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At  the  period  when  the  follow-  a  few  fields  for  the  cows,  and  an 
ing  incident*  occnrre*!  I  was  living  excellent  walled  garden.  The 
with  my  father  at  The  Grove,  a  place  is  being  palled  down  at  this 
large  old  hoa«e  in  the  immediate  moment  to  make  room  for  more 
neiirhh«>Tirhooti  of  a  little  town,  streets  of  mean  little  houses, — the 
This  hail  been  his  home  for  a  nam-  kind  of  thing,  and  not  a  dull 
ber  of  year*  ;  and  I  believe  I  was  hoase  of  faded  gentry,  which  per- 
bom  in  it.  It  wa^  a  kind  of  hoase  haps  the  neighbourhood  requires, 
which,  n.»twith:*tan«iinij  all  the  red  The  house  was  dull,  and  so  were 
and  wiiite  anehitectare,  known  at  we,  its  last  inhabitants  ;  and  the 
pr«^en:  hy  the  name  of  Queen  furniture  was  fadeil,  even  a 
Anne,  buil«iepi  nowadays  have  little  dingy, — nothing  to  brag  of. 
for':rotten  how  to  build.  It  was  I  do  not,  however,  intend  to  con- 
straggling  and  irregnilar.  with  wide  vey  a  suggestion  that  we  were 
pia-s-^agt-i,  wide  staircases,  broad  faded  gentry,  for  that  was  not  the 
land  in  ^■'i  :  the  rooms  large  but  not  case.  My  father,  indeed,  was  rich, 
very  l»«tty  :  the  arrangements leav-  and  had  no  need  to  spare  any  ex- 
inir  mu'h  to  be  desired,  with  no  pense  in  making  his  life  and  his 
economy  of  sf»ace  ;  a  house  be-  house  bright  if  he  pleased  ;  but  he 
lAncrinir  tM  a  p»eriod  when  land  was  did  not  please,  and  I  had  not  been 
cheap,  and,  so  far  as  that  was  con-  lonij  enouirh  at  home  to  exercise 
ct-med,  there  was  no  occasion  to  any  special  intiuenee  of  my  own. 
ec'tnomistr.  Though  it  was  so  It  was  the  only  home  I  had  ever 
near  the  t^wn,  the  clump  of  trees  known  ;  but  except  in  my  earliest 
in  whirh  it  was  environed  was  a  chihlhood,  and  in  my  holidays  as 
veritahU'  grove.  In  the  grounds  a  schooll)oy,  I  had  in  reality 
in  'iT'Hn.r  the  primroses  grew  as  known  but  little  of  it.  ^ly  mother 
thickly  as  in   the  forest.     We  had  had   died   at   my  birth,  or  shortly 
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after,  and  I  had  grown  up  in  the  was  need  of  her  in  the  house.  F 
gravity  and  silence  of  a  house  accepted,  as  I  believe  most  chil- 
without  women.  In  my  infancy,  dren  do,  the  facts  of  existence,  on 
I  believe,  a  sister  of  my  father's  the  basis  with  which  I  had  first 
had  lived  with  us,  and  taken  made  acquaintance  with  them, 
charge  of  the  household  and  of  without  question  or  remark.  As 
me  ;  but  she,  too,  had  died  long,  a  matter  of  fact,  I  was  aware  that 
long  ago,  my  mourning  for  her  it  was  rather  dull  at  home  ;  but 
bein^  one  of  the  first  thin^  I  neither  by  comparison  with  the 
could  recollect.  And  she  had  no  books  I  read,  nor  by  the  communi- 
successor.  There  was,  indeed,  a  cations  received  from  my  school- 
housekeeper  and  some  maids, — the  fellows,  did, this  seem  to  me  any- 
latter  of  whom  I  only  saw  disap-  thin^  remarkable.  And  I  was 
pearing  at  the  end  of  a  passage,  or  possibly  somewhat  dull  too  by 
whisking  out  of  a  room  when  one  of  nature,  for  I  did  not  mind.  I  was  , 
**  the  gentlemen  "  appeared.  Mrs  fond  of  reading,  and  for  that  there 
Weir,  indeed,  I  saw  nearly  every  was  unbounded  opportunity.  I 
day  ;  but  a  curtsey,  a  smile,  a  pair  had  a  little  ambition  in  respect  to 
of  nice  round  arms  which  she  work,  and  that  too  could  be  prose- 
caressed  while  folding  them  across  cuted  undisturbed.  When  I  went 
her  ample  waist,  and  a  large  white  to  the  university,  my  society  lay 
apron,  were  all  I  knew  of  her.  almost  entirely  among  men ;  but 
This  was  the  only  female  influ-  by  that  time  and  afterwards,  mat- 
ence  in  the  house.  The  drawing-  ters  had  of  course  greatly  changed 
room  I  was  aware  of  only  as  a  with  me,  and  thoueh  I  recognised 
place  of  deadly  good  order,  into  women  as  part  of  the  economy 
which  nobody  ever  entered.  It  of  nature,  and  did  not  indeed  by 
had  three  long  windows  opening  any  means  dislike  or  avoid  them, 
on  the  lawn,,  and  communicated  yet  the  idea  of  connecting  them 
at  the  upper  end,  which  was  at  all  with  my  own  home  never 
rounded  like  a  great  bay,  with  entered  into  my  head.  That  con- 
the  conservatory.  Sometimes  I  tinned  to  be  as  it  had  always 
gazed  into  it  as  a  child  from  with-  been,  when  at  intervals  I  descend- 
out,  wondering  at  the  needlework  ed  upon  the  cool,  grave,  colour- 
on  the  chairs,  the  screens,  the  less  place,  in  the  midst  of  my 
looking  -  glasses  which  never  re-  traffic  with  the  world  :  always  very 
fleeted  anv  living  face.  My  father  still,  well  -  ordered,  serious  —  the 
did  not  like  the  room,  which  pro-  cooking  very  good,  the  comfort 
bably  was  not  wonderful,  though  perfect — old  Morphew,  the  butler, 
it  never  occurred  to  me  in  those  a  little  older  (but  very  little  older, 
early  days  to  inquire  why.  perhaps  on  the  whole  less  old,  since 
I  may  say  here,  though  it  will  in  my  childhood  I  had  thought 
probably  be  disappointing  to  those  him  a  kind  of  Methuselah^,  and 
who  form  a  sentimental  idea  of  Mrs  Weir,  less  active,  covering  up 
the  capabilities  of  children,  that  it  her  arms  in  sleeves,  but  folding 
did  not  occur  to  me  either,  in  these  and  caressing  them  just  as  always, 
early  days,  to  make  any  inquiry  I  remember  looking  in  from  the 
about  my  mother.  There  was  no  lawn  through  the  windows  upon 
room  in  life,  as  I  knew  it,  for  any  that  deadly-orderly  drawing-room, 
such  person  ;  nothing  suggested  to  with  a  humorous  recollection  of  my 
my  mind  either  the  fact  that  she  childish  admiration  and  wonder, 
must  have  existed,  or  that  there  and  feeling  that  it  must  be  kept  so 
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for  ever  and  ever,  and  that  to  go  absent,  making  my  own  way  in  the 

into  it  would  break  some  sort  of  world.     I  did  not    make  it  very 

amusing  mock  mystery,  some  pleas-  successfully.     I  accomplished  the 

antly  ridiculous  spell.  natural  fate  of  an  Englishman,  and 

But  it  was  only  at  rare  intervals  went  out  to  the  Colonies  ;  then  to 
that  I  went  home.  In  the  long  India  in  a  semi-diplomatic  position; 
vacation,  as  in  my  school  holidavs,  but  returned  home  after  seven  or 
my  father  often  went  abroad  with  eight  years,  invalided,  in  bad  health 
me,  so  that  we  had  gone  over  a  and  not  much  better  spirits,  tired 
great  deal  of  the  Continent  to-  and  disappointed  with  my  first 
gether  very  pleasantly.  He  was  trial  of  life.  I  had,  as  people  say, 
old  in  proportion  to  the  age  of  his  "  no  occasion  "  to  insist  on  making 
son,  being  a  man  of  sixty  when  I  my  way.  M^  father  was  rich,  and 
was  twenty,  but  that  did  not  dis-  had  never  given  me  the  slightest 
turb  the  pleasure  of  the  relations  reason  to  believe  that  he  did  not 
between  us.  I  don't  know  that  intend  me  to  be  his  heir.  His 
they  were  ever  very  confidential,  allowance  to  me  was  not  illiberal. 
On  my  side  there  was  but  little  to  and  though  he  did  not  oppose  the 
communicate,  for  I  did  not  get  carrying  out  of  my  own  plans,  he 
into  scrapes  nor  fall  in  love,  the  ^no  means  urged  me  to  exertion, 
two  preaicaments  which  demand  When  I  came  nome  he  received 
sympathy  and  confidences.  And  me  very  affectionately,  and  ex- 
as  n>r  my  father  himself,  I  was  pressed  his  satisfaction  in  my  re- 
never  aware  what  there  could  be  turn.  "  Of  course,"  he  said,  "  I 
to  communicate  on  his  side.  I  am  not  gl&d  that  you  are  disap- 
knew  his  life  exactly  —  what  he  pointed,  Fhilip,  or  that  ^our  health 
did  almost  at  every  hour  of  the  day;  is  broken  ;  but  otherwise  it  is  an 
under  what  circumstances  of  the  ill  wind,  you  know,  that  blows  no- 
temperature  he  would  ride  and  body  good — and  I  am  very  glad 
when  walk  ;  how  often  and  with  to  have  vou  at  home  I  am  grow- 
what  guests  he  would  indulge  in  ing  an  old  man  " 
the  occasional  break  of  a  dinner-  '^  I  don't  see  any  difference,  sir," 
party,  a  serious  pleasure, — per-  said  I ;  "  everything  here  seems 
naps,  indeed,  less  a  pleasure  than  exactly  the  same  as  when  I  went 

a  auty.     All  this  I  knew  as  well    away " 

as  he  did,  and  also  his  views  on  He  smiled,  and  shook  his  head, 

public  matters,  his  political  opin-  ^'  It    is    true    enough,"     he    said, 

ions,  which  naturally  were  diner-  ^'  after  we  have  reached  a  certain 

ent    from    mine.     What   ground,  ago  we  seem  to  go  on  for  a  long 

then,  remained  for  confidence  !     I  time  on  a  plane,  and  feel  no  great 

did  not  know  any.     We  were  both  difference  from  year  to  year  ;  but 

of  us  of  a  reserved  nature,  not  apt  it   is  an   inclined  plane — and  the 

to  enter  into  our  religious  feelings,  longer  we  go  on  the  more  sudden 

for    instance.      There   are    many  will  be  the  fall  at  the  end.     But  at 

people  who  think  reticence  on  such  all  events  it  will  be  a  great  com- 

subjects  a  sign  of  the  most  rever-  fort  to  me  to  have  you  here." 

ential  way  of  contemplating  them.  "  If  I  had  known  that,"  I  said. 

Of  this  I  am  far  from  being  sure  ;  "  and  that  you  wanted^me,  I  should 

but,  at  all  events,  it  was  the  prac-  have  come   in  any  circumstances, 

tice   most  congenial   to  my  own  As  there  are  only  two  of  us  in  the 

mind.  world " 

And  then  I  was  for  a  long  time  ^*  Yes,"  he  said,  '^  there  are  only 
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two  of  us  in  the  world  ;  but  still  there  were    always   the  humours 

I  should  not  have  sent   for  you,  of  the  little  urban  population  to 

Phil,  to  interrupt  your  career."  glance  at,  the   news  to  be  heard, 

<*  It  is  as  well,  then,  that  it  has  all  those  petty  matters  which  so 

interrupted   itself,"  I  said,  rather  often   make  up  life  in  a  very  im- 

bitterly;  for  disappointment  is  hard  poverished    version    for    the  idle 

to  bear.  man.     I  did  not  like  it,  but  I  felt 

He  patted  me  on  the  shoulder,  myself  yielding  to  it,  not  having 

and  repeated,  '*  It  is  an  ill  wind  energy  enough   to   make  a  stand, 

that  blows  nobody  good,"  with  a  The  rector  and  the  leading  lawyer 

look  of  real  pleasure  which  gave  of  the  place  asked  me  to  dinner, 

me  a  certain  gratification  too  ;  for,  I    might    have    glided     into    the 

after  all,  he  was  an  old  man,  and  society,  such  as  it  was,  had  I  been 

the  only  one  in  all  the  world   to  disposed     for     that  —  everything 

whom   I  owed  any  duty.     I   had  about  me  began  to  close  over  me 

not  been  without  dreams  of  warmer  as  if  I  had   been  fifty,  and  fully 

affections,  but  they  had  come  to  contented  with  my  lot. 

nothing — not  tragically,  but  in  the  It   was  possibly  my  own  want 

ordinary   way.     1   might   perhaps  of  occupation  which  made  me  ob- 

have  had   love   which   I   did  not  serve  with  surprise,  after  a  while, 

want,   but  not  that  which   I  did  how    much    occupied    my   father 

want, — which  was  not  a  thing  to  was.     He   had   expressed   himself 

make   any  unmanly  moan   about,  glad  of  my  return  ;  but  now  that 

but    in    the    ordinary    course    of  I  had   returned,  I   saw  very  little 

events.    Such  disappointments  hap-  of    him.     Most  of    his  time  was 

pen   every  day  ;  indeed,   they  are  spent  in  his  library,  as  had  always 

more  common  than  anything  else,  been   the   case.     But   on  the  few 

and  sometimes  it  is  apparent  after-  visits  I  paid  him  there,  I  could  not 

wards  that  it  is  better  it  was  so.  but  perceive  that  the  aspect  of  the 

However,   here  I  was   at  thirty  library  was  much  changed.     It  had 

stranded — yet  wanting  for  nothing,  acquired  the   look  of  a  business- 

in  a  position  to  call  forth   rather  room,  almost  an  ofiSce.    There  were 

envy  than  pity  from  the  greater  large  business-like  books   on   the 

Eart  of  my  contemporaries, — for  I  table,  which  I  could  not  associate 

ad    an   assured  and  comfortable  with  anything  he  could   naturally 

existence,   as  much    money   as   I  have  to  do  ;  and  his  correspondence 

wanted,   and   the   prospect  of  an  was  very   laree.      I    thought    he 

excellent  fortune   for  the   future,  closed  one  of  those  books  hurriedly 

On  the  other  hand,  my  health  was  as  I  came  in,  and  pushed  it  away, 

still  low,  and  I  had  no  occupation,  as  if  he  did  not  wish  me  to  see  it. 

The   neighbourhood   of  the  town  This  surprised  me  at  the  moment 

was   a  drawback  rather  than  an  without  arousing  any  other  feeling: 

advantage.     I  felt  myself  tempted,  but  afterwards  I  remembered   it 

instead   of  taking   the  long  walk  with    a    clearer  sense  of  what   it 

into  the  country  which  my  doctor  meant.      He   was   more  absorbed 

recommended,    to    take    a    much  altogether  than    I  had   been    used 

shorter    one    through    the     High  to   see  him.     He  was  visited   by 

Street,  across  the  river,   and  back  men   sometimes  not  of  very  pre- 

again,  which  was  not  a  walk  but  possessing   appearance.      Surprise 

a  lounge.     The  country  was  silent  CTew  in  my  mind  without  any  very 

and  full  of  thoughts — thoughts  not  distinct  idea  of  the  reason  of  it ; 

always  very  agreeable  —  whereas  and  it  was  not  till  after  a  chance 
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conversation   with  Morphew  that  out,  having  been  on  my  way  to  the 

my  vague  uneasiness  began  to  take  door  when  this   conversation   oc- 

definite  shape.    It  was  begun  with-  curred,  and  took  my  usual  lounge 

out  any  special   intention  on  my  about,  which  was  not   a  satisfac- 

part.     Morphew  had  informed  me  tory     sort     of     amusement.       Its 

that  master  was    very    busy,   on  vanity  and  emptiness  appeared  to 

some  occasion   when  I  wanted  to  be  more  evident  than  usual  to-day. 

see  him.     And  I  was  a  little   an-  I  met  half-a-dozen  people  I  knew, 

noyed  to  be  thus  put  off.      ''It  and  had  as  many  pieces  of  news 

appears  to    me    that    my    father  confided  to   me.     I  went  up  and 

is   always  busy,"    I  said,   hastily,  down    the    length    of    the    High 

Morphew  then  began  very  oracu-  Street.     I  made  a  small  purchase 

larly  to  nod  bis  head  in  assent.  or  two.     And  then  I  turned  home- 

"A  deal    too    busy,  sir,  if   you  ward — despising  myself,  yet  find- 
take  my  opinion,"  he  said.  ing  no  alternative  within  my  reach. 

This   startled    me  much,  and  I  Would  a  long  country  walk  have 

asked   hurriedly,  "What  do   you  been  more  virtuous  ! — it 'would  at 

mean?"  without  reflecting  that  to  least  have  been  more  wholesome — 

ask  for  private  information  from  but  that  was  all  that  could  be  said. 

a  servant  about  ray  father's  habits  My  mind  did  not  dwell  on  Mor- 

was  as  bad  as   investigating  into  phew's  communication.     It  seemed 

a   stranger's   affairs.      It  did   not  without  sense  or  meaning  to  me  ; 

strike  me  in  the  same  light.  and  after  the  excellent  joke  about 

"  Mr.    Philip,"    said    Morphew,  his  superior  interest  in  his  master 

"  a  thing  'as  'appened  as  'appens  to   mine   in   my   father,   was   dis- 

more    often    than    it     ought    to.  missed   lightly   enough   from   my 

Master  has  got  awful  keen  about  mind.     I  tried  to  invent  some  way 

money  in  his  old  age."  of  telling  this  to  my  father  with- 

"  That's  a  new  thing  for  him,"  out  letting  him  perceive  that  Mor- 

I  said.  phew  had   been  finding  faults  in 

"  No,  sir,  begging  your  pardon,  nim,  or  I  listening  ;  for  it  seemed 

it    aint    a   new    thing.     He    was  a  pity  to  lose   so   good   a    joke, 

once  broke  of  it,  and  that  wasn't  However,    as    I    returned    home, 

easy  done  ;  but  it's  come  back,  if  something    happened    which    put 

you'll  excuse  me  saying  so.  .  And  the  joke  entirely  out  of  my  head. 

1  don't  know  as  he'll  ever  be  broke  It  is  curious  when  a  new  -subject 

of  it  again  at  his  age."  of  trouble  or  anxiety  has  been  sug- 

I  felt  more  disposed  to  be  angry  gested  to   the   mind   in  an  unex- 

than   disturbed    oy    this.      "You  pected  way,  how  often  a  second 

must  be  making  some  ridiculous  advertisement  follows  immediately 

mistake,"   I   said.      "And   if   you  after  the  first,  and  gives  to  that  a 

were  not  so  old  a  friend  as  you  potency  which  in  itself  it  had  not 

are,  Morphew,  I  should  not  have  possessed. 

allowed  my  father  to  be  so  spoken  I  was  approaching  our  own  door, 

of  to  me."  wondering  whether  my  father  had 

The   old  man  gave  me  a  half-  gone,  and  whether,  on  my  return, 

astonished,  half-contemptuous  look.  I  should  find  him  at  leisure — for  I 

'' He's  been  my  master  a  deal  longer  had  several  little  things  to  say  to 

than  he's  been  your  father,"  he  said,  him — when  I  noticed  a  poor  woman 

turning  on  his  heel.     The  assump-  lingering  about  the  closed  gates, 

tion  was  so  comical  that  my  anger  She  had  a  baby   sleeping   in   her 

could  not  stand  in  face  of  it.  I  went  arms.     It  was  a  spring  night,  the 
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stars  shining  in  the  twilight,  and  the  love  of  God.  Tell  him  to 
everything  soft  and  dim ;  and  the  think  what  he's  doing,  driving 
woman's  figure  was  like  a  shadow,  poor  creatures  to  despair.  Sum- 
flitting  about,  now  here,  now  there,  mer's  coming,  the  Lord  be  praised, 
on  one  side  or  another  of  the  gate,  but  yet  it's  bitter  cold  at  night 
She  stopped  when  she  saw  me  ap-  with  your  counterpane  ^one  ;  and 
preaching,  and  hesitated  for  a  mo-  when  you've  been  working  hard 
ment,  then  seemed  to  take  a  sudden  all  day,  and  nothing  but  four  bare 
resolution.  I  watched  her  without  walls  to  come  home  to,  and  all 
knowing,  with  a  prevision  that  she  your  poor  little  sticks  of  furniture 
was  going  to  address  me,  though  that  you've  saved  up  for,  and  got 
with  no  sort  of  idea  as  to  the  sub-  together  one  by  one,  all  gone — 
ject  of  her  address.  She  came  up  and  you  no  better  than  when  you 
to  me  doubtfully,  it  seemed,  yet  started,  or  rather  worse,  for  then 
certainly,  as  I  felt,  and  when  she  you  was  young.  Oh,  sir  I "  the 
was  close  to  me,  dropped  a  sort  of  woman's  voice  rose  into  a  sort  of 
hesitating  curtsey,  and  said,  '*  It's  passionate  wail.  And  then  she 
Mr.  Philip  ? "  in  a  low  voice.  added,    beseechingly,     recovering 

"  What  do  you  want  with  me  ?  "  herself — "  Oh,  speak  for  us — he'll 

I  said.  not  refuse  his  own  son " 

Then  she  poured  forth  suddenly,  "  To  whom  am  I  to  speak  ?  who 

without  warning  or  preparation,  her  is  it  that  has  done  this  to  you?" 

long  speech — a  flood  of  words  which  I  said. 

must  have  been  all  ready  and  wait-  The    woman    hesitated     again, 

ing  at  the  doors  of  her  lips  for  ut-  looking  keenly  in   my  face — then 

terance.     "  Oh,  sir,  I  want  to  speak  repeated  with  a  slight   f altering^ 

to  you  I     I  can't  believe  you'll  be  "  It's    Mr.    Philip  ? ''    as    if    that 

so  hard,  for  you're  young ;  and  I  made  everything  right, 

can't  believe  he'll  be  so  hard  if  so  "  Yes  ;   I  am  Philip  Canning," 

be  as  his  own  son,  as  I've  always  I  said  ;   '*  but  what  have  I  to  do 

heard  he  had  but  one,  '11  speak  up  with  this  ?  and  to  whom  am  I  to 

for  us.     Oh,  gentleman,  it  is  easy  speak  ? " 

for  the  likes  of  you,  that,  if  you  She  began  to   whimper,  crying 

aint  comfortable  in  one  room,  can  and  stopping  herself.     '*  Oh,  please 

just  walk  into  another  ;  but  if  one  sir  !  it's  mr.  Canning  as  owns  all 

room  is  all  you  have,  and  every  bit  the  house  property  about — it's  him 

of  furniture  you  have  taken  out  of  that  our  court  and  the  lane  and 

it,  and  nothing  but  the  four  walls  everything  belongs  to.     And  he's 

left — not  so  much  as  the  cradle  for  taken  the  oed  from  under  us,  and 

the  child,  or  a  chair  for  your  man  the  baby's    cradle,    although    it's 

to  sit  down  upon  when  he  comes  said  in  tne  Bible  as  you're  not  to 

from  his  work,  or  a  saucepan  to  take  poor  folks's  bed." 

cook  him  his  supper "  "  My  father  !  "  I  cried  in  spite 

"  My  good  woman,"  I  said,  "  who  of  myself — "  then  it  must  be  some 

can  have  taken  all  that  from  you  ?  agent,  some  one  else  in  his  name, 

surely  nobody  can  be  so  cruel  ?  "  You  may  be  sure  he  knows  noth- 

**  X  ou  say  it's  cruel !  "  she  cried  ing  of  it.     Of  course  I  shall  speak 

with    a  sort  of  triumph.      **  Oh,  to  him  at  once." 

I  knowed  you  would,  or  any  true  "  Oh,  God  bless  you,  sir,"  said 

gentleman'  that  don't  hold  with  the  woman.     But  then  she  added, 

screwing  poor  folks.     Just  go  and  in  a  lower  tone — "  It's  no  agent 

say  that  to  him  inside  there,  for  It's  one  as  never  knows  trouble 
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It's  him  that  lives  in  that  grand  thing  taken  from  her — ^her  bed,  her 

house."    Bat  this  was  said  under  child's  cradle." 

her  breathy  evidently  not  for  me  ^*  No  doubt  she  was  behind  with 

to  hear.  her  rent." 

Morphew's  words  flashed  through  "Verylikelv,   sir.     She  seemed 

my  mind  as  she  spoke.    What  was  very  poor,"  said  I. 

this  ?  Did  it  afford  an  explanation  **  Y  ou  take  it   coolly,"  said  my 

of  the  much  occupied    hours,  the  father,   with   an    upward    glance, 

big  books,  the  strange  visitors  ?  I  half -amused,    not     in     the    least 

took   the  poor  woman's  name,  and  shocked   by  my   statement.  '^  But 

gave  her    something    to  procure  when   a  man    or  a  woman  either, 

a     few    comforts  for    the  night,  takes  a  house,  I  suppose  you  will 

and   went  indoors  disturbed   and  allow  that  they  ought  to  pay  rent 

troubled.     It    was    impossible   to  for  it." 

believe    that   my     father  himself  "  Certainly,  sir,"  I  replied,  "when 

would    have   acted   thus  ;  but  he  they  have  got  anything  to  pay." 

was  not  a  man   to  brook  interfer-  "  I  don't  allow  the  reservation," 

ence,    and     I   did  not  see  how  to  he  said.     But  he  was  not  angry, 

introduce    the    subject,    what    to  which  I  had  feared  he  would  be. 

say.     I  could  but    hope   that,  at  "I  think,"  I    continued,    "  that 

the  moment  of  broaching  it,  words  your  agent  must  be  too   severe, 

would    be    put   into    my     mouth.  And   this  emboldens  me    to    say 

which  often  happens  in   moments  something    which  has  been  in  my 

of  necessity,  one  knows  not  how,  mind  for  some  time  " —  (these  were 

even  when  one's    theme  is  not  so  the  words,  no  doubt,  which  I  had 

all-important     as  that  for    which  hoped     would     be    put    into  my 

such  help  has  been  promised.     As  mouth  ;  they  were  tne  suggestion 

usual,   I  did  not  see  my  father  till  of  the  moment,  and    yet  as  I  said 

dinner.     I    have    said    that      our  them   it    was   with  the  most  com- 

dinners  were  very  good,  luxurious  plete  conviction   of  their  truth) — 

in   a  simple  way,  everything  ex-  "  and  that  is  this  :  I  am  doing  no- 

cellent  in  its    kind,    well  cooked,  thine ;  my  time  hangs   heavy  on 

well   served,     the    perfection     of  my  hands.     Make  me  your  agent, 

comfort  without  show — which    is  I  will  see  for  myself,  and  save  you 

a  combination  very  dear    to    the  from  such  mistakes  ;  and  it  will  be 

English    heart.     I    said     nothing    an  occupation " 

till  morphewy  with  his  [solemn  at>  "  Mistakes  ?  What  warrant  have 
tention  to  everything  that  was  you^or  saying  these  are  mistakes?" 
going,  had  retired — and  then  it  ne  said  testily  ;  then  after  a  mo- 
was  with  some  strain  of  courage  ment :  "  This  is  a  strange  proposal 
that  I  began.  from   you,   Phil.     Do    you   know 

"  I  was  stopped  outside  the  gate  what  it   is  you  are  offering  ? — to 

to-day   by  a  curious  sort  of  peti-  be  a  collector  of  rents,  going  about 

tioner — a  poor  woman,  who  seems  from  door  to  door,  from  week  to 

to  be  one  of  your  tenants,  sir,  but  week  ;  to  look  after  wretched  little 

whom  your  agent  must  have  been  bits  of  repairs,  drains,  &o  ;  to  ^et 

rather  too  hard  upon."  paid,  which,  after  all,  is  the  chief 

"My  agent?  who  is  that?  "said  thing,  and  not  to  be  taken  in   by 

my  father,  quietly.  tales  of  poverty." 

"  I  don't  know  his  name    and  I  "  Not  to  let  you  be  taken  in  by 

doubt  his  competence.     The    poor  men  without  pity,"  I  said, 

creature  seems  to  have  had  every-  He  gave  me  a  strange  glance 
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which  I  did  not  very  well  under-  This  the  old  man  got  out  in  a 

stand,  and  said,  abruptly,  a  thing  great  hurry,  as  if  afraid  that  his 

which,  so  far  as  I  remember,   he  master  would  stop  him.   My  father 

had  never  in  my   life  said  before,  did  so  with  a  wave  of  his  hand. 

"  You've  become  a  little  like  your  "  That's  enough.     I  asked  no  in- 

mother,  Phil "  formation.    You  can  go  now." 

"  My  mother  !  "  The  reference  The  door  closed  upon  us,  and 
was  so  unusual — nay,  so  unprece-  there  was  again  a  pause.  My  sub- 
dented — that  I  was  greatly  startled,  iect  had  floated  away  altogether 
It  seemed  to  me  like  the  sudden  like  a  mist,'  though  1  had  been  so 
introduction  of  a  quite  new  ele-  concerned  about  it.  I  tried  to  re- 
ment  in  the  stagnant  atmosphere,  sume,  but  could  not.  Something 
as  well  as  a  new  party  to  our  con-  seemed  to  arrest  my  very  breath- 
versation.  My  father  looked  across  ing  ;  and  yet  in  this  dull  respectable 
the  table,  as  if  with  some  astonish-  house  of  ours,  where  everything 
ment  at  my  tone  of  surprise.  breathed  good  character  and  integ- 

"  Is  that  so  very  extraordinary?"  rity,  it  was  certain  that  there  could 

he  said.  be  no  shameful  mystery  to  reveal. 

"  No  ;  of  course  it  is  not  extra-  It  was  some  time  before  my  father 

ordinary   that    I   should  resemble  spoke,  not  from  any  purpose  that 

my  mother.     Only — I   have  heard  I  could  see,  but  apparently  because 

very  little  of  her — almost  nothing."  his  mind  was  busy  with  probably 

"  That  is  true."     He  got  up  and  unaccustomed  thoughts, 
placedhimself  before  the  fire,  which  "  You  scarcely  know  the  draw- 
was  very  low,  as  the  night  was  not  ing-room,  Phil,"  he  said  at  last, 
cold — had  not  been  cold  heretofore  "  Very    little.     I     have     never 
at  least  ;  but  it  seemed  to  me  now  seen  it  used.     I  have   a  little  awe 
that  a  little  chill  came   into    the  of  it,  to  tell  the  truth." 
dim  and   faded  room.     Perhaps  it  "  That  should  not  be.     There  is 
looked   more   dull    fronj  the  sug-  no  reason  for  that.     But  a  man  by 
gestion  of   a  something  brighter,  himself,   as   I   have  been   for  the 
warmer,    that   might    have   been,  greater  part    of  my  life,    has   no 
"Talking  of    mistakes,"  he    said,  occasion   for  a    drawing-room.     I 
**  perhaps   that   was  one  :  to  sever  always,  as  a  matter  of  preference, 
you  entirely   from   her  side  of  the  sat  among  my  books  ;  nowever,  I 
house.     But  I  did  not  care  for  the  ought     to   have   thought    of     the 
connection.     You  will  understand  impression  on  you." 
how   it    is  that   I  speak   of  it  now  "Oh;  it   is    not    important."  I 

when   I  tell  you "  He  stopped  said  ;  "  the   awe   was  childish.     I 

here,  [however,  said  nothing  more  have  not  thought  of  it  since  I  came 

for  a  minute   or  so,  and  then  rang  home." 

the  bell.     Morphew  came,    as  he  "It   never   was   anything   very 

always    did,   very  deliberately,  so  splendid   at     the    best,"    said  he. 

that    some   time  elapsed  in  silence.  He  lifted  the  lamp  from  the  table 

during  which    my   surprise  grew,  with  a  sort  of   abstraction,  not  re- 

When  the  old  man  appeared  at  the  marking  even  my  offer  to  take  it 

door — "  Have  you  put  the  lights  from   him,  and  led  the  way.     He 

in  the   drawing-room,    as    I  told  was  on  the  verge  of  seventy,  and 

you  ?  "  my  father  said.  looked  his  age  :  but  it  was  a  vigor- 

"  Yes,  sir  ;  and  opened  the  box,  ous  age,  with  no  symptom  of  giv- 

sir  ;  and  it's  a — it's  a  speaking  like-  ing  way.     The  circle  of  light  from 

nesB "  the  lamp  lit  up  his  white  hair,  and 
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keen  blue  eyes,  and  clear  com- 
plexion ;  his  forehead  was  like  old 
ivory,  his  cheek  warmly  colonred  ; 
an  old  man,  yet  a  man  in  full 
strength.  He  was  taller  than  I 
was,  and  still  almost  as  strong. 
As  he  stood  for  a  moment  with 
the  lamp  in  his   hand,  he  looked 


like  a  tower  in  his  great  height 
and  bulk.  I  reflected  as  I  looked 
at  him  that  I  knew  him  intimately, 
more  intimately  than  any  other 
creature  in  the  world, — I  was 
familiar  with  every  detail  of  his 
outward  life  ;  could  it  be  that  in 
reality  I  did  not  know  him  at  all  ? 


The  drawing-room  was  already  almost  anxiety  —  which   at  least 

lighted  with  a  flickering  array   of  was  not  content — in  them  ;  a  faint, 

candles  upon  the  mantelpiece  and  almost  imperceptible,  curve  in  the 

along  the    walls,    producing    the  lids.      The  complexion  was  of    a 

pretty  starry  effect  which  candles  dazzling  fairness,*  the   hair  light, 

five  without  very  much  light.     As  but  the  eyes  dark,  which  gave  in- 

had  not  the  smallest  idea  what  I  dividuality  to  the  face.     It  would 

was  about  to  see,  for  Morphew's  have  been  as  lovely  had  the  eyes 

"  speaking  likeness  "  was  very  hur-  been  blue — probably  more  so — but 

riedly  said,  and  only  half  compre-  their  darkness   gave   a    touch   of 

hensible  in  the  bewilderment  of  my  character,  a  slight  discord,  which 

faculties,  my  first  glance  wasat  this  made  the  harmony  finer.      It  was 

very  unusual  illumination,  for  which  not,     perhaps,    beautiful     in    the 

I  could  assign  no  reason.     The  next  highest  sense  of  the  word.      The 

showed  me  a  large  full-length  por-  girl  must  have  been  too  young,  too 

trait,  still  in  the  box  in  which  ap-  slight,   too    little     developed    for 

parently   it  had  travelled,   placed  actual  beauty  ;   but  a  face  which 

upright  supported  against  a  table  so  invited  love  and  confidence   I 

in  the   center  of  the   room.     My  never  saw.     One  smiled  at  it  with 

father  walked   straight  up  to   it,  instinctive   affection.       "  What   a 

motioned  to  me  to  place  a  smaller  sweet  face  !  "     I  said.     "  What  a 

table  close  to  the  picture  on  the  lovely  girl !   Who  is  she  ?  Is  this 

left  side,  and  put  his  lamp  upon  one    of    the    relations    you   were 

that.      Then   he  waved   his   hand  speaking  of  on  the  other  side  ?" 

towards  it,  and  stood  aside  that  I  My  father  made  me   no   reply, 

might  see.  He  stood  aside,  looking  at  it  as  if 

U  was  a  full-length  portrait  of  he  knew  it  too  well  to  require  to 

.a  very  young  woman  —  I  might  look, — asif  the  picture  was  already 

say  a  girl  scarcely  twenty — in  a  in  his  eyes.     "  Yes,"  he  said,  after 

white  dress,  made  m  a  very  simple  an    interval,    with    a   long-drawn 

old  fashion,  though  I  was  too  little  breath,  "  she  was  a  lovely  girl,  as 

accustomed  to  female  costume  to  you  say." 

be  able  to  fix  the  date.  It  might  "Was? — then  she  is  dead.  What 
have  been  a  hundred  years  old,  or  a  pity  ! "  I  said  ;  what  a  pity  !  so 
twenty,  for  aught  I  knew.  The  young  and  so  sweet ! " 
face  had  an  expression  of  youth.  We  stood  gazing  at  her  thus,  in 
candour,  and  simplicity  more  her  beautiful  stillness  and  calm — 
than  any  face  I  had  ever  seen, —  two  men,  the  younger  bf  us  full 
or  so,  at  least  in  my  surprise,  I  grown  and  conscious  of  many  ex- 
thought.  The  eyes  were  a  little  periences,  the  other  an  old  man — 
wistful,  with  something  which  was  before  this  impersonation  of  tender 
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youth.    At  length  he  said,  with  a  looking  at  her,  studying  the  can- 
slight  tremulousness  in  his  voice,  did,  sweet  face,  which  surely  had 
"  Does  nothing  suggest  to  you  who  germs  in  it  of  everything  that  was 
she  is,  Phil  ?  "  good  and  beautiful ;  and  sorry, with 
I  turned  round  to  look  at  him  a  profound  regret,   that  she   had 
with  profound  astonishment,  but  he  died  and  never  carried  these  pro- 
turned  away  from  my   look.      A  mises  to  fulfilment.      Poor  girl  t 
sort  of  quiver  pased  over  his  face,  poor  people  who  had  loved  ner  I 
"  That  is  your  mother,"  he  said.  These  were  my  thoughts :  with  a 
and  walked  suddenly  away,  leaving  curious  vertigo   and  giddiness  of 
me  there.  my   wliole  being  in  the  sense  of 
My  mother  !  a  mysterious  relationship,  which  it 
I  stood  for  a  moment  in  a  kind  was   beyond   my  power  to  under- 
of  consternation  before  the  white-  stand. 

robed  innocent  creature,  to  me  no  Presently  my  father  came  back  : 
more  than  a  child  ;  than  a  sudden  possibly  because  I  had  been  a  long 
lau^h  broke  from  me,  without  any  time  unconscious  of  the  passage  of 
will  of  mine :  something  ludicrous,  the  minutes,  or  perhaps  because  he 
as  well  as  something  awful,  was  in  was  himself  restless  in  the  strange 
it.  When  the  laugh  was  over,  I  disturbance  of  his  habitual  calm, 
found  myself  with  tears  in  my  He  came  in  and  put  his  arms  within 
eyes,  gazing,  holding  my  breath,  mine,  leaning  his  weight  partially 
The  soft  features  seemed  to  melt,  upon  me,  with  an  affectionate  sug> 
the  lips  to  move,  the  anxiety  gestion  which  went  deeper  than 
in  the  eyes  to  become  a  personal  words.  I  pressed  his  arm  to  my 
inquiry.  Ah,  no  !  nothing  of  the  side  :  it  was  more  between  us  two 
kind  ;  only  because  of  the  water  in  grave  Englishmen  than  any  em- 
mine.  My  mother!  oh,  fair  and  bracing. 
fentle  creature,  scarcely  woman —  "  I  cannot  understand  it,"  I  said, 
ow  could  any  man's  voice  call  her  "  No.  I  don't  wonder  at  that ; 
by  that  name !  I  had  little  idea  but  if  it  is  strange  to  you,  Phil, 
enough  of  what  it  meant, — ^had  think  how  much  more  strange  to 
heard  it  laughed  at,  scoffed  at,  me !  That  is  the  partner  of  my 
reverenced,  but  never  had  learned  life.  I  have  never  nad  another — 
to  place  it  even  among  the  ideal  or  thought  of  another.  That — 
powers  of  life.  Yet  if  it  meant  girl  !  If  we  are  to  meet  again,  as 
anything  at  all,  what  it  meant  was  1  have  always  hoped  we  should 
worth  thinking  of.  What  did  she  meet  again,  what  am  I  to  say  to 
ask,  looking  at  me  with  those  eyes  ?  her — I,  an  old  man  ?  Yes  ;  I  know 
what  would  she  have  said  if  '*  those  what  you  mean.  I  am  not  an  old 
lips  had  language  ? "  If  I  had  man  for  my  years ;  but  my  years 
known  her  only  as  Cowper  did —  are  threescore  and  ten,  and  the  play 
with  a  child's  recollection — there  is  nearly  played  out.  How  am 
might  have  been  some  thread,  some  I  to  meet  that  young  creature  ? 
faint  but  comprehensible  link,  be-  We  used  to  say  to  each  other  that 
tween  us ;  but  now  all  that  I  felt  it  was  for  ever,  that  we  never 
was  the  curious  incongruity.  Poor  could  be  but  one,  that  it  was  for 
child  I  I  said  to  myself  ;  so  sweet  life  and  death.  But  what — what 
a  creature  :  poor  little  tender  soul !  am  I  to  say  to  her,  Phil,  when  I 
&s  if  she  haa  been  a  little  sister,  a  meet  her  again,  that---that  angel  ? 
child  of  mine, — but  my  mother !  No,  it  is  not  her  being  an  angel 
I  cannot  tell  how  long  I  stood  that  troubles  me  ;    but  she  is  so 
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younff  !  She  is  like  my — my  grand-  His  voice  broke  and  ended  for 

daughter,"  he  cried,  with  a  burst  a  moment:   then    while,  surprised 

of  what  was  half  sobs,  half  laueh-  and  almost  shocked   by  what  he 

ter  ;  "  and  she  is  my  wife, — and  I  said,   I  cast  about  in    my   mind 

am  an  old  man — an  old  man  I  And  what  to  reply,  he  withdrew    his 

so  much   has  happened  that  she  arm     suddenly     from    mine,   and 

could  not  understand."  said  in  his  usual   tone,   ''Where 

I    was    too    much    startled  by  shall  we  hang  the  picture,  Phil  ? 

this   strange    complaint   to  know  It   must  be  here    in    this    room, 

what  to  say.     It  was  not  m^  own  What   do   you    think  will  be  the 

trouble,  and  I  answered  it  m  the  best  light?" 

conventional  way.  This  sudden  alteration  took  me 

"  They  are  not  as  we  are,  sir,"  still   more  by  surprise,  and   gave 

I  said  ;  ''  they  look  upon  us  with  me   almost   an   additional  shock  ; 

larger,  other  eyes  than  ours."  but  it  was    evident    that   I   must 

"  Ah  !  you  don't  know  what  I  follow  the  changes  of  his  mood,  or 
mean,"  he  said  quickly  ;  and  in  the  at  least  the  sudden  repression  of 
interval  he  had  subdued  his  emo-  sentiment  which  he  originated, 
tion.  "  At  first,  after  she  died,  it  We  went  into  that  simpler  ques- 
was  my  consolation  to  think  that  tion  with  great  seriousness,  con- 
I  should  meet  her  again — that  we  suiting  which  would  be  the  best 
never  could  be  really  parted.  But,  light.  "  You  know  I  can  scarcely 
my  God,  how  I  have  changed  since  advise,"  I  said  ;  "  I  have  never  been 
then  !  I  am  another  man — I  am  familiar  with  this  room.  I  should 
a  different  being.  I  was  not  very  like  to  put  off,  if  you  don't  mind^ 
young  even  then — twenty  years  till  daylight." 
older  than  she  was  ;  but  her  youth  "  I  think,"  he  said,  "  that  this 
renewed  mine.  I  was  not  an  would  be  the  best  place."  It  was 
unfit  partner ;  she  asked  no  on  the  other  side  of  the  fireplace^ 
better  :  and  knew  as  much  more  on  the  wall  which  faced  the  win- 
than  I  did  in  some  things — being  dows, — not  the  best  light,  I  knew 
so  much  nearer  the  source — as  I  did  enough  to  be  aware,  for  an  oil- 
in  others  that  were  of  the  world,  painting.  When  I  said  so,  how- 
But  I  have  gone  a  long  way  since  ever,  he  answered  me  with  a  little 
then,  Phil — a  long  way  ;  and  there  impatience, — "  It  does  not  matter 
she  stands  just  where  I  left  her."  very   much   about  the  best  light* 

I     pressed      his     arm      again.  There  will   be  nobody   to   see  it 

**  Father,"    I    said,    which   was  a  but  you  and  me.     I  have  my  rea- 

title  I  seldom  used,  "we  are  not    sons "     There     was    a    small 

to  suppose  that  in  a  higher  life  table  standing  against  the  wall  at 
the  mind  stands  still."  I  did  this  spot,  on  which  he  had  his 
not  feel  myself  qualified  to  discuss  hand  as  he  spoke.  Upon  it  stood 
such  topics,  but  something  one  a  little  basket  in  very  fine  lace- 
must  say.  like  wickerwork.     His  hand  must 

"  Worse,   worse  !  "  he  replied  ;  have  trembled,  for  the  table  shook, 

"then  she  too  will  be  like  me,  a  and   the  basket   fell,  its  contents 

different  being,  and  we  shall  meet  turning  out  upon  the  carpet, — little 

as  what  ?    as  strangers,  as  people  bits  of  needlework,  coloured  silks, 

who  have  lost  sight  of  each  other,  a  small  piece  of  knitting  half  done, 

with  a  long  past  between  us — we  He  laughed  as  they  rolled  out  at  his 

who    parted,    my    God  !     with —  feet,  and  tried  to  stoop  to  collect 

with "  them,  then  tottered  to  a  chair,  and 
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<5overed  for  a  moment  his  face  with  penetration    of    the   light    within 

his  hands.  through   the  crevices  bore  witness 

No  need  to  ask  what  they  were,  to    the    instalment    of     the    new 

No  woman's  work  had  been  seen  dweller  there, 

in  the  house  since  I  could  recollect  In  the  morning  my  father  was 

it.     I  gathered  them  up  reverently  entirely  himself   again.     He    told 

and  put  them  back.     I  could  see,  me  without  emotion  of  the  manner 

ignorant  as  I  was,  that  the  bit  of  in  which  he  had  obtained  the  pic- 

knitting  was  something  for  an  in-  ture.      It    had    belonged    to    my 

fant.     What  could  I  do  less  than  mother's  family,   and   had    fallen 

put   it    to  my  lips?     It  had  been  eventually   into   the   hands    of    a 

left  in  the  doing — for  me.  cousin  of  hers,  resident  abroad — 

"  Yes,  I  think    this  is  the  best  "  A  man  whom  I  did  not  like,  and 

place,"   my  father  said   a   minute  who  did  not  like  me,"  my  father 

after,  in  his  usual  tone.  said  ;  "  there  was,  or  had  been,  some 

We  placed  it  there  that  evening  rivalry,  he  thought :  a  mistake, 
with  our  own  hands.  The  picture  but  he  was  never  aware  of  that, 
was  large,  and  in  a  heavy  frame,  He  refused  all  my  requests  to  have 
but  my  father  would  let  no  one  a  copy  made.  You  may  suppose, 
help  me  but  himself.  And  then,  Phil,  that  I  wished  this  very  much, 
with  a  superstition  for  which  I  Had  I  succeeded,  you  would  have 
never  could  give  any  reason  even  been  acquainted,  at  least,  with 
to  myself,  having  removed  the  your  mother's  appearance,  and 
packings,  we  closed  and  locked  the  need  not  have  sustained  this 
door,  leaving  the  candles  about  the  shock.  But  he  would  not  con- 
room,  in  their  soft  strange  illumi-  sent.  It  gave  him,  I  think,  a 
nation  lighting  the  first  night  of  certain  pleasure  to  think  that  he 
her  return  to  her  old  place.  had  the   only   picture.     But   now 

That  night  no  more  was  said,  he   is  dead — and  out  of  remorse, 

My  father  went  to  his  room  early,  or  with  some  other  intention,  has 

which  was  not  his  habit.     He  had  left  it  to  me." 

never,  however,  accustomed  me  to  "  That     looks     like     kindness," 

sit   late   with  him  in  the  library,  said  I. 

I  had  a  little  study  or  smoking-  "  Yes  ;   or  something  else.     He 

room  of  my  own,  in  which  all  my  might   have   thought    that   by  so 

special  treasures  were,  the  coUec-  doing  he  was  establishing  a  claim 

tions  of  my  travels  and  my  favour-  upon  me,"  my  father  said  :  but  he 

ite  books — and  where  I  always  sat  did  not  seem  disposed  to  add  any 

after  prayers,  a  ceremonial  which  more.     On  whose  behalf  he  meant 

was  regularly  kept  up  in  the  house,  to   establish   a   claim    I    did    not 

I  retired  as  usual  this  night  to  my  know,  nor  who  the  man  was  who 

room,  and  as  usual  read — but  to-  had  laid  us  under  so  great  an  ob- 

night    somewhat    vaguely,    often  ligation  on  his  deathbed.     He  had 

pausing  to   think.     When  it  was  established  a  claim  on  me  at  least  : 

ouite  late,  I  went  out  by  the  glass  though,  as  he  was  dead,  I  could  not 

door  to  the  lawn,  and  walked  round  see  on  whose  behalf  it  was.     And 

the  house,  with  the    intention   of  my  father  said  nothing  more.     He 

looking  in   at  the    drawing-room  seemed    to    dislike    the     subject, 

windows,  as  I  had  done  when  a  When  I  attempted  to  return  to  it, 

child.      But  I  had  forgotten  that  he   had   recourse  to  his  letters  or 

these  windows  were  all  shuttered  his  newspapers.     Evidently  he  had 

at  night,  and  nothing  but  a  faint  made  up  his  mind  to  say  no  more. 
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Afterwards  I  went  into  the 
drawing-room  to  look  at  the  pic- 
ture once  more.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  the  anxiety  in  her  eyes  was 
not  so  evident  as  I  had  thought  it 
last  night.  The  light  possibly 
was  more  favourable.  She  stood 
just  above  the  place  where,  I  make 
no  doubt,  she  had  sat  in  life,  where 
her  little  work-basket  was — not 
very  much  above  it.  The  picture 
was  full-length,  and  we  had  hung  it 
low,  so  that  she  might  have  been 
stepping  into  the  room,  and  was 
little  above  my  own  level  as  I 
stood  and  looked  at  her  again. 
Once  more  I  smiled  at  the  strange 


thought  that  this  young  creature, 
so  young,  almost  childish,  could  be 
my  mother  ;  and  once  more  my 
eyes  grew  wet  looking  at  her.  He 
was  a  benefactor,  indeed,  who  had 
given  her  back  to  us.  I  said  to 
myself,  that  if  I  could  ever  do- 
anything  for  him  or  his,  I  would 
certainly  do,  for  my — for  this 
lovely  young  creature's  sake. 

And  with  this  in  my  mind, 
and  all  the  thoughts  that  came 
with  it,  I  am  obliged  to  confess 
that  the  other  matter,  which  I 
had  been  so  full  of  on  the  pre- 
vious night,  went  entirely  out  of 
my  head. 


It  is  rarely,  however,  that  such 
matters  are  allowed  to  slip  out  of 
one's  mind.  When  I  went  out  in 
the  afternoon  for  my  usual  stroll — 
or  rather  when  I  returned  from 
that  stroll — I  saw  once  more  before 
me  the  woman  with  her  baby  whose 
story  had  filled  me  with  dismay  on 
the  previous  evening.  She  was 
waiting  at  the  gate  as  before,  and 
— "  Oh,  gentleman,  but  haven't  you 
got  some  news  to  give  me  ?  "  she 
said. 

"  My  good  woman — I — have 
been  greatly  occupied.  I  have  had 
— no  time  to  do  anything." 

"  Ah  ! "  she  said,  with  a  little 
cry  of  disappointment,  "  my  man 
said  not  to  make  too  sure,  and  that 
the  ways  of  the  gentlefolks  is  hard 
to  know." 

"  I  cannot  explain  to  you,"  I 
said,  as  gently  as  I  could,  '*  what 
it  is  that  nas  made  me  forget  you. 
It  was  an  event  that  can  only  do 
you  good  in  the  end.  Go  home 
now,  and  see  the  man  that  took 
your  things  from  you,  and  tell  him 
to  come  to  me.  I  promise  you  it 
shall  all  be  put  right." 

The  woman  looked  at  me  in  as- 
tonishment, then    burst   forth,  as 


it  seemed,  involuntarily, — "  What! 
without  asking  no  questions?" 
After  this  there  came  a  storm  of 
tears  and  blessings,  from  which  I 
made  haste  to  escape,  but  not  with- 
out carrying  that  curious  commen- 
tary on  my  rashness  away  with  me 
— "Without  asking  no  questions?" 
It  might  be  foolish,  perhaps  :  but 
after  all  how  slight  a  matter.  To 
make  the  poor  creature  comfort- 
able at  the  cost  of  what — a  box  or 
two  of  cigars,  perhaps,  or  some 
other  trifle.  And  if  it  should  be 
her  own  fault,  or  her  husband's — 
what  then  ?  Had  I  been  punished 
for  all  my  faults,  where  should  I 
have  been  now.  And  if  the  ad- 
vantage should  be  only  temporary, 
what  then  ?  To  be  relieved  and 
comforted  even  for  a  day  or  two, 
was  not  that  something  to  count 
in  life  ?  Thus  I  quenched  the  fiery 
dart  of  criticism  whichmy  protegee 
herself  had  thrown  into  the  trans- 
action, not  without  a  certain  sense 
of  the  humour  of  it.  Its  effect, 
however,  was  to  make  me  less 
anxious  to  see  my  father,  to  repeat 
my  proposal  to  him,  and  to  call 
his  attention  to  the  cruelty  per- 
formed in  his  name.     This  one  case 
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I  had  taken  out  of  the  category  of  ^*  Manage  for — ^master,'*  he  said, 
wrongs  to  be  righted,  by  assuming  with  a  face  of  consternation, 
arbitrarily  the  position  of  Provi-  "  You,  Mr  Philip  ! " 
dence  in  my  own  person — ^for,  of  ^^  You  seem  to  have  a  K^et^t  con- 
course, I  had  bound  myself  to  pay  tempt  for  me,  Morphew.'' 
the  poor  creature's  rent  as  well  as  He  did  not  deny  the  fact.  He 
redeem  her  goods — and,  whatever  said  with  excitement,  ^^  Master, 
mieht  happen  to  her  in  the  future,  sir — master  don't  let  himself  be 
had  taken  the  past  into  my  own  put  a  stop  to  by  any  man.  Mas- 
hands.  The  man  came  presently  ter's — not  one  to  be  managed, 
to  see  me  who,  it  seems,  had  acted  Don't  you  quarrel  with  master,  Mr 
as  my  father's  agent  in  the  matter.  Philip,  for  the  love  of  Ood."  The 
*^  I  don't  know,  sir,  how  Mr  Can-  old  man  was  quite  pale, 
ning  will  take  it,"  he  said.  "  He  "  Quarrel ! ''  I  said.  "  I  have 
don't  want  none  of  those  irregular,  never  quarrelled  with  my  father, 
bad-paying  ones  in  his  property,  and  I  don't  mean  to  begin  now." 
He  always  says  as  to  look  over  it  Morphew  dispelled  his  own  ex- 
and  let  the  rent  run  on  is  making  citement  by  making  up  the  fire, 
things  worse  in  the  end.  His  rule  which  was  dying  in  the  grate.  It 
is,  *  Never  more  than  a  month,  Ste-  was  a  very  mild  spring  evening, 
vens  :'  that's  what  Mr  Canning  says  and  he  made  up  a  ereat  blaze 
to  me,  sir.'  He  says,  'More  than  which  would  have  suited  December, 
that  they  can't  pay.  It's  no  use  This  is  one  of  many  ways  in  which 
trying.'  And  it's  a  good  rule  ;  it's  an  old  servant  will  relieve  his  mind, 
a  very  good  rule.  He  won't  hear  He  muttered  all  the  time  as  he 
none  of  their  stories,  sir.  Bless  threw  on  the  coals  and  wood, 
you,  you'd  never  get  a  penny  of  "  He'll  not  like  it — we  all  know 
rent  from  them  small  houses  if  you  as  he'll  not  like  it.  Master  won't 
listened  to  their  tales.  But  if  so  stand  no  meddling,  Mr  Philip," — 
be  as  you'll  pay  Mrs  Jordan's  rent,  this  last  he  discharged  at  me  like 
it's  none  of  my  business  how  it's  a  flying  arrow  as  he  closed  the 
paid,  so  long  as  it's  paid,  and  Pll  door. 

send   her  back   her   things.     But  I  soon  found  there  was  truth  *in 

they'll  just  have  to  be  took  next  what  he  said.     My  father  was  not 

time,"  he  added,  composedlv.  ''Over  angry  ;  he  was  even  half  amused, 

and  over :    it's  always   the  same  "  I  don't  think  that  plan  of  yours 

story  with  them  sort  of  poor  folks  will  hold  water,  Phil.     I  hear  you 

— they're   too  poor  for  anything,  have  been  paying  rents   and  re- 

that's  the  truth,"  the  man  said.  deeming  furniture — ^that's   an  ex- 

Morphew  came  back  to  my  room  pensive  game,  and  a  very  profitless 

after  my  visitor  was  gone.     "  Mr  one.     Of   course,   so  long  as  you 

Philip,"  he  said,  "you'll  excuse  me,  are^a  benevolent  gentleman  acting 

sir,  but  if  you're  going  to  pay  all  for  your  own  pleasure,  it  makes  no 

the  poor  folk's  rent  as  have  dis-  difference  to  me.     I  am  quite  con- 

tresses  put  in,  you  may  just   so  tent  if  I  get  my  money,  even  out  of 

into  the  court  at  once,  for  it's  with-  your  pockets — so  long  as  it  amuses 

out  end "  you.     But  as  my   collector,    you 

"  I  am  going   to   be  the  agent  know,  which  you  are  good  enough 

myself,  Morphew,  and  manage  for    to  propose  to  be " 

my  father  :  and  we'll  soon  put  a  "  Of  course  I  should  act  under 

stop  to  that,"  I  said,  more  cheer-  your  orders,"  I  said  ;  "  but  at  least 

fully  than  I  felt.  you  might  be  sure  that  I  would  not 
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oommit  you  to  any — ^to  any "    isation.     A  bad  man  is  a  distinct 

I  paused  for  a  word.  entity,   against  whom  you    know 

'^  Act  of  oppression,"  he  said  with  more  or  less  what  steps  to  take, 
a  smile — ^^  piece  of  cruelty  ^exaction  A  tyrant,  an  oppressor,  a  bad  land- 
— ^therearelialf-a-dozen  words "    lord,   a   man  who  lets    miserable 

"  Sir "  I  cried.  tenements  at  a  rack-rent  (to  come 

**  Stop,  Phil,  and  let  us  under-  down  to  particulars),  and  exposes 
stand  each  other.  I  hope  I  have  his  wretched  tenants  to  all  those 
always  been  a  just  man.  I  do  mj  abominations  of  which  we  have 
duty  on  my  side,  and  I  expect  it  heard  so  much — well  I  he  is  more 
from  others.  It  is  your  beneyol-  or  less  a  satisfactory  opponent. 
ence  that  is  cruel.  I  have  calcu-  There  he  is,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
lated  anxiously  how  much  credit  be  said  for  him — down  with  him  ! 
it  is  safe  to  allow  ;  bat  I  will  allow  and  let  there  be  an  end  of  his 
no  man,  or  woman  either,  to  go  wickedness.  But  when,  on  the  con- 
beyond  what  he  or  she  can  make  trary,  you  haye  before  you  a  good 
up.  My  law  is  fixed.  Now  you  man,  a  just  man, who  has  considered 
understand.  My  agents,  as  you  deeply  a  question  which  you  allow 
call  them,  originate  nothing — they  to  be  full  of  difficulty  ;  who  regrets, 
execute  only  what  I  decide "       but  cannot,   being  human,  ayert, 

^  But  then  no  circumstances  are  the  miseries  which  to  some  unhappy 
taken  into  account — no  bad  luck,  individuals  follow  from  the  very 
no  evil  chances,  no  loss  unex-  wisdom  of  his  rule, — what  can  you 
pected."  do — what  is  to  be  done  ?    Individ- 

**  There  are  no  evil  chances,"  he  ual  benevolence  at  haphazard  may 
said,  "  there  is  no  bad  luck — they  baulk  him  here  and  there,  but 
reap  as  they  sow.  No,  I  don't  go  what  have  you  to  put  in  the  place  of 
among  them  to  be  cheated  by  their  his  well-considered  scheme  ?  Char- 
storieSy  and  spend  quite  unneces-  ity  which  makes  paupers  ?  or  what 
sary  emotion  in  sympathising  with  else  ?  I  had  not  considered  the 
them.  You  will  find  it  much  oetter  question  deeply,  but  it  seemed  to 
for  you  that  I  don't.  I  deal  with  me  that  I  now  came  to  a  blank  wall, 
them  on  a  general  rule,  made,  I  which  my  vague  human  sentiment 
assure  you,  not  without  a  great  of  pity  and  scorn  could  find  no  way 
deal  of  thought."  to  oreach.     There  must   be  wrong 

"  And  must  it  always  be  so  ?  "  I    somewhere — but    where  ?      There 
said.     ''  Is  there  no  way  of  amel-    must  be  some  change  for  the  better 
iorating  or  bringing  in   a  better    to  be  made— but  how  ? 
state  of  things  ?  "  I  was  seated  with  a  book  before 

"  It  seems  not,"  he  said  ;  "  we  me  on  the  table,  with  my  head 
•don't  get  *  no  forrarder'  in  that  supported  on  my  hands.  My  eyes 
•direction  so  far  as  lean  see."  And  were  on  the  printed  page,  but  I 
then  he  turned  the  conversation  to  was  not  reading — my  mind  was 
general  matters.  full  of  these  thoughts,  my  heart  of 

I  retired  to  my  room  greatly  great  discouragement  and  despond- 
discouraged  that  night.  In  former  eney,  a  sense  that  I  could  do  iioth- 
zges — or  so  one  is  Ted  to  suppose  ing,  yet  that  there  surely  must  and 
—  and  in  the  lower  primitive  ought,  if  I  but  knew  it,  be  some- 
classes  who  still  linger  near  the  thing  to  do.  The  tire  which 
primeval  type,  action  of  any  kind  Morphew  had  built  up  before  din- 
was,  and  is,  easier  than  amid  the  ner  was  dying  out,  the  shaded 
complication  of   our  higher  civil-    lamp  on  my  table  left  all  the  cor- 
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ners  in  a  mysterious  twilight,  that  if  real  at  all  it  must  have 
The  house  was  perfectly  still,  no  been  in  a  far  comer  of  the  bouse, 
one  moving  :  mv  father  in  the  I  did  not  move  except  to  lift  my 
library,  where,  after  the  habit  of  eyes  from  the  book  as  one  does- 
many  solitary  years,  he  liked  to  be  instinctively  the  better  to  listen  ; 

left  alone,  ana  I  here  in  my  re-    when But  I  cannot  tell,  nor 

treat,  preparing  for  the  formation  have  I  ever  been  able  to  describe 

of  similar  habits.      I  thought  all  exactly   what  it   was.     My  heart 

at  once  of  the  third  member  of  the  made  all  at  once  a  sudden  leap  in 

party,  the  new-comer,  alone  too  in  my  breast.     I  am  aware  that  this 

the  room  that  had  been  hers  ;  and  language  is  figurative,  and  that  the 

there  suddenly  occurred   to   me  a  heart  cannot  leap  :  but  it  is  a  figure 

strong  desire  to  take  up  my  lamp  so  entirely  justified   by  sensation, 

and  go  to  the  drawing-room  and  that   no  one   will  have   any  difii- 

visit    her,    to     see    wnether    her  culty    in    understanding    what    I 

soft,  angelic  face  would  give  any  mean.     My  heart  leapt  up  and  be- 

inspiration.   I  restrained,  however,  gan   beating  wildly  in  my  throat,, 

this  futile  impulse — for  what  could  in  my  ears,  as  if  my  whole  being 

the  picture  say  ? — and  instead  won-  had  received  a  sudden   and  intol- 

dered  what  might  have  been   had  erable  shock.      The    sound   went 

she    lived,   had    she    been    there,  through   my  head  like  the  dizzy 

warmly     enthroned     beside     the  sound  of  some  strange  mechanism^ 

warm  domestic  centre,  the  hearth  a   thousand   wheels  -and    springs,, 

which  would  have  been  a  common  circling,  echoing,    working  in  my 

sanctuary,    the     true    home.      In  brain.     I  felt  the  blood  bound  in 

that  case  what  might  have  been  ?  my  veins,  my  mouth  became   dry,. 

Alas  !  the  question  was   no  more  my  eyes  hot,  a  sense  of  something 

simple  to  answer  than  the  other  :  insupportable    took   possession  of 

she  mighthave  been  there  alone  too,  me.     I.  sprang    to    my  feet,   and 

her   husband's  business,  her  son's  then  I  sat  down  again.     I   cast  a 

thoughts,  as  far  from  her  as  now,  quick  glance  round  me  beyond  the- 

when  her  silent  representative  held  brief   circle  of  the  lamplight,  but 

her  old   place  in  the  silence  and  there  was    nothing   there    to    ac- 

darkness.   I  had  known  it  so,  often  count  in  any  way  for  this  sudden 

enough.      Love  itself  does  not  al-  extraordinary  rush  of  sensation — 

ways  give  comprehension  and  sym-  nor  could  I  feel  any  meaning  in 

pathy.     It  might  be  that  she  was  it,     any    suggestion,     any    moral 

more  to  us  there,  in  the  sweet  image  impression.     I  thought  I  must  be 

of  her  undeveloped  beauty,  than  going  to  be  ill,  and  got   out  my 

she  might  have  been  had  she  lived  watch  and   felt  my  pulse  :  it  wa» 

and  grown  to  maturity  and  fading,  beating  furiously,  about  125  throbs 

like  the  rest.  in    a    minute.      I     knew     of     na 

I  cannot  be  certain  whether  ray  illness  that    could    come  on    like 

mind  was  still   lingering  on    this  this  without  warning,  in  a  moment, 

not  very  cheerful  reflection,  or  if  and  I  tried  to   subdue  myself,  to 

it  had  been  left  behind,  when  the  say  to  myself  that  it  was  nothing, 

strange  occurrence  came  of  which  some   flutter  of  the  n6rves,   some^ 

I  have  now  to  tell  :  can  I  call  it  physical  disturbance.     I  laid  my- 

an  occurrence  ?    My  eyes  were  on  self  down  upon  my  sofa  to  try  if 

my  book,  when  I  thought  I  heard  rest  would  help  me,  and  kept  still 

the  sound  of  a  door  opening  and  — as   long  as  the  thumping    and 

shutting,  but  so  far  away  and  faint  throbbing  of    this   wild     excited 
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meohanism  within,  like  a  wild  and  before  I  knew  where  I  was  go- 
beast  plunging  and  struggling,  ing,  went  into  my  father's  library 
woul4  let  me.  I  am  quite  aware  with  my  lamp  in  my  hand. 
of  the  confusion  of  the  metaphor  He  was  stul  sitting  there  at  his 
— ^the  reality  was  just  so.  It  was  writing  table  ;  he  looked  up  aston- 
like  a  mechanism  deranged,  going  ished  to  see  me  hurrying  m  with 
wildlj  with  ever-increasing  preci-  my  light.  "  Phil ! "  he  said,  sur- 
pitation,  like  those  horrible  wheels  pnsed.  I  remember  that  I  shut 
that  from  time  to  time  catch  a  the  door  behind  me,  and  came  up 
helpless  human  being  in  them  and  to  him,  and  set  down  the  lamp 
tear  him  to  pieces :  but  at  the  on  his  table.  My  sudden  appear- 
same  time  it  was  like  a  maddened  ance  alarmed  him.  "  What  is  the 
living  creature  making  the  wildest  matter  ?  "  he  cried.  ''  Philip,  what 
efforts  to  get  free.  have  you  been  doing  with  your- 

When    1    could    bear  this    no  self?'' 

longer  I  got  up  and  walked  about  I  sat  down  on  the  nearest  chair 

my  room  ;  then  having  still  a  cer-  and  gasped,  gazing  at  him.     The 

tain   command  of  myself,  though  wild  commotion  ceased,  the  blood 

I   could   not    master  the  commo-  subsided  into  its  natural  channels, 

tion    within    me,    I    deliberately  my   heart  resumed   its  place.      I 

took  down  an  exciting  book  from  use  such  words  as  mortal  weakness 

the  shelf,    a  book  of    breathless  can   to  express  the  sensations    I 

adventure   which   had  always  in-  felt.     I  came  to  myself  thus,  gaz- 

terested  me,  and  tried  with  that  to  ing  at  him,   confounded,   at  once 

break  the  spell.     After  a  few  min-  by  the  extraordinary  passion  which 

ntes,  however,   I  flung  the   book  I  had  gone  through,  and  its  sud- 

aside  ;  I  was  gradually  losing  all  den  cessation.     ''  The  matter  ?  "  I 

power  over  myself.    What  I  should  cried  ;  "  I  don't  know  what  is  the 

be  moved  to  do, — to  shout  aloud,  to  matter." 

struggle  with  I  know  not  what ;  or  My  father  had  pushed  his  spec- 
if I  was  going  mad  altogether,  and  tacles  up  from  his  eyes.  He  ap- 
next  moment  must  be  a  raving  Inn-  peared  to  me  as  faces  appear  in  a 
atic,: — I  could  not  tell.  I  kept  look-  fever,  all  glorified  with  light  which 
ing  round,  expecting  I  don't  know  is  not  in  them — his  eyes  glowing, 
what :  several  times  with  the  cor-  his  white  hair  shining  like  silver  ; 
ner  of  my  eye  I  seemed  to  see  but  his  looks  were  severe.  "  You 
a  movement,  as  if  some  one  was  are  not  a  boy,  that  I  should  re- 
stealing  out  of  sight ;  but  when  I  prove  you  ;  but  you  ought  to  know 
looked  straight,  there  was  never  better,"  he  said, 
anything  but  the  plain  outlines  of  Then  I  explained  to  him,  so  far 
the  wall  and  carpet,  the  chairs  as  I  was  able,  what  had  happened, 
standing  in  good  order.  At  last  Had  happened  ?  nothing  had  hap- 
I  snatched  up  the  lamp  in  my  pened.  He  did  not  understand 
hand  and  went  out  of  the  room,  me — nor  did  I,  now  that  it  was 
To  look  at  the  picture  ?  which  had  over,  understand  myself  ;  but  he 
been  faintly  showing  in  my  ima-  saw  enough  to  make  him  aware 
gination  from  time  to  time,  the  that  the  disturbance  in  me  was 
eyes,  jnore  anxious  than  ever,  look-  serious,  and  not  caused  by  any 
ing  at  me  from  out  the  silent  air.  folly  of  my  own.  He  was  very 
But  no  ;  I  passed  the  door  of  that  kina  as  soon  as  he  had  assured  him- 
room  swiftly,  moving,  it  seemed,  self  of  this,  and  talked,  taking  pains 
without  any  volition  of  my  own,  to   bring   me  back   to   unexciting 
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subjects.     He  had  a  letter  in  bis  like  tbe   look    of    the    man.      It 

band  with  a  very  deep  border  of  seemed   to   me   that  in   tbe   dark 

black  when  I  came  in.     I  observed  lane  behind  tbe  house  of  a  winter's 

it,  without  taking  any  notice   or  night  be  would  not  be  a  pleasant 

associating    it    with    anything    I  person  to  find  in  one's  way.     Nor 

knew.     He  had  many  correspond-  was  this  all :  when  I  went  out  in- 

ents,   and   although   we  were    ex-  to   the  little   street   which   \l  ap- 

cellent  friends,  we  had  never  been  peared  was  all,  or  almost  all,  my 

on  those  confidential  terms  which  father's    property    a    number    of 

warrant    one   man   in   asking   an-  groups  formed  in  my  way,^  and  at 

other  from  whom  a  special  letter  least  half-a- dozen  applicants  sidled 

has     come.      We     were     not     so  up.     "  I've  more  claims  nor  Mary 

near  to  each  other  as  this,  though  Jordan  any  day,"  said  one  ;   "  I've 

we   were   father  and    son.     After  lived  on  Squire  Canning's  property, 

a  while  I  went  back  to  my   own  one  place  and  another,  this  twenty 

room,   and    finished    the   evening  year."     "And   what   do   you   say 

in   my   usual    way,    without   any  tojme,"  said  another;  "I've  six  chil- 

return  of   the   excitement   which,  dren  to  her  two,  bless  you,  sir,  and 

now  that  it  was  over,  looked  to  me  ne'er  a  father  to  do  for  them."     I 

like    some    extraordinary    dream,  believed  in  my  father's  rule  before 

What  had  it  meant  ?  had  it  meant  I  got  out  of  the  street,    and   ap- 

anything?  I   said  to   myself   that  proved    his    wisdom    in    keeping 

it  must  DC  purely  physical,  some-  himself  free  from  personal  contact 

thing     gone     temporarily     amiss,  with   his    tenants.      Yet    when   I 

which  had  righted  itself.     It  was  looked   back   upon  the   swarming 

physical  ;  the  excitement  did  not  thoroughfare,      the     mean     little 

affect  my  mind.     I  was  independ-  houses,  the  women  at  their  doors 

ent  of  it  all  the  time,  a  spectator  all  so  open-mouthed,  and  eager  to 

of  my  own  agitation — a  clear  proof  contend  for  my  favour,  my  heart 

that,    whatever    it     was,    it    had  sank    within   me   at   the   thought 

affected   my    bodily   organization  that    out   of    their  misery    some 

alone.  portion   of    our  wealth     came — I 

Next    day   I    returned    to    the  aon't   care   how  small  a   portion ; 

problem    which  I   bad    not  been  that  I,   young  and  strong,  should 

able  to   solve.     I 'found   out   my  be  kept  idle  and  in  luxury,  in  some 

petitioner  in  the  back  street,  and  part   through  the  money  screwed 

that   she   was    happy  in   the    re-  oat  of  their  necessities,  obtained 

covery    of  her  possessions,   which  sometimes     by    the     sacrifice     of 

to  my  eyes  indeed  did  not  seem  everything      they      prized  !       Of 

very  worthy  either  of  lamentation  course   I    know   all   the   ordinary 

or  delight.     Nor   was  her  house  commonplaces   of  life  as  well   as 

the    tidy     house     which    injured  any  one — that  if  you  build  a  house 

virtue  should  have  when  restored  with   your  hand  or   your   money, 

to   its  humble  rights.      She    was  and  let  it,   the  rent  of  it  is  your 

not  injured  virtue,   it   was   clear,  just  due,  and  must  be  paid.     But 

She  made  me  a  great  many  curt-  yet 

seys,  and  poured  forth  a  number        "Don't   you  think,  sir,"  I   said 

of  blessings.     Her  "  man  "  came  in  that  evening  at  dinner,  the  subject 

while  I  was  there,  and  hoped  in  being  reintroduced  by  my  father 

a  gruff  voice  that  God  would  re-  himself,  "  that  we  have  some  duty 

ward  me,  and  that  the  old  gentle-  towards   them  when  we  draw    so 

man  'd  let  'em  alone.     I  did  not  much  from  them  ?  " 
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''  Certainly,"  he  said  ;  ^'  I  take  hnng,  as  if  he  had  gone  to  look  at 

as  much  trouble  about  their  drains  it  stealthily.     He  was  shaking  his 

as  I  do  about  my  own."  head,  and  saying  "  No,  no,"  to  him- 

*'That  is  always  something,    I  self,    not     perceiving    me,  and  I 

suppose."  stepped  aside  when  I  saw  him  so 

"  Something  I  it  is  a  great  deal —  absorbed.  For  myself,  I  entered 
it  is  more  than  they  get  anywhere  that  room  but  little.  I  went  out- 
else.  I  keep  them  clean,  as  far  as  side,  as  I  had  so  often  done  when 
that's  possible.  I  give  them  at  I  was  a  child,  and  looked  through 
least  the  means  of  keeping  clean,  the  windows  into  the  still  and  now 
and  thus  check  disease,  and  pro-  sacred  place,  which  had  always  im- 
long  life — which  is  more,  I  assure  pressed  me  with  a  certain  awe. 
you,  than  they've  any  right  to  Looked  at  so,  the  slight  figure 
expect."  in  its   white  dress   seemed  to   be 

I  was  not   prepared  with  argu-  stepping    down    into     the     room 

ments  as  1  ought  to    have    been,  from  some   slight  visionary    alti*^ 

That  is  all  in  the  Gospel  according  tude,  looking  with  that  which  had 

to  Adam  Smith,  which  my  father  seemed  to  me    at    first    anxiety, 

had  been  brought  up   in,  but  of  which  I  sometimes  represented  to 

which  the  tenets  had  begun  to  be  myself  now  as  a  wistful  curiosity, 

less  binding  in  my  day.     I  wanted  as  if  she  were  looking  for  the  life 

something    more,   or   else    some-  which     might    have     been     hers, 

thing  less;  but  my  views  were  not  Where  was  the  existence  that  had 

so  clear,   nor  ray  system  so  logi-  belonged  to  her,  the  sweet  house- 

cal    and   well-built,  as  that  upon  hold  place,  the  infant  she  had  left? 

which  my  father  rested  his  con-  She  would  no  more  recognise  the 

science,  and  drew  his  percentage  man  who  thus  came  to  look  at  her 

with  a  light  heart.  as  through  a  veil   with    a  mystic 

Yet  I  thought  there  were  signs  reverence,  than  I  could  recognize 

in  him  of  some   perturbation.     I  her.     I  could  never  be  her  child  to 

met  him  one  morning  coming  out  her,  any  more  than  she  could  be  a 

of  the  room  in  which  the  portrait  mother  to  me. 


Thus  time  passed  on  ^or  several 
quiet  days.  There  was  nothing  to 
make  us  give  any  special  heed  to 
the  passage  of  time,  life  being  very 
uneventful  and  its  habits  unvaried. 
My  mind  was  very  much  preoc- 
cupied by  my  father's  tenants. 
He  had  a  great  deal  of  property  in 
the  town  which  was  so  near  us, 
— streets  of  small  houses,  the  best- 
paying  property  (I  was  assured) 
of  any.  I  was  very  anxious  to 
come  to  some  settled  conclusion  : 
on  the  one  hand,  not  to  let  myself 
be  carried  away  by  sentiment  ;  on 
the  other,  not  to  allow  my  strong- 
ly roused  feelings  to  fall  into  the 


blank  of  routine,  as  his  had  done.  I 
was  seated  one  evening  in  my  own 
sitting-room  busy  with  this  matter 
— busy  with  calculations  as  to  cost 
and  profit,  with  an  anxious  desire 
to  convince  him,  either  that  his 
profits  were  greater  than  justice 
allowed,  or  that  they  carried  with 
them  a  more  urgent  duty  than  he 
had  conceived. 

It  was  night,  but  not  late,  not 
more  than  ten  o'clock,  the  house- 
hold still  astir.  Everything  was 
quiet — not  the  solemnity  of  mid- 
night silence,  in  which  there  is  al- 
ways something  of  mystery,  but 
the    soft-breathing    quiet  of    the 
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evening,  full  of  the  faint  habitaal  on  I  did  not  mind  what,  to  resist 

sounds  of  a    human    dwelling,    a  the  flood  of  sensation,  of  emotion, 

consciousness  of  life  about.     And  which  was  sweeping  through  me, 

I  was  very  busy  with  my  figures,  canning  me    away.        I   tried  to 

interested,  feeling  no  room  in  my  continue  my  calculations.     I  tried 

mind  for  any  other  thought.     The  to  stir  myself  up  with  recollections 

singular    experience     which    had  of  the  miserable  sights  I  had  seen, 

startled   me  so  much  had  passed  the  poverty,   the  helplessness.     I 

over  very  quickly,  and  there  had  triea  to  work  myself  into  indigna- 

been  no  return.     I  had  ceased  to  tion  ;  but  all  through  these  efforts 

think  of    it ;  indeed  I  had   never  I  felt  the  contaeion  growing  upon 

thought  of  it  save  for  the  moment,  me,  my  mind  falling  into  sympathy 

setting  it  down  after  it  was  over  with  all  those  straining  faculties 

to  a  physical  cause  without  much  of  the  body,  startled,  excited,driven 

difficulty.     At  this  time  I  was  far  wild  by    something  I    knew  not 

too  busy  to  have  thoughts  to  spare  what.     It  was  not   fear.       1  was 

for  anything,  or  room  for  imagin-  like  a  ship  at  sea   straining    and 

ation  ;  and  when  suddenly    in    a  pinning  against  wind  and    tide, 

moment,  without  any  warning,  the  out  I  was  not  afraid.       I  am    ob- 

first  symptom  returned,  I  started  Heed  to  use  these  metaphors,  other- 

with  it  into  determined  resistance,  wise  I  could   give  no  explanation 

resolute  not  to  be  fooled    by  any  of    my     condition,     seized     upon 

mock  influence  which  could  resolve  a^nst    my  will,  and  torn    from 

itself  into  the  action  of  nerves  or  aU   those    moorings  of  reason  to 

ganglions.     The  first  symptom,  as  which  I  clung  with  desperation — 

before,  was  that  my  heart  sprang  as  long  as  I  nad  the  strength, 

up  with  a  bound,   as  if  a  cannon  When  I  got  up  from  my  chair  at 

had  been  fired    at  my  ear.      My  last,  the  battle  was  lost,  so  far  as 

whole    being    responded    with   a  my  powers    of  self-control    were 

start.     The    pen   fell  out    of  my  concerned.    I]got  up  or  rather  was 

fingers,  the   ngures  went    out   of  dragged  up,  from  my  seat,  clutch- 

my    head    as    if  all    faculty  had  ing  at  these  material  things  round 

departed  :  and  yet  I  was  conscious  me  as  with  a  last  effort  to  hold  my 

for  a  time  at  least  of  keeping  my  own.     But  that  was  no  longer  pos- 

self -control.     I  was  like  the   rider  sible  ;  I  was  overcome.      I  stood 

of  a    frightened   horse,    rendered  for  a  moment  looking  round  me 

almost  wild  by  something  which  feebly,  feeling  myself  begin  to  bab- 

in  the  mystery    of    its    voiceless  ble  with  stammering    lips,   which 

being  it   has  seen,    something  on  was   the  alternative   of  shrieking, 

the  road  which  it  will    not  pass,  and  which  1  seemed  to  choose  as 

but  wildly  plunging,  resisting  every  a  lesser  evil.      What  I  said  was, 

persuasion,  turns  from,  with  ever  "  What  am  I  to  do  ?  "  and  after  a 

increasing  passion.  The  rider  him-  while,  '^  What  do  you  want  me  to 

self  after  a  time  becomes  infected  do  ? "  although  throughout  I  saw 

with  this  inexplainable  desperation  no  one,  heard  no  voice,  and  had  in 

of  terror,  and   I  suppose    I  must  reality    not  power  enough  in  my 

have  done  so  :  but  for  a  time    I  dizzy  and  confused  brain  to  know 

kept  the  upper    hand.       I  would  what  I    myself    meant.      I  stood 

not  allow  myself  to  spring  up  as  thus  for  a  moment  looking  blankly 

I  wished,  as  my  impulse  was,  but  round  me  for  guidance,  repeating 

sat  there  doggedly,  clinging  to  my  the  question,  which  seemed  after  a 

books,  to  my  table,  fixing  myself  time  to  become  almost  mechanical. 
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What  do  joa   want  me  to  do  ?  think  so.     I  have  no  delusions  that 

thoagh  I  neither  knew  to  whom  I  I  know  of.     Father,  think — do  you 

addressed  it  nor  why  I  said  it.  know  any  reason  why  I  am  brought 

Presently — ^whether     in     answer,  here  ?   for  some  cause  there  must  ^ 

iHiether  m  mere  yielding  of  nature,  be." 

I  cannot  tell — I  became  aware  of       I  stood  with  my  hand  upon  the 

a  difference  :  not  a  lessening  of  the  back  of  his  chair.     His  table  was 

agitation,  but  a  softening,  as  if  my  covered  with  papers,  among  which 

powers  of  resistance  being  exhaust-  were  several  letters  with  the  broad 

ed,  a  gentler  force,  a  more  benig-  black  border  which  I  had  before 

naut  influence,  had  rooQi.    I  felt  observed.      I  noticed  this  now  in 

myself  consent  to  whatever  it  was.  my  excitement   without  any  dis- 

My  heart  melted  in  the  midst  of  tinct  associations  of  thoughts,  for 

the  tumult ;  I  seemed  to  give  my-  that  I  was  not  capable  of  ;  but  the 

self  up,    and  move  as    if  drawn  black  border  caught  my  eye.    And 

by  some  one  whose  arm  was  in  I  was  conscious  that  he,  too,  gave 

mine,  as  if   softly   swept    along,  a  hurried  glance  at  them,  and  with 

not  forcibly,  but  with  an  utter  con-  one  hand  swept  them  away, 
sent  of  all   my  faculties  to  do  I        '^  Philip,"  he  said,  pushing  back 

knew  not  what,  for  love  of  I  knew  his   chair,  "you   must  be   ill,  my 

not  whom.      For  love — that  was  poor  boy.     Evidently  we  have  not 

how  it  seemed — not  by  force,  as  been  treating  you   rightly  :     you 

when   I   went    before.      But    my  have  been   more  ill    all   through 

steps  took  the  same  course  :  I  went  than  I  supposed.    Let  me  persuade 

through  the  dim    passages    in  an  you  to  go  to  bed." 
exaltation  indescribable,  and  open-        "  1  am   perfectly  well,"  I  said. 

ed  the  door  of  my  father's  room.  "  Father,  don't  let  us  deceive  one 

He  was  seated  there  at  his  table  another.     I  am  neither  a  man  to 

as  usual,    the  light  of  the    lamp  ^o  mad  nor  to  see  ghosts.     What 

falling  on  his  white  hair  :  he  looked  it  is  that  has  got  the  command 

up  with  some  surprise  at  the  sound  over  me  I  can't  tell  ;   but  there  is 

of  the  opening  door.      "  Phil,"  he  some  cause  for  it.     You  are  doing 

said,  and,  with  a  look  of  wondering  something  or  planning  something 

apprehension  on  his  face,  watched  with  which  I  nave  a  right  to  in- 

my  approach.     I  went  straight  up  terfere." 

to  him,  and  put  my  hand  on  his        He   turned    round    squarely    in 

shoulder.     "  Phil,  what  is  the  mat-  his  chair  with  a  spark  in  his  blue 

ter  ?     What   do    you    want  with  eyes.      He  was  not  a   man  to  be 

me  ?  What  is  it  ?     he  said.  meddled  with.      "  I   have    yet  to 

"  Father,  I    can't    tell  you.      I  learn  what  can  give  my  son  a  right 

come  not  of  myself.      There  must  to  interfere.     I   am  in  possession 

be  something  in  it,  though  I  don't  of  all  my  faculties,  I  hope." 
know    what   it    is.      This    is   the        "  Father,"  I  cried,  "  won't  you 

second  time  I   have  been  brought  listen  to  me  ?  no  one  can  say  I  have 

to  you  here."  been   undutiful    or    disrespectful. 

"  Are  you  going ?  "  he  stop-  I  am  a  man,  with  a  right  to  speak 

ped  himself.  The  exclamation  had  my  mind,  and  I  have  done  so  ;  but 

been  beeun  with  an  angry  inten-  this  is  different.     I  am  not  here  by 

tion.      He  stopped,  looking  at  me  my  own  will.      Something  that  is 

with  a  scared  look,  as  if  perhaps  it  stronger  than  I  has  brought  me. 

might  be  true.  There  is  something  in  your  mind 

*<  Do  you  mean   mad  ?   I  don't  which  disturbs — others.      I    don't 
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know  what  I  am  saying.      This  is  then  sat  down   again  as   quickly, 

not  what  I  meant  to  say  :  but  you  "Come,  Phil :  if  it  will  please  you, 

know  the  meaning  better  than  L  not  to  make   a    breach,   the  first 

*  Some  one — who  can  speak  to  you  breach,  between  us,  you  shall  have 

only  by  me — speaks  to    you  by  your  way.       I  consent    to    your 

me  ;  and  I  know  that  you  under-  looking   mto   that    matter    about 

stand."  the  poor  tenants.    Your  mind  shall 

He  gazed  up  at    me,  growing  not    be'  upset   about    that,   even 

pale,  and  his  underlip  fell.     I,  for  though  I  don't  enter  into  all  your 

my  part,  felt  that  my  message  was  views." 

delivered.     My  heart  sank  into  a  "  Thank   you,"   I   said  ;    "  but, 

stillness    so  sudden  that   it  made  father,  that  is  not  what  it  is." 

me  faint.     The  light  swam  in  my  "  Then  it  is  a  piece  of  folly,"  he 

eyes  :       everything    went    round  said,   angrily.      "  I    suppose    you 

with  me.     I  kept  upright  only  by    mean but  this  is  a  matter  in 

my  hold  upon  tne  chair;  and  in  the  which  I  choose  to  judge  for  my- 

sense  of  utter  weakness  that  fol-  self." 

lowed,  I  dropped   on  my  knees  I  "  You  know    what  I  mean,"   I 

think  first,  then  on  the  nearest  seat  said,  as  quietly  as  I  could,  "  though 

that  presented    itself,   and  cover-  I  don't  myself  know  ;    that  proves 

ing  my  face  with  my  hands,  had  there  is  good  reason  for  it.     Will 

hard  ado  not  to  sob,  in  the  sudden  you  do  one  thing  ior  me  before  I 

removal  of  that  strange  influence,  leave  you  ?    Come  with  me  into 

the  relaxation  of  the  strain.  the  drawing-room " 

There  was  silence   between   us  "  What  end,"  he  said,  with  again 

for  some  time  ;  then  he  said,  but  the  tremble  in  his  voice,  "  is  to  be 

with  a  voice  slightly  broken,  "  I  served  by  that  ?  " 

don't  understand  you,  Phil.     You  "  I  don't  very  well  know  ;  but 

must  have  taken  some  fancy  into  to  look  at  her,  you  and  I  together, 

your  mind  which    my  slower  in-  will  always  do  something  for  us, 

telligence Speak    out    what  sir.     As  for  breach,  there  can  be 

you  want  to  say.     What  do  you  no  breach  when  we  stand  there." 

find  fault  with  ?  Is  it  all — all  that  He  got  up,  trembling  like  an  old 

woman  Jordan  ?  "  man,  which  he  was,  but  which  he 

He  ^ave  a  short  forced  laugh  as  never  looked  like  save  at  moments 

he  broke  off,  and  shook  me  almost  of  emotion  like  this,  and  told  me  to 

roughly  by  the  shoulder,  saying,  take  the  light  ;  then  stopped  when 

*'  SpeaK  out !  what — what  do  you  he  had  got   half-way    across    the 

want  to  say  V  "  .  room.  "  This  is  a  piece  of  theatrical 

"  It  seems,  sir,  that  I  have  said  sentimentality,"    he   said.       "  No, 

everything."      My  voice  trembled  Phil,  I   will  not  go.      I  will  not 

more  than  his,  but  not  in  the  same    bring  her  into  any  such Put 

way.     "  I  have  told  you  that  I  did  down  the  lamp,   and  if  you  will 

not  come  by  my  own  will — quite  take  my  advice  go  to  bed." 

otherwise.     1  resisted  as  long  as  I  "  At     least,"    I    said,    "  I    will 

could  :  now  all  is  said.  It  is  for  you  trouble  you  no  more,  father,  to- 

to  judge  whether  it  was  worth  the  night.    So  long  as  you  understand, 

trouble  or  not."  there  need  be  no  more  to  say." 

He  got  up  from  his  seat  in  a  He  gave  me  a  very  curt "  good- 
hurried  way.  "  You  would  have  night,"  and  turned  back  to  his 
me  as — mad  as  yourself,"  he  said,  papers — the  letters  with  the  black 
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edge,  either  by  my'  ima^nation  or 
in  reality,  always  keeping  upper- 
most. I  went  to  my  own  room 
for  my  lamp,  and  then  alone  pro- 
ceeded to  the  silent  shrine  in  which 
the  portrait  hung.  I  at  least 
would  look  at  her  to-night.  I 
don't  know  whether  I  asked  my- 
self, in  so  many  words,  if  it  were 
she  who— or  if  it  was  any  one 
— I  knew  nothing  ;  but  my  heart 
was  drawn  with  a  softness — bom, 
perhaps,  of  the  great  weakness 
m  which  I  was  left  after  that  vis- 
itation— to  her,  to  look  at  her,  to 
see  perhaps  if  there  was  any  sym- 


pathy, any  approval  in  her  face. 
I  set  down  my  lamp  on  the  table 
where  her  little  work-basket  still 
was  ;  the  light  threw  a  gleam  up- 
ward upon  her, — she  seemed 
more  than  ever  to  be  stepping  in- 
to the  room,  coming  down  towards 
me,  coming  back  to  her  life.  Ah 
no  !  her  life  was  lost  and  vanished  : 
all  mine  stood  between  her  and 
the  days  she  knew.  She"  looked  at 
me  with  eyes  that  did  not  change. 
The  anxiety  I  had  seen  at  first 
seemed  now  a  wistful  subdued 
question  ;  but  that  difference  was 
not  in  her  look  but  in  mine. 


I  need  not  linger  on  the  inter-  special  object :  though  a  certain 
vening  time.  The  doctor  who  at-  puzzled  look  and  slight  shake  of 
tended  us  usually,  came  in  next  the  head  when  my  father  returned, 
day  *^  by  accident,"  and  we  had  a  might  have  thrown  some  light  up- 
long  conversation.  On  the  follow-  on  it.  The  report  of  the  medica] 
ing  day  a  very  impressive  yet  genial  experts  in  my  case  must,  however, 
gentleman  from  town  lunched  with  have  been  (juite  satisfactory,  for  I 
OS — a  friend  of  my  father's,  Dr  heard  nothing  more  of  them.  It 
Something  ;  but  the  introduction  was,  I  think,  a  fortnight  later  when 
was  hurried,  and  I  did  not  catch  the  next  and  last  of  these  strange 
his  name.  He,  too,  had  a  long  experiences  came, 
talk  with  me  afterwards — my  This  time  it  was  morning,  about 
father  being  called  away  to  speak  noon, — a   wet  and   rather    dismal 

to  some  one  on  business.     Dr spring  day.    The  half-spread  leaves 

drew  me  out  on  the  subject  of  seemed  to  tap  at  the  window, 
the  dwellings  of  the  poor.  He  said  with  an  appeal  to  be  taken  in; 
he  heard  I  took  great  interest  in  the  primroses,  that  showed  golden 
this  question,  which  had  come  so  upon  the  grass  at  the  roots  of 
much  to  the  front  at  the  present  the  trees,  just  beyond  the  smooth- 
moment.  He  was  interested  in  it  shorn  grass  of  the  lawn,  were 
too,  and  wanted  to  know  the  view  all  drooped  and  sodden  among 
1  took.  I  explained  at  consider-  their  sheltering  leaves.  The  very 
able  length  that  my  view  did  not  growth  seemed  dreary — the  sense 
concern  the  general  subject,  on  of  spring  in  the  air  making  the 
which  I  had  scarcely  thought,  so  feeling  of  winter  a  grievance,  in- 
much  as  the  individual  mode  of  stead  of  the  natural  effect  which 
management  of  my  father's  estate,  it  had  conveyed  a  few  months  be- 


lle was  a  most  patient  and  intelli- 
gent listener,  agreeing  with  me  on 
some  points,  differing  in  others  ; 
and  his  visit  was  very  pleasant. 
I   had  no   idea   until    after  of   its 


fore.  I  had  been  writing  letters, 
and  was  cheerful  enough,  going 
back  among  the  associates  of  my 
old  life,  with,  perhaps,  a  little 
longing  for  its  freedom  and  inde- 
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pendence,  but  at  the  same  time  a  which  words  penetrated  more  or 

not  ungrateful  consciousness  that  less  into  my  maddened  brain.    It 

for  the  moment  my  present  tran-  became  impressed  upon  me  that  he 

quillity  might  be  best.  was  going  to  get  some  one — one  of 

This   was  my   condition — a  not  my  father's  doctors,  perhaps — to 

unpleasant    one — when     suddenly  prevent  me  from  acting,  to  stop 

the     now  well-known     symptoms  my  interference, — and    that  if  I 

of  the  visitation  to  which  I  had  waited  a  moment  longer  I  might  be 

become  subject    suddenly    seized  too  late.  A  vague  idea  seized  me  at 

upon  me, — the  leap  of  the  heart ;  the  same  time,   of  taking  refuse 

the  sudden,  causeless,  overwhelm-  with   the    portrait — going    to  its 

ing  physical   excitement,  which  I  feet,   throwing  myseu  there,  per- 

could    neither  ignore    nor  allay,  haps,  till  the  paroxysm  should  be 

I  was  terrrified   beyond  descrip.  over.     But  it  was  not  there   that 

tion,  beyond   reason,   when   I  be-  my  footsteps  were  directed.     I  can 

came  conscious  that  this  was  about  remember  making  an  effort  to  open 

to  begin  over  again  :  what  purpose  the  door  of  the  drawing-room,  and 

did  it  answer,  what  ^ood  was  in  feeling  myself  swept  past  it,  as  if 

it  ?    My  father  indeed  understood  by   a  gale   of   wind.     It  was  not 

the  meaning  of  it,  though  I  did  not  there  that  I  had  to  go.     I  knew 

understand  :  but  it  was  little  agree-  very  well  where  I  had  to  go, — once 

able  to  be  thus  made  a  helpless  in-  more  on  my  confused  and  voiceless 

strument  without  any  will  of  mine,  mission  to  my  father,  who  under- 

in  an  operation  of  which  I  knew  stood,  although  I  could  not  under- 

nothing  ;  and  to  enact  the  part  of  stand. 

the  oracle  unwillingly,  with  suffer-  Yet  as  it  was  daylight,  and  all 
ing  and  such  a  strain  as  it  took  was  clear,  I  could  not  help  not- 
me  days  to  get  over.  I  resist-  ing  one  or  two  circumstances  on 
ed,  not  as  before,  but  yet  des-  my  way.  I  saw  some  one  sitting 
perately,  trying  with  better  know-  in  the  hall  as  if  waiting — a  « oman, 
ledge  to  keep  down  the  growing  a  girl,  a  black-shrouded  figure,  with 
passion.  I  hurried  to  my  room  a  thick  veil  over  her  face  :  and 
and  swallowed  a  dose  of  a  sedative  asked  myself  who  she  was,  and 
which  had  been  given  me  to  pro-  what  she  wanted  there  ?  This 
cure  sleep  on  my  first  return  from  question,  which  had  nothing  to  do 
India.  I  saw  Morphew  in  the  with  my  present  condition,  some- 
hall,  and  called  him  to  talk  to  how  got  into  my  mind,  and  was 
him,  and  cheat  myself,  if  possi-  tossed  up  and  down  upon  the 
ble,  by  that  means.  Mor))hew  tumultuous  tide  like  a  stray  log 
lingered,  however,  and,  before  he  on  the  breast  of  a  fiercely  rolling 
came,  I  was  beyond  conversation,  stream,  now  submerged,  now  com- 
I  heard  him  speak,  his  voice  coming  ing  uppermost,  at  the  mercy  of  the 
vaguely  though  the  turmoil  which  waters.  It  did  not  stop  me  for  a 
was  already  in  my  ears,  but  what  moment,  as  I  hurried  towards  my 
he  said  I  have  never  known.  I  father's  room,  but  it  got  upon  the 
stood  staring,  trying  to  recover  my  current  of  my  mind.  I  flung  open 
power  of  attention,  with  an  aspect  my  father's  door,  and  closed  it 
which  ended  by  completely  fright-  again  after  me,  without  seeing  who 
ening  the  man.  He  cried  out  at  was  there  or  how  he  was  engaged, 
last  that  he  was  sure  I  was  ill.  The  full  clearness  of  the  daylight 
that  he  must  bring  me  something  ;  did  not  identify  him  as  the   lamp 
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did  at  night.     He  looked  up  at  He  was  much  agitated  too,  though 

the  sound  of  the  door,  with  a  glance  doing  all  that  was  possible  to  con- 

of  apprehension  ;  and  rising  sud-  ceal  it.     My  inopportune   arrival 

denly,  interrupting  some  one  who  was   evidently   a  great    and    un- 

was  standing  speaking  to  him  with  looked-f  or  vexation  to  him.      He 

much  earnestness  and  even  vehe-  gave  me  the  only  look  of  passion- 

mence,  came  forward  to  meet  me.  ate  displeasure  I   have   ever  had 

**  I   cannot  be   disturbed   at    pre-  from  him,  as  ho  sat  down  again  ; 

sent,"   he    said    quickly  ;    '^  I   am  but  he  said  nothing  more, 

busy."     Then   seeing  the  look  in  "You     must     understand,"     he 

my  face,  which  by  this   time  he  said,  addressing  the  woman,  "  that 

knew,     he     too    changed    colour.  I  have  said  my  last  words  on  this 

"  Phil,"  he  said,  in  a  low,  impera-  subject.  Idon't  choose  to  enter  into 

tive  voice,  "  wretched  boy,  go  away  it  again  in  the  presence  of  my  son, 

— go   away  ;   don't  let  a  stranger  who  is  not  well  enough  to  be  made 

see  you "  a  party  to  any  discussion.     I  am 

"  I  can't  go  away,"  I  said.     "  It  sorry  that  you  should  have  had  so 

is  impossible.     You  know  why  I  much   trouble   in    vain  ;   but  you 

have  come.     I  cannot,  if  I  would,  were  warned  beforehand,  and  you 

It  is  more  powerful  than  I "  have   only   yourself   to  blame.     I 

"  Go,  sir,"  he  said  ;  "  go  at  once  acknowledge  no  claim,  and  noth- 

— no  more   of  this   folly.     I   will  ing   you  can  say  will  change  my 

not  have  you  in  this  room.     Go —  resolution.     I  must  beg  you  to  go 

go  ! "  away.     All  this  is  very  painful  and 

I    made    no    answer.     I     don't  quite   useless.     I  acknowledge  no 

know  that  I  could  have  done  so.  claim." 

There  had  never  been  any  struggle  "  Oh,  sir,"  she  cried,  her  eyes  be- 
between  us  before  ;  but  I  had  no  ginning  once  more  to  flow,  her 
power  to  do  one  thing  or  another,  speech  interrupted  by  little  sobs. 
The  tumult  within  me  was  in  full  "  Maybe  I  did  wrong  to  speak  of 
career.  I  heard  indeed  what  he  a  claim.  I'm  not  educated  to  ar- 
said,  and  was  able  to  reply  ;  but  gue  with  a  gentleman.  Maybe  we 
his  words,  too,  were  like  straws  have  no  claim.  But  if  it's  not  by 
tossed  upon  the  tremendous  stream,  right,  oh,  Mr  Canning,  won't  you 
I  saw  now  with  my  feverish  eyes  let  your  heart  be  touched  by  pity  ? 
who  the  other  person  present  was.  She  don't  know  what  I'm  saying. 
It  was  a  woman,  dressed  also  in  poor  dear.  She's  not  one  to  beg 
mourning  similar  to  the  one  in  the  and  pray  for  herself,  as  I'm  doing 
hall ;  but  this  a  middle-aged  woman,  for  her.  Oh,  sir,  she's  so  young! 
like  a  respectable  servant.  She  had  She's  so  lone  in  this  world — not  a 
been  crying,  and  in  the  pause  friend  to  stand  by  her,  nor  a  house 
caused  by  this  encounter  between  to  take  her  in  !  You  are  the 
my  father  and  myself,  dried  her  nearest  to  her  of  any  one  that's  left 
eves  with    a   handkerchief,  which  in  this  world.    She  hasn't  a  relation 

she  rolled  like  a  ball  in  her  hand,    — not  one  so  near  as  you oh  !  " 

evidently  in  strong  emotion.     She  she  cried,  with  a  sudden  thought, 

turned   and   looked  at  me  as  my  turning  quickly  round    upon    me, 

father  spoke  to  me,  for  a  moment  **  this  gentleman's  your  son  !    Now 

with  a  gleam  of  hope,  then  falling  I  think  of  it,  it's  not  your  relation 

back  into  her  former  attitude.  she  is,  but  his,  through  bis  mother  I 

My  father  returned  to  his  seat.  That's   nearer,   nearer  !     Oh,  sir  I 
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you're  young ;  your  heart  should  easily.     I  paused  for  a  moment, 

oe  more  tender.    Here  is  my  young  and  looked  back  on  them,  seeing 

lady  that  has  no  one  in  the  world  them  large  and  vague  through  the 

to   look  to   her.     Your  own  flesh  mist  of  fever.     "I  am  not  going 

and  blood :    your  mother's  cousin  away,"  I  said.     ''  I  am  going  for 

— your  mother's "  another  messenger— one  you  can't 

My  father  called  to  her  to  stop,  gainsay." 

with  a  voice  of  thunder.     "  Philip,  My  father  rose.     He  called  out 

leave   us   at   once.      It    is    not  a  to  me  threateningly,  "•  I  will  have 

matter  to  be  discussed  with  you."  nothing  touched  that  ishei-s.     No- 

And   then   in   a  moment  it  be-  thing  that  is  hers    shall   be    pro- 
came  clear  to  me  what  it  was.     It    faned " 

had  been  with  difficulty  that  I  had  I   waited  to   hear  no  more  ;   I 

kept  myself  still.     My  breast  was  knew  what  I  had  to  do.     By  what 

labouring  with  the  fever  of  an  im-  means  it  was   conveyed   to    me  I 

fulse  poured  into  me,  more  than  cannot  tell ;  but  the  certainty  of 

could  contain.     And  now  for  the  an  influence  which  no  one  thought 

first  time  I  knew  why.     I  hurried  of  calmed  me  in  the  midst  of  my 

towards  him,  and  took  his  hand,  fever.     I   went  out  into  the  hall, 

though     he    resisted,    into    mine,  where  I  had  seen  the  young  stran- 

Mine  were  burning,  but   his    like  ger  waitmg.     I    went   up    to    her 

ice  :  their  touch  burnt  me  with  its  and  touched  her  on  the  shoulder, 
chill,  like  fire.     "  This  is  what  it '  She    rose    at  once,   with  a  little 

is'?  "  I  cried.     "  I  had  no  knowl-  movement  of  alarm,  yet  with  docile 

edge  before.      I  don't  know  now  and   instant  obedience,  as  if  she 

what  is  being  asked  of  you.     But,  had   expected    the    summons.      I 

father — understand  I      x  ou  know,  made  her  take  off  her  veil   and 

and  I  know  now,  that  some  one  her    bonnet,    scarcely    looking  at 

sends   me-some  one-who  has  a  her,  scarcely  seeing  ier,  knoling 

right  to  interfere."  how  it  was  :  I  took  her  soft,  small. 

He   pushed  me   away   with   all  cool,  yet  trembling  hand  into  mine ; 

his   might.      '^  You  are  mad,"  he  it  was  so  soft  and  cool,  not  cold,  it 

cried.     "  What  right  have  you  to  refreshed   me   with    its  tremulous 

think ?     Oh,   you   are    mad —  touch.     All  through  I  moved  and 

mad  !  I  have  seen  it  coming  spoke  like  a  man  in  a  dream,  swift- 
on "  ly,  noiselessly,  all  the  complications 

The  woman,  the  petitioner,  had  of  waking  life    removed,  without 

grown    silent,  watching  this  brief  embarrassment,  without  reflection, 

conflict   with   the   terror  and    in-  without  the  loss  of  a  moment.     My 

terest  with   which   women   watch  father  was  still  standing  up,  lean- 

a    struggle    between    men.       She  ing  a  little  forward  as  he  had  done 

started  and    fell    back    when    she  when  I  withdrew,  threatening,  yet 

heard    what   he  said,  but  did  not  terror-stricken,  not  knowing  wnat 

take   her   eyes   off   me,    following  I   might  be  about  to  do,  when  I 

every   movement  I  made.     When  returned     with     my     companion. 

I  turned  to  go  away,  a  cry  of  in-  That   was   the   one   thing  he  had 

describable     disappointment     and  not  thought  of.     He  was  entirely 

remonstrance  burst  from  her,  and  undecided,  unprepared.     He  gave 

even    my    father    raised     himself  her   one   look,   flung  up  his  arms 

and  stared    at   my    withdraw-  above    his    head,    and    uttered   a 

astonished    to    find     that    he  distracted    cry,    so    wild    that   it 

had    overcome    me    so  soon   and  seemed  the  last  outcry  of  nature 
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— ^^  Agnes  ! "  then  fell  back  like  a  had  stood  fast,  and  had  refused  to 

«adden    ruin,  upon    himself,  into  be  moved,  and  now  he  fell — like  an 

bis  chair.  old  tower,  like  an  old  tree.     The 

I  had  no  leisure  to  think  how  he  necessity  there  was  for  thinking  of 

was,  or  whether  he  could  hear  what  him  saved  me  from  the   physical 

I  said.     I  had  my  message  to  de-  consequences  which  had  prostrated 

liver.     "  Father,'^  I  said,  labouring  me  on  a  former  occasion.     I  had 

with  my  panting  breath,  '^  it  is  for  no  leisure  now  for  any  conscious- 

this  that  heaven  has  opened,  and  ness   of  how  matters  went  with 

one  whom  I  never  saw,  one  whom  myself. 

I  know  not,  has  taken  possession  His  delusion  was  not  wonderful, 

of  me.     Had  we  been  less  earthly  but  most  natural.     She  was  clothed 

we  should  have  seen  her — ^herself,  in  black  from  head  to  foot,  instead 

and  not  merely  her  image.     I  have  of  the  white  dress  of  the  portrait, 

not  even  known  what  she  meant.  She  had  no  knowledge  of  the  con- 

I  have  been  as  a  fool  without  un-  flict,  of  nothing  but  that  she  was 

derstanding.    This  is  the  third  time  called    for,   that   her  fate   might 

I  have  come  to  you  with  her  mes-  depend  on  the  next  few  minutes, 

sage,  without  knowing  what  to  say.  In  her  eyes  there   was  a  pathetic 

But    now   I   have    found   it  out.  question,  a  line  of  anxiety  in  the  lids, 

This  is  her  message.     I  have  found  an   innocent  appeal  in   the  looks, 

it  out  at  last."  And  the  face  the  same:  the  same 

There  was  an  awful  pause — a  lips,  sensitive,  ready  to  quiver;  the 
pause  in  which  no  one  moved  or  same  innocent,  candid  brow  ;  the 
breathed.  Then  there  came  a  look  of  a  common  race,  which  is 
broken  voice  out  of  my  father's  more  subtle  than  mere  resemblance, 
chair.  He  had  not  understood,  How  I  knew  that  it  was  so  I  can- 
though  I  think  he  heard  what  I  not  tell,  nor  any  man.  It  was  the 
said.  He  put  out  two  feeble  other — the  elder — ah  no  !  not  elder; 
hands.  "Phil — I  think  I  am  dy-  the  ever  young,  the  Agnes  to 
ing — has  she — ^has  she  come   for  whom  age  can   never  come — she 


me? "he  said. 

We  had  to  carry  him  to  his  bed. 


who  they  say  was  the  mother  of  a 
man  who  never  saw   her — it   was 


What     struggles    he   had      gone    she  who  led  her  kinswoman,   her 
through  before  I  cannot  tell.     He    representative,  into  our  hearts. 


My  father  recovered  after  a 
few  days :  he  had  taken  cold,  it 
was  said  the  day  before — and  nat- 
urally, at  seventy,  a  small  matter 
is  enough  to  upset  the  balance  even 
of  a  strong  man.  He  got  quite 
well  ;  but  he  was  willing  enough 
afterwards  to  leave  the  manage- 
ment of  that  ticklish  kind  of  pro- 
perty  which  involves  human  well- 
being  in  my  hands,  who  could 
move  about  more  freelv,  and  see 
with  my  own  eyes  how  things  were 


going  on.  He  liked  home  better» 
and  bad  more  pleasure  in  his  per- 
sonal existence  in  the  end  of  his 
life.  Agnes  is  now  my  wife,  as  he 
had,  of  course,  foreseen.  It  was 
not  merely  the  disinclination  to  re- 
ceive her  father's  daughter,  or  to 
take  upon  him  a  new  responsibility, 
that  had  moved  him,  to  do  him  jus- 
tice. But  both  these  motives  nad 
told  strongly.  I  have  never  been 
told,  and  now  will  never  be  told, 
what  his  griefs  against  my  mother's 
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family,  and  specially  against  that  but  heavenly?    Who    can    say? 

cousin,  had  been  ;  but  that  he  had  Flesh  and    blood  is  not  made  for 

been  very  determined,  deeply  pre-  such  encounters  :  they  were  more 

judiced,  there  can  be  no  doubt.     It  than  I  could  bear.    iBut  nothing 

turned  out  after,  that  the  first  oc-  of  the    kind  has    ever    ocourred 

casion  on  which  I  had  been  mysteri-  again . 

ously  commissioned  to  him  with  a  Agnes  had  her  peaceful  domestic 

messagewhichi  did  not  understand,  throne  established  under  the  pic- 

and  which  for  that  time  he  did  not  ture.     My  father  wished  it  to  be 

understand,  was  the  evening  of  the  so,  and  spent  his  evenings  there 

day  on  which  he  had  received  the  in  the  warmth   and   light,  instead 

dead  man's  letter,  appealing  to  him  of  in  the  old  library,  in  the  narrow 

— to   hini,   a   man   whom  he  had  circle  cleared  by  our  lamp  ont  of 

wronged — on  behalf  of  the  child  the  darkness,  as  long  as  he  lived, 

who  was  about  to  be  left  friendless  It  is  supposed  by  strangers  that 

in  the  world.    The  second  time,  fur-  the  picture  on  the  wall  is  that  of 

ther  letters,  from  the  nurse  who  was  my  wife  ;  and  I  have  always  been 

the  only  guardian  of  the   orphan,  glad  that  it  should  be  so  supposed, 

and  the  chaplain  of  the  place  where  She  who  was  my  mother,  who  came 

her  father  had  died,   taking  it  for  back  to  me  and  became  as  my  soul 

granted  that  my  father's  house  was  for  three  strange  moments  and  no 

her  natural  refuge — had  been  re-  more,  but  with  whom  I  can  feel  no 

ceived.     The  third   I  have  already  credible  relationship  as  she  stands 

described,  and  its  results.  there,  has  retired  for  me  into  the 

For  a  long  time  after,  my  mind  tender  regions  of  the  unseen.     She 

was  never   without  a  lurking  fear  has  passea  once  more  into  the  secret 

that  the  influence  which   had  once  company  of  those  shadows,  who 

taken  possession  of  me  might  re-  can  only  become  real  in  an  atmo- 

tum  again.     Why  should  I  have  sphere  fitted  to  modify  and  bar^ 

feared  to  be  influenced — to  be  the  monise   all   differences,  and  make 

messenger  of  a  blessed   creature,  all  wonders  possible— the  light  of 

whose  wishes    could  be  nothing  the  perfect  day. 
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We  seem  to  have  entered  apon  with  a  bare  pittance  whereon  to 
an  era  of  incessant  change  in  thew  spend  the  rest  of  their  days.     It 
organisation  of  the  British  ajmy.  would  have  been  a  very  useful  check 
One  thing  oertainly  remains  con-  on  this  extension  of  genteel  pauper, 
stant — the  diminutive  strength  of  ism,  which  is  one  of  the  most  unfor- 
the  regimental   rank   and  file,  al-  tunate  concomitants  of  our  new 
thouffh  the  number  of  officers,  and  army  system,  if  the  condition  had 
especially  the  officers  of  the  higher  been  attached  to  competition  that 
rankSyUnderffoes  continual  increase,  every  competitor  should  deposit  a 
Baty  with  this  one  ezpection,  every-  round  sum  of  money,   say  fifteen 
thing  connected  with  the  army  is  hundred    or    even    a    couple    of 
in  a  state  of  flux.     The  beginning  thousand  pounds,   to  be  held  in 
of    the  era  of  restlessness   dates  trust    for    the    owner,    and    the 
from  the  Abolition  of  Purchase  in  interest  only  to  be  claimable  by 
1871.    No  one  would  wish  to  see  him  until  his  death   or  retirement 
purchase  revived  with  its  enormous  from  the  service.      There  would 
inherent  abuses,  although,  as  was  have  been  no  laxsk  of  competitors 
pointed  out   by    more   than    one  of  quite  good  enough  quality  under 
authority  at  the  time,   a  limited  this  condition,   which  alone  would 
kind  of  purchase  might  have  been  have  sufficed  to  ensure  a  sufficient 
very  useful.     For  one  grave  defect  stream  of  retirement,   because  the 
in  the  new  state  of  things  is,  that  certainty  of  coming  in  for  a  round 
the    commissioned    ranks    of  the  sum  of  money    would  have  fur- 
army  are  being  filled  with  penniless  nished  a  strong  incentive  to  a  man 
young  men.      The  profession  re-  to  retire,  just   as  it  did  in  the  old 
quires  no  capital  to  embark  in,  and  days  of  purchase,   while  a  great 
no  interest ;  is  it  open  to  every  one  deal  of  povertv,   present  and  pros- 
who  can  gain  a  place  at  the  com-  pective,  would  have  been  averted, 
petitive  examination.     The  army  The  truth  is,   that  so  long  as  a 
18  thus  a  thoroughly  democratic  sufficient  number    of    officers  of 
career  ;  the  only  deterrent,  in  fact,  excellent   qualitv    is  forthcoming 
is  the  expense  of  the  preliminary  to  serve    on    the    bare  pittance 
education.     If  that    can   be  met,  which  forms  a  British  officer's  pav 
and  if  enough  money  can  be  scraped  in  the  lower  ranks,  there  is  no  call 
together  by  his  parent  to  buy  the  to  raise   the  pay  ;  but  that  pay  is 
youngster  his  red  coat,  then  he  is  quite   insufficient    to    support  an 
destined  to  swell  the  ever  increas-  officer  of  even  the  most  economical 
ing  ranks  who  swarm  up,  Chinese  habits.     This  truth  unfortunately 
fashion,  to  the  half-yearly  competi-  is  not  apprehended   by  the  friends 
tions   at    Burlington   House.      In  of  the  candidates  who  are  crowding 
this  respect   truly  the  army  has  into   the   army.     The   notion   has 
become   an  open   profession  ;  but  got  abroad  that  the  army  has  now 
coupled  with  this   opening  of  it  to  become   a  profession   by  which  a 
all  comers,   there   are  the  drastic  man  can  find  a  livelihood,  while, 
new  rules  for  clearing  out  the  ranks  as  we  have   observed,  it  is  an  easy 
at  the  other  end,  and  the  result  is  way  of  providing  for  a  son,  with- 
that  shoals  of  excellent  officers  are  out  the  expense   involved   in  em- 
turned  adrift  in  the  prime  of  life  barking  him  in  any  of  the  profes- 
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sions  which  require  either  a  capital  tion  was  briefly  to  the  effect  that^ 
to  start  with,  or  a  prolonged  in  order  to  ^ensure  this  condition^ 
support  until  the  independence  is  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide 
reached.  Even  in  India  it  has  al-  that  regimental  promotion  should 
most  ceased  to  be  possible  for  the  be  secured  by  producing  vacancies 
subalternof  the  British  regiment  to  laterally  as  well  as  at  one  end 
live  on  his  pay.  This  is  partly  due  in  the  junior  as  in  the  senior 
to  the  general  rise  of  prices  in  that  ranks,  so  that,  as  they  put  it,  the 
country,  partly  to  the  more  ex-  stream  of  promotion  should  not 
pensive  habit  of  living  amongst  the  flow  only  through  the  narrow  neck 
English  middle  classes,  which  has  of  the  bottle.  Accordingly,  limit- 
found  its  way  to  India,  and  partly  ing  ages  were  flxed  for  each  rank,, 
also  perhaps  to  the  greater  de-  on  reaching  which  the  officer  is 
velopment  of  field  sports,  which  is  compulsorily  retired.  These  ages 
a  characteristic  of  Indian  as  well  were  fixed  at  forty  years  for  cap- 
as  of  English  life,  and  which,  tains,  forty-seven  for  majors,  fif ty- 
oddly  enough,  can  be  distinctly  two  for  lieutenant-colonels,  and 
traced  to  the  extension  of  railways,  fifty-five  for  colonels;  while,  in 
So  far,  then,  from  being  more  of  a  order  to  minimise  the  hardship 
profession,  in  the  jsense  of  its  pro-  these  measures  would  involve,  the 
vidinga  permanent  and  respectable  right  to  pensions  on  optional  re- 
livelihood,  the  army  has  become  tirement,  heretofore  limited  to  only 
even  less  so  than  it  used  to  be.  In  very  senior  officers,  was  extended 
old  days,  if  the  poor  officer  could  to  all  officers  of  twenty  years'  ser- 
not  purchase  promotion,  he  could  vice  and  upwards,  with  lump-sum 
at  least  hold  on  to  his  regiment  for  gratuities  for  junior  officers  retiring^ 
as  long  as  he  pleased  ;  but  now  this  voluntarily. 

fixity  of  tenure  is  exchanged  for  The  effect  of  these  new  regula- 
the  prospect  of  early  compulsory  tions  has  been  a  tremendous  clear- 
retirement.  Notice  of  the  change,  ance  of  senior  officers  and  a  corre- 
however,  came  too  late  to  avert  the  spending  amount  of  hardship.  It 
disaster  which  has  already  over-  is  true  that  all  the  retirements 
taken  so  many  officers,  and  still  were  not  compulsory :  some  were 
awaits  so  many  more  in  the  future,  the  result  of  pensions  being  for 
of  being  cast  adrift  with  a  mere  the  first  time  available  in  the  Tower 
pittance  in  the  very  prime  of  grades  ;  and  a  good  many  officers 
Ufe.  have  taken  pensions  and  bonuses 
The  new  rules  which  regulate  simply  because,  looking  ahead,  they 
compulsory  retirement  are  the  out-  saw  that  their  turn  would  come 
come  of  the  report  of  Lord  Pen-  very  shortly  to  be  put  on  the  shelf, 
zance's  Commission  of  1876,  the  This,  however,  was  merely  antici- 
recommendations  of  which  were  pating  compulsion.  Practically, 
susbsequently  embodied  in  the  great  some  of  the  best  officers  in  the 
Royal  Warrant  of  1877.  This  army  have  been  lost  to  it  in  this 
Commission,as  may  be  remembered,  way.  The  middle-aged  captain  or 
was  appointed  to  consider,  and  re-  major  is  often  the  most  valuable 
port  how  Lord  Card  well's  pledge  officer  in  a  regiment.  These  men,, 
might  be  redeemed,  that  promotion  if  they  have  given  up  the  ambi- 
in  the  army,  after  the  abolition  of  tious  expectations  with  which  they 
purchase,  should  be  at  least  as  set  out,  are  at  any  rate  reconciled 
rapid  as  it  had  been  under  the  pur-  to  their  lot.  They  have  got  to 
chase  system.     Their  recommend  a-  make  a  home   of  their  regiments 
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and  they  are  liked  by  the  men,  number  of  captains  converted  into 
because  from  long  experience  they  majors,  who,  however,  are  still  hold- 
are  more  considerate  than  younger  ing  the  command  of  companies, 
officers,  and  carry  on  the  duties  in  a  The  necessary  result  of  this  change 
pleasanter  way  iv  where  the  officers  is,  that  in  ordinary  course  officers 
of  a  regiment  are  of  long  standing,  will  reach  the  rank  of  major  and 
it  will  generally  be  found  that  the  lieutenant-colonel  sooner  than  they 
regiment  is  in  a  good  state  of  dis-  otherwise  would  have  done  ;  and 
cipline.  However,  the  clearance  thus  has  been  diminished  to  a 
has  been  accomplished,  and  Lord  certain  extent  the  drastic  effect 
Cardwell's  pledge  amply  fulfilled,  of  the  compulsory  retirement 
for  never  was  promotion  so  fast  as  clauses.  But  obviously  the  same 
it  has  been  since  the  uitroduction  result  could  have  been  equally  well 
of  this  warrant.  Officers  have  been  obtained  by  altering  the  ages  at 
getting  their  troops  and  companies  which  the  compulsory  clauses  come 
m  four  and  five  years,  without  pay-  into  effect.  If  it  were  found  that 
ing  for  them  ;  promotion  in  *  the  too  many  officers  were  hit  by  the 
Royal  Artillery,  to  which  com-  rule  which  makes  the  retirement  of 
pulsory  retirement  has  been  ex-  a  captain  compulsory  at  forty  and 
tended,  has  been  speeding  so  fast  of  a  major  at  forty-seven,  the 
that  Woolwich  can  hardly  supply  natural  remedv  would  have  been 
enough  officers  to  fill  up  the  vac-  to  raise  the  limit  of  age  for  compul- 
ancies,  and  this  at  a  time  practi-  sory  retirement,  say  to  forty-three 
cally  of  profound  peace  as  far  as  or  forty- four  in  the  one  case,  and 
casualties  go.  to  fifty  or  thereabouts  in  the  other. 
So  drastic  was  the  effect,  that  The  result  would  have  been  pre- 
the  authorities  became  alarmed  at  cisely  the  same,  so  far  as  regards 
their  own  measures.  The  actuaries  the  age  and  efficiency  of  officers 
who  were  consulted,  discovered  retained  in  the  service,  and  it  would 
that  only  a  very  small  proportion  have  been  attained  without  that 
of  the  officers  of  the  army  could  degradation  of  military  rank  which 
under  the  rules  escape  compulsory  is  such  a  melancholy  feature  of 
retirement,  and  in  order  to  miti-  English  military  administration  at 
gate  their  severity,  without  alter-  the  present  time.  Heretofore  rank 
mg  their  terms  verbally,  it  was  in  the  English  army  has  represent- 
determined  to  make  the  higher  ed  the  same  status  as  in  other 
regimental  ranks  more  easily  ac-  armies.  A  captain  has  been  a 
cessible  by  largely  increasing  them,  mftn  commanding  a  company  ;  a 
Mahomet  was  to  come  to  the  moun-  field  officer  has  always  fulfilled 
tain.  This  plan,  it  may  be  ob-  higher  functions  than  the  com- 
served,  was  discussed  by  Lord  mand  of  a  company  ;  a  lieutenant- 
Penzance's  Commission  and  re-  colonel  has  had  at  least  the  com- 
jected  as  unsuitable.  More  senior  mand  of  a  battalion.  This  is  now 
officers  should  not  be  created,  they  no  longer  the  case  ;  and  although  it 
argued,  than  are  actually  requirea,  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
merely  to  accelerate  proipotion.  officers  affected  will  cry  out  against 
Nevertheless,  in  contravention  of  a  change  by  which  they  have  gaiu- 
this  sound  opinion,  the  plan  of  in-  ed  so  largely  in  pocket,  as  well  as 
creasing  the  number  of  senior  in  other  ways,  nevertheless  the 
officers  has  been  adopted.  A  general  feeling  in  the  army,  even 
second  lieutenant-colonel  has  been  among  those  who  have  benefited 
added   to  each    battalion,   and   a  by  the  change,  is  that  this  degra- 


32  Becent  Degradaii<m  of  MUUary  Rank.  [Jan. 

dation  of  rank  has  been  a  great  tenure  of  a  lieutenant-oolonel  was 

mistake.  limited  to  five  years,  as  proposed 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  by  Lord  Penzance's  Commission, 
Warrant  of  1877  was  thus  a  great  and  if  there  is  to  be  a  fixed  limit, 
rush  of  promotion.  But  this  rush  this  term  appears  suitable.  Bat 
must  inevitably  be  followed  by  a  then,  when  a  second  lieutenant- 
period  of  stagnation.  When  officers  colonel  was  added  to  each  battalion 
nave  no  incentive  to  retire,  they  in  1881,  the  result  followed  that 
will  hold  on  until  their  turn  comes  either  the  junior  might  never  sue- 
to  be  compulsorily  retired,  and  we  ceed  on  the  command  at  all,  or,  if 
may  expect  that  the  flow  of  pro-  he  was  to  have  a  full  term  of  com- 
motion m  the  future  will  be  regu-  mand,  that  (ten  years  might  be 
lated  solely  by  the  action  of  the  spent  in  passing  throneh  that 
compulsory  retirement  rules.  But  grade.  It  was  accordingly  ruled 
the  seniors  in  each  grade  are  now  that  the  tenure  of  the  rank  of  liea- 
80  comparatively  young,  that  their  tenant-colonel  should  be  limited  to 
turn  to  be  placed  on  the  shelf  is  six  years,  and  that  the  time  passed 
still  far  off.  Thus  the  undulj  in  command  should  not  exceed 
rapid  promotion  of  the  present  is  four,  the  result  being  that  a  lieu- 
laying  up  a  store  of  bad  promotion  tenant-colonel  might  possibly  get 
for  the  young  officers  now  entering  only  a  two  years'  slice  of  the  oom- 
the  army.  The  authorities  at  the  mand.  It  appears  very  question- 
War  Office,  however,  have  at  last  able  whether  all  or  anv  of  these 
discovered  that  promotion  is  going  complicated  conditions  for  govern- 
too  fast,  and,  alarmed  at  the  in-  ing  promotion  in  the  different  ranks 
creased  burden  thrown  on  the  pen-  are  necessary.  It  is  certainly  de- 
sion  list,  are  now  putting  on  the  sirable  to  have  a  maximum  limit 
drag.  An  officer  is  not  to  be  of  a^e  in  the  higher  ranks,  but 
allowed  to  retire  on  a  pension  or  should  not  that  condition  suffice 
gratuity  unless  the  juniors  who  for  all  the  requirements  of  the 
get  the  step  have  completed  a  cer-  case  ?  In  the  French  army  there 
tain  amount  of  service.  It  is  a  is  one  fixed  rule  :  no  officer  can  re- 
great  pity  that  this  condition  was  main  on  the  effective  list  after  the 
not  applied  sooner.  Or,  had  the  age  of  sixty-two,  and  certainly  no 
rule  originally  been  to  offer  op-  general  officer  ought  to  be  older 
tional  retirements  at  the  present  than  this.  We,  on  the  other  hand, 
rates  to  those  who  liked  to  take  have  a  sliding  scale  ;  the  higher  the 
them,  while  leaving  out  the  obli-  rank  the  older  the  man  may  be. 
gatory  clauses  for  compulsory  re-  A  lieutenant-general  may  hold  on 
tirement  at  certain  ages  in  certain  till  sixty-seven  ;  a  major-general 
grades,  promotion  would  have  been  must  not  exceed  sixty-two,  nor  a 
quite  fast  enough,  and  a  great  colonel  fifty-five.  But  if  there  is 
deal  of  hardship  would  have  been  to  be  any  difference  in  the  limit  of 
avoided,  as  well  as  the  inevitable  age  for  the  different  ranks,  the 
block  impending  in  the  future,  arrangement  should  be  reversed. 
The  great  object  of  the  regulations  because  the  higher  the  rank,  the 
should  be  to  ensure  an  equable  flow  more  necessary  is  the  possession  of 
of  promotion,  and  not  promotion  vigour  and  activity  by  the  officer, 
by  fits  and  starts.                   «  The   demand  on  the   vigour  and 

The  regulations  governing  the  endurance  of  a  general  officer  in 

command  of  regiments  have  also  the  field  is  far  greater  than  that 

undergone  fluctuations.     First,  the  made  on  the  battalion  commander. 
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An  old  man  does  well  enough  in  the  strategy  was  in  that  war,  there 
the  latter  capacity  if  he  can  sit  was  a  very  sensible  want  of  vigour 
his  horse  ana  keep  up  with  his  displayed  on  more  than  one  occa- 
men  on  foot ;  and  soldiers  on  the  sion  in  pressing  advantages,notably 
whole  like  being  commanded  by  after  the  battle  of  Worth, where  the 
old  officers.  But  the  general  Germans  allowed  the  beatenFrench 
should  be  the  most  active  man  in  army  to  get  clear  away  from  them, 
the  force,  fresh  and  unwearied  at  But  it  is  not  given  to  our  generals 
the  critical  moment ;  at  the  end  of  to  command  a  hundred  thousand 
the  long  day  when  success  may  men  in  the  field.  The  work  they 
crown  the  last  effort,  fit  to  go  on  have  to  do  is  usually  of  a  very  dif. 
himself,  and  to  urge  his  troops  on  ferent  kind.  To  command  a  small 
when  all  others  are  fatiguea  and  expeditionary  force  of  four  or  five 
seeking  rest.  Even  in  the  ordi-  thousand  men,thrown  into  a  strange 
nary  work  of  a  campaign  the  gen-  country,  perhaps  a  savage  and  un- 
eral  has  much  more  ground  to  healthy  one,  and  where  a  high  de- 
cover  in  the  day's  work  than  those  gree  of  physical  endurance  is  re- 
under  him,  ana  much  more  busi-  quired  for  proper  leading,  is  what 
ness  to  get  through.  To  take  one  usually  falls  to  the  British  general ; 
instance  only.  The  reader  of  '  Per-  and  other  things  being  the  same, 
sonalReminiscences  of  Wellington's  the  vounger  he  is  the  better  he  will 
Campaign'  will  have  understood  do  the  job.  The  great  Duke  said, 
what  a  large  factor  in  Wellington's  at  the  end  of  his  campaigns,  that  he 
success  was  his  extraordinary  per-  was  beginning  to  ^'  go  off  "  when  he 
sonal  vigour  and  power  of  endur-  was  only  forty-five  ;  few  are  the 
anoe,  his  faculty  of  being  every-  men  who  do  not  decline  in  vigour 
where  where  he  was  wanted,  and  after  they  are  fifty.  If  efficiency 
seeing  everything  for  himself.  So  be  the  main  object,  therefore, 
with  other  CTcat  commanders :  it  the  rule  of  age  should  be  as 
may  be  safely  asserted  that,  save  strict  for  the  generals  as  for  the 
in  quite  exceptional  circumstances,  colonels.  However,  this  is  a  new 
no  army  commanded  by  a  general  doctrine  which  will  hardly  find  ac- 
Dot  in  the  full  vigour  of  life  ceptance  all  at  once,  but  at  any 
will  achieve  any  great  results,  rate  one  rule  for  age  might  apply 
and  few  men  are  this  after  sixty,  to  all  other  ranks.  At  present. 
It  may  be  objected  that  the  ex-  out  of  consideration  for  the  exist- 
perience  of  the  German  army  in  the  ing  colonels,  the  limit  of  age  for 
Frando-Prussian  war  is  opposed  to  that  rank  has  been  temporarily  ex- 
this  assertion,  because  the  German  tended  to  fifty-nine  years,but  here- 
generals  who  did  such  great  things  after  is  to  be  reduced  to  fifty-five  ; 
were  most  of  them  old  men.  But  and  provided  that  limit  be  main- 
that  case  was  peculiar,  although  tained,  all  other  conditions,  such 
even  there  the  leaders  of  the  two  as  the  obligatory  retirement  of 
chief  armies  were  men  in  the  prime  captains  at  Forty,  majors  at  f orty- 
of  life.  When  such  v^ry  large  seven,  and  lieutenant-colonels  at 
bodies  of  men  are  in  the  fi^ld  as  fifty-two,  which  press  very  hardly 
were  engaged  on  that  occasion,  the  upon  individual  officers,  seem  to 
movements  must  necessarily  be  of  be  unnecessary.  If  nobody  in  the 
a  more  or  less  leisurely  kind,  and  army,  except  the  generals,  is  over 
the  leader  must  perforce  see  through  fifty-five,  there  is  no  fear  of  the 
the  eyes  of  others.  Further,  it  must  array  being  too  old  for  its  work, 
be  observed  that,masterly  although  The  reason  alleged  for  these  com- 
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plicated  conditions  is  the  one  al-        We  have  already  remarked  upon 
ready  cited,  that  vacancies  ought    the  degradation  of  military  rank 
to  take  place  laterally  as  well  as    which  has  taken  place  in  the  mul- 
at   one  end  of  the   list.      And  it    tipli cation   of  field    officers    in    a 
might  be  objected  that  if  compul-    regiment.     A  German  regiment  of 
sory  retirement  were   insisted   on    three   battalions,  which   m    peace 
in  the  grade  of  colonel  only,  the    time  is  1800  and  in  war  time  3000 
result  would  be  that  every  officer    strong,   has  an    establishment  of 
would  succeed  in  turn  to  tne  com-    five  field  officers  ;  a  French  regi- 
mand  of  a  regiment,  and  hold  it    ment    of  four    battalions   and    a 
for  only  a  few  months   before  his    depot  has  seven  field  officers.     For 
turn  came  to   be   shelved.      And    a   battalion   of    English   infantry, 
very  frequent  changes  of  regimental    which  in  peacetime  is  usually  as 
commanders   would,  of  course,  be    low  as  500  strong  and  in  war  time 
bad.     But   it  is  doubtful  if  such    is   not  to   exceed   1000,  if  ever  it 
a    result    would  follow.     As    the    can  be  got  up  to  that  strength,  an 
rules    now    stand,    indeed,     each    establishment  is   provided   of  six 
officer    feels    assured    that   if    he    field  officers.     A  cavalry  regiment 
can  escape  compulsory  retirement,    consisting  of  four,  and  m  India  of 
his   turn  will  come  to  rise  to  the    only  three  weak  squadrons,  is  sup- 
top   of  the    regiment,  and    so   is    plied  with    a   staff   of    five    field 
tempted   to  hold  on  ;   whereas  if    officers.     The    second    lieutenant- 
he  saw  that  there  was  little  chance    colonel  in  all   these  cases  has  no- 
of   the  way  being  cleared  for  him,    thing  to  do  ;  in  fact  he  is  kept  up 
he  would  retire  of  his  own  accord,    simply   to  justify  the  War  Office 
This   is  what   used  to  happen  in    and    the   retirement     regulations, 
the  old  days,  when  a   lieutenant.    The  majors  in  the  infantry  com* 
colonel  would   sometimes    remain    mand  companies,  and  in  the  cavalry 
ten  or  fifteen  years  in  command  of    troops  ;  in  every   other  army  the 
a  regiment.      The  officers   below    much  stronger  company  or  squad* 
him  saw  that  he  had  no  intention    ron  is   commanded  by  a  captam. 
of  making  way  for  them,  and  there-    Thus  military  rank  in  the  English 
fore   they   gave   up   waiting,  and    army  has  come  to  represent  some- 
went    themselves  :    if    they    had    thing  quite  different  from  what  it 
known*  that   he   had  only  a  short    represents  in    every  other  army, 
tenure  of  office,  they  might   have    and  has  of  course  become  cheapened 
been   tempted   to   hold   on.     Few    in  foreign  estimation  as  well  as  at 
men  indeed  would  care  to  take  up    home  ;  in  short,  a  distinct  degfada- 
the  command  of  a  regiment  unless    tion   has  been   brought  aboat  of 
they  saw  their  wav  for  holding  it    military   rank.      It  may   be  said 
for  a  reasonable  time.    And  gene-    that    the    new    double  -  company 
rally  it  may  be  said  that  if  the  age    column  of  attack  will  furniBn  an 
for  compulsory  retirement  be   ex-    adequate  command  for  the  major. 
tended,  the  fewer  will  there  be  to    But  the  British  double  company  ia 
whom  the  rule   is  applied.     Many    a  smaller  body  than  the  Grerman  or 
a  man  will  retire  of  his  own  accord    French  single  company  ;  and  the 
at   fifty,  to  whom    it   would    have    British  squadron  of  two  troops  has 
been  a  great  hardship  to  place  him    always  up  to  the  present  time  been 
on  the  shelf  at  forty.  Lastly,  there    commanded  by  the  senior  of   the 
remains  the  effectual  remedy  of  pro-    two  troop  captains, 
motion  by  selection,  now  so   spar-        Another  melancholy  instance  of 
ingly  applied.  the  misuse  of  what  should  be  the 
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cheap  defence  of  nations  is  inequalities  in  promotion  up  to 
afforded  by  the  new  mode  of  that  rank  remained  hereafter  un- 
handling  the  rank  of  colonel.  In  adjusted  throughout  the  career  of 
our  army  the  command  of  a  reri-  the  officers  concerned.  The  brev- 
ment — or  a  battalion,  if  there  oe  ets  were  so  regulated  that  the  high- 
more  than  one  to  a  regiment — has  er  ranks  were  less  numerous  than 
always  been  held  by  a  lieutenant-  the  lower  :  there  were  many  more 
colonel,  not,  as  in  other  armies,  by  lieutenant-colonels  than  colonels,. 
a  colonel.  This  peculiarity  has  and  more  colonels  again  than  gen- 
arisen  out  of  the  circumstance  that  eral  officers  in  any  grade.  This 
the  regiment  was  originally  raised  system  of  promotion  by  batches 
by  a  colonel  whose  association  with  at  uncertain  periods  was  abolished 
it  was  mainly  pecuniary,  and  who  in  1854,  when  a  fixed  establish- 
did  not  accompany  it  into  quarters  ment  of  general  officers  was  created,, 
or  the  field.  Eventually,  colonels  promotion  to  which  and  throughout 
of  regiments  came  to  be  all  general  the  different  grades  of  which  waa 
officers  ;  but  the  title  of  lieutenant-  henceforward  determined  by  theoc- 
colonel  was  still  maintained  for  the  currence  of  vacancies  therein.  Thia 
actual  commandant,  and  promotion  was  a  decided  improvement,  al- 
to the  rank  of  colonel  was  made  though  the  mistake  was  made  of  fix- 
by  bcevet  at  irregular  intervals  :  ing  the  establishment  at  a  strength 
usually  the  Sovereign's  birthday  far  in  excess  of  the  wants  of  the 
or  some  other  special  occasion  was  army.  It  is  true  that,  there  being 
taken  to  issue  a  general  "  brevet,"  no  limit  of  age  for  general  officers, 
when  a  batch  of  the  senior  lieuten-  the  majority  were  past  work,  so 
ant-colonels  of  the  army  would  be  that  the  list  was  practically  in  the 
advanced  to  the  rank  of  colonel  by  main  a  retired  list,  and  the  rank 
brevet.  The  list  of  general  officers  continued  to  be  to  a  great  extent 
was  maintained  in  the  same  way  a  mere  ornamental  one  ;  but  even 
at  a  varying  strength  by  the  of  the  effectrive  general  officers,  all 
"  brevet "  promotion  of  batches  could  not  possibly  find  employ - 
of  senior  colonels,  and  moving  up  ment.  Simultaneously  with  this 
the  seniors  of  the  different  grades  change,  periodical  brevets  were  dis- 
of  general  officer.  Thus  a  lieu-  continued  for  promotion  to  the 
tenant-colonel  would  pass  an  un-  rank  of  colonel,  which  was  hence- 
certain  time  in  that  rank,  which  forward  to  be  given  after  a  certain 
might  vary  from  twelve  or  fifteen  number  of  years'  actual  service  on 
years  to  seven  or  eight  years,  ac-  duty  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
cording  as  he  might  happen  to  colonel.  It  was  further  provided 
come  in  at  the  top  of  one  brevet  that  an  officer  might  be  promoted 
or  the  bottom  of  the  next.  The  to  the  rank  of  brevet- colon  el  for 
brevet-colonel  continued  to  be  eli-  distinguished  service  in  the  field, 
gible  to  command  his  regiment  This  provision  was  an  excellent 
until  promoted  to  major-general  by  one,  because  it  should  be  an  object 
a  succeeding  brevet.  of  military  administration  to  pro- 
She  result  of  the  brevet  system  mote  the  most  deserving  officers^ 
was  that  an  officer  on  promotion  and  secure  their  early  advancement 
to  lieutenant-colonel  could  never  to  the  rank  of  general  officer.  Un- 
again  be  superseded  in  the  army,  fortunately  it  nas  been  too  spar- 
except  by  the  selection  of  a  junior  ingly  exercised  to  have  much  effect 
lieutenant-colonel  to  be  aide-de-  upon  the  lists  of  the  upper  ranks 
camp  to   the   Queen,   so   that   all  of  the  army. 
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The  qualifying  service  for  pro-  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  but 
motion  of  lieutenant-colonel  to  also  in  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  sub- 
colonel,  which  was  first  fixed  at  sequently  in  promotion  to  general 
five  years,  with  strict  limitation  to  officers.  This  enormous  advantage 
officers  holding  substantive  mili-  does  not  attach  to  the  brevet  rank 
tary  appointments,  has  since  been  of  major.  A  captain  breveted  as 
reduced  to  four  years,  while  the  major  eets  no  further  advance- 
limitations  have  been  so  extended  ment.  His  next  step,  if  it  is  to  be  a 
as  practically  to  include  everybody,  brevet  one,  must  be  earned  by  fresh 
The  result  is  that  the  number  of  service  ;  and  the  same  rule  ought  to 
colonels  is  already  much  in  excess  be  established  in  regard  to  brevet 
of  the  number  of  lieutenant-  lieutenant-colonels.  The  undue  ad- 
colonels  in  the  army, — a  reversal  vantages  which  attach  to  what  is 
of  the  natural  and  proper  order  of  nowadays  a  very  cheaply  earned 
things.  The  value  of  a  rank  so  honour  has  become  a  real  abuse, 
quickly  reached  is  cheapened,  while  But  in  fact  the  whole  system 
its  utility  as  a  means  of  reward  is  of  '*  lieutenant-colonels  and  brevet- 
also  lessened  :  the  chances  will  be  colonels  "  is  perfectly  obsolete  and 
that  the  lieutenant-colonel  whom  out  of  harmony  with  the  actual 
it  is  desired  to  reward  for  distin-  conditions  of  tne  army  as  now 
guished  services  is  already  a  brevet  organised.  Except  in  the  Artillery 
colonel,  or  that  at  most  the  special  and  Engineers,  m  which  services 
brevet  will  anticipate  his  regular  the  rank  is  a  moribund  one,  soon 
promotion  by  only  a  few  months,  to  come  to  an  end,  there  is  now  no 
If  the  term  of  qualifying  service  such  thmg  as  a  substantive  colonel 
were  extended  from  four  to  six  or  in  the  army  :  every  colonel  is  a 
seven  years,  or  even  longer,  pro-  brevet  colonel.  The  actual  term 
motion  to  brevet  colonel  for  dis-  ^^ brevet"  has  indeed  been  abol- 
tinguished  service  woi\ld  be  more  ished  ;  the  promotion  is  now  made, 
often  possible,  and  a  much  more  not  to  "  brevet "  colonel,  but  to 
substantial  benefit  to  the  officer,  colonel  "in  the  army":  but  virtually 
while  furthering  also  the  object  the  practice  still  obtains — the  rank 
which  is  surely  to  be  aimed  at  in  is  not  recognised  as  a  regimental 
any  system  of  promotion,  of  bring-  one.  This  curious  condition  is,  in 
ing  the  best  officers  to  the  top.  fact,  a  survival  from  the  old  times, 

Another  grave  objection  to  the  when,  as  we  have  explained,  every 
present  rules  which  govern  promo-  regiment  had  a  colonel  who  nom- 
tion  to  the  rank  of  colonel,  is  the  inally  commanded  it,  the  actual 
inordinate  advantage  which  they  command  being  exercised  by  his 
give  to  those  officers  who  get  deputy,  the  lieutenant-colonel ;  and 
brevet  promotion  to  lieutenant-  the  rank  of  colonel  was  reached  at 
colonel.  This  is  now  bestowed  for  uncertain  periods,  and  by  batches 
the  most  trifiing  service,  as  if  it  of  officers  at  a  time,  under  special 
were  a  mere  titular  distinction  of  "  brevets."  But  all  this  having 
little  value  ;  but  since  brevet  rank  been  abolished,  and  now  that  the 
qualifies  in  most  cases  as  much  as  promotion  is  made  at  fixed  periods 
substantive,  the  result  is  that  a  of  service,  why  should  that  pro- 
major  who  gets  his  step  for,  per-  motion  be  still  termed  "  brevet " 
haps,  being  present,  or  nearly  or  "  army "  promotion  ?  What  is 
present,  in  some  trifiing  skirmish,  the  peculiar  virtue  in  the  term  as 
thereupon  supersedes  all  the  other  applied  to  the  colonel !  Now  that 
majors   in   the  army,  not  only  in  there  are  no  other  colonels  in  the 
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army  to  distinguish  from  them,  well  as  the  term  itself,  for  promo- 
why  should  the  rank  of  colonel  tions  made  according  to  fixed  rules 
be  brevet  or  army  rank  only,  any  should  now  be  altogether  aban- 
more  than  the  rank  of  lieutenant-  doned  :  the  promotion  of  lieuten- 
colonel,  major,  or  captain  ?  ant-colonel  under  those  rules  should 

All  sorts  of  anomalies  arise  out  be  to  the  rank  ^f  colonel  simply. 
of  the  maintenance  of  this  term.  But  coupled  with  this  change,  there 
Thus,  for  example,  under  existing  should  be  a  great  reduction  in  the 
roles  every  lieutenant-colonel  of  present  excessive  number  of  colo- 
artillery  or  engineers  is  placed  on  nels.  In  every  other  army  the 
half-pay  after  five  years'  service  number  of  officers  in  each  grade 
in  that  rank.  He  is,  however,  proceeds  in  a  diminishing  ratio, 
still  eligible  for  a  further  term  more  than  that  of  the  next  higher 
of  employ  ;  and  being  already  an  rank,  and  less  than  that  of  the 
**  army "  colonel,  his  designation  next  lower.  This  used  to  be  the 
while  so  employed  is  that  of  a  case  with  us  too,  and  a  reversion 
"  lieutenant-colonel,  half-pay,  and  to  the  rule  would  be  a  very  healthy 
coloneL"  So  also  with  regard  to  change.  There  should  be  a  fixed 
the  commandant  of  a  brigade  establishment  of  colonels,  as  of 
depot,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  a  generals,  to  which  officers  should 
re^mental  district.  He  is  also  be  advanced  by  army  seniority, 
taken  from  the  list  of  half-pay  and  also,  what  would  be  a  very 
colonels  who  have  completed  their  valuable  condition,  by  selection. 
term  of  regimental  service,  and  Or,  still  better,  the  rank  of  colonel 
is  styled — not  colonel  command-  should  be  attached  to  a  definite 
ine  the  district,  but  a  '^  lieutenant-  position,  which  would  naturally  be 
colonel  commanding  and  brevet-  the  command  of  the  regimental 
colonel."  Why  should  an  officer  district.  Thus  the  rank  of  colonel 
by  a  needless  fiction  be  deemed  would  go  with  the  command  of 
to  be  on  half-pay  when  he  is  on  more  than  one  battalion,  while,  as 
full  employment  and  virtually  on  in  other  armies,  the  highest  rank 
full  pay,  his  rate  of  nominal  half-  of  an  officer  commanding  a  single 
pay  being  supplemented  by  addi-  battalion  would  be  that  of  lieuten- 
tional  allowances  ?  And  since  the  ant-colonel.  The  charge  of  the 
rank  of  regimental  colonel,  con-  regimental  district  or  brigade  de- 
fined now  only  to  the  Artillery  and  pot,  including  the  associated  militia 
Engineers,  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  and  volunteer  battalions,  would  be 
the  past,  why  retain  the  rank  of  a  very  suitable  one  for  a  colonel  to 
brevet  colonel  at  all  ?  A  man  is  hold  ;  and  this  arrangement  would 
called  a  brevet  major  to  distin-  be  one  step  more  towards  the  de- 
gnish  him  from  a  regimental  major,  sired  object  of  bringing  the  mili- 
but  there  are  no  other  colonels  tia,  volunteer,  and  line  battalions 
from  which  the  brevet  or  army  into  connection  with  each  other, 
colonels  are  to  be  distinguished  :  All  battalions  would  be  command- 
ihe  rank  is  reached  under  fixed  ed  by  lieutenant-colonels  only,  who 
rules,  and  the  appointments  which  would,  however,  continue  to  be  eli- 
ire  held  by  colonels  cannot  be  gible  for  brevet  promotion  for  dis- 
beld  by  officers  of  junior  rank,  so  tinguished  service.  A  brevet  colo- 
that  the  rank  is  not  accidental  to  nelcy  for  distinguished  service 
the  position.  would   then   become,    what  it  has 

It  seems  clear,  then,  that  the  idea  now  ceased  to  be,  a  real  and  valu- 

involved  in  the   term  "  brevet,"  as  able  distinction. 
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We  have  already  explained  that  is  true  that  in  many  cases  they  are 
the  old  plan  of  a  nactaating  estab-  filled  up  in  a  perfunctory  way,  but 
lisbment  of  generals  was  replaced  this  is  just  because  so  little  use  is 
in  1854  by  a  fixed  establishment,  made  of  them.  If  inspecting  off- 
In  1877,  m  pursuance  of  the  re-  cers  knew  that  their  confidential 
commendations  of- Lord  Penzance's  reports  would  be  decisiye  in  regu- 
Commission,  all  general  officers  lating  the  promotions  of  the  officers 
were  retired  on  attaining  the  age  of  reported  on,  they  would  take  more 
seventy — the  fixed  establishment  of  care  in  the  preparation  of  them  ; 
generals,  which  was  then  consider-  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  thes^  re- 
ably  reduced,  thus  becoming  much  ports  at  present  go  for  very  little, 
more  of  an  effective  list.  The  Officers  who  are  notoriously  incom-  i 
establishment  was'  still  further  petent  for  the  command  of  a  bat- 
reduced  by  the  Royal  Warrant  of  talion,  from  infirmities  of  temper 
June  1881,  which  brought  it  down  or  physical  or  mental  unfitness,  are 
to  reasonable  dimensions  and  some  neyertheless,'when  their  turn  comes, 
sort  of  relation  to  the  actual  wants  promoted  just  like  everybody  else ; 
of  the  army,  while  at  the  same  and  although  a  show  of  selection 
time  the  age  for  retirement  was  has  lately  been  introduced  as  to  fill- 
fixed  at  sixty-two  for  major-gen-  ing  up  vacancies  in  these  appoint- 
erals,  and  sixty-seven  for  the  two  ments,  as  well  as  in  the  list  of  major- 
senior  grades.  The  reduction  of  generals,  the  thing  is  not  carried 
strength  might  with  advantage  be  nearly  far  enough  :  whenever  an  ex- 
carried  still  further.  There  ap-  ception  is  made,  it  creates  so  much 
pears  no  reason  why  the  establish-  excitement  as  to  show  how  seldom 
ment  of  generals  should  be  in  ex-  the  rule  of  seniority  is  departed 
cess  of  the  number  of  commands  from.  There  should  be  no  diffi- 
to  be  filled  by  them,  any  more  than  culty  in  securing  that  none  but 
that  there  should  be  an  excess  of  competent  officers  shall  be  promoted 
captains  or  any  other  rank  beyond  to  the  establishment  of  generals  ; 
the  requirements  of  the  service.  •  and  more  frequent  resort  to  selec- 
It  may  be  objected  that  the  cstab-  tion  would  undoubtedly  commend 
lishment  is  not  actually  in  excess,  itself  to  the  army,. as  it  would  to 
because  many  of  those  on  the  ac-  the  public.  An  officer  should  not 
tive  list  are  not  really  fit  for  active  rise  to  general  as  a  matter  of 
command,  either  from  infirmity  or  course  :  unless  thoroughly  compe- 
want  of  previous  training.  1  his,  tent,  he  should  not  get  beyond  the 
however,  is  simply  to  say  that  the  rank  of  colonel.  And  if  in  this 
system  is  not  properly  worked,  way  the  list  were  made  a  really 
Even  if  the  characters  of  all  officers  effective  one,  then  promotion  to 
were  not  perfectly  well  known  to  major-general  should  oe  made,  not 
the  army,  as  th^  might  be  to  the  to  a  fixed  establishment  which 
authorities  who  have  to  deal  with  bears  no  particular  relation  to  the 
the  selection  of  colonels  for  pro-  number  of  commands  to  be  filled, 
motion,  the  confidential  reports  but  to  a  vacant  brigade  or  equiva- 
upon  officers  would  afford,  if  they  lent  appointment,  just  as  the  pro- 
are  properly  made,  a  perfect  means  motion^  of  any  junior  officer  is 
of  regulating  promotion  to  import-  made.  The  establishment  of  major- 
ant  rank  in  the  army.  These  re-  generals  would  then  consist  of  juSt 
ports  are  now  prepared  with  a  so  many  as  there  are  holding  corn- 
degree  of  detail  which  the  public  mands  or  who  have  completed  their 
generally  have  little  notion  of.     It  term  of  office  ;  these  latter,  if  re- 
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ling  unemployed,  and  not  being  tioe  should  be  discontinued.     Mili- 

loted  to  a  lieutenant-ge  neral's  tary  rank  in  the  British  army  is 

and  command  within  a  certain  degraded  by  being  made  so  cheap; 

,  to  be  retired  in  due  course  ;  the  rank  of  general  officer   is  so 

so  with  regard  to  the  superior  profusely  bestowed  that  it  ceases 

8.  to  be  worth  bearing.     Surely    the 

ill  the  reduction  of  the  estab-  aim  and  object  to  be  kept  in  view 

aent  of  generals  made  in  1881  in  regard  to  military   titles  should 

valuable  reform  as  far  as  it  be,  instead  of  cheapening  them,  to 

;  but  the  benefit  of  it  has  been  elevate  them  and  make  them  diffi- 

great  measure  nullified  by  the  cult  of  attainment.      What  every 

ition,  side    by   side   with  the  one  can  get  no  one  cares  for.     We 

'e  list,  of  an  enormous  estab-  have  only  to  compare  the  estima-' 

aent  of  non-effective  generals,  tion  in  which  the  rank  of  general 

ing  all  classes  in  the  British  officer  is  held    in  the  German   or 

[ndian  armies  together, — effec-  French  army  with  that    which  it 

retired,  and    those    holding  holds  with    us,  to  see  to  what  a 

»rary  rank, — there   are   about  point    this  degradation  has    been 

(en  hundred  persons    of  sorts  carried.     There  was  a  time  when 

bear  the  title   of  '^  general."  we  used  to  laugh  at  the  Americans 

curious  state  of  things,  which  and  their  cheap  military  titles,  but 

lite  of  modern  growth,  is  open  the  laugh  is  now  the  other   way. 

-ave  objection.  The  public  does  In  no  country  has  military   rank 

listinguish  between  the  differ-  been  so  degraded  as  it  has  been  in 

classes, — between  the  effective  England  during  the  last  few  years, 

the  non-effective  lists,  between  Honorary  promotion  on   retire- 

*eal  and  the  so-called  honorary  ment  is  equally   objectionable  in 

;  the  apparent  state  of  things  the  lower  grades.     And  what  does 

at  we  have  an  army  in  which  this    honorary  rank  mean  ?    The 

strength  of  the  highest  ranks  officer  no  longer    belongs  to    the 

dicrously  out  of  proportion  to  army, — he    can  exercise   no  com- 

rest  of  the  force — more  than  'mand  :  it  means  simply  that  a  man 

igh,  indeed,    to   command  all  is  to  be  called  something  different 

irmies   of  'Europe.       That   a  from  what  he  is.      The  man  who 

ral  officer  on  retirement  should  served  as  a  captain   or  major,  on 

his  rank  with  him  is  of  course  retirement  is  styled  what  he  never 

ssary  ;     but     the    distinction  was  before.     The  practice  is  pecu- 

h  should  attach  to  that  rank  liarly  objectionable  in  its  applica- 

tirely  destroyed  by  its  profuse  tion  to  the  Indian   army,  because 

>wal  on  all  retired  colonels.  in  that  army  a  very  large  number 

lis  practice  of  giving  honorary  of  officers  are  employed  on   purely 

lotions  on  retirement,  which  is  civil    duties.       It   is   bad  enough 

led  to  all  ranks  as  well  I  as  to  that  this  shonld  be  the  case  with 

colonels,  was  first  introduced  lieutenant-colonels  and  majors,  but 

854,    when     retirement    was  since  practically  no  officer  in  the 

ntary,   in  order  to  encourage  Indian  army    retires  before  he  is 

ements,  and  so  stimulate  the  obliged  to  do  so,  which  is  not  until 

of  promotion.     The  necessity  he  becomes  a  colonel,  the   retired 

)assed  away,  now  that  retire-  Indian  officer  is  usually  an  honor- 

;   has  been   made    obligatory  ary  major-general;  and  the  country 

T  fixed    rules  ;  and  even  if  it  is  swamped  with  a  nuniber  of  gen- 

oot  so,  the  mischievous  prac-  eral  officers  from  India,  many  of 
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whom  have  never  so  much  as  even  We  have  explained  that  many  of 
commanded  a  company.  The  thing  the  recent  changes  are  the  result, 
has  reached  such  a  pass  that  in-  directly  or  indirectly,  of  the  report 
stances  occur  of  officers  applying  of  Lord  Penzance's  Commission, 
not  to  get  the  step  of  honorary  One  important  recommendation 
rank  on  retirement ;  and  it  must  made  by  it  has,  however,  been  en- 
be  apparent  to  every  one  that  in  tirely  set  aside.  The  Commission 
the  present  day  the  rank  of  major-  said — 

general  is  held  in  little  more  esti-  u  jt  hag  been  stated  to  us  as  nearly 

mation  than  the  rank  of  colonel  ^^^  universal  opinion  of  those  whosi 

This  baneful  practice   was  bor-  evidence  we  have  taken,  that  of  late 

rowed  from  that  already  obtaining  years  promotion  by  brevet  for  distin- 

in  the  Navy;    but  that  does  not  guisbed  service    has  been  much  too 

make    it    the    less    objectionable,  ^yishly  bestowed.    At  the  same  time 

Moreover,   the  Navy  is  compara-  ^^  ^  *^  present  almost  the  only  way  of 

tively   such  a  small  service,  that  rewarding  zeal  and  efficiency  on  active 

the  e^il  do^  not  make  itself  very  -Sre/  to  \ZLZT\^^^k 

apparent.     1  he  country   is  not  so  practice  of  brevet  promotion  for  dis- 

overrun  with  sham  admirals  as  it  tinguished  service   should  be  discon- 

is    with   sham    generals,   because  tinned,  but  rather  that   it  should   be 

there  are  so  few  of  them.  much    more    sparingly    applied,  and 

Honorary  promotion   on  retire-  under  some  well-defined  rules  and  con- 

ment  should,  therefore,  be  at  once  dition8,which  should  be  uniformly  ad- 

abolished  :  the  change  would  give  S£nrbe?srp?o^^^?^  "" 

great  satisfaction  to  the  army,  and  ^ 

would   commend    itself  to    every  This  was  written   in  1876  :   since 

sensible  person.  then  the   bestowal  of  brevets  and 

It  need  hardly  be;said,  after  this,  decorations  has  been   such  as   to 

that  the  practice,  so  profusely  ex-  make  what  the  Commission  termed 

tended  of  late  years,  of  giving  com-  lavishness  appear  like  parsimony, 

batant  rank  to  non-combatant  of-  so  profusely  have  they  been  show- 
ficers,  should    also  be    abolished.  '  ered  down  for  the  petty  wars  and 

Why  should  a  paymaster  be  called  skirmishes  in  whicn  the  army  has 

a  major  instead  of  a  paymaster  ?  taken  part  during  the  past  eight 

It  may  be  pleaded  that  this  renders  years.     The  honours  for  Afghanis- 

the  Pay  Department  more  popular,  tan  were  overdone  ;  but  the  abuse 

If  that  argument  be   worth  any-  culminated  in  the  Egyptian   busi- 

thing,  and  military  titles  are  to  be  ness  of  1882,  when  men  who  had 

used  to  cheapen  civil  employments,  been  exposed  to  no  hardship,  and 

then  for  economy's  sake  military  had  scarcely  been  under  fire,  came 

titles  ought  to  be  given  to  the  War  away   with  four  decorations,   in- 

Ofiice  clerks,  and  the  senior  clerks  cludme  the  one  which  we  had  the 

at  the  Admiralty  might  be  dubbed  ineffable  meanness  to  take   from 

Sost-captains,    their     pay    being  the  Khedive  for  beating  his  owa 

ooked  all  round  per  contra.  troops. 


1885.]  The  Waters  of  S&rculea.— Part  VI.  41 

THE  WATERS  OF  HERCULES— PART  VI. 

CHAPTER  XX. — THE  HOME  OF  HER  ANCESTORS. 

"  All  creepioe  plants,  a  wall  of  green 
Close  matUo,  bur,  and  brake,  and  brier, 
And  glimpsing  over  these.  Jost  seen 
High  up  tne  topmost  palace  spire." 

— TiKKTSOlf, 

It  was  a  coantry  of  roses  down  be  kneaded  into  the  sickly  dulcezza 
there— a  rose- world.  Enchanting  with  which  the  Turkish  ladies  de- 
designation  !  Pregnant  with  sweet-  light  in  spoiling  their  teeth  and 
est  perfume,  redolent  of  softest  ruining  their  digestion  ;  nor  even 
poetry.  What  life  can  be  more  would  he  pine  after  the  happiness 
fraught  with  dreamy  delight,  more  of  being  distilled  into  scent,  or  left 
removed  from  the  dry  prose  of  to  dry  in  the  sun,  until  he  had 
common  existence,  than  that  of  a  attained  the  necessary  degree  of 
rose,  living  amongst  other  roses,  hardness  and  the  coal-black  hue 
in  the  midst  of  a  rose  country  ?  which  is  requisite  for  the  compo- 
What  young  disciple  of  the  Muse  sition  of  that  perfumed  mass,  out 
would  not  sing  to  himself  in  an  of  which  the  Southerners  are  fond 
ecstatic  moment  that  he'd  ''be  a  of  carving  such  fragrant,  but,  alas  I 
rosebud  bom  in  a  bower,"  and  re-  such  hideous  ornaments, 
cognise  the  advantage  of  dying  These  slaves,  with*their  pink  faces 
when  the  summer  is  o'er?  The  and  their  hanging  heads,  are  not 
duties  of  a  rose  are  light  duties  as  cared  for  because  of  their  beauty, — 
a  rule.  To  be  fanned  by  the  breeze  nobody  takes  the  trouble  to  think 
in  the  daylight  hours,  and  to  listen  of  whether  they  are  beautiful  or 
to  the  song  of  the  nightingale  in  not :  their  master  looks  at  them 
the  dark  ;  to  hang  on  a  well-  with  a  critical  eye,  but  it  is  not  to 
trimmed  bush,  the  pride  of  a  mark  their  tenderness  of  hue  or 
Northern  garden;  to  be  worshipped  grace  of  shape, — it  is  to  calculate 
by  weU-paid  gardeners,  in  palaces  how  much  profit  they  can  be  made 
of  crystal,  built  up  for  them  alone  ;  to  yield  ;  for  here  these  queens  of 
to  be  stared  at  as  the  triumph  of  a  the  flower  world  have  sunk  to  the 
metropolitan  flower  show ;  perhaps  prosaicposition  of  potatoes  or  beet- 
to  climb  up  a  cottage-door  and  root.  The  rose-harvest  is  talked  of 
peep  in  at  a  scene  of  domestic  here,  as  elsewhere  the  wheat-bar* 
felicity  within  ;  or,  best  of  all,  to  vest ;  and  to  hundreds  of  families 
crown  a  beauty's  head,  or  scatter  the  success  or  the  failure  of  the 
its  dying  petals  on  her  breast.  flowers  means  riches  or  poverty. 

Up  there  in  the  North  the  roses  They  are  cut,  they  are  stacked,  they 

are  the    masters,  but  here  in  the  are  carried  away,  just  as  we  cut^ 

South  they  are  the  slaves  ;    and,  stack  and  carry    away    our  hay 

like  all    slaves,    whether    human,  and  our  straw,  our  barley  and  our 

animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral,  the  oats. 

roses  have  a  hard  time  of  it  here.  If  now  and  then  it  happens  that 

No   young  poet,    be   he   ever  so  these  pink-faced  slaves  lose  their 

yonns  and    ever    so  enthusiastic,  master,  or  that  their  master  slackens 

would  care  to  be  boiled  up  with  his  hold  upon  them,  then  the  slaves^ 

sQgarand  made  into  jam,  nor  yet  to  breaking  out   of  all   bounds,  run 
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wild  and  smother  the  earth,  grow-  blae  sky,  which  Gretchen  has  been 

ing  like  weeds  out  of  its  fertile  sur-  used  to  for  many  days  past^  is  gone 

face.     Then,  missing  the  check  of  to-day.    There  is  an  even  greynest 

authority,  they  grow  wanton,  em-  over  the  low  hanging  sky,8tretcbinff 

bracing  and  strangling  each  other  away,  unbroken  and  un8haded,unm 

at  will.       Here  and  there,  where  over  there  in  the  far  west,  where 

some  such  colony  has  escaped  from  thdnder   broods  in  the  lead -blue, 

mastership,  the    bushes    bud  and  metal-huedclouds,and  grumbles  out 

fade  again  without  making  any  one  a  faint  but  sullen  warning,  with  long 

the  richer — as  for  instance  on  that  intervals  of  dead  silence  between, 

lonely  spot,  where  the  roses  year  There  is  no  breeze  to  carry  about 

after   year   for  a  long   time  past  the  scent  of  roses  on  the  air  :    it 

have  dropped  their  petals  unheeded  hangs  heavily  over  the  fields,intense 

upon  each  other,  having  no  other  but  unrefreshing,  weighing  on  the 

duty  to  fulfil  than  to  put  out  their  senses  and  mingling  with  the  breath 

flowers  as  every  June  comes  round,  of  every  evil-smelling  thing,  which 

and    weave    a  fantastic    garland  disfigures  the  street  of  each  squalid 

around  an  old  man's  grave.  village  the  travellers  have  passed. 

But  those    escaped    slaves    are  It  is  strange  to  find  one's  self  thus 

few.     These  acres  of  roses  around  freed  again  from  the  imprisonment 

are  all  under  the  yoke  ;    and  they  of  the  Djernis  valley.     The  wide 

are  having  their  hardest  time  now,  sky  looks  foreign  to  Gretchen,  and 

for  it  is  late   in    the  rose  season,  the  flat  country  has  an  uncongenial 

and  the  cutters  are  at  work.   They  vacancy  after  those  rooks  and  for- 

are  to  be  seen  in  the  fields  using  ests  they  have  left  behind  theuL 

their  knives  mercilessly,  and  they  They  had  passed  by  many  rows  of 

are  to  be  met  on  the  road,  com-  hovels,  called  villages  ;    and  they 

ing   along   in    the   dust,  bending  had    passed    one    or  two  solitary 

under  the  load  of  flowers   which  buildings,  standing  in  the  middle 

heap    the    basket-casks    on   their  of  flat  fields,  and  scarcely  shaded 

backs,  and   staring   sideways  and  by   acacia-trees,   and   these    were 

open-mouthed  at  the  unusual  sight  called  country-houses.    They  were 

of  a   travelling-carriage    jogging  all  long  and  low,  and  each  had  an 

slowly  along.    There  is  such  a  pro-  appanage  of  small  out-buildings  ; 

fusion  of  roses  this  year,  that  no  some  of  them  were  better  and  some 

one  cares  if  the  heap  shakes  with  of  them  worse.  Some  of  them  bore 

each  step,  now  and  then  dropping  the  stamp  of  poverty  upon  their 

arose  head  in  the  dust,  from  where  doors  and  windows  and  the  rude 

the   children   pick   them    up   and  planking   which   fenced  them  in, 

play  with  them  gleefully.  others  betrayed  signs  of  rude  opu- 

A  rose  burden  is  not  necessarily  lence  in  their  open  granaries  over- 
a  light  burden,  thinks  Gretchen,  flowing  with  Indian  corn, 
as  she  watches  the  toil-worn  faces  "  Wait  till  you  see  Dra8k6cs  !  " 
of  the  laden  peasant- women  ;  and  said  Ascelinde,  with  suppressed 
though  it  may  perhaps  be  pleasanter  triumph  in  her  tone,  each  time 
to  prick  one's  fingers  with  rose-  that  they  passed  one  of  these  soli- 
thorns  than  with  needles  that  does  tary  white  houses.  Not  one  of 
not  make  the  scratches  in  their  them  even  distantly  approached 
hands  less  unsightly.  the  picture  in  Ascelinde's  mind  : 

It  is  a  hot  day,  but  a  day  with-  they  all  were   pale   and  shadowy 

out  sunshine.     The  hard  glare  of  beside  the  vision  which,  with  every 

light,  the  dazzling   brightness  of  moment  and  with  every  yard  of 
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the  road  traversed,  was  growing  inn,  scratching  his  head,  and  Vin-' 
more  distinct  in  her  memory.  The  cenz  took  his  place  on  the  box 
number  of  horses  capable  of  being  again  beside  the  driver.  The 
stabled  at  Dra8k6c8  had  undergone  driver  looked  at  the  sky  and 
a  considerable  increase  since  [they  shrugged  his  shoulders, 
started  on  their  journey  ;  every  "  Drive  on,"  said  Vincenz  short- 
hour  added  a  step  to  the  flight  ly  ;  and  he  folded  his  arms  and  sat 
which  led  up  to  the  entrance  door,  staring  straight  in  front  of  him, 
the  avenue  grew  more  stately,  the  with  a  face  as  expressionless  and 
trees  loftier  with  each  minute,  un-  as  hard-set  as  a  face  of  Wood.  He 
til  it  really  appeared  that  if  the  had  worn  this  look  throughout  all 
journey  were  prolonged  for  another  the  journey  ;  and  throughout  all 
half-day,  the  house  of  Ascelinde's  the  journey,  too,  his  lips  had  re- 
ancestors  would  threaten  to  tower  mained  so  obstinately  locked  that 
into  the  sky,  and  strike  the  behold-  it  was  almost  with  an  effort  that 
ers  blind  with  the  excess  of  its  he  unclosed  them  when  some  un- 
glory.  avoidable  word  had  to  be  pro- 
It  was  two  in  the  afternoon  nounced. 
when  they  drove  past  the  dark  When  the  last  house  of  Had- 
wooden  church  with  itsiweed-grown  h&za  was  left  behind,  the  road, 
burying-ground,  and  then  up  the  thick  with  white  dust  and  seamed 
dirty  street  of  Hadh4za,  which  with  deep  cart-ruts,  ran  along  be- 
Vincenz  knew  from  his  former  tween  level  fields  and  stretches  of 
visit.  They  stopped  in  front  of  waste  land.  It  was  the  last  stage 
the  wretched  little  inn  to  water  of  their  journey,  and  Ascelinde,  as 
the  panting  horses:  the  poor  beasts'  she  scanned  the  wide  horizon,  felt 
ragged  flanks  were  heavmg,  though  the  solemnity  of  the  impending 
they  had  jogged  so  slowly,  for  the  moment  settling  down  upon  her 
air  was  heavy  as  lead  and  hot  as  soul, 
a  furnace  blast.  "  Are  we  near  yet  ?  "  she  asked 

"  How  slow  they  are  in  attend-  at    short   intervals,    and    after  a 

ing,"    said  Ascelinde  impatiently,  weary    hour     at    last    came    the 

as  a  man  leisurely  filled  a  wooden  answer — "  We  are  not  far  now." 

pail   with   the   dull  water   of   the  The  sky   during  this  time   had 

well.     "  Tell  them  that  we  are  go-  grown   stealthily  darker,  and  the 

ing  to  Drask6cs,  Dr  Komers,  and  clouds  had  gathered  into  a  huddled 

that  1  am  mistress  of  the  place."  mass.     There  was   no  one  in  the 

Dr   Komers    appeared     not    to  fields,  and  there  was  no  one  along 

have  heard  ;    at  least  he  certainly  the  length  of  the  deserted  road. 

did  not  give  the  information  indi-  But  Ascelinde  could  not  see  the 

cated,  seeing  which,  Ascelinde  gave  road,  however  much  she  might  crane 

the  ^information  herself,  but    was  her  neck.     With  trembling  fingers 

only  met  by  a  stupid  stare.  she   smoothed  her   crape   bonnet- 

"  What  IS  that  man  saying,  Dr  strings,  and  shook  out  the  folds  of 

Komers — I  can't  hear  him  ?"  her  mournful   tunic,    which    wept 

"  He  is  saying  that  there  will  .be  its  inferior  quality  of  tears  around 

a  storm  before  evening,  and  that  her  ample  person.     She  began  to 

we  had  better  stay  here."  rehearse  some  speeches  suitable  for 

"  How   ridiculous  !      We    shall  the  occasion, — a  noble  and  digni- 

sleep  at  Drask6cs,  of  course  ;  tell  fied  address  wherewith  to  answer 

the  coachman  to  drive  on."  the  welcome  she  expected.     Some 

The  landlord  turned  back  to  his  very  unpronounced  visions  of  enthu- 
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siastic    tenantry    were    hovering  being  stopped  here  ?  Are  we  going 

through  her  brain.     Mr  Howara  to  be  robbed  ? — or  are  the  horses 

had  only  the  other  day  given  her  lame  ?," 

an  account  of  a  grand  reception  of  Dr  Komers  having  carefully  de- 

the  sort,   when  the  farmers  had  scended  to  the  eroand,   adjusted 

taken  out  the  horses  and  dragjged  his  spectacles  ana  said,  in  a  rather 

their  landlord  to  his   door.     The  diffident  tone, — 

excitement  was  almost  too  great  ''  Nothing  has  happened." 

to  be  borne,  and  Ascelinde  in  this  ''  Can't  you  take  the  stones  out 

supreme  moment,  the  culminating  of  the  horses'  feet,  or  whatever  it 

point  as  it  were  of  her  life,  put  out  is  ?  "  exhorted  the  Countess.    "  Be 

her  hand  mechanically  and  pressed  quick,  I  implore  you  !  " 

her  daughter's  lingers   with   con-  ".There    are   no   stones  in   the 

vulsive  force.  horses'  feet,  Madame  Mohr." 

Some  acacia-trees  were  passed —  "  Then  the  man  is  drunk,  I  am 

five  on   one  side,  and  six  on  the  certain  of  it ;  you  must  take  the 

other  ;  the  carriage  jolted  heavily  reins." 

into  a  rut  and  heavily  out  of  it  By  this  time  Vincenz  was  rub- 
again.  Ascelinde  saw  the  driver  bing  his  spectacles  hard.  "  I  asr 
pointing  his  whip,  as  if  at  some-  sure  vou  the  fman  is  perfectly 
thing  ahead  of  them.  That  must  sober,"  he  said,  hesitating, 
be  Dra8k6cs — that  must  be  III  "Then  what  have  we  stopped 
Ascelinde  could  stand  this  no  here  for  ? "  demanded  the  big  wo* 
longer :  she  wrenched  her  hand  man,  with  a  tragedy  stare,  as  she 
away  from  her  daughter,  and  she  stood  to  her  full  height  in  the  car- 
put  It  over  her  face.  ^^*^®* 

She  had  scarcely  done  so  when  The  driver  was  quietly  filling  hia 

the  carriage  stood  still.    She  looked  pipe,  with  the  reins  flung  over  hia 

up  with  a  start.     Dr  Komers  was  arm,  while  the  horses  stood  with 

slowly  descending  from  his  seat,  lowered  beads  and  a  dejected  droop 

and    Gretchen,    leaning   over  the  of  the  shoulders, 

side,   was  staring  eagerly   on    in  Gretchen  sat  still,  leaning  over 

front.  the  ,side,  looking  with  a  sort   of 

Oh,  irony  of  Fate  !  Had  a  horse  fascination  at  the  crumbling  house 

come  down,  or  had  a  wheel  given  which    stood    behind    the  rotten 

way  just   as   they   were    so  near  planks.     The  planks  seemed  to  run 

reaching  the  wished-for-goal?  Were  all  f  round  in  a  square,  and   they 

they  to  be  kept  here  in  the  middle  covered  half    the    height  of  the 

of  this  cart-track  when  they  had  house,  so  that  only  the  roof  and  a 

all  but  arrived  at  Drask6cs  ?    Must  narrow  strip  of  the  wall  remained 

they  be  detained  here,  at  its  very  visible.    Through  a  chink  between 

gates  ?  two  boards  a  pink  rose  had  pushed 

Ascelinde  stood  up  in  the  car-  its  inquisitive    head,   and  nodded 

riage  in  an  agony  of  impatience,  them  a  hospitable  welcome.     To 

There  was  a  long,  low,  tumble-down  the  right  and  to  the  left,  to  the 

house — a  lower  edition  of  the  sort  back  and  to  the  front,  the  waste 

they  had  passed  at  intervals  in  the  land  stretched  ;  the  cart-track  ran 

forenoon — staring  at  them  over  a  on,itsdustlyingundisturbedbyany 

wall  of  rotten  planks.  passer-by.    There  was  no  human 

"  Dr  Komers,    what    has    hap-  beine  in  sight,  and  no  other  house 

pened?  "  cried  Ascelinde,  trembling  withm  eye-range,  except  where,  in 

vrith  agitation.       "  Why  are  we  the  far  mstance,  a  group  of  acacias 
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seemed  to  denote  a  repetition  of  house  a  little  more  carefully  ;  does 

the  place  before  which  they  found  it  remind  you  of  nothing  ?  " 

themselves.  Ascelinde,  with  a  sort  of  notion 

*^  Madame  Mohr,"  said  Vincenz,  that  Dr  Komers    was    mad   and 

standing  with   his    hand  on  the  must  be  humoured,  but  with,  never- 

carriage  -  door,     '^I    beg  you    to  theless,  a  faint  uneasiness  at  the 

compose  yourself.     Be  so  kind  as  bottom  of  her  heart,  turned  away 

to  look  at  those  trees  along  the  from  the  duck-pond  and  stared  at 

road  ;  do  they  not  recall  anything  the  tumble-down  house, 

to  your  memory  !  ^  There  was  a  pause  of  nearly  a 

Uis    grave   tone    arrested    the  minute  while  Ascelinde  gazed  at 

excited  words  on  her  lips.       She  the  house,  while  Gretchen  looked 

turned    and  stared  back     at  the  curiously   at    the    lawyer's    face, 

eleven  acacia-trees  which  they  had  while  the    coachman    stuffed    his 

passed,  six  on  one  side,  five  on  th  pipe   with  his   thumb,   and  while 

other.  the  dingy  duck  took  two  journeys 

"  There   were     acacia  -  trees    at  backwards  and   forwards   without 

Drask6cs,"   she    said,    looking  at  any  need  of  hurry.     Then  Ascel- 

them  blankly  ;   "  but   there   were  inde  looked  at    v  incenz,   and   he 

a  great  many  more  of  them,  and  saw  that  the   uneasiness  had  risen 

much  higher — a  whole  avenue."  up  steadily,  and  was  now  shining 

"And   that  pond?"    said  Vin-  out  of  her  eyes. 
cenz,  pointing  to  an  oblong  piece  *^  I  don't   understand  you,"   she 
of  water   which   lay   in   a   hollow  faltered  ;    "  this    does — does — not 
outside  the   wall    of    planks,    its  remind  me  of — of  Drask6cs." 
stagnant    surface  coated    thickly  "  Look  a^ain,"  he  said. 
with  green  duckweed,  a  splendid  She  did  look  again,  blankly  at 
feast  for  a    waddling    flock,  but  first ;   but   the    uneasiness   in   her 
spreading  its    luscious  verdure  in  eyes   turned  gradually    into    real 
superfluous  abundance  before  the  terror.    Long,  long  f oreotten  mem- 
solitary  inhabitant    of  the   pond,  ories  had  be^un   to  whisper,   and 
Where  the  supply   so  far  exceeds  were  whispenng  louder  every  min- 
the  demand,  even  such  delicacies  ute.    The   house  was  not  strange 
as  duckweed  are  lowered   in  the  to  her  ;  it  had  some  place  far  back 
estimation  of  a  duck.  '  in    her    mind.     She     felt    herself 

"  That  i)ond,"  repeated   Ascel-  growing  cold,  but  she  was  a  strong 

inde,   obeying  Dr   Komers  with-  woman — she  would  not  give  in  to 

out  knowing    why    she  did     it —  this  absurdity. 

***  that  pond  ?    There   was  a   lake  "  Dr  Komers,  why  are  you  keep- 

at    Dra8k6c8 — ^but  the  shape  was  ing  us  here  ? "  she  asked,  with  an 

rather  like   this   pond,   ana  there  anger  which   was  not   quite   real. 

used  to  be  swans  upon  it, — large  "  Why  don't  you  tell  the  man  to 

white  swans,"  she  added,  looking  drive  on  to  Drask6cs?  " 

at  the  small  and  very  dingy  ducK  "  We  are  at  Draskocs  already." 

that  had  paddled  back  to  the  near-  Ascelinde  turned  pale,  but  she 

side  again,   and  now   stopped   to  smiled   a  sickly  smile.     This  was 

fobble   another   mouthful   of   the  evidently  a  horrible  dream,  and  it 

oating  green  water- weed.  could  only  need  a  resolute  effort  to 

"  And  now,"  said   Dr   Komers,  awake  out  of  it:  she  had  to  clear 

scanning    Madame     Mohr's    face  her  throat  three  times  before  she 

with  some  agitation  on  his  own —  could  speak  distinctly. 

*^  and   now,  will   you  look  at  the  '*  Yes,  Drask6cs,"  she  said,  look- 
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ing  at  the  lawyer  rather  wildly —  was  more  than    reven^,  it  was 

how    strange  the    familiar    word  craelty,  to  have  kept  this  grim  and 

sounded  at  this  moment !     ''  I  sap-  heartless  silence,  to  have  let  that 

pose  this  is  the  lodge — or — or  the  unfortunate  woman  reach  this  very 

gardener's   house; — but   where    is  spot   still  wrapped   in  her  insane 

the  house  itself  ?  "  illusions.     Those  two  women  in  the 

''  There  is  no  other  house;  this  carriage  had    grievously  hurt  his 

is  the  house  itself."  pride,  and  they  were  at  his  mercy; 

**  This  is  Drask6cs  ? "  pointing  out  it  was  a  question  whether  at 
with  a  desperate  gesture  across  the  this  moment  Ascelinde  or  Yincenz 
plank  wall.  Oh,  if  only  she  could  suffered  more  acutely.  His  nature 
have  clung  to  the  belief  that  Dr  revolted  against  the  unfair  advan- 
Komers  was  deceiving  her!  But,  tage  he  had  taken.  As  he  stood 
alas!  what  was  this  new  light  staring  at  the  flat  countrv,  with 
streaming  in  upon  her  reluctant  his  back  generously  turned  to  the 
eyes  ?  As  she  put  the  question,  carriage,  while  he  printed  off  every 
she  looked  around  once  more,  and  cloud  upon  his  memory  with  the 
from  everywhere  around  her  the  agonised  concentration  of  the  mo- 
ghosts  of  far-away  memories  seemed  ment,  he  felt  that  he  woald  give 
to  start  up  and  stare  her  in  the  everything  he  possessed,  his  sister 
face.  Those  acacia-trees, — they  Anna  perhaps  excepted,  if,  by  a 
bore  a  horrible  resemblance  to  the  stroke  of  magic,  the  real  Draskocs 
lofty  avenue  she  remembered ;  that  could  have  been  transformed  into 
pond,  it  was  growing  every  moment  something  ten  times  more  splendid 
more  distinctly  like  the  lake  of  than  the  imaginary  Draskocs  had 
other  days;    that   plank-enclosure  ever  been. 

carried   back    her  thoughts    with  For  a  few  seconds  Dr  Komers 

most  provoking  persistency  to  the  heard  nothing  behind  him    except 

park. wall  she  had  vaunted:  even  the  jingle  oi  a  carriage-bell  and 

the    tumble-down    house    had    a  the   puffing  of  the   dnver's  pipe, 

ghostly,  grinning  likeness   to  the  Ascelinde    must     have    remained 

home  of  her  earliest  childhood.    It  rooted  and  fixed  as  she  had  been 

was  all  a  parody,  a  badly-drawn  when  last  she  spoke.     Then  there 

caricature;  but  the  likeness  which  was  the  sound  of  a  heavy  weight 
it  bore  to  her  memories  was  com-  •  sinking   down   suddenly,  and  im- 

ing  out   now   with  rapid   strokes,  mediately   there    followed  a  tre- 

"  Yes,  this  is  Drask6cs."  Dr  mendous  burst  of  tears. 
Komers  said  it  with  an  effort;  and  Such  a  burst  of  tears !  Yin- 
having  pronounced  the  fatal  words,  cenz  had  never  had  even  a  distant 
he  turned  without  waiting  to  see  notion  of  what  a  real  burst  of 
the  effect,  and  walked  across  the  tears  was  until  this  moment:  his 
road,  two  or  three  steps  away  from  ignorance  was  enlightened  now. 
the  carriage.  Ascelinde  did  not  shed  tears  often, 
This  was  the  supreme  moment  but  the  flood-gates  once  let  loose, 
then,  the  most  dreadful  balf-minute  they  burst  forth  with  the  violence 
which  Ascelinde  had  ever  lived  of  a  torrent.  This  woman  never 
through;  this  was  the  moment  to  did  things  upon  a  small  scale  ;  her 
which  Yincenz,  in  the  first  heat  of  tears  were  only  in  proportion  to 
his  wounded  pride,  had  looked  for-  her  person.  Her  sobs  made  the 
ward  as  the  one  of  revenge.  But  carriage  shake  ;  her  wails  must 
now  that  it  was  come,  the  revenge  have  struck  terror  into  the  hearts 
was  too  absolute  to  be  sweet.     It  of  any   horses  not  as  completely 
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deadened  by  fatigue  as  these  dust-  not  sobs  ;  she  was  not  weepings 
laden  quadrupeds :  even  the  driver  she  was  laughing.  With  her  face 
foreot  the  next  puff  of  his  pipe,  Duried  in  her  handkerchief,  she 
and  the  duck  burst  into  a  quack  was  attempting  to  smother  the 
of  alarm  as  it  fluttered  splashing  irresistible  laughter  which  over- 
acroes  the  pond.  Small  wonder  if  powered  her  without  mercy.  It 
Ascelinde  wept !  With  this  flood  was  a  mere  chance,  after  all^ 
of  tears  she  was  weeping  away  whether  the  ludicrous  side  or  the 
whole  avenues  of  lofty  trees,  whole  tragical  side  of  the  situation  came 
terraces  and  turrets,  entrance-  uppermost — it  was  such  a  nice 
gates  and  flights  of  steps  :  her  question  of  balance  between  laugh- 
tears  were  as  plentiful  as  the  ter  and  tears.  For  Ascelinde  it 
waters  of  her  imaginary  lake,  her  was  unbroken  tragedy  ;  for  Gret- 
sobs  as  deep  as  the  phantom-mines  chen,  perhaps  the  solitary  duck^ 
of  wealth,  whose  fond  memory  she  survivor  of  so  many  fictitious 
was  forced  to  relinquish.  She  had  swans,  decided  the  balance  in 
been  seven  years  old  when  she  saw  favour  of  comedy.  Each  view  in 
these  things  last ;  she  was  fifty  its  way  was  overpowering,  and 
now.  During  forty-three  years  the  Gretchen,  with  her  face  behind 
memories  had  lain  and  grown ;  her  handkerchief,  was  entirely 
what  wonder  that,  brought  thus  overpowered.  Her  dreams  of 
face  to  face  with  the  original,  the  yesterday  were  dispelled,  her  for- 
big  woman  should  he  annihilated  ?  tune  was  unmade  again,  her  pedes- 
At  the  first  burst  Vincenz  turned  tal  was  shattered  under  her  feet  ; 
round  terrified.  He  was  but  an  and  Gretchen  looked  at  the  broketf 
ignorant  man  after  all,  and  had  pieces  and  realised  that  they  were 
but  a  very  dim  notion  of  what  broken,  and  laughed  with  a  mirth 
might  be  expected  to  follow  upon  as  wild  as  though  they  had  been 
this  truly  feminine  hurricane.  He  the  fragments  of  some  weight 
did  not  look  at  Madame  Mohr,  suddenly  lifted  from  off  her  mind, 
however, — he  looked  past  her  at  Again  and  again  her  laugh  rose 
her  daughter.  Would  Gretchen  up,  mingling  with  her  mother's 
break  down  ?  If  Ascelinde's  sub-  sobs.  She  laughed  as  only  the  very 
stantial  frame  were  so  shaken  by  young  and  the  very  inexperienced 
this  grief,  then  must  not  the  effect  can  laugh,  in  such  an  excess  of 
on  that  perishable  blossom  be  agony  and  enjoyment  that  the 
fatal  ?  And  he  was  then  her  mur-  sound  efihoed  far  along  the  lonely 
derer  ?  Oh,  terror  of  suspense  !  road,  and  the  deserted  house  stared 

Gretchen  did  break  down,  only  at   her    in    astonishment  over  its 

a  minute  later    than    her  mother,  rotten  enclosure  ;  for  it  was  many. 

She  too,  like  Ascelinde,  had  been  many  years  since  such  a  sound  of 

standing  in  the  carriage  ;  she  too  mirth     had     struck    against    the 

now  sank  down  and  threw  herself  crumbling  walls  of  Draskocs. 

back  on  the  seat,  and  she  too  drew  While  Ascelinde  still  wept  and 

out  her  handkerchief  and  convul-  Gretchen    still    laughed,    another 

si  vely  hid  her  face  behind  it.  sound  ^rolled   up    in    the  distance 

Dr  Koraers  was  just  calling  on  and  drowned  even  the  wailing  sobs. 

the  earth  to  open  and  swallow  him  The  rumbling  thunder  had  burst 

up,  when  he  checked    his  mental  into  a  loud  warning,  and  Vincenz, 

invocation  at  a  sound  which  struck  looking  round,  saw  that  the  great 

on  his  ear.  vault  overhead  had  grown  gloomy^ 

Oh,  joy  of  relief  !    Those  were  threatening   every  moment  to  let 
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loose  a  storm  of  rain.     The  over-  by  deep  silence.    The  solitary  duck 

burdened   clouds   hung    ready  to.  in  the  pond  was  the  only   thing 

break  without  further  warning.  which  seemed  to  speak  of  a  human 

It  was  necessary  to  find  shelter,  presence.     It  was  a  slender  piece 

and  there  was  no   shelter  but  this  of  evidence  ;  but  Gretchen  argued 

desolate  house  alongside.     The  ne-  that  where  there  was  a  duck,  there 

cessity  for  action    gave  back   to  must  also  be   somebody   who  in- 

Vincenz  his  lost  presence  of  mind,  tended  to  eat  that  duck. 

Ascelinde,  who  appeared  to  have  At  a  more  vigorous  blow  against 

wept   away   all    her    strength  for  the  wooden  gate  the  planks  creaked 

the  moment,  allowed  herself  pas-  and  trembled,  but    held  together 

sively  to  be  helped  out  of  the  car-  for  a  moment  longer  ;  at  the  next 

riage.  blow  they  gave  way,   and  two  of 

They  were  standing  close  in  front  them  fell  inwards,  but   not  far  in- 

of  what  seemed  to  be  a  gate  in  the  wards,  for  they  were  caught  against 

centre  of  the  plank  wall.     There  the  branches  of  the  bushes  within, 

was  no  handle,  no  keyhole,  no  bell-  It  was  now  possible  to  effect  an 

rope  visible,  no  smoke  issuing  from  entrance,  but  by  no  means  easy, 

the  chimney  of  the  house,  and  no  for  a  barrier  of  bushes  confronted 

step  or  movement  to  be  heard  in-  the  travellers,  or  rather  a  tangle 

side  the    pLanking.      A  few  loud  of  interlaced  branches,  inextricably ' 

raps  from  Dr  Komers's  stick  started  knit  together  and  crowding  up  to 

a  hollow  sound,  but  were  followed  the  very  walls  of  the  house. 

CHAPTBK  XXI. — JOSIKA's   GRAVE. 

"  Above  Uie  grmrea  of  buried  men 
The  gnaa  bath  leave  to  grow." 


The  three  intruders  paused  in  it  an  irresistible  melancholy  ;  for 
the  entrance,  struck  with  wonder  the  rose  season  was  past  its  height, 
at  the  singularity  of  the  scene,  and  on  all  sides  the  overblown 
The  walls  of  the  house  were  damp  roses  hung  ready  to  fall  at  a  touch, 
and  tottering,  and  stained  with  At  every  step  the  tangled  bushes 
streaks  of  mossy  green  ;  the  old  trembled,  and  shook  down  a  rain  of 
wooden  shutters  gaped  in'rotting  petals, — pink  petals,  grown  yellow 
feebleness  across  the  black  space  of  and  curling  at  the  edges.  But  those 
windows  within  ;  the  plank  enclo-  showers  which  fell  on  all  sides  scarce- 
sure  was  irregular  and  rough  ;  but  ly  reached  the  ground  ;  myriads  of 
for  all  that  the  spot  was  bewitch-  petals  were  caught  in  the  arms  of 
inglv  beautiful,  rich  with  the  green  branches  so  thickly  inter- 
wealth  of  fairy-like  ornaments  twined  that  the  rose-leaves  lay 
which  it  had  pleased  nature  to  there  in  bleached  and  faded  heaps, 
shower  upon  this  lonely  garden.  The  three  intruders   were  wading 

Never  in  the  heieht   of  its  best  ankle-deep  in  the    rose-leaves   of 

days,  such  as  Ascehnde   had  per-  years  past  ;   generations  of  rose- 

suaded  her  memory  to  remember  leaves,  heaped  up  in  every  stage  of 

it,  had   Drosk6cs  looked  as  beauti-  decay — the   highest   freshly  shed, 

f  ul  as  to  an  artist's   eye  it  would  the  lowest  crumbling  already  into 

have  seemed  now  in  its  downfall,  the  soft  brown  mould. 

And  yet  the  sight  brought  with  ,    No   oppressed   nation   breaking 
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into  rebellion  bad  ever  run  sucb  in  fraying  a  passage  to  tbe  bouse, 
riot  as  tbe  now  neglected  Drask6cs  Gretcben  following  close  on  bis 
roses,  wbose  office  it  bad  once  been  steps  ;  wbile  Ascelinde,  limp  and 
to  be  cooked  up  witb  sugar  and  mournful  brought  up  tbe  rear,  too 
made  into  jam.  Tbe  tyranny  of  deeply  dejected  to  defend  ber  trail- 
man  bad  ceased  for  tbem.  Liberty!  ing  garments  against  tbe  grasp  of 
was  tbe  cry  of  tbe  Drask6cs  roses  tbe  roses  wbich,  stretcbing  fortb 
now  ;  and  tbe  pink  roses  and  tbe  eager  fingers  on  eitber  8ide,greedily 
wbitp  roses,  meeting  across  tbe  stripped  off  tbe  cascade  des  larmea 
patb,  embraced  eacb  otber  witb  un-  and  sbed  tbem  profusely  on  tbe 
bridled  passion,  or  strangled  eacb  ground.  "  Tbere  are  still  tbe 
otber  witb  fierce  deligbt.  Tbey  rooms  inside,"  sbe  confided  in  a 
look  like  intoxicated  revellers,  too,  wbisper  to  her  daughter  ;  "  tbere 
those  pink  roses  witb  the  dark  are  still  tbe  rooms  and — and — tbe 
purple  fiusb  which  tbe  hot  sun  has  jewels." 

burnt   into  them:    no  longer  the  They  had  struggled  as  far  as  the 

shyly  blushing  buds  of   a  month  fir-trees,  and  Vmcenz    tried    the 

ago,  they  stare  bold  and  unveiled  door,  but  it  scarcely  moved  when 

into  tbe  face  of  the  sky,  wbile  tbe  be  shook  it,  and  not  a  sound  came 

white  ones  hang  their  heads,  wan  from  within.      The  whitewash  of 

and  pale,  like  beauties  after  a  long  the  walls,  no  longer  white,  fell  off 

night  of  bacchanalian  dissipation,  in  fiakes  and  crumbled  in  yellowish 

And  the  rebellious  fiowers  are  powder  on  to  the  beads  of  rose- 
not  content  witb  having  their  way  ousbes  alongside, 
down  here.  They  have  mounted  The  necessity  of  getting  under 
on  to  higher  ground  ;  tbey  have  shelter  bad  grown  more  urgent 
flung  themselves  on  every  available  than  ever.  Tbe  mass  of  lead- 
hold,  they  have  peeped  over  the  coloured  clouds  bad  gathered  to- 
wooden  barricade,  they  have  barred  getber  and  hardened  at  tbe  edges 
up  tbe  window  more  effectually  mto  thunderous  rims.  A  white 
than  tbe  falling  planks,  and  scaling  glare  flashed  out  over  tbe  country, 
tbe  walls  of  tbe  bouse,  tbey  have  bathing  eacb  rose-head  in  ghastly 
hung  up  their  red  flags  over  the  light,  and  sunk  down  and  flashed 
very  grave  of  tbe  tyrant.     Two  fir-  out  again. 

trees  stand  beside  the  door,  and  tbe  They  made  their  way  round  tbe 

eft  one  has  fallen  a  victim  already  bouse,  having  to  force  eacb  step  of 

to  tbe   strangling  roses  :  tbere  it  the  passage.     It  was  all  a  repeti- 

stands,  brown  and  dead,  where  a  tion  of  the  same  thing— dead  and 

glimpse  can  be  caught  between  tbe  dying  roses  on  all  sides.      At  the 

smothering  mass   of   flowers  ;  but  back,  however,  tbere  was  a  change, 

the    other    still    lives,   vigorously  Here    a    small    space     had    been 

pushing  a  glistening    dark-green  cleared,    and   a    plot    of     rudely 

arm  outward,  as  though  it  would  planted  vegetables  varied  tbe  mon- 

free  itself  from   the  certain  death  otony  of  tbe  scene.  Tbe  vegetables 

wbich  has   crept  upon   it  in  such  were   only  a    few  carrots    and   a 

beautiful    guise,   while  above    its  meagre  row  of  lettuce;    but  tbey 

bead  the  tnumphant  roses  float  at  supported   the     evidence    of    the 

a  giddy  heigb|;.  duck,  for  tbey  certainly  had  not 

By  dint  of  much  perseverance,  come  here  by  themselves.     On  tbe 

with  tbe   help  of  a  penknife,  and  damp  bed  there  was  the  mark  of 

very  much  at  the  expense  of  his  a  footprint.      Vincenz  stooped  to 

coat-8leeve8,Vincenz  had  succeeded  examine  it,  and  just  then  he  heard 
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Gretchen  exclaim,  "Oh,  look! —  A  stealthy  creak  of  wood  aroused 
What  is  this?  "  her;  and  scanning  the  brick-paved 

There  was  an  old  wooden  shed  open  passage  which  was  the  original 
behind  the  house,  and  she  was  of  Ascelinde's  '*  colonnade,"  they 
pushing  open  the  door.  Inside  all  became  aware  that  on  the  edge 
there  stood  a  half-starved  cow,  of  the  unclosed  door  a  skinny  hand 
with  its  head  turned  over  its  shoul-  was  resting,  and  that,  through  the 
der,  and  its  stupidly  patient  eyes  chink  thus  formed,  there  stared 
fixed  on  the  intruders,  while  it  out  at  them  a  strange  face,  weirdly 
slowly  whisked  its  tail.  human  in  its  outlines,  and  motion- 

The  sight  of  the  cow  threatened  less  in  its  position, 
to  make  Ascelinde  break  down  Dr  Komers  reached  the  door 
once  more.  Was  this  all  that  re-  just  in  time  to  see  it  closed  in  his 
mained  of  the  stabling  for  the  many  face;  but  one  wrench  of  his  arm 
horses  which  had  grown  so  prodig-  was  enough  to  tear  open  the  feeble 
iously  in  her  memory  ?  plank,  and  he  found   himself  con- 

"  I  beg  you  to  compose  yourself,"  fronted  straight  by  an  old  woman 
said  Vincenz  apprehensively.  in  a  dirty   orange-coloured   dress^ 

Ascelinde  struggled  with  her  and  with  a  dirty  lemon-coloured 
emotion,  gulped   down  her  tears,    face. 

and  held  out  her  hand  to  Dr  Ko-  She  was  the  strangest  old  wo- 
mers.  She  confessed,  in  a  shaking  man  that  Vincenz  had  ever  seen, 
voice  that  it  was  not  his  fault  if  Her  face  was  long,  lean,  and  with- 
Draskocs  had  come  down  to  this  ;  ered  ;  her  left  shoulder  was  several 
but — for  her  spirit  even  now  was  inches  higher  than  her  right  one  ; 
not  quite  crushed — could  he  not  her  orange-coloured  dress  had  to 
tell  her — she  remembered  now  that  go  up  a  hill  and  down  a  hill  again 
he  had  said  that  land  was  more  upon  her  deformed  back.  And 
valuable  than  houses — could  he  not  yet,  hideous  though  she  was,  there 
tell  her  how  much  land  there  was  yet  remained  something  to  say 
belonging  to  this  ?  "  that  she  had  once  been  handsome, 

There  was  exactly  this  c:arden  perhaps  even  beautiful.  Her  eyea 
and  one  field,  Dr  Komers  believed,  were  faultlessly  cut,  although  they 
and  he  communicated  his  belief,  were  the  eyes  of  a  woman  of  eighty 
briefly  but  delicately.  years;  and  the  nose,  now  as  sharp 

"  This  garden,  one  field,  and  a  as  the  beak  of  a  bird  of  prey,  must 
tumble-down  house,"  summed  up  have  been  a  perfect  aquiline  nose 
Gretchen  to  herself,  "  and  a  cow  sixty  years  ago.  In  spite  of  her 
and  a  duck."  This  was  the  inheri-  deformity,  she  moved  with  a  rapid- 
tance  to  be  divided  with  Kurt  ;  ity  which  was  almost  startling,  and 
this  was  the  fortune  which  she  had  whatever  her  shoulders  might  be, 
Bospected  Dr  Komers  of  coveting,  her  long  arms  were  anything  but 
Oh,  she  could  have  laughed  again,  the  arms  of  a  cripple.  The  old  wo- 
as  she  had  laughed  on  the  road  !  man  proved  to  be  stone  deaf,  shrill- 
She  an  heiress  !  An  heiress  to  voiced  and  bad- tempered,  and  Vin- 
what?  To  this  tottering  ruin  and  cenz  seeing  that  questions  were 
to  the  weeds  that  grew  around  it.  useless,  took  the  law  into  bis  own 
She  could  almost  have  resigned  hands,  and  proceeded  to  examine 
herself,  for  justice'  sake,  to  beg  Dr    the  hou^e. 

Komers's  pardon,  only  that  he  had  Ascelinde  had  suffered  much, 
interdicted  the  subject,  ^  and  she  but  there  were  still  fresh  disap- 
eould  not  find  courage  to  revive  it.    pointments  to  come  :  she  had  still 
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to  see  the  pillars  of  the  entrance-  "  Come  up,  quick,  quick  !  There 

hall  dwindle  down  to  rough  wood-  is  something — there  is  somebody 

en  props,  the  mosaic  pavement  of  here  ! " 

the  passage  to  irregularly  laid  red  In  the  next  instant  Dr  Komers 
bricks,  the  damasks  into  worthless,  was  by  her  side,  and  Gretohen^ 
moth-eaten  garments,  the  family  pointing  forwards,  whispered  be- 
mbies  to  a  paltry  string  of  gar-  neath  her  breath — 
nets.  At  every  step  through  the  "  What  is  it?  Is  he  alive?" 
shabby  rooms,  whose  windows  the  The  room  was  a  low  attic,  with 
broken  shutters  darkened,  and  a  sloping  ceiling  and  one  deep  set 
across  whose  rotten  floor  the  mice  skylight- window.  It  was  bare  of 
scampered  squeaking  before  them,  ornament,  and  almost  of  furniture. 
some  idol  of  Ascelinde's  was  over-  Ascelinde,  reaching  the  doorway^ 
thrown,  never  to  rise  again.  swept  her  eyes  round  and  felt  that 
Four  moderate-sized  rooms  occu-  everything  was  familiar,  even  the 
pied  the  whole  of  the  space  down  looking-glass  on  the  wall,  even  the 
here  :  an  insecure  wooden  stair-  crack  which  ran  across  it.  It 
case  led  up  to  some  higher  region,  made  her  feel  six  years  old  again  ; 
which  Vincenz  would  in  all  prob-  it  was  the  identical  crack  which, 
ability  have  left  unexplored,had  not  by  clambering  on  to  a  chair,  she 
the  yellow-faced  woman,  till  now  a  had  been  able  then  to  get  across 
passive  and  sullen  spectator,  sud-  her  nose  ;  and  now,  without  any 
denly  placed  herself  across  their  clambering,  the  same  crack  muti- 
passage,  and  adopted  an  attitude  lated  the  same  feature.  A  deep 
of  defence.  *  leather  arm-chair,  its  cover  hang- 
Since  she  was  so  anxious  to  ing  in  tatters,  stood  near  the  win- 
keep  them  from  that  staircase,  dow.  In  this  arm-chair  there  sat 
ar^ed  Gretchen,  it  stood  to  reason  a  motionless  figure,  the  profile  seen 
that  there  was  domethine  to  be  distinctly  against  the  light  of  the 
hidden  up  there  ;  and  while  Vin-  window  and  the  square  of  leaden 
cenz  began  to  expostulate  with  the  sky  behind. 

excited  woman,  Gretchen  slipped  Gretchen  might  well  ask  whetheri 

past  them  and  gained  the  landing  what  she  saw  were  alive  or  not ; 

above.  for  that  figure,  so  shrunken  and 

She  looked  round  her.      It  was  small,  was  scarcely  human  to  look 

Tery  dark  up  here,  but  she  could  at,  and  the    wide-open   eyes  were 

make  out  two  closed  doors.     She  glassy  and  fixed.  It  was  the  figure 

opened   the  first  :    a  whirl  of  dust  of  a  very,  very  old  man.     His  feet, 

blew  into  her  face  ;     there  were  dangling   helplessly    to  the   floor,. 

•pider-webs  spun    across  the  en-  seemed  to  have  withered   away  in 

trance.     It  was  nothing  more  than  the   loose   worsted   slippers  ;     his 

a  lumber-room,  with  a  few  broken  hands   showed   every  bone  ;    and 

chairs,  the  wreck   of  a  long-aban-  there  was  but  a  feeble  fringe  of 

doned  cradle,  and  a  heap  of  rags  on  white  hair  falling  under  the  edge 

the  ground.     She  put  her  hand  on  of  his  black  skull-cap.     And  while 

the  next  door.     This  was  the  door  they  still  stared  at  this  dismal  pic- 

of  her  mother's  old  nursery,  though  ture,  a  second  figure  stepped  into 

Gretchen  did  not  know  it.     It  did  the  frame.      The   orange-coloured 

not   open    quite  as  easily,   but  it  dress  of  the  old  woman  brushed 

yielded  at  last,  and  starting  back  past  them,  her  lemon  coloured  face 

m   wonder    and    amazement,   she  was  bent  over  the  old  man  in  the 

ealled  to  the  others  below.  chair. 
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Everything  is  a  matter  of  com-  blear  eyes  fell  straight  upon  the 

parison  in  this  world  :  the  woman  figure  of  the  girl  in  the  doorway, 

of  eighty  looked  positively  young,  Gretchen    had  come  forward  two 

thus   closely  brought   in   contrast  steps  ;  there  was  an  overblown  rose 

with  the  man's  petrified  features,  in  her  hand,  and  a  bunch  of  roses 

This  that  was  written  on  his  face  stuck  in  the  front  of  her  dead-black 

and  figure  was  not  to  be  expressed  dress — they  had  begun  to  fall  al- 

by  the    mere   words    "old  age";  ready — and  as  she  stood  there,  with 

the  woman    beside    him  was  old,  the  floating  petals  around  her,  it 

but  he  was  more  than  old.     Near  seemed  as  if  the  queen  of  the  rebel- 

the  ashy  tint  of  his  face,  the  streak  lious  roses  had  broken  in  here,  and 

of  angry  red  in  her  cheek  might  was  advancing  ready  to  brave  him 

almost   have    been    mistaken   for  to  his  face. 

freshness  ;    the  skin  which  in  her  Perhaps  the  old  man  had  seen 

had  hardened  into  parchment,  in  some  such  figure  long  ago,  for  after 

him    was    worn    away    almost  to  a  minute  a  voice,  famt  and  far  off, 

transparency.     Every   muscle  and  reached  the  listener's  ears, 

bone  appeared  to  have  shrivelled  "  Yes,  I  have  a  long  life  before 

from  the  mere  force  of  time  :    it  me — a  long  life  before  me." 

seemed  as   though   the   fibre  and  The  words  were  like  an  echo  of 

material    of    which    Nature    had  something  heard  before.      Surely 

fashioned  him  had  been  used  up  that  phrase  was  familiar ! 

long  ago,   and   he   had  sat  since  He  went  on  nodding,  with  his 

then  in  this  same   tattered  chair,  eyes  always  on  Gretchen,  mumbling 

forgotten  both  by  his  fellow-crea-  the  words  over  again  between  his 

tures  and  by  the  Angel  of  Death,  toothless  jaws.     He  did  not  seem 

breathing  on  from  day  to  day  in  a  to  hear  the   thunder-clap,    which 

state  of  existence  scarcely  worth  just  at  this  moment  shook  the  ceil- 

the  name  of  life.  mg  above  his  head,  and  made  the 

How    many    young    souls  had  window  rattle  in  its  socket, 

been  forced  to  take  wing  from  out  "They  shall  not  touch  you,  J68- 

of  their  vigorous  bodies  during  the  ika  !  "    cried  the  woman,  bending 

century  that  this  man  had  counted  over  him.     "  I  shall  take  care  they 

as  his  lifetime  !  Better  and  nobler  shall  not  touch  you." 

and  more  precious  lives  had  been  "  Did  you  hear  that  ?   She  calls 

cut  ofl^  short  without  mercy  :    the  him  Josika,"  said  Ascelinde,  in  a 

roses   outside   had   put   out   their  whisper  of  extreme  agitation.     "  I 

buds  and    shed    their   leaves  and  know  of  only  one  J68ika,  and  that 

beaten    against    the  window-pane  was  my  guardian.   Doctor  Komers, 

for  years,  wbile  this  old  man  had  is  this  my  guardian  ?  " 

sat  here  through  summer  and  win-  But  Dr  Komers  could  give  her 

ter,  through  bright  days  and  dull  no  information,  although  he  was 

days,  in  a  state  of  living  torpor  or  beginning  to  believe  that  this  was 

torpid  life,  forgotten  and  uncared  indeed   all   that   remained   of  As- 

for.  celinde's  guardian,    and  that  this 

The    movement    in    the    room  shrivelled  figure  in  the  chair  was  the 

seemed  to  have  roused  some  spark  man  who,  forty-three  years  ago,  had 

of  his  lingering  life;    or  perhaps  bowed  EleonoreDamianovics  out  of 

the  thunder-clap,  which  at  this  mo-  the  house,  and  walked  back  into  it, 

ment  shook  the  ceiling  above  his  rubbing  his  hands  as  he  laughed 

head,    had   awakened    him.       He  over  the  word  "  Justice."    He  had 

turned  his  head   slowly,    and  his  kept  his  word  ;  he  had  survived  the 
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end  of  the  lawsuit ;   but  his  long  reached  the    spot  ;    it  seized  the 

life  was  behind  him  now,  instead  rose-bushes  with  furious  strength, 

of  before  him,  and  must  be  gone  and    all   around  the    house   there 

from  him  soon.  And  the  deformed  was  a  rush  as  of  a  mighty  body 

woman  beside  him — could  this  be  of  water.        For   the    space  of  a 

the  handsome  housekeeper  o{  other  second  the  wind  held  its  breath, 

days  ?  She  was  the  only  creature  and  then  the  rush  burst  out  with 

who  cared  for  his  life  or  his  death ;  double  strength,  and  roared  round 

and  yet  he  seemed  to  have  forgot-  them  on  all    sides.      A   cloud  of 

ten  her  presence,  as  his  lack-lustre  dust  was  whirled  past  the  window, 

eyes  hung  on  the  girlish  figure  tha't  and  a  dense  shower  of  rose-leaves 

confronted   him.      Most  likely  he  was  carried  with  it,  high  up  in  the 

could  not  see  her  distinctly  ;  she  air. 

may  have  seemed  like  a  vision  of  Upon  Gretchen  a  fit  of  nervous 
something  unreal  to  his  failing  terror  had  descended.  It  had 
eyes — like  the  Angel  of  Death  grown  very  dark  in  the  room,  and 
come  at  last  to  end  this  loqg,  long,  the  first  heavy  drops  of  rain  fell 
and  useless  life.  But  death  could  like  blows  upon  the  window-pane, 
surely  not  come  in  so  fair  a  shape,  A  fancy  came  over  her  that  that 
with  hair  like  fretted  gold  and  whirling  wind  must  carry  with 
dewy  lips  softly  parted.  Hark  !  it  something  else,  something  be- 
Is  that  not  rather  the  Angel  of  yond  the  dust  and  rose-leaves 
Death  riding  on  the  blast  outside,  which  fiew  past  in  a  cloud.  Dust 
which  comes  with  sudden  tearing  and  flower-petals  seemed  too  pal- 
force  sweeping  right  over  the  plain?  try  a  prey  for  the  strength  of  that 
Is  not  that  his  trumpet  thunder-  mighty  hurricane. 
ing  across  the  sky  and  his  signal  In  the  glare  of  the  lightning 
flashing  straight  into  their  eyes,  in  she  saw  the  old  woman  bending 
a  sheet  of  blinding  light  ?  across  the  chair  ;  there  was  a  tear 

"  Yes — yes,  I  have  a  long  life  on  her  wrinkled  cheek.     Together 

before  me,"  muttered  J68ika  again  with  the  lightning  came  the  thun- 

— "  a  long  life  ; "  and  then  the  eyes  der,  making    the     house    tremble 

fixed  on  Gretchen   seemed  to  go  this  time  through    every  fibre  of 

out  like    the  flame   of    a    candle  its  mouldering  walls, 
burnt   down   to   the    socket,    and        But  though  they    waited   long, 

the  eyelids  closed.  the  old  man  in  the  chair  did  not 

The     blast,     tearing     onward,  open  his  eyes  again. 


CHAPTER  XXIL PRINCESS  TRYPHOSA. 

*'  Let  none  object  'my  lingering  way,— 
I  gain,  like  Fabias,  by  delay/* 

—Gat. 


When  the  travellers  again  reached 
the  peaceful  Hercules  valley,  they 
found  it  by  no  means  as  peaceful  as 
when  they  had  left  it  a  week  ago. 
Some  people  looked  scared,  others 
looked  anxious ;  door-bolts  and 
shatter-bars  were  being  examined, 
and  firearms  were  much  in  demand. 


Alarming  reports  had  been  start- 
ed, and  were  being  circulated  from 
mouth  to  mouth.  These  reports 
spoke  of  robber-bands  among  the 
hills.  It  was  asserted  that  dozens 
of  savage  men,  bent  upon  blood- 
shed and  pillage,  and  armed  with 
death-dealing  weapons, were  haunt- 
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ing  the  overhanging  crass.  Terri-  It  must  not  be  suppoBed,  in  spite 
fying  stories  were  told,  m  which  it  of  Gretchen's  burst  of  laughter  at 
was  positively  affirmed  that  mys-  the  gate  of  Drask6c8,  that  the  fail- 
terious  individuals,  mysteriously  u re  had  left  no  dejection  behind  it. 
muffled  up,  had  been  heard  at  dead  The  dream  had  been  cherished  too 
of  night  to  chant  mysterious  songs  long  and  tenderly  to  be  thus  yield- 
around  a  roaring  red  fire.  The  ed  up  without  a  pang.  In  this 
Hercules  valley,  now  at  the  height  very  account-book  there  stood  a 
of  its  season,  was  thrown  into  a  calculation  of  the  supposed  income 
panic  ;  and  the  rustic  police  set  which  she  had  assigned  to  the  im- 
up  guards  at  the  two  entrances  astnary  estate  ;  and  it  was  with  a 
by  which  the  place  might  be  sur-  bitter  sigh  that  she  now  drew  an 
prised.  ink-Iine  across  it.      There  was  no 

Every  day  some  new  version  denyingthat  her  chances  of  fortune- 
gained  favour  ;  and  on  the  day  of  making  were  narrowed  ;  and,  look- 
Madame  JViohr  and  her  daughter's  ing  at  her  situation  from  a  logical 
return,  the  newest  story  was  one  point  of  view,  the  upshot  of  her 
referring  to  the  rocky  mountain-  meditatit)ns  was  as  follows  : — 
face  which  rose  straight  behind  the  A  pretty  girl  without  money  has 
Cursalon,  At  the  height  of  some  got  one  chance  of  success,  in  life, 
hundred  feet  the  rock  was  split  by  — marriage.  I  am  a  pretty  girl 
a  narrow  gorge,  leading  to  the  very  without  money,  therefore  it  stands 
edge  of  the  sheer  precipice.  From  to  reason  that  marriage  is  my  one 
that  edge  a  man  could  look  down  chance  of  success.  Shall  I  throw 
straight  upon  the  Hercules  baths  it  away,  as  so  many  foolish  women 
at  his  feet ;  and  this  was  exactly  have  done,  for  the  sake  of  beauti- 
what  the  robbers  were  reported  f  ul  whiskers,  or  eloquent  eyes  ?  I 
to  have  been  seen  doing — laying  do  not  think  that  any  whiskers  or 
their  plans,  no  doubt  for  a  nightly  beard  that  ever  grew  would  look 
attack.  beautiful  in  a  garret,  and  even  the 

Ascelinde,  crushed  in  spirit  as  fire  of  eloquent  eyes  must  be  fed 
she  already  was,  and  now  met  by  with  something  more  substantial 
those  startling  tales,  took  to  her  than  sighs  and  poetry.  "No, 
bed  immediately  after  her  arrival,  thank  heavens  !  "  said  Gretchen, 
and  declared  her  intention  never  with  :i  devout  sigh — "  thank 
to  leave  it  again.  In  truth  it  still  heavens,  I  am  sensible  ; "  and  it 
remained  a  question  whether  a  never  struck  her,  as  she  said  it, 
serious  illness  would  not  be  the  re-  that  all  this  excess  of  sense  was  . 
suit  of  that  journey.  in   itself  a  folly,  greater   perhaps 

But  Gretchen  was  skeptical  than  many  outspoken  phases  of 
about  the  robbers  ;  she  declined  the  disease.  "  1  hank  heavens,  I 
to  accept  the  evi(lence  unsifted,  am  sensible.  People  can  say 
"  People  always  let  their  fancy  what  they  like,  but  it  is  ever  so 
run  away  with  them,"  she  con-  much  easit-r  to  be  happy  when  one 
temptuously  remarked  to  herself,  has  a  whole  dress  on,  instead  of  a 
as  on  the  day  after  their  return,  ragged  one,  and  ever  so  much 
she  was  noting  down  the  expenses  easier  to  be  virtuous  when  one  has 
of  the  Draskocs  expedition  in  the  eaten  roast  partridges  and  iced 
same  leather-bound  volume  in  pudding,  than  when  one  has  dined 
which  she  had  made  her  estimate  off  bread  and  cheese.  Oh  no,  I 
of  fortune  on  the  afternoon  of  have  no  liking  at  all  for  bread- 
Ash- Wednesday,  crusts;  bread  and-cheese  marriages 
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may  appear   attractive   to  bread-  ical  sea  ;  "  it  is  a  calculation  about 

ana-butter  Misses,  but  the  thing  my  fortune." 

will  not  suit  me.     No,"  concluded        "  But  my  dear  child " 

Gretchen,  with  an  almost  unneC'  "  Belita,"  said  Gretchen,  solemn- 

essary  decision,   as  she  drew  line  ly,  "I   have  got  anew  idea  about 

after  line  across  the  Dra8k6cs  cal-  my  fortune.     Shall  I  tell  you  how 

culation.  "  No,  I  am  afraid — that  is  I  mean  to  make  it  ?  " 

to  say,  I  think  that  I  have  only  one  "  What  other  idea  can  you  pos- 

chance  of  fortune  !  "  sibly  need  to  have  beyond  Baron 

As   she  reflected  thus,  her  eyes  Tolnay  ? — provided  you  are  lucky 

chanced  to  fall  on  the  page  which  enough  to  get  him." 

faced     the      imaginary     estimate.  "But    must    there  be  only    one 

There  was  a  list  written  there,  ^  way  ? "  retorted    Gretchen,    impa- 

sort  of  inventory  apparently  ;  she  tiently.     "  Why  should  I  not  make 

had  put  it  there  herself  not  many  my  fortune  in  my  own  way  ?" 

weeks  ago,  and  now  her  last  ink-  "  But   what  way   could  by  any 

stroke  was  arrested,  as  with  sud-  possibility,  be  better  than  the  one 

den  attention  she  scanned  the  op-  you  are  on  ? " 

posite  sheet.  "  I  will  tell  you,  Belita  ;  listen," 

She  read  it  over  and  over  again  said  Gretchen,  with  a  rfng  of  tri- 

carefully,  with  thoughtfully  puck-  umphant  superiority  ;  and  taking 

ered    brow,    and    at  last  she    ex-  up  her  account-book,  she  read  from 

claimed  aloud —  it  aloud  :  "  *  Thirty -eight  Turkish 

"  Yes,  I  have  another  chance  I "  gold-bags,   one  hundred  and  fifty 

And  leaving  her  last  ink-stroke  silver-bags,  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
incompleted,  Gretchen  plunged  Russian  roubles,  five  thousand  bejas 
heaiilong  into  a  sea — of  arith-  zirmilik,  three  golden  chalices,  sev- 
metical  figures,  in  which  she  was  enteen  golden  necklaces  and  golden 
still  disporting  herself  when,  an  ear-rings, — enough  to  fill  three  full- 
hour  later,  Belita  entered  the  grown  skulls.'  " 
room.  "Well,"    said    Belita,    a    little 

The  news  of  the  Drask6cs  fail-  startled,  "  who  does  all  this  belong 

ure  had    been    received  by  Belita  to?  Where  is  it  to  be  seen  ?  What 

last  night   with  a  certain  amount  does  it  mean  ?  " 

of  consternation,  but  without  any  "  It  is  the   brigand's   treasure," 

remorse.     Gretchen's  indignant  re-  was  the  imj)res8ive  answer, 

preaches  had  entirely  failed  in  their  "And    what  has  the    brigand's 

effect, — it  was  not  possible  to  quar-  treasure  to  do  with  you  ?  " 

rel  with  the  Contessa.     She  cheer-  "  Simply    that   I   mean   to   find 

fully  acknowledged  that  she  had  it." 

made     a     mistake,     and  cut     the  Belita  burst    into    a  long   and 

matter    short  by    remarking    that  hearty  laugh,  while  Gretchen,  her 

Dr  Komers  must,  after  all,  be   a  dignity  a  little  ruftled,  proceeded 

greater  fool   than    she   had  taken  to  expound  her  views.     The  list  in 

him  for.  the  account-book  had  been  written 

"  Are   those  the    bills   for  your  down  from  memory,  on  the  evening 

new    black    dresses  ? "    she  asked  after  her  meeting   with  the  Bohe- 

now,  throwing  a  glance  of  interest  mian.     About  so  interesting  a  sub- 

at  the  account-book.     "  If  it  is  a  ject   as  a  brigand's   treasure,    the 

dress-estimate,  I  will  help  you."  methodical     Gretchen    could    not 

"  No,"  answered  Gretchen,  com-  omit  to  make  a  note  at  the  time 

ing  to  the  surface  of  the  arithmet-  even  though  she  had  then  enter- 
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tained  no  serious  intentions   with  "But  I   intend   to  find    Gaura 

regard  to  it ;  it  was  only  now  that  Dractdui.'^'* 

slie  recognised  its  true  importance.  "  By  what  means  ?  " 

She  had  spent  an  hour  in  abstruse  "  By  means  of  the   Bohemian.'* 

calculation,   had  ascertained  what  "  But  since  the  devout  fool  will 

proportion  of  the  treasure  she  would  not  break  his  vow  ?  " 

have  to  relinquish  to  Government,  *'  He  need  not  break  his  vow  ;  I 

and  what  income,  at  a  given  rate  of  have  settled  all  my  plans." 

percentage,  she  could  derive  from  And  Gretchen's  plans  were  laid 

the  remainder.  with   a   truly   feminine   cunning  ; 

"The  ear-rings  can    be  melted  though    as   a  first    step    towards 

down,"  she  concluded;  "but   the  them  she  herself  would  require  to 

three   chalices  I   shall,    of  course,  cat  a  slice  of  that  most  distasteful 

return  to  churches."  of   all  dishes,   called  humble   pie. 

She  could  not  understand  what  She  had  no  more  liking  for  humble 

made   Belita    laugh.     "  Since   the  pie  than  for  bread-crusts  ;  but  she 

treasure  had  never  been  found,  it  hoped     that    the    unsavoury   dish 

stood    to    reason    that  it  must  be  might    this    time    be   more    than 

there  still  ;  and  it  only  required  an  an    entree  to  the  roast    partridges 

energetic  and  sensible  person,  un-  and  iced  pudding.     The  Bohemian 

hampered  by  superstition,  to  dis-  was  to  be  sought  out,  and  the  offer, 

cover  it.     She  was  a  sensible  and  once  so   coldly  rejected,   was  this 

energetic  person,    unhampered  by  time   to   be    graciously   accepted, 

superstition,  therefore  it  stood  to  Once  having  got  him  to  guide  her 

reason,"  <fcc.  among    the   mountains,    Gretchen 

"  Mv  dear  child,"  said  Belita  at  had  full  confidence  *  in  her  own 
last,  when  she  had,  with  some  difii-  skill  and  management  in  laying 
culty,  been  brought  to  understand  traps  for  the  innocent  man's  secret, 
that  Gretchen  was  not  joking,  "  I  and  causing  his  simple  mind  to  be- 
am afraid  that  the  air  of  the  Her-  tray  itself  unawares.  As  for  the 
cules  valley  does  not  agree  with  robbers,  she  settled  the  difficulty 
you.  These  waters  of  Hercules  by  not  believing  in  them ;  and  a 
seem  to  go  to  everybody's  head  but  couple  of  pistols  would,  in  any 
mine  ;  is  it  any  mythological  influ-  case,  be  protection  enough, 
ence,  I  wonder?  If  you  had  been  Belita  listened  with  a  dissatisfied 
at  school  here,  you  certainly  would  air. 

never  have  carried  off  the  prix  de  "  Your  interest   in   that  unpro- 

logique  nounceable  place  was  always  sas- 

It  was  a  mystery  to  the  Contessa  picious  to  me,  Margherita.     I  can- 

how  any  one,  holding  a  baron  in  the  not  understand  what  gave  you  the 

hand,  should  prefer  to  him  a  mys-  idea  of  this   most    extraordinary 

terious  treasure,   which    was    not  wild-goose  chase." 

even  in  the  bush,  but  rather  hid-  "  But  it  was  papa's  old  manu- 

den  among  millions  of  bushes  and,  script — I  wanted  him  to  finish  it, 

which  even  might  prove  not  to  be,  Ana  oh,  Belita  " — there  was  a  sud- 

and  never  to  have  been,  there  at  den  break  in  Gretchen's  voice,  her 

all.  lips  quivered  ominously. 

"How   on    earth  can  you   talk  *^ Mtsericardiaf ^ambinay isthere 

of  finding  the  brigand's  treasure,  anything  else  wrong  ?  " 

when   you  cannot  even  find  that  "  Will — will  papa  ever  be  well 

horrid   black  hole  where  you  tell  enough  to  finish  his  manuscript? 

me  it  is  buried?"  He  is  getting  well  so  slowly." 
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She  would  call  it  "  getting  well  "  ing  my  homard  ^crasi  SLt  Ostende, 

still,  even  though   the  first   sight  or   my   Eclipse  de   lime  bonnet  at 

of  his  face  this  morning  had  struck  Baden-Baden.      It  is  all  for  your 

her  with  a  chill  of  apprehension,  sake,  ungrateful  Margherita  !  " 

Yes,  there  was  a  change  here  too,  "  I   never  asked   you   to   stay," 

even   after  this   one  week  of  ab-  said  Gretchen,  completely  mysti- 

sence      Of  course  he  was  getting  fied. 

cured,  of  course  the  tutelary  god  "  But  you  might  thank  one  for 

of  the  valley  was  not  going  to  send  it.  •  Misericordia  !  What  trouble  I 

him  home  as  he  came — the  great  have  had  !    Keeping  my  eyes  open 

Hercules  had  surely  too  much  re-  from   morning   to   night,  and   not 

gard   for  his    own    reputation  to  even  leaving  myself  time   enough 

allow   of  such  a  thing,  but  other  to  write  the  most  pressing  letters 

people  had  got  cured  faster.     Ad-  to  my  couturi^re.^^ 

albert   had    been    outstripped    by  "  And  what  have  you  seen  while 

many  whose  case  had  at  first  sight  you  kept  your  eyes  open?"  with 

appeared  more  desperate.  an  uneasy  curiosity. 

"  He  had  his  forty-eighth  bath  "  Plenty,  my  dear, — too  much, 

to-day,"   said    Gretchen,    opening  Do  you  remember  my  telling  you 

another  page  of  her  acconnt-book  ;  that  Baron  Tolnay  was  not  caught 

"  and  I  had  calculated  that  after  yet  ?  " 

four  dozen  baths  he  would   leave  "  Yes,  I  remember." 

his   chair,  and    after  six  dozen  be  "  Well,  it  is  high  time  you  were 

able  to  walk  up  the  highest  moun-  back.     If  this  had  gone  on  for  an- 

lain  in  the  country."  other  week,  I   should    have   been 

"  So  he  will,  my  dear,"  burst  in  driven   by   the    considerations   of 

Belita,  speaking  with  all  the  more  friendship     to     flirt     with    Baron 

rattling  cheerfulness  that  she  felt  Tolnay   myself,  in   order   to   keep 

her  friend's  fears  to  be  well-found-  him  away  from  that — No  !  "  broke 

ed — "  so  he  will,  if  you  only  follow  off  the  Contessa  abruptly,  "  you 

my  advice.     Do  you  know  what  shall  find  it  out  without  me.     Be- 

would   be   better  for  him  than  a  sides,  ray   time  is   up,  I   have  an 

hundred  sulphur  baths  ?     Why,  to  appointment  at  home — some  Wal- 

see  his  daughter's  fortune  made,  of  lachian  embroidery,  which  Provi- 

course  ! "  dence   has  cast   in   my  path,  and 

'^  I  have  told  you  that  I  mean  which   forms  a  new   and  distinct 

to  make  it  in  ray  own  way,  Belita;  interest  in  life.     Do  you   dine  at 

I  will  not  be  dictated  to."  the  restaurant  to-day  ?  " 

"  Oho,  my  pretty   f ortune-hun-  "  Yes,"  said    Gretchen,   further 

ter  !  "  cried  the  Contessa,  "  we  are  mystified. 

very   fastidious  in   our  choice,  it  "  Well,  keep    your    eyes   open, 

seems ;    but  how  do    you    know  that  is  all :  there  is  a  rival  in  the 

that  there  is  any  choice  remain-  camp." 

ing  ? "  Belita     walked     to     the    door. 

"  I  don't  understand,"  said  Gret-  "  You  have  time  to  arm  for  battle," 

chen,  staring  at  her  friend.  she  observed,  turning  once  more. 

**  No  ;  and  you  don't  understand  "  Baron   Tolnay  is  at  Pesth  now, 

either  what  has  kept  me  languish-  seeing    after    some    international 

ing  on  in  this  rocky  fastness,  and  congress,  I  believe ;  and  perhaps, 

wasting  the  sweetness  of  Parisian  also  buying  unbreakable  glass  for 

toilettes  upon  the  more  than  desert  the     CursalonP      And    with  this 

air,  when  I  might  have  been  wear-  parting  shot,  the  Contessa  took  her 
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departure,  leaving  Gretchen  much  Patient  ?  "  and  of  which  the  verses 

perturbed.  ended  with  the  alternate  refrain — 

A  rival   in   the  camp!     What  -  Be  thou  my  Doctor  1" 

woman's    vanity    would    not    he  • 

roused  at  the  word  ?     What  ambi-  ^^^ 

tion  could  sleep  through  such  an  .<  ^  ^^^^        p^y^^t  1  „ 
alarm  ?    Gretchen  began  to  reflect 

that  the  brigand's  treasure  was  not  Whatever  might    be   the   opinion 

found   yet,  and  that  it  would   be  of  other  people,  there  was  no  doubt 

imprudent,  until  it  was  found,  to  that   Dr  Kokovics  still  continued 

go  without  some  second  string  to  to   think   himself   "  born  under  a 

the  bow  of  her  fortune.  rhyming  planet."     But  even    this 

The  dinner-hour  had  never  been  symptom  of  unabated  poetical  per- 

so   long   in   coming;  and   when   it  secution  had  come  to  be  a  part  of 

did   come,  there   was   nothing  at  normal  life;  and  Gretchen's  equan- 

first   sight   to    satisfy   Gretchen's  imity  was    scarcely   disturbed  by 

curiosity.  the  poet-doctor's  ardent  desire 

The    verandah    was    crowded  :  .  ^o  feel  that  Hly  pulse, 

knives  and  forks  and  women's  To  view  that  rose-leaf  tongue." 
tongues  contended  noisily  against 

each  other.  The  Hercules  fountain,  Nor  even,  though  in  the  words  of 

straight  oppo8ite,'tried   to   drown  the  bard — 

the    clatter    of    the    knives    and  .^hat  golden  head  should  throb 

forks    and    the   wagging    of    the  Or  ache  those  pearly  teeth," 
women  s  tongues  m  its  monotonous 

splash;  while  above,  on  his  ped-  was  it  likely  that  Dr  Kokovic's 
estal,  the  stone  Hercules,  leaning  services  should  be  called  into  re- 
on  his  stone  club,  looked  down  quisition.  Neither  did  Gretchen 
with  stony  indifference  on  the  feel  moved  by  the  second  appeal, 
doings  at  his  feet.  To  this  Her-  in  which  the  poet,  with  a  spas- 
cules,  who  remembered  Roman  modic  reversal  of  the  roles,  groan- 
warriors,  and  who  had  gazed  upon  ed  out  the  symptoms  of  his  malady, 
Roman  beauties,  the  black-coated  and  described  the  fever  with  which 
waiters   who   darted    in    and    out  he  thirsted  after 

of  the  verandah  must  have  seemed  ttoru        j-  •        «  xu        -i    i« 

Y    w*ic  Tc  «  v*»u  iui*ou  ia«T^  o^ciucu  t*  xhe  medicine  of  thy  smile  ! " 

mdeed    degenerate    specimens   of 

mankind.  Just  as  the  verse  had  been  dis- 

I'liere   were    only  two    vacant  posed  of,  there  was  a  new  arrival 

tables,  and  these  stood  next  each  on   the    verandah.      Heads    were 

other.     One  of  them  was  the  table  turned,   and   voices  for   one   mo- 

generally  assigned   to  the  Mohrs;  nient  fell  into  a  lower  key,  as  the 

the   other    was    almost   twice    as  landlord    in  person,   assisted  by  a 

large,  and  assigned  to  whom  Gret-  swarm   of   waiters,   began    to   set 

chen  did  not  know.  plates  and  chairs  aright.    Gretchen 

It  was  all  the  uninteresting  and  looked  up  just  in  time  to  see  the 
ordinary  routine,  except  indeed  vacant  table  alongside  of  them  be- 
that  out  of  Gretchen's  napkin  come  alive,  amidst  a  great  deal  of 
there  tumbled  a  more  than  usually  creaking  and  clattering,  and  nap- 
eloquent  and  more  than  usually  kins  being  obsequiously  waved, 
lengthy  specimen  of  Esculapian  and  French  and  Roumanian  being 
poetry,  headed  by  the  desperately  jumbled  up  together, 
interrogative  title  :     "  Doctor    or  The   hovering  cloud  of  waiters 
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dispersed  at  last,  leaving  Gretehen's  The  lines  of  her  figure,  as  far  as 

view  unobstructed.  could    be    judged  by    the   sweep 

At  first  sight  the  newly  arrived  of  shoulder,  were  full,  soft,  and 
family  appeared  to  be  bewildering-  rounded.  She  wore  a  rather  loose- 
ly large,  but  a  short  survey  resolved  fitting  dress  of  deep  purple  silk, 
it  into  the  following  elements  :  a  profusely  trimmed  and  of  a  costly 
dark  and  good-looking  man  of  ma-  texture,  but  of  a  colour  too  intense 
ture  age,  apparently  the  head  of  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
the  family  presided  at  the  table,  fashion  of  the  day,  which  had  some 
His  complexion  was  oriental,  but  time  since  decreed  that  the  sicklier 
his  manners  were  French.  Except  a  colour  was,  the  higher  it  was  to 
for*a  blood-red  fez,  his  attire  in  no-  be  prized.  Her  hair,  rolled  up 
ways  fell  short  of  the  highest  above  her  neck  and  disposed  in  an 
standard  of  European  elegance,  edifice  of  massive  coils  and  plaits, 
Alongside  of  him  sat  a  ponderous,  was  quite  black.  In  fact,  Gret- 
middle-aged  woman,  with  a  dark*  chen  thought  that  she  had  never 
shade  on  her  upper  lip,  and  a  sug-  known  what  really  black  hair  was 
gestion  of  past,  but  very  long  until  this  moment.  It  was  not 
past,  beauty  on  her  face.  Beside  that  purple  or  blue-black  hair  so 
her  was  placed  a  dark-eyed  girl,  much  sung  by  poets,  nor  that  silky 
ungainly  of  feature,  and  of  a  well-  black  which  shines  in  the  light,  but 
nigh  mahogany  complexion.  Next  it  was  simply  an  uncompromising, 
came*two  pale-faced,  sickly  boys  of  unvarnished  dead  black.  As  I 
twelve  and  fourteen,  with  a  starved  have  mentioned  the  word  varnish, 
and  timid  tutor  between  them.  I  may  as  well  add    that   this   wo- 

With  her  back  turned   straight  man's  hair  really  gave  the  impres- 

to wards   the    Mohrs'  table,   there  sion  of  black  paint  which  has  not 

sat    another   woman,    whose  face  been  varnished,    for  it  caught   no 

Gretchen  was  not  able  to  see.     At  glossy  retieclion  along  the  edge  of 

about  the   height  of  her  elbow   a  its  coils — it  was  all  shadow  and  no 

small  curly  black  head  moved  about  light. 

restlessly.  The  Jboy  four  or  five.  While  Gretchen  was  pursuing 
with  the  miniature  dagger  stuck  her  observations,  Kurt  was  making 
into  his  embroidered  waistband,  vain  efforts  to  secure  the  attentoin 
called  the  lady"raaman";  but  it  of  the  distracted  waitevs.  The 
was  the  Swiss  Win^ alongside  who  "barbarous  grandees,"  as  he  called 
tied  the  napkin  under  his  chin,  and  them,  absorbed  the  mental  as  well 
asi^isted  him  in  the  struggle  with  as  physical  powers  of  the  whole 
his  egg-shell.  Gretchen  could  not  establishment.  The  hovering  cloud 
even  catch  sight  of  the  passive  mo-  of  waiters  had  first  dispersed,  only 
ther's  profile  ;  she  was  a  very  pas-  to  return  armed  with  a  battery  of 
sive  mother,  there  could  be  no  boiled  eggs  ;  then,  after  hovering  a 
doubt  of  that.  Two  or  three  times  little  longer,  had  dispersed  a  second 
the  curly  head  turned  right  round,  time  and  reai)j)eared  a  second  time, 
and  Gretchen  found  herself  con-  bearing  several  melons  aloft.  The 
fronted  by  a  pair  of  very  black  whole  table  shone  with  juicy,  pale- 
eyes,  looking  out  of  a  small  glow-  red  slices,  while  the  blaek  vultures 
ing  face.  It  was  the  face  of  a  sin-  pounced  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
enlarly  pretty  boy,  and,  watching  egg-shells  and  cleared  them  away. 
It,  she  felt  her  curiosity  aroused,  all  but  one  Qgy:,^  which  only  n<^w 
The  son's  good  looks  seemed  to  was  being  slowly  cracked  under  the 
aagor  well  for  those  of  the  mother.  sj)oon  of  the  unseen  woman  whose 
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back-view  Gretchen  had  been  curi-  pHsbment.  But  never  mind,"  he 
ously  contemplating.  She  took  a  added  cheerfully,  "  I  shall  make 
long  time  to  eat  an  egg,  thought  Mr  Howard  replenish  my  case. 
Gretchen,  as  she  observed  the  de-  Since  1  have  not  asked  him  for 
liberate  way  in  which  the  shell  money,  it  is  at  least  fair  that  be 
was  being  attacked.  They  were  should  give  me  cigars." 
strange  people,  certainly  ;  it  could  "  Kurt,  do  stop  talking*  non- 
not  be  good  for  a  child  of  four  sense,"  said  Gretchen,  impatient- 
years  to  gorge  himself  with  melon,  ly,  while  with  her  eyes  she  still 
as  the  owner  of  the  curly  head  was  followed  the  movements  of  their 
doing.  Gretchen  began  to  wonder  neighbours.  As  she  spoke  her  at- 
what  would  follow  upon  the  melon,  tention  was  arrested  by  something 
A    large   soup-tureen    solved    the  unlooked  for. 

question.  What  had  come  before  Up  to  this  moment  the  black- 
had  only  been  a  slight  skirmishing,  haired*  woman  had  remained  so 
this  was  the  earnest  of  dinner  be-  fmmovable  in  her  position,  with  her 
ginning.  Under  the  claws  of  the  back  and  the  massive  coils  of  her 
vultures,  the  pyramid  of  melon-  hair  turned  so  steadily  towards  the 
rinds  vanished,  together  with  the  Mohrs'  table,  that  Gretchen  was 
last  lingering  egg-shell.  One  pale  positively  taken  by  surprise  to  see 
red  slice  remained  ;  it  was  on  the  her  now  slowly  turning  her  bead, 
plate  of  the  black  haired  young  She  had  demolished  her  fried 
woman.  At  this  rate  she  ate  her  trout  inch  by  inch,  until  there  re- 
way  on  steadily  through  the  long  mained  only  one  inch  to  be  dis- 
and  complicated  meal,  always  a  posed  of,  and  now  she  paused  in 
stage  or  two  behind  the  rest  of  the  the  act  of  carrying  the  last  morsel 
party.  When  they  were  eating  to  her  mouth,  and,  with  the  crisp 
fish  she  was  eating  soup  ;  when  brown  tail  held  delicately  between 
they  had  reached  the  national  the  fingers  of  her  right  hand,  she 
mamcUiga  (a  preparation  of  the  deliberately  turned  in  her  chair 
maize  grain,  and  first  cousin  to  the  and  faced  round  towards  the  neigh- 
Italian  ^/x^Ze^ito),  she  was  prepar-  bouring  table.  Her  hand  remained 
ing  to  dissect  the  fried  trout  on  poised  m  its  position,  and  the  loose 
her  plate.  silk  sleeve,  falling  back,  showed  a 

Mean\ihile  the  brother  and  sister  full  and  well-shaped  arm.     It  was 

had  ended  their  repast,  and  Kurt  an  expressive  arm,  but  it  was  not 

produced  an  elegant  cigar-case.  a    white    arm-— dark-skinned,  and 

"  I  wish  I  had  told  Tolnay  to  with  a  soft  shade  over  it  as  of  a 
bring  me  some  stronger  cigars  from  dusky  down.  The  hand  was  of  the 
Pesth,"  remarked  the  precocious  same  rich  hue,  and  the  well-cash- 
youth,  as  with  the  aid  of  the  medi-  ioned  fingers  held  the  fishy  tail 
cinal  stanzas  he  kindled  the  spark  with  great  firmness,  although  most 
in  his  "  Virginia."  delicately.     Gretchen  noticed  that 

"  I  am  very  glad  you  did  not,"  the  finger-tips  were  tinged  with  a 

said  Gretchen,  "  you  smoke  far  too  deeper  shade    of  yellpw.     It  was 

much    for    your    age.     I   wonder  only  later  that   this  yellow  shade 

where  vou   have   picked  up  those  was  explained  to  her  as  the  result 

expensive  habits  ! "  of  the  innumerable  cigarettes  which 

'^  At  school,"  said  Kurt,  with  a  the  Roumanian  lady  of  degree  fab- 

Eeculiar  twin|^le   of  his  eye.     ''  I  ricates  for  htr  own  use  and   with 

ave  learnt  a  great  deal  at  school ;  her  own  skilful  hands, 

smoking  is  not  my  only  accom-.  The  turning  of  the  stranger's 
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neck  was  gradual  :  having  reached  extravagant  habits,  or  of  the  vices 

the    desired  angle,    she  fixed  her  he  had  learnt  at  school,  or  a  ques- 

eves  first  upon  Kurt,  and  then  the  tion  as  to  the  quality  of  his  cigars, 

slow  gaze  moved  on  to  Gretchen's  could  have  awakened  any  interest 

face,   and   there  for    a    full    half  in  this  Roumanian  lady's  mind, 

minute  it  remnined  fixed.  For  a  full  half-minute  the  black 

Gretchen  had  seen  those  eyes  eyes  remained  fixed  upon  Gret- 
before.  They  had  haunted  her  chen's  face,  and  then,  as  slowly  as 
memory  from  the  moment  that  the  she  had  turned  round,  the  woman 
travelling  carriages  had  passed  each  turned  away  again,  and  the  hover- 
other  on  the  road,  until  the  picture  ing  morsel  of  trout  was  raised  to  her 
of  Draskocs  had  taken  all  other  lips  and  vanished  there  from  sight. 
pictures  from  her  mind.  But  "  Who  is  that  woman  ? "  Gret- 
seeing  them  again,  they  were  at  chen  asked  of  her  brother. 
once  familiar.  They  were  as  dark  Kurt  shrugged  his  shoulders. 
as  her  hair,  and,  like  the  hair,  they  "  Cannot  say,  really.  One  of  the 
seemed  to  want  light  a  little  ;  but  barbarous  grandees.  Have  not 
they  were  beautiful  eyes,  long-  learnt  to  particularise  them  yet." 
shaped,  we]l-cut,and  velvety-black.  "  But  she  is  beautiful !  " 
The  face  was  a  rather  full  oval,  "  I  rather  fancy  she  is,"  said 
with  a  low  forehead  and  straight  Kurt,  with  the  confidence  of  a  con- 
black  eyebrows, — almost  too  rich  noisseur.  "  I  always  told  you  that 
in  the  line  of  chin,  and  the  luxu-  it  would  take  very  little  to  make 
rious  sweep  of  the  full  red  lips,  one  of  those  Roumanian  women 
She  might  be  twenty-four,  or  per-  beautiful;  this  one  has  just  hit  it 
baps  twenty-five,thought  Gretchen,  off,  you  see." 
as  she  marked  the  deliberate  ease  Undoubtedly  she  had  hit  it  off, 
of  that  heavy  stare.  Her  gaze  was  reflected  Gretchen ;  and  all  the 
not  keen  or  penetrating,  but  it  was  way  home  she  thought  of  nothing 
very  persevering,  and  it  remained  but  the  beauty  of  that  face  and 
where  it  was  fixed  until  it  was  sat-  the  stare  of  those  black  eyes,  until 
isfied.  But  what  could  be  the  satis-  some  words  behind  her  roused  her 
faction  it  wanted  ?  This  fixed  gaze  from  her  reflection. 
bad  an  object.  After  eating  through  "  When  is  the  Baron  to  re- 
tbe  previous  half  of  her  dinner  with  turn?"  one  man  was  saying  to 
each  unmoved  stolidity,  it  ha<l  not  another. 

been  without  reason  that  she   now  "  On    Thursday,  I    hear.      She 
paused  and  turned  round  with  the  had  a  letter  from  him  this  morn- 
last  morsel  of  fried       ut  hovering  ing." 
before  her  lips.  "  Who  had  a  letter  ?  "  said   the 

Gretchen  went  over  quic  y     in  first  voice.     The  answer  was  given 

thought  the    phrases    which    had  in  a  low  tone,  but  Gretchen   just 

iust  been  said;  but  it  was  8<arcely  caught  it — 

likely  that  the  discussion  of  Kurt's  "  Princess  Tryphosa." 
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BY   THE  MARLPIT. 

"  Scilicet  et  tempaa  veniet.'* 

— VxBo.,  Owrg.  i.  488. 

Here  where  across  the  marl-pit's  lone  expanse 
The  light,  grey  green  and  golden,  shifts, 

I  sit  and  watch  the  midge's  myriad  dance, 
The  silent  eddying  swifts. 

A  trance  unutterable  holds  the  fen. 

No  ripple  stirs  the  sentinel  reeds. 
Save  haply  when  some  quick  harsh  water-hen 

Starts,  scattering  silver  beads. 

Such  tongueless  calm  were  surely  anodyne 
Potent  to  lull  a  world- worn  breast, 

Migrht  teach  an  evil  folk  that  seek  a  sign. 
Peace  from  their  plaintive  quest: 

Yet  when  I  sit  me  by  the  dark- pool's  edge, 
Strange  awe  I  feel,  and  shuddering. 

And  that  weird  water  gleaming  through  its  sedge 
Fawns  like  a  guilty  thing. 


Haply — for  fancy  loves  an  idle  guest 
Dark  feet,  long  since,  and  hands  that  burned, 

Hither  brought  the  fruit  of  an  accursed  caress, 
Cast  it  within,  and  turned. 

Or  lovers  wan — for  whom  no  prospect  glowed 

Of  double  life  and  glad,  to  come, 
To  whose  dim  eyes  each  morrow  only  :jhowed 

Anguish  and  starless  gloom — 

Came  to  this  spot  with  fingers  intertwined, 
And  either  drank  the  other's  breath, 

Then  with  the  purpose  of  a  single  mind 
Plunged  twain  to  seek  one  death. 

Some  golden  decades  back,  when  Love  was  Loye  ; 

Ere,  Mammon  flooding  all  the  land. 
That  old-world  passion  found,  faint  arkless  do^e. 

No  foothold  where  to  stand. 

Or  here,  when  night  was  shorn  of  moon  or  star, 

A  dark-eyed  poet,  bom  to  lisp 
Honey -sweet  melodies,  pursued  afar 

The  mad  Will-o'-the-wisp, 
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And  aa  he  bastened,  lo  I  bis  footstep  trips. 
And  ruining  from  tbe  marge  headlong. 

He  s&iik  to  darkness,  bearing  on  his  lips 
Foam  and  an  unhewn  aong. 

Such  fancies  take  the  dreamer  on  thy  brink, 
Mute  pool,  who  liolda't  thy  secrets  fast, 

And  art  an  un  in terpre table  link 
Twixt  present  boars  and  past  ; 

Whot^e  surface  mirrors  in  its  web  of  light 

To-day 'te  life  shifting  to  and  fro, 
Whoiie  lowest  fathoms  muffle  round  with  night 

Beriinants  of  long  ago. 

Yet — for  the  hidden  things  shall  be  revealed, 
Even  from  the  sea  dead  timbs  shall  start — 

A  time  may  come  when  this  sad  mere  shall  yield 
To  Nalui'e's  change  or  Art  ; 

Then  they  that  pass  shall  wear  a  penaive  smile, 

To  see  amid  dry  ooze  and  stones 
Perchance  an  axe-head,  or  perchauue  a  pile 

Of  unremembered  bones.  . 

L.  J.  a. 
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MALTA  AND  ITS  KNIGHTS. 


It  is  a  strange  irony  of  fate  cratic  authority  of  a  military  chief - 
which  has  made  the  English —  lain, tempered  by  democratic  equal- 
dubbed  by  the  first  Napoleon  a  ity  of  the  convent.  Yet,  after  all, 
nation  of  shopkeepers — the  heirs  it  is  to  the  scene  of  the  zenith  of 
of  the  haughty,  fastidious,  chivalric  their  glory  and  the  decay  of  their 
Hospitallers  ;  and,  stranger  still,  spirit,  that  the  English  student  of 
that  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  the  history  of  the  Knights  Hos- 
circumstances  which  led  to  this  pitallers  will  ever  turn  ;  so  that 
unlooked-for  result,  was  forged  by  they  are  in  our  minds,  as  in  popu- 
the  high-handed  enterprise  of  the  lar  parlance,  less  chevaliers  of 
great  Corsican  himself.  Never-  Jerusalem  or  of  Rhodes  than 
theless,  it  is  unquestionably  true  knights  of  Malta.  It  is  a  slight 
that  we  are  indebted  in  no  small  indication  of  this  substitution  of 
degree  to  the  religious  fanaticism  the  genius  loci  for  the  esprit  de 
which  tempered  the  stern  savagery  corps^  that  Greneral  Porter  in  his 
of  the  middle  ages  for  the  posses-  earlier  pages  appears  to  surrender 
sion  of  our  great  Mediterranean  a  point  which,  to  a  genuine  old 
arsenal.  The  history  of  the  Knights  miles  JIierosol]/mitanuSyWOu\dhskye 
of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  at  Jeru-  been  dearer  than  his  own  genealo- 
salem  is  the  history  of  one  of  our  gical  proofs,  describing  the  dedica- 
most  valuable  dependencies.  Many  tion  of  the  original  chef  lieu  of  the 
years  ago  General  Porter  contrib-  Order  at  Jerusalem  as  having  been 
uted  to  our  literature  the  best  to  St  John  the  Almoner,  against 
and  most  readable  summary  of  which  degradation  of  the  convent 
the  deeds  of  the  order  in  a  book  of  the  illustrious  Precursor  the 
of  which  he  has  now  published  an  learned  Paciaude,  in  the  work 
enlarged  and  revised  edition,  with,  which  he  dedicated  under  Grand 
we  may  hope,  a  prospect  of  a  wider  Master  Pinto  to  Pope  Benedict 
popularity  in  this  age  of  extend-  XIV.  (in  1775),  protests  in  lengthy 
ed  reading.  The  subject,  indeed,  and  energetic  sentences,  striving  to 
sparkles  with  many  facets  of  in-  show  that  it  was  a  fallacy,  hatched 
terest.  The  medical  man  finds  by  the  envy  of  the  Greeks.  Clearly, 
light  thrown  upon  the  early  his-  if  the  Almoner  appears  to  nine- 
tory  of  hospitals  ;  the  soldier  reads  teenth  century  acumen  the  proper 
witn' the  same  enthusiasm  which  patron  for  an  order  of  Hospital- 
Walter  Scott  gratefully  records  lers,  it  was  not  long  before  he  was 
in  reference  to  his  early  studies  altogether  disowned  by  the  frater- 
of  the  Abb6  Vertot,  the  ani-  nity,  and  the  Baptist  invested  with 
mated  narrative  of  the  sieges  of  the  tradition  of  their  earliest  con- 
Rhodes  and  Malta,  the  greatest  secration.  In  St.  John's  church  at 
leaguers  of  their  respective  epochs  ;  Valetta,  in  addition  to  the  famous 
and  the  politician  is  interested  in  gift  of  Bajazet,  the  hand  of  the 
a  constitution  alien  to  any  other  Baptist, — captured  by  the  Turks 
in  the  world's   history — the  auto-  at  Constantinople,  whither  it  had 
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been  conveyed  by  ConBtantine  Oriental  line,  cannot  resist  an  in- 
Porphyrogenitus,  after  be  had  quiry  as  to  tbe  builders  of  the 
bribed  a  deacon  to  steal  it  from  stately  city,  at  the  fOot  of  whose 
Antiocb,— other  relics  hardly  less  stapendoui^  ramparts  his  vessel  is 
sacred  were  deposited,  of  which  anchored;  while  politicians  and 
Paciaude  gives  representations,  ethnologists,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
The  grand  possession,  the  actual  respectivehobbies,  constantly  come 
minintrant  of  the  baptism  of  the  across  the  legends  of  the  soldier- 
Saviour,  in  a  case  richly  jewelled,  monks,  to  whose  halls,  docks,  and 
was  seized  by  Buonaparte,  who,  fortresses  we  have  succeeded.  A 
transferring  to  his  own  finger  the  few  words  on  the  former  topic,  the 
gem  which  sparkled  on  the  dead  city  of  Yaletta,  may  not  be  out  of 
hand,  desired  the  case  to  be  taken  place.  As  seen  from  the  deck  of  an 
on  board  the  Orient,  and  care-  eastward-bound  steamer,  it  is  the 
lessly  observed  to  Hompesch,  "You  modem  town  which  faces  the  an* 
may  keep  the  carrion,"  which  he  chorage — for  the  P.  and  O.  ships 
did,  and  handed  the  relic  over  to  ffo  into  the  Harsamusoetto  har- 
the  Emperor  Paul  at  St  Peters-  hour;  and  in  the  days  of  the  great 
burg,  where  it  still  shares  the  sie^,  the  ridge  of  hi^h  ground  on 
reverence  of  devout  visitants,  with  which  the  present  oitv,  built  by 
another  famous  relic  from  Malta —  the  contributions  t>f  all  Christen- 
the  icon  of  our  Lady  of  Philermos  dom  in  obedience  to  the  bull  of 
— to  which,  in  the  true  spirit  of  Pope  Pius  FV.,  stands,  was  a  rocky 
modern  ultramontanism,  the  Papal  peninsula  with  a  solitary  fort. at 
Order  of  St  John  seem  to  pay  the  extreme  end,  the  harbour's 
their  principal  regard,  to  the  mouth,  the  fort  being  named  St 
neglect  of  their  once,  venerated  Elmo  after  the  patron  of  mariners^ 
patron  saint.  — and  not  only  the  scene  of  incal- 
It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Or-  culable  bravery  and  self-sacrifice 
der  of  St  John  have  to  us  mainly  during  the  siege,  but  interesting  as 
a  national  interest  as  the  possess-  the  spot  to  which  Abercromby, 
ors  of  Malta.  Had  thev  settled  while  it  was  still  in  the  hands  of 
at  Genoa,  where  the  merchant  the  French,  with  a  prescience  of 
princes  were  most  anxious  to  at-  its  future,  desired  his  body  to  be 
tract  them — where,  indeed,  was  transported  when  he  fell  in  the 
established  one  of  the  most  flour-  hour  of  victory.  The  town  which 
ishing  commanderies,  and  where,  the  Turks  aimed  at  destroying 
in  a  ehapel  of  the  cathedral  from  stood  upon  the  two  central  prom- 
which  the  female  sex  (as  sisters  of  ontories  of  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Herodias's  daughter)  are  rigidly  ex-  "grand  harbour,"  flanked  by  the 
eluded,  you  may  see  the  Byzantine  French  creek  on  the  landward,  and 
casket  which  once  held  the  ashes  the  bav  below  the  Naval  Hospital 
of  the  Precursor;  or  had  they  re-  atBighi,  on  the  seaward  side;  while 
mat  tied  at  Syracuse,  where  they  re-  between  the  peninsulas  lies  the 
paired  for  a  while  after  the  taking  dockyard  creek,  at  that  time  con- 
of  Rhodes,  and  sculptured  Grand  taining  the  slips  on  which  the  galleys 
Master  d'Amboise's  arms  on  the  were  laid  up,  protected  by  a  strong 
wall  of  the  palazzo  now  used  as  a  chain  drawn  across  the  mouth  of 
museum, — few  would  have  cared  the  bay  between  the  castles  of  St 
about  them,  except  an  antiquarian  Angelo  and  St  Michael.  The 
or  two;  but  even  the  most  prosaic  Turks,  after  the  fall  of  St  Elmo, 
passenger  by  the  Peninsular  and  brought  their  fleet  into  the  Marsa- 
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musoetto  harbour,  and  drawing  Turkish  lines;  and  even  within  a 
someships  across  the  promontory  at  few  weeks  of  the  termination  of 
the  landward  end,  below  Floriana,  the  siege,  an  emissary,  sent  by  the 
launched  them  on  the  upper  bay  V  iceroy  of  Sicily  to  report  upon  the 
of  the  '^  grand  harbour,"  and  thus  state  of  affairs  m  Malta,  traversed 
completely  in  vested  the  two  strong-  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  be- 
holds of  the  Order  by  sea;  while  tween  dawn  and  sunrise,  with  a 
from  Corradino,  Zabbar,  Bighi,  small  escort,  and  without  a  chal- 
Ricasoli,  and  the  lower  St  Elmo,  lenge  from  a  sentinel  or  an  inter- 
they  raked  the  fortifications  from  ruption  from  a  patrol.  Indeed,  but 
the  land  by  a  nearly  complete  for  the  jealousies  which  sundered 
circle  of  balteries.  The  traveller,  the  councils  of  Christendom,  a 
viewing  the  scene  of  the  conflict  more  frightful  calamity  than  that 
from  the  height  above  (the  upper  which  actually  befell  the  besiegers,. 
Barracca),  and  reading  that  the  might  have  oeen  their  portion. 
Turkish  army  numbered  forty  The  Viceroy  of  Sicily,  hampered 
thousand,  might  well  wonder  that  by  the  prudent  and  grudging  in- 
they  did  not,  to  quote  Hushai  the  structions  of  his  master,  the  cold^ 
Archite  (2  Samuel  xvii.  13)  "  bring  calculating  Philip,  only  sent  as- 
ropcs  to  that  city  and  draw  it  into  sistance  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and 
the  water,  until'  there  be  not  one  then  to  the  least  extent  compatible 
small  stone  found  there."  And  so,  with  his  o'wn  credit  and  the  secu- 
indeed,  in  spite  of  the  most  heroic  rity  of  the  force  detached.  Again 
endurance  and  bravery  on  the  part  the  Turkish  generals  bv  land  and 
of  the  knights,  they  Vould  have  sea  blundered,  scuttled  to  their 
done,  but  for  the  ineradicable  ships,  squabbled,  and  desembarked 
sloth  and  indiscipline  of  an  oriental  their  army  to  receive  a  more  crush- 
force.  They  neglected  to  seize,  as  ing  defeat,  and  Malta  was  saved, 
they  could  at  first  readily  have  General  Porter's  account  of  this 
done,  Citta  Vecchia,  the  capital  protracted  conflict  is  one  of  the 
of  the  island,  a  few  miles  inland;  oest  examples  yet  afforded  of  the 
from  whence  a  small  garrison  con-  way  in  which  military  history 
Btantly  harassed  their  rear  by  un-  ou^ht  to  be  written.  Without 
expected  attacks,  one  of  which  at  technical  pedantry,  and  equally 
least  saved  the  besieged  by  creating  without  that  loose  exaggeration  of 
a  diversion  at  the  very  moment  word-painting  which  passes  muster 
when  their  storming-party  were  on  in  the  present  age  for  picturesque 
the  point  of  success,  having  planted  narrative,  he  sets  before  his  reader 
their  horsetail  standards  on  the  the  whole  detail  of  the  scene,  as 
summit  of  the  walls.  One  of  the  from  day  to  day  increasingly  dee- 
most  graphic  and  interesting,  aU  perate  efforts  of  attack  and  defence 
though  little  known,  narratives  of  were  made  by  either  side.  The 
the  events  of  the  great  siege,  was  gigantic  artillery  of  the  besiegers, 

Srinted  at  Perugia  in  1567,  by  F.  pounded    with   hu^e   missiles  the 

ohn  Anthony   Viperan,  who  had  friable  stone  of  which  the  ramparts 

served   in    the    garrison     of    the  were  composed  until  the  wall  waa 

capital.     His  chronicle  gives  us  to  reduced  to  a  mere  mound  of  cmm- 

understand    how    imperfectly,   in  bled  dust,  up   which  the  Turkish 

spite  of  the  cordon  of  troops  and  levies  were  driven  sword  in  hand 

batteries,   the  Moslem  blockaded  by  their  officers  and  janissaries,  to- 

the  town.     Reinforcements  found  be  hewn   down   in    heaps  by  the 

their  way  to  St  Angelo  through  the  well-armed    and  spirited   handful 
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of  defenders.     The  mines  and  the    question   of  Maltese  government. 
coantermines,  with  the  subterran-    The   rule  of  the   Grand   Masters, 
ean  combats  to  which  they  gave    ever  oppressive  to  the  natives,  in 
occasion — the   encounters   in     the    the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth 
water,    where    the    swimmers    of    century    had     become    positively 
Dragat  strove  to  break  the  chain    odious.      Instead     of     being     the 
which  barred  the  port,   or  to  de-    channel   through    which    a    large 
stroy  the  palisade  which  fenced  the    sum  of  foreign  money  was  distri- 
shore    of  Isolu    point — the  Greek    buted    through    the     island,     the 
fire  and  blazing  hoops  which  were    Order,    after   the    confiscation   of 
tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  combat-    their  European  property,  had  been 
ants, — all  are  placed  vividly  before    obliged  to  resort  to  all  manner  of 
us,  and  combine  to  make  a  picture    devices  to  exact  from  the  Maltese 
unequalled   in  the   annals  of  war.    the    means   of   maintaining    their 
We  cannot  refrain  from  expressing    various  public  establishments.     A 
a  hope  that   this  chapter  at  least    significant  indication  of  the  shifts 
may  find  a  place  in  the  collections    to    which  they   were  driven  may 
of  English    classics  now  so  much    be  seen  in  the  public  museum  at 
in  vogue  for  educational  purposes,    Valetta,    where  a  large  collection 
both  as  an  example  of  the  decay-    of  matrices  and  dies  for  coins  are 
ing  art  of  the  historical  chronicler,    preserved — all    belonging    to   the 
and  as  a  truthful  description  of  a    three  last  Grand  Masters  ;  who,  by 
great  event  in  the  world's  history,    issuing  new  silver  coins,  and  call- 
One  conspicuous  feature  of  this    ing  in  the  old,  debased  the  circu- 
memorable  struggle  is  the  attitude    lating  medium,  and  utilised  much 
of  the  native  population.     Arabs  as    of  the  plate  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
they   clearly  are  by   origin,  they    ernment,    the   Langues,    and    the 
did    not  then,    nor  do  they    now,    religious  foundations.     The  smoul- 
display  the  slightest  inclination  to    dering  discontent  was  fostered  in 
support  or  amalgamate  with  any    masonic  lodges,   just   as  the   late 
Mohammedan  race.     Their  Cathol-    intrigues   in   Egypt  caused   many 
icism  is  not  only  of  a  strict  type,    initiations   into    French  and   Ital- 
bat  seems  thoroughly  to  have  inter-    ian  Freemasonry  in  that  country. 
penetrated  their  national  character.    When  at  length  the  First  Consul 
A  recomendation  which  appeared    appeared    before    Valetta,    Hom- 
in  the  '  Times '  last  year,  tnat  the    pesch,   the   Grand   Master,   found 
fnlnregentlarmerieoi'Egjiti  might    himself  deserted  and  betrayed  :  as 
be  composed  of  Maltese,  is  a  ^ug-    his  apologist  justly  says,  De  Lisle 
getstion  which  may  very  possibly  be    Adam   lost  Rhodes  in   fair  fight, 
reverted  to  ;  for  it  is  founded  upon    but  Hompesch  lost  Malta  without 
their   peculiar   qualifications  as   a    the  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow 
race  with  an  Eastern  language  and    in  its  defence.     When  Napoleon 
Western  sympathies.    The  knights    entered  the  gigantic  lines,  ramparts 
also    gave  them  credit  for  being    and  ditches  Tie wn  by  the  labour  and 
good  soldiers  if  well  led, — a  char-    cemented  with  the  blood  of  thou- 
acter  which  General  Porter,  from    sands   of  Mohammedan   captives, 
personal  observation,  and  from  the    he  turned  to  his  lieutenant  with 
aonals  of  the  French   siege,  con-    the  remark,  "  It  was  well  we  had 
ciders  them   to  have  maintained,    somebody  to  hand  us  the  keys  of 
The  history  of  the  French  occupa-    such  a  stronghold."     He  is  reported 
tion  is  fall  of  interest,  and  thi'ows    to  have  contemplated  a  palace  at 
light  open  more  than  one  vexed    Bighi,  from  whence  he  should  rule 
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the  Eastern  and  Western  empires  eyes  upon  it  as  a  post  of  vantage, 
which  he  [intended  to  form  ;  but  and  do  their  best  to  intrigue  with 
fate  called  him  to  pursue  his  des-  every  discontented  party  there, 
tiny,  and  to  be  baffled  by  the  That  there  are  such,  is,  unfortun- 
^Mauntless  seaman,''  Sir  Sidney  ately,  not  to  be  denied;  although  the 
Smith,  on  the  spot  where  the  Order  natives  in  the  main  fully  recognise 
he  had  plundered  had  once  sue-  the  many  advantages  they  possess 
cumbed  to  the  Saracen.  A  con-  under  the  rule  of  Great  Britain, 
temporary  account  of  the  proceed-  and  appreciate  'the  ample  liberty 
ings  of  the  French  gives  a  strong  they  enjoy  in  religion  and  usages, 
idea  of  their  appetite  for  spoil :  But  the  labouring  population  are 
not  ^only  were  the  more  precious  too  numerous  for  the  i$oil  ;  and  in 
metals  confiscated  wherever  they  spite  of  the  most  untiring  industry, 
were  found,  but  even  statues  of  and  of  an  enterprise  which  com- 
bronze  were  haled  from  their  petes  in  the  vegetable  markets  of 
pedestals  and  taken  on  board  the  Europe  with  much  larger  and  more 
fleet.  Some  of  these  valuables  fertile  lands,  they  are  constantly 
were  retaken  by  the  English,  and  hovering  on  the  brink  of  famine, 
either  restored  to  the  island  or  to  which  a  season  of  drought,  or 
disposed  of  to  the  prize  agents  ;  but  an  invasion  of  refugees  from  some 
the  chief  part  were  sunk  in  Abou-  scene  of  disturbance  in  the  East, 
kir  Bay.  At  length  the  patriotic  may  at  any  moment  unexpectedly 
irritation  of  the  Maltese,  who  saw  consign  them.  Emigration  has 
too  late  how  grossly  they  had  been  been  suggested  as  a  remedy,  and 
deceived  by  intriguing  agitators,  is  so  far  resorted  to,  that  at  every 
came  to  a  climax  on  an  attempt  seaport  on  the  adjacent  coasts  of 
to  rifle  the  cathedral  at  Citta  Africa  and  Asia,  a  large  Maltese 
Vecchia,  and  an  outbreak  ensued,  population  is  engaged  in  those 
so  general  and  formidable  as  to  petty  industres  for  which  such 
confine  fthe  [French  to  the  forti-  places  supply  a  field  ;  but  they  all 
fications  at  Valetta,  where  the  cherish  an  idea  of  returning  to 
natives,  with  only  intermittent  as-  their  beloved  island  ;  and  too  f re- 
sistance from  England,  reinforced  quently  their  want  of  harmony 
by  some  Portuguese  ships  and  with  the  Mussulman  population 
Neapolitan  regiments,  blockaded  around  them  is  the  cause  at  any 
them  for  more  than  two  years,  political  crisis  of  their  suffering 
made  several  daring  attempts  to  outrage  or  expulsion.  Those  who 
Bui'prise  the  garrison,  and  finally  have  ever  visited  that  singular 
compelled  them  to  surrender.  By  subterranean  town,  the  Mander- 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens^  it  was  pro-  aggio  in  Valetta,  originally  scoop- 
posed  to  revive  the  Order  of  St  ed  out  to  form  a  dry  dock  in  the 
John  as  possessors  of  the  island  ;  time  of  the  knights,  and  now 
but  the  natives  strongly  opposed  crammed  with  alleys  to  which  the 
such  a  project,  and  in  1814  they  wynds  of  the  ^Cowgate  would  be 
succeeded  in  the  accomplishment  considered  spacious,  must  wonder 
of  their  wish  to  have  their  country  that  the  inhabitants  are  so  healthy 
handed  over  to  Great  Britain  as  and  contented.  It  was  this  pheno- 
one  of  her  dependencies.  menon,  by  the  by,  which  inspired 
At  that  time  the  chief  rival  of  one  of  Mr  Plimsoll's  most  charac- 
Great  Britain  as  a  claimant  of  teristic  effusions — a  pamphlet  in 
Malta  was  Russia.  It  is  now  which,  in  the  spirit  of  the  old 
Italy  and  France  who  cast  longing  popular  dictum     that    Tenterden 
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steeple  was  the  cause  of  Goodwin  ified    for  medicine  or  law,    bolb 

Sands,  he  promulgated   the  asser-  which  professions  are  terribly  over- 

tion  that  the  "  bread  tax  ^  or  im-  stocked  in  the  island.    They  feel 

port  duty  upon  corn  in  Malta  was  themselves  superior  to  mere  han- 

the   cause   of    these   underground  dicraft  and  to   trade,   even  were 

dwellings,   and  charged  upon  the  an  opening  to  present  itself;   and 

£nglish   Government   the   evil  of  they  simply  become  loafers  on  the 

thin  state  of  things.     This^s  a  fair  pavements   and   in    the    caj^  of 

specimen  of  the  mischievous  conse-  Valetta,  from  which,  after  a  while, 

quonce  of  hasty  and  ill-grounded  they  cannot  make  up  their  minds 

assumptions.      Tlie    corn-duty   in  to  tear  themselves,  even  when  of- 

Malta  is  one  of  the  oldest  taxes  in  fered   positions  in  the  service  of 

existence  there,  and  its  abolition  has  the   English   Government  abroad, 

often  boon  advocated  by  the  Eng-  Quite  recently  two  young  men  of 

lish  governors,  but  always  vetoed  considerable  promise  in  their  pro- 

by  the  representatives  of  the  people  fession   accepted  posts  under  the 

themselves ;  while  the  reason  which  English    Government    in    foreign 

induces  the  boatmen  and  porters  parts,  and  both,  before  the  period 

of  Valetta  to  herd  in  the  Mander-  for  starting  arrived,  threw  up  their 

*ggio  is  the  necessity  of    living  appointments, 

near  their  work,  obliging  them  to  If,  however,  it  became  the  cos* 

be  content  with  such  accommoda-  tom   for  their  social  superiors  to 

tion  as  can  be  found  in  a  walled  take  a  term   of    foreign   service, 

town   incapable  of  extension.     It  they  would  fall  into  the  same  habi- 

has  been  suggested    that  a  better  tnde,  and  gradually  be  brought  to 

remedy  than  emigration  would  be  look  forward  to  such  an  incident 

found  in  the  increase  of  the  Malt-  as  their  natural  career,  instead  of 

ese  contingent  of  the  British  army,  vegetating  in   a    confined    circle^ 

If,  instead  of  a  few  hundred  artil-  exposed    to    the    fascinations    of 

lerymen,we  had  a  strong  native  bri-  intriguing    emissaries    of    foreign 

gade  constantly  on  foreign  service  Powers,   or  restless    agitators    of 

in  our  tropical  stations,  we  should  patriotic    complexion.       Malta    is 

gain  by  the  superior  adaptation  of  peculiarly    liable    to   become   the 

the   men    to  conditions  which  are  refuge  of  certain  British  subjects, 

detrimental  to  the  health  of  Eng-  who,  having  "left  their  country  for 

lish  soldiers  ;  while  the  congestion  their  country's    good,"  endeavour 

of  the  labour-market  in  the  island  to  do  as  much  mischief  as  possible 

would   be   relieved,    and   the   sol-  in  their  Adullam,  and  employ  the 

diers  themselves  would  return  with  press   in   propounding  the  wildest 

habits  of  discipline  and   enlarged  theories  or  ventilating  the  pettiest 

views,  which    wouM  be  beneficial  grievances.       The      half -educated 

to  the  genernl  coniniunity.     This  youth   of   Malta  (for  what  educa- 

scheme    would    likewise  furnish  a  tion   is   complete   without  experi- 

mode  of  getting  at  a  class  who  are  ence  of  the  world?)  are  ready  vic- 

at    present  by  no  means  a  source  tims   of   this  style  of  adventurer, 

of  pride  or  strength  either  to  the  and  adopt  the  jargon  of  the  Con- 

loeal  or  imperial  Government — the  tinental  Liberal  as  the  symbol   of 

educated  young  men  of  the  middle  their  enlightenment.     One  of  their 

rank    of    life,    e<jnivalent    to   our  greatest  bugbears  is  the   increase 

clerks     and     shop-assistants.       Of  of  English  teaching  in  the  schools  ; 

these   a  large  number  every  year  a   movement   for   which   the   late 

leave   the   public  seminaries  qual-  Governor  and  his  administrators 
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showed  themselves  most  land  ably  deposited  in  oar  own  moseams  or 
anxious.  At  present  the  official  arsenals,  and  leave  the  people  of 
lan^ua^e,  where  English  is  not  Malta  to  do  very  much  as  they 
used,  18  not  Maltese  but  Ital-  list  with  the  great  bulk  of  the 
ian  ;  and  this  foreign  tongue  be-  archaeological  treasures  which  are 
comes,  with  a  certain  class,  a  shib-  still  in  their  original  home  :  a  very 
boleth  of  disaffection.  It  is  to  be  unsatisfactory  mode  of  discharging 
regretted,  also,  that  this  contract-  our  responsibility, 
ed  view  is  fostered  by  many  of  A  melancholy  spectacle  of  the 
the  clergy,  who,  with  gross  in-  little  regard  paid  to  literature 
gratitude,  forget  that  they  enjoy  is  to  be  seen  in  the  public  li- 
privileges  and  immunities  under  brary,  rich  in  valuable  works  be- 
English  rule  which  in  France  or  queathed  by  eminent  members  of 
Ital^  would  be  denied  them,  and  the  Order,  and  containing  like- 
persist  in  posing  as  the  represen-  wise  a  good  modem  collection 
tatives  of  a  true  Church,  offended  of  books  of  general  information, 
by  the  very  presence  of  heretical  for  which  an  annual  allowance  is 
interlopers.  It  is  much  to  be  made  from  the  Government  esti- 
hoped  that  the  Government  will  mates.  The  chairs  in  the  great 
steadily  persevere  in  the  introduc-  hall  are  occupied  by  urchins  of  ten 
tion  of  the  English  language,  in  or  twelve,  learning  their  lessons 
spite  both  of  open  opposition  and  from  dog's-eared  primers,  or  amus- 
covert  discouragement ;  as  there  ing  themselves  with  the  engrav- 
can  be  no  question  that  it  would  ings  in  illustrated  newspapers, 
not  only  strengthen  the  bond  with  while  adults  are  conspicuous  by 
Great  Britain,  but,  by  encouraging  their  absence.  You  are  in  search 
visits  to  this  country  on  the  part  of  some  book,  and  learn  that  it 
of  Maltese,  improve  the  standards  has  disappeared,  or  receive  it  in 
of  taste  and  intelligence  which  now  the  form  of  a  crumbling  heap  of 
prevail  among  the  latter.  dusty  leaves,  tied  together  with 
General  Porter's  book  does  not,  packthread,  and  honeycombed  by 
of  course,  deal  to  any  great  ex-  the  ravages  of  the  Anobium  per- 
tent  with  the  modern  condition  of  tinax  and  the  Acaris  eruditus,  to 
Malta,  or  even  with  its  antiqua-  say  nothing  of  other  varieties  of 
rian  aspect,  apart  from  the  period  the  insect  enemies  of  literature, 
of  the  rule  of  the  Grand  Masters  ;  which  were  described  in  an  article 
but  he  inferentially  adds  another  in  the  ^  Academy  '  about  two  years 
to  the  many  testimonies  of  the  ago.  Should  you  desire  to  see  the 
value  of  the  historical  treasures  museum  of  antiquities,  you  will  be 
for  which  England  has  made  her-  ushered  into  a  series  of  dusky 
self  responsible,  by  her  acceptance  closets  in  the  rear  of  the  building, 
of  the  position  once  occupied  by  where  the  objects,  some  of  them 
the  Order  of  St  John  in  Malta,  unique  and  priceless,  are  huddled 
That  these,  traditions  and  relics  together  without  arrangement  or 
are  in  some  danger  of  being  ne-  catalogue.  This  is  to  a  great  ex- 
glected  is  only  too  true.  At  home,  tent  the  result  of  the  foolish  parsi- 
although  a  spasmodic  interest  in  mony  of  the  English  Government, 
them  may  be  aroused  at  intervals  who  for  many  years  provided  a 
by  travellers  like  Lady  Brassey,  perfectly  inadequate  staff  of  cus- 
and  savants  like  Professor  Sayce,  todians  ;  but  it  is  now  in  no  small 
the  feeling  soon  subsides,  and  we  measure  the  vis  inertim  which  op- 
are  content  with  a  few  specimens,  poses  suggestions  of  improvement 
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made  by  the  committee  of  manage-  tegrity,  even  at  Bome  cost  to  the 
menty  even  when  originated  and  national  exchequer. 
supported  by  native  gentlemen  of  There  are  few  parts  of  the  world 
the  nigheet  onltnre  and  standing,  so  varied  in  antiquarian  interest 
The  most  practical  of  all  these  as  Malta.  The  gigantic  Phoenician 
proposals  was  to  procure  the  ser.  temples,  in  size,  number  and  state 
vices  of  one  of  the  higher  officials  of  preservation  unequalled  else- 
of  the  British  Museum  to  reorga.  where  ;  the  Roman  villas  and 
nise  the  whole  collection,  which  tombs  ;  the  early  Christian  crypts 
might  easily  be  done  in  the  hand-  and  catacombs  ;  the  fragments  of 
some  buildmg  where  it  is  at  pres-  the  work  of  Norman  builders  dur- 
ent  located,  were  the  best  use  ing  the  Sicilian  occupation  ;  and 
made  of  the  numerous  apartments  the  gorgeous  and  lavish  splendour 
at  the  disposal  of  the  (Govern-  in  carving,  painting,  tapestry,  and 
ment  ;  but  the  cry  of  the  Colonial  other  adornments  with  which  the 
Office  for  economy  knocked  the  knights  decorated  churches,  pal- 
scheme  on  the  head.  Sir  Penrose  aces,  and  even  hospitals,  alto- 
Jolyan,  in  fact,  with  the  best  in-  gether  make  up  a  panorama  of 
tentions,  did  the  island  a  serious  the  world's  architectural  progress 
injury  when  he  made  his  report  and  decline.  That  England  should 
apon  her  finances  ;  and  there  is  add  to  these  grand  features  is  per- 
no  doubt  that,  had  his  recommen-  haps  hardly  to  be  expected  ;  but 
dations  been  thoroughly  carried  we  may  hope  that  the  New  Zea- 
out,  irreparable  injury  would  have  lander  of  the  future,  on  his  way 
been  innioted  upon  many  of  those  to  view  the  ruins  of  London 
remains  of  historical  grandeur,  Bridge,  will  not  find  every  trace 
which  so  ancient  and  wealthy  a  of  the  Knights  of  Malta  obliterat- 
country  as  England  should  not  ed  in  their  ancient  stronghold  by 
hesitate   to  preserve  in   their  in-  British  utilitarianism. 


72  A  Quartette  of  Italian  Nbvelists,  [Jan. 


A  QUARTETTE  OF  ITALIAN  NOVELISTS. 

It  is   a    favourite  complaint  in  raconteur^  who  spins  forth  romaD- 

this   country,  a    complaint    which  ces    treating     of    the    prehistoric 

has  assumed  almost  the  shape  of  lake-dweller  and  the  gilded  youth 

an  axiom,  that   there  is  no   such  of   modern    Genoa,  the  Queen  of 

thing  as  a  modern  Italian   litera-  Sheba  and  Roman  drawing-rooms; 

ture";  and  since  for  some  years  past  to  Enrico  Castelnuovo,the  graceful 

the  study  of  that  liquid  language  writer  of  short    humorous    scenes 

has  grown  unfashionable,  fdr  rea-  from  everyday  life  ;    to  Capuana, 

sons'only  known  to  the  fickle  god-  the  unflinching,  powerful,  at  times 

dess  of  fashion,  no  contradictions  even  brutal  realist ;  to  De  Amicis, 

have  been  put  forth  against  a  die-  the  traveller,  the  laudator  of  mili- 

tum  that  is  both    narrow-minded  tary  life   and    the  virtues   of   the 

and  erroneous.     For  while  we  who  house    of    Savoy  ;      to    Rovetta, 

in  this  country  still  learn  the  lau-  whose    '  Mater    Dolorosa,'   a   tale 

guage  of  the  of  modern   life,  has  secured    him 

,, ,  ,             -r       n    '            »»  at,  one  bound  a  foremost   place  ; 

bdpaese  dove  il  si  suona,  ^  ^.^^^.j,^   j^^^^^^  ^j^,^   ^J  ^^^^ 

are  set  to  cut  our  linguistic  teeth  strong  studies  that  blend  modem 
upon  the  classics,  Petrarch,  Dante,  realism  with  bygone  romanticism; 
Ariosto  ;  or  are  supplied,  in  the  to  Caccianiga,  the  writer  of  tend- 
shape  of  lighter  literature,  with  the  ency  romances  that  protest  against 
equally  classic  romances  of  Man-  the  current  Radical  inclination  in 
zoni,  D'Azeglio,  Grossi, — there  has  Italian  politics;  to  D'Annunzio,  the 
arisen  with  the  unity  of  Italy,  and  hot-passioned  Neapolitan  ;  to  De 
the  new  hope,  power,  strength,  that  Zerbi,  to  Petrucelli  della  Gattina, 
legitimate  freedom  and  emancipa-  to  De  Renzis,  and  others  too  many 
tion  from  the  hateful  Austrian  to  enumerate.  Nor  must  we  for- 
yoke  has  given  to  the  Italians,  a  get  the  ladies  who  are  taking  so 
virile  and  vigorous  new  school  of  honourable  a  place  in  current  liter- 
writers,  poets,  dramatists,  ^critics,  ature,  where,  beside  the  two  of 
novelists,  whose  very  names  are  whom  we  shall  i^eak,  G.  Pieranto- 
unknown  in  our  country.  It  is  nio  Mancini,  Bruno  Sperani,  Emma 
therefore  high  time  that  we  revised  Perodi,  Ida  Baccini,  have  made 
our  views  ;  and  for  this  purpose  we  their  mark. 

propose  to  introduce  our  readers  The  reason  why   novel-writing, 

to  four  novelists,  who  are,  each  in  in    the  modern    sense,   has    been 

his  sphere,  the  leading  writers  of  later  to  blossom  in  Italy  than   in 

modern  Italy.  other   cultured    European   States, 

In  making  our  selection,  we  have  must  be  sought  in*  yet  one  other 

chiefly  sought  to  And  a  representa-  cau^e    beside    the    political,     and 

tive  of  every  school.      From  our  that   is,   the   nature   of   the   Ital- 

dealing  only  with  these  four  it  must  ian  written    language,  which  was 

by  no  means  be  inferred  that  mod-  not   that    spoken    of   the    people, 

em  Italy  does  not  own  other  writ-  and  was   therefore   ill  adapted  as 

ers  as  excellent  in  their  way.  Such  a  vehicle   in  which    to   convey   a 

a  supposition  would  do  great  injus-  record  of  their   doings.      It  is,  in- 

tice   to  authors   like    Barrili,    the  deed,  only  quite  recently,  with  the 

prolific,  the  easy,  amiable,  versatile  unity  of    Italy,   the    introduction 
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of  compulsory  education,  and  uni-  aselse where,  there  is  a  middle  path ; 
Tersal  military  service,  that  Ital*  and  that  if  the  diction  sanctioned 
ian — f .  e.y  Tuscan — is  being  learned  b^  the  Crusca,  with  its  academic 
and  spoken  throughout  the  penin-  niceties,  wanted  flexibility,  and 
snla.  Until  then  each '  province,  made  the  language  one  which  it 
almost  each  town,  had  its  own  dia-  was  hard  for  a  novelist  to  handle 
lect,  which  in  some  cases  so  nearly  and  mould  to  his  requirements, 
assun^ed  the  proportions  of  a  Ian-  the  laxity  and  liberties  they  per- 
guage  that  the  speaker  of  Zanese  mit  themselves  with  the  ancient 
— that  is  to  say,  Genoese,  with  and  classic  tongue  of  the  penin- 
its  Arab  and  Spanish  affinities —  snla  are  yet  more  to  be  depre- 
would  not  understand  the  speaker  cated,  and  will,  unless  a  proper 
of,  say,  Sardinian,  the  nearest  siir-  check  is  imposed,  end  in  effacing 
yival  to  ancient  Latin  yet  spoken  some  of  its  finest  characteristics. 
on  the  globe.  To  this  da^  it  is  It  was  Manzoni,  himself  a  Lom- 
only  in  Tuscany  that  Italian  is  bard,  who  among  modems,  first 
the  common  speech.  For  the  ben-  used  the  Tuscan  'language  in 
efit  of  the  stranger  or  visitor  from  which  to  clothe  his  romance  ;  and 
other  parts  of  Italy,  the  inmates  to  this  circumstance,  as  much  as 
of  a  pity  will  speak  Italian  ;  but  to  its  excellence,  the  sensation  it 
it  often  comes  with  difficulty  from  created,  the  fame  it  preserves,  is 
their  lips,  and  when  left  alone  due.  Its  publication  marks  an 
thev  relapse  into  their  familiar  epoch.  The  spoken  language  was 
native  dialect.  The  final  disap-  here  first  employed  in  written  form; 
pearance  of  this  peculiarity  is  of  it  was  demonstrated,  and  interest- 
course  a  mere  question  of  time,  ingly,  attractively  demonstrated, 
probably  of  but  one  generation,  that  printed  language  need  not 
Still  the  novelist  has  had  to  reckon  necessarily  walk  upon  stilts,  a  form 
with  this  factor,  and  has  been  of  pro^ssion  peculiarly  ill  adapted 
hampered  by  it.  If  not  bom  a  to  fiction  that  deals  with  men  and 
Tuscan,  he  often  himself  com-  women  as  they  live  and  move  in 
manded  the  Italian  language  with  daily  life,  not  men  and  women  pow- 
difficulty  ;  and  hence  has  arisen  a  dered,  painted,  and  "  made  up  "  for 
certain  stiffness  and  angularity jof  masquerading, 
style  peculiarly  fatal  when  it  ap-  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  pressing 
pears  in  fictitious  literature,  whose  reality  of  political  events  that 
mechanism,  so  to  speak,  should  recalled  the  Italian  writers  from 
above  all  run  smoothly  and  im-  the  arena  of  past  ages  to  the 
perceptibly.  A  leading  Italian  events  of  our  own  day  ;  and 
author  told  a  friend  of  ours  that  for  some  time  they  were  more 
to  this  day  he  never  ventures  to  anxious  to  arouse  high-souled  and 
write  a  page  without  turning  to  his  patriotic  sentiments  than  to  write 
•  Fanfani '  (the  Italian  Stormonth)  for  the  sake  of  pure  literature.  As 
to  see  if  he  may  use  a  word  or  not.  the  political  horizon  lightened,  the 
Now  Fanfani,  no  doubt,  is  some-  novelists  found  themselves  uncer- 
what  of  a  purist,  and  the  very  tain  whither  to  turn  for  example, 
newest  contemporarv  writers  of  and  whence  to  choose  their  themes. 
Italy  refer  to  him  tut  little,  to  Some  looked  to  France  for  models, 
judge  from  the  Gallicisms  and  ne-  others  to  England,  some  to  both  ; 
ologisms  they  permit  themselves,  and  among  those  who  did  the  latter 
On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  was  Salvatore  Farina,  at  this  day 
well  if  they  remembered  that  here,  unhesitatingly  pronounced  the  head 
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of  living  Italian  novelists — a  writer  artistic  life  and  my  domestic  life 
who  may  be  regarded  as  a  lineal  de-  fuse  themselves  one  with  another." 
scendant  in  Apollo  from  Manzoni,  Born  at  Sorso  (January  10, 1846), 
and  who  has  bridged  the  cleft  in  Sardinia,  he  was  educated  for  the 
Hwixt  the  old  school  and  the  new.  law.  On  attaining  his  degree  he  mar- 
Farina  does  not  do  homage  to  any  ried.  "  Before  marrying,"  he  says, 
of  the  fashionable  tendencies  ;  he  is  *'  I  was  no  artist,  I  only  dreamed  of 
neither  a  realist  nor  a  sensational-  art.  Scarcely  married,  however,  I 
ist;  he  does  not  desire  to  be  cramped  went  to  Milan,  *  cut '  my  law  t>ook8 
by  the  limits  of  any  school.  His  to  dedicate  myself  to  literature,  or 
sphere  of  observation  is  the  quiet  rather  to  become  a  novelist.  Per- 
uneventful  life  of  average  mortals:  haps  my  sole  merit  consists  in  this, 
no  impossible  heroes  and  heroines  that  I  only  desired  to  be  a  novelist 
his  ;  no  sensations,  no  startling  ad-  and  a  father,  nothing  more."  This 
ventures  or  complication8,are  found  marriage,  with  a  widow  some  years 
in  his  dramas.  Everyday  life  is  his  senior,  brought  the  sunshine  of 
the  material  with  which  he  rears  domestic  happiness  into  the  young 
his  edifices — the  home,  the  family,  man's  life,  ere  ever  he  could  have 
his  domain.  Humdrum  some  would  suffered  from  Its  lack,  and  thus 
perhaps  disdainfully  call  the  sur-  prevented  him  from  unworthy 
roundmgs  in  which  he  loves  to  squandering  of  his  freshest"^ feel- 
move,  and  wherein  he  is  at  his  ings.  His  wife,  who  was  to  him, 
best  ;  but  from  these  humdrum  in  his  own  words,  "  itispiratrice^ 
materials  he  extracts  poetry,  and  friend,  sister,  mother,  all,"  was 
it  is  the  very  charm  of  his  works  taken  from  him  two  years  ago,  and 
that  he  thus  appeals  to  all  man-  since  her  death  Farina's  pen  has 
kind  ;  for  when  everything  is  said  been  idle.  He  will  resume  it,  no 
anddone,  most  of  our  lives  are  hum-  doubt,  but  we  should  not  be  sur- 
drum,  and  the  grande  passion^  the  prised  if  he  entered  a  new  groove, 
terrible  incidents  beloved  of  the  It  is  not  sorrow  and  sickness  only 
romantic  school  of  novelists  are  so  that  keeps  him  silent  just  now,  it 
rare  as  to  be  false  to  real  life.  That  is  also  perplexity  at  the  direction 
Farina  makes  us  see  the  poetical  literature  has  quite  recently  taken 
side  of  everyday  existence  is  his  in  Italy.  Jn  a  letter  on  this  theme 
^rand  merit,  his  talent.  Quiet  he  writes  to  us  : — 
domestic  love,  the   material  that  ..a.    j     xi.                        .i. 

makes  up  our  daily  life,  whose  ex-  J  Jt^^y J^^J^^nTn^f^n'^nl^ 

K     ..        J       .'  ter  of  an  hour  of  sensuous  sensation  in 

pression  in  literature  is  as  new  as  ^ll  art,  and  literature  gives  the  tone.  It 

It  is  difficult,  is  his  best  mspira-  will  pass,  let  us  hope,  for  the  sake  <rf 

tion  ;    the  'painting  of  a  love  so  all  those  who  besides  colour  see  form, 

different  from  that  sung  by  Dante  who  besides  sensuous  sensation  enjoy 

and   Petrarch,   so   different   from  sentiment,  who  adore  beautiful  truth 

that  wild  motiveless  infatuation  of  5?ore  than   truths    crude  and  rude. 

the  French  romanticists,  or  of  our  ^J!^^J\T^J'a'^^''   conqu^   of 

T3,     ,.  V  13         I .          u     1  t:^    •     >  modem  art,  and  it  is  well :    but  wo 

English  Broughton  school  Farina's  ^^^^  ^^^   interpret   this   conception 

literary  and  individual  physiogno-  alia  diavola,  as  it  is  done  to-day  in 

my  must  be  studied  in  his  domestic  order  to  deny  salvation  to  so  many 

novels,  where    author  and  writer  good  and  lovely  things  that  have  the 

will  be  found  identical.  The  reason  sole  defect  of  not  being  within  the 

for  this  can  be  discovered  in  the  ^^^^  ^}  <^^«    comprehension  of  the 

very  simple  course  of  his  own  ex-  ^^*^*''' 

istence.      He  himself  says — "  My  .      His  artistic    Credo,  he  says  is, 
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**  I  baye  seen  the  ugly,  and  am  yet  found  his  own  groove,  and  was 

enamoured  of  the  beautiful."    His  attempting  to  walk  in  those  trace 

tolerant  scepticism,  or  a  melancholy  by  the  French  Bohemian  school — 

temperament,   and  not  optimism,  grooves  totally  unsuited  to  his  na- 

is,  according  to  himself,  the  cause  ture  and  mode  of  regarding  life. 

of  his  disinclination  to  search  the  Stories    dealing   with   illicit   love, 

soul  of  the  wicked.     Wickedness  with  shipwrecked  happiness  owing 

has  no   attraction  for  him,  and  he  to  the  fascinations  of  those  sirens 

flees   from  it   even  in   his  books,  rarely  found  outside  the  covers  of 

Nor  do  the   bad  seem   to  him  as  a  book,  ill  sui^ted  his   genius;  and 

artistic  as  the  good,  and  still  less  Farina  well  understood  the  limits 

so  than  the  weak.  of  his  capacities  when   he   ceased 

^,  -     _x  .  ,  . ,  .1.       ,, ,  depicting   such    wretched   person- 

..rnH^'Slnrf^^^;J?n»?'^:  ages  38  t^astelli  the  widower,  and 

•* and  this  because  a  person  must  live  a'  ah.         •  ^u  u     J 

with  me  for  months  and  months,  so  to  ^^P^^^  Albruzzi  the  enchantress. 

speak,  day  and  night,   before  I  can  The  only  character  that  has  a  true 

take  him  for  a  type  of  a  novel.    .    .    .  ring  is  that  of  Letitia,  the  injured 

I  admit  that  in  the  balance  of  hu-  wife,  a  noble,  congenial  figure. 
manity  wickedness  may  perhaps  pre-        In  *  Tesoro  di  Donnina  '  (1873), 

ponderate ;  but  never  mind,  the  good  Farina  strikes    his   own    keynote, 

M  there  too,  and  IS  jurt  as  true  as  the  and  proves   that   the  glad   rather 

bad,  and  artistically  its  equal.    And  .t      ^^.^        u  ji        -a         c  \ •« 

the^  is  something  even  better,  and  ^^/°  ^^\  ^^^^V   «3^««  ,^/  ^"™*^ 

that  is  to  seek  the  good  in  this  bad;  "'®  *re  best  suited  to  his  pencil. 

and  that  is  my  favourite  occupation,  to  Here  we  find  the  encomium  of  pure 

go  in  quest  of  a  human  soul."  family  life  that  distinguishes  him, 

-wr     I.  ^  J        1        1     ^  the  hiffh    ethical     standard     that 

We  have  quoted  so  largely  from  „^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  i^^     ^  ^     ^3. 

the  wnter  8  own    words   because,  guniing  a  didactic  garb      The  book 

with  the  sure  self-criticism  of  the  earned  for  Farina  the  title  of  an 

true  artist,  he  has  better  and  more  j^jj^^  Dickens,  one  of  those  un- 

saccmctly  than  we  could,  sketched  fortunate   designations  that   cling 

the  amiable  personality  of  himself  ^^  ^  man,  and  are  so  apt  to  mis- 

and  his  works.     Equally  just  is  his  ,^^^      Not  but  what  the  name  in 

iwuiiw  of  his  books.  i^^lf  jg   honourable:    but   it   is   a 

**I   b^^n  my  career/*  (1869),  he  cheap   form   of   criticism    to   call 

says,    *'  with  a  very  mc^diocre  novel,  every  humorist  a  Dickens,  and  in 

*Due  Amori,'  followed  by  one  that  the   case   of   these   two    men    the 

was  not  worth  more,  *Un  Segreto.'  nature  of  the  humour  is  most  di- 

[Of  these  he  has  never  permitted  a  ^^rse.     It   only   has  this  common 

wpnnt.]    Then  followed  a  romance,  ground  that  in  both  cases  it  springs 

in  which,  aooordiDg  to  my  opinion,  ?  ^  u      .  .u  /i 

and  also  according  to  the  opinion  of  from  a  large  warm  heart  that  loves 

the  critics,  there  was  a  warm  descrip-  its  fellow-men;  but  while  Dickens 

tion  of  the  human  heart,  '  II  Romanzo  dwells  on  the  darker,  sterner  side 

d*an  Yedovo.*    But  my  first  true  sue-  of  humanity,  or  falls  into  carica- 

cess  was  achieved  by  *  II  Tesoro  di  ture  when  he  deals  with  the  simple- 

Donnina,'  and  this  was  followed  by  natured  good,  the   Italian    skims 

"^^^  "71^^  r*^  ever-increasing  ^    ^^^^       „^^^^ ,.   ,,^,    ^„^  . 

security  of  touch."  ^^j,y^  ^^^^   ^.^^  ^^^  .^^^^^^  f^^^^^^ 

The  fact  was,  that  these  earliest  sense  of  beauty  and  form  avoids 

stories    were    written    in  Farina^s  contrasts  that  are  too  sharp,  faults 


first  style — a  style  he  happily  soon    of   taste  that   spring   from   those 
abandoned.      The   artist    had  not  •  roistering  animal  spirits   that  are 
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peculiar  to  a  Northerner.  In  the  that,  from  sheer  rflMflB?/vrem€n^,  she 
same  manner  that  reflection  in  an  may  yield.  Things  \are  at  this 
Italian  does  not  extinguish  7inivete  point  when  Leonardo,  whose  eye- 
or  sink  into  melancholy,  so  humour  sight  has  suffered  from  the  begin- 
does  not  degenerate  into  horse-play  ning,  suddenly  returns  home  stone- 
or  exaggeration.  The  nature  of  blind.  Ernesta  at  once  remembers 
Farina's  humour  is  subtle  and  deli-  her  duties;  she  tends  him  with 
cate.  lie  can  be  ironical,  too,  hut  wifely  devotion;  and  during  his 
his  irony  is  never  scathing.  The  long  illness  and  ultimate  recovery 
background  of*Tesoro  di  Donni-  of  sight,  love,  nearly  extinct  in 
na '  is  certainly  somewhat  sombre,  her  breast,  scarcely  awakened  in 
for  the  scene  of  action  is  a  lunatic  his,  comes  to  full  bloom  and  bios- 
asylum,  and  it  is  here  the  hero  som.  With  regained  vision,  Leo- 
and  heroine  meet  and  seal  their  nardo  takes  a  new  view  of  life 
loves.  The  stvle  is  still  a  little  and  its  duties;  and  we  know  that 
stiff  ;  there  are  crudities  of  expres-  henceforth  they  will  be  a  happy 
sion,  and  too  many  minor  incidents  couple.  Very  delicately  is  tne 
to  be  artistically  complete.  history  of  this  revival  of  love  nn- 
But  in  '  Amore  Bendato '  the  fin-  rolled  before  our  eyes  :  her  mere 
ished  artist  steps  forth.  It  is  a  submission  to  duty  in  the  first 
charming  story,  reflecting  all  the  instance,  then  her  gradual  dis- 
author's  deepest  qualities — a  verj*-  covery  that  existence  has  now  a 
masterpiece  of  heart-analysis.  It  purpose — she  must  be  his  eyes^ 
treats  of  a  young  couple  that  can-  his  support,  his  world — then  the 
not  find  the  right  domestic  groove,  joy  that  the  discovery  gives  her, — 
Leonardo  has  married  because  it  all  this  before  an  operation  has  re- 
is  the  proper  thing  for  a  wealthy  stored  the  hope  of  renewed  vision, 
man,  and  he  likes  his  little  wife  On  his  part,  there  is  a  timidity 
well  enough,  but  he  cannot  for  her  towards  his  fair  young  wife, — a 
sake  renounce  all  his  easy  bachelor  sense  of  undeservedness  of  her 
ways,  his  clubs,  his  meetings  with  favours,  a  fear  lest  his  new  sense 
male  friends.  Ernesta,  who  has  of  leaning  upon  her,  his  desire  to 
a  deeper  nature,  longs  to  be  more  have  her  about  him,  be  merely 
to  him  than  a  toy,  and  fails  to  an  expression  of  his  egotism  that 
find  contentment  in  her  empty  now  needs  such  a  devoted  nurse, 
luxurious  house.  They  separate:  Subtly  and  skilfully  Agenore  is 
he  travels,  she  stays  at  home,  and  made  to  act  the  part  of  Cupid's 
a  would-be  comforter  soon  turns  agent  both  on  husband  and  wife  ; 
up  in  the  form  of  the  family  doc-  and  with  delicious  irony  he  is 
tor,  Leonardo's  friend.  Here  would  happily  released  out  of  the  crook- 
be  the  moment  for  the  ordinary  ed  position  into  which  he  has  put 
French  or  Italian  novelist  to  in-  himself,  by  a  betrothal,  thanks  to 
troduce  an  incident  after  'the  Ernesta's  feminine  wiles,  to  one 
vulgar  hackneyed  .type.  Not  so  ofhercousins  who  has  long  sighed 
with  Farina.  Ernesta  listens  with  after  the  doctor  as  a  spouse.  Er- 
indifferent  curiosity  to  Agenore's  nesta  chooses  to  pretend  that  all 
materialistic  and  easy-going  views  his  wooing  of  her  has  been  vicari- 
of  existence;  and  though  he  has  ous,  and  so  the  whole  concludes 
laid  a  careful  plan  of  battle  to  merrily  and  without  an  inharmoni- 
entrap  the  love-thirsting  woman,  ous  note.  The  book  is  delicate  in 
she  in  no  wise  plays  into  his  idea  and  treatment,  and  is  a  gem 
hands,    though     there    is    danger  of   the  Jfirst  water.      It   was  fol* 
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lowed  by  four  short  stories  col-  who,  in  his  turn,  is  so  absorbed  in 
lected  in  a  volume,  of  which  *  La  music,  that  at  first  he  knows  noth- 
Famiglia  del  Signer  Onorato '  gives  ing  of  his  feelings. 
a  picture  of  family  happiness,  We  must  not  linger  over  these 
though  the  happiness  here  is  one  shorter  tales,  and  can  only  mention 
whose  poetic  charm  lies  in  resigna-  "  II  Signer  lo,"  a  masterly  sketch, 
tion.  A  brother  and  sister  make  showing  how  egotism  must  be  van- 
to  themselves  a  family  that  has  quished  ere  true  happiness  can 
uot  come  to  them  in  the  ordinary  be  found  ;  '*Un  Tiranno  ai  bagni 
way,  by  the  care  of  orphaned  chil-  di  Mare,"  and  "  Delia  Spuma  del 
dren .  "  Fante  di  Picche  "  shows  us  Mare,'  a  story  of  artistic  life — three 
a  light-natured  lad,  whom  a  true  touching,  graceful,  airy  sketches, 
love  saves  from  gambling  destruc-  which,  under  a  light  surface,  cover 
tion.  It  is  a  delicate  psycho-  the  very  depths  of  the  human 
logical  humoresque,  containing  heart,  though  the  hero  of  the  latter 
Bome  delicious  figures,  such  as  is  no  one  more  mighty  than  ^'  the 
Uncle  Martin,  the  youth's  guard-  celebrated  Bartolomeo  Profumo," 
ian  and  preserver.  "  Una  sepa-  who  deems  himself  an  artist,  be- 
razione  di  letto  e  di  mensa  "  is  a  cause  many  a  time  at  the  Scala  in 
tenderly  treated  psychological  pro-  Milan  he  has  played  the  part  of 
blem, — an  old  couple  of  fifty-five  first  wave  in  the  representation  of 
years'  standing,  who  have  shared  an  agitated  sea.  Though,  with 
joy  and  sorrow  together,  and  yet  one  exception.  Farina  is  at  his 
often  fall  out  so  seriously  that  happiest  in  these  shorter  tales,  we 
they  vow  to  separate.  Of  course  must  speak  of  his  longer  and 
they  are  always  reconciled  again,  more  ambitious  works.  Of  these, 
— at  last  by  a  young  couple,  who  *  Capelli  Biondi ,  belongs  to  the 
thus  find  their  own  happiness  ;  vicious  French  school,  and  requires 
and  in  the  end,  when  she  dies,  he  no  comment ;  but  in  *Ora  Nas- 
cannot  outlive  his  grief,  and  a  few  costo,'  a  transcript  from  middle- 
hours  after  they  find  him  dead,  class  Italian  life,  he  is  upon  his 
with  a  smile  on  his  face  that  own  ground.  The  story  in  itself 
seemed  to  say,  *^  Even  death  has  is  nothing,  the  working  out  of  the 
not  been  able  to  separate  us."  Fa-  characters  is  everything,  and  gives 
rina  is  never  happier  than  in  these  Farina's  brain  and  tender  heart  full 
little  gejire  pictures,  taken  from  play  to  develop  all  their  gentle- 
oommon  life,  which  by  his  amiable  ness.  His  genial  humour  would 
humour,  his  inclination  to  look  at  almost  run  not  in  this  novel  if  the 
the  bright  side,  his  rich  faith  in  Southerner's  fine  native  taste  did 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  good,  he  not  hold  it  in  check.  In  '  Amore 
lifts  into  an  ideal  sphere.  Sketched  ha  cent'occhi,'  the  author's  longest 
with  a  light  hand,  and  full  of  work,  there  is  the  same  love  for 
happy  touches,  is  also  the  hu-  humanity,  the  same  sympathetic 
moresque  "  Fra  le  corde  d'un  Con-  desire  to  bring  to  light  the  hidden 
trabasso,"  a  character-study  of  the  gold  that  is  buried,  often  deeply 
various  manifestations  of  the  great  buried,  in  every  human  breast, 
passion,  to  which  we  must  all  sue-  The  scene  in  this  case  is  laid  in 
oumb,  as  it  shows  itself  in  the  love  Farina's  native  isle,  and  gives  him 
of  a  father  and  two  sons,  one  a  opportunity  to  paint  customs  that 
^own  man,  the  other  a  cub,  to  a  strike  us  as  quite  Homeric  in  their 
bewitching  young  ^irl,  who  has  naive  simplicity.  But  taken  as  a 
lost  her  heart   to   the   elder  son,  whole,  the  work  fails   artistically  ; 


78                       A  Quartette  of  Italian  NbvelUU.  [Jan. 

it  is  somewhat  disjointed — now  too  heart,  and  its  very  simplicity  and 
prolix,  now  too  concise.  everyday  theme  lend  it  a  typical 
In  truth,  Farina,  when  he  ven-  character.  We  regret  that  exigen- 
tures  on  longer  works,  is  not  at  his  cies  of  space  prevent  us  from  quot- 
best.  His  scaffolding  is  indifferent-  ing  a  few  scenes  from  this  work,. 
ly  constructed  and  proportioned,  which,  we  fear,  can  never  be  trans- 
works  (i  longue  haleine  seem  ill-suit-  lated  into  English, — for  one  reason^ 
ed  to  his  genius.  And  this  reproach,  because  its  naivey  innocent,  child- 
curiously  enough,  touches  most  of  like  outspokenness — an  outspoken- 
the  modern  Italian  writers,  who  ness  characteristically  Italian,  that 
are  excellent  in  short  sketches  and  thinks  and  means  no  harm — is  f  or- 
tales.  Perhaps  the  reason  lies  in  eign  to  our  mode  of  thought,  and 
the  fact  th&t  fetnlleton  literature  is  would  be  misinterpreted  here  ;  and 
chiefly  required  from  them,  and  for  another,  because  its  charm  of 
hence  they  have  learnt  to  tell  tales,  language — suave,  caressing,  musi- 
as  it  were  by  lightning,  but  under-  cal,  at  times  almost  rythmical — 
stand  less  well  the  art  of  slowly  would  entirely  evaporate  m  trans- 
developing  their  characters  and  lation  into  our  incognate  speech, 
situations.  In  little  literary  ^enre  Idealist  and  Puritan,  so  some 
pictures  of  daily  life  they  are  cer-  of  his  critics  sum  up  Farina,  and 
tainly  ^at  this  moment  without  especially  those  who  contrast  him 
rivals  ;  and  we  in  England  could  with  his  great  Sicilian  contem- 
learn  much  from  them,  for  with  porary,  Verga,  a  naturalist  of  the 
us  short  tales  are  not  our  strong  first  water,  though  of  the  purest 
point.  Farina's  masterpiece,  *  Mio  type,^one  who  does  not  grovel  in 
Figlio,'  though  a  long  work,  is  in  dirt  for  dirt's  own  sake,  but  who- 
reality  a  cycle  of  novelettes,  all  puts  down  accurately  what  he  sees 
dealing  with  the  same  family,  but  before  him.  His  eyes  wear  no 
each  sketch  complete  in  itself,  spectacles,  either  rose-coloured  or 
Farina  has  never  surpassed  this  .black.  He  is  an  artist  who  ha» 
book,  and  it  seems  to  us  unlikely  struck  out  his  own  paths  in  lieo 
that  he  will  do  so.  Ail  the  best  of  ^walking  in  those  of  others, 
elements  of  his  amiable  muse  are  But  we  must  hasten  at  onoe  to 
united  here  —  his  light-hearted  say  that  there  are  two  Vereaa,  the 
philosophy,  his  wholesome  emotion,  one  as  conventional  and  trivial  as 
his  fine  observation.  It  is  a  prose  the  other  is  'original  and  racy, — 
poem  of  family  life,  an  epic  of  the  one  who  seeks  his  themes  in  the 
home  joys  and  loves,  a  series  of  higher  social  classes,  with  whoiA 
tableaux  vivants  taken  au  vif  from  he  has  clearlv  no  sympathies,  and 
the  domestic  hearth.  In  a  series  whom  he  only  seems  to  know  from 
of  nine  sketches  the  lawyer  Placide,  the  corrupt  and  artificial  side ;  the 
in  whom  we  may  reco^ise  manv  other,  the  Sicilian,  who  knows  in- 
little  traits  of  resemblance  witn  timately,  loves  well,  his'  compatriot 
the  author,  relates  the  history  of  peasants,  the  fishermen  that  ply 
his  son,  from  before  his  birtn  to  their  fprecarious  trade  upon  its 
{lis  marriage.  Each  story  contains  classic  shores.  Verga's  society 
a  finished  picture  of  a  particular  novels  have  no  specifically  Italian 
stage  of  family  life,  and  as  a  whole  character  ;  They  deal  with  those 
they  enclose  the  entire  compass  of  stock-in-trade  novelistio  puppets 
an  ordinary  human  life  reflected  in  that  might  live  in  any  land  or 
the  fortunes  of  one  family.  Written  clime  ;  and  though  here  and  there 
from  the  heart,  it  appeals  to  the  the  master-hand  is  felt,  they  do 
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not  as  a  whole  rise  above  the  of  the  weak  and  miserable  far 
average ;  and  had  not  the  Sioil.  more  usefully  wh^n  he  moves 
ian  author  awoke,  we  doubt  if  the  away  from  perfumed  boudoirs  and 
world  in  general  would  ever  have  their  wearisomely  same  and  colour- 
cared  to  hear  of  Yerga.  We  will  at  less  inmates,  and  takes  us  instead 
once  dismiss  these  novels,  to  leave  to  the  field  and  mountains  of  the 
ourselves  space  for  the  more  worthy  South,  striking  at  once  the  natu- 
emanations  of  his  genius.  They  ral  note  here  lacking.  And  where 
are  named  respectively  *  Eros,'  could  a  writer  find  more  hidden 
*  Eva,'  *  Tigre  Reale,'  *  II  Marito  treasures  than  amid  the  many  pro- 
di  Elena,'  stories  of  ballet-dancers,  vinces  of  Italy,  in  which,  from 
forsaken  or  faithless  wives,  untrue  political  divisions,  speech  and  cus- 
or  deceived  husbands.  In  a  fine  toms  have  developed  independent- 
preface  to  *  Eva,'  Verga  appears  ly  ?  A  rich  harvest  lies  here  waiting 
to  anticipate  the  objections  that  to  be  gleaned,  and  it  is  the  merit 
will  come  from  serious  critics.  of  modern  Italian  writers,  and  at 

their  head  Giovanni  Verga,  that 
'*Do  not,"  he  writes,  *»  condemn  they  have  recognised  this,  and  are 
the  art  that  is  the  manifestation  of  i^  gathering  their  treasures, 
your  tastes.  The  enamoured  Greeks  Vefira  as  contrasted  with  Farina 
left  us  the  statue  of  Venus  ;  we  shaU  .  ^  ^^^?^l  *®  contrastea  wiin  j?  anna, 
leave  the  lithographed  cancan  on  our  ^^  «»  ob]ective  rather  than  a  sub- 
match-boxes.  Do  not  let  us  even  dis-  jective  writer.  In  every  page  of 
cuss  about  proportion :  art  then  was'  the  Sardinian's  works  we  recog- 
a  civilisation  ;  to-day  it  is  not  only  a  nise  his  amiable  personality  ;  while 
luxury,  but  the  luxury  of  the  idle.  Verga  is  reserved,  and  stands  out- 
Civilisation  is  wellbeing ;  and  at  its  gide    his    books.      Little,    too,    is 

JlXlf^  vn.;    Jm    finH    nnfhfn"'''^!;    "1  J^^OWH  Of    his    lifc,    CXOCpt    that    ho 

to-day,  you  will  find  nothing  else,  if  ,  -z^^.  ^qaK  ♦u-.u 
you  have  the  courage  and  truth  to  be  ^^^  ^^  ^"  Catania,  1840  ;  that  he 
logical,  but  material  emjoyment.  In  spent  a  portion  of  his  youth  m 
all  the  seriousness  with  which  we  are  Florence  and  Milan,  where  he  wrote 
invaded,  and  in  our  antipathy  for  all  his  first  society  novels  ;  that  he  re- 
that  is  not  positive— let  us  put  there  turned  to  Catania,  where  he  ex- 
also  idle  art— there  is  at  least  nothing  perienced  irrievous  family  losses  ; 
but  the  table  and  woman.  We  live  ^^^  ^t^t  for  some  years  past  he 
in  an  atmosphere  of  companies  and  .  „„  o^  ,  ,  .  ^x^^i^  -  '^itrn^^ 
industrial  enterprises,  anHhe  fever  ^/^  ^^^  J^^  *.*>^^?  ]?  ^^''^' 
of  enjoyment  is  the  exuberance  of  ^"^  ™y  ^^^  inspirations,  he 
that  life.  Do  not  accuse  art,  whose  says  very  truly,  "come  thence 
only  fault  is  that  it  has  more  heart  where  I  passed  my  childhood  and 
than  ypu,  and  that  it  weeps  for  you  early  youth."  His  first  book 
the  pains  of  your  pleasures.  Do  not  (J873)  was  *  La  Storia  di  una  Cap- 
preach  moraUty,  you  who  only  have  inera,'  a  rather    sentimental  Ule, 

r^fSec^tLt^^T^^^^  "--!-?  t^e  histoiy  of  a  young 

create!-you  who  marvel  that  others  «»«•*  destined  acamst  her  will  t^  a 

can   leave   their  hearts   and  honour  convent  life,  which  pours  out  her 

where  you  only  leave  your  purse, —  woes   and    struggles,   her    desires 

you  who   let  your    varnished   shoes  after  freedom,  happiness,  and  love, 

creak  gaily  where  bitter  ebriety  plays  in  a  series  of  letters  to  a  friend, 

the  fool  or  where  groan  the  unknown  Her  mental  conflicts  end  in   mad- 

R!S;fv±^«!f-^''**'^"  ""P  """^  ^^''''''*  ness  ;  and  the  struggle  between  the 
into  your  face.  .  ,'  .  -^®  ^  j     - 

'  mighty  voices  of  nature  and  of  a 

Verga's  '  Apologia '  is  eloquent  false,  pharisaical  morality,  are  told 

and  true,  but  ne  ^pleads  the  oaase  with  pathological  truth,  although 
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the  impression  left  by  the  whole  a  tempest  ragins    in  his   breast^ 

is  sickly.  His  studies  of  Sicilian  life,  tran- 

With  *  Nedda,'  a  Sicilian  sketch,  scribed  from  amid  the  villages  and 

Verga  stepped   forth   strong  and  old  ruined  houses  of  the  coast,  on 

fully  equipped.     All  maudlin  sen-  the   plains   of   Catania,   have   not 

timentality  had  vanished  ;  we  have  only  an  artistic  but  a  social  value, 

here  to  do  with  a  writer  who  has  and  may  in  time  be  quoted  as  what, 

felt  the  pulse  of  the  peasants,  and  according  to  a  current  phrase,  is 

puts  their  life  before  us  in  all  its  known   as    *'  human    documents," 

pathos  ;    lives  heroic  within  their  when  the  modern  history  of  Italy 

small     sphere,    lives    sordid    and  is  written.     These  stories  have  the 

squalid    amid  a  landscape   of   ex-  grace  of  M^rimee's  Corsican  nov- 

quisite  beauty,   lives  fever-stricken  elletes,  the  vigour  and  virgin-soil 

and  cruel  amid  the  most  gracious  freshness  of  Bret  Harte's  '  Tales  of 

conditions   of   nature  ;     men   and  the  Argonauts.'     Like  Bret  Harte, 

women    whose  veins   would   seem  Verga  has  stepped  among  the  peo- 

to   run  lava,  as  though  the   fiery  pie  and  studied    human    passions 

mountain,    beneath   whose    shade  there,   where  conventionalities   do 

they  dwell,  had  poured  its   vitals  not  quench  their  full  strength,  and 

into  their  frames.     *  Ned  da,'  with-  where  they  often   manifest  them- 

in  its  short  compass,  is  a  village  selves  in   their   entire  animal  un- 

tragedy  of  great  power,  though  its  reasoning  character.  The  domi- 
personages   are    but    a   miserably  •  nant  purpose  of  his  tales  may  be 

poor   young  girl,   of   hot,   strong  summed  up  as  the  war  of  the  rich 

feelings,    with   an  instinctive  fear  and  wicked  against  the  poor  and 

of  temptation — her    loutish,    but  simple,  a  warfare  in  which  the  poor 

true-hearted   lover,  with  his  awk-  and  simple  ever  succumb  ;  as  how 

ward  modes  of  wooing — a  narrow-  can   they   resist    law,    prejudices, 

souled  priest,   a  cruel  world  that  religion, — in  a  word,  all  the  social 

Judges   the  fallen  as  harshly  in   a  organisation  which   the  powerful 

hamlet   as    in  a    metropolis,    the  use  as  their  instruments  of  oppres- 

good-natured  Uncle  Giovanni,  gen-  sion  ?  He  tells  the  sad  tale  calmly, 

erous  as  only  the  poor  know    how,  with  a  coldness  that   might  seem 

— all  figures  that  stand  forth  from  irony,   if  we  did  not  ask  ourselves, 

the  sun-gilded  Sicilian  background,  would  he  speak  at  all  had  he  not 

etched  upon  our  menaories  for  ever,  been  deeply  touched  ?'He   graves 

*  Vita    dei  Cam  pi,'    *  Per    le   vie,'  his   etching  stylus   into  the   very 

*  Novelle,'  *  Novelle  rusticane,'  marrow  and  veins  of  the  people  ; 
are  the  various  titles  under  which  but  he  is  not  therefore  cruel,  or 
Verga  has  collected  his  rustic  tales,  immoral,  or  biassed.  There  is  an 
All  are  distinguished  by  a  con-  innate  love  of  truth  in  the  life- 
soientious  stu<ly  of  truth,  the  ex-  studies  he  has  made  on  the  sphinx 
elusion  of  any  literary  artifices,  of  humanity.  They  are  mostly 
and  a  Conciseness  and  intensity  of  sombre,  as  might  be  expected.  The 
style  which  says  in  ten  words  what  life  of  the  poor  hard-worked  peas- 
others  would  say  in  a  hundred,  ant  is  not  gay  and  careless,  as  the 
curiously  at  variance  with  our  believer  in  Arcadia  would  have  us 
notion  of  Southern  volubility,  think ;  Arcadia  that  has  never 
But  under  this  reticence  we  feel  existed  out  of  the  pages  of  poets 
the  author's  earnestness.  He  re-  and  Dresden  f china — and  *  Rosso 
sembles  one  of  his  own  heroes,  Alfio,  Mapelo,'  *  Jeli  il  Pastore,'  *  Caval- 
who  speaks  tranquilly  while  he  has  leria  Rusticana,'   '  La    Lupa,'  are 
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not  my  reading.  This  may  be  pas-  treats  of  a  world    taming  upon 

toraflife — no  donbt  it  is;  but  it  is  nisty  hinges,  which  yet  are  very 

not    what  we  have  been  taught  strong,  and  exert  no  inconsiderable 

to   understand  by  that  term.    A  influence.  In  *  Per  le  vie '  he  gives 

favourite  theme  that  recurs,  and  a  number  of  sketches  of  the  city 

is  probablv  but  too  true  in  real  life  of  the  poor  ;  lives  void    of 

Sicilian    life,  is   that    treated    in  variety,   from    whose    monotony, 

'  Jeli,'  where  a  woman  succeeds  in  especially  for  the  women,  there  is 

deluding  her  husband  until  at  last,  no  escape  save  by  disgrace  and  fall. 

Iiis  suspicions  confirmed,  his  hot-  They  are  all  sad,  some,  like  ^  11  Ca- 

Sontbem  blood  aroused,  his  docil-  narino  del  No.  15,'  deeply  pathetic. 

ity  changes  to  a  tiger's  fury,  and.  The  caged  canary  is  a  paralysed 

regardless  of  consequences,  instinc-  ^rl,  whose  outlook  o\\  liie  is  lim- 

tively,  instantaneously,  he  murders  ited  by  the  tiny  view  across  the 

the  culprits.    The    impressionism  narrow    street.      Nearly    all  the 

that  reigns  in  modem  Italian  art  girls  go  to  the  bad,  and  we  can 

finds  its  reflection  also  in  literature,  scarcely  wonder,  can  certainly  not 

As  a  piece  of  word-paintiuff,  of  blame.    Their  ethical  sense  is  ru- 

word-impressionism,yerga's  sketch  dimentaij,  their  inborn  southern 

^Malaria^'is  notable.    The  heavv  need  of  life's  pleasures  verv  strong. 

terrible  curse  that  handover  land-  It  is  a  fact    worth    notice,  that 

•d^  and  population,  is  here  posi-  throughout  the  fathers  are  more 

tively  put  into  words.    Masterly,  pained  by  their  daughters' fall  than 

also,  are  two    pendant  sketchy  the  mothers.    Though  the  material 

*Coe'  d  il  re?'  and  '  Libertji,' in  of  each  narrative  is  slender,  thenar. 

which  he  reproduces  with  photo-  ratives  themselves  make  a  strong 

graphic  exactitude  the  ideas  con-  impression  on  the  mind. 

oeming  legitimate  royalty  and  free-  But  I  have  still    to    speak  of 

dom  as  they  exist  in  the  heads  of  Yersa's    masterpiece,  'I  Malavo- 

the  people.     The  old   monarchy,  glia/    The  modem  social  romance, 

behind  which  ever  stood  the  exe-  taken  out  of  the  innermost  life  of 

cntioner,  and  which  yet,  nev ertbe-  a  people,  has  here  been  first  created 

less,   exerted   its  fascination,  and  for  Italy;  and  it  is  no  exaggeration 

occasionally  let  gold  pieces  fly,  con-  when  a  leading  Italian  critic  places 

trasted  with  much  vaunted  liberty,  its  author  beside  Manzoni  on  this 

What  has  this  liberty  given  to  the  account.     *  I    Malavoglia '  is  the 

people — this  hotly  desired  liberty  ?  first,   and   as  yet  only  published, 

A  wild  frenzy  has  seized  the  popu-  portion  of  a  series,  *I  Vinti '  (The 

lace;  they  cool  their  ardour  upon  Vanquished).     The    leading  idea, 

the  rich,  they  burn,  plunder,  rob.  according  to  Yerga's  own  words,  is 

Calm  returns;  every  one  Koes  back  ,,                _^    ,.         •      ^       .  ^       - 

to  hi,  occupation^Ahe  loj^^o-  L^XbW^inSrtvefoiU 

mtnt  cannot  till  the  land  with  their  ^  the  most  humble  conditions  of  life! 

own  hands,   and  the  poor  people  of  a  dark,  vague,  restless  desire  after 

cannot  live  without  the  GatafUtw-  a  better  material  condition.      As  this 

mini.     So  they  make  peace  one  desire* in  man  is  graduidly  satisfied, 

with  another.     Then  the  lawsuits  there  comes  the  greed  of  wealth,  whien 

and  the  galleys.     "  Oh  why  ?  And  ^  propose  to  treat  in  a  burgher  type 

whpn  not  even  for  one  dav  a  foot  ^^^  ^^  *  provincial  city,  m  *  Maestro 

wften  not  even  tor  one  day  a  toot  DonGesualdo.'  Afterwards  it  becomes 

of  earth  18  mv  own.    And  they  had  aristocratic  vanity  in  the  ^Duchessa 

told  me  freedom  had  come  !        In  di  Leyra,'  ambition    in    *  Onorevole 

a  word,  in  his  rastic  tales,  Verga  Scipione,'  to  arrive   at    last  at  the 
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*  Uomo  di  lusso,'  who  contains  within  sity,  or  outward  accident,  that  im- 
himself  all  these  desires,  wishes,  van-  pels  his  actors,  but  rather  an  etbi- 
ities,  comprehending  them,  suffer-  cal  power  that  works  ULConsciously 
ing  under  them,  and  devoured  by  ^^y^\^^^  ^.^^^j^  actions.  We  only  trust 
them.     All  these  are  so  many  van-      .        y  ^   .  ,    !,:„  •^gj.-i^g 

quished  whom    the    current    of   the    ^"^^    ^  ^^S,^   "'*V  i*"/,-  •  series, 

struggle  for  existence  has  thrown  out  and  not— like  his  Gallician  contem- 
upon  the  shore.  The  fatal,  restless,  porary,  Sacher  Masoch,  who  also 
often  weary,  feverish  way,  trodden  of  planned  to  tell  the  whole  tragedy 
humanity  to  conquer  progress,  is  mag-  of  life  in  a  cycle  of  tales — find 
nificent  in  its  results,  seen  as  a  whole  himself  tempted  aside  from  bis 
and  from  a  distance  In  the  glorious  'Herculean  path  by  the  invitations 
aid"\httjtSs,«esZ"te  i  f  tors  'to  fuLsb  them  with 
egoism  ;  all  the  passions,  all  the  vices  ^^^^^  ^^*^8>  <^*^>P8  ^^^^  *"«  w/>''*- 
that  are  transformed  into  virtues ;  all  shop,— chips  that  seem  to  have 
the  weaknesses  that  assist  the  great  frittered  away  the  building  mate- 
labour  ;  all  the  contradictions  from  rial  destined  for  the  main  edifice, 
whose  attrition  develops  the  light  of  We  note  with  regret  no  announce- 
truth.  The  grand  result  for  humanity  ^ent  of  'Don  Gesualdo'and  a 
covers  all  that  is  mean  and  petty  in  number  of /eutYfe^on  stories  weekly 
the  pnvate  interests  that  produce  it —  .       •    *u     t*  r  /. 

nay  almost  justifies  them  as  need-  appearing  in  the  Italian  press.  It 
ful  means  to  stimulate  the  activity  '«  true  1  Malavoglia  has  not  met 
of  the  individual  that  is  uncon-  in  Italy  with  the  popularity  its 
sciously  working  for  the  benefit  of  the  merits  deserve.  It  is  not  light 
whole.  .  .  .  Only  the  observer,  though  reading — indeed  the  first  hundred 
himself  torn  along  by  the  current,  has  pages  are  decidedly  heavy;  but  the 
the  right  to  inter^t  himself  for  the  persevering  reader  will  find  him- 
weak  who  are  left  behind  by  the  ^  j^  rewarded,  and  occasionally 
stream;  for  the  weary  who  let  the  j.  ^'^•"^"j  •""^^^««»""»"j 
waves  close  over  them  to  end  more  diverted  too,  though  the  general 
quickly  ;  for  the  vanquished  who  raise  tendency  is  mournful.  Malavoglia 
their  arms  despairingly  and  bow  their  is  the  name,  or  rather  the  nickname, 
heads  under  the  brutal  tread  of  those  of  a  Sicilian  fisherman  family,whose 
that  marcH  over  them,  the  conquerors  fortunes  the  author  follows  m  great 
of  to-day,  themselves  pressing  on  reck-    detail,and  around  whom  are  grouped 

i^f^Lv"*^^  y^  n'^^Iv?^^^^  the  entire  population  of  the  ham. 

on  their  part,  be  overtaken  to-morrow.  ,  .               iu*  *                      -nr 

.  .  .  Wh^veV  observes  this  spectacle  let— some  thirty  nersons.     We  get 

has  no  right  to  judge  it ;  it  is  much  »   "^tle    confused    at    first,    untU 

already  if  he    succeeds   in    dragging  we  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with 

himself    for   a   moment   outside  the  these  various  men  and  women, — 

camp  of  struggle,  to  study  it  without  more  or  less  insignificant,  and  yet 

passion,  and  to  reproduce  the  scene  each    a    character— a    struirirlinir. 

exactly,  with  ite  proper  colouring   so  suffering,  human  soul.     How   aJ- 

^IX'y^^^^SXV'^''''  'mirably^is  the  vacuity,  the  insipid. 

ity  of  rural  life  depicted,  with  its 
This  idea  of  a  plan  running  sterile  heroisms,  its  disdain  for 
throughout  his  novel  series  has,  of  luckless  virtue,  its  griefs,  no  less 
course  led  to  a  comparison  of  Verga  profound  that  their  causes  seem 
with  Zola's  *  Rougon  M^kart,'  puerile  to  our  larger  capacities  for 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  action  !  The  hero — if  the  book  has 
first  impetus  may  have  come  thence,  a  hero — is  the  younger  'Ntoni,  who 
But  Verga  differs  essentially  from  has  vaguely  heard  of  the  "  new 
his  French  colleague  in  that  it  is  ideas "  that  have  fallen  with  him 
not  blind,  oruel,  hereditary  neces-    on  fruitful  ground.  He,  too,  wants 
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to  become  rich,  easily,  without  ex-  modem  Italian  rustic  novelette 
ertion.  His  father  listens  to  his  has  arisen  thence, 
harangues,  opens  his  eyes  wide,  One  word  as  to  Verga's  language, 
scratches  his  head  thoughtfully,  In  dealing  with  Sicilians  he  had 
and  asks  :  '^Rich  !  and  what  shall  special  difficulties  to  overcome,  for 
we  do  when  we  are  rich  ? "  'Ntoni,  the  dialect  of  the  island  is  not 
too,  scratched  his  head,  and  began  understood  out  of  its  borders.  So 
to  think  what  they  would  do.  there  remained  nothing  for  it  but 
"  We  shall  do  as  the  others  do,"  he  to  get  out  of  the  dilemma  as  best 
said  at  last.  *^  We  shall  do  noth-  he  could,  if  he  would  be  read  by 
ing.  We  shall  be  in  the  town  and  all  Italy,  and  make  his  people  talk 
do  nothing,  like  the  rich,  and  eat  Tuscan.  He  has  so  happily  blend- 
meat  every  day  and  white  bread."  ed  this  with  characteristic  Sicilian 
This  is  the  keynote  to  the  situa-  expressions  and  technical  terms, 
tion,  needless  to  say  that  it  ends  that  the  origin  of  his  people  is 
badly — that  'Ntoni  sinks  lower  and  never  forgotten,  while  their  Ian- 
lower  into  degradation,  drawing  his  guage  is  made  comprehensible  to 
whole  family  after  him  into  ruin.  all.  The  success  of  his  novels  ia 
Their  convulsive  struggles  to  keep  his  best  defence  towards  those  who 
themselves  upright,  tneir  vain  ef -  have  blamed  him  for  this  step, 
forts  to  fight  against  the  tide  that  "  La  petite  Sand  Italienne,"  such 
is  slowly  but  surely  creeping  on-  is  the  complimentary  title  given  to 
wards  to  overwhelm  them  at  last,  Matilde  Serao  by  a  French  critic  ; 
form  deeply  pathetic  reading.  and  with  vast  differences  there  are 
Verga's  masterpiece  is  essen-  certainly  also  analogies  between 
tially  a  creation  of  our  modern  these  writers,  though  Matilde 
form  of  philosophical  thought,  an  Serao  is  too  much  as  yet  upon  the 
outcome  of  Darwinism.  The  threshold  of  her  career  for  us  to 
difference  between  contemporary  say  in  what  direction  it  may  still 
novels  and  those  of  the  epoch  develop.  Among  the  women  writ- 
immediately  preceding  ours  might  ers  of  contemporary  Italy  she  un- 
almost  be  roughly  defined  as  in  doubtedly  takes  the  leadmg  place 
their  case  the  endeavour  to  paint  for  originality*  and  boldness,  for 
life  as  we  should  like  it  to  be,  subtle  grace  and  accurate  obser- 
and  in  ours  a  photographically  vation.  Further,  although  she 
true  picture  of  existence  as  it  is.  has  clearly  gone  to  school  among 
It  must  not,  however,  be  inferred  the  French  and  studied  carefully 
that  Verga's  tales  are  purely  pain-  the  modern  realists,  she  has  re- 
f  ul  reading.  Cicero  already  has  tained  the  national  flavour,  so  that 
observed  tnat  a  Sicilian  is  never  by  no  possibility  could  the  scenes 
so  miserable  as  to  be  unable  to  of  her  stories  be  laid  elsewhere 
utter  a  bon  mot,  and  Verga  is  too  than  in  hot-passioned,  imagina- 
faithful  an  observer  not  to  intro-  tive,  sensuously  beautiful  Southern 
duce  this  feature.  His  peasants  Italy.  Matilde  Serao  is  the  best 
possess  wit  and  shrewd  repartee,  exponent  of  the  new  literary  move- 
and  from  the  modern  dweller  in  ment  that  takes  its  birth  at  Naples, 
the  land  we  better  understand  the  — a  movement  that  has  been  re- 
ancient.  Like  the  ancient  inhabi-  proached,'and  not  unjustly,  with 
tan ts,  so  the  moderns  too  delight  regarding  life  too  exclusively  from 
in  rural  life  ;  and  for  this  cause,  in  the  sensuous  and  emotional  side, 
the  same  way,  that  classic  bucolic  As  a  woman,  Matilde  Serao  natu- 
poetry   originated    in    Sicily,    the  rally  inclines  to  these  tendencies  ; 
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on  the  other  hand,  she  has  a  virile  higher  fashionable  life  of  Rome 
firmness,  and  unflinching  directness  and  Naples,  is  distinguished  by 
of  touch  and  purpose  which,  com-  great  freshness  of  manner  and  elab- 
bined  in  one  person,  gives  her  orate  analysis  of  motive  and  char- 
work  quite  a  unique  character  and  acter.  Here  all  her  dramatic  pre- 
charm.  She  is  truly  a  Southerner,  sentment,  her  boldness,  her  caustic 
Her  mother  was  a  Greek,  descend-  power  have  full  play.  *  Le  Leg- 
ed  from  the  Princes  Scanavy,  who  gende  Napoletane '  are  described 
gave  emperors  to  Trebizond  ;  and  by  herself  as  "  a  book  of  imagin- 
she  herself  was  born  at  Patras,  so  ation  and  dreams,"  in  which  she 
that  Italian  is  to  her  a  learned  allows  her  impressionable  nature 
language.  It  is  from  her  mother  full  play  ;  a  monument,  a  house,  a 
that  she  has  gained  all  she  knows  ;  name,  a  coat-of-arms  will  stiniulate 
for  she  was  lazy  in  studying,  pre-  her  fancy,  and  set  her  weaving 
ferring  reading  to  steady  applica-  stories,  half  fact,  half  fiction,  in 
tion.  Her  father  was  a  Neapoli-  which  a  strong  poetic  vein  makes 
tan  exile,  who  only  returned  to  his  itself  evident — a  vein  that  saved 
native  town  in  1860,  when  Matilde  her  tales  from  sinking  into  the 
was  twelve  years'  old.  At  quite  an  depths  of  naturalism.  Spontaneity 
early  age  she  began  to  write,  and  distinguishes  these  sketches,  whose 
was  only  seventeen  when  her  first  style  is  sometimes  too  apparently 
short  tale  was  pulished — *  Opale,'  recherchi;  but  this  with  her  springs 
an  ingenuous  spontaneous  manifes-  rather  from  exceptional  sensibility 
tation  of  a  fresh  and  potent  talent,  than  from  conscious  pursuit  of  un- 
it made  some  stir,  and  De  Zerbi,  usual  expressions.  She  admits  that 
then  editor  of  the  Neapolitan  *  Pic-  her  art  is  vivified  by  an  entirely 
colo,'  offered  her  work  upon  his  feminine  sentiment  of  sympathy 
journal.  Her  fertility  and  viva-  — a  fact  strongly  felt  in  *  Piccolo 
city,  the  facility  with  which  she  Anime,'  which  is  devoted  wholly 
could  turn  her  hand  to  any  style  to  children,  but  written  for  grown 
of  writing, — now  short  tales,  now  people,  in  which  she  treats  of  every 
impressionist  sketches  of  changing  variety  of  child  that  has  come  into 
ana  transient  sceiles ;  now  criti-  her  way,  giving  us  a  picture  of 
cisms  of  art  and  literature  ;  now  their  lititle  mental  lives,  with  their 
records  of  balls  and  operas  ;  now  precocious  sensibility,  their  rapid 
even  Lenten  sermons,  composed  intuitions,  their  nervous  irritabil- 
with  exquisite  verve  and  wit, —  ity  ;  their  instinctive  sympathies 
made  the  world  fear  lest  the  need  and  unreasoned  antipathies  ;  their 
of  immediate  g[ains,  and  the  clam-  joys  and  sufferings, — a  book,  in 
ourings  of  editors,  should  cause  short,  as  charming  and  varied  as 
this  gifted  woman  to  fritter  her  children  and  child-life, 
talents  in  ephemeral  work.  Hap-  Matilde  Serao  is,  before  all  else,  a 
pily  these  fears  were  not  realisea  ;  master  of  miniature-painting  after 
and  in  1881,  and  again  in  1883,  the  Dutch  style,  though  her  ten- 
she  gave  to  the  world  two  long  dencies  are  modelled  upon  the  stem 
romances,  on  which  her  future  French  realistic  patern.  She  per- 
fame  will  surely  refet. .  She  has  mits  herself  no  pathos,  no  senti- 
also  collected  into  volumes  such  of  ment  in  expression,  though  she  has 
her  shorter  tales  and  sketches  as  both  in  feeling — she  is  almost  con- 
she  has  judged  worthy  of  continued  vulsively  objective  ;  and  though 
life.  Of  these  *  Dal  Vero,'  a  series  her  two  novels  are  in  parts  in 
of  tales   treating  mostly    of  the  clined  to  lengthiness,  she  neverthe- 
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less  permits  herself  no  episodical  to  the   aristocracy   of    Naples,   a 

divagations,   but  proceeds  to  tell  society  which,   in   its   corruption, 

her  tale  simply,  minutely,  directly,  frivolity,  and  decadence  is  painted 

Its  pathos,  if  there  is  to   be  such,  with  a  master-hand.  Masterly,  too, 

must  be  supplied  by  the  reader  out  are  the  scenes  introduced,  such  as 

of  the  theme  put  before  him.     She  a  first  night  at  the  San  Carlo,  the 

paints  life  as  it  is,  not  merely  the  ceremonials  of  a  high-life  wedding. 

exterior  of  a  small  burgher  or  arid  The   pair   have   been  married  by 

aristocratic  existence,  not  only  the  convenance,     but    it    so    happens 

characteristic  conditions  of  Italian  that  he  is  ardently  in    love    with 

society,  but    the    conditions   that  her,  and  this  at  once  puts  her  on 

go  on  in  the  human  soul,  putting  her  guard.     She   is  cold   to   him, 

them  forward  in  their  true  light,  keeps  him  at  a  distance,  responds 

and  showing  how  these  often  arise  to  his  transports  of  love  with  such 

from  mere  chance    circumstances,  apparent  indifference,  that  at  last 

She  is  absolutely  unprejudiced,  and  she  drives  him  to  seek  distractions 

handles  all    manner   of   questions  elsewhere,  though  he  never  for  a 

with  judicial  impartiality,  but  she  moment  wavers  in  his  affection  for 

is  not  on  this  account  immoral.  On  her.      She  is  an  enigma  to  us,  and 

the   contrary,   she  shows    plainly  on    that    account    rather    antipa- 

the  contradictions  and  errors  into  thetic,  until  we  get  the  key  to  the 

which   man    falls  when  he  leaves  mystery  in  a  letter  to  her  father, 

the  straight  path  of  virtue.    Hence  who  has  interceded  with  her  on 

her  stories  are  better  than   many  Maroello^s    behalf.      Her  mother, 

m    sermon — are  better  than  those  it  seems,  died  of  heart-complaint, 

moral   tales  in  which  the  author  She  knows  it,  and  is  resolved  that 

wags  his  mentor  finger  as  he  paces  she,  for  her  part,  will  not  die  of 

by  the  side  of  the  reader.     Hers  this  disease. 

18   the    very    essence    of    modem  **My  father,"  she  writes,  **  I  do  not 

romance- writing,    that    overlooks  wish  to  have  the  heart  of  my  mother, 

nothing  and  indicates  all,  making  I  desire  to  live  long.    As  I  live,  life 

all  mental  phases  of   equal  impor-  pleases  me.    I  shudder  at  the  thought 

tanoe,  between  whose  lines  every  ®^  death,  of  the  prave,  the  darkness, 

one  can  read  out  something  analo-  *^®  ^^'1,   ^  ^^"^  ^  A^^f'  ^  "^P^*' 

^     «•              1*^       oi.^  •  I  assumed  as  a  mere  iraro  this  appear- 

gous  to  his  own  life.     She  is  one  ance  of  boldness  whichevery  one  t& 

of   the  microscopic    writers    who  ^  indifference,   and    I  have  had  so 

put  their  instrument  relentlessly  much  need  of  it  that  it  has  become  my 

over   all   thin^,   and   who  would  character.    So  much  the  better.     Call 

succeed  in  making  the  mental  life  it  egotism.     I  do  not  deny  it.    I  will 

of    even    an    amoeba    interesting.  ^^^  m&ke  one  step,  one  gesture,  to 

Her  powers  of    minute   analysis,  *^*°,^^^  "^^  safeguard  ;  I  do  not  un- 

i«^*  «,;.,:o.^^»;^»  ^r^..Ur^..:»^k.^t»«J  derstand  sacrifices,  abnegation.     You 

her  vivisection  of  quivering  human  yourself  have  said  it ;  I  have  not  the 

hearts,  showed  its  full  naasterv  in  ^eart  of  my  mother.     If  only  it  were 

'  Cuore   Infermo,    her    first    long  true  that  there  is  no  connection  be- 

novel.     The   groundwork    of    the  tween  the  physical    and    the    moral 


Beatrice,  or  perhaps,  more  cor-  .^^j^^  j  ^^  „„^  ^^g^^t^  ^e^ 
reotly  speaking,  only  of  his  wife,  '^nd  my  lamentations.  If  evil  fortune 
since  his  lif6  is  merely  that  which  has  chosen  that  I  should  marry  Mar- 
she  makes  it.     They  both  belong  cello  Sangiorgio,  a  man  enamoured  of 
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me,  I  will  vanqtiish  this  evil  fortune,  love,  pride,  wage  a  fierce  warfare 

If  he  seeks  other  consolation  outside  in  her  breast.     She  knows  the  first 

the  house,  I  cannot  complain  of  it.  advances  must  come  from  her  who 

And  yo.i,  I  beg,  do  not  ask  me  any-  j^^  repulsed  him,  but  she  cannot 

thing  more,   or  force    me  to  repeat    ,    . 'u^™^!*   *„   *u«   ^«;_»        a.* 

what  I  have  said  to  you,  because  this  ^""S   ^^^rself   to   the   point.      At 

agitates  me.    I  do  all  that  is  possible  last,  however,  when  she  fancies  he 

to  create  quiet  around  me,    do  not  w  leaving  for  good,  her  love  breaks 

destroy  it.    To  keep  mo  alive,  leave  down   all   obstacles,  and   for    the 

me  in  peace."  first  time  she  opens  the  partition- 

T     .•  ■     1  ..        r>    ^  ■            •  ^  door  that  divides  their  rooms  and 

In   this  letter    Beatrice    paints  ^-^         ,        j.    j^         ^ 

herself  as  she  thinks  she  is-Uiat  touching  and  beautiful  scene.    Thi 

18   to  say    cold,   indifferent,    dis-  proud,  loving,  suffering  woman  ha« 

f  T^  fi  ??*  '  vl  V*     ^^       1*^  clothed  herself  itf  her    wedding- 

a  hard  fight  with  her  nature   al-  ^          ^       ^^  .           ^^         J^ 

though  It  takes  some  time  before  ^^dding-day  to  them.  "It  is  I," 
she  even  knows  it.  She  has  not  ^  »  J^^^  astonished  but  de- 
been  able  to  remain  really  insen-  Ughte/Marcello,  as  she  sUnds  in 
Bible  to  Marcello's  noble,  loving,  fi  doorwav  •  « I  thv  Beatrioe. 
lovable  character .;  little  by  littfe  J^  t'e'^'f  We  Tmy  ibS 
her  affection  for  him  grows,  until  dr^ss  :  Hove  thee."  Thei  follow 
at  last  she  falls  into  the  abyss  she  ^^^  ^^^ef  months  of  bliss,  a  late 
has  so  nervously  avoided,  loving,  ho„eymoon,during  whichB;atrioe'B 

an?3us""l&Srd^^^  ^^^^y  inc'reasesf  until  at  last  she 

ana  jealous,     ine  genesis  ana  ae-  ^.         ^     ^^pp  ness  has  hastened 

velopment  of  this  love,  so  slow  to  .^    oroeress  of  the  disease 

burn,  so  ardent  when  kindled,  U  .  |^„^j^ ,  j^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^,j 

told  with  care    and    minute    an-  ^^j^^,   ^^^^^     Lucia,   who  may 

^^  **  be  considered  the  heroine,  and  who 
''Beatrice  loved  profoundly,  loved,  supplies  a  study  in  nSvrose^  ib  of 
as  her  mother  may  have  loved.  She  the  type  of  Dumas  JU^  women, — 
had  inherited  from  her  the  fervour,  one  of  those  overwrought,  hysteri- 
the  intensity,  the  concentration  of  cal  beings,  fantastic,  cold,  heart- 
feteronT^L^^^^^^  1-'  sentimental  egotistic  that  ajre 
she  was  this  also  physiologically,  —to  our  shame  be  it  spoken— the 
From  her  mother  she  had  inherited  peculiar  outcome  of  modern  civil- 
a  poor  weak  heart,  injured  in  its  isation.  She  is  cousin-german 
fibres,  almost  monstrous,  of  irregu-  also  to  Madame  Bovary,  and  has 
lar  life.  Thus  the  physical  and  psy-  all  her  religious  ecstasies,  her  moral 
chic  heart  fought  an  internal  battle,  defects.  Like  Madame  Bovary, 
m  which  one  or  the  other  had  to  ^y^^  jg  ^Iso  a  great  poseuse,  and  is 
^'  at  times  a  dupe  to  her  own  fancies 
Beatrice's  malady  shows  itself,  — in  short,  a  creature  whom  one 
and  she  suffers  cruelly  ;  suffers  in  is  doubtful  whether  to  consider 
silence  and  solitude,  however,  for  as  wholly  responsible  for  her  ac- 
she  will  reveal  her  anguish  to  tions.  The  prologue  of  the  tale 
none.  She  also  endures  mental  takes  place  in  a  Neapolitan  con- 
torture  at  her  alienation  from  Mar-  vent  school,  where  are  assembled 
cello,  which  increases  while  her  the  ^ite  of  the  city's  maidens,  and 
love  grows.  He  is  rarely  at  home  where  already  is  shown  in  embryo 
now,  and  she  knows  whither  he  the  character  of  the\wo  heroines, 
goes  to  find  sympathy.    Jealousy,  Lucia    and    her    friend    Catarina 
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Spaccapietra,  a  good,  gentle,  tran-  attraction  to  her  unwholesomeness. 
quil  soul,  who  goes  on  her  even  The  story  of  how  he,  repelled  at 
way,  untroubled  by  such  torments  first,  gradually  succumbs  to  her 
of  soul  as,  according  to  her  own  morbid  fascinations  ;  how  she  se- 
showing,  rend  her  schoolfellow,  duces  him,  while  never  dropping 
Notwithstanding,  or  perhaps  on  her  half-mystic  religious  language 
this  very  account,  she  admires  this  and  attitude  ;  how  she  blinds  Cat- 
friend  to  the  point  of  adoration,  arina,  who  lives  only  for  domestic 
When  Lucia  pours  forth  her  incom-  .  cares,  and  seeks  to  make  those 
prehensible  gush,  Catarina  takes  around  her  comfortable ;  how  she 
it  for  pure  wisdom,  too  deep  to  deceives  her  own  husband, — this  is 
fathom,  for  Catarina  has  no  ima-  the  upshot  of  the  entire  book.  She 

fination  ;  that  is  the  keynote  to  marries  very  soon  after  that  first 
er  character,  and  therefore  she  is  evening  alone  with  Andrea — mar- 
struck  with  it  the  more  in  her  ries  a  consumptive  cousin  after 
comrade,  in  whom  it  really  is  philandering  for  some  time  with 
nought  else  but  fantasy  run  riot,  one  of  her  old  school  professors, 
An  attempt  at  suicide  made  by  who^is  madly  in  love  with  her,  and 
Lucia,  who  suffers  from  WeU-  who  ruins  himself  for  her  sake. 
schmerzy  is  averted  by  Catarina's  Very  characteristic  is  her  announce- 
simple  heroism.  Excited  by  this  men t  to  Catarina  of  her  approach- 
event,  Lucia  divides  a  lapis-lazuli  ing  marriage, 
rosary  with  her  friend,  and  extorts 

from  her  a  solemn  promise  that  "^  wanted  to  become  a  nun;  my 

they  will  be  faithful  unto  death  in  ^^^^\  ^«^)?  ^^^  consent.      Then  I 

frieW  and   that    if  need   be.  ^^^u p^,  ^^  JS^  ^  fiaJJi'i 

each    will  sacnfice  her  happiness  great  light  dazzled  me.    I  heard  the 

and  even  life  for  the  other.     Ihis  voice  of  the  Lord,  who  said  to  me  : 

promise   proves    decisive   for  the  'There  is  close  by  thee  a  sacrifice  to 

oestiny  of  the  two  girls,  though  it  be  made,  a  work  for  thee  to  accom- 

is  not  the  one  who  has  proposed  it  phsh.      Thy  cousin,    Alberto  Sanna, 

who  is  to  feel  its  weight.     Both  ^p^^  *^®«  ?  ^e  is  consumptive,  half 

leave  school,   and   we    next    find  j!jjr  of°ffit    -'  ^''''  wiU   be   his 

Catarina     married    to    a    robust,  ^      c    n  y. 

simple-natured,   honest  man,  An-  This  mission,  Lucia  says,  tempts 

drea    Lieti,     leading    a    trancjuil  her,  so   she  has  submitted   to  the 

existence,   of  which   a    charming  divine  command  ;  for  is  she  not  the 

glimpse  is  shown  us.     The  couple  servant   of  the  Lord  ?  and   since 

are   not  wildly  in  love,  but  quite  Alberto  loves  her,  he  at  least  will 

content ;  ar^d  if  Catarina  has  any-  be  happy.      The  character  of  this 

thing  to  mar  her  happiness,  it  is  cousin,  with  his  poor  thin  nature, 

that  Andrea  does    not   like     her  who   clings   desperately  to  life,  is 

friend,  whose   extravagancies  are  excellently  portrayed.     Like  most 

his   favourite  theme  for   ridicule,  invalids  he  is  occupied  solely  with 

In  her  simplicity  of  soul  she  strives  himself   and  his  symptoms  ;   and 

to   draw  together  the  two  beings  by  nature  an  egotist,  he  cares  for 

she  most  cares  for,  and  by  a  ruse  nothing  outside  his  wife,  whom  he 

leaves    them   alone   one    evening,  regards  as  a  part  of  himself.     Du- 

Lucia,  who  is  a  coquette  to   the  ring  a  stay  made  by  the  couple  at 

core,  embraces  the  opportunity  of  the  Lietis,   where  Catarina  sacri- 

fascinating   tfiis  Herculean    man,  fices  everything  to  Alberto's  health 

whose   very    healthiness    has    an  and  Lucia's  comfort,  things  work 
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up  to  the  catastrophe,  when,  to  the  incorrect  that  this  man  whose 
deep  but  very  differently  expressed  pJiysique  overpowers  his  mind, 
grief  and  horror  of  Alberto  and  should  succumb  to  the  subtle  phy- 
Catarina,  Lucia  and  Andrea  elope  sical  attraction  of  his  opposite, 
together,  Lucia  leaving  a  note  As  for  Lucia,  she  never  for  a 
behind  her  for  Catarina,  in  which  moment  loses  her  fantastic  or 
she  prays  her  to  have  pity  upon  her  mystic  note.  Thus  for  ex- 
her,  that  she  is  a  poor  wretched  ample,  when  she  runs  away  and 
creature,  that  she  has  but  followed  carries  off  with  her  her  diamonds, 
the  dictates  of  her  fate.  Stupefied,  she  also  takes  a  little  black  Byz- 
her  faith  in  the  beings  she  has  antine  Madonna,  to  whom  she  has 
loved  best  shattered  so* rudely  and  always  prayed,  and  to  whose  pos- 
completely,  life  has  at  one  blow  session  she  attributes  an  occult 
become  a  meaningless  void  to  Cat-  charm.  The  whole  book  is  written 
arina.  Like  the  straightforward  with  great  care,  fine  psychological 
simple  soul  she  is,  her  first  co-  perception,  and  poetic  intuition, 
herent  thought  is,'Vhat  can  she  and  is  faithful  to  nature  even  in 
do  ?  At  Alberto's  request  she  goes  those  portions  in  which  the  writer 
to  him,  and,  finding  him  dying,  brings  a  morbid  complacency  to 
succours  him,  and  then  only  comes  bear  upon  the  descriptions  of  sen- 
across  her  the  remembrance  of  her  sual  gratifications, 
girlish  promise.  "One  must  be  Very  different-natured  are  the 
ready  even  to  die  for  the  welfare  books  put  forward  under  the 
of  the  other,"  had  been  the  formu-  pseudonym  of  the  Marchesa  Col- 
la.  With  apparent  sang-froid,  but  ombi,  a  name  taken  from  a  figure 
really  stunned  and  broken,  Cata-  in  Paolo  Ferrari's  play  ''  La  Satira 
rina,the  orderly  and  careful  house-  e  Parini,"  in  which  appears  a  cer- 
wife,  careful  and  orderly  to  the  tain  Marchese  Colombi,  a  species 
last,  puts  her  affairs  straight,  then  of  Italian  "  Mrs  Malaprop."  With 
shuts  herself  in  her  room  with  a  one  exception,  the  works  of  this 
basin  of  charcoal,  and  here  next  author  are  chiefly  occupied  with 
day  her  servants  find  her  corpse,  North  Italian  burgher  society  ;  and 
the  livid  fingers  clasping  the  broken  in  her  pages  we  learu  to  know  a 
rosary  of  blue  beads, — the  rosary  great  deal  of  that  social  class  from 
that  is  the  key  to  her  guileless  which  the  English  are  as  a  rule 
life.  She  has  been  faithful  even  rigidly  shut  out, — the  one  nation 
unto  death  ;  for  all  her  simple  being  somewhat  exclusive  and 
nature  could  comprehend  of  the  proud  from  poverty,  and  the  other 
great  cataclysm  of  her  life  is,  that  unable,  as  a  rule,  to  make  them- 
it  was  for  Lucia's  welfare  that  selves  agreeable  to  their  foreign 
Andrea  should  be  free,  therefore  cousins  owing  to  ignorance  of  their 
she,  Catarina,  must  go  forth  into  tongue.  Yet  the  middle  class,  as 
the  silent  land.  And  herewith  the  we  all  know,  is  the  backbone  of  a 
novel  ends, — the  authoress  is  too  nation,  and  just  that  section  of  its 
wise  to  pursue  it  further  ;  but  we  society  with  which  the  philosophi- 
feel  that  no  good  can  arise  from  cal  and  intelligent  stranger  should 
a  freedom  thus  purchased.  The  seek  to  make  himself  familiar, 
story,  of  which  this  is  the  briefest  Always  high-toned  in  her  aim, 
reswne^  is  admirably  worked  out  never  treating  of  social  plague- 
in  every  detail.  The  characters  spots,  the  Marchesa  Colombi's 
are  harmonious  throughout,  even  books  are  very  specially  adapted 
to  that  of  Andrea  ;  u>r  it  is  not  for  the  reading  of  young  women 
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to  whom,  indeed,  she  seems  chiefly  not  secure  it ;  for  the  mother  was  a 
to  address  herself.  But  they  are  worldly  woman,  absorbed  in  social 
not,  on  that  accoant,  to  be  deemed  cares ;  and  only  long  after,  a  hope- 
namby-pamby  food.  They  form  less  invalid,  a  querolous  burden^ 
excellent  reading  for  both  sexes  she  throws  herself  upon  her  daugh- 
and  all  ages ;  and  though  many,  ter,  and  desires  that  they  should 
especially  the  shorter  tales,  are  be  all  in  all  to  each  other.  By  that 
written  purely  to  amuse,  others  time  it  is  too  late.  The  daughter 
have  obviously  a  deeper  purpose,  devotes  herself  with  abnegation 
though  this  IS  never  insisted  or  and  heroism,  but  she  has  seen 
dwelt  on.  In  this  respect  the  through  this  cold,  heartless  charac- 
Italian  novelists  are  specially  sue-  ter, — she  can  no  longer  adore  her 
oessf  ul.  They  do  not  loose  them-  mother  as  she  did  in  childhood,  or 
selves  in  the  dreary  wastes  of  delieht  in  the  signs  of  affection  she 
didacticism  in  which  we  so  often  would  then  have  died  to  receive, 
astray.  *  U  Tramonto  d'un  Her  second  disillusion  is  that  love 
deale,'  'Tempesta  e  Bonaocia^*  also  comes  too  late.  It  is  a  sad 
'In  Risaia,*'TroppoTardi," Prima  Ule,  full  of  half  tints,  with  no 
Morire,'  are  the  titles  of  the  Har-  hiffh  lights  to  relieve  the  sadness. 
ohesaColombi's  novels;  while 'Sens  ^  Prima  Morire*  is  a  romantic 
Amore,'  *  Serate  d'Invemo,'  *  Dopo  story  of  the  conventional,  f oreign^ 
il  Caff4/  and  *  La  Cartella  No.  V  seventh  commandment  type,  in 
are  the  collective  names  under  which,  however,  a  higher  ideial  is 
which  she  has  gathered  together  held  up  than  usual,  and  in  which 
a  number  of  the  short  tales  she  the  man,  who  is  the  more  hiffh- 
oonstantly  writes  in  Italian  peri-  souled  of  the  two,  dies  after  his 
odioals.  Perhaps  she  even  writes  first  defection  from  the  standard 
a  little  too  much.  These  stories  he  had  held  up  to  himself,  expressed 
are  of  unequal  value, — sometimes  in  the  motto,  ^'Prius  mon  quam 
excellent,  full  of  sparkle  and  hu-  fcedari."  The  book,  which  is  writ- 
mour — for  the  Marchesa  Colombi  ten  in  the  old-fashioned  letter  form, 
has  that  rare  quality  in  a  woman,  a  form  much  affected  by  the  Mar- 

f  en  nine,    good  -  tempered,    large-  chesa  Colombi,  already  reveals  here 

earted  humour ;  at  other  times  and  there  touches  of  that  philoso- 

inconclusive,   a  trifle  over  -  senti-  phical  spirit  which  animates  the 

mental  and  unreal,  and  as  though  writer's  mind,  together  with  gaiety 

written  in  haste,  and  without  due  and  light-heartedness,  that  curious 

resrard  to  probability.  combination  of  two  qualities  held  by 

Her   first   long    tales,    '  Tr6ppo  our  northern  notions  to  be  incom- 

Tardi '  and   '  Prima  Morire,'   did  patible,  and  of  which  the  Italians 

not   show   the  full    force  of  her  are  constantly  furnishing  examples, 

powers,  and  dealt  more  with  the  '  Tempesta  e  Bonaceia '  deals  with 

pathetic  and  sentimental  than  her  that  burgher  phase  of  professional 

later   works,   in   which   both    her  artistic  life,  whose  very  existence 

mind    and   writing  are  more  ro-  we   in   England   are  apt  to  deny 

bust.       The    first    is    the    simple  — a  sphere  in  which  the  Marchesa^ 

and  melancholy  autobiography  of  Colombi  moves  with  predilection, 

a  warm  -  natured  old  maid,  who  Her  heroes  and  heroines  are  often 

longed    for    love,   and   to    whom  actors  or  musicians,  and  this  is  the 

twice   in    life    it  came    too  late,  case  here.     The  heroine  is  Fulvia, 

As  a  mere  child  she  yearned  for  an  opera-singer,  daughter  of  a  poor 

her  mother's  affection,  but  could  Oovemment  employe — an  amiable. 
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light-hearted,  honest  girl,  who  is  monotonous,  that  run  in  a  fixed 
forced  by  poverty  and  her  mother-  groove  out  of  which  escape  is  only 
less  position  to  travel  alone  from  possible  by  a  move  into  the  city — 
town  to  town  to  fulfil  her  engage-  a  move  many  of  these  persons  can 
ments  in  various  provincial  theatres,  rarely  afford  to  naake.  In  Italy 
It  is  the  point  of  the  story  that  there  is  not  the  same  constant  in- 
Fulvia,  by  nature  romantic,  is  tercourse  between  town  and  coun- 
betrothed  to  an  upright,  steady,  try  dwellers  that  there  is  with  us, 
but  absolutely  matter-of-fact  Ger-  and  hence  the  teeming  rich  life  of 
man,  who  has  not  allowed  this  the  one  rarely  overflows  into  the 
tendency  any  scope.  Consequently,  more  placid  course  of  the  other. 
she  makes  to  herself  imaginary  The  hero  of  'The  Sunset  of  an 
woes  when  we  first  encounter  her.  Ideal '  is  Giovanni  Berti,  only 
woes  that  cause  her  to  think  she  child  of  the  village  doctor, — ^an 
is  tied  irrevocably  to  an  unsym-  ignorant  plethoric  man,  useless  as 
pathetic,  though  worthy  soul,  and  a  physician,  valued  as  a  boon  com- 
which  make  her  long  to  know  panion  by  the  notabilities  of  the 
warmer  feelings.  How  she  finds  neighbourhood.  For  his  sake 
the  lyric  enthusiasms  of  another  they  club  together  to  educate  the 
less  true  than  her  "  German  tin  boy,  who  is  greatly  neglected  by 
soldier's "  mutism,  how  she  returns  his  father,  and  in  especial  he  is 
to  the  love  she  had  lightly  and  noticed  by  Signor  Pedrotti,  the 
idly  thrown  aside,  is  related  with  a  village  nabob,  who  invites  him  to 
fineness  of  preception  that  makes  his  table  during  the  holidays,  on 
us  regret  the  more  that  the  denoue-  which  occasion  the  lad  becomes 
merU  is  awkward  and  strained,  acquainted  with,  and  enamoured  of , 
marring  a  book  otherwise  excellent  the  nabob's  only  daughter.  The 
and  out  of  the  common  run  both  in  girl  returns  his  affection,  and  in 
matter  and  manner.  due  course  Giovanni  asks  the 
Unquestionably  the  finest,  best  father's  consent  to  their  union — 
worked  out  and  ablest  of  the  a  consent  refused  with  ignominy 
author's  works  is  the  story  that  to  the  poor  landless  youth  who 
treats  with  pathos,  delicacy,  and  has  been  educated  by  his  bounty, 
tenderness  of  the  rise  and  ultimate  The  insulting  terms  in  which 
extinction  of  a  youthful  ideal,  and  the  refusal  is  couched,  Gioyanni's 
the  powerful  tale  of  the  North  assurance  that  Rachel  will  be 
Italian  rice  -  fields,  in  which  the  true  to  him,  for  he  knows  her 
Marchesa  Colombi  has  for  the  first  seriqias  loyal  nature,  call  forth  all 
time  left  the  burgher  class  to  the  manly  resistance  in  his  char- 
write  of  the  peasants  whose  life  acter.  He  sets  out  for  Milan, 
she  clearly  knows  well,  and  with  resolved  to  make  name  and  fame 
whose  sorrows  she  manifests  a  for  himself,  so  that  the  father, 
virile  sympathy.  Indeed  both  may  be  proud  at  last  to  call  him 
these  books  are  more  vigorous  than  son.  The  law  is  the  career  in 
their  predecessors.  The  scenes  of  which  he  has  embarked,  and  for 
both  are  laid  in  the  same  portion  many  years  it  is  very  uphill  work, 
of  Piedmont,  the  province  of  No-  but  the  image  of  Racnel  is  ever 
yara  ;  and  in  the  former  case  we  before  his  eyes  to  comfort  and 
have  an  excellent  series  of  pictures  uphold  him.  The  narrative  of  his 
of  the  country  life  led  by  the  struggles  and  privations  is  told 
small  landed  proprietors  of  North-  with  that  admixture  of  pathos  and 
em  Italy,  lives  rather  empty  and  gaiety  which  marks  true  humour. 
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and  with  a  vividity  of  description  ideal,  deeply  as  its  pathos  moves 

that  is  remarkable.     Thus  there  is  us,    we    acquiesce    in    its   conclu- 

an  account  of  the  midsummer  sul-  sion  as   a   necessity  that  is   inev- 

triness  in  the   city  of   Milan  that  itable.       We   only    feel   the   vast 

makes  us  hot  to  read.     After  pa-  "pity  of  it,"  and  its  sad  truth  to 

tience  and  privations  innumerable,  life. 

fortune  at  last  smiles  on  Gio-  *  In  Risaia '  furnishes  a  forcible 
vanni.  He  defends  the  cause  of  picture  of  the  sufferings  endured 
a  well-known  personage,  and  thus  by  those  who  work  amid  the  rice- 
attracts  public  attention.  This  is  fields,  where  youth  and  health  are 
his  first  step  upon  the  ladder  of  sacrificed  to  a  labour  that  makes 
success,  which  he  now  mounts  women  old  crones  at  thirty.  The 
rapidly  and  steadily.  But  with  nature  of  the  work  obliges  them 
success  come  its  temptations.  He  to  stand  in  water  that  reaches 
is  courted,  drawn  into  society,  above  their  knees,  while  in  spring 
succumbs  to  the  fascinations  of  a .  a  white  veil  of  mist  envelopes  au 
fashionable  woman,  and  the  image  the  flat  land  ;  and  things  grow 
of  Raohael  fades  in  bis  memory,  worse  rather  ihan  better  when  the 
He  still  looks  forward  to  ultimate  heat  increases,  and  there  uprises 
marriage  with  her  ;  but  he  thinks  from  the  stagnant  waters  miasmas 
there  is  plenty  of  time,  and  he  is  whose  stench  is  often  insupport- 
iust  now  interested  in  the  intrigue  able.  Yet  to  labour  in  the  rioe- 
m  which  he  is  engaged.  The  news  fields  is  often  the  only  means 
he  hears  by  accident  that  Signor  of  livelihood  to  be  gained  by  the 
Pedrotti  is  dead,  and  that  Rachel  voung  people  of  the  district  ;  and 
lives  alone  in  the  big  castle,  to-  here  thev  work  together  for  long 
gether  with  the  discovery  of  a  hours,  ill-fed,  ill-housed,  to  return 
note  from  her,  written  years  am,  home,  after  the  harvest,  fever- 
that  never  reached  him,  in  which  stricken  and  pallid.  The  heroine 
she  promises  *  fidelity,  arouse  his  of  the  tale,  Nanna,  the  spoilt  and 
slumbering  ideal,  and  he  rushes  only  daughter  of  peasants,  goes 
off  to  the  village  to  claim  the  wife  also  to  work  in  the  rice-fields, 
he  has  so  long  neglected.  Most  There  would  be  no  absolute  ne- 
skill fully  and  artistically  is  this  cessity  in  her  case,  if  that 
portion  of  the  story  told.  He  ex-  rigid  adherence  to  outward  con- 
pects  ^to  find  her  changed,  of  vention  which  specially  charac- 
course,  but  he  pictures  that  it  will  terises  the  Italians,  and  which 
be  a  change  m  which  she,  like  the  peasantry  possess  to  a  high 
himself,  has  gained  in  culture  and  degree,  did  not  make  it  needful 
worldly  knowledge.  He  finds  her  that,  having  reached  a  marriage- 
m  worthv,  faithful  and  excellent  able  ase,  she  should  wear  in  her 
person,  but  a  rustic,  a  villager,  hair  that  aureole  of  silver  pins 
Their  intervieW|  in  which  no  defi-  which,  after  the  fashion  of  those 
nite  words  pass  between  them,  districts,  is  regarded  as  a  signal 
and  after  which  he  departs  for  that  suitors  may  come  forward. 
Milan,  though  he  says  he  shall  These  pins  are  dear:  it  needs  sixty- 
call  again  next  day — a  promise  she  two  francs  for  the  father  to  pur- 
knows  he  will  not  keep,  and  he  chase  them,  and  he,  poor  man,  bare- 
knows  he  does  not  mean — is  told  ly  knows  how  to  pav  his  rent.  But 
with  remarkable  ability,  tender-  to  get  these  pins  is  a  necessity, 
ness,  and  flue  tact ;  and  mournful  The  whole  family  put  their  shoul- 
as  is  the  ^sudden    sunset  of  this  ders  to   the  wheel,   and  for  this 
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cause  Nanna  goes  into  the  rice-  And  indeed  Nanna  is  made  ta 
fields.  How  she,  who  is  not  ro-  suffer  much  rudeness  and  taunt- 
bust,  catches  the  fever  here  and  ing,  and  she  grows  embittered  by 
yet  returns  next  season,  because  her  enforced  celibacy,  a  condition 
the  peasants  hold  that  ague  does  regarded  almost  as  a  reflection 
not  Kill,  and,  after  all,  they  most  upon  morality  by  the  lower  or- 
of  them  have  it  ;  how  she  gets  it  ders.  In  the  end  she  does  marry 
again  ;  how  superstitious  rites  are  a  widower,  who  loves  and  esteems 
employed  to  cure  her ;  how  she  her,  and  the  whole  concludes 
recovers  finally  but  is  quite  bald,  merrily  to  the  sound  of  the  Christ- 
so  that  the  pins  for  which  she  has  mas  bells,  the  ultimate  catastrophe 
laboured  and  spent  her  breath  can  being  brought  about  by  some  of 
never  be  worn  by  her, — is  told  with  the  peculiar  Christmas  customs  of 
power,  and  sufficiently  interrupted  the  people. 

oy  lighter  incidents  not  to  be  too        Space  warns  us  we  must  close^ 

depressingly  mournful.  The  strange  though  we  would  gladly  have  said 

admixture  of  kindness  and  brutal  more  about  this  writer  of  vivacioiis 

outspokenness  to  each  other  that  invention  and  purity  of  aim, whose 

distinguishes     the     peasantry     is  works    are  deservedly  popular  in 

brought    into    high    relief.      The  her  native  land.     And  herewith 

situation    is   summed    up    in   the  we  leave  our  quartette  of  Italian 

mother's  comment  when  she  finds  novelists,   trusting  that  we  have 

that  Nanna  is  bald.  shown   just    cause  for  the  state- 
ment made  at  the  outset,  that  the 

**  *What    G^od   wills  is   never   too  complaint,  frequently  made,  that 

much,*   Maddalena  had  said,  and  it  there  is  no  good  current  Italian 

was   the   quintessence    of    Christian  literature,  is  unjustified  ;  and  tbat^ 

JS^?^r^  ^"^  /^®  *w  V\  in  the  domain  of  fiction  at  least, 
that  poor  mother,  that  m  that  which  .,  ^  t*«i:«,.o  ^««  ^^^^^^  ^k^n/ 
God  willed  was  comprised  for  her  the  *^^  Italians  can  measure  them- 
end  of  any  pride  or  maternal  joy,  and  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^neir  iLuropean  con- 
fer her  daughter  a  perpetual  celibacy  temporaries,  and  not  be  found 
and  a  life  of  humiliation."  wanting. 


* 
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AN   EXCURSION    TO    SOLOMONS   THRONE. 

Dbra  Ismail  Ehan,  Sept.  27.  1884. 

At  noon  on  November  27th  word  of  ill  omen  to  over-cautious 
last,  a  small  party  of  British  offi-  Governments — it  was  ordered  that 
cers  reached  the  highest  peak  of  no  officer  should  cross  the  border 
the  Suliman  range,  and  after  on  any  pretext  whatsoever.  But 
standing  a  few  minutes  on  it,  all  that  circumstances  have  occasion- 
but  one  descended  to  their  bivouac,  ally  proved  too  strong  for  this 
The  one  who  remained  was  a  sur-  stay-at-home  policy,  and  that  puni- 
veyor,  a  maior  in  the  Royal  En-  tory  raids  and  expeditions  into  the 
gineers,'  well  known  throughout  hills  have  sometimes  been  forced 
India  for  the  truth,  finish,  and  upon  us,  we  should  be  to-day  as 
beauty  of  his  water-colour  paint-  ignorant  of  the  topo^^raphy  and 
ings  from  nature.  He  opened  a  political  geography  of  the  mouu- 
large  white  umbrella,  and  from  tainous  regions  immediately  be- 
beneath  its  shade  "  shot  "  with  yond  our  border  as  we  were  thirty- 
his  theodolite  various  near  and  six  years  ago,  when  "  the  force  of 
distant  points,  and  then,  when  too  circumstances,"  or,  as  Russia  calls 
benumbed  for  further  work,  re-  it,  respecting  her  own  advance  to- 
joined  his  companions.  To  place  wards  India,  "imperious  necessity,** 
that  surveyor  for  two  hours  on  made  the  Punjab  of  Ranject  Singh 
the  Takht-i-Suliman  —  the  Solo-  a  British  province.  What  is 
mon's  Throne  of.  our  school  geo-  termed  "  the  close  border  system  " 
graphics — 1700  troops,  with  the  has  kept  our  troops  locked  up  in 
necessary  complement  of  camp-  their  frontier  cantonments  and 
followers,  mules,  and  camel-trans-  outposts  all  the  year  round,  ^has 
port,  had  been  marching  for  the  frequently  led  independent  hill- 
previous  twelve  days ;  had  stormed  tribes  to  believe  that  we  were 
a  position  which,  better  defended,  afraid  of  them,  and  has  more  than 
might  have  been  impregnable ;  once  conduced  to  mistakes  and 
had  killed  some  fifteen  to  twenty  even  disasters, 
brave  mountaineers  ;  and  had,  by  Two  instances  by  way  of  illus- 
the  time  the  force  returned  to  can-  tration  will  suffice.  In  1868,  at 
tonments,  cost  the  Government  of  what  is  known  as  the  Uhlan  Pass 
India  about  half  a  lakh  of  rupees,  affair,  a  portion  of  the  Kohat  gar- 

I   propose  to    describe   in  this  rison  stormed   a  stone  breastwork 

paper  how  the  expedition  came  to  upon   a   hill-top   only  four  miles 

be  sanctioned,    and  how    it   was  from  cantonments,  and  suffered  a 

-carried  out.  repulse  with    the  loss  of    thirty- 

XJpon   the    annexation    of     the  seven  officers  and   men  killed  and 

Punjab  in  1849,   the  boundary  of  wounded.     When  the  attack  was 

British  India  was  advanced  west-  ordered,  cavalry  were  sent   round 

wards   to   the   verv  foot    of    the  the  hill  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 

mountains     of    Afghanistan    and  the  defenders    as    they  streamed 

Bilochistan.     In  order  to  minimise  across  the    plain.     After   the   re- 

the  risk  of  "complications" — that  pulse    had  Seen   suffered,   it  was 

^  Major  Holdich,  RE.,  now  en  route  to  Herat  and  Sarrakhs  in  charge  of  the 
Survey  Sectioo  of  the  Russo-Afghan  Delimitation  Commission. 
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discovered  that  the  hill  was  not  ing  that  the  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
isolated,  as  was  su))posedy  but  con-  adventure  has  departed  from  Eng- 
nected  with  the  main  range,  by  a  lishmen  ;  whereas  the  fact  is,  that 
ridge,  up  which  the  enemy  safely  but  for  the  knowledge  that  even 
scuttled  when  they  had  beaten  successful  exploration  is  visited  by 
back  the  attack.  On  a  later  occa-  the  grave  displeasure  of  Govern- 
sion,  in  the  autumn  of  1877,  our  ment — as,  for  instance,  in  the  case 
troops  twice  entered  the  Jowkai  of  Mr  Macnair,  who  last  year 
hills  by  a  narrow  mountain-tor-  penetrated  into  Kafiristan  * — the 
rent  bed,  and  suffered  some  casual-  Takht-i-Suliman  mountain  would 
ties  in  consequence,  in  utter  obliv-  long  ago  have  become  the  happy 
ion  that  not  a  mile  off  was  a  broad  hunting-grounds  of  many  a  Britisn 
and  easy  pass  up  which  a  cavalry  subaltern.  Had  Oovernment  from 
regiment  could  have  advanced  at  the  first  encouraged  a  bold  but 
a  trot.  The  mouth  of  this  pass  cautions  intercourse  between  our- 
was  only  seven  miles  from  the  selves  and  our  hiil-neighbours,  and 
Kohat  cantonments  and  two  from  held  small  but  frequent  camps  of 
the  main  road  !  exercise  upon  or  even  beyond  the 
Notwithstanding  the  timidity  of  frontier  itself,  instead  of  occasion* 
our  border  policy,  we  have  in  the  ally  marching  our  Piffer  regiments 
last  thirty-five  years  on  fifteen  oc-  to  large  distant  camps  ois-Indus^ 
casions  launched  punitory  expedi-  perpetual  contact  with  us,  and  the 
tions  into  the  hills,  and  the  oppor-  material  benefits  derived  therefrom^ 
tunities  thus  presented  have  been  would  have  done  more  in  a  few 
invariably  used  to  their  fullest  ex-  years  to  soften  and  civilize  the 
tent  by  the  officers  of  the  Frontier  mountaineers  on  our  North-west 
Survey  Department  of  India.  The  frontier  than  has  been  effected  by 
blank  spaces  in  our  trans-border  the  stiff  procedure  of  nearly  two- 
maps   have    thus   been    gradually  generations. 

reduced,  until  by  the  end  of  1882,  It  has  been  the  practice  of  vice- 
upon  the  immediate  border  of  this  roys,  instead  of  openly  relazinff 
district — a  huge  slice  of  country,  the  severity  of  the  rule  whioE 
about  30,000  square  miles — the  proscribes  the  country  beyond  the 
mountain-mass  often  collectively  border  to  British  officers  and  even 
termed  the  Takht-iSuliman,  and  subjects  generally,  rather  to  en- 
regions  beyond,  alone  remained  a  courage  trans-border  exploration 
terra  incognita.  That  for  thirty-  by  inducing  officers  to  break  the 
five  years  no  peak  of  that  gigantic  rule  at  their  own  risk.  The  under- 
wall  which  dominates  this  border  standing  was,that  if  successful  they 
to  an  average  height  of  10,000  feet  would  receive  praise  and  reward  ;. 
for  a  stretch  of  20  miles,  and  if  unsuccessful,  censure.  Shortly 
which  lies  quite  close  to  that  bor-  before  the  late  Afghan  war  began^ 
der,  should  have  been  a*<cended  by  the  accomplished  but  rash  and 
an  Englishman,  is  creditable  to  the  unfortunate  Colonel  (afterwards 
discipline  of  the  officers  of  Gov-  Sir  George)  CoUey  visited  all  our 
ernment,  but  discreditable  to  that  frontier  stations  and  outposts  from 
Government  itself.  Russian  offi-  Quetta  to  Peshawur,  and  excited 
cers,  when  they  read  this  statement,  the  spirit  of  adventure  amongst 
will  have  some  ground  for  believ-  our  officers  by  proclaiming   that  it 

^  A  region  hitherto  untnxldeD  by  European   foot,  and  regarded  as  "thegrRst 
mystery  of  Central  Asia." 


1885.]                       An  JExcursion  to  Solomon^s  Throne,  '      95 

was  infinitely  preferable  that  some  universal  belief  upon  the  Tank 
of  them  should  be  killed  in  doing  border.  A  few  days  so,  and  then 
the  State  service  in  the  quest  of  came  swift  vengeance.  One  strug- 
useful  information  beyond  the  bor-  gle,  in  which  eighty  men — the 
der,  than  by  breaking  their  necks  whole  fighting  strength  of  the  most 
in  pig-sticking  or  at  polo.  Follow-  fighting  branch  of  a  highland  clan 
ing  his  advice,  my  immediate  pre-  — were  killed,  taught  subject  and 
decessor  in  the  charge  of  this  dis-  hillman  alike  that  the  British  rdj 
trict — a  Scottish  gentleman,^  now  was  as  vigorous  as  before.  The  in- 
the  governor  of  a  Scottish  prison —  vasion  and  insurrection  were  over, 
made  a  bold  attempt  early  in  1878  and  all  was  quiet  again.  But 
to  penetrate  to  the  Takht,  but  on  the  Mahsuds  had  yet  to  be  pun- 
being  ^opposed,  was  obliged  to  re-  ished.  As  no  troops  were  avail- 
turn  to  British  territory  re  infectoy  able  owing  to  the  Afghan  war, 
as  his  little  excursion  had  been  the  offending  tribe  was  blockaded 
undertaken  without  the  formal  — that  is,  excluded  from  British 
sanction  of  Qovernment.  As  he  territory  until  the  expedition  could 
has  since  retired,  the  incident  may  be  sent  against  them.  It  was  not 
be  safely  mentioned  now.  until  May  1881  that  a  force  pene- 
Soon  after,  the  war  in  Afghani-  trated  their  fastnesses,  and  exacted, 
Stan  having  denuded  this  frontier  not  vengeance,  but  redress  for  the 
of  troops,  a  rumoured  disaster  to  outrages  committed  more  than  two 
General  Roberts  in  Khost,  the  yeara  before.  During  the  expedi- 
preachin^  of  a  jehad  (holy  war)  tion  the  Mahsud  hills  were  thor- 
against  the  kdjir  (infidel)  English  oughly  explored  and  mapped.  That 
in  the  hills  just  beyond  our  border  work  accomplished,  the  Surveyor- 
and  north  of  the  Takht-i-Suliman,  General,  with  his  assistants  and 
and  the  story  that  the  English  had  their  field  establishments,  all  now 
retired  from  Dera  Ismail  Kh&n  inured  to  hill-climbing  from  two 
across  the  Indus,  incited  the  Mah-  years'  experience  in  Afghanistan, 
suds — a  barbarous  but  powerful  were  keen  to  scale  the  Takht,  ex- 
independent  tribe — to  swoop  down  plore  the  whole  valley  beyond,  and 
on  the  town  of  Tank  and  bum  it.  connect  and  check  their  Afghan 
For  a  few  days  all  was  confusion,  reconnaissances  and  surveys  with 
Our  own  subiects  joined  the  hill-  what  had  already  been  done  inside 
men.  The  shops  of  the  Hindus  and  just  beyond  our  border.  How 
in  many  villages  were  looted  and  to  induce  Government  to  sanction 
burnt.  Our  troops  and  police  the  undertaking  was  the  difiScultv. 
were  either  besieged  or  shut  them-  The  Liberals  were  once  again  m 
selves  up  in  their  outposts.  The  power.  To  them  the  Afghan  policy 
British  rdj  (rule)  was  over  ;  the  of  their  predecessors  was  anathema, 
Musalman  raj  had  returned  ;  the  Cabul,  the  Khyber,  and  Candahar 
hated  money-lender,  with  his  bonds,  were  abandoned  ;  work  on  the 
mortgage-deeds,  and  account-books  Quetta  Railway  was  stopped,  the 
would  lord  it  no  more  over  the  coolies  scattered,  the  plant  sent 
faithful,  but  must  resume  his  skull-  elsewhere;  "masterly  inactivity," 
cap  (sign  of  dependence)  and  wear  and  therefore  the  "  close  border " 
the  turban  no  more  ;  the  land  was  system,  were  once  again  in  the 
to  be  the  people's  once  more  ;  free  ascendant  from  the  Khyber  to  the 

and  unencumbered.     Such  was  the  Bolan.     Clearly  no  expedition   to 

. 1 

^  Colonel  Macaulay,  Governor  of  Ayr  Prison. 
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the  Takht  would  be  sanctioned  for  spoke  little.      Our  prospects  were 

purely   scientific  purposes,  except  at  first  too  gloomy.     We  looked 

under  guarantees  which  no  high-  often    enough    at    the   provoking 

land  Afghan  tribe   had   ever  yet  mountain,     whose      snow-coverea 

voluntarily  given  ;  and  as  to  the  slopes  glistered  in  the  morning  sun 

use   of  pressure,  that  was   out   of  so  invitingly,  yet  so  defiantly,  pure 

the  question.     The  people  of  India  and  inviolable  as  a  chaste  virgin, 

are  free,  and  the  independent  hill-  We  looked  and  looked,  and  every 

men  beyond  are  if  possible  freer,  time  we  did  so  a  deeper  chagrin 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done  ?    The  fell  upon  us.     One  day  we  passed 

heads  of  departments  were  clam-  an  important  resolution  ;    we    re- 

orous   for    the    expedition.      The  solved    that,    oflicially  and  unoflfi- 

Commander-in-Chief,  the  Quarter-  cially,  we    should,  for  diplomatic 

master-General — both  Scotchmen,*  reasons,  substitute  the  word  "  ex- 

by   the   way,    who  have  achieved  cursion  "  for  "  expedition."     After 

fame — and   the   Surveyor-General  that  we  advanced  rapidly.     Hindu, 

represented    the   urgency   of   the  Mohammedan,  and  Sikh  had  each 

case  to  the  Lieut. -Governor  of  the  in   succession  ruled   over  Derah's 

Punjab — another  Scotchman'  who  broad  plains  ;  but  to  all  three  the 

has  deservedly  won  his  spurs — and  Takht  bad  been  as  an  untaken  for- 

he   even    admitted    the    extreme  tress.     Was  it  to  remain  a  monu- 

desirability  of  the  exploration  and  ment  of  reproach  for  us  also  ?  Pil- 

survey  of  the  mountain  ;  but,  true  grims  from  Dera  Ismail  Khan  had 

to  the  policy  of  his  Government,  he  sat  on  Solomon's  Throne,  and  had 

declined   to  recommend  action  to  sometimes  returned  to  their  homes 

the   Government   of  India  until  a  alive  afterwards.     Those  who  had 

fitting  opportunity  should  present  done  so  described  the  distance  from 

itself.  the  border  as  a  short  two  days'  jour- 

At  this  juncture  the  able  officer  ney,  and  related  wondrous  tales  of 

of  the  Survey  Department   men-  thesealedmysteriesof  thepine-clad 

tioned  at  the   beginning    of   this  basin  which  connects  the  nothern 

Eaper,  considered  it  time  to  depute  and  southern  peaks.      Westwards 

imself  on  a  delicate   mission   to  of  the   main   range  lies  the  Zhob 

Dera  Ismail  Kh&n  to  further  ex.  Valley,    described   seventy  -  eight 

cite   the  enthusiasm   of  the  local  years  ago  as  'Hhe  great  caravan 

civil  authorities  there  in  the  cause  route  to  Candahar."     The  whole 

he  had  at  heart.     Like  a  prudent  of  this  region  was    still  a  blank 

diplomatist,  he  first   enlisted   the  space  in  our  maps.     The  inhabit- 

vote  and  interest  of  a  cprtain  lady  ants   of  the    Takht — an     Afghan 

in  his  cause,  who  with  himself  and  tribe  called  Shiranis — and  all  their 

myself  forthwith   laid   our   heads  neighbours  en  joyed  free  intercourse 

together    to    arrange    a    plan    of  with  British  territory,  and  bartered 

action    under  which    Government  the  raw  produce   of  their  hills — 

would  be  able  to  consent  to  place  the  seed  of  the  edible  pine,  which 

the  theodolite  on  Solomon's  Throne  grows  in  forests  in  the  upper  pla- 

without  departing  from  its  declared  teaux  of  the  range,  wool  of  their 

policy.     Like  true  conspirators,  we  sheep  and  goats,  skins,  live  stock, 

met  seldom,  and  when  we  met  we  and  timber — for  cloth  goods  and 

1  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  Commander-in-Chief  in  India,  and  Sir 
Charles  Macgregor,  K.C.B.,  K.C.S.L,  CLE.,  Quartermaster-General. 
«  Sir  Charles  Aitchison,  K.C.S.I.,  CLE. 
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food-grains  in  our  frontier  villages.  Now  it  so  happened  that  at  the 
The "  close  border "  system  was  a  time  the  Shiranis  richly  merited 
bar  to  reciprocation.  Did  any  of  punishment  for  past  misdeeds, 
our  villagers  venture  one  step  be-  One  of  their  smaller  clans,  named 
yond  the  border,  he  went  at  his  Khyderzais,  orSons  of  Khyder,had 
own  risk.  Were  he  killed  or  from  time  immemorial  made  their 
maimed,  there  was  no  redress,  living  by  plundering  others,  and 
His  murderer  might  enter  British  occasionally,  amongst  the  others, 
territory  the  day  after  and  swagger  villagers  in  British  territory  near- 
before  his  victim's  door,  yet  none  est  their  hills.  The  practice  of  the 
dare  touch  him.  Did  an  official  district  in  such  case  had  been  to 
cross  the  border,  he  ran  the  risk  apply  the  lex  talioniSy  but  in  an  in- 
of  dismissal — the  certainty  of  dis-  direct  way.  Whenever  the  Khy- 
pleasure.  Such  a  system  rather  derzais  harried  cattle,  the  district 
intensifies  than  mitigates  the  sav-  officer  quietly  retaliated  by  seizing 
agery  and  exclusiveness  of  our  in-  and  retaining  the  next  Shirani  car- 
dependent  trans  -  border  tribes,  avan  which  came  into  British  ter- 
Cautiously  relaxed,  the  English-  ritory,  no  matter  to  what  section 
man  might  have  been  by  this  time  of  the  tribe  it  belonged.  After 
as  respected  in  the  Shirani  or  Mah-  seizure,  the  tribe  would  be  notified 
8ud  hills  as  was  the  Roman  citizen  that  if  the  account  was  not  settled 
wherever  he  went  within  the  bounds  by  a  given  date,  their  property  in 
of  his  many-peopled  empire.  our  hands  would  be  sold  and  our 

Since  annexation,  only  on  two  villagers  compensated.  Sometimes 
occasions  had  the  Shirani  hills  been  another  procedure  would  be  follow- 
visited  by  British  officers.  Once,  ed.  Instead  of  property,  relations 
in  1853,  troops  had  entered  and  or  more  distant  fellow-clansmen  of 
burnt  some  of  their  villages  as  an  the  actual  offenders  would  be  seized 
act  of  reprisal ;  and  again,  in  1878,  and  imprisoned.  Both  methods 
my  predecessor  had  made  an  at-  are  unknown  in  Europe,  and  offici-. 
tempt'to  reach  the  Takht,  as  nar-  ally  somewhat  irregular  m  India, 
rated  some  paragraphs  back,  and  But  both  are  effective,  recognised 
being '  fired  at  had  withdrawn,  by  all  hillmen  as  justifiable,  prac- 
Witn  such  a  retrospect,  the  pros-    tised  by  themselves,  and  generally 

Fects  of  the  expedition — excursion,  bring  about  the  settlement  of 
mean — seemed  hopeless.  It  was  frontier  cases  speedily,  and  above 
certain  that  Government  would  all  without  fuss,which  in  these  lat- 
veto  any  proposal  which  might  be  ter  days  of  our  centralisation  and 
made  on  any  terms  except  those  of  interminable  report-writing  is  an 
the  consent  of  the  tribe  to  the  visit,  important  consideration  for  desk- 
and  the  surrendering  of  hostages  tied  officials.  The  more  serious 
for  good  behaviour.  To  expect  troubles  on  the  Mahsud  border 
independent  Afghans  to  invite  had  distracted  attention  from  the 
British  officers  to  march  through  Shiranis  for  the  previous  year  or 
their  hills  and  visit  their  holiest  two ;  and  in  1882,  when  their 
shrine,  was  to  hope  for  impossibili-  account  was  examined,  the  out- 
ties.  However,  where  there  is  a  will  standings  against  the  tribe  were 
there  is  a  way.  To  win  Afghans  it  is  found  to  be  too  heavy  to  be  realised 
first  necessary  to  make  them  suffer,  by  the  district,  but,  nevertheless, 
in  which  case  they  fear  you  ;  and  hardly  authorised  practices  explain- 
after  that  to  show  them  silver,  in  ed  above.  Opportunely,  too,  about 
which  case  they  will  serve  you.  this  time,  a  band  of  Shirani  marau- 
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ders  committed  a  murder  for  plnn-  ''  And   what  about  carriage  ?  '* 

der  inside  our  border,  and  burnt  said  he,  after  some  talk. 

a  water-mill.     Under  the  circum-  "  Why,  you  have  800   mules,"  I 

stances,  permission   was  obtained  replied. 

to  blockade  the  whole  tribe  ;  and  "  Yes,  for  ordnance  stores  and 

in  furtherance  of  the  object,  neigh-  regimental  baggage,  but  not  for 

bouring  tribes  were  also  induced  to  commissariat  purposes.     We  shall 

close  their  markets  to  them.     At  want  in  round  numbers  a  thousand 

the  end  of  nine  months  the  Shiranis  camels  or  their  equivalent." 

were  collectively  rather  straitened  "  Well,  General,"  said  I,  rather 

for  food   and   clothes,  and  conse-  astonished  at  such  an   unexpected 

quently  in  a  humble  and  penitent  requisition,    'Til     do    my     best. 

frame  of  mind.   They  sent  in  their  How  to   manage  it  all    in    three 

representatives,  and  gave  security  weeks  is  the  difficulty." 

for  the  payment  of  compensation  A  day  or  two  afterwards  I  rode 

for  all  their   past   misdeeds.     The  out  to  the  Dr^band  outpost,  facing 

blockade  was  at  once  raised.  the  pass  of    the  same  name,  up 

Now  then  was  the  time  to  show  which  lay  the  direct  route  to  the 
silver,  to  jingle  rupees  before  their  Takht.  The  Shirani  representa- 
eyes,  and  promise  them  a  hand-  tives  ought  to  have  been  in  attend- 
some  reward  should  they  engage  ance  there,  as  they  had  been  in- 
to conduct  a  party  of  surveyors  vited  to  come  in  some  days  before, 
to  the  Takht,  and  give  hostages.  Instead  of  coming,  however,  they 
They  readily  agreed  in  a  general  sent  a  reply  that  they  were  busy 
way  to  the  proposal,  provided  that  cutting  their  autumn  crops,  and 
they  should  not  be  held  respon-  required  time  to  consult  together, 
sible  should  some  of  their  young  It  was  clear  they  were  in  no 
bloods  oppose  us.  Having  gained  hurry,  whatever  I  was.  Messen- 
their  formal  consent,  and  reduced  gers  were  now  despatched  to  them 
it  into  the  form  of  a  solemn  writ-  ordering  them  in.  This  time  they 
ten  engagement.  I  reported  to  replied  by  sending  a  deputation 
Government  that  a  better  oppor-  of  their  moolahs  (priests),  devout 
tunity  would  never  be  obtamed  and  peaceful  men,  whose  mission 
for  exploring  the  Takht,  as  the  generally  is  on  such  occasions  to 
tribe  had  promised  assistance,  and  incite  the  faithful  to  war  against 
agreed  to  give  hostages.  On  such  infidels  such  as  we  are.  I  treated 
terms,  then.  Government  consented  this  deputation  with  the  greatest 
to  let  a  survey-party  ascend  the  respect.  I  fed  them  with  fat 
Takht  with  a  military  escort.  mutton.     I    honoured  the  oldest 

A  "  military  escort  "  is  variously  priest  with  a  chair,  and,  addressing 

interpreted.     To  a  charming  girl  him  as  Moolah  Sahib ^  asked  why 

it  means   a   good-looking   officer ;  the  Shirani   tribe   had   become  so 

to   my  civilian   mind  it   meant  a  suspicious  ;  did  the  Sarkar  Angrez 

few  hundred   sepoys  ;  but   to   the  (English  Government)  ever  lie? 

General  it   meant  an  army.      On  "Well,  Sahib, '  he  replied,  "you 

October  20th  last,  that  formidable  said  you  would  come  with  a  guard 

personage — another  Scotchman  of  only,  and    now    we  hear  that    an 

note,  by  the  way  * — came  quietly  army  is   collecting,  and  that  the 

into    the    station.      I    was    soon  General  Sahib  will  command  it." 

closeted  with  him.  I  replied   that   it  was   true  that 

1  Brigadier-Gkneral  Eenneidy,  C.  B. 
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three  regiment8  of  infantry,  two  had   lost  it.     Tke    man    actually 

funs,    and   some     cavalry    would  blushed,  and  stammered  out,    ^'It 

orm    the    escort ;    but    that    its  was — burnt ; "    and    then    hastily 

largeness   was    a   compliment    to  withdrew.     The   others    followed, 

their   bravery,   and     would     save  One,  however,  lingered  behind,  and 

their     honour.      They     did     not  whispered  something  to   my  head 

appreciate     this     reasoning,    but  native  assistant,  who  nodded  com- 

asserted   that   the    tribe   believed  prehendingly,  and  between  laugh- 

the     intention    was     to    establish  mg  and  pushing  got  him  out  of  the 

a    cantonment     upon    their    holy  tent, 
mountain.  When  they  were  all   gone,  the 

*'  Moolah   Sahib,"  I  said,   "  we  assistant  explained  that  my  ques-^ 

only  want  to  draw  some  lines  on  tion  had  been  an  unfortunate  one, 

a  piece  of  paper,  and  the  largeness  as  the  moolah  had  been  in  youtb 

of   the  guard  means  more  rupees  something  of  a  Don  Juan,  and  had 

for  your  tribe.     Wc  shall  pay  for  been  deprived  of  his  foot  by   an 

every  blade  of  grass  we  take  and  enraged  husband,  who  had  at  the 

every  stick  we  burn."  same  time  cut  off  his  wife's  nose 

At  this  they  smiled  and  looked  and  slit  her  lips, 
incredulously  at  each  other.    Then        After  it  was   dark,  one   of  the 

one  of  them  asked,  "  How  are  you  moolahs  sent  word  that  he  wanted 

to  get  up  there"  (pointing  to  the  to  see  me  privately.     He  came  in 

mountain  above  us)  ?     "  There  are  and  told  me  mysteriously  that  he 

no  roads,  and  you  can't  walk."  knew  the  ways  of  the  Sahib  logite: 

"  Oh,"  interposed  one  of  my  na-  they  might  not  establish  a  canton- 

tive   assistants,  "  the  Sahibs  walk  ment  just  then  on  the  Takht,  but 

very  well.  They  are  great  shikaris  would  soon  ;  and  that,  as  he  lived 

(hunters)."  near  it,  he  wanted  me  to  give  him 

"  Pooh  !  "  explained  the   oldest  a  certificate  that   if   his  relations 

moolfth  to  his  companions,  ^'  1  am  a  did  not  fight  against  us,  his  family 

H^i  {MeccvL  pilgrim).    I  know  the  and  possessions  would  berespected. 

tribe  of  the  Sahib  logite.     I  have  To   humour  him   I  did  so.     This 

seen  them  in  Bombay.  They  drive  pleased  him  so  much   that  he  be- 

or  ride  always."  came  talkative  and  confidential. 

"Well,  Moolah  Sahib,"  I  replied,        "  What  will  it  cost  the  Sarkar 

rather  testily,  "  give  me  some  host-  to  get  up  there?"  he  asked,  reflec- 

ages.    I'll  feed  and  pay  them  well,  tively. 

and   you  will  see  whether  we  can        "Oh,  not   much — a   quarter   or 

walk  up  a  hillside  or  not.     I  don't  half  a  lakh." 

want  the  General  Sahib  to  have  to        "  What,  Sahib  !    all  that  just  to 

kill  any  of  you,  if  I  can  help  it."  draw  some  lines  on  a  bit  of  paper. 

They  looked  rather  dismayed  at        "  Yes,  a  Sahib  never  tells  lies, 
this,  and  beiijan  to  talk  eagerly  to-        "And    the    cantonments,"    said 

geiher.  "  Well,  well,"  haid  I,  "con-  he;    "they  won't   be  on   the  top, 

suit   together  outside.      My   men  because  there  is  no  water  there." 
will  persuade  you  that  the  Sarkar        "  Go,   I   tell    you  ;   the    ISarkar 

only  wants  your  good."  wants  to  draw  lines  on  paper,  that 

They  then  rose  to  go.      Observ-  is  all." 
ing  that  one  of  them  was  a  cripple,        "  What,  Sahib  !  half  a  lakh  for 

his  right  foot  having,  been  cleanly  that  ?     However,  saldm,  Sahib — I 

cut  off  above  the  ankle,  I  inquired,  have  got  your  certificate.     I   am 

in  a  commiserating  tone,  how  he  safe  ! " 
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He  was  gone.  The  whole  deputa-  They  lyere  then  feasted,  cajoled, 
tion  returned  to  their  hills.  Though  and  threatened,  and  silvered  per- 
they  had  seen  no  troops,  the  eollec-  suasion  was  employed  to  induce  the 
tion  of  supplies  which  was  going  on  leading  recusants  to  use  their  in- 
must  have  convinced  them  that  a  fluence  with  their  fellow-clansmen 
force  was  about  to  enter  their coun-  to  further  the  Government  object, 
try.  Still  the  tribal  headmen  did  In  thus  purchasing  a  man's  vote 
not  come  in.  Spies  reported  they  and  interest,  I  had  to  be  more  cau- 
were  assembling  and  consulting,  tious  than  any  M.P.,  for  corrupt 
It  was  a  matter  of  days  now,  and  practices  were  as  abhorrent  to  Shi- 
bey  ond  the  collection  of  supplies,  ranis  (tribally),  as  they  are  to 
which  was  progressing  welI,nothing  Englishmen  (collectively).  Indi- 
had  been  done  towards  arranging  vidually,  every  man  was  greedy  to 
the  preliminary  conditions  imposed  sell  himself,  provided  that  the  pur- 
by  Government,  and  the  question  chase  could  be  effected  'without 
of  carriage  had  still  to  be  decided,  the  knowledge  of  the  others,  and 
I  was  relying  on  the  Shiranis  them-  several  of  the  most  fractious  were 
selves  supplying  2000  hill  bullocks  so  bought.  When  everything  was 
— small,  hardy  animals,  with  hoofs  in  train  for  a  settlement,  I  met  the 
like  iron,  each  capable  of  carrying  whole  council  in  solemn  assembly, 
a  load  of  200  lb.  But  until  the  The  discussion  which  followed  was 
headmen  should  appear  and  ar-  as  hollow  and  theatrical  as  a  set 
range  terms,  nothing  could  be  done,  debate  in  Parliament.  The  result 
In  desperation  I  addressed  a  sort  had  been  prearranged;  and  although 
of  ultimatum  to  the  tribe,  threat-  some  of  the  late  malcontents  still 
ening  it  in  a  vague  language  with  harangued  and  raised  objections,  aa 
the  displeasure  of  Government  did  patriots  should,  I  knew  that  they 
it  not  consent  to  do,  with  a  good  were  now  my  own  men.  By  ex- 
grace,  what  otherwise,  sooner  or  posing  their  selfishness  I  might 
later,  it  would  be  compelled  to  do.  have  brought  down  upon  them  the 
This  time,  instead  of  employing  virtuous  indignation  of  their  fel- 
spies,  I  sent  in  some  of  my  most  low-clansmen,  whose  republicanism 
reliable  men,  officials  and  non-  would  have  insisted  on  an  equal  divi- 
officials.  The  ultimatum  was  a  sion  of  the  money  already  bestowed 
brutum  ftdmen  ;  and  if,  by  some  amongst  all.  Although  in  reality 
mischance,  the  Government  terms  a  poor  little  comedy  was  being 
had  leaked  out  amongst  the  Shi-  performed,  the  uninitiated  specta- 
ranis,  they  would  know  that  it  was  tor  would  have  thought  the  pro- 
such.  Having  been  required  to  ceedings  grave  and  serious  enough 
accomplish  in  a  few  weeks  a  work  for  a  tragedy, 
for  which  months  should  have  been  Some  readers  may  think  that  it 
allowed,  the  stake  played  was  worth  was  undignified  on  the  part  of  a 
the  risk  run.  Whilst  my  men  were  responsible  political  officer  to  stoop 
in  thehiUs,!  lived  months  in  days,  tofintsse  and  underhand  diploma- 
so  intense  was  my  anxiety.  About  cy  in  order  to  effect  tiie  object  in 
the  evening  of  the  fourth  day,  two  view.  No  doubt  it  would  have 
horsemen  came  hurrying  in  to  say  been  more  dignified  had  Govern- 
that  the  tribal  representative  coun-  ment  simply  announced  to  the 
oil  would  reach  next  morning.  In  Shiranis  that  a  strongly  escorted 
they  came,  most  of  them  on  foot,  survey-party  would  enter  their 
some  on  horseback,  about  100  in  hills  and  ascend  the  Takht,  and 
all.  that  if  any  resistance  was  offered  it 
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would  be  forcibly  overcome  ;  but  He  told  them  the  truth.     Not  a 

that  if,  as  was  expected,  help  was  man   believed  him.     He  was  dis- 

given,  the  tribe  would  be   hand-  credited  and  distrusted  from  that 

Boroely  rewarded.     If  at  the  same  hour,  as  all  thought  that  he  and 

time  a  regiment  had  been  sent  to  his  tribe  had   been  bought  over^ 

Dr^band,  the  Shiranis  would  have  and  would  betray  them. 

Been  that  Government  would  stand  But  to  return  to  Takht-i-Suliman 

no   trifling — would    have   at   once  affairs. 

bowed  to  the  inevitable,  and  have  When  the  number  of  hostages 
striven  by  good  service  to  make  had  been  agreed  to,  and  a  route 
what  money  they  could  out  of  the  fixed,  which  was  known  to  be  the 
expedition.  Government,  however,  easiest  though  most  circuitous,  and 
was  constrained,  owing  to  the  non-  was  supposed  to  have  drinkable 
interference  policy  which  was  again  water  at  convenient  stages,  the 
supreme,  to  lay  down  the  prelim-  question  of  carriage  was  discussed, 
inary  conditions  it  imposed  as  to  I  was  prepared  for  disappointment, 
tribal  consent  and  the  surrender  and  already  making  other  arrange- 
of  hostages.  The  shortness  of  the  ments.  It  was,  however,  advisable 
time  allowed  for  making  arrange-  to  throw  the  odium  of  failing  to 
ments  gave  me  no  choice  but  to  take  advantage  of  a  seemingly 
act  as  I  did.  tJntil  convinced  reasonable  ofrer  on  the  Shiranis. 
that  force  is  about  to  be  used,  an  The  offer  was  accordingly  made. 
Afghan  tribe  is  as  dilatory  and  They  met  it  bv  asking  exorbitant 
evasive  as  the  Porte  in  either  con-  terms  and  raising  absurd  diffi- 
elading  or  carrying  out  an  arrange-  culties.  Thus  one  greybeard  boldly 
ment  not  entirely  to  its  own  liking,  asserted  that  their  oxen  were  so 
Even  when  force  is  used,  finesse  is  self-willed  that  unless  each  animal's 
often  required.  In  the  Umbeyla  tail  was  twisted  by  its  particular 
campaign  of  1863,  in  which  a  com-  owner  it  would  lie  down.  Was  I 
bination  of  tribes  defied  a  force  of  then  prepared  to  feed  2000  Shir- 
6000  of  our  troops  for  two  months,  anis?  I  closed  matters  by  reply- 
and  co8t  us  a  loss  of  900  men,  the  ing  sharply  that  I  would  not  have 
coalition  was  not  broken  up  until  such  useless  animals  at  all.  They 
mutual  distnist  was  sown  amongst  had  been  given  the  chance  of 
the  leaders  of  the  enemy  by  vari-  making  many  thousand  rupees, 
ous  devices,  one  of  which,  for  its  but  as  they  had  failed  to  appre- 
simplieity  and  success,  deserves  ciate  it,  their  enemies  the  Nasar 
mention.  Instead  of  receiving  a  Powindahs  would  be  employed, 
deputation  publicly,  the  political  The  fact  was,  I  had  become  con- 
officer  sent  for  the  leading  chief  vinced  that  the  General's  objec- 
alone  into  his  tent,  and  told  him  tions  to  Shirani  carriage  were  in- 
to sit  down.  The  chief  did  so,  superable.  By  employing  them  he 
whereupon  the  political  officer,  had  pointed  out  that  we  should  be 
without  saying  another  word,  went  at  their  mercy  at  any  time.  The 
on  with  his  writing  for  twenty  Nasars,  could  they  be  persuaded 
minutes  or*  so,  and  then  looking  for  their  own  profit  to  undertake 
up  remarked  to  the  chief,  "  I  hope  the  work,  would  do  it  well.  They 
your  parrot  is  well  ? "  and  dis-  are  a  leading  clan  amongst  a 
missed  him.  great  tribe  of  warrior  traders  and 
On  his  rejoining  the  other  mem-  graziers,  collectively  known  as 
bers  of  the  deputation,  they  asked  i^owindahs,  who  for  centuries  past 
him  to  narrate  what  had  happened,  have  led  the  life  they  are  leaaing 
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to  this  day.  In  tlie  hot  weather  with  the  produce  of  Khorasan, 
they  sojourn  in  Afghan  Khorasan,  were  being  hurried  on  to  one  or 
and  every  autumn  iight  their  way  other  of  tlie  Indian  markets.  As 
down  through  the  passes  into  India  to  plaincaraels,  male  and  female, 
through  Dera  Ismail  Khan,  bring-  their  feet  would  be  too  soft  for 
ing  with  them  the  products  of  their  the  rough  work  which  had  to  be 
own  hills — grapes,  almonds,  dried  done.  Thus  it  was  I  had  to  fall 
fruits,  dye  materials,  drugs,  &c.  back  on  female  hill-camels,  pro- 
They  leave  their  women,  children  vided  the  owners  would  readily 
and  she-camels  in  the  different  come  to  terms  with  me.  Horse- 
grazing  tracts,  both  cis-  and  trans-  men  had  been  sent  round  to  the 
Indus,  and  carry  their  merchandise  different  Nasar  camps  in  the  dis- 
all  over  India.  As  the  spring  ad-  trict  to  summon  the  headman  of 
vances,  they  return  as  they  came,  each  to  Drikband.  Though,  like 
taking  back  with  them  Manchester  all  Afghans,  stern  republicans  in 
and  Indian  made  piece-goods,  tea,  principle,  the  dangers  of  their 
Ac.  The  Nasars  were  then  daily  armual  march  to  and  from  India, 
streaming  down  through  the  Gonial  through  the  lands  of  hostile  tribes, 
Pass  into  the  district.  They  are  compel  each  section  to  adopt  a 
very  independent  men,  will  not  rude  discipline  and  obey  the  man 
tolerate  bullying,  and  will  only  whom  the  common  voice  affirms  to 
work  for  others,  no  matter  what  be  the  bravest  and  ablest  leader, 
the  pecuniary  inducement,  when  It  is  thus  easier  to  deal  with 
so  inclined.  An  attempt  four  and  Nasars  than  with  most  independ- 
a  half  years  before  to  coerce  them  ent  Afghans.  Their  chiefs  re- 
into  hiring  and  selling  their  camels  sponded  promptly  to  the  summons, 
to  Government  for  service  during  Their  greatest  chief  was  named 
the  late  Afghan  war  had  caused  a  Abdullah  Khan,  the  grandson  of 
riot,  in  which  a  brother  of  their  a  leader  who,  thirty-six  years 
chief  was  killed,  and  had  all  but  before,  after  defying  the  Sikhs 
driven  them  into  joining  the  Mah-  for  years,  fought  the  late  Colonel 
suds  and  our  own  rebellious  sab-  Sir  Herbert  (then  Lieutenant)  £d- 
jects  in  the  disturbances  then  oc-  wardes  close  to  that  very  place, 
earring.  The  great  advantage  of  This  Abdullah  Khan's  brother  had 
using  Nasar  camels  as  carriage  lay  been  killed  there,  as  already  men- 
in  the  fact  that  their  usually  spongy  tioned,  four  and  a  half  years  before, 
feet  were  hardened  by  years  of  hill-  Abdullah  Kh&n  himself  had  been 
climbing,  and  that  their  owners  since  treated  with  a  certain  amount 
were  armed  men,  accustomed  to  of  suspicion.  To  gain  him  over 
hold  their  own  against  all  comers,  was  a  necessity.  I  determined  to 
Amongst  disadvantages  was  their  treat  him  frankly, — told  him  the 
excessive  independence  and  touchi-  strait  I  was  in,  and  that  I  ex- 
cess, and  the  doubt  whether  their  pected  he  would  do  his  best  to 
she-camels,  many  of  them  great  help,  so  that  bygones  might  be 
with  young,  could  endure  the  wear  forgotten  ;  and,  "  what  is  more,'* 
and  tear  of  hill-climbing  over  sharp  I  said,  "let  your  clan  do  their 
limestone  rocks,  each  carrying  work  well,  and  I'll  introduce  yoa 
nearly  400  lb.  of  supplies  on  her  to  the  Lord  Sahib  (Lieutenant- 
back.  There  was  no  hope  that  Governor),  and  get  you  a  dress  of 
the  Nasars  would  be  willing  to  honour,  and,  still  greater  honour — 
hire  out  their  male  camels  on  any  a  chair." 
terms,  as  all  such,  heavily  loaded  The  man's  handsome  Jewish  fea- 
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tares  gleamed  with  pleasure  at  the  lair,  yagaely  engaffing  to  meet  as 
anticipated    reward,   and    yet  he  on  the  Takht  itself, 
bagffled  for  something  more.  On  the  19th  we  made  our  first 
**  Would  I  also   let    his  camels  march  into  the  hills.     We  entered 
graze  nearer  the  border  than  here-  with  nearly  1700  fighting  men  and 
tofore?"  he  asked.  700  followers,  including  400  Nasar 
"  No ;  I  could  not  do  that.**  camel-men.     We  carried  15  days' 
'^  Well,  then,  might  their  graz-  supplies  and  stores  on  1100  camels 
ing-ground   be   changed    to    such  and  800  mules.      Of  the  camels 
and  such  a  ground  ?  ^  about  500  were  loaded  with  bhooaa^ 
^*  Yes,"  I  said  at  once.    '^  I  would  or  chopped  straw,  than   which   a 
agree  to  that."  more    wasteful,  bulky,   and   alto- 
Having  come  to  terms  with  him,  gether  inconvenient  load  for  hill 
a  bosiness-like  agreement  was  soon  campaigning  is  inconceivable.   The 
made   with   the    other    headmen,  route  by  which  the  General  had 
was    reduced    into    writing,    and  determined  to  ascend  the  Takht 
solemnly  marked  or  sealed  by  each  was  a  very  circuitous  one.     We 
man.     Illiterate  though  they  were,  were  to  pierce  the  range  by  the 
that  last  little  ceremony  literally  Zao  Pass,  about  thirty  miles  north 
sealed  the    compact,  and    bound  of    the    Takht,  and    then    work 
them  more  strongly  to  their  en«  round    its    flank    to  a.  reported 
gagement    than    if     half-a-dozen  spring  and  goat  path  called  JPazai. 
constables  had    been    sent    back  After  ten  months    of  continuous 
with  each  of  them.     It  had  been  drought,  so  bare  and  parched  was 
the  same  with  the  Shirani  Jtrga  the  country  that  herbage  was  very 
(tribal  council).    Though  none  of  scanty    and  springs  and  streams 
them  could   read  or  write,  a  for-  were  either    dried    up   or    sadly 
mal  compact  had  been  drawn  up  shrunken.      The    success    of  the 
and  subscribed.  expedition   depended  on  the  Pazai 
Everything  being  in  train,  I  re-  spring  being  found  at  the  place  at 
turned  to  Dera  Ismail  Khan  great-  which  I  supposed  it  to  be,  and  on 
ly  relieved  in  mind,  and  informed  its  having  a  sufficiency  of   water 
the   junior    conspirator    that  our  for  our  wants.     As  all  ray  infor- 
plans  were  on  the  point  of  realisa-  mation  was  that  of  a  few  untrust- 
tion.     She,  however,  faint-hearted-  'jvorthy   spies   and  Shiranis,  there 
ly  seceded,  and  openly  declared  that  was  no  certainty  that  I  had  cor- 
she  wished  "  this  dangerous  expe-  rectly   diagnosed   the  truth  from 
dition  would  be   countermanded."  their  conflicting  statements. 
On  November  15th  I  returned  to  The  second  march  brought  us  to 
Draband,    and    there    received    a  the  mouth  of  the   Zao   Pass.     A 
message  from  Jamal,  the  chief  of  few  of  us  pushed  on  through   it. 
the  Khyderzai  section  of  the  Shir-  Before  we  had  gone  half  a  mile,  a 
anis — the    nest   of  irreconcilables  waterfall,  compelled  us  to  abandon 
who  inhabited  the  higher  slopes  of  our  horses   and  proceed  on    foot, 
the  great  mountain,  and  lived  by  Obstacle  the  first  was  formidable, 
plunder  and  grazing.     This  Jamal  and  would  certainly  delay  progress 
informed  me  that  he  and  his  men  some   hours.     Further   on,   a   low 
would  come  in  on  condition  that  I  overhanging  rock  above  our  heads 
agree<l  to  help  him  with  men  and  promised  to  knock  off  th^  camel- 
arms  to   take  veng^ence  on  certain  loads  ;   whilst    under  our    feet  a 
enemies  of  his.     His  conditions  be-  polished   ledge,    over   which    the 
ing  refused  he   went  back  to  his  stream  flowed,  made  it  certain  that 
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camels  and  horses  would  here  slip  rocks  which  would  have  to  be  shat- 

and    fall.      Obstacle    the    second  tered  with  gunpowder,  guns  could 

looked  forbidding  enough  to  stop  traverse    it   without   difficulty.     I 

the  whole  force  for  a  day  or  more,  have  no  doubt  we  were  all  very 

Again   we  went  on — the  pass  be-  depressed  as  we  sat   on  the  top  of 

coming   narrower    and    narrower,  that   awful    rock,  and    longed   for 

until  it  would  [have  been    impos-  the  dynamite  or  blasting  powder, 

sible    for    two    horsemen    to    ride  and     the   tools   and    the    sappers 

abreast  in  it.     On  either  side  rose  which  should  have   been    with  us, 

almost  perpendicular  walls  of  rock  but  were  not.     I    was  the  first   to 

to    a   height   of    over   1000   feet,  speak. 

Half-a-dozen  men  at  the  summit  "  Well,  can  it  be  done?"  Tasked, 
of  either  cliff  could,  by  tilting  over  "  It's  not  an  easy  business  ;  but 
boulders  and  dropping  down  stones,  it  has  to  be  done,  and  it  must  be 
close  the  road  to  the  whole  force,  done,"  was  the  soldier-like  reply  of 
until  the  heights  on  either  side  the  General's  Chief  of  the  Staff,'  a 
could  be  crossed,  and  that  would  Highlander  and  great  skikari,  and 
have  been  a  work  of  a  day  or  therefore  a  splendid  hill-walker, 
more.  At  last,  after  passing  many  We  got  back  to  camp  about  dark, 
nasty  spots,  through  which  it  That  night  a  halt  for  the  morrow 
seemed  unlikely  that  the  bhoosa-  was  ordered  and  arrangements 
loaded  camels  would  be  able  to  *were  made  for  sending  out  all 
squeeze  without  losing  their  loads,  available  men  in  working-partiea 
we  came  to  Dabarrah — L  c,  "  the  by  dawn  next  day.  From  General 
rock" — and  scrambled  up  and  over  downwards  there  was  gloom  on 
it  with  difficulty.  Obstacle  the  every  face  ;  and  but  that  the  re- 
last  seemed  to  bar  further  progress  corded  opinion  of  two  military 
altogether.  A  square  mass  of  experts  coincided  with  that  of  my 
limestone,  full  40  feet  in  diameter,  native  informants  as  to  the  char- 
had  many  years  before  fallen  from  acter  of  the  defile,  I  should  pro- 
above,  and  jammed  between  the  bably  have  been  roundly  blamed 
walls  of  the  defile,  a  foot  or  two  for  the  inaccuracy  of  my  intelli- 
from  the  ground.  The  action  of  gence.  On  such  occasions  the 
water  had  gradually  filled  up  its  political  officer  is  always  the  scape- 
self-made  bed  above  the  fallen  goat  at  the  time,  though  justice 
rock,  over  one  of  whose  now  is  generally  done  him  afterwards, 
rounded  sides  the  little  stream  The  whole  of  the  next  day  waa 
broke  in  a  pretty  cascade.  On  spent  in  bridge-making,  road-mak- 
the  other  side  the  curve  of  the  ing,  ramping,  and  endeavouring  to 
rock  inward,  and  a  corresponding  blow  off  two  awkward  corners  of 
concavity  in  the  face  of  the  cliff,  the  Dabarrah  rock  with  saluting- 
would  give  a  camel  a  width  of  powder,  for  we  had  no  other  ex- 
5  feet  clear,  could  a  ramp  be  made  plosives. 

of  sufficient  height  for  the  purpose.  "A  pocketful  of  dynamite  car- 
Natives  called  this  the  easiest  trid^es  would  have  wrought  magia 
pass  through  the  range  in  Shirani  there,"  said  the  colonel  of  a  pioneer 
country.  Two  military  officers,  regiment,  whom  a  love  of  adven- 
who  had  pluckily  reconnoitred  lure  had  induced  to  join  what  he 
through  it  some  years  before,  had  called  the  Takht  "  picnic." 
enthusiastically  reported  that  but  *'  Yes  ;  it  would  have  let  the 
for  the  one  obstacle  of  the  Dabarrah  bhoosa  through   without  unloading 

1  Colonel  MacLean,  C.B. 
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to-morrow,  and  have  left  an  ever-  and  made  to  sit,  and  then  reloaded, 

lasting  monument  of    our  power  The  camel  is  rightly  considered  the 

for  all  Central    Asia,"    some  one  most    malodorous,  unintelligent, 

remarked.  and  unattachable  brute  yet  subju- 

As  the  Dabarrah  rock   is  known  gated  to  man's  uses,  and  certainly 

to  most  Powindahs,  and  they  travel  the  vast  majority    of  them  were 

annually  backwards  and  forwards  provokingly  stupid  and    cowardly 

in  tens   of  thousands   between  all  before  that  Dabarrah  rock.    But  a 

parts  of  Khorasan  and  India,  and  score  or  so  quite  belied   their  evil 

even  as   far  as    Bokhara,  the    re-  reputations.     Those  few  seemed  to 

moval  of  the  rock  would  have  been  tatce  in  the   situation  at  a  glance, 

noised  abroad  to  our  credit  through  calmy  walked  up  the  lower  part  of 

Central  Asia.     The  Zao  defile,  up  the  ramp,   which  was  an   inclined 

to  some  seventy  or   eighty  years  plane,  until  they  came  to  that  por- 

ago,    was  the    safest    and  easiest  tion  which,  owing  to  its  steepness 

caravan  route    through    the  Suli-  had  been  made  like  a  stair  in  steps, 

man  range  on  this  border  ;  but  the  Here  each  intelligent  animal  knelt 

fall  of  the  great  rock  has  almost  down,  thus  keeping  her  load  fairly 

closed  it.  on  the  horizontal,  and  pushed  her- 

That  evening  the  road  was  re-  self  up,  step  by  step,  by  her  ex- 
ported to  be  practicable.  Although  tended  hind-legs.  The  passage  of 
there  was  hardlv  any  moon,  the  that  Dabarrah  rock  tooK  twenty- 
Nasar  carriers  volunteered  to  march  six  hours,  the  troops  working  by 
through  with  their  loads  during  the  relays  at  it  in  splendid  style  up  to 
night.  They  did  their  best.  About  10  p.m.,  and  recommencing  next 
300  camels  were  through  by  eight  day  at  4  a.m.  When  the  last  load 
on  the  following  morning,  but  those  was  through,  our  satisfaction  was 
clumsy  6Aoo«a-Toads  stuck.  When  intense.  We  now  all  looked  for- 
I  pushed  on  in  the  early  morning,  wards  hopefully  to  the  accomplish- 
hoping  against  hope  to  be  able  to  ment  of  our  undertaking,  although 
return  with  a  line  clear  report  to  we  knew  that  the  unexpected  check 
the  General,  I  found  a  jam  of  in  the  past  had  seriously  reduced 
camels  and  Moo^a-loads  in  several  our  supplies,  and  that  there  were 
places,  and  the  Nasars  sitting  help-  many  days  of  hard  work  in  front 
lessly  by  warming  their  numbed  of  us  before  we  could  return.  If 
fingers  round  little  fires  they  had  the  clouds  would  hold  off  for  a 
made.  There  was  no  help  for  it.  fortnight  more,  and  that  Pazai 
Another  halt  was  ordered,  and  all  spring  should  not  prove  a  myth, 
that  day  sepoys  and  officers  toiled  we  must  succeed.  We  were  now 
like  navvies  at  piece-work  in  nego-  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  Snliman 
tiating  camels  and  loads,  step  oy  range,  with  only  ten  days  supplies 
step,  up  that  grim  cleft  of  a  pass,  in  oand,  and  completely  cut  off 
until  they  jammed  again  below  the  from  all  communication  with  Bri- 
ramp  which  led  to  the  narrow  ish  territory  by  that  awful  defile 
opening  between  the  Dabarrah  which  a  few  hours  of  rain  or  a 
rock  and  the  cliff.  Many  of  the  dozen  resolute  men  could  absolute- 
camels  were  unloaded  at  the  foot  ly  close  against  all  comers  for  a 
of  the  ramp,  and  one  by  one  couple  of  days  at  least.  However, 
hustled  through  by  a  score  of  onwards  was  the  word.  A  long 
sepoys,  pulling,  pusning,  and  half  march  brought  us  to  a  deep  basin 
lifting  them;  their  loads  were  then  in  the  hills  immediately  below  the 
carried  up  by  the  sepoys;  the  ter-  northern  peak  of  theTakht,  which 
rified    animals  were  next  caught,  pierced    the    thin    air  6000   feet 
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above  un  like  the  point  of  a  rusty  By  degrees  all  came  back  but  one 
lance.  The  camp  was  pitched  at  — the  only  mounted  police  orderly 
the  hoad  of  a  cleft  in  the  main  I  had  taken  with  mo.  The  Gen- 
range,  down  whici)  rushed  in  a  eral  and  some  other  oflScers,  well 
series  of  waterfalls  and  rapids  the  escorted,  now  went  forward  to  re- 
Drilband  Z-hn  river,  now  reduced  to  connoitre,  and  soon  found  tbe  poor 
about  the  volume  of  a  small  trout-  fellow  hacked  to  pieces.  The 
stream.  Next  day  we  marclied  al-  route  lay  up  the  tortuous  bed  of 
most  due  south,  skirting  the  Takht.  a  strong  nullah  or  torrent.  Here 
The  route  lay  up  the  bed  of  the  and  there  a  little  dampness  in  tbe 
Driiband  river.  Many  of  us  were  ground  indicated  the  presence  of 
now  not  quite  so  festive  as  we  had  water  ;  narrower  ana  narrower 
been  a  few  days  before.  The  hot  grew  the  nullah,  and  yet  there 
sun  by  day,  the  freezing  nights,  was  no  water.  The  pent-up  ex- 
but  more  especially  the  bad  water  citement  of  those  minutes  was 
we  had  been  drink mg,  began  now  intense — to  me  at  least  :  on  the 
to  make  head  and  stomach  a  little  finding  of  a  living  spring  depended 
sick.  The  water  at  our  last  camp  the  success  or  failure  of  the  ex- 
had  been  very  peculiar.  It  drew  pedition — credit  or  discredit  to 
the  mouth  and  throat  a  little  when  myself.  On  we  went.  Suddenly 
drunk,  much  as  "  very  dry,"  and  we  saw  a  little  small  puddle,  and 
probably  very  much  alumed,  sherry  heard  the  delicate  and  delicious 
does;  but  when  put  on  the  table  music  of  water  trickling  over  peb- 
with  meat  and  tinned  vegetables,  bles.  On  we  pushed,  and  there, 
as  soup,  it  was  positively  undrink-  sure  enough  was  a  tiny  spring  at 
able.  The  taste  was  bitter  as  the  very  head  of  the  nullah,  gush- 
quinine,  ing  out  of  the  rock. 

We  were  now  opposite  the  place  "  With  careful    troughing    and 

of  ascent.  The  main  mass,  hitherto  guarding  it  will  be  enough  for  the 

to  east,  north,  and  west  apparently  whole  force,"   was  the   dictum   of 

an  unscalable  natural  fortress,  with  the  General.      As  if  conscious  of 

scarped   precipitous    sides,   thous-  our  success,    the    hidden    enemy 

ands  of  feet  in  depth,  here  threw  above  us — for  by    this  time   we 

out  a  little  spur  towards  our  camp,  knew  that  the   passage     of    that 

as   it   were   a  buttress    for    self-  nasty-looking  knife-eage   was    to 

support.     Though  very  steep,  the  be  disputed — fired  off  some  twenty 

ascent  of  the  first  two  miles    was  or  thirty  shots,   and   precipitated 

clearly  easy  enough  ;  but  beyond,  some   huge  holders,  which  rever- 

our  glasses  could  only  distinguish  berated  grandly  as  they  rolled  and 

a  sort   of   knife-edge,   with    here'  leapt  down  into   a  deep   basin   on 

and    there   pine-trees     in   groups,  our  left.     Next   day   the  General 

and    singly   contorted    rocks   and  moved  camp  to  the  Pazai   spring, 

black-lookmg  chasms.      This  was  and  we  made  ourselves  as  safe  and 

the   Pazai,   or  '^  woman's   nose  "  comfortable  as   the  confined   and 

path.     But  where  was  the  spring?  sloping  nature  of  the  ground  would 

It  had    not    yet  been    found.      I  permit. 

had    sent   on   some    of    my   best  Some   of  us    amused  ourselves 

scouts  and  spies  to   look  for    it.  during  the  afternoon  by  watching 

Presently  we  heard  several   shots  through  our  glasses  the  mountain 

fired,  and  soon  after  some  of  my  fanatics,   who  had   assembled    to 

men  were  seen  running  back,  wild  oppose  our  ascent.       To   get    at 

with  excitement  and  full  of  wilder  them  we  had  to  traverse  between 

stories  of  attack  and  destruction,  two  and  three  miles,  with   a  rise 
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of  fully  4500  feet.     They  showed  there  was  masic  to  the  ear  in  the 

themselves  freely  on  the  sky-line,  '*  going  in  the  tree-tops,"  and  sweet 

lounging  about  with  their  match-  scents  for  the  nostrils  in  the  wild 

locks  in  their  hands.      Sometimes  thyme   and   other  fragrant  herbs 

a  dozen  or  more  would  be  seized  and   plants   about   our   feet ;   and 

with  a  dancing  frenzy,  flash  their  the  still  blazing  log-fires — ringed 

talwars,  and  whirl  round  like  the  round   by   the   footprints    of   the 

spinning  dervishes  at   Constantin-  enemy,    who    had   spent    part   of 

ople.      We  could  distinctly    hear  the  night  in  the  performances  of 

them  felling  trees,  and   now  and  circular    war-dances — were   ready 

again    the    dull    thud    of    falling  for  our  fry-pans.      What  a  picnic 

rocks  and  stones  proved  that  they  breakfast  that  was  !      Never  were 

were  still  intrenching   their  posi-  frizzling  bacon,  tinned  butter,  and 

tion.     As  night  closed  in,  the  crest  unleavened  cakes  more  appetising 

was   lit    up   by    a    hundred    log-  or  more  largely  consumed.  Water, 

fires.  however,  was  at  a  premium  ;  we' 

Strong  though  the  position  was,  were   still   nine    miles    from    the 

the  defence  was  weak.    The  attack  northern  peak,  the  route  to  which 

was  well  planned  and  carried  out,  lay   through    a    weird,    waterless 

and  deserved  a  less  feeble  resist-  depression,  impracticable  for  mules, 

ance.      As   usual    in  Asiatic  war-  because  of  the  terrible  fissures  and 

fare,  success  was  due  to  a  turning  chasms  which  cracked  its  surface 

movement.     So  well  was  this  man-  in  all  directions.     As  to  Solomon's 

aged,  that  within  a  few  minutes  of  Throne,  there  it  was  almost  directly 

the  front  attack  opening  fire,  the  in  front,  quite  three  miles  north  of 

rattle   of   independent    rifle-firing  the  position  generally  assigned  to 

was  heard    from    a   ridge  behind  it ;  and  there  too  was  the  Survey 

the  enemy's  highest    breastwork.  Southern  Station — fixed  in  antici- 

and   all    opposition    soon    melted  pation   from    several    stations    in 

away.      Oaaly    enough    the    first  British  territory — seemingly  inao- 

body  found   was   that   of  Jam&l,  cessible,  but  even,  if  not  so  useless 

the  Khyderzai  chief,  who  had,  ten  for  survey  purposes  as  the  ridge 

days   before,   vaguely    announced  we   were   on,  interposed  between 

that  he   would   meet    me  on   the  it    and     the     hitherto     unknown 

Takht.     He  had   kept    his   word,  regions  westwards. 
The  seizure  of  their   spring,   and        I  returned  to  camp  in  the  after- 

the  flight  of  the  moola/is  before  noon.     That  morning  before  dawn 

a  shot  had  been  fired,  had  taken  I  had  gone  round  amongst  the  dif- 

all  heart  out  of  the  enemy.     The  ferent   "  friendly  "  Shirani  chiefs 

few  wounded  picked  up,  as  soon  with  us,  and  tried  to  induce  some 

as    assured    that    they  would  not  of  them  to  act  as  guides,  but  every 

be  killed,  cursed  their   priests  for  man  had  some  excuse.     Some  were 

inciting  them  to  oppose  the  Sarkar  in  such  a  dead  slumber  that  I  could 

AnffreZj  and  showed  in  many  ways  not  wake  them  with  my  boot;  some 

their  gratitude  for  the  kind  treat-  were  sulky, — we   ought    to    wait 

ment   they    were    receiving,    and  another  day,  (.to  eat  up  more  of  our 

repented  much  of   their   folly    in  fast-failing   supplies  ?)  and  send  a 

fighting.     By   8.30    a.m.    we  had  deputation  up  with  the  Koran,  and 

all  clambered  over  the  last  breast-  persuade  the  mountaineers  to  come 

work,  and   were  inside  the  Khy-  down  peaceably.     Some  said  there 

derzai   position,   in    amongst    the  was  no  road  ;  some  professed  to  be 

pine-trees   and    wild  roses,  rather  suffering  from  colic,  and  unable  to 

dry  and  brown  certainly  ;  but  'still  move,    in  fact,  all  made  excuses  ; 
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and  with  much  difiiculty  two  poor  quantity  of  water  had  been  con- 
men  were  at  last  found,  and  pro-  veyed  in  skins  to  the  position  taken 
mised  fifty  rupees  each  if  they  did  from  the  Khyderzais,  since  desig- 
well.  The  day  before,  too,  I  had  nated  the  Pazai  Bivouac,  to  war- 
noticed  that  our  Nasar  camel-men  rant  a  push  being  made  for  the 
were  more  independent  than  usual;  summit  of  the  Suliman  ranee. 
they  were  less  obliging  ;  refused  to  That  peak  was  still  nine  miles 
lend  or  sell  their  water-skins,  or  distant ;  and  although  the  route 
pretended  they  had  none  ;  showed  looked  level  enough  from  our  eyrie, 
no  pleasure  when  addressed,  or  reconnaissaitce  proved  that  it  was 
alacrity  to  do  anything.  bisected  by  numerous  ravineswhich 

"  Are   we    to    halt    to-morrow,  mules  could  not  cross.     The  true 

Sahib  ?  "  said   one  of  them  to  me  Takht— Solomon's  Throne— seemed 

the  day  before.  in  the  clear  atmosphere  only  a  mile 

"  Yes  ;  but  some  of  us  are  going  or   two  away,    W.N.W.  from  us, 

up  there,"  I  replied,  pointing  to  the  right  across  the  valley.    We  could 

line  of  watch-nres  on  the  crest  of  distinguish  a  pathway  and  a  stick 

the  mountain.  with  a  rag  attached  to  it,  imme- 

"  Not  to-morrow,  Sahib,  I  am  diately  below  which  was  the  wish- 
sure,"  was  the  confident  answer.  fulfilling  seat — a  mere  ledge  in  a 

Both  Nasars  and  Shiranis  evi-  cleft  of  the  rock.  Here  it  was  that 
dently  expected  that  we  should  King  Solomon — so  the  legend  ran 
negotiate,  or  that  there  would  be  — more  than  2000  years  before,  had 
delay  in  taking  such  an  ugly  place  ;  listened  to  the  prayer  of  his  Indian 
and,  no  doubt,  the  expectation  was  bride,  and,  alighting  from  his  air- 
father  to  the  thought.  Though  borne  chariot,  had  sat  with  the 
non-ofiicial  India  is  on  the  whole  weeping  girl  on  that  ledge,  as  she 
well  disposed  to  the  British  rdj,  cast  one  last  fond  look  towards  the 
it  nevertheless  rejoices  when  we  plains  of  Hindustan.  Since  that 
suffer  checks  or  even  disasters  ;  time  the  spot  has  been  sacred — 
and  this  feeling  is  naturally  much  first  as  a  purely  Hindu  shrine,  and 
stronger  amongst  "  friendly"  f ron-  then,  after  the  collapse  of  Hindu- 
tier  tribes  than  British  subjects.  ism   in   those  regions,  before   the 

As   I  re-entered  camp,  the  Na-  triumphant  advance  of  Islam,  as  a 

sars  everywhere  rose  and  saldmedy  holv  place  for  both   Hindus   and 

and    came    forward    and    offered  Mohammedans   alike.     Gratifying 

smiling     congratulations,     water-  though    it  would  have    been    to 

skins,  wood,  grass,  and  anything  some  of  us  to  have  sat  where  the 

they  had  or  could  get.  The  "friend-  many-wived  Israelitish  monarch  is 

ly"  Shiranis  were  positively  enthu-  fabled  to  have  rested  with  his  dark- 

siastic,  and   thanked   God   that  a  skinned  bride,  the  spot  being  im- 

score  of  those  hill-robbers  had  been  practicable  as  a  survey-station,  and 

killed.     "  What  fools,"  they  kept  there  being  no  time  to  spare,   no 

on  vociferating,  "  to  fight  against  attempt   was  made   to    reach    it. 

the  Sarkar  Ajigrez!     What  a  pity  Surveyors,  followers,  and  escort — 

their   mooki/is  had  not    all    been  250    sepoys   armed   and    250   un- 

killed  !  "  &c.,  &c.  The  colic-smitten  armed,     carrying     water,    cooked 

were  all  well  now  ;  and  that  even-  rations,   and    bedding — halted  for 

ing  many  of  us  had   fresh  fowls  the  night  at  the  foot  of  the  shonl- 

and  fresh  eggs  to  dinner,  and  fresh  der  of  rock,  the  summit  of  which 

milk  for  our  coffee.  forms   the   highest  point   in    the 

It  was  not  until  1  p.m.  on  the  range.     It  was   a  b»eautiful  spot^ 

following    day    that    a    sufiicient  smooth  and  grassy,  amidst  a  forest 
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of  magnificent  pines.  Being  in  a  sound  sleep  at  night.  Some  went 
hollow,  and  having  a  vast  catch-  down  at  once,  but  the  majority  had 
ment-area  of  encircling  rock,  there  to  stand  fast.  The  indefatigable 
ought  to  have  been  wr.ter  in  R.  E.  major,  balked  of  placing  his 
plenty  ;  but  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  triumphant  theodolite  on  Solomon's 
previous  ten  months  of  drought  own  particular  seat,  insisted  upon 
had  dried  up  ponds  and  the  hid-  the  necessity  of  a  good  base-line, 
den  sources  of  springs.  That  night  and  therefore  of  a  southern  as  well 
was  spent  miserably  enough .  Sleep  as  a  northern  station.  He  had  his 
visited  few.  Each  man  kept  turn-  way  as  usual  ;  and  next  morning, 
ing  his  body  round  and  round,  like  strongly  escorted,  reshot  all  hi^ 
a  joint  on  a  spit  before  the  kitchen  points  from  a  suitable  peak  to  the 
fire,  according  as  the  part  affected  south  of  our  bivouac.  Whilst  he 
felt  frozen  or  roasted.  A  happy  was  so  employed,  the  sepoys  both 
mean  betwixt  heat  and  cold  was  warmed  and  amused  themselves  by 
impossible,  because  one  had  to  lie  lighting  large  bonfires.  A  herd  of 
on  the  lee  side  of  a  log-fire  or  markhor — the  chamois  of  the  lo- 
run  the  chance  of  being  roasted  cality — seemed  in  no  way  discon- 
to  death  or  suffocated.  Towards  certed  at  our  noisy  intrusion  upon 
morning  men  dozed  off,  and  the  sun  their  solitudes  ;  but  grazed  on  un- 
was  well  up  before  the  thawing  pro-  concernedly  immediately  below, 
cef s  was  sufiiciently  advanced  to  let  until  they  came  so  near  that  one 
the  most  active  prepare  breakfast,  could  have  dropped  a  stone  on  to 
The  inner  man  warmed  and  ren-  them.  Their  confidence  was  not 
ovated,  the  northern  peak  (11,300  misplaced,  as,  had  a  volley  been 
feet),  locally  called  Ubashta  Tzuka,  fired  at  them,  the  picket  at  the 
or  Juniper  Point,  from  a  presum-  Pazi  Bivouac  might  have  been 
ably  locus  a  non  lucendo  reason,  disturbed  ;  and  had  the  signaller 
was  scaled,  and  found  to  be  quite  there  flashed  down  to  the  General, 
easy  walking.  Though  the  view  "  Heavy  filing  in  survey  direction," 
discloeed  was  vast,  commanding  an  some  one  would  have  got  a  wig- 
area  of  more  than  40,000  square  ging  which  the  present  of  a  haunch 
miles,  it  was  disappointing.  On  all  of  venison  might  not  have  averted. 
aides,  except  directly  southwards  About  noon  a  cloud  was  observed 
along  the  dorsal  ridge  of  the  main  to  the  south,  an  unusual  sight  for 
range,  which  was  black  with  pine-  us.  It  seemed  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 
forests,  the  country  looked  like  a  deliver  some  message  with  which 
crumpled  sheet  of  brown  paper,  it  was  charged.  It  sailed  along 
with  here  and  there  a  glistering  towards  us,  skipping  from  peak  to 
atom  of  mica  on  it,  indicative  of  peak,  and  leaving  the  summit  of 
water.  However,  the  surveyor  was  each  covered  with  its  whitest  note- 
aatisfied.  He  managed  to  "  shoot"  paper.  It  reached  us  in  time,  and 
all  his  points,  and  that  was  the  delivered  its  message  in  the  same 
main  thing.  That  night  was  spent  polite  way,  softly,  silently.  The 
much  as  the  former  one,  and  next  message  was  easily  read.  All 
•evening,  towards  sunset,  the  Pazai  mountain-climbers  know  it  and 
Bivouac  was  reached  once  again,  obey.  It  ran — "  Time  up  ;  you 
There,  a  mile  below,  shone  the  must  vacate  my  preniises."  We 
white  tents  of  the  standing  camp,  did  so.  The  indefatigable  major 
with  all  the  luxuries  it  contained  shut  up  his  umbrella  and  grudging- 
— water  to  wash  in,  the  ^teaming  ly  grumbled  forth  :  "  I  have  done, 
fltewpan  with  its  savoury  contents,  it's  a  pity,  though,  I  missed  two 
and  the  delicious   certainty  of  a  points  over  Quetta." 
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llie  survey  reconnaissance  from  most  tattered  as  to  their  kuicker- 
the  Takbt  was  over.     None  of  us  bookers.    Neither  shoe- leather  nor 
were  sorry.     We  hastened  down,  human  skin  nor  woven  texture  of 
and,   without    rehictance,    turned  the  loom  had  been  proof  against 
our  backs    on   Solomon's   Throne  thesharpincisivenessof  the  jagged 
and  all  the  wild  glory  of  its  sur-  limestone  rockis  of  the  Takht. 
roundings, — the  long  grim  valley,  The   expedition   was  a  success. 
with  its  ghostly  silence,  its  myr-  The  proverbial  i^5(iZ  (good  fortune) 
iads  of  pines,  its  deep  fissures,  its  of  the  Sarkar  (Government)  car- 
fantastic  ridges,  and  its  rocky  pin-  ned  us  through  without  any  seri- 
nacles  on  either  hand.     All  hurried  ous  check.     When  we  started  we 
back   to   the    standing    camp,   to  were  heavily  handicapped.      The 
wash,  to  eat,  to  sleep,  to  feel  jolly  chances  of  opposition  in  the  Zao* 
over  arduous  work  well  done.  The  defile — of  rain  rendering  it  impass- 
genial  old  General  had  a  cheery  able  after  we  had  placed  ourselves 
word  for  all  those  whom  he  could  in  the  further  side,  of  exhaustion 
recognise  ;  for  four  days  and  nights  of  supplies,  and  of  the  drying  up 
spent  in  high  altitudes,  sleeping  in  of  the  Pazai  spring — were  all  con- 
the  smoke  of  log-fires  in  innocence  tingencies,  any  one  of  which  might 
of  soap  and  water,  had  so  begrimed  have    greatly     delayed    progress, 
some  of  his  ofiicers,  that  the  fair,  or  even  caused    total  failure,  but 
skinned  Englishman's  complexion  none    of    these    happened.      The 
was   hardly   distinguishable   from  season   was  against  us, — that  was 
that  of  his  Asiatic   brother,   the  our  only  piece  of  bad  luck.     Had 
hardy  patient  sepoy  of  Northern  the  expedition    been    ordered  for 
India.     The  rest  is  soon  told.     We  this  year  instead  of  last,  we  should 
were  all  impatient  to  get  back  to  have  been  in  clover.      This    cold 
civilisation  again.      ^Aoo^a-laden  weather  the  most  barren  bills  in 
camels  no  longer  kept   the  rear-  the  most  arid  tracks  of  the  Soli- 
guard  out  till  near  midnight.    Both  man  Mountain  and  regions  beyond 
bhoosa  and  other  supplies  were  fin-  are  knee-deep  in  grass.     The  rain- 
ished  now  ;  but  we  met  some  fresh  fall  of  the  late  hot  weather  haa 
supplies  on  the  way,  escorted  by  a  been  heavy,  well  distributed,  and 
motley   contingent   of  300  dirty,  general.    Towards  the  end  of  Jan- 
hungry-looking  Shiranis.  Our  luck  uary  last,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
hitherto  had  been  ^reat.     It  could  of  the  Punjab  marched  to  Dera 
not  fail  us  now.     If  rain  fell  be-  Ismail    Kh&n,  and  held  a  durbar 
fore  we  were  through  that  forbid-  there.     Amongst  those  introduced 
ding  Zao  defile,  we  might  yet  have  were   the    sectional    heads  of  the 
ajl  that  weary  work  of  roadmaking  Shiran!  tribe  and  Abdullah  Kh&n^ 
to  go  through  again,  and  be  de-  the  Nasar   leader,    who  has  been 
tained  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  mentioned   several    times   in   this 
pass  until  we  had  eaten  out  our  paperl     The  former  were  feasted 
fresh    stores    of    fiour    and  corn,  and  commended  for  services  faith- 
Luck,  however,  stuck  to  us.     No  fully  rendered,  and  the  latter  was 
rain  fell.     On  December  5th  last,  honoured  both   with  a  handsome 
we  re-entered  British  territory,  and  robe  of  honour  and  a  chair, 
two   days   afterwards   the   troops  So  ended  our  excursion,  which 
marched  back  into  cantonments  all  may  justly  be  regarded  as  a  remark- 
travel-stained,  many  shoeless,  and  able  episode  in  the  history  of  India.. 
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WITHIN  HIS  DANGER  : 

A  TAI.B   ^BOM  THE   CHINESE. 


You  stand  within  htl  danger,  do  you  not  ?  ** 

—Merchant  qf  Venice. 


'^  Hence  it  comes  to  pass  that  habit  of  these  noble  citizens  to  take 
when  men  return  home  [from  their  pleasure  on  the  lake  in  barges, 
Hang-chow]  they  say  they  have  which  reflect  in  their  bright 
been  to  the  City  of  Heaven,  and  decorations  and  luxurious  fittings 
their  only  desire  is  to  get  back  the  m^^retricious  beauty  of  their 
thither  as  soon  as  possible."  Thus  surroundings.  In  such  a  galley, 
wrote  Marco  Polo.  The  modem  one  glorious  evening  in  early 
Chinaman  breathing  the  same  autumn,  the  magistrate  of  Hang- 
enthusiastic  admiration  for  the  chow  was  taking  his  ease  at  the 
most  beautiful  city  in  Eastern  closeof  a  hard  day's  work,  and  by 
Asia,  says,  "See  Hang-chow  and  contact  with  the  fresh  breezes  of 
die  ;"  and  unless  we  are  to  suppose  heaven  was  seeking  to  rid  himself 
that  every  traveller  who  had  visited  of  the  taint  of  chicanery,  bribery, 
the  town  has  been  a  victim  to  and  intrigue  which  infected  every 
hallucinations,  there  are  few  spots  nook  and  corner  of  his  yamun. 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth  which  His  compag/tonde  voyage  w&sslMt 
surpass  in  bright  beauty  the  city  Tso,  an  old  resident  at  Hangchow, 
and  neighbourhood  of  Hangchow.  and  one  in  whose  judgment  the 
Earth,  sky,  and  water  there  combine  magistrate  placed  m  uch  confidence. 
to  form  one  of  the  most  lovely  Being  rich  and  independent,  he 
pieces  of  landscape-gardening  on  a  could  afford  to  hold  his  own  opin- 
eigantic  scale  that  it  is  possible  to  ions,  even  when  they  clashed  with 
imagine  ;  while  the  coloured  roofs  those  of  his  present  host ;  and 
of  the  fyamun  and  pagodas,  the  accustomed  as  the  magistrate  was 
countless  bridges  and  splendid  to  the  society  of  toadies,  it  was 
temples  of  the  city,  present  objects  refreshing  to  find  a  man  who  did 
of  man's  art  which  are  not  un-  not  hesitate  to  contradict  him  to 
worthy  of  their  natural  surround-  his  face.  The  evening  was  one 
ings.  Even  the  wondrous  beauty  rather  for  still  enjoyment  than  for 
of  the  lake  which  washes  the  much  talking,  and  for  some  min- 
westem  wall  of  the  city,  is  held  utes  not  a  word  had  been  spoken 
to  be  heightened  by  the  temples,  between  the  friends,  when,  on 
palaces,  and  pavilions  which  adorn  rounding  a  point  in  the  lake,  the 
the  islands  scattered  over  its  sur-  boat  sailed  into  view  of  the  house 
face;  while  all  around  it,  in  the  and  grounds,  famed  in  local  history 
words  of  the  Venetian  traveller,  as  being  the  most  beautiful  among 
which  are  as  true  now  as  they  were  the  beautiful,  and  as  having  de- 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  "  are  scended  in  the  Tseng  family  from 
erected  beautiful  palaces  and  man-  father  to  son  through  countless 
sions,   of   the    richest    and     most  generations. 

exquisite  structure  that  you    can        "  Well,"    said    the    magistrate, 

imagine,  belonging  to  the  nobles  of  after  gazing  long  and  admiringly  at 

the  city."  the  landscape,  **if  Iwere  not  the 

On  summer  evenings  it    is  the  magistrate  of  Hang-chow,  I  would 
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be  Mr.  Ts'eng.     What  an  enviable  Indeed  no  fairer  prospect  could  be 

lot  his  is  ! — young,  rich,  talented,  imagined,  and  as  the  autamn  sun 

the  husband  of  a  charming  wife,  if  sent  its  slanting  rays  through  the 

report  speaks  truly,  and  the  owner  waving   branches   of  the    willows 

of  such  a  lovely  house  and  gardens  and  oaks,  and  added  lustre  to  the 

as   those     yonder.     That     willow  blood-red  leaves  of  the  maples,  it 

clump  is   just  the  spot  where  Su  was  difficult  to  suppose  that  any-. 

Tungp'o  would  have  loved  to  have  thing  but  peace  and  content  could 

written  sonnets  ;  and  that  mass  of  reign  in  so  lovely  a  spot, 

waving  colour  is  enough  to  make  But  Tso  was   not  far  wrong  in 

Tsau   Fuhing  rise  from  his  grave  his  estimhte  of  Ts'eng's  character  ; 

and  seize  his  paint-brush  again.''  and  in  addition  to  the  bar  to  hap- 

**  I  don  t  deny,"  replied  Sir.  Tso  piness  presented  by  its  infirmities^ 
"  that  Ts'eng's  lot  has  fallen  to  him  there  was  one  dire  misfortune 
in  pleasant  places.  But  though  I  which  took  much  of  the  bri^htneM 
should  much  like  to  exchange  out  of  his  life.  Though  he  had 
possessions  with  him,  nothing  been  married  six  vears  he  had  bat 
would  induce  me  to  exhange  per.  one  child,  and  that  a  daughter, 
sonalities.  He  never  seems  really  It  was  true  that  he  was  devotedly 
happv.  His  is  one  of  those  timid  fond  of  the  little  Primrose,  as  he 
and  fearful  natures  which  are  al-  called  her,  but  nothing  could  make 
ways  either  in  the  depths  of  misery  up  to  him  for  the  f  aUure  of  a  son 
or  m  the  highest  of  spirits.  He  is  to  carry  on  the  succession  of  his 
so  sensitive  that  the  least  thing  name  and  fortune,  and  to  continue 
disturbs  him  ;  and  he  is  so  depend-  the  worship  at  the  family  graves, 
ent  on  outside  influences,  that  a  At  the  very  moment  that  the 
smile  or  a  frown  from  Fortune  magistrate  and  his  friend  were 
either  makes  or  mars  him.  And  passing  down  the  lake,  Ts'eng  and 
then,  between  ourselves,  I  have  my  his  wife.  Golden-lilies,  were  sitting 
doubts  as  to  his  scholarship.  It  is  in  a  pavilion,  which  stood  in  the 
true  that  he  passed  his  B.A.  ex-  midst  of  the  flower-garden,  sar- 
amination  with  honours,  but  it  did  rounded  by  a  profusion  of  blue 
so  happen  that  his  uncle  was  the  hydrangeas,  China  asters,  pome- 
chief  examiner  on  the  occasion  ;  granates,  citrons,  jasmines,  peonias^ 
and  though  I  don't  charge  either  honeysuckles,  and  other  flowers 
uncle  or  nephew  with  anything  indigenous  to  the  favoured  regions 
underhand,  yet  my  son  tells  me  of  Central  China,  watching  Prim- 
that  others  are  not  so  charitable."  rose  chasing  a  curly-coated  puppy 

'^  You  are  all,  I  think,  hard  on  along  the  crooked  paths  as  well  as 

our   friend,"  said   the  magistrate,  her  poor  little  cramped  feet  would 

'*  I  don't  know  much  of  him,  but  I  allow  her,  and  trying  to  catch  the 

have  always  heard  him  spoken  of  leaves   which   were    beginning  to 

as  a  man  of  learning  and  ability,  sprinkle  the  earth  with  specks  of 

However,  I  have  written  to  invite  every  hue  ;  and  they  were  still  so 

him  to  my   picnic  on  the  lake  to-  employed  when  a  servant  handed 

morrow,  and  we  will  then  try  him  a  letter  to  Ts'eng,  who,  recognis- 

at  verse-making,  and  see  what  he  ing  from  the  envelope  that  it  was 

is  really  made  of."  from    the    magistrate,    opened    it 

That  the  magistrate'  sadmiration  with  an   expression    of     nervous 

for  the  Ts'eng  garden   was  fully  anxiety.      His    trepidation,    how- 

justified,  every  admirer  of  brilliant  ever,   turned   into  pleasure,   as  he 

colouring    would    readily     admit,  read  as  follows  : — 
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"  With   great   respect  I  beg  to  tion  with  supple  knees  and  effusive 

invite    you  to-morrow  at  noon  to  tokens    of    respect.     These    cere- 

the  still  clear  waters  of  unmeasur-  monies   accomplished,    the    whole 

•able  depth,  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  party    enbarked    on    th3      barge, 
poetry  and  the  wine-cup.      As  our-  The  vessel  was  one  of  the  best  of 

galley  shall  glide  through  the  crys-  its  kind,  but  was  "  a  bark  to  brook 

tal    waves   of    the    lake,   we   will  no  mighty  sea."     The  two  masts 

watch   the   floating    leaves   strike  were  innocent  of   sails,  and   were 

her   gentle   sides ;    and   when   we  burdened  only  with  flags,  setting 

have   exhausted    our    songs,    and  forth  in  large  character  the  rank 

drained   the  cup   of  our  delights,  and  titles  of  the  magistrate.     The 

we   will   turn    our   prow    towards  forepart    was    decked    over,    and 

the  shore."  formed   the  abode  night  ani  day 

This  irfvitation  was  one  of  those  of  the  crew.     Abaft  this  forecastle 

smiles   of  fortune    which   had    a  was  an  open  space,  extending  to 

strangely    exhilarating    effect    on  midships,  where  arose  a  large  and 

Ts'eng's  variable  temperament,  and  luxuriously  furnished   deck-house, 

be  hurried  off  to  his  study  in  the  The  window-frames  were  prettily 

highest  spirits  to  accept  it.  painted  and  adorned  with  wood- 

"  Reverently,"     he     wrote,     "  I  carving,  while  at  the  portal  were 

return    answer   to    your  jade-like  suspended   painted-glass    lanterns, 

epistle.       What  can    surpass    the  from  which  hung  fringes  and  tas- 

calm  beauty  of  the  lake  by  moon-  sels.     Inside,  chairs,  tables,  and  a 

light  or   the   tragic  aspect  of  its  divan  afforded  abundant  accommo- 

waves   in  storm  and  rain  ?    Your  dation  ;  and  round  the  room  were 

honour   having    deigned   to   com-  ranged  stands  on  which  stood  rare 

mand  my  presence  on  your  stately  and    curiously    trained    plants  in 

boat,  I,   as  in   duty    bound,   will  costly  porcelain  pots. 

seize   whip   to    follow    you.     My  At   the   word    K^aich^iten(^^  xm. 

paltry   literary    attainments    you  moor   the     ship"),   given   by   the 

will,   I   fear,   find   infinitely   defi-  magistrate,    the    crew,    with    the 

cient ;  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  help  of  a  crowd  of  idlers   on   the 

I  shall  weary  you.  with  my  efforts  wharf,    launched    the    vessel   into 

to  express  in  verse  my  admiration  the  deep.     The    island  to    which 

for  the  mountains  and  lake."  they  were  bound   was  about  a  mile 

The  day  of  the  magistrate's  pic-  from  the  shore,  and  thitherwards 

nic   opened   bright   and   fine,  and  the  crew,  with  that  happy  absence 

with     commendable      punctuality  of  all  signs  of  hurry  which  belongs 

Ts'eng   and   his   fellow-guests   as-  to   orientals,  to  whom  telegraphs 

sembled   at   the   landing-place,  to  and   railways   are    unknown,    im- 

which   usually   dreary  spot    their  pelled  the  craft  by  slow  and  delib- 

silk   and   satin   robes    and   highly  erate  strokes  of  tneir  long  sweep, 

coloured   skull-caps   gave   an    un-  ing  oars.     On  landing,  the   magis- 

wonted   air  of  gaiety.     The  last  trate  led  the  way  to  a  Buddhist 

to   arrive   was   the  host,  who,  on  temple  which  stood  on  a  platform 

dismounting  from  his  sedan,  bowed  of  rocks  overlooking  the  lake.     No 

collectively  and  repeatedly  to  his  more  appropriate  spot  could  pos- 

friends,  lifting  his  joined  hands  to  sibly   have   been    chosen    for   the 

his  forehead  as  if  in  supplication,  occasion.     The  view  over  the  still 

and  then  bending  low  in  an  atti-  waters  of   the   lake,    dotted   here 

tude   of    humble    adoration.     His  and  there  with  verdure-clad  islets 

twelve  guests  returned  his  saluta-  of  every  shape,  was  indescribably 
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beaatifal  ;  and  the  temple,  which  tions    were    interrupted    bj    the 

in  its    arrangements    and    adorn-  sound  of  angry  voices,  which,  on 

raents  resembled  rather  a  temple  advancing,  he  perceived  were  cen- 

of  the  god  of  pleasure  than  of  the  tred   at   his    own    doorway.     His 

ascetic   Buddha,  supplied  all  that  presence   produced    a   momentary 

was  necessary  to  minister    to  the  lull  in  the  storm  of  angry  abune. 

wants  of  the  magistrate   and   his  ^^  What   is  all  this  about  ? "  he 

friends.  demanded,  rather  for  something  to 

With  the  help  of  the  priests  the  say  than  for  the  sake  of  informa- 

feast  was  quickly  spread,  and  with  tion  :  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 

sharpened  appetites  the  guests  sat  voices  of  the  disputants  had  been 

down  to  the  excellent  cheer  pro-  so  high  that  he  was  already  fully 

vided  for  them.     Merrily  the  wine  aware  of  the  cause  of  quarrel  be- 

went  round,  and   under  its   influ-  tween  two  of  his  servants^  Tan  and 

ence    Ts'eng    spirits,    which    had  Le,  and  an  old  pedlar,  who   now 

been  encouraged  by   the   marked  stood  breathless  with  passion  be- 

attention  shown  him  by  the  magis-  fore  him. 

trate  and  Tso,  rose  considerably .  "  The  matter,  your  honour  I 
Even  the  proposition,  ingeniously  Why,  this  old  rogue  wants  to 
made  by  Tso  towards  the  end  of  cheat  us  out  of  a  hundred  cash  for 
the  feast,  that  they  should  amuse  these  two  trumpery  rice-bowls,  the 
themselves  by  verse-making,  had  like  of  which  we  could  buy  any- 
only  a  slight  depressing  effect  where  for  fifty  !  " 
upon  him.  At  any  other  time  the  "  May  your  words  choke  you, 
thought  of  having  to  submit  extem-  you  idle,  good-for  nothing  vaga- 
pore  compositions  to  the  criticism  bonds  ! "  shouted  the  old  man, 
of  twelve  judges  would  have  re-  trembling  with  anger,  and  shaking 
duced  him  to  trembling  fear ;  but  his  fist  at  the  speaker.  **  Eighty 
now,  as  the  themes  were  given  cash  I  gave  for  tnem  at  Soo-chow  ; 
out,  he  seized  his  pencil  and  haz-  and  after  having  carried  them  on 
arded  stanzas  which,  though  they  my  bamboo  all  these  miles,  am  I 
saved  him  from  the  accustomed  to  sell  them  to  you  for  less  than 
penalty  of  drinking  off  three  cups  they  cost  me  ?  '* 
of  wine,  brought  the  magistrate  At  any  other  time  Ts'eng  would 
rapidly  round  to  Tso's  estimate  of  have  avoided  all  participation 
his  literary  ability.  in  the  quarrel,  and  would  proba- 

But  the  significant  glances  which  bly  have  hastened  to  put  himself 

were  exchanged  between  the  two  beyond    the    reach   of  the  angry 

observant  friends  were  quite  lost  voices.     But  the  magistrate's  wine 

upon  Ts'eng,  who  talked  more  and  was  still  potent  in  him,  and  he  felt 

laughed  louder  than  anybody  else  ;  disposed   to  let   his  servants   see 

and    finally,  on    their   return,    he  that  when  he  was  so    minded   he 

made  his  adieux  to  his  host  and  could  face  even  so  formidable  an 

companions,  and  turned  homewards  adversary  as  an  angry  old  pedlar, 

flattered    and    self-satisfied.     The  "  I  cannot  have  you  making  such 

night,  for  it  was  late,  was  fine  and  a  disturbance  at  my  door,"  he  said, 

warm,  and  as  he  sauntered  on  his  with  a  wave  of  the  hand,  which 

way,  he  recalled  with  pleasure  the  was  meant  to  be  haughty  ;  "  nor 

compliments  which  had  been  paid  can  I  have  my  servants  abused  by 

hiiti  and  the  smart  things  he   had  a  man  like  you.     So  be  off,  and 

said.     As  he  approached  his  house,  take  the  price  they  offer  you  for 

however,    these    grateful    cogita-  the  bowls." 
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Bat  the  waves  of  the  old  man's  the   twinkling    of    an    eye  there 

wrath  were  too  high  to   be  stilled  passed  through  his  mind  a  vision 

by   a  word   from   fs'eng,  and   he  of  himself  branded  as  a  murderer, 

turned    fiercely     on     that   young  carried  before  the  magistrate,  im- 

gentleman —  prisoned,  tortured,  and  beheaded; 

"  Who  are  you,"  he  cried,  "  that  The  vision,  momentary   though  it 

you  should  tell   me  what  to  take  was,  was  enough   to   rack  his  ner- 

and  what  to  leave  ?    Because  you  vous    temperament     with    fearful 

got  a  degree  through  your  uncle's  terrors;  and  forgetful  of  his  former 

lavouritism,  you  think  yourself  en-  attitude,  he  threw  himself  on  the 

titled  to  dictate  to    me,  do  you  ?  ground   by   the   prostrate   pedlar^ 

Nay,  don't  pretend  to  be  angry;  you  imploring    him    to  rouse   himself^^ 

know  what  I  say  is  true,  and  other  and  calling  on  his  servants  to  help 

Eeople  know  it  also.      Did   I  not  him  raise   the  apparently  lifeless 

ear  young  Mr  Tso    charge   you  man. 

with  it  in  the  street  of  Longevity  But  the  servants  were  nearly  a» 

the  other  day  ?    and  did  I  not  see  unnerved  as  their  master  ;    and  it 

you,  instead  of  facing  him,  sneak  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the 

away  like  a  whipped  cur?"  three  men  carried  their  victim  in- 

Tlie  greater  the  truth  the  more  to  the  doorkeeper's  room.     There 

bitter  the  sting.        The   pedlar's  Golden-lilies,  who  had    been   dis- 

words  cut  Ts'eng  like  a  whip,  and  turbed   by  the    noise,    found  the- 

the  anger  which  rose  in  his  breast,  three  men  helplessly  gazing  at  the 

being  supported  by  his   borrowed  senseless   form   of    the   old   man. 

courage,  he  seized  the  old  man  by  Hastily    sending   one   servant  for 

the  throat,  and  with  a  violent  shove  cold  water,  and  another  for  a  fan^ 

threw  him  backwards  on  the  path-  she  took  her  place  by  the  bedside, 

way.      Having  accomplished  this  and'  having  unfastened  the  pedlar's 

heroic   feat,  he  turned  to  his  ser-  collar,  turned   to  her  husband   to 

vants  with   an    expression    which  ask  an  explanation  of  the  affair* 

Baid  plainly,   '*  See  what  I  can  do  As   well    as    his    confused    mind 

when  I  am  really  roused."  would  let  him,  he  told  his  story 

Catching  his   cue,    the  servants  with  tolerable  accuracy.     Only  in 

assumed   attitudes    of   astonished  one  place   did   he  kicK   over  the 

admiration.  traces    of    truth,     and    that    was 

"  Hai-yah,"     said     one,    "  your  when  he  roundly  asserted  that  he 

honour's   anger    is    more  terrible  had  not  used  violence  towards  the 

than  a  lion's  rage  !  "  sufferer.       "  I    merely,"   said   he, 

'*  If    he   had    only    known    the  "  laid  my  hand  upon  his  shoulder, 

measure  of  your  honour's  courage,"  audit  was  while  starting  back  in 

said  tlie  other,    **  he    would    have  a   nervous    tremor    that    his  foot 

mounted  a  tiger's  back  rather  than  slipped  on  the  pavement  and  down 

anger  yon."  befell."     To  the  servants  who  had 

Fleased  and  triumphant,  Tse'ng  now  returned  Ts'eng  appealed  for 

turned  to  take  another  look  at  his  confirmation  of  this  statement,  and 

fallen  victim,  when,  to  his  horror  received  from  them  a  warm  verbal 

and  alarm,  he  saw  him  lying  silent,  support  of   this   very   new  story  ; 

motionlens,  and  death-like  on   the  alas  !    how   different  a   one   from 

spot    where   he   had   fallen.       In-  that  in  which   he  had  gloried  but 

staiitly  his   assumed  air  of  brag-  a  few  moments  before  ! 

gadocio  left   him,    the  blood  fled  Meanwhile     Golden-lilies     was 

from  his    flushed    cheeks,  and  in  sprinkling  the  old  man's  face  with 
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the  water,  and  gently  fanning  him,  spirits  which  contrasted  painfully 
in  response  to  which  judicious  with  his  abject  dejection  of  a  few 
treatment  he  opened  his  eyes.  At  hours  before.  Golden-lilies,  rightly 
first  his  gaze  was  strange  and  wild,  divining  the  frame  of  mind  in 
but  presently  lie  recognised  those  which  he  was  likely  to  be,  had 
about  him  ;  and  to  Ts'eng's  infinite  prepared  for  him  a  soothing  repast 
relief,  asked  where  he  was,  and  of  chicken's  liver,'sweetmeat8,  and 
what  had  happened.  Returning  ginseng^  with  a  pot  of  some  ex- 
consciousness  gave  life  to  his  for-  cellent  Soo-chow  wine  to  wash 
merly  death-like  features,  and  the  them  down.  Though  not  hungry, 
recognition  of  it  produced  a  no  Ts'eng  was  feverish  and  thirsty, 
less|change  in  Ts'eng's  countenance,  and  the  quantity  of  wine  he  took 
The  vision  which  had  passed  was  quite  out  of  proportion  to 
through  his  mind  when  bethought  the  quantity  of  viands  he  ate. 
the  old  man  was  dead,  had  haunted  However,  Golden-lilies'  end  was 
him  still,  and  no  effort  would  pre-  attained.  He  was  revived  and 
vent  the  pictures  his  imagination  strengthened,  and  she  even  did 
had  conjured  up  from  returning  to  not  object  to  his  becoming  some- 
his  mental  sight.  Now  he  could  what  excited.  It  was  better  than 
thrust  them  on  one  side  as  a  man  seeing  him  leaden-eyed  and  trem- 
throws  off  a  nightmare  ;  and  in  bling.  By  degrees,  under  the  influ- 
his  delight  he  seized  the  awakened  ence  of  the  wine,  he  began  to  ex- 
pedlar's  hand,  and  would  have  plain  away  the  slip  which  he  had 
shaken  it  wildly  had  not  Golden-  been  so  glad  to  invent  to  account 
lilies  warned  nim  to  do  nothing  for  the  pedlar's  fall  and  was  just 
of  the  kind.  By  degrees  the  old  describing  the  pot-valiant  part  he 
man  recovered  his  recollection  of  had  played,  when  Tan  hurriedly 
all  that  had  passed  :  and  when  a  •  entered  with  the  news  that  Lai, 
cup  of  tea  had  still  further  revived  the  ferryman,  was  outside,  and  in- 
him,  Ts'eng  led  him  to  the  divan  sisted  on  seeing  his  honour  at 
in  the  reception-hall,  while  wine  once.  The  man's  face  and  manner 
was  warmed  for  his  benefit.  Again  were  so  perturbed  that  all  the  bene- 
and  again  Ts'eng  expressed  his  ficial  effects  of  Golden-lilies'  feast 
regret  at  the  accident ;  and  when  vanished,  and  she  turned  to  see 
the  old  man  insisted  on  starting  her  lord  and  master  again  pale 
homewards,  lest  he  should  be  too  and  limp. 

late  for  the  ferry-boat  across  the  *' What  is  the  matter?"    asked 

lake,  his  host  presented    him,  as  a  Ts'eng,  as  the  ferryman,  without 

peace-offering,  with  two  ounces  of  waiting  for  an  invitation,  entered 

silver   and   a    roll  of   silk,   neatly  the  room.     This  man   was  one  of 

packed  away  in   one   of   Golden-  Ts'eng's  many  hete-norrs.     He  was 

lilies'  baskets.     When  the  door  was  a  rough,   determined  fellow,  with 

closed  on  his  guest,  Ts'eng  betook  9   truculent    face,   and  a  no   less 

himself    to     Golden-lilies     apart-  truculent  manner.     He   had,   fur- 

ments  with  an   intense  feeling  of  ther,  an  unconcealed  contempt  for 

relief.     His  mind  was  incapable  of  Ts'eng,  and   lost   no  opportunities 

perspective  ;  and  in   all   affairs  of  of   showing   it.       That  this   man, 

life  the   present   loomed   so  large  therefore,  should  be  the  bearer  of 

to  his  mental  sight,  that  everything  what  Ts'eng  instinctively  knew  to 

else  was   invisible.      At  this  mo-  be  bad  tidings,  was  an  additional 

ment  his  escape  from  a  great  peril  bitterness  to  the  pill, 

gave  a    nervous  elasticity  to  his^  ''  I  have  brought  you  bad  news. 
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Mr  Ts'eng,  and  thought  I  would  Golden-lilies  stood  by  with  her  face 

just  step   in  and  tell  you,  before  in  her  hands  weeping  bitterly.     In 

going  on  to  the  magistrate,"  added  one  short  day  all   that    had  been 

the  man  ominously.  pleasurable  in  their  existence  had 

"What   is    your    news?"    said  been  exchanged  for  blank  despair. 

Ts'eng,  in  vain  attempting  to  sup-  The    morning    had    opened    with 

press  his  apprehensions.  bright  hopes  and  brilliant  expecta- 

"The    old    pedlar,  Ting,  whom  tions,  and  now  the  evening  had  set 

you  threw  down  on  the  pavement,  in  with  a  black  darkness  of  misery 

18  dead."  that  crushed  them  to  the  ground. 

If  the  executioner's  axe  had  at  For    some    seconds    not    another 

that    moment    descended    on    the  word  was  uttered.     But  presently 

neck  of  poor  Ts'eng  he  could  not  Golden-lilies  went  over  to  her  hns- 

have   looked  more   bereft  of    life  band,  and  taking  his  hand  in  hers, 

than  he  did  as  he  threw  himself  whispered    something  in  his    ear, 

back  in  his  chair  at  these  words,  which  brought  a  ray  of  intelligence 

For    some    seconds    his  power  of  into  his  face. 

speech    failed  him  and  at  last  he  "  Yes,  you  are  right ;  I  will  try," 

gasped  out —  he  faltered. 

**  What    do  you    mean  ?     How  "  You  and  I   have    known    one 

did  he  die  ?    Not  that  it  matters  another  a  long  time,  Lai,^  he  said, 

to  me,"  he  added,  with  a  violent  *'  and  I  am  sure  you  would  not  do 

effort  to  appear  calm.  an  injury  to  an  old  neighbor  and 

'^  He  came  down  to  my  boat  to  friend.  This  is  a  bad  business, 
cross  the  lake,"  said  Lai,  looking  and  I  swear  to  you  I  am  not  to 
steadfastly  on  his  victim,  "and  blame.  His  foot  slipped,  and  he 
after  we  had  gone  a  short  way  fell  down.  It  will  do  you  no  good 
across  he  appeared  to  turn  faint  to  tell  any  one  about  it ;  and  if  you 
and  giddy,  and  at  last  he  tumbled  will  keep  the  secret,  I  will  will- 
off  the  seat  into  the  bottom  of  the  ingly  pay  you  handsomely.  Oh, 
boat.  As  quickly  as  I  could  I  promise  me  that  you  will,"  said  the 
put  down  my  oars  to  help  him  wretched  man,  tnrowing  himself  at 
up,  when  I  saw  it  was  something  Lai's  feet. 

worse  than    a   faint,  and    he  haa  Here  was  a  pretty  position  for  a 

just  time  to  tell  me  of  the  scuffle  graduate  and  an  expectant  manda- 

at  vour    door,   and  that  you  had  rin  !    On  his  knees  at  the  feet  of  a 

pushed  him  down  and  killed  him,  common  fellow,  who  did  not  know 

when  he  fell  back  dead."  one  character   from   another,  and 

"  It  is  a  lie,"  screamed  Ts'eng ;  who  knew  as  much  about  Confu- 

"  when  he  left  this  house  he  was  cius  as  he  did  about  Mahomet  ! 

quite  well."  "  Well,  Mr  Ts'eng,"  said  Lai,  "  I 

"  Well,  all  I  know  is,"  said  Lai,  don't  want  to  do  anything  to  in- 

"  that    he    is  now  dead,  and  that  jure  you,  but  the  man  died  in  my 

when  in  the  act  of  death  he  said  boat ;  so  that  unless  I  can  explain 

you  were  his  murderer.     These  are  his  death,  I  shall  be  charged  with 

some  things,"  he  added,  holding  up  the  murder." 

Golden-lilies' basket  with  the  roll  "Where  is  he?"    gasped  poor 

of  silk,  "  which  he  had  in  his  hand  Ts'eng. 

when  he  came  into  the  boat."  "  In  my  boat,"  said  Lai.  "  I  have 

Ts'eng  gazed  at  these  evidences  anchored  it  in  a  quiet  place  up  the 

of  the  truth  of  the  man's  story  with  river,  so  that  no  one  should  go  on 

a  fixed  and  glassy  stare,  while  poor  board." 
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"  Oh,  if  you  will  only  keep  the  "  Now  come  here  and  help  me 

matter  a  secret,"  said  Ts'eng,  rising  with  the  old  man,"  said  he,  as  soon 

as  his  hopes  rose,  "  I  will  give  you  as  he  had  secured  the  boat  to  the 

any  sum  you  ask."  bank. 

"  But  what  am  I  to  do  with  the  *•  Why,  he  is  all  wet,"  said  Tan, 

body  ?"  hesitated  Lai.  as  he  helped  to  lift  the  body. 

"You  can  bury  it  in  my  grave-  "I  know,"  answered  Lai;    "he 

yard,  which  is,  as  you    know,  on  fell  into  the  water  when  he  turned 

the  bank  of  the  lake.     The  night  is  giddy,  and  I  had  to  pull  him  out." 

very  dark,  and  the  wall  round  the  "You    did    not    say     anything 

yard  is  high,  so  that  no  one  will  about  that  up  at  the  house,"  said 

Bee  you."  Tan. 

"  But  I  cannot  do  it  by  myself."  "  Well,  I  tell  you  now,  and  that 

"  No  ;  but  I  will  send  two  of  my  is  enough,   is  it  not  ?"  answered 

servants  with  you.      If   you  will  Lai,  sullenly, 

only  do  this  for  me,  I  will  be  your  With  considerable  difficulty  the 

slave  for  the  rest  of  my  life."  three  men  groped  their  way  into 

"Well,"  said  Lai,  after  a  few  the  graveyard  bearing  their  ghastly 

moments'  apparent   consideration,  burden,  and  at  once  set  to  work  to 

"  if  you  will  give  me  money  enough  dig  a  grave.     Every  now  and  then 

to  set  up  a  fish-shop,  I  don't  mind  the  sound  of  passing  footsteps  made 

doing  this  job  to  oblige  you."  them  pause   in    their   work  ;    and 

"  Gladly   I   will,"   said  Ts'eng  ;  once  they  were  evidently  heard,  for 

"  and  now  I  will  call  the  servants."  through  the  darkness  there  came 

So  having  summoned  Tan  and  Le,  the  challenge — "  Who    is  that  in 

he  repeated  to  them  the  story  told  Mr  Ts'eng's  graveyard  ?  "  But  pree- 

by   Lai.     With   many  appeals  to  ently  the  challenger  went  on,  and 

their  good    feeling   and    sense  of  before    long   the    dead  body  was 

gratitude,    he  begged  them  to  do  safely    laid   to   rest,  and   the  soil 

him    this  service,    promising  that  beaten  fiat    over    it.     So  soon  as 

he  would    give    them    substantial  the  work  was  done,  the  men  made 

rewards  if  they  consented.     After  their  way  hastily  to  the  boat,  being 

some  hesitation  and  discussion,  the  glad  enough   to    escape  from  the 

men  came  to  terms,  and  went  off  dark,  silent,  and  ghostly  cemetery, 

with    the    ferryman,   armed    with  On  their  return  they  found  Ts'eng 

spades.  anxiously  awaiting  them.     Again 

The    three   men  stole    out   like  and  again    he   made  them  assure 

conspirators    into  the  street,  and,  him  that  no  one   had   seen  them, 

following  devious  lanes  and  unfre-  and  as  often  he  made  them  swear 

quented   ways,  they    reached    the  that   they  would   keep    his  secret 

boat,  snugly  moored  under  the  bank  faithfully.      That   night   the   two 

of  the  lake.  servants    went  to  bed   rich    men, 

"  Take  care  where  you  go,"  said  while  Ts'eng  retired  to  Golden- 
Lai,  as  they  stepped  on  board, "  and  lilies'  apartment  to  try  to  lose  his 
just  sit  where  you  are  while  I  get  consciousness  of  misery  in  sleep, 
to  the  oars."  The  men,  who  were  But  this  was  beyond  his  power  ; 
beginning  to  feel  nervous  and  fright-  occasionally  he  dosed,  but  only  to 
ened,  needed  no  second  bidding  ;  dream  that  the  pedlar  was  standing 
and  after  half  an  hour's  pull,  Lai,  in  the  street  accusing  him  aloud  of 
who  knew  the  lake  as  well  by  night  his  murder,  and  then  with  a  vio- 
as  by  day,  ran  the  boat  ashore  at  lent  start  and  scream  he  awoke. 
Ts'eng's  family  graveyard.  Poor  Grolden-lilies  fared  very  little 
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better;  and  when  morning  dawned  fortune  than  her  lord  and  master 

they  both  arose,  weary  and  unre-  had    been    able    to    do,  but  also, 

freshed,   to   meet   they  knew   not  doubtless,  because,  though  of  the 

what,  and  to  face  their  difficulties  softer  sex,  she  was  made  of  sterner 

with  the  best   courage   they  could  stuff, 

muster.  "  Sit  down  and  answer  the  letter 

The  sight  even  of  the   two  con-  at   once,"   she   said,   "  and,    while 

federate  servants  was  a  torture  to  thanking   him  for  his   vigilance " 

poor  Ts'eng,  who  knew,  or  fancied  {^  Curse    him    for    it,"    muttered 

be  knew,  that  they  were  watching  Ts'eng),  "  say  that  you   will  send 

bim  to  see  how  a  murderer  would  at  opce  to  make  inquiries." 

behave  himself  ;  and  were  mentally  Ts'eng  did  as  he  was  bid,  and 

speculating  on  what  would  happen  then    relapsed   into  blank  misery, 

if  th6    secret   they   held   in   their  Possibly  he  was  under  the  delusion 

possession  ever  became  known.    In  that  remorse  for  having  taken  the 

the  same  way  every  incident  which  life  of  a  fellow-creature  was    the 

occurred  bore  reference  in  his  ima-  mainspring  of  his  mental  agony  ; 

gination  to  the  terrible  event  of  the  but  had   he  analysed  his  feelings 

preceding   evening.      Even    little  carefully,  he  would  have  found  that 

I^rimrose's    innocent   questions  of  that  feeling  hardly  entered  at  all 

why  he  looked  so  pale,  and  why  he  into  his  cogitations.     Blank  fear  it 

would  not  come  out  with  her  into  was  that  oppressed  him  ;  fear  of 

the  garden  as  usual, were  more  than  being  dragged  off  to  prison  as  a 

he  could  endure  ;  and  the  child  was  murderer — tear  of  having  to  face 

promptly  handed  over  to  her  nurse,  the  magistrate  who  had  so  lately 

who  naa  orders  to  keep  her  quiet  entertained  him — fear  of  being  tor- 

and  at  a  distance.     As  to  his  being  tured  if  he  did  not    confess,  and 

able  to  eat  any  breakfast,  that  was  fear,  if  he  did,  of  the  executioner's 

quite  out  of  the  question  ;  and  if  fatal    weapon.     If  he    had    been 

tnere  bad  been  any  chance  of  his  capable  of  diving  into   his   inner 

having  an  appetite   for  dinner,  it  feelings,   he   would    have    known 

was  dissipated   by   a  note  he  re-  that   an  assurance  that  his  crime 

ceived  from  a  neighbour, who  wrote  would  never  be  discovered,  had  that 

to  say,  that  in  passing  the  Ts'eng  been  possible,    would  have  lifted 

cemetery  on   the  preceding  night,  the  whole  weight   from  his  over- 

he  had  heard  the  sound^  of   pick-  burdened  soul ;  but  now,  while  at 

axes  and  shovels,  and  that  to  his  one  moment  in  his  terror  he  almost 

question  of  "  Who  was  there? "he  wished  that  it  might  be  brought  to 

bad  failed   to  get  a  reply.     The  light  at  once,  that  he  might  escape 

writer  excused  himself  for  not  hav-  from  his  torturing  suspense — at  an- 

ing  gone  into  the  graveyard,  by  other,  he  tried  to  buoy  himself  up 

pleading  the  lateness  of  the  hour  with  the  hope  that  it  would  never 

and  the  darkness  of  the  night.  But  be  found  out.     One  thing  he  had 

he  "  humbly   ventured  to  recom-  determined  to  do,  and  that  was,  as 

mend  that  Ts'eng  should  look  into  soon  as  he  had  settled  with  Lai^ 

the  matter."  who   was  to   call   after  dusk,   he 

With    a    look    of  indescribable  would  go  himself  to  the  graveyard 

misery,  Ts'eng  handed  this  letter  to  to  make  quite  sure  that  the  work 

Oolden-lilies,  who  throughout  the  was  well  done.     Much  though  he 

morning,  partly,  possibly,  because  hated  and  feared  the  ferryman,  he 

hers  was  not  the  head  m  danger,  now  had  a  morbid  longing  for  his 

had  shown  a  much  bolder  front  to  arrival ;  and  when  that  worthy  ap- 
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peared,  he  received  him  with  open  tion  was  made,  and  Ts'eng  satisfied 

arms.  himself,    as    far  as   the    darkness 

Lai  was  as  undemonstrative  and  would  allow,  that  every  care  had 
self-possessed  as  Ts'eng  was  effusive  been  taken  to  make  the  newly 
and  flurried  ;  and  a  glance  at  that  made  grave  as  much  like  the  sur- 
unfortunate  young  gentleman  was  rounding  soil  as  possible.  He  re- 
enough  to  convince  his  visitor  that  turned,  therefore,  with  his  mind 
he  had  the  game  in  his  hands.  now  at  rest,  and  as  days  went  by 

"  Well,  JVfr.  Ts'eng,"  he  began,  and  nothing  serious  occurred  to 
as  he  seated  himself  uninvited,  "  I  arouse  his  fears,  he  gradually  re- 
have  come  according  to  arrange-  covered  much  of  his  ordinary  pla- 
ment  to  settle  about  last  night's  cidity.  Not  that  he  altogether 
job;"  escaped  annoyance  ;  for  Lai,  luxu- 

"  Yes,  yes  ;  don't  say   anything  riating    in  his   suddenly  acquired 

more  about  ^Ao/,"  said  Ts'eng,shud-  wealth,    showed     a   tendency     to 

dering.     "  I  have  here  two  hundred  break  out  into  riot,  and  in  his  cups 

taels  of  silver,   which  I  hope   you  he  allowed  himself  to   talk   of  hi 

will  accept  from  me."  friendship  with  "  young  Ts'eng  " 

"  That  is  not  enough,"  answered  in  a  way  which,   coupled  with  his 

Lai :  *' do  you  think  I  would  have  sudden  wealth,  made  his  neighbours 

buried  a  murdered  man "  wonder  and  gossip.     From  some  of 

"  Oh,  don't,  don't.  Well,  come,  I  these  Ts'eng  learnt  what  was  going 

will  give  you   another  fifty  taels  ;  on.     The  bare  idea  of  his  alliance 

surely  that  will  satisfy  you,"  said  with  Lai    becoming    a  subject  of 

Ts'eng,  who,   though    anxious    to  tittle-tattle  was   torture    to    him, 

quiet  Lai,  had  an  intense  dislike  to  and   he   took  an    opportunity    of 

parting  with  his  money.  begging  the  ferryman  to  be   more 

"  Now,  look  here,  Mr.   Ts'eng,"  cautious.     Being  not  unwilling  to 

said  Lai  deliberately,   and   with  a  worry  poor  Ts'eng,  Lai  affected  to 

threatening  countenance,  ^*  if  you  be  indifferent  to   anything   people 

don't  give  me  down  three  hundred  might  say,  and  adopted  altogether 

taels,  good  weight,  I  shall  go  on  at  so  defiant   a  tone,  that  he  brought 

once  to  the  magistrate's  to "  Ts'eng  once  again  to  his  knees. 

^'Say  no  more  you  shall  have  To  add  to  Ts'eng'd  anxieties,, 
the  three  hundred.  And  now,  I  little  Primrose  was  seized  one 
have  something  to  ask  of  you — I  evening  with  a  violent  headache 
want  you  to  row  me  up  to  the  and  every  symptom  of  high  fever* 
graveyard  and  show  me  where  it  For  three  days  the  child  lay  toss- 
is."  iag  to  and  fro  with   burning   skin^ 

"Very  well,"  replied  Lai ;  "there  parched      mouth,    and    throbbing 

will  not   be   any   one   wanting  to  head  ;  and  when,  at  the  end  of  that 

cross  the  lake  to-night,  so  we   can  time,  these  symptoms  abated,  their 

start  now  if  you  like."  origin  was  made  plain  by  an  erup- 

"Is    it    dark    enough  !"    asked  tion  which  was  unmistakably  that 

Ts'eng.  of  smallpox.     The  doctor  who  was 

"  It  is  so   dark   that   you  might  summoned  felt  the    pulse    of    the 

run  into   your   best  friend's   arms  sufferer    and    prescribed   ginsengy 

without  his  knowing  you  ;  and  un-  and  broth  made  of  Cassia  shoots,  in 

less  you  have  the  eyes  of  a  cat  or  accordance  with  the  dictum  of  the 

an  owl,  you  won't  see  much  when  highest   authorities.     But  to   this 

you  get  there."  orthodox    treatment     the    disease 

With  much  caution  the   expedi-  declined  to  submit.     The  virulence 
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of  the  distemper  was  unchecked  ;  the  expected  doctor  might  appear, 
and  though  Golden  -  lilies  paid  every  approaching  horse's  hoof 
numerous  visits  to  the  shrine  of  brought  hope,  which  as  often  was 
the  Goddess  of  Smallpox,  and  destined  to  be  disappointed  as  the 
spent  large  sums  of  money  in  the  tramp  died  away  again  in  the  dis- 
purchase  of  offerings  to  that  deity,  tance.  Meanwhile  Primrose  grew 
the  child  daily  and  hourly  grew  worse  and  worse.  As  night  came 
worse,  until  the  doctor  had  un-  on  unconsciousness  set  in  ;  and  just 
willingly  to  acknowledge  that  he  before  dawn  the  little  thing  gave 
could  do  nothing  more.  It  is  diffi-  a  deep  sigh  and  passed  into  the 
cult  to  say  which  of  the  parents  land  of  shades, 
during  these  dark  days  suffered  the  Both  Ts'eng  and  Golden-lilies 
greatest  mental  agony.  Golden-  were  completely  crushed  by  the 
nlies'  distress  was  that  of  an  ruin  of  all  their  hopes ;  and  when 
agonised  mother,  tortured  by  the  Tan  made  his  appearance  towards 
fear  of  losing  her  only  child  ;  while  noon,  they  scarcely  heeded  his  ex- 
Ts'eng's  grief  at  the  possible  loss  planation  that  he  had  waited  all 
of  his  fondling,  was  aggravated  by  night  at  the  doctor's  house,  expect- 
a  superstitious  belief  that  his  own  ing  his  return  from  a  distant  pro- 
crime  had  brought  this  misery  upon  fessional  visit,  and  that,  when 
him.  Even  the  doctor,  accustomed  morning  came,  he  had  thought  it 
as  he  was  to  displays  of  affection,  best  to  come  back,  even  without 
was  touched  by  the  grief  of  the  the  doctor,  to  report  hi*  want  of 
young  couple,  and,  forgetful  of  all  success. 

professional    etiquette,   he  recom-  Much  sympathy  was  felt  with 

mended  Ts'eng,  as  a  last  hope,  to  the  sorrow- stricken  parents  at  the 

send  for  a  quack  practitioner,  resid-  loss  of  their  only  child,  and  many 

ing  at  a  town  some  twenty  miles  were    the     visits     of    condolence 

away,  who  had,  he  said,  acquired  a  which  Ts'eng  received  during  the 

reputation  for  the  successful  treat-  ensuing  days.      Among  others,  a 

ment  of  similar  desperate  cases.  relation  called,  who,  after  having 

Eagerly  catching  at  this  straw,  expressedhissympathy,  added  with 

Ts'eng  wrote  a  note  begging  the  evident  reluctance, — "  There  is  a 

doctor  **  to  deign  to  visit  his  straw  matter,  my  brother,  about  which  I 

hut,  and  to  bend    his  omniscient  feel   bound  to   speak   to   you,  al- 

mind  to  the  case  of  his  insignifi.  though  I  am   most   unwilling  to 

cant  child,"  and  bade  Tan  carry  it  trouble  you  about  ordinary  affairs 

at   once   to  its  destination.     But  at  such  a  time  as  this." 

since  the  night  when  Ts'eng  had  "  Please  don't  let  my  affliction 

been  obliged  to  place  his  secret  in  interfere  with  any  matter  of  busi- 

the  hands  of  his  two  servants,  their  ness,"  said  Ts'eng. 

manner  had   been   less   respectful  ^'  Well,   the  fact    is,"    said   his 

than  formerly,  and  sometimes  even  guest,  "  that  the  other  morning — it 

defiant.     To  Tan  the  present  mis-  was,  I  remember,  the  morning  after 

sion  was  evidently  distasteful ;  and  your   little  one  departed   for  the 

it  was  only  by  the  promise  of  a  *  Yellow  Springs  '^-one  of  my  ser- 

handsome  reward  that   Ts'eng  at  vants  came  home  very  much  the 

last  succeeded  in  getting  him  off.  worse  for  wine  and  opium  ;  and  on 

During  the    whole    afternoon    of  my  asking  him  for  an  explanation 

that    day,    time    seemed    to    the  of  his  conduct,  he  said  that  a  man 

watchers  to   stand   still  ;    and  to-  of  yours  named  Tan  had  kept  him 

wards  night,  when  they  hoped  that  up  all  night  drinking  and  smoking 
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at  an  opium-tavern  in  the  town,    whom  I  have  only  spoken  once  or 
Can  this  be  true  ?  "  twice  in  my  life,  mu»t  have  invented 

"It  is  quite  impossible,*'  replied    this  story  out  of  spite,  or  in  order 
Ts'eng  ;  *•  for  the    whole   of   that    to  shield,  in    some  way  which  I  do 
night  Tan  was  twenty  miles  away,    not  understand,  his  own   conduct 
at  the  house  of  a  doctor  to  whom    from  blame." 
I  had  sent  him."  "  Are  not  you  ashamed   to    tell 

"  Well,  I  have  brought  my  man,"  such  a  lie  in  the  sight  of  heaven  ?" 
said  the  other,  "  that  he  may  re-  said  the  man,  quite  taken  aback  by 
peat  his  story  in  your  presence,  the  coolness  of  the  denial  ;  **  but 
and  that,  if  necessary,  we  should  fortunately  I  have  some  evidence 
confront  him  with  Tan."  of   the   truth    of   my  story,  which 

"  Let  him  come  in,  by  all  means,"  you  will  find  it  hard  to  meet.  Did 
said  Ts'eng.  you  deliver  your  raaster^s  letter  to 

In  obedience  to  a  summons  the  doctor?" 
Tan's  accuser  entered  the  room.  "  Certainly  I  did." 
He  was  a  dissipated-looking  fel-  "  That  is  curious  ;  for  I  happen 
low.  His  face  was  thin  and  drawn,  to  have  here  a  letter  which  I  found 
and  of  that  peculiar  mahogany  hue  on  the  floor  of  the  room  we  occupied 
which  is  begotten  by  long-con-  at  the  tavern,  and  which  I  strongly 
tinned  indulgence  in  the  opium-  suspect  is  the  letter  you  were  in- 
pipe.  From  the  same  habit  his  trusted  with.  Will  you  see  for 
teeth  were  blackened,  and  the  yourself,  sir,  whether  this  is  your 
whites  of  his  eyes  looked  as  though  letter  or  not  ?"  said  the  man,  hand- 
they  had  been  smoke-dried.  On  ing  to  Ts'eng  an  unopened  envel- 
entering  he  bowed  his  knee,  and  ope,  which  he  produced  from  hit 
then  proceeded  to  give  a  circum-    sleeve. 

stantial  account  of  the  night  in  With  a  trembling  hand  Ts'eng 
question.  At  first  Ts'eng  had  took  the  letter,  and  at  a  glance 
treated  his  accusations  with  con-  recognised  it  as  the  one  he  had 
tempt ;  but  the  remarkably  co-  written  with  such  eager  haste,  and 
herent  manner  in  which  the  man  with  such  a  longing  hope.  The 
retailed  his  story,  suggested  doubts  thought  that  but  for  the  treachery 
to  his  mind,  which  tortured  him  of  the  wretch  before  him  hiH  little 
with  misgivings.  Without  wait-  Primrose  might  have  been  still  with 
ing  for  the  conclusion  of  the  man's  him  was  more  than  he  could  bear, 
statement,  therefore,  he  summoned  For  a  moment  he  fell  back  in  his 
Tan  to  face  his  accuser.  With  a  chair  with  quivering  lips  and  cheeks 
glance  Tan  took  in  the  position  of  as  pale  as  death,  and  then  as  sud- 
affairs,  and  having  with  a  consid-  denly  the  blood  rushed  headlong 
erable  effort  mastered  the  uneasi-  through  his  veins,  and  with  wild 
ness  which  the  crisis  provoked,  he  eyes  and  uttering  savage  curses  he 
stood  ready  to  brazen  it  out.  sprang^  from  his  chair  and  rushed 

"  This  man  tells  me,"  said  Ts'eng,  upon  Tan,  who,  accepting  the  turn 
"  that  instead  of  carrying  my  letter  things  had  taken,  had  fallen  on 
to  the  doctor  the  other  evening,  his  knees,  and  was  performing  the 
you  passed  the  night  drinking  kotow  with  every  token  of  bumble 
and  smoking  with  him  at  a  tavern    submission. 

in    the    town.      Is    this    true    or        With  wild  fury  Ts'eng  kicked  at 
false  ?  "  the  bowing  head  of  his  follower, 

"  It  is  false,  your  honour  ;  and  I  and  might  probably  have  been 
can  only  suppose  that  this  man,  to    charged  a  second  time  with  man* 
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slaughter,  had  not  his  guest  dragged  would  have  appealed  to  the  heart 

him   by   main    force   back   to  his  of  any  one    whose   feelings   were 

chair  and  dismissed  Tan  from  the  not  deadened  by  mental  tortures, 

room.  But  Ts'eng,  in  his  present  unhinged 

It  was  a  long  time  before  Ts'eng  frame  of  mind,  had  no  mercy,  and 

could  recover  his  composure.     His  if  a  restraining  hand  had  not  been 

nerves  were  completely  unstrung,  outstretched  he  would  have  allowed 

and  he  trembled   like  a  leaf.     His  the  wretched  man  to  die  under  the 

friend,  who   was  a  determined  fa-  lash.     As  it  was,  his  friend  inter- 

talist,  used  every  argument  at  his  fered,  and  warned  Ts'eng  that  the 

command  to  soothe  his  remorse  and  punishment   was  becoming   exces- 

regrets.      Ho     pointed     out    that  sive.     To  this  remonstrance  Ts'eng 

Heaven  having  doomed  the  death  yielded,  and  the  blows  were  stayed, 

of  little  Primrose,  nothing  could  But  Tan,  whose  cries  had  gradually 

have  prevented  it  ;  that  even  if  the  died  away  into  silence,  remained 

doctor  had  come,  he  could  not  have  motionless,  and  unconscious  of  the 

lengthened  out  her  life  one  moment  mercy    which  had  been  extended 

beyond  the  time  allowed  her  by  the  to  him.     Seeing  his  condition,  the 

Fates  ;  and  that,  therefore,  though  servants  carried   him   off    to    his 

Tan^s  conduct  had  been  infamous,  bed,  where,  under  the  influence  of 

it  had  not  in  any  way  influenced  restoratives,    he    was    by    degrees 

the  result.     ^'  I  quite   admit   that  brought  back  to  life.     6ut  it  was 

the  man  deserves  punishment  for  many  days  before  he  was  able  to 

his  disobedience,  and  I  would  sng-  move  ;  and  even  then  his  weakness 

fast   that   you   should  now  order  was  so  ereat,  and  his  nerves  so  shat- 

im  to  be  bambooed  on  the  spot,  tered,  that  he  had  the  air  of  a  man 

It  will  satisfy  justice,  and  will,  at  recovering  from  a  long  illness.     If, 

the  same  time,  be  a  relief  to  your  however,  Ts'eng  had   hoped  that 

feelings."  the  punishment  would  have  pro- 

*^  It  will  certainly  be  a  relief  to  duced  penitence,  he  was  much  mis- 

me  to  see  the  flendish  brute  suffer."  taken.     At  the  best  of  times  Tan's 

Raid  Ts'eng,  ^'  and  it  shall  be  done  temper  was  not  good.     He  was  by 

at  once."    So  saying,  he  directed  nature  morose  and  revengeful,  and 

three  of  his  servants  to  seize  Tan  a  certain  want  of  courage  in  his 

and  to  flog  him  in  the  courtyard,  composition  disposed  him  towards 

The  men,  who  were  evidently  not  deceit.     With  regaining  strength 

unused   to    th^    kind  of  busmess,  he  brooded   more  and  more  over 

dragged  the  offender  in  and  stretch-  the  treatment  he  bad  received,  and 

ed   him  face    downwards   on    the  he  vowed  a  fierce  vow  that  for  every 

stones  of  the  yard.     One  then  sat  blow   that   had   been   inflicted  on 

on  his  shoulders,  another   on   his  him  he  would  exact  a  tenfold  ven- 

ankles,  while  a  third,  being  pro-  geance. 

vided  with  half  a  split   bamboo,  Meanwhile    the    anxiety,  grief, 

prepared  to    inflict    chastisement,  and   excitement   of  the  last   few 

At  a  signal  from  Ts'eng  the  con-  days  had  reduced   Ts'eng  to   the 

cave  side  of  the  bamboo,  descended  verge   of  illness,  and   his  general 

on  the  back  of  the  thighs  of  the  debility    added    a   new   cause]  of 

culprit  with  tremendous  force  and  anxiety    to    poor    Golden  -  lilies, 

effect.     The  wretched  man's  frame  already  overburdened   bosom.     So 

quivered  throughout,  and  as  blow  serious  was  his  condition,  that  she 

after  blow  fell  he  uttered  cries  for  persuaded   him   to  pay  a  visit  to 

mercy,   and  bitter   groans  which  his  brother  at  Soo-chow,  for  the 
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sake  of  the  change  of  scene  and  tering  steps  for  a  few  yards,  and 
air.  The  remedy  was  exactly  what  then  his  lees  refused  to  move,  and 
he  required;  and  after  a-forthnight's  his  head  fdl  forward  on  his  chest 
absence,  he  wrote  to  say  that  he  as  he  dropped  off  into  a  dead  faint, 
was  so  much  better  that  he  should  Seeing  the  condition  of  their  mas- 
follow  his  letter  at  the  interval  of  ter,  the  coolies  brought  forward 
a  day.  his  sedan,  and    the  policemen  ac- 

By  this  time  Tan  was  able  to  cepting  their  aid,  put  the  inani-. 
walk,  and  so  soon  as  he  was  as-  mate  form  of  their  prisoner  into 
sured  of  the  date  of  his  master's  the  chair,  and  directed  the  coolies 
return,  he  absented  himself  from  to  carry  it  to  the  prison  at  the 
the  house  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  district  magistrate's  yamun.  The 
Towards  evening  he  returned,  and  distance  was  not  great,  and  the 
though  his  mood  was  exultant,  he  coolies,  anxious  to  save  their  mas- 
was  strictly  reticent  as  to  his  ter  from  additional  shame,  hurried 
doings  while  abroad.  His  fellow-  fast  through  the  streets.  On  ar- 
servants  were  too  busy  to  be  in-  riving  at  the  yamuny  they  entered 
quisitive  ;  and  as  his  enfeebled  con-  the  front  gates,  and  were  then 
dition  still  prevented  him  froiti  directed  by  the  policemen  to  turn 
serving,  he  was  left  to  himself.  off  to  the  left  through  a  door,  the 

The  next  day,  towards  evening,  insignia  of  which,  a  painted  tiger's 
as  Ts'eng's  chair  turned  into  the  head,  with  huge  staring  eyes  and 
road  in  which  his  house  stood,  two  widely  opened  jaws,  marked  it  as 
police-runners,  who  had  been  sit-  the  entrance  to  the  prison.  Pass- 
ting  on  a  door-step  opposite,  rose  ing  through  this  they  entered  a 
and  crossed  over  to  Ts'eng's  gate-  narrow  passage,  at  the  end  of 
way.  At  the  familiar  shout  of  which  was  a  courtyard,  where  the 
the  chair-coolies,  Tking-chia  lai-lo  coolies  were  ordered  to  put  down 
("  The  master  has  come  "),  the  big  their  load.  It  had  never  been  the 
folding-doors  were  thrown  open,  fate  of  either  of  these  two  men  to 
and  the  bearers  were  on  the  point  find  themselves  within  a  prison 
of  crossing  the  threshold,  when  one  before  ;  and  the  sights  which  met 
of  the  policemen  advanced,  and  their  eyes  made  them  shudder  to 
producing  a  warrant,  ordered  the  think  what  their  master's  feelings 
coolies  to  stop  and  Ts'eng  to  dis-  would  be  when  he  awoke  to  con- 
mount.  Instinctively  Ts'eng  obey-  sciousness  and  found  himself  in 
ed,  and  was  for  the  first  moment  such  a  place. 

or  two   so  dazed   that  he  hardly  In  the  courtyard  itself,  groups  of 

seemed    to    be    aware    what   was  prisoners,  bound  with  heavy  chains, 

going  on.     By  degrees  the  dress  of  were  huddled  together,  whose  ap- 

the   policeman,    with   his   red-tas-  pearance  was  enough  to  carry  horror 

sellea  official  cap   and  long  robe,  and  compassion  to  the  minds  of  all 

helped   him   to  realise   the  situa-  but  those  case-hardened  by  habit, 

tion,  and  he  gasped  out,  "  What  is  Their   faces  were  thin  and  worn, 

the  warrant  for  ?  "  **  Murder,"  an-  and  bore  the  cada'^erous  hue  which 

swered  the  man,  as  he  laid  his  hand  is  commonly  begotten  by  want  and 

on  Ts'eng's  arm.     It  was  fortunate  foul  air  ;  while  the  listless  expres- 

for  Ts'eng  that  he  did  so,  for  with-  sion  of  their  eyes  and  thtt  languid 

out  some  support  he  would  have  movements  of  their  limbs  furnished 

fallen  prone  to  the  ground.     As  it  additional  testimony  to  the  state  of 

was,  it  was  as  much  as  the  two  weakness  to  which  they  had  been, 

men  could  do  to  support  his  tot-  reduced.     The  condition  of  their 
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persons  was  filthy  in  the  extreme,  senses  assailed  by  an   atmosphere 

Skin-disease  in  every  form  was  rife  more   laden    with   pestilence    and 

among  them  ;  and  it  was  plain  that  death.     After  a  moment's   hesita- 

a   rich   harvest  was    ripening   for  tion,   however,  they  mustered  up 

death  within  the  walls  of  the  jail,  courage  to  enter,  and  waited  just 

As   the    poor   wretches     crowded  long  enough  to    see   their   master 

round  the  sedan-chair  to  see  who  laid  on  the  raised  wooden  platform 

could  be  the  new  arrival  who  came  which  extended  along  the  side  of 

in  such  state,  the  coolies  instinct-  the  den.    As  they  were  not  allowed 

ively  drew  back  ;  and  if  the  head  to  do  anything  for  him,  and  as  the 

jailor  had  not  made  his  appearance  turnkeys  promised  that  he  should 

at  the  moment,  and  with  a  sweep-*  be  looked  after,  they  escaped  into 

ing   blow  and  a   curse  driven  his  the  open  air. 

charges  backwards,  the  still  insen-  True  to  their  word,  and  possibly 
«ible  Ts'eng  would  have  been  left  in  the  hope  of  a  reward,  the  turn- 
in  his  chair.  Scarcely  less  repul-  keys  applied  water  to  Ts'eng's  face 
sive  than  the  prisoners  was  the  and  head,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
jailer,  but  for  different  reasons,  awakening  life.  At  first  he  began 
There  were  no  signs  of  want  or  ill  to  move  restlessly,  and  to  moan 
health  about  him,  nor  was  he  dirtier  piteously,  and  then  opened  his 
than  Chinamen  of  his  class  generally  lack-lustre  eyes.  For  a  moment 
are,  but  a  harder  and  more  malig-  or  two  he  saw  nothing,  but  by  de- 
nant  faee  than  his  it  is  impossible  grees  his  power  of  conscious  sight 
to  imagine.  And  that  these  out-  returned,  and  he  looked  wildly 
ward  signs  were  but  the  reflection  round  the  cell.  His  firet  impres- 
of  the  savage  cruelty  of  his  cbarac-  sion  was  that  he  had  passed  into  a 
ter,  was  proved  by  the  look  of  abject  land  of  eternal  punishment,  such 
terror  with  which  the  prisoners  re-  as  he  had  heard  Buddhists  speak 
^rded  him.  In  a  voice  thick  and  of,  and  he  shrieked  aloud  for  mercy, 
grating,  he  ordered  two  of  his  myr-  The  sight,  however,  of  •  the  police- 
mydons  to  manacle  Ts'eng,and  then  man  who  had  served  the  warrant 
to  carry  him  into  one  of  the  cells  on  him,  recalled  to  his  recollection 
which  formed  the  eastern  and  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest ; 
western  sides  of  the  courtyard,  and  as  his  real  condition  dawned 
Even  from  the  outside  these  places  upon  him,  he  sank  back  on  the  stage, 
looked  more  like  wild-beast  dens  overcome  with  horror  and  despair, 
thanthedwellings  of  human  beings.  How  long  he  lay  in  this  condition 
The  roofs  were  low,  and  a  double  he  knew  not,  but  he  was  aroused 
row  of  strong  wooden  palisades,  from  it  by  the  entrance  of  the 
reaching  from  the  ground  to  the  prisoners  from  the  courtyard,  who 
eaves,  guarded  them  in  front.  Into  were  being  driven  in  for  the  night, 
one  of  these  dungeons,  over  whose  Already  the  platform  was  full 
portal  was  inscribed,  as  if  in  bitter  enough,  but  with  these  new  arrivals 
mockery,  the  motto,  "  The  misery  the  overcrowd  ing  became  excessive; 
of  to-day  may  be  the  happiness  of  and  as  the  weary  wretches  strug- 
to-morrow,"  Ts'eng  was  carried,  gled  with  their  little  remaining 
The  coolies,  determined  to  see  the  strength  for  the  places  nearest  to 
last  of  their  master,  followed  him  the  grating,  they  jostled  Ts'eng, 
in.  As  they  reached  the  door  they  and  fought  across  him  like  wild 
recoiled  as  though  a  blast  of  a  beasts,  adding  a  new  horror  to  his 
charnel  -  house  had  rushed  out  misery.  The  atmosphere  of  the 
Against  them.     Never  were  human  den  became  also  even  fouler  than 
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before  ;  and  what  with  the  beat  been  released  from  his  tortures  by 
and  stench,  Ts'eng  be^an  to  feel  death  ;  and  the  rats,  more  con- 
feverish  and  ill.  His  head  ached  scious  of  the  fact  than  the  jailers, 
fiercely,  his  skin  burnt,  and  his  were  gnawing  at  the  only  fleshy 
mouth  was  dry  and  parched.  In  parts  of  his  skeleton-like  form.  A 
hisagony  he  called  aloud  for  water;  like  fate  was  the  only  portal  of 
and  though  at  first  his  cries  were  escape  left  to  those  about  hira^ 
disregarded,  his  importunity  pre-  and  eagerly  they  desired  to  meet 
vailed  with  a  prisoner  less  callous  it.  Ever  and  anon  sleep  relieved 
than  the  rest,  who  filled  a  tin  mug  Ts'eng's  eyes  from  the  contempla- 
from  a  tub  which  stood  in  the  tion  of  these  horrors,  and  then  in 
middle  of  the  cell.  The  act  of  'his  dreams,  as  though  by  a  law  of 
moving  the  water  caused  a  fetid  contraries,  he  wandered  in  the 
stench  to  rise  from  the  slimy  sur-  asphodel  meadows  of  Elysium,  sur- 
face of  the  reservoir  ;  and  so  foul  rounded  by  every  object  calculated 
were  the  contents  of  the  mug,  that,  to  gratify  the  imagination  and  de- 
thoush  burning  with  fever,  Ts'eng  light  the  senses.  The  transition 
could  scarcely  make  up  his  mind  from  these  visions  to  a  perception 
to  taste  them.  But  tnirsty  men  of  his  actual  surroundings  was 
will  swallow  anything  ;  and  at  last  sharp  and  bitter.  In  moments  of 
he  drained  the  cup  to  its  dregs,  and  reason  he  sought  for  the  means  of 
even  returned  it  to  his  benefactor  escape  from  the  terrors  of  bis  pre- 
with  grateful  thanks.  sent  cell.  He  knew  enough  of 
All  night  long  he  tossed  about,  prisons  to  know  that  it  was  in  the 
burning  with  fever  and  tortured  power  of  the  turnkeys  to  mitigate 
by  delirium.  His  restlessness  the  sufferings  of  their  charges,  and 
earned  for  him  the  anathemas  of  he  knew  that  money  was  the  key 
his  fellow-prisoners,  who,  having  to  open  the  door  of  their  sym* 
been  long  inured  to  the  foul  at-  pathies.  He  remembered  that  when 
mosphere  of  the  den,  slept  in  com-  an-ested  he  had  some  ten  or  twelve 
parative  quiet.  As  daylight  dawned  ounces  of  silver  in  his  pocket,  and 
the  figures  about  him  mixed  them-  he  made  up  his  mind  to  try  the 
selves  up  with  his  delirious  dreams,  effect  of  these  on  the  turnkey  when 
which,  however,  could  add  nothing  he  should  come  to  open  the  cell  in 
to  the  horrors  actually  presented  the  morning.  At  last  that  happy 
to  his  eye.  Shocking  as  had  been  moment  arrived.  The  main  wW 
the  aspect  of  his  fellow-prisoners  had  turned  the  key  on  him  the 
in  the  courtyard  the  day  before,  it  nighjt  before  now  threw  open  the 
was  nothing  to  be  compared  to  the  door,  and  Ts'eng,  in  company  with 
condition  of  many  of  those  whose  most  of  his  fellow-prisoners,  crawled 
weakness  had  prevented  them  from  out  into  the  fresher  air  of  the  court* 
groping  their  way  into  the  outer  yard.  As  the  turnkey  passed 
air.  One  group  of  these  were  hud-  through  the  yard,  Ts'eng  accosted 
died  together  at  the  end  of  the  him,  and  in  exchange  for  the  con* 
platform,  whose  emaciated  bodies  tents  of  his  purse,  procured  a 
and  look  of  fierce  agony  told  only  breakfast  which  was  the  feast  of 
too  plainly  that  they  were  starving,  an  epicure  compared  to  the  fare 
One  of  their  number  had  already  dealt  out  to  the  common  herd.' 


^  If  any  should  think  this  descriptioD  of  a  Chinese  prisoD  overdrawn,  we  would 
refer  them  to  *  China/  hy  G.  Wiiigrove  Cook,  I808,  *  China/  by  Archdeacon  Qny». 
1878  ;  and  *  The  Golden  Chersonese/  by  Miss  Bird,  1882,  cum  multis  aim. 
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Meanwhile  Gk>lden-lilies*  night  with  which  they  were  eeverally 
had  b««n  scarcely  more  pleasantly  charged,  this  man  did  much  to 
spent  than  her  husband's  ;  and  to  lighten  the  cares  of  all,  and  of 
her  alno  had  occurred  the  idea  that  Ts'eng  in  particular,  to  whom  he 
it  would  be  possible  to  buy  with  seemed  to  have  taken  a  liking.  Of 
money  the  consideration  of  the  jail-  Ts'en^'s  prospects — *'  as  I  suppose,'* 
era.  While  it  was  yet  early,  there-  he  said,  "  you  are  willing  to  be 
fore,  she  collected  all  the  available  liberal  with  your  money," — ^he  pro- 
cash  in  the  house,  and  set  out  in  her  f essed  to  take  a  hopeful  view  ; 
sedan-chair  for  the  prison.  The  head  while  he  did  not  conceal  the  fact 
jailer  received  the  announcement  that  his  own  career  would  in  all 
of  her  name  with  a  cynical  smile,  probability  be  quickly  cut  short. 
He  had  expected  that  she  would  '*  Instigating  a  rebellion  is  not 
come  and  knew  well  the  object  of  a  crime  that  finds  mercy,  even 
her  visits.  Accustomed  to  such  though  it  might  be  justifi^  as  in 
interviews,  and  to  the  readiest  my  case,  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
means  of  turning  them  to  the  best  local  mandarins." 
aoopnntfhe  at  first  assumed  a  hard  *'  But  if  you  are  without  hope^ 
and  nnrelaxing  manner,  and  yield*  how  can  you  possibl;^  be  as  cheer- 
ed only  to  Gk>Iden-lilies'  entreaties,  ful  as  you  are?"  replied  Ts'eng. 
when  be  had  drained  her  resources.  **  Because  I  am  a  philosopher,'^ 
The  upshot,  however^  of  the  visit  said  Lung — for  that  was  his  name  ; 
was,  that  Ts'eng  was  summoned  ^because  I  have  drunk  deep  at 
before  the  jailer,  and  was  told  that,  the  fountain  which  inspired  l4U>n- 
in  consideration  of  his  being  un*  tsze,  Chwang-tsse,  and  others,  and 
tried,  he  should  be  removed  to  an-  have  learnt  with  them  the  true 
other  courtyard,  ^*  where,"  said  the  value  of  life  and  the  art  of  living 
jailer,  with  something  approaching  and  dying." 
a  smile,  ^  I  hope  you  will  be  more  ^'  The  men  you  speftk  of  were 
comfortable  than  you  probably  heretics,"  replied  Ts'eng,  ''and 
were  last  night."  In  fulfilment  of  went  so  far  as  even  to  speak  dis- 
this  concession,  Ts'eng  was  led  off  respectfully  of  our  great  master 
to  a  neighbouring  compound,  which  Confucius.  Nothing  but  disap- 
appeared  almost  cleau  and  healthy  pointment  must  follow  on  faith  in 
in  comparison  with  the  one  he  had  such  as  those." 
just  left.  The  prisoners  in  it  also  '*  You  boast  yourself  in  Conf u- 
were  fewer  in  number,  and  though  cius,  do  you  ?  "  rejoined  Lung.  *'  I 
they  were  dirty  and  unshaven,  they  thought  you  did  when  you  first 
were  evidently  of  a  higher  class  came  in,  by  your  look  of  misery. 
than  Ts'eng's  late  companions.  Now  tell  me,  how  does  he  help  you 
They  welcomed  Ts'eng  with  some  in  your  present  difficulty  ?  Which 
attempts  at  conversation,  and  per-  is  in  the  best  mental  case — you 
formed  various  kindly  ofilices  for  who  trust  in  the  stereotyped 
him,  which,  in  his  weak  state  of  phrases  of  that  old  formalist,  or  I 
health,  were  more  than  he  had  who  follow  the  kindly  lead  of  the 
either  energy  or  strength  to  ac-  Taouist  philosophers?  You  look 
complish  for  himself.  One  man  on  the  future  life  with  terrified  un- 
in  particular,  a  stout,  cheery-look-  certainty  ;  wh.le  I,  regarding  it  in 
ing  son  of  Ham,  was  very  kind  its  true  light,  see  in  it  but  a  con- 
and  attentive  ;  and  as  the  day  wore  tinuance  of  existence  in  a  new 
on,  and  they  began  to  know  more  shape." 
about  one  another,  and  the  offences  *'  These  are  all  fallacies." 
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"  Show  me  that  they  are."  ever  returned  to  life  to  give  us  his 

"  Did  not  Confucius  say,  in  an-  experiences,  and  your  creed  on  this 

swer  to  Ke  Lu*8  question  about  a  point  must  of  *  necessity,  therefore, 

future   state,    *  We   do  not   know  be  merely  an  assumption.'' 
about  life,  and  how,  then,  can  we        "  Nay,  it  is  more  than  that.     Do 

know  about  anything  beyond  the  we  not  see  all  around  usthat  noth- 

grave  ? '     And  if    Conf  ucius's  in-  ing  in  creation  is  ever  absolutely 

telligence  stopped  short  with  life,  destroyed  ?      It    suffers    ceaseless 

who  can  possibly  hope  to  peer  be-  changing,  but  always  exists.    Look 

yond  it?"  at  the  wood  on  a  fire  ;  it  ceases  to 

"  And  are  you  really  such  a  be  wood  after  the  flames  have 
blind  follower  of  the  blind  as  that  consumed  it,  but  it  reappears  as 
comes  to  ?  Has  it  never  occurred  smoke  and  ashes.  Look  at  the 
to  you  to  ask  yourself  whence  you  leaves  which  strew  the  ground  in 
came  and  whither  you  are  going  ?  autumn  :  decay  transforms  their 
But  I  need  not  put  the  question  shapes,  but  they  do  but  change 
to  you,  for  if  you  had,  you  would  into  mould,  which  again  enters  in- 
never  tremble  so  at  the  bare  idea  to  the  life  of  plants  and  trees, — and 
of  stepping  over  the  brink.  To  so  created  things  go  on  for  ever." 
me,  the  knowledge  that  the  execu-  '^  That  is  a  kind  of  reasoning 
tioner*s  sword  will  help  me  to  re-  that  I  don't  understand,"  replied 
turn  to  the  Great  Mother  of  all  Ts'eng.  "  If  you  can  produce  any 
things,  from  whence  I  came  and  positive  evidence  that  there  is  a 
to  which,  in  common  with  all  ere-  future  existence,  I  will  believe  it ; 
ated  things,  I  must  return,  is  no  but  I  cannot  accept  a  faith  which 
unpleasing  prospect.  I  have  play-  is  based  on  an  analogy  of  burnt 
ed  my  part  on  this  stage.  I  have  wood  and  decayed  leaves.  And 
dreamed  my  earthly  dream,  with  so  to  call  me  to  take  comfort  in 
its  fancies,  its  nightmares,  and  its  the  contemplation  of  a  future  state 
momentsjof  pleasurable  excitement,  of  happiness,  is  like  telling  a  bun- 
and  now  I  am  ready  and  willing  gry  man  to  satisfy  his  appetite 
to  pass  into  the  loving  arms  of  by  thinking  of  a  feast,  or  a  man 
the  *  Abyss  Mother.'  Here  we  shivering  with  cold  to  feel  warm 
Taouists  have  the  advantage  over  by  imagining  a  roaring  fire." 
you  Confucianists.  You  strut  "  So  this  is  what  it  comes  to ; 
about,  talking  loudly  over  the  re-  that  Confucius  serves  as  a  guide 
lations  between  man  and  man,  through  life  when  a  man  ought  to 
parents  and  child  ren,and  sovereigns  be  able  to  guide  himself,  and  de- 
and  ministers — all  good  things  in  serts  you  just  at  the  moment  when, 
their  way — but  you  forget  or  close  in  the  face  of  death,  you  want 
your  eyes  to  the  fact  that  existence  some  staff  to  support  you,  and 
does  not  end  with  what  we  call  some  hand  to  lead  you.  But  here 
death.  You  limit  your  svstem  to  comes  the  jailer,  looking  more  like 
the  short  space  of  man's  fife  upon  a  demon  than  ever  ;  he  must  have 
earth,  while  we,  overleaping  all  bad  news  for  one  of  us." 
bounds  of  time,  claim  our  right  to  At  this  moment  the  jailer  en- 
immortality,  and  step  with  assur-  tered  with  the  list  of  those  whose 
ance  into  the  grave."  names  had  been  marked  with  the 

"  That  is  all  very  plausible,"  said  vermilion  pencil  of  the  emperor 
Ts*eng,  "  but  you  have  no  evidence  for  immediate  execution,  and  turn- 
that  there  is  any  continuance  of  ing  to  Lung,  he  told  him,  with- 
existence  after  death.     No  one  has  out  any  unnecessary  verbiage,  that 
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his  time  had  come.    The  seal  thus  same  moment,  at  a  signal  from  the 

set  to  the  fate  of  his  acquaintance  magistrate,  one  of  the  secretaries 

was  a  severe  shock  to  poor  Tis'eng.  read  out  the  accusation,  in  which  he 

His  tongae  refused  to  speak,  and  was  charged  with  having  murdered 

he  durst  not  look  on  the  face  of  '*  a  wandering  pedlar,  named  Ting." 

the  condemned  man.     But  Lung  **  Are  you  guiliy  of  this  charge, 

was  quite  unmoved.  or  not  guilty  r"  asked  the  magis- 

^'  Yon  see,**  he  said,  addressing  trate,  in  a  cold,  clear  voice. 

Ts'eng,  "  my  race  is  run,  and  I  only  "  Not  guilty,  your  Excellency,'* 

hope  that  if  ever  you  should  be  in  said  Ts'eng,  vaguely  hoping  that 

a  like  position,  yon  may  be  enabled  his  denial  would  be  sufficient. 

to  face  the  future  with  the  same  **  Call  the  witnesses,"  said  the 

composure  that  I  do,  and  to  place  magistrate  ;  and  to  Ts^eng's  horror, 

as  sure  a  faith  in  the  loving  ten-  at  a  sign  from  the  secretary.  Tan 

demess  of  the  Oreat  Mother  of  us  stepped  forward  and  fell  on  his 

all,   as  that  which  now.  supports  knees, 

me."  **  Now  tell  as  what  you  know  of 

Tb'eng  was  too  much  overcome  to  this  matter,"  said  the  magistrate, 

utter  a  word,  but  wrung  his  friend's  Thus  adjured.  Tan  told  the  whole 

hands,    and    with    weeping    eyes  story  from  beginning  to  end,  and 

watched  him  led  off  to  be  ques-  though  he  laid  great  stress  on  the 

tioned  by  the  judge  before  h^ing  pressure  Ts*eng  had  put  upon  him 

borne  to  the  execution-ground.  to  induce  him  to  help  to  bury  the 

This  event  cast  a  eloom  over  the  body,  he,  on  the  whole,  maae  hit 

prison  for  the  rest  of  the  day  ;. and  statement  plamly  and  truthfully. 

the  approach  of  night,  even  though  Still  Ts'eng  thought  it  possible  that, 

it  entailed  a  retreat  into  the  close  if  no  other  evidence  was  produced. 

Mid  fetid  atmosphere  of  the  cell,  his  word  would  be  taken  against 

was  a  relief  to    all.      The    next  his  servant's, — at  all  events,  the 

morning,  immediately  after  break-  only  answer  that  occurred  to  his 

fast,  the  jailer  paid  another  visit  to  confused  mind  was  a  flat  denial, 

the  courtyard  and  summoned  Ts'eng  *'The  whole  story,  your  ExceU 

to  appear  before  the  magistrate,  lency,  is  a  lie  from  lleginning  to 

The  contrast  between  his  last  in-  end,"  he  said,  ''and  is  invented  by 

terview   with   his  judge  and  the  this  man  out  of  spite,  in  conse* 

present  occasion,  covered  Ts'eng  quence  of  my  having  had  occasioD 

with  shame  and  remorse.     As  he  to  flog  him  for  a  gross  falsehood 

entered  the  judgment-hall  he  scarce-  and  breach  of  trust."    The  confi. 

ly    ventur^    to   lift   his  eyes  to  dent  manner  in  which  Ts'eng  made 

his  former  host,  who  was  seated  this  uncompromising  assertion,  evi* 

behind  a  large  table  covered  with  dently  produced  a  favourable  effect 

red  cloth,  attended  by  secretaries,  on  the  magistrate,  who,  turning  to 

interpreters,    and    turnkeys.      He  Tan,  asked— 

thought  it  just  possible   that  when  ''  Have  you  any  evidence  of  the 

the  magistrate  recognised  him  he  truth  of  your  story  ? " 

would  pay  him  some  consideration.  ''  Well,  your  Excellency,  I  can 

But  these  hopes  were  rudely  dis-  showyou  where  we  buried  the  body, 

pelled   when   two    of    the   execu-  and  where  it  is  at  this  moment,  if 

tioneni,  who  stood  at  the  foot  of  it  has  not  been  removed." 

the  dais,  taking  him  by  the  arms.  At  these  words  Ts'eng,  wlio  felt 

forced  him  on  his  knees.     At  the  the  ground  slipping  from  under 
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bim,  trembled  all  over,  and  would  "  Have  you  brought  the  body  ?  ** 

have    fallen   forward    had  not    a  "  We  have,   your   Excellency,'* 

turnkey     supported    him    on    his  answered  Tan,  **  and  here  it  is  ;  we 

knees.     These  signs  of  trepidation  put  it  into  this  coffin  as  it  has  been 

were  not  unmarked  by  the  magis-  dead    for    some    time  ;    shall   we 

trate,  who  ordered  two  policemen  open  it  ?  " 

to  go   with  Tan   to   exhume   the  "  Wait,"    said    the    magistrate, 

body,  and  directed  Ts'eng  in  the  who    was     evidently    anxious    to 

meantime   to   stand   on   one  side,  avoid   that  operation   if  possible. 

So  completely  had  his  nerves  now  and  turning  to  Ts'eng,  he  asked, 

forsaken    him,    however,    that  to  "  Do  you  still  deny  your  guilt  ?  " 

stand  was  impossible,  and  he  was  "  No,"  replied   Ts'eng,  who  had 

therefore  allowed   to  sit  huddled  now  lost  all  hope  ;  '^but*I  did  not 

up  against  an  angle  in    the    wall  mean  to  kill  him,  it  was  an  acci- 

at  the  side  of  the  court.     Here  he  dent,   indeed   it   was.      Oh,    have 

suffered  all  the  mental  tortures  to  mercy  on  me,"  cried  the  wretched 

which  weak  and  cowardly  natures  man,  <'  and  spare  mv  life  I     Punish 

are  susceptible.      Shame,  remorse,  me   in  any  way,  but  oh,  let  me 

and    anger    all    tortured    him    in  live ! " 

turns,  and  dominating  all  was  the  *^  Your  pitiable  cries  for  mercy," 

abject  terror  which  possessed  him.  said  the  magistrate,  "  only  mue 

The  knowledge  that  he  was  com-  your  conduct  worse.     You  had  no 

pletely  in  the  power  of  othera  over  compassion  on  the  man  you  mur- 

whom  he  had  not  the  slightest  in-  dered  and  who  now  lies  there  in 

fluence   or  control  ;    that  he  was  evidence  against  you,  and  I  shall 

alone   without   a  single  friend  to  therefore  have    none .  on   you.     I 

whom  to  turn  for  advice  or  help  ;    sentence  you " 

that  he  was  guilty  of  the  crime  At  this  moment  a  sound  of 
laid  to  his  charge  ;  and  that  death  voices  and  a  rush  of  persons  were 
at  the  hand  of  the  executioner  heard  at  the  other  end  of  the 
would  in  all  probability  be  his  courtyard.  The  magistrate  paused 
fate, — was  an  instrument  which  and  looked  up,  prepared  to  inflict 
plagued  him  with  such  intensity,  the  bastinado  on  the  intruders, 
that  it  almost  bereft  him  of  rea-  but  their  appearance  warned  him 
son.  Rocking  himself  to  and  that  something  unusual  had  hap- 
fro,  and  moaning  piteously,  he  sat  pened.  Golden-lilies  led  the  van, 
the  very  picture  of  misery.  Other  and  falling  on  her  knees  before 
cases  were  called  on  and  disposed  the  magistrate,  cried — 
of,  but  he  heard  not  a  wora,  and  '^  Spare  him,  spare  him,  yonr 
was  only  recalled  to  consciousness  Excellency  !  it  is  all  a  mistake, 
by  being  dragged  once  again  into  Ting  is  not  dead,  but  is  here." 
the  courtyard,  and  put  on  his  At  the  sound  of  Golden-lilies' 
knees  before  the  tribunal.  He  voice,  Ts'eng  awoke  from  the  trance 
knew  that  this  meant  that  Tan  into  which  he  had  fallen  at  the 
had  returned,  and  he  instinctively  magistrate's  rebuke,  and  turned 
felt  that  the  body  of  the  murdered  his  lack-lustre  eyes  upon  his. wife, 
man  was  close  beside  him,  but  he  Her  eager  look  gave  him  oonfi- 
durst  not  look  round.  Almost  life-  dence,  and  following  the  direction 
less,  he  knelt  waiting  for  the  first  of  her  outstretched  finger,  he  be- 
words,  which  seemed  as  though  they  held  the  old  pedlar  on  his  knees, 
were  never  to  be  uttered.  At  last  But  he  was  still  too  dazed  to 
they 'came.  grasp  the  situation.      Meanwhile 
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Golden-lilies'  yolability   was    on-  assertionsyoa  produce  a bod^  which 

checked.  is  not  Ting's,  since  Tins  is  here. 

**  Ask    him,    vonr   Excellency,  How  do  you  explain  this  ?  " 

and   he   will   tefl   you   he   is  the  "All  I  can    say,    your  Excel- 

man  ;    that  the  ferryman  told  a  lency,  is,  that  my  master  ordered 

wicked  lie  ;  and  that  far  from  hay-  me  to  bury  Ting  ;    and  Lai,  the 

log  been  killed,  he  has  not  suffered  ferryman,  told  me  that  the  man 

the  slightest  inconvenience  from  his  I  buried  was  Ting." 

fall.**  "  Arreat  Lai  and  bring  him  be- 

'^  But  your  husband    has    con-  fore  me  at  once,"  said  the  magis- 

fessed    that    he  murdered    him,"  trate    to  a  police-runner ;    "  and 

said  the  magistrate.  meanwhile  1  will  hear  the  ped- 

"  The    ferryman    told    him    he  lar's  evidence.  Bring  him  forward, 

had,  and  he  believed  him  ;  but  it  Who  are  you  ?  " 

was  not  true,"  urged  Gblden-lilies  ;  "  My  contemptible  sumame,your 

^and  just  when  I  thought  that  Excellency,is  Ting,  and  my  person- 

the  darkest  hour  of  my  life  had  al  name  is  *  Heavenly  Brightness.* " 

come,  when  all  hope  of  seeing  my  "  Tell  me  what  yon  know  of  this 

hosband  again  alive  seemed  van-  matter.                        < 

ishioff,  who  should  knock  at  our  "After  leaving    the    house   of 

door  but  the  pedlar  himself.  With-  his  honour  Ts'eng,"  said  Ting," 

oat  waiting  to  hear  his  explana-  "  I    got    into     Lai's    ferry  -  boat 

tion,  I  have  brought  him  with  me ;  to  cross  the  lake.     On  the  way 

and  now  do  let  my  husband  go."  over  I  told  him  the  story  of  the 

"  Not  so  fast,"  said  the  magis*  fracas  at  his  honour's  door,  and 

irate.     "I  must  first  satisfy  my.  showed  him  the  silk   which   had 

self  that  this  is  Ting,^  and  then  been  given  me.     He  took  a  fancy 

I  most  inquire  who  that  dead  man  to  the  pattern  on  it,  and  bought  it 

yonder  is,  or  rather    was.      Call  from  me,  as  well  as  the  basket  in 

Tan."  which  I  carried  it.     Nothing  else 

At  this  invocation  Tan  took  up  happened  until   just  as  we  got  to 

his  former  position  on  his  knees  ;  the  other  shore,  when  we  saw  the 

but  in  the  mterval  since  his  last  corpse  of   a   man  floating  in  the 

appearance  he  had  lost  confidence,  water.     As  I  walked   away  from 

and   the   turn    events    had    taken  the  shore  I  turned  round  and  saw 

did  not,  he  saw,  clearly  reflect  so  Lai  rowing  towards  the  body.     I 

brightly  on  his  prospects  as  they  reached  home   the  same  evening 

did  on  Ts'en^'s.     He  felt  that  he  and  remained  there  until  to-day, 

was  compromised,  though  he  could  when    I    called    at    his    honour's 

not  understand  all,   and  was   not  house.     On  showing  myself  at  the 

quite    sure    how    the    magistrate  door  I  was,  to  my  surprise,  hurried 

would,  on  review,  regard  his  con-  off  here,  and  now  I  kneel  in  your 

duct.  Excellency's  presence." 

^^  Do  you  recognise  that  man  ? "  At  this   juncture  Lai    entered, 

asked  the  magistrate,  pointing  at  The  last    few    weeks'  dissipation 

Tinff.  had  not  improved  his  appearance, 

"Yes,   your  Excellency ;   he   is  and    his    ill  -  concealed   terror    at 

Ting  the  pedlar,  or  his  ghost."  his  present  predicament   added  a 

*^  But    in    your    evidence     you  ghastly  paleness  to  his  bleared  and 

charged  your  master  with  murder-  sallow  complexion. 

ing  Ting,  and  you  swore  that  you  *'  How  is  this,"  said  the  magis- 

baried  him;  and  in  support  of  your  trate,  "  that  you  have  charged  an 
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innocent   man   with   murder,   and  8ilence,yet,  in  consideration  of  your 

have  palmed  off  on  him  the  body  of  imprisonment  and  of  what  you  have 

some  one  else  as  that  of  the  man  gone  through,  I  acquit  you." 

you  said  he  had  murdered  ? "  Never    were    more     life-givine 

Seeing  that  circumstances  were  words  uttered  than  those  addressea 

against  him  Lai  was  silent.  by    the     magistrate     to     Ts'eng. 

"  Now  listen,"  said   the  magis-  Their  effect  was  visible  upon  him 

trate  ;  "  you,  Lai,  are  the  principal  physically  ;  he  seemed  to  grow  in 

culprit  in  this  affair.    You  brought  bulk  under  their  gracious  influence, 

an  unjust  accusation  against  an  in-  and    his   face   reverted   from   the 

nocent  man,  and  by  means  of  it  pallor  of  death   to  the  colour  of 

extorted  money  froi^i  him.      For  life. 

these  crimes  I  sentence  you  to  re-  "  May  your  Excellency  live  for 
ceive  a  hundred  blows  with  the  ever,"  said  he,  as  he  kotowed  be- 
large  bamboo,  and  to  be  transported  fore  his  judge,  who,  however,  had 
into  Mongolia  for  five  years.  Be-  left  the  judgment-seat  before  he 
cause  you.  Tan,  having  connived  had  completed  his  nine  prostra- 
at  the  concealment  of  what  yon  tions.  As  the  magistrate  turned 
believed  to  be  a  murder,  charged  away  from  the  hall,  ne  met  Mr  Tsc^ 
your  master  with  the  murder  out  who  had  come  to  call  upon  him. 
of  a  spirit  of  revenge,  I  sentence  '* So  our  friend  Tseng  has  got 
you  to  receive  fifty  blows  on  the  off,  I  see,"  said  his  visitor, 
mouth,  and  fifty  blows  with  the  "Yes,"  said  the  magistrate, 
large  bamboo.  And  as  to  you,  "  but  I  have  quite  come  round  to 
Ts'eng,  though  your  conduct  has  your  estimate  of  his  cbaraicter. 
been  bad  in  attempting  to  conceal  He  is  a  poor  creature.  I  sent  a 
what  you  believed  to  be  your  much  finer  fellow  to  the  execation- 
crime,   and   in   bribing  others  to  ground  yesterday." 
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SIR  ALEXANDER  GRANT. 

Thk  year  1884  will  probably  be       **  When  we  think,"  he  said,  "  of  the 

regarded   by   the   writer   who    in  unanimous  response,  of  the  most  cor- 

after-years  takes  up  the  '  Story  of  ^'^}  and  the  most  respectful  character, 

«u^  Ti^;»»^u«.  -rv^  i?^:,,"k.,*«pU  >  o<i  which  our  invitations  received  from 

the  XTniyersity  of  Edinburgh     as  ^  ^^^         ^  ^^^.       ^^^^^ .  ^j^^^ 

the  most  memorable  and  impress-  ^^  think  of  that  notable  aasemblage 
ive  year  \u  the  annals  of  that  m-  of  delegates— the  greatest  inter-aca^ 
stitation.  It  is  hardly  too  much  demic  and  international  gathering 
to  say  that  it  was  in  that  year  that  has  ever  been  seen — marshalled 
that  the  University  first  became  in  their  varied  costumes  within  the 
f  ally  conscious  that  it  had  a  his-  Parliament  House ;  when  we  think 
tory,  and  that  teachers  and  stu-  ^^g»^  thaftl^uS^of^  Edi? 
dcnu  fully  realised  that  the  work  burgfi  if  held  in  high  esteem,  that 
on  which  they  were  engaged  waa  the  names  of  its  great  men  are  widely 
connected  by  continuous  develop-  known,  and  that  it  is  considered  to 
ment  with  that  which  had  been  have  had  a  glorious  past ;  and  when 
carried  on  in  or  near  the  same  we  recall  the  eloquent  words  of  so 
place  for  three  centuries.  The  many  gifted  orators,  who  from  various 
nnmbem  attending  the  University,  R<>i^*»  ^/  ^^'^  ^~"«^^  *^«^  contribu- 
which  had  been.nfpidly  increasing  Hra^J  t^jSifon^^'we^'ca^^^^^^ 
for  aeveral  previous  years,  m  that  feel  that  no  university  in  the  history 
year  reached  a  maximum  never  of  civilisation  has  ever  been  so  hig^y 
previonsly  attained.  The  year  was  honoured  as  ours.*'  ^ 
farther  memorable  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  new  buildings,  by  which  And  if  the  writer  has  the  sympa- 
Edinburgh  has  been  provided  with  thetic  discernment  through  which 
a  school  of  science  and  medicine  the  characters  of  men  can  be  read 
anperior  to  any  in  Britain,  and  in  their  writings,  he  will  see  that 
second  to  very  few  in  Europe,  the  feeling  of  pride  which  prompted 
And  while  these  results  would  be  these  words  is  entirely  impersonal; 
dwelt  on,  as  marking  the  highest  and  if  he  turns  to  the  actual  re- 
point  in  material  prosperity  which  cords  of  the  celebration,  he  will 
the  University  had  attained,  the  find  that  the  man  to  whose  imagi- 
ereat  tercentenary  celebration  of  nation,  practical  sagacity,  and  affec- 
last  April  might  well  stimulate  tion  for  his  University  the  concep- 
the  imagination  of  the  writer,  and  tion  and  realisation  of  the  idea  are 
claim  to  be  described  with  the  almost  entirely  due,did  not  regard  it 
rich  colouring  of  historic  art.  as  an  occasion  for  personal  displav, 
But  he  would  probably  feel  that  but,  while  performing  admirably 
the  true  significance  of  that  event  every  duty  imposed  by  his  position, 
is  best  expressed  in  the  words  kepthimself  in  the  background,  and 
spoken  by  the  Principal  in  his  left  it  to  the  distinguished  guests 
address  to  the  students  at  the  of  the  University  to  speak  to  the 
opening  of  the  present  session.  assembled  graduates  and  students. 


^  Address  to  the  Students  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  by  Sir  Alexande' 
Grant,  Bart.,  Principal  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  ^.,  &c.,  delivered  on 
38th  October  1884.    W.  Blackwood  &  Sons. 
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The  writer  would  then  probably  amusements,  while  he  bad  the 
speak  of  the  address  delivered  by  wisdom,  based  on  wide  culture 
the  Principal  to  the  students  on  and  large  intercourse  with  the 
the  28th  of  October,  which,  even  world,  to  know  and  hold  before 
if  no  other  record  of  him  survived,  them  the  ideal  of  character  at 
would  prove  that  Edinburgh  Uni-  which  they  should  aim  ;  and  which 
versity  was,  from  the  year  1868  took  from  the  social  life  of  Edin- 
till  the  year  1884,  presided  over  burgh  one  who  met  all  classes 
by  a  man  of  remarkable  qualities  with  simple  cordiality  and  ur- 
of  heart,  mind,  and  imagination  ;  banity,  and  who  left  upon  all  who 
full  of  enthusiasm  and  reverence,  came  in  any  way  into  close  con- 
regulated  and  controlled  by  common  tact  with  him,  an  impression  of 
sense  and  practical  sagacity  ;  dig-  intellectual  power,  of  a  large  heart,, 
nified  and  simple  in  his  bearing  ;  and  of  great  public  spirit, — of  one 
holding  a  high  ideal  of  what  the  exceptionally  free  from  personal 
University  ought  to  be,  and  at  the  vanity,  ambition,  or  self-seeking^ 
same  time  loving  it  with  loyal  affec-  of  any  kind,  and  who  found  hia 
tion  as  it  actually  was  ;  generous  happiness  in  doing  his  duty,  in  the 
and  kindly  in  his  relations  to  his  minutest  details  as  well  as  in  the 
colleagues,  most  solicitous  for  the  largest  schemes  for  its  improve- 
welfare  of  the  students  over  whom  ment,  to  the  institution  to  which 
he  presided,  and  courteous  and  con-  he  came  sixteen  years  before  as  a 
siderate  in  all  his  intercourse  with  stranger. 

them;  one,  too,  who  could  speak  and        While    it    was    with    the  Uni- 

write  with  g^ceand  power  on  great  versity  of  Edinburgh  that  the  last 

occasions,  as  he  did  with  grace  and  and   longest    part    of    his    career 

playful   humour,    in    which   there  was    identified,    and    while    it    is 

was  no  sting,  on  the  lighter  occa-  there   that    the  sense  of  his  loss- 

sions  of  social  meetings.     Through  is  freshest,  yet  his  name  is  still  . 

all  this  memorable    year,   in   the  remembered    for    excellent    work 

relations  of  the  University  to  the  done  in  two  other  widely  different 

outside  world,  to  the  men  of  learn-  spheres.     For  ten  years  after  tak« 

ing  and   science   who  came  from  ing  his  degree  at  Oxford  he  worked 

foreign   universities,    to    students  as  a  private  tutor,  and  occasion*- 

and  graduates,  and  in  the  conduct  ally  as  a  public  examiner  there ;. 

of  all  its  internal  affairs,  he  stood  and  the  appreciation  of  what  he 

forth  the  living  representative  of  was  and   what  he  did    then,  was 

the  spirit  of  the  University.     Then,  shown  by  the  recent  bestowal  of 

when  he   had  just   witnessed  and  the    honorary    degree    of  D.C.L^ 

inaugurated  the  commencement  of  upon  him  by  the  University,  and 

what   he   confidently    looked   for-  by   his  election   as  an    Honorary 

ward  to  as  a  new  and  greater  era  of  Fellow   of   Oriel,   the    college    of 

academicprogress,  came  the  stroke,  which*  he    was     a     distinguished 

tragically  sudden  and  unexpected,  actual  Fellow  between  the  years 

which  deprived  the  Universitv  of  1840  and  1859.     But  more  than  by 

his   great    administrative    ability,  any  outward  signs  of  honour,  his 

his  colleagues  of  one  whom   in  all  qualities   of   mind  and   heart  are 

their  relations  with  him  they   felt  attested  by  the   lasting   affection 

to  be  a  personal  friend  ;  the  stu-  felt   for  him    by    contemporaries 

dents   of   the   University   of    one  who  formerly  stood  to  him  in  the 

who    had    a    heart     still     young  relation  of  tutor  or  pupil,  or  simply 

enough  to  sympathise  with  their  of  fellow-student.     Among  those 
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with  whom  he  was  most  intimate    tempt  anything  on  a  great  scale, 
at  Balliol  and  Oriel,  several  have    Bat  from  the  first  he  felt  him- 
since  ohtained  distinction  in  the    self    identified    with     the    work 
world  ;  some  were  cut  off  at  a  still    here,  as  he    had  done  in  India  : 
earlier  aee,  leaving  on  the  memory    he  became  attached   to   the  Uni- 
of  their  friends  a  deep  impression    versit^    with    that    fondness   for 
of  what  they  had  been,  and  of  what    all    his     surroundings     which     at 
they  were  still  capable  of  .becom-    all  times  came  naturally  to  him  ; 
ing.     Those  who  still  survive  of    and  he  most  earnestly  desil'ed  to 
the  men  of  that  time,  who  were    see  it  hold  a  higher  place  in   lit- 
intimate    with    one  another,  feel    erature,  science,  and   professional 
that  one  more  of  the  best  among    teaching,  than  it  had  at  any  for- 
their    friends  —  to    meet    whom    mer  time.     With  the  expansion  of 
in    later   life,    on    his    occasional    the  University  within  the  last  ten 
visits  to  Oxford  and  London,  was    ^ears,  and  the  call  for  new  build- 
one  of  their  greatest  uleiteures —    mgs  to  meet   that  expansion,  he 
has  been  taken   from  them.    The    recognised  a  new  mode  of  serving 
second  part    of    his    active  career    it,  for  which  his  tact  and  know- 
was  passed   in   a  larger  and   less    ledge  of  «men,  his    courtesy  and 
familiar    sphere.      From  1859  to    conciliatory  temper,  admirably  fit* 
1868  he  filled  various  important    ted  him  ;  and  while  it  is  to   the 
educational  offices    in  India,  ulti-    munificence  of  many  benefactors 
mately  becoming  Director  of  Pub-    that  the   University  owes  its  re- 
lic Instruction  and  Member  of  the    cent   enlargement,    it  will  be  ac- 
Legislative    Council  of    Bombay,    knowledged  by    those    associated 
Nothing  can  show  the  variety  -and    with  him  in  the  task  of  laying  the 
Tersatility  of  his  gifts  more  than    claims  of    the   University    before 
bis  success  in  a  career  so  differ-    the  public,  that  the  personal  influ- 
ent   from    that    of    the    student    ence  of  the  Principal  was  a  power- 
of    literature   and    philosophy,  in    fnl  agent  in' attracting  that  munifi- 
which     he    first    gained    distinc-    cence.  Long  before  it  had  occurred 
tion.     Not  only  were  his  services    to  an  v  one  else,  his  imagination  re- 
to  the    cause     of     education     in    cognised  the  completion  of  the  third 
India  acknowledged  in  important    century  in  the  life  of  the  Univer- 
official  documents,  but  his  active    sity  as  a  great   opportunity  ;  and 
kindncHs    is  still  remembered  by    it  was  by  that  idea  that  he   was 
some  of  those  who  were  his   stu-    stimulated  to  devote  years  to  the 
dents  at  Elpliinstone  College.    His    composition  of  his  history,  which, 
duties    in    Edinburgh   involved   a    whether  it  may  or  may  not  satisfy 
complete  change  from  his  previous    critics   as   a   work  of  art,  is  per- 
work  both  in  Oxford  and  in  India,    haps  the   greatest   literary   monu- 
They  gave  no  scope  to  his  admir-    ment  ever  raised  to  the  honour  of 
able  powers  of  teaching,  by  which    any  university. 
he  won  distinction  at  Oxford.    He        It  might   at   first   sight   appear 
was   called    upon   to  administer  a    that   this  was,    in  some   respects, 
long-established   educational    sys-    a    broken   career ;  and  that  more 
tern,  not  to  initiate  and  organise    effectual    work    might   have  been 
a  new  one,  as  he  had  done  in  India,    done  and  greater  distinction  acquir- 
He  ha<l,  in  the  earlier  years  at  least    ed  had  his  life  been  passed    in  one 
of  his  Principalship,  rather  to  at«    sphere  of  duty.      He   would  cer- 
tend  to  a  number  of  minute  and    tainly   have  taken   a  still  higher 
multifarious  details,    than   to  at-    rank  than  he  now  holds  among  the 
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interpreters   of    Aristotle  and  the  when   the   thought  of  his  loss    is 
teachers  of  moral  philosophy  had  still  vivid  among  old  college  friends 
he  continued  his  career  at  Oxford,  and  more  recent   colleagues,    and 
Or  had  he  come  straight  from  Ox-  his    familiar  figure    is    missed  by 
ford  to  a  professorship  in  a  Scottish  many,  with  a  sense  of  pain,  in  the 
university,  and    in    that    position  streets    of   Edinburgh.     By  birih 
become  familiar  with    the   peculi-  he  belonged,  on  the  father's  side, 
aritie.s»of*  Scottish    education  be-  to    an    old    Scottish    family,    the 
fore  he  was   called    to   the   Priu-  Grants    of  Dalvey    on    Speyside. 
cipalship,   he    would    have   gained  The   family  estate   had  been  sold 
an  experience    which  would  have  by  his  grand father,and  the  fortune 
qualified  him  better,  perhaps,  than  invested  in  West  India  property  ; 
any    other    man,  to    initiate    and  and  from  that  time  the  connection 
direct  the  reform   of    our  schools  of  the  family   with   Scotland  had 
and  universities.     But  the  greater  ceased.     His  uncle,  Sir  Alexander 
distinction    as    a    writer,  and  the  Grant,  the  sixth  Baronet,  was  well 
special    experience    which    would  known    in   political  circles  and  in 
have    made   the  probleips  of    our  London  society,had  been  Chairman 
Scottish  educational  system  more  of  Committee  m  the  House  of  Com- 
immediately    intelligible    to    him,  mons,  and  was  a  prominent  mem- 
would  have  been  gained  with  the  ber    of    the    Carlton    Club.     His 
loss  of  that  larger  experience  and  mother  was  of  mixed  French  and 
discipline  which  developed  all  his  Scottish    extraction,    and  was  the 
power  both  of  thought  and  action,  daughter  of  a  planter  in  the  Dan- 
jBy  one  who  ^new  him  both  in  the  ish  West   Indian   island  of  Santa 
earlier  and  the  latest  stage  in  his  Cruz.     It  is   not  perhaps  fanciful 
career,  the  cultivated  Oxford  man,  to  trace  some  of  the  cbaracteris- 
who  from  the  years  1845  to  1859  tics    which   marked   him   through 
made  himself  a  name  in  scholarship  life  to  his  family  history.     When 
and   philosophy,   and  attached  to  he    first    came    up     from    school 
himself   so  many   friends,  ^slu  be  to   Oxford,   men  remarked  under 
recognised  as  the  same  in  his  essen-  the    unaffected    geniality    of    hit 
tial   qualities   and   gifts   with  the  manners     something    of    an    old- 
man  who,  in  after  life,  obtained  so  fashioned    courtesy    and    distinc- 
great  a  hold   over  all   those   with  tion,  which    has    been  noticed   as 
whom    he    acted, — gaining     their  characteristic  of  old  Scottish  fam- 
confidence   by   his   loyalty  to  the  ilies,  and  has  been  supposed  to  be 
cause  in  which  they  were  jointly  a   survival   of  the   historical  con- 
interested,  attaching  them  to  him-  nection  between  France  and  Scot- 
self  by  his  genial  and  cordial  inter-  land.       His    remarkable    freedom 
course  with  them,  and  impressing  from   prejudice  and    partisanshipy 
their  imagination  with  a  sense  of  re-  and    the    facility  with   which    he 
served  power, — as  of  one  capable  of  adapted  himself    to   new   circum- 
fulfilling  larger  duties  in  the  sphere  stances  and  new  people,  come  more 
of  government  and  administration,  naturally   to  a  Scotchman  by  de- 
had  they  come  in  his  way,  and  of  scent,   born   and  educated  out  of 
distinction,    as  of  one  who  could  Scotland,  than  either  to  a  home- 
have   taken    his   place    easily  and  bred  Scot  or  a  home-bred  English- 
naturally  among  the  great  in  the  man.     Though  no  man  could  have 
sphere  both  of  thought  and  action,  had  less  of  the  assumption  which 
A   short    sketch    of  his    career  the    consciousness    of  good  birth 
may  not  be  unwelcome   at  a   time  sometimes  imparts   to  men  of  in 


1885.]                             Sir  Alexander  Grant  137 

ferior   intellectual   calibre,  yet  he  honour  in  action,  as  it  has  had  for 

had    a  much    •livelier    sj^inpathy  others    who   have    become   classi- 

with  the   inherited  capacity  of  a*  cal  writers  of    English   prose  and 

governing    class    than    with    the  verse.     He  gainod  distinction   also 

qualities    which    make    men    sue-  in   games,   and   especially    in    the 

cessful  party  politicians  ;. and  while  great   game    in   which    the   chief 

in    the    best    sense  of    the    word  renown  of  Harrow  has  been  won  ; 

liberal  in    his  views,  he  was  much  and    for  two  successive  seasons  he 

more  interested    in  imperial  ques-  played    at  Lords   in   the   matches 

tions,  and  in  those  affecting  human  against  Eton  and  Winchester.     In 

culture,  than  in  the  political  strug-  November  of  1844  he  was  f^lected 

fles  of  these  later  days.  He  was  to  one  of  the  two  open  Balliol 
orn  at  New  York  in  182C,  and  scholarships,  the  other  being  gained 
brought  almost  immediately  after-  by  one  whose  great  knowledge  and 
wards  to  England.  He  passed  two  intellectual  brilliancy  are  still  fresh 
or  three  years  of  his  childhood  in  in  the  memory  of  Oxford  men, 
ihe  West  Indies  ;  and  his  earliest  H.  J.  Smith,  the  late  Savilian 
recollections  of  the  awakening  of  Professor  of  Geometry.  The  third 
mental  interests  and  of  a  taste  for  in  the  competition  -was  the  pres- 
reading  were  connected  with  that  ent  Judge  Advocate-General.  He 
time.  After  returning  to  England  came  into  residence  in  the  spring 
and  going  to  one  or  two  prepara-  of  1845,  and  at  once  became 
tory  schools,  he  went  to  Harrow  in  popular  with  all  sets  in  college — 
1839,  which  he  entered  in  the  reading  men  and  idle  men,  fast 
lowest  form,  and  left  at  the  head  men  and  steady  men,  men  of  High 
of  the  school  in  1844.  He  must  Church  and  men  of  Broad  Church 
have  worked  hard  there,  as  he  tendencies,  the  last  of  which  were 
gained  all  the  great  prizes  of  the  just  at  that  time  beginning  to 
school  for  verse  and  prose  composi-  assert  themselves.  But  while  no 
tion  ;  but  according  to  his  own  ac-  man  enjoyed  the  amusements  and 
count,  all  his  natural]  tastes  were  social  life  of  the  place  with  more 
for  outdoor  sports  and  games  ;  and  zest,  his  main  interest  even  as  an 
it  was  only  by  an  effort  of  will,  undergraduate  was  intellectual  self- 
and  (it  may  be  added)  under  the  improvement.  He  was  especially 
inflnence  of  that  ambition  which,  fond  of  the  literature  which  treats 
as  he  tells  the  students  in  his  last  speculative  questions  of  human  in- 
address,  is  "  in  youth  almost  iden-  terest  with  a  union  of  thought  and 
tical  with  virtue,"  that  he  kept  imagination  :  and  among  his  fav- 
steadily  to  his  work.  He  was  ourite  prose  authors  wereColeridge, 
probably  kept  up  to  it  also  by  the  Carlyle,  Emerson,  and  later,  in  his 
influence  of  his  most  intimate  Oxford  time,  Goethe  ;  and  among 
school  fnend,  Percy  Smy the,  the  English  poets,  Shakespeare,  Words- 
last  Lord  Strangford,  whose  whole  worth,  Shelley,  and  Tennyson.  He 
life,  from  his  boyhood  till  his  early  read  his  Latin  and  Greek  authors, 
death,  was  one  of  unceasing  mental  to  enjoy  them  and  to  imbibe  their 
activity.  Though  Grant  left  Har.  spirit,  not  to  gain  marks  in  exam- 
row  a  well-developed  scholar  on  all  inations  ;  and  the  result  of  this 
sides,  his  chief  distinction  was  mode  of  reading  was,  that  he  was 
gained  in  Latin  verse, — an  accom-  placed  only  in  the  second  class  in 
plishment  which  in  many  cases  the  final  examination  for  his  de- 
nas  had  a  special  attraction  for  gree — a  class  in  which,  about  that 
those  who  in  later  life  have  gained  period,  other  men   appear  whose 
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names  are  better  known  to  the  and  stimulating ;  and  it  served  to 
world  than  those  of  the  majority  bring  out,  what  is  sometimes  not 
of  double  firsts — among  them  brought  out  in  the  more  exact  and 
Clough,  Mr  M.  Arnold,  Mr  Froude,  critical  study  of  the  great  classical 
and  Mr  Froeroan.  He  was  elected  writers,  the  vital  human  meaning 
in  the  following  year  (1849),  above  which  they  have  for  all  times* 
twelve  first-class  men,  to  the  open  But  it  hardly  deserved  to  be 
Oriel  Fellowship,  in  the  award-  called  moral  philosophy,  nor  would 
ing  of  which  the  Examiners  pro-  it  have  been  regarded  in  a  German 
fessed  to  regard  originality  and  university  as  an  interpretation  of 
power  of  mind,  breadth  of  culture  Aristotle.  No  one  recognised  more 
and  refined  scholarship,  rather  clearly,  or  sympathised  more  with, 
than  special  knowledge.  During  the  human  and  ethical  interest 
that  year,  or  the  year  of  revolution  of  the  book  which  he  had  to  ex- 
iminediately  preceding  it,  the  final  pound,  than  Sir  Alexander  ;  but 
blow  had  fallen  on  the  fortunes  of  ne  had  leai'ned  from  the  lectures- 
his  family,by  the  unexpected  eman-  on  the  History  of  Philosophy^ 
cipation  of  all  the  slaves  in  the  which  shortly  before  that  time  had* 
island  of  Santa  Cruz,  without  any  been  given  in  Balliol  by  the  pres- 
compensation  being  awarded  to  the  ent  Master  of  that  college,  that 
owners.  He  had  looked  forward  the  book  had,  in  the  .first  place,  ta 
to  going  to  the  English  bac,  and  it  be  interpreted  as  an  ancient  docu- 
had  been  an  object  of  his  ambition  ment,  in  close  connection  with  the- 
to  be  able,  by  his  success  in  that  whole  speculative  system  of  Aris- 
career,  to  repair  the  fortunes  of  totle,  with  the  previous  teaching 
his  house.  But  he  accepted  cheer-  of  Plato,  and  with  the  whole  moru 
fully  the  necessity  now  imposed  and  political  ideas,  with  the  art,, 
upon  him  of  supporting  himself,  life,  and  sentiment,  of  the  Greek 
and  he  at  once  took  up  the  rdle  race.  This  conception  of  bis  task 
of  a  private  tutor,  by  which,  in  imposed  upon  him  a  more  elaborate 
conjunction  with  his  fellowship,  a  study  of  the  works  of  Aristotle 
sufiicient  income  might  be  made,  than  perhaps  any  other  Oxford 
His  success  was  immediate,  and  man,  since  Sir  W.  Hamilton,  had 
the  result  of  it  may  be  said  to  be  given  to  them  ;  and  the  result  of 
lasting,  as  he  introduced  a  revolu-  that  study  was  not  only  that  the 
tion  into  the  traditional  teaching  treatise  was  henceforth  tauc^ht 
and  studying  of  what  had  been  critically  and  philosophically,  but 
for  forty  years  the  great  Oxford  that  the  vital  human  interest  per* 
text-book,  the  Nicomachean  Ethics  vading  it  was  recognised  as  much 
of  Aristotle.  This  had  been  taught  deeper  than  when  the  work  was 
to  their  pupils  by  private  tutors,  interpreted  vaguely  and  arbitrarily, 
many  of  them  very  young  men,  The  fruit  of  all  bis  study  and 
who  either  repeated  with  varia-  teaching  appeared  in  the  publica- 
tions the  tradition  they  had  re-  tion,  about  the  year  1858,  of  his 
ceived  from  the  tutors  of  a  for-  Edition  of  the  *  Ethics,'  which  at 
mer  generation,  or  if  they  shared  once  became  a  standard  text- book, 
in  the  vague  speculative  enthusi-  and  of  which  a  fourth  edition  was 
asm  on  ethical  and  religious  sub-  published  only  about  two  months 
jects  which  was  then  in  the  air,  ago.  The  permanent  value  of  the 
struck  out  a  new  tradition  for  work  may  be  estimated  from  the 
themselves.  There  was  much  in  fact  that,  though  it  has  often  been 
this  teaching  that  was  interesting  criticised,  no  attempt  has  yet  been 


1885.]  Sir  AleoDonder  Grant.  189 

made  to  rapenedeit.  It  is  not  un-  of  Sir  Charles  Trevelyan — who 
likely  that  an  edition  of  the  ^Ethics'  saw  in  him  the  very  qaalifioa- 
may  be  produced  more  critically  ex-  tions  needed  for  the  carrying  oat 
act  than  that  which  now  occupies  of  his  plans  for  the  spfead  of 
the  field  ;  bat  unless  it  is  written  Vernacular  education — to  accom* 
at  the  same 'time  with  as  much  pany  him  to  Madras;  and  with 
speculative  power,  as  penetrating  cheerful  courage  he  began  his 
insight,  as  large  a  feeling  and  com-  career  in  India,  in  what,  for  a  man 
prehension  of  human  nature,  it  will  of  his  powers  and  attainments, 
not  easily  displace  its  older  rival,      might    seem    the    comparatively 

During  a  Christmas  vacation,  humble  post  of  Inspector  of  Native 
while  he  was  still  a  resident  at  Ox-  Schools  in  the  Presidency.  His 
ford,  he  had  come  to  visit  a  college  friends  regretted  not  only  the  loss 
friend  then  living  at  St  Andrews,  to  him  of  a  position  which  he  de- 
and  became  intimate  with  Professor  sired,  and  for  themselves  the  loss 
Ferrier,  to  whose  second  daughter  of  his  society,  but  the  loss  to 
he  became  soon  after  engaged.  He  Oxford  of  a  man  who,  by  his 
and  his  future  father-in-law  were  teaching  and  writing,  was  sure 
strongly  drawn  to  one  another  bv  to  add  distinction  even  to  that 
their  common  interest  in  phif*  University.  The  result  proved 
oeophy  and  literature,  and  by  the  not  only  that  what  was  a  loss 
hamonr,  social  gifts,  and  manliness  to  Oxford  was  a  eain  to  India,  * 
of  character  which  characterised  but  that  it  was  iwso  a  eain  to 
each  of  thenL  Under  this  infiu-  himself,— ^n  the  ground  which  he 
ence  he  came  to  study  the  meta-  himself  lays  down  in  his  last 
physical  side  of  philosophy  more  Address  to  the  students,  thaf  the 
than  he  had  done  ;  and  one  can  chief  good  for  a  man  in  this  world 
remember  their  half-serious,  half-  is  the  consciousness  of  having 
humorous  discussions  about  their  developed  and  employed  the  f  acul- 
readings  of  Hegel,  which  they  car-  ties  allotted  to  him,  and  of  having 
ried  on  simultaneously.  But  to  done  bis  duty.**  The  work  in  India 
Sir  A.  Grant  the  human  and  ethi-  to  which  he  devotes  himself,  heart 
cal  side  of  philosophy  bad  always  and  soul,  from  the  very  first, called 
greaterattraction  than  the  abstract;  forth  in  him  latent  powers,  of 
and  though,  as  his  latest  Address  which  he  himself  had  probably 
shows,  he  retained  to  the  last  been  unconscious,  and  for  the  first 
his  belief  in  the  value  of  meta-  time  afforded  a  field  in  which  his 
physics,  this  was  due  rather  to  his  greatest  and  most  original  gifts 
feeling  that  in  the  higher  philos-  might  exercise  themselves.  His 
ophy  was  to  be  found  the  answer  services  and  capacity  were  im- 
to  materialism,  than  to  the  interest  mediately  recognised,  and  from 
in  the  "quest  for  the  absolute  "  in  the  Presidency  of  Mstdras  he  was 
which  Ferrier  delighted.  soon   called   to.  that  of  Bombay, 

About  this  time  be  became  a  where  in  rapid  succession  he  filled 
candidate  for  the  Professorship  of  the  posts  of  Professor  of  History 
Moral  Philosophy  in  the  University  and  Political  Economy  in  the 
of  Oxford,  but  the  claims  of  an  Elphinstone  College,  of  Principal 
older  and  bt^tter  known  candidate  of  the  College,  of  Vice-Chan- 
were  preferred  to  his.  As  there  cellor  of  the  University  of 
appeared  to  be  no  opening  for  him  Bombay,  of  Director  of  Fublic 
in  England  which  would  enable  Instruction,  and  of  Member  of  the 
him  to  marry,  he  accepted  the  offer    Legislative  Council  in  the  Presi- 
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dency.     The  impression  which  he    and  capable  of  great  industry  in 
left  of  ^himself  in  the  more  import-    acquiring  that  mastery.      But  be 
ant  of  these  positions  may  be  seen    had  over  and  above  that  practical 
in  a  minute  of  the  Bombay  Uni-    gift  the  larger  imagination  and  en- 
versity   on   his   leaving    India   in    thusiasm  which  impai'ts  a  soul  to 
1868,  and  in  a  letter  of  the  same    the  minutest  details,  by  seeing  how 
date  from  the  Secretary  of  State    they  minister  to  some  noble  and 
for   India   to  the  Governor  of  the    beneficent  end.     Like  all  the  best 
Presidency,    commenting    on    his    and  ablest  men  who  have  borne  a 
last  report  on   public   instruction    prominent  part  in   Indian  affairs, 
in  Bombay.     The  first   speaks   in    he  had  a  most  loyal  confidence  in 
language  which  might  almost  have    the  justice  and  beneficence  of  the 
been    adopted     verbathn    sixteen    English   rule   in    India.      He   be- 
years  afterwards  by  the   Senatus    Heved  it  to  be  conducive  both  to 
of  the   University  of  Edinburgh,    the  greatness  of  England  and  to 
of  '^  his  ability  in  administration; "    the  wellbeing  of  the  Indian  people, 
of  ''  his  important  suggestions  and    He  had  also  a  sanguine  belief  in 
effective  aid  in  the  revision  of  the    the  effect  of  high  intellectual  cul- 
bye-laws  of  the  University,  especi-    ture  in   making  men   reasonable, 
ally  as  bearing  on  the  extension,  ar-    He  hoped  that  the  result  of  im- 
•  rangement,   and    balance    of    the    parting    Western    ideas    through 
studies  which  it  prescribes";  of  "his    Western  culture  to  the  ablest  and 
temper  and  tact  when  discharging    most  influential  among  our  Eastern 
the  duties  of  the  chair,"  and  "  of    subjects,  would  be  the  strengthen- 
bis  extensive   influence   with    the    ing  of  the  bond  which  unites  India 
public   in   the   matter  of   endow-    to  England.     But  if  it  should  not 
ments  and  beneficiaries."    Thelat-    be  so,  he  had  a  magnanimous  sym- 
ter  recognised  "  the  clearness  and    pathy  with  the  magnanimous  words 
moderation  of  his  report,"  "  the  so-    of  a  former  Governor  of  Bombay, 
lidity  and  reality  of  his  adminis-    which  he  quotes  in  a  lecture*   de- 
tration  "  ;  it  speaks  of  "  the  nerve    livered  by  him  in  1862  : — 
required  to  strike  off  nearly  1700       '*  General  Briggs  one  day  observing 
from  the  number   (on  paper)   of    in  the  comer  of  Mr  Elphinstone's  tent 
English-learning  pupils,  and  of  the    a  pile  of  pnnted  Marathi  books,  asked 
just   confidence    entertained    that    him  what  they  were  meant  for.     *  To 
this  was  done  in  the  interests  of    educate  the  natives,'  ^id  Mr  El^- 
real  English  education,"  and  con-    TlL^^ '' ^^:^''ii^^^ 
eludes   with   expressing      concur-    .  ^hen  I  wonder  that  you,  m  GovertfS 
rence  m  the  just  remarks  recorded    of  Bombay,  have  set  it  on  foot.'    Mr 
by  your  Excellency  in  Council,  rela-    Elphinstone  answered  coolly,  *  We  aie 
tive  to  the  very  valuable  services    bound  under  all  circumstaaoes  to  do 
rendered   by  Sir  A.  Grant  to  the    our  duty  by  them.'" 
cause  of  Education  in  India."   One    It  was  this  union  of  strong  realism 
phrase   in   the   Duke  of   Argyll's    with  elevated  idealism  which  was 
despatch,   "  solidity   and   reality,"    the  secret  of  Sir  Alexander's  sue- 
admirably  characterises  one  great    cess  in  practical  affairs.     Is  it  not 
quality  in  all  Sir  Alexander's  work,    the  secret  of  greatness  in   every 
Ue  was  a  great  master  of  detail,    sphere  of  action  ? 


'  How  the  Ancient  Koraans  Governed  their  Provinces :  A  lecture  delivered 
before  the  Bombay  Mechanics'  Institution,  on  the  17th  of  January  1862,  by 
Sir  A.  Grant,  Bart.,  &c.    Bombay,  1862. 
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On  leaving  Bombay  in  1868,  he  plimentary  Btyle,  as  a  position  of 

Soke  of  the  ^ears  passed  there  as  learned  or  scientific  leisure.    It  is 
e  happiest  m  his  life.     He  made  a  doabtfnl  question  whether  the 
many  new  f  riends,  among  them  Sir  office  of  Principal  ought  to  be  com- 
Bartle  Frere,— the  bond  that  united  bined   with  any  teaching  duties, 
them  being  one  of  mutual  regard  Probably  the  disadvantages  of  such 
and   of  mutual    confidence.      He  a  combination  would,  in  most  cases, 
enjoyed  the  society  of  all  classes  predominate  over  its  advantages, 
with  whom  he  was  brought  into  con-  ^ut  in  his  case  it  would  have  been 
tact, — soldiers  and  civilians,  mer-  a  ^ain  to  himself  and  a  very  great 
chants  and  missionaries,  Europeans  gam  to  the  University.     For  him- 
and  natives.     It    might   seem   at  self,  it  would  have  supplied  a  con- 
first  sight  to  require  explanation  stant  a^d  regular  stimulus  to  his 
why  he  left  a  position  so  congenial  speculative  originality  and  literary 
to  him  in  every  way,  and  a  post  accomplishment ;   it    would   have 
of  great  influence  and  distinction,  added  a  new  and  original  element 
for  a  new  sphere,    which  could  to  the  teaching  power  of  the  Uni- 
scarcely  afford  equal  scope  for  his  versity.    But  the  especial  advan- 
practic^  originality,    and  was  at  tage  of    this  union  would    have 
the  same    time  ready  to  sacrifice  been,  that  it  would  have  enabled 
a  handsome  income  for  one,   at  him  to  realise,  by  practical    ez- 
that  time  almost  ludicrously  in-  perience  and  actual  contact,  what 
adequate  to  the    position    which  it  is  so  difficult  for  one  who  has 
be  was  called  upon  to  fill.    The  neither  studied  nor  taueht    in  a 
explanation  b,  that  while  interest  Scottish  University  to  realise, — the 
in  his  work  always  constituted  a  stren^h  and  the  weakness  of  its 
great  part  of  his  happiness,  the  teaching,  and  the  peculiar  charao- 
strength  of  his   affection  for  his  teristics  of  Scottish  students.    It 
family  constituted  a    still    more  was  known  to  be  in  accordance 
essential  part  of  it.     Part  of  the  with  his  own  wish,  that  the  teach- 
price  paid  for  our  pride  of  empire  ing  of  a  subject  which  then  seemed 
is  the  pain  of  family    separation,  to  be   unappropriated    should  be 
which   life   in  India    imposes    on  assigned   to  him  ;  but  the  legiti- 
many    brave    men     and    tender-  mate  objection  to  any    infringe- 
bearted  women.     The  loss  of  two  ment  of  the  rights  of  one  of  the 
of  their  children  in  India  had  been  existing  chairs,  though  they  had 
a  g^reat  sorrow  to  him  and  to  Lady  for  some  time  been    unexercised. 
Grant,  and  the  necessity  of  a  lone  and   the  almost   morbid  jealousy 
separation  from  the   others    had  which  exists  in  Scotland  against 
been  thus  painfully  impressed  upon  any  plurality  of  offices,  prevented 
them.     Thus,  when  the  electors  to  that   arrangement.      At  a    much 
the    Principalship    of    Edinbui^h  later  time,  when  the  temporary  ill- 
University,    on   the  death  of  Sir  ness  of  the  late  Professor  of  Greek 
David   Brewster,   invited  him   to  made  it  necessary  that  his  classes 
accept   the  vacant  office,   he  will-  should  be  taught  by  a  substitute, 
ingly  consented.     The  position  of  he  willingly  undertook  the   duty. 
Principal  in  a  Scottish  University  He  enjoyed  the  work  extremely; 
is  very  different  from  that  of  the  he  thoroughly  liked  the  students, 
H^ad   of  a  college  at  Oxford  or    and  they  thoroughly  liked  him  and 
Cambridge.  It  is  sometimes  spoken  heartily  appreciated   his  teaching, 
of  invidiously   as  a  merely  oma-  The  growing  interest   which     he 
mental  position,  or,  in  a  more  com-1  felt   in   them,  and  his  admiration 
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for  their  best  qualities,    was    nn-    these  rare  occasions  the  Principal 
doubtedly  increased  by  this  actual    had  apparently  the  power  of  ab- 
contact  with  them.    And  although    stracting  himself  from  what   was 
he  continued  to  the  last    earnest    going  on,  and  of  appearing  to  wake 
in  his  desire    to   see   the    teach-    up   when   there   was  a  temporary 
ing  of  the  Arts  Faculty  reformed,    lull  in  the  debate,  quietly  remark- 
his  views  as  to  what  the  actual  re-    ing,  "  Had  we  not  better  go  on  to 
forms  ought  to  be,  became  consid-    the   next  business."      One  of  his 
erably  modified.  Though  he  recog-    greatest  services  to  the  University 
nised,  almost  as  soon  as  he  entered    was  the  changed  relation  between  it 
on  his  office,  the  fact  that  it  was    and  the  citv  of  Edinburgh,  which  is 
one  rather  of  outward  dignity  than    to  be  ascribed  almost  entirely  to  his 
of   actual  power,  he  soon  learned    influence.     There  had  been  an  old 
it    could  be  made  one    of  great    standing    feud  between    the  aca- 
practical  usefulness  and  influence,    demic  body  and  the  civic  powers 
If  he  could  not  effect  immediate  re-    in  the  community.      There    is  a 
forms  by  the  exercise  of  authority,    natural  tendency  for  such   bodies 
he  could  prepare  the  way  for  more    to     misunderstand     one     another, 
complete  and  matured  reforms  by    and   for    each    of  them  to  exag- 
the  exercise  of  persuasion.       He    gerate  the  misunderstanding.  Even 
made  himself  ^ thoroughly  master  of    the    virtues     of  the     Scotch    are 
the  multifarious  busmess    of   the    more  allied  to  the  combative  ele- 
University.     He  presided  over  and    ment  in  their  composition  than  to 
took   the  most  active   part  in  all    the  spirit  of   conciliation.      Each 
the   committees  into     which    the    party  thought  it  a  point  of  honour, 
Senatus  is  divided  for  the  conduct    as  well  as  a  natural  gratification,  to 
of  business.  As  the  one  permanent    perpetuate  the   misunderstanding, 
member  in  the  University  Court,    There  was  nothing  weak  or  unduly 
and  as  the  member  most  conver-    yielding  in  the  Principal's  temper, 
sant  with  the  affairs  of  the  Univer-    He  could  be  combative,  if  neces- 
sity, he  had  naturally  the  greatest    sary,  and  would  do  what  was  for 
weight  in  its  counsels.     No  man    the    interest    of    the    University, 
could  have  presided  over  the  meet-    without   fear  or  regard  to  favour, 
ings  of  the  Senatus*  with  more  tact.    But  his  whole  nature  was  eminent- 
temper,  and  patience.     He  had  an    ly  peace-loving,   conciliatory,  and 
immediate  perception  of  what  was    reasonable.     As  a  man  of  academic 
important  and  unimportant,    rele-    culture,  and  a  man  of  the  world,  he 
vant  and  irrelevant,  in  its  discus-    could  sympathise  with  both  sides, 
sions.     His  quiet  sense  of  humour    But   he  saw   that  it  was  not  only 
was  of  use  to  him  in  this  position,    the  interest   but  the  duty  of  the 
It;  will  happen   occasionally   in  a    University     that  this     raisunder- 
body  of  men,  the  maiority  of  whom    standing  should  cease.     He  made 
give  their  minds  chiefly  to  their    himself  the  medium  of  uniting  the 
special   subject,   that    when   they    academic  body  with  all  classes  of 
meet    for     the    consideration    of    thecommunity;  and  the  completion 
their  common  business,  individuals    of  the  new  buildings  is  a  standing 
among    them    will    talk    at    ran-    monument  of  his  success.  Another 
dom,   and   that   members    of   the    and  still   more  important  change 
Arts   Faculty   will   imagine     that    of  spirit  in  the  University,  which, 
they  know   better   what  is  good    if  it  is  not  fully  accomphshed,  is, 
for  the  Medical  Faculty  than  they    it  may  be  hoped,  more  near  ao- 
do  themselves,  and  viceversd.    On    complishment  than  it  has  been  be 
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fore,  is  due  to  him.     In  Scottish  natures — the  love  of  power — but 

universities  and   Scottish  schools,  solely  by  the  love .  of   his  Univer- 

the  principle  of  individualism  has  sity,  and  his  care  for  its  welfare. 

had  a  too  exclusive  predominance..  The  limits  of  this  article  do  not 

Each  teacher  and   each  professor  admit  of  any  criticism  of  his  various 

was  supposed  to  fight  for  his  own  writings  beyond  what  has  been  al- 

hand,  and  to  be  the  jealous  guar-  ready  indicated.     One  word,  how- 

•dian  of  the  interests  and  the  claims  ever,  may  be  allowed  on  his  latest 

of  his  own  subject.     The   aim  of  writing,  which  was  not  given  to 

the  Principal  was  that,  while  in-  the  world  till  after  hb  death.     In 

-dividual  interests  and  susceptibili-  his  last  Address  future  generations 

ties  should  have  their  due  place,  of  students  and  professors  will  see, 

all    should   act    harmoniously   to-  better  even  than  in  his  more  elabor- 

gether  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  ate  works,  the  true  image  of  the 

Whether  this  feeling  will  be  per-  man.     They  will  there  find  the  ripe 

manent  and   practically  operative  fruit  of  all  his  early  culture,  and  of 

remains  to  be  seen.     In  the  changes  all  his  mature  experience.     He  was 

which  await  the  universities,  espe-  one  of  those  to  whom  the  fine  line 

<sially   in   the   adjustment  of   the  of  Horace,  full  as  so  much  of  his 

due  balance  between  rival  studies,  later  writing  is  of  wise  reflection, 

his  moderating  influence  will   be  and  true  human  feeling, 

sorely   missed.      It  is    impossible  ..x     •      *      «     «         ^    4           «    .1 

.,    .  ^                 ,               u  r        ai-  •*Lenioretmeliorfl8  accedentesenecta, 

that  any  one  else  can,  before  these  ' 

changes  come,  gain  so  absolutely  was  peculiarly  applicable.     As  he 

the  confidence  of  all  his  colleagues  grew  in   power,   he  grew  also  in 

as  he  did,  by  the  faithful  discharge  gentleness.     Those,  too,  who  knew 

of  all   his   duties  during    sixteen  him  in  the  freshness  of  his  youth- 

years.     That   confidence   was  not  ful  vigour,  and  the  charm  of  his^ 

given  merely  to  his  administrative  youthful  enthusiasm,  will  feel  as* 

ability  and  power  of  mind,  but  was  they  read  that  Address,  that  at  no 

the  result  of  a  conviction,  which  time  of  his  career  was  his  heart 

grew  stronger  and  stronger  every  greater  and  more  true,  his  intellect 

year,  that  m  the  performance  of  more   powerful,    his  whole    view 

all   his   public  duties,  he  was  not  of  ,  life   more  pure  and  elevated, 

actuated  by  any  thought  of  self,  than  at  the  time  when  he  was  sc^ 

by  any  desire  of  popularity,  or  even  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken 

by  that  '^  last  infirmity  "  of  strong  away. 
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The  second  autumn  session  of  trencliment,  and  Reform,  an  extra 
Mr  Gladstone's  Government  will  and  abnormal  expenditure  of  at 
fill  a  memorable  place  in  the  Par-  leapt  £5,000,000  would  be  added 
liamentary  history  of  the  country  to  the  naval  estimates  of  the  next 
— memorable  not  only  for  the  work  few  years.  The  jubilant  demon- 
accomplished,  but  for  the  mode  and  strators  of  Mid-Lothian  and  Hyde 
means  of  its  accomplishment.  Park  as  little  foresaw  such  a  finan- 

Parliament  was  summoned  in  cial  termination  of  the  autumn 
order  that  the  Lords,  duly  im-  session  as  they  did  the  arrange- 
pressed  by  the  agitation  of  the  ment,  or  compromise,  or  capitula- 
recess,  might  be  intimidated  into  tion,  as  they  variously  describe  it^ 
passing  the  Franchise  Bill  by  itself  by  which,  and  by  which  alone,  the 
and  without  delay,  while  the  House  Franchise  Bill  became  law.  Start- 
of  Commons  would  find  sufficient  ling  and  important,  however,  as  is 
occupation  in  voting  the  necessary  the  addition  to  our  naval  expendi- 
supplies  for  the  Egyptian  and  ture  thus  asked  for,  the  principle 
South  African  expeditions.  which  underlies  it  is  still  more  so, 

The  only  distinct  statement  on  and  must  entail  far  greater  sacri- 
the  subject  of  Reform  in  the  fices  than  those  named  by  Lord 
Queen's  Speech  was,  *'  The  Bill  for  Northbrook  and  Sir  Thomas  Brea- 
the extension  of  the  Parliamentary  sey.  To  suppose  that  our  naval 
Franchise  will  at  once  be  intro-  strength  can  oe  rendered  equal  to 
.  duced  ; "  and  the  speech  of  Mr  that  of  France  and  Italy  combined^ 
Gladstone  on  the  Address  was  our  foreign  coaling-stations  and 
generally  and'  justly  understood  as  our  home  commercial  ports  ade- 
a  direct  warning  to  the  House  of  quately  protected,  at  a  cost  of  only 
Lords  that  they  should  pass  that  £5,000,000  above  our  ordinary  an- 
measure  irrespective  of  any  bill  nual  navy  estimates,  is  to  indulge 
for  the  necessary  redistribution  of  in  the  idlest  of  dreams ;  and  to- 
' seats,  or  incur  the  indignation  of  pretend  to  achieve  these  great  and 
an  outraged  people.  vital  objects,  and  then  allow  them 

Such  was  the  Ministerial  pro-  to  remain  for  yeare  unaceom- 
gramme.  What  really  happened  ?  plished,  is  to  invite  the  disaster 
The  House  of  Commons,  indeed,  which  would  then  have  been  made 
voted  the  supplies  for  the  Nile  merely  the  pretext  for  unavailing 
and  the  Bechuanaland  expeditions,    expenditure. 

but,  before  it  adjourned,  had  to  The  country,  therefore,  will,  in 
listen  to  a  long  and  dreary  cata-  our  opinion,  have  to  date  from  the 
logue  of  administrative  shortcom-  recert  autumn  session  the  addition 
ings  and  deficiencies  delivered  on  of  from  £1,500,000  to  £2,000,000 
the  part  of  the  Admiralty  by  its  a- year  to  its  naval  expenditure, 
new  Secretary,  Sir  Thomas  Bras-  while  the  extraordinary  and  per- 
sey,  and  to  face  the  unpleasant  sistent  blundering  of  the  Oovem- 
fact  that  as  the  result  of  four  years'  ment  in  Egypt  wilL  prevent  for 
administration  of  affairs  by  a  Gov-  years  to  come  any  diminution  of 
emment  pledged    to    Peace,  Re-    our    army    estimates — if,    indeed,. 
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their  policy  there  and  elsewhere  ment  will  succeed,  and  that,  owing 

does   not   necessitate   an  absolute  to  the  gradual  process    by  which 

increase.    .This  growth  of  expendi-  the  last  and  greatest  change  in  the 

ture,  coincident,  as  we  believe   it  representative  system  has  been  ar- 

will  be,  with  a  diminution  of  rev-  rived  at,  and  the  happy  blending 

enue,  will   bring  Government  and  of  courage  and  caution  which  pre- 

Parliament  in  a  year  or  two  face  sided  over  the  final  rearrangement 

to  face  with  the  whole  question  of  of  the  electoral  areas.  King,  Lords, 

our  fiscal  system — the  most  deli-  and  Commons   will  still  continue 

cate   and    most    dangerous   of  all  to  play  their  proper  and  distinctive 

problems  to  be  submitted  to  the  parts  in  the   government   of  this 

arbitrament,  in  the   last  resort,  of  historic  empire, 

the    newly  enfranchised    millions.  In  support  of  this  cheerful  view 

The    doctrinaires  of  the   Cobden  of  the  future,  we  would  direct  at- 

Club   will   probably    before   long  tention  to  some  of  the  circumstan- 

bitterly  regret  that  they  obstinate-  ces  attending  the  recent  treaty  of 

.  ly  adhered  to  their  theories,  when  peace,  and  to  the  leading  provisions 

they  might  have  modified  them  to  of  the  new  representative  Consti- 

meet  the  obvious  change  of  circum-  tution. 

stances  and  popular  feeling,  while  In  our  last  number  we  cited  a 
retaining  the  cardinal  principle  of  remarkable  article  in  the  'Daily 
a  tariff  for  revenue  and  not  for  News'  to  show  that  Lord  Salis- 
protection.  We  earnestly  hope  bury  and  Sir  Stafford  Northcote, 
that  the  Conservative  party  will  in  acceptiitg  the  olive-branch  ten- 
be  willing  and  able  to  place  before  dered  to  them  publicly  on  the  17th, 
the  new  constituencies  a  reason-  and  privately  with  fuller  and  more 
able  scheme  of  fiscal  readjustment,  satisfactory  explanations  on  the 
by  which  the  glaring  injustice  and  morning  of  the  18th  of  November, 
absurdity  of  less  than  £20,000,000,  did  not  derogate  from  the  position 
out  of  a  total  of  £135,000,000  originally  assumed  and  consist- 
raised  by  taxation  for  imperial  and  ently  maintained  throughout  the 
local  purpo8es,being  received  at  the  struggle  by  the  House  of  Lords; 
Custom  House,  will  be  remedied,  but  as  attempts  have  since  been 
It  is,  we  are  convinced,  a  delu-  made,  by  politicians  differing  so 
sion  to  suppose  that  the  doctrines  widely  as  Mr  Chaplin  and  Mr 
of  political  economy  or  the  system  John  Morley,  to  represent  the 
of  free  imports  are  popular  with  agreement  as  a  surrender  on  the 
democracies,  whether  in  the  Old  or  part  of  the  Conservative  leaders, 
the  New  World  ;  and  that  after  we  here  reproduce  the  deliberate 
1886  the  House  of  Commons  will  conclusion  of  that  able  organ  of 
represent  the  democracy  of  the  metropolitan  Liberalism,  which  ex- 
United  Kingdom,  with  whatever  presses  the  exact  and  literal  facts 
safeguards  and  counterpoises,  we  of  the  case  : — 
hold  to  be  an  indisputable  political  **The  Government  have  receded 
fact.  In  that  year  our  Constitu-  from  the  demand  that  the  undertak- 
tion  will  exhibit  the  untried  and  i°g  of  the  Peers  to  pass  the  Franchise 
unique  combination  of  a  hereditary  ^"^  ^^^^^  ^  *  condition  precedent  of 
Monarchy,  a  hereditary  Second  J^®  submission  to  the  Conservative 
Chamber^nd  a  democratic  House  S^^  J^  4'^,  ^ ^sT "a^n^d  Tpl 
of  Commons  ;  and  yet  we  are  bold  proved '  by  Lord  Salisbury  before  he 
to  say  that  the  dangerous  experi-  will  enter  into  any  arrangement ;  so 
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that  tho  freedom  of    action  of  the  Our  parliamentary    records    may 

Peers  is  completely  reserved." '  be  ransacked  in  vain  for  any  such 

Yes — the  freedom  of  action  of  capitulation  on  the  part  of  the 
the  Peers  is  completely  reserved  ;  Executive  Government ;  and  while 
but  can  the  same  be  said  of  the  we  will  not  withhold  our  tribute 
freedom  of  action  of  the  Commons  of  approbation  for  the  self-control 
with  respect  to  the  Redistribution  and  self-abnegation  thus  displayed 
of  Seats  Bill  ?  By  the  most  extra-  at  the  last  moment  by  Mr  Glad- 
ordinary  volte-face  known  to  our  stone,  we  must  resolutely  assert 
parliamentary  history ,the  struggle,  that  the  honours  and  suostantial 
commenced  a  few  months  ago  by  fruit  of  the  campaign  rest  with 
an  arrogant  Minister  and  an  angry  the  Opposition  and  the  House  of 
majority  in  the  Lower  House,  for  Lords.  The  history  of  the  words^ 
the  purpose  of  ousting  the  Upper  "  seen  and  approved,"  as  quoted 
House  from  all  jurisdiction  in  the  by  the  *  Daily  News,'  admirably 
great  question  of  Parliamentary  illustrates  and  explains  the  actual- 
Reform,  has  ended  by  respecting  situation.  In  the  ancient  and 
the  rights  of  the  latter,  and  sub-  picturesque  city  of  Coblenz  is 
mitting  those  of  the  former  to  still  to  be  seen  the  Castor- Brun- 
the  previous  control  and  decision  nen,  with  its  original  inscription^ 
of  the  leader  of  the  Tory .^ major-  "An  1812.  Memorable  par  la 
ity  in  the  victorious  House  of  campagne  centre  les  Russes.  Sous 
Lords  !  la  Pr^fecturat  de  Jules  Doagan  ;  ^ 

The  futility  of  Mr  Gladstone's  and  the  Russian  General  St  Priest's 
alleged  precedent  in  the  case  of  famous  addition  to  it,  ^' Yu  et 
the  Irish  Church  was  apparent  to  approuv6  par  nous  Commandant 
everybody.  There  the  measure  Russe  de  la  ville  de  Coblenz.  Le 
had  been  thoroughly  discussed  and  1^'  Jan.  1814." 
voted  upon  by  both  Houses  of  So  on  the  back  of  the  Redistri* 
Parliament,  and  when  an  appa-  bution  Bill  appear,  indeed,  the 
rently  irreconcilable  ^difference  of  names  of  Mr  Gladstone,  Lord 
opinion  on  one  or  two  points  of  Hartington,  and  other  Ministers ; 
detail  not  affecting  the  principle  but  underneath  them  are  legible  to 
of  the  measure  was  found  to  the  mental  eyes  of  every  member 
exist,  the  leaders  of  both  parties  of  the  House  of  Commons  the 
in  the  House  of  Lords  met  and  words — "  Seen  and  approved  by 
agreed  to  a  compromise  ;  but  here,  us,  Salisbury  and  Stafford  North- 
before  the  bill  is  even  introduced,  cote."  A  greater  triumph,  we  ven- 
it  is  submitted  to  the  previous  ture  to  say,  was  never  won  by  the 
judgment  and  criticism  of  the  calm  courage  and  wise  persever- 
leaders  of  the  Opposition  in  both  ance  of  an  Opposition. 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  is  only  But  it  may  be  said — it  has  been 
allowed  to  see  the  light  after  its  said — Of  what  value  is  the  victory 
reputed  parents  have  diverted  when  it  ends  in  a  political  revolu- 
themselves  of  all  power  to  change  tion  ?  To  this  question  the  answer,, 
or  modify  any  of  its  provisions  as  it  seems  to  us,  is  twofold.  Firsts 
which  either  found  favour  with,  the  revolution  was  virtually  ac- 
or  were  inserted  by.  Lord  Sal  is-  complished  when  the  House  of 
bury  and  Sir   Stafford  Northcote.  Loras  last    July    accepted    Lord 

1  Daily  News,  November  19,  1884. 
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Cadogan's  resolution.^  Thencef or-  Lord  Beaconsfield's  words,  to  eleo- 
ward  a  uniform  household  fran-  toral  districts  bein^  inevitable,  the 
chise  for  the  three  kingdoms  be-  only  question  remaining  to  be  con- 
came  inevitable,  and  with  it  that  sidered  is.  Does  the  Redistribution 
close  approach  to  equal  electoral  Bill,  as  settled  by  the  leaders  of 
divisions  which  the  prescience  of  both  parties,  make  the  necessary 
Lord  Beaconsfield  had  detected  change  in  the  depositaries  of  eleo- 
and  announced  as  its  necessary  toral  power  with  adequate  impar- 
consequence  in  1874.  "  No  one,'*  tiality  and  fairness  ?  To  answer 
said  Lord  Beaconsfield,  *'  can  deny  that  question  properly,  the  bill 
that  the  consequence  of  adopting  must  be  considered  in  conjunctioa 
the  recommendaiions  of  the  hon-  with  and  in  the  light  of  the- 
curable  member  for  the  Border  Franchise  Bill,  and  the  iustruo- 
boroughs,  and  enfranchising  these  tions  to  the  Boundary  Commis* 
classes,  is,  that  practical! v  we  must  sioners  ;  and  so  regarding  it,  we 
look  also  to  the  redistribution  of  answer  the  question  in  the  affirma- 
seats  at  the  same  time.  No  one  tive.  Under  the  various  franchisee 
can  deny  that  in  so  doing  we  must  continued  or  created  by  the  Fran- 
move  in  the  direction  of  electoral  chise  Act,  nearly  every  man  of  legal 
districts.  Why,  all  our  late  legis-  age  who  has  any  settled  dwelling,. 
lation  for  the  last  forty  years  with  whether  he  pays  rent  for  it  or  not,, 
respect  to  parliamentary  reform  may  have  the  franchise  ;  and  the- 
ami  the  distribution  of  seats  has  object  of  the  Redistribution  Bill, 
been  leading  to  electoral  districts ;  and  the  work  of  the  Boundary 
and  although  I,  for  one,  should  Commissioners,  is  to  recast,  within 
think  it  a  great  misfortune  if  we  certain  definite  lines,  the  urban  and 
entirely  destroved  all  local  infiu-  rural  constituencies,  so  as  to  give- 
ences  and  distinctions  —  although  —due  regard  being  had  to  popu- 
I  believe,  if  we  did,  we  should  very  lation  ana  geographical  considera- 
much  weaken  the  spirit  and  char-  tions — a  fair  representation  to  the 
acler  of  the  country — and  although  various  pursuits  and  industries  of 
I  hold   that  we  ought  to  cling  as  the  nation. 

much  as  f>ossible  to  maintaining  Short  of  equal  electoral  districts,, 
those  local  influences  and  distinc-  which  do  not  appear  to  have  found 
tions, — still  it  is  impossible  not  to  favour  with  any  responsible  states- 
see  that  if  you  do  reconsider  and  man,  two  modes,  and  two  only, 
redistribute  political  power  in  def-  suggest  themselves  for  effecting  the 
ert»nce  to  these  views,  you  must  desired  object :  one,  the  rough- 
to  a  great  extent  be  approaching  and-ready  way  of  separating  urban 
eleclor.il  districts."  *  We  can  only  from  rural  populations — by  group- 
wonder  at  the  judicial  blindness  ing  towns  and  boroughs ;  the  other, 
of  Conservatives  like  Mr  Chaplin,  the  more  elastic,  and,  as  it  seems 
who  proclaim  themselves  favour-  to  us,  more  comj)lete  and  satisfac> 
able  to  household  suffrage  in  the  tory  method  of  dividing  both  ur- 
coiin(ie^,  and  then  shrink  back  in  ban  and  rural  constituencies  (with 
horror  and  alarm  at  the  measures  certain  specified  exceptions)  into 
rendereii  necessary  to  carry  their  single-membered  divisions, 
principles  into  practical  effect.  To  the  system  of  grouping,under 
A   close  a})proach,  therefore,  in  existing  circumstances,  an   objec- 

^  Speeches  of  the  Earl  of  Beaconsfield,  vol.  i.  p.  861. 
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tion  on  principle  arises  in  limine,  so  or  not,  we  advocate  it  as  tbe 
So  long  as  there  was  a  substantial  best  and  most  statesmanlike  sola- 
difference  between  tbe  boroagh  and  tion  of  tbe  many  difficulties  sur- 
tbe  county  franchises,  there  could  rounding  the  whole  question  of 
be  no  valid  objection  on  principle  redistribution. 
to  abstracting  towns  from  the  Let  us  consider,  in  the  first 
county  and  linking  them  together  place,  its  probable  operation  in 
in  a  group  of  boroughs  ;  but  now,  the  borough  constituencies.  At  the 
when  the  franchise  is  uniform,  on  outset,  the  anomaly  of  the  excep- 
what'  principle  can  the  intervening  tion  of  eighteen  large  boroughs 
district,  containing  in  many  in-  from  the  rule  encounters  us ;  and 
stances  large  villages  with  a  manu-  while  we  understand  the  motives 
facturing  or  mining  population,  be  which  induced  Ihe  Government  to 
omitted  from  the  group  and  re-  make  that  exception,  it  appears  to 
tained  in  the  county  ?  Indeed  it  us  auite  indefensible,  and  irrecon- 
would  often  happen  that  the  town,  cilable  with  the  impartial  applica- 
the  centre  of  an  agricultural  dis-  tion  of  the  principle.  We  shall 
trict,  would  have  more  real  affinity  assume,  therefore,  that  the  excep- 
to,  and  a  closer  connection  with,  tion  will  disappear  in  committee, 
the  county  out  of  which  it  is  pro-  and  the  principle  of  one-membered 
posed  to  take  it,  than  the  village  seats  be  established  throughout  the 
a  few  miles  off,  which,  containing  borough  as  well  as  the  county  con- 
a  factory  or  works  of  some  kind,  stituencies.  First,  then,  as  to  the 
would  be  left  in  it.  If,  in  addition  advantages  of  the  system.  To  tbe 
to  this  initial  objection,  the  prac-  electors  a  sense  alike  of  their 
tical  difficulty  which  would  attend  responsibilities  and  privileges  is 
any  attempt  to  Isegregate  the  un-  brought  more  closely  home.  In  the 
represented  towns  from  the  coun-  large  areas  of  our  existing  two  or 
ties  be  taken  into  consideration —  three  membered  constituencies,  ex- 
and  a  glance  at  Sir  John  Hay's  perience  shows  at  every  election  an 
ingenious  map  attached  to  his  immense  number  of  voters  who 
scheme  of  grouping  will  show  how  will  not  take  the  trouble  of  going 

§reat  that    difficulty    is— we    are  to  the  poll — actuated,   no  doubt, 

riven  to  the  conclusion  that  the  by  the  feeling  that  in  so  vast  an 

object  aimed  at  can  best  be  accom-  electorate  it  is  a  matter  of  practi- 

plished  by  the  method  adopted  by  cal  indifference  whether  they  vote 

the  bill, — one-membered  constitu-  or  not.     In   this    way    thousands 

encies.  of  the  more  quiet,  moderate,  and 

In   a  system  of  representation  least  partisan  electors  in  our  great 

which  is  based  on  uniformity,  it  is  towns  habitually  refrain  from  ap- 

no  small  ad  vantage,  when  you  come  proaching  the  ballot-boxes.     The 

to  reconstruct  the  constituencies,  fact    is    too    notorious    to     need 

to  adopt  a  principle  which  is  ca-  proof  ;  but  it  may  be  pointed  out, 

pable  of  application  to  the  whole  that  even  in  1880,  when  political 

country,  town  and  county  alike  ;  excitement  was  stirred  to  its  very 

and  this  advantage    is  yarned  by  depths,  in  Glasgow  not  less  than 

the  scheme  of  the  bill.     It  is  said,  .  20,000  voters  out  of  57,000  on  the 

indeed,  that  we  owe  it  to  the  inter-  roll    abstained    from   voting  ;     in 

vention  of   our   leaders,  and  that  Manchester,  16,000  out  of  61,000  ; 

the  Government  are  pledged  to  its  in  Finsbury,  17,000  out  of  45,000  ; 

maintenance  ;  but  whether  that  be  while  in  the  Tower  Hamlets,  where 
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four  candidates  stood,  the  two  sue-  this  head  we  are  happy  to  repro- 

cessfal    ones    polled    12,020    and  duce : — 

11,720  respectively,  out  of  a  con-  ,,__                 ^     ^  ^r.     •    i 

stituency   of  41,000.      The  recent  J  ^\  opponents  of  the  single-mem- 

1     J     -^  £      TTi ,vvv.               ^     :,  ber  system  assume  as  beyond  argu- 

election    for   Hackney  points  the  ment  what  they  call '  the  degradation 

flame  moral  still  more  emphatically;  of  the  House.'    Now  I  do  not  admit 

which  is  further  enforced  by  the  that  the   single-member   system  will 

far   larger  proportionate    number  return  *  vestrymen,'  in  the  bad  sense 

who  poll,  as  a  rule,  in  the  smaller  of  the  word.     Where  the  local  man 

boroughs,  where  each  voter  feels  [«  returned,  he  will  generally  be  the 

his   own    vote   may   be   of    some  best  local  man  ;  while  local  jealousies 

^  ..     ,  .          .       ^    I     4,\  Will  often  exclude  the  local  man,  and 

practical  imoortance  to  the  cause  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^o  agree  in  the  selectioA  of  a 

which    he,   however    temperately,  seatless  statesman  from  afar.     Under 

espouses.  the  single-member  system  the  House 

To  the  candidates,  the  relief,  will,  I  am  convinced,  contain  a  far 
Bocial,  physical,  and  pecuniary,  is  more  varied,  complete,  and  truthful 
enormous.  By  the  subdivision  of  representation  of  the  country  than  it 
the  great  county  areas,  with  their  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  before.  "^ 
vast  prospective  electorates,  into  We  are  likewise  in  accord  with 
manageable  constituencies,  it  will  him  when,  arguing  against  those 
still  be  possible  for  representatives  who  would,  while  applying  the 
of  that  most  valuable  class,  the  single-member  system  to  coun- 
antitled  English  and  Scotch  gentle-  ties,  exempt  the  towns  from  its  op- 
men,  of  whom  the  late  Mr  Henley  eration,  he  exclaimed,  "  It  must  be 
was  so  admirable  a  specimen,  to  every  where  or  nowhere.  Sauce  for 
find  their  way  to  St.  Stephen's,  and  the  goose,  sauce  for  the  gander  I  '* 
to  retain  their  seats  there  with-  Quite  so  ;  but  it  is  precisely 
out  imposing  too  severe  a  strain  in  this  respect  of  thoroughness 
on  their  health  or  their  resources,  that  the  bill,  as  drawn,  fails,  and 
And  similarly,  in  the  greater  bor-  is  open  in  our  opinion  to  serious 
oughs  their  representation  will  be  criticism  and  objection.  Why  are 
brought  within  the  reach  of  many  boroughs  with  a  population  be- 
a  man,  well  qualified  to  represent  tween  50,000  and  165,000  exempt 
his  fellow-citizens,  who  at  present  from  the  operation  of  this  salutary 
cannot  face  the  alarming  expense,  rule  ?  The  only  reason  suggested 
or  still  more  alarming  demands  on  rather  than  urged  by  Mr  Glad- 
his  time  and  strength,  which  have  stone  in  introducing  the  bill — viz., 
to  be  met  by  members  for  places  the  existence  in  many  towns  of  a 
like  Lambeth  or  Liverpool,  Glas-  unity  of  municipal  life — ^would  ap- 
gow  or  Marylebone.  ply   with   at  least  equal  force   to 

This  last  consi«ieration  brings  us  all  the  towns  except  the  metropol- 

to  notice  the  chief  objection  which  itan  boroughs,  which  are  abov<^  the 

has  been  urged  against  the  division  line  ;   and   in  justice  alike  to  the 

of   boroughs — its   su})posed    tend-  countiesand  to  the  larger  boroughsy 

ency  to  "  degrade  "  or  "  vestrify  "  we  claim  with  Sir  Charles  Dilke  the 

the    House   of    Commons.     Here,  impartial  application  of  the  princi- 

for  once,  we  find  ourselves  in  full  pie  to  all  constituencies  which  are 

agreement  with  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  susceptible  of  it.     To  illustrate  the 

wnose  argument  at  Aylesbury  on  absurdity  of  the  proposed  maimed 

'  Sir  Charles  Dilke  at  Aylesbury— *  Times,*  December  11,  1884. 
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adoption  of  the  system,  we  will  ago  since  a  strong  Select  Commit* 
cite  its  results  in  one  midland  tee,  presided  over  by  Mr  Headlam, 
oounty — Leicester.  Here  the  num-  reported  unanimously  in  favour  of 
ber  of  members  to  be  returned — six  building  a  new  House  of  Commonly 
— remains  unchanged  ;  but  its  two  on  the  ground  that  the  existing 
county  divisions — the  South  with  Chamber,  with  its  division  lob- 
a  population  of  90,000,  the  North  bies,  galleries,  and  offices,  was  in- 
with  110,000 — are  to  be  divided  sufficient  for  the  wants  and  re- 
into  four  single-member  districts  ;  quirements  of  members.  Nothing 
while  Leicester,  with  a  population  has  occurred  since  then  to  diminish 
larger  than  either,  123,000,  is  to  those  wants  and  requirements  ;  on 
remain,  like  the  French  republic,  the  contrary,  members  are  com  pell- 
one  and  undivided.  One  effect  of  ed  to  spend  many  more  hours  in  the 
this  glaring  anomaly  will  be,  that  House  than  they  did  then,  and  the 
the  county  electors  will  be  able  to  demands  for  space  and  accom mo- 
vote  for  only  one  member,  while  dation  in  the  Peers',  the  Reporters', 
the  borough  elector  will  wield  and  and  the  Strangers'  galleries  are 
exercise  a  dual  vote.  We  shall  be  constantly  increasing,  while  the 
much  surprised  if  the  counties  and  atmospheric  condition  of  the  divi- 
the  larger  boroughs  are  content  sion  lobbies  on  the  occasion  of  any 
that  the  electors  of  this  privileged  great  division  is  scandalously  bad. 
class  of  boroughs  shall  possess  dou-  On  merely  physical  and  structural 
ble  the  voting-power  conferred  on  grounds,  therefore,  the  proposal 
the  rest  of  the  electorate  of  the  ought  to  be  resisted. 
United  Kingdom.  The  simple  But  when  Mr  Gladstone's  and 
and  obvious  way  of  curing  this  Lord  Hartington's  recent  com- 
injustice  would  be  to  divide  plaints  of  the  garrulity  of  mem- 
the  boroughs  in  question  into  bers,  and  the  consequent  impedi- 
two  constituencies  ;  but  if  any  ments  placed  in  the  way  or  the 
good  reason  can  be  shown,  which  proper  despatch  of  business,  and 
we  doubt,  for  their  retention  un-  the  certainty  that  the  further  de- 
divided,  then  their  electors  should  mocraiisation  of  the  House  of  Com- 
be allowed  to  give  only  one  vote  mons  will  lead  to  further  loquacity, 
apiece.  We  sincerely  hope  that  are  taken  into  consideration,  the 
this  blot  in  the  scheme  is  not  one  more  preposterous  will  the  proposal 
of  the  vital  principles  of  the  meas-  to  add  to  the  numbers  of  the  House 
are  to  which  the  Government  and  appear.  With  the  exception  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Opposition  are  Mr  Pamell  and  his  followers,  who 
irretrievably  committed.  naturally  encourage  any  measure 
The  only  other  important  feature  which  facilitates  obstruction  and 
of  the  bill  to  which  we  think  ex-  increases  confusion,  we  donbt 
oeption  may  fairly  be  taken,  is  the  whether  any  section  of  the  House 
increase  of  the  number  of  members  is  favourable  to  this  method  of 
by  twelve — in  order,  nominally,  to  securing  a  fair  proportion  of  repre- 
ffive  the  required  addition  to  Scot-  sentation  between  the  component 
land,  but  in  reality  to  purchase  the  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In  our 
assent  of  Ireland  and  Wales  to  the  last  number  we  indicated  the  mode 
whole  scheme  without  offending  by  which,  in  our  judgment,  that 
either  Scotland  or  England.  The  desirable  end  could  best  be  ob* 
motive  is  paltry,  the  proposal  ob-  tained,  and  to  it  we  adhere.  By 
jectionable.     It  is  not  many  years  bringing  the  representation  of  Ire* 
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land  down  to  that  sanctioned  by  wishes.  We  shall  not,  on  the 
the  Act  of  Union,  and  by  slight-  other  hand,  presume  to  sj^ecify 
ly  diminishing  the  superabundant  any  beneficial  legislative  results 
representation  of  Wales,  with  the  as  likely  to  ensue  from  the  adop- 
abandonment  of  the  proposed  addi-  tion  of  the  new  representative 
4ion  to  that  of  England,  the  claims  system,  but  shall  content  ourselves 
of  Scotland  can  be  fully  and  legiti-  with  indicating  the  general  effect 
mately  met  without  adding  to  the  and  influence  which  it  may  be 
present  numbers.  In  the  interest  expected  to  have  on  the  policy 
of  Scotland,  we  deprecate  in  the  and  destinies  of  the  empire, 
strongest  manner  Mr  Baxter's  un-  We  entirely  differ  from  those 
fortunate  and  unjust  attempt  to  who  anticipate  from  the  rule  of 
«atisfy  Scotland  at  the  expense  the  democracy  in  this  country 
of  England  ;  and  we  earnestly  hope  either  a  selfish  insular  or  a  doe* 
that  Scotch  members  as  a  boay  irinaire  cosmopolitan  policy.  We 
will  repudiate  his  unauthorised  in-  see  nothing  in  the  past  histoi^  or 
tervention,  which  is  eminently  cal-  present  tendencies  of  the  Bntish 
<mlated  to  defeat  the  very  object  people  to  justify  either  anticipa- 
they  have  at  heart  by  the  odium  tion.  From  the  days  of  the  Plan- 
it  cannot  fail  to  bring  on  all  who  tagenets  to  our  own,  the  people, 
support  it.  with  Saxon,  Scandinavian,  Nor- 
W  ith  these  two  exceptions,  then,  man  blood  coursing  in  their  veins, 
we  are  prepared  to  accept  and  ap-  have  ever  shown  themselves  willing 
prove  the  main  lines  and  provisions  and  eager  to  transgress  their  island 
of  the  Redistribution  Bin  as  beinff  bounds,  and  follow  their  natural 
the  wisoHt,  safest,  and  most  legiti-  leaders  on  any  quest,  reliKious, 
mate  solution  of  the  ^reat  problems  warlike,  commercial,  or  purely  ad- 
raised  by  the  equalisation  of  the  venturous,  to  any  part  of  the 
county  and  borough  franchise.  The  known  or  imagined  globe.  There 
vital  question,  *'How  will  they  is  no  pretence  for  saying  that 
work  ?  "  remains  to  be  answered —  the  sturdy  soldiery  who  followed 
and  answered  as  it  only  can  be,  by  Richard  Cceiir  do  Lion  to  the  Holy 
time  and  experience.  Pragmatical  Land,  or  his  successors  4to  France 
doctrinaires  like  Mr  Trevelyan,  — that  the  adventurers  who  accom- 
and  urban  Radical  politicians  like  panied  Frobisher,  Drake,  and  Ra- 
Sir  Charles  Dilke,  may  vaticinate  leigh  on  their  romantic  if  ques- 
to  their  hearts'  content  as  to  the  tionable  expeditions — that  the  sol- 
inevitable  results  of  the  great  po-  diers  of  Marlborough  and  Oranby, 
litical  revolution,  to  the  accom-  of  Wellington  and  Raglan,  or  the 
plishment  of  which,  we  readily  sailors  of  Anson  and  Howe,  of 
admit,  they  have  largely  contrib-  Rodney  and  Nelson,  pressed  as 
uted.  It  needed  not,  however,  many  of  them  were  under  circum- 
the  10th  Satire  of  Juvenal  to  stances  of  atrocious  cruelty  and 
demonstrate  the  vanity  of  human  injustice, — according  to  present 
wishes  ;  and  timid  Tories  may  re-  views,  disliked  or  condemned  the 
assure  themselves,  in  reading  the  work  they  were  called  upon  to  per- 
tremendous  prophecies  of  those  form  on  any  religious,  political,  or 
€xulting  Ministers,  by  the  refiec-  economical  grounds.  Nay,  in  the 
tion  that  they  are,  after  all,  nothing  very  struggle  for  American  indepen- 
more  than  the  ebullient  expression  dence  the  great  mass  of  the  people 
of    their    individual    hopes    and  of  this  country  were  as  resolute 
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as  the  King  himself  to  maintain  tor  his  power  over  popular  opinion  : 
what*  they  conceived  to  be  their  and  follies  such  as  tne  restoration 
imperial  rights,  and  to  vindicate  of  Cetewayo  to  Zululand,  the  treat- 
their  claim  to  rule  those  boundless  ment  of  the  freebooting  Govem- 
territories  dcross  the  Atlantic.  So,  ment  of  the  Transvaal  as  a  well- 
too,  in  the  rise  and  creation  of  our  ordered  responsible  State,  and  the 
Indian  empire,  had  Clive  and  his  assumption  that  our  costly  and 
compeers  and  successors  not  found  sanguinary  campaigns  in  Egypt 
in  the  temper  and  genius  of  their  are  to  end  in  nothing  better  than 
fellow-countrymen  sympathy  and  the  precarious  re-establishment  of 
co-operation,  their  capacity  and  Tewfik  on  the  throne  of  that 
courage  would  have  accomplished  country,  separated  by  an  imaginary 
no  more  enduring  results  than  fol-  line  from  the  Souddn,  will  find,  we 
lowed  the  brilliant  achievements  of  are  convinced,  no  toleration  among 
Dupleix  and  Labourdonnais.  The  the  classes  from  which  our  sailors 
remarkable  expansion  of  colonising  and  soldiers,  upon  whom  fell  the 
enterprise  which  has  characterised  weight  and  burden  of  those  abnor- 
the  last  half-century  is  but  a  peace-  nial  enterprises,  are  taken.  Still 
f  ul  development  of  the  same  spirit ;  less  do  we  believe  that  the  hardy 
and  recent  events  have  shown  how  sons  of  toil  will  be  satisfied  witn 
completely  those  politicians  were  the  extinction,  one  by  one,  of  the 
deceived  who  imagined  that  they  industries  on  which  they  depend 
who  remained  at  home  no  longer  for  support,  or  reconciled  to  it  by 
regarded  those  who  had  left  their  the  abstract  theories  of  the  Board 
island  home  as  members  of  the  of  Trade  and  the  Cobden  Club. 
same  empire,  subjects  of  the  same  It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the 
sovereign.  No :  the  deeper  we  first  labour  candidate  who  has 
strike  down  to  the  roots  of  our  been  invited  to  stand  for  a  purely 
national  life,  the  more  imperial  working  man's  constituency  is  Mr 
shall  we  find  the  soil  out  of  which  George  Potter,  who,  whatever  may 
they  spring  ;  and  that  imperial  be  his  political  faults  in  other  mat- 
federation,  which  is  now  exercis-  ters,  has  the  courage  and  good 
ing  the  thoughts  and  stirring  the  sense  to  adopt,  in  matters  affecting 
imagination  of  a  few  far-seeing  industry  and  the  colonies,  a  patn- 
statesmen  and  political  philoso-  otic  and  imperial  policy  ;  and  there 
phers,  will  receive  an  unexpected  is  good  reason  to  nope  that  through 
impetus  and  support  from  below.  the  increased  number  of  county 
On  the  other  hand,  that  doctrin-  divisions  a  larger  body  of  English 
aire  cosmopolitanism  which  consti-  and  Scotch  country  gentlemen  will 
tutes  the  foreign  policy  of  Mr  appear  at  St  Stephen's  in  the  new 
Gladstone  and  modern  Radical-  Parliament  than  in  any  which  haa 
ism,  is  equally  alien  to  the  genuine  assembled  there  since  1832. 
sentiments  of  the  people.  It  was  While,  however,  we  thus  take  a. 
not  to  vindicate  the  abstract  right  cheerful  view  of  the  general  spirit 
of  Servians  or  Bulgarians  to  gov-  which  will  characterise  and  direct 
em  themselves  that  any  large  body  the  revolutionised  House  of  Com* 
of  the  people  followed  Mr  Glad-  mons,  we  are  by  no  means  insen- 
Btone's  Kussian  banner  in  1877;  sible  to  the  risks  and  dangers  which 
it  was  the  stories,  true  or  false,  of  beset  so  democratic  a  body  as  it 
the  atrocities  inflicted  upon  them,  will  necessarily  become.  Passion, 
which  gave  that  unscrupulous  ora-  impatience,  incapacity  to  see  all 


1885.]'  f   Ihe  End  of  the  ikruggle.  168 

the  bearings  of  a  particular  move-  of  warning  invest  with  peculiar  in- 

ment  or  measure,  undue  readiness  terest  and  importance  the  recent 

to  believe  that  which  it  wishes  to  action  and  future  position  of  the 

believCy  and  an  arro^nt  contempt  House  of  Lords.      Will  it  be  im- 

for  views  antagonistic  to  its  own —  possible,    as  Mr  •Lecky   seems  to 

these  constitute  theprincipal  dan-  fear,  and  sundry  Radical  orators 

gers  of  the  future  House  of  Com-  hope,  for  the  democratised  House 

mons  of  the    United    Kingdom,  of  Commons  to  co-operate  with  the 

These  dangers,  we  believe,   will  be  hereditary  House  oi  Lords  ?     The 

diminished  by  the  operation  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  end  of  the 

single-membered  system,  and  bv  recent  constitutional  struggle  seem 

the  gradual  reaction  of  our  self-  to  us  to  warrant  a  negative  reply, 

governed  colonies  on  public  opinion  The  origin  of  the  struggle  was  a 

at  home,  which  will  in  time  ezer-  demand  on  the  part  of  the  House 

ciseasteiadyingefFectonourdomes-  of  Lords  to  be  consulted    in  any 

tic  as  well  as  our   colonial   and  organic,  change  even  of  the  other 

foreign  policy.  legislative   Chamber.    In  its  pro- 

But  when  all  proper  allowance  gress,  not  only  was  that  demand 

is  made  for  these  conservative  in-  ridiculed,  but  the  very   existence 

flnences,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  of  the  body  making   it  was  chal- 

that  the  new  constitution  of  the  lenged  and  threatened.  In  the  end 

House  of  Commons  will  cast  an  the  demand  was  conceded,  and  the 

additional  burden  on  the  restrain-  House  of  Lords    has    acquired  a 

ing  and  moderating  functions  of  stronger  hold  in  the  esteem  of  the 

what  Mr  Lecky  terms  '*  the  other  people,  and  increased  influence  in 

branches  of  the  Legislature,''  in  a  the  councib  of  the  State. 
pa»age  which  merits  careful  atten-       If  we  were  to  qualify  at  all  the 

tion  : —  general  approval    of    the  ''peace 

"  The  increasing  democratic  char-  with  honour''  which  terminated 
acter  and  the  increasing  strength  of  ^^^  struggle,  it  would  be  on  the 
the  House  of  Commons  may  make  it  ground  that  it  has  left  the  Radi- 
impoesible  for  it  to  co-operate  with  cal  agitators  the  power  of  saying 
the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  ;  that  the  question  of  the  House 
and  the  constant  intervention  of  the  of  Lords  has  not  been  finally  de- 
House  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Ex-  ^ided,  and  that  on  the  next  con- 
eeutive,  and  of  the  constituencies  m  «^-,:  '  f  r.»^,^^-#„„UTT  i  ^  ^Vi^^n 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  may  ^^"*^"i  opportunity-i.  e.,  when- 
profoundly  alter  its  character  as  i  ever  they  agam  do  their  duty- 
legislative  body.  Governments  living  ?^  »"»'!  be  reopened,  and  their 
from  day  to  day,  looking  only  for  im-  independent  existence  destroyed, 
mediate  popularity,  and  depending  on  Language  of  that  kind  has,  we 
the  fluctuating  and  capricious  favour  notice  with  regret,  been  held  even 
of  great  multitudes  who  have  no  set-  by  so  cautious  a  speaker  as  Mr 
tied  political  opinions  may  gradually  Campbell-Bannerman.  Now,  had 
bee  all  firmness  and  tenacity;  and  a^  ^^  (Gladstone  persevered,  and 
power  of  muscular  contraction,  all  7^  ^'«^oj'^"^  ^^°^-^r^  '  "  . 
power  of  restraining,  controlling,  or  brought  the  constitutional  posi- 
resisting, may  thus  pass  out  of  the  body  tion  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  a 
politic.''  <  direct  issue  at  the   polling-booths, 

we  are  convinced    an    enormous 

These  grave  and  weighty  words  majority  would  have  declared   in 

1  Lecky's  History,  vol.  iii.  p.  226. 
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favour  of    the  existing  Constitu-  nominally  in  defence  of  the  first, 

tion,  and  the  question  would  have  will   practically  determine  in   its 

been  set  at  rest  for  the  remainder  result  the  fate   of    both    instito- 

of  this  century.     As  it  is,  the  con-  tions. 

stitutional  party '  must  be  on  the  May  the  new  electors  and  the 
alert,  and  prepared  to  defend  the  new  constituencies  realise  the  gran- 
rights  and  independence  of  the  deur  and  the  difficulty  of  their 
hereditary  Chamber  whenever  and  ta«k,  and  by  their  prudence,  self- 
by  whomsoever  attacked.  control,  and  courage,  reconcile  the 
Behind  that  august  body  stands  glorious  traditions  of  the  past  with 
the  still  more  august  figure  of  the  the  institutions  of  the  present  and 
hereditary  head  of  the  State — the  the  developing  empire  of  the 
Sovereign  ;  and  the  battle,  waged  future  ! 

/ 
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THE  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  GEORGE  ELIOT. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  material,  the  richer  the  result 

so  remarkable  a  specimen  of  the  — ^namely,  that  power  of  express* 

human  intellect  as  G^rge  Eliot's  ing  the  best  ordered  thought  in 

should   have   passed    through  its  the  best  ordered  language  whioh 

eariy  stages  without  giving  signs  constitutes    ezoellenoe    of    style* 

of  what  manner  of  spirit  had  come  Whether     a    really    omnivorous 

amonff  us.    While  still  making  an  young  reader,  seizing  on  and  as* 

idol  of  her  doll,  she  was  filled  with  similating  all  kinds  of  lore  (and 

that  passion  for  books  which  in-  this  wide  ranging  and  wide  pastur* 

variably  marks  the  childhood  of  in^  is  very  uncommon  even  amonff 

thoee    endowed  with   a    powerful  children  who  are  said  to  be  fond 

literary  faculty.   A  child  who  loves  of  books),  will  become  a  fine  writer, 

meditation,  or  the  observation  of  may  be  augured  with  a  good  deal 

nature,   or  the  practisal  work  of  of  certainty  by  a  little  observation, 

life,  better  than   books,  may  be-  If  the  effect  be  to  puff  him  up,  to 

come  a  remarkable  person, — a  phil-  cause  him   to  put  away  childish 

osopher,  a  discoverer,  or  an  organ-  things,  to  seek  grave  converse  and 

iser;  but  the  literary  genius  must  the  praise   of  his  elders,  he  wiU 
in   early  life  be  fed   upon   books,  *  probably  develop  into  one  of  those 

and  these  not  few  in  number  nor  fluent  pnenomenons,  oracles  of  the 

peculiar  in  scope,  but  embracing  general  herd  (always  gregarious  of 

a  wide   range  of  subjects  and   of  opinion),  who  possess  a  nttal  facU- 

writers.      In  the   youn^  mind  so  ity  of  expatiating  in  oily  sermons, 

predestined  and  so  nourished,  what  gushing  essays,   copious  journals, 

IS  poor  and  bad  passes  off,  what  is  trivial     histories,    or    pretentious 

good  is  retained;  the  more  various  novels.      But   if  he  preserve   his 

Geor^  Eliot's  Life,  as  related  in  her  Letters  and  Journals.  Arranged  and 
cdUed  by  her  husband.  J.  W.  Cross.  In  8  vols.  William  Blackwood  &  Sons, 
Edinburgh  and  London.       1885. 
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freshness  of  interest  in  all  that  Novels;  and  then  what  a  share 
charms  the  young,  the  chances  are  must  those  great  romances  have 
many  in  favour  of  his  development  had  in  formmg  the  f atare  Eliot! 
into  one  of  those  artists  of  tne  {)en  Is  it  possible  that  she  could  ever 
whose  works  will  live  and  nourish  have  become  what  she  did  if  for 
the  writers  of  the  future.  Where  these  had  been  substituted,  let  us 
opportunities  are  small,  much  will  say,  the  monstrous  indigestibilities 
depend  on  the  character  of  the  books  of  Mr.  Gkorge  Macdonald  or  Mr. 
at  nand.  Mary  Ann  Evans's  home  Wilkie  Collins  ?  80  far,  however, 
was  not  apparently  very  copiously  was  she  from  growing  proud  as 
supplied,  but  she  was  fortunate  in  the  possessor  of  all  this  .lore,  that 
those  volumes  which  she  could  make  she  used  to  follow,  like  a  small 
her  own.  An  old  gentleman,  name-  dog,  the  footsteps  of  a  three-years 
less,  but  evidently  worth  crowds  of  older  brother,  who,  after  the  man- 
ordinary  old  gentlemen  in  knowing  ner  of  well-conditioned  males  of 
the  right  thing  and  doing  it,  used  that  time  of  life,  permitted  himself 
to  bring  her  sometimes  a  book  as  to  be  adored  with  much  condescen- 
an  offering,  and  among  them  the  sion  and  consideration.  This  fra- 
Fables  of  ^sop — so  sure,  with  ternal  alliance  was,  of  coarse,  the 
their  four-footed  and  feathered  re-  origin  of  the  relations  of  Tom  and 
presentatives  of  the  wise  and  the  Maggie  TuUiver.  It  was  inter- 
foolish,  to  expand  the  imagination  rupted  by  a  pony,  given  to  the 
of  the  imaginative  child,  the  sym-  boy,  who  found  the  quadruped  a 
pathies  of  the  sympathetic.  An  more  interesting  associate  than  the 
old  copy  of  the  ^  Pilgrim's  Pro-  sister.  The  fact  that  Isaac  Evans 
gress,'  with  illustrations  less  artis-  never  became  anythine  uncommon, 
tic  but  more  in  unison  with  the  remaining  very  much  like  his  neigh- 
ideas  of  John  Bunyan  than  would  hours  in  pursuits  and  character, 
probably  spring  from  a  modem  does  not  render  in  the  least  less 
pencil,  was  always  at  hand  to  lead  natural  the  fact  that  he  was  wor- 
her  into  a  supernatural  world,  with  shipped  by  the  little  female  genius. 
its  mysterious  scenery  of  the  House  It  is  only  commonplace  little  sirls 
Beautiful,  the  Delectable  Moun-  who  are  not  prone  to  admire  boys 
tains,  and  the  dreadful  valley,  and  merely  because  thev  are  boys,  and 
with  such  tremendous  inhabitants  with  no  more  real  ground  than 
as  Giant  Despair  and  Apollyon  that  on  which  the  British  public 
lurking  in  its  recesses.  Another  sometimes  erows  fatuous  m  its 
much  studied  theological  work,  worship  of  tmselled  and  trumpery 
also  illustrated,  was  Defoe's  *  His-  idols. 

tory  of  the  Devil.'     A  less  formi-  The  little  girl  had  another  ob- 

dable  morality  was  represented  by  ject  of  reverence  in  a  father  who 

^  Rasselas,'  tedious  only  to  readers  bad    probably   so   much,  and    no 

whose  appetite  has  grown  fastid-  more,  of  Mr.  TuUiver  as  to  pet  her, 

ious  with  years.     In  relief  to  these  to  call  her  his  'cute  little  wench, 

grave  works  stood  the  jest-book  of  and  possibly  to  be  very  earnest  in 

Joe  Miller,  the  somewhat  practical  his  denunciation  of  those  diabolic 

and  unrefined  character  of  whose  agencies  '^  raskills " ;  but  who  had 

mirth  was  corrected  a  little  later  much  more  (though  still  with  CTeat 

by  the  gentler  and  chaster  humour  diversity)    in   common  with   both 

of  Elia.     It  was  not  till   the  ad-  Adam     Bede    and    Caleb   Garth, 

vanced  age  of  eight  that  she  be-  Probably    the    former    represents 

came  enamoured  of  the  Waverley  him  when  an  '\rtisan  in  his  youth. 
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the  latter  in  his  elder  phafle,  for  large  dairy.    It  stood,  we  aretold, 
Mr.  Evans  became  a  first-rate  land  in  a  ver^  flat  uninteresting  land- 
i^nty  knowing  thoronghlj  all  the  scape  of  green  fields  and  hedge- 
branches  of  that  interesting  bosi-  rows.    But  there  is  something  in 
ness  ;  as  manly,  indefatigable,  con-  the  smallness    of    a  child  which 
scientioos,  clever,  and  devoted  to  prevents  flatness  from   being  on- 
his  calling  as  the  two  ideal  char-  interesting ;  to  a  creature  wno  is 
acters.    U  is  mere  commonplace  too  short  to  see  over  the  smallest 
to  a  thinking  person  to  be  told  fence,  and  who  is  hidden  hj  a 
that  delineators  of  character  sel-  gooseberry-bush,  everv  knoll  is  a 
dom  copy  from  originsds  after  the  mountain,  every  thicket  a  forest, 
fashions  of  portrait-painters.  Every  Moreover,  the  nnattractiveness  of 
novelist  most  have  been  worried  the  landscape  may  have  intensified 
by  simpletons  who,  incapable  of  the  seat  derived  from  the  scenes 
conceiving  such  a  thin^  as  a  crea-  of   imagination    in    Banyan    and 
tive  faculty,  press  for  information  Scott ;  so  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
as  to  who  It  was  that  sat  for  this  flat  fldds  may  have  been  quite  as 
pr  that  character,  and  are  much  useful  in  their  way  as  if  the  happy 
exasperated    that   the    imaginary  valley  of  Rasselas  had  stretoned 
secret,    by    promulgating   which  from  the  door, 
they  hoped  to  g^dn  great  social  It  need  not  be  said  how  deep 
distinction,    should    be   withheld  was  the  impression  made  on  Mary 
from  them.    Few  characters  could  Ann  by  the  scenes  and  characters 
be  transferred  bodily   to  a  book  which  surrounded  her  childhood, 
with  advantage  to  it.    As  Romeo,  though  at  that   period   she  saw 
according  to  Juliet,  might  be  cut  these   only    at   intervals,    for    at 
out  in  little  stars,  so  a  strong  in-  the  age  of  five  she  went  with  her 
dividnality   like   that  of  .  Robert  brother  to  a  boarding-school  till 
Evans  may  be  made  to  give  life  she    was    eight,    when  she    was 
and  reality  to  a  dozen  men  pf  fie-  sent   with    Chrissey    to    a   much 
tion.     His  wife,  pale,  energetic,  a  larger  establishment  at  Nuneaton, 
good  housewife  and  a  warm-hearted  and  remained    there    up    to    the 
mother,  contained  the  germs,  and  age  of  thirteen.     In  all  scholastic 
more,  of  the  celebrated  Mrs  Poy-  studies,  then   and  afterwards,  she 
ser.     There  was  an  elder  daughter,  showed   capacity   and    power  un- 
Chrissev,  who  married  early  when  equalled  by    any   of    her  school- 
Mary  Ann   was  sixteen,  and  was  mates.     For  accomplishments,  she 
thenceforward  lost  to  view,  though  was  an  enthnsiastic  musician,  and 
not  to  memory,  for  the  recollection  she  took  a  singular  pleasure  in  the 
of  the  relation  between  the  sisters  study  of  modem  languages.     But 
suggested  that  between  Celia  and  the    circumstance  of    this    period 
Dorothea  Brooke,  and  the  deline-  which  chiefly  concerns  the  reader 
ation  of  Celia  was  the  result  of  a  is,  that  at  this  second   school  the 
remembrance  of  Chrissey,  though  principal  teacher.  Miss  Lewis,  was 
it  could  not  be  called  a  portrait.  an  ardent  evangelical  Churchwo- 
The  musing,  observant,  sensitive,  man,  and  became,   and  continued 
deeply   impressionable  child  lived  for  years  to  be,  her  young  pupil's 
with  this  family  in  Warwickshire,  most  intimate  friend.     Always  un- 
in   a   house  bearing   the    curious  commonly  susceptible  of  the  influ- 
name  of  Griff,  of  red  brick  covered  ence  of  those  around  her,  Mary  Ann 
with   ivy,   and     having,    like    Mr  must  have  been  especially  so  at  this 
Peyser's,  a  farmyard,  barns,   and  early  age  ;  and  her  ardent  temper 
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would  lead  her,  particularly  with  Nothing    connected   with    George 

the  encouragement  of  example,  to  Eliot  can  be  more  curious,  for  one 

push  any   strong  tendency  to   an  who  remembers  what  her  formed 

extreme.    Deeply  influenced  by  the  style  was — how  studiously  truthful 

religious  views  of  Miss  Lewis,  she  in  rendering    the  subject  •  matter,. 

came  under  other  and  still  stronger  how    careful  in  the   exclusion   of 

tendencies  from  thirteen  to  sixteen,  conventionalities — than   to    mark 

which  period  she  spent  at  another  how  she  adopted  the  very  phrase- 

•school  kept  by   the  daughters  of  ology  of  her  religious  friends.     Of 

a  Baptist   minister    in   Coventry,  the   marriage  of   an  acquaintance 

where,    we    learn,   she  became   a  she  writes  : — 

leader  of  prayer-meetinfifs  amons^st        .,,         ^    ^  ^'        ^i.  x    xi. 

the  ffirls      When  she  was  sixt^Pn  ^    ^^^    beheve    that    those    are 

tne  gins      w  nen  sne  was  sixteen  happiest    who    are    not    fermenting 

she  lost  her  mother,  and  returned  themselves   by   engaging  in  projects 

home  to  keep  house  for  her  father,  for  earthly  bliss,  who  are  considering 

the   elder  sister    having    married  this  life  merely  a  pilgrimage,  a  scene 

about  that  time  ;  and  now  it  hap-  calling  for  diligence  and  watchfulness, 

pened  that  the  practice  of  her  reli-  ^^^  ^^^  repose  and  amusement.     I  do 

gioiis  principles,  bordering  on  as-  °?^^  ^^^y  ^^^\  *^ere   may  be  many 

feticii  p^^^^^  T^^^TirtLht^Z 
with  her  brother  Isaac  was  fond  the  world  can  offer,  and  J^  Uve  in 
of  sports  and  pleasures,  and  had,  near  communion  ^with  thdbr  God- 
moreover,  imbibed  strong  High  who  can  warmly  love  the  creature, 
Church  views.  His  sister  not  only  and  yet  be  careful  that  the  Creator 
opposed  him  with  argument,  but  maintains  His  supremacy  in  their 
with  a  strictness  of  life  which  must  ^®*^  »  ^"^  ^  confess  that  in  my  short 

have  looked  like  a  reproach.     As  ?fon  ^b.'^e'^JverXn  ffi  to  att^* 

she  says  of  Maggie  Tufliver,   "  she  J^  ^hl^rfiSras^  ^£hn^n  S 

threw  some  exa^eration  and  wil-  respecting  his   wine,  total  abstinence 

fulness,  some  pride  and  impetuosi-  much  easier  than  moderation.  .... 

ty,  even  into  her  self-renunciation."  I  have  highly  enjoyed  Hannah  More^a 

To  her  "the  pursuit   of   pleasure  letters:     the     contemplation    of     so 

was  a  snare,  oress  was  vanity,  so-  blessed  a  character   as  hers  is   very 

ciety  was  a  danger."     In   her  first  8al^^7-  •  •  •  ^JL^^^IT  ^^^^  ^Tl 

visit\o  I.ndon>ith  her  brother  ^X  ^iTn^L  I  *'f  1^^ ^^J 

when  she  was  eighteen,  she  would  do  not  love  quotations,  so  I  wiU  not 

not  accompany  him  to  the  theatres,  give  you  one;  but  if  you  do  not  dis- 

but  spent  all  her  evening   alone  tinctly  remember  it,  do  turn  to  the 

reading.     To  the  evangelical  reli-  passagein  Young's  *  Infidel  Reclaimed,^ 

gion  she  had  (she  avowed  at  a  later  beginning,  '  O  vain,  vain,  vain  all  else 

time)  sacrificed  the  cultivation  of  ®^™^''  *^^  ^^  ^^^®  *^®  ^^  ^^^ 

her  intellect,  and  a  proper  regard  ^^  j  i^-  -^^  ^^^^^  the  life  of  WU- 

to  personal  appearance.     "  I  used,"  berforce,  and  I  am  expecting  a  rich 

she  said,     to  go  about  like  an  owl,  treat  from  it.    There  is  a  similarity, 

to  the  ereat  disgust  of  my  broth-  if  I  may  compare  myself  with  such 

er  ;  ana  I  would  have  denied  him  a  man,  between  his  temptations,  or 

what  I  now  see  to  have  been  quite  rather  besetfnents,  and  my  own,  that 

lawful   amusements."      A  curious  makes  his  experience  very  interwting 

confirmation   of  what  she  says  of  Jl^fn^^^i^^^^ 

<Mk^..u:»:.«^  ♦u^   .>«u:     *•  1  u  useful  m  my  lowly  and  obscure  station 

sawficmg  the   cultivation  of  her  as  he  was  in  the  exalted  one  assigned 

intellect,  18  found  m  reading  her  let-  to  him  I    I  feel  myself  to  be  a  mere 

ters  of  this  period  to  Miss  Lewis,  cumberer    of  the  ground.    May  the 
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Lord  give  me  such  an  insight  into  in   a   quite   uncongenial   medium, 

what  is  truly  good,  that  I  may  not  and  the  more   she  wrote   in   this 

rest  contented  with  making  Christian-  ^^yi^  ^i^^  farther  would  she  diverge 

ity  a  mere  addendum  to  my  pursuits,  ^/^^  ^^    ^^j^  ^y^^^  afterwards  lid 

or  with  tackmg  it  as  a  fnnge  to  my  x^      .     £    ^       n^u         •   •        ^t  4.u^ 

garments!    May  I  seek  to  be  sancti-  ^^r  to  fame      Ihe  opinion  of  the 

fied  wholly  !    My    nineteenth    birth-  future  novelist  about  faction  at  the 

day  will  soon  be  here  (the  22d)— an  age  of  twenty  was  uncompromis- 

awakening     signal.     My     mind    has  ingly  severe, 
been  much  clogged  lately  by  languor 

-of  body,  to  which  I  am  prone  to  give  **I  venture  to  believe,"  she  writes, 

way,  and  for  the  removal  of  which  I  *Hhat   the  same  causes  which  exist 

shall  feel  thankful."  in  my  own  breast  to  render  novels 

.                                     1.      1  ft^^  romances  pernicious,  have  their 

Music  had  not  only  been  for  her  counterpart  in  that  of  every  fellow- 

an  enthusiastic  study,  but  ati  ex-    creature As  to  the  discipline 

traordinary  enjoyment ;  neverthe-  our  minds  receive  from  the  perusal  of 

less  she  says  : —  fictions,  I  can  conceive  none  that  is 

beneficial  but  may  be  attained  by  that 

*'  It  would  not  cost  me  any  reerets  of  history.     It  is  the  merit  of  fictions 

if  the  only  music  heard  in  our  land  to  come  within  the  orbit  of  proba- 

were  that  of  strict  worship  ;  nor  can  bility  :  if   unnatural  they   woidd  no 

I  think  a  pleasure  that  involves  the  longer  please.    If  it  be  said  the  mind 

devotion  oi  all  the  time  and  powers  must  have  relaxation,  *  Truth  is  strange 

of  an  immortal  being  to  the  acquire-  — stranger  than  fiction.'    When  a  per- 

ment  of  an  expertness  in  so  useless  son  has    exhausted  the    wonders  of 

<at  least  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  truth,  there  is  no  other  resort  than 

hundred)  an  accomplishment,  can  be  fiction  :  till    then,   I  cannot  imagine 

ouite   pure  or  elevating   in  its  ten-  how  the  adventures  of  some  phantom, 

•aency."  conjured  up  by  fancy,  can  be  more 

_        ,                       - .           ,        ,  entertaining  than  the  transactions  of 

Now  her  present  biographer  has  yeal  specimens  of  human  nature  from 

judiciously  refrained  from  signify-  which  we  may  safely  draw  inferences. 

ing  any  approval  or  disapproval  on  I  daresay  Mr.  James's    *  Huguenot ' 

this  or  the  future  phase  of  her  would  be  recommended  as  giving  an 

theological  opinions.     It  would  be  i^^  ^^  ^^^  times  of  which  he  wntes  ; 

futile  U)  argue  a  matter  on  which  ^""^  ^^"^f,  "^^y  one  be  recommended 

«,^-*  ^^^A^Z^  ,v.«o»  u^^r.  ^»A^  «^  to  look  at  landscapes  for  an  idea  of 

most  readers  must  have  made  up  ^^^^^  ^           ^^  ^1  ^^^  ^^ 

their  minds,  and  he  evidently  thinks  the  relaxation  talked  of  is  one  that 

that  his  business  is  to  nresent  the  v^ould  not  generally  be  avowed  ;  but 

woman  of  genius  in  all  the  main  an  appetite  that  wants  seasoning  of  a 

circumstances  of  her  life,  and  to  certain  kind  cannot  be  indicative  oi 

leave  the  reader  to  draw  his  own  health.     Religious    novels  are    more 

conclusions.     A    cheap  and    easy  hateful  to  me  than  merely  worldly 

effect  miffht  be  gained  by  taking  '^^^ '  ^^^y  'Tv^^'^Jt  ""^  ^^,^^,,^1: 

•*!.       -r    x.  r  ^    u  1 1  r  ^1       *u  mermaid,  and,  like  other  monsters  that 

either  side,  but  we  shall  follow  the  ^^  ^^  ^ot  know  how  to  class,  should 

course    of    the    biographer.     Our  be   destroyed  for  the  public  good  as 

only  comment   on   the   foregoing  soon  as  bom.    The    weapons  of  the 

extracts  will  be  of  a  literary  kind.  Christian  warfare  were  never  sharp- 

They  prove  that  if  she  had  held  to  ened  at  the  forge  of  romance.    Domes- 

ber  opinions,  not  only  there  could  ^^^  fictions,  as  they  come  more  within 

have  been  no  ^  Adam  Bede,'  *  Mill  ^}^   ^^««  ^^  imitation,  seem  more 

^«  ^u^  T?i^««  »  r^^  ^xfV.^,  ^^.rJ\a  .  K.,#^  daugcrous.     For  my  part,  I  am  ready 

on  the  Floss,  or  other  novels  ;  but  to  sit  down  and  wipat  the  impossi- 

she  could  never  have  achieved  ht-  ^iUty  of  my  understanding  or  barely 

erary  excellence  of  any  kind,  be-  knowing   a  fraction  of  the  sum  of 

cause  her  thoughts  were  working  objects   that  present  themselves  for 
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our   contemplation  in  books  and  in  quiry  concerning    the   Origin    of 

life.     Have  I,  then,  any  time  to  spend  Christianity,'     which     had     beeD 

on  things  that  never  existed  ? "  translated    into  German,   with   a 

preface  written  by  Strauss.     Misa 

She  wrote  a  religious  poem  (not,  Evans  was  at  first  invited  to  their 

in  our  judgment,  a  good  one),  in  house  as  a  person    whose  ability 

which,  when  bidding  farewell  to  and  fervent  religious  views  misht 

the  things  of  earth,   she  implies  be    useful   in    bringing  back  Mr 

an  expectation  that  she  will  take  Bray  to  the  fold  of  the  Church, 

the  Bible  (apostrophised  as  "  blest  Although,    after    her    arrival    at 

volume  ! ")  to  heaven  with  her — a  the  new  house,  she  wrote  to  her 

sentiment  objected  to  by  the  editor  friend  Miss  Lewis  in  the  former 

of    the    <  Christian   Observer,*   in  religious  strain,  yet  her  views  of 

which  the  stanzas  appeared,   be-  the  subject  must  have  been  already 

cause,  he  said,  there  would  be  no  shifting,  for  a  complete  change  io 

need  of  a  Bible  there.     A  more  them  presently  toot  place, 

prosaic  but  still  devout  occupation  u  it  will  be  seen,"  says  the  biograph- 

was  the  construction   of  a  chart  er,   "from   subsequent  letters,    how 

of  ecclesiastical  hbtory,  which  she  greatly  Miss  Evans  was  interested  in 

only  gave  up  on  finding  her  plan  this  book  [Mr  Hennell's] — how  much 

foresUUed.      Nevertheless,    while  s^^  admired  it ;  and  the  reading  of  it,, 

still,  apparently  imbued  with  the  combined  with  the  a^ociation  with 

faith  fe  had  >eld  so  firmly  and  Jf[^^tlS7ft?^yflTj£l; 

almost  aggressively  from  childhood,  j^^  gray's  sympathy  in  her  brother's 

it  is  certain  that  she  [had   already  critical  and  sceptical  standpoint— no 

passed  from   the  receptive  to  the  doubt  hastened  the  change  in  her  atti- 

critical  stage  of  religion,  and  that  tude  towards  the  dogmas  of  the  old 

her  analytical  faculty  was  already  religion." 

at  work  on  the  inrfuenceB   which  g^g  geems  to  have  made  the  ac- 

hadsocontrolledher  conduct  and  quaintance    of    these    neighbonre 

daily  hfe  for  she  was  reading  con-  J,^^  ^^^  ^        ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^f  ^ 

troversial   works    and   was  much  jitter  to  Miss  Lewis,  in  which  she 

exercised  about  "  the  nature  of  the    ^^^^  . 

visible  Church."    The  change  of  ^ 

opinion  which  was  impending,  and  ,*!  My  whole  soul  has  been  enffroes- 

perhaps  in  any  case  inevitable,  was  ^^.^?  *5«  °?^S '^^^J^^'^^  ""^  ^^T 
Easte/ed  b/an  important  event  IZrJZtX'to^A^^ 
which  now  took  place  m  her  life,  know  not— possibly  to  one  that  will 
Her  brother  married,  and  it  had  startle  you  ;  but  my  only  desire  is  to- 
been  agreed  that  he  should  occupy  know  the  truth,  my  only  fear  to  cling 
Qriff,  while  his  father  and  sister  to  error.  I  venture  to  say  our  love^ 
removed  to  a  house  near  Coventry.*  ^i^l  ^^^  decompose  under  the  influence 
•Here  she  found  next-door  neigh-  of  separation,  unless   you  excommu- 

hours  who,  besides  being  cultivated  ^^tr!^^  ^^"  ^^'"^«  ^"^"^  ^^^  "^ 

,         '       ,  .,         1 -^  1         ^.  opinion." 

people,  were  philosophical  sceptics, 

and  who  did  something  more  with  A  month  later,  the  intended  re- 
their  views  than  merely  to  enter-  claimer  of  the  stray  sheep,  Mr 
tain  them.  Mr  Bray,  an  ardent  Brav,  *'  was  so  uneasy  m  aa 
phrenologist,  had  written  on  ^  The  equivocal  position  that  she  de- 
Philosophy  of  Necessitv,'  and  had  termined  to  give  up  going  to- 
marriea  a  sister  of  Mr  Hennell,  church."  This  nearly  led  to  a  rup- 
who  had  just  published  ^An  In-  ture  with  her  father,  who  talked 
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of  giving  up  his  new  house  and  flaence  dominating  her    life  and 

foing    to    live  with  his  married  conduct,  with  the  suddenness  and 

aughter:  it  was  not  till  after  Mary  completeness  of  a  rustic  who,  long 

Ann  had  planned  to  live  apart,  and  terrified  by  a  ghost  in  the  church- 

had  begun  by  going  on  a  visit  to  her  yard,  at  lengui  grapples  with  it, 

brother,  that  ^the  father  was  very  and  finds  it  to  consist  of  a  sheet 

glad  to  receive  her  again,  and  she  and  a  luminous  turnip.     Not  the 

resumed  going  to  church  as  before."  least  notable  of  her  minor  changes 

But  so  far  was  she  from  returning,  of  opinion  is  that  respecting  Mrs 

otherwise  than  externally,  to  the  Hannah  More,  the  former  contem- 

church,  that  we  find  her  later  writ-  pl^tion  of  whose  blessed  character 

ing,  "  When  the  soul  is  just  liber-  had  been  so  very  salutary.     ^*  I  am 

ated  from  the  wretched  giant's  bed  glad  you  detest  Mrs  Hannah  More's 

of  dogmas  on  which  it  has  been  letters.     I  like  neither  her  letters, 

racked  and  stretched  ever  since  it  nor  her  books,  nor  her  character." 

began  to  think,  there  is  a  feeling  of  Which  of  these  diverse  opinions  of 

exaltation  and  strong  hope."    Her  the  good  lady  may  be  correct  is  a 

new  correspondent  (for  we  find  no  Question   that   the  present  writer 

more  letters  to  Miss  Lewis)  was  a  does  not  feel  himself  competent  to 

lady  of  strong  intellect  and  ad-  decide. 

vanoed  opinions — Miss  Sara  Hen-  When  Miss  Evans  was  thirty  her 

nell,  the  sister  of  the  author  of  father  died.     The  Brays  happened 

the  *'  Inquiry  "  ;  and  henceforward  to  be  then  starting  on  a  Continental 

she  lived  with  the  two  sisters  and  trip,  and  she  being  without  a  home, 

Mr  Bray  in   the  closest  intimacy  was  glad  to  accompany  them.    At 

and  friendship,  making  excursions  the  end  of  the  tour  they  left  her 

with  them  about  the  country,  and  at  Geneva,  where  she  determined 

imparting    to    them    her    inmost  to  spend  some  months.     It  hap- 

mind.     In  1844,  Mr  Hennell  mar-  pened  to  her  almost  miraculously 

ried   Miss  Brabant,  whose  father  often  that  her  chance  associates 

was  the  friend  of  Strauss,  Coler-  proved  to  be  remarkable  people,  en- 

idge,   and    Grote,   and    who    had  tering  into  and  making  part  of  her 

been  chosen  to  translate  Strauas's  life,  and  it  was  her  hap  to  become 

*  Leben  Jesii.*    This  task  she  per-  a  lodger  in  the  house  of  Monsieur 

suaded  Miss  Evans  to  relieve  her  and  Madame  d'Albert  Durade,  who, 

of,  who,  during  the  next  two  years,  perfect  strangers  to  her  when  she 

performed   it  most  faithfully,  for  sought  their  abode,  turned  out  to 

the   translation   was   very    highly  be  friends  after  her  own  heart,  and 

esteemed  bv  English  disciples   of  so  always  continued.     Her  life  in 

Strauss,  and  reviewers  did  not  fail  Geneva,    planned   to  suit  herself, 

to    extol    the    excellence   of    the  while  giving  ample  freedom  and 

style.      And  that  her  change   of  leisure,  was  brightened   by  these 

opinion    was    not   a  half-hearted  agreeable  friends  and  their  visitors; 

one,  and  was  accompanied  by  no  the  scenery  was  full  of  charm  and 

regrets,  is  evident  from  her  men-  interest  ;  and   her  letters  express 

rion  of  a  certain  subject  as  one  she  the  delight   in  which  this  episode 

<houtd  like  to  work  out — namely,  of  her  existence  was  passed,  and 

**  The  superiority  of  the  consola-  the  real  grief  she  felt  when  it  came 

tions   of    philosophy   to   those   of  to   an   end    in    March  1850.     But 

so-called  religion."     It  may  almost  we  should  not  have  paused  on  it, 

be   said   that   she  threw  off  what  even  for  this  brief  space,  except  to 

had  hitherto  been  the  gloomy  in-  note  that  this  resting-place,  full  of 
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refreshment  and  repose,  afforded  the  predominating  influence  of  her 
the  opportunity  of  facing  what  lay  life.  George  Henry  Lewes,  a  year 
before  her,  and  of  congidering  how  or  two  older  than  she,  though  by 
she  should  make  herself  a  new  no  means  so  well  known  to  the 
home,  and  how  shape  her  new  life,  world  |  as  he  afterwards  became. 
Accordingly,  on  hqr  return  to  £ng-  held  already  a  good  position  in 
land  she  very  soon  entered  on  an  letters.  He  was  editor  of  a  week- 
arduous  occupation.  It  was  for  ly  paper — the  *  Leader ' ;  he  was 
Mr  Chapman  that  she  had  trans-  known  as  a  man  of  science  by  his 
lated  Strauss,  and  another  Grer-  ^  History  of  Philosophy ' ;  as  a 
man  freethinker's  book,  and  he  novelist  by  '  Ranthorpe '  and  ^Rose, 
proposed  to  her  that  she  should  Blanche,  and  Violet '  ;  and  he  had 
become  assistant  editor  of  the  contributed  many  essays  to  peri- 
*  Westminster  Review,'  living  in  odical  literature.  Uncommonly 
his  house  in  the  Strand  as  a  boarder,  well  read,  even  for  an  habitual 
This  position,  which  she  at  once  student,  he  was  a  most  agreeable 
accepted,  brought  her  directly  into  companion,  genial,  easy,  friendly 
contact  with  many  eminent  per-  in  approach,  ready  to  engage  in 
sonages.  £merson  and  Froude  she  give  and  take,  on  any  subject,  and 
had  already  met  at  the  Brays' :  sure  to  bear  a  clever,  entertaining 
Mill,  Carlyle,  Miss  Martineau,  part  in  it.  It  is  evident  that  from 
Browning,  Mazzini,  Dickens,  she  the  first  he  and  Miss  Evans  at- 
became  acquainted  with  through  tracted  each  other,  and  we  soon 
the  Review  or  its  editor,  together  find  her  letters  beginning  €b  con- 
with  many  who  were  pushing  to  tain  frequent  notices  of  ^'  Lewes," 
the  front  as  ^'  advanced  thinkers,"  and  Lewes's  state  of  health.  Prob- 
— and  with  most  of  these  she  had  ably  a  womanly  compassion  at  first 
numerous  points  of  sympathy.  But  counted  for  something  in  the  inti- 
it  must  be  noted  here,  out  of  re-  macy,  for  his  domestic  oircum- 
gard  for  the  prepossessions  of  the  stances  were  unhappy,  his  married 
many  who  fail  to  give  to  those  home  having  been  spoiled  and 
known  as  strong-minded  women  broken  up  two  years  before.  On 
the  admiration  which  their  virile  his  side  the  admiration  amounted 
qualities  might  seem  to  merit,  to  a  kind  of  worship— he  became, 
uiat  George  Eliot  was  never  in  and  ever  continued  to  be,  one  of  a 
that  sense  a  strong-minded  wo-  sect  of  disciples  who  made  belief 
man, — that  while  possessed  of  im-  in  her  wisdom  and  goodness  a  kind 
mense  intellectual  force,  capable  of  of  religion.  As  the  intimacy  pro- 
grappling  with  the  highest  prob-  gressed,  her  reciprocation  of  his 
lems  ana  most  arduous  tasks,  she  complete  attachmentgrew  so  strong 
was  of  a  moral  nature  tender,  sym-  as  to  impel  her  to  cast  in  her  lot 
pathetic,  impulsive,  and  womanly,  with  his.  A  word  of  farewell  to 
possibly  in  some  things  even  wom-  her  three  friends  at  Coventry,  when 
anish,  and  liable  to  be  convicted  setting  off  with  him  for  a  tour  on 
by  the  truly  strong-minded  of  her  the  Continent,  told  of  the  begin- 
sex  of  what  they  might  think  a  ning  of  her  union  with  Lewes. 
thousand  weaknesses.  1  hus,  for  the  second  time,  she 
Among  those  whose  lastingfriend-  had  taken  a  step  in  life  which  she 
ship  witn  her  began  at  this  time  knew  must  place  her  in  an  attitude 
was  Mr  Herbert  Spencer,  and  he  of  estrangement  from,  or  antagon- 
it  was  that  introduced  her  to  the  ism  with,  many  of  her  own  circle 
man  who  was  henceforward  to  be  of  friends,  and  with  whole  sections 
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of  society  at  large.     And  for  the  before  it — all  failure  to  appreciate 

second  time,  as  it  proved,  this  step  made  impossible  by  affection,  but 

was  of  the  first  importance  in  the  all  undue  or  careless  approval  made 

-development  of  her  genius.  What-  equally  impossible  by  a  judgment 

ever  the  world  may  think  it   has  too  clear,  and  a  taste  too  exacting, 

gained   in  her  writings,  it  would  to  let  anything  pass  which  seemed 

not    have  gained  if  she  had   not,  short  of  excellence.     It  is  hardly  a 

first,  changed  her   opinions,    and,  mere  guess  that  a  passage  written 

next,  formed  thisjunion  with  Lewes,  a  few  years  later  in  *  Adam  Bede  ' 

She  might  have  searched  all  society  describes  the  result  of  that  union 

through   without   finding    a  com-  as  it  appeared  to  her  then,  and  as 

panion  so  fertilising  to  her  intel-  it  promised  (and  promised  truly) 

lect.  She  was  eminently  one  whose  for  the  future  :  — 
self-confidence     required     to     be        ,,  ^^^^      ^^^^  ^^       .^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

aroused  and  constantly  reassured  ;  ^^^  ^^^^^  g^^lg  ^^^^^  ^^  j^^i  ^y^^^ 

sympathy,  praise,  and    encourage-  they  are  joined  for  life— to  strengthen 

ment  were  indispensable  to  her  in  each  other  in  all  labour,  to  rest  on 

pursuino^  tasks  more  ambitious,  and  each  other  in  all  sorrow,  to  minister 

•demanding    the    exercise    of    far  to  each  other  in  all  pain — to  be  one 

higher  qualities,  than  the  writing  ^^^^  each  other  in  sUent,  unspeakable 

of  a  review.      It  is  quite  possible  "^^^"^f.  **  *^^  °'''°'®''*  ""^  ^^^  ^^* 

that  this  great  novelist  might  have  ^     ^^ 

gone  on  i2l  her  life  writing  articles  It  was  in  September  1856,  she 
and  reviews,  unknown  except  to  a  being  then  thirty-seven,  and  having 
coterie,  had  she  not  been  roused  to  never  attempted  a  tale  of  any  sort, 
higher  action  by  the  counsel  and  that,  after  much  urging  by  Lewes, 
example  of  Lewes.  In  this  first  she  made  her  first  essay  in  fiction, 
trip  to  the  Continent,  while  she  She  had  always  been  haunted  by 
was  still  engaged  on  contributions  a  vague  dream  that  some  day  9he 
to  the  ^  Westminster,'  he  was  re-  might  write  a  novel,  but  as  time 
writing  and  completing,  partly  in  wore  on  without  the  effort  being 
Weimar  itself,  the  stronghold  of  made,  she  lost  hope  of  this.  She 
his  hero,  *  The  Life  of  Goethe,'  a  fancied  she  might  sncceed  in  de- 
work  which  at  once  brought  him  a  soription,  but  would  fail  in  con- 
wide  extension  of  repute.  A  little  struction  and  dialogue.  Lewes, 
later  he  urged  her  to  try  her  hand  too,  did  not  feel  sure  that  her  work 
at  an  original  work — and  now,  and  would  show  dramatic  power,  but 
now  only,  can  she  be  said  to  have  used  to  say,  *'  You  have  wit,  de- 
entered  on  the  approaches  to  her  scription,  and  philosophy, — these 
remarkable  career.  An  inscription  go  a  good  way  towards  the  prod uc- 
on  the  manuscript  of  her  first  tion  of  a  novel.  It  is  wortn  while 
novel,  giving  it  to  Lewes,  says  it  for  you  to  try  the  experiment." 
*'  would  never  have  been  written  Her  idea  was  to  write  a  series  of 
but  for  the  happiness  which  his  stories  drawn  from  her  own  ob^ 
love  has  conferred  on  my  life."  servation  of  the  clergy.  Why  one 
Henceforward  the  pair  form  a  who  had  ceased  to  believe  that  the 
remarkable  picture,  working  ind us-  clergy  represented  an  authentic  re- 
triously  in  their  home,  each  finding  ligion  should  have  chosen  that  of 
in  the  other  not  merely  an  acute  aU  subjects,  does  not  appear  ;  but  it 
critic,  bat  one  bending  all  the  became  abundantly  evident  in  the 
energies  of  the  mind  to  the  con-  course  of  her  writings  that  not  a 
sideration  of  what  the  other  laid  vestige  of  prejudice  existed  to  pre* 


164  The  Life  and  Letters  of  George  Eliot.  [Feb. 

vent  her  from  doing  amplest  jus-  has  conceived  the  writer  in   her 

tice  to  the  highest  points  of  a  sin-  mind  as 

cere  Christian,  whether  Churchman  ,,  .      .,,,  ...  .^ 

^,.  Tfc:— ^«*««       T>««u«,v-  :♦  ^^^^^A       *  nian  of  middle  age,  with  a  wifCr 

or  ^isaenter.      Perhaps  it  seemed  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  beautifS 

to  her  that  such   a  one  might  be  fe^ninine  touches  in  his  book— a  good 

drawn  best  from  the  outside,  and  many  children,  and  a  dog  that  he  has 

from  an  absolutely    neutral  point  as  much  fondness  for  as  I  have  for  my 

of  view.      In  six  weeks  the  story  little  Nero  !     For  the  rest,  not  just  a 

was  finished,   and  sent  by   Lewes  clergyman,  but  brother  or  first  cousm 

to    Blackwood,   as   the    work    of  to  a  clergyman." 

"  a   friend   who  desired  his   good  Dickens  wrote  her  a  letter  which 

offices.  all   his  admirers  will  be  glad  of — 

John  Blackwood  gave  the  tale  all  not   only  warm   and  generous   in 

that  anxious  consideration  which  he  appreciation,  but    most    acute  in 

used  to  bestow  on  every  new  contri-  piercing  the  veil  of  her  incognito 

bution  of  promise.  With  his  usual  ^nd  pseudonym.      He  stood  quite 

intuition  he  perceived  that,  if  the  alone  in  his  shrewd  and  confident 

work  of  a  new  hand,  it  contained  ^uess  : 

the  promise  of  uncommon  success.        ,,^  ,  ,  ,      ,    . 

Never  one  of  those  who  think  it         ^  ^^'^  observed  what  seemed  to 

.  .IV  e  '  J  1*1  *  nie  such  womanly  touches  m  those 
wisetobecharyofpraise,andliking  moving  fictions,  that  the  assurance  on 
the  story  better  the  more  he  con-  the  title-page  is  insufficient  to  satiad^r 
sidered  it,  he  wrote  her  many  sym-  me  even  now.  If  they  originated  with 
pathetic  and  encouraging  letters  ;  no  woman,  I  believe  that  no  man  ever 
and  it  was  in  reply  to  one  of  these  before  had  the  art  of  making  himself 
(he  having  then  no  suspicion  that  mentally  so  like  a  woman  since  the 
his  contributor  was  a  woman)  that  ^^rld  began." 
she  took  for  a  signature  the  name  When  John  Blackwood  came  to 
by  which  henceforth  she  was  identi-  town  at  this  time,  and  called  on 
fied  in  the  world  of  letters,  choos-  Lewes,  she  consented  to  reveal 
ing  George  because  it  was  Lewes's  herself  to  that  genial  friend  and 
name,  and  Eliot  as  a  fiuent^and  editor — titles  almost  synonymous 
euphonious  accompaniment.  **  Mr  in  his  case ;  for  so  warm  was  his 
Gilfil's  Love-Story  "  and  "  Janet's  svmpathy  with  literary  excellence^ 
Repentance  "  followed  (all  making  that  the  instances,  if  any,  most  be 
their  first  appearance  in  the  Mag-  few  where  contributors  whom  he 
azine),  and  excited  interest  and  valued  did  not  find  in  him  a  friend 
speculation  to  a  degree  quite  un-  for  life.  It  really  might  be  said 
common  in  the  case  of  an  anony-  of  him  that  the  business  aspect  of 
mous  writer  treating  of  themes  so  the  relation  was  the  one  least  pres- 
level  with  ordinary  life.  When  ent  to  his  mind.  His  good-fellow- 
published  in  a  collected  form,  the  ship  would  not  let  him  preserve  a 
presentation  copies  brought  ac-  formal  attitude  towards  his  assooi- 
knowledgments  from  many  whose  ates.  Next  to  his  natural  kin,  he 
praise  was  fame.  Her  old  ac-  placed  in  affection  those  to  whom 
quaintance  Froude,  completely  he  was  bound  by  literary  ties  ;  he 
mystified,  did  not  know  whether  he  always  seemed  to  regard  his  con- 
was  addressing  his  eulogy  to  **  a  tributors  as  an  unending  Christmas- 
young  man  or  an  old — a  clergyman  party,  gathered  together  under  the 
or  a  layman."  Mrs  Carlyle  wrote  lovial  auspices  of  the  Magazine, 
one  of  her  clever,  unconventional.  His  friendliness  invariably  tended 
characteristic  letters,  and  says  she  to  express  itself  in  hospitality  ;  he 
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would  joyously  devise  dinners  for  using  these  as  materials  which 
brinnng  old  and  new  supporters  of  imagination  should  mould  for  a 
the  Magazine  pleasantly  together,  purpose.  In  reading  <  Adam  Bede/ 
and  many  a  famous  book  or  paper  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive  her 
has  owed  its  germ,  or  part  of  its  inestimable  good  fortune  in  having 
merit,  to  ideas  struck  out  in  his  a  social  origm  no  higher  than  to  be 
dining-room  in  Edinburgh,  or  at  the  daughter  of  a  man  who  begaD 
his  dieerful  Fifeehire  home  of  life  as  a  master-carpenter,  and 
Strathtyrum.  Greorge  Eliot  at  ended  it  as  a  land  agent.  Most 
once,  and  ever  after,  cordially  re-  persons  born  in  a  station  favour- 
cognised  what  she  felt  to  be  her  able  to  the  writing  of  novels,  stand 
^ood  fortune  in  lighting  on  a  pub-  far  from  the  inner  life  of  the  classes 
lisher  so  gonial  :  her  previous  ideas  socially  beneath  them.  But  here 
of  publishers  had  probably  run  we  have  the  quite  new  combinatioD 
altogether  on  formal  letters,  inter,  of  the  highest  culture  dealing  with 
views  in  offices,  dry  estimates,  and  the  life  of  the  working  classes  from 
balance-sheets ;  and  there  was  their  own  standpoint.  Among  the 
something  of  surprise  at  finding  infinite  advantages  resulting  from 
how  the  business  transactions  were  this,  it  was  one  quite  unshared  by 
80  mixed  up  with  good  offices  and  any  other  writer  to  have  had  an 
friendly  care  for  her  interests  as  to  aunt  who  was  a  Methodist  preacher. 
be  entirely  transfigured.  In  ao-  Tears  before,  this  old  lady,  then 
knowledging  some  favourable  criti-  about  sixty,  paid  her  niece  a  visit 
cisms  which  he  had  transmitted,  at  Griff,  and  told,  among  other  ex- 
she  says  : —  periences  of  her  career  as  an  evan- 

,.,        ,.,       J    -  .       ,  gelist,  how  she  had  once  been  called 

'*  I  am  like  a  deaf  person,  to  whom  ^^  f^'  ^^r^^*  ♦i,^  !«„♦  ,«rv««^«*«  ;,v 

some  one  has  just  shouted  that  the  ^^.^  comfort  the  last  moments  m 

company  round  him  have  been  paying  P™on  of  a  country  girl,  condemned 

him  compliments  for  the  last   half-  for  the  murder  of  her  infant,  and 

hour.    Let  the  best  come,  you  will  had  accompanied  her  in  the  cart  to 

still  be  the  person  outside  my  own  the  scaffola.     This  tale  had  made 

home  who  first  gladdened  me  about  a  deep  impression  on  Mary  Ann  ; 

•Adam  Bede/    and  my  success  will  ^nd  when,  after  her  first  succesa 

in^I^ii^i^  fh^  ni J:,,  1"^'  ^"^"^  >vith  the  shorter  tales,  she  resolved 

vou  will  snare  the  pleasure.  ,    ^  ,    ^,         »  u 

*^  to  try  whether  she  could  write  a 

In  the  *  Scenes  of  Clerical  Life  '  novel,  she  took  this  incident  as  the 

she  had  depicted  many  real  per-  groundwork  of  her  plot :  and  thus 

sons  so  truthfully  that  there  was  it  chanced  that  all  the  charming 

general   recognition   of  them    by  lifelike  personages  of  the  tale — rail 

their  former  neighbours  at  Nun-  the  humorous  and  pathetic  scenes 

eaton  ;   insomuch  that  an  inhabi-  which  place  ^  Adam  Bede '  at  the 

tant  of  the  place,  aided  by  her  m-  head   of    representations  of  rural 

i'OffnitOy  was  tempted  to  lay  claim  life — received  their  being  from  a 

to  the  authorship  of  her  works,  and  source  which   appears  to   us    the 

actually  got  some  foolish  persons  least  real  or  admirable  part  of  the 

lo  believe  in  him.     But  she  per-  work. 

ceived  this  kind  of  portraiture  to        It  was  only  the  suggestion   of 

be  not  artistically  the  best.     In  her  Dinah   which    was   derived   from 

next  book,  while  drawing  largely  the  Methodist    aunt.      That    real 

on   her  recollections  of  what  she  personage  was  a  little  black-eyed 

bad  seen  and  heard  in  early  life,  woman,  full  of  zeal,  but  destitute 

»ibe  pursued  the  truer  method  of  of  the  grace,  the  restraint  and  re- 
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iinement  of  enthusiasm^  the  power  the  resalt  is  in  this  case  propor- 

of     qharm,     which     individaalise  tionate  to   the   power  demanded, 

Dinah.       W<hether     that     highly  for    extraordinary   force    b    thus 

pitched  nature  was  true  to  itself  given   to   the   pictures  of  artisan 

in  consenting  to  marry    the  stal-  and  peasant  life.      In  dealing  with 

wart  Adam,  we  will  not  undertake  the  more  worldly  aspect  of  these, 

to  say.    No  doubt,  the  later  scenes  the  experiences  of  her  early  home 

are  among  the  best  in  the  book ;  are     no     less     important.       Her 

no    doubt,   the  reader,  not  being  father's  daughter,   when    moving 

himself  a  religious  enthusiast,  ap-  amidst  the  details  of  the  carpen- 

proves  of  this  pretty  devout  woman  ter's  shop,   of  the  farm,   of .  the 

turning  out  to  be  '^^  not  too  bright  dairy,   was    on    familiar    nound. 

and  good  for  human  nature's  daily  While  keeping  house  for  Kobert 

food^' — and  a  reader's  content  is  a  Evans,  she  had  herself  had  butter 

legitimate  aim  in   art :    neverthe-  on  her  mind,  and  had  learned  the 

less,   we   are   not   sure   that  this  difficulty  of  making  a  farm  pay  ; 

pleasing  end  is  not  gained  by  some  she  had  studied  from  the  life  the 

sacrifice  of  identity  in  the  heroine  ;  labourers  of  the  field  and  the  oow- 

we  are  not  sure  that  young  Mrs  shed ;  she  had  witnessed  the  amen- ' 

Bede  is  exactly  the  same  person  as  ities  and  appreciated  the  joys  of 

Dinah  Morris,  or  has  not  under-  a  harvest-supper.     Bartle  Massey, 

gone  some   declination  from  that  the  schoolmaster,  too  quaint  and 

spiritual  creature.     However  that  animated  a  character  not  to  have 

may  be,   this  consummation  was  had  some  grains  of  reality,   may 

early     decreed    by    the    author,  have  often  looked  in  for  a  gossip 

Lewes,  after  hearing  the  opening  at  Griff ;  and  it  must  have  been 

oi  the  book,  suggested  that  Dinan  recollection,  too,  that  supplied  the 

should   marry  Adam.     It  was  an  outward  signs  of  a  healthy  old  aee 

obvious  enough  suggestion,  from  in  the  elder  Martin  Poyaer.    lbs 

a  plot-making  point  of  view,  and  Poyser,  the  next  best  after  Dinabi 

was  at    once  accepted  ;    so    that  we  take  it,  of  her  characters,  owed 

from  the  third  chapter  the  story  her    distinctive     wit    mostly    to 

bent    itself    to    that   comfortable  imagination  :  the  many  sagadons 

•catastrophe.  apothegms  of  that  practical  woman 

The   artistic  value    of    George  are  the  golden  coinage  of  her  crea- 

Eliot's    religious     experiences     m  tor's  brain. 

•enabling  her  to  create  this  her  It  seems  now  merely  a  matter  of 
highest  character,  and  many  others  course  that  an  immense  extension 
in  that  and  later  novels,  is  at  of  reputation  should  have  at  once 
least  as  notable  as  in  the  Clerical  followed  on  the  publication  of 
series.  Without  this  element  no  'Adam  Bede,'  which  took  place  in 
picture  of  working  life  would  be  February  1859.  In  March,  Black- 
true  ;  it  is  in  that  class  to  which  wood  wrote  to  tell  her  she  was  ^*a 
existence  is  so  earnest,  in  which  popular  author  as  well  as  a  ereat 
its  evils  are  so  strongly  present,  author."  Bulwer,  whose  opmion 
and  in  which  reason  is  but  a  weak  she  thought  much  of,  wrote  to 
check  on  impulse,  that  the  re-  Blackwood  a  letter  about  the 
ligious  sentiment  is  most  power-  book,  which,  as  might  be  expected 
f ul  and  contagious.  But  it  is  an  from  him,  was  generously  appreci- 
€lement  very  difficult  to  introduce  ative.  '*  The  success,"  she  says, 
and  to  blend  harmoniously  with  '*has  been  triumphantly  beyond 
the  others  ;  and  the  excellence  of  anything  I  had  dreamed  of."    The 


1885.]                 The  Life  and  Letters  of  George  Eliot.  167 

novel  fixed  her  place  in  literature,  grotesqueness  ;  while  the  tragedy 
and  fixed  it  so  high  that  it  became  of  the  end  handicaps  the  book,  as 
in  some  respects  a  discouragement  a  disastrous  close  always  does,  un- 
to her  self-distrustful  temperament,  less,  as  in  the  *  Bride  of  Lammer- 
projecting  a  dark  rather  than  a  moor,'  the  whole  tone  and  atmo- 
luminous  shadow  on  the  future,  sphere  is  so  sombre  that  no  other 
by  rendering  it  so  difficult  to  be  kind  of  conclusion  is  artistically 
equal  to  herself  in  a  new  produc-  possible — a  reason  not  present 
tion.  But,  very  ambitious  by  na-  here  ;  for  Bulwer  pointed  out,  and 
ture,  and  full  of  ideas  to  which  she  George  Eliot  admitted  as  a  fault,, 
was  irresistibly  impelled  to  give  that  the  tragedy  is  not  adequately 
expression,  she  found,  if  not  confi-  prepared — meaning,  doubtless,  that 
dence,  courage  to  enter  on  a  new  there  is  nothing  in  the  course  of 
novel.  We  do  not  learn  by  any  the  tale  so  ruinous  of  happiness,  or 
means  so  much  about  either  the  so  unredeemable,  as  to  render  a 
motive,  the  framework,  or  the  exe-  tragic  conclusion  inevitable.  But 
cation  of  this  as  of  the  former  throughout  the  work  the  same 
work.  It  is  evident  enough  that  hand  is  evident  as  that  which 
in  the  recollections  of  the  fraternal  wrought '  Adam  Bede ' :  the  style 
relations  between  her  and  Isaac  is  no  less  careful  and  finished  ;  the 
the  book  originated,  growing  nat-  views  of  life  are  no  less  original 
arally,  as  it  went  on,  out  of  Book  and  uncommon  ;  and  the  general 
the  First,  ''  Boy  and  Girl"  ;  and  reader,  thus  assured  that  the  guid-- 
this  view  is  confirmed  by  the  fact  ance  was  as  strong  as  ever,  waa 
that  the  name  first  bestowed  on  content  to  follow  whithersoever  it 
the  novel  was    <  Sister    Maggie.'  raiffbt  lead. 

Comparing  it,  while  in   its  early  In  the  same  year  in  which  *  The 

st^e,  with  *  Adam,'  she  says, —  Mill  on  the  Floss '  was  written,  she 

"  The  characters  are  on  a  lower  made  a  first  visit  to  Italy.     Of  its 

level   generally,  and  the  environ-  great  cities  none  made  so  deep  an 

ment    Jess    romantic."      She    ex-  impression  on  her  as  Florence  ;  and 

presses  doubt   and  distrust  from  its  treasuries  of  art,  of  scenery, 

time  to  time,  and  describes  herself  and  of  history,  inspired  her  with 

as  ^  a  prisoner  in   the   Castle  of  the  idea  of  writing  an  historical 

Oiant  Despair,  who  growls  in  ray  romance,  of  which  it  should  be  the 

ear  that  the  '  Mill  on  the  Floss '  is  scene.     The  same  strong  tendency 

detestable."    Nevertheless,  the  re-  which  had  led  her  to  interfnse  in 

ceptioQ  of  the  work  brought  her  former  works  the  evangelical  and 

full  content.    It  was  recognised  as  the  Methodist  spirit,  cow  impelled 

of  the  same  brand  as  '  Adam.'    At  her  to  choose  for  the  groundwork 

this  time  there  is   no   reason,  as  of    her    subject    the    career    and 

there  was   then,   for    desiring  to  martyrdom    of    Savonarola.       To 

prove  that  each  succeeding  work  is  qualify  herself  for  the  task  of  rep- 

as  ^ood  as  its  predecessors;  and  we  resenting  the  costume  and  social 

beheve  the  author  was  right  about  life  of  the  period,  she  saturated  her 

"  the  lower  level."    The  Tullivers  mind  with  Italian  lore,  and  made 

are  inferior  to  the  Bedes  in  sim-  a  second  visit  to  Florence ;  and  in 

plicity,   force,   and   interest ;    the  '  Romola,'  which  appeared  in  the 

Gleggs,  Dodsons,  and  Pullets  are  '  Cornhill  Magazine,'  satisfied  her 

ordinarycompared  with  the  tenants  admirers  that  she  had  lost  none  of 

of  the  Uall  Farm,  and  their  char-  her  strength  in  dealing  with  a  long- 

acteristics    are    exaggerated  into  past  epocn  in  a  foreign  land.     But 
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before  it  began  to  appear,  she  had  ding  a  long  farewell  to  leisure  and 

published,    with    Blackwood,    the  repose.     It  cannot  be  doubted  that 

one-volume  novel  of  *  Silas  Marner,'  the  earlier  epoch  best  suited  her 

a  tale  of  old-fashioned  villaffe  life,  cast  of  thought.     The  mellow  at- 

arising  out  of  her  dim  recollection  mosphere  that  bathed  her  pictures 

of  having  once  seen  a  weaver  carry-  of  bygone  years,  faded,  with  the 

ing  a  bag  on  his  back.     In  dealing  change  of  period,  into  the  li^ht  of 

with    the    religious    fraternity  in  common  day.    Felix  himself  is  not 

Lantern  Yard,  she  was  once  more  very  distinct ;  Jermyn  is  unpleas- 

completely  at  home.     The  scenes  ant  throughout,  which  is  a  differ- 

at  Squire  Cass's  Christmas^'party,  ent  thing  from  being  bad — a  fact 

and  at  the  village  alehouse,  are  as  not  sufficiently  accepted  by  novel-' 

good  as  any  she  has  drawn  ;  the  ists.     A  minister,  wno  like  Rufus 

central  incident  of  the  robbery  of  Lyon,  habitually  pitches  his  dis- 

Mamer's  gold,  and  the  substitu-  course  in  the  "  peradventure "  key, 

tion  thereupon  of  a  human  for  a  becomes  more  than   ever  an  an- 

sordid  interest  in  his  life,  is  new  achronism  in  the.  later  epoch.    For 

and  striking  ;    and  Nancy  Lam-  these  and  other  reasons,  we  do  not 

meter  is  a  very  pleasant  and  ori-  imagine  that  this    novel  is  now 

ginal  heroine.     Short  as  it  is,  it  is  placed  among  her  best ;  bat  it  was 

probably  counted  among  her  best  received  at  the  time  with  no  less 

pieces  of  work.  applause  than  its  predecessors,  and 

In  her  next  picture  of  English  its  many    striking    points    found 

life  there  was  an  important  change  eager  appreciation, 
of  plan.     Hitherto,  while,  making        Of  a  very  ambitious  nature — 

use  of  her  own  observations  and  ambitious,  that  is  to  say,  of  the 

experience,  she  had  cast  her  tales  attainment  of   various  excellence 

in  a  time  just  before  her  own  child-  and  of  the  praise  due  to  it — she 

hood.     She  derived  much  of  her  was  now  impelled  to  an  altogether 

material  from  what  her  father  told  different     enterprise     in     letters, 

her  about  his  early  life.      '^  The  Another  novel,  however  suooessful, 

time   of  my  father's  youth,"  she  could  scarcely  add  to  her  fame, 

says,  ''never  seemed  prosaic,  for  — but  what  if  she  could  achieve 

it  came  to  my   imagination  first  a  great  poem !      She  had  sound 

through  his  memories,  which  made  reasons    for    thinking    she    could 

a    wondrous    perspective    to    mv  maintain  a  high  pitch  in  poetry. 

little   daily   world  of  discovery."  Her  prose  had  the  condensity,  the 

It  was  by  setting  her  subject  at  a  felicity,  the  subtle  suggestiveness 

certain  distance  that  she  saw  it  at  in  epithet  and  phrase,  of  fine  verse, 

the  right  focus.     "  My  mind,"  she  Her  works  had  been  filled  with 

says    again,    "  works    with     most  thoughts,  imagery,  and  pictures  of 

freedom,  and  the  keenest  sense  of  the  true  poetig  cast.    They  seemed 

poetry,  in  my  remotest  past,  and  to  want  only  the  accomplishment 

there  are  many  strata  to  be  worked  of  verse  to  be  converted  from  high 

through  before  I  can  begin  to  use,  prose  into  high  poetry.  The  change 

artistically^  any    material    I    can  of  vehicle  was  m  itself,  perhaps,  a 

gather  in  the  present."    She  now  relief  after  so  much  toil,  and  the 

thought  the   time    had   come  for  '  Spanish  Gypsy '  was  accomplished, 

adventuring  into  a  later   period.  It  was  received  favourably  by  the 

and  '  Felix  Holt '  is  of  the  time  of  large  audience  which   was  accus- 

the  Reform  Bill  of  1832,  when  the  tomed  to  greet  her  :  nevertheless 

worKl  was  wakening  up,  and  bid-  it   was  apparent    then,   and  time 
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has   not   modified    the  view,  that  race  present  under  such  conditions  as 

€ven  when  such  lofty  qualifications  would  enable  me  to  get  my  heroine 

as  those  just  enumerated  have  been  fj^^  *^^®  hereditary  claim  on  her  among 

put  in  jition,  there  is  still  an  ale-  ^^l«^!f<;:  J  ''^^'^^t^'^Z^T 
^  ^  ^  L.-  1.1  Li?  vj  of  race  to  give  tne  need  for  renounc- 
ment,  not  ascertainable  beforehand,  jng  the  expectation  of  marriage.  I 
which  must  indispensably  form  could  not  use  the  Jews  or  the  Moors, 
part  of  the  reckoning.  That  mys-  because  the  facts  of  their  history  were 
terious  element — which  is  as  well  too  conspicuously  opposed  to  the 
called  inspiration  as  by  any  other  working  out  of  my  catastrophe.  Mean- 
name — was  not  found  present  in  ^^e  the  subject  had  become  more 
the  work.  It  is  read  with  interest,  and  more  pregnant  to  me  I  saw  it 
.  ,  ,  •*!  J  •  *•  might  be  taken  as  a  symbol  of  the 
with     pleasure,   with   admiration,  p^^  ^^^^^^  j^  p^^y^  i^  ^^^  ^^^^^1 

but    It   is   not   among   the  poems  human  lot  by  hereditary    conditions 

which  the  lovers  of  poetry  quote  in  the  largest  sense,  and  of  the  fact 

and   cherish.     It   will  continue  to  that  what  we  call  duty    is   entirely 

be   of   interest,   we   imagine,   not  made  up  of  such  conditions  ;  for  even 

altogether  as  a  poem,  but  as  an  i^i  cases  of  just  antagonism   to  the 

exposition  of  a  theory  which  had  ^^^/l^  ^^    ^^^^^   ^^^' 

^^ivil.  o«  ^^f^<.r..A\...L  «f f.o^t;..n  t^e  whole  background  of  the  partic- 

d  our 
for  a 
'  groat 

in  me  like  plants."    All   the  best  epochs    was    determined  entirely  by 

stories  in   tne  world,  we  imagine,  reflection,  without  the  immediate  in- 

have  so  grown.     But  it  was  nat-  tervention  of  feeling  which  supersedes 

oral,  as  time  went  on,  that  the  in-  reflection  our  deterinination  as  to  the 

cessant  engagement  of  her  mind  in  "/*^*  ^^"^4  ^°«f*  'L"',*^,?^*"!?^^ 

^,          *Vf.^    \     1 J  i:        1  J  *  of  our  individual  needs  to  the   dire 

problems  of  life  should  have  led  to  necessities  of  our  lot,  partly  as  to  our 

the  evolution  of  theories,  and  con-  natural  constitution,  partly  as  sharers 

sequently  in   her  future  works,  to  of  life  with  our  fellow-beings.    Tra- 

a   new   method  of   construction —  gedy  consists  in  the  terrible  diflficulty 

namely,  that  of  making  the  exposi-  of  this  adjustment— 

tion  of  the  theory  the  basis  of  the  '  The  dire  strife 

work,  and   bending  character  and  Of  poor  Humanity's  aflQicted  will, 

incident  to  fit  the  theory  ;  a  change  Struggling     in    vain    with    ruthless 

which  seems  to  us  to  tell  of  dimin-  destiny. 

ished  vividness  of  conception   and  Looking  at  individual  lots,  I  seemed 

i;..^;,^;<>v./^/^     ..^,,r«..    ^f    ;n,rr.«f;^n  ^o  see  in  each  the  same  story,  wrought 

dim  nished     power   of    invention  ^^^  ^.^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^     ^^^ 

In    her     notes     on     the    ;  Spamsh  j  determined    the    element!  of    my 

<Typ9y,     hrst   published    m    these  drama  under  the  influence  of  these 

volumes,    the  new   process   is   set  ideas.     .     .     . 

forth    at    large.     She   had    seen  a  "  The  consolatory  elements  in  'The 

picture    which    inspired    her   with  Spanish  Gypsy '  are  derived  from  two 

an  idea  :—  convictions    or    sentiments  which  so 

conspicuously    pervadi)    it,  that  they 
may  be  said  to  l>e  its  vcr}'  warp   on 

•'  I   rame   home    with  this    in    my  which  the    whole    action    is  woven, 

mind,  meaning  to   u^ive  the  motive  a  These  are, — (1)    The    importance  of 

clothing  in  some  suitable  set  of  his-  individual    deeds ;    (2)     The  all-suffi- 

torical    and    local    conditions.       My  ciency  of  the   soul's  passions  in  deter- 

retle<tioiki  brought    me   nothing  that  mining  sympathetic  action, 

would  serve  me  except  that  moment  in  *'In  Silva  is   presented  the  claim  of 

Spanish     history    when    the  struggle  fidelity  to  social  pledges  ;   in  Fedalma. 

with     the    Moors    wfis -attaining    its  the  claim  constituted  by  an  hereditarj' 

climax,  and  when  there  was  the  gypsy  lot  less  consciously  shared." 
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The  reader  cannot  fail  to  see  was  thus  led  into  a  range  of  in- 
what  a  difference  there  is  between  quiry  far  beyond  that  of  the  or- 
a  scheme  of  this  kind,  and  that  di nary  learned  woman.  It  appears 
pursued  in  the  early  novels.  In  to  us  that  her  interest  in  the  race 
this  later  method  the  story  must  was  deeper  than  in  the  individual  ; 
partake  largely  of  allegory,  and  that  she  was  more  strongly  at- 
will  consequently  infallibly  lose  tracted  by  varieties  of  life  in  the 
value  as  a  picture  of  life.  The  abstract  than  by  persons — unless^ 
Spanish  Gypsy  is  a  metaphysical  indeed,  by  such  as,  embodying  some 
and  ethnological  problem  in  action,  epoch  or  crisis  of  thought  or  of 
In  all  the  later  novels  the  plan  action,  conveniently  presented  to 
is  more  or  less  founded  on  theory,  her  a  problem  in  the  concrete.  Art 
The  hero  in  *  Felix  Holt,'  Doro-  in  all  its  modes  of  representing 
thea  and  Casaubon  and  Lydgate,  nature — philosophy  in  all  its  in- 
Deronda  and  Mordecai  are  so  vestigations  of  the  internal  and 
many  problems  dramatised,  and  external  worlds — were  the  famil- 
the  characters  express  themselves  iar  fields  of  her  mental  exercises, 
less,  and  are  described  and  dis-  All  this,  however,  would  merely 
cussed  more,  even  voluminously.  have  made  her  a  marvel  of  infer- 
Nevertheless  a  common  spirit  mation  but  for  the  development 
animates  all  her  books,  thouen  it  of  the  constructive  faculty — the 
does  not  continue  to  manifest  itself  power,  so  suddenly  evinoea  that 
in  the  same  form  At  the  root  of  it  may  be  said  to  have  sorprised 
George  Eliot's  genius  lay  an  extra-  herself,  of  arranging  her  stores 
ordinarily  deep  and  ever-present  and  forming  with  them  mental 
sense  of  the  significance  of  human  pictures.  Happily  for  the  mani- 
existence.  Her  relations  with  the  testation  of  her  genias,  to  all  this 
world  in  which  she  found  herself,  was  added  an  extraordinary  apti- 
both  witb  its  past  and  its  present,  tude  of  expression.  Perhaps  the 
pressed  so  incessantly  and  so  for-  most  distinctive  feature  of  her 
cibly  on  the  springs  of  interest  literary  faculty  is  her  power 
and  curiosity  that  there  seems  of  seeing  and  stating  briei  prob- 
to  have  been  hardly  a  moment  lems  of  life,  and  so  conveying 
when  she  was  not  observing,  in  a  sentence  the  result  of  a  pro- 
speculating  or  analysing,  and  re-  cess  of  observation  and  thought, 
cording  the  results.  The  world  In  her  earlier  works  these  were 
within  and  the  world  without  eminently  happy,  and  so  plain  in 
never  ceased  to  be,  for  ber,  won-  their  pithiness  as  to  contribute 
der-lands.  Other  famous  writers,  ^eatly  to  her  popularity.  Bat 
notably  Carlyle,  have  made  the  m  her  later  period  ber  style  lost 
significance  of  life  their  theme,  much  of  this  lightness ;  the  pres- 
But  by  him  it  was  treated  in  a  entation  of  the  idea  ^possibly  in 
sardonic  spirit,  as  if  mocking  at  itself  less  weighty  ana  lees  clear) 
the  pettiness  and  failure  of  most  was  so  laden  with  accumulations 
of  tne  actors  who  have  figured  in  in  the  effort  after  completeness 
a  drama  so  momentous.  In  her  and  fulness,  that  the  mind,  no 
case,  sympathy  with  the  actors  longer  taking  it  in  pleasantly  and 
was  not  less  intense  than  wonder  at  once,  had  to  deal  with  it  like 
at  the  drama.  It  is  difficult  to  a  proposition  of  Euclid.  The 
say  what  there  is  in  life,  not  ob-  habit,  too,  of  using  phrases  and 
viously  vile  or  futile,  which  did  illustrations  borrowed  from  science 
not  keenly   interest  her,  and  she  grew  on  her,  and  did  not  always 
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tend  to  lacidity  :  thus,  in  the  first  It  does  not  appear  that  phil. 
sentence  of  *  Deronda '  we  find  a  osophy  had  any  share  in  inspir- 
glance  mentioned  as  of  a  '^dynamic  ing  the  doubts  which  led  her  to 
qaality " — an  expression  of  which  abandon  her  former  persuasions  ; 
we  (though  not  destitute  of  some  but  she  must  have  acquired,  imme- 
tincture  of  dynamical  instruction)  diately  afterwards,  fresh  grounds 
have  failed  to  this  day  to  see  the  for  confidence  in  her  new  opinions 
applicability.  It  is  observable,  from  the  friends  with  whom  she 
too,  that  the  human  interest  of  was  most  intimately  associated  in 
her  tales  diminished,  and  latterly  London,  and  who  nad  arrived  at 
those  readers  were  best  pleased  their  conclusions  from  a  direction 
who  enjoyed  tasting  the  philosophy  entirely  different.  Their  conclusions 
of  the  author  more  than  following  required  them  to  accept  nothing  as 
the  story.  But,  like  all  great  fit  to  form  part  of  a  system,  either 
writers,  she  created  her  own  pub-  of  philosophy  or  religion,  which  is 
lie,  and  held  it  in  firm  allegiance  not  based  on  fact  and  capable  of 
to  the  end.  We  have  heard  a  being  made  apparent  to  the  reason, 
very  experienced  judge  of  litera-  They  asserted,  not  that  all  else  was 
tare  affirm  '  Middlemarch  '  to  be  non-existent,  but  that  it  was  un- 
not  merely  fier  greatest,  but  the  knowable,  and  outside  the  region 
greatest  novel.  of  inquiry  or  theory.  Consequently 

-No  former  book  of  mine,"  she  they  practically  assumed  this  world 
says,  "has  been  received  with  more  ^  ^*^®  be-all  and  the  end-all  of 
enthusiasm,  not  even  'Adam  Bede.'  human  existence.  In  its  condi- 
.  .  .  People  seem  so  bent  on  giving  tions,  as  interpreted  by  science, 
supremacy  to  *  Middlemarch '  that  they  found  the  beginnings,  and 
they  are  sure  not  to  like  any  future  traced  the  development,  of  man  as 
book  so  well.  ^^  g^^  j^ jjj^^  ^^^  declined  to  consider 

Jews  and  Jewesses,  even  rabbis  any  possibilities  before  or  after  as 
and  professors,  expressed  their  ad-  other  than  unscientific  fancies.  For 
miration  and  gratitude  for  '  De-  them  spirit,  with  its  light  of  con- 
ronda,'  and  we  imagine  that  it  met  science,  are  evolutions,  produced 
with  Grentile  appreciators  no  less  in  immeasurably  lon^  process  by 
ardent.  "  The  success  of  the  work  the  conditions  of  tne  material 
at  present,''  writes  the  author,  '*  is  world,  and  the  action  and  reaction 
greater  than  that  of '  Middlemarch'  on  each  other  of  the  minds  of  its 
up  to  the  corresponding  point  of  inhabitants.  They  find  obvious  the 
publication."  inference  that  the  spirit  thus  earth- 

Her  intense  absorbing  interest  bom  will  of  necessity  share  the 
in  human  life  was  also  the  basis  dissolution  of  the  body — dust  it 
of  the  creed  which,  in  default  of  is,  and  unto  dust  shall  it  return, 
other,  George  Eliot  adopted.  We  Without  denying  the  existence  of 
have  seen  how  she  cast  off  her  early  an  unknown  cause,  they  do  deny 
and  earnest  belief  :  nothing  which  that  the  conception  of  it  can  be  a 
concerns  her  can  be  more  interest-  proper  basis  of  a  practical  religion, 
ing  to  the  admirers  of  her  works  For  them  a  deity  has,  in  all  ages, 
than  to  know  what  substitute  she  and  with  all  peoples,  been  an  in- 
found  for  it,  for  her  new  opinions  vention  of  man's  mind,  stimulated 
imbue  all  her  writings,  and  form  a  by  man's  hopes  and  fears — as  the 
necessary  key  to  them.  We  will  Brocken  Spectre  is  the  immense- 
therefore  endeavour  to  give  some  ly  exaggerated  shadow,  cast  on  a 
account  of  them.  cloud,  of  the  spectator's  own  figure. 
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Thus,  after  reiecting  the  familiar  ings  George  Eliot  had  deep  admira- 
belief  that  God  created  man,  these  tion  and  sympathy,  and  warmly 
philosophers  are  conducted  to  the  acknowledged  her  great  debt  to 
very  opposite  conclusion  that  man  him.  Without  being  a  declared 
created  God.  In  the  presence  of  adherent  of  his  philosophy  or 
this  faith,  not  only  revelation  and  religion,  she  explicitly  avows  her 
miracle,  but  a  great  number  of  gratitude  for  tne  illumination  be 
beliefs  which  were  universal,  and  had  contributed  to  her  life.  Dr 
existed  apart  from  the  religious  Congreve,  the  chief  evangelist  of 
systems  of  which  they  formed  the  the  religion  of  humanity  in  this 
basis,  are  swept  away, — the  belief  country,  was  her  intimate  friend, 
in  a  personal  deity  to  whom  man  and  his  wife  her  constant  corre- 
18  responsible,  that  the  conscience  spondent.  Dr  Congreve  described 
is  a  spark  of  divinity,  that  a  the  '  Spanish  Gypsv '  as  a  '^  mass 
future  life  will  repair  the  inequal-  of  Positivism."  Vv  ith  this  preamble 
ities  of  this,  and  that  the  soul's  we  will  present  to  the  reader  (who 
portion  in  it  will  be  in  accordance  must  not  expect  anything  very 
with  its  deserts  while  on  earth,  explicit)  some  passages  from  her 
In  these  negations  some  of  these  letters  and  works  wnich  seem  to 
freethinkers  rested,  pushing  their  have  most  relation  to  the  sab- 
inquiries  in  science   only.      But  to  ject : — 

others  there  appeared  much  risk  <*My  books  have  for  their  main 
in  depriving  the  human  race,  even  bearing  a  conclusion  without  which  I 
as  it  IS  known  to  philosophers,  of  could  not  have  cared  to  write  any  re- 
all  those  powerfully  inspiring  and  presentation  of  human  life— namely, 
powerfully  controlling  influences  *^»^  ^^t  fellowship  between  man  and 
!,,i.;«u  -«i;«;^«  k«o  ot,^^i;^^  .  ♦i*^,,  n^a^  which  has  been  the  pnnciple  of 
which  religion  ha^  supplied  ;  they  development,  social  and  moral, Sinot 
perceived  also  that  any  system  dependent  on  conceptions  of  what  is 
dealing  with  humanity  must  admit  not  man  ;  and  that  the  idea  of  God, 
a  tendency  to  religious  belief  as  an  so  far  as  it  has  been  a  high  spiritual 
element  in  the  constitution  of  man.  influence,  is  the  idea  of  a  goodness 
In  the  writings  of  Comte  these  entirely  human  (t.c,  an  exaltation  of 
speculators  found  what  they  want-  *1^®  human)."  _^.^,. 
ed.  Closely  associated  with  his  "  I^ve,  pity,  constitating  sympathy, 
.  <  ^^^  generous  loy  with  regard  to  the 
views  in  science  and  polity  was  ^^^  of  our  feUow-men  oo^  in-bas 
set  forth  the  doctnne  of  a  reli-  been  growing  since  the  bennninff— 
gion  of  humanity,"  the  whole  form-  enormously  enhanced  by  wider  vision 
ing  what  is  known  as  the  Positive  of  results — by  an  imagination  actively 
philosophy.  When  this  life  is  all,  interested  in  the  lot  of  mankind  gen- 
its  value  is  increased  infinitely.  As  ^^^^1  ?  a°^  ^l^ese  feelings  become 
all  qualities  ascribed  to  unseen  Piet>--i.6.,  lovmg,  wilbngsubmiSBian, 
«.™  ^r.^\.\^^r.A  K^  ^««  !,«,.«  and  heroic  Promethean  effort,  towards 
powers  worshipped  by  man  have  ^^  possibilities,  which  mky  result 
been  emanations  from  humanity  it-  from  our  individual  life, 
self,  so  humanity  itself  is  ajfi  t  object  *  *  There  is  really  no  moral  *  sanction* 
of  worship.  By  fostering  all  that  is  but  this  inward  impulse.  The  will  of 
best  in  it,  by  steadily  inculcating  God  is  the  same  thing  as  the  will  of 
that  the  elevation  of  the  race  is  ^^^^^  ™©^»  compelling  us  to  work  and 
a  duty  to  which  every  individual  avoid  what  they  have  seen  to  be  hann- 

/^  ^^i^^A  ^  ^lu^r^^i^^  ;<>  ♦^  fill  ^  social  existence.  Disiomedfrom 

may  be  trained  a  millennium  is  to  perceived  good,  the  divine  wiU  is 

be  finally  reached  m  which  this  gjnjpjV  go  much  as   we  have  asoer- 

world  is  to  be  the  scene  of  light  tained  of  the  facts  of  existence  which 

and  harmony.     For  Comte's  writ-  compel  obedience  at  our  periL      Any 
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other  notion  comes  from  the  supposi-    high  effort,   though  it  fail,  is  not 
tion  of  arbitrary  revelation."  failure  : 

This  is  the  motto  to  one  of  her  **My  impression  of  the  good  there 

short  tales- is  in  all  unselfish  efforts  is  continually 

strengthened.    Doubtless  many  a  ship 

'^  Give  me  no  light,  great  heaven,  but  is  drowned  on  expeditions  of  discovery 

such  as  turns  or  rescue,   and  precious  freights  lie 

To  energy  of  human  fellowship  ;  buried.    But  there  was  the  good  of 

No  powers  save  the  growing  heritage  manning  and  furnishing  the  sMp  with 

That  makes  completer  manhood."  a  great  pupose  before  it  set  out." 

''The  progress  of   the   world  can  On  the   death   of   Mazzini   she 

certainly  never  come  at  all  save  by    writes : 

the  modified  action  of  the  individu^ 

beings   who  compose  the  world,  and  "Such  a  man  leaves  behmd  him  a 

that  we  can  say  to    ourselves    with  wider  good  than  the  loss  of  his  per- 

effect,  *  There  is  an  order  of  consider-  sonal  presence  can  take  away. 

ations  which  I  will  keep  myself  con-  <«  *  xhe  greatest  gift  the  hero  leaves  his 

tinuaUy  in  mind  of,  so  that  they  may  race, 

continually  be  the  prompters  of  cer-  Is  to  have  been  a  hero.' 

tain  feelings  and  actions,'  seems  to 

me  as  undeniable  as  that  we  can  re-  **  ^  ™^^  ^  excused  for  quoting  my 

solve  to  study  the  Semitic  lananiages  o^  "^ot^    because   they   are    my 

and  apply  to  an  oriental  scholar  to  cr^do, 

give  us  daily  lessons."  .Of    her    life    with    Lewes   she 

'*In  her  general  attitude  towards    writes* 

life/'  says  her  biographer,   "George 

Eliot  was  neither  optimist  nor  pessi-  '^  Our  unspeakable  joy  in  each  other 

mist     She  held  to  the  middle  term  has  no  other  alloy  than  the  sense  that 

which  she   invented    for    herself   of  it  must  one  day  end  in  parting." 

^meliorist.'    She  was  cheered  by  the  '*The  approach  of  parting  is  the 

hope  and  by  the  belief  in  gradual  im-  bitterness  of  age." 

provement  of  the  mass;    for  in  her  '^The  realm   of    silence    is    laive 

view  each  individual  must  find  the  enough  beyond  the  grave.    This  is  the 

better  part  of   happiness  in  helping  world  of  light  and  speech." 

another."  ** I  desire,"  she  writes. in  her  jour- 

**  Will  you  believe,"  she  writes,  **that  nal,  **  no  added  blessing  for  the  com- 

an  accomplished  man  some  years  ago  ing  year  but  this, — that    I   may  do 

said  to  rae,  that  he  saw  no  place  for  some  good  lasting  work,   and  make 

the  exercise  of  resignation^  when  there  both  my  outward  and  inward  habits 

was  no  personal  divine  will  contem-  less  imperfect — that  is,  more  directly 

plated  as  ordaining  sorrow  or  priva-  tending  to  the  best  uses  of  life." 

tion  ?    He  is  not  yet  aware  that  he  is  rj,        ^  j  ^    ^    ^ 
getting  old,   and  needmg  that  umm- 

bitter^  compliance  of  soul  with  the  "  For  nearly  a  year  death  seems  to 

inevitable,  which  seems  to  me  a  full  me  my  most  intimate  daily  companion, 

enough  meaning  for  the  word   *  resig-  I  mingle  the  thought  of  it  with  every 

nation.'  "  other,  not  sadly,  but  as  one  mingles 

**  I  fear,"  she  writes  to  Mrs  Bray,  the  thought  of  some  one  who  is  near- 
**  the  fatal  fact  about  your  story  is  the  est  in  love  and  duty  with  all  one's 
absence  of  God  and  hell.  *  My  dear  motives.  I  try  to  delight  in  the  sun- 
madam,  you  have  not  presented  mo-  shine  that  will  be  when  I  shall  never 
lives  to  the  children  I  '  It  is  really  see  it  any  more.  And  I  think  it  is 
hideous  to  find  that  those  who  sit  in  possible  for  this  sort  of  impersonal 
the  scribes'  seats  have  got  no  further  life  to  attain  great  intensity, — possible 
than  the  appeal  to  selfishness,  which  for  us  to  gain  much  more  indepei>- 
they  call  Goi"  dence,  than  is  usually  believed,  of  the 

small  bundle  of  facts  that  make  our 

She   is   fond   of    affirming   that  own  personality." 
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This  last  seDtiment  has  been  ex-  ness,  her  freedom  from  commoD 

panded  in  the  best  known  of  her  temptations,  rendered  easy  for  her 

verses,  which  have  been  adopted,*  the  adoption  of  the  doctrine  that  we 

we  believe,  as  a  Positivist  hymn,  should   shape   our    lives    for    the 

because  they  express  so  well  the  benefit  of  humanity  at  large.    She 

belief  of  the  sect  in  all  that  man  would  have  done  this — at  any  rate 

can  call  his  future.      They  have  she  would  have  done  as  she  did — 

been  too  often  quoted  to  be  intro-  without  consciously  holding  any 

duced   here.     They  admit  of  the  such  creed.     She  would  have  talked 

construction  that  the  dead  are  im-  Positivism   as  Monsieur  Jourdain 

mortal  only  in  the  sense  that  their  talked  prose.    Had  she  never  heard 

good  deeds  and  example  have  en-  of  ComteorDrCongreve,shewould 

tered  into   many   lives,   inspiring  have  been  a  disciple  of  the  religioo 

fresh  endeavours  for  the  exaltation  of  humanity.   Its  shaping  effect waa 

of  humanity,  and  that  thus  they  not  on  her  nature,  but  on  ner  works, 

may  be  said  to  have  a  continued  When  it  had  assumed  for  her  an 

life    on    earth.      '^  So    to   live   is  organised  and  external  form,  she 

heaven  ; "  "  This  is  life  to  come "  became  its  apostle.      In  place  of 

— are   the  conclusions   announced  representing  life  as  she  observed 

in  the  hymn.     Her  poems  are  more  it,  she  represented  it  with  refer- 

explicit  on  the  subject  of  her  re-  ence  to  the  religion  of  humanity, 

ligious  philosophy,  and  convey  it  in  In  place  of  depicting  people  as  she 

a  clearer  and  more  compactf ashion,  found  them,  sne  depictea  them  aa 

than  her  prose  writings.     We  have  shaped  or  controlled  by  a  theoreti- 

seen  the  '  Spanish  Gypsy '  recog-  cal  influence.      Whether  we  think 

nized  as  a  mass  of  Positivism  ;  the  this  an  advantage  may  be  gathered 

'  Legend  of  Jubal '  is  no  less  so,  from  preceding  passages    in  thia 

being    entirely   founded    on,  and  paper. 

illustrative  of,  the  doctrine  that  It  is  to  be  noted  that  George 
man's  future  life  is  in  his  works.  Eliot  is  in  unison  with  the  Posi- 
''  Stradivarius  "  repeats  the  theme  ;  tivists  up  to  a  certain  point  only, 
and  "A  Minor  Prophet,"  the  While  they  have,  for  the  mam- 
dream  of  the  scientific  man,  of  the  festation  of  their  religion,  a  sort 
material  world  of  the  future  as  of  liturgy  and  a  church)  there  is 
modified  by  science,  is  only  the  no  evidence  that  she  ever  con- 
foil  to  her  own  dream  of  the  moral  sidered  humanity  to  be  a  proper 
world  of  the  future  as  modified  by  object  of  worship.  With  tiiis 
the  religion  of  humanity.  exception,   they    would    probably 

All  this,  vague  enough  as  a  pro-  consider  her  creed  to  be  in  accora 
fession  of  faith,  is  in  unison,  so  far  with  theirs.  It  may,  as  in  her 
as  it  goes,  with  the  principles  of  case,  and  doubtless  in  many  others. 
Positivism.  We  do  not  know  that  be  a  possible  rule  of  life  for  indi- 
anything  of  importance  will  at  any  vidual  natures.  But  it  most  also 
time  be  added  to  the  foregoing  evi-  be  judged  as  a  means  for  its  pro« 
dence  of  what  George  Eliot  had  fessed  end,  of  effecting,  through 
adopted  as  her  creed.  It  is  very  general  acceptance,  the  exaltation 
evident  that  the  religion  thus  con-  of  humanity.  For  this  it  de- 
stituted is  only  the  projected  mands  that  every  member  shall, 
image  of  her  own  spirit.  Her  in-  in  the  way  for  which  bis  abili- 
tense  enjoyment  of  life,  her  curl-  ties  best  suit  him,  labour  for 
osity  ana  interest  in  ail  that  con-  the  good  of  the  race,  sinking  his 
cerns  the  race,  her  natural  good-  own    private    interests    in    those 
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of    hamanity.     For    reward^    he    ing  the  race,   its  demands  on  hu- 
must  derive  what  satisfaction     he    man  nature  are    impossible  to  be 
•can  from  the  sense  that  his  efforts    satisfied,  its  allurements  cold  and 
in  this    direction    have   not  been    dim  :  it  might  have  been  conceived 
unavailing.     So    pure   and    disin-    in  the  moon,  and  for  the  inhabit- 
terested  is  this  faith,  so  sublimated    ants  of  the  moon  ;  it  is  such  stuff 
from  all   motives  other  than  the    as  dreams  are  made  of. 
highest,   that,  judged    by  it,   the        Now  that  this    famous  woman 
•desire  to  do  right  from   the  hope    has  quitted  the  scene,  the  world 
of    attaining    heaven  or  avoiding    would  gladly   know  somewhat  of 
hell  is  mere    selfishness.     Such  a    her  life  as  apart  from   her  works, 
religion  is    evidently   suited  only    These  three  volumes  contain   her 
to  saints  and  Positivists.      It  ap-    biography,  chiefly  as  recorded  by 
peals  to  nothing    which   actuates    herself  in  journals  and  letters  to 
the    multitude.       It   demands     a    intimate   friends,  the  links   being 
isacrifioe  of  self  which  only  a  few    supnlied  sparingly  and  judiciously 
recorded    characters    have    been    by  Mr  Cross,  whose  one  thought 
found  capable  of.     It  requires  us    in  the  matter  has  evidentlv  been 
to  put  aU  we  possess  into  a  sinking    how  best  to  let  her  speak  for  her- 
fund    for  the  benefit  of   nobody    self.      "  In  authorship,"  she  says, 
knows  whom.  It  wants  the  power-    ^^  I  hold  carelessness  to  be  a  mortal 
ful  element  of  hope,  for  its  pro-    sin; ''and  this  rule  she  extended  no 
mises  are  limited  to  the  hazy  ex-    less  stringently  to  her  correspon- 
pectation  of  an  indefinitely  distant    dence.     The  plan  on  which  the  let- 
possibility,  less  than  the  shadow  of    ters  and  journals  have  been  sifted, 
a   shade.     Greorge    Eliot,  with   a    and  formed  into  what  closely  re- 
view to  adapting  the   doctrine  to    sembles  an  autobiography,  is  novel, 
•common   use,  would   confine    the    and  says    much  for    the  original- 
'endeavoars  of  ordinary  natures  to    ity    and    skill  of  the   biographer, 
the  task  of  farthering  the  happi-    In   these  records   the  reader   will 
fiess  aad  advantage   of  those  im-    follow  her  steps  in  life  from  child- 
mediately  around  them.     But  we    hood,   will  learn   what    were    the 
think  tUe  youth    of   this  country    influences  that  moulded  her  char- 
have  long  been    familiar  with  so    acter,  the  history   of  her   literary 
much  Positivism   as   that,  in   the    career  and   of   ner  domestic  life. 
Church    Catechisnu      In  common    the  impressions  derived  from  for- 
with   the  Positivists  she  had,  we    eign  travel,  what  she  thought  of 
learn,  "  great  hope  for  the  future    eminent  contemporaries,  and  what 
in   the    improvement    of    human    manner  of  people  were  her  chosen 
nature  by  the   gradual    develop-    friends.      He    will  enjoy,  for  the 
ment    of    the  affections   and    the    most  part,  the  immense  advantage 
sympathetic    emotions,"  —  though    of    finding    all    these    interesting 
what  she  found  in  the  past  to  give    matters  chronicled  by  herself;  ana 
reason  for  saoh  expectation,  we  do    such    additions  as  Mr  Cross   has 
not  learn.      The  high    and  exclu-    made,  while  indispensable  to  com- 
sive     devotion    to    humanity    on    pleteness,  are   as  valuable  as  they 
which  the  religion    is  based  can    are    unobtrusive.     The  many  de- 
only  be  a  rule  of  life  to  a  few  who,    voted   students  of  her  work's  will 
in    its  absence,  would  have  con-    receive    a    new  pleasure  in  read- 
formed   to   its    precepts.      As    a    ing    them    again    along  with  the 
means  for  effecting  the  ambitious    present  biography,  which  sheds  on 
•^iesign  oi  influencing  and  modify,    them    quite  an  illumination,   and 
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will,  we  should  think,  be  regarded  dently  what  many  sigh  for  but  few 
as  their  indispensable  companion  attain.  Indeed,  had  she  been  less 
on  the  book-shelf.  sensitive,  and  her  health  less  frail 

Her    later  life  was  in   one   re-    in  later  life,  we  should  say  she  was 
spect  very  singular.     Lewes's  oare    altogether  too  sedulously  sheltered 
for  her    was    so    alert    and  pro-    from  care.     This  was  not  the  kind 
spective,  that  she  may  be  said  to    of  life  in  which  she  received  and 
have  dwelt  like  some  princess  in    stored  up  her  early  and  fresh  im- 
a    fairy    tale,    guarded  by  spells    pressions.      The  artist  who  would 
against  annoyance.     He  conducted    describe  his  own  time  must  keep 
all    business,    even    answered    all    touch  with  it,  must  receive  its  form 
letters  for  her  to  other   than  her    and  pressure,  not  in  the  study,  but 
intimate  friends.       He  sifted  the    by  actual  contact  with  his  fellows, 
reviews  of  her    works,  that    she    by  mingling   in  their  affairs,   by 
might  be  hurt  by  no  censure  ;  he    being  penetrated  with  their  hopes 
even  warned  correspondents  against    and  fears,  by  knowing  disappoint- 
using  too  much  freedom  in  criti-    ment  as  well  as  success,  by  facing 
cism.      His  habits  made  him  her    the  difficulties  no  less  than  by  en- 
constant  companion — no  small  fret    joying  the  pleasures  of  life.      But 
could  elude  his  vigilance,  and  his    it  is  possible  that,  in  the  actual 
chief  happiness  lay  in  ministering    circumstances,  devotion   and    en- 
to  her  comfort.     The  modest  man-    couragement,  ease  and  leisure,were 
sion   in  St  John's   Wood  was  as    the  necessary  conditions  for  do- 
quiet  and  secluded  as  if  it  stood  on    ing  her  work   after  the  flush   and 
the  outskirts  of  a  village.     Here    buoyancy   of  youth     were    past,, 
her  hours  of  work  and  study  were    However  this  may  be,  it  is  certain 
absolutely   sacred.       On     Sunday    that  she  was   surrounded   in  a  re- 
afternoons  she    was    at  home  to    markable  degree  by  all  that   can 
visitors,   and   there   were    few  of    lend  warmth  and   sunshine  to   the 
her  eminent  contemporaries  who    advance  of  life.     The   most  anxi- 
did  not  at  one  time  or  other  come    ous  affection  did  not  cease  for  long 
to  offer  her  genuine  homage.  While    to   surround  her  when     she  lost 
enjoying  the  best  of  social   inter-    Lewes.     Her  marriage  tftthe  pres- 
course  at  will,  she  held  herself  free    ent  biographer  gave  the  most  com- 
from  its  exactions,  the  labours  in    plete  and  secure  promise  of  a  serene 
which  the  public  were  so  deeply    evening.      He  had   long  been   an 
interested  forming  ample  ground    intimate  and   dear  friend,  and,  od 
for  the  exemption.     Wnen  in  need    the  death   of    Lewes,    had  been 
of  fresher  air,  she   and   Lewes  re-    prompt  to  afford  such  active  sym- 
paired   to     their    country   house,    pathy  as  only  a  very  uncommon 
situated    in    a    part    of    Surrey    devotion  could  inspire.     Her  cor- 
chosen  for  its  agreeable  qualities,    respondence    after    her  marriage- 
and   where  many  valued  friends    testifies    how  unceasing   was    his 
lived  within   a  drive.      Tennyson    care  for  her,  how  acute  and  grate- 
was  one  of  these,  and  any  records    ful  her  sense  of  it.     But  the  unioD 
that  may  have  been  preserved  of    was  of  very  short  duration  ;    she 
their    meetings    and    their  '^  wit-    died  within  the  twelvemonth,  leav- 
combats  "  will  seem  gold-lettered    ing  only  the  consolation  that  her 
to  posterity  as  it  looks  back  on  the    sixty-one  years  had    been  bright 
Victorian  age.     Such  a  life  is  evi-    and  happy  to  the  close. 
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THE  NILE  EXPEDITION : 

FBOH     GBMAI    TO   KOBTI   IN    A    WHALER. 

"  Put  your  helm  down,"  cried  pensed   with,   and   a  flat  double- 

the  quasi  nautical  military  captain,  bottom  substituted,  the  boat  being 

— "  hard  down.*'  Obedient  Atkins,  frequently  held   amohg  the  rocks 

with   becoming  promptitude,   un-  by  the  keel  alone. 

shipped  the  tiUer^  and   flinging  it  According  to    the   strength  of 

in  the  bottom  of  his  boat,  awaited  companies,  the  boats'  crews  varied 

orders.  in  number,  running  nine  to  eleven 

The  incident  may  briefly  convey  (in  no  case  exceeding  twelve)  men 

to  the  reader  the  average  amount  per  boat — this  including  the  Can- 

of  boat-lore  with  which  the  leading  adian  voyageurs,  of  whom  one  (in 

companies  of  Lord  Wolseley's  first  the  case  of  the  captain,  two)  was 

whater-embarked  battalion  touched  told  off  to  each  as  far  as  Dal :  south 

the  waters  of  the  Nile  at  Gemai,  of  Dal,  and  to  Aboo  Fatraeh,  one 

and  may  be  an  excuse  for  offering  voyageur  was  considered  sufficient 

the  following  details  of  the  river-  for  a  company,  and  had  his  place 

march  from  thence  to  Korti.  assigned  him  in  the  leading  boat ; 

When  the  boat  is  the  practical  while  for  the  remaining  distance, 

unit,  and  one  boat  as  like  another  the  boats  proceeded  in  charge  of 

as  the  number  of  firms  employed  troop-crews  alone, 

could  make  them,  it  will  perhaps  Up  a  falling  Nile,  the  progress  of 

suffice  to  describe  the  heroine  of  light  and  of  laden  boats  affords  no 

the  present  chronicle,  and  let  No.  parallel ;  yet  the  difference  between 

44  9tand  for  one  and  all.     Of  the  the  time  taken  by  Colonel  Alley ne 

ordinary    whaler   shape  —  pointed  in    his    trip    to    Dal   with    boats 

stem     and    stern,    carrying     two  manned   by   voyageurs,    and  that 

masts  and  rather-inadequate  lug-  taken  by  our  boats  troop-manned, 

sails — ^No.  44  has  a  length  of  32  is  so  marked  as  to  invite  notice, 

feet  8^  inches,  a  beam  of  6  feet  The  Nile  perpetually  changes  ; 

11^  inches,  and  a  draught   of  2^  the  channel  useful  to-day  may  to- 

feet.  morrow   be   useless  :    there  is  no 

On  starting  from  Gemai  the  boat  light  in   the  water.      To  this,  as 

was  eouipped  in  accordance  with  much  as  to   their  greater  weight 

the  8UD joined  list,*  showing  her  to  and  less  practised  handling,  is  due 

be  well  found  :  but  the  oars  were  the  apparentlydisproportionate  dif- 

ill  balanced,  and  too  long  for  the  ference  in  the  time  taken  by  the 

double-banked    rowing  to   which,  experimental    party  and    by   the 

when  the  stores  were  taken  in,  it  troops  who    followed   them.       It 

was  found  necessary  to  resort ;  the  should  be  mentioned,  also,  that  the 

rudder  was  too  small  and  too  weak  course  of  these  boats  has  been  in 

(it  split  in  my  hands  at  Semneh^  ;  a    great  measure  guess-work  :    a 

and   the  stem,    too    fine   for  tne  whole  company  occasionally  follow- 

strain  imposed  upon  it  in  hauling  ing  its  leader  on  the  wrong  road, 

through  the  cataracts,  gaped  omin-  has  lost  five   or  six   hours.     One 

ously  in  the  rush  at  Ambigol.  The  reliable  native  guide  per  company 

keel   might  well   have   been   dis-  would  have  been  invaluable. J*  ;^l 

>8ee  jtxw^,  pp.  183,  184. 
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DIARY. 

bth  Nov,  1884. — 9:45  a.m.  Half  Here  boats  unloaded  for  portage  of 
battalion  Railed  from  Geraai ;  four  stores,  and  navigation  conducted 
companies  in  order  of  the  alpha-  by  the  naval  people  and  by  natives, 
bet.  Thirty.one  boats,  all  told,  who  brought  each  boat  through 
rationed  for  the  day.  One  hundred  with  speed  and  skill.  Not  caring 
days' stores  to  be  shipped  at  Sarras.    to  pitch  tents,  men  slept  on  the 

A  fair  fallacious  wind  and  flying  ground  by  their  loads, 
start  :  soiHe  very  pretty,  some  very  dth  Nov. — Half  battalion  sepa- 
clumsy  sailing,  resolving  itself  here  rated.  The  two  leading  companies 
into  a  race,  there  into  a  collision  :  got  off  last  evening,  remainder  fol- 
boats  must  learn  to  keep  their  lowing  this  morning.  Double  com- 
distance.  Channel  unimpeded  ;  panics  the  best  working  unit  ;  can 
reached  Sarras,  seventeen  miles,  keep  within  hail,  and  be  of  mutual 
by  4  P.M.  Men  were  much  pleased  assistance.  Made  eight  niiles  this 
with  themselves.  Work  of  taking  day.  Encamped  east  bank  at  son- 
in  stores  at  once  commenced.  down  ;  company  separated  again. 

%th  Nov,—  Shipment  of  stores  A  good  deal  of  rough  tracking, 
continued.  Capacity  of  our  30-  lO^A  Nov. — Reached  the  foot  of 
feet  boats  taxed,  and  the  intended  Ambigol  cataract  at  sundown,  and 
hundred  days'  reduced  to  eighty  camped  in  hearing  of  its  rushing 
days'  ration  per  man  :  these  stores  water — a  low  perpetual  roar,  bat 
not  to  be  touched  till  after  Dongola  the  noise  has  been  overrated  by 
ia  reached,  the  Commissariat  being  travellers.  My  absent  boats  of  last 
prepared  to  supply  at  various  in-  nieht  did  not  arrive  till  9:30  ▲.m. 
termediate  points.  At  Sarras  eight  this  day,  which  has  been  a  fairly 
dajs'  ration  per  man  drawn  from  prosperous  one,  the  men  rowing 
this  source.  Boats  look  very  low  better  together,  and  accomplishing 
in  the  water:  sailed  4  p.m.,  and  some  fine  bits  of  tracking:  pullea 
with  a  fair  slant  of  wind,  made  off  their  legs  in  one  place,  bat  all 
three  miles  up-stream  before  dark,  held  on  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
1th  Nov. — Quitted  our  moorings  two  occupants  of  the  boat.  At  4 
7  A.M.,  in  the  original  order,  but  p.m.  reached  this  desolate  spot,  and 
with  expedient  intervals  of  a  quar-  halted  for  remainder  of  the  com- 
ter  of  an  hour  between  companies,  pany  :  little  or  no  vegetation  even 
A  hard  day ;  by  sundown  five  miles  at  river-bank,  but  black  iron  rocks 
accomplished.  Struck  my  first  rock  and  sand.  Navigation  intricate, 
while  tracking  to-day,  and  in  heav-  and  want  of  a  chart  much  felt, 
ing  boat  off  got  left  there  for  an  Only  three  of  my  seven  boats 
hour  8ol\M.  Men's  ardour  a  little  reached  the  rendezvous, 
damped.  At  sundown.  No.  44,  12th  iVot?.- Ambigol  is  four  miles 
and  two  boats  of  another  company,  behind  us.  One  oi  my  non-com- 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  river,  and  missioned  ofiScers  narrowly  escap^ed 
at  foot  of  Semneh  cataract.  Made  drowning  ;  fell  overboard  in  mid- 
crew  comfortable  under  the  boat-  stream,  but  was  caught  by  the 
tent,  and  slept.  man  at  stroke, — accident  occurred 

8^A  Nov. — All  day  in  Semneh  poling.  At  nightfall  yesterday 
cataract.  Strong  rush  of  water  had  only  cleared  the  lower  gate, 
throughout ;  but  the  upper  gate  and  that  with  holes  in  my  own 
offers   the   only   serious   obstacle,    and  another  boat ;  both  were  re. 


1885.]                   Prom  Gemai  to  Korti  in  a  Whaler.  179 

paired     this    morning.     Resumed  operations,  and  the  work  was  only 

inarch  7  a.m.,  and  made  good  pro-  to-day  completed, 

gress    towards   the    upper    gate  ;  18M  Nov, — A  bad  start  yester- 

tracking    difficult,    but    the    two  day  morning  :  little  or  no  wind  ; 

companies  worked  well   together,  progress  slow  and  laborious,  with 

and   all   were  through  by   night-  frequent  bits  of  hard  tracking.   At 

fall,    though   not    without    some  starting  rumour  reached  us  of  the 

agly  bumps.     Drew  six  days'  ra-  death  of  General  Gordon,  and  its 

tions  from  the  Commissariat  depot  effect  upon  the  men  was  apparent 

here.  and  immediate. 

IZth  Nov. — Morning  spent    in  Camped   as  usual  at    sundown, 

severe  tracking,  but  about  1  p.m.  A  few  natives  came  up  with  dates 

came  upon  a  good  reach,  and  did  for  sale  and  goats'  milk,  but  the 

an  hour's  sailing,  enabling  the  men  country   here    evidently  produces 

to  eat  their  mid-day  biscuit  in  the  little    of   any    kind.     Difficult  to 

boats.     Sighted  the  island  of  Mak-  estimate  distance  traversed. 

anassa,  and    tracked    again.     No.  Off  this  morning  with  a  light 

46  knocked  a  hole  in  her  bottom,  wind.     One  of  my  Canadians  sick, 

— an  unlucky   boat.     To  morrow  henceforward  a  passenger.     Stuck 

should  see  us  at  Tangour.  at  a  rapid  with  four  other  boats, 

\Ath  Nov. — With    a    fine   fair  and  encamped  at  sundown.    Coun- 

breeze  ran  the  remaining  distance  trv  fierce,  desolate,  and  bare.  Many 

to  Tangour  in  the  forenoon,  and  of  the  men  suffer  from  sores  on  the 

came    up    with    the  two  leading  hands,  which   the   files    and  sand 

companies  of  the  half   battalion,  aggravate. 

Must  wait  till  the^  are  out  of  the  19^  Nov. — Camp  Kalut,  south 

way.     During  this  halt,  I  walked  of  Akasheh  rapid,which  we  reached 

to   the    remains    of    the   steamer  at  noon  this  day.  Channel  narrow, 

Ohizeh,  the  larger  of  two  which  and  rush  of  water  strong ;  all  but 

the  naval  people  took  up-stream  ;  one  boat  through  uninjured.  Took 

found  her  in   a  bay  ot    the  eaat  in    three   days'  rations  from   the 

bank,  lying  on  her  starboard  side  Commissariat  depot,  and  proceeded 

at  the  foot  of  the  black  rocks — a  over  a  fine  reach  of  smooth  water, 

total  wreck.  terminating  in  an  abrupt  bend  to 

16^A  Nov. — Head  of  Tangour  the  southward,  when  the  shores 
cataract,  and  well  over  a  nasty  assume  their  present  stern  and  bold 
piece  of  water.  The  stream  here  aspect.  Our  tents  are  in  a  palm- 
runs  furiously  for  a  quarter  of  a  grove,  and  the  boats  in  a  snug 
mile,  but  the  haul  is  straight :  backwater  below, 
men  distributed  along  its  length,  20iA  Nov. — Off  at  sunrise  with 
passedthe  boats  up— only  lightened  sail  and  oar.  Long  fine  reaches, 
of  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutre-  banks  strong  and  precipitous.  At 
ments— in  rapid  succession.  One  11  a.m.  came  up  with  the  preced- 
boat  capsized  through  a  slack  rope,  ing  company  entering  the  Dal 
but  lost  little  :  her  two  occupants,  cataract — the  Devil's  own.  The 
Canadians,  scrambled  with  much  two  companies  now  worked  to- 
dexterity  on  to  the  keel.  Another  gether,  and  by  dusk  had  made  fair 
boaty  promptly  manned,  put  off  progress  up  the  east  bank ;  the 
and  sacceeaed  in  bringing-to  the  western  channel  found  impassable 
first  in  a  backwater,  righting  and  at  this  season. 
retorning  with  her  to  her  station  ;  2l8t  Nov. — Fell  in  at  7  a.m.,  and 
but  it  was  then  too  late  for  further  during  the  day  successfully  passed 
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the  two  worst  rashes  in  the  cataract,  had  to  be  lightened,   and  helped 

While  being  hauled  through  the  first  home. 

of  these  m v  towing-line  parted,  the  2%th  Nov, — Under  way  7  a.m. 

boat's  head  paid  off,  and  away  we  No  wind,  and  some  hard  water  in 

went.     Brought-to  some  distance  the  Amara  rapid  at  startine.     1.30 

down-stream,  and  at   the  second  p.m.  a  light  air  ;  made  Sakyst-el- 

attempt  got  safely  through.     Dal  Abd  4  p.m.;  fine  open  reaches,  and 

is  a  most  difiicult  cataract,  but  fair  more    cultivation    on   the    banks, 

water  is  promised  beyond.  Made  Say  Island  at  sundown,  and 

22ef  Nov, — Still  within  the  cat-  encamped  among  the  palms.     Na- 

aract — our  third  day  ;  three  intri-  tives  say  seven  days  to  Donffola. 

cate  bits  of  tracking  have  detained  Capital  dates    vary  our  "  bully  " 

us.     Clear  to-morrow.  beef  and  biscuit. 

23<?  Nov, — Reached  Sacraraatto  2'^th  Nov.y  Say  Island,  Camp  2d. 

(head  of  DaU  10  a.m.  to-day,  and  — A  quiet  and  moonlit  night  after 

drew  a  f  urtner  supply  of  nf teen  a  hot  toilsome  day ;  one  boat  absent 

days'  rations.     Exchanged  boat  46  from  my  moorings.     Breeze  died 

for  No.   1,   left   here  by  Colonel  with  the  dawn  ;  out  tracking-lines 

Alleyne's  party,  and  repaired  my  till  mid-day,  whfen  fair  wind  and 

own    boat,   gaping  badly    at  the  good  sailing  for  an  hour  ;  then  still 

stem.  Only  one  voyageur  per  com-  again,  and  more  tracking — heavy 

Eany  is  to  go  on  :    for  my  own  I  work  and  shoal  water.    Crossed  to 

ave    secured    an    excellent   man,  the  island  shore  again  at  sundown, 

Salomon  Bijou.     Under  way  again  and  encamped.     Made  about  seven 

3.30  p.m.,  with  a  fine  breeze  and  miles  during  the  day.     Sun  very 

open  water.     Each  company  now  powerful,  and  the  glare  on  water 

ordered  to  take  its  own  course  in-  rather  trying  to  the  eyes, 

dependently,  and  make  all  speed  The  country  has  lost  much  of  its 

toDongola.  Camped  for  the  night  sternness  since  leaving  Dal;  and 

on  a  pretty  green  island  about  five  natives  with  milk,  dates,  and  more 

miles  south  of  Dal.     Company  in  rarely  eggs,  assemble  at  oar  halts, 

front  have  just  lost  a  man  over-  To  the  black  iron  cliffs  and  boul- 

board — poor  Cornwell.  ders    have   succeeded    mud-banks 

24^A  Nov, — A  disappointing  day.  and  palms  :  manv  seem  worthy  f^ 

Left  island  early,  and  coming  up  painter.     Pair  of  cotton  ff loves  a 

with   the  company  to  which  the  good  possession  ;  flies  settle,  and 

drowned  man  belonged, was  a  mem-  persecute   to    sores    the  slightest 

ber  of  the   board   on  his  effects,  scratch,  and  most  of  us  suffer  from 

Wind  very  light,  current  strong,  bad  hands  in  consequence, 

water  shoal.     Breeze  sprang  up  at  29th  Nov, — During  the  two  past 

mid-day,  and  some  sailing  was  done  days  I  estimate  our  progress   at 

for  about  a  mile,  when  stopped  by  twenty  •  six  miles.      A    fine    fair 

shoal  and  difificult  water.  Tracked,  breeze   throughout   this  morning, 

and    pitched    camp   at   sundown,  with  goose- winged  sails,  enabled  us 

West  bank  all  day  ;  try  east  to-  to  make  good  way,  till,  at  a  sadden 

morrow.  bend  to  the  eastward,  near  Soleb, 

26th  Nov,  —  Another    windless  this  afternoon,  the  wind  headed  ai(, 

morning  ;  heavy  rowing  with  shoal  and  our  progress  resumed  its  nor- 

water.  After  noon  a  breeze  sprang  mal  pace,     sundown  found  us  en- 

up,  and  we  sailed  till  3  p.m.,  when  camped  on  the  west  bank, 

one  of  the  boats  got  fast  on  a  rock  :  dOth  Nov, — Under  way,  with  a 
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fair  breeze.    At  11  a.u.  reached  cul  de  sac^  in  the  attempt  to  pass 

Absarety  where  are  stationed  a  de-  which  No.  44  got  a  hole  knocked 

tachment  of  the  Egyptian  army,  in  her,   was  badly  strained,  and 

and  a  Commissariat  aepot  estab-  must  be  repaired  beioreto-morrow'a 

lished.    Carried  the  wind  with  as  retrograde. 

for  the  first  time  throughout  the  6th  Dec, — Began  the  day  by  re- 
day,  and  should  make  Kaibar  to-  tracing  our  steps,  and  now  are  still 
morrow.  within  the  rapid,  encamped  near 

\Bt  Dec — Reached  the  rapid  at  Tagab,  on  the  island  of    Semite. 

mid-day,  and  were  all  through  it  Bijou  sick  through  sun  and  oyer- 

by  nightfall :  a  nasty  shoal  piece  exertion.    A  hard  day  of  tracking 

of  water,  but  otherwise  of  no  great  and  rowing ;  no  wind.   Made  about 

difficulty  to  the  whalers.    Moon  so  fiye  miles. 

bright  to-night  as  to  admit  of  a  6^A    Dec, —  At    9    a.m.    to-day 

sketch  being  made  of  the  place.  reached    Hannek    proper,   an    in- 

8^  Dec, — Detained    at    Kaibar  tricate-looking  place.    Found  four 

till  8  A.M.  assisting  a  lame  duck  Canadians    here    left    as   pilots  ; 

dropped  by  one  of  the  preceding  shipped  them  accordingly.     Their 

companies.      Met  Colonel  Butler  experience  of  this   eyer-chanffing 

returning  from  Hannek,  with  press-  riyer  of  little  use.    No.  44  took  to 

ing  orders  to  lose  no  time.     Little  the  sand  within  the  first  quarter 

or  no  wind  again  after  early  mom-  of  an  hour.    Got  natiyes  on  Doard, 

ing ;  the  banks  too  steep  for  track-  one  to  each  boat,  and  succeeded,, 

ing.  Rowed  all  day;  men  somewhat  under  their  guidance,  in  reaching 

fatigued.    4  p.m.  sighted  a  croco-  the  head  of  the  cataract  by  dusk,, 

dile,  an  object  more  rare  here  than  when  No.  44  struck  a  sunken  rock 

1  had  supposed.  in  mid-stream,  remaining  fast  at 

3df  Dec, — Off  at  'M5  a.m.  ;  wind  an  angle  of  45^.   The  natiye  waited 

light  and  shifty.     Rowed  through  not  for  backeheeah^  but  diyed  oyer- 

two  heavy  bits  of  water.     Halted  board  ;  and  we  baye  a  somewhat 

12.30  to  1  P.M.  to  rest  the  men  and  uncomfortable  night  before  us. 

have  dinner.     No  wind  throughout  1th  Dec, — Efforts  at  extrication 

the  afternoon  ;  much  sunken  rock,  recommenced  at  dawn,  and  by  8 

Stream  sinuous ;  air  hot.    Reached  a.m.   we   were   at  the   hank,   our 

Shaban  rapid  (true  foot  of  Hannek  towing-line    having  been    carried 

cataract)  at  3  p.m.,  and  by  sundown  ashore  by  a  friend  ;   boat  leaking, 

had  accomplished  a  portion  of  its  but  otherwise  little  the  worse  for 

passage.     Narrowly  escaped  acci-  her  straining.    Breakfasted  ashore, 

dent  through  the  tracking-line  of  and   at  11  a.m.  arrived   at  Abou 

our  boat  breaking  in  the  current,  Fatmeb,   where   H.M.S.   Nasifu-l- 

from  which,  as  she  drifted  down,  Khair  (consort  of  the  late  lament- 

the  two  men  in  her  were  unable  to  ed  Gbizeli)  was  waiting  to  give  us 

disengage  the  boat :  her  rescue  was  a  tow  to  Dongola.     The  heavier 

effected   only  just  above  the  gate  stores    were    removed    from    the 

by  boat  55,  which,  with  her  captain,  boats    to    the    steamer,   fourteen 

Bijou,  and  a  scratch  crew,  put  off  days'  rations  taken  from  the  Com- 

at  once.  missariat  depot,  and  at  2  p.m.  the 

^th  Dec, — A  wasted  day.      By  voyage  was  resumed  under  truly 

the  misdirection    of   natives,   the  auspicious  circumstances, 

company  took  a  wrong   channel,  %th  DeCy  5  p.m. — New  Dongola 

which   led   just  at  sunaown   to  a  reached,   and    our   camp    pitcned 
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opposite  to  avoid  smallpox  infec  meat  from  the  Commissariat,  also 

tion.  a  supply  of  piastres^  the  want  of 

The   river   has   much   widened,  which  in  small  dealings  with  na- 

■and  with   current   less  strong,  all  tives  has  been  much  felt, 

we  want  is  a  fair  wind  to  make  Idth  Dec,,  2>e^eA.<— Remained 

food  the  long  southerly   run   to  encamped    for    the  day.      Stores 

>ebbeh.  checked.       Cabin  -  biscuits      have 

dCh  Dec. — Morning  orders  sig-  not    stood  well  —  many   cases  of 

•nailed  across,  *'  Proceed  at  once  to  them  bad  through   wettincr.      In 

Debbeh."    Nasif u-1-Kbair  gone  for  the  afternoon  I  visited  the  field  of 

fuel ;   boats  got  under  way  inde-  the  Mudir's  July  battle,  traces  of 

pendently,   and   off  before  a  fine  which  were  apparent, 

breeze,    freshening  to  strong,   of  l^th  Dec, — Drew  fresh   bread- 

which  their  lightened  condition  en-  ration,  and  sailed  for  Korti.   From 

abled  us  to  take   full   advantage.  Debbeh  dates  the    long  easterly 

By  sundown  we  had  made  twenty-  bend  of  the  Nile,  with  conseqaent 

three  miles  without  touching  an  head-wind  ;  and  something  of  oar 

oar,   and    encamped  on   a  sandy  original  rate  of  progress  is  resam- 

island,  memorable  only  as  owning  ed.      By  sundown  about    twelve 

a  pond  and  many  wild  duck  which  miles   made  good  ;  camp  on   the 

laughed  at  revolvers.  right  bank. 

lO^A  Dec. — Off  at  sunrise,  the  16th  Dec. — No  wind  till  9  a.m., 

steamer  in  company,  and  not  al-  when  a  strong  breeze  sprang  up 

ways  with  the  best  of  the  race,  suddenly ;  boats  close-haaled,  bat 

By  noon,  before  a  grand  breeze,  we  mostly  sailing  well  for  two  hoars, 

had  made  Handak,  and  by  night-*  Headed    by    the  wind  at  nqon  ; 

fall  had  added  another  twenty-five  tracked,  rowed,  and  tracked  again 

miles  to  the  distance  from  Dongola.  against  a  strong  stream,  and  by 

Found  good  camping-ground  on  the  sundown     had    covered     another 

•east  bank.  twelve  miles. 

ll^A  Dec, — Sailed  6.30  a.m.  be-  16th  Dec, — Foul  wind  again  ; 
fore  the  same  good  wind,  and  with  water  very  shoal  approaohing  the 
fine  reaches  of  water.  By  mid-day  island  of  Tani.  At  noon  met  the 
the  boats  had  reached  Old  Dongola,  naval  picket  -  boat,  and  learned 
situated  on  a  curious  promontory  that  Korti  was  only  eight  miles 
of  red  rock  jutting  from  the  east  ahead  of  us ;  yet  sunset  foand  as 
bank.  The  stream  here  runs  fast,  still  short  of  the  place.  Just  be- 
Made  no  halt.  During  the  latter  fore  making  fast  for  the  night, 
part  of  this  day  our  course  much  Lord  Wolseley's  d(n?iabeeyeh^  in 
impeded  by  sand-banks.  No.  44  tow  of  the  Mudir's  small  steamer, 
three  times  aground,  and  glad  of  came  up  with  and  passed  as. 
a  lift  from  the  steamer  at  last  to  Hth  Dec.,  Korti, — The  halt  of 
her  moorings,  within  seven  miles  last  night  left  us  only  two  miles 
of  Debbeh.  from  our  destination,  bat  almoat 
l^th  Dec,^  Debbeh, — Arrived  11  at  starting  we  foahd  the  boats  in- 
A.M.,  and  found  the  two  preceding  volved  in  a  very  labyrinth  of  sand- 
companies  under  orders  for  Korti  banks,  through  or  roond  which 
(some  forty  miles  further  up-  channels  must  be  foand.  It  was 
stream) — applying  also  tons  as  soon  11  a.m.  before  the  first  boat  got  in, 
as  our  stores  are  checked,  and  the  and  one  o'clock  when  the  last  of  cor 
board  on  damaged  provisions  held,  flotilla  made  fast  ander  the  stem 
^ot  some  good   bread  and  fresh  bank  and  pleasant  shade  of  Kortu 
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List  of  Supplies  to  be  sent  in  each  Boat  proceeding  up  the  Nile, 

CALCULATED  FOB   12   MeN   IN  A    BOAT,   AND  TO  LAST  100  DaTS. 


Packed  in 

Net' total 
for 

Article 

Proposed  daily 

each  boat 

*■  i  lilVAv. 

No.  of 
cases. 

Contents  of 
each. 

issue.* 

7»  lb.     . 

Preserved  corned  meat  < 

1 
10 

601b.    . 
64  "     . 

1  1  lb.   4  days  out 
j"     of  6. 

1 

4 

49  11-16  lb. 

192  "      . 

Preserved  fresh  meat 

4 

481b.    . 
average 

lib.  1  day  out  of  6. 

168  "      . 

Bacon  t    .... 

4 

421b.    . 

i      ti            « 

48  "      . 

Boiled  mutton  f 

1 

48  "     . 

66  "      . 

Cheese     . 

4 

2  cheeses, 
163^  lb.     . 

^oz. 

770  "      . 

Biscnit,  navy  . 

22 

861b.   . 

)  1  lb.  6  days  out 
of  6. 

940  '*      . 

"      cabin  . 

8 

80  "     . 

»0  "      . 

Floor       .       .        .        - 

2 
2 

60  "     . 
40  "     . 

1  lb.   1.  day   out 
of  6. 

62  half-pint 
bot&ea 

Pickles     .... 

2 

26  bottles 

}4  oz.  4  days  out 
of  6. 

17tiiiB  . 

Jam 

l| 

17  tins 

IX  oz.  2  days  out 

17    "     . 

Marmalade 

17    " 

of  6. 

801b.     . 

Tea 

2 

401b.    . 

1  oz. 

340  *'      . 

Sngar      .... 

4  bags 

60  "     . 

3oz. 

19  "      . 

Salt.        '       .        .        . 

Ibag 

19  "     . 

>^oz. 

80  "      . 

Preserved  vegetables 

\ 

48  "     . 
32  "     . 

[           1  oz. 

73igallon0    . 

Lime-jnice 

8 
1 

6  bottles 
4      " 

1-820  gallon. 

489niion8 

Erbswurst 

2 

216  rations    . 

1  ration  every  3d 
day. 

401b.     . 

Cocoa  and  milk 

1 

401b.    . 

Extra    for    occa- 
sional use. 

IKgallona    . 
40Ib.     . 

Vinegar    .... 

1 

6  bottles       . 

1-1280  gallon. 

Bice         .... 

>       ^ 

201b.    . 

X  oz. 

40  "      . 

Oatmeal  .... 

.  2- 

20  "     . 

X  oz. 

10  "      . 

Baking  powder 

6  "     . 

• 

•  •   •   • 

2  "      . 
40  "      . 

Pepper     .... 
TOMCCO   .... 

^    / 

1  "     . 

40  "     . 

1-36  oz. 
On  repayment  at 
Is.  4d.  per  lb. 

27  "      . 

Soap  (common) 

1 

27  "     . 

On  repayment  at 
y^d,  a-piece. 

9  "     .      : 

"     (carbolic) 

1 

9  "     . 

On  repayment  at 
Id.  a-piece. 

192  boxes 

Hatches  .... 

1 

192  boxes 

•  »  •  • 

Field-hospital  snpply- 

1 

Sundry. 

•  •  •  • 

caset 

88 

*  The  colosm  for  the  daily  issaes  shows  the  data  npon  which  the  sapplies  of  each  article  have 
been  calculated ,  bat  provided  the  total  ration  is  not  exceeded,  the  various  articles  may  be  issued 
in  SQch  proportions  as  may  be  considered  advisable  by  the  officer  commanding. 

t  If  the  sapply  of  bacon  is  sufficient,  6  cases  containing  about  200  lb.  will  be  sent  in  each  boat. 
In  that  event  the  supply  of  boiled  mutton  will  be  omitted. 


t  Containing— 

8  bottles  brandy. 
8  bottlrs  port  wine. 
IS  4-os.  tina  Lieblg*s  extractnm 

camia. 
K  n».  mustard  (in  tin). 
1  lb.  jelkm  soap  (in  tin). 


1  lb.  candles  (in  tin\ 
1  tin  alum. 

3  lb.  arrowroot 

^  lb.  salt  (in  tomed  box). 

4  tins  condensed  milk. 
6  tins  cocoa  and  milk. 


2  boxes  safety-matches. 
%  lb.  compressed  tea. 
1  corkscrew. 
1  opening  knife. 
1  bottle  permanganate. 
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List  of  Boat  Equipment  at  Oemai. 


I  Feb. 


«  •  j« 


2  Masts. 

2  Sails  and  yards. 
12  Oars. 
2  Boat-hooks. 
6  Pnshing-iwles. 

2  GrapnciH,  6  fathoms  rope. 
12  Rowlocks. 

3  Hardwoo<l  rollers. 

5  Sparc   planks,    besides 

usual  footboards. 
2  Sparc  knees. 

1  Awning. 

2  Awning-poles. 

1  Rudder  and  yoke-lines. 
1  Towing  -  rope,      120 

fathoms. 
1  Coil   of  cordage,    60 

fathoms. 
1  Snatch-block. 
1  Leading-block. 
1  Bell  tent. 

3  Bags,    waterproof, 

blankets. 
1  Bag,  waterproof,  ac- 
coutrements. 


Evei*y  boat  carries — 

6  Boxes  ammunition. 

2  Axes,  felling. 
1  Axe,  pick. 

1  Balance,   spring,   with 
pan. 

3  Buckets,  leather. 
3  Canisters,  tin. 

12  Cups,  tin. 
12  Plates,  tin. 

1  Dish,  baking. 

1  Dredger,  pepper. 

1  Fork,  flesh. 
12  Fork^ 

12  Knives. 
12  Spoons. 

2  Knives,  butchers*. 
2  Tin-openers. 

2  Kettles,  camp. 
1  Ladle,  soup. 

1  Lamp,  in  Sox. 

2  Gallons  colza  oil. 
2  Mops. 

1  Pail,  iron. 
1  Pan,  frying. 
1  Portable  stove. 


2  Spades. 

2  Snovels. 

6  Sacks  (with  strings). 

1  Sponge. 

6  stings,  webbing. 

2  Canvas  slings. 

1  Sheet,  lead,  2  ft.  hy 

2  ft. 
4  lb.  pitch. 
32  lb.  paint,  in  tins. 
1  Paint-brush. 
4>^  yards  thick  canyai. 
3k  }rards  sail-canTaft. 
1  Coil  spun  yam. 
1  Filter. 
1  Tin  reserve  ohArooftl 

for  do. 
1  lb.  tow. 
1  Hammer. 
IBag  nails. 
Corks. 
Sand-paper. 
Hooks  and  lines,  [flth- 
ing. 


The  list  of  supplies  carried  by  each  boat  is  given  on  the  preceding  page. 


1  Coil  of  cord. 


One  boat  in  six  carries — 


I    10  lb.  pitoh. 


I     6  Axe-handles. 


One  hoot  in  eight  carries — 


1  Tool-chest.  • 
1  Adze. 
1  Auger. 

1  Axe. 

4  Brad-awls. 
4  Chisels. 
12  Screw-drivers. 

2  Files. 

3  Gimlets. 

2  Hammers,  claw. 
1  Hatohet. 

3  Knives. 
1  Mallet. 

48  Needles. 


7  Palms,  sailmakers. 

2  Pincers. 

1  Jack  plane. 

1  Puncn. 

1  Rule,  2  feet. 

ISaw. 

1  Scissors. 

1  Saw-set. 

2  Stones,  sharpening. 

1  Tape,  measuring. 

2  Bnisnes,  paint. 
1  Axe,  felling. 

5  Shoes,  pushing-poles. 

6  lb.  copper  nails. 


4  lb.  iron  nails. 
4  gross  brass  sorewi. 
10  sheets  tin. 
2  lb.  marline. 

1  Marline-spike. 

6  lb.    twine   and  sail- 
thread. 
1 W  g^ons  oiL 
25  n>.  lead,  white. 

2  lb.  paint  white. 
3^  lb.  bees -wax. 

6  Axe-handles. 
10  lb.  tow. 
4  bottles  oil  (tin). 


One  boat  in  twenty  carries — 

1  Grindstone,  complete.        |     1  Luff  tackle.  j   80  lb.  iron  nails. 


2  Cans,  soup. 

1  Dredger,  tin. 
16  Forks. 
1  Fork,  flesh. 

3  Kettles,  camp. 


Fifteen  boatmen  divide  between  them — 


2  Kettles,  tin. 

2  Knives,  butehers*. 

15  Knives. 

1  Ladle,  soup. 

16  Plates. 


16  Tin  pote. 
16  Spoons. 

Spare  lines,   hooks,   and 
fishing-nets. 
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THE  WATERS  OF  HERCULES.— PART  VII. 

CHAPTER  XXIII.-FISHING. 

**  Bait  the  hook  well  ;  this  flflh  will  bite.*' 

-Much  Ado  About  NoOdng. 

About  this  time  a  fishing  mania  river  ;  torches  could  be  used  ;  and 
took  possession  of  the  Hercules  a  band  of  music,  stationed  behind 
valley.  One  eccentric  Englishman  the  bushes,  could  fill  up  the  in- 
had  been  enough  to  fire  the  en-  tervals  between  the  bombs  with 
thusiasm  of  several  dozen  people,  martial  or  operatic  strains  — so 
who  immediately  discovered  that  that  in  the  case  of  no  fish  bein^ 
they  had  a  passion  for  this  watery  caught,  the  public  amusement  need 
sport.  Everybody  fished,  and  everv-  not  suffer  on  that  account.^  A 
body  had  a  different  system  of  fish-  choice  selection  of  pieces  bearing  & 
ing,  and  everybody  likewise  spoke  piscatorial  allusion,  such  as  **  Yieni 
with  withering  scorn  of  every  sys-  la  barca  e  pronta,"  or  "  Di  pesca- 
tern  but  his  own.  The  fish  in  this  tore  ignobile,"  together  with  Scha- 
wild  Djemis  river  were  unwary  bert's'^Forelle,"  were  already  noted 
and  ignorant ;  and  with  so  many  down  on  one  of  the  innumerable 
systems  brought  to  bear  against  slips  of  paper  to  be  rehearsed  for 
them,  it  would  go  hard,  surely,  if  the  occasion, 
some  hundreds  of  those  finny  bar-  ^^  ^^^^  IVancopazxCs  System^ 
banans  were  not  landed  before  the  ^ 
week  was  out.  The  Conte  Franoopazzi  timidly 
Dr  KokovMs  System.  objected  to  the  foregoing  system  ; 

his   own  nerves  were  not  strongs 

Dr  Kokovics  was  all  for  ener-  and  bombs  had  played  too  seriona 
getic  measures  ;  he  usually  was  for  a  part  in  the  political  feuds  of  his 
energetic  measures,  both  in  public  beloved  country  ever  to  be  viewed 
and  in  private  life.  He  quite  de-  by  him  in  the  light  of  a  mere 
precated  any  system  which  pro-  frivolous  amusement.  He  ventured 
fessed  only  to  lure  or  coax  the  fish  to  suggest  that  fish  should  be  ac- 
out  of  their  element.  He  argued,  customed  to  the  sight  of  man  by 
amidst  frantic  gestures  and  with  gradual  stages.  Find  a  quiet,  re- 
much  throwing  back  of  his  head  tired  pool ;  go  there  for  a  week 
to  clear  his  eyes  from  the  fringe  of  daily,  with  your  pockets  full  of 
hanging  locks,  that  the  fish  should  bread  and  cheese  and  broken  meat  ; 
be  got  out  of  the  water  with  as  and  —  if  you  are  not  particular 
much  noise  and  general  rejoicing  about  your  lining — cold  vegetables. 
as  could  by  any  possibility  be  man-  Empty  the  contents  into  the  retired 
aged.  This  object  was  satisfac-  pool  every  day  at  the  same  hour. 
torily  attained  by  the  means  of  At  the  end  of  the  week  the  fish 
explosive  bombs,  which  being  will  be  fat,  tame,  and  unsuspicious, 
thrown  into  the  river,  sent  the  You  have  nothing  to  do  now  but 
fish  floating,  stunned,  to  the  sur-  to  abuse  their  confidence  and  be- 
f  ace.  In  this  way  the  process  was  tray  their  trust  by  throwing  in  the 
raised  to  the  level  of  a  public  enter-  daii  v  meal,  with  the  addition  of 
tainment.  Seats  could  be  arranged  hooks  and  lines,  and  you  will  soon 
for  the  ladies  by  the  side  of  the  have  a  basketful  besiae  you.  (This 
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Bytteniy  as  being  destraotive  to  like  an  unenlightened  f  oreigner, — 
coat-pooketSy  was  at  once  extin-  would,  in  Mr  HowflJ^d'8  eyes,  have 
guished  by  the  Contessa.)  been  heresy,  pure  and  simple  ;  as 

z>  m^i      ^     o    ^  ^*^  ^  taking  an  advantage  in  a 

Baron  Tolnay's  System.  ^^^j  ^^^^  ^e  for  a  Frenchman,  or 

Baron  Tolnay,  being  in  a  sort  of  cheating  at  cards  for  an  Italian,  or 
way  the  King  of  the  Djemis  vaJ-  shooting  a  fox  for  John  Bull  him- 
ley,  objected  to  both  the  doctor's  self.  Anj  fish  not  caught  in  ao- 
and  the  Conte's  systems.  The  cordance  with  the  above-named 
bombs  he  considered  unnecessarilv  principles,  was,  in  Mr  Howard's 
deetructive,  and  the  Contessa^  eyes,  not  caught  at  alL  **  There 
ideas  with  regard  to  the  ruin  of  are  one  or  two  pools  here  where 
coat-pockets  were  warmly  second-  one  miffht  possibly  s^in  a  minnow," 
ed  by  him.  He  had  no  objection  he  had  said  reflectively,  but  for 
whatever  to  the  presence  of  the  the  stickles  there  is  nothing  but 
fair  sex,  and  he  had  a  particular  a  grilse-fly. 
partiality  for  dusk ;  but  why,  he  /m    r     ^    ^    a.  ^ 

argued  with  a  semi-royal  hauteur—  .  ^^  'L(^ndhrd's  System. 

why  labour  with  one*s  own  hands,  F\ies  !  The  landlord  had  no 
when  there  are  hands  enough  to  opinion  whatever  of  those  puny 
labour  for  one?  hooks  with  little  tufts  of  feather 

"I  will  order  out  a  dozen  of  ^PO°  them,  which  Mr  Howard 
those  lazy  Roumanians,"  he  said,  called  flies.  He  would  like  to  show 
with  that  expressive  smile  of  his,  *em  something  that  was  like  a  fly 
which  showed  aflashing  double  row  indeed:  a  marvel  of  mechanism, 
of  teeth  :  "  six  of  them  shall  wade  wound  up  by  clock-work,  and 
up  the  river  and  drive  the  fish  be-  kept  thus  in  motion  for  twenty 
fore  them  with  stones,  and  the  minutes  at  a  time.  That  teas  a 
others  shall  hold  the  nets  across ;  ^Jy  ^  large  as  a  butterfly  almost  I 
and  meantime,  we  can  sit  on  the  -^  patented  fly,  too,  but  unfortu- 
bank  and  watch  the  spectacle  in  natelyas  yet  too  little  known — 
comfort ;  or,  if  we  find  anything  hardly  more  known  than  when  he 
more  amusing  to  do,  we  need  not  ^^  ^^^  ™et  this  marvel  of  mecba- 
watch  the  spectacle  at  all."  n^sm  fifteen  years  ago.     That  bad 

been  in  the  landlord's  obscure  days 
Mr  Howard's  System.  —as  obscure  as  the  fate  of  the 

As  for  Mr  Howard  be  regarded-  mechanical  fiy  itself — when  he 
the  bombs,  the  broken  meat,  and  still  held  a  verv  modest  position 
the  wading  Roumanians,  all  with  connected  with  knives  and  forks  ; 
equal  and  unutterable  contempt,  long  before  the  time  when  he  bad 
Tliis  Enfflishman,  cut  after  so  un-  won  the  landlady's  heart,  and 
compromising  a  pattern  of  his  stepped  into  the  place  vacated  in 
nation  as  to  be  more  English  than  sucn  a  tragical  manner. 
John  Bull  himself,  recoraised  noth- 
ing but  the  severest  rules  of  ortho-  These  were  the  principal  systems 
dox  and  stem-principled  trout-fish-  which  came  into  fashion  m  the 
ing.  To  approach  a  trout  with  any  Hercules  Valley  ;  but  each  of  the 
weapon  but  a  rod  of  Farlowe's  ;  to  fundamental  iaeas  begot  a  fry  of 
throw  a  March-brown  in  April,  or  smaller  ones.  There  were  combi. 
a  gretfu- drake  in  June  ;  to  bait  his  nations  and  modifications,  and  a 
book  with  salmon-roe,  like  an  Eng-  host  of  interpretations.  The  two 
lif>h  poacher,  or  with  grasshoppers,    young  tallow-faced  Recsnlescus,  for 
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instance,  closely  followed  Mr  How-  knees,  has    taken    to    the   water, 

ard's  manner  of  managing  his  rod  while  the   other  lies  flat   on   the 

and  casting  his  line,  with  only  the  slippery  rock,  turning  from  its  des- 

difference   of  the   bait ;  for  while  tination   many  a  fish,  which,  with 

the  eldest  one  replaced  the  fly  by  an   abrupt  transition,   finds   itself 

unripe  grapes,  the  younger  was  of  landed   m    a  well-worn    felt   hat, 

opinion    that    green  peas    had    a  instead    of    in   the   peaceful    pool 

greater  chance  of  success.  above,  and  which,  with  a  yet  more 

There    were   other    systems    of  disagreeable  removal, will  find  itself 

iishing,  too  ;  some  of   them  inde-  presently  landed  in  a  frying-pan. 

lendent  of  the  movement  started  Gretchen,  who  had  stopped   on 

y  Mr  Howard,  some  of  them  even  the   bridge  with  Belita,  began   by 

unconnected  with  Djernis  pools  and  watching  ;  but,  as  she  watched,  she 

currents.  grew  infected  with  the  irresistible 

There  was   the   kingfisher,  who,  fishing  mania.  So  presently  she  had 

darting  out  of  the  blue  shadow  of  made  ner  way  down  to  the  water's 

a  cave,  like  a  winged  flash  of  colour,  edge,  and,  armed   with    a    green 

•dived  for  his   evening  meal,  and  butterfly-net,    was    rivalling    the 

•came  up,  dripping  and  victorious,  achievements  of  the  two  felt  hats, 

to   carry  his  wriggling   prey   into  One  of  the  fishermen  was  known 

the  depth  of  his  rocky  haunt,  and  to  her  by  sight  and  name.     Every 

there  sup  upon  it  in  peace.  now  and  then   young  Bujor  would 

Perhaps  his  system  was  the  most  appear  at  the  door  of  the  Mobrs* 

successful,   more    successful    even  apartment,  offering  for  sale  such 

than  that  of  the  dark-eyed  oriental  natural  products  of  the  country  as 

beauty,  who   rests   in    the   secure  unfledged  vultures  and   scorpions 

•consciousness  that  she  has  already  preserved  in  oil, — the  latter  popa- 

landed  her  fish.  larly  regarded  as  a  remedy  against 

The  kingfisher's  cave  is  straight  snake-bites.  It  was  only  the  other 
above  the  spot  of  the  river  which  day  that  he  had  brought  to  the 
by  courtesy  is  called  "  the  water-  door  a  bear-cub,  which  he  declared 
fall " — and  by  a  stretch  of  imagina-  to  be  a  great  bargain,  but  the  ex- 
tion  may  be  taken  for  one.  There  pression  of  whose  countenance  was 
the  fish  are  leaping  in  a  senseless  not  reassuring,  in  spite  of  the  assar- 
manne]>throwingthemselves against  ance  that  the  little  monster  was 
the  stones  and  dashing  again  and  muUu  dulpe  (very  gentle), 
again  at  the  narrow  passage,  in  Bujor's  face  was  of  the  old  Roman 
their  efforts  to  reach  the  pool  cast  so  frequent  in  Roumania— one 
above.  Not  more  than  one  in  a  of  those  clean-cut  profiles  and  pure- 
dozen  succeeds  in  its  leap;  the  rest  ly  classical  heads  which  are  oftener 
fall  back  stunned,  to  turn  their  heads  found  cut  upon  a  gem,  or  stamped 
persevenngly  up-stream  again,  un-  upon  an  antique  medal,  than  met 
less  indeed  they  are  caught  in  with  in  the  labouring  peasant. 
the  rebound  by  one  of  the  two  Rou-  Surely,  thought  GretcheUjEujor's 
manian  youths,  who  have  turned  svstem  of  fishing  was  far  prefer- 
their  limp  felt  hats  into  impromptu  a\)le  to  that  of  Mr  Howard.  A 
landing-nets.  Judging  from  the  col-  few  minutes  ago  they  had  passed 
our  of  the  hats,ingrainedwith  green-  the  Englishman,  rod  in  hand,  stern 
ish-brown  shades,  it  is  not  the  first  and  rigid  by  the  river-side,  followed 
time  that  they  have  acted  this  part,  by  his  two  perpetual  shadows,  the 
One  of  these  fishermen,  with  his  Recsulescu  boys ;  and,  upon  the 
linen  trousers  rolled  up  above  his  well-meant  question  as  to  whether 
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he  had  caught  anything,    he  had  by  Baron    Tolnay,    was    a  prize 

answered  by  a  frown  of  displeas-  which  lay  within  her  grasp,  ready 

ure,  and  the  information  given  in  to  be  taken  up  or  left  as  she  chose  ; 

a  hushed  voice,  comprised  in  the  and  even  though   she  had  not  yet 

one  word  "  Nothing ! "  While  Gret-  reached  the  clear  understanding  as 

chen  after  ten  minutes  had  landed  to  whether  she  did  choose  or  not, 

almost  as  many  sprawling  little  vie-  the  thought  had  been  pleasant,  and 

tims,  very  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  doubt  now  awakened  was  uu- 

Belita,  who,  standing  on  the  bridge  pleasant. 

with  her  train  gathered  in  one  The  two  figures  approached  very 
hand,  chaperoned  her  young  friend  slowly  :  the  woman's  silk  dress 
from  a  distance.  trailed  heavily  on  the  ground  be- 
After  a  time  Gretchen  became  hind  her.  They  reached  the  bridge, 
aware  that  Belita  was  signalling  to  and  turned  on  to  it,  and  now  they 
her  with  her  parasol,  and  appar-  were  standing,  still  side  by  side, 
ently  calling  out  something  which  looking  down  at  the  water, 
the  noise  of  the  water  made  un-  All  this  Gretchen,  without  once 
intelligible.  Following  with  her  raising  her  eyes,  distinctly  saw. 
eyes  the  direction  which  the  wav-  From  under  her  eyelashes  she  kept 
ing  parasol  indicated,  she  could  see  the  bridge  in  view,  while  to  the 
two  figures  approaching  side  by  spectators  she  appeared  to  be  only 
side  along  the  path.  The  branches  fishing.  And  fishing  she  undoubt- 
overhead  threw  a  shifting  network  edly  was,  although  she  thought 
of  shade  upon  them,  so  tnat  Gret-  very  little  now  about  the  wriggling 
chen  did  not  know  "them  till  they  white  captives  within  her  net.  This 
had  drawn  quite  close.  One  of  calm  indifference,  this  languid  ig- 
them  was  Baron  Tolnay  ;  the  other  noring  of  the  gaze  upon  her,  it  was 
was  that  black-haired  beauty,  whom  all,  according  to  her  own  theories, 
Gretchen  had  heard  called  by  the  an  advantageous  laying  out  of 
name  of  Princess  Tryphosa.  capital  from  which  she  hoped  a 
Gretchen  remembered  that  this  profitable  return.  With  the  net 
was  the  day  on  which  Baron  Tol-  of  her  golden  hair,  with  the  line  of 
nay  was  expected  back  from  Pesth.  her  graceful  arm,  with  the  bait  of 
They  had  not  met  since  the  even-  her  rosy  lips,  Gretchen  was  fishing 
ing  of  the  dance  in  tbe  Cursalon  ;  — fishing  for  her  fortune  in  the 
and  thinking  of  all  that  had  passed  waters  of  the  Djernis. 
on  that  occasion — of  those  words  Almost  any  man  but  Istvfin 
and  those  looks,  which  had  been  Tolnay  must  have  found  his  situ- 
fiattering,  if  they  had  been  nothing  ation  embarrassing.  Beside  him 
else — it  was  not  at  all  agreeable  there  stood  a  woman,  and  below 
to  her  now  to  see  him  by  the  side  by  the  water's  edge  there  stood 
of  this  Roumanian  beauty.  Taking  another  woman  ;  and  his  relation 
a  rapid  review  of  the  situation,  she  towards  each  of  these  women  was 
reflected  again  that  the  brigands'  considerably  beyond  that  of  a  mere 
treasure  was  not  yet  found,  even  acquaintance  or  friend  ;  each  of 
though  the  first  step  towards  her  them  looked  upon  him  as  being  in 
plan  had  been  taken  some  days  ago,  a  sor);  of  way  her  property,  and 
the  humble-pie  had  been  eaten,  and  each  expected  from  him  something, 
the  Bohemian's  services  accepted,  which  he  could  not  possibly  give 
Until  the  appearance  of  this  to  both.  But  Istvan  Tolnay  did 
woman  on  the  scene,  she  had  be-  not  find  it  embarrassing ;  he  had 
lieved  that  Fortune,  as  represented  not  even  taken  the  trouble  to  fore- 


190*                    The  Waters  of  Hercules.— Part  VIL  [FeK 

see  this  contingency,  which  sooner  be  still  more  pleasant  to  stand  be- 

or  later  must  have  come  tp  pass,  side  the  fair-naired  beauty  down 

It  was  not    his  habit  to  foresee  by    the    water's    edge,     it    only 

events,  or  to  make  plans  for  even  wanted  some  faint  shadow  of  an 

the  most  immediate  future.     He  excuse  to  free  him  from  his  posi- 

suffered  from  a  species  of  mental  tion  on  the  bridge.     Patience  !  his 

short-sightedness  which   made    it  luck  or  his  wit  would  come  to  his 

impossible  for  him  to  see  what  was  aid,  he  felt  sure.    That  rock  down 

coming.     A  boundless  trust  in  his  there   was  coated    with    slippery 

luck,  or  his  quickness  of  thought,  weed, — supposing  she  shoula  lose 

in  chance,  or  in  anything,  was  all    her  balance 

the    provision    he    made    against  And  it  seemed  as  though   his 

a  disagreeable  contingency.     The  unspoken  wish  were  to  be  fulfilled 

pleasure  of  the  hour,  the  excite-  on  the  instant ;  for  a  sharp  cry 

ment  of  the  hour,  the   pain,  the  pierced  the  air — 

passion  of  the   hour,  these  alone  ^^Uitiscey  uitiscef  la  kokona/** 

had  value  ;    for  the  present   was  (See,  see  !  the  young  lady  !)  Bujor 

everything,    the    future    nothing,  was  crying. 

Like  the  Jilies  of  the  field,  he  took  There  was  a  slip  below,  and  a 

no   thought  of  the  morrow  ;  like  momentary  scramole :    the  green 

them,  he  did  not  spin,  neither  did  gauze   net  was  swept  down    the 

he  weave.     Fate  had  made  him  a  current. 

rich  man  ;  but  even  had  he  been  "  She  is  falling  ! "  cried  Istvan  ; 
bom  poor,  most  assuredly  he  would  and  he  precipitately  left  the  bridge, 
not  have  been  given  to  ask  himself  ^'  No,  worse  than  that !  '^  uie 
what  he  should  eat  on  the  morrow,  Contessa  called  after  him, — '*  her 
nor  wherewith  he  should  clothe  hat  is  in  ! — her  new  black  feather  I 
himself.  Beggary,  disgrace,  or  Save  it,  Baron  Tolnay  I  ^ 
death  could  never  have  preyed  The  hat  would  do  quite  as  well, 
upon  his  mind  in  advance.  They  thought  Baron  Tolnay,  as  he  made 
did  not  touch  him  as  lon^  as  they  his  way  through  the  stones  to  the 
were  not  there  :  a  glass  of  red  wine  river-side.  ^^  Desolated  to  have  to 
at  the  moment  would  be  to  him  a  leave  you  in  this  way.  Princess  I  ^ 
more  vital  thing  than  the  misf  or-  he  had  said,  with  a  glance  to  match 
tune  to  be  suffered  next  week  ;  and  the  words,  as  he  hurriedly  left  her 
a  smile  from  a  pretty  woman  to-  side ;  and  now  he  was  smiling  to 
day,  consolation  enough  for  the  himself  confidentially  under,  his 
ruin  of  to-morrow.  Yes  ;  and  even  moustache,  as  he  thought  how  safe 
thoueh  the  future  were  to  unclose,  he  would  be  down  here  from  the 
and  show  him  the  spot  where  stands  ears,  if  not  from  the  eyes,  of  that 
his  grave,  Istvan  Tolnay  would  go  woman  on  the  bridge, 
forward  to  meet  his  fate,  as  much  Gretchen  was  standing  barehead* 
Istv&n  Tolnay  as  ever,  whistling  ed  by  the  water-edge,  ¥rith  a  shower 
the  air  that  pleases  him  best,  with  of  water-drops  sparkling  in  her 
his  boots  polished  to  exactly  the  hair,  as  she  directed  her  two  Roa- 
right  degree,  and  his  black  mous-  manian  assistants  in  the  capture 
tache  stiffened  at  exactly  the  most  of  the  floating  hat.  From  aoove, 
becoming  angle.  Belita,  agitated  spectator  of  the 
He  had  found  it  pleasant  to  scene,  called  out  unintelligible  ad- 
saunter  along  the  path  by  the  side  vice,  and  gazed  at  the  sinking 
of  the  dark-haired  beauty  ;  and  feather  as  if  it  had  been  a  drown- 
now  he  was  thinking  that  it  would  ing  child. 
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''  Am  I  in  time  ? "  asked  Istv&n,  lein  Mohr,  to  oblige  you,  I  will 

with  a  little  artificial    breathless-  retract.      I  will  not  say  that  they 

ness,  as  he  reached  the  scene  of  ac-  are  vermin.      I  will    even  go  the 

tion.     ^*  Pasha  would  have  fetched  length  of  saying  they  are  not  ver- 

it  in  a  moment :   I  wish  he  were  min,  should  that  give  you  the  very 

here  ! "  smallest  satisfaction.      Look,  you 

^'  But  since  he  is  not,  Baron  Tol-  shall  mark  the  generosity  of  my 

nay,  would  it  not  be  more  logical  forgiving    soul " — and    he  took  a 

to  wish  that   the   hat   had  never  handful  of  loose    silver   from  his 

fallen  in  ?  "  pocket  and  tossed  it   negligently 

"  But  I  wish  nothing  of  the  sort,  towards  Bujor.     ''  This  is  the  only 

If  the  hat  were  still  on  your  head,  language  they  understand." 

I  should  be  still  on  the  bridge.''  (Jretchen  half  expected  the  in- 

"  Oh,  were  you  on  the  bridge  ?  "  suited  peasant  to  fold  his  arms, 

«aid  Gretchen,  with  a  movement  and   with  his  foot  to  spurn  the 

of  surprise,   quite  as  artificial  as  proffered  coin,    haughty  and  dis- 

Istv&n's  breathlessness.  dainf ul,  as  an  ancient  hero  defpng 

**  I  have  been  standing  there  for  a  tyrant.     But,  alas  for  the  degen- 

ages."  eracy  of  these  days  !    This  man, 

^'  Indeed  ! "  with  her  nose  rather  who  could  have  stood  as  model  of 

high  in  the  air.     '^  You  must  have  a  Roman  centurion,  now  humbly 

found  the  bridge  very  entertain-  crouched  down,    and  utterine  an 

ing  ?  ^  abject  "  Mulczanim  Damno  /  "   (I 

"  Very  ;    with  such  a  picture  to  thank    you,    master  !)      patiently 

look  at."  searched   for  the  scattered   coins 

"  Tou  admire  landscapes  ?  "  which  had  been  fiung  to  him  upon 

**  Not  unless  there  are  foreground  the  stones  of  the  river. side, 

figures  in  them."  '^How  very  generous  of  you  to 

**  Those    Roumanians   are  very  forgive  him  for  having  saved  my 

picturesque,  certainly."  hat !  "   said  Gretchen,  still  with  a 

Istv&n  laughed.  ring  of  scorn  in  her  voice. 

*^  Yon    sarely  do  not    suppose  *'  Not  generous,  magnanimous  ! 

that  I  was  looking  at  that  vermin  ?  It  is  positively   noble    of  me  not 

There,  stand  back  ! "  as  the  trium-  to  grudge  any  one  the  pleasure 

phant  Bujor  held  out  the  dripping  of  having  served  you." 

bat,  ^*  Stand  back,  you  dog,  I  say  ! "  The  tone  of  the  conversation  was 

"  Baron  Tolnay  !  "  becoming  perilous,  thought  Gret- 

The  grey  eyes    looked  almost  chen  ;    it  was  safer  to  let  it  drop, 

stem   for  a  moment.      '^Do  you  She  was  quick  at  these  conver- 

call   this  justice  ?  Ilow  can  you  sational    skirmishes,   but  he   was 

treat  him  m  this  way  ?  "  quicker  ;  and  there  were  moments 

Istv&n  gazed  at  her  in  genuine  when  she  felt  an  uneasy  distrust  of 

surprise.  this  man,  with  his  brilliant  conver- 

*^  But  he  is  not  accustomed  to  sation,  his  brilliant  eyes,  his  bril- 

being  treated  in  any  other  way,  liant  smile,  and  his  over  brilliant 

Fr&ulein  Mohr  !  "  boots. 

"  /treat  him  in  another  way."  With  her  face  turned  towards 

"  But    they    are    vermin,    you  the    river,    Gretchen    stood    and 

know,"    said   Istv&n,   good.natur-  watched    the     hurrying     waters  ; 

edly.  Tolnay  stood  beside  her.    The  res- 

**  Baron  Tolnay "  cued  hat  lay  beside  them  on  the 

**  You  object?*  Very  well,  Fran-  rock,  slowly  drying  in  the  breeze. 
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A  little  while  ago  the  snnfihine  water  rashes  headlong  over  a 
had  been  on  the  river  ;  now  it  was  broken  bed  yoa  could  fancy  a  peal 
gone,  and  with  it  was  gone  the  of  silver  bells ;  and  there  where- 
colour  and  the  brightness  of  the  it  flings  itself  with  a  crash  and  a. 
overhanging  rocks  and  sharp-cor-  cloud  of  flying  spray  down  the 
nered  granite  stones :  the  king-  rock,  yon  seem  to  hear  the  than- 
fisher's  cave  above  the  waterfall  der  of  a  mighty  organ,  played  by 
had  deepened  to  a  gloomy  blue,  invisible  hands. 
But  there  is  much  to  look  at  still,  Silenced  by  the  wildness  of  this- 
and  much  to  listen  to  ;  this  sub-  varied  orchestra,  Gretohen  stood 
dued  colouring  is  grateful  to  an  and  waited  till  her  hat  should  bo 
eye  tired  of  the  sunny  glare,  and  dry.  Even  Tolnay  seemed  to  have 
flattering  to  a  dreamy  mood.  Those  realised  that  compliments,  however 
dark-green  pools  where  the  water  gracefully  turned,  must  lose  some 
circles  round  and  round  so  sleep-  of  their  charm  when  shouted  at 
ily  ;  those  slanting  stones  down  the  top  of  the  voice, 
whose  polished  sides  it  slides  in  a  SudaenlyGretchen  became  aware 
sheet  of  smooth  glass,  to  break  at  that  an  unknown  parasol-handle 
its  base  and  curl  away  in  frothy  was  being  protruded  before  her 
wavelets  ;  those  patches  of  milk-  eyes,  while  an  unknown  voice  said 
white  foam  clin^mg  in  stagnant  deliberately — 
repose  to  some  drifted  tree-branch,  "  Mademoiselle,  votre  chapeau.'^ 
yet  torn  unmercifully  by  the  shock  This  was  all  that  reached  her 
of  the  passing  current, — these  are  ears.  The  fingers  which  grasped 
in  themselves  small  pictures  which  the  ivory  handle  were  stained  yel- 
together  make  a  great  one.  And  low  at  the  tips.  Gretchen  turned 
there  is  much  to  listen  to,  for  there  round,  and  found  herself  confronted 
is  no  river  more  musical  than  by  Princess  Tryphosa. 
the  Djemis.  Every  drowned  tree-  Tolnay  turned  also,  and  for  » 
carcass  caught  fast  between  two  moment  doubted  the  evidence  of 
rocks  is  excuse  enough  for  this  his  eyes.  A  long,  low  whistle 
spoilt  child  of  the  mountains  to  would  have  been  most  expressive 
break  into  loud-murmured  and  of  his  feelings  at  this  moment,  but 
most  melodious  complaint :  over  he  was  too  well-bred  to  attempt 
every  marble  block  and  every  anything  of  the  sort.  He  was  a 
boulder-stone  it  will  fret  and  foam  little  dismayed,  though  the  sensa- 
and  work  itself  into  a  frenzy  of  tion  was  only  transitory.  He  had 
bubbles  and  froth.  There  are  sing-  never  contemplated  the  possibility 
ing  voices  in  the  currents  and  of  these  few  yards  of  shingle  beings 
phantom  choruses  in  the  whirling  actually  traversed  by  a  Roumanian 
pools.  And  the  more  you  listen  lady  of  high  degree.  It  was  a 
the  more  you  will  hear.  From  phenomenon  perfectly  unparalleled 
the  hollow  of  a  cave  there  floats  in  his  experience,  and  certainly  it 
a  melody,  sweet  and  plaintive  as  was  calculated  to  awake  some  in> 
though  the  water-spints  in  there  convenient  thoughts  as  to  the 
were  touching  the  strings  of  their  strength  of  motive  which  most 
harps;    the   wavelets    which    lap  exist. 

agamst  the   rock    are   playing  a  Gretchen  was  scarcely  less  sur- 

rippling   accompaniment,    and   in  prised,  and  it  took  a  few  seoonda 

the  strong,  swift  sweep  of  the  cur-  before  she  could  understand  what 

rent  hurrying  past,  there  rolls  back  Princess  Tryphosa's  object  was.  She 

a  deep-toned  reply.       Where  the  was  ofl^ering  her  parasol.      There 
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was  no  Ban  now^  thought  Gretchen,  f  al  now.     Her  eyes  alone — eyes  of 

looking  up  ;  what  was  the  use  of  a  the  languid  oriental  type — would 

parasoT?    No,   that  was  not    the  be  enough  to  make  her  beautiful. 

jPrincess's  intention  :    the  parasol  They  are  peculiarly  deep,  and  in- 

was  for  the  rescue  of  the  fugitive  stinctively  you  wonder    what  lie» 

hat,  which  for  some  minutes  had  under  that  depth  :  is  it  an  immense^ 

been  reposing  peacefully  on    the  fund  of  brooding  passion,  or  only 

rock   beside   ner.     The    intention  an  immense  stupidity  ? 

was  excellent,   though    the    offer  This   was  the    question    which 

came  a  little    tardily.      Gretchen  Gretchen   asked   herself,  even    a» 

expressed  her  gratitude.  she  acknowledged   Princess    Try- 

*'  I  see  I  am  too  late,"  said  the  phosa's  beauty.  She  acknowledged 

Princess,   with    ponderous     good-  it  freely,  witnout  reserve  and  al- 

nature,  after  gazing  at  the  damp  most  without  a  pang.     There  was* 

hat  intently  for  a  minute.     During  too  absolute  a  aifference  between 

this  minute  Gretchen  was  putting  the  styles  of  their  beauty  to  admit 

her  new  ^acouaintance   through  a  of  jealousy  on  that  score.  The  rival 

critical  exammation.  whom   a  beautiful    woman    most 

The  Princess  wore  a  pale  silk  fears  is  always  the  one  who  ifi 
dress,  long-trained  and  with  trim-  likest  herself  :  a  blonde  will  better 
mingfi  of  lace.  Jler  black  hair  stand  being  outshone  by  a  brunette 
was  uncovered,  and  her  neck  and  than  by  one  of  her  own  complexion^ 
arms  were  loaded  with  coral  oma-  just  as  a  swarthy  beauty  will  hate 
ments.  She  was  a  little  older-look-  a  fair-skinned  rival  less  than  one 
ing  seen  thus  near,  perhaps  twenty-  who  poaches  on  her  own  premises 
8ix,  but  she  lost  nothing  in  beauty,  by  being  dark.  Gretcheu's  self- 
She  was  a  rich  Southern  flower,  confidence  was  not  shaken  ;  Try- 
full  blown  and  at  the  prime  of  its  phosa's  beauty  was  an  incentive 
perfection.  A  little  time  more  which  made  her  spirit  rise  at  the 
and  the  flower  would  be  overblown;  thought  of  the  coming  warfare, 
now  it  has  attained  that  perfect  She  stood  and  looked  full  at  the 
development  which  has  not  yet  Princess,  and  the  Princess  looked 
been  touched  by  decay.  A  few  full  at  her ;  and  between  the  two 
more  years  of  indolent  habits  will  stood  Istvan  Tolnay,  with  a  gleam 
have  destroyed  the  symmetry  of  of  something  inscrutable  in  his 
her  splendid  figure  ;  some  hundred-  eyes,  and  with  his  most  provoking 
weignt  more  of  dulcUia  will  have  smile  upon  his  face, 
stained  the  enamel  of  her  dazzling  ''Princess!"  he  cried,  in  polite 
teeth  ;  a  few  thousand  more  cigar-  consternation — for  it  was  necessary 
ettes  will  have  deepened  the  deli-  that  somebody  should  throw  him- 
cate  amber-tint  on  her  fingers  to  self  into  the  breach — *'  why  did 
an  unsightly  brown  ;  time  may  you  not  call  me  to  your  assistance  ? 
even  develop  the  dark  shadow  How  shall  I  ever  forgive  myself 
above  her  lip,  which  as  yet  is  only  for  having  let  you  approach  thus 
a  silky  down,  into  an  unbecoming-  unnoticed  ?  I  cannot  plead  bein^ 
ly  masculine  ornament ;  inaction,  either  deaf  or  short-sighted.  A 
sickly  sweetmeats,  and  tobacco  to-  propos^'* — and  he  turned  to  Gret- 
gether,  will  soon  have  deteriorated  chen — "  that  word  reminds  me — 
the  general  oast  of  her  features,  where  have  you  left  that  excellent 
Bat  all  this  will  only  be  some  years  family  lawyer,  or  family  f nend, 
hence.  She  may  not  be  beautiful.  Fr&ulein  MohrV" 
for  long,  but  certainly  she  is  beauti-  '.'  At  Drask6cs." 
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"  Oh,  really  ?    He  does  not  seem  persuaded  that  he  has  been  doins 

to  have  drunk  deeply  of  the  Wa-  wonders  of  bravery,  and  has  saved 

ters  of  Hercules  ;    our  valley  has  not  only  my  hat  but  also  my  life." 

no  charm  for  him.     I  suppose  he  is  Princess  Tryphosa  appeared  to 

not  thinking  of  repeating  his  visit?"  be  troubled:    the  answer  was  to 

"  You  suppose  quite  wrong,  then,  her  bewildering,  as  Gretchen  her- 

Dr  Komers  is  going  to  spend  his  self   was  altogether    bewilderinff. 

holiday  here;    he  only  stayed  at  She  could  not  nnd  an  answer  which 

I](rask6cs  because "  satisfied  her  at  the  moment,  but 

"  Because   of  the  noise  of    the  she  decided  to  think  out  the  ques- 

waterfall,"  said  Princess  Tryphosa,  tion  during  the  walk  home, 

deliberately.  "  You  could  not  have  It  was  this  that  l^ept  her  silent 

heard  me  if  I  had  called  ;    and,  while  the  others  talked  and  laughed 

besides,  you  were  busy  in  fishing  beside  her. 

op  the  hat."  When  they   had  walked    some 

^'  Ah,  to  be  sure,"  said  Tolnay  distance  down  the  valley,  they  saw 


who  had  forgotten  the  offer  of  his 
assistance  as  soon  as  it  had  been 
spoken. 

''It  was  Istv&n  who  fished  up 


a  big  shadow,  with  two    smalls 
shadows  behind  it. 

''Have  yon    caught    anything, 
SirHovart?"  called  down  Tolnay 


the  hat,  was  it  not?"    asked    the  cheerfully;   an^in  his    painfully 

Princess,  turning  to  Gretchen  with  hushed  voice,  Mr  Howard  anawered 

her  slow  smile  and  her  steady  gaze,  now  as  before — 

Apparently   she  did  not  consider  "Nothing." 

the  subject  of  the  hat  exhausted  Gretchen  and   Belita    laaghed, 

quite  yet ;  and  it  was  against  her  and    Tolnay    laughed  ;    and    five 

habit  to  quit  a  subject  until    she  minutes  later,  when  they  had  for- 

had  mastered  it  thoroughly.  gotten  the  stiff  fisherman  with  his 

"  No,"  answered  Gretchen,  won.  empty  basket  and  his  unshakable 

dering  a  little  at  the  tone  of  pro-  dignity.  Princess  Tryphosa  laughed 

prietorship  with  which  that  ''  1st-  — a  deep  and  musical  laugh, 

v&n  "    was   pronounced — "  it   was  The  situation  was  not  lost  apon 

not  Baron  Tolnay  who  fished  up  her,  but  it  had  taken  a  little  time 

my  hat  ;  although  I  think  he  is  half  to  penetrate. 


CHAPTER   XXIV. — PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE    AMUSEMENTS. 


*'  Then  one  sat  down  and  8i£;hed, 
Of  finding  Fortune  I  begin  to  doobt. 
And  fear  we  maj  have  taken  the  wrong  waj/^ 


—Lord  Ltttox. 


An  international     congress    of 

feologists  had  gathered  together  at 
^esth  in  the  interest  of  science. 
As  the  interest  of  science  demands 
recreation  for  the  overworked 
mind,  and  as  the  Hungarian  Gov- 
ernment was  willing  to  pay  the 
expense,  the  learned  men  made  ex- 
peditions to  various  places — to  the 
Hercules  Valley  amongst  others. 


The  Hercules  Valley  was  im- 
mensely flattered  at  bemg  in  this 
wa^  chosen,  and  worked  enthusi- 
astically at  preparations  for  the 
reception  of  the  learned  men.  The 
arrangements  for  their  food  and 
their  lodging  and  their  amosement 
occupied  the  Hercules  Waters  for 
a  week.  Flower-arches  and  ribbon- 
streamers  transfigured  the  lonely 
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Djemia  valley.  It  might  have  the  perspiration  from  his  stream- 
been  fancied  that  the  mountains  ing  forehead,  and  savagely  helped 
were  celebrating  their  coming  of  himself  to  roast-turkey  and  salad, 
age,  or  that  the  wild  Djemis  itself  Red  wine  flowed  uninterrupt- 
was  going  to  lead  home  a  young  edly  ;  and  the  fifty  learned  men, 
bride.  The  stone  Hercules,  whose  as  well  as  some  others,  notably  Dr 
club  was  wreathed  with  roses  for  Kokovics,  were  in  a  very  jovial 
the  occasion,  most  have  been  car-  humour  when  they  emerged  from 
ried  back  in  memory  to  the  time  the  Cursalon.  There  was  then  a 
of  Roman  triumphs.  stroll  along  the  river,  in  the  in- 
Needless  to  say  that  in  the  de-  terest  of  science  ;  the  Roman  in- 
partment  of  amusements  Dr  Koko-  scriptions  were  read  by  a  few, 
vies  held  complete  sway.  He  rev-  and  pronounced  interesting.  One 
elled  in  garlaads  and  paper-scrolls ;  learned  man  went  the  length  of 
his  fertile  brain  teemed  with  fire-  chipping  off  a  comer  of  a  stone 
works  and  colossal  illuminations,  witn  his  iron-shod  stick,  and  ob- 
'  For  at  least  a  week  before  the  ffreat  serving  that  the  fragment  was 
day  his  dreams  were  exclusively  marble.  Then  came  the  saunter 
of  rockets  and  Chinese  lanterns.  back,  and  the  prospect  of  the  fire- 
The  learned  men  came,  one  works  ;  and  next  day  the  learned 
dusty  forenoon  ;  fifty  learned  men  men  would  drive  back  the  way 
with  forty  pair  of  spectacles  be-  they  .  came,  fully  persuaded  that 
tween  them.  G^logists  princi-  the  interests  of  science  had  been 
pally  ;  but  they  had  brought  their  greatly  furthered  by  their  visit  to 
friends  with  them,  disciples  of  vari-  the  Hercules  Valley. 
oos  sciences.  They  smiled  at  the  One  of  the  learned  men,  on  bis 
flower  -  arches,  noaded  at  the  return  from  the  river-side,  made 
streamers,  and  pretended  they  his  way  up  to  the  Mohrs'  apart- 
could  read  the  inscriptions  ;  after  ments  to  pay  his  respects  to  a 
which  they  proceeded  to  refresh  friend  and  colleague. 
themselves  with  a  bath.  They  '^Well,  Steinwurm,'^  said  Adal- 
then  ate  an  excellent  dinner,  laid  bert,  with  a  faint  smile,  *'  you 
out  for  them  in  the  Cursalon,  don't  see  me  much  more  advanced 
while  the  galleries  above  were  than  I  was  in  May." 
crowded  with  spectators  who  "  On  the  contrary,  on  the  con- 
wished  to  see  what  science  looked  trary,"  ejaculated  the  musty-fusty 
like  at  food.  A  ereat  many  toasts  Herr  Steinwurm,  with  his  parch- 
were  drunk,  ana  in  different  Ian-  ment-skin  and  his  fossil  smile — 
guages.  There  was  a  flowery  "  I  hardly  expected  to  find  you  so 
French  speech  ;  and  an  excited  well.  One  of  our  learned  medical 
Italian  speech  ;  a  nasal  speech  friends  whom  I  met  the  other  day 
pronounced  by  an  American,  whom  was  quite  surprised  to  hear  that 
Mr  Howard  had  repeatedly  and  you  were  still  alive.  I  think  it 
indignantly  to  repudiate  as  a  coun-  disappointed  him,"  added  Stein- 
tryman  ;  then  a  furious  German  wurm,  by  way  of  a  joke  ;  for  the 
got  to  his  feet  and  hammered  out  floods  of  red  wine,  though  they 
a  few  angular  sentences  to  the  had  not  sufficed  to  wash  away  the 
effect  that  idleness  was  the  mother  cobwebs  of  antiquity,  had  yet 
of  mischief,  and  that  evervbody  raised  the  historian's  spirits  almost 
must  woiic,  work,  work,  if  thev  to  the  level  of  cheerfulness. 
wanted  to  get  on  in  this  world.  *' Anything  new  at  home?" 
After  which  he  sat  down,  wiping  asked  Adalbert. 
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"  Ah,  my   dear    friend,"  sighed  the    unfortunate    historian,  as    a 

Herr  Steinwiirm,  "  science  has  had  desperate    transition   on  to  safer 

a  bitter  disappointment !     You  re-  ground.     He  was  answered  by  Dr 

member  the  vault  of  the  Franen-  Komers,    who,  sitting  at  a   little 

kirche,  and  the  inscription  on  that  distance,  had  taken   no  part  in  the 

stone  ? "  discussion.     It  was  two  days  since 

''I  should  rather  think  I  do,"  Vincenz,   having    wound    up  the 

said  Adalbert,  drily  ;  ^*  the  stone  small  affairs  of  Draskoos,  and  seen 

has  laid  its  inscription  on  me  some-  Ascelinde^s  guardian  laid  to  re8t» 

what  severely."  had     returned    to     the    Heroalea 

"  Well,  my  dear  friend,  it  is  a  Valley.     "  Fr&ulein  Mohr  has  gone 

sad  fact  that  that  fall  has  muti-  out  to  meet  her  brother,"  he  said^ 

lated  the   inscription    beyond   all  in    reply    to     Herr     Steinwurm'a 

hope  of    recognition.      I  do  not  question, 

wish   to  reproach    you    for  your  "  Oh,  has  she  ? "  answered  Kurt's 

{)art  in  the  unfortunate  accident,  voice    from    the    doorway  ;  *^  her 

)ut  science,  alas  !  has  to  bewail  a  brother  was  not  aware  of  the  fact." 

heavy  loss."  "  Did  you  not  meet  your  sister  ?" 

^'  So  has  her  victim,"  said  Adal-  asked  the  lawyer  ;  ''  she  went  up 

bert,  in  a  tone  of  irony  quite  new  the  hillside  to  look. for  you." 

in  him.  "Never    met     anybody,"    said 

"  Victim   of  science  !     Glprious  Kurt,  lighting  a  cigar.      "  I  never 

title  ! "  mused  Stein wurm  aloud.  went  to  the  hill  at  all :     I  have 

"If  you  are  anxious  to  earn  the  been  down  to  the  river  to  see  if 

glory  of  the  title,"  said  Adalbert,  there  were   no  geologists  to  pick 

with  a  gleam  of  his  old  humour,  out  of  it :  they  were  not  walking 

"  stay  here  and  explore  the  moun-  over-straight    when    I  saw   them 

tains.      There    are    precipices    in  last." 

plenty,  and  there  is  besides,  a  bot-  And  having  taken   place  on  a 

tomless  hole  in  the  forest,  which  chair,  and   stretched  his  legs   on 

we  are  searching  for  ;  and  when  it  another,  Kurt  proceeded  to  make 

is  found  we  shall  have  to  let  down  himself  comfortable  with  his  cigar 

a  man  on  a  rope  to  sound  it.      I  and  thejpaper. 

think  you  would  be  the  very  man  Dr  Komers,    without     further 

for    that,    my    dear    Stein  wurm  ;  remark,  quietly  left  the  room, 

your    stature    and    your    weight  Kurt  continued  to  read  his  paper» 

point  you  out  as  the  appropriate  and  the  two  historians  talked  nis- 

instrument."  tory,  and  Ascelinde,  who  had  left 

"  Thank  you,"  said   Stein  wurm,  her  bed  some  day  sago,  occasionaUy 

a  little  hurriedly.  wandered  into  the  room  and  out  of 

The  programme  did  not  sound  it  again,  looking  like  a  ghost  of 

reassuring.  her  former  self.    And  meanwhile 

"  I  should  hardly  feel  justified,  the  dusk  began  to  fall,  and  neither 

I — I — you  see,    I    am    a    family  Gretchen  nor  Dr  Komers  had  yet 

man."  returned. 

"  So  am  I,"  said  Adalbert.  At  the  moment  when  Kurt  was 

"  Yes — but,  do  you  know,  I  am  lighting  his  cigar  and  luxuriously 

not  particularlv  sure  of  my  legs  in  distributing  his    person   between 

mountain-climbing  ;  a  little  weak-  two  chairs,  Gretchen  had  already 

ness  in  the  knees  ever  since  my  reached  some  distance  from  home; 

childhood.     Where — where  is  your  and  under  the  delusion    that  her 

charming    daughter?"  burst   out  brother  must  be  in  adyance,  was 
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slowly  climbing  the  steep  moan-  once,  and  .to  play  the  bait  on  which 

tain-path.  was  to  be  hooKed  her  fortune.     But 

The  wood  was  quite  deserted —  in  the  midst  of  the  game  a  certain 

every  man,  woman,  and  child  being  uneasy  dread  had  seized  her  more 

busy  below  with  the  entertainment  than  once,  and  to-day  it  was  on  her 

of  the  learned  men.  again.     Or  was  this  dissatisfaction 

It  was  many  a  day  since  Gretch en  perhaps  a  little  unconscious  pity 
hadfoundherself  so  entirely  alone;  for  Tryphosa,  who,  as  Gretchen 
and  somehow  she  was  not  in  a  had  long  since  discovered,  loved 
humour  to  relish  her  solitude  just  Istv&nTolnay  ?  But  since  Gretch- 
now.  She  was  on  bad  terms  with  en  did  not  believe  in  love,  what 
herself, — she  who  hitherto  had  al-  right  had  she  to  feel  pity  ?  No  ; 
ways  lived  on  such  a  very  satis-  more  likely  it  was  a  sense  of  jus- 
factory  footing  with  her  conscience,  tice.  If  Istvan  Tolnay  had  been 
her  mmd,  and  her  will.  Now  her  a  prize  equally  coveted  by  them 
conscience  was  uneasy,  her  mind  both,  it  would  have  been  all  fair 
was  perplexed,  and  her  will — well,  play  to  contend  for  him  on  a  fair 
as  for  her  will,  she  no  longer  felt  field  ;  but  to  take  from  Tryphosa 
sure  of  it.  that  which  she  was   not  sure  of 

The  whole  of  the  past  week  had  wanting   herself,    this    was    what 

been  a  week  of  fatigue,  if  of  amuse-  Gretchen  could  not  quite  reconcile 

ment.      Wherever  Gretchen  went  withhernotions  of  justice  and  logic. 

Baron,  Tolnay  went ;    and  where  She    might    have    become    yet 

Baron  Tolnay  was,  there  also  was  more  deeply  involved  in  this  train 

Princess  Tryphosa — unless,  indeed,  of  logical  deduction,  had  not  the 

when   Gretchen's  steps   had  been  overhanging  branch  of  a  mountain- 

turned   to  the   mountains,   for  to  ash  tree  rudely  caught  her  by  the 

the   mountains  Princess  Tryphosa  hair,  just    as    her    thoughts   had 

did  not  follow.     Perhaps  the  dis-  reached  this  point, 

satisfaction    of    Gretchen's    mind  It   was  getting    late,    she    dis- 

arose  from  the  fact  that  her  first  covered  to  her  surprise,  and   the 

few  skilfully  set  traps  had  failed  sun    was  sinking    brilliantly    and 

to  catch  the  simple  Bohemian's  se-  fast.     What  had  become  of  Kurt  ? 

cret;  and  that  therefore  GauraDra-  She  ought  to  have  met  him  long 

culoi,  and    with    Gaura    Dracului  ago.     Looking  round  her,  she  won 

the    brigands'  treasure,    and  with  dered  to  find  herself  so  high  up  ;. 

the  brigands'  treasure  her  own  for-  for  the  last  twenty  minutes  she 

tune,  still  remained  undiscovered,  had  steadily, though  unconsciously^ 

Or  perhaps  it  was  that  she  still  been  mounting,  and  now  she  stood 

felt  uncertain  of  her  victory  over  on   a   rocky   path,   bordered  with 

Tryphosa,  bilberry-bushes,  while  the  gloomy 

Tnere  were  moments  when  she  valley  lay  at  her  feet, 

thought  the   victory   secure,   and  That  uncourteous  ash-tree   had 

there  were  others  when  she  doubted  been  the  last  tree  of  this  tract  of 

it.     The  doubt^had  been  sufficient  forest.      Here  the  mountain   waa 

to    rouse  her  ambition  with   the  wellnigh    bare  ;     low    brushwood 

stimalns  of  rivalry, — to  prick  the  erew  between  the  rocks,  tufts  of 

side  of  her  intent,  which  else  might  delicate  grass  covered  the  ground,, 

have  grown  faint :  it  had  added  and  wild-fiowers  shook  unprotected 

excitement  to  the  meetings  of  this  in  the  breeze.     Along  the  shoulder 

past  week  ;   it  had  urged  her  to  of  the  hill  the   stony  path  con* 

throw  out  the  line  again  more  tl^an  tinned. 
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Finding  herself  thus  -alone,    a  ears  in  a  current.    At  every  tarn 

little  awe    crept  into  Gretchen's  of  the  path  she  feared  to  oome 

heart.     The  forest  she  had  just  upon  the  bandit  camp,  but  yet  she 

passed  through  had  grown  so  black  dared  not  turn  back  ;  and  in  the 

behind  her;  she  thought  with  dread  protruding  branch  of  every  bush 

of  the  dark  way  home.  she  saw  a  pistol  pointed  at  her 

While  she  stood  thus  hesitating,  head.   The  tree-tops,  nodding  high 

and  just  preparing  to  retrace  her  above  her,   seemed  to  be  telline 

^teps,  a  far-off  sound  fell  upon  her  each  other   tales  of   murder  and 

«ar,  and  gave  sudden  shape  to  the  bloodshed  ;     each    white    ox-eye 

vague  alarm  which  oppressed  her.  daisy,  trembling  on  its  stalk  like 

She  listened  attentively  ;  there  a  solitary  star,  stared  at  her  with 
were  footsteps  approaching,  and  a  pale  and  panic-stricken  face  as 
they  came  from  the  shadow  of  the  she  flew  past.  Her  steps  slackened 
gloomy  forest.  A  dark  figure  could  at  last,  and  she  stood  still  breath- 
just  be  distinguished  gliding  along  less.  Was  she  being  pursued  ? 
among  the  trees.  As  far  as  she  She  listened,  holding  her  breath 
•could  see,  it  was  the  figure  of  a  with  difiiculty.  There  was  no 
tall  strong  man,  certainly  a  figure  sound  whatever ;  but  the  deep 
that  bore  not  the  slightest  resem-  shadows  round  her  were  olosing  in 
folance  to  the  brother  she  was  look-  as  if  they  would  swallow  her  up 
ing  for.  Gretchen  possessed  a  cool  among  them, 
head  in  emergencies, — at  least  so  The  next  thing  to  do  was  to  col- 
she  always  affirmed  ;  she  was  in-  lect  her  thoughts  and  consider  her 
•clined  to  be  proud  of  her  presence  position  from  a  logical  point  of 
of  mind,  but  ner  self-possession  was  view.  To  go  back  by  the  way  she 
not  as  perfect  as  usual  to-day.  The  had  come  was  out  of  the  question  ; 
combination  of  the  solitude,  the  her  courage  was  not  equal  to  risk 
dusk,  and  the  sudden  sight  of  that  meeting  that  black  figure  she  had 
figure,  sent  a  rush  of  cold  terror  to  seen  in  the  wood.  All  around  her 
her  heart.  She  hesitated  for  one  there  were  scattered  rocks  ;  but  to 
moment  longer,  unwilling  to  yield  the  left  a  stony  track  dipped  down 
to  this  fear ;  but  when  she  heard  with  a  steep  and  sudden  curve, 
a  distinct  cry,  a  sort  of  halloo,  come  According  to  all  reasonable  oaloa- 
out  of  the  wood,  breaking  the  sil-  lations,that  track  must  lead  straight 
euce  of  the  mountain-side  and  echo-  back  towards  the  Hercules  Baths. 
ing  back  from  the  rocks,  she  did  She  turned  resolutely  down  it. 
not  hesitate  longer,  but  started  off  It  was  rugged,  and  steeper  than 
running  in  the  opposite  direction,  she  had  at  first  imagined,  **  Never 
firmly  convinced  that  that  cry  had  mind,"  thought  Gretchen — "if  it  is 
been  the  signal  of  the  robber-cap-  so  steep,  it  stands  to  reason  that  it 
tain  calling  together  his  band.  Five  must  be  a  short  cut.^  On  each  side 
minutes  ago  Gretchen  did  not  be-  there  was  a  wall  of  rock,  bare,  ex- 
lieve  in  the  existence  of  the  robbers;  cept  where  some  bush  pushed  its 
but  she  is  not  the  first  philosopher  thorny  head  from  out  of  a  slit  high 
who  has  discovered  that  theories  up.  There  was  a  narrow  strip  of 
will  not  always  hold  good  in  prac-  evening  sky  above  Gretchen's  head, 
tice.  She  ran  along  the  path,  send-  and  nothing  but  rough  stones  nn^er 
ing  the  loose  stonesflyingaway  from  her  feet. 

under  her  feet,  whence  they  leaped       The    first    few  steps    had  been 

over  the  edge  and  went  boundmg  comparatively  easy  ;  out  soon  the 

down  the  steep  hillside.     She  felt  path  grew  more  precipitate,  tnm- 

the  evening  wind  rush  past  her  ing  and  twisting,  and  taking  sad- 
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den  jamps,  in  a  way  which  paths  straggling  over  them.     The  gorge 

in  genenu  do  not  affect.     She  had  narrowed  every  moment,  until  her 

to  steady  herself  hy  the  rocks,  for  steps  struck  a  hollow  echo  in  the 

the  stones  slipped  under  her  feet ;  enclosed  passage,  and  the  air  grew 

each  step  sent  a  shower  of  small  strangely  chili.     Now  there  waa 

boulders  chasing  each  other  down  hardly  room  for  her  to  pass  hetween 

the  pathway.  the  two  walls.     In  another  mo- 

Again  there  was  a  sound,  high  ment  she  half  expected  her  passage 

above  her  this  time,  and  she  stood  to  be  barred,  when  all  at  once  it 

still    to  listen.     It    was  only  the  widened  again,  and   at  the  same 

voice  of  an  eagle,  roused  out  of  its  moment   Gretchen    found   herself 

first  sleep,  and    scolding    the  in-  suddenly  brought  up. 

tmder  who  dared  to  penetrate  this  It  would  be  a  very  short  cut  in- 

solitude.  deed  to  reach  the  Hercules  Baths 

What  beautiful    spot    was  this  this  way  ;  for  at  her  feet  there  fell 

she    had    come     to  ?     wondered  a  precipice  sheer  and  straight.     At 

Gretchen,   as  she    looked   around  the  two  sides  of  the  gorge's  mouth, 

her  ;  so  beautiful,  that  it  almost  the  mass  of  rock  jutted  forward  a 

made  her  forget  her  fright.     The  little.      One    or    two    flat-topped 

walls  of  rock  on  each  side  had  re-^  stone-pines,  like  gigantic  umbrel- 

treated  for  a  little  space,  and  here,  las  in  shape,  and  sombre  to  black- 

before   her   eyes,    lay    a   circular  ness  in  the   evening    light,  flung 

basin,    rippling    in    living    green  themselves    boldly  forward,  their 

waves.     And   yet    there  was  no  twisted  roots  clinging  to  the  naked 

drqp  of   water   here  ;   the    waves  stone,  while  the  fading  sky  behind 

were  only  the  leaves  of  wild  harts-  sharply  set  off  each  line  of  branch 

tongue  ferns  which  filled  the  hoi-  and  trunk. 

low  to  overflowing,  curving  over  This  was  the  rock  at  the  foot  of 

each  other  in  graceful  arches,  and  which  lay  the  Cursalon,  and  thi» 

crowding  up  to  the  foot  of  the  gorge  was  the  narrow  slit  Gretchen 

overhanging  rock .     Each  glossy  had  so  often  looked  at  from  below. 

l«tf,  with  iklicately  crimped  edge.  The  path  she  had   followed   was 

rose  and  fell  as  softly  as  a  swelling  nothing  but  the  stony  bed  which  a 

wave.     More  than  one  sharp  stone  winter  torrent  had  left  dry,  and 

remred  its  head  right  through  the  which  the  green  hartstongue  had 

midst  of  the  green  pool.  usurped  in  place  of  the  mountain 

Gretchen  looked  round  her,  and  stream.     The  Hercules  Baths  lav 

paused   in   spite   of   herself  ;   she  at  her  feet ;  the  Cursalon  and  the 

oonld  heai"  her  own  heart-beats  in  monster    hotels    turned   up    their 

the  solemn  silence.     But  she  dared  roofs  towards  her.  She  was  close  to 

not  linger,  she  traversed  the  oval  them  and  yet  inseparablv  divided. 

space,  walking  through  the  midst  She  could  count  the  windows  of 

of   the  waving   hartstongue,  and  the   houses    opposite ;   she    could 

then  the  rocks  narrowed  again,  and  even  hear  the  band  of  music  play- 

the  track  dipped  down  steeper  than  ing,  and  distinguish  the  voices  of 

before.    It  must  be  a  very  luiort  cut  the  people  ;  but  she  would  have 

indeed,  she  thought,  as  she  waded  to  retrace  the  whole  way  she  had 

throuffh  tangles  of  CTcen  fern  ;  it  come  before  she  could  be  at  home, 

was  ful  she  oonld  do  to  feel  her  With  a  shudder,  the  thought  flashed 

way  down  under  the  thick  over-  upon  her  that  this  was  the  goree 

K^wth  which  masked  the  passage,  which   even    from   below    people 

ere  were  dead  tree-trunks  across  looked  at  in  terror ;  it  was  here 

her  way,    and   bramble-branches  that  the  robbers   had  been  seen 
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watching  the  Hercules  Valley  and  disordered  toilet,  might  not  have 

planning  destruction  to  its  inhab-  passed  for  a  very  fair  imitation  of 

Hants.     How  impossible  the  story  a  brigand.    Even  through  the  dusk 

had  sounded  then  !     How  possible  his  jovial  humour  was  evident ;  the 

it  sounded  now  !     Most  alarmingly  excellent  dinner  of  which,  in  com- 

possible  in  the  silence  of  this  rocky  pany  with  the  men  of  science,  he 

solitude.  had  this  afternoon  partaken,  had 

Gretchen     swept     a     searching  indisputably  left  its  mark.     What 

glance   around    her,   and    in    the  coula  be  the  meaning  of  his  pris- 

same  moment  she  had  to  suppress  ence  here  ?  Gretchen  asked  herself 

an  exclamation  of  fear.     Here,  in-  in  the  first   moment  of  surprise ; 

tleed,  was  food  for  her  terror ;  not  but  in  the  next  already  she   had 

two  paces  off  there  lay  something  remembered  the  Chinese  lantern, 

black  on  the  ground.  and  there  came  back  to  her  recol- 

This   was  something  which  did  lection  the  vast  plans  of  illnmina- 

not  belong  to  the  rocKy  solitude,  tion  for  this  evening  which  Dr  Ko- 

wbich  had  not  grown  there — no  pro-  kovics  was   known    to    entertain. 

duct  of  nature.     Gretchen  stooped  Doubtless  the  floods  of  red  wine 

and  examined  it  ;  it  was  a  wide-  which  had  accompanied  the  excel- 

brimmed  felt  hat — ^just  the   very  lent  dinner  had  served  to  render 

hat  which  a  bandit  might  be  sup-  those    plans    more    vast,  and  had 

posed    to    wear    drawn   over   his  engendered  in  the  doctor's  fertile 

brows.  brain  the  grand  idea  of  lighting  np 

For  a  moment  she    stood  still,  the  gorge  above  the  Cursalon. 

petrified    with    terror,   unable   to  Gretchen   had    recoiled   at    the 

take  her  eyes  off  the  ominous  hat  moment    of   recognition,    bat  the 

all  at  once  ;  but,  rousing  herself,  doctor  advanced,  unchilled  by  his 

she    reflected   that    every   second  reception. 

was  precious.     She  held  her  dress  "  fey  the  club  of  Hercules  ! "  be 

for  fear  of  its  rustling,  and  on  tip-  cried,  "  this  is  luck  !     What  happi- 

toe  she  prepared  to  leave  the  spot,  ness  !  What  sweet  and  unexpected 

Before  she  had  made  two  steps  happiness  ! "  he  ejaculated  rapidly, 

she  got  a  new  fright.     Here  was  shaking  back  his  hair  as  he  oame 

something  which  belonged  as  little  towards  her.     "  To  what  good  star 

to   the   rocky  solitude  as    to   the  do   I  owe  this  meeting  with   the 

bandits ;  for  what  could   robbers  beautiful  Gretchen  ? " 

have  in  common  with  this  coloured-  "  Thank  you,  I  am  going  home,** 

paper    lantern    dangling    from    a  said  Gretchen,  retreating  another 

branch  ?  step,  and  beginning  to  tremble,  for 

A  stone  rolled  close  beside  her,  the   excitement  about    his  words 

and    in  the   same  instant   a  man  and  gestures  was  unmistakable, 

stepped  out  from  behind  a  rock,  and  "  Y  ou     look    f rightened,**  said 

barred  her  passage.     She  screamed  the  doctor,  stopping  and  gasing  at 

with  the  sudden  start.     Her  first  her; ''this  solituaesJarms  yodrgen- 

sensation  was  helpless  terror  ;  her  tie  mind.     But  fear  nothing;  trust 

second  momentary  relief  ;  her  third  yourself  to  me  ;  Kokoyios  is  your 

was  terror  again,  but  terror  of  a    knieht.     This  arm  will ** 

different  sort,  for  the  man  confront-  "I — I  don't  want   to  speak  to 

ing  her  was  no  brigand, — it  was  you,  Dr  Kokovics,"  said  Gretchen, 

Dr  Kokovics.  steadying  her  voice.     ''  I  wish  yon 

Not  that  Dr  Kokovics  at  this  would  let  me  pass." 

moment,  with  his  dishevelled  hair,  She  made  a  step  forward,  bat 

his  flushed  face,  and  his  somewhat  the  movement  aroused  thedoctor'lB 
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excitement  to  an  alarming  degree,  by  your  glorious  presence  to  sweeten 

He  spread  out  his  two  arms  in  snch  my  task  !     You  find   me  working 

a  way  as  to  suggest  a   sigantic  for  the  public  amusement  ;  but  do 

black   bat  preparing    to  9y,   and  not  imagine  that  I  neglect  the  pub- 

effectually  to  bar  the  narrow  en-  lie  for  the  private  on  that  account, 

trance  of  the  gor^e.  How  delightful  such  a  task  will  be 

"  Cruel    Gretcnen  !      By    what  when   shared  by  you !     Together 

crime  have  I  deserved  this  treat-  we   will   labo\ir ;  together  mount 

Inent?      Has    not    my    devotion  the  rocks,  and  hand  in   hand   we 

touched   your  heart?    Why  have  shall  kindle  the  fairy  lamps." 

joa  persisted  in  closing  your  eyes  The  colour  burned   like   a  red 

to  the  humble  verses  I  have  dared  flame   in   Gretchen's    cheek  ;    she 

to   lay  at  your  feet  ?    Why  will  was  shaking  from  head  to  foot,  for 

you  withhold  from  this  poor  love-  the   Roumanian's  glittering    eyes 

sick  heart  struck  her  with  terror. 

'  The  medicine  of  thy  smile '  ? "  "  Dr  Kokovics,  will  you  let  me 

pass  this   instant?     Every   word 

declaimed  the    Roumanian    with  you  say  is  an  insult.     I  refuse  any 

appropriate   quotation     from     his  explanation.     Have  you  forgotten 

latest  Aanza.  that   you   have   a  wife  and  chil- 
dren ?  " 

-  Be  thou  my  doctor  1  >'  "Eight    children!"    cried    the 

he  hummed   softly,   wedding   his  doctor,   with   a   resounding    sigh, 

thought  to  music  on  'the  spur  of  and   he   plunged   both   his    hands 

the  moment.     "Assuredly,  O  fair  into  the  deep  waves  of  his  hair, 

physician,  I  am  not  your  first  case,  "  Me      Hercle  f       Oh     barbarous 

out   undoubtedly   I   am  the  most  cruelty  of  woman  !     You  are  not 

desperate.     Our  correspondence  is  going  to  oast  them  up  all  eight  in 

my   only    solace,   the   one    recipe  niy  face,  fair  Gretchen  ?  " 

wnich  can  cure  my "  "  If  you  do  not  stand  aside  im- 

"  Omt    correspondence  !      How  mediately,"  said  Gretchen,  "  I  shall 

dare  you  speak   of  *our'  corres-  call  for  help  to  the  people  below." 

pondence  ?  "  cried  Gretchen,  with  "  They  could  not  scale  the  rock, 

icy  scorn.  fair  lady  ;   it  would  be  a  useless 

"She  had  retreated  step  by  step,  strain    upon  your  delicate  throat, 

until  she  now  stood  on  the  edge  of  which,  as   a  doctor,  I   could   not 

the   tiny  platform,  looking  down  countenance.      True,   I  have    not 

straight  at  the  houses  below.  Down  the  happiness  of  being  your  medical 

there  the  people  were  talking,  and  attendant  ;   but  in  this   felicitous 

the  music  was  still  playing.     She  moment   who    can    forbid  me   to 

could  coont  the  trees  in  the  garden,  sing — 

she    could    distinguish   the  stone  *  Be  thou  mv  natient '  ? " 

Hercules  at  his  post.     Ah,  if  the  ^  ^ 

god  of  the  valley  would  but  scale  He  came  a  step   nearer   to    her. 

the  rock  and  wield  his  club  in  her  "  Why  this  haste  to  terminate  our 

assistance !     To  be  so  near  help  delightful  meeting  ?     Consider  the 

and  yet  so  far,  made  the  situation  beauty  of  the  spot !     Look  at  the 

only  the  more  tantalising  weirdly  towering  rocks  all  around 

"  Yes,  our  correspondence,  fair  us,  the  carpet  of  waving  fern  at  our 

Gretchen  ;  but  I  will  reproach  you  feet;  we  are  in  the  heart  of  nature; 

DO  longer.     This  rencontre  makes  what  place  more   beautiful  for  a 

up  for  everything ;  how  gracious  lovers'   meeting  ?      My  muse  in- 

of  you  to  meet  me  here,  and  thus  spires  me — the  verses  are  crowd irg 
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to  my  head  ;  I  shall  write  a  sonnet    drunken    strength.      The     whole 
upon  this  happy  moment !  ^  scene  swam  in  her  brain, — rocks 

'<  Let  me  pass, — let  me  pass  !  ^    and  trees  and    Chinese    lanterns 
cried  Gretchen,  in  an  a^ony,  posh-    were  blended   into  one    formless 
ing  out  her  two  hands  before  her,    mass, 
for  the  doctor,  flushed  and  smiling,        *'  I  could  never  allow    that, — 

was  slowly  coming  nearer.      On    by  the  club  of    Her "     The 

one  side  tnis  odious  man,  on  the  Itoumanian's  customary  invocation 
other  the  precipice.  Would  not  turned  suddenly  into  something 
the  precipice  be  the  lesser  evil  of  that  sounded  very  like  a  curse, 
the  two  ?  In  her  terror  she  almost  Was  that  the  doctor's  voice  ? 
thought  so  ;  she  did  not  shrink  as  With  a  wrench  Gretchen  felt 
she  measured  the  black  and  giddy  herself  freed,  and,  looking  up,  she 
cliff.  Might  she  not  save  herself  saw  what  looked  like  Dr  Eoko- 
by  clinging  to  a  ledse,  or  to  one  of  vies  turned  into  two  Dr  Kokovicses, 
those  strong-armed  oushes  below  ?    and   the  first  Eokovics  grappling 

Her  bewilderment  was  so  great  with  the  second  in  the  dust, 
that  she  had  not  heard  an  ap-  Terror  had  so  blinded  her,  that 
proachins  sound  coming  down  the  she  could  not  at  once  understand 
gorge.  iTow  a  distinct  shout  what  had  happened ;  she  could 
struck  her  ear  ;  it  was  the  same  only  stand  by,  staringhelplessly  at 
sound  which  had  scared  her  in  the  those  fighting  men.  Had  the  eod 
wood  a  little  time  ago.  It  must  of  the  valley  come  indeed  to  lier 
be  the  robbers  conung  ;  but  the  assistance  ?  and  were  those  the 
robbers  could  not  make  matters  strokes  of  his  weapon  ?  The  walla 
worse  than  they  were,  and  possibly  of  rock  threw  back  the  sounda 
they  might  make  them  better,  which  struck  upon  them,  and  they 
With  what  delight  she  would  yield  were  ghastly  sounds  indeed ;  hot 
up  her  purse  and  her  ear-rings  in  curses  and  heavy  blows  following 
order  to  be  rid  of  this  odious  upon  each  other  furiously  and  fast, 
man  !  ^ever,  until  this  moment,  had  man 

«  We  are  wasting  our  moments,  dared  to  desecrate  with  his  passion 
beautiful  Gretchen ! "  cried  the  this  wild  sanctuary  of  nature, 
doctor,  advancing.  ^^  You  cannot  Both  combatants  were  tall  and 
deny  me  one  kiss  !  "  strong,  but  the  Roumanian  was 

''If  you  come  a  step  nearer,  I  perhaps  rather  less  steady  on  his 
shall  jump  down  the  rock,''  she  legs  than  usual.  It  was  not  a 
said,  deadly  pale  by  this  time.       *    minute  after  the  first  attack  that 

**  I  could  never  allow  that — as  one  of  the  two  men  was  down,  on 
a  doctor,"  said  the  Roumanian  ;  the  very  brink  of  the  abyss,  and 
and  as  she  stood  with  one  foot  his  opponent  above  him,  with  one 
on  the  brink,  he  seized  both  her  knee  on  his  chest,  and  bis  hands 
hands  and  drew  her  forward.  upon  his  throat. 

With   the  fury  of  despair,  she        Gretchen  uttered  a  half-stifled 
struggled  ;  her  teeth  set,  ner  eyes    scream,  for  it  seemed  as  if  the  con- 
flaring  wildly.     The  leap  down  the    queror,  in  the  heat  of  his  victory, 
rock  would  have  been  easy  at  that    were  going  to  fling  the  vanquished  ' 
moment,  for  close  before  her  was    man  down  that  fearful  rook, 
the  Roumanian's  flushed  face.  At  the  sound  of  her  voice  the 

She  shut  her  eyes,  and  shuddered  kneeling  man  turned,  and  in  the 
in  sickening  dread  ;  his  fingers  failing  light  she  recognised  Vin- 
closed  round   her  wrists    with  a    cenz  Komers. 
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ON  SOME  OF  SHAKESPEARE'S  FEMALE  CHARACTERS  : 

BY   ONS   WHO    HAB  PSB80NATSD   THBK. 

Vin.— BEATRICE. 

"  There  wte  a  atar  daxkced,  and  under  that  was  I  bom.** 

DxAB  Mb.  Ruskin, —  I  wrote  of  Rosalind.  Her  char- 
I  am  glad  to  see  by  your  letter  acteris  not  to  me  so  engaging.  We 
that  Beatrice  is  a  favourite  with  might  hope  to  meet  in  Hfe  some- 
yon.  The  heresy  of  Campbell  and  thing  to  remind  us  of  Beatrice  ; 
others,  that  describes  her  as  a  com-  but  m  onr  dreams  of  fair  women 
poond  of  tomboy,  flirt,  and  shrew,  Rosalind  stands  out  alone. 
— "an  odious  woman,**  I  think.  Neither  are  the  circumstances 
Campbell  calls  her, — has  mani-  under  which  Beatrice  comes  before 
festly  not  enlisted  you  among  its  us  of  a  kind  to  draw  us  so  closely 
adherents.  Whilst,  therefore,  I  to  her.  Unlike  Rosalind,  her  lifo 
am  sure  of  your  sympathy  in  has  been  and  is,  while  we  see  her, 
trying  to  put  into  words  the  con-  one  of  pure  sunshine.  Sorrow  and 
ception  of  this  brilliant  and  charm-  wrong  have  not  softened  her  nature, 
ing  woman  which  I  endeavoured  nor  taken  off  the  keen  edge  of  her 
to  embody  on  the  stage,  still  I  wit.  When  we  are  introduced  to 
must  approach  the  subject  with  her,  she  is  the  great  lady,  bright, 
ffreat  trepidation,  as  ^ou  tell  me  brilliant,  beautiful,  enforcing  ad- 
Uiat  von  are  "  listening  with  all  miration  as  she  moves  ''  in  maiden 
Toar  heart  to  what  I  shall  say  of  meditation  fancy  free  "  among  the 
her.^  I  cannot  dare  to  hope  that  fine  ladies  and  accomplished  gal- 
I  shall  throw  much  light  upon  the  lants  of  her  circle.  Up  to  this 
character  that  will  be  new  to  you,  time  there  has  been  no  call  upon 
who  have  shown,  in  so  many  places,  the  deeper  and  finer  qualities  of 
how  thorough  has  been  your  studv  her  nature.  The  sacred  fountain 
of  Shakespeare's  heroines,  and  witn  of  tears  has  never  been  stirred 
what  loving  insight  yon  have  used  within  her.  To  pain  of  heart  she 
them  to  illustrate  the  part  women  has  been  a  stranger.  She  has  not 
have  plaved,  and  are  meant  to  play,  learned  tenderness  or  toleration 
in  bringing  sweetness  and  comfort,  under  the  discipline  of  suffering 
and  help  and  moral  strength,  into  or  disappointment,  of  unsatisfied 
man's  troubled  and  perplexing  life,  veaming  or  failure.  Her  life  has 
The  lesson    Shakespeare    teaches  been 

seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  in   ac-  '*  A  summer  mood, 

cordance  with    your    own   belief,  To  which  all  pleasant  things  have  come 

expressed  in  many  ways,  "  that  no  unsought," 

man  ever  lived  a  right  life  who  had  and   across  which  the  shadows  of 

not  been  chastened  by  a  woman's  care  or  sorrow  have  never  passed. 

love,  strengthened  by  her  courage.  She  has  a  quick  eye  to  see  what  is 

and  guided  by  her  discretion."  weak  or  ludicrous  in  man  or  woman. 

Of  Beatrice  I  cannot  write  with  The    impulse    to  speak     out   the 

the  same   full  heart,  or  with  the  smart  and   poignant  things    that 

sameglow  of  sympathy,  with  which  rise  readily  and  swiftly  to  her  lips, 
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is  irresistible.  She  does  not  mean  man.  The  train  is  laid,  and  only 
to  infiict  pain,  though  others  be-  requires  a  spark  to  kindle  it  into 
sides  Benedick  must  at  times  have  flame.  How  this  is  done  by  Shake- 
felt  that "  every  word  stabs."  She  speare,  and  with  what  exquisite 
simply  rejoices  in  the  keen  sword-  skill,  will  be  more  and  more  felt 
play  of  her  wit  as  she  would  in  the  more  closely  the  structure  of 
any  other  exercise  of  her  intellect  the  play  and  the  distinctive  quali- 
or  sport  of  her  fancy  In  very  ties  of  the  actors  in  it  are  studied, 
gaiety  of  heart  she  flashes  around  I  think,  indeed,  this  play  should 
her  the  playful  lightning  of  sar-  rank,  in  point  of  dramatic  construe- 
casm  and  repartee,  thinking  of  tion  and  development  of  character, 
them  only  as  something  to  make  with  the  best  of  Shakespeare's 
the  time  pass  brightly  by.  "I  works.  It  has  the  further  distiuc- 
was  born,"  she  says  of  herself,  **  to  tion,  that  whatever  is  most  valuable 
speak  all  mirth  and  no  matter."  in  the  plot  is  due  solely  to  his  own 
Again,  when  Don  Pedro  tells  her  invention.  In  this  respect  it  differs 
she  has  "a  merry  heart,"  she  an-  signally  from  "  As  You  Like  It."  In 
swers,  "Yea,  my  lord,  I  thank  it ;  "The  Tale  of  6amelyn,"and  more 
poor  fool,  it  keeps  on  the  windy  particularly  in  Lodge's  "  Rosa- 
side  of  care."  And  what  does  her  lynde,"  Shakespeare  found  ready 
uncle  Leonato  say  of  her  ? —  to  his  hand  the  main  plot  of  that 

-There's  little  of  the  melancholy  Pi^^!  *"^  fluggestioiw   for   several 

element  in  her,  my  lord  :  she  is  never  ^^  ^^^  characters.     With  his  usual 

sad  but  when  she  sleeps,  and  not  ever  wonderful  aptitude,  he  assimilated 

sad  then  ;  for  I  have  heard  my  daugh-  everything  that  could  be  turned  to 

ter  say,  she  hath  often  dreamt  of  un-  dramatic  account.     Yet  his    debt 

happiness    and    waked   herself  with  was,  after  all,  of  no  great  aimount. 

laughing. "-(Act  ii.  sc.  1.)  He  had  to  discard   far  more  than 

Wooers  she   has  had,  of  ^course,  he  adopted.     The  story  with    the 

not  a  few  ;  but,  she  has  "  mocked  actors  in  it  became  a  new  creation  ; 

them  all  out  of  suit."     Very  dear  and  by  infusing  into  a  pretty  but 

to  her  is  the  independence  of  her  tedious   pastoral    and    some   very 

maidenhood, — for  the  moment  has  unreal    characters  a  purpose   and 

not  come  when   to  surrender  that  a  life  which   were  exclusively  his 

independence  into  a  lover's  hands  own,   he  transmuted  mere  pebbles 

is  more  delightful  than  to  maintain  into   sems.     But  neither   for  plot 

it.     But  though  in  the  early  scenes  nor  character  was  he  indebted  to 

of  the  play  she  makes  a  mock  of  any    one   in   "Much  Ado   About 

wooers  and  of  marriage,  with  ob-  Nothing."     It  is,  no   doubt,  true 

vious  zest  and  with  a  brilliancy  of  that   in  Ariosto  and  Bandello,  and 

fancy  and   pungency   of  sarcasm  in  our  own  Spenser,  he  found  the 

that  mi^ht  well  appal  any  ordinary  incident    of     an     innocent     lady 

wooer,   it  is   my  conviction   that,  brought  under  cruellest  suspicion 

though   her  heart  has  not  as  yet  by  the  base  device  of  which  Hero 

been  touched,  she  has  at  any  rate  is  the  victim.     Here,  however,  his 

begun  to  see  in  "  Signer  Benedick  obligation  ends  ;  and  but   for  the 

of  Padua"  qualities   which   have  skill  with   which   this  incident   is 

caught  her  fancy.     She  has  noted  interwoven  with  others,  and  a  num- 

him  closely,  and  his  ima^e  recurs  ber  of  characters  brought  upon  the 

unbidden  to   her  mind  with  a  f re-  scene,  which  are  wholly  of  his  own 

quency  which  suggests  that  he  is  creating,  it  would  be  of  little  value 

at  least  more  to  her  than  any  other  for  dramatic  purposes. 
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How  happy  was  the  introduc-    short,  to  captivate  the  imagination 
tion  of    such  men  as  Dogberry —    of  a  very  young  girl,  such   as   I 
•dear,   delightful   Dogberry  ! — and    then  was.     It  was  no  small  surprise 
his  band,  "  the  shallow  fools  who    to  me  when  Mr  Charles  Kemble, 
brought  to  light "  the   flimsy  vil-    who  was  playing  a  series  of  fare- 
lainy  by  which  Don   Pedro    and    well  performances  at  Covent  Gar- 
Olandio  had  allowed  themselves  to    den,  where  I  had  made  my  debut 
be  egregiously  befooled  ?  How  true    on  the  stage  but   a  few   months 
to   the   irony  of  life  was  the   ac-    before,   singled   me    out  to    play 
•cident,  due    also  to  Shakespeare's    Beatrice  to  his   Benedick,  on  the 
invention,  of  Leonato's  being  too    night  when  he  bade   adieu  to  his 
much  bored  by  their  tedious  prate,    profession.     That  I,  who  had  hith- 
and  too  busy  with  the  thought  of    erto  acted   only  the  young   tragic 
his  daughter's  approaching  marri-    heroines,   was   to    be    thus   trans- 
age,  to  nsten  to  them,  and  thus  not    ported  out  of  my  natural   sphere  . 
hearing  what  would  have  prevent-    into  the   strange    world  of  high 
ed  the  all  but  tragic  scene  in  which    comedy,  was  a  surprise  indeed.  To 
that  marriage  is  broken  off  !     And    consent  seemed  to  me  nothing  short 
how  much  happier  than  all  is  the    of  presumption.     I  urged  upon  Mr 
way  in  which   the  wrong  done  to    Kemble  how  utterly  unqualified  I 
Hero  is  the  means  of  bringing  into    was   for    such     a    venture.      His 
view  the  fine  and  generous  elements    answer  was,  "  I  have  watched  you 
of  Beatrice's  nature, — of  showing    in  the  second  act  of  Julia  in  *  The 
Benedick  how   much   more   there    Hunchback,'  and  I  know  that  you 
was  in  her  than   he  had  thought,    will    by-and-by     be     able  to   act 
and  at  the  same  time  proving  to    Shakespeare's  comedy.      I  do  not 
her,  what  she  was  previously  quite    mean  *  now,'  because  more  years, 
prepared  to  "  believe  better  than    greater  practice,  greater  confidence 
reportingly,"  that    he    was   of  a    m  yourself,  must  come  before  ^ou 
truly  "  noble  strain,"  and  that  she    will  have  sufiicient  ease.      But  do 
mignt  safely  intrust  her  happiness    not  be   afraid.     I    am  too   much 
to  his  hands  !    Viewed  in  this  light,    your  friend  to  ask  you  to  do  any- 
the  play  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mas-    thing  that  would  be  likely  to  prove 
terpiece  of  construction,  developed    a  failure."     This  he  folio  wed.  up  bv 
with   consummate  skill,  and  held    offering   to   teach  me   ^^  the  ousi- 
together  by  the  unflagging  interest    ness  "  of  the  scene.     What  could  I 
which   we   feel    in    Beatrice    and    do  ?    He  had,  from  my  earliest  re- 
Benedick,  and   in  the  progress  of    hearsals,  been  uniformly  kind,  help- 
the  amusing  plot  by  which   they    ful,   and   encouraging — how  could 
arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  their  own    I   say   him   "  Nay  "  ?     My  friends 
hearts.  too,  who  of  course  acted  for  rae, 

I  was  called  upon  very  early  in  as  I  was  under  age,  considered  that 
my  career  to  impersonate  Beatrice,  I  must  consent.  I  was  amazed  at 
but  I  must  frankly  admit  that,  some  of  the  odd  things  I  had  to 
while,  as  I  have  said,  I  could  not  say, — not  at  all  from  knowing  their 
but  admire  her,  she  had  not  taken  meaning,  but  simply  because  I  did 
hold  of  my  heart  as  my  other  not  even  surmise  it.  My  dear  home 
heroines  had  done.  Indeed  there  instructor,  of  whom  I  have  often 
is  nothing  of  the  heroine  about  spoken  in  these  letters,  said,  "  My 
her,  nothing  of  romance  or  of  cnild,  you  will  do  this  very  well. 
poetic  suggestion  in  the  circum-  Only  give  way  to  natural  joyous- 
stances   of    her    life — nothing,   in    ness.     Have  no  fear.     Let  yourself 
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go  free  ;  you  cannot  be  vulgar,  if  last  time  one  does  anything  is,  I 

you  tried  ever  so  hard."  think,  well  kept  from  ns.    1  see 

And  so  the  performance  came,  now  the  actors  in  the  play  askings 
and  went  off  more  easily  than  I  for  a  remembrance  of  the  night, — 
had  imagined, — as  so  many  dreaded  cloves,  handkerchiefs,  feathers,  one 
events  of  our  lives  do  pass  away,  by  one  taken  from  the  hat,  then 
without  any  of  the  terrible  things  the  hat  itself, — all,  in  short,  thai 
happening  which  we  have  torment-  could  be  severed  from  the  dress. 
ed  ourselves  by  anticipating.  The  I,  whose  claim  was  as  nothing  com- 
night  was  one  not  readily  to  be  pared  to  that  of  others,  stood  aside, 
forgotten.  The  excitement  of  greatly  moved  and  sorrowful,  weep- 
having  to  act  a  character  so  dif  •  ing  on  my  mother's  shoulder,  when, 
ferent  from  any  I  had  hitherto  as  the  exciting  scene  was  at  last 
attempted,  and  the  anxiety  natural  drawing  to  a  close,  Mr  Kemble 
to  the  effort,  filled  my  mind  en-  saw  me,  and  exclaimed,  '^  What ! 
tirely.  I  had  no  idea  of  the  scene  My  Lady  baby  '  Beatrice  all  in 
which  was  to  follow  the  close  of  the  tears  !  What  shall  I  do  to  corn- 
comedy,  so  that  it  came  upon  me  fort  her !  What  can  I  eive  her  in 
quite  unexpectedly.  remembrance    of  her   first  Bene- 

The  "  farewell "  of  a  great  actor  dick  ?  "  I  sobbed  out,  "  Give  me 
to  the  arena  of  his  triumphs  was  the  book  you  studied  Benedick 
something  my  imagination  had  from."  He  answered,  '^  You  shall 
never  pictured,  and  all  at  once  have  it,  and  many  others ! "  He 
it  was  brought  most  impressively  kept  his  word,  and  I  have  still  two 
before  me,  touching  a  deep  saa  small  volumes  in  which  are  collect- 
minor  chord  in  my  young  life.  It  ed  many  of  the  plays  in  which  he 
moved  me  deeply.  As  I  write,  the  acted,  and  also  some  in  which  his 
exciting  scene  comes  vividly  before  daughter,  Fanny  Kemble,  who  waa 
me, — the  crowded  stage,  the  press-  then  married  and  living  in  Ameri- 
ing  forward  of  all  who  had  been  ca,  had  acted.  These  came  with 
Mr  Kemble's  comrades  and  con-  a  charming  letter  on  the  title-psM 
temporaries, — the  good  wishes,  the  addressed  to  his  ^'dear  little  friena'' 
farewells  given,  the  tearful  voices.  He  also  told  my  mother  to  bring 
the  wet  eyes,  the  curtain  raised  me  to  him,  if  at  any  time  she 
again  and  again.  Ah,  how  can  thought  his  advice  might  be  vala- 
any  one  support  such  a  trial  ?  I  able ;  and  on  several  occasions 
determined  in  that  moment  that,  afterwards  he  took  the  trouble  of 
when  my  time  came  to  leave  the  reading  over  new  parts  with  me, 
stage,  I  would  not  leave  it  in  this  and  giving  me  his  advice  and  help, 
way.  My  heart  could  never  have  One  thing  which  he  inipressed  npon 
borne  such  a  strain.  I  need  not  me  I  never  forgot.  It  was,  on  no 
say  that  this  resolve  has  remained  account  to  give  prominence  to  the 
unchanged.  I  could  not  have  ex-  physical  aspect  of  any  painful 
pected  such  a  demonstrative  fare-  emotion.  Let  the  expression  be 
well ;  but,  whatever  it  might  have  genuine,  earnest,  but  not  ugly, 
been,  the  certainty  that  it  is  the  Re  pointed  out  to  me  how  easy 

1 1  must  explain  that  **  baby  "  was  the  pet  name  by  which  Mr  Kemble  always 
called  me.  I  cannot  tell  whv,  unless  it  were  because  of  the  contrast  he  found 
between  his  own  wide  knowleoge  of  the  world  and  of  art,  and  my  innocent  ignor- 
ance and  vouth.  Delicate  heidth  had  kept  me  in  a  quiet  home,  whidi  I  oi^y  left 
at  intervals  for  a  quieter  life  by  the  sea-side,  so  that  I  knew  far  lees  of  tlw  worid 
and  its  ways  than  even  most  girls  of  my  age. 
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ft  was  to  simalate  distortions, — ^to  away.  Both  were  my  true  friends, 
writhe,  for  example,  from  the  sup-  and  were  most  kind  to  me,  each  in 
posed  effect  of  poison,  to  gasp,  to  his  own  way  of  showing  kindness, 
roll  the  'eyes,  Ac.  These  were  Yet  it  was  well  for  my  self-dis- 
tnelodramatic  effects.  Bat  if  pain  trustfal  nature  that  the  gentler 
or  death  had  to  be  simulated,  or  kindness  came  first, 
any  sadden  or  violent  shock,  let  Mr  Eemble  never  lost  an  op- 
them  be  shown,  he  said,  in  their  portunity  of  making  you  happy, 
mental  rather  than  in  their  physi-  When  Joanna  Baillie's  play,  "The 
cal  signs.  The  picture  presented  Separation,"  was  produced  within 
might  be  as  sombre  as  the  darkest  two  months  of  my  first  appearance, 
Rembrandt ;  but  it  must  be  noble  I  had,  in  the  heroine  Margaret,  a 
in  its  outlines,  truthful,  pictur-  very  difficult  part — quite  unlike 
esqae,  but  never  repulsive,  mean,  any  I  had  previously  acted  or  even 
or  commonplace.  It  must  suggest  studied.  The  story  turns  upon  a 
the  heroic,  the  divine  in  human  wife's  hearing  that  before  their 
natnre,  and  not  the  mere  everyday  marriage  her  husband  had  mur- 
struMles  or  tortures  of  this  life,  dered  her  brother.  The  play 
whether  in  joy  or  sorrow,  despair  opens  with  the  wife  learning  the 
or  hopeless  grief.  Under  every  terrible  truth,  just  as  the  tidings 
oircumstanoe  the  CTacefuI,  the  reach  her  that  her  husband  has 
ideal,  the  beautiful,  should  be  returned  safely  from  battle,  and 
^ven  side  by  side  with  the  real.  is  close  at  hand.  Of  course  ^'  the 
I  have  always  felt  what  a  happy  separation  "  ensues.  It  must 
<;ircamstance  it  was  for  a  shy  and  have  been  a  great  trouble  to  Mr 
sensitive  temperament  like  mine,  Eemble,  who  played  Garcio,  the 
that  my  first  steps  in  my  art  should  husband,  to  study  a  new  part  at 
have  been  guided  and  encouraged  that  period  of  his  career,  and  I 
by  a  nature  so  eenerous  and  sym-  wonder  that  he  undertook  it. 
pathetic  as  ob  Kemble's.  He  Tou  may  imagine  how  nervous 
made  me  feel  that  I  was  in  the  and  anxious  I  was  at  attempting 
right  road  to  success,  and  gave  me  the  leading  character  in  a  play 
oourage  by  speaking  warmly  of  my  never  before  acted,  and  one,  more- 
natural  gifts  of  voice,  <fec.,  and  over,  with  which  I  had  little  sym- 
praising  my  desire  to  study  and  pathy.  During  the  first  perform- 
tmprove,  and  my  readiness  in  seiz-  ance  Mr  Kemble  also  appeared 
ing  his  meaning  and  profiting  bv  very  nervous,  and  at  times  seemed 
his  suggestions.  How  different  it  at  a  loss  for  his  words.  He  was 
was  when,  shortly  afterwards,  I  deaf,  too, — not  very  deaf,  but  suffi- 
<^ame  under  Mr  Macreadv's  influ-  ciently  so  to  make  the  prompter's 
«nce  !  Baually  ereat  in  their  art,  voice  of  no  use  to  him.  Happily 
Natore  haa  cast  the  men  in  entirely  I  was  able  on  several  occasions, 
different  moulds.  Each  helped  me,  being  close  to  him,  to  whisper  the 
but  by  processes  wholly  unlike,  words.  How  I  knew  them  I  can 
The  one,  while  pointing  out  what  hardly  tell,  because  we  had  not 
was  wrong,  brought  the  balm  of  en-  copies  of  the  play  to  study  from, 
couragement  and  hope  ;  the  other,  but  only  our  own  manuscript  parts. 
like  the  surgeon  who  *'  cuts  beyond  But  I  had  heard  him  repeat  them 
the  wound  to  make  the  cure  more  at  rehearsal,  and  they  had  fixed 
certain,"  was  merciless  to  the  feel-  themselves  in  my  memory.  Nat- 
inn,  where  he  thought  a  fault  or  a  urally  I  thought  nothing  of  this 
delect   might  so  best  be   pruned  at  the  time.     The  next  morning. 
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when  we  met  upon  the  stage  to  I  heard.  How  fine  was  his  Mer- 
make  some  little  changes  in  the  cutio  ?  What  brilliancy^  what  ease^ 
play,  Mr  Kemble  spoke  openly  of  what  spontaneous  flow  of  fancy  in 
the  help  I  had  been  to  him,  mak-  the  Queen  Mab  speech  !  The  very 
ing  very  much  more  of  it  than  it  start  of  it  was  suggestive — "  Oh^ 
deserved,  and  above  all,  marvelling  then,  I  see  Queen  Mab"  (with  an 
at  the  self-command  of  the  little  emphasis  on  "  Mab  ")  '^  hath  been 
novice,  coming  with  so  much  readi-  witn  you  !  "  How  exquisite  wa» 
ness  to  support  an  old  actor,  who  the  play  of  it  all,  ima^e  rising  up^ 
should  have  been  on  the  look-out  after  image,  and  crowding  one  upon 
to  do  that  office  for  her.  I  was  another,  each  new  one  more  fanci- 
much  ashamed  to  be  praised  for  so  ful  than  the  last !  '*  Thou  talk'st 
small  a  thing.  But  how  quietly  of  nothing,"  says  Romeo  ;  but  oh, 
glad  was  the  little  mouse  when  what  nothings  !  As  picture  after 
she  found  that  she  had  helped,  picture  was  brought  before  you  by 
ever  so  slightly,  her  good  fnend  Mr  Kemble's  skill,  with  the  just 
the  noble  lion  !  *  emphasis  thrown  on  every  word^ 
Mr  Kemble  seemed  to  my  eyes  yet  all  spoken  "  trippingly  on  the 
before  everything  pre-eminently  a  tongue,"  what  objects  that ,  one 
gentleman.  And  this  told,  as  it  might  see  or  touch  could  be  more- 
always  must  tell,  when  he  enact-  real  ?  I  was  disappointed  in  hia 
ed  ideal  characters.  There  was  reading  of  Juliet,  Desdemona,  &q. 
a  natural  grace  and  dignity  in  His  heroines  were  spiritless,  tear- 
his  bearing,  a  courtesy  and  un-  ful,  creatures  too  merely  tender, 
studied  deference  of  manner  in  without  distinction  or  individual- 
approaching  and  addressing  wo-  ity,  all  except  Lady  Macbeth,  into 
men,  whether  in  private  society  or  whom  I  could  not  help  thinking 
on  the  stage,  which  I  have  scarcely  some  of  the  spirit  of  his  great  sister,, 
seen  equalled.  Perhaps  it  was  not  Mrs  Siddons,  was  transfused.  But,, 
quite  as  rare  in  his  day  as  it  is  in  truth,  I  cannot  think  it  possible- 
now.  What  a  lover  he  must  have  for  any  man's  nature  to  simulate  a 
made  !  What  a  Romeo !  What  woman's,  or  vice  versd.  Therefore 
an  Orlando !  I  got  glimpses  of  it  is  that  I  have  never  cared  very 
what  these  must  nave  been  in  the  much  to  listen  to  '^  readings  "  of 
readings  which  Mr  Kemble  gave  entire  plays  by  any  single  person, 
after  he  left  the  stage,  and  which  I  have  sometimes  given  them  my- 
I  attended  diligently,  with  heait  self  ;  but  only, like  Beatrice,  "upon 
and  brain  awake  to  profit  by  what  great  persuasion." 

'  I  shall  never  forget  my  surprise,  when  one  day,  during  the  run  of  "  Separa- 
tion," on  going  into  the  Soho  Bazaar,  and  coming  to  the  doll-stall — a  not-forgot- 
ten spot  of  interest  for  me — I  saw  myself  in  a  doll,  labelled  **  Miss  Helen  Faudt 
HvS  the  Lady  Margaret  in  *  Separation.'  "  Such  things  were  very  unusual  then, 
and  I  felt  just  a  little — not  proud,  but  happy.  The  doll's  dress  was  exactly 
mine — copied  most  accurately.  I  am  sure,  had  I  not  thought  it  vain,  I  should 
have  liked  to  buy  my  doll-self.  But  again,  perhaps  my  fimds  might  not  have 
allowed  it,  and  I  felt  too  shy  to  ask  the  price  :  it  was  a  grandly  got  up  lady, 
and  although  my  salary  was  the  largest  ever  given  in  those  days,  I  was,  as  a 
minor,  only  allowed  by  my  friends  a  slight  increase  to  the  pocket-money  which- 
had  been  mine  before.  Happily  for  me,  both  then  and  since,  money  has  ever 
been  a  matter  of  slight  importance  in  my  regard.  Success  in  my  ait,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  freshness  and  freedom  of  spirit  which  are  essential  to  true 
distinction,  were  always  my  first  thought. 
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1  this  digression.  It  was  counters  between  her  and  Bene- 
my  way  to  live,  with  the  dick.  You  remember  what  old 
"B I  represented,  that  when  Fuller  says  of  the  wit  combats 
•wn  to  write,  my  mind  between  Ben  Jonson  and  Shake- 
'  wanders  off  into  things  speare,  in  which  he  likens  Jonson 
ppened  to  me  in  connection  to  a  Spanish  galleon,  '^  built  high, 
representation  of  them.  It  solid,  but  slow  ; "  and  Shakespeare 
9  time  before  I  again  per.  to  an  English  man-of-war,  '^  lesser 
Beatrice,  and  then  I  had  in  bulk,  but  lighter  in  sailing, 
benedick  Mr  James  Wal-  tacking  about,  and  taking  advan- 
e  was  by  that  time  past  tage  of  all  winds  by  the  quickness 
dian  of  his  life ;  but  he  of  his  wit  and  invention."  It  is 
ipirit  and  grace  into  the  just  this  quickness  of  wit  and  in- 
ich,  added  to  his  fine  figure  vention  which  is  the  special  char- 
ant  bearing,  made    him,  acteristic    of  both   Benedick   and 

Mr  Charles  Kemble,   al-  Beatrice.    In  their  skirmishes,  each 

ar  beneath  him,  the  best  vies  with  each  in  trying  to  outflank 

I  whom  I  have  ever  seen,  the  other  by  jest  and  repartee  ;  and, 

K>mething  of  the  fire,  the  as  is  fitting,  the  victory  is  generally 

youthfulness    of   spirit,  ^vith  the  lady,  whose  adroitness  in 

rare,  the  fine  courtesy  of  ''  tacking  about,  and  taking  advan- 

which  made  the    acting  tage  of  all  winds,"   gives  her  the 

jrs  of  this  type  delightful  !  advantage  even  against  an  adver- 

s  time  I  had  made  a  great-  sary  so  formidable  as  Benedick, 
of  the  play  ;  moved  more        That  Beatrice  is  beautiful,  Shake- 

1  my   art,  and  was  there-  speare  is  at  pains  to  indicate.     If 

le    to  throw  myself    into  what  Wordsworth  says  was  ever 

•acter   of    Beatrice    more  true  of  any  one,  assuredly  it  was 

jly  than  in  the  days  of  my  true  of  her,  that 

'.     The  oftener  I  played  it,  ,, .-..  ,  .    ,.         #  j  t  v.* 

>  the  character  gr^w^non  nlSi^hTfoi^t^Utely height." 
le  view  I  had  taken  of  it  ^      ^ 

ilso  to  find  favour  with  my  Accordingly  we  picture  her  as  tall, 

ts.    1  well   remember    the  and  with  the  lithe  elastic  grace  of 

I  felt,  when  some  chance  motion  which  should  come  of  a  fine 

rote  of  my  Beatrice,  that  figure  and  high  health.     We  are 

"  a  creature  overflowing  very  early  made  to  see  that  she  is 

yousness, — raillery     itself  the  sunshine  of  her  uncle  Leonato's 

her  nothing  more  than  an  house.     He  delights  in  her  quaint, 

f  animal  spirits,  tempered  daring  way  of  looking  at  things  ; 

ne  through  a  soul  of  good-  he  is  proud  of  her,  too,  for  with  all 

That  she  had  a  soul,  brave  her  sportive  and  somewhat  domi- 

srous  as  well  as  good,  it  neering  ways,  she  is  every  inch  the 

ays  my  aim  to  show.     All  noble  lady,  bearing  herself    in   a 

easy  work  to  me  on  the  manner  worthy  of  her  high  blood 

To  do  it  with  my  pen  is  a  and  courtly  breeding.     He  knows 

er  task  ;  but  I  must  try.  how  good  and  sound  she  is  in  heart 

jr  be  a  mere  fancy,  but  I  no    less    than    in   head, — one    of 

lelp  thinking  that  Shake-  those  strong  natures  which  can  be 

ound  peculiar  pleasure  in  counted  on  to  rise  up  in  answer  to 

neation  of  Beatrice,    and  a  call  upon  their  courage  and  fer- 

>ecially  in  devising  the  en-  tility  of  resource  in  any  time  of 
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difficulty  or  trouble.  Her  shrewd,  people  are  apt  to  do,  over  their  re- 
sharp  sayings  have  only  a  pleasant  spective  circles.  Benedick  oould 
piquancy  for  him.  Indeed,  how-  scarcely  have  failed  to  have  drafm 
ever  much  weak  colourless  natures  the  fire  of  Beatrice  by  his  avowed 
might  stand  in  awe  of  eyes  so  and  contemptuous  indifference  to 
quick  to  detect  a  flaw,  and  a  wit  her  sex,  if  by  nothing  else.  To  be 
so  prompt  to  cover  it  with  ridicule,  evermore  proclaiming,  as  we  may 
there  must  have  been  a  charm  for  be  sure  he  did,  just  as  much  before 
him  and  for  all  manly  natures  in  he  went  to  the  wars  as  he  did  after 
the  very  peril  of  coming  under  his  return,  that  he  rated  all  vomen 
the  fire  of  her  raillery.  A  young,  cheaply,  was  an  offence  which  Beat- 
beautiful,  ^aceful  woman,  flash-  rice,  ready  enough  althouffh  she 
ing  out  brilliant  sayings,  charged  might  be  herself  to  make  epigrams 
with  no  real  malice,  but  with  ]ust  on  the  failings  of  her  sex,  was  cer- 
enough  of  a  sting  in  them  to  pique  tain  to  resent.  Was  it  to  be  borne 
the  self-esteem  of  those  at  whom  that  he  shoald  set  himself  up  as 
they  are  aimed,  must  always,  I  ^^  a  professed  tyrant  to  her  whole 
fancy,  have  a  peculiar  fascination  sex,''  and  boast  his  freedom  from 
for  men  of  spirit.  And  so  we  see  the  vassalage  to  "  love,  the  lord  of 
at  the  very  outset  it  was  with  all "  ?  And  this,  too,  when  he  had 
Beatrice.  Not  only  her  uncle,  but  the  effrontery  to  tell  herself,  **  It 
also  Don  Pedro,  and  the  Count  is  certain  I  am  loved  of  all  Imdies, 
Claudio,  have  the  highest  admira-  only  you  excepted."' 
tion  of  her.  That  she  was  either  It  is  true  that  Beatrice,  when 
a  vixen  or  a  shrew  was  the  last  she  is  pressed  upon  the  point,  has 
idea  that  would  have  entered  their  much  the  same  pronounced  notions 
minds.  ^*  By  my  troth,  a  pleasant-  about  the  male  sex,  and  the  bond- 
spirited  lady  !  "  says  Don  Pedro  ;  age  of  marriap^e.  But  she  does 
and  the  words  express  what  was  not,  like  Benedick,  go  about  pro- 
obviously  the  general  impression  claiming  them  to  all  comers  ;  nm- 
of  all  who  knew  her  best.  ther  does  she  denounce  the  whole 
How  long  Benedick  and  Beatrice  male  sex  for  the  faults  or  vices  of 
have  known  each  other  before  the  the  few.  Besides,  there  has  olear- 
play  begins  is  not  indicated.  I  ly  been  about  Benedick,  in  these 
think  we  may  fairly  infer  that  early  days,  an  air  of  confident  self- 
their  acquaintance  is  of  some  assertion,  a  tendency  to  talk  peo- 
standing.  It  certainly  did  not  pie  down,  which  nave  irritated 
begin  when  Don  Pedro,  Prince  of  Beatrice.  The  name,  "  Signor 
Arragon,  in  passing  through  Mes-  Montanto,"  borrowed  from  the 
sina,  on  the  way  probably  to  attack  language  of  the  Italian  fencing- 
the  Turks,  with  whom  Spain,  Aus-  school,  by  which  she  asks  after 
tria,  and  Venice  were  at  war  about  him  in  the  first  sentence  she  utters, 
the  period  to  which  we  may  reason-  and  her  announcement  that  she 
ablv  assign  the  action  of  the  play,  had  promised  to  "  eat  all  of  his 

Eiclced  Benedick  up,  and  attached  killing,"  seem  to  point  to  the  first 

im  to  his  suite.     They  were  ob-  of  these  faults.     And  may  we  not 

viously  intimate  before  this.     At  take,  as  an  indication  of  the  other, 

all  events,  there  had  been  time  for  her  first  remark  to    himself,    ^*  I 

an  antagonism  to  spring  up  between  wonder  you  will  still  be  talking, 

them,  which   was  natural    where  Signor  Benedick ;    nobody  marks 

both  were  witty,  and  both  accus-  you  : "  and  abo  the  sarcasm  in  her 

tomed  to  lord  it  somewhat,  as  witty  description  of  him  to  her  uncle,  as 
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^Hoo  like   my  lady's  eldest  Bon,  him,  if  for  Dothing  else  than  for  the 

«Yermore  tattling  "  ?  jibes  and  sarcasms  which  had  called 

What  piques  Beatrice  is  the  an-  her  own  exuberance  of  wit  into  play, 

deniable  fact   that  Benedick  is  a  We  shall  not,  I  believe,  do  her 

handsome,  gallant  young  fellow,  a  justice  unless  we  form  some  idea, 

general  favourite,  who  makes  his  such   as  I  have  indicated,  of   the 

|5oints  with  trenchant  effect  in  the  relations  that  have  subsisted  be- 

give  and  take  of  their  wit-combats,  tween  her  and  Benedick  before  the 

and^  in    short,   has  more    of    the  play  opens.  It  would  be  impossible 

qualities  to  win   the  heart  of    a  otherwise  to  understand   why  he 

woman  of  spirit,  than  any  of  the  should  be  uppermost  in  her  thoughts 

gallants  who  have  come  about  her.  when  she  hears  of  the  successful 

he,  on   the  other  hand,  has  the  issue  of  Don   Pedro's  expedition, 

attraction  for    him    of    being    as  so  that  her  first   question  to  the 

clever  as  she  is  handsome, — the  per-  Messenger  who  brings  the  tidings 

son  of  all  his  circle  who  puts  nim  is    whether     Benedick   has    come 

most  upon  his  mettle,  and  who  pays  back  with  the  rest.     Finding  that 

him  the  compliment  of  replying  he  has,  unscathed  ^^  and  as  plea- 

upon  his  sharp  sayings  with  rep-  sant  as  ever  he  was,"  she  proceeds 

artees,    the    brilliancy    of    which  to  show  him  under  no  very  flatter- 

he  cannot  but  acknowledge,  even  ing  aspect.     Her  uncle,  knowing 

while  he  smarts  under  them.     He  how   very   different    Benedick    is 

is,  besides,  far  from  insensible  to  from  the  man  she  describes,  tries 

her  beauty,  as  we  see  by  what  he  to    stop  her    by   saying,  "  Faith, 

says  of  her  to  Clandio  when  con-  niece,   you  tax  Signor    Benedick 

trasting  her  with  Hero.     '^  There  too  much  ;  but  he'll  be  meet  with 

is  her  cousin,  an  she  were  not  pos-  you,   I    doubt    not."     This    only 

•essed  with  a  fury,  exceeds  her  as  stimulates    her    to    such   further 

much  in  beauty  as  the  first  of  May  travesty  of  his  character,  that  the 

doth  the  last  of  December."    No  Messenger  observes,  "  I  see,  lady, 

wonder,  therefore,  that,  as  we  see,  that  the  gentleman  is  not  in   your 

they  have  often  come  into  contact,  books."     In   sheer  enjoyment   of 

creating  no  small   amusement  to  *  her    own    humour,  she    rejoins — 

their  friends,  and  to   none   more  « No  :  and  he  were,  I  would  bum 

than  to  Leonato.     When  Beatrice,  my  study.     But,  I   pray  you,"  she 

in  the  opening  scene  of  the  play,  continues,  insensibly  betraying  her 

says  so  many  biting  things  aoout  interest   in   him   by  the  question, 

Benedick,  Leonato,*  anxious   that  « who   is  his   companion  ? "     And 

the  Messenger  shall  not  carry  away  when  the  Messenger  answers,"  The 

a  false  opinion  of  him  says,  "  You  right  noble  Claudio,"  the  humorous 

must  not,  sir,  mistake  my  niece  ;  exaggeration  of  her  language  gives 

there  is  a  kind  of  merry  war  be-  a  delightful  foretaste  of  what  wt^ 

tween   Signor  Benedick  and  her ;  rnay  expect  when   she  encounters 

they  never  meet  but  there's  a  skir-  Benedick  himself  : — 

mis\i  of  wit  between  them."    Life,  ,,  ^  ^o^ ,    3^  ^.^1  ^^^^  ^p^^  ^^ 

perhaps,  has  not  l^en  so  amusing  ^^  ^  disease :  he  is  sooner  caught 

to  Leonato  since  Signor  Benedick  ^Yi^a  the    pestilence,  and    the    taker 

went  away.     It  is  conceivable  that  runs    presently   mad.     Heaven    help 

Beatrice  herself  may  have  missed  the    noble    Claudio  I^      If    he    have 

» In  some  recent  reproductions  of  Shakespeare's  plays,  the  frequent  repetition 
of  the  name  of  the  Deity  has  struck  most  painfully  upon  my  ear.     I  suppose 
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caught  the  Benedick,  it  will  cost  bim  ing,  Signer  Benedick ;  nobody  marks 

a  thousand  pound  ore  ho  be  cored.  you. 

Mess.  I  will  hold  friends  with  you,  Bene.  What,  my    dear  Lady    Dis- 

lady.  dain  !  are  you  yet  living? 

Beat.  Do,  good  friend.  Beat.  Is  it  possible  disdain  should 

lA^on.  Youil  ne'er  run  mad,  niece.  die,  while  she  hath  such  meet  food  to 

Beat.  No,  not  till  a  hot  January."  feed  it  as  Signer  Benedick?    Courtesy 

.      _        _^  ,  itself  must  convert  to  disdain  if  yoa 

At  this  point  Don  Pedro  enters  come  in  her  presence." 

with  his  suite,  and  Benedick  amons:  t     *i.     j-  i               u-  u   >w 

♦!,««.      T*   ;o   «^*   1^*.^  \.r.f^^^  i,^  I"   the   dialogue   which  ensues^ 

tbem.     It   18   not   long  before  be  t>       j-  i   r  n     ^           •  *    » •       ui 

^«««,o  „.v^.,  ui^^^if  *.Ja  ;i^««^«^^Kr  Benedick  falls  at  once  into  bw  old 

?«n  ?W?T«5  ^Z  n^rj  If  habit  of  boasting  that  women  love 
too,  a  shaft  trom   the   quiver  of,.       i_^^u^x     j  *i 

Beatrice's  wit.  When  Don  Pedro,  ^r^  ^»*  ^^f\\  ^"^  T-  * 
turning  to  Hero,  says,  « I  think  t^*"*-  /"  ^J'**  ^X  "^''•.♦*  "  a 
this  U  four  daughter,^'  ind  I^onato    ^annerij  rather  than  wittv  ;   and 

rejoins,  « Her  mother  hath  many  ^"^^'^  7^7  ««*'"  '•>»»  ^f  ^.'^  ft 

tiiestold  me  so,"  Benedick  strikes  fT  1    *   «"«?""'«>•,  he  is  glad 

in  with  the  somewhat  impertinent  ^  ^JV"^  f.  the  interview,  telline 

freedom    of    a   privileged    jester,  Beatrice, « I  would  my  horse  haS 

"Were  you  in  doubt,  lignor,  that  the  speed  of  your  tongue,  and  so 

yon  asked  her  ? "    Leonato  retorts  good  a  oontmuer.     But  keep  your 

upon  him, «  Signor  Benedick,  no  ;    SL* ^^  ""^f    "fiT  '     .  T  Ifv 
for  then  were  |ou  a  child."    "You    S»>e  «  readv  with  her  retort-"  Yoa 

have  it  full,  feenedick,"  exclaims    ?'*'«>«  ^""^  7'  u  »  ^"^^  ' 

Don   Pedro     «  we  may  guess  by    ^''^,  you  of  old. 

this  what   y^u  are,  being^a  man,^'  Yu""  ^^f""^    -"T  ??*i— ♦IT 

-adding,«^Truly,  the  laly  father's  ^^^  Benedick  remains  behmd  with 

herself  ;l)e  happy ,  lady  !  for  you  are  Clau^io,  he  can   give  ful  vent  to 

like  an  honourable  father."    Bene-  h«  /•sparagement  of  all  woman- 

i;^i,   «   i;f*i«   «f.,.,^  I.,,  T^« 4^^»  kind  with  no  fear  of  rebuke.     Id 

(iick,  a  little   stunc^   by  JiConato  s        .      ,         r^^     ji'     ^      ^         *      ^ 

^^.  «lf^^    ^^^  ^-^^ro   L,A^       ujc  vain  does  Glaudio  try  to  extract 

repartee,   now  grows   rude.  if  i?         !_•  ^  ...  • 

Signor  Leonato,"  he  says,  "be  her  f^om  him  some  encouragement  id 

father,  she   would    not^  have   his  ^«  admiration  of  Lconato's  dangh- 

head   upon   her  shoulders  for   all  *Y  ^era     « In  mine  eyes,'   savs 

MessinsC  as  like  him    as  she  is."  ^•""t?'  l"/  ''  "^*  rTi^  Ji-  C 

The  others  turn  away  to  converse,  ^^^^Z  ^""^^^  <»":      «»'  ^''^''^ 

but  Beatrice,  indignant  at  what  she  ?»?  :«««  "«  such  matter."    Then 

considers  hi^  impertinent   speech  »*  i«  he  drops  out  the  acknowledg- 

to  her  uncle,  addresses  him  Uunt-  "«"*'  »^»'    Beatrice    excels    her 

•     I    with—  cousm  m  beauty  as  "  the  first  of 

°  ^  May  doth  the  last  of  December,** 

"I  wonder  you  will  still  be  talk-  if  only   she  were   not  "possessed 

when  Shakespeare  wrote,  the  lax  use  of  this  sacred  name,  like  many  other  thhigs 
repugnant  to  modem  taste,  was  thought  nothing  of.  In  this  play  the  name  os 
*'  God  "  occurs  continually,  and  upon  the  most  trivial  occasions.  It  so  happen 
that  it  rises  to  Beatrice's  lips  more  often  than  to  any  other's.  In  the  books  from 
which  I  studied,  **  Heaven  "  was  everywhere  substituted  for  it ;  and  I  confess  the 
word  sounds  pleasanter  and  softer  to  my  ear,  besides  being  in  the  circumstances 
less  irreverent.  I  cannot  help  the  feeling,  though  it  may  be  thought  fastidious. 
It  is  a  word  that  should  never  rise  lightly  to  the  lips,  or  be  us^  upon  slight 
cause.  There  are,  of  course,  occasions  when,  even  upon  the  stage,  it  is  the  right 
word  to  use.  But  these  are  rare,  and  only  where  the  prevailing  strain  of  thought 
or  emotion  is  high  and  solemn. 
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with  a  fury" — a  qualification  made  with   the   Prince  on   the  expedi- 

in    very  soreness  at  the  triumph  tion  just  ended,  he  had  looked  od 

her  superior  skill,  in  the  carte  and  Hero — 

tierce  of  badinage,  has  so  recently  ,,  ^^^^  ^  soldier's  eye 

given  her  over  him.     Claudio,  who  r^^^  ^-^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^  rougher  task 'in 
on  seeing  Hero  aeam,  finds  that  i^i^n^ 

the  admiration  he  had  felt  for  her  Than  to  drive  liking  to  the  name  of 
before  going  to  the  war  has  deep-  love. 

ened   into   an   absorbing  passion,  But  now  I  am  returned,  and  that  war- 
writhes  under  the  banter  of  his  „    *^^2?]l^.      i  ^  •    ♦! 
unsvmpathetic  friend,  and  is  very  ^^^^^^^J*^^^"  P^^  ^^°*'  '"^  ^^^"^^ 
glad  to  have  the  support  of  Don  ^^^^^  thronging  soft  and  delicate  de- 
Pedro,  who  now  joms  them.     His          gj^^^ 

coming  is  the  signal  for  Benedick  All  prompting   me  how  fair    young 
to  start  off  afresh  into  protesta-  Hero  is, 

tions   of    his    indifference   to   the  Saying,  Hiked  her  ere  I  went  to  wars/'^ 
whole  female  sex,  and  of  tis  fixed        rj^^^  y^^^      ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^ 

detennmation  to  live  a  bachelor.  ^.     should  he  not  have  urged  his 

\Vhen   Don    Pedro,    who  knows  g^it^  i^  person  ?    Instead  of  doing 

human    nature   a    gr^t  deal   too  go,  however,  he  at  once  adopts  Don 

well  to  take  such  protestations  for  p^^^^,^  suggestion,  that  she  should 

senous  earnest,  savs,  "  I  shall  see  ^^  ^^^^^  g^    ^^^^  ._ 
thee,   ere  I  die,  look    pale   with  ^  '^      ^ 

love,"    Benedick    rejoins,   "With  **I  know  wo  shall  have  revelling  to 
anger,     with     sickness,     or    with  night; 

hunger,   my   lord,  but    not    with  I  will  assume  thy  part  in  some  disguise, 

love  "     Don  Pedro  adheres  to  his  ^°^  *®^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  ^^  Claudio  ; 

love.       uon  jearo  *?^f  ^ff  ^^  ^^^  And  in  her  bosom  FU  unclasp  my  heart, 

opinion,  quoting  the  line,  "  In  time  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  hearing  prisoner  with  th^ 
the    savage    bull    doth    bear  the  f^^^ 

yoke  ; "  and  this  draws  from  Bene-  And  strong  encounter  of  my  amorous 
dick  the  protest,  on  which  so  much  tale." 

of  the  humour  of  what  happens 

afterwards  depends,—  Brides  for  princes  have    often 

been  wooed   by  proxy,   and   with 

Bene.  The  savage  bull  may  ;  but  if  results  not  always  satisfactory  ta 

ever  the   sensible  Benedick  bear  it,  ^^  princes,  but  here  the  order  of 

pluck  off  the  bulPs  horns  and  set  them  ^i,*  *1„    •     '     ^^«j         c„»«i„   ♦u^ 

In  my  forehead  :  and  let  me  be  vilely  ^^^°g«  J^   reversed.       Surely   the 

painted,  and  in  such  great  letters  as  man  who  could  leave  another  to 

they  write,   *  Here  is  good  horse  to  plead  for  him  m  such  a  cause,  can 

hire,'  let  them  signify  under  my  sign,  have  n9  great  strength    of    char- 

*  Here  you  may  see  Benedick  the  mar-  acter  ;  *  and   that   this   is   true   of 

rit'd  man.'  Claudio,  seems  to  me  to  be  very 

^'  ^^:    ^V'  ^  9"^^^  have  not  cleariy  shown  by  his   subsequent 

2!?L'^L^'Sr?^L^th^^^^^  <^ondu<5t.     Presently  we   see    how 
wilt  quake  for  this  snortly.  .,      in  v*       ir    ^      v. 

Bene,    I  look  for  an  earthquake  too,  easily  he   allows    himself    to    be 

then."  swayed,  as  weak  men  will,  by  what 

other  people  say, when  Don  Pedro's 

Benedick  gone,  Claudio  is  free  brother,  Don  .John,  to  gratify  the 

to  open  the  state  of  his  heart  to  his  personal  grudge  he  feels  for  having 

patron  and  friend,  Don  Pedro.  He  been  supplanted  by  Claudio  in  his 

fears  bis  liking  may  seem  too  sud-  brother's    regard,   persuades    him 

den,  and  explains  that  it  was  of  that  Don   Pedro   is  playine   him 

old  standing.     Before  he  had  gone  false,  and  wooing  Hero  for  himself. 


214  On  Some  of  Shakespeare's  Ihmale  Characters  :         [Feb. 

The  discovery  that  this  was  merely  less  than  a  man  ;  and  he  that  is  more 
a  malicious  fiction  would  have  put  tl^an  a  vouth  is  not  for  me,  and  he 
most  men  upon  their  guard  against  ^^  }?  ^^  ^*^°  »  °^*"»  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ 
believing  any  further  innuendofrom      ^^' 

the  same  quarter.  But  Claudio  is  Who  does  not  see  what  a  pleas- 
ready  tp  give  credence  to  Don  John's  ant  person  Beatrice  must  have 
subsequent  accusation  against  Hero,  been  in  her  uncle's  home,  with  all 
and  to  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  this  power  of  saying  the  quaint  and 
it  is  true,  upon  evidence  which  unexpectedthings  which  babble  up 
could  have  misled  no  manly  and  from  an  uncontrollable  spirit  of 
generous  mind.  The  very  look,  enioyment?  Her  frankness  mast 
morose  and  vindictive,  of  Don  indeed  have  been  a  pleasant  foil  to 
John,  ought  to  have  inspired  him  the  somewhat  characterless  and 
with  distrust.  What  that  look  o^rer-gentle  Hero.  See  how  fear- 
was  Beatrice  puts  vividly  before  lessly  she  presently  tells  Hero  not 
us  in  a  sentence  or  two  at  the  open-  to  take  a  husband  of  her  father's 
ing  of  the  Second  Act,  The  wnole  choosing,  unless  he  pleases  herself, 
passage  is  delightful.  She  has  just  heard  of  the  Prinoe*8 

intention  to  make  suit  to  Hero  at 

..  ^       *       TIT         *  n^ 4.  T^u«    ^he  cominff  masked  ball,  and  when 

he^iTs'JSS^r?  Antonio  tells  Hero  that  he  trasts 

Antonio     I  saw  him  not.  8^«  ^^^  "O^  ioWow  Beatrice's  creed, 

Beatrice,    How  tartly  that  gentle-    but "  be  ruled  by  her  father,"  Beat- 
man  looks  I    I  never  can  see  him,  but    rice  rejoins — 
I  am  heart-burned  an  hour  after. 

Hero.  He  is  of  a  very  melancholy  *'  Yes,  faith ;  it  is  mv  cousin's  duly 
disposition.  to  make  curtsey,    and    say,    ^As  n 

Beat.    He  were  an  excellent  man    pleases  vou  :  * — but  vet  for  all  that, 
that  were  made  just  in  the  midway    cousin,  let  him  be  a  handsome  fellow, 
between  him  and  Benedick  :  the  one    or  else  make  another  curtsey,  and  say, 
is  too  like  an  image,  and  says  nothing  ;    '  Father,  as  it  pleases  me  I '  ^' 
and  the  other  too  like  my  lady's  eldest 
son,  evermore  tattling.  Leonato  loves  Beatrice  too  well 

Leon.  Then  half  Signer  Benedick's  to  be  angry  at  this  instigation  to 
tongue  in  Count  John's  mouth,  and  possible  rebellion,  and  only  answers 
half  Ck)unt  John's  melancholy  m  Sig-  \^^^  ^j^|^  ^^e  words,  "  Well,  niece, 
nor  Benedick  8  face —  t  i_         -.  ^       j       is-.*  A 

Beat.  With  a  good  leg,  and  a  good  ^  .^^P^  ^^o  f «  ^^^  ^^^  ^^Y  ^^^ 
foot,  uncle,  and  money  enough  in  his  with  a  husband.  ^^tnoe  is  by 
purse,  such  a  man  could  win  any  no  means  at  the  end  of  her  re- 
woman  in  the  world,— if  he  could  get  sources.  She  is  bent  on  making 
her  good-will.  light  of  all  matrimonial   projects. 

Ijeon.  By  my  troth,  niece,  thou  wilt  j^  ^^at  she  goes  on  to  say  we 
never  get  thee  a  husband,  if  thou  be  y^^^e  the  counterpart  of  what  Bene- 
so  shrewd  of  tongue.  ^j  ,     j       ^^     previous  scene,  had 

Beat For   the   which    blessing        .j'     Vi       Ti  J        «>  o^oi  ^  ««« 

I  am  upon  my  kne<«  every  morning  8^»«  ^^  P^"  ^^jo  »J^.  \**^^"> » 
and  evening.  Lord  \  I  could  not  en-  and  so  the  groundwork  is  laid  for 
dure  a  husband  with  a  beard  on  his  the  coming  contrast  between  their 
face.  .  .  .  protestations  of  resolute  celibacy 

Leon.  You  may  light  upon  a  bus-  and  their  subsequent  engagement. 
band  that  hath  no  beard. 

Beat.  What  should  I  do  with  him  ?  '*■  Beat.  Not  till  Heaven  make  men 
Dress  him  in  my  apparel,  and  make  of  some  other  metal  than  earth. 
him  my  waiting-gentlewoman  ?  He  Would  it  not  grieve  a  woman  to  be 
that  hath  a  b^ra  is  more  than  a  overmastered  with  a  piece  of  valiant 
vouth  :  and  he  that  hath  no  beard  is    dust  I     To  make  account  of  her  life 
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to  a  olod  of  wayward  marl?  No,  uncle,  Beat,  That  I  was  disdainfal,— and 

111  none.    Adam's  sons  are  my  breth-  that  I  had  my  good  wit  oat  of  the 

ren ;  and  truly   I   hold   it  a  sin  to  *  Hundred  Merry  Tales.'" 

matchinmylmdred.  Then,  as  if  the    truth  had  just 

Zaon.  Daughter,  remember  what  ^  a    x.  a            u         x.           *•      ^ 

told  you.    If  the  Prince  do  solicit  you  flashed  upon  her,  she  continues— 

in  that  kind,  you  know  your  answer.  **  Well,  this  was    Signer  Benedick 

Beat,  The  fault  will  be  in  the  music,  that  said  so. 

cousin,  if  you  be  not  wooed  in  good  Bene,  What's  he  ? 

time.      If  the  Prince  be  too  impor-  Beat,  I  am  sure  you  know  him  well 

tunate,  tell  him  there  is  measure  in  enough, 

eyerything,    and  so    dance   out   the  Bene,  Not  J,  believe  me. 

answer.  *    For,  hear  me.  Hero ;  woo-  Beat,   Did    he    never    make    you 

ing,  wedding,  and  repenting,  is  as  a  laugh  ? 

Scotch  jig,  a  measure,  and  a  cinque-  Bene,  I  pray  you,  what  is  he  ? " 

pace.     The  first  suit  is  hot  and  hasty,  -d      .i.-    ^-         t>       j-  i    i^      , 

like  a  Scotch  jig,  and  fuU  as  fantasti-  ^1  this  time   Benedick  has  be- 

cal ;  the  weddii^;,  mannerly-modest,  gun  to  wish  himself  anywhere  but 

full  of  state  and  ancientry  ;  and  then  where  he  is.      But  his  restlessness 

comes  repentance,  and,  with  his  bad  only  stimulates  Beatrice  to  take  her 

l^gs,  falls  into  the  cmcjue-pace  faster  {^\{  revenge    upon   him  by   pre- 

and  faster,  till  he  sink  into  his  grave,  genting  him  in  the  light  which,  to 

initS^w^r''' ^""^  ""^^             ^*  a  high  spirited  man,  would  be  in- 

^eat,  I  have  a  good  eye,  uncle :    I  tolerable.      Never  a|ain  shall  he 

can  see  a  church  by  dayliirht."  venture  to  say  she  had  her  wit  out 

„    ,.       .              .\,               .  of 'The  Hundred  Merry  Tales.' 

Beatnce  is  now  in  the  gayest  '' 

spirits,  and  in  the  very   mood  to  .   '*  ^^-    ^»,,¥  ^    ^?  Prince's 

enoounterri^r  old  enemf,  Benedick.  Jester  :  a  very  dull  fool ;  only  his  gift 

u^   ««v«w^.«.  f/v^iinrifi.  il  fK^  ^..^^^i  ^    1^  devismg    impossible    slanders. 

He  appear*  forthwith  at  the  revel  ^^^^  ^^^^  liblrtineT^light  in  him  ; 

at  Leonato  s  house,  masked  like  the  and  the  commendation  is  not  in  his 

other  guests.  Benedick  has  thrown  wit  but  in  his  viUainy ;  for  he  both 

himself  in  her  way  ;  he  has  danced  pleases  men  and    angers  them,   and 

with  her  ;  and  thinking  she  does  then  they    laugh    at   him  and  beat 

not  penetrate  the  disguise  of  his  .him.  ..." 

domino  and  mask,  has  been  telling  Benedick   tries  to  break  away 

her  he  had  been  informed  that  her  from  her,  saying,  "  When  I  know 

wit  was  borrowed  and  her  temper  the  gentleman,  I'll  tell  him  what 

diadainfuL      She    knows  him    at  you  say  ;"  but  he  is  not  allowed  to 

oDoe,  but  affects  not  to  do  so  ;  so  escape. 

that  in  the  dialogue  between  them,  ii-r.     ^    i7»           r»    x  •            i- 

the  actress  has  t&e  most  delightfu  ..    ^^\J*^- "  jays  Beatrice,  mockingr 

i,u«7  A^ioc^oo  jjcm  %,us>  luv/ov  uc^ii^A>f«ux  j^^^j^       it  gg,j|  ^^^  brcak  a  comparison 

scope    for  bnnflring  out    the  ad-  ^^  two  on  me ;  which,  peradventure, 

dress,  the  graceful  movement,  the  not  marked,  or  not  laughed  at  strikes 

abounding  joyonsness  which  make  him  into  melancholy ;  and  then  there^a 

Beatrice  tne  paragon   of  her  kind,  a  partridge  wing  saved,  for  the  fool 

With  a  plaintive,  ill-used  air,  she  will  eat  no  supper  that  night." 

asks  him—  ^^^.j^  ^Yix^  Beatrice  lets  him  go  ; 

''Beat.  Will  you  not  tell  me  who  but  how  deeply  her  barbed  shafts 

told  you  so?                 ,  V    XT  l^ave  piercea  him    is  seen   anon. 

Beat.  Nor  wiU  you  teU  me  who  you  h"  been  laughing  at  Claudio  for,. 

n^  f  as  he  believes,  letting  Don   Pedro 

Bene,  Kot  now.  win  his  mistress  Hero  for  himself^ 
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but  no  sooner  docs   Claudio  leave  he  had  said  to  Claudio  about  her 

him,  than  the  iibes  of  Lady  Beat-  beauty  as  compared  with  Hero's. 

rice  recur  to  his  memory  :  —  But,  while  thev  speak,  Beatrice  is 

**That    my  lady    Beatrico   should  seen  approachmg  with  her  Uncle, 

know  me,  and  not  know  me !     The  Claudio,  and    Hero,   and,   in   the' 

Princess  fool  I     Ha  !  it  may  be,  that  same  spirit  of  exquisite  exaggera- 

I  go   under  that  title,  because  I  am  tion,  Benedick,  who  in  his  present 

merry.     Yea,  so  ;  I  am  apt  to  do  Yny-  ^^^^    ^m  ^^^  run   the  risk  of  a 

self  wrong     I  am  not  so  reputed .    It  ^    ^  encounter,  asks  Don  Pedro 

IS  noui'ht  but  the  bitter  disposition  of  .-V^     ^"w""t^*,  «oi^  ^vti  *  ^7^«w 

Bt^atrice,  that  puts  the  world  into  hor  »f  ^^,  will  not  "command  mm  any 

IK^rson,  and  so  gives 'me  out.     Well,  service  to  the  world's  end  ?     offer- 

I'll  1)0  revenged  as  I  may."  ing  to  go  anywhere,  do  anything, 

"  As   he   may  ! "      There   is  an  "  rather  than   hold    three   words' 

amusing  despair  in  the  confession,  conference  with  this  harpy,"  and 

He  feels  that  Beatrice  has  fairly  makes  his  escape,  exclaiming  as  he 

<lriven  him  off  the  field.     This  be-  goes,  "  O  God,  sir,  here's  a  dish  I 

conies  more   apparent  when   Don  ^^ve  not ;  I  cannot  endure  my  Ladv 

Pedro  breaks  in  upon  his  musing  Tongue."     All  this  time  Benedick 

with  these  unwelcome  words,  "The  ^^^^^  forgets  that  he  has  himself 

ladv  Beatrice  hath   a   quarrel   to  ^^  blame  if    Beatrice    has    dealt 

you  ;  the  gentleman  that  danced  sharplv  with  him  ;  for  had  he  not 

with   her  told  her  she    is    much  given  her  the  severest  provocation 

wronged  by  you."   Poor  Benedick  ^1  attacking  her  under  the  shelter 

at  once  lets  out  the  secret,  which  o^  ^^s  mask  ?  If  volubility  of  speech 

Beatrice  had  kept  from  the  Prince,  w^^e  her  sin,  how  much  greater  is 

that  the  gentleman  in  question  was  ^^8  ?   Rich  as  her  iiArention  is,  and 

himself.      Indignation  makes  him  fertile   her  vocabulary,   Benedick 

eloquent  and  witty  even  beyond  excels  her  m  both.  But  what  great 

his  wont.  talker  ever    knew  his  own  weak- 
ness ? 

"Oh  she  misused  me  past  the  endur-  Meanwhile    Beatrice    has   been 

auee  of  a  ))lock.      An  oak,  but  with  *  j  v     t\».    t>  ^       -.    i.  • 

onp  green  leaf  on  it,  would  have  an-  requested  by  Don  Pedro  to  bnng 

swored  her.      My  very  visor  began  to  ^ount  Claudio.     She  has  evidently 

assume  life  and  scold  with  her.      She  found  out,  by  the  way,  the  secret 

told   me,  not  thinking  I   had    been  of  his  sullenness  ;  and  when  Don 

mys(»lf,''— ah,    where    was    then   his  Pedro  inquires  the  cause,  she  puts 

vaunted    shrewdness?— '* that  I  was  the  case  with    her    usual    aptness 

the   Prince's  jester,   and  that  I  was  ^nd    pleasantry,    "The   Count  is 

duller  than  a  great  thaw,  huddling    „  •«.i,/l  „„j    „1'   „•  w  „^«  ^ 

jest  upon  jest,  with  such  impossible  neither  sad  nor  sick,  nor  merry, 
conveyance  upon  me,  that  I  stood  nor  well  :  but  civil.  Count,  civil  as 
like  a  man  at  a  mark,  with  a  whole  an  orange,  and  something  of  that 
army  shooting  at  me.  She  speaks  jealous  complexion."  He  is  speed- 
poniards,  and  every  word  stabs.  ...  ily  disabused  of  his  suspicions,  and 
I  would  not  marry  her,  though  she  made  happy  by  Don  Pedro's  assur- 
were  endowed  with  all  that  Adam  ance  that  Hero  has  been  won  for 
had  left  him  before  he  transgressed."  ^im,  and   her   father's   "goodwill 

Not   marry   her !      Are   we   to  obtained." 

read  in  this,  that  Benedick  had  at  Despite  of  all  that  she  has  said 

some  time  nourished  dreams  about  against  marriage  for  herself,  Bea- 

her,  not  wholly  consistent  with  his  trice,   who  is  m  Hero's  secret,  is 

creed  of  celibacy  ?   ^  Not  unlikely,  glad  of  a  result  which  makes  hor 

if  we  couple  this  remark  with  what  cousin   happy.      "Speak,  Connt^" 


1886.]                                  VIIZ— Beatrice.  217 

she    says    to    Claudio,  who    has  of  pathos  in  her  voice,  Beatrice 

scarcely  recovered   from  his  sur-  replies — 

E rise  :" 'tis  your  cue."    And  when  ^^„^    ^^   ^^   ,     ,    ^^  ^^*i,«« 

J             -Ti      -.J  -.^-«  ^^11  4^^  «o,    sure,  my   lora,  my  mother 

e  does  speak,  and  very  well  too,  ,^ .    ^^^  4^/  ^^^^'  ^^  ^  g^ 

she  turns  with  a  similar  adjuration  danced,  and  under  that  was  I  bom. 

to  the  blushing  Hero.  Cousins,  Heaven  give  you  joy  I " 

^^Beat.  Speak,  cousin;  or,  if  you  _ 

cannot,  stop  his  mouth  with  a  kiss,  Her  uncle  now  asks  her    "  to 

and  let  him  not  speak  neither.  look  to  some  things  he  had  told 

D.  Pedro.  In  faith,  lady,  you  have  her  of.'*      Be  sure  she  was   the 

a  merry  heart.                    »  xi.     1.  .  presiding  spirit  in  his  household. 

Beat.  Yea,   my   lord  :    I  thank  it,  ^^^  sweetly  and  prettily  does  she 

Ki"^''        ^^''''  go  upon  his  bidding  !     "  I  cij  you 

_        \      .     ,       ,  mercy,  uncle ; "  then  cartseying  to 

But  she  IS  for  the  moment  too  jhe  Prince  of  Arragon,  « By  your 

intent    on    watching    the    lovers  gmce's  leave  ! "  to  excuse  herself 

to  think  of  herself,  and  she  oon-  f^r  leaving  thus  abruptly.    When 

tinnes —  gj,g  \^g^  gone,  Don  Pedro  sums  up 

"  My  cousin  tells  him  in  his  ear  that  his  impression  of  her  in  the  words, 

he  is  in  her  heiurt  "  By    my   troth,  a  pleasant-spir- 

Claud.  And  so  she  doth,  cousin.  ited  lady."    In  answer  to  his  re- 

.a«K.  Good    Lord!    for    alliance!  mark  that  Beatrice  « cannot  endure 

TTJ^J^^^«^^  T*™.v*2^in°l  to  hear  tell  of  a  husband,"  Leo- 

I,  ana  I  am  sunburnt :  I  may  sit  in  a        .  u  rw^  u 

<5omer,  and  cry,  heigho!  for  a  bus-  H?^  answers    "Oh,  by  no  means  : 

Yojid,  B^^  mocks  all  her  wooers  out  of 

D.Pedro.  Lady  Beatrice,  I  will  get  suit !"    Don  Pedro  has,  however, 

you  one.  seen  enough  of  the  relations  be- 

Beat.  I  would  rather  have  one  of  tween  her  and  Benedick  to  conclude 

your    father's    getting.    Hath    your  that  a  worse  thing  might  befall 

|p!ace  ne'er  a  brother  like  you  ?    tour  ^hem,  than   that  their  witty  war- 

D,  Pedro.  Will  vou  have  me,  lady?  He  has  obviously  a  strong  regard 

Beat.  No,  my  lord,  unless  I  might  for  both,  and  he  "  would  fain  have 

have  another  for  working-days.     Your  it  a  match,"     She,  he  says,  "were 

grace  is  too  costly  to  wear  every  day."  an  excellent  wife  for  Benedick  ;  " 

Here,   true   lady   as  she    is,   it  *"^  Benedick,   a  man  "of  noble 

crosses   her   mind   that   her    high  ^^^^^^y   of    approved   valour,   and 

er  too 

tomis- 

bright 

and  innocent  frankness  which  ob-  ^^  beguile   the   week   that    is    to 

viously  gives  her  a  special  charm  ^'^P^®   before  Claudio's  marriage, 

in  his  eyes,  she  prays  his  forgive-  ^®  undertakes  "  to  bnngthem  into 

n^gg  a  mountain  of  affection,  the   one 

- 1  beseech  y6ur  grace,  pardon  me  !  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^,?^-"    ^ero,  ^tuig  upon 

I  was  »>omtospeakallilifrth,  andno  ^^«   suggestions   Don   Pedro   will 

matter.  give  her,  is  so  to  "  humour "   her 

Z>.  Pedro.  Your    silence    most  of-  cousin,  "  that  she  shall  fall  in  love 

fends  me,  and  to  be  merry  best  be-  with  Benedick; "  while  he  himself, 

comes  you  ;  for,  out  of  question,  you  along  with  Leonato   and   Claudio, 

were  bom  m  a  merry  hour.''  ^re  so  to   "  practise  on  Benedick, 

With  just  the  slightest  inflection  that,  in  despite  of  his  quick  wit 
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and  his  queasy  stomach,"  he  shall        The  conspirators  have  not  spared 

fall  in  love  with  Beatrice.  Benedick,  while  extolling  Beatrioe 

While  they  are  perfecting  their  — dwelling  much  on  his  scomfol 
little  well-meant  plot,  Don  John  and  contemptuous  spirit, — and 
and  his  retainer,  Borachio,  are  Don  Pedro,  at  the  same  time  that 
hatching  theirs  for  destroving  he  protests  he  *'  loves  him  well,'^ 
Hero's  reputation,  and  breaking  adding  very  craftily  a  wish,  that 
off  her  marriage,  by  making  Don  Benemck  "  would  modestly  ex- 
Pedro  and  Count  Claudio  believe  amine  himself,  to  see  how  much 
that,  on  the  night  before  her  he  is  unworthy  to  have  so  good 
wedding-day,  they  see  Borachio  a  lady,"  Benedick's  first  thought 
leave  her  chamber  by  the  window,  is  not  of  his  own  shortcomings. 
The  way  in  which  the  temporary  In  this,  as  we  presently  see,  he  is 
success  of  this  second  plot  is  made  very  different  from  Beatrice.  He 
to  work  most  effectually  for  the  at  once,  with  pardonable  compla- 
permanent  success  of  the  first,  is  cency  accepts  the  fact  that  Beat- 
one  of  the  many  proofs  of  Shake-  rice  loves  nim  :  in  that  belief  all 
speare's  transcendent  skill  in  dra-  his  former  invectives  against  her 
matic  construction.  are  forgotten,  and  he  feels  her  love 

There  is  no  need  to  speak  at  ^^must  be  requited."  She  is  no 
length  of  the  admirable  scene  in  longer  "  Lady  Disdain "  "  the 
which  Don  Pedro,  Leonato,  and  fury,"  "  the  harpy."  On  the  con- 
Count  Claudio  persuade  Benedick  trary,  she  is  "  fair,"  "  virtuous,'* 
that  Beatrice  dotes  upon  him,  while  '^  wise,  but  in  loving  him."  In 
*<  she  hath  in  all  outward  behaviours  any  case  he  ''  will  be  horribly  in 
seemed  ever  to  abhor  him,"  and  love  with  her  ;"  and  so  possessed 
'*  will  die  ere  she  will  make  her  is  he  with  the  triumphant  feeline 
love  known."  So  cleverly  is  the  that  he  stands  high  in  her  regard^ 
dialogue  managed,  that  Benedick  that  when  she  presently  appears 
must  have  had  a  heart  of  stone,  to  tell  him  she  is  ^'sent  against 
as  well  as  superhuman  acuteness,  her  will  to  bid  him  come  in  to 
had  he  not  been  moved  by  it.  He  dinner,"  he  actually  '^  spies  some 
does  not  easily  fall  into  the  snare,  marks  of  love  in  her,"  and  finds  a 
Don  Pedro  alone  could  not  have  meaning  flattering  to  the  thought 
deceived  him.  But  how  can  he  in  the  very  phrases  which  she 
refuse  to  believe  Leonato,  ''the  studiously  uses  to  prove  with 
white-bearded  fellow,"  whom  he  what  reluctance  she  had  come 
knows  to  be  devoted  to  Beatrice  ?  upon  the  errand.  He  leaves  the 
Was  it  conceivable  that  he,  her  scene,  protesting,  ''I  will  go  get 
uncle  and  guardian,  should  be  her  picture ! " 
speaking  pure  fiction,  when  he  Now  it  is  Beatrice's  turn  to  fall 
says  that  ''  she  loves  Benedick  into  a  similar  snare.  It  is  laid  for 
with  an  enraged  affection, — it  is  her  by  Hero  and  her  gentlewoman 
past  the  infinite  of  thought "  ?  Ursula ;  and  in  the  very  exuber- 
And  why  should  Claudio,  his  own  ance  of  a  power  that  runs  without 
familiar  and  trusted  friend,  be  in  effort  into  the  channel  of  melodi- 
the  same  tale,  unless  he  had  ous  verse,  Shakespeare  passes  from 
really  learned  from  Hero,  as  he  the  terse  vivid  prose  of  the  pre- 
says  he  has,  the  true  state  of  vious  scene  into  rhythmical  lines^ 
Beatrice's  affection,  and  ''  that  steeped  in  music  and  illuminated 
she  will  die  ere  she  make  her  by  fancy.  Margaret  is  dispatched 
love  known?"  to  tell  Beatrioe  that  her  cousin 
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and  Unula  are  talking  about  her.  Made  a  fool  blot ;  if  tall,  a  lance  ill- 
and  to  headed ; 

If  low,  an  agate  very  yilely  cut ; 

*'  Bid  her  steal  into  the  pleaohM  If  speaking^  why,  a  vane  blown  with 
bower,  all  winds, 

Where  honeysnckles,  ripened  by  the  If  silent,  why,  a  block  movM  with 

son,  none." 

Forbid  the  son  to  enter."  All  this  makes  Beatrice  smile,  for 

And  anon  we  see  her  ^^  reminds  her  of  her  own  thoughts 

about   some   of    her  unsuccessful 
•*  like  a  lapwing,  run         ^^ers.      But  what  follows  sends 
^i2Si^^^^      hear  tieir  con-    ^^^  ^j^^  j^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ._ 

'*So  turns  she  every  man  the  wrong 
It  is  of  course  an  ovei'whelming  side  out, 

surprise  to  Beatrice  to  hear  that  And  never  gives  to  truth  and  virtue  that 

"  B^edick  loves  her  so  entirely."  Which  simpleness  and  merit  purchas- 
She  is  at  first  incredulous.      Still  ^^^''' 

her  attention  is  fairly  arrested.  Why,  why,  if  this  be  so,  has  not 
She  listens  with  eager  curiosity  ;  Hero  let  her  hear  of  it  from  her- 
bal begins  to  feel  a  tightening  at  self  ?  The  feeling  of  shame  and  bit- 
the  heart  when  her  cousin  says —  ter  self-reproach  deepens  as  Hero 

*'  Bot  Nature  never  framed  a  woman's  ^ 

heart  *^  To  be  so  odd,  and  from  all  fash- 

Of  prouder  stuff  than  that  of  Beatrice:  ions, 

DJMlain  and  scorn  ride  sparkling  in  her  As  Beatrice  is,  cannot  be  commendable : 

eyes.  But  who  dare  tell  her  so  ?    If  I  should 

nng  what  they  look  on ;  and  her  speak, 

wit  She  would  mock  me  into  air :  oh,  she 
Valnes  itself  so  highly,  that  to  her  would  laugh  me 

AD  matter  else  seems  weak.    She  can-  Out  of  niyself ,  press  me  to  death  with 

not  love,  wit. 

Kor  take  no  shape  nor  project  of  affec-  Therefore  let  Benedick^like  covered  fire^ 

tion.  Consume  away  in  sighs,  waste  inwardly- 

She  is  so  Mf-endeared.  It  were  a  better  death  than  die  with 

Un,                        Sure,  I  think  so ;  mocks." 
And  *^|^o™i  certainly,  it  were  not       ^^  i^^ow  that  all  this  is  over- 
She  faS??L  love,  lest  she  make  sport  »^^  ^^"^  *  P^JP^^:  .  ^""^  ^V 

Qf  it."  "^®  has  no  such  suspicion.     She  is 

wounded  to  the  quick,  and  Hero's 
Hero,  with  a  power  of  witty  and  words  strike  deeper,  because  Beat- 
somewhat  merciless  sarcasm,  new  rioe  has  up  to  this  time  seen  no 
to  Beatrice  in  her  gentle  cousin,  siffns  that  her  cousin  had  enter. 
drives  still  further  home  the  charge  tamed  this  harsh  view  of  her  char- 
of  pride  and  soomfulness  : —  aoter.     The  cup  of  self-reproach  is 

••  Why,  yoB  speak  truth :  I  never  yet  *°"'  *"  "^'^  proceeds  :-' 

saw  man,  **  No,  I  will  rather  go  to  Benedick, 

How  wise,  how  noble,  young,  how  rare-  And  counsel  him  to  fight  against  his 

ly  featured,  passion. 

Bot  she  would  spell  him  backward  :  if  And,   truly,    Til    devise  some  honest 

fair-faced,  slanders 

She'd  swMur  the  gentleman  should  be  To  stain  my  cousin  with  :  one  doth  not 

her  sister ;  know 

li  black,  why  nature,  drawing  of  an  How  much  an  ill  word  doth  empoison 

antic,  liking.'' 

VOL.  CXXXVlI. — IfO.  DCCCXXXII.  q 
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This  was  too  much, and  it  Beemed  scorn  so  much?"    There  must  be 

to  nie,  an  I  heard  it,  as  if  I  could  an  end  to  this,  and  quickly, 

endure  no  more,  but  must  break  ,,,^    ,       ,^         „.     ^ 

from    my   concealment   and    stop  "C^ontempt^farewell land  maiden  pnde, 

their  cruel  words.      Ursula's  more  ^o  gloJ?'' lives  behind  the  back  of 

kindly  rejoinder  is  some  balm  to  such/' 
Beatrice — 

4t ,  v,     ,        .    ,                              ,  After  this  complete  self-abase- 

*'  Oh,  do  not  do  your  cousin  such  a  ^                i?      i.*^         j       •     <.!. 

wronjr.  ment  comes  fresh   wonder,  m  the 

She  cannot  bo  so  much  without  true  remembrance    of   what   Hero  and 

judgment,  Ursula  have   said   of    Benedick's 

(Having  so  swift  and  excellent  a  wit  infatuation  for  her.     That  he  likes 

iVs  she  is  prized  to  have)  as  to  refuse  her,   she    has   probably   suspected 

So  rare  a  gentleman  aa  Signor  Bene-  more   than'  once  ;     and   now  she 

^^^  •  learns  that  it  is  her  wicked  mock- 

What  follows  is  not  unwelcome  to  i^g  8P>"t  which   has    alone    pre- 

her  ears,  for  it  is  all  in  praise  of  vented    him    from    raakine  open 

Benedick  as  one  who—  avowal  of  his  devotion.     All  this 

shall  be  changed.     If,  despite  the 

**  For  shape,for  bearing, argument,  and  pagt,  he   indeed  loves  her,  he  mast 

valour,                          u  T^  1    -  be  rewarded.     No  one  knows  his 

.Goes  foremost  in  report  through  Italy.  ,     ^^^^^^^   ^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^^ 

When  they  are  gone,  and  Beat-  She  will  accept  his  shortcomings 

rice  comes   from  her  hiding-place  — for   what   grave   faults    of   her 

in  "  the  pleached   bower,"  she  has  own   has  she   not    to   correct  ? — 

become  to  herself  another  woman.'  and  for  the  future  touch  them  so 

It  is  not  so  much   that  her  nature  gently,  that   in   time  either  they 

is  changed,  as    that   it   has  been  will   vanish,   or  she    will    hardly 

suddenly  developed.     She  is  dazed,  wish  them  away.      Henceforth  she 

astounded  at  what  she   has   over-  must  give  him  such  encouragement 

heard.      "  What  fire    is  in    mine  as   will   make  him   happy  in  the 

ears?"  she  exclaims  ;  "  Can  this  be  avowal  of  his  love. 

true  ! "     Am  I  such  a  self-assured,  t^o     r»       i   i    i              in 

r  1     J-  J  •   r  1               1     •  *' So,  Benedick,  love  on;  I  will  requite 

scornful,   disdainful,    vainglorious  '    ^j^^       '                            ^ 

<;reature?      Is     it  thus    I  appear  Tammg  my  wild  heart  to  thy  loving 

even  to  those  who  know  me  best,  hand. 

and  whom  I  love  the   best  ?    Do  If  thou  dost  love,  my  kindness  shall 

I   look   down   contemptuously   on  incite  thee 

others  from  the  height  of  my  own  To  tie  our  loves  up  in  a  holy  band  : 

deserts  V   Am  I  so  "  self-endeared  "  ^^^  ^^^<^"   ^^    *^^"  ^<»*  d^^ve ; 

that   I   see   worth  and  cleverness  b^^.^^.^^?^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  reportingly.- 

only  m  myself  ?     Do  I  carry  my-  '^        ®  *' 

self  thus  proudly  ?     Have  I  been  This  is  the  point  in  the  play  in 

living  in   a  delusion  ?     Have  my  which     the  underlying    nooleness 

foolish  tonga3  and   giddy  humour  and   generosity  of    Beatrice   leap 

presented  me  in  a  light  so  untrue  into   view.      If  she  were  indeed 

to  my  real  self  ?      What  an  awak-  what  Hero  described — still  more, 

ening  !     She    does  not  think    of  if  this  were,  as  Hero  had  said,  the 

others.     She     feels     no  shade    of  general  impression — she  might  well 

bitterness  against   Hero, — her  re-  be    excused,  had   she  asked  why 

preaches  are  all   aeainst  herself.  Hero,  her  bosom  friend,  her  ''bed* 

"  Stand  I  condemned  for  pride  and  fellow,"  as  we  are    subsequently 
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told,  had  never  hinted  at  faalts  so  by  Don  Pedro  ;  and  when  Don 
serious?  But  Beatrice  neither  re-  John,  that  sour.visaged  hypocrite 
proaches  her  cousin,  nor  seeks  to  whom  she  dislikes  by  instinct,  with 
extenuate  the  defects  laid  to  her  insolent  audacity  throws  fresh  re- 
charge. She  trusts  Hero  implicitly,  proaches  upon  the  fainting  Hero, 
and  being  herself  incapable  of  de-  her  eye  falls  on  Benedick,  who 
ceit  or  misrepresentation,  she  re-  stands  apart  bewildered,  looking 
gards  Hero's  heavy  indictment  as  on  the  scene  with  an  air  of  mam- 
a  thing  not  to  be  impugned.  The  fest  distress.  In  that  moment,  as 
future,  she  resolves,  shall  make  it  I  think,  Beatrice  makes  up  her 
impossible  for  any  one  to  enter-  mind  that  he  shall  be  her  cousin's 
tain  such  a  conception  of  her  as  champion.  Were  she  not  a  woman. 
Hero  has  described.  she  would  herself  enter  the  lists  to 

This  is  the  turning-point  in  avenge  the  wrong:  since  she  cannot 
Beatrice's  life  ;  and  in  tne  repre-  do  this  directly,  she  will  do  it 
sentation  it  should  be  shown  by  indirectly  by  enlisting  this  new- 
her  whole  demeanour,  and  espe-  found  lover  in  her  cause.  How 
ciaily  by  the  way  the  lines  lust  happy  a  coincidence  it  is,  that 
quoted  are  spoken,  that  a  marked  Hero  has  so  lately  brought  the 
change  has  come  over  her  since,  fact  of  Benedick's  aevotion  to  her 
^'  like  a  lapwing,"  she  stole  into  knowledge  !  AH  remembrance  of 
the  bower  of  honeysuckles.  Thus  the  harsh,  the  unkind  accusations 
the  audience  will  oe  prepared  for  against  herself,  with  which  the  in- 
the  development  of  the  high  quali-  formation  was  mixed  up,  has  van- 
ties  which  she  soon  afterwards  ished  from  her  mind.  It  was  Hero 
displays.  who   revealed   to  her  the  j^unsus- 

She  is  then  one  of  the  brilliant  pected  love  of  Benedick, — at  least 

group  that  accompanies  Hero  to  its    earnestness   and    depth, — and 

the  altar.     When  Claud io  brin^  Hero  shall  be  the  first  to  benefit 

forward  his  accusation  against  his  by  it. 

bride,  Beatrice  is  struck  dumb  with  Benedick  is  so   present   to   her 

amazement.      Indignation   at  the  thoughts,   that  when  Hero  faints 

falsehood  of  the  charge,  and  at  the  in  her  arms,  she  calls  to  him,  as 

unmanliness   that  could   wait  for  well  as  to  Leonato  and  the  Friar, 

such   a   moment  to    make    it,    is  to  come  to  her  assistance.     '*  Help, 

mingled    with    the  keenest  sym-  uncle  !  Hero  !  why,  Hero  !  Uncle  ! 

pathy  for  Leonato  as  well  as  for  Signer  Benedick  !   Friar  ! "   Nor  is 

Hero.     I   never  knew  exactly  for  he  unmoved  by  what  he  has  noted 

which   of  the   two  my  sympathy  in  Beatrice.      Her  deep   emotion 

should  most  be  shown,  and  I  found  has  touched  him,  and  he  begins  to 

myself  by  the  side  now  of  the  one,  waver  in  his  belief  in  the  charge 

DOW  of  tne  other.     Hero  had  her  against  Hero,  when  he  hears  Bea- 

f  riendsy  her  attendants  round  her  ;  trice  exclaim,  with  a  voice  reson- 

but  her  kind  uncle  and  guardian  ant   with   the   energy   of   assured 

stands  alone.     Strangely  enough,  conviction,  '^  Oh,  on  my  soul,  my 

bis  brother  Antonio,  who  plays  a  cousin  is  belied  !  "     He  is  not  dis- 

prominent  part -afterwards,  is  not  inclined  to  accept  the  Friar's  sug- 

at  the  weddinff.  gestion  that  '*  there  is  some  strange 

Beatrice's  blood  is  all  on  fire  at  misprision  in  the  princes,"  and  his 

the  disgrace  thus  brought  upon  her  instmct  at  once  leads  him  to  sus- 

family    and    herself.     When    she  pect  that  they  have  been  the  dupes 

hears  the  vile  slander  supported  of  Don  John. 
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**  Two  of  them  have  the  very  bent  of    consoioaB  ^ilt  from  her  silence, 

honour ;  went  on  with  bis  charge,  I  could 

And  if  their  wisdom  be  misled  in  this,    hardly  keep  still.    My  feet  tingled, 

^®  iS^^  ""^  '*  ^^^  ^  ^""^  *^^    ™y  ®y^  ^"^^  ligbtninK  upon  the 

Whos^tstoilinframeof villainies."    P°T  *° u  ^H!*^t     ^^  **^,^ 
^  had  been  her  brother,  her  male 

Possessed  as  Benedick  was  with  cousin,  and  not  a  powerless  woman! 

this  idea  of  the  man,  it  is  obvious  How  I  looked  around  in  quest  of 

that,  if  his  friends  had  taken  him  help,    and    gladly   saw    ^nedick 

into    their  counsels,  they    would  standing    apart    from    the    rest ! 

never  have  fallen  into  Don  John's  And  bow  shame  seemed  piled  on 

toils.     Benedick's  words  were,  no  shame  when  that  hateful  Prince 

doubt,  the  echo  of  Beatrice's  own  John,  as  he  left  the  scene,  said  to 

thouffht.     She  would  be  grateful  the  victim  of  his  villainy — 

for  them,  and  still  more  for  the  ,  «^  i  ^ 

tone  and  manner,  so  well  fitted  to    ,  or«  a^«^  f^.  fh^  i«^^JSS.i^' 
, .       •     1.        ^  ^  u-     1  ftm  sorry  for  tny  muen  misgovern- 

raise  him  m  her  esteem,   of  his  mentl"  ^^ 

parting  speech  to  Leonato  : — 

**  Signer  Leonato,  let  the  friar  advise  ^^>  ^or  a  flight  of  deadly  arrows 

you :  to  send  after  bim  !   Then  Claudio's 

And  though  you  know  my  inwardness  parting  speech,   with   its  flowery 

and  love  sentimentalism,  so  out  of  place  in 

Is  very  much  unto  the  Prince  and  one  who  had  played  so  merciless  a 

Claudio,               T     n  ^    T   i.1.-  part,  sickened  me  with  contempt. 

Yet,  by  mine  honour,  I  will  deal  m  this  ^  xj^«  ^i«^i«,  t  — «,  ^\.^^  .i.«iiL» 

As  ^retly  and  jusUy  as  your  soul  ^ow  gUdly  I  saw  the^  shallow 

Should  with  your  boay."  mahgners  disappear  !    Something 

must  now  be  learned  6r  done  to 
What  a  conflict  of  strong  emo-  clear  away  their  slander.  I  felt 
tions  used  to  come  over  me  when  with  what  chagrin  Beatrice,  when 
acting  this  scene  !  It  begins  solemn-  asked,  was  obliged  to  confess,  that 
ly,  jret  happily  ;  but  oh,  how  soon  last  night  she  was  not  by  the  side 
all  18  changed  !  One  mav  imagine  of  Hero — 
that  to  the  marriage  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  Gk)vemor  of  Messina  the  ,  ^  ,^.  "Although,  until  last  niAt, 
whole  nobUity  of  the  place  would  I  bave^this  twelvemonth  been  her  bed- 
be  invited.     Claudio,  we  have  been 

told,  has  an  uncle  living  in  Messina.  And  yet  how  simple  to  myself  was 

He  and  all  Claudio's  kinsfolk  would  the    explanation  I      Each   had    to 

be  present,  and  the  people  of  the  commune  with  herself — Hero  on 

city  would  naturally  throng  to  the  the  serious  step  she  was  taking, — 

ceremony.     Think  what  it  was  for  a  step  requiring  many  orisons  to 

the  bride  to  be  brought  to  shame  "move  the  heavens  to  smile  upon 

before  such  an  assemblage, — ^to  be  her  state  ; "  and  Beatrice,  to  think 

given  back  into  her  father's  hands,  on  what  had  been  revealed  to  her 

and  branded  with  unchastity!  What  of  her  own  shortcomings,  as  well 

consternation    to    even  the  mere  as  of    Benedick's    undreamed  -  of 

lookers-on — what  dismay  to  those  attachment  to  herself.     At  such 

more  directly  concerned  !    Hero  is  a  time,  hours  of  perfect  rest  and 

at  first  so  stunned,  so  bewildered,  solitary  meditation  would  be  weL 

so  unable  to  realize  what  is  meant  come  and  needful  to  them  both, 

by  the  accusation,  that  she  cannot  But  Beatrice  is  no  dreamer.  The 

speak.     When   Claudio,  assuming  Friar's  plan  of  giving  out  that  Hero 
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is  dead,  and  so  awakening  Clandio's  terpreted,  as  by  some  they  have 
remorse,  will  not  wipe  out  the  been,  as  spoken  in  Beatrice's  nsnal- 
wrong  done  to  her  consin  or  the  ly  sarcastic  vein.  She  only  means 
indignity  offered  to  her  kin.  There-  that,  being  neither  a  kinsman,  nor 
fore  she  lets  her  friends  retire,  in  any  way  connected  with  Hero's 
lingering  behind,  to  the  surprise,  family,  he  cannot  step  forward  to 
possibly,  of  some  who  might  ex-  do  her  right.  In  this  sense  the 
pect  that  she  would  go  with  them  words  are  understood  by  Benedick, 
to  oomfort  Hero.  She  is  bent  on  who  takes  the  most  direct  way 
€ndin^  for  her  a  better  comfort  of  removing  the  difficulty  by  the 
than  lies  in  words.  Benedick,  she  avowal  of  his  love.  '^  I  do  love 
feels  sure,  will  remain  if  she  does,  nothing  in  the  world  so  well  as 
And  he,  how  could  he  do  other-  you.  Is  not  that  strange  ?  "  After 
wise  ?  This  beautiful  woman,  whom  what  she  has  overheard,  this  makes 
he  has  hitherto  known  all  joyous-  her  smile,  but  it  causes  her  no  sur- 
ness,  and  seemine  indifference  to  prise.  With  the  thought  of  Hero's 
the  feelings  of  others,  has  revealed  vindication  uppermost  in  her  heart, 
herself  under  a  new  aspect,  and  what  can  she  do  but  answer  Bene- 
one  that  has  drawn  him  towards  dick's  avowal  by  her  own  ?  And 
her  more  than  he  has  ever  been  yet  to  make  it  is  by  no  means 
drawn  towards  woman  before.  He  easy,  as  we  see  by  her  words,  some- 
has  noted  how  all  through  this  what  in  the  old  vein — 
terrible  scene  she  has  been  the  .*  ^g  9!tTs.xxgQ  as  the  thing  I  know 
only  one  to  sUnd  by,  to  defend,  to  ^ot.  It  were  as  possible  for  me  to  say 
^  to  cheer  the  slandered  Hero.  I  loved  nothing  so  well  as  you,— but 
Her  courage  and  her  tenderness  believe  me  not"  (half -confessing,  and 
have  roused  the  chivalry  of  his  then  withdrawing) ;  **  and  yet  I  lie 
nature.  So  deeply  is  he  moved,  ?ot "  (agwn  yieldmg  and  again  faUing 
that  I  beUeve,  even  if  he  had  not  ^J)»  *  Iconfessnothmg,  nor  Ideny 
previously  b^n  influenced  by  what  ^^*^^- 

ne  had  been  told  of  Beatrice's  love.  To  extricate   herself   from    her 

he  would  from  that  time  have  been  embarrassment,    she    turns    away 

her  lover  and  devoted  servant.  from  the  subject  with  the  words, 

There  is  tenderness  in  his  voice  spoken    with   tremulous  emotion, 

AS  he  aooosts  her.  "  Ladv  Beatrice,  « I  am  sorry  for  my  cousin."    But 

have  you  wept  all  this  while  ?"  But  Benedick  is  impatient  for  a  clearer 

it  is  only  when  she  hears  him  sa;^,  assurance.     Observe  how  skilfully, 

**Supeljr,    I  do  believe  your  fair  even  while  she  humours  him,  she 

oousin  IS  wronged,"  that  she  dashes  leads  him  on  to  the  point  on  which 

her  tears  aside,  and  can  give  voice  she  has  set  her  mind  : — 

to  the  thought  that  has  for  some  ,,  ^        ^                    •.      t^    .  . 

time  been  uppermost  in  her  mind,  thoul^st  me  ""^            '             "^^ 

"Ah,  how  much  miffht  the    man  ^^«^-  I>o  not  swear  by  it,  and  eat 

deserve  of  me  that  would  right  her  I  it. 

Bene,  Is  there  any   way  to  show  Bene,  I  wiU  swear  by  it  that  you 

such  friendship?  love  me  ;  and  I  will  make  him  eat  it 

Beat.  A  very  even  way,'but  no  such  that  says  I  love  not  you. 

friend.  Beat,  Will  you  not  eat  your  word  ? 

Bene.  May  a  wumi  do  it  ?  Bene,  With  no  sauce  that  can  be 

Beat.  It  is  a  man's  office,  but  not  devised  to  it.    I  protest  I  love  thee. 

yours."  Beat.  Why,  then,  God  forgive  me  ! 

Bene,  What  offence,  sweet  Beatrice  ? 

These    words    are    not  to  be  in-  Beat,  You    have   stayed  me    in  a 
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happy  hour  ;  I  was  about  to  protest  I       Bene,  Hear  me,  Beatrice ; 

loved  you.  Beat.  Talk  with  a  man  out  of  a 

Bene,  And  do  it  .with  all  thy  heart,  window  !    A  proper  saving ! 

Beat,  I  love  you  with  so  much  of  my       Bene,  Nay,  but  Beatrice ; 

heart,  that  none  is  left  to  jwotest."  Beat.  Sweet  Hero! — She  is  wronged^ 

,    .              ,  she  is  slandered,  she  is  undone. 

And  now  that  their  mutual  con-       Bene.  Beat 

fessions  have  been  so  wittily  and  Beat.  Princes  and  Counties  !  Sore- 
earnestly  given,  Beatrice  recurs  to  ly  a  princely  testimony,  a  good  Count- 
what  she  has  never  for  a  moment  Confect,  a  sweet  gallant  sorely  I  Oh^ 
forgotten,— the  wrongs  of  her  that  I  were  a  man  for  his  sake  !  or 
couL.  the  outn^ged  hfnour  of  the  S^^^*?  Si^tSdl^Ln 
house  of  which  she  is  herself  a  into:courte8ies,  valouifinto  compliment, 
scion,  the  stain  on  its  escutcheon,  ^nd  men  are  only  turned  into  tongues. 
These  must  be  avenged,  and,  if  and  trim  ones  too.  He  is  now  as 
Benedick  indeed  loves  her,  it  must  valiant  as  Hercules,  that  only  tells  a 
be  he  who  shall  stand  forth  as  the  lie  and  swears  it !  I  cannot  be  a  man 
avenger,— for,  as  her  accepted  with  wishing,  therefore  I  will  die  a 
lover,  that  will  be  his  "office."  So  woman  with  grieving." 
when  he  says,  "  Come,  bid  me  do  In  her  anger  and  distress  Beat- 
anything  for  thee  !  "  in  a  breath  rice  will  not,  cannot  listen  to  what 
she  exclaims,  "  Kill  Claudio  ! "  Benedick  would  say.  At  last  he 
This  demand,  spoken  with  an  in-  has  a  chance,  when  her  tears  are 
tensity  which  leaves  no  room  to  streaming,  and  her  invectives  are 
doubt  that  she  is  thoroughly  in  exhausted.  ''  By  this  hand,  I  love 
eame8t,staggers  Benedick.  Claudio  thee  ! "  be  says,  and  he  has  been 
is  his  chosen  friend,  they  have  just  loving  her  more  and  more  all 
gone  through  the  perils  of  war  through  her  burst  of  generous  and 
together,  and  he  replies,  "Ha  !  not  eloquent  indignation.  "Use  it  for 
for  the  wide  world  ! "  "  You  kill  my  love,"  she  replies,  still  quiver- 
me  to  deny  ;  farewell,"  says  Beat-  ing  with  emotion,  "  some  other 
rice,  and  is  about  to  leave  him.  way  than  swearing  by  it !  ^  Then 
In  vain  he  importunes  her  to  re-  with  all  seriousness  he  asks  her,, 
main  ;  and  now  he  is  made  to  see  «  Think  you  in  your  soul  the  Count 
indeed  the  strength  and  earnest-  Claudio  hath  wronged  Hero  ?  **  Aft 
ness  of  her  nature.  All  the  pent-  serious  and  solemn  is  her  answer,. 
up  passion  that  has  shaken  her  « Yea,  as  sure  as  I  have  a  thoogbt 
during  the  previous  scene,  breaks  or  a  soul ! "  His  rejoinder  is  all 
out : —  she  could  desire — 

LL  -D    *   r    «  -i-u  T     11  **Enoufl:h,   I  am  engaged;    I   wfl^ 

pZ^\^Sut^^^^^        f^t  challenge  him.    I  will  fisfyour  hand, 

iZ  ?of  d^re  eLtr^^^  friends    ^^^  ^  ^«^^^  ^^^^  ^^  '^l  ^^'^^^  ^^- 

i*i^\.  }i?l  fi^J^  ^^h  ™i^  o^m^       <lio  shaU  render  me  a  dear  account. 
with  me  than  fight  with  m^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^         ^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

Bene.  Is  Oaudio  thine  enemy  ?  ^     comfort  your  coiisin.     I  most  say 

Beat.  Is    he  not   approved  m  the  ^xJ^i^aJ^a      A^Aa^^^^m.^^^^ 

height  a  villain,  that  tath  slandered,  «^«  ^  ^^-    ^°^  ^'  tBxe^reH 

scorned,  dishonoured  my  kinswoman  ?  And  so  they  part,  each  with  a 

Oh,  that  I  were  a  man  !    What,  bear  niuch  higher  respect  for  the  other 

her  in  hand  until  they  come  to  teke  ^^^^  before.    Thanks  to  the  poet'a 

hands ;  and  then  with  public  accusa-  j^jjj  ^^    ^      j^j^  ^^at  has  falfen^OD 

tion,  uncovered  slander,  unmitigated  ^      ' .. ^.    u^„o«  u«-  .^»»^  ♦^  k;^;i 

rancour,-0  Heaven,  that  I  wire  a  Leonato  s  house  has  served  to  bind 

man  !    I  would  eat  his  heart  in  the  them  to  each  other  by  the  strongest 

market-place  !  tie,  and  to  make  their  motual  re* 
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gard  and  ultimate  union  only  in  the  seen  with  what  di^nit^  and  quiet 

very  slightest  desree  dependent  on  courage  he  meets  the  jibes  and  sar- 

the  plot  devised  by  their  friends.  casms  of  Don  Pedro  and  Claudio, 

It  has,  I  know,  oeen  considered  her  heart  must    have    gone    out 

a  blemish  in  Beatrice,  that  at  such  towards     him     with     its     inmost 

a  moment  she  should  desire  to  risk  warmth.     How  much  it  cost  him 

her  lover's  life.      How   little  can  to  renounce  their  friendship  is  very 

those  who  think  so  enter  into  her  delicately  shown.     By  the  way  he 

position,  or  understand  the.  feelinffs  has  heard  that  Don  «fohn  has  fled 

with  which  a  noble  woman  would  from  Messina, — an  incident  calcu- 

in  such  circumstances  be  actuated  !  lated  to  strengthen  his  suspicions 

What  she  would  have  done  her-  that  it  was  he  who  had  hatched 

self,  had  she  been  a  man,  to  punish  the  plot  against  Hero.     But  how- 

the  traducer  of  her  kinswoman  and  ever   this  may  be,   they   are  not 

bosom  friend,  and  to  vindicate  the  without  reproach  ;  so,  turning  to 

family  honour,  she  has  a  right  to  Don  Pedro,  he  says  : — 
expect  her  engaged  lover  will  do 

for  her.     Her  honour  as  a  member       '*  My  lord,  for  your  many  courtesies 

of  the  family  is  at  stake,  and  what  I  *^a»k  y^^-    ^  ™"8t  discontinue  your 

woman   of  spirit  would  think  so  company     Your  brother,  the  bastard, 

meanly  of  her  lover  as  to  doubt  ^   ^^    ^^'''^J^T'^'''     J''^  ^*''®' 

r.        J'  ,.     ««*   ivTcx   «o  vv  v.vuyu  among  you,  killed  a  sweet  and  mno- 

his    readiness    to   nsk    his  life  m  cent  lady.    For  my  Lord  Lackbeard 

such  a  cause  ?    The  days  of  chiv-  there,  he  and  I  shall  meet ;  and,  till 

airy    were    not    gone    in    Shake-  then,  peace  be  with  him." 
speare's  time  ;  neither,  I  trust  and 

believe,  are  they  gone  now.  I  am  Knowing  that  Beatrice  will  be 
confident  that  all  women  who  are  all  impatience  to  learn  what  has 
worthy  of  a  brave  man  s  love,  will  passed  between  himself  and  Clau- 
imderstand  and  sympathise  with  dio.  Benedick  hastens  to  seek  her. 
the  feeling  that  animated  Beatrice.  He  lones  to  be  again  with  her,  for 
Think  of  the  wrong  done  to  Hero,  he  is  By  this  time  "  horribly  in 
— the  unnecessary  aggravation  of  love,"  as  he  said  he  would  be. 
it  in  the  moment  chosen  for  pub-  Not  Leander,  he  tells  us,  nor  Tro- 
lishing  what  Beatrice  knows  to  be  ilus,  nor  ^'  a  whole  bookf ul  of  these 
a  vile  slander !  Benedick  adopts  quondam  carpet  -  mongers,  whose 
herconviction,  and,  having  adopted  names  yet  run  smoothly  in  the 
it,  the  course  she  urges  is  the  one  even  road  of  a  blank  verse,  were 
he  must  himself  have  taken.  Could  ever  so  truly  turned  over  and  over 
he  leave  it  to  the  only  male  mem-  as  my  poor  self  in  love."  When 
bers  of  his  adopted  family,  Leonato  Beatrice  hears  from  Margaret  that 
and  Antonio,  two  elderly  men,  to  he  desires  speech  of  her,  how  read- 
champion  the  kinswoman  of  the  ily  does  she  answer  to  the  sum- 
lady  of  his  love  ?  mons  ?  Once  fairly  satisfied  that 
The  manner  in  which  he  bears  Claudio  has  undergone  Benedick's 
himself  in  the  scene  of  his  chal-  challenge,  her  heart  is  lightened, 
lenge  to  Count  Claudio  proves  and  she  can  afford  to  resume  some 
that,  under  the  gaiety  of  his  of  her  natural  gaiety,  and  let  herself 
general  demeanour,  lies,  just  as  in  be  wooed.  Then  follows  the  charm- 
Beatrice,  a  high  and  earnest  and  ing  dialogue  in  which  the  problem 

fenerous  spirit.     In  parting  from  how  they  came  to  fall  in  love  with 

er  he  had  said,  ''  As  you  hear  of  each    other    is    discussed.      How 

me,   so  think  of  me."     Had   she  much  there  is  here  for  the  actress 
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to  express  !  What  pretty  sarcasms  Beatrice  is  granted  freely  ;  and  in 

aad  humorous  sadness  ! — ouite  im-  giving  it  he  bewilders  Benedick  by 

possible  to  explain  in  words  : —  obscure  references  to  the  plot  for 

bringing  the  two  together.   Before 

**  Bene.  And,  I  pray  thee  now,  tell  an  explanation  can  be  given,  the 

me  for  which  of  my  bad  parts  didst  Prince    and    Claudio   arrive.     Al- 

thou  first  fall  in  love  with  me  ?  though  well  pleased  that  he  is  no 

Beat.  For  them  all  together ;  which  ^       |    requirU    to    call    his    old 

maintained  so  politic  a  state  of  evil  r'^i*  ^4"*^^"^  ^•".  "«   ^■** 

that  they  will  not  admit  any   good  fnend  to  account,  Benedick  takes 

part  to  intermingle  with  them.    But  care  to  show,  by  his  coldness  and 

for  which  of  my  good  parts  did  you  reserve,  that  he  considers  them  to 

first  suffer  love  for  me  ?  have  behaved  badly,  even  had  the 

Bene.  *  Suffer  love '  ?    A  good  epi-  story  been  true  which  Don  John 

thet!    I  do  suffer  love   indeed,  fori  ^^d  beguiled  them  into  believing. 

J^^lXS^  o^voSeart.  I  think  ^^^"  ^^®  ^""^®  ^*"^«*  ^^"^  *^^* 

Alas,  poor  hSart !    If  you  spite  it  for  ^^?  ?  February  f^e,"  he  makes  no 

my  sake,  I  will  spite  it  for  yours ;  for  rejoinder.  But  when  Claadio,  with 

I  will  never  love  that  which  my  friend  infinite  bad  taste,   at  a  moment 

hates.  .   .  .  when  his  mind  should  have  been 

Bene.  And  now  tell  me,  how  doth  full  of  the  gravest  thoughts,  attacks 

yomr cousin?  him  in  the  same  spint,  Benedick 

Beat,  Very  ill.  turns  upon  him  with  caustic  sever- 

Bene,  And  how  do  you  ?  -.        rfA'^  ««#^««^  ^t  rr^*-^  -^♦i. 

Beat    Very  ill  too  ^^y*     ^"®  entrance  of  Hero  with 

Bene]  Serve   God,'    love   me,    and  ^^j    ladies    masked    arrests '  what 

mend  !    There  will  I  leave  you  too,  might  have  grown  into  hot  words. 

for  here  comes  one  in  haste.''  Hero  is  given  to  Claadio,  and  ac- 
cepts him  with  a  ready  f  orffivenessy 

This  is  Ursula  with  the  tidings  which  I  feel  very  sure,  under  simi- 

that   the  plot   against  Hero  has  lar  circumstances,  Beatrice's  seV- 

been  unmasked,  '^  the  Prince  and  respect  would  not  have  permitted 

Claudio  mightily  abused,  and  Don  her  to  grant.    Such  treatment  as 

John,  the  anthor  of  all,  fled  and  Claudio's   would   have  chilled  mil 

gone."    "  Will    you  go  hear  this  love  within  her.    She  woold  never 

news,  signer  ? "  sajs  Beatrice.   His  have  trusted  as  her  hoslMmd  the 

rejoinder  shows  him  all  the  happy  man  who  had  allowed  himself  to  be 

lover.     "  I  will  live  in  thy  heart,aie  so  easily  deceived,  and  who  had 

in  thy  lap,  and  be  buried  in  thine  once  openly  shamed  her  before  the 

eyes;  ana,  moreover,  I  will  go  with  world.     Hero,  altogether  a  feebler 

thee  to  thy  uncle's."    How  quaint-  nature,   neither  looks  so  far  into 

ly  comes  in  the  ^*  moreover  "  here  !  the  future,  nor  feels  so  intensely 

When  we  see  them  again,  they  what  has  happened   in  the  pasL 

are  with  Leonato,  Hero,  and  the  But,  to  my  thinking,  her  prospects 

others,  who  are  met  to  receive  Don  of  lasting  happiness  with  the  cred^ 

Pedro  and  Claudio,  and  to  seal  the  ulcus  and  vacillating  Claudio  are 

reconciliation  which   has  been  ar-  somewhat  doubtful, 

ranged  by  the  marriage  of  Claudio  I  have  no  misgivings  about  the 

with  the  lady  whom  he  believes  to  future  happiness  of  Benedick  and 

be  Hero's  cousin.     Marriage  being  Beatrice,  even  although  they  learn 

in  the  air,  Benedick  has  decided  how  they  have  been  misled  into 

that  the  good  friar  shall  have  double  thinking  that  each  was  dying  for 

duty  to  perform  on  the  occasion,  the  other,  and  up  to  the  moment  of 

Leonato's  consent  to  his  wedding  going  to  the  altar  keep  up  t]|^ 
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witty  straggles  to  turn  the  tables  on  diok  is  too  happj  to  care  for  such 
each  other.  How  delishtrul  is  the  defeat.  He  knows  he  has  won  her 
last  glimpse  we  get  of  them  !  Beat-  heart,  and  that  it  is  a  heart  of  gold, 
rice,  to  tease  Benedick,  has  been  He  can,  therefore,  well  afford  to 
holding  back  among  the  other  smile  at  the  epigrams  of  ^*  a  college 
ladies,  when  he  expects  that  she  of  wit-crackers,'^  and  the  quotation 
would  be  ready  to  go  with  him  to  against  himself  of  his  former  smart 
the  altar ;  and  when  at  last,  sayings  about  lovers  and  married 
fairly  puzzled,  he  asks,  '^  Which  men.  His  home,  I  doubt  not,  will 
ib  Beatrice  ? "  and  she  unmasks,  be  a  happy  one— -all  the  happier 
with  the  words,  '^  What  is  your  because  JSeatrice  and  lie  have  each 
will  ?**  he  inquires,  with  an  air  of  a  strong  individuality,  with  fine 
surprise,  ^  Do  you  not  love  me  ?''  spirits  and  busy  brains,  which  will 
What  follows  gives  us  once  more  keep  life  from  staepating.  They 
the  bright,  joyous,  brilliant  Beat-  will  always  be  finding  out  some- 
rice  of  the  early  scenes  : —  thing  new  and  interestmg  in  each 

n    A    ^twrx.  •    vT  Au  other's  character.     As  for  Beatrice, 

B^.  Why,  no !    No  more  than  ^^  j^^^^  ^„^  ^^^,3  ^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^ 

''^.  Why,  then,  your  uncle,  the  ^^^^  wiU  have  a|reat  deal  to  dis- 

Prinoe,  and  CUudio  have   been   de-  cover  and  to  admire  m  her  the 

odved  ;  they  swore  you  did.  more  he  knows  her.  She  will  prove 

Beat,  Do  not  you  love  me  ?  the  fitness  of  her  name,  as  Beatrice 

Bene.  Troth,  not    No  more  than  (theeiver  of  happiness),  and  he  will 

''^•■on.  be  gutd  to  confess  himself  blest  iii- 

Beat.  Whv,  then,  my  cousin,    Ito-  deed  (Benedictus)  in  having  wob 

garet,  and  Ursula,  are  much  deceived ;  u^,.      ^  /  o 

for  tbey  did  swear  you  did.  A         .  ,^  .^.         -^,. 

Bene.  They  sworo   that  you   were  ^  One  might  go  on  writing  of  thw 

almost  sick  for  me.  delightful  play  for  ever.     But  it  is 

Beat.  They    swore  that  you  weie  not  for  me  to  go  further  into  its 

w^lnJgh  dead  for  me.  merits.     No  doubt  such  criticism 

Bene  rRs   no  such  matter:— Then  has  often  been   written   by   abler 

you  do  not  love  me  t  hands.     I  have  but  to    do    with 

^^^J^No,  truly,  but  in  friendly  re-  Beatrice,  and  I  can  only  hope  that, 

*^^'  in  impersonating  her,  I  have  gives 

And  they   break  away  from  each  one-half  the  pleasure  to  my  audi- 

oUier,  as  if  all  were  over  between  ^^<^  that   I  have  bad  in   taking 

them.     But  when  their  love  son-  upon  me  her  nature  for  the  time. 

nets  each  to   the   other  are  pro-  Such  representations  were  to  me 

duced  by  Claudio  and  Hero,  there  *  pure  holiday.     However  tired  I 

can  be  but  one  end.     Still,    how-  might  be  when  the  play  began,  the 

ever,  the  war  of  wit  goes  on.  pervading  joyousness  of  her  char- 

-Bene.  A  miracle  I  here's  our  own  ^^^  'TrT.^^^^^  ^^""^i  ^""^ 
hands  against  our  hearts  I  Come,  I  bore  me  delightedly  on.  The  change 
will  have  thee;  but,  by  this  light,  I  to  this  bnght,  high-spirited,  gallant- 
take  thee  for  pity  I  hearted  lady,  from  the  more  soul- 

Beat.  I  would  not  deny  you ; — ^but,  absorbing  and     pathetic   heroines 

by  this  good  day,  I  yield  upon  great  which  on  most  occasions  it  fell  to 

persuasion ;  and  partly   to  save  your  my  lot  to  represent,  was  welcome 

•SiiSoi»^~  '^'' '''''^  ""  "" '''^''"  ^"^y  ^^^^"   wearied  spirits  as  a 

^  breeze  from  the  sea. 


>    Beatrice  has,  as  usual,  the  best       I  have  told  you  of  my  first  per- 
of  it  in  this  encounter,  but  Bene-    formance  of   Beatrice.     Before   I 
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conclude,  let  me  say  a  word  as  to    was  aided  by  the  very  judicioos 
my  last.     It  was  at  Stratf ord-upon-    care  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
Avon,  on  the  opening,  on  23a  of    all  the  accessories  of  the  scene. 
April  1879    (Shakespeare's    birth-    The  stage,  being  of  moderate  size^ 
day),  of  the  Shakespeare  Memorial    admitted  of  no  elaborate  display. 
Theatre.       I    had    watched  with    But  the  [scenes  were    appropriate 
much   interest   the  completion  of    and  well  painted,  the  dresses  were 
this  most  appropriate  tribute   to    well  chosen,  and  the  general  effect 
the  memory  of  our  supreme  poet,    was    harmonious — satisfying     the 
The  local  enthusiasm,  which  would    eye,  without  distracting  the  speo- 
not  rest  until  it  had  placed  upon    tator's  mind  from  the  dialogae  and 
the  banks  of  his  native  stream  a    the  play  of  character.     It  was  thus 
building  in  which  his   best  plays    possible  for  the  actors  to  secure 
might  be  from  time  to  time  pre-    the  close  attention  of  the  audience, 
sented,  commanded  my  warm  sym-    and  to  keep  it.     This  consideration 
pathy.     It  is  a  beautiful  building  ;    seems  to  me  to.  be   now  too  fre- 
and   when,    standing  beside  it,   I    quently  overlooked, 
looked   upon  the  church   wherein        The  moment  the  bounds  of  what 
all  that  was  mortal  of  the  poet  is    is  sufficient  for  scenic  illustration 
laid,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  my    are  overleaped,  a  serious  wrong  is, 
eyes  rested   on   the    site  of  New    in  my  opinion,  ^done  to  the  actor, 
Place,  where  he  died,  a  feeling  even    and,  as  a  necessary  consequence, 
more   earnest,    more     reverential,    to  the  spectator   also.     With    all 
came  over  me  than  I  ever  experi-    good  plays  this  must  in  some  meas- 
enced  in  Westminster  Abbey,  or  in    ure  be  the  case,  but   where  Shake- 
Santa  Croce,  or  in  any  other  rest-    speare  is  concerned,  it  is  so  in  a 
ing-place  of  the  mighty  dead     It    far  greater  degree.     How  can  actor 
was  a  deep  delight  to  me  to  be  the    or  actress  hope  to  gain  that  hold 
first  to  interpret  on  that  spot  one    upon  the  attention  of  an  audience 
of  my  great  master's  brightest  crea-    by  which  it  shall  be  led  to  watcb, 
tions.      Everything    conspired  to    step  by  step,  from  the  first  scene 
make  the  occasion  happy.     From    to  the  last,  the  development  of  a 
every  side  of  Shakespeare  s  county,    complex  yet  harmonious  character, 
from  London,  from  remote  provin-    or  the  links  of   a  fihely   adjusted 
ces,  came  people  to  witness  that    plot,  if  the  eye  and  ear  are  being 
performance.     The  characters  were    overfed  with  gorgeous  scenery,witD 
all  well  supported,    and  the  fact    dresses  extravagant  in  cost,  and 
that   we   were   acting    in   Shake-    not   unfrequently  quaint  even  to 
speare's  birthplace,  and  to  inaugu-    grotesqueness  in  style,  or  by  the 
rate  his  memorial  theatre,  seemed    bustle  and  din  of  crowds  of  people, 
to  inspire  us  all.     I  found  my  own    whose    movements    unsettle    the 
delight  doubled  by  the  sensitive    mind   and  disturb   that  mood  of 
sympathy  of  my  audience.     Every    continuous  observation  of  dialogue 
turn  of    playful    humour,   every    and  expression,  without  which  the 
flash  of  wit,  every   burst  of  strong    poet's  purpose  can  neither  be  de- 
feeling  told  ;  and  it  is  a  great  plea-    velopea  by  the  performer  nor  appre- 
sure  to  me  to  think,  that  on  that    elated  by  his  audience  ? 
spot  and  on  that  occasion  I  made        For  myself,   I  can  truly  say  I 
my  last  essay  to  present  a  living    would  rather  that  the  miH^en-^eine 
portraiture  of  the  Lady  Beatrice.        should  fall  short  of  being  sufficient, 
The  success  of  this  performance    than  that  it  should  be  overloaded. 
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However  rreat  the  strain — I  too  riched  the  charm  of  even  Hander» 
often  felt  it— of  so  engaging  the  music,  and  blended  delightfully 
minds  of  my  audience,  as  to  make  with  the  movements  of  the  nymph» 
them  forget  the  poverty  of  the  and  shepherds  by  whom  the  busi- 
scenic  illustration,  1  would  at  all  ness  of  the  scene  was  carried  on. 
times  rather  have  encountered  it.  Nor,  as  I  have  been  told,  wa» 
than  have  had  to  contend  against  his  revival  of  the  '*  Comus  "  less 
the  influences  which  withdraw  the  admirable.  Tou  may  have  seen  it^ 
spectator's  mind  fromthe  essentials  dear  Mr  Ruskin;  and,  if  you  have^ 
of  a  great  drama  to  its  mere  ad-  you  can  jud^e  of  its  merits  far 
iancts.  When  Juliet  is  on  the  better  than  I.  For  as  I  acted 
balcony,  it  is  on  her  the  eye  should  '^  The  Lady,"  I  can,  of  course^ 
be  riveted.  It  should  not  be  wan-  speak  only  ol  the  scenes  in  which 
dering  away  to  the  moonlight,  or  sue  took  part.  These  impressed 
to  the  pomegranate-trees  of  Cap-  me  j)owerfully,  and  helped  my 
ulet's  garden,  however  skilfullv  imagination  as  I  acted.  The  en- 
simulated  by  the  scene-painter's  chanted  wood  was  admirably  pre- 
and  the  machinist's  skill.  The  sen  ted,  with  its  dense,  bewildering 
actress  who  is  worthy  to  interpret  maze  of  trees,  so  easy  to  be  lost  in, 
that  scene  requires  the  undivided  so.  difiicult  to  escape  from,  with 
attention  of  her  audience.  I  cite  the  fitful  moonlight  casting  broad 
this  as  merely  one  of  a  host  of  shadows,  and  causing  terrors  to 
illustrations  that  have  occurred  to  the  lonely,  bewildered  girl,  whose 
my  mind  in  seeing  the  lavish  waste  high  trust  and  confidence  in  Su- 
of  merely  material  accessories  upon  preme  help  alone  keep  her  spirits 
the  stase  in  recent  years.  How  from  sinking  under  the  wild  ^^  fan- 
often  have  I  wished  that  some  tasies,"  that  throng  into  her  mem- 
poetic  spirit  had  been  charged  with  ory,  ^'  of  calling  shapes,  and  beck- 
the  task  of  fitting  the  framework  oning  shadows  dire."  It  seemed 
to  tbe  picture,  which  would  have  to  me  the  very  place  the  poet  must 
made  the  resources  of  the  painter's  have  pictured  to  himself.  Not  less 
and 'costumier's  art  suborainate  to  so  appeared  to  me  the  Hall  of 
the  poet's  design,  and  have  fur-  Comus — so  far  as  I  could  see  it 
nished  a  harmonious  and  unobtru-  from  the  enchanted  chair,  in  which 
me  background  for  the  play  of  cha-  the  Lady  sits  spellbound.  It  waa 
raoter,  emotion,  passion,  humour,  a  kind  of  Aladdin's  garden,  all 
and  imagination,  which  it  was  his  aglow  with  colour  and  brilliancy. 
object  to  set  before  us  !  And  then  the  rabble-rout,  so  gay,. 
Of  course,  there  are  plays  where  so  variously  clad,  some  like  Heoes,. 
very  much  must  depend  upon  the  some  like  hags  ;  figures  moving  to 
setting  in  which  they  are  placed,  and  fro,  some  beautiful  as  Adonis^ 
Who  that  saw  it,  for  example,  can  others  like  Fauns  and  bearded 
ever  forget  Stanfield's  scene  in  Satyrs  !  Add  to  this  the  weird 
**  Aois  and  Oalatea,"  when  pro-  fascination  of  the  music,  the  rich 
daoed  by  Mr  Macready  ?  The  melody,  the  rampant  joyousness  I 
eye  never  wearied  of  resting  upon  All  served  to  quicken  in  me  the 
it,  nor  the  ear  of  listening  to  the  feeling  with  which  the  poet  baa 
rippling  murmur  of  the  waves  as  inspired  the  lonely  <^  Lady,"  when 
they  gently  rushed  up  and  broke  she  sees  herself;  without  means  of 
upon  the  shores  of  that  sun- ilium-  escape,  surrounded  by  a  rabble- 
ined  sea.    Such  a  background  en-  rout  full    of  wine    and  riot,  and 
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abandoned  to  shameless  revelry,  them  feel  with  Comus,  when  he 

I  lost  myself  in  the  reality  of  the  says, — 

«tuation,    and    found  the    poet's  .,  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^ ;  I  feel  that  I  do  fear 

words  flow   from   me  as   though  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^,    ^^^  superior 

they   had  sprung    from  my  own  power." 
heart.        The     blandishments     of 

Comus's  rhetoric,  enforced  with  all  It  was  somewhat  difficult  forme 

the  fervour  and  persuasiveness  of  to  speak  the  lines,  with  the  whole 

delivery  of  which    Mr  Macready  frame  thrilling,  and  yet  unable  to 

was  master,  seemed  as  it  were  to  move  a    muscle,    for  the  lady  is 

give  the  indignant  impulse  needed  bound  by  a  spell  that  paralyaes  all 

to  make  the  Lady   break   her  si-  her  limbs.     It  was  a  good  expm- 

lence  : —  ence  for  me,  for  at  that  time  FwBf 

given  to    redundancy    of  action. 

**  I  had  not  thought  to  have  unlocked  5^^  ^£  ^^^  ^^^  difficult  thii^  in 

In  tlS^uSillowed  air,  but  that  this  *?  technical  part  of  my  art  la  to 

jufiffler  fS^^^  repose  of  manner, — ^to  be  able, 

Wouldthink to  charm  my  judgment,  »»  ^act, to  stand  still,  and  yet  be 

as  mine  eyes,  undergoing   and     expreeeing  the 

Obtruding  false  rules  pranked  in  rea-  strongest  mental  emotion.     What 

son^s  garb.  the  effect  may  have  been  upon  the 

To  him  that  dares  audience  I  do  not  know,  but  those 

Arm  his  profane  tongue  with  contemp-  ^^^  j^y  ^j^^  ^^p^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^ 

AgaiSe^'ron-clad  Power  of  chastity,  me,  the  night  after  the  firat  repre- 

Fain  would  I  something  say ;  yet  to  aentation,  that   they  were  itnMic 

what  end  ?  ^^th  awe,  and  that  my  whole  i^ 

pearance  seemed  to  become  ao  oon- 

Enjoy  your  dear  wit,  and  gay  rhetoric,'  pl«tely  transfigured  undw  the  in- 

That  hath  so  well  been  taught  her  nuence  of  my  emotion,  that  they 

dazzling  fence :  would  not  have  been  amaied  if  the 

Thou  art  not  fit  to  hear  thyself  con-  chair  with  the  Lady  in  it  had  been 

^nced ;  swept  upwards  out  of  their  si^t 

Yet,8houldItry,theuncontrollMworth  to  some  holier  sphere 

Of  this  pure  aiuse  would  kindle  my  jj^^^  was  a  Swe  in  which  the 

To  siI^LTme  of  sacred  vehemence,  poet's  purpose   was  aided  by  the 

That  dumb  things  should  be  moved  to  akilf  ul  use  of  soemc  adjuncts,  with- 

sympathise,  out  which  the  performer  could  not 

And  the  brute  earth  would  lend  her  hope,  to  produce  the  desired  im- 

nerves,  and  shake,  pression  on  the  minds  of  the  spec- 
Till  all  thy  magic  structures,  reared  tators.     I  can  easily  imagine  other 

90  high,                             ,      X,  situations  where  they  are  of  the 

vividly  recall,  as  the  very  perfec- 

1   could  never    speak  these  lines  tion  of  scenic  illustration,  ^' Uenry 

without  a  thrill,  that  seemed  to  V."  and    ''King  John,"  as  they 

dilate  my  whole  frame,  and  to  give  were  produced  by  Mr  Maoready  at 

an  iHiwonted  fulness  of  vibration  Drury  Lane.     In  these  revivals^  as 

to  the  tones  of  my  voice.     Given  they  were  called,the  predominating 

with  intense  earnestness,  as  they  mind  of  a  man  who  knew  the  due 

were,  they  no  doubt  impressed  the  proportion  needful  to  be  preaerved 

actors  of  the  rabble-rout,  and  made  m  such  matters,  so  as  not  to  drown 
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but  to  heighten  the  dramatic  in-  been  reduced  by  that  nerveless  and 

terest,  was  conspicuously  apparent,  colourless  thing,  mistakenly  called 

In  plays  of  this  class,  moreover,  <' natural  acting."    Thus  it  is  that 

fulness  of  scenic  illustration  is  ap*  Shakespeare's  plays  are  continually 

propriate,  and  in  skilful  hands  it  being  reproduced  ;    and  yet  their 

wiU  never  be  allowed  to  place  the  very  essence  is  left  out,  unheeded 

actors  at  a  disadvantage.      But,  by  the  actors,  and,  alas  !  as  much 

aa  a  rule,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  unheeded    by    the    audience.     Of 

dramas  of  ^  high  action  and  high  what  account  is  elaborate  scenery, 

pasaion,"  such  things  ought  to  be  or  dresses  that  will  satisfy  the  most 

sparingl  V  applied.     Surely  the  aim  squeamish    archaeologist,   if   those 

BDOold  be,  while  keepine    scenic  wno  wear  the  one  or  move  about 

aooesBories  in  stem  suoordination,  in   the   other   are  untnie   to   the 

to   eoonomise    neither    pains    nor  characters  they   profess  to  repre-^ 

money  in  getting  every  character  sent,  and  dead  to  the  significance 

acted    with    all    the    finish    that  and  the  beauty  of  the  language 

trained    ability  and  conscientious  they  have  to  speak  ? 

oare  can  give.  The  interest  I  know  you,  dear 

F<Nnemo8t  of  all,  care  should  be  Mr  Ruskin,  feel  in  these  questions 

taken  that  the  actors  of  all  grades  must  be  my  excuse  for  touching 

ahmll  haye  been  trained  to  speak  upon  them  in  this  letter.    May  1 

blank    Terse  correctly, — to  know  hope  that  my  views  in  regard  to 

the  laws  of  its  construction, — and  them,  as  well  as  my  estimate  of 

while  giving  the  meaning,  to  give  the  character  of  Beatrice,   are  in 

the  music  of  it  also.     It  is  sad  to  harmonv   with  yours  ;    and    that 

see  the  reckless  ignorance  on  all  you   will   not  tnink  I  have  kept 

theae  points  which  now  prevails,  you  too  long  ^Mistening  with  all 

and  to  note  to  what  a  level  of  your  heart "  to  what  I  have  to 

feebloiess  and    commonplace  the  say? — Believe    me    always,    with 

representation  of  Shakespeare  has,  sincere  esteem,  most  truly  yours,. 
with    some    notable    exceptions, 

Helena  Faucit  Martin, 

81  Omslow  SquABS, 

tOi  January^  1885. 
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LIFE  IN  A  DRUSE  VILLAGE.— PART  II. 

When  my  house  was  completed,  more  arduous  undertaking,  for  it 
and  I  moved  up  from  Haifa  to  take  consisted  in  partaking  with  one's 
possession  of  it,  the  whole  village  fingers  of  elaborate  repasts,  first  at 
of  Dahlieh  turned  out  en  masse  to  the  houses  of  the  two  sheikhs,  and 
receive  me.  As  we  wound  up  the  then  with  one  or  two  of  the  nota- 
pretty  valley,  at  the  head  of  which  bles,  and  which  consisted  generally 
it  is  situated,  the  scene  was  both  of  an  immense  pyramid  of  rice, 
novel  and  picturesque.  The  female  boiled  mutton,  stewed  chicken, 
part  of  tne  population,  clad  in  sour  milk,  honey,  eggs  fried  in  oil, 
bright  array  of  many  colours,  lined  and  other  dainties, 
the  highest  terrace  ;  while  the  men.  There  are  always  two  sheikhs  in 
some  on  foot  and  some  on  horse-  a  Druse  village — one  who  looks 
back,  came  down  the  winding  path  after  its  secular  affairs,  while  the 
to  meet  us, — the  latter,  in  spite  of  other  manages  its  spiritual  matters; 
the  rugged  nature  of  the  country,  and  I  very  soon«discovered  that  they 
forcing  their  horses  to  attempt  regarded  each  other  with  feelings  of 
impossible  equestrian  evolutions,  some  jealousy,  as  the  heads  of  rival 
and  dashing  here  and  there  over  factions,  and  that  it  would  require 
the  rocky  ground,  with  right  arm  the  exercise  of  some  diplomacy  to 
thrown  back  and  extended,  after  maintain  such  a  strict  impartiality 
the  manner  of  jereed-players  ;  and  in  my  intercourse  with  them  as 
the  former  drawn  up  in  line,  and  should  preserve  the  friendship  of 
making  profound  salutations  as  we  both.  The  whole  villt^e  may  in- 
passed  ;  while  the  women  set  up  deed  be  said  to  consist  of  two  nuffe 
the  shrill  ululating  scream  which  families,  of  which  the  two  sheikhs 
is  usual  with  them  when  they  de-  are  the  respective  heads ';  and 
sire  to  give  vent  to  their  feelings  though  they  have  intermarried  to 
of  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  or  to  any  extent,  this  has  served  rather 
celebrate  any  great  event.  to   complicate   than   to  conciliate 

My  first  days  were  pretty  well  the  family  differences  which  were 

taken  up  holding  levees,  and  giving  likely  to  arise  under  such  a  state 

and  receiving  hospitality.    Having  of  things.      The  great  facility  of 

had  some  experience  of  the  curio-  divorce  among  the  Druses  increases 

sitv  and  unintentionally  obtrusive  this  liability  to  discordant  domes. 

habits  of  the  people,  I  had  taken  tic  relations.     A  Druse,  when  he 

the  precaution,  in  order  to  secure  wants  to  change  his  wife,  has  only 

privacy,  to  have  a  liwan  or  recep-  to  tell  her  to  go  back  to  her  parents; 

tion-room  partially  detached  from  and  she  is  obliged  on  the  spot  to  de- 

the  house  ;  and  on  the  simple  divan  camp,  enlisting  naturally  the  sym- 

which   was   its  sole    furniture,    I  pathy  of  her  own  mother  and  the 

passed  the  greater  part  of  the  first  rest   of   her    family    against    the 

few  mornings,  dispensing  syrup  and  heartless  husband  who  lias  turned 

water  and  coffee,  making  acquaint-  her    out.      I    must  say,  however, 

ance  individually  with  nearly  all  that  upon  these  occasions  there  is 

the  inhabitants,  and  finding  out  as  a  stronger   instinct   than   that  of 

much  as  possible  about   the    con-  family — one  which  manifests  itself 

dition   of   local    affairs  generally,  under  another   form  in  more  ad- 

The  accepting  of  hospitality  was  a  vanced  countries  under  the  name 
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of  ^'  woman's  rights."  I  have  seen  land  in  Carmel  costs  on  an  average 
several  village  rows  now,  and  from  208.  to  30s.  the  acre ;  but 
all  the  women  are  invariably  on  there  are  thousands  of  acres  on 
one  side,  and  all  the  men  on  the  the  mountain  susceptible  of  cul- 
other.  Whatever  happens  when  tivation  which  are  now  lying 
high  words  begin,  woman  Hies  to  waste.  These  may  be  appropri. 
the  defence  of  woman,  with  a  sis-  ated  by  any  one  who  chooses  to  go 
terly  heroism  which  is  trujy  re-  to  the  expense  of  clearing,  and  of 
markable  ;  and  the  males  finding  cultivating  them  for  three  consec- 
their  tongues  utterly  useless  in  the  utive  years.  He  may  then  re- 
encounter,  generallv  end  by  coarse^  ceive  a  title  from  the  Government, 
ly  taking  to  their  ^sts.  However,  provided  always  he  is  already  a 
I  will  say  for  Dahlieh  th'at  it  is  landholder  in  the  village  within 
not  worse  than  other  villages  in  the  limits  of  which  the  waste  land 
this  respect — indeed  I  think  it  is  lies. 

better,  and  that  the  people,  taking  I  have   found   it  impossible  to 
them   as  a  whole,  form  a  remark-  obtain  from  the  natives  of  Dahlieh 
ably  orderly   and    good-tempered  any    estimate   of   the    extent     of 
community  :  the  storm  soon  blows  land,  cleared  and  uncleared,  within 
over,  and  m  a  few  hours  everybody  the  village  boundaries  ;  but  it  pro- 
is  apparently  on  terms  as  affection-  bably  does  not  fall  far   short     of 
ate  as  if  it  had  never  happened.  5000  acres,  of  which    they    only 
Under  these  circumstances,  life  cultivate  about    700.     Of    these, 
in  a  Druse  village  may  be  made  300  are  in  the  plain  of  Esdraelon, 
dull  or  interesting  in   the  degree  and  form  the  main  source  of  the 
in  which  one  identifies  one's  self  revenue  of  the  village  :  the  rest  are 
with   the  interests  of  the  inhabi-  on  the  mountain  ;  and  the  uncleared 
tants.      People  wonder  what   one  land  affords  pasture  for  their  cattle 
can   find   to  do   in  this  out-of-the-  and  goats,   of    which    they  have 
way  comer  of  Palestine  ;  but  prao-  large     herds.      The     Government 
tioally  we  never  seem   to   have  a  tax   which  they   are   called    upon 
moment  to  spare.     In     the     first  to  pay  in   cash   upon   this    total, 
place,    what   would   be  a   trifling  amounts  to  about  £320  a-year. 
operation  elsewhere,  here  becomes  The  subptitution  of  yearly  cash- 
an   important  matter  of  business,  payments  for  the  payment  m  kind 
attended  with  all  manner  of  difiS-  of  the  tenth  of  their  crops  has  only 
cnlties.     The  purchase  of  half  an  been  introduced  this  year,  and  has 
acre   of  land,   for  instance,  takes  produced  consternation  throughout 
days,  and  sometimes  even  weeks  :  the  country.      The  villagers  have 
the   discussion   of  tha  price  is  a  never  been  in  the  habit  of  having 
serious   matter,  and   must  not  be  any  money  of   their  own.     They 
hurried ;  and  when  that  is  arranged,  live  largely  by  a  system  of  barter, 
the  process  of  securinea  valid  title  and  the  responsibility  of  their  taxes 
is   one  requiring  both    time    and  has  hitherto  fallen  upon  the  money- 
money,  and  probably  a  journey  to  lenders  of  the  nearest  town,  who 
Haifa,   tfnd    difficulties    there   in-  farm  the  taxes  from   the  Govern- 
volving  backsheesh.     If   the  value  ment,  and  to   whom  the  villagers 
of  the  land  is  10s.,  the  time  taken  pay  a  share,  generally  an  exorbi- 
to  buy  it  is  at  least  as  many  days,  tant  one,  of  their  crops,  which  in- 
and  the  incidental  expenses  perhaps  eludes  the  Government  tenth.  Now 
as  many  more  shillings.  Everything  all  this  is  changed  ;  the  villa^eshave 
included,  however,  tne  best  arable  been  assessed  at  a  very  high  rate 
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to  pay  an  annual  sum  in  oash,  and  take  np  my  summer  abode  in 
they  know  not  which  way  to  turn.  Dahlieh,  I  found  the  yillam  in  the 
The  amount  assessed  is  in  most  throes  of  financial  difficoUies  aris- 
cases  so  excessive,  that  the  money-  ing  from  this  cause,  which,  how- 
lenders  themselves  are  appalled  at  ever,  I  hope  they  wUl  now  suooeed 
the  prospect  of  lending  the  villagers  in  tiding  over, 
the  necessary  sum,  even  at  exorbi-  Indeed  these  poor  villaffen  seem 
tant  rates  of  interest,  taking  the  always  in  a  peck  of  trouble  from 
village  itself  as  security,  if  their  one  cause  or  another,  and  the  ap» 
security  is  so  heavily  burdened  with  pearance  of  a  couple  of  zaptiehs  or 
taxation  that  it  may  prove  a  white  rural  police,  a  not  uncommon  oc- 
elephant  on  their  hands.  When  currence,  fills  them  with  alarm.  At 
the  news  was  first  promulgated  one  moment  these  gentry  appear,  to 
this  year,^  the  sheikhs  of  all  the  hurry  them  with  the  payment  of 
villages  in  this  part  of  Palestine  their  taxes  ;  at  another,  to  oarry  off 
united  in  a  protest,  and  have  sent  some  of  their  number  as  oonsoripts 
deputations  to  the  authorities  to  for  the  army  ;  at  another,  to  look 
seek  relief.  But  so  far  their  efforts  for  deserters  ;  and  the  life  of  the 
have  been  unavailing  :  those  who  secular  sheikh,  who  is  responsible 
refused  the  engagement  for  the  at  all  points  for  his  village,  is  no 
payments  were  threatened  with  sinecure.  The  military  grieyance 
imprisonment  if  they  did  not  sign  is  perhaps  the  one  they  feel  the 
it ;  and  they  have  in  most  instances  most,  and  yet  it  is  difficult  to  see 
done  so,  though  thev  are  in  despair  how  it  can  be  remedied. 
at  the  prospect  before  them.  In  The  Druse  nation  is  divided  into 
some  cases  tney  have  succeeded  in  three  sections,  of  which  by  far  the 
borrowing  the  money  at  30  or  40  greatest  inhabits  the  Jebel  Dmse, 
per  cent ;  but  this  means  handing  a  mountainous  and  somewhat  inao- 
themselves  and  their  lands,  body  cessible  district  to  the  east  of  the 
and  soul,  over  to  the  extortionate  Hauran,  where  the  Turkish  au- 
money-lender,  whom  they  will  thority  is  little  more  than  nominal, 
never  be  able  to  repay.  In  other  where  no  conscription  is  attempted 
cases,  they  are  waitmg  in  helpless  to  be  forced,  and  the  taxation  is  of 
misery  to  see  what  will  turn  up  the  lightest.  In  fact,  the  Dmsee 
when  the  money  is  not  forthcoming,  there,  who  are  governed  by  one  of 
But  all  unite  in  believing  and  hop-  their  race  appointed  by  the  Gtovem- 
ing  that  practically  it  will  be  found  ment,  are  practically  independent, 
so  impossible  to  meet  these  new  The  rest  of  the  nation  inhabits  the 
demands,  that  they  will  have  to  Lebanon,  with  the  exception  of 
be  abandoned  by  the  Government  these  few  villages  in  Galilee.  The 
and  a  new  scale  substituted.  The  Lebanon  Druses,  who  come  under 
only  fault,  indeed,  in  the  new  sys-  the  international  instrument  known 
tem  is,  that  in  almost  every  instance  as  the  Higlement  du  Liban^  are 
the  amount  fixed  has  been  too  high,  also  free  from  conscription,  ez- 
The  substitution  of  a  fixed  assess-  ccpting  for  militia  service  in  their 
ment  for  the  old  farming  system,  own  country,  and,  like  their  neigh- 
which  gave  rise  to  so  many  abuses,  hours  the  Maronites,  enjoy  the 
is  to  be  commended  rather  than  protection  of  the  IVeaty  JPowers. 
otherwise  ;  but  unless  the  present  The  small  fraction  in  Paleetine,  so 
scale  is  reduced,  it  would  seem  as  far  from  enjoying  the  privilcms  of 
though  it  would  complete  the  ruin  their  co-religionists  in  Uie  Lebanon 
of  the  country.    When  I  came  to  and  Jebel  Druse,  are  in  a  worse 
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position  than  any  of  the  fellaheen    zaptiehs  to  the  village  from  which 

amongst  whom  Aey  live  whether    they    were    coDsoriptedy    and     it 

Christian  or  Moslem.     The  Chris-    thus  becomes  liable  to  a  contribn- 

tians   are   exempt    from  military    tion,  the  amount  of  which  depends 

servioe  by   virtue   of  their  creea,    more  or  less  upon  the  good  pleasure 

besides  enjoying  the  protection  of    of  the   head   of  the  police.    The 

the  Church  to  which  they  belong,    unhappy  family  to  which  the  de- 

whichy   in   its  turn,   is  under  the    serter  oelongs  lives  for  the  future 

iims  either  of  France  or  Russia,    under  a  constant  financial  pressure, 

Tie  Moslems,  though  liable  to  con-    thus  dearly  pay  in  e  for  the  liberty 

soription,  are  at  any  rate  in  religious    which  the  defaulting  member  has 

sympathy   with   the  Government,    purchased   at   their    expense.      It 

and  are  more  or  less  favoured  in    seems  at  first  sight  hard  that  the 

consequence.  Druses  of  these  few  villages  should 

The   Druses  of  Palestine   have    not  be  put  upon  the  same  footing 

none  of  the  privileges  of  the  Chris-    as  the   Christians,   or  their  more 

tians  or  the  advantages  of  tbe  Mos-    fortunate  kinsmen  in  the  Hauran 

lems.     They  are  regarded  as  a  sort    and     Lebanon.      But    this  would 

of   pariah  class,  and   despised   as    introduce  a  precedent   which   the 

infiaels  by  both.     Hence  they  are    Government  very  naturally  refuses 

robbed  with  impunity  by  their  Mos-    to   establish,   as     it   would   apply 

lem  neighbours,  oppressed  without    equally   to    the    Metawalies,    the 

possibility  of  redress  by  tbe  author-    Ansaryii,  the  Ismailians,  and  other 

ities,  as  being  too  unoelieving  in    non-liioslem   sects  in    the   empire, 

matters  of  religion  to  be  deserving    which  also  are  not  Christian  ;  and 

of  any  one's  sympathy  ;  while  their    it  would  give  rise  to  great  dissatis- 

denial  of  the  true  faith  does  not    faction  among  the  Sfoslems,  who 

protect  them,  as  it  does  tbe  Chris-    would  refuse  to  see  the  expediency 

tians,  from  being   called  upon  to    or  justice  of  exempting  infidels  of 

serve     as    soldiers.      The    conse-    this  category  from  the  conscription 

qnence   is,  that  there   is  weeping    to  which  they  were  themselves  lia- 

and    wailing  every  year  in  some    ble.     So  great  is  the  horror  of  mili- 

eighteen  or  twenty  villages  which    tary   service  among  these   people, 

are   in  this  exceptional    position,    that  a  few  days  ago  a  man  who  had 

when  some  of  their  young  men  are    just   been  drawn   as    a  conscript 

drafted  off  for  service,  which  arises    came  to  me  and  offered   to  bind 

not  merely  from  the  grief  of  im-    himself  to  my  service  for  five  years 

mediate  separation,  but  from  the    in  any  part  of  the  world  if  I  would 

anticipation  of  future  trouble  ;  for,    purchase  his  discharge  ;  and  when, 

in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  not  a  year    after  satisfying   myself  as  to  the 

elapses  before  these   recruits  find    character  of  the  man,  I  accepted 

opportunities  of  deserting,  and  seek    his  offer,  his  gratitude,  and  that  of 

their  refuge  in  the   Jebel  Druse,    his  family,  was  unbounded.      This 

where    pursuit    by  the    Turkish    reluctance  to  serve  is  not  because 

authorities  is  impossible.      As  in-    they  are  bad  fighters — the  experi- 

fidels,    they    find    existence  in   a    ence  of  tbe  Turks  in  their  numer- 

Moslem    army     intolerable,    espe-    ous  conflicts  with  the  Druses  proves 

cially   when    they   can   win   their    the  contrary — but  because  they  ob- 

liberty  so   easily   by   escaping  to    ject  to  being  specially  selected  by 

their    co-religionists    beyond   the    the  ofiicers   to   be  placed   in    the 

Hauran.      Their  desertion   is   the    front     of   battle,    as  having   less 

certain   prelude  to  a  visit  by  the    valuable  lives  than  the  Moslems, 
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and  because  they  have  to  endure  posse  of  screaming  women,  whose 
so  much  petty  persecution  at  the  abuse  drove  him  to  such  a  frenzy 
bands  of  their  comrades  in  the  of  rage  that  he  seized  a  huge  stone 
army  ;  at  least  this  is  the  explana-  and  would  have  hurled  it  at  them, 
tion  given  by  themselves.  had  not  his  father,  whom  I  was  in 

The  behaviour  of  the  zaptiehs  the  act  of  questioning  as  to  the 
when  they  visit  these  villages  is  cause  of  the  tumult,  rushed  to  the 
often  harsh  and  tyrannical  in  the  rescue.  With  great  difficalty  he 
extreme.  They  quarter  themselves  succeeded  in  quelling  the  distur- 
in  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants,  bance.  Meantime  I  observed  with 
who  are  obliged  to  keep  them  and  surprise  the  young  man's  wife,  a 
their  horses  free  of  charge  as  long  remarkably  pretty  young  woman, 
as  they  choose  to  remain,  and  to  whom  he  had  presented  to  me  the 
submit  to  their  overbearing  con-  day  before,  standing  in  a  veran- 
duct  without  remonstrance.  On  dan,  apparently  quite  unconcerned 
one  occasion,  when  a  sergeant  and  at  the  excitement  which  was  rag- 
two  men  were  at  the  village,  a  ing  against  her  husband,  leaning 
man  came  to  me  with  his  breast  against  a  post,  with  her  baby  in 
bleeding  with  blows  which  he  had  her  arms.  She  looked  on,  and 
received  from  one  of  the  men.  I  smiled  languidly.  I  said  to  a  man 
was  listening  to  his  tale,  when  my  standing  near — 
servant  appeared,  white,  or  rather  "  What  is  all  the  row  about?  At 
amber-coloured,  from  indignation,  any  rate,  the  wife  does  not  seem  to 
He  had  protested  against  a  zap-  take  much  interest  in  it." 
tieh — the  same  zaptieh  who  had  "  What  would  be  the  use  ?  **  he 
struck  the  man — watering  his  horse  replied.  "  He  has  just  divorced 
at  a  trough  filled  with  water  drawn  her,  and  all  the  women  are  abusing 
especially  for  my  horses,  and  had  him  for  it.  His  father  is  angry 
also  been  beaten.  I  at  once  sought  with  him  too,  for  she  is  his  niece, 
out  the  offender,  and  in  the  heat  and  his  own  first  cousin,  and  it 
of  the  moment  paid  him  back  in  brings  discredit  on  the  family." 
his  own  coin.  The  sergeant  then  "Then  why  does  he  do  it f"  I 
came  up,  and,  afraid  of  the  con-  asked.  "  She  is  a  very  pretty 
sequences,  sought  to  propitiate  me.  young  woman,  and  he  seemed  to 
After  making  the  man  stand  in  have  no  such  intention  yesterday 
the  sun  for  an  hour  in  the  presence  when  he  introduced  me  to  her  as 
of  the  villagers,  I  finally  agreed    Ijis  wife." 

not  to  make  a  formal  com))laint  to  "  Oh  yes,  he  had.  He  has  been 
his  superior  ofiScer  at  Haifa,  on  planning  for  it  for  some  time,  only 
condition  of  his  apologising  pub-  he  could  not  find  an  excuse.  I 
licly  to  the  man  he  had  struck,  as  suppose  he  has  made  one  now.  He 
well  as  to  my  servant,  which  he  is  in  love  with  another  woman, 
did  with  a  great  show  of  humility,    whom  he  wishes  to  marry." 

Besides  events  of  this  public  Then  I  saw  the  baby  put  into  the 
nature,  there  are  others  of  a  more  cradle,  which  a  man  took  up,  fol- 
private  character,  which  serve  to  lowed  by  the  wife  still  smiling,  and 
relieve  the  monotony  of  life  in  a  by  the  mother-in-law  raging,  and 
Druse  village.  The  other  day,  b^  the  sheikh  sullen  and  dig* 
aroused  by  a  violent  uproar,  I  nified,  and  they  marched  off  to  the 
went  into  the  street,  and  found  mother-in-law's  house,  whioh  was 
a  handsome  young  fellow,  one  of  henceforth  to  be  the  house  of  the 
the  sheikh's  sons,  surrounded  by  a    discarded  wife,  who  thos  promptly 
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evacuated  her  husband's  premises  place  the  preceding  night  which 

'^^  bag  and  baggage,"  to  make  room  had  rendered  the  young  man  ob- 

f or  her  successor.      Shortly  after,  noxious  to   the   sheikh's  sons  by 

the  sheikh  reappeared,  wrote  out  a  his  first  wife,  and  his  life  was  in 

paper — which  I  afterwards  heard  danger,  and  that  he  had  fled  to  me 

,wa8  a  paper  of  divorce — and  pro-  for  protection, 

ceeding     to    the    mother-in-law's  At  this  point  the  spiritual  sheikh 

house,  followed  by  a  mixed  crowd  appeared, — his  son   had  married  a 

of  men  and  women,  solemnly  read  daughter  of    the    old  lady's,  and 

the  document,  and  the  separation  sister  to  the  young  man.      I  took 

became  2ifait  accompli.  From  this  him  into  the  liwan,  and  requested 

example,   and  from  what  I  have  him,   in    Scotch-law    parlance,  to 

been  able  to  gather,   I  incline  to  "  condescend "    upon    particulars. 

the  opinion   that    Druse    women  As  far  as  I  could   make  «ut,   the 

have  no  hearts   where  love  affairs  temporal  sheikh's  sons  were  jealous 

are  concerned,   though  they  seem  of  their  step-brothers,  and  espe- 

to  have   strong  maternal  instincts,  cially  of  this  one,  who  made  too 

However,   I  have   not  been  long  free  of    his    step-father's    house, 

enough  among  them  to  be  able  to  and  they  had  brought  against  him 

pronounce  upon    this  point  defin-  a  baseless  accusation.     Pressed  to 

itely.     The  sheikh  himself  is  not  define  this,  he  said  that  the  night 

immaculate  in  respect  of  proceed-  before  the  young  man  had  lost  his 

ings  of  this  nature ;  but  his  con-  cow,  and  that  he  bad  searched  for 

duct  is  shrouded  in  mystery,  which  her  everywhere,  and,  among  other 

I  have  not  completely  solved.      It  places,  on  the  top  of  the  house  of 

was  brought  to  my   notice  in  this  the  sheikh's  brother,  which  was,  in 

manner.     A  few  mornings  a^o  my  fact,  the  bedroom    of  the  young 

servant  came  to   tell  me   that  a  wife  of  that    worthy, — and    that 

youne  man  wanted   to  see  me  in  there   he    had    been    found,   and 

the  kitchen.      I   went  there,   and  soundly    thrashed    by    the    irate 

fonnd  a  youth  of  two-  or  three-and-  husband  and    his    nephews,     the 

twenty  hanging  on  to  the  kitchen  sheikh's  sons,  who  had  also  taken 

table  as  if  it  were  the  horns  of  the  the  opportunity  of  thrashing  their 

altar.      Near  him  was  an  elderly  step-mother.       I   suggested    that 

woman  weeping,  with  whose  aspect  cows  did  not  usually  roost  on  the 

I  was  familiar,  though  I  had  never  tops  of  houses,  and  that  the  sus- 

asked  her  name.     To  my  astonish-  picions  of  the    jealous    sons  and 

ment,   I  was  now    infonned,   for  their  no  less  jealous  uncle  might 

the  first  time,  that    she  was  the  be  well  founded.  This  the  spiritual 

sheikh's  wife.      In   all  my  inter-  sheikh,  whose  sympathies  were  all 

course  with  that  worthy,  although  with  his  daughter-m -law's  family, 

I  had    several    times    dined    and  denied.      At   all    events,   he  said 

once  even  slept  in  his  house,  I  had  that  the  sheikh's  sons  had  sworn 

never  so   much  as  heard  of  her  to  have  the  young  man's  life,  that 

existencey   but    had    always  been  in  their  present    frame    of   mind 

waited   upon    by     his    daughter,  they  were  sure  to  keep  their  word. 

Now  it  appeared  that  she  was  his  and  that  his  only  safety  was  to 

second  wife,  that  she  did  not  live  in  remain  in   my    kitchen.      Unf or- 

his  house,  that  she  had  had  children  tunately  the  temporal  sheikh  was 

by  a   former    marriage,  that  the  absent,  so  I  sent  for  his  sons ;  but 

young  man  before  me  was  one  of  they   declined    to    come,   sending 

them,  that  an  incident  had  taken  word    that    they     felt    ashameo. 
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Next  day  the  sheikh  appeared,  I  placently  regards  his  better-half 
represented  to  him  the  impossi-  thus  earning  her  living  by  drudgery 
biiity  of  my  boardine  and  lodging  without  honouring  oer  with  his 
his  step-son  indefinitely,  and  askea  notice.  He  has  a  grown-up 
him  whether  be  could  not  protect  daughter  by  this  wife,  to  whom 
him.  He  said  he  could  as  long  as  he  seems  much  attached,  and  who 
he  himself  was  in  the  village,  but  appears  to  divide  her  affections 
not  during  his  absence.  I  sug-  with  great  impartiality  between 
gested  sending  the  culprit  off  to  her  estranged  parents.  What 
the  Hauran.  He  said  that  in  puzzles  me  is — but  I  have  not 
that  case  his  wife,  the  youth's  ventured  to  ask  the  question — why, 
mother,  would  follow  her  son.  As  with  divorce  so  easy,  they  con- 
he  seemed  to  speak  of  this  con-  tinue  to  live  on  these  terms.  The 
tingency  with  regi'et,  I  suggested  old  spiritual  sheikh,  who  is  a  most 
that  sh^  should  be  sent  for  to  venerable  and  charming  old  man, 
meet  her  husband  in  my  house,  though  not  without  his  faults,  was 
and  a  reconciliation  should  be  not  deterred  in  early  life  from  fol- 
effected.  He  said  he  desired  no-  lowing  the  prevailing  custom  :  he 
thing  more.  So  I  sent  for  the  had  also  divorced  his  wife  ;  and 
old  lady,  but  she  declined  to  come,  her  successor  is  what  would  be 
I  now   began   to  feel  that  I  was  called    in    America    the    ''  boss  ^ 

fetting  so  deeply  immersed  in  woman  of  the  village.  No  tones  so 
^ruse  domestic  relations,  that  I  shrill,  no  language  so  abusive,  no 
was  becoming  confused  by  them,  energy  so  indomitable  as  hers;  she 
But  there  was  the  lad  still  in  the  is  the  head  and  front  of  every  row, 
kitchen,  and  his  bloodthiraty  step-  and  was  especially  active  m  be- 
brothers  outside,  and  something  half  of  her  daughter-in-law's  fam- 
had  to  be  done.  Finally,  the  ily.  But  she  has  a  warm  heart  and 
sheikh  said  that  he  thought  that  generous  nature,  and  is  untiring 
if  the  young  man  went  to  stay  m  her  efforts  to  render  me  some 
with  a  Christian  of  my  acquaint-  service  in  return  for  the  one  1 
ance  at  Esfia  he  would  be  safe,  rendered  her  in  saving  her  son 
and  he  himself  would  not  be  heart-  from  the  conscription,  and  indeed, 
broken  if  his  mother  chose  to  if  I  would  only  let  her,  would 
follow  him  there,  and  that  when  gladly  undertake  the  management 
the  storm  blew  over  he  could  come  of  my  whole  household,  and  slave 
back.  So  he  was  packed  off  to  herself  to  death,  without  any  other 
£sfia.  The  mother  did  not  follow  recompense  than  that  which  she 
him,  but,  for  some  reason  best  would  derive  from  the  constant 
known  to  herself,  remained  in  exercise  of  authority.  During  the 
hiding  for  some  days.  Whenever  first  weeks  of  my  residence  here, 
I  asked  where  she  was,  I  was  told  she  and  her  whole  family  invaded 
vaguely  "  in  the  woods."  When  my  back '  premises  to  that  extent 
she  did  reappear,  she  took  up  her  that  I  was  obliged  to  place  re- 
abode  with  the  spiritual  sheikh,  strictions  on  their  visiting,  or 
and  is  always  very  glad  to  come  rather  trespassing,  propensities, 
and  do  a  day's  work  for  me — dry-  Still  the  whole  village  seems  to 
ing  figs,  making  mud-plaster,  and  consider  the  place  common  pro- 
so  forth — whenever  I  can  provide  perty.  They  take  a  great  pride 
her  with  work.  Meanwhile,  the  and  interest  m  all  our  little  efforts 
sheikh  her  husband  comes  and  at  beautifioation  and  landscape- 
calls,  and  sips  his  coffee,  and  com-  gardening,    being    much   pnasled 
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and  struck  thereby ;  and  when-  prejudice,  partly  from  stupidity, 
ever  they  receive  visits  from  the  and  partly  from  ignorance.  The 
sheikhs  of  neighbouring  villages,  patient  who  requires  fresh  air  and 
which  is  happening  constantly,  quiet,  always  lies  in  the  one  public 
they  are  instantly  brought  to  see  room,  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of 
me,  and  if  I  am  absent,  shown  waiting-women  if  his  disease  is 
over  the  place  by  one  or  other  of  serious.  The  people  have  no  idea 
the  village  notables,  who  are  much  of  time,  excepting  with  reference 
flattered  and  gratified  by  their  to  distance.  If  you  ask  them  if 
mashallahsy  and  other  expressions  they  know  what  an  hour  is,  they 
of  surprise  and  delight,  as  they  say  it  is  as  far  as  from  here  to 
think  how  their  guests  will  return  Esfia.  Hence  it  is  hopeless  to 
to  their  own  village  and  expatiate  prescribe  doses  to  be  ^iven  at  in- 
on  the  wonders  they  have  seen,  tervals,  excepting  sunrise  and  sun- 
It  must  not  be  supposed  that  they  set.  All  periods  of  time  are  un- 
bave  seen  anything  but  a  very  certain.  In  the  summer,  fevers  are 
modest  abode;  still  it  has  some  of  prevalent,  because  nearly  the  whole 
the  marks  of  civilisation  about  of  the  population  moves  down  to 
it,  and  to  these  unsophisticated  the  cabins  on  the  plain  of  Es> 
people  they  are  indications  of  draelon,  where  the  village  owns 
^eat  grandeur.  What  astonishes  about  300  acres,  the  crops  on 
the  women  most  is,  that  my  wife  which  they  have  to  get  in  and 
does  not  go  down  to  the  well  thrash.  These  mud-huts  are  only 
twice  a-day  for  water  with  a  jar  inhabited  during  the  two  or  three 
on  her  head,  nor  does  she  make  summer  months,  but  they  are  the 
^*  barbarica "  or  mud-plaster,  or  most  feverish  of  the  year.  Other- 
-climb  into  the  fig-trees  to  pick  the  wise  there  is  very  little  sickness  in 
fruit,  or  bake  the  bread,  or  indeed  Dahlieh,  the  climate  of  which  is 
perform  any  of  the  whole  duties  of  both  healthy  and  agreeable  all  the 
woman.      This  apparent  indiffer-  year  round. 

«Dce  to  all  ordinary  feminine  avo-  Accidents  and  wounds  are,  how- 
cations  is  a  never-ending  source  ever,  common,  which  often  termi- 
of  envy  and  surprise,  which  is  in-  nate  fatally  owing  to  the  absence 
creased  by  the  still  more  incom-  of  surgical  assistance.  My  curiosity 
prehensible  fact  that  she  occupies  was  one  day  excited  by  the  per- 
herself  largely  in  studying  Arabic,  petually  tearful  condition  of  an  old 
painting  in  oils,  and  doctoring  the  woman  apparently  in  the  extreme 
inhabitants.  At  first  they  some-  of  poverty.  Upon  making  in- 
what  mistrusted  her  skill  in  this  quiries  in  regard  to  her  circum- 
particular  ;  but  she  has  been  so  stances,  I  found  that  she  had  been 
successful  in  her  practice,  having  entirely  dependent  for  support  upon 
indeed  elsewhere  had  a  pretty  an  only  son.  This  young  man  was 
extensive  medical  experience,  that  noted  among  his  companions  for 
her  fame  is  spreading  to  an  incon-  his  strength,  and  being  not  iQug 
venient  extent,  and  every  morning  since  on  his  way  to  the  neighbour- 
oow  sees  a  group  of  patients  wait-  ing  village  of  Umm-es-Zeinat  with 
ing  to  be  treated.  Practice  here  a  donkey-load  of  grapes  and  figs, 
however,  presents  difficulties  un-  was  waylaid  by  three  of  Umm- 
known  to  the  medical  profession  es-Zeinat  men.  Being  armed  with 
in  more  civilised  countries.  It  a  heavy  club,  he  succeeded  in  keep- 
it  impossible  to  have  any  in-  ing  these  at  bay.  They  were,  how- 
•tructions  carried  out,  partly  from  ever,  joined  by  four  others  ;   and 
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after  a   severe    straggle,    daring  since,  only  about  five  miles  from 

which  he  put  several  Aor«{^com^a^  here.     A    German    colonist    wm 

he  was  himself  disabled  by  a  bullet  driving  his    team  by  night  from 

from  a  rifle  which  one  of   his  as-  Haifa  to  Nazareth,  when  a  Circas- 

sailants    carried.     They  then  left  sian  passed  him  on  horseback  and 

him,   supposing  him    to  be   dead,  gave  him  the  usual  salutation  :  he 

but  he  succeeded  in  crawling  home  then  whistled,  and  turned  sharply 

several  miles,  and  lingered  for  ten  back,  two  other  Circassians  appear- 

days  before  he  died.     From  what  I  ing  simultaneously  from  an  anibusb 

can  make  out,  it  is  probable  that,  near  the  road,  where  they  had  been 

had  he  been  properly  attended  to,  hiding.     The  German,  who  was  an 

his  life  might   have  been    saved,  old  soldier,  scenting  mischief, drew 

As  he  was  well  acquainted    with  his  revolver  as  the  Circassians  at 

his  murderers,  who  were  all  mem-  the  same  moment  sprang  from  their 

bers    of  the    sheikh  of    Umm-es.  animals     and     seized  his     horses' 

Zein&t's  family,  he  denounced  them  heads.  Jumping  from  the  box,  the 

to  the  authorities,  and  they   were  German   rushed    to  grapple  with 

arrested  and  imprisoned,  but,  after  them,  when  he  was  dealt  a  heavy 

a  short  confinement,  were  released  blow  by  one  of  them,  with  whom 

on  the  payment  of  the  necessary  he  was  soon  engaged  in  a  severe 

backsheesh.     The  old  woman  now  struggle,    while  the   others    were 

wishes  me  to  take  up  her  case,  and  cutting  the    traces  of  the  horses, 

insist  upon  the  punishment  of  the  Observing  that   his  assailant  had 

culprits  ;  and  I  find  that  it  will  be  drawn  a  knife,  he  saw  that  no  time 

possible  to  obtain  her  a  pecuniary  was  to  be  lost,  and  firing  a  revolver, 

compensation  for  her  loss.      This,  dropped  him  on  the  spot.  The  two 

in    spite  of  her  destitute  circum-  others  now  set  upon  him;  and  firing 

stances,   she   indignantly   refuses,  again,  he  wounded  one  of  them.  A 

vengeance  being  sweeter   to   her  fourth  then  came  up;  but  instead 

than  cash.     But  this  could  only  be  of  attacking  the  German,  the  two 

obtained    by  a  very  considerable  Circassians   succeeded   in   placing 

expenditure  of  money,  and  the  in-  their  wounded  comrades  on  their 

curring  of  much  unnecessary  hos-  horses  under  the  fire  of  his  remain- 

tility  ;  so  I  have  compromised  the  ing  barrels,   and   galloped   away, 

matter  by  finding  her  employment.  From  the  report  of  a  villager  with 

There  is,  indeed,  a  curious  mix-  whom  they  had   passed  the   night 

ture  of  security  and  insecurity  of  it  was  afterwards  found  that  one 

life  and  property  in  this  country.  I  Circassian  had  been  killed  outright^ 

sleep  every  night  with  all  the  doors  one  severely    and    one    slightly 

and   windows  of  the  house  wide  wounded.      Having  thus  disposea 

open,  but  twice  during  the  night  of  his  assailants,  the  German,  with 

we  have  found  that  thieves  have  characteristic  phlegm,  patched  up 

been  stealine  the  leaves  from  the  his  harness,  and  with  a  very  sore 

tobacco  in  the  field  which  joins  it  and  bruised  body  proceeded  on  his 

behind,  and  grapes  from  the  vine-  journey  to  Nazareth.      Since  thia 

vard  only  fifty  yards  off  in  front  ;  episode  I  have  decided  to  build   a 

but  they  would  never  dare  to  push  stable  in  which  to  keep  the  horsea 

their  depredations  into  the  house,  under  lock  and  key.     Were  it  not 

I  don't  feel  so  certain   about   the  for  the  Circassians,  this  would  not 

horses,  which  are  tethered  in  a  shed  be  necessary,  so  far  as  the  native 

at  the    back,    especially  after  an  fellaheen  are  concerned ;   but  the 

incident  which  occurred  a  few  days  Circassians  are  inveterate  horse* 
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stealers,  and  there  is  a  colony  of  over,  will  be  largely  increased. 
them  which  has  been  recently  About  twenty  girls  have  also  ap- 
established  aboat  fifteen  miles  plied  for  admission.  The  nei^h- 
diatant.  No  doubt  there  are  parts  oouring  villages  are  also  making 
of  the  country  which  are  less  safe  efforts  to  send  their  boys,  though 
than  others  ;  but  I  have  been  in  the  the  distances  to  be  traversed  every 
habit  of  riding  about  Carmel  at  day  involve  journeys  of  from  two 
all  hours  alone,  and  have  never  to  three  hours.  It  is  a  pity  that 
observed  any  symptom  of  danger —  any  attempt  at  the  amelioration  of 
indeed  it  is  very  rare,  even  in  the  the  condition  of  the  people,  how- 
course  of  a  ride  to  Haifa,  to  meet  ever  harmless,  should  have  a  ten. 
a  living  soul  on  the  sparsely  inhab.  dency  to  arouse  official  suspicion. 
ited  mountain.  Some  deep  political  design  is  sup. 

It  -is  only  to  be  expected  that,  in    posed  to  lie  behind  a  school  :  the 
a  district  and  amid   a  population    improvingof  a  mountain  path,  with 
which  have  been  so  much  neglect-    a  view  to  making  it  available  for 
ed,  there  is  plenty  to  be  done.     The    agricultural   purposes,    may  mean 
difficulty  is,  to  know  where  to  be.    the  commencement  of  a  military 
gin,  and  how  to  set  about  it.     The    road  preparatory  to  the   invasion 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  progress  are    of  the  country  by  a  hostile  army  ; 
mainly  from  the  (government,  and    and  an  innocent  little  bath-house 
not,  as  might  be  supposed,  from    which  I  put  up  on  the  beach,  was 
the  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants    gravely  suspected  of  being  the  be- 
themselves.     The  Druses  are  espe-    ginning  of  a  fortification.     As  for 
cially  eager  for  improvement.  Their   the  purchase  of  land,  that,  although 
first  inquiry  was,  whether  it  would    legally  and  internationally  his.right, 
not  be  possible  for  me  to  help  them    is  virtually   almost  pronibited  to 
to  make  a  waggon-road  to  the  plain,    the  foreigner,  and  at  present  can 
which  would  enable  them  to  carry    only  be   accomplished   on*  a  very 
manure  to  their  fields,  and  their   small  scale.     This  is  the  more  try- 
produce  to  Haifa.     They  are  the    ing  when  one  rides  over  thousands 
nrst  villagers  I  have  met  who  seem    of  acres  of  fin^  arable  land,  only 
to  have  any    idea   of   the  use  of    waiting  for  the  application  of  cap. 
manure  for  agricultural  purposes,    ital  and  industry  to   be  made  to 
Then  they  expressed  a  great  desire    yield  rich  returns.     The  crops  on 
to  have  a  school,  as  the  village  was    Mount  Carmel    itself    are  almost 
destitute  of  all  means  of  education,    limited  to  wheat  and  a  little  barley. 
With  some  kind  missionary  assist-    and  a  species  of  vetch  :  near  the 
ance,  I  have  succeeded  in  meeting   two  villages  there  is  a  little  sesame 
their  wishes  in  this  respect.     The    and    tobacco,    with     olives-groves, 
village  furnishes  the  schoolmaster    gardens,  and  vineyards.     Tnere  is 
with  board  and  lodging  free,  and    probably  no    better   locality  any- 
has  set  apart  a  house  for  school    where  for  vines,  as  the  ancient  ter- 
pnrposes.     The  master's  salary  is    races  show,  and  the  veiy  name  of 
supplied  from  other  sources.     He    the  mountain  indicates.   But  under 
teaches   the  Arabic   and  English    native  culture  the  vines  are  allowed 
language8,besides  other  elementary    to  sprawl  over  the  ground  at  will : 
branches  of  knowledge  ;  and   the    the  consequence  is,  that  the  grapes 
attendance  of  boys  already  exceeds    get  wasted  on  the  hot  stones  by  day 
fifty,   although   the   school  is  not    and  chilled  by  the  night  dews,  and 
a  month  old,  and,  as  soon  as  the    one-third  of  the  crop  is  lost  unless 
pressure   of   agricultural   work  is    they  are  picked  prematurely.  They 
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are,  moreover,  much  attacked  by  Elijah,  situated  below  the  Carmel- 
the  jackals  at  night.  These  animals  ite  Monastery  ;  sometimes  to  the 
have  a  passion  for  grapes  ;  and  Mukrakha,  or  place  of  his  saeri- 
in  every  vineyard  is  a  leaf -hut,  in  fice  ;  at  others  to  some  still  more 
which  the  proprietor  or  one  of  his  distant  locality.  I  have  upon  two 
family  watch  all  night  with  their  occasions  accepted  invitations  to 
dogs,  beating  old  petroleum-tins  join  in  these  festivals— once  at  the 
or  playing  on  their  scarcely  less  Mukrakha,  and  once  at  the  Nebv 
discordant  pipes,  to  scare  away  Schaib,  supposed  to  be  the  burial- 
thieves,  whether  of  four  legs  or  two.  place  of  Jethro,  the  father-in-law 
I  had  always  supposed  till  now  of  Moses,  near  the  village  of  Hat- 
that  JEsop  had  endowed  his  fox  tin,  distant  from  here  a  good  day's 
with  an  unnatural  taste  when  he  journey.  The  first  was  a  local 
hankered  after  sweet  grapes  as  an  affair,  m  which  nearly  the  whole 
article  of  diet ;  but  jackals  seem  village  took  part, — the  women  and 
to  be  not  so  particular  as  foxes,  girls  starting  at  a  very  early  hour 
for  they  eat  the  grapes  when  they  m  the  morning  on  foot  and  donkey- 
are  decidedly  sour.  The  natives  back,  clad  in  gala  costume  ;  the 
of  Dahlieh  rarely  ever  carry  their  men  following  later — the  sheikhs 

f rapes  to  market  as  far  as  Haifa,  and  village  notables,  to  the  nam- 
ut  send  them  to  Tireh,  a  village  ber  of  about  twenty,  being  mount- 
about  seven  miles  off,  where  there  ed,  and  preceded  by  a  band  of 
is  a  grove  of  30,000  olive-trees,  youths  on  foot  chanting  their  songs 
anJ  exchange  their  grapes  for  of  love  and  war.  Wlienever  we 
olive-oil  or  carobs.  The  system  of  reach  an  open,  level,  tempting 
barter,  indeed,  enters  largely  into  space,  the  horsemen  dash  to  and 
the  habits  of  these  simple  people  :  fro  with  their  mock  jerked-playing, 
they  exchange  their  bee's-wax  for  and  the  young  men  fire  their  guns; 
soap,  their  grain  for  pottery -jars  and  so  we  march  for  an  hour  till 
and  other  household  utensils  that  we  reach  our  destination,  where 
they  cannot  make,  and  the  fruits  the  voung  women  have  already  as- 
and  produce  they  ^row  for  those  sembled,  and  are  beginning  to  form 
of  various  kinds  which  they  need,  in  dancing  circles.  The  young  men 
As  their  wants  are  limited,  tneirsys-  lose  no  time  in  following  their 
tern  of  agriculture  primitive,  their  example.  The  old  women  sit  and 
natural  tendencies  indolent,  and  the  gossip  under  the  shade  of  such 
taxes  of  the  Government  are  op-  small  trees  as  they  can  find,  apart 
pressive,  they  lack  the  inducements  from  the  elder  men,  who  spread 
to  enterprise  which  under  other  cir-  their  mats  in  the  most  eligible 
cunistances  would  stimulate  their  en-  spots,  and  sip  their  coffee,  and 
ergies.  Indeed,  considering  the  dis-  discuss  their  political,  religious,  or 
couraging  conditions  under  which  financial  concerns, 
existence  is  maintained,  it  is  won-  The  Carmelite  monks  have,  with- 
derful  ho wtlight-hearted  and  cheer-  in  the  last  year,  built  a  chapel  on 
ful  these  poor  peasants  are.  I  am  the  place  of  Elijah's  sacrifice  ;  bat 
speaking  now  of  the  Druses,  of  as  none  of  them  live  there,  it  is 
whom  alone  I  have  had  experience,  left  under  the  charge  of  a  Druse 
They  have  their  religious  festivals,  family  of  Dahlieh.  As  he  has  the 
which  usually  take  the  form  of  pic-  keys,  he  opens  it  freely  to  his  co- 
nies, generally  to  some  sacred  spot  religionists,  who  troop  in,  the  fe- 
or  the  shrine  of  a  venerated  saint,  males  gazing  open-mouthed  at  the 
Sometimes  it  is   to  the    cave  of  ornaments  on  the  altar ;  and  then 
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they  finally  betake  themselves  to  white  sleeves  of  the  chemise^  wide- 

the  flat  roof,  and  finding  it  in  the  Iv  pointed,  and  which  flow  about 

highest  degree  available  for  danc-  the  forearm  after  escaping  from 

iBg  purposes,  they  form  their  terp-  the  slw>rt  cloak  sleeves,  form  asimple 

sichorean  circles  on  its  smooth  sur-  but  very  graceful  feature  of  tnis 

face.     I  wondered,  as  I  gazed  on  costume,  whether  they  float  freely 

these  groups  of  lively  performers,  or  are  twisted  for  convenience  in 

whether  the  roof  of  a  Roman  Cath-  work  about  the  elbow.     Scarves  of 

olic  chapel  had  ever  been  put  to  various  bright  colours  are  wound 

such  a  use  before.  about  the  waist,  and  the  cloak  is 

The  dances,  which  are  somewhat  usually  caught  together  below  the 

monotonous,    and    always  in   the  bosom,  giving  that  double  girdle 

highest  degree  proper,  consist  of  often  presented  in  ancient  classical 

circles  of  dancers,  either  male  or  costume.     The  simple  long  white 

female,  who  clasp  each  other  by  cloth,  with  the  centre  of  one  edge 

their    girdles,   moving    round    in  drawn  low  upon  the  forehead,  its 

measured  step.     In  the  centre  of  two  ends  hanging  down  the  back 

the  girls'  circle,  one  or  two  of  their  almost  to  the  heels,  bound  fast  by 

number     wave    handkerchiefs    or  a  wide  fillet  of  brilliant  colour  tied 

scarves    above    their    heads,    and  round  the  head,  completes  very  at- 

keep    time    to  the  music,   which  tractively,  with  its  ancient  Egvp- 

consists  of  chanting,  hand-clapping,  tian   appearance,  this  simple   but 

and  sometimes  pipes  ;    while  the  highly  characteristic  dress,  which 

men  in  the  centre   of  the   men's  is  enhanced  by  necklaces  and  bang- 

circle  flourish  swords.     Through-  les,  according  to  the  rank  and  posi- 

oat  the   day's   entertainment,  the  tion  of  the  wearer, 

two   sexes    keep    carefully  apart,  I  had  the  best  opportunity   of 

which,  oonsidenng  the  exceptional  observing  all  these  particulars  on 

beauty  of  the  Druse  girls  oi  Dah-  the  occasion   of  my   trip   to   the 

lieh,  must  be  rather  trying  to  the  Neby  Schaib,  in  company  with  the 

young  men  of  that  village.  pilgrimage  of  Dahlieh  Druses  to 

The  costume  of  the  women,  who  that  venerated  shrine.  Here  were 
in  this  part  of  the  country  make  gathered  the  sheikhs  and  the  most 
no  attempt  to  conceal  their  gener-  important  representatives  of  some 
ally  pretty  faces,  is  eminently  be-  twelve  or  fourteen  villages,  each 
coming,  and  consists  of  a  loose  outer  sheikh  arriving  like  some  feudal 
garment  or  sort  of  cloak,  of  a  rich  chief  of  old,  surrounded  by  his 
colour,  linen  or  woollen,  open  all  clansmen  singing  and  firing,  and 
down  the  front  so  as  to  display  by  women  screaming.  I  remained 
the  whole  underdress,  with  light  encamped  there  three  days,  dur- 
fileeves,  cut  above  the  elbow — the  ing  which  the  festival  lasted,  and 
whole  trimmed  either  with  wide  gained  an  insight  into  Druse  re- 
bands  of  reddish  satin,  or  with  a  ligious  observances  and  national 
rich  cross-stitch  embroiderv  of  silk,  manners  which  is  not  often  en- 
The  unsightliness  of  the  bagging  joyed  by  an  outsider.  The  shrine 
trousers  of  dark  blue  is  lost  under  was  most  picturesquely  situated 
the  long  semi-transparent  chemise,  in  a  narrow  rocky  gorge,  and 
which  falls  over  them  so  as  nearly  consisted  of  a  lofty  dome-shaped 
to  cover  them  as  a  white  tunic,  building,  the  upper  chamber  of 
generally  striped  with  thicker  .which  is  about  70  feet  long  by  40 
white,  and  tastefully  embroidered  Iwide,  and  contains  the  tomb  of 
with  silk   round   the  neck.     The  the  prophet,  enclosed  in  a  wooden 
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screen  hung  with  red  cloth,  while  litical  constitution  gives  them  a 
over  the  tomb  itself  was  spread  a  power  for  combined  action  which 
sort  of  green  silk  pall  embroidered  ^tbe  Christian  sects,  with  their  jeal- 
with  gold  stars.  Some  of  the  ousies,  bigotry,  and  internal  dissen- 
Druse  sheikhs  who  accompanied  sions,  do  not  enjoy, 
me,  reverently  pressed  their  lips  to  Soon  after  sunset  the  uproar  died 
this.  They  then  pointed  out  a  away,  the  elders  wished  me  good- 
square  block  of  limestone,  in  the  night,  and  silently  trooped  up-stairs 
centre  of  which  was  a  piece  of  to  the  great  hall,  whence  issued  the 
alabaster  containing  the  imprint  younger  part  of  the  female  com- 
of  a  human  foot  of  natural  size,  munity,  and  I  retired  to  the  door  of 
The  toes  were  not  defined,  but  the  my  tent,  to  sit  in  the  bright  moon- 
impression  was  so  distinct,  that  it  light  and  contemplate  the  strange 
was  easy  to  understand  why  it  surroundings  of  my  night-quartera. 
should  have  seized  hold  of  the  Soon  there  broke  upon  tne  still- 
popular  imagination.  It  was  of  ness  of  the  night  tne  measured 
course  believed  to  be  the  foot-  cadence  of  a  sacred  chant.  Now 
print  of  the  prophet,  and  the  it  swelled,  as  numerous  voicet«,  male 
Druses  said  that  it  exuded  a  per-  and  female,  took  up  the  chorus ; 

Fetual  moisture,  which,  however,  now  it  died  away  to  a  single  voice. 

failed   to   perceive.     In  curious  Not  often  before,  probably,  had  a 

contrast    to  these   sacred   objects  stranger    been    able  to   listen   so 

was  the  scene  which  was  taking  closely  to  the  tones  and  rhythmical 

place  in  the  venerated  chamber  that  sounds  which  characterise  the  mys- 

contained  them.     When  I  visited  terious  and  occult  worship  of  the 

it,  it  was  being  used  as  the  ladies'  Druses.     It  differs  from  all  other 

dining  -  room,    and   was   crowded  religions    in    this,    that   they    ad- 

with  a  laughing,  chattering,  feed-  dress  no  prayers  or  invocations  to 

ing  feminine  multitude,  with  their  the  Deity — and  from  most  oriental 

glorious  eyes,  white  regular  teeth,  religions,    that    the    women   take 

bewitching    smiles,    and    delicate  part  in  some  of  their  ceremonies, 

fingers  plunged  up  to  the  knuckles  Not    in    all,   however,    for    upon 

into  huge  piles  of  greasy  rice.     On  the   following  night    the   womeD 

the  terraces  and  in  the  court  be-  were   excluded.     Throughout    the 

low  men  were  dancing ;  while  the  greater  part  of  two   consecutive 

sheikhs   and    itkkul,    or    initiated  nights,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 

into  the  holy  mysteries,  who  de-  did  these  services  last ;  though,  as  I 

spise  all  such  frivolities  which  are  fell  asleep,on  each  occasion,  towards 

permitted    to   the   youth   of  both  morning,  I  cannot  precisely  say  at 

sexes,   were   seated    in    a  solemn  what  hour  they  were  conclade<l. 

circle  apart,  discussing  either  re-  It  will  be  seen  from  this  narra- 

ligion    or  the  political   questions  tive  of  some  of  my  experiences  of 

affecting    the    interests    of    their  life  in  a  Druse  village  m  the  most 

nation, — most  probably  the  latter,  romantic  and  historical  moontjun 

for  there   can  be  no  doubt   that  in  Palestine,  that  it  is  one's  own 

they  utilise  these  pious  gatherings  fault  if  it  is  dull  or  monotonooBy 

for  secular  purposes — the  exclusive  and  that,  for  those  whoare  not  afraid 

character  of  their  religion,  and  the  of  making  interests  for  themselveSi 

secrecy  which  surrounds  it,  enab-  while  they  become  identified  with 

ling  them  to  organise  in  a  special  those  by  which  they  are  surround- 

manner,   while  the  theocratic  ele-  ed,  it  is  not  without  its  respond, 

ment  which  enters  into  their  po-  bilities  and  its  charm. 
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PLAIN    FRANCES    MOWBRAY. 

iCHAPTBB  I. 

A  DAT  of  Steady  downpour  at  anoe  ;  upon   large   canvasses,   not 

Venice  is  not  one  of    the  most  any  of  them,  indeed,  of  any  very 

cheerful    things  I  know.      It    is  transcendent  or  inestimable  value^ 

worst,  of  course,  in  November  and  still  irradiated    with    that    glow 

December,  because  of  the  bleakness  which   lights  up  even    the    least 

then  of  everything ;  because  of  the  distinguished  members  of  an  illus- 

bare  trees  in  the  sparsely  scattered  trious  period  ;  upon   bronzes   and 

gardens,  of  the  nakedness  of  the  carved  woodworK  ;  upon   marble 

Tine  twigs,  which  in  summer  time  columns ;  upon  a  great  deal  of  deli- 

make  so  delightful  an  awning  at  cately-scrolled  and  intertwined  iron- 

the   traghetti  and   over  the  more  work  around  the  windows.     It  wa» 

fortunate  of  the  balconies.     Even  such  a  room,  in  short,  as  one  oom- 

in   April  and  May,  however,  it  is  monly  associates  with  royal  or  semi- 

quite  bad  enough.     From   end  to  royal  residences  in   otoer    towns, 

end  of  the  Grand  Canal  a  uniform  but  in  Venice  it  merelv  formed  part 

soot  colour,  whitish  in  the  houses,  of  a  suite  of  f  urnisncd  lodgings, 

pure  soot  in  the  water,  inclining  — very  good    furnished    lodgings, 

to  blackness  in  the  archways  and  but  nothing  at  all  so  extraordinary 

under  the  shadows  of  the  bridges  ;  or  out  of  the  way.     Lady  Frances 

blue,  red,  green,  and   orange  only  and  her  brother  had  occupied  it  off 

where  the  flaming  advertisements  and   on  now   for  the   last   six  or 

diversify  the  otherwise  unalleviated  seven  years,  paying  a  rent  of  a  few, 

floom  ;  funereal  convoys  of  gon-  very  few,  thousand  francs  a- year, 
olas  slipping  by  with  a  woeful  and  putting  in  additional  touches 
air,  propelled  by  gloomy  figures  in  here  and  there  from  time  to  time 
long  black  or  white  cloaks,  des-  as  their  taste  or  fancy  suggested, 
pondent,  like  men  weighed  down  but  not  materially  altering  or  even 
with  the  consciousness  of  a  des-  modifying  its  aspect.  They  did 
tiny  which  it  is  heart-breaking  to  not,  of  course,  spend  the  whole 
oontemplate  and  hopeless  to  evade,  year  there,  going  away  as  a  rule  in 
Lady  frances  Mowbray  walked  up  early  summer,  and  not  returninr 
and  down  the  floor  of  her  principal  until  the  fogs  of  November  and 
sitting-room  at  the  Traghetto  San  December  had  given  place  to  some- 
Eustachio,  now  and  then  stopping  thing  like  a  semblance  of  springs 
to  look  out  of  one  of  the  windows.  Even  January,  February,  and 
There  were  no  fewer  than  six  win-  March  are  cold  enpugh,  however, 
dowB  in  the  room,  not  to  mention  in  Venice,  and  there  were  plenty 
some  smaller  ones  in  the  lunettes  of  places  where  they  would  have 
under  the  ceiling,  which  were  per-  been  warmer  and  snugger  than  in 
fectly  useless,  of  course,  for  the  that  great  gilded  saloon  of  theirs, 
purpose  of  observation.  The  light  where  such  heat  as  was  given  out 
from  these  six  windows  fell  upon  by  the  green  earthenware  stone 
walls  enlivened  with  much  gilding  seemed  to  make  a  duty  of  travelling 
and  white  plaster  work,  happily  straight  upwards  to  the  domed  ceiU 
toned  down  dv  time  and  indifferent  ing  amongst  the  gods  and  goddess- 
usage  to  a  mild  and  mellow  radi-  es  sitting  enthroned  upon  plump 
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plaster  clouds,  from  which  exalted  if  in  some  respect  also  a  divided 

sphere  it  descended,  too  effectually  life.     In  their  aisunion,  indeed,  as 

chilled  to  administer  much  comfort  in  their  affection,  there  was  some- 

to  the  inferior  beings  sitting  be-  thing     quasi-matrimonial      about 

numbed  and  shivering  below.  them   which   was  not   a   little  di- 

Lady  Frances  was  very  fond  of  verting  to  their  numerous  friends, 
her  Venetian  apartment,  however,  and  which  seemed  to  be  borne  oat 
— fonder  than  of  any  other  abode  by  their  very  names — Colonel  and 
which  it  would  have  been  possible  Lady  Frances  Mowbray  :  could 
for  her  now  to  inhabit.  She  had  anything  be  more  absolutelv  sug- 
become  used  too,  and  in  her  youth,  gestive  of  man  and  wife  ?  Indeed 
to  larger  fluctuations  of  climate  in  Venice — rather  famous  for 
than  any  which  even  Venice  can  malicious  stories,  and  not  always 
show,  and  was  not  therefore  par-  equally  innocent  ones — a  tale  is 
ticularly  sensitive  on  that  score,  told  of  a  lady  who,  having  been 
The  colonel  her  brother  was  of  introduced  to  the  pair,  was  heard, 
opinion  indeed  that  there  were  upon  their  departure,  calmly  and 
many  places  in  the  world  that  audibly  inquinng  of  her  hostess 
would  have  been  livelier  to  live  what  family  they  had,  and  whether 
in  than  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic,  the  daughters  were  as  excruciating- 
But  then  he  was  very  fond  of  his  ly  ugly  as  their  mother  ; — a  pieoe 
sister  :  it  was  she  who  contributed  of  indiscreet  inquisitiveness  which 
the  lion's  share  of  their  mutual  was  brought  to  a  summary  con- 
housekeeping  ;  she  who  took  the  elusion  by  the  subdued  but  irre- 
whole  trouble  and  responsibility  sistible  titterings  of  the  assembled 
of  things  in  general  off  his  hands  ;  company  ! 

and   he   was   therefore    well  con-  Poor  Lady  Frances,  if  she  had 

tent   to  follow   her  guidance, — so  ever  heard  the  anecdote — which, 

long,  that  is,  as  she  did  not  insist  perhaps,  who  knows,  she  may  have 

upon    dragging    him   quite  away  done — might  fairly  have  retorted 

from  the  dear  face  of  humanity —  that  she  had  been  more  of  a  mother 

a  piece  of  self-immolation  of  which  than     many    mothers — only     that 

he    secretly   believed    her    to    be  neither  self -laudation  nor  repartee 

perfectly  capable,   and   which   he  were  at  all  in  her  line.     Standing 

always   held  himself  in  readiness  there   in   the   grey   light   of    that 

to   combat    should    the    occasion  wet    Venetian     afternoon,     there 

arise.  was  no  doubt  that  she  was  a  very 

Colonel   Hal  Mowbray   was  an  ugly   woman    indeed — tall,   grim, 

ex-Guardsman,  a  man  of  London  gaunt,  stiff-backed ;  her  hair,  which 

^  and  of  the  clubs,  social  to  the  very  was  a  dark  iron-grey,  put   tightly 

tips     of    his    fingers,   a  ci-devant  back  from   her    face,   showing    a 

dandy,  and  a  bit  of  a   bon  viveur  breadth  but  likewise   a  height  of 

too, though  the  latter  happily  nowa-  forehead   which    even     the    very 

days  of   the  most  exemplarily  do-  loveliest  of   her  sex  would  hardly 

me^ticated  type.     He  was  an  old  in  these  days  have  the  hardihood 

bachelor,  just  as  his  sister  was  an  to  expose.     A  very   ugly  woman 

old  maid ;  and  although   no  two  undeniably,    and     an     ill-dressed 

people  in   the   whole   wide  world  one   to  boot,  without   any  graces 

could  be  found  less  alike,  no  two  or  manners  to  speak  of ;  and  yet 

people  upon  the  whole  could  have  no  one,  I  think,  could  have  looked 

fittedbetter  into  each  other's  moods  at  her  without  feeling  that  there 

or  combined  to  lead  a  more  united,  was  more  about  her  than  met  the 
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eye.  A  good  deal  of  past  history  merely  for  the  sake  of  the  pay, 
was  written  in  her  face, — not  mere-  though  that  was  acceptable  enough, 
ly  the  narrow,  feminine,  individual  but  still  more  for  the  sake  of  the 
history,  but  something  larger,  work  and  the  position  which,  upon 
something  of  past  achievement ;  the  whole,  suited  him  admirably, 
of  important  decision  arrived  at,  despite  .many  groans  and  much 
important  councils  shared.  Wo-  unconquerably  self-pity.  His  two 
men's  faces  are  less  malleable,  as  younger  daughters  were  both  mar- 
a  rule,  than  men's,  which  makes  ried  before  this  part  of  his  career 
their  portraits  (setting  aside  the  began,  so  that  although  they  and 
question  of  beauty)  much  the  their  husbands  paid  occasional 
less  interesting  of  the  two.  Lady  visits  both  to  India  and  to  Canada, 
fVances's  f ace^owever,  wassignifi-  and  tasted  the  sweets  of  viceregal 
cant  enough.  It  must  have  been  life,  and  lent  grace  to  its  paste- 
a  very  stupid  person  indeed  who  board  pageants,  it  was  upon  his 
failed  to  perceive  at  a  glance  that  elder  daughter  Frances  that  the 
she  had  at  some  time  or  other  whole  stress,  the  whole  seriousness, 
filled  a  larger  sphere  than  falls  to  and,  internally,  the  whole  respon- 
the  lot  of  most  plain  single  women  sibility,  of  both  posts  lay. 
of  fifty-four.  So,  in  fact,  it  had  It  cannot  be  said,  poor  soul,  that 
been.  Her  father,  John,  fifth  she  had  ever  lent  much  grace  to 
Earl  of  Loftsborough,  had  been  a  any  pageants  !  and  of  this  she  had 
€k)vemor  -  General  of  India  in  been  always  acutely  conscious  to 
days  when  a  Governor-Generalship  the  last  quivering  fibre  of  her  ugly, 
meant  more,  at  any  rkte  upon  the  ungainly  person.  She  did  not,  be- 
spot,  than  at  present.  Before  that,  cause  she  could  not,  help  to  make 
^ain,  he  had  been  Governor-  of  her  father's  court  a  very  brilliant 
^neral  of  Canada,  and  in  both  affair  socially  ;  but  she  did  more, 
capacities  his  daughter  Frances  for  it  is  doubtful  whether  without 
had  been  his  main  strength  and  her  at  his  elbow  he  would  have 
support.  £ver  since  she  was  been  enabled  to  hold  his  own  in  it 
seventeen,  at  which  age  she  had  even  a  single  day.  In  all  things 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  her  she  was  his  secret  adviser,  his 
mother,  whatever  there  had  been  counsellor,  his  brain's  carrier;  there 
to  be  done  in  the  Mowbray  family  was  not  a  single  detail  of  his  ad- 
had,  sooner  or  later,  in  fact,  come  ministration  but  what  she  knew  the 
to  be  done  by  Lady  Frances.  It  ins  and  the  outs  of  it  immeasurably 
had  been  a  large  family  in  those  better  than  he  did  himself.  It  was 
early  days,  though  there  were  not  not  so  much  ability  with  which  she 
many  of  them  left  now.  They  had  was  required  to  supply  him — he  had 
never  been  rich,  although  they  plenty  of  his  own,  when  he  cared 
had  always  filled  a  considerable  to  exert  it, — it  was  mainly  the 
place  in  the  world's  estimation  ;  power  of  coming  to  a  decision,  and 
indeed,  had  they  been  rich,  Lord  of  keeping,  moreover,  to  that  de- 
Loftsborough  would  in  all  pro-  cision  when  it  was  made.  Consti- 
bability  never  have  accepted  the  tutionally  and  physically,  Lord 
posts  tnat  were  successively  offered  Loftsborough  was  a  man  incapable 
nim,  for  he  was  an  indolent  man,  of  making  up  his  mind,  and  to 
with  a  distinct  disinclination  to  have  to  do  so  was  to  him  at  all 
take  the  initiative  in  anything,  times  pain  and  grief  unspeakable — 
It  was  Frances  who  worked  him  an  idiosyncrasy  which  ne  shared 
up  to  the  point  of  doing  so,  not  with  all  his   house,    and   had  be- 
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queathed,  with  one    exception,  to  To  efface  herself    whenever   such 

all  his  children.  effaccment  was  possible,  was  her 

Just    as   she   was  the  one  ugly  one  refuge,  her  one  joy,  her  one 

member  of  a  singularly  handsome  solace,      root    soul,    she    was  so 

raci*,  so  Lady    Frances    Mowbray  ugly  ! 

was  the  one  known  member  of  that  >iow  a  man,  let  him  be  never  so 
distinguished  and  historic  house  ugly,  never  so  ungainly,  has  always 
who  had  ever  yet  been  born  with  the  comfortable  consciousness  that 
that  distinctly  desirable  and  ad-  his  ugliness  is  hardly,  after  all,  the 
vantageouH  qualification — a  back-  most  salient  fact  about  him  ;  other 
bone.  This  lack  of  vertebral  con-  qualities  and  qualifications  out- 
sistency  among  the  others  was,  weigh  it,  and  tend  to  throw  it  in 
however,  not  by  any  means  con-  the  shade.  As  he  grows  older, 
spicuously  evident.  On  the  con-  the  impression  wears  off.  The  fact 
trary,  in  few  families  was  there  remains  regrettable,  no  doubt,  but 
more  of  dash  and  courage  than  still  not  a  fact  of  anv  verv  great 
amongst  its  men,  more  of  social  sue-  consequence  after  all.  W  ith  a 
<;ess  and  brilliancy  than  amongst  woman  it  is  otherwise.  Her 
its  women  ;  it  was  only  upon  the  ugliness,  if  she  is  ugly,  becomes, 
great  occasions — the  three  or  four  from  the  moment  she  is  aware 
crucial  and  all-decisive  moments  of  it,  the  salient  fact  of  her  ez- 
of  life — that  this  congenital  limp-  istence — the  nucleus  of  discomfort 
uess  had  come  out.  Then  it  was  around  which  every  other  disoom- 
that  Frances  rose  to  the  front,  fort  turns.  She  sees  it  in  every 
Ever  since  she  was  seventeen,  she  face  she  meets  as  she  walks  about 
had  always  been  the  pilot-boat  in  the  streets ;  she  reads  it  upon  a 
the  storm  ;  the  one  rock  in  the  hundred  irreproachably  polite  lips; 
midst  of  much  sand  ;  the  being  let  her  heroism,  let  her  philosopny 
to  whom  instinctively  the  whole  be  what  it  may,  no  amount  of 
family,  with  one  accord,  turned  in  heroism  or  of  philosophy  will  avail 
an  emergency.  Her  very  disad-  entirely  to  root  it  out  of  her 
vantages  helped  her  here.  Few  consciousness.  In  many  respects 
verv  capable  women  possess  the  Frances  Mowbray — plain  Frances 
adcfitional  capability  of  being  able  Mowbray,  as  every  one  except 
to  efface  themselves  at  the  right  her  own  nearest  relations  called 
tim#,  but  here  Frances  shone,  her — had  been  infinitely  better 
The  most  tactless  of  women  under  off  than  most  equally  ugly  women. 
ordinary  circumstances,  her  tact  in  As  long  as  he  had  lived,  her 
this  respect  was  infallible,  and  that  father  had  seen  to  that.  If  she 
for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  had  eked  out  his  flaccidity  from 
not  really  tact  at  all.  Her  in-  her  own  reservoirs  of  strength,  he 
stincts,  no  less  than  her  wishes,  upon  the  other  hand,  had  thrown 
had  always  been  to  efface  herself  ;  the  shelter  of  his  own  splendid 
to  do  the  work,  whatever  it  might  presence,  the  prestige  of  his  own 
be,  and  to  let  who  would  wear  the  social  charm,  around  the  uglVy  un- 
crowns and  the  credit.  This  may  attractive  woman  who  calted  him 
sound  like  the  acme  and  incarnation  father.  As  far  as  man  can  shelter 
of  magnanimity,  but  in  reality  woman — which  is  not  perhape  say- 
there  was  nothing  particularly  ing  a  very  great  deal  after  all — 
magnanimous  about  it.  She  toaa  Lady  Frances  Mowbray  had  been 
a  magnanimous  woman,  but  her  sheltered,  not  merely  from  any* 
magnanimity  was  not  shown  here,  thing  like  neglect,  but  from  those 
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sharper  because  more  insidious  as-    before   the   reins    of   government  - 
saults  which  generally,  it  is  to  be    dropped    from    his    hands — Lord 
feared,  come  to  her  from  her  own    Loftsborough's  health  had  broken 
sex.      Publicly    or    privately,   no    down    rather    suddenly,   and    the 
faintest  intimation  of  that  discom-    last  six  or  seven  years  of  his  life 
fort  which  even  the   kindliest  of    had    been  spent   quietly  and   un- 
fathers  or  brothers  will  at  times    eventfully   at   his   own   estate   in 
show,  had  ever  looked  at  her  out    Suffolk,  with  occasional  excursions 
of  his  handsome  eyes.      Had  she    to   London   or  elsewhere,   as   the 
been  the  loveliest  of  women,  the    humour    prompted    him.      When 
fairest,  the  most  engaging,  he  could    he  died, — an  event  which  had  oc- 
not  have  shown  a  warmer  pride  in    curred  about   eight    years  before 
her  or  a  keener  desire  to  set  her    this    little     tale     opens,  —  almost 
up  in  her  pride  of  place,  and  to    everything    that    it    was    in     his 
produce   her  to    the   world   upon    power  to  leave,  exclusive  of  such 
every  occasion,  suitable  or  unsuit-    possessions  as  ought,  rightfully  if 
able.      Even  this,  poor  soul,   was    not  legally,  to  go  to  the  head  of 
part  of  her  life's  penance.      She    the  house,  was  left  to  Lady  Frances 
loved    her  father  for    it,   but    it    — a    disposition    which,    to    their 
added   unspeakably  to    the    diffi-    honour    be    it  said,  not   a  single 
culties  of  ner  life.      The  eternal,    member  of  the  family  had   been 
never-ending  necessity  of  dressing    found  to  cavil  at.     The  sisters  had 
up  ;  making  the  best,  so  far  as  her    both  married  rich  men,  while  of 
indifferent  lights  enabled  her,  of    the  live  brothers  only  two  were  now 
the  worst  possible  materials  ;  con-    left,  and  of  these  one  was  the  pre- 
tinually  presenting  herself  to  fresh    sent  earl,  to  whom  all   the  more 
strangers  ;  submitting  to  the  scru-    solid  possessions  of  the  family  nat- 
tiny  of  new  eves  ;    exercising  the    urally  accrued  ;  and  the  other  was 
inevitable  social  genuflexions  and    Colonel   Hal,  who  had  already  a 
politeness ;    all    this   was  a   slow    small    fortune    of    his    own,    left 
torture  and  a  small  martyrdom  to    to   him  by    an  uncle,    who     had 
the  proud,capable,diflident  woman,    always  been  his  father's  aide-de- 
conscious   of  so  much  more  than    camp,   and   practically,  therefore, 
average  abilities ;  of  the  kindliest    his    sister's    also,    who    was    her 
intentions ;    of  a   thousand   lofty    especial   double   and   second   self, 
and  heroic  impulses;  but,above  and    so   that    it   was    well    understood 
beyond  evervthing  else,  conscious    that  whatever  was  hers  was,  as  a 
of  that  cardinal  ntct  of  her  own    matter  of  course,  his  also.     There 
irredeemable     ugliness,    which,    was  no  house  to  leave   excepting 
whether   others   forgot  it  or  not,    one    at     Brighton,     where     Lord 
was  never  out  of  her  recollection    Loftsborough    had    spent    a    few 
for  a  single  instant,  and  which  had    months,  and  which  he  had  taken 
become  to  her  a  sort  of  second  skin,    into  his  head  to  buy,  more  as   a 
hardly  less  clinging,  and  certainly    speculation  than  as  anything  else, 
no  less  difficult  to  escape  from,  than    Lady  Frances  detested  Brighton, 
the  first.  and  had,  therefore,  made  haste  to 

All  this  that  I  have  been  re-  let  the  house,  which  for  her  held 
counting  was  old  history  now,  no  associations  or  interest  of  any 
poor  Lady  Frances's  worst  social  sort.  Since  that  time  she  and  the 
troubles  being  over  and  done  with  Colonel  had  lived  about  the  world 
a  good  many  years  back.  Soon  together,  generally  and  by  prefer- 
after  leaving  India — almo8t,in  fact,    ence  in  Italy,  the  instant  and  never- 
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failing  popularity  of  the  brother  alone  in  her  own  den»  instead  of 
balancing,  and  to  some  extent  out-  spoiling  Comtesse  B/s  or  Princi* 
weighing,  the  no  less  decided  an-  pessa  S.'s  rooms  by  ffrowling  aboat 
popularity  of  the  sister.  Not  but  them  ?  When  people,  women  espe* 
what  Lady  Frances  had  her  stout  cially,  had  attained  a  certain  age, 
friends  too,  who  would  have  gone  — she  did  not  say  when  they  were 
to  the  sti^ke  in  support  of  her  ex-  grotesquely  ugly,  for  that  she  was 
cellences  ;  but  tnese  trusty  souls  aware  by  long  experience  awa||:- 
were  scattered,  and  for  the  most  ened  a  storm  of  mdignant  pro- 
part  silent,  and  the  general  vote  test, — it  was  better  for  them  to 
of  society  was  distinctly  adverse,  remain  quietly  at  home  in  their 
She  did  not  covet  its  suffrages  own  shells,  instead  of  taking  up 
much.  She  had  done  her  duty  the  room  of  those  who  were  young- 
in  that  respect  in  early  days,  er  and  brighter  and  livelier  than 
and    might    fairly   therefore,   she  they. 

held,  claim  exemption  now.  Colo-  1  o  these  arguments,  however 
nel  Mowbray — who  shared  with  frequently  put  forward,  the  CoU 
his  father  the  amiable  quality  of  one!  would  invariably  proffer  in- 
ignoring  his  sister's  social  disabil-  dignant  opposition,  but  in  the 
ities  —  was  never  tired  of  re-  end, — finding  that  opposition  pro- 
monstrating  with  her  upon  this  duced  no  perceptible  effect, — he 
point ;  and  at  Venice  hardly  an  would  call  for  his  gondola  and  dis- 
evening  passed  without  an  arnica-  appear  down  some  one  or  other  of 
ble  dispute  between  them  on  the  many  watery  ways,  while  she 
the  matter,  as  a  sort  of  prelude  would  remain  by  the  fire  or  the 
and  preparatory  to  the  Colonel's  open  window,  as  the  case  might  be» 
own  departure.  She  was  a  per-  or  reading  her  book  by  the  lamp- 
feet  "  orsa,"  he  would  declare,  light  which  left  so  many  dark  cor- 
striding  indignantly  up  and  down  ners  in  the  large,  over  large,  room. 
under  the  lamplight.  Whv  would  She  never  wished  that  he  would 
she  not  accompany  him  this  even-  return  to  her  sooner  than  he  did.  If 
ing — just  this  one  evening — to  the  she  felt  sleepy,  she  went  to  bed;  if 
Comtesse  de  B.,  or  the  Principessa  not,  she  sat  up  until  he  returned, 
S.,  as  the  case  might  be  ?  She  and  waited  for  his  report  of  the 
needn't  stay  long — only  look  in  evening.  She  took  the  liveliest  in- 
fer an  hour  or  two — and  the  poor  terest  m  the  sayings  and  doings  of 
Principessa  was  so  fond  of  her !  her  neighbours,  as  is  not  unfre- 
She  was  always  talking  to  him  quently  the  case  with  people  who 
about  her,  and  would  be  }>articu.  snrink  from  confronting  them 
larly  hurt  at  her  not  coming  !  much  in  their  own  persons.  To 
Really  it  wasn't  kind  !  sit  at  home  and  to  receive  her 
Whereat  Lady  Frances  would  brother's  report  upon  his  return, 
smile  and  shake  ner  head,  looking  was  to  her  perception  quite  wild 
at  her  brother  the  while  a  trifle  and  hilarious  festivity, 
sceptically  out  of  those  deep-set  The  Colonel,  too,  was  a  good 
brown  eyes  of  hers,  which  were  raconteur^ — not  picturesque,  but 
the  only  approach  to  an  attraction  fairly  vivid  ;  a  quality  due  partly 
in  her  poor  plain  face.  Yes,  it  to  his  indomitable  freshneas  of 
was  quite  true,  she  was  an  "  orsa,"  enjoyment  which  was  a  gift  direct 
she  admitted  placidly  ;  and  being  from  the  gods,  partly  to  a  long 
so,  was  it  not  better  to  let  her  re-  habit  of  retaining  and  retailing 
main  behind,   and  growl  quietly  such   items    in    his  oharaoter    oi 
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Booiml  purveyor.  He  knew  every-  libellously  her  face  mielit  some- 
body, and  something  about  every-  times  report  upon  her  in  this  re- 
body,  and  if  not  endowed  with  spect  :  tne  enthusiasms  of  youth 
any  very  remarkable  degree  of  were  combined  to  a  ^eat  degree 
perspicuity,  could  still  put  two  indeed  in  her  with  the  tolerance 
and  two  together  in  a  snfficiently  of  age  and  a  capacity  for  self- 
Batiafactory  fashion.  Lady  Fran-  detachment,  rarer  perhaps  than 
068  would  sit,  and  nod  her  head,  either.  But,  then,  as  no  human 
and  blink  her  eyes,  and  make  her  being  (excepting  Ifo  a  limited  ex- 
own  deductions,  not  always  quite  tent,  her  own  family)  ever  gave 
in  the  same  direction.  She,  too,  her  credit  for  anything  of  the  sort, 
coold  put  two  and  two  together,  it  is  obvious  that,  for  all  practical 
though  with  results  different  often  purposes,  it  might  nearly  as  well 
from  her  brother's.  In  this  way  she  nave  been  non-existent, 
gathered  orguessed  more  about  the  She  was  waiting  for  her  brother 
people  that  surrounded  her  than  now,  he  having  gone  out  three 
naif  those  who  spent  every  night  of  or  four  hours  before  to  breakfast 
their  lives  in  their  company.  She  with  a  friend,  and  having  not 
exercised  herself  in  these  small  yet  returned.  She  rather  wished, 
matters,  having,  in  truth,  no  larger  on  this  occasion,  that  he  would 
ones  now  upon  which  she  could  come  back,  as  he  was  somewhat 
exercise  herself,  and  possessing  a  given  to  catching  colds,throagh  one 
fund  of  human  interest  which  of  which  she  had  already  had  to 
craved  employment.  No  doubt  nurse  him  only  that  very  spring, 
she  often  perceived  a  good  deal  A  gondola,  it  is  true,  is  a  good 
more  than  there  was  to  perceive —  safe  coach,  and  of  course  the  gon- 
endowing  her  neighbours  with  an  dola  had  its  fdze^  or  covering 
array  of  qualities  and  intentions,  on.  Still  the  rain,  which  had 
which  would  considerably  have  hardly  begun  when  her  brother 
astonished  their  worthy  minds,  had  had  left,  had  now  come  on  heavily, 
they  been  capable  of  seeing  into  and  threatened  continuance,  and 
hers  ;  but  at  least  it  did  nobody  any  had  brought  with  it  a  chill  wind, 
very  great  harm.  It  was  a  fashion  which  was  apt  to  find  its  way  even 
of  composing  fiction,  more  satisf ac-  through  the  best  fitted  apertures, 
tory,  perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  than  The  Colonel,  too,  had  a  jaunty, 
that  of  reducing  it  to  pen  and  ink,  young-mannish  way  of  ignoring  the 
for  the  substructure,  at  any  rate,  very  possibility  of  his  catching 
was  bound  to  be  solid,  and  if  the  cold,  which  added  not  a  little  to 
edifice  raised  was  loftier  and  of  his  sister's  anxieties  on  his  behalf, 
larger  proportions  than  the  facts  Yes,  she  really  wished,  she  thought, 
warranted,  whv,  then,  so  much  the  that  he  would  come, 
worse  obviously  for  the  latter,  and  Finding  that  he  did  not  do  so, 
the  better  for  the  imagination  of  she  went  oack  after  a  while  to  her 
the  builder  !  own  particular  seat  in  an  angle 
One  thing  these  sociological  between  the  fireplace  and  the  win- 
studies,  carried  on  through  the  dow,  and  took  up  a, book;  but  the 
twofold  medium  of  her  brother  book  dropped  presently  on  to  her 
and  her  Venetian  neighbours,  cer-  lap,  and  she  took  to  thinking, 
tainly  did  not  do,  and  that  was  dreaming,  rather,  open-eyed,  over 
to  embitter  or  make  her  cynical,  scenes,  Dygone  scenes,  many  of 
She  was  not  a  single  atom  cynical,  which  seemed  to  her  now  very 
poor  soul,  or  even  cross,  however  little  more  real  than  if  they  had 
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literally  happened  in  dreams.     She    was  not  from  any  dislike   of   her 

got  tired   at    last    of «  this    exer-  neighbours,  bat  from  an  old  sen- 

cise   also,   as   well    as    of  sitting  sitiveness     of    hers    to    obsenra- 

alone    in  that     great     white   and  tion,  which    seemed    to    increase 

gold  8ala  of  hers — surrounded  by,  rather  than    to   diminish     as  she 

and  as  it  were  embedded  in,  that  grew  older.     The  other  and  oppo- 

pcculiar  Venetian  silence  which  is  site  window  of  the  ante-room  looked 

unlike   any   other   silence    in   the  out  upon  a  small   flagged  campOy 

world,  and  which  at  present   was  at  the  end  of  which  there   was  a 

broken  only  by  a  vague  sound  of  traghettOy  or  ferry,  where,  for  the 

dropping  water,  which  might  quite  sum  of  three-farthings,  you  might 

conceivably  have   come   from  the  be  ferried  over  to  the  opposite  side. 

inside  of  one  of  the  great  Tin toret-  All  day   long  in  tine  weather  this 

toish  pictures  upon  the   walls,    so  was  thronged  with  gondoliers  and 

vague  and  so  all-pervading  was  it.  passengers,  streaming   backwards 

She  got  up  accordingly  again,  and  and  forwards  to  the  one  side  or  the 

went   into   an   ante-room,     where  other.     At  present  a  single  sickly 

there  were  two   windows,   one  of  and  gloomy  looking  man,  in  black 

which  looked  into  a  sauare  space  cloth  clothes,  and  without  an  um- 

or  court  in    the    middle    of    the  brella,  was  seated  there  all   alone, 

bouses.     Here  there   was   nothing  huddled  upon  the  bench,  and  resign- 

at  all    vague  or  indistinct  in  the  edly  accepting  the  pel  tine  rain  upon 

sound  of  the  water.     The  sides  of  his  shoulders;  while  a  solitary  gon- 

the  court  were  pierced  all   round  dola,  propelled  by  an  old  man  with 

by     irregularly-shaped     windows,  a  sack  slung  cloak  fashion  around 

])rotected  by  iron  gratings  ;   and  him,  was  slowly    making  his   way 

below,  the  court  itself  opened  on  across  to   him  from   the  opposite 

the  Mowbrays'  side  into  a  vaulted  side  of  the  canal — a  sort  of  modem 

room,  columned  and  glazed — a  sort  version    of   Charon  and  the  river 

of  glorified  boat-house — where  the  Styx,  drawn  out  in  lamp-blaok  and 

gondoliers  sat  and  discussed   high  Indian  ink. 

matters  connected  with  their  craft.  Lady     Frances     had    not   been 

;jnd  opposite  to  which  was  a  broad  standing  very  long  at  this  window 

outside   staircase   leading    to   the  before  she  heard  a  sound  of  yoices 

main  door  of  the  apartment.  A  cir-  coming  up  from  the  vaulted  regions 

cular  hole  was  visible  in  the  centre  underneath,  and   craned  her  neck 

of  the  flagging,  and  towards  this  a  over  to  see  who   the  new   comers 

l)erfect  cataract  of  rain-water  was  were.     It  was,  as  she  saw  to  her 

at  that  moment  descending.  Every  satisfaction,  Colonel  Hal,  and  with 

pipe  in  every  wall  all   round    the  him  were  two  young  men,   friends 

court  was  discharging  its  contents  of  his,  who   stopped,   however,  at 

with  a  will :  one  would  have  said  the  foot  of  the  stairs,   and  were 

there  was  a  regular  organised   as-  not  to  be  persuaded  to  mount,  in 

sault  directed  from  all  sides  upon  spite  of  reiterated  proffers  of  hos- 

a*  given  point.     Faces,  attracted  by  pitality  upon  his  part 

the  uproar,  peered  inquisitively  out  "  She    won't — upon    the     con- 

of  the  windows  of  the  other  houses  trary,  she'll  be  delighted,  I   assure 

in  every  variety  of  head-gear,  and  you,"  she  heard   her  brother   say. 

through  every  variety  of  scrolled  "  Come  in,  and  I'll   make   you  a 

and  twisted  grating.  Lady  Frances  glass  of  sherry-cobbler.      Nothing 

drew  back  into  the  ante-room  when  like  sherry-cobbler    upon     a  wet 

she  perceived  these  other  faces.    It  day." 
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"  Not  lo-day,  thank  you,  Colonel.  "Dear,  you're    dreadfully  wet, 

We're   bound  to   be  back  at  the  aren't   yoii?"    slie   said,  hurrying 

Loricelias'  immediately.    Hallibur-  forward,    and    running  her  hands 

ton,  too,niuatn'trunany  ruoreriaka  anxiously   up  and  down   hie  coat- 

with    that    sacred    throat   of   bia.  sleeve.        "Do,     please,    go    and 

Besides,    I'm    sure   Lady    Frances  change.     I  know  that  you  will  get 

wouldn't  thank  us  for  bringing  in  that  cold  of  yours  back  again." 

all  this  water  upon  her  carpets."  "Oh    no,    nothing,    nothing    at 

"  Oh,  Frances  won't  mind  ;    she  all    to   signify,    I   assure   you,— it 

never    minds     anything    of    that  was  only  coming  up  the  stairs.     I 

sort,"  her  brother  asseverated  con-  bad    the  /eUe    all    the   time,   you 

fidently.     But  the  young  men  ap-  know.  It  was  a  downpour,  though, 

pareiitly  were  not  to  be  persuaded,  wasn't  it  ?  And  by  the  way,  Fran, 

for  she  heard  their  steps  retreating  ces,  I  told  Baldassare  and  tne  other 

down  the  stone  steps.  man — the  new  one  with  a  squint — 

"  Any  message  for  the    widow,  that  they  should  have  a  glass  of 

Colonel?"  the  one  who  had  before  cognac  each  to  warm  them.     Poor 

spoken  called  back  laughingly,  as  devils,  they're  streaming,  and  they 

tDey  were  passing  back  under  the  hadn't  their  mackintoshee  either." 

low'  archway.     "  We  shall  be  see-  "  Of  course,    dear.      Tell    Wat- 

iog  her,  you  know,  in  ten  minutes  kins  what  you  want,  and  he'll  send 

tim«  at  the  Loricellas'."  it  down  to  the   gondolier's  room. 

Colonel    Hal    laughed    a   little  But  do  go  first  and  change  your 

consciously.     "  You'd  much  better  own    things,    there's  a  dear  boy," 

oome  hack  and  have  that  sherry-  she  added,  entreatingty.  "  I've  got 

cubbler,"  was  all  the  reply  he  made,  a  bit  of  fire  in  the  red  drawing- 

I.ai)y  Frances  at  her  window  on  room    for   you    when    you    come 

the  top  of   the   stairs   listened  to  back,"  she  added.  "  It  was  so  raw, 

thi«  dIalogUR  and  wailed,  ready  to  that  I  thought    you'd   be  glad  of 

stop  hiii-k  iiiio  llu'    drawing-room  it." 

should    her   brother   prove    to   be  "That's    right — Fm    glad    you 

."iccompanied  by  his  friends.  Some-  have  ;  and  I'll  put  on  my  smoking- 

times,  at  the  very  bottom  of  her  suit.      No    one    will    be    likely  to 

soul,  she  could  not   help    wishing  call  on    us    such    an    afternoon  as 

that   he  was  not  quite  so  fond  of  this,  so  there's    no    fear  of  being 

very  young   men's   society.      She  caught  !  "  he  added  with  his  genial 

could  not  help  thinking  that  they  laugh  as  he  disappeared  through 

were  apt  to  laugh  a  little  at  his  the  doorway. 

ultra-youth  fulness,    which    was  ao  Lady  Frances    smiled  a  little  to 

much  greater  than  iheir  own,  and  herself  after  he  bad  gone.      She 

that    a    ataider,    a    less    sociable  did    not   believe    in    her   heart  of 

demeanour,  would  have  been  more  hearts  that  the  Colonel  would  have 

consonant  with  his  standing,  and  been  so  very  much  discomposed  if 

the     dignity     of     his     forty-nine  any   one   had    even    come  in  after 

years.  all,  and  caught  bim  in  that  brown- 

"  After  all,  though,  he  did  look  plush   suit   of  his    with    crimson 

younger   than  any  of  them,"   she  rivers,    which   suited    his   breadth 

thought    relentingly,    as   the  Col-  and   stalwart    fairness  to  the    full 

onel's   broad    handsome    face  and  as  well  as  ever   similar   combina- 

magniiiceJit  atibum  beard  appear-  tions  suited  those  swarthier  Vene- 

ed  at  the    doorway.      "And    hoto  tians  who  crowd  the  background 

much  better  looking  <  "  of  so  many  a  sacred  picture.  After 
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all,   there    was  no   Question    but  Halliburton,  espeoially,  was  splen* 

what  they  enjoyed  their  bravery,  did.     Such  chest  notes  !   Too  bad^ 

she  thought,  so  why  not  he  ?    She  isn't  it,  that  his  people  won't  hear 

was  full  of  these  self-debatin^s —  of  his  going  upon  the  stage  ?    He 

half-critical,  half -admiring — which  came  back  with  me  just  now  ;    so 

never  came  to  anything,  for  they  did  voung  Maitland  Majoribanka. 

were  all  sufficiently  answered  be-  I  asked  them  both  in,   but   they 

forehand.  were  rather  in   a  hurry.       They 

When  her  brother  returned,  she  were  going  on  to  the  Loricellas'. 

had   put  an   extra  log   upon   the  "  Yes  ;  I  heard  them,"  his  sister 

fire,  which  had  sprung  up  into  a  answered.     "  Oh,  and  by  the  way, 

brisk  blaze,  awakening  picturesque  who  was  the  widow  ?  *'    she  added 

gleams  upon  every  object  capable  suddenly,  the  recollection  of  the 

of  such    response.      The    Colonel  last  fragment  of  the  dialogue  com- 

himself  might    fairly   have   been  ing  all' at 'once    back    upon   her 

added  to  the  category,  as  he  came  mind. 

hastily  in,  rubbing  his  hands,  and  "  The  widow  ? "  Colonel  Mow- 
flung  himself  into  a  great  leather-  bray  laughed,  a  laugh  of  some  em* 
covered  armchair,  displacing  as  he  barrassment,  brushing  up  his  beard 
did  so  a  piece  of  heavy  red  and  with  his  hand  as  he  did  so,  as  if 
gold  brocade  which  was  hanging  inconvenienced  by  its  luxuriance, 
over  the  top.  "  This  is  snu^,  "  What  widow  do  you  mean,  Fran. 
Fan  ;  there's  nothing  like  home,  is  ces  ?  "  he  asked  carelessly, 
there,  after  all  !  "  he  said,  stretch-  **  I  don't  know ;  I  heard  them 
ing  out  a  pair  of  embroidered  ask  you  if  you  had  any  message  to 
slippers  to  the  blaze.  His  sister  send  to  the  widow,  liiat  was  all,'^ 
picked  up  the  brocade  and  hung  she  replied,  unsuspectingly. 
It  upon  the  back  of  a  sofa,  then  "  Ah,  yes,  I  remember  now. 
sat  down  in  her  own  particular  Mrs  Markham  they  meant.  They 
chair  on  the  other  side  of  the  were  expecting  to  meet  her  at  the 
stove,  looking  at  him  with  that  Loricellas',  you  know." 
mixture  of  affection  and  admira-  <<  Markham  ?  Is  she  anything  to 
tion  in  her  eyes  which  was  speci-  those  Markhams  we  knew  in  In- 
ally  reserved  for  the  men  of  her  dia — Dorsetshire  people,  I  think  ? 
own  family.  This  one  before  her  One  of  them  was  quartered  at 
was  certainly  the  best  embodiment  Bangalore.  His  wife,  yon  may 
left  now,  for  her  eldest  brother  remember,  was  sent  up  to  Simla, 
was  already  grey  and  a  trifle  and  had  the  measles,  and  I  took  in 
gouty,  while  his  sons  took  after  the  children, — nice  little  trots  of 
their  mother,  who  was  thin-lipped,  four  and  five,  with  a  horribly  dis* 
dark-browed,  and  short,  not  one  of  agreeable  ayah.  I  wonder  what 
them  showing  a  trace  even  of  that  has  become  of  them  ?  They  must 
generous  breadth  and  brilliant  col-  be  nearly  grown  up  by  this." 
curing  which  were  the  distinguish-  '<  Oh  no,  nothing  at  all  to  say  to 
ing  traits  of  the  Mowbrays.  those  people,"  her  brother  answered 

"  And  your  music,  how  did  it  hastily.      '^  She  is  not  English  at 

go  off  ?  "    she  asked,  after  he  had  all,  though  she  speaks  it  splendidly. 

lighted   his  cigarette    and   begun  She's  a  Kussian.^' 

to  puff  at  it.      ^'  I  hope  the  damp  "  A  Russian  !     But  the  name  is 

didn't     get     into     any     of    their  English  surely  ? "          • 

throats?"  ''Yes,  the  husband,  I  suppose, 

"Capitally.     Not  a  bit.     Young  was  an  Englishman,  or  an  Amer* 
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ican,  or  something  or  another.    No  white,and  near  the  horizon,  salmon, 

one  seems  to  know  anything  about  The  very  house-fronts  had  a  newly 

him.     He  is  dead,  anyhow.     She  washed  glow  and  gloss  upon  them; 

was  a  Princess  Matrena  Sladimiro-  the  bleached  and  sun-wasted  shut- 

vitcb — in  her  own  ri^ht,  you  know,  ters,  once  also  green,  having  taken 

She  might  call  herself  so,  I  believe,  a  pale  glaucous  hue,  like  the  back 

if  she  chose,  only  she  doesn't  care  of  some  half -withered  beech-leaf, 

to  do  so.''  Backwards  and  forwards  between 

"  Well,  the  other  is  shorter,  isn't  the  two    glows    the  black  boats 

it  ?  "    Lady  Frances  said,  with  a  scudded  and  shot  deftly  past,  sug- 

smile.       ^'She  doesn't    live    here,  gesting  insects  newly  risen  Qjpon 

does  she?    I  don't   seem  to  have  the  surface  of  s<yne  pond.     The 

ever  heard  the  name  ?  "  sense  of  life  and  recovered  move- 

^'  Oh  dear  no  ;  she  is  only  just  ment  was  strong,  though  for  the 

come.     She  has  never  been  here  be-  most  part  it  was  a  silent  bustle, 

fore.    She's  been  spending  the  win-  save  indeed  down  at  the  traghetto, 

ter  at  Florence.      I  met  her  there  where  the  men  wete  busily  baling 

when  I  was   with  the  Menzikoffs.  out  their  boats  and  retailing  their 

She  is  a  cousin,  I  think,  of  theirs,  ad  ventures  during  the  storm.    How 

She  goes  to  London,  and  is  very  it  rained  !  how  it  olew !  how  flashes 

well   off, — tremendously    rich,    in  of  lightning  had  burst  from  be- 

fact, — and  knows  lots  of  people,  hind  San  Stefano  !  Pietro  had  lost 

She  is  staying  at  the  Britannia."  his  hat,   and  Antonetto  his  oar ! 

The  Colonel  rather  rattled  over  Two  of  Lady  Frances's  gondoliers 
these  facts  as  if  anxious  to  get  to  were  leaning  against  a  wall,  look- 
some  more  interestingsubject,  which  ing  on  at  the  labours  of  their  fel- 
was  to  be  attained  upon  the  other  lows  with  that  supercilious  satis- 
side.  When  he  had  got  through  faction  in  remunerative  idleness  in 
them,  however,  the  other  and  more  which  no  London  lackey  ever  ex- 
interesting  subject  seemed  to  fade  celled  them.  ^*  Lazy  dogs  ! "  the 
into  abeyance,  for  a  silence  en-  Colonel  said,  with  his  genial  laugh, 
sued,  which  was  only  broken  by  Then — "  Apropos  of  wnaX  we  "were 
the  muffled  bplashing  of  the  rain,  talking  of,  Frances,  I  wish  you'd 
the  crackling  and  the  sputtering  of  call  upon  Mrs  Markham,"  he  added 
pieces  of   wood  in  the  stove,  and  abruptly. 

an  occasional  hoarse-throated   cry  She  looked  up   at  him,  wonder- 

of  Poppe !  poppe  I    from  the  trag-  ing   rather   at  the    connection  of 

hetto  underneath  the  windows.  ideas,   but   not   saying  so.      "  Do 

He    returned     to    it,    however,  you,  dear?  Then,  of  course  I  will," 

later    in    the    afternoon.        They  she  said.      "  I   so   seldom  call  on 

had  gone  out    together  upon  the  any  one,  though,  do  I  ?  Any  new 

balcony,  the    rain    being  for  the  person,  I  mean." 

moment  over,  and  Venice   liaving  "  No,  I  know,  and  it's  a  great 

put    on   that   air    of   glossy    an<l  mistake  on  your  part  ;  I'm  always 

gleamy  invitation  which  she  is  apt  telling  you  so.     You  might  as  well 

to  assume  at  such  moments,  which  Jive  in  a  box,  every  bit.      There's 

becomes  her  better  perhaps  than  nothing,  believe  me,  like  seeing  lots 

any  other.     Away  to   the  laguneSy  of  new  people,    to  keep  one's  self 

and  out    beyond  San   Giorgio,  the  from  getting  rusty." 

waterways    were     all    of    a   dim  Lady    Frances  smiled.       "  I  al- 

freeny  bronze  ;  the   sky,  too,  was  ways  was  rusty,"   she  said.     "  But 

imly  green  with  broad  flushes  of  why  do  you  particularly  want  me 
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to  call  upon  this  Mrs  Markham?"  all — though,   for  the  life  of  me, 

she  added.  what   there  is  odd  in  being  rich 

'^  I  don't  know  exactly.     Some-  and  beautiful,  or  in  speaking  four 

how,  I  think  you'd  suit  ;    I'd  like,  or  five  languages,  I  can't  see.     Do 

too,  to  see  what  you  thought  of  you?" 

her.     She's  a  wonderful  woman —  "  Well,  no,  I  certainly  cannot. 

quite    extraordinary.      Rather  si-  But  then,  you  know,  they  say  I'm 

lent,  you  know,  but  tremendously  odd  too,  if  that's  any  satisfaction  ; 

clever,  I  believe,  at  bottom.     As  to  though,  I'm  not  beautiful,  and   I 

her  beauty,  it's  amazing — I  never  donH  speak  four  or  five  languages." 

saw  anything  like   it  in   my  life  ;  ^'  Yes,  but  that   is  qnite  differ- 

and  she  can  painl^  too,  and  sing,  ent,  of  course.     Everybody  knows 

and  speak  four  or  five  languages  if  all   about   you,    and   you've  been 

she  chooses.      I  know  you'd  suit."  here  a  long  time,  and  everything, 

J^dy  Frances  laughed  a  little,  whereas  Mrs  Markham  has  only 
and  shook  her  head.  ''  I  doubt  it  just  come  ;  so  that  it  would  be  a 
myself,  it  all  sounds  much  too  sort  of  civility — give  her  the  free- 
brilliant,"  she  said.  dom  of  the  place,  don't  you  sec  ?  ^ 

"  Oh    yes,     she's    brilliant,     of  "  Oh,"  Lady  Frances  replied,  ut- 

course,"  her  brother  replied,  rather  tering  that   comprehensive  mono- 

in  the  tone  of  one  who  concedes  a  syllable  slowly,  and  with  more  grav- 

dama^ng  admission.     ^'  I  don't  see  ity  in  her  tone  than  she  had  used 

how  she's  to  help  it,  though.     She  before.      Then,  when   the  silence 

was  born  so.     Some  women  are."  between  them  had  lasted   about  a 

"  Does  she   want  to   help  it,  do  minute — "Of  course,  if  you  recUly 

you  suppose  ? "  wish  me  to  call  upon  her,  Hal,  I 

"  I    don't    know    whether    she  will,"  she  added  ;  "  only  don't  for- 
does  or    not,   but    it   makes    the  get  to  remind  me." 
other      women    down    upon    her,  "  Never  you  fear,  I'll  remind  yon 
don't  you  know.      They  say  she's  fast  enough,"  the  Colonel  respond- 
proud  and  odd — I  don't  know  what  ed  positively. 


CHAPTER     II. 

The  next  day  was  Sunday — a  upper  floor  of  one  of  the  palaces 
mild  day,  with  spaces  of  blue  sky  on  the  Grand  Canal, — a  palace  for* 
overhead — ushered  in,  like  every  merly  belonging  to  the  Contarini, 
Venetian  Sunday  that  ever  yet  now  given  up  to  appartamenti 
came  into  being,  with  tumultuous  vwbigliati^  and  rooms  full  of  in- 
crashings  of  bells,  as  though  the  different  antiquities,  a  card  for 
ringers'  aim  and  object  had  been  which  is  mysteriously  thrust  into 
to  tear  down  and  rive  the  very  your  hand  as  you  enter  in  to 
belfries.  All  the  time  Lady  Fran-  or  leave  your  devotions.  The 
ces  was  tying  on  her  bonnet  for  "  church "  is  a  long  and  rather 
church  the  crashing  and  clanging  handsome  room,  with  the  usual 
never  ceased  for  a  single  instant,  frescoed  ceiling,  with  portraits  of 
It  made  her  head  ache,  though  she  senators  and  other  notabilities — 
ought  certainly  to  have  been  used  presumably  of  the  house  of  Con- 
to  it  by  this  time.  tarini — stuck    in     green     painted 

The  English  church  at  Venice  is,  wooden  panels,  with  windows  half- 

as  most  people  are  aware,  upon  an  filled    with  coarsely    stained  bine 
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glaaSy  between  which  the  delicious  Swallows  swooped  and   swooped, 

green  of  a  vine  enters  in  spring-  pursuing  the  reluctant    mosquito 

time   at  all   the  open    apertures,  to  the  very  brink  of  the  water  ; 

Upon  a  Sunday  morning  it  is   a  vaporetti,   crowded    with   Sunday 

sufficiently  varied  admixture  of  two  pleasurers    bound  for    the    Lido, 

or   three   nationalities,  and    more  passed  and  repassed,  sending  a  dis- 

than  one  "  ism  ;  "  the  senators  over-  turbing   wave    across    the    whole 

head  in  their  red  and  green  velvets,  level   breadth  of    water,  washing 

looking  down  with  all   the   toler-  the  bases  of    the    houses    up    to 

ance  of  indifference  at  the  heretic  heights  never  formerly  attained  to, 

rites  carried  on  under  their  noses,  save  at   some   exceptional    flood- 

not    so    very    heretic    nowadays,  time. 

perhaps,  either.  At  ten  o'clock,  An  hour  and  a  half  later  Lady 
precisely  as  the  clock  struck.  Lady  Frances  was  coming  back  from  her 
Frances  s  gondola  was  always  at  devotions  amongst  a  crowd  of  gon- 
the  door  upon  a  Sunday  morn-  dolas  also  freighted  with  church- 
ing, and  she  herself  was  seated  goers,  when  her  attention  was  at- 
in  it.  It  was  not  very  often  that  traded  by  a  collision — that  rarest 
she  succeeded  in  inducing  the  of  incidents  in  Venice — which  had 
Colonel  to  accompanv  her,  but  taken  place  between  one  of  the  ad. 
that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  vancing  boats  and  another  which 
matter  :  it  is  upon  the  women  of  a  had  suddenly  shot  out  of  one  of  the 
family,  as  is  well  known,  that  the  side  canals.  It  was  only  a  moment- 
duty  of  supporting  the  religious  ary  touch  ;  the  next  instant  both  had 
institutions  of  their  country  right-  separated  again — rowers  and  rowed, 
fully  and  naturally  devolves.  offenders  and  offended  alike,  looking 
AH  the  incongruities  of  incon-  back  at  one  another  with  that  in- 
gruous  Venice  might  have  seemed,  domitable  good-humour  which  re- 
to  an  ingenious  and  slightly  satiri-  duces  all  mishaps  into  a  mere  suc- 
cal  looker-on,  typified  and  em-  cession  of  entertaining  incidents, 
bodied  in  that  long  angular  figure  In  that  moment  Lady  Frances  re- 
of  hers,  sitting  so  bolt  upright  cognised  her  brother  as  one  of  the 
upon  cushions  specially  designed  two  occupants  of  the  offending 
for  luxurious  reclining  ;  her  big  vessel,  and  with  him  a  lady  who, 
prayer-book  and  well-worn  brown  as  she  turned  to  speak  to  him,  she 
Bible  upon  her  knees  ;  her  grey  perceived  to  be  young,  strikingly 
hair  smoothed  in  two  impartial  nandsome,  and  moreover  a  stranger 
bands  upon  either  side  of  her  two  to  herself. 

thin  cheeks ;   her  long    nose,    her  Now  Venetian  etiquette,  which 

sad,  kind  eyes,  looking    thought-  is  not  as  a  rule  by  any  means  unen- 

fully  out  at  the  scene,  so  familiar  durably  stringent,  is  nevertheless  a 

yet  so  fresh.     The  water  slipped  stickler  upon  some  few  points,  and 

and   slid  in  ereen  delicious  trans-  one   of  those  few  is,  that  a  ladv 

parent  wrinkles  under  the  shallow  shall  not  go  alone  in  a  gondola  with 

prow  of  the  boat ;  the  ferro  lifted  a  gentleman — that  gentleman  being 

Us  hooked  and  gleaming  curves  of  neither  father,  brother,  husband,  or 

steel  above  the  surface  ;    the  gon-  other  near  relative.     Who    could 

doliers   had    donned     their    fresh  this  lady,  who  was  thus  honouring 

suits  of  summer  white,  with   the  herbrother,  be?  Ladv  Frances  won- 

broad   red    sashes    fringed     with  dered,     Whoever   she  was,    there 

gold,  which  Colonel  Hal  had  him-  was  no  question  about  her  beauty, 

•elf  devised  for  their  adornment.  She  was  blonde  to  the  point  of  in- 
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sipidity,  or  would  have  been  but  Lady  Frances  on  hersidenodded  and 
for  the  well-defined  eyebrows  and  smiled  her  own  peculiarly  shy,  oon- 
eyelashes  which  gave  distinction  strained  smile — rwhich  was  shy  and 
and  definition  to  the  face.  Around  constrained  even  towards  her  own 
her  hat  a  quantity  of  dark  grey  brother,  when  by  chance  they  met 
gauze  had  been  twisted,  which,  in  public.  She  saw  the  lady  beside 
meeting  under  the  chin,  brought  him  glance  languidly  in  her  direc- 
out  the  wonderful  tints  of  the  face  tion,  and  turn  to  the  Colonel  evi- 
with  marvellous  distinctness.  One  dently  with  an  inquiry  upon  her 
hand  was  bare,  and  the  lace  of  the  lips,  and  was  witness  to  the  air  of 
sleeve  hung  back  a  little  way  from  polite  but  unmistakable  astonish- 
the  wrist  and  arm.  If  there  was  ment'with  which  the  answer  was 
any  thing  condescendingin  the  lady's  received.  Then  the  two  gondolas 
position,there  was  certainly  nothing  passed  on,  and  not  many  minutes 
at  all  so  in  her  air  and  attitude,  later  Lady  Franoes  was  set  down 
A  Cleopatra  or  Semiramis,  in  pres-  at  the  steps  of  their  own  palazzo. 
ence  of  one  of  the  least  of  her  vas-  She  waited  luncheon  half  an 
sals,  could  hardly  have  carried  a  hour  for  her  brother,  then,  as  he 
prouder  port.  The  image  of  some  did  not  ap]>ear,  went  on  without 
very  large  white  swan  contemptu-  him.  She  had  nearly  finished 
ously  breasting  the  waves  rose  to  when  a  hasty  line  was  brought  in. 
Lady  Frances's  mind,  as  she  looked  telling  her  that  he  had  been  caught 
at  the  gondola  and  its  beautiful  and  detained  by  friends  at  the 
occupant.  Who  in  the  world  could  Hotel  Britannia  ;  they  were  going 
she  be  ?  she  wondered,  with  not  a  out  to  the  Lido  that  afternoon,  he 
little  curiosity.  Venice  is  a  small  said,  and  she  was  not  to  expect 
place,  and  though  no  very  great  f re-  to  see  him,  therefore,  until  dinner- 
quenter  of  its  entertainments,  she    time. 

knew  most  of  its  inmates  by  sight,  She  was  still  in  the  act  of 
and  felt  sure  that  this  magnificent  reading  this  when  a  visitor  was 
blondehad  never  come  under  her  ob-  announced,  and  she  hastened  ao- 
servation  before.  Suddenly  she  re-  cordingly  into  the  other  room  to 
membered  her  brother's  panegyrics    receive  her. 

of  the  preceding  evening.  Evi-  Signora,  or,  as  she  much  jpre- 
dently  this  was  she — the  all-ac-  fcrred  being  called,  Madame  r  ac- 
complished Russian,  over  whose  chino,  was  one  of  those  striking 
perfections  he  had  waxed  so  elo-  little  social  phenomena  of  whose 
quent,  and  whom  she  herself  stood  antecedents  no  human  being  knows 
solemnly  pledged  to  call  upon.  It  anything,  or  apparently  troubles 
must  be,  seeing  that  there  was  no  him  or  her  self  to  know.  A  Bel- 
one  else  whom  it  could  by  any  gian,  it  was  said,  by  birth,  mar- 
possibility  be.  ried  to  a  Neapolitan,  speaking 
It  was  not  until  the  two  gon-  English  with  hardly  an  accent, 
dolas  had  passed  that  the  Colonel  though  with  a  good  many  varia- 
caught  sight  of  his  sister  :  then  tions  of  her  own,  she  was  to  be  met 
he  half  started  up  from  his  seat,  everywhere  ;  she  knew  everybody. 
pulling  aside  the  striped  curtains,  She  lived  up  two  flights  of  stairs 
and  fiourishing  in  the  air  with  two  in  a  dingy  little  furnished  lodging, 
or  three  outstretched  fingers,  as  if  permeated  by  the  noises  of  a  cq/2. 
to  convey  an  embrace — not  directly  which  was  held  below.  She  was  re- 
to  her,  but  upwards  to  something  ported  excessively  poor,  and  in  fact 
poised  in  mid-air  above  her  head,    made  little  or  nosecret  of  being  sa 
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No  one,  not  even  the  rare  Belgians  was   fortauately   quite  willing  to 

who  visited  Venice,  knew  anything  play  the  indispensable  second  part 

whatsoever  of  her  or  her  family,  in  that  amiable  duet.     Thus,  for 

Her  husband  was  assumed  to  be  very  various  reasons,  it  had  come 

dead,  but  who  or  what  he  had  been  to  pass  that  the  little  Belgian  was 

when  alive,  no  one  was  bold  enough  one   of  the   very   few    people   in 

to  pronounce  with  any  positive  cer-  Venice  who  had  established  them- 

tainty.     She  was  not  particularly  selves  upon  a  footing  of  intimacy 

refined  ;  indeed  very  fastidious  peo-  at  the  Palazzo  Goppo — indeed,  had 

pie  pronounced  her  to  be  down-  become,  to  some  degree,  a  sort  of 

right  vulgar.     She  was  excessively  necessity    to    both     its     inmates, 

plain,  with  a  little,  short,  crumpled  though    for  very   dissimilar    rea- 

face,  not  unlike  that  of  an  intelli-  sons.     Now   and   then,  it  is  true, 

f:eut  marmoset,  and  a  dense,  far  for  a  moment,  for  the  space  of  a 
rom  neatly  arranged,  crop  of  black  few  seconds,  she  brushed  against  a 
hair,  which  overhung  her  forehead  prejudice,  or  touched  the  spring  of 
to  the  very  eyebrows.     The  eyes  that  indomitable  pride  which  lay, 
beneath    this    dishevelled    thatch  like  a  sort  of  subterranean  frost, 
were   small,  and  of  an  unmistak-  far  below  all  Lady  Frances's  liber- 
able  green.    She  sang  with  infinite  alities,  real  as  well  as  imaginary. 
chic  and    msto,    but    without    a  But  Madame  Facchino  had  a  very 
scrap  of  voice,  accompanying  her-  fair  endowment  of  tact ;  she  was 
eelf  by  preference  upon  a  cracked  aware  in  an  instant  of  the  danger, 
mandoline  which  she  carried  about  and  made  haste  to  sheer  off  again 
with  her,  and  she  was  universally  into     safe    waters,    without    ever 
popular.     Tet  she  was  not  clever,  actually    touching    bottom.      She 
and,  what  was  perhaps  still  more  took  a  good    deal   of    pride   out 
remarkable,  not  even  ill-natured, —  of  her  intimacy  with  this  gaunt, 
at  least  few  malicious  stories  had  dull,  capable  Englishwoman,  whom 
ever  been  supposed  to  find  their  everybody  respected,  if  everybody 
first  traceable  point  of  dissemina-  also  a  little  laughed  at.     Though 
tion  from  between  her  lips.  not    distinctly     lying    under    the 
Lady  Frances  had  somehow,  in-  accusation  of  Bobeinianism,  there 
congruously  enough,  drifted  into  a  was  something  undoubtedly  com- 
sort  of  intimacy  with  her,  owing  fortable  and  reputable   to  one  of 
chiefiy  to  a  pertinacious  sociability  her  precarious   antecedents  to  be 
upon   the   other's   part,  which  no  upon  intimate  terms  with  one  who 
coldness,     however     pronounced,  belonged    to   that   unimpeachable 
could  daunt.    To  one  so  shy  as  she  order   which   stands   like   a   rock, 
was  it  was  a  comfort  undeniably  to  above  and  beyond  all  changes  and 
have  some  one  near  at  hand  who  chances  even    of  fortune.     If  she 
would  take  the  whole  burden  of  would  scarcely  have  undertaken  to 
conversation  upon  herself,  in  whose  emulate  its  ways  in  her  own   per- 
society   no   uncomfortable   pauses  son,  she  at  least  appreciated  the 
could  by  any  possibility  occur,  nor  results,  and  would  not  at  all  have 
any  embarrassment  upon  the  part  minded  filching  a  little  of  its  pres- 
of  another  throw  even  a  momen-  tige.     She  might  be  a  trifle  vulgar 
tary  film  of  difiidence   upon   her  herself,  but  she  had  a  taste,  almost 
own  absolute  equanimity.    She  was  a  passion,  for  the  niceties  and  the 
used,  moreover,  to  having  people  comforts  of  refinement. 
upon  whom  she  could  exercise  be-  "So  I  find  you  alone,  my  Lady  ! 
nevolence,  and  Madame  Facchino  that  is  good,"  she  said,  as  she  came 
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tripping  forward   upon  a  pair  of   to  come  to  her  without  her  having 
small,  very  accnrately  shod  feet,    the  trouhle  to  go  to  it.     She  likes 
taking  in  with  a  sharp  glance  every    clever   men  ;   they   tell   her  what 
alteration  that  had  been  made  in    is  going  on  without  her  having  to 
the  disposition  of  the  rooms  since    read  the   newspapers.     They  talk 
her  last  visit.     She  always  called    to  her  about   politics  ;    then    she 
Lady    Frances   "my   Lady,"  —  at    feels  herself  clever,  which  she  is 
first  because,  like  the  majority  of    not  at  all,  not  in  the  least.    People 
foreigners,  she  believed  it  to  be  the    call  her  a  Russian  spy,  but  that  is 
customary  English  mode  of  address;    all  nonsense." 
afterward,  because  it  had  become        Lady  Frances  felt  unconsciously 
a   habit    to    do    so.      "  And    the    relieved  at  this  information.  With 
Colonel — the  devoted  brother — he    all  her  sisterly  devotion,  she  did 
is  out  ?     Yes  ?     That  is  well  too.    not  look  upon  the  Colonel  as,  strict- 
Then   now   we   will    have   a  nice    ly  speaking,  belonging  to  the  cate- 
chat.     Ah,  he  is  gone  to  the  Hotel    gory  of  clever  men,  nor  likely  to 
Britannia.   Tiens!  Hens!   Then  he    minister  much  to  any  one's  desire 
is  in  the  train  of  the  new  beauty,    for  political  enlightenment. 
Oh,  do  not  deny  it.     I  have  seen        "  They  say  now  that  she  means 
him,  in   fact — seen  him  with  my    to  marry  again  ;  that  she  is  look- 
two    eyes, — they    are    small,   but    ing  about  amongst  her  prelendanis 
they  are  very  shaq) ;  indeed,  for  the    for     the     right     man."     Madame 
matter  of  that,  he  is  large  enough,    Facehino  went  on  carelessly,  tak- 
u'^estpas?    He  is  not  alone  either ;    ing  up  a  book  which  lay  on  the 
all  Venice  seems  to  be  en  d^ire.    table   beside   her,  and  opening  it 
Young  de  Fallet,  Comte  Carolan,    to   look    at  the  title-page.     "  She 
Mrs  Forsyth's  son — they  are  all  in    says,    too,   I    am    told,   that   she 
a  string — they  rave  day  and  night    will  not  marry  an   Englishman — 
of  her  charms.     And,  after  all,  it    that  she  has  had  enough  of  that 
is  not  so  much  to  be  wondered  at.    nationality  ;    that    she    mast    try 
Let  us  be  candid.    She  is  a  beauty,    another  next  time.     That,  too,  one 
but  a  beauty  hors  ligne.   You  have    may  believe   if  one   likes.     All  I 
seen  her,  my  Lady  ?     No?"  can  say  is,  if  she  took  my  advice 

"Yes,  I  believe  I  have  seen  she  would.  They  say  that  lama 
her,"  Lady  Frances  said  rather  perfect  Anglophile,  that  I  have 
stiffly.  "  I  have  promised  in  any  forsworn  my  own  nationality,  and 
case  to  call  on  her,"  she  added.  it  is  true.     I  talk  the  English,  I 

"  So.  She  will  like  that,  though  read  it,  I  even  try  to  think  in  it, 
she  is  not  by  way  of  liking  ladies,  but  that  is  difficult,  I  must  own. 
She  knows  more  gentlemen  than  This  is  new,  is  it  not  ?  Ouidlt.  Ah  I 
ladies."  how^  I  love  cette    chhre    Madame 

"Why  does  she  not  know  ladies?  Ouida,  She  is  so  beaatifnl,  so 
Is  there  anything — anything  odd  true,  so  strong  !  You  have  read 
about  her?"  Lady  Frances  asked  it,  my  Lady  ?  Ah!  it  belongs  to 
with  some  quickness.  the  Colonel.     Well,  then,  that  is 

"  Odd  ?  No,  there  is  nothing  all  the  better,  for  I  will  not  ask 
odd, — not  exactly  to  say  odd.  She  you  to  lend  it  to  me,  as  I  had 
<lid  not  like  her  husband,  but  there  meant  to  do.  Now  I  must  go  ;  I 
is  nothing  so  very  odd  in  that ;  he  only  just  ran  in  to  say,  do  yon 
was  probably  not  much  to  be  liked,  receive  to-night  ?  and  if  so,  may  I 
She  does  not  take  the  trouble  to  come  about  ten  ?  Come  to  dinner? 
talk  to  ladies  ;  she  likes  everything    Ah  no,  I  will  not  really  eome  to 
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dinner  ;  you  must  not  ask  me  to-  any  merel]r  personal  considerations 

night  ;  it  is  too  much,  too  often,  mingled  witn  the  dislike  which  the 

I  am  ashamed,  qnite,  quite  ashamed,  idea  of  his  now  doing  so  certainly 

I  blush,  I  do  indeed  ;  yon  do  it  to  inspired  her  ;  and  yet  there  was  no 

save   my   little  pot-au-feu  ;  is  it  denying  that  it  would  be  a  terrible 

not  so  ?  Well,  you  are  too  good, —  break  up,  a  most  cruel  wrenching 

then  I  will.  *  The  Colonel,  ne  will  and  disjointing  of   all   that  made 

be  at  home  to-night  ?   Yes  ?J  That  the  happiness  of   her  present  life,, 

is  well  too.     I  will  sing  him  some  if  now,  at  the  twenty-third  hour^ 

little   sones ;   he   is   80  kind,    the  her  brother  was  to  take    it   into 

Colonel !  "     And  with  an  eloquent  his  head  to   marry.      Why,   after 

grimace   of  gratitude  which    had  all,   should   he   do  so,  having  de-' 

the  effect  of  screwing  up  her  small  layed   so   long  ?  she  asked  herself 

eyes   nearly   to  the   pomt    of  ex-  with  some   asperity.     But    again,, 

tmction,  Madame  Facchino     was  upon  the   other  hand,  why  should 

gone.  he  not?     He    was  the   best  judge 

After  her  loquacious  visitor  had  of    what    was   or  was  not  for  hi» 

departed.   Lady   Frances  sat  for  a  own  happiness  ;  and  to  a  man  of 

long  time    immersed  in    thought,  forty-nine,     life   as    a  personally 

She  felt  undeniably   disturbed  at  romantic    affah*  is    naturally   not 

these  suggestions  that    had  been  finished   and   done  with,   as   it  is 

thrown   out  rather  than   actually  to  a  woman  of  fifty-two.      Clearly 

formulated.      Her  brother's  mar-  the  thing  was  conceivable  ;  and  if 

riage   was    an    idea  that    had   at  the  Colonel  wished  to  embark  upon 

one  time  been  constantly   before  matrimony  with  a  rich,  a  beauti- 

her   mind,   and  had  occupied  her  ful,   and  a  well-born   woman,  and 

much.     She  had  been  desirous  that  the  rich,  beautiful,  and    well-bon> 

he   should    marry,   and   had  even,  woman  was  willing  to  abet  him   iu 

upon  one   occasion,  taken  in  hand  the   matter,    it   was  hardly.  Lady 

to  supply  him  with  a  suitable  wife,  Frances    felt,  his   sister's    part  to 

— a  piece  of,  manoeuvring  which,  stand  in  the  way. 

to  any  one  acquainted  with  Lady  Meantime    that   there    was  not 

Frances,  it  is  needless  to  say  came  much  to  be  done  by  brooding  over 

to  nothing.     As  his  father's  aide-  the  matter  was  evident.     The  sun 

de-camp   in  chief,   and   the   most  was  shining,  the  water  sparkling ; 

popalar  man  in  or  about  the  vice-  Venice   the  Consoler   was  calling 

regnal  court,  Captain  Mowbray  had  aloud    with     her    myriad    voices,. 

had  flirtations  without  end.     How  "  Come  out  !    Come   out !     Come 

he  had  avoided  matrimony  it  was  out  !  "  Accordingly  she  ordered  her 

rather  difficult  to  say,  except  that  sandolo  to  be  at  the  door  in  ten 

the  family  irresolution  had  usually  minutes'  time,  and  went  into  her 

set  in  at  the  last  moment  to  hin-  own  room  to  get  ready.     After  all,. 

der  him  from  making  any  explicit  the  thing  foreseen  is  not  the  thing 

declarations.  that  happens,  she  said    to  herself 

For  years  back,  although  the  flir-  philosophically,  •  and    it   was  quite 

tat  ions  had  continued  almost  with-  conceivable  that  she  might  be  giv- 

out  cessation,  none  of  them    had  ing  herself  a  great  deal  of  very  un- 

appeared  to  tend   towards  matri-  necessary  trouble.  When  the  num- 

mony,   and   he  seemed  to  have  as  ber  of  hair-breadth  escapes  which 

little   serious    intentions    in    that  the  Colonel  had  already  had  in  the 

direction  as  his    sister  had  herself,  matrimonial  direction  were  taken 

She   did    not    like    to    think  that  into  consideration,  it  seemed  but  a 
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fair  deduction  from  the  known  to  signs,  even  still,  that  told  of  the 
the  unknown,  to  conclude  that  he  early  pinch  of  starvation :  they 
would  in  all  probability  have  a  were  not  enough,  however,  to  im- 
f ew  more  still.  pair  their  beauty, — rather  they  en- 
Lady  Frances,  who  was  not  nanced  it  with  a  touch  of  wistful- 
young  even  for  her  age,  had  one  ness  which  otherwise  would  have 
youthful  fancy  left,  and  that  was  been  wanting.  In  his  well-fitting 
that  she  delighted  in  being  rowed  gondolier's  summer  dress  of  white 
about  Venice  in  her  sandolo — as  *linen,  with  the  red  sash  weighted 
those  light  canoe-like  boats  are  with  gold  fringe,  which  swung  to 
called,  which  stand  in  much  the  and  fro  like  a  pendulum  with  every 
same  relation  to  a  gondola  that  a  motion  of  his  graceful  body  ;  in 
London  hansom  does  to  a  four-  his  small  cap  of  red  cloth,  under 
wheeled  cab.  This  particular  san-  and '  around  which  his  black  hair 
dolo  was  a  very  perfect  little  craft  curled  like  the  tendrils  of  the  bry. 
of  its  kind,  and  was  rowed  by  a  onv,  he  might  have  been  set  by  a 
youth  rejoicing  in  the  immortal  painter  to  ply  an  oar  in  the  lurae 
name  of  Siichael  Angelo,  who  was  of  Queen  Venus  herself.  People 
his  mistress's  private  and  particu-  in  Venice,  to  whom  the  pair  were 
lar  henchman,  and  her  favourite  of  as  well  known  as  the  two  Colossi 
all  her  household.  To  look  at,  upon  the  steps  of  the  Doge's  palace, 
Michael  Angelo  was  not  wholly  used  to  laugh  when  they  saw  them 
unworthy  of  the  name  he  bore,  passing,  pointing  them  out  to 
which,  it  will  be  owned,  is  saying  one  another  with  loud-voiced  open- 
a  good  deal .  He  was  a  beautiful  mouthed  comments,  not  malicious- 
youth,  with  one  of  those  thrice-  ly,  but  audaciouslv,  like  schoolboys, 
fortunate  faces,  more  common  in  to  whom  evervthing  under  heaven 
Italy  than  elsewhere,  which  seem  is  obviously  given  as  food  for  them 
•endowed  by  Heaven  with  the  envi-  to  exercise  their  wits  upon, 
able  prerogative  of  expressing  any  Lady  Frances  was  well  accos* 
sentiment,  however  amiable  or  tomed  to  these  comments,  and  she 
lofty,  with  which  its  owner  may  did  not  really  mind  theYn,  though, 
chance  to  be  momentarily  inspired,  from  habit  and  shyness,  she  often 
Whether  this  Michael  Angelo's  looked  cross  enough,  poor  soul,  in 
soul  was  quite  equal  to  the  capa-  vulgar  parlance,  *'  to  frighten  the 
bilities  of  his  face,  it  is  perhaps  horses,"  had  there  been  any  such 
unnecessary  to  inquire  too  curious-  animals  in  Venice  to  be  frightened. 
Iv.  Gratitude  the  latter  certainly  A  momentary  ray  of  benevolence — 
cfid  express,  and  that  in  no  stinted  a  spark  of  goodness,  of  which  she 
measure,  wlieiiever  his  eyes  rested  herself  was  hardly  conscious — was 
upon  his  patroness.  Lady  Frances  about  the  only  manifestation  of 
had  picked  him  up  upon  one  the  woman  within  which  ever  sue- 
of  those  barges  wliich  bring  fire-  ceeded  in  finding  its  way  through 
wood  and  planks  to  Venice  from  that  impenetrable  husk  of  ugli- 
the  mainland,  where  he,  as  a  boy  ness  behind  which  all  her  finer 
■of  twelve,  had  been  ke))t  working  and  better  qualities  lav  shrouded. 
all  the  day,  and  often  half  the  night  Everything  else  was  locked  up, 
too,  for  a  few  pence  and  the  food  swathed,  unexpressed,  like  some 
of  a  masterless  dog.  In  the  con-  tropical  plant  stowed  away  in  a 
tours  of  his  throat,  as  well  as  in  dark  cellar,  whose  potential  wealth 
the  great  eyes  that  were  almost  of  beauty  is  forbidden  to  produce 
too  large  for  the   face,  there  were  so  much  as  a  leaf. 
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She  had  been  rowing  aboat  the  taken  full  advantage  of  his  amia- 

lagunes    for    nearly  half-an-hour,  bility,  though  never,   it  was  ad- 

when  it  suddenly  occurred  to  her  mitted,  derogating  from  her  posi- 

that  she  would  pay  a  Sunday  visit  tion  2^2.grande c^m^and  leader  of 

to  a  very  old  f  nend  of  hers,  Prin-  her  world.  She  looked  quiet  enough 

cess  Vasarhely,  a  Hungarian,  who  now  at  any  rate  !    The  underlying 

lived  in  a  garden  upon  the  6ui-  volcanoes  were  all  smoothed  and 

decoa ;  and  she  accordingly  gave  smothered  decorously  away  under 

orders  to  Michael  Angelo  to  convey  a  thick  superimposed  layer  of  grey 

her  to  the  canal  of  that  name.  ashes.     The    complacent  husband 

Princess  Vasarhely  was  probably  was  dead  long  ago,  and  had  given 

at  that  moment  the  oldest  social  up  his  last  breath  in  the  arms  of 

institution  left  in  Venice.     Others  his   adored  and  irresistible  wife, 

bad  come,  had  flourished,  and  had  Even   that  event   lay  already  as 

passed  away,  but  she  had  always  much  as   twenty-five  years  back^ 

remained.     She  had  lived  there,  it  and    about    the    same    time    the 

was  said,  right  through  the  whole  of  Princess  had  bought  for  herself 

the  later  Austrian  occupation,  and  this  garden  and  vineyard  upon  the 

bad  been  the  centre,  for  lyears,  of  Guidecca,  close  under  the  shadow 

everything,  the  rallying-point  for  of  the  beautiful  Redentore,  had 

three  or  four  contending  nationali-  filled   it   with  birds,  beasts,   and 

ties,  including  even  a  few  Italians,  flowers,   and  here  she  still  lived 

who,  of  all  native-born  Austrian  with    a  deaf  elderly  companion, 

sabjects,  had  made  a  solitary  ex-  who  was  herself  the  successor  of 

ception  in  her  favour.     She  was  one  who  had  died  some  ten  years 

not  very  young  even  in  those  days,  back  of  old  age. 
but  she  was  very  old  indeed  now —       In  addition  to  this  house  in  the 

people  said  in  her  hundreds,  but  garden,  the  Princess  possessed  also 

that  no  doubt  was  an  exaggeration,  a   suite  of  rooms  on  the  Grand 

She   was  a  tiny,   white,   wizened  Canal,  but  these  she  rarely  occu- 

woman,  very  shrewd,  very  auto-  pied — had  not  indeed  been  off  the 

cratic,  very  intolerant  of  contra-  Guidecca  now  for  more  than  a  year 

diction  ;    wearing  always  a  small  past.     The   little   house   near   the 

white  Quilted  satin  cap,  made  like  Redentore  was  her  home,  her  pal- 

a  baby  s,  and  tied  in  a  tight  knot  ace,  her  last  throne.     It  was  cold 

under  her  chin.     She  talked  £ng.  enough    there  —  bitterly   cold,    in 

lish,   and   indeed   most   European  fact,  m  the  winter  time  ;  but  with 

languages, — preferring    French, —  stoves   at   every  corner,  and  two 

and  in  every  language  mincing  her  or  three  quilted  portihra  to  every 

words  up  into  the  smallest  possible  door,   the   Princess    continued   to 

pieces  before  uttering  them,  which  keep  her  old  blood   warm,  and  to 

she  did  with  the  very  ends  of  her  cater   for   the  comfort  of  her  in- 

lips,  out  of  regard  presumably  for  numerable  pets.     Every  day  in  the 

her  teeth.      Wildly  romantic  tales  year,  whenever  the  weather  per- 

were  told  of  her  youth.     She  had  mitted,     she    was    taken    out    at 

been  marvellously  beautiful  ;  men  three   o'clock   in  her  big-wheeled 

had  gone  mad  for  love  of  her  ;  and  chair,  and  sat  under  the  trees  the 

duels  innumerable  had  been  fought  whole  afternoon,  feeding  her  birds 

for  the  sake  of  her  smiles.     Her  and  fat  spaniel  with  bonbons,  and 

husband,   according  to  one  mali-  receiving  every  one  who  came  to 

cious   report,  had  been   the  most  see  her.      Her  visitors   were  not 

complacent  of  men,  and  she  had  very  numerous  now,  for  she  had 
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survived  all  her  old  links,  and  dreams,  confidences,  aspirations, 
even  those  who  had  succeeded  which  had  not  been  destined  many 
these  had  in  their  turn  mostly  of  them,  poor  soul,  to  find  any  very 
passed  away — the  result  being  that  tangible  realisation, 
to  Venice  and  Venetian  society  at  l^he  tide  was  low  as  Michael 
large  she  had  become  a  tradition  Augelo  pushed  the  sandolo  into 
rather  than  a  reality.  Her  eyes  the  narrow  canal,  and  fastened  it 
were  a  little  weak,  so  that  she  at  the  foot  of  the  steps  leading  to 
looked  generally  more  than  half  the  garden.  The  hot  sun  brought 
asleep,  Init  her  mind  was  never  out  the  strong  acrid  smell  of  the 
really  asleep  ;  her  intuitions  were  sea- weed,  as  it  lay  crinkline  and 
wonderful,  and  she  had  never  been  drying  up  in  the  fervent  blaze. 
known  to  make  a  mistake  in  herlife.  Three  or  four  small  boys  were 
Her  memory  swept  like  a  scythe  bathing  in  the  canal  nearer  to  the 
over  a  stretch  of  some  seventy  laguney  their  sleek  black  heads 
years,  and  there  was  hardly  a  face  shining  like  those  of  seals  under  the 
nor  a  fact  which  she  had  forgotten  glittering  shadow  of  the  archway. 
in  all  that  time.  She  had  been  in  Myriads  of  small  skip- jacks — "  kt- 
early  days  the  most  intimate  friend  tie  pigs  "  Venetian  children  call 
of  Lady  Frances's  mother,  who  had  them — fled  before  the  advance  of 
spent  much  of  her  youth  in  Vienna,  the  sandolo,  up  into  the  cracks  of 
where  her  father  was  ambassador,  the  stone  walls  ;  and  big,  ugly  crabs 
and  where  the  Princess,  then  in  the  scuttled  away,  twiddling  their  an- 
zenith  of  her  marvellous  beauty,  tennae  vigorously  with  const«ma- 
had  reigned  a  queen.  Her  feeling  tion.  Leaving  it  and  Michael  Ao- 
towards  Lady  Frances,  therefore,  gelo  under  the  glowing  shadow  of 
was  the  half -affectionate,  half -pro-  the  walls,  Lady  Frances  walked 
voked  feeling  of  an  aunt  or  near  unannounced  up  the  narrow  path, 
family  connection  toward  an  awk-  and  turning  the  comer  of  the 
ward,  well-intentioned  schoolgirl,  house,  came  upon  a  little  encamp- 
— a  good  girl,  a  fine  creature  at  ment,  enclosed  on  three  sides  by 
bottom,  but  too  hopelessly  gauche  an  old  red  balustrade,  from  which 
and  undeveloj)ed  for  anything,  and  point  diverging  lines  of  pergolas, 
without  a  soul  to  look  after  her  or  muffled  in  verdure,  led  the  eye 
take  any  heed  of  her  manners  insensibly  away  to  the  greys  and 
or  deportment.  And  to  Lady  the  blues  of  the  lagune.  Here  she 
Frances  herself,  accustomed  as  found  the  Princess  sitting  in  her 
she  had  been  throughout  a  toler-  usual  place  under  a  big  striped 
ably  long  lifetime  to  have  the  awning,  which  made  a  deep  pent- 
charge  of  a  whole  world,  all  de-  house  of  shade  over  her  venerable 
pending  on  or  sustained  up(»n  her  head.  Four  grotesque  fignres,  in 
shoulders,  there  was  something  in-  bright-red  terra-cotta,  grinned  and 
finitely  amusing,  and  at  the  same  grimaced  at  her  from  the  comers 
time  refreshing,  in  finding  herself  of  the  balustrade  ;  two  magnificent 
thus  suddenly  relegated  back  to  cvpresses  towered  immediately  be- 
childishness — put  by  her  mother's  hind,  under  the  pyramidical  sha- 
old  friend  upon  the  footing  of  a  dow  of  one  of  which  sat  Madame 
schoolgirl, — she  whom  every  one  Bauche, the  companion, — adeafand 
else  thought  so  old  !  It  made  her  elderly  Frenchwoman,  with  a  fat, 
feel  as  if  she  really  were  young  good-humoured  smile,  which  gave 
ajjrain, — ardent,  eager,  vehement,  her  somewhat  the  air  of  a  Capuchin 
impressionable — fuUof  those  hopes,  friar.     A  parrot,  perched  upon  a 
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branch  overhead,  gave    an    occa-  I  see  very  little  of  hira.     To-day 

sional   harsh   interrogative   croak,  he   is   gone   with  friends   to    the 

as  if  to  inquire  whether  anything  Lido." 

was  ever  ^oing  to  happen  in  the  "  Ah,  with  friends — not  with  your 

world  again  ;  a  brown,  apoplectic-  little  squeaking  friend,  that  ugly 

looking  spaniel,  with  feet  far  apart  one — what   is  her  name — the  one 

and  red  tongue  lolling,  sat  at  the  with  the  green  eyes  ?     He  is  not 

foot  of  its  mistress's  couch,  looking  with  her  par  example^  is  he  ?  " 

like  one  of  those  grotesque  animals,  "  With  Madame  Facchino  ?    Oh 

half  dog  half  lion,  which  figure  on  dear,   no,  she  has  not   gone  at  all. 

monumental  effigies.  Sitting  there.  What   made   you   think    of     her, 

in  the  absolute  dream-like  silence,  Princess  ?  " 

surrounded  by  her  familiars,  the  "  I  don't  know  ;  I  have  ray  own 
old  lady  had  all  the  air  of  some  little  ideas.  I  saw  them  once  to- 
benevolent  sorceress,  who  had  end-  gether  here,  when  they  thought  I 
ed  at  last  by  succumbing  to  her  was  asleep.  Your  little  friend  is 
own  incantations  !  She  opened  her  not  so  simple'  as  she  seems.  She 
eyes,  however,  as  Lady  Frances's  has  her  plans.  Mark  my  words, 
step  sounded  upon  the  gravel,  and  some  of  these  days  she  will  astonish 
lifted  her  head  a  little  to  see  who  you." 
her  unwonted  visitor  was.  Lady  Frances  remained    silent. 

"  Ah  1    whom    have    we    here  ?  She  was  astonished    already.      It 

It  is  you,  Fanchon,  my  child,    is  was  such  a  completely  new  idea, 

it  ?  "  she  said,  holding  out  a  tiny,  filled  as  her  mind  was  at  present 

wrinkled  hand,  and  blinking  affec-  with    quite    other    apprehensions, 

tionately  at  the  new  comer.  "Come  that  she  felt  unable   for  a   minute 

in  her  ttandolOy  has  she  ?    Ah,  fy,  to  reply.      She  was  about  to  ask 

fy,    a  sandolof    A    nice    sort    of  the   Princess     whether     she     had 

conveyance  that  for  a  demoiselle  any     other    and     more     tangible 

of  quality  !    Some  day  or  other  a  grounds  for  suspicion,  but  before 

little  wind  will  get  up,  and  you  will  she  could   do   so,  that   autocratic 

go   to  the  bottom,   you  and  your  little  personage  had  already  drifted 

sandolOj  then  you  will  remember  away  to  another  subject. 

that   I   have  warned    you  !     And  "  Titi,  my  little  blessing,  thou 

your   brother,    the  beau    Colonel,  must  not  scratch  thyself  thereupon 

what  is  he  doing,  and  why  does  he  my  dress,"  she  said  to  the  spaniel, 

not  look  better  after  his  sister  ?  He  "  To  scratch  one's  self  publicly  is  not 

never    comes    to    see  me  now,    I  cofivenable  for  little  dogs  !  Go,  go 

observe.     Probably  he  thinks  that  to  thy  good  Bauche  ;  see  what  she 

I  am  dead,  but  that,  you  should  has  got   for   thee.      Bauche,    my 

tell  him,  is  no  reason  ;    he  ought  angel,  give  Lady  Fanchon  a  cup  of 

to  come   and  place  a  leaf  of  im-  coffee  and  some  brioclie — the  one 

morteUe  upon  my  tomb, — it  would  with  the  little  red  bonbons.      You 

he  ovXy  conv enable ;  your  mother,  do]  not  get  your   nasty   tea   here, 

were  she  alive,  would  insist  upon  bad  child.     Your  mother  used  to 

his  doing  so."  try    and     make     me     drink     tea. 

"  He  means  to  come,  I  am  quite  Never  !    Forty  years  I  tried,  but  I 

sure,  but  he  is  so  busy,  it  is  very  never  could  accomplish  it.     To  me 

difficult   for  him  to  make  time —  it  is  physic,  simply  physic  !    Will 

it    really   is,"     his     sister     said,  you  have  some  strawberries  too  ? 

with  eager  apology.     "  Every  day  there  are  some  in  that  little  basket, 

somebody  carries  him  away  ;  even  I   dare   not   touch   them  myself  ; 
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but  you  are  young,  you  do  not  fear  a]]  of  us  occasionally  dream  of» 
for  your  digestion.  J  ust  look  at  all  where  everything  flows  by  to  a 
those  rows  of  them  there  in  that  tune  of  running  water  ;  where 
border — it  is  a  sin,  is  it  not,  that  struggles,  troubles,  inequalities, 
no  one  comes  to  eat  them  ?  Ah,  and  disagreeables  of  all  sorts  are  put 
Fanchon,  you  that  are  so  strong  away,  not  for  a  while,  for  a  minute 
and  active,  will  you  go  and  pick  or  two,  but  for  ever,  and  ever, 
me  some  of  that  daphne?  See  and  ever.  Fat  Madame  Banche, 
the  great  bush  I  All  this  after-  with  her  false  front  and  her  raon- 
noon  I  have  been  sighing  for  it,  astic  smile  ;  the  asthmatic  Titi ; 
but  Bauche  is  so  fat  I  have  not  the  undemonstrative  parrot  ;  the 
the  heart  to  ask  her.  The  scissors?  u^ly  little  terra- cotta  statuettes 
There  they  are  on  the  wall,  close  which  grinned  from  the  four  cor- 
to  that  little  red  man's  feet."  ners  of  the  balustrade  ;  the  old 
Lady  Frances  found  the  scissors  lady  herself,  with  her  shaking 
and  cut  the  daphne,  and  brought  hands  and  delicate  reticulations 
a  great  bunch  of  it  to  her  old  of  wrinkles, — they  were  not,  any 
friend,  who  buried  her  face  in  of  them,  ideal  tenants  of  a  para- 
it  till  the  white  satin  cap  ribbons  disc  perhaps,  and  yet,  like  some 
were  dusted  with  yellow  pollen.  Gothic  building  in  which  the  very 
Then  the  visitor  got  a  low  chair,  grotesqueness  is  an  element  of  the 
and  sat  down  close  to  the  other's  beauty,  they  all  seemed  to  bar- 
couch,  not  talking  much,  but  rest-  monise — to  form  part  of  the  beauty 
ing,  enjoying  herself,  dreaming,  of  the  spot,  of  tnat  peace  which 
It  was  unspeakably  restful,  un-  encompassed  it  as  with  a  ^een  cur- 
speakably  green,  and  silent,  and  tain,  shutting  out  everything  that 
delightful.  No  one  else  came,  and  seems  discordant — which  seemed 
she  sat  on  and  on,  listening  to  the  to  belong  to  its  very  stones, 
occasional  chimes  of  the  Redentore,  '*  So  you  have  got  steamers 
whose  great  grey-slated  cupola  now  !  "  the  Princess  said,  suddenly 
showed  over  the  tops  of  the  acacia,  opening  her  eyes  after  a  lone 
trees  ;  catching  an  occasional  gleam  interval  of  silence,  during  which 
of  some  white  sail  upon  the  broad  she  seemed  to  have  lapsed  into  a 
face  of  the  lagune^  where  the  pink  profound  doze, 
campanile  of  the  Armenian  con-  "  Steamers  ? "  Lady  Frances  re- 
vent  alone,  of  all  the  world  of  peated  with  some  bewilderment, 
houses  and  churches  without,  was  "  Yes,  steamers.  In  Venice  there 
visible  through  a  break  in  the  trees.  — going  up  and  down  the  Grand 
Her  shyness,  her  self-conscious-  Canal, — steamers  in  Venice  !  That 
ness — those  two  lifelong  banes  of  I  should  live  to  hear  of  it  1  I  shall 
her  poor  existence — were  quietly  not  live  to  see  it,  Dieu  soi  louer  ! 
lullea  away  here  and  laid  to  for  I  am  not  going  back  to  Venice, — 
sleep.  It  would  have  been  as  im-  not  till  they  carry  me  there  in  a  boz» 
possible  indeed  to  be  shy  or  self-  It  cannot  be  so  very  long  now.  I 
conscious  in  a  tomb  as  in  that  have  no  pains,  it  is  true  ;  my  inside, 
peaceful  retreat,  where  everything  which* troubled  me  so  long,  is  at 
spoke  of  growth,  of  the  freshness  peace  ;  but  that,  they  say,  is  a  very 
of  spring,  of  slow,  kindly,  gentle,  bad  sign.  The  doctor  comes  now 
inexorable  decay.  It  seemed  to  to  see  me  once  a- week ;  he  won- 
her  as  if  time '  itself  had  some-  ders  how  I  live  on.  He  looks 
how  fallen  asleep ;  as  if  she  round  the  garden  every  time  he 
had   reached  ,a    land    which     we  lands  to  see  if  there  are  any  signs 
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of  death  about.    He  inquires  of  the  Titi,  my  precious,  my  treasure  ;  I 

Kndoliers,   *  Her  Excellency  the  am  speaking  of  thee — thou  hear- 

inoesSy  is  she — is  she ? '  and  est    thy    name,   thou    little    dog, 

then  he  stops  trembling,  thinking  though  Bauche   is  too  deaf,   and 

of  bis  fees,  of  which  there  will  soon  she  does   not   know   when   she  is 

be  no  more  for  him.     *  Her  Excel-  spoken   of.      Fanchon,   you  must 

lency  the  Princess  receives  to-day  I '  not  say  you  will  not.     I  tell  you, 

my  good  Sebastiano  answers  sol-  you  must,  and  you  shall.     I  cannot 

emnly,  and  then  he  advances,  and  make    legacies,    provisions — what 

tells  me  all  the  news.     But  Venice,  do  you  call  them  ?    I  have  no  near 

Venice  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  like  relations  ;  they  are  all  dead,  dead, 

me — like  all  whom  I  have  known  ;  dead.     If  I  had  even,  what  would 

this    garden    is    for    me    all   the  they  do?    They  would  write  from 

Venice   left.      When  I   am   gone  Hungary,    and    they   would   say, 

they  will  want  to  tear  it  up  and  'Sell    me  all     the     old    woman's 

make  it  into — what  do   you   call  things,  and  send  me  straight  the 

those  things? — gas  places.     They  money,'    and   Titi,  and  my  little 

will  like  to  have  their  coals  and  birds,  and   poor  Bauche,   who  is 

cinders,  their  dirt  and  nasty  smells  so   stupid,  would  be    thrown   out 

here,  just  here  where  we  are  now  upon  the  streets.      But  thou  wilt 

sitting  !  "  not  do  that.     Thou  wilt  come  and 

"  There  is  nothing  in  Venice  so  live   here,   and  the  beau  Colonel 

dear  as  this  garden  I "  Lady  Fran-  too,  if  he    chooses,   and    will   let 

ces    answered,   looking    affection-  Titi  and  the  rest  stay  in  the  gar- 

atelv   round  her,   and   then   back  den   till   they  die,  and    my   poor 

a^m  to  the  face  of  her  old  friend.  Bauche  go  on  with  her  knitting. 

"  i  could  stay  here  always  ;  I  am  And   thou   wilt  think  of  the  old 

never   so  happy  anywhere    else  !  woman  who  liked  thee  much,  my 

Never  !  "  she  exclaimed.  Fanchon,  though  thou  art  but  a 

The  Princess    blinked   her   old  laideron,  poor  one,  and   not   like 

eyes   kindly.     She   liked   this  en.  thy  mother,  who  was   a  beautiful 

thusiasm  of  the  other's  ;  it  was  so  woman,  with  eyes  like  two  stars^ 

young,  so  na^ve,  she  thought.  and  shoulders  like  hills  of  snow. 

'^Listen    then,    Fanchon,"    she  Ah,   there    are    no    such    women 

said, — "I  will  tellyou  a  little  secret,  now  ! " 

I  had  meant  it  to  be  a  surprise,  Lady   Frances   was  touched  to 

bat,  after  all,  a  surprise  is  a  folly,  the  very  quick  :  the  tears  sprang 

When  I  am  gone   this  garden, —  to  her  eyes,  and  the  colour  to  her 

the  cherries,  strawberries,  daphne  two  thin  cheeks.   She  stooped  down 

bushes — all  will  be  yours  ;  it  shall  and  clasped  the  Princess's  hand  in 

not  go  to  the  gas  places."      Her  both  her  own. 

visitor  started,    and    opened   her  '*  Dearest,  dearest  Princess,  do 

mouth  to  disclaim,  but  the  Prin-  not  leave  me  anything,  please  do 

cess    m\e    her  no  time.      "  Yes,  not,  and  I  will  take  care  of   them 

my  child,   do    not  say   no  :    you  all  the  same  !  "  she  exclaimed  en. 

will  disturb  me;    you  will   n^ake  treatingly.     "  I  have  enough  more 

me   sick ;    I    shall    have    one    of  ^lan  enough  of  my  own.      I  pro- 

my   attacks   of    nerves.      It  must  mise  that   they  shall  never   want 

be  so,  I  tell  you  ;  do  not  refuse,  for  anything  while  I  am  alive.    Do 

unless    you    wish    to    break     my  let  it  be  so,  do  trust  me,  you  may 

heart.     I    leave   you  all—  Bauche,  indeed  ;  and  do  not  leave  me  any- 

the  canary  birds,  and  Titi.     Yes,  thincj.     Why  should  you  ?     I  have 
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enough,  more  than   enough,  I  as-  wrinkled    face    red    and    crease' 

sure  you  ! "  with  fury  within  its  pleated  cap 

"  Nay,  nav,  Fanchon,  it  must  be  borders,  it  was  for  all  the  world 

as  I  say.     1  am  not  going  to  be  like    a    baby  —  a   baby  suddenly 

contradicted.     I  have  never  been  become  old  and  wrinkled — trans- 

et,  and   I  will  not  assuredly  be  formed  in   the  twinkling    of    an 

y  thee.     If  I  did  not  know  thou  eyelid  to    over    fourscore    yean, 

wert  a  good  girl  at  bottom — mind  but  remaining  for  all  that  a  baby 

me,  I  say  at  bottom,  a  very,  very  still,  with  all  a  baby's  feebleness^ 

long  way  down — I  would  not  do  and  all  a  baby's  absolute  inability 

it."    Then,  as  Lady  Frances  again  to    hear  or    listen     for  a  single 

tried  to  interpose  —  "  Would  you  instant  to  contradiction.       What 

have  me  scream  ?  would  you  have  could  she  do  but  hastily  agree  to 

me  have  a  fit?   would  you  have  anything    and    everything     that 

me  die — here  —  now  —  at  once?"  was     required   of    her — anything 

she    suddenly    exclaimed,    sitting  that    would    allay    this    tempest 

bolt    upright    in    her    chair,   and  so    suddenly,    so    unaocoantably 

opening  and    shutting    her    eyes  sprung  up  ? 

with  tne  mpst  alarmmg  rapidity  No  sooner  had  she  done  this  than 
as  she  did  so.  "Loose  my  hand  the  Princess  immediately  calmed 
at  once,  bad  child,  lest  I  strike  you  herself  down  again  as  if  by  magio 
to  the  very  earth  !  "  ^^ismissed  Mi^ame  Banche,  who 
Lady  Frances  for  the  life  of  her  had  approached  with  an  air  of  con- 
could  not  forbear  from  laughing,  sternation  from  her  knitting,  and 
near  as  she  had  been  to  crying  a  five  minutes  later  was  placidly  dis- 
minute  or  two  earlier.  The  old  coursing  about  the  Dehaviour  of 
lady  in  her  sudden  convulsion  of  her  petunias,  which  had  certainly 
passion,  her  two  tiny  withered  not  fiowered  nearly  so  well  at 
hands  upraised  to  strike,  her  small  usual  this  season. 

{To  he  continued,) 
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A  BLACK  YEAR  FOR  INVESTORS. 

It  has  become  of  late  an  indis-  Each  succeeding  year  leaves  the 

pensable  qualification  for  moving  country  decidedly  poorer  than  it 

m  polite  society,  to  have  a  theory  found  it ;  for  not  only  has  the  pro- 

of  the  depression  of  trade.     One  ductive  income  of  the  community 

can  no  longer  dine  out  in  comfort  further  declined,  but  in  one  direc- 

without  having  at  his  command  an  tion  or  another  a  serious  cut  has 

adequate  supply  of  small  talk  about  been  made  into  its  capital.     It  is 

sonr  bounties,  reciprocity,  and  Mr  not  in  the  Board  of  Trade  returns 

Giffen's  letters  to  the  '  Times.'    If  that  we  shall  be  able  to  trace  this 

he    ventured     forth   insufficiently  most  grave  though  least  obvious 

equipped,  he  might  find  lyin^  in  evidence  of  evil  times.    In  the  rec- 

wait  for  him  on  one  side  a  zealous  ords  of  a  very  different  institution 

missionary    of    the    Fair     Trade  — the  London  Stock  Exchange — is 

League,  and  on  the  other  a  cock-  the  darkest  lesson   to  be  read  of 

sure  apostle  of  the  Cobden  Club,  how  the  country  is  suffering.  Mer- 

Unfortunately  we  are  not  all  gifted  chants  and  manufacturers  complain 

with  the  happy  disposition  of  Mr  loudly   of  what  in  many  cases  is 

Giffen,  which  enables  him  to  refuse  merely  diminished  incomes,  but  a 

point-blank  to  see  that    trade  is  bad   year  among    investors    may 

Dad,  or  that  manufacturers   have  mean  no  income  at  all,  and  more 

anything  to  grumble   about.      In  or  less  complete  sacrifice  of  capital. 

the  experience  of   most  of  us,  the  1884  was  such  a  year.     Following 

commercial  ^world    is  very   much  on  a  series  of  sharp  catastrophes  in 

out   of  joint ;   and   if  we  are    to  the  leading  investment  markets,  it 

believe   pessimists    like    Mr  Ash-  found  investors   poor,  and  it  left 

mead-Bartlett,  the  man  is  not  born  many   of   them   m    despair.     The 

et  who  is   to  set  it   right.     Mr  turn  of  the  tide  they  haa  patiently 

risht  himself  has  given  up  dis-  waited  for  did  not   come — it  did 

puting  that  the  Board  of  Trade  re-  not  even  seem  to  be  any  nearer, 

turns  are  bad.     Between  40  and  50  The  slow  decline  which  killed  them 

millions  sterling  decrease  in  a  single  by  inches  was  not  stayed.    Gleams 

year  is  more  than  can  be  explained  of  false   hope  visited   them   from 

away  in  half-a-dozen  of  the  most  time   to   time,  but  as   a  rule  the 

tersely  worded  jibes  ever  fiung  at  shrinkage  of  prices  went  steadily 

the   heads  of  unbelieving  Tories,  on  from  January  to  December.    It 

The  more  that  the  men  of  light  and  became  so  general  that  it  ceased  to 

leading  explain  to  us,  the  darker  discriminate,  and   attacked    good 

the  mystery  appears  to  grow.  That  stocks   as   well   as    bad.     Consols 

profits  are  diminishing,  that  values  suffered   in   common   with    North 

are  shrinking,  and  that  the  bitter  British  Rails,  and,  excepting  for- 

struggle  sardonically  called  "  busi-  eign   bonds,   no  principal   market 

ness  *'  grows  harder  every  day,  we  has  escaped     unshaken.       If    the 

all   know,   but  the  why  and   the  London   Official   List  of  the  31st 

wherefore  are  as  yet  unsolved  pro-  December    1884     were     minutely 

blems.    The  oracles  who  undertake  compared   with    the  List    of   the 

to  enlighten  us  on  the  causes  of  same  day  in  1883,  every  variation 

our  misery  are  becoming  one  of  the  in   price  being  calculated  on   the 

worst  of  its  aggravations.  amount  of  stock  in  the  hands  of 
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the  public,  the  aggregate  declines  vincial  stocks,  4  millions  ;  Scottish 
would  be  found  to  reach  the  solid  stocks,  4  millions  ;  Irish,  2  millions 
figure  of  123  millions  sterling.  — total,  80  millions.  But  it  should 
The  appreciations  would  amount  be  explained  that  the  heaviest  de- 
to  rather  more  than  50  millions,  preciation  on  the  London  Exchange 
leaving  a  net  decfine  of  over  70  occurred  in  American  Dollar  Bonds 
millions  sterling  for  the  year.  and  shares,  which  are  not  wholly 
And  yet  the  London  Stock  £x-  held  in  this  market.  At  the  pres- 
change  has  had  much  less  cause  to  ent  moment  the  bulk  of  them  may 
complain  than  some  of  its  provin-  be  in  the  States,  as  during  the 
cial  competitors.  It  has  been  posi-  past  two  years  every  fresh  panic 
tively  fortunate  in  comparison  with  caused  great  masses  of  them  to  be 
Scotland,  where  financial  plunging  sent  home  to  the  Americans,  who 
seems  to  have  become  a  fine  art.  will  watch  their  opportunity  to 
Early  in  the  year  there  was  a  sue-  reintroduce  them  at  much  more 
cession  of  "  liquidations  "  in  the  reputable-looking  prices — in  other 
Scottish  American  market,  all  as  words,  considerably  higher  prices, 
bad  as  Wabash,  though  on  a  smaller  If  only  half  the  loss  in  the  Amer- 
scale.  Fully  one  million  sterling  of  ican  market  were  taken  on  our 
capital  was  clean  wiped  out,  and  own  shoulders,  there  would  be 
there  was  a  shrinkage  besides  on  about  25  millions  to  write  off  from 
other  securities  during  the  year  to  the  estimated  losses  of  1883.  On 
the  extent  of  over  4  millions  ster-  this  basis  the  net  depreciation  of 
ling.  To  set  against  this  there  were  London  stocks  might  be  reduced 
gains  of  little  more  than  one  million,  to  about  50  millions  sterling  for  the 
the  net  depreciation  on  Scottish  year,  and  the  aggregate  for  all  the 
stocks  having  thus  been  4:^  mil-  stock  markets  in  the  United  King- 
lions.  Moreover,  the  Scottish  in.  dom  would  be  nearly  60  millions 
vestor  bore  also  his  full  share  of  sterling. 

the  losses  on  the  London  market.  The  British  funds  have  led  the 

where  a  large  amount  of  his  specu-  way  in  this   downward  progress, 

lative  business  is  still  transacted.  Consols  opened  the  vear  at  lOOf, 

On  a  moderate  estimate,  he  lost  as  and  closed  at  99,  while  NewThrees 

much  in  London  as  he  did  at  home,  receded  from  101^  to  99^.      These 

or  say  another  4  millions  sterling,  reductions  represented  on  the  total 

English  provincial  stocks  have  held  amount  outstanding   a  loss  of  1£ 

their  ground  more  firmly  perhaps  millions  sterling,  the  entire  respon- 

than  those  of  the  larger  markets,  sibility  of  which  must  be  laid  at 

but   though    there    has    been   no  the  door  of  Mr.  Childers  and  his 

marked  fall  among  them,  they  all  abortive   scheme  for  "  sweating  ^ 

show  more  or  less  evidence  of  de-  the   incomes  of  widow  ladies  and 

presflion.     It  is  not  too   much  to  charitable   trusts   to    the    modest 

assume  that  the  aggregate  losses  extent     of    15    per    cent.      India 

of  Manchester,   Liverpool,   Leeds,  stocks  were   depressed,  partly,  it 

Newcastle,  Sheffield,  and  Birming-  may  be,  through  Indian  banks  un- 

ham,  equalled  those   of    Scotland,  loading,   partly  out  of  sympathy 

or,  say,  4  millions  sterling.    Assign  with   Consols.     They  depreciatea 

2  millions  to   Ireland,   which  has  fully   2   millions   sterling    on  the 

considerable  stock  markets  at  Dub-  year,  making  14  millions  of  a  loss 

lin  and  Belfast,  and  then  the  cata-  to  the  holders  of   British   funds, 

logue  of  investors'  losses  will  be  :  The  markets  next  in  rank  derived 

London,  70  millions  ;  English  pro-^  gi*eat  benefit  from  the  fright  which 
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Mr  Childere  gave  to  the  Three  per  Grand  Trunks  prepared  us  for  the 
Cent  investors.  There  was  a  rush  ne  plus  ultra  of  gambling  stocks — 
made  out  of  Consols  into  Corpora-  Erie  and  Wabash.  When  we  ap- 
tion  stocks,  Colonial  Government  proach  the  American  market,  our 
Bonds,  and  the  best  class  of  rail-  arithmetical  ideas  have  to  be  en- 
way  debentures,  preference  shares,  larged  to  suit  the  climate.  Thou- 
Ac,  The  latter  especially  show  a  sands,  and  even  hundreds  of  thou- 
markeii  rise  on  the  prices  of  1883.  sands,  sound  small  in  the  vernaou- 
Xearly  every  railway  debenture  lar  of  Ihe  Vanderbilts  and  Jay 
quoted  in  London  gained  in  value,  Gould.  Sometimes  millions  are  a 
tne  aggregate  appreciation  having  hardly  adequate  gauge  of  the  high 
been  over6^  millions  sterling.  The  stakes  that  the  American  railway 
stocks  of  guaranteed  lines  sained  kings  play  for  among  themselvety 
in  value  nearly  3^  millions,  leased  or  with  the  public  when  the  pub- 
lines  about  half  a  million,  and  pre-  lie  is  in  a  mood  for  being  fleeced, 
ference  stocks  close  on  2f  millions.  There  have  been  many  pyrotechni- 
On  railway  preference  and  deben-  cal  displays  in  the  American  mar- 
tare  stocks  generally,  the  rise  for  ket,  but  the  experiences  of  1884 
the  year  was  over  13  millions,  but  eclipsed  them  all.  It  was  a  year 
unfortunately  there  is  another  side  of  historic  scandals,  defaults,  liqui- 
to  the  picture.  Railway  ordinary  dations,  receiverships,  railway  wars, 
stocks  lost  fully  more  than  the  and  general  embezzlement.  Big 
preferences  and  debentures  gained,  opei^tors  making  their  own  game 
They  were  worth  less  by  14^  mil-  and  throwing  their  loaded  dice 
lions  sterling  at  the  end  of  the  with  unblushing  frankness,  had 
year  than  they  had  been  at  the  fleeced  the  last  of  the  lambs,  and 
end  of  1883.  Taking  the  home  rail-  now  fell  to  fleecing  each  other, 
way  market  all  over,  it  lost  from  But  in  this  instance  the  proverb 
1^  to  2  millions  sterling  in  1884.  l^as  not  held  true,  that  when  rogues 
That  was  a  trifle,  however,  to  the  fall  out  honest  men  get  their  own. 
shrinkage  of  the  colonial  lines,  The  rogues  have  fallen  out,  but 
which  mean  practically  Grand  the  honest  men  have  got  litlle  of 
Trunks  and  (^anadian  Pacifies,  with  their  money  back  yet.  One  rotten 
a  few  particularly  sweet  things  railway  after  another  has  burst 
like  Montreal  and  Sorel  thrown  up :  first,  dividends  were  stopped, 
in.  Canadian  Pacifies  dropped  then  fixed  charges  ceased  to  be 
from  56^  to  46,  a  depreciation  of  earned,  and  now  apparently  only  a 
more  than  1^  million  sterling  on  few  steps  more  have  to  be  taken 
the  stock  listed.  Grand  Trunks  to  land  even  the  old  Trunk  lines 
performed  one  of  their  long  drops  in  bankruptcy.  Twelve  months 
m  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and,  ago  it  would  have  sounded  as  in- 
roughly  speaking,  twice  the  quan-  credible  that  Lake  Shore  would 
tity  of  them  could  have  been  "pass"  a  dividend,  as  that  New 
bought  with  the  same  money  at  York  Central  may  have  to  do  it 
the  end  of  December  as  at  the  before  the  current  year  is  out. 
beginning  of  January.  Their  Bad  as  the  outlook  was  at  the  be- 
agin'egate  shrinkage  exceeded  5  ginning  of  1884,  he  would  have 
millions  sterling,  raising  the  total  been  silenced  as  a  croaker  who 
loss  in  the  Colonial  railway  market  predicted  that  Louisville  and  Nash- 
to  not  far  from  7  millions.  villes  would  sink  into  the  twenties, 
Canadians  are  a  stepping-stone  Pennsylvania  and  Ohios  into  the 
to  Americans.     A  long  course  of  thirties,  St  Pauls  into  the  sixties, 
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aud  New  York  Centrals  into  the  the    misoellaneoas    markets  there 

eighties.     Denvers  at   8,  Wabash  were   some    severe    depreciatioDB^ 

Ordinary    at   5^,  Readings  at  9,  set  off,  however,  hy  a  few  material 

Eries  at  14,  Oregon  and  California  gains.     Of  nearly   seventy   banks 

at  IG,  and  Ohio  and  Mississippi  at  quoted  in  London,  only  five  showed 

18,  are  more  difficult  Jfor  a  "  duU"  an  improvement  on  the  year,  and 

of  1881  to  realise  than  sugar  at  a  it  aggregated  only  £167,000;  while 

penny  per  pound.     They  seem  to  forty  were  lower,  to  the  extent  of 

be  opposed  to  the  course  of  nature,  6^  millions  sterling.     Here  we  are 

and  after  this  we  no  longer  won-  not  taking  into  account  the  Orien- 

der  what  may  come  next.     Ameri-  tal  Bank,  whose  1^  million  of  capi- 

cans  were  supposed  to  be  in  the  tal  has  to  be  written  off  entirely^ 

dirt  at  the  end  of  1883,  when  they  with  as  much  more  that  is  being 

were   found   to  have  shrunk  150  called  up  by  the  liquidator.     In- 

millions  sterling  in  two  years,  but  eluding  it,  the  year's  loss  to  holders 

last  year  they  contrived  to  drop  of   bank   shares   would   be   about 

another    50    millions    sterling    or  9^  millions  sterling  for  the  year ; 

more.      The    Dollar    Bonds     and  or,   allowing  for  Oriental    Sanks 

shares  quoted  in  London  declined,  having  been  worth  only  £12  at  the 

in  1884,  47^  millions  sterling,  and  beginning  of  the  year,  we  may  set 

the  Sterling  Bonds  over  2  millions,  the  depreciation  down  at  over  8i 

A   valuation  of   the  same   stocks  millions.     Commercial  and  indos- 

taken  in  May  last  would  have  put  trial  shares  to  the  number  of  11^ 

them  at  least  40  millions  st^hng  appear  on  the  London  list,  and  of 

lower.  these  nearly  one  half  show  declines 

Foreign    railways    would    have  aggregating     almost    If-   million. 

been  a  very  dull,  respectable  mar-  Ten  were  higher  on  the  year  by 

ket     but     for      Mexicans,     which  £415,000,  and  the  net  depreciation 

played  the  part  of  meteor.    As  a  in  this  market  was  about  1^  milr 

melodramatic  gamble  they  rivalled  lion.     Coal,  Iron,  and  Steel  shares^ 

Wabash,  and  apparently  they  have  thirty-one  in  number,  had  asimilir 

mure  vitality.     A  stock  which  can  experience.     There  were  eighteen 

dance  gaily  up  from  20  to  140,  and  of   them    lower  on   the    year  by 

tumble  back  to  2G  in  less  than  two  £1,425,000,  and  only   one   higher 

years,  must  command  the  admira-  by  £60,000.     The  net  amount  of 

tion  of  every  patriotic  broker  and  shrinkage  here  was  £1,365,000. 
jobber.     It    shows    what    human        Shipping   shares  had  a   notori- 

nature  is  capable  of  in  moments  ously  bad  year.     Of  twenty-seven 

of  enthusiasm.      Mexicans  had  a  on   the   list  in   1884,   there   were 

sharp  recovery  at  the  end  of  the  thirteen    lower   by   £825,000,  and 

year,  which  brought  them  out  with  only    five    higher     by    £109,000^ 

the  comparatively  small  deprecia-  leaving      the      net      depreciation 

tion  of  If  million,  but  the  differ-  £716,000.      The   Insurance    Com* 

ence  between  the  maximum  and  the  panies  show,  as  usual,  very  varied 

minimum  prices  of  the  year  would  results,  but  the  movement  among 

be  over  3  millions  sterling.     Other  them    was  limited.     Of   sixty   s^ 

foreign    railways,    especially    the  ourities  in  this  class,  only  thirteen 

Brazilian  and  Argentine   guaran-  showed    an    appreciable    change^ 

teed    lines,    improved   materially,  having  fallen    to    the    extent  of 

and  the  net  depreciation  on   this  fully    1^   million  sterling.     Other 

market  was   thereby    reduced   to  seven    companies    rose   m   valoe^ 

less  than  one  million  sterling.     In  but  only  one  of  them,  the  North 
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British  and  Mercantile,   to  a  no-    considerably    over    half    a    mil- 
tioeable  extent.     The  total  reduc-    lion. 

tions    were    £232,000,    and    the        Thus  in  seventeen  of  the  twenty- 
Det    gains    rather    over    1^    mil-    foar  principal  divisions  of  London 
lion.     Telegraphs  and  Telephones,    stocks,  we  have   found   losses   on 
which    now    represent     over     30    balance    ranging  from   a   quarter 
nuUions  sterling  of  paid-up  cap-    million    to    50    millions    sterling, 
ital  and  forty-nine  distinct  securi-    and  amounting  altogether  to  about 
ties,  gained  last  year  on  twenty-    108   millions.       The   departments 
two     of    these    £8000,    and    lost    which  showed  a  balance  of  gain 
on    nineteen    of    them    nearly    2    are   much   easier  described.       At 
millions     sterling.       Mines     were    the    head   of  them    are    Foreign 
an    exemplarv    market.     Specula-    Stocks,  which  had  an  exception- 
tion  having  betaken .  itself  appar-    ally    firm    year.     Three    or    four 
rently  to  other  qnarterSySouth  Cara-    of  the  leading  classes  had  a  sub- 
dons,  'Devon,  Ureat  Consols,  and    stantial  advance.    Russians,  for  in- 
Wheal   Bassetts  are   hardly   ever    stance,  were  between  9  and  10  mil- 
heard  of  now  in  Capel  Court.     In    lions  sterling  better  on  the  year  ; 
the  new  official  list,   which    was    Spanish  were  fully  6  millions  ahead 
revised  at  the  bepnning  of  1884,    ot  1883  ;    Italians  1}  million  up ; 
many  of  the  smaller  mining  gam-    Egyptians  fully  half  a  million  ;  and 
bles  were  weeded  out.     Now  only    even  Turks  come  out  with  flying 
ele*ren  British  mines  remain,  and    colours  on  the  right  side.     Out  of  a 
last     year    they     depreciated    to    hundred  and  thirteen  stocks,  fifty- 
tbe  extent  of  nearlv  a  quarter  of  a    five  appear  to  have  been  gainers, 
million  sterling.     The  colonial  and    and   only   twenty-five  losers — the 
foreign   mines   were  also  pruned,    balance  of  appreciation  being  over 
most  of  the  moribund  Indian  gold    16  millions  sterling.     It  is  a  rather 
ventures  having  been  dropped  out    ominous  sign  of  the  times  that  the 
as    games    no    longer   worth   the    only  securities  which  maintain  their 
candle.      The  twenty-three   com-  Value  among  us  are  foreign  stocks, 
panics  thus    shelved    represented    and,  of  all  stocks  in  the  world — 
an   aggregate  capital   of  3^   mil-    Russians,     Spanish,    and    Turks! 
lions   sterling,   and   the  deprecia-    The  only  home  securities  in  this 
tion  on   the  fifty-four  companies    category   are   Coi*poration  stocks, 
left    in    amounted    to   another  5    Gas  shares,  which  were  better  all 
millions.  Rio  Tinto  alone  accounts    round,Canals  and  Docks,and  Tram- 
for  over  2  millions  of  this  decline,    ways.     In    the    Gas    department, 
Mason  A  Barry  for  nearly  one  mil-    thirty-seven  out  of  fifty-nine  stocks 
Hon,  and  Tharsis  for  about  three-    improved,  and  only  two  were  lower, 
quarters  of  a  million.     The  shares    the  balance  of  gain  havinj^  been 
of  the  Spanish  copper  mines  thus    fully  2|  millions  sterling.     What  a 
lost  in  market  value  not  far  from    moral  for  the  Electric  Light  Com- 
4  millions  sterling  in  a  single  year,    panics,    whose    own   shares   have 
The  last  of  the  retrograde  securi.    shrivelled    up   into   decimal  frac- 
ties  are  waterworks  stocks,  which    tions  !     Of  thirty-five  Canal   and 
have  had  the  heavy  shadow  of  Sir    Dock  Companies,  ten  rose  during 
William     Harcourt     pressing     on    the  year  by  nearly  2  millions,  and 
them.     Ten  of  the  leading  stocks    seven     were    reduced     by     about 
were  lower  on  the  year  by  nearly    £425,000,   making  a  net  gain   of 
£700,000,  and  i\\e  were  higher  by    1^   million  sterling.      Only  seven 
£140,000,     making    the    net    loss    of  the  twenty-four  leading  markets 
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show  a  balance  of/gain  for  tlie  year,  stand  scrutiny  fairly  well.     Very 
and  these  gains  amount  to  barely  nearly   half   the   amoant   of  that 
22     millions    sterling    altogether,  wealth  is  represented  by  securities 
Fully  three-fourths   of   this   total  officially  dealt  in  on  the  London 
was    realised,    as    above     hinted,  Stock  Exchange  ;  and  if  we  add  to 
on  Russians,  Spanish,  Turks,  and  them   the  securities  not  officially 
Egypts  I    Only  four  home  markets  quoted    there,    we  shall   have    at 
come  out  on  the  right  side,  their  least    another   fourth   of   the  na- 
net  gains  aggregating  5j:  millions  tional  assets.     Mr.  Burdett,  in  his 
sterling.     The  seventeen  principal  "Official   Intelligence"   for   1882, 
markets  showing  balances  of  loss  gives  details  of  no  less  than  1G23 
are  domestic  and  American.     The  securities  officially  quoted,  repre- 
aggregate  of   their   net   deprecia-  se n ting  an  aggregate  nominal  cap!- 
tions  IS  1)3  millions,   making    the  tal  of  4107  millions  sterling,  and 
final  outcome  of  loss   on   London  a  paid-up  capital  of  3634  millions 
stocks,  as  already  stated,  fully  70  sterling.     These   did  not   include 
millions  sterling.  foreign  stocks,  with  coupons  pay- 
Even   to   people   who  have   no  able  abroad,  representing  an  aggre- 
favour  for  "stock  gambling,"  as  gate  value  of  2160  millions  ster- 
they  call  it,  these  must  be  rather  ling.     It   has  been   found   almost 
impressive  facts.     Every  succeed-  impossible  to  form  even  a  rough 
ing  year  exhibits  an   increase  in  estimate  of  the  amount   of   such 
the    proportion    of    the     national  foreign  stocks  held  in  this  country. 
wealth  that  has  passed  out  of  per.  That  large  holdings  of  them   do 
sonal  control  into   the  control  of  exist  here  is,  however,   indisput* 
joint-stock  companies.   Joint-stock  able.  Foreign  bankers  and  broken 
administration  is  the  horse-leech  deal  freely  in  them,  and  through 
that  is  continually  crying  "  Give  !  them  they  have  got  to  a  consider- 
give  ! "  Or,  to  use  a  more  pleasant  able  extent  into  the  hands  of  Brit- 
simile,  it  is  the  Aaron's  rod  that  ish  investors.     If  British  holding! 
swallows  up  every  other  form  of*  were  only  one-tenth  of  the  whole, 
enterprise.     If  an  intelligent  man  that  would  represent  over  210  mil- 
of  business,    who   had   not  given  lions  sterling.      Including,   there- 
much  attention  to  the  subject,  were  fore,  foreign  stocks  with  coupons 
stopped  in  the  street  and  made  to  payable     abroad,    the    securities 
say  offhand  what  proportion  of  the  officially  dealt  in  on  the  London 
wealth  of  the  United  Kingdom  he  Stock    Exchange  in   1882   had  ft 
thought  was  under  joint-stock  ad-  nominal    money  value    estimated 
ministration  at  home  or  abroad,  he  at  3850  millions  sterling.     At  the 
might   guess   at   a    fourth.     That  commencement  of  1884  the  official 
would  seem  to  most  people  a  liberal  list  was  revised,  and  many  niori- 
estimate,  but  it  is  far  below  the  bund   securities   dropped   out.     It 
mark.      The  total  wealth  of  the  now   contains  about  1700   quota- 
United  Kingdom  is  computed  by  tions,  and  the  aggregate  value  of 
statists  at  between  8000  and  0000  the  capital  they  represent  is  3437 
millions  sterling,  less  900  millions  millions,  or,  adding  a  tenth  of  the 
of  national   and   municipal  debt,  foreign  stocks  with  coupons  pay- 
The  most  precise  estimate  is  that  able  abroad,  3G47  millions  sterfinff. 
of  Mulhall — namely,  8720  millions.  An  interesting  analysis  of  them  is 
and  the  details  of'  his  calculation  appended  to  the  present  article.' 

»  Si^  table  on  p.  284. 
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But  this  3647  millions  sterHng  tory  to  factory,  and  piled  up  mil- 
of  joint-stock  capital  is  far  from  lion  on  million,  as  the  profits  of  all 
being  a  complete  total.  In  Lon-  the  markets  in  the  world  flowed 
don  there  are  swarms  of  small  into  their  coffers,  hardly  a  single 
companies,  private  and  semi-pri-  specimen  now  remains.  When 
vate,  which  have  no  quotation.  Henrv  George  and  his  Socialist 
For  every  mining  company  on  the  friends  start  the  hunt  for  bloated 
official  list  there  are  possibly  three  capitalists,  it  is  not  in  commerce 
that  would  not  be  aamitted  on  it  that  they  will  find  their  prey,  any 
because  of  being  either  too  small  more  thag  among  the  landowners, 
or  doubtfully  constituted,  or  little  The  bloated  capitalist  has  been 
dealt  in.  Many  large  trading  estab-  wise  in  his  generation:  having  got 
lishments  are  also,  in  fact,  joint-  the  cream  off  the  Anti-Corn  Law 
stock  companies,  though  their  shares  milk,  he  has  left  the  skim  for  com- 
may  be  confined  to  a  very  small  cir-  pany  promoters  to  fight  over.  Sat- 
cle  of  the  actual  managers  and  their  isfied,  as  he  well  ought  to  be,  with 
friends.  The  capital  controlled  by  his  prizes,  he  has  gracefully  retired 
these  unquoted  companies  is  vastly  from  the  lottery-box  to  give  his 
larger  than  would  be  supposed,  but  fellow-citizens  a  chance  at  the 
we  may  take  it  at  only  200  mil-  blanks  which  he  leaves  behind 
lions  sterling.  Of  late  years  "Syn-  him.  For  a  dozen  or  fifteen  years 
dicates"  have  become  an  important  back  they  have  been  drawing 
aeency  in  the  more  speculative  re-  blanks,  with  most  exemplary  pa- 
gion  of  finance.  Some  of  them  de-  tience  and  assiduity,  in  all  the 
relop  into  regular  companies,  while  great  industries  which  they  were 
others  keep  their  good  things  to  accustomed  to  consider  the  founda- 
themselves.  In  one  way  or  ano-  tions  of  national  wealth.  They 
ther,  they  influence  a  considerable  have  pertinaciously  sunk  money, 
amount  of  capital,  which  will  which  they  will  never  see  again, 
not  be  pver- estimated  at  50  mil-  in  coal-mines,  in  ironworks,  in  cot- 
lions  sterling.  So  far  we  have  ton  factories,  in  ship-building,  in 
been  speaking  of  London  only  ;  but  warehouses,  in  hotels,  and  in  every 
outside  of  London  there  is  a  wide  other  kind  of  business  that  used  to 
field  of  joint-stock  enterprise,which  yield  fortunes,  but  now  barely  pays 
is  year  by  year  extending.  It  re-  directors'  fees. 
quires  only  a  glance  at  the  com-  On  the  London  Stock  Exchange 
mercial  intelligence  of  our  leading  there  are  companies  to  the  number 
provincial  newspapers  to  discover  of  276,  classified  as  Commercial  and 
that  the  great  industries  of  the  Industrial,  Iron,  Coal,  and  Steel, In- 
country  are  passing  rapidly  out  of  vestment  and  Financial,  and  Slup- 
private  hands  into  the  maelstrom  ping,  which  represent  an  aggregate 
of  joint-stock  management.  Bir-  capital  of  between  80  and  00  mil- 
mingham,  Sheffield,  Liverpool,  lions  sterling.  Thirty  years  ago 
Manchester,  Leeds,  Newcastle,  nine-tenths  of  these  would  have  been 
Glasgow,  Dundee,  and  even  Aber-  private  establishments,  and  their 
deen,  are  centres  of  limited  liabil-  profits  or  losses  would  have  affected 
ity  enterprise.  One  by  one  the  a  mere  handful  of  people  compared 
merchant  princes  of  a  generation  with  the  thousands  of  families  whose 
ago  are  either  retiring  from  the  comfort,  if  not  their  actual  subsist- 
field,  or  are  converting  themselves  ence,  depends  on  them  now.  But 
into  companies.  Of  the  old  race  it  is  in  the  provinces  that  the  indus- 
of  historic  firms,  which  added  fac-  trial    and  commercial    joint-stock 
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company    flourishes.       Provincial  ed  in  London.     The  latter  amount. 

Stock  Exchanges  have  been  created  roughly  speaking,  to  50  millions 

by  it,  and  some  of  them  have  long  sterling.     Provincial  companies  of 

lists  of  local  stocks  which  are  dealt  all  kinds  will  be  estimated  within 

in  at   all  hours   of  the   day.     No  the  mark  at  :;^00  millions,  and  the 

attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  ap-  probability  is  that  we  are  a  good 

praise  these  local  stocks,  but  it  may  deal  under  the    real  total.      The 

DC  taken  as  a  safe  conclusion  that  various  classes  of  securities   indi- 

their   aggregate   far   exceeds    the  cated   may  now    be    summarised 

corresponding  class  of  stocks  quot-  thus: — 

Pftid-np  Capiui. 
1700  stocks  officially  quoted  in  London,       ...        £  8,487,000,000 

Foreign  stocks  held,  say, 216,000,000 

Syndicates  and  unquoted  companies  in  London,            .  350,000,000 

Provincial  companies,  200,000,000 

£4,108,000,000 

Out   of  8720    millions    sterling  strained   the     delicate   fabric     of 
of  national  capital  in   the   United  commercial   credit,    and    brought 
Kingdom  (less  the  900  millions  of  ruin  on  the   offenders.     That   was 
public  debt),  very  nearly  one-half  a  sharp   crisis   and  a    severe  one 
exists    in   the  form  of   securities,  while  it  lasted  ;  but  it  spent  itaelf 
which  are  daily  passing  from  hand  within     a    comparatively    narrow 
to  hand,  and  are  subject  to  all  the  circle,   and    was    followed    by    a 
fluctuations  of  a  sensitive  market,  speedy  recovery.     In  1866  it  was 
This  fact  is  one   of   the  neglected  speculative   ii nance  that    brought 
keys  to  the  problem  of  depressed  its  votaries  to  grief.      The  Joint- 
trade,  over  which  economists  and  Stock  Companies  Act  of  1862  had 
politicians  are  now  exercising  their  given  great  facilities  for  the  appli- 
troubled  brains.     Depressed  trade,  cation  of  limited  liability  to  fin- 
as  Mr   Bright  takes  every  oppor-  ancial  enterprise.      It  created  the 
tunity  of  impressing  on  us,  comes  company  promoter,  the  guinea-piff 
in  spasms,  and  it  should,  he  thinks,  director,  and  all  that  costly  brood 
be  suflicient   consolation  for  us  in  of  vampires  who  have  since  fed  on 
our  present  experience  of   it   that  the   innocent  investor.      In     1868 
we  are  no  worse  off  than  our  neigh-  there  were  nearly  seven  hundred 
hours.      But   it    is    odd    that    so  companies  registered  under  it.     In 
shrewd  and  practical  a  man  should  1864  the   number  rose    to  neariy 
be  such   an   emphatic   teacher  of  nine  hundred.     In  1865  it  turned 
fatalism  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  the   nine   hundred  ;  and   in    1866 
Bad   trade  may,  as  he  says,  come  it  was  advancing  merrily  towards 
in  spasms  ;    but   it  must    always  the  thousand  a  year,  when   Black 
have  a  cause,  or  a  combination  of  Friday  came  and  blighted   its  an- 
eauses,  and  these  causes  are  never  timely   blossoms.     Tnis  time   the 
the  same  on  two  occasions.      The  collapse  was  more  severe  than  in 
present  depression  is   as   difiPerent  1857,  and  its  effects  wider  spread, 
in  all  its   essential   features   from  but  the  recovery  was  again   vexT 
the  collapse  of  1873,  as  that  differ-  rapid.      Two  years  later  Mr  Olad- 
ed    from   the    financial    crisis  of  stone  was  able  to  boast  that  the 
1 8GG,  and  the   crisis   of  1866  dif-  prosperity  of  the  country  was  ad- 
fered  from  the  crash  of  1857.     In  vancing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
1857     it     was     overtrading    that        It  bounded   into  the   crash  of 
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1873 — ^this  time  a  Stock  Exchange  lions  in  1865.  In  the  latter  year 
crisiii.  The  money  that  had  been  there  was  not  an  American  rail- 
coined  abroad  by  our  merchants  way  stock  and  bond  officially 
and  manufacturers  was,  as  a  mat-  known  in  London,  but  in  1873 
ter  of  gratitude,  invested  in  foreign  they  had  got  into  the  official  list 
securities,  which  were  specially  to  tne  extent  of  nearly  83  millions, 
created  to  suit  the  British  market.  Even  that  was  only  the  beginning 
We  kept  open  house  in  Capel  of  the  flood,  for  there  are  now  over 
Court  for  foreign  Governments  320  millions  sterling  of  them  hon- 
willing  to  borrow,  for  contractors  cured  with  a  quotation.  Fully  50 
who  had  railways  to  build,  for  millions  consist  of  Sterling  Bonds, 
speculators  who  had  mines  to  sell,  which,  presumably,  are  altogether 
and  for  sharpers  of  every  clime  held  here.  The  remaining  270^ 
and  complexion  who  took  the  millions  is  made  up  of  the  miscel- 
trouble  to  learn  the  incantation  laneous  rubbish  of  Dollar  Bonds 
by  which  money  could  be  spirited  and  shares,  which  sell  at  any  price, 
out  of  our  pockets.  Swindling  from  five  cents  on  the  dollar  up- 
was  never  easier  or  pleasanter,  or  wards.  When  the  crash  of  1873 
more  respectable,  than  in  those  came,  there  were  about  500  mil- 
balcyon  days.  The  borrower  had  lions  sterling  of  British  money 
only  to  promise  high  enough  inter-  sunk  in  foreign  speculations,  more 
est,  and  money  poured 'in  on  him.  or  less  wild  and  apocalyptic.  The 
If  he  had  offered  5  per  cent  on  7  and  10  per  cent  lenders  who  had 
a  8ccurity  as  good  as  Consols,  he  provided  most  of  it  were  flayed 
would  have  piped  in  vain  in  the  alive  when  their  coupons  began 
market-place.  When  he  offered  to  be  returned  unpaid,  and  their 
7  per  cent  on  an  unmade  railway  stocks  ran  down  from  par  into  the 
in  South  America,  he  was  over-  depths  of  unsaleability.  But,  after 
whelmed  with  subscriptionn.  When  all,  they  were  only  a  limited  clasa 
he  mentioned  10  per  cent  in  the  of  fools,  and  the  country  did  not 
name  of  the  Government  of  Hon-  stand  siill  to  mourn  over  them, 
diiras,  he  was  wellnigb  torn  to  It  felt  the  shock  badly  at  first, 
pieces  by  eager  lenders.  As  for  but  pulled  itself  together,  and  went 
American  railways,  they  were  the  on  again  pretty  steadily  till  the 
veritable  lamp  of  Aladdin.  They  fall  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank 
had  only  to  shod  their  fertilising  brought  to  lignt  an  abyss  of  rot- 
light  on  the  boundless  prairie,  and  tenness  whicii  all  the  while  had 
it  would  blossom  as  the  rose  in  yawned  underneath, 
dividends.  So  the  great  game  The  depression  we  now  suffer 
went  on — millions  to  the  East  for  from  is  the  slowly  gathering  result 
the  Turk  and  the  Khedive,  millions  of  causes  which  have  been  in 
to  the  West  for  Jay  Gould  and  operation  for  at  least  ten  years, 
the  Mexicans.  It  began  in  1873  with  the  enor- 
In  1873  the  value  of  the  foreign  mous  loss  of  accumulated  capital 
storks  registered  on  the  London  then  sustained  in  our  foreign  in- 
Stoek  Exchange,  with  interest  vestments.  It  has  been  aggravated 
payable  in  London,  had  risen  to  year  after  year  by  fresh  losses  on 
444  millions  sterling.  Ten  years  mvestments,  both  home  and  for- 
before,  it  had  been  under  155  eign,  and  by  destructive  competi- 
millions.  The  nominal  value  of  the  tion  in  trade.  While,  on  the  one 
foreign  railway  securities  quoted  hand,  it  becomes  more  difficult 
was  170  millions,  against  1G4  mil-  everyday  to  make  money,  on  the 
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other  it  becomes  more  diDicult  to  is  uow  sapping  the  vitals  of  oar 
keep  it  when  made.  The  candle  commerce  had  already  begun.  It 
of  national  wealth  is  being  burnt  has  gone  on  intensifying  from 
at  both  ends,  and  the  effects  are  year 'to  year,  and  the  recuperative 
felt  by  every  class  of  the  com-  power  of  the  country  weakens  in 
munity.  Particular  industries  or  proportion.  Jjosses  which  might 
classes  may,  as  Mr  Bright  con-  have  done  little  harm  ten  years 
tends,  have  been  as  bad  before,  ago  are  serious  now,  for  they  can- 
but  no  one  will  say  there  has  ever  not  be  so  readily  retrievea.  In 
been  within  historical  memory  a  attempting  to  redeem  them,  we  are 
depression  at  once  so  severe  and  only  more  likely  to  get  plunged 
«o  widespread  as  the  present.  Not  into  deeper  trouble.  Every  in- 
a  single  section  of  the  community  vestor  or  speculator  who  is  light- 
is  exempt  from  it ;  and  though  ing  against  the  current  knows  that 
happily  the  working  class  has  been  fact  only  too  well  in  his  private 
so  far  less  affected  in  proportion  experience  ;  and  in  the  aggregate 
than  any  other,  it  may  be  only  a  it  must  be  no  less  true  of  the  corn- 
matter  of  a  few  months  when  de-  munity. 

pression  shall  pass  into  far-reach-  It  is  a  double  problem  that  has 

mg  destitution.    The  hard  gripe  of  to  be  grappled  with  on  behalf  of 

f;enteel  poverty  is  already  keenly  the  nation — how  to  earn  money, 

elt  in   homes  which  still   offer  a  and   how  to  avoid  losing  it  when 

fair  and  smiling  face  to  the  world  ;  earned.     Though  in   theory  these 

and  where   a   few  years   ago  the  may  be   quite  distinct   questions, 

serenity  of  opulence  reigned,  anx-  they  have  come  to  be  very  much 

iety  and  care  are  now  eating  into  mixed    up     in    practice.       Every 

the  daily  life.  joint-stock   investor   is   nowadays 

We  have  two  distinct  factors  to  more  or  less  of  a  trader,  and  most 

take  note  of  in  the  existing  depres-  traders,  if  not  investors  themselves, 

sion — destruction  of  capital  on  the  are  affected  by  the  fluctuations  of 

one  hand,  and  suicidal  competition  the   investment   markets.     A    de- 

on   the   other.     This  is   the    first  fault  on  the  bonds  of  some  little 

occasion  on  which  their  combined  known  railway   in  the   Far  West 

influence  has  been  strongly  felt.  In  may  have  an  easily  traceable  effect 

the  crisis  of  1857  there  was  a  tem-  on   the  whole  circle   of  our  com- 

porary  loss  of  trading  profits,  but  merce.  It  cuts  off  so  much  of   the 

comparatively  little  destruction  of  income  of  every  British  holder  of 

existing  wealth.  In  1800  there  was  the  bonds,  and  if  they  are  forced 

destruction  of  wealth  through  bad  to  sell,  it  cuts  still   more  cruelly 

speculation,  but  almost  no  loss  of  into  their  capital.     They  have  to 

trading  profits.     Trade   then  was  retrench,  which  means   that  they 

in  the  heyday  of  its  j)r<)sperity.    In  have   less   to   spend  amone   their 

1873  the  aggregate  loss  of  capital  tradesmen.  The  tradesmen  in  turn 

through  bad  investments  must  have  have  to  retrench,  and  have  less  to 

been  enormous,  but  trade  was  still  spend  with  the  wholesale  dealers. 

profitable,  and    wealth   continued  ''i  he  wholesale  dealers  can  take  less 

to  accumulate.     The  losses  of  that  from  the  manufacturers;  and  if  the 

crisis  would  have  been  wiped  out  process  were  carried   to  a  serioos 

in   a   few  years  had   the   earning  length,  the  manufacturers   would 

powers   of    the    community    con-  have  less  to  spend  in  wages  among 

tinned  unimpaired.     But  the  pres-  their  workpeople, 

sure  of  foreign  competition  which  Suppose,  next,  that  the  whole- 
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fial«  ileHler  and  tbe  manufacturer  The  investor  who  ventures  intn  il 
are  joi^^atock  oompanies,  Their  embarks  on  a  sea  of  hazarda  wLiuh 
shares  may  be  belli  by  hundreds  Is  swept  by  stormb  from  all  quar- 
ofi>erBons  who  know  nolhingabout  ters  of  the  globe.  For  a  month 
the  business  they  carry  on,  and  or  two,  or  even  for  a  short  year, 
have  no  iutereet  in  it  beyond  the  be  may  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
dividends  they  expect  to  draw  a  rising  market,  but  his  normal 
from  it.  To  tbera  depression  of  condition  is  to  find  the  waves 
trade  takes  the  verytangible  form  of  dashing  over  him,  or,  what  is 
reduced  dividends,  and  the  prooesa  worse,  to  feel  the  water  ebbing 
of  reirenehment  already  described  away  from  under  him  as  Ms  frail 
begins  all  over  again.  The  in-  bark  runs  aground.  Short  and 
vestor  spends  less  with  the  trades-  fitful  "  booms,"  followed  by  pro- 
man,  the  tradesman  less  with  the  longed  agonies  of  shvinkage,  is  the 
wholraale  dealer,  and  the  whole-  natural  course  of  events  be  must 
aalc  dealer  less  with  the  mann-  get  accustomed  to. 
faoturer,  ending,  perliaps,  in  a  There  are  practised  gamblers  iu 
further  reduction  of  dividends,  stocks  who  enjoy  the  excitement 
and  further  contraction  of  income  of  quickly  changmg  values.  They 
among  investors.  If  the  full  sig'  have  schooled  themselves  to  win 
nificance  of  this  circle  of  self-  without  being  elated,  and  to  lose 
mnltiplying  losses  could  be  ei-  without  being  depressed.  They 
pressed  in  tagures,  it  might  reach  claim  no  sympathy  when  the  mar- 
a  startling  magnitude.  Of  the  ket  goes  against  them,  for  they  are 
4100  millionB  sterling  of  securities  supple,  ana  can  follow  it  either  up 
above  enumerated,  not  one-half  or  down  as  the  temper  of  the  times 
can  be  considered  beyond  the  niay  dictate.  They  are  not  Inveat- 
range  of  speculative  fluctuation,  ors,  and,  as  a  rule,  expect  no  in- 
If  we  reckon  as  absolutely  safe,  come  from  the  stuff  they  gamble 
both  in  respect  of  capital  and  in-  in.  It  suits  their  purpose  better, 
te rest,  such  items  as  the  British  in  fact,  if  it  has  dropped  altogether 
Funds,  811  millions  ;  Corporation  out  of  the  ranks  of  inter  est -bear- 
Stocks,  43  millions  ;  Colonial  and  ing  securities,  as  the  less  intrinsic 
Provincial  Government  Bonds,  value  it  has  of  its  own,  the  better 
130  millions;  first-class  Foreign  suited  it  is  for  a  gambling  counter. 
Government  Stocks,  Bay  400  mil-  Of  the  2100  millions  of  specula- 
lions  ;  Kallway  Debenture  and  tive  securities  held  in  this  country,  ■ 
Preference  Stocks,  about  430  mil-  perhaps  500  millions  are  of  the 
lions  ;  first-class  American  and  gambling  sort,  such  as  Erie  shares. 
Foreign  Railway  Bonds,  say  50  Grand  "fi-unkB,  Indian  Gold  Mines, 
millions  ;  and  commercial  secur-  and  Electric  Lighting  shares.  It 
ities  of  the  gilt-edged  sort,  say  is  only  in  a  figurative  sense  that 
100  millions, — we  shall  have  a  these  can  be  reckoned  as  wealth  at 
total  of  little  more  than  2000  all.  They  are  rather  the  spectres 
millions  sterling  of  investments  of  wealth  that  has  been  squan- 
free  from  risk.  Among  the  2100  dered.  Dividends  are  unknown  in 
millions  of  Uocks  and  shares  lying  their  history,  and  are  not  expected 
outside  this  select  circle  specula-  from  tbem  in  the  most  aistaat 
tion  reigns.  It  may  vary  in  de-  future;  but  Capel  Court  is  always 
gree  from  the  smallest  minimum  loth  to  part  with  a  "  nimble  nine- 
of  risk  to  the  wildest  gamble,  but  pence,"  however  seedy.  The  rub- 
one  character  pervades  the  wliole.  bish  goes  up  and   it  goes  down ; 


280 


A  Black   Year  for  Investors. 


[Feb. 


one  fool  loses  on  it  and  another 
gains,  but  as  a  national  asset  it  is 
hardly  worth  conn  ting.  The  serious 
losses  of  investors  are  not  made 
there,  but  in  the  wide  borderland 
between  investment  and  specula- 
tion,— among  the  newly-launched 
mines,  which  promise  fortunes  to 
shareholders  ;  the  industrial  com- 
panies, which  are  too  often  the 
shells  of  a  splendid  business  with 
the  kernel  taken  out ;  and  the 
foreign  railways,  which,  when 
made,  turn  out  to  be  far  in  advance 
of  their  time.  The  shareholder 
who  above  all  others  deserves 
pity,  is  he  who  goes  into  the  mar- 
ket intending  to  invest,  and  after 
he  has  done  it  discovers  that  he 
has  been  unintentionally  speculat- 
ing. To  such  a  person  the  com- 
mercial laws  of  the  country  and 
its  financial  practices  are  most 
skilfully  planned  snares.  The  one 
leads  him  on  the  ice,  and  the 
other  does  nothing  whatever  to 
help  him  when  he  has  suffered  the 
inevitable  fall. 

It  is  the  reckless  investor  and 
not  the  reckless  gambler  who 
inflicts  the  severest  loss  on  the 
country.  Reverting  to  our  analy- 
sis of  securities,  if  2000  millions 
be  set  aside  for  those  that  are  per- 
fectly safe,  and  500  millions  for 
those  that  are  virtually  worthless, 
there  would  remain  IGOO  millions 
for  the  intermediate  kind.  Taking 
one  year  with  another,  these  yield 
a  very  poor  rate  of  interest  over- 
head. Perhaps  3  per  cent  would 
be  a  sufficiently  high  estimate,  con- 
sidering that  if  many  are  pretty 
regular  in  their  dividends  others 
are  intermittent,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion have  ceased  paying  any  at 
all.  Three  per  cent  on  1600  mil- 
lions sterling  is  equal  to  48  millions 
a-year.  If  that  amount  came  in 
with  the  regularity  of  dividends  on 
Consols,  it  would  be  a  valuable  ele- 
ment in  the  national  income,    but 


it  fluctuates  wildly.  The  coal  and 
iron  companies  offer  a  good  example 
of  how  it  can  rush  from  one  ex- 
treme to  the  otjier.  llie  same 
security  of  that  class  has  yielded 
20  per  cent  in  good  yearSi  and 
nothing  at  all  in  bad  ones.  Nor 
has  the  fluctuation  in  dividend 
been  the  worst  evil  with  thent 
The  market  value  of  the  securitv 
has  risen  or  fallen  with  the  divi- 
dend,  and  what  should  only  have 
been  temporary  loss  of  income  has 
meant  to  many  shareholders  actual 
ruin.  A  very  dramatic  comparison 
might  be  drawn  between  a  good 
and  a  bad  year  in  speculative 
investments,  such  as  commercial 
undertakings,  finance  companies^ 
second  or  third  rate  American  rail- 
ways,  ifec.  In  the  good  year  they 
may  quite  easily  yield  an  average 
return  of  5  or  even  6  per  cent, 
equal  say  to  80  millions  sterling. 
In  the  bad  year  they  may  drop  to 
an  average  of  2  per  cent  or  less, 
equal  in  money  to  only  32  millions 
sterling.  In  the  6  per  cent  year 
their  market  value  might  be  con- 
siderably over  par.  Some  of  them 
would  rise  to  100  or  200  per  cent 
premium,  and  the  1600  millions 
nominal,  worth  in  an  average  year 
say  1000  millions,  might  in  an 
inflated  year  be  bought  and  sold 
on  a  basis  of  1500  millions.  In 
the  2  per  cent  year  all  this  would 
be  changed.  Premiums  would 
run  off,  and  values  fall  to  non- 
dividend  level.  The  aggregate  re- 
sult might  be  a  shrinkage  from 
1500  millions  to  1000  millions 
again,  or  even  Jess. 

This  is  by  no  means  an  extreme 
calculation.  In  a  comparatively 
short  time  we  have  seen  Rio 
Tintos  drop  from  over  30  to  12, 
Tharsis  from  £7^  to  £5J,  Cunard 
Steams  from  par  to  less  than  half, 
Mexican  Rails  from  140  to  26| 
Arizpnas  from  pounds  to  shilhngs, 
and  so  on.     These  violent  declines 
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imply  fearful  losses  for  unfortunate    of  130  millions.     The  losses  of  in- 
buyers  during  the  hoom.     It  may    vestors  during  the  past  four  years 
be  said  that  sellers  on  the  boom    exceed    what   the  country  would 
gained  what  the  buyers  have  lost,    suffer  if  it  did  not  grow  an  ear  of 
and  that  in  the  end   the   country    wheat  or  any  other  grain  for  the 
has  suffered  little.     But  this  does    next  ten  years. 
not  apply  in  the  many  cases  where        This   investing  industry,  which 
bad  investments  have  sent  a  large    is  carried  on  in  the  most  haphazard 
amount  of  money  out  of  the  coun-    way,  which  is  not  even  a  recog- 
try  to  enrich  the  too  'cute  Ameri-    nized   profession,   and    which    no 
can  or  the  not  over-scrupulous  Ca-    House   of    Commons  ever  thinks 
nadian.     Moreover,  the  ruin  of  in-    of  protecting  by  suitable  legisla- 
dividuals  must  always  involve  loss    tion,  is,  next  to  our  foreign  trade, 
to  the  State,  even  when  other  in-    the  keystone  of  national  progress, 
dividuals  benefit  by  it.     Society  is    While  our  investments  were  profit- 
not  compensated  for  a  dead  man    able  we  grew  rapidly  rich.     Since 
by  two  or  three  other  persons  being    they  have  become  unprofitable  we 
a    little    fuller-blooded  in  conse-    are   growing  rapidly  poor,  or   at 
<|uence.  /  Violent  fluctuations    in    least,  our  investing  classes  are.  The 
securities    are  disastrous   from  a    causes  of  this  disagreeable  change 
national  point  of  view,  even  when    are  worthy  surely  of  some  study. 
the    losses    and    gains    both    fall    Several  of  them  lie  on  the  surface, 
within  the  communitv.     They  are    as,  for  instance,   the  credulity  of 
doubly   disastrous  when  we  have    investors,  the  absolute  incompet- 
to  bear  all  the  loss  ourselves,  and    ence  of  many  directors  of  jomt- 
clever  foreigners  get  all  the  profit,    stock   companies,  the  tendency  of 
To  apply  these  principles   to  the    competent  men  to  undertake  too 
present  case,  we  nave  first  to  note    much,  the  merely  nominal  interest 
a  ruinous  reduction  of  income  from    that  many  directors  have   in    the 
speculative  investments, which  may    companies  they  control,  the  dearth 
be  estimated  at  50  millions  ster-    of  reliable  specialists   in    depart- 
ling  per  annum  for  the  past  three    ments,  such  as  mining  and  ranch- 
er four  years,  or  200  millions  in    ing,  where  they  are  indispensable  ; 
all.     Secondly,  there  is  the  conse-    finally,  the  absence  of  legal  safe- 
quent  shrinkage  in  capital  value    guards     against     sharp     practices 
of  the  securities  affected  by  bad    of  all  kinds  behind  the  backs   of 
trade  and  reacting  on  it.     This,  at    shareholders.     A  new  Joint-Stock 
only  25   per  cent  of   the   market    Company   Act  is    badly   wanted, 
values  of  lour  years  ago — say  1500    The  one  we   now  work   under   is 
millions — would    be  375   millions    nearly  twenty   years  old,   and   in 
sterling.     On  principal  and  income    various  respects  it  is  out  of  date, 
together,  there  would  be  a  loss  in    When  joint-stock  companies  were 
the  four  years  of  575  millions  ster-    mere  experiments,  the  Legislature 
ling.     The  harvest   from   our   in-    could  not  be  too  strict  with  them 
vestments  is  as  fickle  as  our  grain    lest  they  should  be  discouraged  ; 
crops,  and  beyond  comparison  more    but  now   that   they   have   spread 
important  in  its  influence  on  trade,    their  hands  over  fully  one-half  of 
The  latter  in  an  average  year  are    the  realised  wealth  and  more  than 
valued  at  above  70  millions  ster-    half  the  trade  of  the  country,  they 
ling,  while  the  national  investments,    require  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  differ- 
if  Uiey  yielded  only  3  per  cent  all    ent  spirit.     It  is  high  time  to  re- 
round,  would  represent  an  income    vert  to  the  good  old  principle  of 
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holding  a  man  who  takes  charge  of  Tlie  share  or  stock  certificates 
other  people's  money  strictly  re-  should  be  issued  in  the  name  of 
sponsible  to  them  as  their  trustee,  the  director,  and  deposited  by  him 
Seeing  that  he  voluntarily  under-  in  a  public  office  for  safe  keepine^ 
takes  the  trust  he  should  be  held  he,  of  course,  drawing  the  divi- 
answerable,  not  for  his  honesty  dends.  Such  qualifying  shares  or 
merely,  but  for  competence  and  stock  should  not  be  saleable  while 
diligence.  If  he  does  not  under-  the  owner  remains  a  director,  but 
stand  his  business,  he  has  no  more  any  additional  stock  or  shares  be 
right  to  become  the  paid  servant  might  hold  he  should  be  free  to 
of  a  company  than  to  engage  him-  deal  with  as  he  pleased.  There 
self  on  false  pretences  to  a  private  are  not  many  men  who  could  go  in 
employer.  Above  all,  he  should  on  these  terms  for  a  score,  or  even 
have  such  a  substantial  interest  in  a  modest  dozen,  of  directorshipa, 
the  concern  that  he  cannot  possibly  as  is  (juite  an  ordinary  practice 
benefit,  as  directors  may  easily  do  now.  Two,  or  at  most  three,  com- 
now,  at  the  expense  of  his  fellow-  panics  would  be  enough  for  the 
shareholders.  Complimentary  fees  most  ubiquitous  of  financiers,  but 
might  have  to  be  converted  into  they  might,  being  better  paid,  yield 
regular  salaries,  as  in  the  case  of  as  good  an  income  as  twice  or 
managing  directors  of  railways,but  three  times  the  number  do  at  pres- 
the  additional  expense  would  be  ent.  The  work,  in  proportion  as 
true  economy.  it  was  better  paid,  and  performed 
A  well-paid  director  could  not  under  a  stricter  sense  of  responsi- 
object  to  being  required  to  hold  bility,  would  be  improved,  and  ren* 
permanently  a  solid  amount  of  dered  far  more  valuable  to  share- 
stock  ;  nor  should  he  be  allowed  to  holders.  There  are  already  a  few 
sell  his  qualifying  shares,  or  deal  classes  of  joint-stock  undertakinffs^ 
in  them  under  any  pretence.  A  banks,  and  home  railways  for  m- 
simple  provision  of  this  kind  in  an  stance,  in  which  management  has 
amending  Joint-Stock  Companies  become  a  science.  They  have 
Act  would  frighten  every  amateur  fixed  rules  and  tests  which  effect- 
manager  and  guinea-pig  director  ually  shut  out  the  amateur ;  but 
out  of  the  field.  It  might  fix  the  our  trading  companies,  our  finance 
director's  holdings  on  a  sliding  companies,  and,  worst  of  all,  our 
scale  according  to  the  amount  of  mining  companies,  are  run  for  the 
capital.  For  the  first  £100,000  most  part  by  persons  who. have 
of  paid-up  capital  it  might  be  2^  their  business  to  learn  at  the  ex- 
per  cent,  and  from  £100,000  to  pense  of  their  employers.  Avery 
£500,000,  1  per  cent  for  each  small  percentage  of  directors  in 
director.  On  a  board  with  a  those  departments  have  either  a 
quarter  million  of  capital  to  ad-  sufficient  stake  in  the  enterprise, 
minister,  the  qualification  would  or  sufficient  brains  to  give  to  it> 
thus  be  £4000  for  each  director, —  and  hence  the  ghastly  work  they 
not  an  oppressive  condition  to  at-  provide  for  the  financial  grave- 
tach  to  a  suitably  paid  office.     Be-  digger. 

yond  £5000   it   would   be   hardly  But  killing  a  company  is  not 

necessary  to  go,  even  in  the  case  the  worst  that  can  be  done  to  it 

of   larger  companies.      The  chief  by   incompetent  or    unscrupulous 

])oint  to  secure  would  be  the  bona  management.     It  may  be  kept  in 

Jfdes  of  these  directorial  holdings,  a  state  of  protracted  suicide  by 
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meaDS  of  reokless  and  profitless  competition  which  has  practically 
competition.  There  is  a  growing  no  responsibility,  and  hardly  any 
outcry  for  fair  trade  as  against  restriction.  It  is  mischievous  to 
the  foreigner,  but  fair  trade  is  the  community  that  while  men 
also  wanted  in  many  important  who  trade  with  their  own  money 
branches  of  industry  at  home,  have  to  act  with  the  fear  of  bank- 
Private  manufacturers  and  mer-  ruptcy  before  their  eyes,  men 
chants  begin  to  look  askance,  and  who  trade  with  other  people's 
with  good  reason,  at  the  joint-  money  have  virtually  carte  blanche 
stock  companies  that  are  crowd-  to  throw  it  away,  and  as  much 
ing  into  their  best  markets.  These  more  as  they  can  persuade  their 
do  not  compete  on  equal  terms,  dupes  to  throw  after  it.  Tens  of 
as  the  private  traders  do  among  thousands  of  pounds  are  being 
themselves.  When  markets  are  yearly  pitched  into  the  Atlantic 
falling,  and  prices  have  to  be  by  joint  -  stock  shipping  com- 
reduced,  the  joint-stock  companies  panies,  which  would  nave  been 
keep  on  cutting  long  after  private  saved,  every  penny  of  it,  had  the 
traders  have  been  brought  to  the  bulk  of  our  commercial  navy 
verge  of  bankruptcy.  They  have  been  still  privately  owned  as  it 
in  every  way  more  latitude.  If  was  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago.  The 
they  earn  no  profit,  the  directors  private  owners  who  survive  fore- 
have  only  to  express  their  sym-  see  that  they  will  have  to  give 
pathy  with  the  poor  shareholders,  in  one  day.  To  compete  with 
and  lay  the  blame  on  the  bad  managers  who  are  paid  all  the 
timea.  If  they  incur  heavy  losses,  same-  whether  they  show  a  profit 
they  can  call  up  more  capital  on  or  a  loss,  is  as  hard  a  task  as  Earl 
pain  of  going  into  liquidation.  In  Granville's  playing  at  diplomacy 
a  shipping  or  a  manufacturing  with  Prince  Bismarck, 
company,  repairs  and  plant  may  be  Joint-stock  industrial  companies 
neglected,  or  the  requisite  allow-  have  greatly  complicated  the  exist- 
ance  for  depreciation  may  be  stint-  ing  depression,  and  disguised  some 
ed,  in  oraer  to  swell  dividends,  of  its  worst  features.  They  create 
Costly  experiments — as,  for  in-  a  certain  amount  of  employment 
stance,  ocean-racing  across  the  At-  for  labour  beyond  real  require- 
lantic — may  be  engaged  in,  which  ments,  and  in  so  doing  they  bolster 
the  enterprising  experimenters  up  wages  ;  but  the  wages  are  not 
would  have  been  more  chary  of  actually  earned.  They  come  out 
had  they  been  staking  only  their  of  the  pockets  of  shareholders, 
own  money.  But  when  "  the  com-  who  have  to  go  without  dividends, 
pany  pays "  is  taken  for  a  motto,  or  to  make  good  great  losses. 
various  games  may  be  played  which  When  the  comfort  and  content- 
are  not  worth  the  candle.  ment  of  the  working  classes  are 
It  is  cruel  to  investors  that  thrown  in  the  teeth  of  those  who 
they  should  be  the  scapegoats  of  complain  of  bad  trade,  it  is  ignored 
so  much  of  the  showy  but  un-  that  to  a  considerable  extent  the 
profitable  enterprise  that  is  forcing  working  classes  are  living  on  un- 
its way  into  the  chief  industries  of  fortunate  investors.  If  the  trade 
the  country.  It  is  cruel  to  these  and  industry  of  the  country  had 
industries,  and  to  the  private  capit-  remained  wholly  in  private  hands, 
alists  engaged  in  them,  that  they  there  would  now  be  thousands  more 
should  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  a  factories  closed  or  running  short 
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time.      The    victimised    investor  them.      But   becaase    w^^    are 

pavs  to  keep  them  going,  and  the  thus    artificially    and   unhealthily 

private  trader  loses  no  less  heavilv  kept  np,  there  is  forsooth  no  reu 

throQgh  having  to  compete  witD  depression  of  trade  I 
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NATIONAL    INSURANCE. 

The  recent  revelations  regarding  the  country,  is  the  cause  of  seri- 

the  insufficiency  of  our  naval  ar-  ous  inconveniences  and    dangers, 

maments  have  naturally  caused  the  The  special  dangers  to   which  it 

puhlic  to  ask,  with    a  degree   of  is   wisned  now  to  direct  attention 

anxiety  proportioned  to  the  present  are  the  unsatisfactory  condition  in 

comphcatea  nature  of  our  foreign  which  the  defences  of  the  empire 

relations,  What,  failing  our  navy,  are  kept,  and  the  incomplete  and 

are  the  means  of   national  defence  in  many  respects  inefficient  state 

that  we  have  to  fall  hack  upon?  in    which  our  military  forces  are 

The  answer,  even  when   it  comes  maintained.        No      Government, 

from  the  mouth  of  a  departmental  whether  Liberal  or  Conservative, 

Minister,  is  not  reassuring  ;   when  would  probably  be  able  to  obtain 

it  is  returned  by  independent  mili-  sufficiently    large    annual    grants 

tary  authority,  it  is  gloomy  in  the  from  the  House  of  Commons,  for 

extreme.    If  our  navy  in  its  present  the  years  that  would  be  necessary, 

condition  cannot  count  for  much,  to  allow  of  the  naval  and  military 

oar  coast  and  inland  defences  must  resources  of  this  countrv  beine  put 

ffo  for  less,  in  fact  for  nothing,  in  on  a  proper  footing.     Even  if  any 

the  presence  of  a  strong  and  deter-  comprehensive  scheme,  to  be  spread 

mined  enemy.     From  time  to  time  over  several  years,  but  dependent 

the  subject  has  been  raised  ;  a  car-  on  annual  votes  for  funds,  were  to 

tain   amount  of   alarm   has   been  be  sanctioned  by  the  Government 

created  ;    the   usual     reassurances  now  in  power,  there  would  be  no 

^ven  ;  some  steps  towards  action  security  that  the  scheme  would  not 

promised,  which  generally  eet  no  be  dropped,  either  by  its  original 

further  than   the   formulation   of  promoters  or  by  their   successors 

plans  on  paper ;  and  then  the  mat-  m  office,  when  either  party  could 

ter  drops,  until,  after  an  interval  make  a  bid  for  votes  oy  effecting 

of  years,  the  public  mind  is  again  retrenchments  in  public    expendi- 

aroosed  to  the  fact  that  the  country  ture.     Since    the    present   Liberal 

is  still  just  as  defenceless  as  it  was  Government  has  been   in  power, 

before.     So  it  has  been,  and  so,  it  important  fortifications  in  progress 

is  to  be   feared,  it   will  be,  until  at  a  foreign    station,    which    had 

some  fatal  experience  has  emphati-  been  deliberately  planned  and  ap- 

cally  taught   us  the  consequences  proved   of,  were  stopped   for  no 

of  our  neglect,  when  the  hour  has  other  reason  than  to  save  money, 

gone  by  for  remedying  it.     It  is  Such  an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs 

well,  however,  to  take   advantage  is  probably  inseparable  from  the 

of   those  rare  moments  when   the  orainary  course  of  party  govem- 

country,  brought  face  to  face  with  ment   in   any  Anglo-Saxon    com- 

the  facts  of  its  position,  finds  its  munity.     The  Americans  are  very 

national  optimism  somewhat  rudely  much  the  same  as  ourselves,  and 

shaken,  and  condescends  to  look  at  neglect  even  more  than  we  do  the 

its  own  situation  from  a  broader  proper  consideration  of    defensive 

platform   than   that   afforded    by  measures.     They,  however,  can  af- 

party  representations.  ford  to  be  careless  in  these  matters 

Party   government,  in   spite  of  without  incurring  any  serious  risks, 

the  many  advantages  it  secures  to  as  they  are  far  distant  from  any 
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strong  military  power,  and  are  not,  It  will  probably  be  within  the 
like  ourselves,  within  a  few  hours'  memory  of  many,  that  imnfediately 
sail  from  countries  which  maintain,  after  the  great  Indian  Mutiny, 
even  in  peace  time,  armies  which,  when  the  massacres  and  disasters 
for  magnitude  and  completeness  which  we  suffered,  and  the  severe 
of  organisation,  have  met  with  no  exertions  and  great  sacrifices  we 
parallel  since  the  time  of  the  Ro-  had  to  make,  were  still  fresh  in 
mans.  It  used  to  be  the  custom  men's  minds,  the  Government  of 
to  believe  that,  in  the  hour  of  that  country  passed  a  resolution  to 
danger,  we  should  compensate  for  the  effect  that  in  each  cantonment 
our  weakness  in  numbers  and  in-  in  India  a  place  of  refuge  should  be 
completeness  of  preparation  by  our  constructed,  in  which,  in  case  of 
superior  courage,  by  extraordmary  emergency,  the  women  and  chil- 
effort  and  energy,  and  by  the  vast-  dren,  the  sick,  the  treasure,  and  all 
ness  of  our  resources.  As  to  our  official  records,  could  at  once  find 
superior  courage,  if  it  exists,  it  shelter,  and  where  a  small  detach- 
would  be  of  but  little  assistance  ment  of  troops  would  be  sufficient 
to  us  in  those  days  of  long-range  for  their  protection,  releasing  thus 
weapons  and  gigantic  armies.  But,  the  main  portion  of  the  garrison 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  show  by  for  active  duties  in  the  field.  We 
our  acts  that  we  do  not  really  be-  must  all  acknowlege  the  wisdom 
lieve  in  our  possession  of  any  extra  of  this  resolution,  and  give  credit 
share  of  this  quality  ;  and  our  for-  to  the  Government  for  its  resolve 
tunes  in  recent  campaigns  have  to  profit  from  bitter  experience, 
dispelled  any  credit  that  our  and  be  better  prepared  for  future 
neighbours  might  have  allowed  emergencies.  It  was  not  intended 
us  on  that  score.  No  country  in  that  extensive  permanent  fortifica- 
the  world  has  been  the  scene  of  tions  should  be  constructed,  the 
more  disgraceful  and  uncalled-for  expense  of  which  would  naturally 
panics  than  have  been  exhibited  in  have  seriously  retarded  their  com* 
England.  No  people,  as  a  nation,  pletion,  but  simple  and  unpretend- 
are  more  alive  to  and  alarmed  at  me  works,  which  would  furnish 
danger,  whether  imaginary  or  real,  neither  more  nor  less  than  was 
than  the  English  ;  and  on  occasion  contemplated  in  the  desi^ationof 
of  panic,  we  at  once  lose  all  idea  "  Place  of  Refuce."  The  exad 
of  self-respect  and  of  national  dig-  date  of  this  resolution,  which  we 
nity.  We  certainly  do  our  best  are  unable  to  quote,  is  immaterial  ; 
when  committed  to  a  war  to  bring  it  was  probably  in  1859  or  1860, 
it  to  a  successful  issue,  and  are  and  certainly  more  than  twenty 
sparing  neither  of  men  nor  money  years  ago.  Since  that  date  nume- 
in  the  endeavours  we  make.  But  rous  committees  have  assembled, 
once  the  war  is  over,  we  soon  for-  and  careful  reports  have  been  pre- 
get  that  it  has  occurred.  We  gene-  pared,  buty  as  a  matter  of  fact^  no- 
rally  sacrifice  any  advantages  that  thing  whatever  has  been  done.  Not 
were  to  be  derived  from  it,  and  are  one  single  place  of  refuge  has  been 
readv  to  believe  that  probably  it  is  feonstructea.  On  the  contrary,  one 
the  last  one  in  which  we  shall  be  strongnative  fort,  distant  about  two 
concerned :  we  profit  but  little  from  miles  from  a  lar^e  cantonment  in 
experience  gained,  and  neelect  to  the  north  of  India,  and  which  was 
take  those  precautions  which  would  the  means  of  savine  many  lives 
insure  our  being  better  prepared  during  the  Mutiny,  iias  been  dis- 
on  future  occasions.  mantled,  and  the  bricks  made  use 
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of   for  the  constructioD    of    civil  be  the  same  story  over  again, — no 

bnildiugs.     It  is  believed  that  this  preparation  in .  time  of  peace,  un- 

work  of  destruction   was    carried  willingness  to  take  precautionary 

out  by  the  local  government,  with-  measures   when  the  danger  is  im- 

out  any  reference  to  the  military  minent,   and    probably    massacres 

authorities  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  and  heavy  losses  when  it  comes, 

other     forts,    which  proved  safe  It  must    be    remembered    that 

places  of  refuge  when  we  were  in  places  of  refuge  are  required  not 

oifliculties,  have  met  with  a  similar  only  as  a  safeguard  against  purely 

fate.  internal    disturbances,     but    they 

It  mast   not  be   supposed   that  would  be  of  the  very  greatest  ad- 

the  distinguished  ofiicers  who  have  vantage  in  the  event  of  a  powerful 

held  the    important    position    of  enemy  threatening  us  on  our  fron- 

Commander-in-Chief  in  India  since  tier.     One    of    the  first   measures 

the  Mutiny  are  responsible  for  the  that   would   be  attempted  by  the 

neglect    with     which     the     most  commander  of  an  army  undertak- 

orainary  military  precautions  are  ing  the  invasion  of  India  would  be 

treated   in    that    country.     It    is  to  stir  up  the  natives  of  the  coun- 

well  known  that  they  have  jnade  try  against  us,  and  to  instigate  at- 

urgent  representations  to  the  Gov-  tacks  on  our  arsenals  and  depots, 

«rnment  on  the  subject,  and  more  and  along  our  lines  of  communica- 

especially  was  this  done  by  Lord  tion.     What  an  assistance  it  would 

Napier  of  Magdala  and  the  present  then  be  to  the  general  commanding 

Commander-in-Chief.  our  army  in  the  field,  if  he  knew 

Before  the  Mutiny,  none  believed  that  all  our  posts  in  the  rear  \%  ere 

in  its  possibility,  nobody  foresaw  secure  from  attack,  all  our  sick  and 

its  occurrence.     Who  can  say  that  families  in  safety,  and  that  by  oo- 

we  shall  not  find  ourselves  in  simi-  cupying  our  places  of  refuse  with 

lar  peril  some  day  again  in  India  ?  comparativelv  small   detachments, 

Ana  if  that  time  ever  comes,  we  the  great  bulk  of  our  troops  were 

shall  be  but  little  better  prepared  available  for  active  operations. 

to  meet  the  crisis  than  we  were  on  In  what  a  different  manner  the 

the  last  occasion.     Some  may  say,  French  manage  their  affairs  in  Al- 

Oh,  but  if  the  danger  comes,  we  geria  !  In  that  country  every  mili- 

are  sure  to  have  sufficient  warning,  tary  station  is  fortified,  and  is  quite 

and  it  will  be  time   enough  then  impregnable   to   any   attacks    the 

to  take  measures  of  safety.     But  Arabs  might  undertake  against  it. 

when  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  begins  Towards  the  close  of  the  Franco- 

to  prevail,  and  the  military  antho-  German   war,     when    the   French 

rities  urge  the  necessity  of  prepara-  troops  had  been  to  a  large  extent 

tions,    they    will    meet  with    the  withdrawn  from  Algeria  to  assist 

same  objections  on  the  part  of  the  in  the  defence  of  the  mother  coun- 

civil  authorities  as  they  have  en-  try,  the  Arabs,  thinking  th«  oppor- 

countered  on  many  previous  occa-  tunity  too  good  to  be  lost,  rose  in 

sions.     They   will  be  told  that  to  many  parts  of  the  colony,  and  made 

take  any  steps,  during  a  time  when  very  determined  assaults  on  several 

our  relations  with  certain  portions  of  the  French  cantonments.     But, 

of    the     native     populations     are  thanks  to  their  fortifications,  the 

strained,  would  certainly  increase  reduced  French  garrisons  were  in 

any  feeling  of  uneasiness  existing,  every  case  able  to  make  a  success- 

and  would  show  at  once  that  we  ful  defence  ;  and  beyond  the  burn- 

DO  longer  trusted  them.     It  will  ing  of  some  scattered  homesteads. 


288  National  Insurance.  [Feb. 

the  iu habitants  of  which  were  able  tinent  are  always  study ine  and 
in  many  cases  to  take  refuge  in  the  improving  their  system  of  mobilisa- 
fortified  military  stations,  theArabs  tion,  is  to  insure  the  p6wer  of 
were  unable  to  mflict  any  injury  on  striking  their  enemy  with  as  little 
their  rulers.  The  system  of  inert  delay  as  possible.  We  read  of 
optimism,  of  which  we  have  selec-  schemes  elaborated  by  the  Ger- 
ted  instances  from  our  Indian  mans  for  despatching,  within  some 
administration,  prevails  in  every  hours  of  the  declaration  of  war^ 
other  dependency  where  the  influ-  such  a  force  of  cavalry  into  the 
ence  of  our  Government  and  its  enemy's  territory  as  would  prevent 
military  departments  penetrates,  the  mobilisation  of  their  forces  in 
and  produces  equally  dangerous  re-  those  portions  of  the  country  near 
suits.  We  cannot  expect  a  Gov-  the  frontier.  Russia  is  said  to 
ernment  to  be  prudent  abroad  that  have  strong  independent  divisions 
is  improvident  at  home  ;  and  until  of  dragoons  echeloned  along  her 
it  has  realised  the  necessity  for  western  border,  ready  to  belaunched 
preparing  for  future  emergencies  into  German  or  Austrian  territory 
m  Great  Britain,  there  is  not  at  a  few  hours'  notice,  in  the  event 
much  chance  of  adequate  consider-  of  war  with  either  of  those  coun- 
ation  being  extended  to  the  circum-  tries  taking  place.  It  is  evident 
stances  of  its  external  possessions,  that  similar  cavalry  operations  can- 
Before  entering  on  a  discussion  not  be  undertaken  against  us,  and 
of  the  best  manner  in  which  our  that  we  cannot  prepare  for  any 
national  insurance  can  be  effected,  rapid  movement  of  this  precise  de- 
it  is  necessary  to  show  clearly  scnption  against  any  Continental 
that  the  measures  at  present  taken  power.  But  we  must  remember 
for  that  purpose  are  insufficient,  that,  in  preparing  for  an  attack 
It  is  desirable,  in  the  first  place,  to  on  £ngland,  the  first  business  of 
clearly  and  thoroughly  comprehend  the  enemy  must  be  to  mobilise  his 
that  if  this  country  is  ever  engaged  fleet.  This  mobilisation  it  should 
in  war  with  a  strong  naval  and  be  our  endeavour  to  prevent ;  and 
military  power,  no  time  will  be  for  this  purpose  we  should  have 
available  for  preparation.  It  will  plans  of  operation  ready  and  a 
be  a  word  and  a  blow.  When,  in  fleet  to  carry  them  out,  and  pre- 
1858,  the  question  of  war  between  pared  to  strike  within  a  few  houre 
France  and  England  was  in  the  of  receiving  its  orders  to  do  so. 
balance,  in  consequence  of  the  ex-  We  ought  to  have  a  fleet  available 
citement  caused  in  both  countries  for  this  purpose,  which  should  be 
by  the  Orsini  conspiracy  and  the  maintained  solely  for  this  specia! 
intolerably  offensive  addresses  pre-  duty,  and  which  should  never  be 
sented  by  certain  colonels  to  the  beyond  a  few  days'  steaming  from 
Emperor,  the  plan  of  action,  which  our  coasts.  A  vigorous  blow  struck 
the  French  Government  is  believed  at  once  at  the  enemy's  principal 
to  have  contemplated,  was  to  de-  naval  ports  would  not  only  incapa- 
si)2iich,  at  the  same  moment  war  toas  citate  him  from  undertaking  the 
decided  on^  strong  squadrons  from  invasion  of  England,  but  it  should 
Brest  and  Cherbourg  to  bombard  also  so  establish  our  naval  prestige 
Portsmouth.  In  that  case  no  time  as,  with  the  assistance  of  our  fleets 
would  have  been  available  to  com-  in  distant  waters,  to  insure  very 
plete  our  preparations.  One  of  little  disturbance  being  caused  to 
the  chief  objects  with  which  the  our  maritime  commerce  in  any  part 
large  military  powers  of  the  Con-  of  the  world. 
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Our  fleet  is,  and  must  remain^  position)  as  are  necessary  to  enable 

the  first  defence  of  England  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  remaining  troops, 

it   is  by  maintaining  it  in  such  regular  and   auxiliary,  which  can 

superior  strength  and  readiness  as  be  called  out  in  the  United  King- 

will  enable  it  to  strike  at  once  and  dom,  to  take  the  field  or  be  em- 

effectively,  that  the  safety  of  the  ployed  in  garrison  duty, 

country  can  be  best  secured.  Vll.  The     construction    of    an 

We  cannot,  however,  trust  our  arsenal  and  a  camp  of  instruction 

national  existence  and  prosperity  in  the  north  of  England, 
to  one  line  of  defence  only.  Behind 

the   navy   we   must  have  regular  Any  estimate  of  the  various  mea- 

troops  ready  to  take  the  field —  sures  mentioned  must  necessarily  be 

either  abroad  or  at  home — at  very  more   or  less  vague  ;  but  approxi- 

short  notice,    and    our    auxiliary  mate    estimates   are    requisite    in 

forces  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  order  to  allow   of  considerations 

available,  after  a  few  days'  prepara-  being  given  to  the  manner  in  which 

tion,  for  active  operations  in  the  the  funds  can  be  best  provided. 
United  Kingdom.     Our  naval  and 

mercantile  ports,  both  at  home  and  I.  For  some  few  years  past  there 
in  the  colonies,  should  no  longer  has  been  a  general  feeling  through- 
remain  a  tempting  prey  to  an  ene-  out  the  country  that,  with  reference 
my's  cruisers,  but  should  be  pro-  to  the  growth  of  foreign  navies,  the 
tected  by  strongly  armed  forts.  English  fleet  is  not  maintained  at 

The  various  measures  which  are  the   preponderating  and   superior 

necessary  to  put  the  United  King-  strength   which   is    necessary   for 

dom  and  her  possessions  in  a  moder-  the   security  of  the   empire.      So 

ately  safe  and  secure  position  will  that,  besides  being  made  powerful 

now  be  enumerated  in  the  order  of  enough     to    undertake   the   extra 

their  importance,  and  will  be  sub-  duty — which,   as   already  pointed 

sequently  discussed  in  detail.  They  out,  our  fleet   should  be  prepared 

are —  for — ^it  ought  also  to  be  increased 

I.  The  strengthening  of  the  to  such  strength  as  will  enable  it 
navy.  to  more  than  hold  its  own  in  the 

II.  The  strengthening  and  efii-  defence  of  our  shores  and  the  pro- 
cient  arming  of  the  works  defend-  tection  of  our  commerce  in  all 
ing  our  naval  arsenals  and  ports,  parts  of  the  world. 

and  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition.  The    recent     disclosures    which 

in.  The  protection  of  the  mer-  have  been  wrung  from  the  Admir- 

cantile  ports  of  the  United  King,  alty  regarding  the  deterioration  of 

dom.  the  Fleet  during  recent  years,  and 

IV.  The  protection  of  the  prin-  its  insufficiency  to  deal  with  any 
cipal  ports  and  coaling  depots  of  serious  emergency,  have  marked  out 
our  colonial  possessions.  the  strengthening  of  the  Navy  as 

V.  The  provision  of  complete  the  primary  and  most  pressing  step 
equipment  and  stores  of  every  de«  to  be  taken  towards  national  msur- 
scription,  with  proper  storehouse  ance.  It  cannot  be  said  that  the 
accommodation  for  two  army  corps  measures  which  the  Admiralty  has 
on  a  war  footing,  and  clothing  and  undertaken,  or  the  expenses  which 
equipment  for  the  whole  of  the  it  contemplates  incurring,  give 
reserve.  much  assurance  of  the  restoration 

VI.  The  provision  of  such  equip-  of- England  to  the  first  place  among 
ment  and  stores  (including  guns  of  naval  powers  ;  and  it  will  be  weU 
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that  the  public  should  realise  that  have  done  everything  that  is  neces- 

its  safety  is  concerned  in  pressing  sary   regarding    them.      For    the 

for  still   further    activity   in   our  works  to  be  of  use,  it  is  absolutely 

dockyards  and  arsenals.    What  the  necessary  that  they   should  keep 

Government  has  recently  done  has  pace  with  the  improvement  in  the 

been  merely  to  provide  the  means  means  of  attack.  In  these  days  of 

of  allaying  immediate   and   well-  constant  change   and  progress  in 

founded  panic  ;  what  the   circum-  the  means  of  attack   and  defence, 

stances  ot  the  country  require  is  a  there  is  no  standing  still  in  fortifi- 

naval  establishment  that  will  ren-  cation   any   more   than    in    other 

der  us  independent  of  the  outcome  matters.     To   meet  the  increased 

of  European  complications,  as  well  range  of  artillery,  new  works  more 

as  serve  to  protect  our  possessions  in  advance   must  be  constructed  ; 

scattered  over  the  globe,  whenever  heavier  guns,  to  correspond  with 

these  may  be  in  difficulty.     A  sum  the  more  powerful  armaments  of 

of  between   4   and  5  millions  (in  foreign  fleets,  must  be   mounted ; 

addition  to  the  annual  grants  made  larger   magazines  must   be  built, 

by   Parliament  J   would   likely   be  bomb-proof  cover  increased,  and 

necessary  to  bnng  our  fleet  up  to  various  other  matters  attended  to. 

the  required  strength  ;    and  there  The   land  defences   of  Chatham, 

are  probably  few  Englishmen  who  which,  besides  affording  protection 

would    grudge     the    expenditure  to  the  dockyard,  are  of  very  great 

of   this   sum  —  especially    if    the  strategical  importance  as  regards 

money  could  be  provided  without  the  defence  of  tbe  soutlf  of  Eng- 

causing  any  immediate  increase  of  land  against  invasion,  should  also 

taxation.  be  pushed  rapidly  to   completion. 

The  proper  arming  of  all  our  forts^ 
IT.  As  regards  the  strengthening  and  the  provision  of  a  proper  sup- 
and  efficient  arming  of  the  works  ply  of  ammunition,  is  also'  a  ques- 
defending  our  naval  arsenals,  the  tion  for  very  serious  consideration. 
British  public  are  probably  not  The  large  guns  used  in  the  present 
aware  that  the  fortifications  de-  day,  and  the  powder  and  projectiles 
cided  on  in  1860  for  this  purpose,  they  require,  cannot  be  manufac- 
at  a  cost  of  7^  millions,  are  not  yet  tured  at  short  notice,  nor  can  sup- 
in  a  completely  efficient  condition,  plies  of  them  be  obtained  when 
A  part  of  the  armament  has  still  to  required  from  private  manuf ac- 
he supplied  and  mounted  ;  and  it  turers.  With  its  average  estab- 
is  believed  that  for  all  the  guns  lishment  and  rate  of  work,  the 
now  in  position  the  necessary  arsenal  at  Woolwich  cannot  turn 
ammunition  has  not  yet  been  pro-  out,  within  the  twelvemonth,  more 
vided.  It  must  be  remembered  than  about  six  guns  of  the  most 
that  during  the  quarter  of  a  ceo-  powerful  type  now  made.  It  can 
tury  (^nearly)  which  has  elapsed  hardly  require  any  argument  to 
since  tnese  works  were  designed,  show  that,  if  the  safety  of  England 
very  great  improvements  have  is  dependent  on  the  efficiency  of 
taken  place  in  the  construction  her  fleet,  it  is  imperative  that  the 
and  armament  of  ironclads.  It  is  country  should  provide  thoroughly 
a  great  mistake  to  imagine  that  strong  and  secure  shelter,  where 
when  once  our  fortifications  are  our  men-of-war  can  be  built  and 
constructed,  armed,  and  paid  for,  fitted  out,  lie  in  reserve,  and  return 
there  is  an  end  of  the  matter,  and  to  during  war,  to  be  refitted  and 
that  we  may  rest  satisfied  that  we  replenished  with   ammuniiion  and 
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stores.     For  the  completion   and  pedoes  we  might  pat  down,  unless 

improvement  of  our  maritime  and  we  had  guns  to  prevent  his  boats 

marine  defences  (including  the  land  approaching    the    sites    occupied, 

defences  of  Chatnam),  for  their  ar-  Moreover,  the  proper  placing  of  tor- 

mament,  and  a  proper  reserve  of  pedoes,  even  if  they  would  be  of  use 

ammunition,  probably  from  2^  to  by  themselves,  is  a  matter  which  re- 

3  millions  sterling  will  be  required,  quires  considerable  care  and  know- 
ledge, and  at  the  present  moment 

III.  The  next  point  for  consider-  we  have  neither  the  torpedoes,  the 

ation  is  the  protection  of  our  prin-  stores  necessary  to  explode  them, 

cipal  mercantile  ports,  which,  with  nor  sufficient  officers  and  men  who 

their  fleets  of  large  merchantmen  understand  their  use,  to  allow  of 

and  warehouses  full  of  products  their  being  laid  down  in  any  large 

from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  now  lie  numbers. 
at  the  mercy  of  any  enterprising 

enemy   possessing  a  few  heavily        lY.   It    is    quite    possible   that 

armed  moderate-sized  men  of  war.  this  country  might  be  at  war  with 

The  Humber,  the  Tyne,  Sunder-  some  foreign  power,  whose  object 
land,  Hartlepool,  the  Firth  of  would  not  oe  to  invade  us,  but  to 
Forth,  Aberdeen,  the  Clyde,  and  do  all  the  injury  possible  to  our 
Liverpool,  all  require  efficient  forts,  commerce,  and  this  could  most 
covering  torpeao  defences.  Tin-  easily  be  eflPected  by  the  bombird- 
less  these  ports  are  properly  pro-  ment  of  our  trading  ports,  and  by 
tected,  the  commercial  damage  the  destruction  of  the  fleets  lying 
which  might  be  done,  not  only  to  in  them.  Take,  for  instance,  the 
this  country,  but  to  friendly  powers  United  States.  Although  we  all 
trading  with  us,  in  the  course  of  know  that  with  that  country  war 
a  few  days  of  war  time,  would  be  is  mo9t  improbable^  still  we  must 
incalculable.  It  would  be  no  use  not  overlook  its  possibility.  At 
when  war  appeared  imminent  to  the  present  moment  the  American 
begin  the  construction  of  new  de-  fleet  could  not  do  us  much  harm, 
fences.  The  time  available  would  but  it  requires  no  great  stretch  of 
scarcely  be  sufficient  to  prepare  the  imagination  to  suppose,  that  after 
plans  of  what  appeared  advisable  an  exhausting  war  with  some 
to  undertake.  All  available  guns  European  power,  during  which  the 
and  ammunition — which  would  United  States  had  been  gradually 
amount  to  a  very  small  supply —  arming,  we  might  find  ourselves, 
would  probably  be  required  for  the  through  Canadian  or  Fenian  eora- 
protection  of  our  naval  dockyards,  plications,  involved  in  a  war  with 
and  even  if  a  few  were  obtainable,  that  country.  Russia  also,  as  re- 
their  transport,  mounting,  and  plat-  gards  any  part  of  the  world  ex- 
form  accommodation  are  not  affairs  cept  Asia,  could  only  hope  to 
which  can  be  carried  out  hurriedly  seriously  injure  us  through  our 
at  a  few  days'  notice.  Many  people  commerce.  With  a  few  powerful 
imaeine  that  our  ports  can  be  cruisers,  whether  bond  fide  be- 
quickly  and  effectively  defended  longing  to  her  own  fleet,  or  equip- 
by  laying  down  torpedoes.  But  ped  and  manned  in  some  foreign 
any  one  who  has  given  any  thought  country,  or  on  the  high  seas,  she 
to  the  subject  is  aware  that  tor-  would  be  able  to  inflict  serious 
pedoes  without  guns  to  cover  them  damage  on  our  mercantile  ports  in 
are  useless.  An  enemy's  boat  their  present  defenceless  state,  with 
could  easily  remove   all   the   tor-  very  little  risk  to  her  own  ships. 
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The  sum  of    3  millions   sterling  pliances,    and     floating    defences 

would  probably  be  required  for  the  which  would  be  required  to  make 

construction  and  armament  of  the  our  foreign  and  colonial  possessions 

forts,  and  for  the  torpedo  defences  secure,  will  probably  amount  to  be- 

necessary  for  the  protection  of  our  tween  4  and  5  millions  sterling,  of 

mercantile  ports.  which  the  colonies  would  probably 

From  questions  which  were  pay  a  share.  The  cost  to  fall  od 
asked  in  the  House  of  Lords  dur-  the  mother  country  would  not  per- 
ing  a  recent  session  of  Parliament,  haps  exceed  3  millions, 
it  appears  that  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion, presided  over  by  Lord  Car-  V.  The  next  question  for  consid- 
narvon,  has  reported  on  the  steps  eration  is  the  provision  of  equip- 
necessary  to  put  our  possessions  ment  and  stores  of  every  description, 
abroad  into  a  proper  state  of  de-  to  enable  two  army  corps  on  a  war 
fence,  and  we  may  feel  certain  footing  to  take  the  field,  and  cloth- 
that,  with  a  chairman  of  such  well-  ing  and  equipment  for  the  whole 
known  ability,  the  recommenda-  of  the  reserve.  Lord  Wolselev,  in 
tions  put  forward  are  such  as  will  his  evidence  before  the  Select  Com- 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  mittee  on  the  Channel  Tunnel,  is 
case.  The  question,  however,  reported  in  the  *  Times*  to  have 
which  it  is  desirable  to  have  an-  said,  with  reference  to  our  sending 
swered  is,  whether  the  Government  a  force  abroad  :  "  The  most  men 
intend  to  act  upon  the  recommen-  that  we  could  possibly  put  into  the 
dations  submitted  to  them.  Pro-  field  after  some  months  would  be 
bably  the  report  of  the  Royal  about  70,000."  The  strength  be 
Commission  is  now  being  referred  mentions  is  about  that  of  two 
from  one  department  to  another  army  corps.  But  it  must  be  re- 
fer consideration  :  each  depart-  membered  that,  although  we  migbt 
ment  consulted  will  have  a  nibble  with  two  corps  strike  an  effec- 
at  it,  and  individuals  whose  know-  tive  blow  if  we  act  at  once,  to 
ledge  is  confined  to  parts  of  it  only,  do  the  same  work  '^  after  some 
will  suggest  alterations  here  and  months,  would  probably  require 
amendments  there,  which  in  all  four  or  five  corps.  It  is  not  the 
probability  will  not  only  very  men  that  would  fail  us,  for  those 
much  detract  from  the  value  of  the  with'the  colours  and  in  the  reserve 
original  recommendations,  which  would  be  more  than  ample  for  two 
have  been  considered  and  made  army  corps.  It  is  the  clothing, 
<as  a  whole,  and  from  a  wide  com-  equipment,  and  stores  of  every 
prehensive  point  of  view,  but  will  description  which  would  be  den- 
also  very  seriously  delay  any  active  cient.  If  all  the  men  in  the  re- 
steps  being  taken  in  the  matter,  serve  were  now  to  be  called  oat. 
It  may,  however,  be  concluded  it  is  believed  that  at  least  three 
that  the  Government  is  fully  alive  months  would  elapse  before  they 
to  the  necessity  of  taking  effectual  could  be  all  properly  clothed  and 
measures  for  the  protection  of  our  equipped.  The  stores  we  now  hold 
commerce  abroad,  and  of  our  col-  of  tunics,  helmets,  greatcoats,  boots, 
onial  possessions,  and  we  must  only  belts,  etc.,  would  be  quite  insaffi- 
trust  that  imperial  necessities  may  cient  to  supply  what  is  required  at 
not  in  this  case  be  sacrificed  to  the  any  particular  moment.  At  cer- 
requirements  of  party  government,  tain  times  before  the  issue  of  the 

The   cost  of    the   fortifications,  annual  supplies  of  clothing,  which 

their  armament,  the  torpedo  ap-  are  calculated  to  meet  the  require^ 
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meDta  of  the  troops  with  the  men  and  eflicient  overseers  are 
colours  only,  we  might,  liy  keeping  necessary.  These  cannot  all  he 
the  old  clothes  longer  in  wear,  be  supplied  at  a  few  days'  notice.  It 
in  a  better  position  to  tit  ont  our  is  very  doubtful  if  we  have  now  in 
reserve  men  than  at  other  times  ;  store  sufficient  waggons,  carta,  and 
but  we  shall  never  be  in  the  posi-  bamess  to  equip  one  army  corps 
tion  we  ought  to  be  in,  until  the  on  a  war  footing, 
necessity  is  recognised  of  holding  Another  point  of  very  great  ira- 
ft  reserve  of  clothing  ami  equip-  portance,  as  regards  the  clothing, 
ment,  specially  intenacd  for,  and  equipment,  and  waggons,  Ac,  re- 
eufficient  for,  the  whole  of  the  re-  quired,  is  that  their  storage  should 
seire  men.  This,  of  course,  means  be  decentralised.  Imagine  the 
extra  expense  ;  but  this  need  be  in-  press  of  work  and  confusion  that 
cnrred  once  only,  and  lliia  rcBerve  would  arise  in  the  large  arsenal  at 
of  clothing  and  equipment  could  be  Woolwichif  all  our  forces  were  sud- 
kept  in  good  condition  and  of  the  denl^  called  out,  simply  in  the  re- 
latest  pattern  by  giving  it  out  ceiving  and  storing  of  the  immense 
when  the  annual  issuer  ;ire  made,  amount  of  war  material  which,  in 
and  replacing  it  by  new  articles  at  the  course  of  the  first  month  or  two, 
the  sametime.  would  be  daily  delivered   there  by 

Hany  people  have  an   idea  that  contractors.     Add    to   this,  at  the 

everythingcanbedonewiih  money,  same  time,  the  examination,  manu- 

So  it  can  be,  if  plenty  of  lime  be  faoture,  testing,  packing,  and  de- 

available,  but  not  otherwise.    Take  snatch  of  innumerable  articles  of 

the  question  of  the  supply  oT  sol-  all    deecriptious    to    all    parts   of 

diers    belts,  for    instance,  and  let  £ngiand,  and  we   may  almost  say 

any  one  who  imagines    that  it    is  to  all  ]>art.s  of  the  world,  and  we 

only  necessary  to  pay  a  li-ng  price  shall  then  see  no    great  cause    to 

inorderto  obtain  what  iM  required,  wonder    if     delays    and     mistakes 

inqnire   what    amount    of    leather  would  he  niimerniis  and  fatal.    All 

suitable  for  the  ptirpowe   Ik   likely  regimental     clothing,     (-qtiipment, 

to  be  available  in  the  market  on  and  transport  should,  as  far  aspos- 

an   emergency.     Leather    being   a  sible,  be  stored  locally,  so  that  on 

perishable    article,    merchants    do  the  outbreak   of  war    there   may 

not  venture  to  keep  a  larger  stock  be  no  delay  in  obtaining  what  is 

on  hand  than    is    required  to  meet  required,   and     the     great     strain 

ordinary  demand ;  and  consequent-  which  must  otherwise  be  put  on 

ly,  when  the  Government  wish  to  Woolwich  may  be  removed.     We 

have    a   large    onler  executed   at  have  now,  at  the  headquarters  of 

once,  it  is  found  that  it  cannot  be  regimental  districts  and  of    artil- 

done.  lery  brigades,  depots  where  every.  . 

The  same  difficulty  would  be  thing  required  by  our  troops  to 
found  with  regard  to  the  extra  put  them  on  a  war  footing  may 
harness  and  saddlery  required  for  conveniently  be  stored  ;  and  as  re- 
theartillery  and  the  cavalry.  Then,  gards  the  cavalry,  it  would  not  be 
again,  all  the  waggons,  carts,  and  difficult  to  select  a  few  military 
harness,  to  complete  our  regimental  stations  in  different  parts  of  the 
trarisport  and  departmental  trans-  country  which  would  prove  equal- 
port,  have  to  he  provided.  For  ly  convenient  for  that  arm. 
these  purposes  large  supplies  of  This  is  the  plan  which  is  adopt- 
se.isoned  wood  of  different  descrip-  ed  by  the  large  military  powers  of 
tions   are    required,  skilled  work-  the   Continent,  which,   as   a  rule 
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keep  at  the  territorial  depot  of  reserve,  and  a  reduced  amount  of 

each  regiment  the  whole  of  the  transport  for  home  servioe  would 

olothing  and  equipment  of  its  re-  have  to  be  provided.     Lord  Wol- 

serve    men,  and    the    regimental  seley  is  reported  to  have  said  of 

transport  allowed  on  a  war  fooc-  our  auxiliary  forces  that "  they  are 

ing.  men  with  muskets  ;  I  will  not  call 

Proper  store  buildings  and  sheds  them  soldiers/'     The  question  to 

would  have  to  be  constructed,  but  be  considered  is,  what  is  necessary 

the  cost  of  these  need  not  be  very  to  make  them  soldiers  ?    Supposing 

great.      For    these,   and   for  the  England  to  be  tliVeatened  with  in- 

olothing,  equipment,  waggons,  bar-  vasion,  it  is  probable  that  we  should 

ness,  &c.,   to  be  placed  in  them,  have  about  six  weeks'  time  in  which 

from  1^  to  2  million  pounds  would  to  make  our  preparations.     With 

probably  be  ample.  hard  work  in  that  period,  a  great 

It  is  a  curious  thing   that  the  deal  might  be  done  towards  fitting 

oountry  should  go  to  the  expense  our  militia  and  volunteers  for  the 

of  training  and  maintaining  a  large  duties  of  active  service  ;  but  their 

reserve,  but  should  not  provide  the  field  equipment  and  transport  could 

means  necessary  to  make  it  of  use.  not  be  supplied    to    them  in  six 

The  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  months,   and    probably  not    in  a 

necessity   for  doing  so  is  only  be-  year  ;  and     without    these,  they 

ooming  apparent  as  the  reserve  is  would   not  be  in   a  condition   to 

gradually  growing  in  strength.  But  take  the  field.     What  is   required 

if*  this  necessity  is  recognised  and  as  regards  the  men  of  the  auxiliary 

accepted,   we   shall  then   be  in  a  forces  is,  that  they  should  have 

more  efficient  military  position  than  greatcoats,   the  valise  equipment, 

this  country  has  ever  been  in,  in  including  of  course  pouch,  boxes 

recent  times.     We  shall  be  able  to  for  ammunition,  water-bottles,  and 

put  70,000  men  into  the  field  at  a  canteens.     To  equip  all  our  troops 

few  days'  notice,  so  equipped  as  to  properly  with  these  articles,  both 

be  ready  to  undertake  active  opera-  time  and  money  will  be  necessary, 

tions  at  once.  This  force  would  be  It   may   also  be  added  that    the 

available  for  service  abroad,  or  as  sooner  the  whole  of  our  infantry 

a  nucleus   round   which   we  could  are   armed  with  the  same  and  the 

organise  all  our  available  forces  in  best  pattern    rifle    available,   the 

oase  of  invasion.  better  it  will  be  for  their  efficiency 

in  the  field.     The  amount  of  trans- 

VL  We  now  come  to  point  VI.,  port  that  would    be  necessary  to 

which  has  been  noted  for  consider-  enable  our  troops  to  undertake  ac- 

ation,  and  which  is  the  provision  tive  operations  in   England   need 

of  such  equipment  and  stores  (in-  not  be  large.     All  corps  would  re- 

cluding  guns  of    position)  as  are  quire  waggons  to  carry  one  day's 

necessary  to  enable  the  whole  of  rations  (in   addition  to  what  the 

the  remaining  troops,  regular  and  men   carried   on   the  person),  and 

auxiliary,  which  can  be  called  out  these  waggons   would  be  used  to 

in  the  United   Kingdom,  to   take  fetch  provisions  from  the  nearest 

the  field  or  be  employed,  in  gar-  depot,  which  probably  would  be  at 

rison  duty.   For  the  regular  troops  a  railway  station  at  an  average  of 

all   necessary  clothing  and  equip,  ten  miles'  distance  from  the  corps, 

ment  should  be   available   in  the  Carts  would  be  required  for  ammu- 

flupply  of  these  articles  to  be  main-  nition,  and  a  small  proportion  of 

tamed  for  the  special  use  of  the  tools  should  also  be  earned.      The 
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details  of  transport  to  be  furnished  to  remedy  our  deficiencies  in  this 

to  corps  could  easily  be  settled  by  respect. 

a  committee,  and  the  manner  in  The  provision  of  personal  equip- 

which  they  should  be  stored  when  ment,  transport,  and  guns  of  posi- 

given  over  to  the  charge  of  corps,  tion,  would  probably  cost  about  l^ 

as  they  should  be,  could  also  be  million  pounds, 
considered.      There   is    one    very 

important  point  as  regards  the  VII.  The  construction  of  an  ar- 
equipment  of  our  auxiliary  forces  senal  and  a  camp  of  instruction  in 
wnich  requires  very  early  at'ten-  the  north  of  England  have  for  some 
tion,  and  that  is,  that  a  certain  pro-  years  been  recognised  as  the  most 
portion  of  our  militia  and  volun-  pressing  military  necessities  of  the 
teer  artillery  regiments  should  be  United  Kingdom.  The  rashness  of 
famished  with  guns  of  position,  trusting  all  our  eggs  in  one  basket 
Thesegunswould  require  very  little  at  Woolwich,  as  is  at  present  done, 
mancBuvring,  and,  m  most  cases,  is  only  too  evident.  W  oolwich  cap- 
all  that  would  be  necessary  would  tared  by  an  invading  force,  there 
be  to  move  them  into  position  on  would  be  but  little  use  in  endeavour- 
the  field  of  battle.  Unless  guns  ing  to  continue  the  contest  in  other 
are  provided  as  suggested,  we  parts  of  the  country.  Moreover,  as 
should  take  the  field  with  a  ter-  has  been  already  pointed  out,  the 
rible  deficiency  of  artillery.  It  strain  on  our  one  arsenal  in  time 
ought,  with  proper  management,  to  of  emergency  would  be  so  great  as 
be  in  our  power  to  overwhelm  any  probably  to  lead  to  hopeless  conf u- 
invading  force  with  the  superior  sion  and  an  utter  breakdown.  It 
weight  and  number  of  our  guns,  must  be  remembered  that  Wool- 
for  it  is  evident  that  an  invader  wich  is  at  present  the  only  manu- 
coald  not  bring  with  him  either  f acturing  arsenal  for  both  the  army 
many  or  heavy  guns,  owing  to  and  the  navy.  An  arsenal  in  the 
the  difficulties  of  sea  transport,  north  would  be  well  placed  as  re- 
both  as  regards  material  and  gards  security,  in  case  of  any  attack 
horses.  being  made  on  London,  and  would 

In  his  evidence  before  the  Select  be  well  situated  as  regards  labour. 

Committee  of  the  House  of  Com-  material,  and  fuel.     A  camp  of  in- 

mons  on  the  Channel  Tunnel,  Lord  struction  for  the  assembly  of  regu- 

Wolseley  is  reported  in  the  *  Times'  Jar  troops  and  auxiliary  forces  from 

to  have  stated,  that  \i  the  whole  of  the  northern  counties,  and  where  a 

the  500,000  men  which  could  be  put  field  army  could  be  collected  after 

under  arms  in  this  country  were  mobilisation,  would  be  a  very  great 

harried  out,  they  would  be  wholly  convenience  from  every  point  of 

unsupported  by  the  necessary  field  view.  Government  already  possess 

artillery,  the  number  of  guns  prac-  considerable  rights  over  the  tract 

tically  which  are  horsed  in  England  of  country   near  York   known  as 

being  about  210  or  220  ;  and  1600  Strensall   Common,  and  it  would 

guns  would  be  necessary  for  a  force  be  a  great  advantage  if  all  rights 

of  500,000  men.  to  the   occupation   of  the  ground 

This  is  a  fact  about  which  there  were  acquired,  and  a  camp  estab- 

can  be  no  dispute,  and  which  must  lished  there  without  delay. 

be  perfectly   well   known  at  the  The  formation  of  the  arsenal  and 

War  Office;    but  so  far   as    the  the  camp  of  instruction  would  prob- 

outside     public    are    aware,     no  ably  swallow  up  2  million  poands 

steps  whatever    are  being  taken  sterling. 
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It  is  necessary  now  to  recapitu-    reference  has  been  made,  and  to 
late  the  various  measures  to  which    total  their  cost. 

I.  Strengthening  of  the  navy,  .....  £4,500,000 

II.  Strengthening  and  efficient  arming  of  the  works  defendinjB^ 
our  naval  arsenals  and  ports,  ana  a  due  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion, .......  .  8,000,000 

in.  The  protection  of  the  mercantile  ports  of  the  United  £[ingdom,  8,000,000 
IV.  The  protection  of  the  principal  ports  and  coaling  depots  of  oar 

colonial  possessions,  .....  8,000,000 

V.  The  provision  of  complete  equipment  and  stores  of  %very  de- 
scription, with  proper  storehouse  accommodation  for  two 
army  corps  on  a  war  footing,  and  clothing  and  equipment 
for  the  whole  of  the  reserve,  ....  2,000,000 

YI.  The  provision  of  such  equipment  and  stores  as  are  necessary 

to  enable  the  whole  of  the  remaining  troops,  regulars  and 

auxiliary,  which  can  be  called  out  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

to  take  the  field,  or  be  employed  in  garrison  duty,  .  1,500,000 

VII.  The  construction  of  an  arsenal  and  camp  of  instruction  in  the 

north  of  England,  .....  .  2,000,000 

19,000,000 


Say  £20,000,000 

This  amount  could  not  be  spent  purchase  of  the  works  and  busi- 
at  once.  With  the  utmost  endea-  ness  of  the  London  waterworks 
vours,  it  is  doubtful  if  all  the  work  companies.  What  is  20  millions 
for  which  the  money  would  be  re-  compared  to  the  cost  that  would 
quired  could  be  completed  in  less  be  entailed  on  this  country  if  it 
than  five  years.  For  this  time,  we  became  engaged  in  war  with  any 
should  therefore  have  an  extra  an-  European  power  ?  The  expendi- 
nual  charge  of  4  millions  to  meet,  ture  of  the  20  millions  required 
This  amount  could  surely  be  raised,  would  have  the  twofold  effect  of 
without  any  strain  on  our  resources,  rendering  war  more  unlikely,  and, 
by  the  creation  of  a  series  of  ter-  if  it  took  place,  of  insuring,  as  far 
niinable  annuities.  The  National  as  it  is  possible  to  do,  that  it  shall 
Debt  Act  will  insure  the  dimi-  be  successful, 
nution  of  the  National  Debt  by  It  is  further  to  be  noted  that 
173  millions  in  twenty  years,  the  whole  of  this  sum  of  20 
Supposing  the  20  millions  re-  millions,  with' the  exception  of  a 
quired  for  our  national  insurance  small  amount  for  local  labour  in 
were  to  be  provided  as  here  sug-  the  Colonies,  will  be  expended  in 
gested,  with  the  result  that  at  the  the  United  Kingdom.  The  State 
end  of  twenty  years  the  National  will  spend  on  national  work  the 
Debt,  instead  of  being  diminished  sum  of  4  millions  sterling,  near- 
by 173  millions,  were  diminished  ly  the  whole  of  which  will  find  its 
by  150  or  160  millions  only,  surely  way  into  the  pockets  of  the  work- 
no  one  in  this  country  will  have  suf-  ing  classes  in  the  shape  of  wages. 
f  ered  any  hardship  in  the  meantime.  From  this  point  of  view,  the  pro- 
Millions  are  found  withoutdifiiculty  posal  now  put  forward  ought  to 
for  the  main  drainage  of  London,f  or  meet  with  the  approval  of  the 
the  purchase  of  the  telegraphs,  for  Government  now  in  power  ;  and 
opening  up  certain  thoroughfares  as  the  Conservatives  claim  to  take 
in  the  metropolis,  and  probably  a  special  interest  in  the  mainte- 
will   be   found   as  easily  for   the  nance  of  the  integrity  of  the  em- 
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pire,  it  ought  also  to  meet  with  Power ;  and  although  the  Gk>vern- 
their  support.  ment  may  at  times  think  it  ex- 
But  tnis  should  not  be  a  party  pedient  to  give  way  on  disputed 
question  :  it  must  be  a  national  questions,  it  must  be  remembered 
question,  about  which,  if  men  that  there  are  certain  lengths  be- 
would  take  the  trouble  to  think  yond  which  the  people  of  this 
it  out  carefully,  there  should  be  country  will  not  go,  and  if  once 
no  difi^rence  of  opinion.  England  national  animosities  are  aroused, 
is  such  an  overpopulated  country,  it  will  not  be  within  the  power  of 
that  not  only  its  prosperity,  but  any  Ministry  to  prevent  a  war. 
even  its  existence,  is  depenaent  on  At  the  present  moment  there 
the  maintenance  of  its  power  and  are  questions  simmering  in  Egypt, 
possessions  in  undiminisned  secur-  China,  Africa,  Madagascar,  and 
ity.  Within  the  limits  of  the  the  Western  Pacific, which  may  boil 
United  Kingdom,  there  is  scope  over  and  bring  about  a  war  with 
neither  for  the  employment  of  tne  France  or  Germany  at  any  mo- 
large  amount  of  capital  accumu-  ment.  We  should  have  no  Euro- 
lated  in  the  country,  nor  for  its  pean  ally  on  whom  we  could  de- 
large  and  energetic  population.  If  pend  for  assistance,  and  most  of 
we  cannot  continue  to  hold  our  the  Powers  would  not  look  with 
own,  our  daily  food  supply  will  disapproval  on  two  of  the  richest 
not  even  be  secure  to  us.  countries  in  the  world  doing  their 
The  amount  of  20  millions  to  utmost  to  injure  and  impoverish 
increase  our  means  of  self-defence  one  another. 

is  but  a   trifle  conipared  to   the  The  present  inefficient  condition 

large  sums  which  have  been  spent  of  our  national  defences  is  almost 

on    fortifications   and   armaments  enough  to  tempt  foreign  Powers  to 

since  the  Franco-German  war  by  attack  us.     If  we  were  strong,  as 

the    two    powers   engaged   in    it.  wo  ought  to  be,  and  easily  could 

France  is    really    the  only   Euro-  be,  there    is  not  a  Power  in  the 

pean  power  which  by  itself  would  world   that  would   venture  to  try 

be  able  to  undertake  the  invasion  our  strength.      Being  a  peace-lov- 

of  England,  and  she  continues  to  ing  nation,  it  is  our  duty  to  take 

increase  her  navy  far  beyond   any  the  best  means  available  to  pre- 

possible  requirements  of  the  colo-  vent  war,   and  there   is  no  surer 

nial  wars  in  which  she  is  likely  to  way  of  doing  this  than  by  acting 

be  engaged.  Every  day  appears  to  up  to  the  old  motto — 
increase  the    probability    of    our 

becoming    embroiled    with     that  Si  vis  pacem^  para  bellum. 
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FOREIGN    AND    COLONIAL    FAILURES. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  upon  the  very  paths  which  they 

the   manner  in   which  Mr   Glad-  had  resolved  to  avoid.    True,  they 

stone's  Cabinet  have  dealt  with  the  have  consistently  and  perseveringly 

British  Constitution  at  home,  it  will  asserted  that  all  their  misfortunes 

hardly  be  disputed  that  their  con-  have   arisen  from  the  faults    and 

duct  of  our  foreign  and  colonial  follies  of  their  predecessors ;   but 

policy  has  awakened  a  feeling  of  the   credulity  even  of  those  most 

profound  distrust  throughout   the  willing  to  be  deceived     has     its 

country.     The  fervid  eloquence  of  limits,   and   for  some  time     past 

Mr   Gladstone    in    1879-^0     con-  reasonable   men   have    seen    that 

vinced  the  public  mind  that  the  this  excuse,   feeble  and  flimsy   at 

policy  of  Lord  Beaconsfield    had  first,  can   no  longer  be  advanced 

been  one  of  annexation,  of  aggres-  with  common  decency. 

sion,  and  generally  of  a   warlike  The   impartial   portion  of    the 

tendency,  and   largely   influenced  press — notably  two  journals,   the 

the  votes  of  those  upon  whom  the  '  Times  '  and  '  Pall  Mall  Gazette,' 

results  of  such  a  policy  were  al-  which  have  constantly  supported 

leged  to  have  fallen  in  the  shape  Mr  Gladstone's  Government — ^have 

of  increased   taxation.      But    the  condemned  portions  of  its  foreign 

electors  who,  actuated  by  feelings  and  colonial  policy  with  a  severity 

of  this  description,  assisted  to  turn  as  great  as  could  have  been  ex- 

out  the  Conservative  administra-  pected   from  political  opponents  ; 

tion,  forgot  or  were  unaware  of  and  from  one  end  of  Great  Britain 

the  fact  that  results  of  the  same  to  the  other,  a  feeling  is  prevalent 

kind,  and  even  of  a  graver  char-  that  British   interests  are   unsafe 

acter,  will  almost  inevitably  follow  in   the  hands   to  which  they  are 

a  policy  of  vacillation  and  uncer-  at  present  intrusted.     If  this  feel- 

tamty.     When  the  history  of  our  ing  were  in  any  respect    opposed 

times  comes  to  be  written  by  an  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  we  snoold 

impartial  hand,   nothing    will    be  be   bound,  as  patriots,  to   expose 

more   striking  than   the   contrast  its  fallacy,  and,  even   at  the  ex- 

between  the  professions  and    the  pense  of  party   feeling,  to   uphold 

actions  of  the  Grovemments  over  the   Government.     Unhappily,  no 

which  Mr  Gladstone  has  presided .  such  coarse  is  possible  under  exist- 

Abhorring   war,   they   have  been  ing  circumstances ;    and  the  more 

continually  engaged  in    warfare  ;  we  look  into  the  matter,  the  more 

detesting  annexation,  they  have  an-  surely  shall  we  find  that  the  hesi- 

nexed  more  territory  than  any  pre-  tating,  weak,  and  uncertain  action 

vious  British  Government ;  strain-  of  our  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices 

ing   every   nerve  to   escape  from  have  brought  Great  Britain  into  a 

responsibility,  they  have  incurred  state  of  humiliation  unprecedented 

far   heavier  responsibilities    than  in  the  annals  of  her  history, 

those   from   which   they     shrank.  Nor  is  this  unfortunate  state  of 

It   is  as  if  some  malignant  fate  affairs  confined  to  one  part  of  the 

had  pursued  them  from  the  very  world,  in  which  case  one  mieht 

first,   turned   their    counsel    into  hope  to  have  success  on  one  side 

folly,   and  forced    them    forward  to  set  off  against  failure  on  an- 
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other.     Wherever  we  look,  we  find  creased  income-tax,  to  supplement 

a  remarkable  and  monotonous  nni-  a  declining  revenue  and  to  enable 

formity  of  failure,  such  as  can  have  the  men  who  came  into  office  upon 

no  other  effect  than  to  lower  the  a  cry  of  peace  to  carry  on  with 

prestige  and    reputation  of  Great  sufficient    vigour    the    wars    into 

Britain,   discredit  her  diplomacy,  which    their    halting   and    feeble 

weaken  Ber  power,  and  bring  down  policv  have  plunged  their  country, 
to  zero  her  influence  among  the       Whilst,  however,  we   condemn 

nathons  of  the  world.    Let  any  un-  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole  for  conduct 

prejudiced   observer  contrast  the  so  inconsistent  with  their  duty  to 

position  and  influence  of  our  conn-  their  Sovereign  and  their  country, 

try  when  Lord  Beaconsfield  left  it  is  right  tnat  we  should  point 

office  with  that  which  she  now  oc-  more    directly  to  those  two  Jfin- 

cnpies  and  possesses,  and  fairly  ask  isters  who,  each  in  his  separate 

himself  whether  congratulation  or  department,  are  personally  respon- 

commiseration  is  the  more  appro-  sible  for  much  oi  the  evil  whicnwe 

priate  feeling.  There  might,  indeed,  have  to  deplore.   For  had  the  seals 

De  found  persons  who  would  be  en-  of  the  Foreign  Office  been  in  the 

tirely  comforted  if,  with  diminished  hands  of  a  strone  man  instead  of 

influence  and  degraded  position,  we  in  those  of  Lora  Granville,  and 

oould  point  to  peace,  plenty,  and  had  the  Colonial  Office  been  ad- 

reduoea  taxation  as  counterbalanc-  ministered  by  a  statesman  less  in- 

ing  advantages   conferred  by  Mr  firm  of  purpose  and^  with    more 

Gladstone's   Gk>vemment.      Alas !  backbone  than  Lord  Derby,  it  is 

this  comfort  is  denied  to  us.    Our  impossible  that  matters  oould  have 

relations  with  European  powers,  if  drifted  into  their  present  condition, 

peaoef ul,are  certainlymore  strained  Lord  Granville  is  the  most  oour- 

and   less  cordial    than    in    1880  ;  teous,  most  gentle,  most  charming 

whilst  in  Egypt  and  South  Africa  of  men  ;  and  in  quiet*and  unevent- 

we  are  engaged  in  operations  which  ful    times,    when    everything    is 

even  the  Frime  Minister  must  con-  smooth  and  easy,  and   a  namby- 

fess  to   be  very  nearly  akin  to  a  pamby  policy  can  do  nobody  any 

state  of  warfare,   and   which  are  harm,  nobody  can  reenlate  such  a 

certainly   not   consistent    with    a  policy  more  pleasantly  than  Lord 

peaceful      condition     of     affairs.  Gl^ranville.     But  the  moment  that 

Plenty,  alas  !  bat  mocks   us  with  something  more   is  required  than 

its  presence  ;  for  the  causes  which  courtly  manners,  soft  phrases,  and 

have  diminished  the  price  of  the  diplomatic   nothings,  the   man   is 

labourer's  loaf    have   operated  to  not  strong  enough  for  the  place, 

deprive  him  of  the  means  of  ob-  No  one  can     read   the  recently- 

taining    it,   and   our    agricultural  published  correspondence  between 

population  was   never   in   a  more  the  German  Foreign  Office  and  our 

depressed  and  precarious  condition  own,  without  becoming  conscious 

— injuriously  affecting,  as  must  of  that  Lord    Granville   displayed  a 

nei'essitv  be  the  case,  every  other  conspicuously    painful    inferiority 

class   of  the   community.      As  to  throughout,  and   so   managed,  or 

taxation,  the  promises  of  a  lighten-  rather  mismanaged,  matters,  that 

ing  of  the  burdens  of  the  people  his  country  was  made  to  occupy  a 

are  so  far  from  havingbeen  fulfilled,  position  which  would  really  be  ludi- 

that  we  have  at  this  moment  an  in-  crous,  if  the  issues  involved  were 
VOL.  cxxx^^I. — xo.  dcccxxxii.    -  x 
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not  too  serious  for  laughter.  That  have  enabled  the  Foreign  Minuter 
Great  Britain  should  ever  have  of  Great  Britain  to  have  taken  a 
been  so  situated  as  to  have  de-  tone  to  which  the  Government  of 
clined,  in  the  first  instance,  to  Germany  could  not  have  objected, 
extend  British  protection  to  Ger-  and  which  would  have  secured 
man  residents  upon  the  African  without  difficulty  to  Great  Britain 
coast,  because  that  coast  was  not  and  her  colonies  a  position  which 
British  territory  ;  then  to  have  it  may  now  be  difficult,  if  not  im- 
protested  against  the  annexation  possible,  to  obtain  without  grave 
by  Germany  of  the  regions,  the  complications.  Unhappily  both 
ownership  of  which  she  had  so  the  nrmness  and  the  sagacity  ap- 
emphatically  repudiated  ;  and  iin-  pear  to  have  been  wanting  in  Lord 
ally,  to  have  yielded  submissively  Granville,  and  the  whole  affair 
to  the  imperious  language  of  must  be  considered  most  damaging 
Prince  Bismarck, — that  to  such  a  to  his  reputation  as  a  Statesman 
situation  the  weak  shilly-shally  and  a  Minister, 
diplomacyof  Lord  Granville  should  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
have  brought  his  country,  is  in  it-  this  South  African  difficalty  did 
self  a  condemnation  of  the  Minister  not  come  upon  Lord  GranviUe  by 
which  it  needs  no  argument  to  en-  any  means  as  a  surprise.  So  lone 
force.  A  Minister  who  has  not  ago  as  the  summer  of  1880,  Lord 
only  held  the  seals  of  the  Foreign  Kimberley,  then  Colonial  Secre- 
Office  more  than  once,  but  has  tary,  transmitted  to  the  Foreigp 
also  been  Colonial  Minister,  should  Office  a  translation  from  an  article 
surely  have  had  sufficient  know-  in  a  Berlin  newspaper,  which  not 
ledge  and  experience  to  have  es-  only  discussed  the  proposed  es- 
caped the  snare  so  cleverly  laid  tablishment  of  a  German  colony 
for  him  by  the  German  diplom-  in  South  Africa,  but  claimed 
atist.  It  is  doubtless  true  that  the  Transvaal  Boers  as  '*  nearly 
Lord  Granville's  tenure  of  office  as  allied  to  Germans  by  speech  and 
Colonial  Secretary  was  short,  and  habits,"  declared  tut  Gtemumy 
that  he  never  showed  such  an  in-  should  have  opposed  the  anneza- 
terest  in  the  colonies  as  should  be  tion  of  the  Transvaal,saggeeted  the 
felt  by  any  one  who  undertakes  desirability  of  her  aoqninng  Dela- 
that  important  office.  But  it  ar-  goa  Bay,  and  was  couched  throngh- 
gues  incapacity  or  indolence  to  an  out  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  Great 
extraordinary  degree  if  Lord  Gran-  Britain.  U nable  to  grasp  the  im- 
ville  was  unac<q[uainted  with  the  portance  of  the  subject  to  British 
important  bearing  which  German  South  Africa,  Lord  Gnmyille  ap* 
colonisation  in  South  Africa  must  pears  to  have  confined  himself  to 
have  upon  the  future  of  our  British  an  inqniry  of  the  British  Ambas- 
colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  sador  at  Berlin  as  to  the  *'  probable 
globe  ;  and  the  manner  in  which  success ''  of  a  German  colony  in 
the  question  has  been  dealt  with  South  Africa,  and  to  have  been 
by  the  British  Government  may  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reply 
well  be  resented  by  every  one  who  that  '*  the  German  Gk^vemment 
estimates  these  colonies  at  their  feel  more  the  want  of  soldiers  than 
proper  value.  Common  sagacity,  of  colonists,  and  consequently  dis- 
moreover,  without  special  know-  courage  emigration.''  Thisi  no 
ledge,  and  ordinary  firmness,  with-  doubt,  was  perfectly  tme  at  the 
out  superhuman  courage,  should  moment ;  but  it  does  not  diminish 
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the  importance  of  the  fact  that  parent  that  the  finances  of  Egypt 
the  attention  of  our  Government  were  in  a  state  within  a  measor- 
was  specially  called  to  a  subject  able  distance  of  bankruptcy.  True 
which  might  at  any  moment  be-  to  its  fundamental  principle  of  en- 
come — as  it  has  become — one  of  deavouring  to  shift  responsibility 
great  importance  to  our  South  on  to  other  shoulders,  Mr  Glad- 
African  colonies,  and  that  had  stone's  Government  proposed  a 
the  Ministers  specially  respon-  Conference,  which  was  to  free 
sible  been  possessed  of  sufficient  them  from  all  their  difficulties.  It 
wisdom  to  have  inquired  into  the  will  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  order 
actual  condition  of  affairs  and  the  to  secure  the  support  of  France  to 
feelings  of  the  Cape  Government,  their  proposals,  our  Government 
it  is  very  probable  that  the  '^Angra  entered  into  a  preliminary  agree- 
Pequena  "  difficulty,  which  did  not  ment  with  the  French  Government 
come  into  notice  for  nearly  three  by  which  such  concessions  were 
years  after,  would  never  have  proposed  to  be  made  by  England 
existed  at  all.  But,  as  usual,  in-  as  awakened  the  indignation  of  the 
dolence  or  incapacity  allowed  the  country,  and  threatened  to  place 
matter  to  sleep,  and,  as  far  as  we  Mr  Gladstone  and  his  Cabinet  in 
have  gone,  the  results  of  the  policy  such  a  disagreeable  position  with 
of  our  Government  may  be  summed  even  their  own  supporters,  that* 
up  in  the  words  of  Lord  Derbv's  the  Prime  Minister  was  actually 
apologetic  despatch  to  Sir  Hercules  obliged  to  come  down  to  the  House 
Kobinson  of  December  4,  1884,  in  of  Commons  and  announce,  with 
which  he  remarks  that  it  is  '*  too  an  ill -concealed  feeling  of  relief, 
LATE  for  this  country  to  take  action  that  failure  of  the  Conference 
as  far  as  the  Angra  Pequena  terri-  which  enabled  him  to  get  quit  of 
tory  is  concerned  ; "  and  that  it  only  the  French  agreement.  It  may  be 
**  remains  to  consider  what  should  said,  and  of  course  truly  said,  that 
now  be  done  to  protect  British  the  whole  Cabinet  were  responsible 
colonial  interests  from  any  incon-  f  or  both  Conferenceand  agreement; 
venience  which  might  possibly  re-  but  had  we  been  so  fortunate  as 
suit  from  the  presence  of  a  for-  to  have  had  a  Palmerston  at  the 
eign  settlement  on  the  frontier  of  Foreign  Office,  or  indeed  any 
the  colony."  **  A  lame  and  impo-  statesman  of  vigour,  capacity, 
tent  conclusion  "  of  a  diplomatic  and  determination,  such  an  agree- 
correspondence,  in  which  It  is^diffi-  ment  would  never  have  been 
cult  to  say  whether  Mr  Gladstone's  submitted  to  a  British  Cabinet. 
Foreign  or  Colonial  Minister  shows  The  cavalier  dismissal  of  the  Con- 
to  most  disadvantage.  ference  by  Lord  Granville — the 
Nor,  indeed,  is  the  reputation  of  mission  of  Lord  Northbrook,  and 
Lord  Granville  exalted,  if  we  turn  its  somewhat  ignominious  failure 
our  attention  to  other  diplomatic  — and  the  generally  weak  and 
performances  during  the  past  year,  equivocal  policy  of  the  Gladstone 
It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  when  Government  with  regard  to  Egypt, 
the  miserably  timid  and  vacillating  — have  naturally  encouraged  other 
policy  of  the  present  Government  European  Powers  to  advance  their 
had  led  us  into  an  expenditure  upon  own  pretensions,  and  to  slight 
the  Upper  Nile  of  which  no  man  those  of  Great  Britain,  so  that, 
can  yet  calculate  the  amount,  it  according  to  present  appearances, 
was  not  long  before  it  became   ap-  the    opportunities    for   wise   and 
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vigorous  action  in  Egypt,  havine  old  ground  in  recurring  to  the  sub- 
been  thrown  away  again  and  ject.  It  may  well  be  remembered 
again  by  the  feeble  statesmen  who  that,  previous  to  and  daring  the 
rule  us,  we  have  nothing  before  us  existence  of  Mr  Gladstone's  first 
but  increased  expenditure  and  fur-  Government,  accusations  were  fre- 
ther  complications,  which  might  quently  made  against  the  Liberal 
have  been  avoided  if  we  had  pos-  party  upon  the  score  of  their  cold- 
sessed  a  Government  blessed  with  ness  towards  the  colonies  and  dis- 
the  power  of  knowing  its  own  regard  of  colonial  feeling.  These  ao- 
mind,  and  capable  of  acting  with  cusations  were  certainly  not  with- 
that  promptitude  and  vigour  which,  out  foundation  as  regarded  certain 
in  the  action  of  nations  as  well  as  members  of  the  part^  attacked, who 
that  of  men,  are  essential  condi-  had  spoken  of 'Mettmg  the  colonies 
tions  of  success.  It  is  of  course  go  free,"  and  both  in  speeches  and 
possible  that  Lord  Wolsele^^'s  pamphlets  had  pointed,  with  seem- 
achievements  may  cause  the  Brit-  mg  satisfaction,  or  at  best  with  in- 
ish  public  to  forget  the  blunders  dinerence,to  the  possible  alienation 
of  the  past,  and  condone  the  errors  from  Great  Britam  of  certain  of  her 
of  the  Government.  Those  blun-  larger  colonies.  But  upon  the  pari 
ders  and  errors,  however,  will  have  of  the  Government  itself  these  ac- 
cost the  British  taxpaver  an  enor-  cusations  were  again  and  again  re- 
mous  sum  before  the  final  account  futed  and  repelled,  and  a  practical 
is  made  up,  and,  far  worse  than  answer  was  given  to  the  assertion 
this,  they  wnll  have  cost  that  which  that  the  Liberals  were  unwilling  to 
is  of  greater  value  than  gold,  extend  our  colonies  by  the  annexa- 
namely,  the  blood  of  thousands  of  tion  of  considerable  territories  to 
men  who  have  fallen  for  no  other  our  colonial  empire.  Between  186S 
reason  than  because  the  British  and  1874,  under  the  Colonial  Sec- 
Government  lacked  the  courage  to  retaryship  of  Lord  Kimberley^ 
discharge  the  duties  and  responsi-  we  acquired  the  Dutch  forts  at 
bilities  which  it  had  voluntarily  Elmina,  in  the  regions  of  West 
taken  upon  itself,  and  which  would  Africa,but  for  which  the  difficulties 
have  been  honourably  and  ade-  of  Sir  Garnet  Wolseley  in  the 
quately' discharged  if  our  Govern-  Ashantee  war  would  have  been 
ment  had  been  in  the  hands  of  infinitely  greater  than  those  which 
men  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  he  actually  had  to  encounter.  The 
the  people  of  England.  Ashantees  had  always  been  the 
The  misdoings  of  our  Foreign  allies  of  the  Dutch,  and  had  El- 
and Colonial  Onices  have  been  so  mina  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
interwoven  during  the  past  year,  latter,  the  additional  cost  and 
that  it  is  not  always  easy  to  sepa-  trouble  to  the  British'  expedition 
rate  one  from  the  other  ;  but  if  can  hardly  be  estimated.  Under 
special  blame  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  same  Colonial  Secretary,  the 
Lord  Granville,  even  a  larger  por-  gold  fields  of  South  Africa  were 
tion  must  be  cast  upon  the  shoul-  annexed  ;  and  although  the  actual 
ders  of  his  colleague.  The  rela-  accomplishment  of  the  annexation 
tions  between  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Fiji  Islands  was  left  to 
her  colonies  have  furnished  the  the  Conservative  administration  of 
theme  for  so  much  writing  and  so  1874,  it  is  undeniable  that  the 
many  Parliamentarv  debates,  that  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  these 
it  is  difficult  to  avoid  treading  on  islands,  by  direction  of  Lord  Kim- 
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berley,  had,  as  was  probably  his  advantage  which  Lord  Derby  has 
intention,  paved  the  way  for  that  enjoyed  of  viewing  every  important 
annexation,  which  could  not  have  question  of  the  day  from  the  point 
been  avoided  had  Mr  Gladstone's  of  view  of  a  Cabmet  Minister  of 
Government  remained  in  office,  both  political  parties,  has  not  dim- 
Enough  was  done,  at  any  rate,  inished  but  increased  that  consti- 
during  the  existence  of  that  Gov-  tutional  difficulty  in  making  up  his 
ernment,  to  remove  from  the  Lib-  mind,  which  has  been  so  fatal'  a 
eral  party,  as  a  party,  the  stigma  blemish  to  his  career  as  a  states- 
of  beinff  indifferent  to  the  pros-  man.  The  want  of  decision  is  one 
perity  of  our  Colonial  Empire,  or  of  the  greatest  wants  with  which 
averse  to  its  extension.  a  politician  can  be  afflicted,  and  it 
Indeed,  since  that  period  the  is  a  want  painfully  conspicuous  in 
school  of  anti-colonial  politicians  the  present  Colonial  Secretary, 
would  seem  to  have  so  far  died  But  there  are  some  questions  upon 
out,  or  at  least  to  have  shrunk  which  this  failing  becomes  a  posi- 
from  the  advocacy  of  opinions  tive  crime  against  the  country, 
evidently  out  of  harmony  with  and  of  little  less  than  this  has 
the  spirit  of  the  nation,  that  on  Lord  Derby  been  guilty  in  his 
a  very  recent  occasion,  when  a  colonial  administration.  Of  what 
dinner  was  given  at  the  "  Empire^  use  is  it  to  mouth  out  high-sound- 
Club "  to  the  Canadian  Prime  ing  commonplaces  at  colonial  ban- 
Minister,  Sir  J.  A.  MacDonald —  quets,  or  to  make  ostentatious  de- 
the  most  eminent  of  living  colon-  clarations  of  regard  for  the  inter- 
ists — Lord  Derby  himself  is  re-  ests  of  our  colonies,  if  the  utterer  of 
ported  to  have  commented  upon  such  spurious  patriotism  neglects 
the  fact  that  the  above-named  those  interests  again  and  again, 
school  had  practically  ceased  to  slights  the  wishes  and  wounds  the 
exist,  and  that  men  of  all  parties  susceptibilities  of  colonists  upon 
appeared  now  to  be  agreed  upon  the  every  occasion,  and  absolutely  em- 
value  of  her  colonies  to  Great  barrasses  and  prevents  that  de- 
Britain,  and  to  vie  with  each  other  velopment  of  colonial  resources, 
in  the  expression  of  the  patriotic  and  extension  of  colonial  power, 
desire  that  the  relations  between  which  but  for  him  would  infallibly 
colonies  and  mother  country  might  have  taken  place? 
be  drawn  closely  and  still  more  Again  we  say  that,  although 
closely  together.  In  view  of  this  Mr  Gladstone's  Cabinet  as  a  whole 
remark,  which  drew  cheers  from  must  be  responsibhe  for  what  has 
an  appreciative  audience,  what  has  been  done,  a  Colonial  Minister  who 
Lora  Derby  himself  done  to  pro-  knew  his  duty  and  had  the  courage 
mote  the  oDJect  which  '^  men  of  all  to  do  it,  would  have  been  able  to 
parties'^  have  in  view?  It  may  prevent  the  mischief.  But  what 
oe  conceded  that  Lord  Derby  is  a  nas  Lord  Derby  done  ?  Has  he 
cold-blooded  man  ;  that  from  him  ever  raised  his  voice  in  defence  of 
no  enthusiasm  upon  any  subject  is  colonial  interests  ?  Has  he  ever 
to  be  expected  ;  and  that  it  would  shown  to  our  colonies  that  in  the 
be  contrary  to  his  nature  and  office  in  Downing  Street  their  views 
character  to  take  any  bold  and  would  find  support,  their  legitimate 
vigorous  steps  in  the  direction  of  aspirations  encouragement,  and 
an  active  colonial  policy.  Nay,  their  desire  to  draw  closer  to  the 
more,  it  may  be  admitted  that  the  mother  country  would  be   appre- 
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ciated  and  valued  ?  Can  we  read  prevent  the  colonies  of  Australasia 
Lord  Derby's  despatches  with  any  from  developing  into  oommunities 
feeling  of  pride, — with  satisfaction  of  vast  size  and  importance,  and 
that  they  are  the  despatches  of  a  nothing  can  be  more  unwise  than 
ISritish  Minister,  and  with  approval  for  the  Ministers  of  Great  Britain 
of  the  manner  in  which  he  deals  to  do  anything  which  might  appear 
with  the  important  matters  under  to  indicate  a  desire  to  retard  that 
discussion?  No  one  who  shares  development,  or  even  a  careless* 
the  sentiments  professed  by  Lord  ness  upon  the  subject.  It  is  not 
Derby  himself  at  the  MacDonald  naerely  development  of  an  ordinary 
Banquet  can  for  a  moment  accord  kind  which  has  lately  been  the 
such  approval.  The  *  Times '  of  desire  of  Australasia — such  as 
2d  January  accurately  describes  might  be  sought  for  the  purpose  of 
the  general  feeling,  when  it  re-  supplying  the  wants  of  a  surplus 
marks  in  its  tirst  leading  article  :  population,  or  acquiring  territory 
"  The  policy  of  Lord  Derby  is  for  the  mere  love  of  acquisition,  or 
regarded  both  at  home  and  in  the  with  an  eye  to  possible  needs  in  the 
colonies  as  feeble,  vacillating,  in-  future.  That  for  which ,  Austral* 
consistent,  and  unintelligible  :  his  asia  has  been  anxious  has  been  to 
method  of  diplomacy  is  certainly  prevent  the  extension  of  French 
not  a  happy  one,  nor  have  its  penal  settlements,  which  would 
results  been  satisfactory."  Those  place  the  scum  of  European  popu- 
who  have  studied  colonial  history,  lation  within  dangerous  proximity 
and  have  watched  the  progress  and  to  her  shores,  and  the  acquisition 
development  of  our  larger  colonies,  by  Germany  of  territory  the  pos- 
know  full  well  that  one  of  the  session  of  which  by  any  foreign 
most  important  questions  of  the  Power  might  hereafter  become  a 
day  is  that  which  concerns  the  source  of  annoyance,  if  not  of 
manner  in  which  can  be  accom-  positive  danger,  to  herself.  It  re- 
plished  that  closer  alliance  between  mains  to  be  seen  whether  the  first 
mother  country  and  colonies  which  evil  will  be  avoided  ;  and  no  doubt 
is  so  much  to  be  desired.  There  there  has  been  some  diffioalty 
is  no  fear  to-day  that  Great  Bri-  and  some  delicacy  in  approaching 
tain*  will  lose  Australasia  by  any  France  upon  a  subject  which  *  ro- 
of the  mistakes  which  lost  her  lates  to  her  government  of  her 
those  American  colonies  which  own  colonies.  We  do  not  wish 
were  once  as  loyal  to  the  British  to  unfairly  prejudge  the  action 
connection  as  is  Australasia  at  this  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  thiB 
moment.  Nevertheless,  there  may  respect ;  but  we  fail  to  discover 
be  mistakes  and  blunders  as  great,  in  any  speech  or  despatch  of  Lord 
though  of  a  different  nature.  If  Derby  such  an  appreciation  of 
the  bond  of  union  between  Great  the  position  of  our  Australian 
Britain  and  her  colonies  is  to  con-  colonies,  or  such  a  determination 
tinue  and  to  be  strengthened,  it  is  to  support  their  interests,  as  would 
evident  that  the  former  must  do  have  become  the  Colonial  Miniater 
all  she  can  to  show  the  latter  that  of  Great  Britain.  Delay — ^apon 
they  lose  nothing  by  the  connec-  the  plea  of  coming  federation— 
tion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  may  vacillation  —  uncertainty  —  p  e  r- 
look  to  it  as  something  at  least  as  vade  the  proceedings  oi  our  Col- 
advantageous  to  themselves  as  to  onial  Office ;  and  if  the  nltimate 
the  mother-country.     Nothing  can  result  should  be  at  all  in  aooord- 
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anoe  with  the  legitimate  desire  trary,  we  oonour  entirely  with  the 
of  Australasia,  it  will  certainly  welcome  which  Mr  Forster  declares 
not  be  due  to  any  display  of  en-  himself  ready  to  give  to  G^man 
«rgy  or  vigour  upon  the  part  of  colonisers ;  and  we  believe  that 
Lord  Derby.  But  the  very  fact  there  is  no  other  people  who  are 
that  it  has  been  difficult  to  deal  likely  to  do  more  good  to  the 
with  France  in  her  management  world  than  colonists  of  the  Tea- 
of  New  Caledonia,  should  have  tonic  race.  But  we  also  agree 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  British  heartily  with  Mr  Forster  in  the 
Government  to  the  obvious  im-  opinion,  that  in  cases  where  there 
policy  of  allowing  another  foreign  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  found- 
Power  to  become  possessed  of  ter-  ing  of  a  foreign  settlement  would 
ritory  adjacent  to  Australasia,  with  check  the  progress  or  endanger  the 
respect  to  which  difficulties  of  a  interests  of  a  ^British  colony,  it  is 
similarnature  might  hereafter  arise,  the  duty  of  our  Gk>vemment  to 
Our  Australian  colonies,  alive  to  anticipate  such  settlement  by  co- 
the  danger,  anxiously  desired  the  operating  with  the  Ministers  of  the 
annexation  of  New  Guinea  and  the  colony  ^ected,  and  being  ready, 
neighbouring  islands.  Again  de-  if  necessary,  to  hoist  the  British 
lay,  again  hesitation,  again  that  flag  and  assert  the  sovereignty  of 
lamentable  want  of  sagacity  to  see.  Great  Britain.  Instead  of  this, 
and  courage  to  seize,  the  opportun-  her  Majesty's  present  advisers, 
ity.  Alarmed  at  the  result  of  their  though  long  since  made  cognisant 
blunders  in  Africa,  the  British  of  the  natural  and  patriotic  wish 
Government,  as  usual,  '^  too  late,"  of  our  colonies  to  secure  to  Great 
have  proclaimed  a  British  proteo-  Britain  the  territories  which  ap- 
torate  over  a  part  of  the  southern  peared  so  important  to  the  future 
coast  of  New  Guinea  ;  but  unless  interests  of  Australasia,  have  aotual- 
our  information  is  incorrect,  Ger-  Iv  interposed  obstacles  and  created 
many  has  taken  possession  of  the  delay,  as  if  purposely  to  court 
northern  part  of  the  island  and  of  the  interference  of  some  foreign 
other  adjacent  isles,  and  that  which  Power. 

might  and  would    have   been  ac-  Writing  upon  the  desire  of  New 

<)uired    by   and    fer    the    British  Zealand  to    annex    for   the  same 

colonies  of  Australasia,  if  they  had  reason    the     Samoa    Islands,    the 

either  been  independent  commun.  '  Daily  News,'  one  of  the  stanch- 

ities  or  had  received  that  support  est  supporters  of  the  Government, 

which  they  had  a  right  to  expect  casually  observes  that  'Hhe  Home 

from   the   mother    country,   must  €k)vemment    would     never    have 

now  be  either  lost    to  them  alto-  taken   over   any  portion  of    New 

get  her  or   become   the  subject  of  Guinea,  had   it   not   been    for  the 

negotiations    and    diplomatic    ar-  somewhat  precipitate  action  of  the 

rangements  with  the  German  Gov-  Queensland   authorities."     This  is 

«rment,  which   a   little   foresight,  a  candid  admission  and  shows  how 

a  little  sagacity,  and  a  little  cour-  much  need  the  Gladstone  Cabinet 

age,  might  easily  have  prevented,  has  of  pressure  where  decision  and 

Let  it   not    be  supposed    that  we  vigour  are  required.     But  instead 

object  to  the  colonisation  of   un-  of  waiting  until  the  natural  im- 

occupied  territories  by  other  na-  patience  of  colonists  forces  them 

tions,  or   that  we   are  jealous   of  to  "  precipitate  action,"  surely  the 

German   colonists.     On    the   con-  Home   Government    should    have 
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suggested  and  supported  that  ac-  no  sign.  In  Eg^pt,  aeain,  we  have 
tion  long  ago,  in  a  matter  where  seen  the  champions  of  peace  bom- 
colonial  and  imperial  interests  were  bard  Alexandria  ;  the  champions 
strictly  identical,  and  where  the  of  Boer  patriotism  slaughter  Arab 
loyalty  of  the  colonists  to  the  Brit-  "  patriots,"  with  at  least  as  good 
ish  crown  and  their  fidelity  to  the  title  to  the  name  as  the  Transvaal 
British  connection  might  properly  Boers  ;  the  champion  of  fi nan- 
have  been  stimulated  by  warm  and  cial  morality  attempt  a  ques- 
hearty  encouragement  given  from  tionable  juggle  with  Egyptian  fin- 
Downing  Street  to  their  legitimate  ance  ;  and  the  champions  of  self- 
aspirations.  As  the  chronicle  of  government  prevent  Egypt  from 
failures  to  which  we  have  alluded  governing  herself,  and  yet  shirk 
is  brought  in  review  before  us,  we  the  responsibilities  which  by  such 
ask  ourselves  in  amazement — How  action  they  had  undertaken.  We 
long  will  public  opinion  submit  to  have  seen  the  blood  of  Englishmen 
these  things  ?  The  British  public  as  well  as  Arabs  shed  like  water, 
m  indeed  not  easily  roused,  and  — and  shed  because  Mr  Gladstone's 
assuredly  of  late  years  its  apathy  Government  had  not  the  courage 
has  beeu  one  of  the  most  remark-  to  accept  the  consequences  of  their 
able  features  of  the  age.  Whether  own  acts,  and  direct  the  policy  and 
it  is  th^t  the  rapidity  with  which  actions  of  the  country  over  which 
events  move  at  the  present  time,  they  had  assumed  the  real  and 
and  the  regular  and  speedy  succes-  absolute  control, — and  yet  the  na- 
sion  in  which  the  occurrences  of  tion  has  but  murmured.  But  the 
every  day  are    presented    to    the    time  is   now  at  hand  when  such 

Eublic  eye,  prevent  their  retention  murmuringswill  become  louder  and 
y  the  public  mind,  is  a  problem  more  general,  and  when  the  Brit- 
of  which  we  must  leave  the  solu-  ish  people  will  surely  no  longer  en- 
tion  to  philosophers.  Certain  it  dure  the  insults  and  rebuffs  which 
is,  at  any  rate,  that  events  of  the  the  imbecility  and  indecision  of  the 
greatest  importance  appear  to  be  Gladstone  Cabinet  have  brought 
forgotten  with  incredible  celerity ;  upon  them.  It  is  indeed  a  mar- 
aud the  memory  of  a  disaster  which  vellous  instance  of  the  talent  of 
would  have  roused  the  last  genera-  the  Government,  that  they  should 
tion  of  Englishmen  to  the  utmost  have  been  able  to  set  France  and 
indignation  against  those  who  were  Germany  against  us  at  the  same 
responsible  for  its  occurrence,  en-  time,  and  should  have  exposed 
dures  but  for  a  day,  and  apparently  Great  Britain  to  be  simultane- 
awakens  no  such  righteous  emotion,  ously  snubbed  by  both.  Never, 
So  it  has  happened  that  under  indeed,  has  our  influence  among 
the  auspices  of  the  Gladstone  Gov-  European  nations  been  at  so  low 
ernment  we  have  seen  our  soldiers  an  ebo  ;  never  during  the  present 
die  unavenged  and  our  flag  dragged  century  has  our  country  been  bo 
through  the  dirt  in  South  Africa,  isolated  and  so  estranged  from 
and  yet  the  nation  has  been  silent,  those  continental  allies  which  a 
In  the  same  regions  of  the  world  wise  and  statesmanlike  policy 
we  have  seen  the  pusillanimous  would  have  secured.  An  honest, 
abandonment  not  only  of  terri-  bold,  straightforward  policy  is  al- 
tory,  but  of  faithful  allies  who  had  ways  the  safest,  and  it  is  the  want 
trusted  to  our  strength  and  to  our  of  such  which  has  lost  us  the 
honour,  and  the  nation  has  made    esteem  and  respect  of  Continental 
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nations.     This,  no  doubt,  is  incom-  a  party  triumph.     Moreover,  even 
prehensible  to    the  Radicals   who  in  this  success  they  so  mismanaged 
rule  the  Gladstone    Cabinet,  and  matters  that,  after  lending  them- 
therefore,  unable  to  deny  that  our  selves  to  a  wicked  but  ineffective 
position  With  the  Great  Powers  is  agitation    against    the   House    of 
more  unsatisfactory  than  has  been  Lords,  they  had  to  comply  with 
the    case  for    many    years,    they  the     conditions    for     which    that 
have    invented    the  ludicrous  ex-  House  had  stipulated,  and  produce 
cuse   that    Prince    Bismarck    has  the  whole  of  their  scheme  before 
a  personal  hostility   to   Mr   Glad-  any  part  of  it  became  law.     And 
stone.      It  is  very    possible  that  for  the  rest  of  their  doings,  where 
the  German   Minister  may   enter-  are  they  to  be  found  written  ?  No 
tain  a  less  favourable  opinion  of  legislative  exploits,   but  a  goodly 
the  British  Prime  Minister  than  the  record    of   legislative    failures,  at 
tribe  of  sycophants  who  are  never  home.     No  financial  triumphs,  but 
tired  of  singing  his  praises.      We  a  failure  of  financial  schemes  and 
can  easily    believe   this   to   be  the  an   increased      income-tax.        No 
case,  because  the    two  men  have  Irish   content,    but    a     new   agi- 
been  cast  in  very  different  moulds,  tation     already     threatened,    the 
and    Mr    Gladstone's    faults    and  anti-English    party     strengthened 
weaknesses    are     precisely     those  and  united,  and  the  seeds  of  Irish 
which    Prince     Bismarck     would  discontent  spreading  to  Scotland, 
despise.      But  to    suppose   that  a  as  the  first-fruits   of  unprincipled 
man  of  the  immense  ability  of  the  land  legislation.     The  agricultural 
German  Chancellor,  charged  with  interest  in  a   condition  which  fills 
the  heavy  responsibilities   of  gov-  every  thoughtful    politician  with 
erning  the   country  for   which  he  alarm  ;    the  shippings  and  railway 
has   done  so  much,  and  actuated  interest  agitated  by  foolish  attempts 
by  the  patriotic  desire  to  serve  her  at  inquisitorial  and  vexatious  legis- 
interests  as  the  first  and  great  ob-  lation  ;  trade  dull,  coftimerce  lan- 
ject  of  his  life,  would  allow  himself  guishing,  and  a  general   want  of 
to   be  influenced  in   the   slightest  confidence  in  merchants  and  capi- 
degree  by  personal   dislike  to  the  talists.       These  are  some    of  the 
Minister  of  another    country,    or  results  of  our  five  years'  enjoyment 
would  condescend,  as  the  Radical  of  Mr  Gladstone's  rule  over   us  ; 
scribes  assert,  to  be  connected  with  and  as  if  we  had  not  enough  to 
a  Tory  intrigue  to  drive  Mr  Glad-  regret  at  home,  the  foreign   and 
stone  from  office,  is  a  supposition  colonial  policy  for  which  his  Gov- 
so  unlikely  and  so  absurd,  as  to  emment  are  responsible,  stand  con- 
prove  at  once   how  miserable  are  demned  as  an  exhibition  of  incom- 
the  shifts  to  which  the  apologists  petent  folly  such  as  British  history 
of  the  Grovemment  are  now  driven,  has  rarely  chronicled    of    British 
The  truth  is,  that  during  the  past  statesmen.     Their  recent  action  in 
year  the  Gladstone  Admmistration  proclaiming    a   British   protector- 
have  failed  all  round.     They  have  ate  in  New  Guinea,  and  again   in 
carried  their  Reform  Bill,  indeed,  hoisting  the    British   flag  on  the 
but  not  until  it    had  been  made  coast   of   Zuluiand,    only     proves 
manifest   to   the    country   that  it  that,  when   it   may  in    all  proba- 
was  a  Bill  which  had  the  assent  of  bility    be     too     late,    they    have 
both   political    parties,  and  could  known  what  were  the  steps  which 
not  fairly  be  claimed  by  either  as  a     British     Government     should 
vou  cxxxvn. — NO.  dcccxxxii.  y 
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have  taken  long   ago,  and  which  a  Parliamentary  majority  together 

British   opinion    would    have  ap.  at  any  and  every  hazard  ;  and  until 

proved.      We   should  have  stood  the  electoral  body  throughout  the 

better  with  Germany — better  with  country  awake  to  a  knowledge  of 

France — better  with  every  Euro-  the  weakness,  vacillation,  ana  in - 

pean  Power,  if  we  had  known  our  capacity    which   at  present  shield 

own  mind,  set  our  foot  down,  and  themselves  behind  the  name  of  Mr 

acted  as  the  honour  and  interests  Gladstone,  Great  Britain  naust   be 

of  Great  Britain  required.     Alas  !  content  to  accept  humiliation  and 

we   are  in  the    hands  of  men   to  shame     from     nations     who    are 

whom  such    considerations    come  blessedwithwiser,  braver,  and  more 

second  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  patriotic  statesmen. 
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OUR  EGYPTIAN  ATROCITIES. 

4 

FROM  CAPEL  COURT  TO  KHABTOUM. 

"  Forty    centuries  look   down  received  some  return  for  the  suf- 

on  you."    So  spoke  the  First  Na*  ferings  inflicted    on    it,    but  the 

poleon  to   his  army   of  the  Nile,  foreign  occupation  it  now  endures 

"  Forty  centuries   look   down   on  has  hardly  one  alleviating  feature, 

you,"    may    in    a    more    solemn,  It  has  cut  off    the  past,  without 

if  le§s    dramatic    sense,    be    said  opening  up  the  slightest  glimpse  of 

to-day    to    the    British    Govern-  a  future.     It  has  exacted   from  a 

ment  in   Egypt      From  the  time  long-suffering  people  great  sacri- 

of  the  Pharaohs,  the  valley  of  the  flees,  and,  so  far,  it  offers  them  not 

Nile  has  been  the  theatre  of  great  a  ray   of  hope  of    compensation, 

historical    events.       Wave     after  The  situation  has  grown  up  like 

wave  of  conquest  has  rolled  over  it,  a  nightmare,  without  any   visible 

and  left  it  much  the  same.     Dyn-  origin  or  intelligible  cause.     TJfhy 

asty  after  dvnasty   has   oppressed  there  should  be  a  British  garrison 

it,  and  the  fellaheen   have  bowed  at  Cairo;  why  British  troops  should 

their  necks  meeklv  to  all.     Ever  a  be  fighting  for  their  lives  in  the 

fascinating  bait  for  the  military  Soudan;  why  the  fellaheen  should 

adventurer,  it   has  felt  the  heel  curse  in  their  hearts  these  brave 

of  Assyrian,   Persian,  Greek,  and  fellows  who  are  dying  for  them — 

Roman.     But    in   the  long  series  Heaven  only  knows.     The  British 

of  its  conquests,  there  is  nothing  Ministers  who  preside  over  the  holo- 

to  parallel  the  unhappy  condition  caust,  and  who  in  the  eyes  of  the 

which  it  presents  at  this  moment,  world  are  responsible  for  it,  have 

It  has  seldom,   if  ever,  been   so  even  yet  no  definite  idea  on  the 

demoralised   sociallv,   and   it  was  subject.  They  have  floundered  out 

never  so  completely  left  without  the  of  one  desperate  expedient  into  an- 

poorest  pretence  of  a  Government  other,  until  Egvpt  seems  to  have 

Had  it  been  overrun  by  thirteenth-  no  room   left   for  a  fresh  catas- 

century  Norsemen,  it  would  have  trophe.       Insolvency,    revolution, 
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conquest  and  anarchy  she  has  vide.  Moreover,  while  millions^ 
undergone  in  turn,  and  now  she  and  it  may  be  tens  of  millions 
stands  on  the  brink  of  an  Arab  sterling,  are  being  extracted  from 
invasion,  bringing  untold  atroci-  impoverished  incomes,  we  shall 
ties  in  its  train.  Poor  Egypt !  still  ask  in  vain  why  we  are  in 
The  ten  plagues  were  only  the  be;^  Egypt,  what  we  have  been  fight- 
ginning  of  her  troubles.  ing  for,  and  what  the  Ministerial 
The  Nile  has  been  the  grave  of  policy  was  which  has  stained  the 
many  a  brilliant  reputation:  is  it  Nile  with  wasted  blood  from  Alex- 
to  swallow  up  Mr  Gladstone's  as  it  andria  to  Kliartoum  ? 
swallowed  up  Mark  Antony's,  and  Great  Britain  has  frequently 
as  it  turned  the  tide  of  victory  been  engaged  in  wars  which  the 
against  Napoleon  ?  A  triple  ca-  people  followed  with  patriotic  in- 
lamity  like  the  fall  of  Khartoum,  terest,  and  willingly  made  sacrifices 
the  murder  of  Gordon,  and  the  for.  But  there  was  not  till  Khar- 
isolation  of  the  force  that  was  toum  fell  a  scintilla  of  such  a 
to  rescue  him,  is  no  ordinary  re-  feeling  in  this  case.  In  the  past 
verse  of  arms.  Humiliating  as  we  have  fought  for  ideas  which  we 
were  Mai  wand  and  Majuba  Hill,  deemed  noble,  or  for  objects  which 
this  is  an  event  of  infinitely  we  thought  essential  to  the  well- 
greater  significance  to  its  victims,  being  of  the  empire;  but  they  were 
It  is  a  disaster  suffered  with  the  always  clearly  understood.  What- 
eyes  of  the  world  upon  us,  and  ever  errors  diplomacy  may  have 
which  we  cannot  escape  from  by  committed,  the  aim  set  before  the 
an  ignominious  convention,  as  we  nation  was  distinct  and  popular. 
4id  from  Majuba  Hill.  Cowardice  Cromwell  always  knew  what  he 
itself  could  not  lose  hold  of  the  unsheathed  the  sword  for.  Neither 
Soudan  until  Gordon  has  been  Chatham  nor  Pitt  nor  Palaerston 
avenged  and  Khartoum  recovered,  struck  blows  at  random,  like  a 
The  Upper  Nile  has  to  be  re-  giant  hitting  in  the  dark.  They 
gained  if  we  are  to  remain  in  required  no  help  from  the  arts  of 
Egypt ;  and  at  the  very  time  this  sophistry  and  hair-splitting  to  jus- 
catastrophe  occurred,  *  we  were  tify  themselves  to  their  country- 
binding  ourselves  to  remain,  by  men,  They  did  not  drift  into  war, 
solemn  agreement  with  the  Euro-  and  then  discover  that  it  was  a 
pean  Powers.  The  very  efforts  of  heritage  of  woe  from  a  maligned 
the  Government  to  find  a  means  predecessor.  To  their  honest  minds 
of  escape  from  an  intolerable  posi-  it  would  have  seemed  culpably  reck- 
tion,  have  fixed  them  more  firmly  less,  not  to  say  criminal,  to  involye 
in  the  meshes  which  they  have  all  their  country  in  bloodshed  which 
these  years  been  weaving  round  was  neither  war  nor  peace,  attack 
themselves.  For  the  fellaheen  they  nor  defence.  Their  nrst  duty  in  a 
have  filled  up  the  cup  of  afiliction;  forei^  complication  was  to  have 
but  it  has  been  fated  that  before  a  policy,  and  to  set  foot  nowhere 
they  leave  Egypt  they  shall  fill  to  without  having  thought  out,  with 
overflowing  another  cup.  It  will  all  the  gravity  and  care  befitting 
be  one  even  more  bitter  than  the  responsible  statesmen,  what  they 
first,  and  they  will  hold  it  to  the  were  to  do.  Such  has  never  been 
lips  of  the  British  tax-payer.  Mr  Gladstone's  practice.  Wher- 
when  the  heart  of  the  nation  ever  the  vital  issue  of  peace  or 
has  been  wrung  with  shame,  and  war  has  come  before  him,  he  has, 
bowed  down  with  sorrow,  there  to  use  Mr  Goschen's  apt  phrase, 
will  be  the  blood-money  to  pro-  "  fumbled  his  cards."     It  is  not 
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in  his   nature  to  face  it  with  the  Before  it,  ilhisions,  makeshifts,  and 

coarage  of  a  statesman.     He  ban-  fine  phrases  are  swept  away  as  by 

dies   words  over  it  >  like  a  gram-  a  whirlwind.     A  Gladstone  policy 

marian,  and  draws  fine  distinctions  in  Egypt  no  longer  exists.     It  has 

like  a  casuist.     At  last,  when  he  failed  and  discredited  itself  on  all 

-seems  to  have  involved  himself  in-  hands.     Barely  able   to   maintain 

extricably  in  a  cobweb  of  subtle  order  at  Cairo,  it  has  sustained  in 

reasoning,  he  breaks  loose  to  strike  the  same  w^ek  a  bitter  check  both 

some   rash  and  unexpected  blow,  in    diplomacy   and    in   the    field. 

His  campaigns    are  generally   as  Thanks  to  it,  Khartoum  has  been 

abruptly    cut  short    as  they  are  lost,  Gordon  sacrificed,  Lord Wolse- 

rashly  begun.     To  satisfy  his  con-  ley's  army  imperilled  ;  and  our  last 

science  they   must    be    perfectly  hope  of  secunng  some  slight  relief 

fruitless,  which   he   considers  the  for  the  cruelly  taxed  fellaheen  has 

acme     of    unselfishness.       Hence  had  to  be  given  up.    Our  attempts 

Mr   Gladstone  has    been  to    this  to  pose  before  Europe  as  the  friend 

country  the  costliest   as  well  as  of  the  oppressed  Egyptian  peasan- 

the  most  disastrous  of  War  Min-  try  have  all  ended  in  an  arrange- 

isters.  His  victories  have  been  as  ment  with  France,  which  secures  to 

barren  as  his   defeats  have  been  the  bondholder  his  pound  of  flesh, 

humiliating  and  '^  bloodguilty."  and  fixes  the  yoke  more  firmly  than 

During  the  past  four  years  in  ever  on  the  neck  of  Egypt.     So 

Egypt,  the  inherent  vice   of  his  far  from  having  done  any  good  to 

foreign  policy  has  been  glaringly  the  fellaheen,  or  gained  any  advan- 

attested  beyond  the  expectation  of  tage  for  them  from  the  national 

his  severest  critics.     He  has  lived  creditors,  their  position  has  been 

all  the  time  in  a  close  atmosphere  made  in  many  respects  worse  than 

of  egotistical  illusions.     In  every-  before. 

thin^  he  has  done,  whether  fight-  It  is  a  melancholy  but  indisput- 

ing  Arabi  Pasha  and  the  Mandi,  able  fact,  that  the  original  source 

or  dictating  to  the   Khedive    at  of  the  misery  in  which  Egypt  is 

Cairo,  or  inviting  dictation  from  plunged   is  the    old   mean    story 

the  European  Powers,  he  has  worn  of  spendthrift  and  money-lender. 

a  mask.  At  every  turn  he  has  made  Reckless  borrowing,   with  its  in- 

ase  of  tools  he  would  not  acknow-  evitable  sequel,   a   bankrupt    ex- 

ledge^and  of  puppets  whose  respon-  chequer,  was  the  opening  chapter 

sibuity   was  a  transparent  sham,  of  this  infamous    episode,   which 

Even  the   heroic   life  which   was  has  brought  ruin   on    Egypt  and 

nearest  and  dearest  to  British  hearts  shame    on    Great    Britain.      The 

was  not  too  sacred  to  serve  him  for  ghastly  horror  of    the  climax   is 

a  pawn  on  his  political  chess-board,  rendered  more  ghastly  by  compari- 

Outside  of  dissenting  chapels,  not  a  son  with  the  sordid  pettiness  of  its 

single  soul  has  ever  been  greatly  origin.     But  for  the  bondholders 

deceived  by  his  devices  for  disguis-  we  should  have  never  interfered  in 

ing  from  himself  and   others  the  Egypt ;  and  it  is  a  grim  though 

plain  duty  which  lay  before  him.  not   unprecedented  satire  on    our 

His  Penelope's  web  of  makeshifts  maxim   of  State,   that  they  have 

and     plausible     expedients      fell  been   more    or  less    violated    all 

asunder  as  it  was  woven  ;  but  he  along.     Since  the  days  of  Cobden, 

might  have  gone  on  indefinitely  it    has   been   a    doctrine    of    the 

weaving  it,  had  not  his   Nemesis  Foreign   Oifice  that  its  authority 

been  roused  at  last  to  strike  him  cannot  be  used  for  collecting  the 

that  crashing  blow  at  Khartoum,  debts    of    private    individusus   in 
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foreign    countries.      If    her    Ma-  nse  of.     The  ex-Khedive,   Ismail 
jesty's  subjects  lend  their  money  Pasha,    was     a    lavish     spender, 
to  foreign  Governments,  they  are  French    by    education  and    svm- 
told  that  they  do  it  at  their  own  pathy,  he  was  an  imitator  of  Na- 
risk.     Till  recently  this  rule  was  poleon  III.     The  Second  Empire, 
strictly  enforced,  and  by  no  Ad-  with    its    showv    enterprise    and 
ministration  more  so  than  by  Mr  pinV^hbeck     brilliance,     fascinated 
Gladstone's.  But  after  the  foreign  him.     M.  de  Lesseps,  his  intimate 
loan  scandals  of  187d,  a  new  dis-  friend  from  boyhood,  had  great  in- 
position   began  to  be  shown  not  fluence  over  him.     The  sagacious 
to  interpret  the  rule  too  strictly.  Frenchman  could  get  almost  any- 
In  various  cases  of  default,  Egypt  thing  from  him  for  the  Suez  Canal 
among  the  number,  her  Majesty's  while  it  was  in  progress.     Sixteen 
diplomatic   agents    in    defaulting  millions  of    his    borrowing   went 
countries  were  permitted  to  render  into  that  important  work,  which 
any  services  they  could  ''  unoffi-  is  now  a  splendid  investment  for 
cially,"  to  distressed  bondholders,  the  original  proprietors.     Bat  Is- 
Prince   Bismarck  has  gone  much  mail    Pasha's    other    investments 
farther  than  that ;  and  it  will  be  were  of  a  different  kind.   He  sank 
remembered  how, on  a  critical  occa-  millions  on  millions  in  cotton  plan- 
sion,  he  threw  the  whole  weight  Ox  tations,  which  seldom  if  ever  paid 
his   authority  into  the  bondhold-  their   working  expenses — and    on 
ers'  scale.     It  may  be  a  long  while  sugar- factories,  most  of  which,  we 
before    our    own  Foreign    Office  believe,   are  going  to    ruin.     He 
admits  the  precedent,  but  in  spite  was  magnificent  in  his  largesses,  as 
of  itself  it  is  influenced  by  Pnnce  well   as  in  his  enterprises.     The 
Bismarck's     practice.       In    1875,  backsheesh  he  paid    at   Constan- 
Egypt,  or  ratherthe  ex-Khedive,  Is-  tinople    might    have    excited  the 
mail  Pasha,  had  borrowed  in  Lon-  envy   of    Haroun  Alraschid.     On 
don   and  Paris  nearly  70  millions  one  occasion,  when  the  Porte  dis- 
sterling.      The  various  loans  had  puted  his  right  to  contract  loans, 
been  issued  at  a  discount  in  some  ne  crossed  the  palms  of  the  Grand 
cases  of  as  much  as  20  per  cent,  and  Vizier  of  the  day  with  a  gratuity 
the  fat  commission  given  to  bank-  of  £50,000.    Next  time  the  Grand 
ers,  brokers,  and  others,  made  a  Vizier  could  not  help  him,  and  he 
further  heavy  deduction.     It  was  went  direct  to  the  Sultan.     His 
ascertained    by  Mr  Cave    in    his  Majesty's  price  was  £900,000.     Is- 
investigation  that  not  much  more  mail  obtained  his  new  firman,  and 
than  45  millions  sterling  in  hard  on  the  strength  of  it  launched  his 
cash  actually  reached  Egypt.    The  last  loan  —  the  32  million  trans- 
later  loans  were,  to  a  considerable  action  of   1873.     In  view  of  the 
extent,   swallowed  up   in  interest  blunted  moral  sense  of  the  British 
on  the  earlier  ones.     As  they  pro-  public   in  regard  to  this  class  of 
ceeded,  they  grew  in  amount,  and  nnanoe  which  approaches  so  dan- 
proportionatel^r  more  of  them  was  gerously  near  to  card-sharping,  the 
retained  in  this  country  to  meet  disgraceful   history    of  EgyptiaD 
prior  charges.     Of  the  1870  loan  borrowing  ought  to  be  feariesslT 
for  7  millions,  only  5  millions  really  and  frankly  told.     We  have  indi- 
went  to  Egypt ;  and  of  the  final  cated  what  stamp  of  man  was  the 
32  million  loan  in  1873,  little  more  borrower-in-chief,  the  ex-Khedive. 
than  20  millions  left  this  country.  The  financiers  of  Paris  and  LondoSy 
The  money  that  did  go  to  Egypt  who  pandered  to  his  fabuloos  extra- 
was  not  made  a  very  exemplary  vaganoe,  were  pretty  well  exposed 
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in  the  investigations  of  the  famous  bond  fide  suhscriber,  the  syndicate 
Foreign  Loans  Commission  of  ten  had,  in  the  third  stage  of  the  tran- 
or  eleven  years  ago.  Messrs.  Fruh-  saction,  various  material  ad  van- 
ling  and  Goschen,  the  bankers  for  tages.  If  the  price  to  the  public 
the  first  two  loans — those  of  1862  was  93,  the  syndicate  would  have 
and  1864  came  out  of  the  ordeal  secured  beforehand  an  option  to 
unscathed,  all  their  transactions  take  all  it  wanted  at,  say,  88. 
having  been  legitimate  and  above-  While  the  public  paid  their  93  in 
board ;  but  their  successors  seem  cash,  the  syndicate  would  pay 
to  have  had  peculiar  methods  of  their  88  in  paper  purchased  at 
business,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  65.  When  the  loan  was  a  suc- 
The  regular  agency  commissions,  cess,  the  syndicate  behind  the 
which  shoul^  have  satisfied  most  scenes  would  quietly  increase  their 
men,  were  the  smallest  part  of  subscriptions,  and  compel  the  pub- 
tbeir  spoil.  They  manipulated  the  lie  to  buy  in  the  open  market  at 
markets  at  the  expense  of  the  pub-  an  artificial  premium.  In  other 
lie,  and  they  extracted  from  the  words,  they  could  fleece  the  lenders 
«x- Khedive  all  the  usual  extras  with  one  hand,  and  the  spend- 
that  a  professional  money-lender  thrift  borrower  with  the  other, 
levies  on  his  spendthrift  chents.  Under  this  pleasant  system  Ismail 
An  Egyptian  loan  of  this  period  Pasha  borrowed,  between  1862  and 
generally  passed  through  three  1873,  rather  more  than  68  millions 
stages.  In  the  first,  advances  were  sterling, — fully  as  much  as  the  total 
required  by  the  Treasury  for  cur-  revenue  of  Egypt  in  the  same 
rent  expenses,  yhey  were  obtained  period.  But,  as  has  been  said,  he 
from  the  banks  or  wholesale  received  only  some  45  millions  in 
usurers  at  Cairo,  who  charged  hard  cash  ;  and  when  he  defaulted 
from  12^  to  25  per  cent  interest  in  1875,  there  had  been  repaid  in 
on  them,  according  to  the  necessi-  interest  more  than  35  millions 
ties  of  the  Government.  As  the  sterling.  Meanwhile  the  capital 
Treasury  bonds  accumulated  they  of  the  debt  had  increased  to  72 
declined  in  value,  and  at  times  of  millions  sterling, 
severe  financial  pressure  they  have  It  is  due  to  the  Egyptian  people, 
fallen  as  low  as  65.  This  was  as  well  as  to  bond  fide  bondholders, 
the  chrysalis  stage  of  the  loan,  to  have  these  facts  distinctly  un- 
generally  distinguished  as  the  derstood.  In  its  inception  and 
^'floating  debt"  period.  The  second  growth  the  public  debt  of  Egypt 
stage  opened  with  the  negotiations  was  one  of  the  greatest  political 
in  Fans  and  London  for  "funding  iniquities  known  to  this  genera- 
the  floating  debt,'.'  as  it  was  hu-  tion.  It  was  contracted  without 
morously  called.  The  financiers,  theslightestreference  to  the  wishes 
while  they  were  driving  the  hardest  or  the  interests  of  the  Egyptian 
bargain  they  could  with  Ismail's  people.  Only  16  millions  out  of  a 
agents,  bought  up  in  Cairo  the  total  of  68  millions  was  expended 
depreciated  Treasury  bonds,  which  on  what  has  any  claim  to  be  oon- 
they  knew,  of  course,  would  be  paid  sidered  a  work  of  public  utility. 
off  if  the  intended  new  raid  on  Many  millions  of  it  went  into  the 
investors  should  succeed.  To  mini-  privy  purse  of  the  ex-B[hedive,  and 
mise  risk  and  simplify  matters,  it  was  spent,  as  we  have  indicated,  in 
was  sometimes  stipulated  that  the  bribery,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ''ropes 
Treasury  bonds  should  be  received  of  pearls "  gallantly  bestowed  on 
4M  oash  in  payment  of  subscriptions,  opera-singers.  In  1875  the  bubble 
As    compared  with  the  innocent  burst.    Ismail  Pasha,  shut  off  from 
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his  foreign  sources  of  supply  by  The  scheme  of  a  European  Con- 
the  scandalous  disclosures  of  1873,  trol  Department  thus  mooted  in 
could  no  longer  raise  the  five  mil-  1876  was  highly  approved  at 
lions  sterling  a  year  of  interest  for  Paris,  but  it  found  no  favour  at 
which  he  had  made  Egypt  liable,  the  British  Foreign  Office.  Lord 
The  bondholders  met  and  stormed,  Derby,  our  then  Foreign  Minister,, 
as  bondholders  always  do  at  such  was  tne  man  above  all  others  qual- 
disagreeable  junctures.  They  passed  ified  to  forecast  the  consequencea 
and  recorded  the  usual  resolution  to  of  such  a  dubious  proposal.  His- 
haveathorough  investigation  of  the  superhuman  caution  saved  him 
bankrupt's  affairs.  A  representa-  from  yielding  an  inch  to  the  new 
tive  of  the  highest  social  position  doctrine  which  was  being  urged  on 
and  the  most  trustworthy  charac-  him  of  the  duty  of  the  Government 
ter  was  needed  to  go  to  Cairo.  The  to  protect  the  private  interests  of 
then  paymaster  of  her  Majesty's  its  subjects  abroad.  He  categori- 
Forces,  the  late  Mr  Stephen  Cave,  cally  refused  to  have  anything  to- 
was  invited  to  undertake  the  mis-  do  with  the  **  International  (Tom- 
sion,  and  he  carried  it  out  very  mission,"  which  was  the  next  pro- 
ably.  Most  of  the  figures  above  posal.  But  lest  he  should  be  con- 
quoted  are  from  his  exhaustive  sidered  too  cold-blooded,  he  made  a 
and  edifying  report.  He  gave  the  concession  to  the  distressed  bond- 
bondholders  clearly  to  understand  holders  :  he  **  lent "  them  a  Brit- 
that  only  the  strictest  economy  and  ish  official,  Mr  Rivers  Wilson,  to- 
prudence  on  the  part  of  the  Egyp-  represent  them  on  the  Commis- 
tian  Government  could  secure  their  sion,  and  he  authorized  our  Consul- 
interest  for  them  out  of  the  normal  General  at  Cairo  to  grant  *'*'  such 
revenue  of  the  country.  The  next  unofficial  assistance  as  he  possibly 
question  was  how  to  get  such  un-  could."  Here  Lord  Derby,  from 
known  and  uncongenial  virtues  as  his  own  point  of  view,  may  be 
economy  and  prudence  introduced  fairly  thought  to  have  madeamis- 
at  Cairo.  It  was  proposed  to  form  take.  In  these  matters  there  is  sel- 
a  European  Control  Department,  dom  a  safe  middle  course.  Unofficial 
whose  business  it  should  be  '*  to  se-  diplomacy  is  as  much  a  contradic- 
cure  the  punctual  payment  of  the  tion  in  terms  as  unofficial  war,  and 
debt  charges."  This  meant  in  effect  it  generally  has  the  same  issue, 
that  Ismail  Pasha  and  his  Minis-  If  it  is  right  or  prudent  for  a  consul 
ters  were  not  to  be  trusted  with  to  act  at  all  in  a  private  matter, 
such  a  delicate  operation  as  the  he  should  act  officially.  If  it  is 
management  of  an  insolvent  Treas-  not  right  or  prudent,  his  personal 
ury.  If  Egypt  had  been  a  power-  interference  may  be  even  worse 
ful  State,  Ismail  Pasha  would  have  than  his  official  interference.  Mr 
snapped  his  fingers  in  the  face  of  Rivers  Wilson  went  out  to  Cairo 
his  creditors  ;  but,  unhappily  for  at  the  beginning  of  1876,  and 
him,  he  was  only  a  third-rate  de-  made  the  startling  discovery  that 
faulter,  and  there  were  various  the  debt,  including  arrears  of 
ways  of  putting  the  screw  on  him.  interest  and  floating  debt,  now 
It  could  be  done  at  Cairo  or  at  amounted  to  91  millions  sterling ! 
Paris,  but  most  effectively  at  Con-  The  burden  of  the  fellaheen  was  roll- 
stantinople.  The  Sultan  was  only  ing  up  remorselessly.  Lord  Derby,, 
too  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  re-  despairing  of  effectual  help,  with- 
minding  him,  that  brilliant  and  drew  his  unofficial  countenanoe,  and 
enterprising  as  he  was,  he  had  a  Mr  Rivers  Wilson  was  recalled*  The 
suzerain.  bondholders  had  to  take  a  netr 
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departure,  an3  Mr  Goschen  now  pact  of  1876,  out  of  which  arose 
came  to  their  rescue.  His  firm,  the  original  Dual  Control.  The 
as  bankers  for  the  two  first  loans,  causes  of  its  failure,  and  of  the 
had  presented  a  formal  protest  at  political  intervention  thereby  ne- 
Cairo  against  the  non-payment  of  cessitated,  three  years  later,  are 
the  coupons.  It  was  resolved  to  but  too  easily  traced.  The  trust- 
follow  that  up  with  a  special  mis-  estate  was  in  a  much  worse  state 
sion  to  Egypt,  of  such  a  character  than  had  been  suspected  ;  and  the 
as  to  impress  the  Khedive,  whose  bankrupt,  not  to  put  too  fine  a 
^ood  faith  was  not  implicitly  re-  point  on  it,  required  very  dexterous 
lied  on.  Mr  Goschen  agreed  to  go  handling.  The  provision  made  for 
as  the  English  commissioner,  and  the  service  of  the  foreign  debt  was 
his  French  colleague  was  M.  Jou-  ample,  but  the  surplus  left  for 
bert.  They  adopted  drastic  meas-  carrying  on  the  government  of  the 
ures.  Finding  that  Ismael  Sadyk  country  was  utterly  insufficient. 
Pasha,  the  Minister  of  Finance,  In  the  first  year  of  the  Control 
was  hostile  to  them,  they  had  him  (1877)  the  total  revenue  was 
tried  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy  about  9^  millions  sterling.  Of  that 
against  the  Khedive,  and  sent  off  the  bondholders  got  over  7  mil- 
to  the  White  Nile — the  Siberia  of  lions,  partly  as  interest  and  partly 
Egypt.  Ismail  Pasha  then  sur-  as  redemption  of  capital.  The 
rendered  at  discretion,  and  sub-  Turkish  tribute  and  the  interest 
scribed  to  the  commissioners'  on  the  Suez  Canal  shares,  pay- 
terms — European  comptrollers  of  able  to  ^the  British  Government, 
the  revenue,  European  commission-  absorbed  another  niillion,  leaving 
ers  of  the  public  debt,  a  special  the  last  million  and  a  few  odd 
hypothecation  of  the  dues  of  Port  thousand  pounds  for  the  whole 
Alexandria,  and  an  Anglo-French  expenses  of  administration  of 
administration  of  the  State  rail-  400,000  square  miles  of  country, 
way^, — a  complete  financial  control  inhabited  by  6^  millions  of  people, 
of  the  country,  in  short.  Ismail  Pasha,  who  had  all  the 
This,  it  will  be  observed,  was  a  cuteness  of  impecuniosity,  foresaw 
private  contract  between  the  ex-  clearly  enough  how  the  Control 
Khedive  and  his  foreign  creditors,  would  work,  and  how  capital 
The  British  Consul- General  at  might  be  made  out  of  it  for  him- 
Cairo  had  assisted  "  unofficially  "  self.  That  it  should  be  unpopular 
to  carry  it  through,  and,  with  Lord  with  the  natives  was  inevitable, 
Derby's  sanction,  he  afterwards  and  a  word  or  a  hint  from  him 
gave  the  Comptrollers  his  "  un-  could  always  intensify  the  feel- 
oilicial "  support  in  their  difficult  ing.  The  whole  machinery  of  the 
task  of  enforcing  it.  But  there  Government,  from  the  Council  of 
was  no  political  purpose  or  com-  Ministers  to  the  sheik  of  the  small- 
plexion  whatever  in  the  Dual  est  village,  was  cleverly  worked  so 
Control  as  thus  originally  estab-  as  to  bring  odium  on  the  foreign 
lished.  In  all  its  aims  and  cir-  interlopers.  Twice  a-year,  when 
cumstances,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  the  coupons  had  to  be  made  up, 
was  a  financial  arrangement.  The  a  greedy  army  of  tax-gatherers 
plain  practical  facts  were  that  Is-  was  set  on  to  grind  money  out  of 
mail  Pasha,  the  then  virtually  th^oor  fellaheen.  They  were  com- 
absolute  ruler  of  Egypt,  was  bank-  pelled  to  pay  their  taxes  six  mouths 
mpt,  and  put  himself  under  trust,  and  sometimes  twelve  months  in 
Such  was  the  exact  situation  ere-  advance.  If  unable,  their  cattle 
ated  by  the  Groechen- Joubert  com-  were  seized  and  driven  to  market, 


316                             Our  Egyptian  Atrocities.                            [March 

to  be  sold  to  confederates  of  the  the  country  of  over  £30,000  a-year. 

tax-collectors.      Forced  sales  had  Within  twelve  months  it  was  dis- 

also  to  be  made  of  growing  crops,  covered  that  "  the  old   leaven  of 

or  money  had  to  be  borrowed  from  useless  and  corrupt  officials  "  would 

the   village  usurers  at  exorbitant  have  to  .be  weeded  out.     Two  hun- 

interest,  the  speedy  result  of  which  dred  natives  were  accordingly  dis- 

was  ruin  to  the  borrower.     Mean-  placed,    and   about   two   hundred 

while  Ismail  Pasha  rather  enjoyed  more  Europeans  brought  in,raising 

the  role  of  "  sovereign  in  sequestra-  the  foreign  salary  list  by  £60,000 

tion."      He  had  so  far  saved  his  a-year. 

enormous  private  estates,  pur-  This  was  one  of  the  proximate 
chased  to  a  large  extent  with  causes  of  the  anti-foreign  agitation 
public  money,  and  a  good  deal  of  which,  skilfully  fostered  by  Arabi 
it  the  money  of  the  oondholders.  Pasha,  developed  into  the  national 
He  had  likewise  reserved  to  him-  movement  of  1882.  It  played  effec- 
self  perfect  freedom  of  expenditure  tually  into  the  adroit  nands  of 
both  public  and  private.  So  long  Ismail  Pasha,  and  enabled  him  to 
as  the  coupons  were  met,  and  the  pose  before  his  people  as  their 
sinking  funds  maintained,  he  was  champion  against  foreign  oppres- 
free  to  do  as  he  pleased  with  the  sion.  The  time  arrived  when  the 
surplus  revenue.  Asserting  this  Comptrollers  had  to  put  their  foot 
right,  he  refused  resolutely  to  sub-  down,  and  come  to  a  clear  under- 
mit  to  any  control  over  his  expendi-  standing  with  the  Khedive.  In  their 
ture.  However  much  the  Comptrol-  capacity  of  trustees,  they  had  to 
lers  may  have  pitied  the  sufferings  charge  him,  in  the  language  of  the 
of  the  fellaheen,  thev  could  do  Bankruptcy  Court,  with  conceal- 
nothing  to  alleviate  them.  They  ment  of  property.  They  also  claim- 
could  only  receive  the  taxes  as  they  ed  supervision  of  his  expenditure; 
were  collected.  They  had  no  power  and  on  both  points  he  obstinately  re- 
to  check  abuses  of  collection,  or  to  sisted  them.  He  played  for  ahieh 
prevent  the  Khedive  incurring  new  stake,  and  though  he  played  bold- 
debt,  or  to  force  the  Government  ly  as  well  as  cleverly,  he  lost, 
to  attempt  any  reform.  Their  Ismail's  scheme  was  virtually  to 
position  in  the  country  was  from  bring  the  administration  of  the 
first  to  last  invidious  and  un-  country  to  a  standstill,  in  order  to 
fortunate.  The  exactions  which  force  the  Comptrollers  to  release 
their  thankless  office  imposed  on  their  hold  on  the  bondholders' 
them  were  enough  to  make  them  money,  and  prepare  the  way  for  a 
hateful  to  the  people  ;  but  when,  proposal  to  reduce  the  interest  on 
in  addition,  they  had  to  be  the  the  debt.  His  private  debts  and  the 
scapegoats  of  all  the  malpractices  of  domestic  debts  of  the  State  were  be- 
native  officials,  the  situation  soon  ing  sued  for  daily  in  the  interna- 
became  intolerable.  Their  first  tional  courts,  and  executions  were 
attempt  at  a  remedy,  the  in  trod  uc-  being  put  into  the  Khedival  paUce 
tion  of  Europeans  into  the  civil  itself.  The  Comptrollers'  reply  to 
service,  brought  the  disease  rapidly  his  protests  that  the  coupons  ooaid 
to  a  crisis.  Foreign  officials  were  not  be  paid  without  miDing  the 
imported  far  too  freely,  and,  in  the  country  was,  that  he  should  render 
circumstances  of  the  country,  were  an  account  of  the  enormous  private 
extravagantly  paid,  furnishing  an-  estates  he  still  retained,  and  whioh 
other  and  fatal  handle  against  the  had  been  largely  acquired  with  pub- 
Control.  The  Commissioners  and  lie  money.  They  insisted  on  hit 
their  staffs  represented  a  cost  to  appointing  a  commission  with  foil 
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power  to  investigate  the  financial  power.     The  Commission  insisted 

position  of  the  State  both  as  re-  that  he  should  submit  himself  to 

gards    expenditure    and    revenue,  the   condition  of  a  constitutional 

The  Khedive  stood  out  doggedly  monarch,  with  responsible   minis- 

against  interference  with   his  ex-  ters.     Preparatory  to  that,  he  was 

penditure,  and  an  appeal   had   to  required    to    surrender   all    other 

be  made  to  the  controlling  Powers,  Crown   property  in  the   hands  of 

on  the  ground    that  public  order  himself    and    his   family,    and   to 

was  in  grave  danger — as  undoubt-  accept  a  civil  list.     All  this  he  had 

edly  it  was.     The  Treasury  chest  to  yield,  though  much  against  the 

had  been  seized  by  a  foreign  official  grain  ;    and   in   August    1878   he 

under  a  judgment  of  the  court  for  signed   a   document  —  the  Magna 

arrears  of  salary.     The  army,  the  Charta  of   Egypt — affirming   the 

civil  service,  and  even  the  Khedive's  doctrine  of  ministerial  responsibil- 

domestic  servants,  had  got  no  pay  ity.     This  "  Rescript,"  as  it  was 

for  months.     And  all  the  blame  of  called,  of  August  1878,  was  in  effect 

the  fearful  misery  which  the  coun-  a  solemn  engagement  with  the  two 

try  Buffered  was  oeing  laid  by  the  Powers  at  whose   instance  it  was 

Khedive  and  his  creatures  on  the  adopted.      It  gave   them   a   clear 

Comptrollers,  whose  anxiety  was  to  moral  right   to   take  the  extreme 

devise  a  remedy  for  it.     At  length  measure  which  forced  itself  on  them 

the  Consul-General  had  to  submit  in  the  following  year.     Mr  Rivers 

to  the  Foreign  Office  the  alterna-  Wilson  and  the  French  Comptroller 

tive  of  crossing  the  shadowy  line  of  became  members  qji  the  first  Egyp- 

**  unofficial "  assistance,  and  apply-  tian  Cabinet,  and  in  that  capacity 

ing  direct  pressure  to  the  Khedive,  carried  on  the  triangular  duel  with 

or  of  allowing  a  catastrophe  to  pre-  the  Khedive,  which  was  now  com- 

cipitate  itself  on  Egypt.     For  once  ing  to  very  close  quarters.     Ismail 

Lord  Derby  not  only  saw  clearly,  Pasha  fought  his  losing  battle  skil- 

J[)ut  made  up  his  mind  and  struck  fully  to  the  bitter  end.    He  was  full 

home.  of  resource,  and   had  a  powerful 

The  Khedive  was  given  to  under-  weapon  in  his  hand  in  the  National 

stand  that  there  must  be  a  thorough  movement,  which  was  now  assum- 

and   independent  inquiry  into  his  ing  serious  proportions.     His  final 

expenditure.     He  yielded,  and  Mr  stroke  was  delivered  through  the 

Rivers  Wilson  returned  to  Cairo  Assembly  of  Notables,  whom  he 

to  preside   over   the  Commission,  instigated  to  all  kinds  of  interfer- 

Its   proceedings  were   a   series  of  ence  with  the  executive  and  even 

hand -to -hand   contests  with   the  with  the  provincial  administration. 

Bliedive.    The  first  resulted  in  the  This  culminated  in  a  popular  tu- 

dismiss&lof  Cherif  Pasha,  the  most  mult,  headed  by  dismissed  officers 

powerful  bulwark  of  the  old  sys-  of    the   army,   and    at    one   time 

tem.      The  next  raged  round  the  threatening    personal   violence   to 

question  of  the  Crown  lands,  which  Mr    Rivers     Wilson.       In     April 

Sad  been  retained  by  the  Khedive.  1879    the    Khedive   declared    his 

Thia   issued    in   a   compromise —  sympathy  with  the  mob  by  sum- 

the   Khedive   surrendering   about  manly  dismissing  his   two  Euro- 

288,000   acres,  with  a  revenue  of  pean  Ministers.     The  Powers,  who 

nearly  £400,000  per  annum,   and  could  regard  this  in  no  other  light 

being  allowed  to  keep  about  half  than  as  a  defiance,  replied  with  the 

that    quantity.     The    next    and  famous   measure  which   ended   in 

stiffest  fight  was  over  the   limi-  Ismail  Pasha's  deposition. 

tation  of  the  Khedive's  absolute  In  June   1879  the  new  regime 
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began  with  Ismail  Pasha's  son  It  is  important  to  note  here  that 
Tewfik  as  Khedive.  It  is  now  the  first  British  Comptroller  was 
necessary  to  obtierve  carefully  every  Sir  Evelyn  Baring,  who  had  filled 
step  taken  by  the  Powers,  as  they  the  same  post  on  the  old  Control, 
were  no  longer  acting  "  unoffici-  and  who  has  been  the  trusted 
ally,"  but  directly  and  in  their  adviser  of  the  present  Government 
own  names.  The  one  political  act  ever  since  it  had  anything  to  do 
chargeable  on  them  as  regards  Is-  with  Egypt.  This  unimpeachable 
mail  Pasha  was  their  procuring  his  Liberal,  experienced  financier,  near 
deposition.  That  was  no  doubt  relative  of  Lord  Northbrook,  and 
partly  in  the  interest  of  the  bond-  intimate  friend  of  Mr  Gladstone, 
holders,  but  quite  as  much  in  the  was  an  integral  part  of  the  Egyptian 
interests  of  the  Egyptian  people,  "  heritage  of  woe  "  taken  over  from 
for  whom  good  or  even  endurable  the  late  Government.  It  may  have 
government  was  impossible  while  been  specially  for  him  that  Mr 
Ismail  was  intriguing  and  manceuv-  Gladstone  intended  the  warm  eu- 
ring  to  recover  the  arbitrary  power  logy  he  bestowed  on  the  Dual 
which  he  had  been  forced  nominally  Control  in  his  speech  at  Leeds  in 
to  resign.  Up  to  the  end  of  1877  October  1881.  Though  the  Premier 
the  issue  had  been  solely  between  had  been  eighteen  months  in  ofiice 
Ismail  Pasha  and  his  foreign  ere-  he  was  still  playing  the  r6le  of  hu- 
ditors.  In  1878,  and  onward  to  manitarian  statesman,  and  it  suited 
the  deposition  of  Ismail  Pasha,  it  him  to  assure  the  people  of  Leeds 
was  a  question  of  public  safety  that  "  not  only  the  finance  of 
and  order  in  Egypt :  a  question  Egypt,  which  was  in  confusion, 
clearly  affecting  the  Egyptians  had  been  brought  into  order,  but 
more  than  any  one  else.  With  the  peasantry  had  had  great  ad- 
the  accession  of  Tewfik  Pasha,  vantages  introduced  through  the 
however,  an  undeniably  abnormal  European  interference  into  what 
state  of  affairs  begins.  From  that  was  a  system  of  serious  and  griev- 
date  a  state  of  foreign  intervention  ous  oppression." 
existed  on  the  Nile.  Egypt  was  The  second  distinctive  act  of 
placed  under  a  moral  protectorate  foreign  intervention  in  1879  was 
by  the  European  Powers,  with  the  appointment  of  a  new  Financial 
England  and  France  at  their  head.  Commission.  This,  too,  was  avow- 
Any  one  candid  enough  to  accept  edly  political,  and  all  the  great 
the  fact  that  Ismail  Pasha  had  by  Powers  were  represented  on  it  save 
his  extravagance  and  his  general  Russia.  Its  object  was  to  com- 
recklessness  rendered  himself  an  plete  the  interrupted  inquiry  into 
impossibility  as  ruler  of  Egypt,  the  financial  condition  of  the  coun- 
will  not  care  to  waste  further  try,  and  to  frame  a  new  super- 
words  on  the  modn^  operandi  of  vising  authority  on  behalf  of  the 
his  fall.  He  threw  himself  on  his  bondholders.  It  will  be  observed 
fate,  and  there  was  an  end  of  him.  that  it  satisfied  Mr  Gladstone's 
The  Egyptian  question  of  to-day  fundamental  canon  of  foreign 
begins,  therefore,  with  the  advent  policy  —  the  concert  of  Europe, 
of  Tewfik  Pasha.  It  was  attended  The  third  and  most  important  act 
by  three  distinctive  acts  of  foreign  of  the  Powers  in  the  rehabilitation 
intervention.  The  first  was  the  of  Egypt  was  the  Law  of  Liquida- 
re-establishment  of  the  European  tion  framed  by  the  above  Commis- 
Control,  this  time  with  an  avow-  sion.  It  was  an  act  which  for 
edly  political  character,  and  not,  the  first  time  demanded  a  subBtan- 
as  before,  in  an  '^  unofiicial "  sense,  tial  sacrifice  from  the  bondholders. 
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and  conferred  a  real  boon  on  the  where  was  his  "  heritage  of  woe  "  ? 
long-suffering  fellaheen.  It  reduced  —  in  the  Control,  with  his  friend  Sir 
the  interest  on  the  Unified  debt  Evelyn  Baring  at  the  head  of  it  ? 
by  one-third — namely,  from  7  per  in  the  Commission  of  Public  Debt,, 
cent  to  4  per  cent,  and  saved  the  constituted  by  five  of  the  great 
Treasury  over  a  million  and  a  half  Powers  ?  or  in  the  Law  of  Liquida- 
sterling  per  annum.  This  is  the  one  tion,  which  relieved  the  Egyptian 
instance  of  foreign  intervention  on  people  of  a  million  and  a  half  ster- 
behalf  of  the  unfortunate  people  ling  per  annum  of  liabilities  which 
who  are  the  most  innocent  as  they  could  not  meet? 
well  as  the  mo»t  helpless  victims  Whatever  he  may  discover  now 
of  these  complications.  in  his  unfathomable  conscience,  the 
When  Mr  Gladstone  came  into  proof  is  abundant  enough  that  Mr 
office  he  had  these  three  facts  before  Gladstone  accepted  his  heritage  of 
him — the  re-established  Control,the  woe  in  Egypt  very  calmly.  So  far 
Commission  of  Public  Debt,and  the  as  the  published  Blue-Books  show,. 
Law  of  Liquidation.  Two  of  them  it  caused  him  very  little  anxiety 
— the  Commission  of  Public  Debt  during  his  first  eighteen  months 
and  the  Law  of  Liquidation — were  in  office.  With  the  exception  of 
international  engagements,  placed  two  sets  of  correspondence  tabled 
under  the  sanction  of  that  highest  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  first  ses- 
of  all  moral  authorities,  the  con-  sion  of  1880,  and  the  report  of  the 
cert  of  Europe.  Lord  Salisbury  Law  of  Liquidation,  also  a  legacy 
could  not  have  prevented  them  of  his,  there  is  nothing  but  a  few 
coming  into  existence,  either  with  consular  reports  to  indicate  what 
or  without  our  participation.  He  was  going  on  in  Egypt  from  the 
would  have  been  opposing  a  gener-  spring  of  1880  to  the  autumn  of 
ous  act  to  the  Egyptian  people  1881.  So  far  as  our  Foreign 
had  he  done  so.  Mr  Gladstone  Office  is  concerned,  these  eighteen 
could  never  have  thought  for  a  months  are  a  blank  in  the  history 
moment  of  repudiating  them.  He  of  Egypt.  The  country  does  not 
would  have  been  violating  the  seem  to  have  existed,  for  certain 
concert  of  Europe,  and  inflicting  statesmen,  who  were  bending  the 
a  wanton  wrong  on  Egypt,  had  he  whole  strength  of  their  intellects  to- 
made  the  attempt.  But  there  was  the  setting  up  of  Land  Courts  in 
one  way  in  which  he  might  very  Ireland,  which  Mr  Parnell  and  Mr 
easily  have  marked  his  disapprov-  Henry  George  will  very  probably 
al  of  the  policy  of  his  predeces-  knock  down  again  within  ten  years, 
sors.  If  he  had  seen  any  rea-  In  these  eighteen  months  that 
son  for  declining  the  **  heritage  Mr  Gladstone  devoted  to  landlord- 
of  woe,"  he  might  have  with-  killing  and  general  confiscation  in 
drawn  his  friend  and  confidant,  Sir  Ireland,  his  Nemesis  was  sowing 
Evelyn  Baring,  from  the  new  Con-  on  the  Nile  the  seeds  of  a  frightful 
trol.  That  institution  was  still  in  retribution.  It  is  a  baleful  but 
its  infancv.  It  was  hardly  twelve  clearly  provable  fact,  that  Mr 
months  old,  and  the  French  Gov-  Gladstone's  heroic  ecstasies  of  re- 
ernment  would  have  been  only  too  form  are  invariably  followed  by 
happy  to  carry  it  on  alone.  Can  any  some  cruel  disenchantment  abroad, 
one  conceive  of  such  an  absurdity  that  costs  the  country  tenfold,  or 
as  that  Mr  Gladstone  ever  for  a  even  a  hundredfold,  the  value  of  the 
moment  thought  of  withdrawing  parliamentary  curries  with  which 
from  the  Control,  and  leaving  Kadicals  love  to  have  their  palatea 
Egypt  to  France  ?    If  he  did  not,  fired   by  him.       In   1853  he  ex- 
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pected  the  world  to  stand  still  un-  know     everything,    have    known 

til  he  had  rendered  the  great  ser-  nothing  at  all."    Who,  indeed,  was 

vice  to  humanity  of  reforming  the  to  learn  anything  from  a  Govem- 

income-tax.        A    little    of    the  ment    whicn    did    not    publish    a 

absorbing  attention  given  to  that  single  despatch  relating  to  Egypt 

high  theme  might  have  saved  us  for  almost  two  years,  and  whicn, 

from  the  Crimean  war.     In  1860  on  the  brink  of  one  of  the  worst 

the  gates  of  the  millennium  were  because  most  humiliating  and  irre- 

to    be     unlocked    by    means    of  parable  disasters  in   our  history, 

-c^ommercial  treaties.     But  in  1861  confessed  through  its  head  that  it 

we   were    within   an   ace  of   war  was   in  a  state  of  helpless  igno. 

with   the   United   States  ;   and  in  ranee  ?      Not  yet  six  months  ago 

1865,    when    Bismarck    appeared  Mr   Gladstone,  in   addressing  his 

on   the   scene.   Lord   Russell   and  constituents,  thought  so  little  of 

Mr  Gladstone  ignobly  escaped  from  the  Egyptian  question  as  to  honour 

a  disastrous  collision  with  him  by  it  with  only  half  a  dozen  sentences, 

leaving  Denmark  to  do  the  fight-  sandwiched   between    his    threats 

ing.     In  1870,  when  the  agrarian  against  the  House  of  Lords  and 

afflatus  was  strong  on  our  domestic  his  wailings  over  obstruction  in 

Isaiah,   he  had  evidently   not  the  the    House    of    Commons.       The 

slightest  conception  that  there  was  whole  difficulty  he  brushed  aside 

such  a  thing  looming  in  the  near  by  setting  it  down  to  Lord  Salis- 

f uture  as  the  German  Empire.  bury's  "  meddlesome  disposition," 

One  of  the  kindest  acts  Provi-  for  which,  however.  Lord  Salisbury 

dence  ever  did  to  this  country  was  was  rather  to  be  pitied  than  blameo. 

having  arranged  that  Lord  Beacons-  Shades  of  Chatham  !  that  anything 

field  and  not  Mr  Gladstone  should  calling  itself  statesmanship  should 

be  in  power  on  the  eve  of  the  Russo-  so  complacently  worship  the  verbal 

Turkish  war.  Mr  Gladstone,  if  then  rubbish    of    parliamentary    logic- 

in  office,  would  very  probably  have  chopping,  while  the  lives  of  brave 

been  lashing  up  the  enthusiasm  of  men  and  the  honour  of  a  great 

the  Caucus  on  behalf  of  the  county  nation  are   being    trodden  under 

franchise,  or  against  the  House  of  foot  by  savages  for  want  of    a 

Lords.    At  a  critical  moment  some  strong  firm   hand  reached  out  to 

step  might  have  been  taken,  with-  them  in  time  !      More  wonderful, 

out  the  knowledge  of  Parliament,  more  intolerable  still,  that    even 

or  the  faintest  suspicion   on   the  half-a-dozen     persons    should     be 

part  of  the  country,  which  would  found  in  an  intelligent  community 

have  plunged  all  Europe  into  the  to  prefer  the  fatal  rhetoric  which 

fray.    The  excuse  for  it  would  have  tickle?  their  ears  while  an  enemy 

been  —  to    use  words  which    Mr  i3  striking  at  their  hearts,  to  the 

Gladstone,  when   last  in  Mid-Lo-  real  statesmanship  which  wards  off 

thian,  actually  applied  to  Egypt —  danger  without  prating  about  it ! 
"  We  have  been   compelled  con-        Gordon  sacrificed,  the  flower  of 

stantly  to  come  to  decisions  with-  our  army  lying  in  the   jaws  of 

out  that  full  and  adequate  know-  death  on  the    Upper  Nile,  fifteen 

ledge  which  alone  can  form  a  satis-  or  it   may  be  twenty  millions  of 

factory  basis  for  political  action,  money  lost  through    being  a  few 

We  have  not  known  as  much  as  days  too  late,  another  twenty,  or, 

we  desire   to   know  of  Egyptian  for  aught  we  know,  fifty  milliona 

affairs.     The  public  out  of  doors  more  to  spend  in  rescuing  the  too 

naturally  has  known  still  less,  and  late  rescuers  of  Gordon — and  what 

our    opponents    who    profess    to  will  there  be  to  show  for  it  when 
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the  final  balance  is  struck  ?  Is  on  them  a  share  of  his  responsi- 
Egypt  a  gainer  by  our  blind,  be-  bility.  France  stood  out  for  the 
wildered  sacrifices  of  blood  and  bondholders,  and  Earl  Granville 
treasure  ?  Will  she  be  one  iota  the  broke  up  the  Conference  rather 
better  for  the  deaths  of  those  near  than  openly  sacrifice  the  fellaheen, 
and  dear  to  us,  whose  bones  are  Since  then  M.  Ferry  has  learned 
whitening  on  the  desert?  No;  a  lesson  from  Prince  Bismarck, 
Egypt  too  is  a  victim.  She  has  and  practised  with  brilliant  effect 
sacrificed  even  more  bitterly  his  tactics  on  the  "squeezable" 
than  ourselves,  to  the  Moloch  of  champions  of  the  oppressed  at  St. 
sophisticated  verbosity, which  gives  James's.  As  his  difiSculties  in- 
us  words  instead  of  deeds,  which  creased,  Earl  Granville  lowered  hi& 
is  always  overflowing  with  fine  ultimatum  a  point  or  two.  He 
sentiments  but  has  never  a  policy,  would  be  content  now  with  a  half 
Egypt  has  her  dead  to  mourn  over,  per  cent  reduction  on  the  interest 
her  rained  trade  to  deplore,  her  of  the  Unified  debt  only — fully 
heavy  burdens  to  bear,  which  elo-  half  the  total  amount — and,  at  the 
quent  words  and  fine  sentiments  same  time,  he  would  stand  to  all 
can  never  lighten.  Egypt,  like  the  original  concessions  on  his 
Grordon  and  the  British  tax-payer,  own  side  —  European  control,  the 
has  been  betrayed.  As  the  crown-  complete  neutralisation  of  the  Suez, 
ing  stroke  of  his  diplomacy,  Lord  Canal,  and  the  limitation  of  our  stay 
Oranville  has  surrendered  every  in  Egypt.  These  tempting  baits 
concession  on  her  behalf  that  he  were  still  dangled  within  reach  of 
professed  to  fight  for  at  the  Con-  M.  Ferry,  though  the  quid  pro  quo 
lerence,  and  to  be  still  fighting  for  from  him  was  to  be  cut  down  by 
in  his  private  negotiations  with  more  than  one-half.  M.  Ferry 
France.  The  French  Ministry  re-  thought,  however,  that  with  a  little 
presented  the  bondholders,  who  more  "squeezing"  he  might  do  still 
wanted  their  pound  of  flesh.  Lord  better,  and  he  was  right.  He  made 
Granville  was  to  be  the  cham-  a  counter-proposal  as  to  the  interest 
pion  of  the  fellaheen,  ground  on  the  Unifiea  debt.  Instead  of  re- 
down  with  taxes,  and  looking  to  ducingthe  4  per  cent  to  3^  per  cent 
the  special  friend  of  humanity,  Mr  for  an  indefinite  tim^,  he  would 
Gladstone,  for  help.  He  insisted  agree  to  a  tax  of  5  per  cent  on  the 
that  the  bondholders  should  con-  4  per  cent  for  two  years.  In  other 
tribute  to  the  sacrifices  which  had  words,  he  offered  Earl  Granville 
become  necessary  on  all  sides.  At  one-twentieth  instead  of  one-eighth, 
first  they  were  to  be  called  on  for  or,  in  actual  money,  £lll,198j)er 
a  remission  of  one-half  per  cent  annum  instead  of  £280,000  !  This 
interest  both  on  the  Preference  is  on  a  par  with  Lord  Derby's  huck- 
and  the  Unified  debt  —  not  an  stering  with  the  Australian  colo- 
unreasonable  reduction,  consider-  niesfor£15,000,  when  they  wanted 
ing  the  financial  state  of  the  to  save  New  Guinea  from  Prince 
country.  Lord  Granville  at  last  Bismarck.  While  Earl  Granville 
year's  Conference  offered  to  the  was  fighting  with  M.  Ferry  for 
Powers  tempting  inducements  to  £111,198,  Lord  Wolseley  was 
meet  him  even  half-way  on  that  spending  fully  as  much  per  day  in 
point.  He  would  have  virtually  dragging  our  army  over  cataracts 
surrendered  our  position  in  Egypt  rather  tnan  lead  them  along  a 
and  the  whole  fruits  of  the  cam-  straight  road.  M.  Ferry  is  natur- 
paign  of  1882,  if  the  Powers  had  ally  delighted  at  having  pulled  the 
only  oome  to  his  relief  and  taken  bondholders  through  with  a  trump- 
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ery  loss  of  about  £100,000  a-year,  most  ardent  republican  who  is  the 
out  of  a  total  of  4^  millions.     As  best    judge    of    republicanism  in 
a  finishing  stroke  of  irony  on  the  others.     Gambetta   proposed  that 
jelly-fish  friend  of  the  fellaheen,  he  the  two  Powers  should  send  each 
stipulated  that  the  5  per  cent  tax  an  ironclad  to  Alexandria,  osten- 
on  the  coupons  should  be  return-  sibljr  as  a  counter-demonstration 
able  when  the  Egyptian  Treasury  against   the  Turkish    mission    to 
was  in  a  position   to  do  so !     A  Cairo.  Another  pretext  was  found 
minister  like  Lord  Palmerston  or  for  it  afterwards,  but  that  was  the 
Mr  Canning  would  have  been  apt  original  one.     Our  Consul -General 
to  reply   to  such  a  proposal  that  at   Cairo  foresaw   the    dangerous 
it  was  difficult   to  distmguish    it  effect    this    might    have    on    the 
from   a  gratuitous  insult.      Lord  Egyptian  people,  then  madly  ex- 
^ranville  swallowed  it  as  the  Cura-  cited  against  the  army  of  foreign 
90a  after  a  feast  of  leeks.  officials  which  the  new  Controllers 
With  this  grand  climax  to  our  had  let  loose  on  them.     He  tele- 
Egyptian  benefactions, we  may  now  graphed  to  London  that  '^  the  de- 
make  up   the  four  years'  account  monstration "  (Mr.  Gladstone's  fa- 
and  see  how  it  looks  as  a  whole,  vorite  recipe  for  all  foreign  trou- 
As  a  standard  of  comparison,  let  bles,    a  '^  naval    demonstration  ^ 
us  recall   for  a  moment  the  final  ^' implied  danger  to  Alexandria,  and 
boon  of  the  late  Government  to  the  was  calculated  to  cause  agitation 
fellaheen.      Under    the    Law    of  and  disturbance  among  the  whole 
Liquidation    originated    by    Lord  Arab  population,  and  not  improb- 
:Salisbury,  the  annual  charges  on  the  ably  might  lead  to  a  general  revoki' 
public  debt  of  Egypt  were  reduced  ^ton."    But  Gambetta,  of  course, 
by  a  million  and  a  half  sterling — the  knew  better  than  a  Consul-General. 
one  solid  and  substantial  measure  He  intended  that  the   '^  naval  de- 
of  relief  which  the  fellaheen  owe  monstration "  should  be  followed 
to  foreign  intervention.    Mr  Glad-  up  ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
«tone,   after  ignoring  their  exist-  when  a  new  assembly  which  had 
ence  for  eighteen  months,  had  his  been   elected    under  the  influence 
attention  rudely  called  to  the  fact  of  Arabi  Pasha  was  about  to  meet, 
by  Arabi  Pasha's  first  rising  in  Sep-  he  proposed  that  the  two  Powers 
tembcr  1881,  when  the  Khedive's  should  make  it  perfectly  clear  they 
palace  was  surrounded  by  a  mob  of  would  stand   no  nonsense.       His 
mutinous  soldiers,   who  had  been  plan   was  to    address    to  Tewfik 
"  retrenched  "  by  the  new  Control.  Pasha  a  joint  note,  intimating  to 
That  was  the  first  shot  fired  by  the  him,  and  through  him  to  the  Na- 
National    movement,    but  it  had  tionalists,  that  the  Powers  were 
already  formulated  a  distinct  and  resolved  to  strengthen  his  position 
comprehensive  programme,  which  and  repress  disorder. 
Mr  Gladstone  might  have  seen  in  That    was     virtually,    as    Earl 
the  Consul-General's  reports  of  the  Granville  could  not  fail  to  see,  a 
day,  had  he  felt  the  slightest  in-  declaration   of  war  to  the  knife 
terest  in  the  subject.    But  Mr  Glad-  against    the  National   movement. 
stone   had   evidently   never    been  He  boggled  at  it,  but  influence  was 
able   to   spare  five  minutes   to  it  brought  to   bear  on  him  through 
from  his  Irish  Land  Act,  and  his  the  negotiations  for  the  renewal  of 
anti-obstruction    rules.      He    was  the   French    Commercial    Treaty, 
glad,  no  doubt,  to  leave  it  in  the  which  were  then  in  a  critical  state, 
hands  of  his  friend  Gambetta,  who  MrGladstonewas  not  going  to  saori- 
showed  that  it  is  not  always  the  fice  such  a  sop  for  the  Chambers  of 
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Commerce  to  a  sentimental  scruple  ing  a  loan  to  pay  for  the  wan- 
about  Egypt.  On  the  6th  January  ton  destruction  committed  on  an 
1882,  the  Dual  Note  was  despatch-  open  commercial  port  by  British 
€d  to  Cairo,  and  the  "  heritage  of  ironclads.  The  bombardment  of 
woe  "  began  to  bear  its  appropriate  Alexandria  was  certainly  the  most 
fruit.  But  let  Mr  Gladstone's  expensive  act  of  buccaneering  in 
countrymen  observe  where  it  came  the  history  of  the  world,  and  the 
from,  and  how.  The  testator  was  poor  fellaheen  have  to  pay  for  it. 
not  Lord  Beaconsfield  or  Lord  Item  second,  we  smasned  up 
Salisbury.  It  was  M.  Gambetta,  Arabi  Pasha  at  Tel-el-Kebir  at  a 
and,  strangely  enough^  it  was  one  of  cost  to  ourselves  of  an  extra  three- 
the  last  acts  of  his  short-lived  Ad-  halfpence  on  the  income-tax,  and 
ministration.  He  put  Mr  Glad-  to  the  fellaheen  of  at  least  two 
stone  on  the  fatal  Avemian  slope,  millions  sterling.  Item  third,  we 
which  landed  us  in  the  bombard-  saddled  Egypt  with  an  army  of 
•ment  of  Alexandria,  the  war  of  occupation,  which  we  charge  for  at 
1882,  the  Suakim  campaign  of  the  rate  of  £300,000  a-year,  all  to 
1884,  the  Nile  expedition,  the  fall  be  extracted  as  we  best  can  from 
of  Khartoum,  and  the  unknown  the  fellaheen.  Item  fourth,  we 
fate  of  Gordon.  These  events  fol-  have,  since  1880,  saddled  Egypt 
lowed  in  logical  and  irresistible  with  a  civilian  army  of  foreign 
sequence  from  the  Dual  Note  of  officials,  more  costly  even  than  our 
January  1882.  Their  development  troops.  In  March  1882,  three 
cannot  be  better  described  than  in  months  before  the  riots  in  Alex- 
words  which  will  be  familiar  to  andria,  the  number  of  foreigners 
every  elector  of  Mid-Lothian,  Mr  in  the  Egyptian  service  was  1325, 
Gladstone  having  used  them  there  and  their  salaries  aggregated 
only  a  few  months  ago.  "  There  £376,000  a-year.  Sir  Evelyn  Bar- 
is  not  a  step  we  have  taken  which  ing,  in  the  financial  report  pre- 
has  not  been  the  rigid,  the  inexor-  pared  for  the  Conference  last  year, 
able  consequence,  one  linked  to  the  acknowledged  as  among  the  most 
other  by  chains  which  cannot  be  crying  abuses  of  the  country,  that 
broken;  which  has  not  been  the  it  was  being  governed  to  death  by 
absolute  and  necessary  consequence  functionaries  native  and  foreign, 
of  that — I  do  not  say  guilty,  be-  In  1880,  the  whole  number  of  pub- 
cause  it  was  well  intended,  but  lie  employees,  he  said,  was  14,254; 
— most  unhappy  and  unfortunate  and  in  1883,  it  had  increased  to 
proceeding."  17,490,  or  nearly  20  per  cent  in 
Such  is  the  noble  array,  the  as-  three  years.  There  had  been  in 
cending  series,  of  our  benefactions  the  interval  a  great  crowd  of  old 
to  a  down-trodden  and  oppressed  officials  pensioned  off,  and;the  pen- 
people.  By  the  bombardment  of  sion-list  had  grown  from  £208,000 
Alexandria,  an  outrage  which  no  to  £325,000.  Item  fifth,  we  com- 
other  European  Power  would  join  pletely  demoralised  the  finances 
us  in,  and  which  no  new  rule  of  of  the  country,  raising  the  ex- 
international  law  has  yet  been  in-  penditure  extravagantly  while  the 
vented  to  justify,  we  inflicted  on  main  branches  of  revenue  were 
Efeypt  a  money  loss  of  over  four  falling  off.  The  Egyptian  Budget 
millions  sterling,  in  the  shape  of  of  1884,  submitted  to  the  Con- 
indemnities.  By  way  of  penance  ference,  showed  an  increase  of 
we  have  since  gone  all  round  expenditure,  as  compared  with 
Europe,  hat  ^in  hand,  asking  the  1880,  of  £211,000,  which  Sir 
great  Powers  to  ^oin  us  in   rais-  Evelyn  Baring  thought  might  be 
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reduced  to   £146,000.     This    was  obstruction,  he  would  have  saved 
without  providing  for  the  anny  of  his  own  country  and  Egypt  money 
occupation — another  £300,000;  but  enough  to  buy  every  farm  in  Ire- 
taking  credit  for  £170,000,  saved  land  under  five  acres,  and  make  a 
in  consequence  on  the  native  army  clean  present  of  it  to   the   tenant* 
and  navy.     Our  boasted  financiers  While  he  was  gagging  the  House 
have  achieved  bigger  deficits  than  of  Commons,  Egypt  was  hurrying 
even  Ismail  Pasha  used  to  do  in  his  to    her    ruin,   bombarded  by    his 
stock- jobbing  carnival.  They  began  "friendly"  ironclads,  invaded  by 
the  year  1882  with  Treasury  bal-  his  "  friendly  "  armies,  reduced  to 
ances  of  various   kinds  exceeding  bankruptcy  by  his  "friendly"  Con- 
£400,000.      They  ended  the  year  troll ers,  and  abandoned  at  last  to 
with  a  debtor  balance  of  £463,000.  the  tender  mercies  of  "  friendly  " 
The  actual  deficit,  if  all  its  details  bondholders, 
could  be  got  together,  would  not  Alas!  bad  as  it  is,  that  is  not 
fall  much  short  of  a  million  ster-  the  bitterest  drop  in  this  cup  of 
ling.     In    1883    they    were  more  national  sorrow  and   humiliation, 
than    a  million  and  a  quarter  to  It  is  only  when  we  stand  in  ima* 
the  bad;  and  last  year  they  antici-  gination,  with  uncovered  heads  and 
pated  a  deficit  of  nearly  half  a  mil-  grief -stricken  hearts,  beside  the  un- 
lion.     The  accumulated  deficits  of  known  grave  of  Gordon,  that  we 
the  three   years  acknowledged  by  realise  the  full  evil  of  our   "  med- 
Sir  Evelyn  Baring  are  nearly  two  dling  and  muddling"  on  the  Nile, 
and  three-quarter  millions.     This,  General  Gordon,  the  oriflamme  of 
added   to   the  indemnities,  which  our  Christain  chivalry,  dead! — as- 
exceed  four  millions,  makes  nearly  sassinated  by  the  dagger  of  some 
seven  millions  sterling  piled  on  to  cowardly    traitor  ! — sacrificed    on 
the  Egyptian  debt  as  the  result  of  the  foul  altar  of  stock-jobbery  and 
three  vears  of  British  administra-  cool-blooded  statecraft !  It  is  more 
tion.  With  commendable  foresight  than    this    country    will    endure* 
Earl  Granville  proposes  to  make  the  Ministerial  apologists  may  palliate 
deficiency  loan  nine  millions,  there  the  disgrace  as  they  may,  and  the 
being  reason  to  fear  that  an  equi-  Caucus  may  rally   all  its  soulless 
librium  of  receipts  and  expenditure  forces  to  snield   the  Government 
has  not  yet  been  arrived  at.     It  is  from  just  punishment,  but  their 
a  wonderful  feat  in  finance,  a  truly  hour  of  doom  has  struck.     The 
heroic  lesson  for  the  fellaheen  in  civilised  world  has  passed  sentenoe 
self-government.    And  if  they  do  on  them  without  a  sinele  dissent- 
not   relish   it,  they   may    console  ing   voice,   and   posterity  will  in- 
themselves  with  the  thought  that  dorse  the  verdict  through  all  the 
our  generous  assistance  in  running  ages  that  are  to  come.    Their  own 
them  into  debt  another  nine  mil-  official  correspondence,   mutilated 
lions  will,  before  we  see  the  end  of  and  carefully  edited  as  it  is,  fixes  on 
it,  cost   us  perhaps  fifty  millions,  them  the  responsibility  of  Gordon's 
The  burden  of   the  tragedy  may  fate.  Twelve  months  ago  they  made- 
not  be  so  unequally  divided,  after  an  appeal  to  him,  which  practically 
all — nine  millions  to  Egypt  and  asked   him  for    ninety-nine  in  a 
fifty    millions  to  us.      But  it  is  hundredi  chances  of  his  life.    They 
costly  statesmanship.     If  Mr  Glad-  left  him  for  himself  but  one  poor 
stone  had  bestowed!  half  the  atten-  chance  in  a  hundred;  and  didtney, 
tion  on  the  Dual  Note  of  January  a&men  of  honour,  as  Enffliahmen,  as 
1689  that  he  was  then   giving  to  Christains,  do  all  that  in  them  hty 
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to  gaard  that  one  chance  ?  No  ;  beyond  the  suggestions  contained 
they  did  not.  If  they  think  they  in  General  Gordon's  memorandam 
did,  let  them  explain  Earl  Gran-  of  the  22d  ult.,  by  making  a  spe- 
Tille's  telegrams  to  Sir  Evelyn  cial  provision  for  the  government  of 
Baring,  refusing  to  adopt  any  of  the  country."  Gordon's  reply  was 
€U>rdon's  proposals  for  tne  settle-  characteristically  short  and  de- 
ment of  the  Soudan,  and  yet  beg-  cided.  On  the  26th  February  he 
ging  him  to  remain  a  little  longer  telegraphed  :  "  That  settles  the 
with  his  head  in  the  lion's  mouth.  question  for  me.  I  cannot  suggest 
This  we  know  is  a  cruel  reproach  any  other."  But  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
to  make  to  an  English  Minister,  appears  to  have  pressed  the  pro- 
but  it  is  matter  of  history.  The  posal,  and  to  have  also  suggested, 
Blue-book,  *  Egypt,  No.  12,  1884,'  as  an  alternative,  the  despatch  of 
speaks  for  itself  ;  and  it  tells  a  tale  troops  to  Berber.  On  the  11th 
which,  when'  heard,  as  it  must  be,  March  Earl  Granville  reiterated 
in  Parliament,  will  cause  the  ears  of  his  refusal,  adding  that  neither 
Creneral  Gordon's  countrymen  to  were  the  Grovernment  prepared  to 
tingle  with  indignation.  Gordon  send  troops  to  Berber  ;  but  "  they 
went  to  Khartoum  on  a  very  special  would  be  quite  prepared  to  extend 
mission  ;  and,  as  he  believed,  with  General  Gordon's  appointment  for 
extraordinary  powers  adequate  to  any  reasonable  time  which  may  be 
the  occasion.  The  Government  necessary  to  enable  him  to  carry 
that  appointed  him  had  no  right  out  the  objects  of  his  mission." 
to  be  startled  at  any  proposal  he  Magnanimous  Cabinet  I  It  would 
mieht  make  for  effecting  his  task,  allow  Gordon  to  do  nothing,  and 
If  It  was  too  wild  a  proposal  for  it  would  do  nothing  for  him,  but 
them  to  adopt  promptly  and  ener-  '<  it  was  quite  prepared  to  extend 

fetically,  their  duty  was  tt)  recall  his     appointment  "  I      In  another 

im  at  once,  seeing  they  had  no  pol-  despatcn     (No.     185,     March     1^ 

icy  of  their  own  to  offer  him  instead  1884),    Earl    Granville    expressed 

Gordon,  after  examining  the  situa-  his  real   wish    in    plainer   words  : 

tion,recom  mended  the  appointment  "Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 

of  Zebehr  Pasha  as  Governor  of  the  sire     further     information    as    to 

Soudan.     Colonel  Stewart  indorsed  the  urgency  of  any  immediate  ap- 

this  recommendation ;  and  Sir  Eve-  pointment  of  a  successor  to  Gen- 

lyn  Baring,  in  forwarding  it  to  the  eral  Gt)rdon,    who,  they  trust,  toill 

Government,   expressed    his    own  remain  for  some   time  longer  cU 

opinion   that   Zeoehr  Pasha  "  was  Kliarloum?^      From  a  House  of 

the  only  possible  man."     This  was  Commons  point  of  view,  Gordon 

telegraphed  from  Cairo  to  London  at  Khartoum  was  invaluable.      He 

on  tne  19th   February  1884.      On  was  a  ready  answer  to  all  incon- 

the  22d   February  Earl  Granville  venient  questions,  and  the  "  CLris- 

telegraphed  back  :  "  Her  Majesty's  tian  hero  "  was  an  irresistible  stalk- 

Government  are  of    opinion   that  ing-horse  in   debate.       Therefore 

the  gravest  objections  exist  to  the  Gt)rdon  was  asked  to  keep  his  head 

appointment  by  their  authority  of  in  the  lion's  mouth  I      Let  it  be 

a  successor  to   General  Gordon."  engraven  over  him — "  Who,  they 

Thoueh  he  had  that  very  day  re-  trust,  will  remain  for  som,e   time 

ceived   intelligence  of  the   fall  of  longer  at  Khartoum^      Not  only 

Tokar  and  the  massacre   of    the  thrust    into    the    lion's    den,   but 

garrison,   he   did   not  think  "  the  actually  hand-tied  and  begged  to 

Decessity  had  yet  arisen  of  going  remain  there  to  meet  his  death  ! 
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PLAIN  FRANCES  MOWBRAY. 

CHAPTEE   III. 

Laj)Y    Feances    only  got  back  having  come  in  through  the  back 

from  the  garden  on  the  Gaidecca  of  the  hood.     Surely  dear  Frances 

just  in    time    for    dinner.      The  did  not  find  a  gondola  a  conve- 

Colonel  had    already  arrived,  and  nient  equipage   m    bad   weather  ? 

had  brought  her  a  great  bunch  of  And   was    it    really   necessary   to 

poppies  and  wild  oats  as  an  amende  pay  those  dreadful  old  men  with 

for  his  desertion.     He  was  in  high  crooks,  who  stood  upon  the  steps, 

spirits,    laughing     over    the   pro-  and   pretended    to  help  one  out  ? 

oeedings  of  the  afternoon,  which,  One   of  them   had    insisted   upon 

it  seemed,  had   been  fruitful    of  giving   her   his  hands    yesterday, 

amusing  incident,  though,  except-  though  she  had  tried  hard  to  avoid 

ing  that  some  one  in  making  tea  touching   them, — such    dreadfully 

had  spilt  hot  water  over  somebody  dirty  hands — Frances  couldn't  im- 

else's  feet,   his  sister  was  unable  agine  how  dirty — quite  disgusting  ; 

to  make  out  any  one  in   particu-  and  ear-rings,    too — actually  ear- 

lar.      She  herself  was  even   more  rings — in  his  ears  !  Surely  it  oould 

silent  than  usual  that  evening,  her  not  be    right  to   encourage    Budh 

thoughts  being  still  in  the  garden  mendacity  ?       Her   husband    bad 

by  the  Redentore,  and  with  her  old  made  such  very  strict  rules  about 

friend  there.  Fortunately  Madame  it    in   their    parish,    the    begsmrs 

Facchino  had   not    failed  duly  to  had  been  yery  troublesome  there 

put  in  an  appearance,  and   was  as  at  first,  but  now,  she  was  thankful 

ready   as   usual  to    supply   every  to  say,  there  were  none — not  one. 

possible  social  requirement,  filling  It  couldn't  be  right  to  encouraffe  in 

up  all  awkward  pauses   with  her  other  countries  what  you  wouklii't 

indomitable  and    invaluable  volu-  in  your  own,  could  it — not  logio- 

bility.  ally?  Of  course,  their  being  Roman 

There  was  another  visitor,  a  dis-  Catholics,  poor  creatures,  made  a 
tant  cousin  of  the  Mowbrays,  the  difference  ;  but  unless  eome  one 
wife  of  a  Lincolnshire  clergyman,  set  an  example,  how  were  they 
who  was  staying  at  a  pension,  and  ever  to  improve  ?  That  was  what 
who  had  been  asked  that  evening  she  wanted  to  know.  Didn't  dear 
to  dinner  from  a  feeling  of  family  Frances  quite  agree  with  her  ? 
obligation.  This  lady  had  only  While  these  complaints  were  being 
lately  arrived  in  Venice,  and  had  poured  into  the  sister's  ears  at  one 
a  great  many  complaints  to  make  end  of  the  room,  Madame  Facchino 
— so  many,  that  after  dinner  Lady  was  entertaining  tHk  brother  by 
Frances  found  it  as  much  as  she  singing  to  him  at  the  other.  It 
could  do  to  listen,  and  endeavour,  was  a  large  room — so  large  that 
as  far  as  she  could,  to  respond  to  much  of  the  sound  and  most  of  the 
them.  '^  Did  it  generally  rain  as  sense  was  lost  in  the  transit  across 
much  as  it  had  done  during  the  it.  The  music  began  at  the  piano- 
last  week  ?  she  wished  to  know,  forte,  but  after  a  while  Madame 
She  had  been  out  in  a  boat  all  yes-  Facchino  duly  produced  her  mando- 
tcrday,  and  had  twice  had  to  come  lin,  and  the  two  adjourned  to  the 
and  change  her  stockings,  the  water  balcony,  which  the  warmth  of  the 
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evening  rendered  tempting,  and  to  have  them  brought  under  her 
whence  the  sounds  whi^h  pene-  own  eyes  !  Her  French  was  not 
trated  to  the  listeners  were,  of  of  sufficiently  modernised  a  type 
course,  yet  more  faint  and  inter-  for  her  to  follow  the  words  of  the 
mittent.  The  stream  of  Mrs  Mow-  song,  fortunately  perhaps;  but  the 
bray's  complaint,  beginning  after  general  import  and  drift  was  suffi. 
a  time  to  run  thin,  Lady  Frances  ciently  evident,  and  she  turned 
proposed  to  follow  them,  and  ac-  away,  speechless,  appalled, 
cordingly  moved  across  the  room  "  Upon  Sunday,  too  !  Oh,  I  fear, 
for  that  purpose.  I   fear  that  they  have  forgotten 

The  balcony,like  many  in  Venice,  what  the  day  is,  Frances  I  "  she 
was  partly  covered  in  on  one  side,  said  in  a  tone  of  shocked  and 
and  a  large  red  sofa  had  been  placed  awed  hostility. 
at  this  end.  It  was  rather  dark,  Lady  Frances  blushed  as  if  she 
and  the  entrance  to  it  narrow,  too  had  been  accused  of  Sabbath- 
so  that  the  approach  of  the  two  breaking.  To  tell  the  truth,  she 
ladies  was  at  first  unperceived  l>y  had  partly  forgotten  herself  what 
those  without.  The  Colonel  was  the  day  was,  in  spite  of  having  been 
luxuriously  established  nearly  at  to  church,  which  some  people  think 
full  length  upon  the  sofa,  a  cigar,  is  chiefly  useful  as  a  remembrance 
ette  between  his  lips,  his  magnifi-  of  that  fact.  As  to  the  singing  of 
cent  auburn  beard,  barely  touched  secular  songs,  and  the  smoking  of 
with  grey,  spread  out  in  wide  lux-  many  cigarettes,  those  were  Vene- 
uriance  over  his  shirt  front,  his  face  tian  institutions,  which,  puritani- 
beaming  with  good-humour  and  cally  inclined  as  she  was  herself, 
amusement.  Iliutdame  Facchino,  she  had  long  learnt  to  look  upon 
perched  upon  the  cushioned  ledge  as  so  much  a  matter  of  course, 
of  the  balustrade,  with  a  yellow  Snndayst  or  week-days,  as  the 
soarf,  twisted  as  a  precautionary  eating  of  one's  dinner.  She  did, 
measure  around  her  tousled  locks,  after  a  while,  summon  her  brother, 
was  singing  a  French  song  with  a  and  -set  him  to  explain  to  Mrs 
marvellous  rattle  and  rot^a(f<e of  the  Mowbray,  how  she  was  to  get  to 
words  over  her  tongue,  now  and  Trieste,  and  what  particularly  she 
then  bringing  down  her  hands —  was  to  see  when  she  got  there;  but 
thumbs,  fingers,  backs,  fronts,  it  that  matter  settled,  she  allowed 
seemed  indifferent  which  —  and  him  to  slip  away  again  to  his  bal- 
producing  a  wild  not  always  per-  cony,  his  cigarette,  and  his  song, 
f  ectly  harmonious  twang  out  of  the  She  had  been  used  to  act  as 
instrument,  her  white  teeth  gleam-  breakwater  between  him  and 
ing,  her  small  green  eyes  twinkling  the  bores  of  life  for  so  long  that 
in  emphatic  appreciation  of  her  it  seemed  only  natural  that  she 
ovfn  strains.  There  was  another  should  continue  to  do  so  to  the 
cigarette,  also  alight,  laid  in  sug-  end  of  the  chapter, 
gestive  proximity  to  her  left  elbow.        A  few  days  later  she  called  upon 

Mrs  John  Mowbray  stopped  short  Mrs  Markham  at  her  hotel,  accord- 
upon  the  threshold  and  gazed  at  ing  to  her  promise  ;  but  that  lady 
the  scene  before  her,  and  then  at  was  out,  so  that  the  visit  only  re- 
her  hostess  with  open-eyed  dismay,  suited  in  the  leaving  of  cards. 
She  had  heard  of  such  doings  before.  About  a  week  after,  however,  the 
her  looks  seemed  to  say,  and  had  visit  was  returned,  and  on  this 
even  read  of  them  in  books,  but  occasion  the  two  ladies  met. 
never,    never,   had   she    expected        Lady  Frances  was  sitting  in  her 
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usual  seat  between  the  fireplace  remained.  When  a  particular  fact 
and  the  window,  which  command-  has  formed  the  central  point  of 
ed  a  view  of  the  entire  apartment  one's  consciousness  for  over  forty 
from  its  entrance,  and  had  there-  years,  it  is  not  so  easy  to  shake  it 
fore  full  time  to  admire  her  state-  off  again  at  will  ! 
ly  visitor  as  she  advanced  be-  The  visit  did  not  last  long,  nor 
tween  the  widely  scattered  pieces  was  it  signalised  by  any  marked 
of  furniture,  which  had  the  air  of  cordiality  on  either  side.  Lady 
forthwith  converting  themselves  Frances's  shyness  took  from  mo- 
into  so  many  specially  devised  back  ment  to  moment  an  additional 
grounds  as  the  way  of  fortunate  coating  of  reserve,  while  the  beau- 
beauty  is.  She  was  a  very  tall  wo-  tiful  visitor's  manners,  if  irre- 
man,  whose  fi^re  had  gained  in  proachable,  were  not  encourag- 
majesty  what  it  had  perhaps  lost  in  mg.  She  did  not,  it  is  true, 
its  first  youthful  grace.  She  was,  condescend  to  Lady  Frances,  or 
as  has  been  said,  wonderfully,  im-  look  pityingly  at  her  clothes,  or 
maculately  blond,  the  features  pl^v  off  any  petty  airs ;  but  she 
rather  too  small  perhaps  for  the  took  little  pains  to  conceal  that 
present  size  of  the  face,  being  al-  she  was  acquitting  j^erself  of  a 
most  classically  perfect,  the  nose  duty,— one  of  those  social  obliga- 
and  chin  especially  so.  The  eyes  tions  which  fall  to  the  lot  of  even 
were  less  striking,  but  the  shape  the  most  fortunately  circumstanced 
of  the  brows  and  of  the  eyelids  of  women,v]ifting  her  white  eye- 
were  modelled  as  if  with  the  hand  li  Is  from  time  to  time  to  utter 
of  a  sculptor.  The  simile  of  some  perfunctory  observation,  and 
an  unusually  large  white  swan  dropping  them  again  with  an  air 
recurred  again  to  Lady  Frances's  of  weariness  before  she  had  re- 
mind, and  it  was  with  something  ceived  the  answers.  Just  as  she 
of  the  air  of  that  stateliest  of  birds  was  getting  up  to  go,  the  Colonel 
that  the  c}-(/(et7an^  Princess  Matrena  appeared  upon  the  scene,  looking 
Vladimirovitch  advanced  towards  rather  excited,  and  explaining  that 
her  hostess,  who  got  up  to  receive  he  had  been  on  his  way  down  the 
her,  but  stood  still,  reddening.  Canal  when  he  had  caught  sight  of 
gatichey — as  shy  as  though  she  were  her  gondola  at  their  door,  and  had 
still  sixteen  years  of  age,  a  prey  to  made  all  haste  in  to  have  the  hon* 
all  that  nervous  discomfiture  which,  our  of  receiving  her.  In  spite  of 
here  at  least  in  her  own  drawing-  thisflattering  assurance,  Mrs  Hark- 
room,mightsurely  have  beenspared.  ham  was  not  to  be  persuaded  to 
It  was,  partly  perhaps,  the  contrast  delay  her  departure  ;  and  all  the 
^— the  sense  of  the  other's  triumph-  Colonel  gaii^^d  by  his  assiduity 
ant  beauty,  her  self. conscious  grace  was  the  satisfaction  of  boing  able 
— which  accelerated  her  discom-  to  escort  her  down  the  staircase, 
fiture.  She  knew,  of  course,  that  which  he  did  with  all  the  air  of 
it  was  utterly  contemptible  to  some  particularly  obeeqaioas  ooar* 
think  about  it, — what,  at  fifty-two,  tier  in  attendance  upon  his  liege 
had  a  woman  got  to  do  with  ugli-  lady. 

ness  or  beauty  ?      What  mattered  Lady    Frances  remained    upoo 

it  whether  she  was  comely  as  Juno,  the   top  of  the  landing,   looking 

or  hideous  as  Hecate  ?  who  cared,  after  them  from  the  window  whk£ 

who  knew,   who   troubled   them-  commanded  the  stairs.      She  felt 

selves?    It  was  all  very  well  to  puzzled,  irritated,   uncomfortable. 

scold  herself,  but    the  sensation  Certainly,  if  Mrs  MArVHf^ni  were 
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a  coquette,  she  was  the  stateliest  to  feel  so?  ought  she  not  rather 
of  coquettes — the  most  composed,  to  wonder  that  something  of  the 
the  least  unbending.  She  hoped  same  kind  had  not  happened  long, 
that  her  brother  might  have  come  long  before  ?  She  went  a  great 
back,  if  only  to  expatiate  upon  deal  to  the  garden  on  the  Guidecca, 
her  perfections;  but  this  he  did  and  sat  hours  at  a  time  with 
not  do,  springing,  instead,  into  her  old  friend,  or  wandered  about 
his  own  gondola,  which  was  wait-  under  the  vine- trellises,  looking 
ing  for  him  at  the  steps,  and  between  the  sun-streaked  leaves 
which  bore  him  away  in  the  di-  at  the  satiny  breadths  of  the 
rection  df  the  Piazzetta.  After  lagune,.  so  gleaming,  so  sensitive, 
this  interchange  of  civilities,  she  so  alive  to  every  breath  of  the 
«aw  nothing  more  of  the  English-  skies;  at  the  fragmentary  islands, 
named  Russian  for  several  weeks,  the  black  clumps  of  piles,  the 
though  indirectly  she  heard  a  good  infinite  play  and  fluctuation  seen 
deal,  as  indeed  did  all  Venice,  across  the  more  solid  foreground 
The  whole  town  took  a  lively  inter-    of  greenery. 

-est  in  the  proceedings  of  th6  mag-  The  Princess  never  again  alluded, 
nifioeot  widow,  about  whose  for-  even  remotely,  to  the  subject  of  her 
tune,  character,  intentions,  a  thoa-  testamentarydispositions;  and  once 
sand  conflicting  rumors  were  in-  when  Lady  Frances  would  herself 
<la8triously  flying.  have  reopened  the  matter,  she  made 

Passing  up  and  down  the  Orand  such  emphatic  demonstrations  of 
Oanal,  Lady  Frances  used  some-  her  intention  then  and  there  to 
times  to  see  her  of  an  afternoon  have  another  attack  of  hysteria, 
holding  a  sort  of  semi-royal  state  that  the  latter  was  forced  to  for- 
Qpon  tne  terrace  of  her  hotel,  sur-  bear,  registering,  however,  a  mute 
rounded  by  a  train  of  devotees,  determination  of  recurring  to  it 
junongst  whom  the  Colonel's  stal-  again  at  a  more  convenient  season, 
wart  proportions  towered  conspicu-  One  afternoon  about  the  middle 
ously.  The  sight  always  gave  her  of  May,  she  chanced  to  return  to 
a  feeling  of  discomfort,  almost  of  the  house  just  as  her  brother  was 
humiliation,  she  hardly  knew  why.  also  arriving  in  his  gondola,  and 
It  was  not  the  sense  of  neglect,  for  the  two  waited  for  one  another 
that  was  quite  a  separate  feeling,  upon  the  steps,  and  went  up- stairs 
It  was  as  though  he  were  doing  together.  The  Colonel  was  in  high 
something  unbecoming, — putting  spirits,  looking  remarkably  hand- 
himself  into  a  category  from  which  some — perfectly  unconscious,  evi- 
he  ought,  according  to  her  own  dently,  of  any  imaginable  cause 
feeling,  to  be  exempt.  for  offence  upon   either  side.     He 

She  saw  little  of  him  in  these  wanted  Frances,  he  said,  to  do 
days,  for  he  was  brimful  of  en-  him  a  favour.  They  were  planning 
gagements  ;  Venetian  custom,  an  expedition  next  day  to  one  of 
which  entails  the  sitting  up,  even  the  islands  in  the  lagune.  Would 
upon  the  smallest  occasions,  until  she  come  too  ?  He  particularly, 
two  or  three  in  the  morning,  most  particularly,  wanted  her  to  do 
obliging  the  votaries  of  its  society  so;  in  fact,  she  must  not  refuse. 
to  make  up  some  portion  of  their  Maitland  Majori banks  was  com- 
forfeited  rest  upon  the  following  ing,  and  so  was  young  Fennel  and 
<day.  She  felt  a  little  hurt,  a  his  pretty  sister,  and  one  or  two 
little  neglected;  but  after  all,  what  other  fellows.  Mrs  Markham  had 
right  had  she,   she  asked  herself,    agreed    to  be  of  the  party,  and 
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be  knew  she  would   take  it  as  a  ing  away  with  all  the  nervousness 

compliment  if  Frances  would  come  of  a  shy  woman  from  the  subject 

too.  nearest  to  her  heart,  and   which 

^'  She  says  she  has  seen  nothing*at  she  felt  to  be  perilous  to  her  corn- 
all  of  you,  Fan,"  he  added,  with  posure.  She  did  recur  to  it  again, 
the  naivete  with  which  a  man  will  however,  for  a  moment  before 
sometimes  repeat  the  speech  of  one  they  parted. 

woman  to  another,  "  We'll  want  "  It  will  be  spending  a  day 
another  lady,  I  suppose,  to  balance  together  again,  won't  it,  Half'' 
the  party,"  he  went  on,  ^'  so  what  she  said,  laying  her  hand  timidly 
do  you  say  to  our  asking  IVladame  upon  his  sleeve,  as  he  was  mov- 
Facchino?  She  is  always  a  lively  ing  towards  the  door.  "We've 
little  grig,  and  we'll  make  her  not  seen  much  of  one  another 
bring  her  guitar,  or  mandolin,  or  somehow  lately,  dear,  have  we?" 
whatever  sue  calls  that  instrument  The  Colonel  turned  round,  tonch- 
of  hers.  But  you're  the  person  we  ed  instantly  in  his  turn,  and  kissed 
want — that  everything  depends  her  affectionately  upon  the  cheek, 
upon.  So  don't  say  no.  I  haven't  "  No,  I  know  I've  been  neglect- 
had  a  favour  of  you  for  ever  so  ing  you  most  abominably  lately,, 
long,  have  I,  old  lady  ?  "  Fan  !  "  he  said,  penitently.  "  And 

Lady  Frances  was  pleased  and  you're  a  trump  ;  you  never  re- 
not  a  little  touched.  Whatever  proach  a  fellow.  Only  I  couldn't 
might  be  the  reason  of  this  sud-  help  it,  dear ;  I  really  «oald  not. 
den  urgency,  the  fact  that  her  I — 1 — I've  been  most  tremendously 
brother  wanted  her  counted  for  so  occupied  lately,  somehow — about  a 
much — so  very,  very  much.  It  had  thousand  things,  you  know."  He 
seemed  to  her  lately  as  if  he  had  hesitated,  moved  a  vase  which  was 
certainly  not  wanted  her ;  as  if  standing  in  somewhat  perilous 
that  joint  life  and  companionship  proximity  to  the  edge  of  a  table; 
which  had  been  begun  in  such  divided  his  beard  into  two  care- 
hope,  with  such  success,  was  prov-  fully  equalised  masses  with  his 
ing,  on  one  side  at  any  rate,  an  en-  fingers,  and  then  suddenly  swept 
cumbrance,  a  thing  which,  whether  it  all  together  as^ain. 
he  married  or  did  not  marry,  it  "Peruaps  I'll  have  a  bit  of  news 
might  be  wisest  to  give  up,  rather  to  tell  you  to-morrow  evening, 
than  to  let  it  drag  on,  a  weariness  Fan,"  he  added,  hurriedly  ;  and 
to  him,  a  pain,  and  a  perpetual  having  so  said,  bolted  rapidly 
source  of  unreasonable  expectation  down  the  steps,  and  into  the  gon- 
to  herself.  Now,  however,  it  would  dola  which  was  waiting  for  him  as 
appear  at  last  that  he  did  want  usual  at  the  steps, 
her.  Had  he  suggested  a  pleasure-  Lady  Frances  went  on  into  the 
trip  to  Hades,  she  would  hardly  sitting-room  to  put  some  flowers 
have  declined  !  which  she  had  brought  with  her 

*'  Of  course,  Hal,  dear,  I  will  go  from  the  garden  on  the  (Guidecoa 

since  you  wish   it,"   she  said,  her  into  water.     She  smiled  to  herself 

voice  trembling  with  the  pent-up  once  or  twice  as  she  did  so,  sadly 

feelings   of  weeks.      ^'I   will   tell  enough,    but  she  was  no   longer 

Gustave,  too,>to  geth-eadysome  cold  under  the  influence  of  that  melting 

chicken  and  salad,  and   whatever  mood  which  she  had  experienced  a 

else  is  wanted,  so  that  it   will  not  few  minutes  sooner.    ,On  the  con* 

be  necessary  for  any  one  else  to  trary,  she  was  conscious  of  a  sen* 

order  anything,"  she  added,  hurry-  sation  at  the  bottom  of  her  mind 
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which  would  or  might  have  been  many  surprises  in  store  for  her. 

a  satiric    one,    but    that    it  was  Had  he  not,    in    fact,    consider- 

checked    and      counteracted     by  ably    astonished    her    within   the 

others.  last  few  weeks  ?    Why,  if  he  had 

Did  Hal  really,  could  he  really  made  up  his  mind  to  marry,  should 

imagine  that  it  would  be  a  pleas-  he  pot  have    told  her  so  ?     Why 

ure  to  her  to  hear  this  wonderful  should  he  not  have  taken  her  into 

piece  of  news  of  his  ?   Did  he  sup-  his  confidence  and  appealed  to' her 

pose  that  the  mere  proverbial  femi-  sympathy  ?    Had  he  ever   known 

nine  delight  in  a  marriage  would  it  to  fail  him,  to  refuse  to  answer 

outweigh  the  serious,  the  inevita-  to  the  call  ?  Surelv  she  might  hon. 

ble  sorrow  which  such  a  marriage  estly  lay  her  hand  upon  her  heart 

would    entail    upon     herself — the  and  answer  Never.      Whether  she 

dead  blank  face  which  the  future  did  or  did  not  think  this  magni- 

mast  henceforth  wear  to  her?    or  ficent   Russian — spoilt,   vain,  sur- 

had  the  mere  fact  of  his  own  satis-  feited    with    admiration — exactly 

faction  blinded   him  to  the  very  the  wife  of  all  others  to  make  him 

possibility  of  any  one  else  regard-  happy — he  who  had  also  always 

ine  the  matter    from  any   other  been  more  or  less  spoilt  himself — 

pomt  of  view  ?  that  was  a  detail,  a  matter  for 

If  there  was  one  human  being  after  consideration  ;  of  her  full, 
in  the  whole  world  who  knew  her  free,  perfect  sympathy  in  whatever 
well,  knew  her  to  the  bottom  of  her  concerned  or  interested  him,  he 
heart,  she  would  have  said  it  was  ought  not,  surely,  to  have  had  a 
her  brother  Hal.  Oddly  enough  moment's  doubt.  If  he  had,  then 
she  had  much  more  confidence  in  her  whole  life  must  have  been 
his  knowing  her  than  in  she  herself  a  series  of  self-deception  and  de- 
knowing  him.  This  was  not  in  the  lusion  ;  perhaps — who  knows  ? — it 
least  that  she  had  any  doubt  at  all  was,  she  said  to  herself, 
as  to  their  relative  standing,  mor-  Poor  woman,  she  was  morbid — 
ally  and  intellectually.  She  never  she  told  herself  so.  She  also,  she 
even  dreamt  of  saying  to  herself  admitted  to  herself,  had  been 
that  he  was  her  superior.  It  would  spoilt,  if  not  in  one  way,  at  least 
not  have  been  true,  and  she  liked  in  another.  Her  father  had  spoilt 
the  truth.  She  was  the  stronger,  her — set  her  upon  a  false  pedestal, 
the  clearer,  the  harder-willed,  the  one  on  which  it  was  not  natural, 
broader-hearted,  the  larger-headed,  not  reasonable,  to  expect  that  she 
Of  this  there  was  no  question —  should  remain.  An  ugly,  ill- 
never  had  been  any.  She  was  his  mannered,  not  even  particularly 
superior  in  all  or  almost  all  that  amiable  woman  !  She  ought  to 
most  becomes  a  man,  just  as  surely  know  her  place  better — she  ought 
and  as  certainly  as  he  was  her  to  know  how  little  importance  she 
superior  in  almost  all  that  most  could  by  any  possibility  be  to  any 
becomes  a  woman.  Yet  none  the  one  !  False  positions  were  always 
less  she  had  more  confidence  in  cruel  ones,  and  they  that  had 
his  knowing  her  than  in  her  know-  loved  her  most  had  therefore,  in 
ing  him,  really,  thoroughly  to  the  the  end,  been  the  most  cruel  to 
bottom  of  the  last  tissue.  It  was  her.  Well,  there  ,was  at  least  no 
hardly  conceivable  that  she  could  fear  that  her  new  sister-in-law,  if 
have  any  surprises  for  Hal ;  where-  she  ever  did  become  her  sister-in- 
as  it  was  quite  conceivable  to  her  law,  would  ever  be  cruel  in  t/iis 
that  he  might  yet  have  a  good  respect  I    She  would  have  no  illu- 
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sions  ;  no  kindly  delusions,  born  of  liad  j^one  in,  were  merely  useless  eu- 

old   days   and    become   a   sort  of  cunibrances,  their  curtains  flapping 

family  tradition,  would  ever  blind  a  foolish  rhythm  against  the  poles, 

her  to  the   true   standing   of  her  as  the  boats  swayed  from  side  to 

husband's  sister.      She  would  see  side.  Lady  Frances  and  Mrs  Mark- 

the  thing  in  its  natural  light,  and  ham  occupied  the  places  of  dignity 

would  take  care  to  put  her  in  her  in  one  gondola,  Madame  Facchino 

proper  place  !  Poor  Lady  Frances!  and  the  pretty  Miss  Fennel  in  the 

Her  heart,  too  large  for  its  present  other.     There    was   thus  an   ugly 

setting,  stinted  of  all  fresher  out-  and  a  pretty  woman  in  each  boat : 

growths,  driven  perforce  into  one  the  men,  too,  were  evenly    distri- 

c'hannel,  and  threatened  with  as-  buted — three  to  each.     The  liauid 

sault  there,  was  fast  becoming  her  waste  around,  fretted  with  mynads 

bane.     She  was  growing  morose,  of  black  points,   large   and   small, 

bitter,     wellnigh    misanthropical,  flecked,too,with  flower-like  sails — a 

and  all  from  pure  sisterly  love  !  yellow  one,  a  crimson  one,  a  brown 

The  party  to  the  islands  met  at  with  tawny  points,  a  white  one 
the  Piazzetta,  where  its  straggling  glowing  steadily  upwards  into 
ingredients  were  gradually  got  to-  roseate,  like  an  angel's  wing  ;  the 
gether  and  eventually  packed  into  mountains,  which  began  to  show 
a  couple  of  gondolas.  Their  desti-  stray  peaks  above  their  shroud;  the 
nation,  after  a  good  deal  of  discus-  inflnite  suggestions  of  the  scene  ; 
sion,  had  been  finally  fixed  for  San  the  stillne8s,the  small  bubbling  con- 
Francesco  in  Deserto,  where,should  versational  noises  of  the  water,  the 
the  day  prove  unfavourable,  they  leisurely  flap-flap-flop  of  the  sails, 
could  lunch  at  the  monastery.  The  thepicturesque  attitudes  of  theboat- 
morning  had  been  lovely,  but  the  men  as  they  lay  about  or  stretched 
clouds  began  to  gather  before  they  an  indolent  hand  to  adjust  a  rope, 
were  well  out  of  Venice,  and  by  the  — all  the  elements  of  enjoyment, 
timethey  were  nearingMurano  the  of  intelligent  satisfaction,  were 
world  of  domes  and  campaniles  be-  surely  there  ;  yet  none  of  the 
hind  were  set  in  pale  relief  against  party  seemed  to  be  very  industri- 
a  steel-grey  background  of  cloud,  ously  employed  in  enjoying  them- 
darker,  denser,  more  smoke-like  selves.  Mrs  Markham  was  nearly 
masses  rolling  in  from  the  west,  absolutely  Tsilent,  contenting  her- 
and  gathering  recruits  by  the  way,  self  with  an  occasional  halF-mar- 
until  they  filled  the  entire  hollow  mured  observation  to  the  man 
of  the  sky,  down  to  the  furthest  nearest  to  her,  with  leaning  one 
most  ghostly  and  worn -away  ridge  elbow  upon  the  arm -rests,  and 
of  the  Fuganeans.  looking  between  her  finely  chiselled 

A  sail  had  been  hoisted  in  one  eyelids  across  the  waste  of  waters, 

gondola,  and  the  two  boats  were  Iler  r6le  was  certainly  not  to  be 

therefore  fastened  together  in  order  amusing,  and  no  one   apparently 

that  both  might  have  thebenefitof  it.  ever  thought  of  requiring  her  to 

The  amount  of  progress,  however,  be  so.      Even  the  Colonel — a  so- 

was  ridiculously    small.       Slowly  cial  sheet-anchor  generally  to  his 

they    drifted   past    the    point  of  friends — was     not     in    his    usual 

Muraqo,  whose   brown  roofs  and  spirits.   Although  in  the  right  boat, 

chimneys  seemed  to  prolong  them-  he  had,  unfortunately,  been  placed, 

selves  indefinitely.     The  two  awn-  probably  from  a  mistaken  regard 

ings   were  a  serious    impediment  to  his  years,  in    one  of  the  two- 

to  progress,  and  now  that  the  sun  armed   chairis  at   the  side  of  the 
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gondola,  which,  if  several  degrees  suffer  from  the   draught.      It  was 

less  uncomfortable  than  the  other  much  more  like  arriving  at  some 

benches,  were  also,  in  this    case,  mountain    hospice,     wearied    and 

naturally  several    degrees  further  battered  with  the  toils  and  dan- 

from  the  prevailing  divinity.     It  gers    of    a    mountain-pass,     than 

was  a  relief  to   every   one,  when  after  a  couple  of  hours'  sail  across 

somebody  suggested  that  Madame  the  placid  lagunes  in  the  middle 

Facchino  should   sing  one  of  her  of  a    Venetian  May.      The  little 

amusing  French  songs,  which  that  sanctuary  was  swept  from  end  to 

obliging  little  person  at  once  pro-  end  with  wild  gusts  of  wind,  which 

ceeaed    to    do, — the  shrill    little  sent    the    leaves    of  the    acacias 

voice,  so  brimful  or  chic^  so  abso-  huddling  into  the  corners  of  the 

iutely  devoid  of  charm,  pealing  like  cloister,  and  collecting  in  a  small 

some  small  metal  alarum  across  the  green  drift  round  the  foot  of  the 

dreamy    stillness,  where  an  occa-  tall   black  crosses.       One   of   the 

sional  fisherman,  knee-deep  in  the  gondoliers  carrying  the  provisions 

shallows,  lifted  his  head   in  mild  from  the  boat  had  his  hat  blown 

astonishment  to  see   from  whence  into  the  sea.      Every  one  looked 

the  unaccountable  sound  proceeded,  more  or  less  cold,  out  of  temper, 

After  a  great  deal  of  futile  tack-  buffeted  ;  Madame  Facchino  least 
ing,  the  useless  sail  was  at  last  so,  her  indomitable  ugliness  defy- 
dropped,  and  the  men  took  to  their  ing  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  ele- 
oars,  bat  the  tide  was  very  low,  ments  to  injure  its  perennial 
and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  bloom.  With  a  cigarette  in  her 
make  the  entire  circuit  of  the  piles  mouth,  she  sat  on  the  low  wall  out- 
set to  mark  the  deeper  channels,  side  the  cloisters — her  hat  on  one 
and  which  took  them  in  a  long  side,  her  yellow  shawl  around  her 
succession  of  snake-like  diva;]^a-  neck,  her  white  teeth  and  green 
tions,  the  advanced  boat  befng  eyes  gleaming — the  very  picture 
often  full  broadside  to  the  island  of  good-humour  and  insonciance. 
while  the  other  was  still  pointed  Mrs  Markham  meanwhile  retired 
towards  it.  It  got  colder  and  into  the  interior  of  the  apartment 
colder  too,  the  clouds  which  had  allotted  to  them.  If  she  looked 
hung  about  all  day  condensing  like  a  swan  now,  it  was  certainly 
more  and  more,  and  threatening  like  a  swan  which  had  been  rough- 
both  wind  and  rain.  ly  assailed  by  the  tempest.      Her 

They  arrived  at  last  in  the  midst  beautiful    hair    was    disarranged, 

of  a  regular  burasqu€y  which  now  her  dress   crumpled,    that    repose 

came  down  in  earnest.     The  ladies  which  was  so   large  an  ingredient 

were  hurried  up  the  narrow  path  in  her  charm  seriously   invaded  ; 

to   the   monastery,    between   two  there  was  no  doubt  at  all,  too,  that, 

rows  of  acacia-bushes,  swept  like  to  put  it  plainly,  she  was  extremely 

plumes  of    cock's    feathei*s,    and  cross. 

oent  nearly  double  by  the  gale.  Happily  luncheon  produced  its 
A  brown-frocked  brother  came  usual  ameliorating  influences;  and 
hospitably  to  the  door  to  meet  after  luncheon,  the  storm  being 
them,  and  led  them  through  the  past,  and  the  sun  having  reap- 
cloister  into  a  little  bare  room  peared,  most  of  the  party  started 
where  there  was  a  deal  table  to  explore  the  island,  the  Colonel 
and  half-a-dozen  of  chairs,  and  and  Mrs  Markham  leading  the 
where  be  hastened  to  shut  the  way  at  some  little  distance  m  ad- 
window    lest    the   ladies     should  vance  of  the  rest. 
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Lady  Frances  was    not  of  the        He  passed   rapidly  on   between 

number.     The  wind  was  still  cold,  the  swaying    acacias — bo  rapidly, 

and  she  preferred,  therefore,  to  re-  that  almost    before    she  had  got 

treat  into  the  little  church.    There  over  her  astonishment  at  the  un- 

was  not   much   to   see  there  ;    so  looked-for  revelation,  he  was  out 

having  gazed    for    some   minutes  of  sight,  Iiidden  by  the  comer  of 

into   a   glazed    cell    containing   a  the  church,  which  here  flung  out 

figure  held  to  represent  St  Francis  a    great    projecting    buttress    of 

himself  at  his  devotions,  she  seated  masonry.      Lady  Frances    sprang 

herself   upon  one   of  the  wooden  to  the   ground,    her  whole  heart 

forms  close   to   a  window   in  the  rushing    to   him     in    his   trouble, 

little  chancel.      As  usual,  she  felt  She  hastened  to  the  door,  thence 

a  little  sad,  a  little  forlorn,  a  little  to  the  landing-place,  thinking  to 

out  of  heart  with  herself  and  her  overtake  him.     lie  was  not  there, 

world.     Why,  she  again  asked  her-  however,    but  had  taken,  one   of 

self,  had  Hal  urged  her  so  impera-  the  gondoliers  said,  a  path  to  the 

tively  to  come  with  them  to-day,  right  leading  along  the  ramparts, 

seeing  that  now  that  she  was  here  She  followed,  but  failed  to  see  any- 

he  plainly  wanted  her  as  little  as  thing  of  him.      It  was  not  long, 

did  any  of  these  others  ?  however,  before   she  fell  in    with 

Presently,  prompted  by  an  im-  the  rest  of  the  party,  who  had 
pulse,  she  did  not  quite  know  made  the  giro  of  the  island, 
what,  she  mounted  upon  one  of  and  were  coming  along  in  rather 
the  wooden  forms,  which  brought  scattered  order,  the  beautiful  Rus- 
her head  to  a  level  with  the  small-  sian  last,  attended  by  a  cavalier, 
paned  window  looking  out  across  to  whom  she  was  paying  that  list- 
the  wind-tossed  acacias  to  the  less,  half -contemptuous  attention 
church-towers  of  Murano,  and  be-  which  she  was  accustomed  to  mete 
yond  these  again  to  the  wild  pano-  out  to  her  devotees, 
rama  of  mountains,  snow-capped  Madame  Facchino  advanced  to 
and  cloud-flecked.  She  had  been  meet  her  in  a  state  of  consider- 
looking  out  a  couple  of  minutes,  able  excitement.  She  had  pro 
and  was  about  to  descend  again  mised,  she  said  to  be  at  the 
with  a  smile  at  her  own  attitude.  Bavarian  consulate  at  five  o'clock 
which  in  truth,  was  a  slightly  ridic-  precisely  that  afternoon,  and  bad 
ulous  one,  when,  rather  to  her  sur-  only  just  discovered  that  it  was 
prise,  she  saw  her  brother  coming  past  four  now.  As  they  bad  taken 
back  towards  her  along  a  little  two  hours  to  come  here,  it  was  ob- 
track  which  led  through  the  grass  viously  impossible  for  her  to  arrive 
back  to  the  broader  pathway  lead-  if  she'  remained  with  the  party  ; 
ing  to  the  landing-place.  Her  her  only  chance,  therefore,  was  to 
hand  was  lifted  to  attract  his  at-  catch  the  steamer  at  Barano: 
tention,  but  was  suddenly  arrested  would  dear  Lady  PVances,  who 
by  the  expression  of  his  face,  was  always  so  kind,  allow  her  to 
which  betokened  surprise,  anger,  be  deposited  there  ?  she  inquired^ 
astonishment,  hurt  feeling,  wound-  clasping  her  hands  with  dramatic 
ed  susceptibilities — the  look  of  a  earnestness.  Lady  Frances  was 
man  who  has  been  assailed  in  his  quite  willing  to  do  so,  wonderine 
tenderest  point,  and  who  believes  however,  rather,  that  nothing  haa 
that  no  eye  sees  him — such  a  look  been  heaid  of  this  important  en- 
as  she  had  certainly  never  seen  on  gagement  till  then.  She  did  not 
his  care-defying  lineaments  before,  like  to  inquire   whether  anything 
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had  been  seen  of  her  brother,  their  diminished  load,  proceeded  on 
There  was  an  air  about  the  party  their  homeward  way. 
whi  h  put  her  sisterly  pride  upon  It  was  not  a  particularly  cheer- 
its  mettle,  and  forbade  her  to  utter  ful  home-coming,  less  so  if  any- 
a  word.  thing  than  the  outgoing  had  been. 
They  returned  to  the  landing-  There  was  no  attempt  made  this 
place,  and  had  already  taken  their  time  to  sail,  and  the  gondolas  were 
places  in  the  gondolas  when  the  not  therefore  linked  together,  but 
Colonel  appeared.  He  had  been,  followed  one  another  at  a  little 
it  seemed,  to  inspect  the  monastery,  distance,  with  all  the  regularity. 
What  had  they  all  been  thinking  and  not  a  little  of  the  solemnity^ 
of,  he  wanted  to  know,  not  to  do  of  a  pair  of  mourning  -  coaches. 
so  ?  The  ladies,  it  is  true,  would  Lady  Frances  was  in  the  first  one,, 
only  have  been  allowed  to  go  as  Mrs  Markham  in  the  second  ;  had 
far  as  the  cloisters,  but  the  men  both  been  together,it  is  possiblethat 
were  free  to  go  over  it  all,  and  it  some  more  interesting  topic  might 
was  well  worth  seeing,  really  un-  have  been  mooted  in  the  other ; 
commonly  worth  seeing;  he  didn't  as  it  was,  every  one  seemed  tongue- 
know  when  he  had  spent  a  pleas-  tied,  listless,"  dull  as  the  fat  weed,*' 
anter  half-hour.  The  monks,  too  which  swung  its  slimy  tresses 
were  capital  fellows — he  should  not  around  every  projecting  point  of 
mind  spending  a  month  with  them  land,  or  floated,  a  mass  of  brown  or 
himself  in  the  least.  When  he  yellow  putrescence,towards  the  sea, 
heard  of  Madame  Facchino's  inten-  W  hen,  hours  as  it  seemed  after 
tion  of  returning  by  the  steamer,  he  they  had  started,  the  familiar  line 
at  once  volunteered  to  accompany  of  roofs  and  campanile  rose  greyly 
her.  He,  too,  had  an  appointment,  above  the  face  of  the  lagune,had  the 
it  seemed,  at  Venice  ;  and  going  party  formed  some  portion  of  the 
back  by  the  gondola,  delightful  as  great  Dandola  fleet,  returning  after 
it  was,  really  took  up  such  a  deuced  its  famous  but  toilsome  conquest 
amount  of  time.  Accordingly  the  of  the  Turks,  it  could  hardly  have 
two  were  left  upon  the  shore  at  been  hailed  by  them  with  a  much 
Barano,   and   the   gondolas,  with  warmer  measure  of  satisfaction. 


CHAPTER   IV. 


What  precisely  had  taken  place 
at  San  Francesco  in  Deserto  ?  That 
was  what  I^ady  Frances  desired, 
but  apparently  was  not  destined, 
to  learn.  So  far  from  becoming 
more  approachable,  the  Colonel,  in 
the  days  that  immediately  followed 
their  expedition  to  that  shrine, 
was  less  visible,  less  companionable 
than  ever.  It  seemed  to  her  as  if 
he  had  registered  a  vow  never  to 
be  in  the  house  ;  or  if  for  a  short 
while  they  were  together,  the  ser- 
Tants  or  some  one  else  happened 
to  be  always  present  to  hinder  them 


from  being  tete-d-tete — they  who 
hitherto  had  been  almost  always 
tete-d-tete.  That  this  attitude  of  his 
was  a  real  and  a  very  great  grief 
to  her,  there  was  no  possibility  of 
concealing  from  herself.  Heroro- 
ther's  friendship  counted  for  so 
much,  80  very,  very  much  in  her 
life.  Take  it  away  and  what  re- 
mained to  her  ?  She  had  no  other 
intimate  friendship,  not  even  in 
her  own  family.  Her  father  and 
Hal — they  haa  always  been  the 
two — her  two, — and  now  there  was- 
only  one  of  them  left. 
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It  is  true  that  there  are  subjects  cesco,  had  been   that  her  brother 

which  a  man  may  fairly  decline  to  had  not  anything  to  tell  her  ;  that 

discuss  even  with  the  tenderest  and  whatever     expectations     he     had 

most  devoted  of   sisters  ;   rebuffs  cherished,     wnatever    hopes    may 

which  smart,  hurting  alike  to  the  have  been  held   oat   to  him,  had 

pride  and   the   temper.     Still   she  come  to  a  collapse  there  ;  that,  er- 

had  been  trusted  before  now  even  cepting  in  the  way  of  sisterly  con- 

with   such    things   as    these,    and  dolence,    which,   apparently,    was 

might  have  been  again.     She  did  not  acceptable,  there  was  nothing 

not  choose,  however,  to  force  his  for  her  to  hear  or  to  say.     Now, 

•confidence.     If  he  had  anything  to  however,    it   appeared  there  was. 

tell  her  she  was  always  there,  he  She  waited  for  him  to  speak, 

knew  that.     If  not,  well,  she  must  "  I'm   engaged   to  be   married, 

iearn  to  do  without  his  confidence.  Fan." 

She  tried  hard  to  feel  some  regret  Poor  Lady  Frances  !    Her  heart 

for  what    seemed  to  her  his  evi-  gave  a  cruel  bound  !     A  week  ago 

^ent  disappointment;  bat  this  was  she  was  prepared  to  hear  this,  and 

more  than  even  her  sisterly  hero-  would  have  received  it,  if  not  with- 

ism  was  equal  to.    If  she  refrained  out  emotion,  at  least  with  compofl- 

from  rejoicing,  it  was  as  much  as  ure.     Now  it  came  upon  her  with 

she  could  honestly  achieve.  all  the  cruelty,  with  all  the  bitter- 

At  last  there  came  an  evening  ness,  of  a  surprise.  Surely,  surely 
when  the  Colonel  apparently  had  everything  had  tended  latterly 
no  engagements,  or  if  he  had,  he  to  show  that  he  was  not  going  to 
•did  not  seem  dsposed  to  keep  be  married — rather  the  contrair ; 
them.  He  came  into  the  sitting,  that  all  that  had  come  to  an  end  a 
room  where  his  sister  was  sitting  week  ago.  Since  he  was,  however, 
with  a  book  in  her  hands,  and  there  could  be  no  question  at  all  in 
strolled  up  and  down  for  a  while  her  mind  as  to  the  person,  and  she 
with  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  tried,  therefore,  to  summon  the  de- 
whistling  faintly,  and  moving  his  sired  cordiality  to  her  lips, 
•elbows  up  and  down  in  accom-  ^'  Well,  dear,  you  will  have  a 
paniment  to  his  tune.  It  almost  beautiful  wife,  at  any  rate,"  she 
seemed  to  her  that  he  was  a  little  said,  with  a  violent,  almost  an 
nervous,  as  if  he  were  trying  to  heroic  effort, 
wind  his  courage  up  to  the  point  The  Colonel  TOt  red  up  to  the 
of  saying  something — something  very  roots  of  his  hair,  and  down 
which  did  not  come  at  all  easily.  to    the    very    roots    of  his  beard. 

At  last  he  came  to'  a  halt  before  "  A  beautiful  wife  ! "  he  gasped  in 

her.  the  tone  of  a  man  who  has  been 

"  Well,  Fan ! "  gratuitously     insulted.        "  What 

She  looked  up,  wondering  rather  the — what  on  earth  do  yon  mean 

what  he  was  going  to  say,  and  let  by  that,  Frances  ?  " 

lier  book  fall  upon  her  lap.  His    sister   opened  her  eyes  in 

"I've  —  er — something   to  tell  astonishment.     "Surely  yes;  beau- 

you.      I    don't   know   quite    how  tiful !"  she  answered.    "There are 

you'll  feel  about  it.     I'm  not  even  limits  to  the  possibilities  even  of 

very  sure  how  I  feel  about  it  my-  feminine  detraction,"  she  went  on, 

self.     Still  you've  got  to  know  it."  smiling    rather    wanly,     "  and    I 

She   still  remained   silent,  puz-  don't  see  how  any  one,  even  a  des- 

jcled,  wondering.     Her  impression,  perately  jealous  sister,  could  deay 

«ver  since  the  day   at  San  Fran-  that  Mrs  Markham  is  a  beautifiil 
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womaD.     Did  70a  expect  me  to  do  week/'  he    responded    easily,  yet 

80  ?  '^  with  a  certain   undisguisable  em- 

"Bat  Tm  not  going  to   marry  barrassment. 

Mrs.  Markham,  as  it  happens,"  he  "  And    is    it —  is    it  absolutely 

retorted  angrily.  settled  ?  " 

"  Not  —  going  —  to  —  marry  —  "  Settled  ?  Do  you  mean,  cai> 
Mrs.  —  Markham  !  "  This  time  it  be  broken  off  ?  Well,  I  sup- 
Lady  Frances  got  up —  sprang  up,  pose  it  could,  if  you  got  her  to- 
rather — to  her  feet,  then  sat  down  see  it  in  that  light,  which  I  don't 
again  from  sheer  helpless  bewilder-  suppose  you  could.  You  wouldn't 
ment.  "  Not  going  to  marry  Mrs.  propose  my  being  the  first  to  sug- 
Markham  ! "  she  repeated,  in  a  tone  gest  it,  would  you  ?  I  thought  yoa 
of  abject  astonishment.  '^  Who  were  one  that  had  a  prejudice  in 
then,  Hal,  are  you  going  to  favour  of  one's  keeping  one's  word  I**^ 
marry  ?  "  — the  Colonel  was  evidently  trying 

"  I  am  going — at  least  I'm  en-  to  work  himself  up  into   a  conve- 

gaged — to — to — to — to   Madame  nient  condition  of  indignation. 

Facchino."  "  No,  Hal,  of  course  not — not  if 

"  To  Madame  Facchino  I  "  your  word  is  promised,"  she  replied 

She  could  only  repeat  his  words  despondently, 

and  sit  there,  open-mouthed,  help-  "  Oh,  it's  promised  fast  enough. 

lees,  mute.     Haid  he  said  that  he  She  wants   to  come   and  see  you^ 

was  engaged  to  be  married  to  the  to  talk  it  all  over  with  you,  only 

Princess  Vasarhely,  or  to  Madame  she  said  I  was  to  break  it  to  yon 

Baache,  her  astonishment  at  the  first.       I    believe    she  has  rather 

moment  could  hardly  have   been  an  idea  that  you'd  be  against   it — 

greater.     To  have   all    one's    ex-  that  you'd  think  she  wasn't  good 

pectations,  all  one's  apprehensions  enough — no   money  or     anything 

fixed  upon  one  quarter,  and  then  of    tnat    sort,  you    know;  and — 

to   receive    a    perfectly  stunning  well,  perhaps,  not  exactly  a  Vere 

knock-down  blow  from  an  oppo-  de  Vere  eitner — not  that  anybody 

site  one  ! — it  seemed    to  her   for  thinks  of  that  sort  of  thing  nowa- 

a  moment  as   if  everything  were  days.     Look  at  old  Skelmersgrass 

reeling  and  swimming  around  her.  married  his  own    cook   the  other 

"  Yes,  I  thought  you'd  be  a  bit  day,  and  lots  of  young  fellows  have 

astonished  !  "  the  Colonel  said,  not  done  worse,   ever  so  much  worse, 

without  a  certain    satisfaction  in  No  one  can  say  that  I've  done  any- 

that  astonishment.     ^'  To  tell  you  thing  of  that  sort,  can  they  ?  " 

the  troth,  Pm  a  little  astonished  His  sister  simply  looked  at  him 

myself;  I  haven't  got  used  to  it,  I  wondering,  her  whole  soul    swal- 

suppose,"  he  added  ingenuously.  lowed  up  for  the  moment  in   her 

"  But  when  ? — how — how  long  wonder.  Was  he  talking  like  this 
has  this  been  settled  ?  "  she  said,  from  pure  bravado  ?  Or  was  it — 
recovering  her  voice  at  last  with  could  it  be  that  it  really  was  the 
a  violent  effort.  "  It's  not  long  way  in  which  he  looked  at  the 
since  " — she  stopped  short — "  since  matter, — that  it  affected  him  no 
yon  seemed  bent  upon  marrving  more,  no  deeper  than  that  ? 
another  woman,"  she  would  have  "  I  suppose  it  was  settled  that 
said,  if  she  could  have  brought  her  day  you  came  back  in  the  steam- 
lips  to  utter  what  would  have  boat  ?  "  she  said  at  last — "  the  day, 
sounded  so  like  a  taunt.  I  mean,  that   we  were  all  ai  San> 

"  Ob,  not    long — not     above   a  Francesco  ? " 
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"Yes,  that  was  it — coming  back  woman — rich,  perhaps,  and  beau- 
f rom  San  Francesco."  The  Colonel  tiful,  with  a  dozen  good  gifts  at 
took  a  turn  or  two  about  the  command — declines  to  have  you, 
room,  putting  up  his  hand  from  to  straightway  rush  and  offer 
time  to  time  to  his  beard,  and  yourself  to  another,  who  has  none 
tugging  at  it  slightly.  "  But  if  of  these  merits  ;  who  is  the  very 
you  ask  me  how  it  did  get  settled,  antipodes  of  everything  you  have 
I'll  be  hanged  if  I  can  tell  you,  hitherto  supposed  yourself  to  ad- 
Fan  !  I  was  rather — rather  in  mire, — surely  the  thing  would  be 
the  dumps,  and  she  was — well,  incredible,  but  that  we  see  it  done 
awfully  nice,  you  know — no  wo-  and  done,  moreover,  with  a  fair 
man  could  be  [more  so  ;  and  I  share  of  impunity,  pretty  nearly 
couldn't  help  saying  how  much  every  day  of  our  lives  I 
pleasanter  she  was  as  a  companion  The  Colonel,  meanwhile,  was 
than  people  who  thought  ever  so  evidently  feeling  that  his  ezplan- 
much  more  of  themselves — just  as  ation  had  gone  off  considerably 
I  might  to  you,  you  know;  and  I  better  than  could  have  been  ex- 
didn't  know  how  it  was,  but  all  of  pected.  He  was  quite  at  his  ease 
a  sudden  I  found  that  she  thought  again,  and  ready  to  expatiate  upon 
I  meant —  well,  more  than  I  did  the  minor  results  of  his  sadden 
mean;  that  I — that  I  wanted  her  resolution. 

to  stick  by  me  always — to  be  my  "  Of  course  we  shan't  be  particn- 

wife,  in  short.       And  —  well,     it  larly  brilliantly  off,"  he  observed, 

struck    me     at     the     same    time,  cheerfully.     "  I've  told  her  so,  and 

that  perhaps  I  couldn't  er — under  she  quite  understands  it.     In  fact, 

the   circumstances,  you  know,  do  I  think  she  imagines  that  we  shall 

better.     It  would  show — I    mean  be  quite  rich,  with  what  I've  got, 

— it    would — well,     it      wouldn't  according  to  her  standard.     People 

be    a    bad    sort  of   arrangement,  have    such     different    ideas,  yon 

Anyhow,  I  didn't  say  anything  at  know." 

once,  and  then  — well,  of  course,  it  "  Whatever   I   have   is    yoarB» 

was  too  late  then.     I  couMn't  back  Hal.     I  hope  you  know  that,"  his 

out  of  it,   could   I  ? — not  honour-  sister    said,     drearily.       "  We've 

ably,  you  know.      And  it  would  never  divided  yet,  but  of  coarse 

have  been  impossible,  too,  to  make  we  must  now.       Everything  will 

her  understand — not  but  what  she's  have  to  be  different  now." 

an  uncommonly  sharp  little  woman,  "  Oh,  I'm  not  going  to  rob  yau^ 

all  the  same,  mind  you  !  "  Fan,  whatever  happens,  you  may 

Lady  Frances  gave  an  inward  be  sure  of  that,"  the  Colonel  an- 
groan.  So  that  was  the  way  of  swered  decidedly, 
it,  was  it  ? — that  was  the  way  !  "  It's  no  question  of  robbing, 
How  extraordinary  !  how  incredi-  dear.  The  money  was  left  to  me 
ble  !  how  utterly  inconceivable  !  for  us  both,  and  as  we're  not  go- 
Certainly  to  rush  into  matrimony  ing  to  be  any  longer  together,  of 
with  one  woman  because  you  course  it  must  be  divided.  What 
happen  to  have  just  been  refused,  should  I  do  with  it  all  ?  It  woald 
by  another,  if  not,  as  we  know,  only  be  a  burden.  You  may  be  sure 
a  very  unusual  performance,  is  that  was  what  my  father  meant." 
one  which  seldom  fails  to  im-  ''  I  can't  say  that  I've  ever  seen 
press  the  bystanders  with  the  it  in  that  light,"  her  brother  an* 
strongest  sense  of  the  innate  illo-  swered,  less  positively,  however, 
gicality  of  things.       Because   one  than  he  had  spoken  last;    **  Any* 
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how  we'll  not  be  so  very  badly  off  beginning  ;  not  very  prudent  per- 
when  one  comes  to  think  of  it —  haps,  listble  to  be  stigmatised  as 
not  according  to  the  notions  people    foolish  by  people  who  saw  no  fur- 

fet  when  they  live  abroad.  Besides,  ther  than  the  surface,  but  in  reality 
expect  she's  a  wonderful  man-  a  thoroughly  well  thought  out  de- 
ager,  Madame  Facchino,  I  mean  ;  cision.  Thought  out !  when  ten 
she's  bound  to  be,  living-  the  way  minutes  beforehand  he  had  evi- 
she  has.  The  fact  is,  Fan,"  he  dently,  from  his  own  account,  had 
went  on  confidentially,  "  if  a  man  no  more  perception  of  what  was  in 
U  to  marry — and  I  suppose  most  store  for  him  than  the  babe  unborn  I 
men  are  bound  to  drop  into  it  The  strangeness  did  not  seem  to 
sooner  or  later  —  I  am  not  sure  her  very  much  less,  after  her  new 
that  it  isn't  about  the  wisest  thing  relative-elect  had  been  to  see  her, 
to  do— well,  the  sort  of  thing  I'm  which  she  duly  did  upon  the  very 
doing.  Of  course  looks  and  mon-  next  day.  She  came  in  with  a  rush 
ey  are  capital  things;  but  I'm  and  a  bustle,  visibly  crackling  and 
not  sure  that  a  cheery  little  wo-  rippling  all  over  with  elation  and 
man  who  knows  what's  what,  and  satisfaction,  her  ugly  lively  little 
has  never  been  used  to  extrava-  face  more  like  that  of  an  intelligent 
gance,  isn't  about  the  best  sort  of  marmoset  than  ever — a  marmoset 
a  wife  for  a  man  in  the  lone-run.  in  this  case  which  had  found  a 
It's  fagging  work  always  oeing  nut.  She  had  got  on  a  new  dress 
on  your  P's  and  Q's  with  your  —  a  very  smart  one  —  and  there 
wife;  making  up  to  her  and  flat-  were  other  indications  that  the 
tering  her,  and  all  that.  I  ex-  years  of  the  lean  kine  were  at  an 
pect,  too,  that  a  woman  that's  end,  and  an  era  of  prosperity  felt 
brought  you  a  fortune,  is  awfully  to  be  inaugurated, 
apt  to  throw  it  in  your  teeth  if  Despite  her  own  trouble,  Lady 
you  chance  to  fall  out.  I  don't  Frances  could  hardly  help  being 
mean  that  every  woman  would —  amused  and  half  mollified  at  sight 
you  wouldn't  of  courae.  Fan,  not  if    of  the  other's  superabounding  and 

fou  married  a  costermonger;  but  utterly  irrepressible  satisfaction, 
imagine  they  do  as  a  rule — I'm  Heaven  knows,  she  said  to  her- 
pretty  sure  i  should  if  I  was  a  self,  she  did  not  grudge  the  little 
woman.  And  it  must  put  a  fellow  woman  any  of  her  prospective 
in  a  most  deucedly  awKward  posi-  joys,  if  only,  only  they  could  have 
tion.  For  my  own  part  I'd  rather  been  bought  at  a  little,  a  very 
have  half  the  money  and  be  master,  little,  less  costly  rate  ;  if  any  one 
in  my  own  house.  Doesn't  it  strike  but  Hal,  her  own  Hal,  could  have 
you  so  ? "  been   the  medium   for   providing 

Well,  no,  it  did  not  exactly  them.  She  tried  to  be  cordial,  but 
strike  her  so,  but  she  let  him  talk  the  effort,  it  must  be  owned,  was*a 
on  and  on  without  interruption,  failure.  Her  trouble  was  too  fresh, 
It  was  not  difficult  to  see  what  all  too  terribly  real  for  concealment, 
thi^  effusiveness  meant.  Having  Conversation  fell  dead ;  the  Colonel, 
fallen,  slipped  rather,  stumbled  prudent  man !  kept  away ;  even 
from  pure  inadvertence  into  this  Madame  Facchino's  matchless  pow- 
quandary,  he  was  trying  to  per-  ers  were  not  equal  to  the  strain, 
suade  himself  that  he  had  done  it  When  she  got  up  to  take  her 
with  his  eyes  perfectly  wide  open;  leave,  though  the  words  on  the 
that  it  was  a  deliberately  planned,  other's  lips  were  kindness  itself,  the 
clearly  foreseen  intention  from  the    trouble  legible  in  her  eyes,  in  her 
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whole  face,  was  too  tragically  man-  neglected  her  own  society,  if 
ifest  to  be  overlooked,  and  she  that  were  any  comfort —  on  the 
found  herself  creeping  out  of  the  contrary,  would  come  a  dozen 
room  almost  like  one  who  has  been  times  m  the  day  into  the  room 
detected  in  some  piece  of  petty  where  she  was  sitting,  wandering 
larceny  !  about,  uttering  some  trivial  remark. 
So  the  days  went  on.  The  en-  and  then  walking  out  again.  Some- 
gageraent  was  not  formally  an-  times  she  caught  his  eye  fixed  in- 
nounced,  but  everybody  in  Y  enice  tently,  for  minutes  at  a  time,  upon 
knew  about  it  more  or  less,  and  her  own,  as  if  there  was  some- 
much  wit  was  expended  over  the  thing,  some  comfort  which  he  wa* 
event.  The  indirect  cause  of  it  anxious,  if  possible,  to  extract  out 
had  meantime  left  Venice,  and  of  them — something  he  wanted 
was  holding  her  court  elsewhere,  her  to  say  or  to  do^  she  did  not 
Another  member  of  that  court —  know  what.  It  worried  much 
some  people  said  t  wo — had  in  the  more  than  it  gratified  her,  seeing^ 
interim  put  his  fate  to  the  touch  that  there  was  obviously  nothins^ 
and  had  sustained  the  same  fall.  It  that  she  could  say  or  do  that  would 
was  away  she  had — so  all  who  knew  have  the  smallest  effect.  Was  not 
her  declared.  Each  of  the  men  everything  done,  settled,  finished  ? 
who  surrounded  her  believed  that  "  You — rou  think,  I  suppose, 
he  himself  was  the  chosen  and  Fan,  that  I've  been  in — er — rather 
favoured  one,  that  he  had  received  too  great  a  hurry  about  all  this, 
unmistakable  marks  of  encourage-  don't  you  ?  "  he  said  abruptly  one 
ment  until  his  hour  of  disillusion  afternoon  when  they  had  been  sit- 
came,  and  as  her  manner  was  out-  ting  for  nearly  an  hour  upon  the 
wardly  equally  little  encouraging  to  balcony,  he  smoking,  she  laborious- 
all,  her  victims  had  not  even  the  ly  telling  up  the  columns  of  an 
poor  satisfaction  of  claiming  sym-  account-book  which  had  somehow 
pathy  in  their  discomfiture.  The  got  wrong.  She  would  not  go  half- 
Colonel  made  no  allusion  whatso-  way  to  meet  him,  so  merely  laid 
ever  to  his — in  fact,  so  far  as  his  down  the  account-book  upon  her 
sister  was  aware,  never  mentioned  knee,  and  waited  with  an  inter- 
Mrs  Markham's  name  at  all.  It  rogative  glance  for  him  to  speak, 
was  as  if  a  sponge  had  been  passed  "About  this  engagement  of  mine, 
over  the  whole  episode,  and  no  I  mean,  of  course,"  he  added  im- 
traces  whatsoever  of  it  remained,  patiently.  "  What  else  should  I 
Its   indirect  effects,   on  the  other  mean  ? " 

hand,  were  sufficiently  permanent,  '^  I  don't  know,  dear.      How  can 

although,  after  her  first  visit,  Ma-  I  tell  ?     You  are  the  best  judge  as 

dame  Facchino  seldom  came  to  the  to  whether  you  have  or  not,"  she 

house.      Neither,    so    far    as    his  said  dispiritedly.     Then  as  he  was 

sister  could  observe,   did  the  Col-  beginning  again — "Oh, don't  speak 

onel   spend  much   time   with    his  to  me,  Hal  ;  don't  ask  me  about  it; 

fiancee,  [though,   when  they   hap-  don't  talk  of  it  at  all ! "  she  sud- 

Sened  to  be  together,  she  kept  denly  burst  out,  with  a  gesture 
im  amused  and  in  good-humour  which  sent  the  account-book  flying 
as  much  as  ever.  At  other  times  off  her  knee  on  to  the  floor.  "  How 
he  was  restless,  visibly  uncom-  can  I  tell  ?  how  can  I  judge  fairly, 
fortable  and  uneasy^.  His  first  or  honestly,  or  rightly  ?  How  can 
self  -  satisfactions,  it  was  clear,  a  woman  be  trusted  in  such  a  mat- 
had    evaporated  ;    he    no    longer  ter,  when  it  is  her  life,  her  home. 
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her  whole  heart,  her  very  existenoe  swered,  all  in  a  breath,  and  in  a 

— everything  she  cares  for — that  is  tone  bordering  closely  on  f eroc- 

at  stake  ?     Let  me  be    at  peace,  ity.    ''  Forgive  me,  dear,  for  being 

Don't    ask    me.     Do    what    yon  horribly  cross,"  she  added,  a  minute 

choose — whatever  you  think  right,  hiter,  stooping  and  picking  up  the 

whatever    you   think  will  be  for  unfortunate  account-book.     "But 

your  own    happiness,    your  own  there's  no  use  in   my   pretending 

comfort, — only,  for  pity's  sake —  that  I  can  reconcile  myself  to  it — 

for  the  sake  of  all  the  years  we  have  now  or  ever.    I  don't  wish  her  any 

spent  together — don't  ask  nie  !  "  harm,  but  I  grudge,  grudge,  grudge 

The  Colonel  was  so  utterly  taken  you  to  her.  If  I  were  your  wife 
aback  at  her  vehemence,  that  he  twenty  thousand  times  over,  I 
literally  turned  pale.  An  outburst  couldn't  grudge  you  more.  What 
of  temper  from  his  sister  Frances  have  I  besides  you?  Who  else  in 
was  a  thing  unheard  of — a  thing  the  wide  world  to  care  for  but 
absolutely  portentous  —  phenom-  you  ?  A  wife  !  talk  to  me  of  a 
enal !  Somehow  or  other,  he  had  wife  !  How  many  wives  are  there, 
hardly  realised  all  that  his  mar-  I  should  like  to  know,  who  have  had 
riage  meant  for  her.  Had  she  forty  years'  companionship  of  their 
been  poor,  it  would  probably  have  husbands  ?  Of  course  I  don't  ex- 
presented  itself  to  him  in  clearer  pect  for  a  single  moment  that  you 
colours,  but  as  it  was,  it  reallj  should  feel  as  I  do.  It  would  be 
did  not  seem  to  him  as  if  it  impossible,  unnatural;  perhaps  it  is 
made  such  very  great  odds.  If  she  unnatural  even  that  I  should  feel 
didn't  care  to  go  on  living  with  so;  but  as  I  do,  for  Grod's  sake 
him  after  he  was  married,  as  very  don't  try  to  make  me  pretend  that 
possibly  she  mightn't,  she  could  live  I  am  satisfied,  when  I  am  noi  I " 
anywhere  she  liked,  and  in  what-  She  got  away  to  her  own  room 
ever  manner  she  preferred — stay  after  this  second  outburst,  and 
in  Venice,  go  elsewhere,  do  any-  threw  herself  down  into  a  chair, 
thing,  in  short,  seeing  that  she  had  hiding  her  head  against  the  back 
never  even  professed  to  be  a  de-  of  it.  It  did  seem  to  her  too  hard 
pendent  woman.  Of  course  she  — too  utterly  cruel  !  If  he  had 
was  very  fond  of  him,  he  knew  loved  her — this  other  woman — it 
that  well  enough.  He  was  very  seemed  to  her  that  it  would  have 
fond  of  her,  impossible  to  be  more  been  so  much  easier  to  bear.  Love 
so  ;  no  man  had  ever  had  a  better  the  mighty  makes  its  own  laws,  and 
sister.  Still  a  sister  naturally  wa^  all  the  older,  simpler,  homelier  ties 
a  sister, — and  nobody  in  their  necessarily  go  down  before  it  as  the 
senses  ever  expected  arrangements  weakergoes  down  before  the  strong- 
of  that  kind  to  be  absolutely  bind-  er.  But  there  was  no  question  of 
ing  and  eternal.                                 '  anything  of  the  sort  here  ;  no  pre- 

'*  I  suppose  I  couldn't  very  well  tence  or  suggestion  even  of  love, 

et  out  of  it  now,  eh,  Fan  ? — could  any  more  than  there  was  of  ad- 

?  It  would  be  rather — well,  awk-  vantage,  suitability — anything,  in 

ward,  wouldn't  it?"  he  said,  in  a  short,  at  all ! 

somewhat  quavering  voice.  Her  home  was  broken  up,  her 

"  I  don't  know,  Hal, — don't  ask  life  left  desolate,  the  comely  order 

me  ;    I  tell  you  I  have  nothing  to  of  the  days  all  put  out,  and  all  for 

do  with  it.      Get  out  of   it?     Of  what?  For  a  nothing,   throngh  a 

course   you    can't  get  out    of    it  mistake,  in  a  moment  of  aberration. 

now;    how   could    you  ?  "  she  an-  A  single  sting  of  disappointed  van- 
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ity  which  craved  solace,  two  fool-        There   was   no  harm  in  her— 
isQ  words,  and  a  chain  was  forged    Lady  Frances  was  anxious  to  be 
in  a  moment,  which  honour  forbade    just — so  far  as  she  could   see   or 
to  be  broken  ever  and  ever  again  !    learn   there   was  nothing  against 
But  did  honour  absolutely  forbid    her  excepting  her  intense  common- 
it  ?  that  was  the   question.     Why    ness.  From  the  ends  of  her  finger- 
should   such    a    foolish,    such  an    tips  to  the  very  bottom  of  her  soul 
utterly  unreasonable   bond,  made    she  was   radically    and    incurably 
in  a  moment  of  aberration,  of  heed-    common — in  her  tastes,  in  her  as- 
lessness,  fraught  with  such  incal-    pirations,  in  her  very  good-nature, 
culable  consequences,  for  him,  for    A    little,    ugly,    flippant,    jocose, 
her,  for  all   of  them — why  should    good-natured  vulganan  !    And  this 
it,  she  asked  herself,  be  regarded    was  the  woman  that  Hal  had  en- 
as  sacred  ?  Her  brother,  she  could    gaged  himself  to  marry !     No  ;  it 
see   well  enough,    was    far   from    could    not,   should   not  be,      She 
being  satisfied   with   the   wisdom    herself  would  face  the  matter  out ; 
of  his    own   proceedings.     If  for    she  would  have  the  couraee  of  her 
a   while,   for  a  few   moments,  it    opinions,  take  the  helm   in  hand, 
had   seemed    to    him    a    sort    of    and  bear  the  whole  weight   of  the 
necessity  —  a    spirited     rejoinder    responsibility,  and,  if  need  be,  of 
upon  his  part  to  the  shabby   trick    the  blame  too,  as  she  had  done  a 
which  had  been  played  upon  him    hundred  times  before.      What  all 
by  Fortune — soberer  reflection  had    her  life  long  had  she  done  but  put 
convinced    him    that   it   was  not    herself  in  the  breach  ?  and   wnen 
perhaps  such  a  very  brilliant  rep-    had  she  ever  had  a  better  reaaon 
artee  after  all.     He  shrank  palp-    for  doing  so  than  now  ?  And  then 
ably  from  announcing  his  engage-    like  a  ghost,  a  thine  of  the  night, 
ment — from  facing  the  comments    impalpable,  intangible,  arose  a  pale 
which,   tacitly,    at    all   events,  it    spectre — the  spectre  of  honour,  her 
would  have  been  certain  to  have    honour,    his   honour.      His    word 
been  received — and  had   even  ex-    was  pledged — as  surely,   as   irre- 
acted  a  promise  from  Madame  Fac-    vocably    pledged  as  though  this 
chino    that    for  the  present    she    woman  had  been    the  yonngeat, 
would  refrain  from   publicly   pro-    most  beautiful,   tenderest  of  her 
claiming  it.     Should  he  decide  to    sex, — perhaps  more  so,  seeing  that 
relinquish  this   ridiculous  engage-    the  less  greater  the  temptation,  the 
ment,  and  should  his  sister  sup-    greater  obviously  the  obligation  to 
port  him  in  so   doing,   who  could    abide  by  his  spoken  word,  or  if  not 
seriously  gainsay  them  ?    Madame    spoken  even,  then   implied  at  any 
Facchino,  it   is   true,   might  rave    rate,  and  accepted.     Women  are 
and  storm,  might  declare  herself    not  popularly  supposed  to  have  any 
the  worst  used  of  women,  but  what    very  exalted  standard  of  honour  in 
serious  injury  would  that  do  them^    such  matters  ;  but  if  so,   then  in 
The    inappropriateness     was     too    this    respect,   as  in   most   others, 
manifest,  too  obvious — it  flew  to    Lady   Frances    differed  from  the 
meet  the  eyes.      What   sort   of  a    great  majority  of  her  sex.     Wjth 
wife  was  this  for  a  Mowbray  —this    her  it  was  a  religion,  a  fetish  to 
ugly,  grimacing,  little,  green-eyed    which  she  would  cheerfully  have 
woman,  with  her  bourf/eoise  tradi-    sacriticed  herself  and  any  one  be- 
tions,  her  Bohemian  manners,  her    longing  to  her.      Better  anything 
hundred  and  one  shifts  to  get  on,    else,  better  a  hundred  times  that 
and  to  make  ends  meet?  she   should    be  miserable,    better 
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«ven  that  Hal  should  be  miserable;    that  she  found  any  particular  ela- 
better  anything    and    everything    tion  from  that  prospect ! 
should  happen,  rather  than   that        Madame  Facchino  was  also  leav- 
any   hint  of  such   a   stain  should    ing;    she   was    going,     she    said, 
visit  their  escutcheon.     She  would    to   pay   some   visits   to   her   rela. 
have  cut  off  her  own  right  hand    tions    in     Belgium,    and     would 
before  she  put  it  to  any  such  work;    then  adjourn  to  England  to  meet 
and  without  her  aid,  morally  and    her yrance,  and  make  the  acquaint- 
physically  unsustained  by  her,  she    ance  of  his  relations.     Everything 
felt   absolutely  certain  he   would    was  being  taken  down,  put  into 
never,  never  achieve  his  own  de-    big  boxes,  and  corded  up  ready  to 
liverance.     She  knew  him  too  well,    be  sent  for  whenever  their  destina- 
Mean  while  the  days  were  passing    tion  was  decided  upon.  The  familiar 
steadily  on,  each  with  its  invisible    rooms  already  wore  an   air  of  dis- 
rivet  rendering  it  more  and  more    mantled   misery;  the  trail  of  the 
impossible  to  do  anything  at  all.    despoiler    had   passed   over  them 
Gradually,   very  gradually.  Lady    all,  and  the  sooner  they  were  away 
Frances  made  up  her  mind.      The    now.  Lady  Frances  felt,  the  better, 
thing,  she  told  herself  again,  was        A  few   mornings    before   their 
done,  was  irrevocable;  and  there    final    departure  she  happened  to 
is  a  great  deal    of  dreary  satis-    awake  early,  just  as  the  first  glow 
faction  in  a  sense   of  the  utterly    of  dawn  was   beginning  to   play 
irrevocable.      If  her    home    was    over  the  convolutions  of  the  Canal, 
doomed,  well  then,  it  was  doomed.    She  found  it  impossible  to  get  to 
and   she  was  not  going  to  make    sleep  again,  so  put  on  a  dressing- 
more  fuss  about  the  matter  than    gown,  and  went  out  upon  the  b^- 
could  be  helped.  What  right,  after    cony    which    communicated  both 
all,  had  she  to  do  so  ?      Was  she    with   her  own   bedroom   and   the 
the  first  sister  that  had  been  left    sitting-room.     The  weather  within 
alone  when   her  brother  made  up    the  last  few  days  had  become  hot, 
his  mind  to  marry  ?      Was  it  not,    and   already,  early  as  it  was,  the 
on  the  contrary,  the  invariable  end    air  which  came  to  meet  her  was 
to  such   arrangements    as  theirs,    almost  like  the  breath  of  a  green- 
the  sting  which  lay  at  the  root  of    house.      Venice  looked  like  a  city 
all  such  temporary  unions  ?    Hap-    created  for  delight,  but  left  vacant, 
pily   she  had   a  good  deal  to  ao    Up  and  down  in  all  the  sinuous 
too,  and  that  helped  to  fill  up  her    silvery   reaches  of  the  Canal,  not 
thoughts  and  the  days.  They  were    a  sound;  in  all  the  shut  or  open 
giving  up  their  apartment,  had  al-    mulitudes  of  windows  not  a  face, 
ready  given   notice  to  that  effect    not  a  sign  of  life.      Only  down  at 
to   its  owner.      Its    bigness    had    the   traghetto,  a  man  sat  sleepily 
always  been   a  fault,   and   under    up  in  a  gondola,  and  rubbed  his  eyes 
these  changed  circumstances,  was    wearily  for  a  moment  before  roll- 
of  course  more  of  a  fault  than  ever,    ing  heavily  back  again,  face  down- 
What  the  Colonel's   future  plans    wards,  upon  the  cushions, 
would  be  remained  to  be  seen,  but        Lady  Frances  drew  a  camp-stool 
his  sister  had  quite  made  up  her    towards  her,  and  sat  down,  leaning 
mind  that  she  at  least  was  not  go-    her  elbows  upon  the  stone  balus- 
ing  to  live  on  in  Venice.      Further    trade,  and  looking  out  towards  the 
than  this  she  did  not  see  her  way.    satiny  clearness  of  the  lagune.     A 
The  world  was  all  before  her  where    big  India-bound  steamer,  lying  near 
to  choose,  but  it  cannot  be  said    ly  opposite  the  Piazzetta,  began  to 
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show  some  signs  of  life,  puffing  oat  invade  his  master's  chambers  thas 
volumes  of  smoke  into  the  unsullied  prematurely.  Presently  the  sound 
air.  A  couple  of  gondolas,  filled  ceased,and  the  next  moment  there 
with  men,  put  out  presently  to-  was  a  movement  of  the  boards 
wards  it,  their  long  thm  forms,  with  under  her  feet,  and  leaning  a  little 
the  line  of  crowded  heads  above,  forward,  she  saw  that  the  Colonel 
suggesting  the  fantastic  notion  of  a  himself  was  standing  at  his  door- 
crew  of  South  Sea  Islanders  bent  way,  which  opened  like  her  own 
upon  a  war-track.  So  still  was  it  upon  the  balcony, 
that  the  falling  of  a  couple  of  planks  He  was  dressed,  but  instead  of  his 
upon  the  deck  of  a  barge  half  a  mile  coat,  had  pulled  on  the  famoas  red- 
aijfay  sounded  quite  loud  and  rever-  and-brown  dressing-gown,  which 
berating  in  the  nilence.  Suddenly,  figured  in  the  first  scene  of  this 
with  a  great  whirring  of  wings,  a  little  history,  and  over  which  the 
detachment  of  the  doves  of  St  wealth  of  his  auburn  beard  spread 
Mark's  swept  by,  alighting  upon  itself  with  its  wonted  luxananoe. 
the  canipOy  and  beginning  to  search  If  the  beard  and  the  dressing-gown 
about  for  bread-crumbs  underneath  were  the  same,  the  expression  of 
the  windows,  the  newly  risen  sun  their  wearer  was  widely  different 
shining  upon  their  brilliant  neck-  from  what  it  was  upon  that  placid 
feathers.  Lady  Frances  put  her  and  cheerful  occasion.  The  poor 
head  suddenly  down  upon  the  Colonel's  face  had  a  hunted,  care* 
balustrade  and  sobbed  aloud.  A  driven  aspect,  which  sat  oddly,  and 
great  yearning  love  for  Venice  as  it  were  pathetically,  upon  his 
rose,  brimmed  over,  and  seemed  naturally  cheerful  and  care-defying 
to  flood  her  heart — for  Venice  lineaments.  His  forehead  was 
itself,  apart  from  all  whom  it  con-  crumpled  up  to  the  roots  of  his 
tained,  and  even  all  that  it  sug-  hair  ;  and  as  if  to  balance  this, 
gested.  Never  until  now  that  she  his  moustaches,  upon  the  other 
was  leaving  it  had  she  realised  how  hand,  trailed  dismally  at  the  cor- 
completelyithad  wound  itself  round  ners.  His  whole  aspect  was  that 
her  heartstrings  ;  not  like  a  place  of  a  man  to  whom  the  facing  of  a 
at  all, — a  town — a  mere  aggre-  decision  is  pain  and  grief  nnspeak- 
gation  of  bricks  and  mortar, — but  able,  but  who  has  been  driven 
like  a  living  thing — a  sister  ;  some-  by  the  despotism  of  circumstance 
thing  that  it  was  like  a  tearing  into  doine  so;  a  moody  despera- 
asunderof  the  very  heart  within  her  tion  was  legible  even  in  the  sit  of 
to  think  that  she  might  never  see  his  necktie.  He  started  when  he 
again.  She  let  her  head  lie  along  perceived  his  sister,  and  half  drew 
the  unresponsive  length  of  the  bal-  back  as  if  he  would  have  g^ne  in, 
ustrade,  and  sobbed  like  a  child  that  but  perceiving  the  futility  of  this, 
has  been  robbed  of  its  home.  advanced  on  the  contrary  a  few 
She  was  roused  by  a  sound  not  steps,  and  stood  with  his  hands 
far  off  ;  a  sound  of  something  mov-  upon  the  railing,  looking  ont  over 
ing  in  the  next  room  but  one,  the  gradually  brightening  lengths 
which  was  that  occupied  by  the  of  water. 

Colonel — the  dull  jerking  scrape  of  Lady  Frances  waited  a  moment, 

something  moderately  heavy  being  expecting    him    to    speak    or  to 

pulled  over  the  tiled  floor.     What  make    some    movement    towards 

could  it  be  ?  she  wondered.    It  was  her.     Then,  seeing  that  he  did  not 

unlike  Hal  to  be   astir  so  early  ;  do  either,  she  crossed  over  to  the 

neither  was  it  his  valet's  custom  to  portion  of  the  balcony  which  lay 
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in  front  of  the  sitting-room,  and  answered.  "  Of  course,  the  instant 
which  l>ronght  them  within  easy  she  reeeive§  your  letter  she  will 
speaking  distance  of  one  another.      oome  off  here  ;  and  you  can't  well 

"  How  early  you  are,  Hal  I  "  she    tell    the    servanla    to    forbid    Iier 
said  in  as  oheciful  a  tone  ae  she    the  door  after  all  that  has  taken 
could  muster,     "  Didn't  you  sleep    place,  can  you  ?  " 
well,  dear?"  He  moved  uneasily,  and  glanced 

"  No,  but  that's  nothing  new.  I  behind  him,  aa  if  already  expect- 
haven't  slept  Weil  for  a  week  past."    ing  to  see  the  door  fly  open,  and 

"  How  is  that  ? "  the  figure    of    an    aggrieved    and 

He  took  no  notice  of  the  question,  indignant  woman  appearing  upon 
but  remained  looking  moodily  out    the  threshold. 

across  the  Canal,  as  if  trying  to  "  One  needn't  he  here  to  see  her 
distinguish  soiuething  which  lay  when  she  comes,"  he  said  defiantly, 
apon  the  opposite  side.  Suddenly,  Instantly  there  rushed  back  upon 
without  liftinghisheadorchangiug  Lady  Frances's  mind  the  sound 
his  postnre,  he  added  abruptly —       which  she  had  heard   ten   minutes 

"I've  made  up  my  mind  about  ago,  and  which  had  then  so  puzr.ted 
something,  Fan.  I'm  going  to  her.  She  knew  now  what  it  was 
break  this  off  !  "  perfectly.     It    was    the    Colonel's 

She  started,  and  leaned  forward  big  portmanteau,  pulled  forward 
BO  as  to  try  and  catch  a  glimpse  of  by  the  Colonel's  own  hands ! 
his  face.  "Tour  marriage,  do  you  "You  don't  mean  to  say  that 
mean,  Hal  1 "  she  said  quickly,  yon  are  going  away,  Hal  r "  she 
"  Yon  mean  to  break  off  your  said— a  ring  of  astonishment,  not 
marriage  F**  unmingled     with    something    like 

"My  engagement.  It's  not  a  contempt,  appearing  in  her  tone, 
marriage  yet.  "Running  away,"  she  added  em- 

"It's    very      nearly    one,"     she    phatically. 
answered  gravely.  The    Colonial    reddened.      "  you 

"  There^  a  great  deal  of  differ-  may  call  it  what  you  choose,  Fan," 
ence."  he   said    angrily;  "all  I  tell  you 

"  How  are  you  going  to  do  it  ?  "  is,  that  there  is  only  one  way 
she  inquired,  without  pausing  to  of  breaking  it  off,  and  that  is  for 
discuss  this  point.  Then,  as  he  did  me  to  go  away.  If  I  stay  and 
not  immediately  answer — "You  see  her  again,  it  will  be  all  up 
arc  going  to  see  her,  I  suppo'-e  ? "  with  me.  I  know  how  it  would 
she  added.  be  as  well  as  if  it  had  happened 

He  winced.  "  No,  I  am  not  already.  She  wouldn't  get  mto  a 
going  to  see  her!"  he  said  irri-  rage  orstorm  like  any  other  woman 
tably.  "I'm  writing  to  her;  I  might ;  not  a  bit  of  it.  She'd sim- 
have  written,  in  fact."  ply  laugh  and  joke  as  if  it  were  the 

"  Have  you  sent  the  letter  ?  "        merest   trifle,  and  begin  and  talk 

"  No,  I  m  sending  it.  It's  in  about  a  hundred  other  things,  and 
there ; "  he  jerked  his  head  back  then  bring  the  conversation  round 
towards  the  room.  There  was  a  to  it  again  bit  by  bit,  with  that 
few  minutes'  pause,  and  then  he  tongueof  hers  which  would  wheedle 
added — "I  couldn't  go  to  see  her,  the  very  birds  off  the  trees,  and 
Fan  ;  n^n  my  life,  I  couldn't,  before  half  an  hour  was  over  I 
Besides,  It  would  spoil  everything."    should  find  myself  walking  away 

"  It  won't  make  any  great  differ-  lost  as  tightly  engaged  as  ever  I 
ence,  dear,  so  far  as  I  can  see,"  she    She's  a  deuced   clever  woman,  I 
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can  tell  you,"  Madame  Facchino's        "  I    don't    wish    it,    dear,    you 
betrothed  asseverated  solemnly.         know  that  perfectly    well,    but  I 

"  If  she  makes  light  of  what  you  don't  see  what  my  wishes  have  to 
say,  it  seems  to  me  she  could  make  say  to  it,  one  Way  or  other,"  she 
light  just  as  well  of  what  you  write,  answered  quietly.  "  The  fact  re- 
What  is  to  hinder  her?"  his  sister  mains  that  you  are  engaged  tober^ 
inquired.  and  that  bemg  the  case,  slfe  has  % 

**  She  can't  well  do  that,  if  there    perfect  right,  it  seems  to   me,  to 
is  black  and  white,  all  the  more  if    know  where  you  are." 
she  don't  see  me,"  he  answered.  "  But  I  shouldn't  be  engaged  if 

"  She  will  go  after  you."  I  break  off  the  engagement,  don't 

"  How    can    she  ?      She    won't    you  see  ? " 
know  my  address.     I  shall   go  to        "  You  can't  do   that,  Hal — not 
Roumania — to  the  Bajerhoffs,  you    without  her  consent." 
know.     I've    always    intehded    to     .   "  Nonsense,    Fan !      Dossens   of 
shoot   there  some  spring,  and  I'll    men  do  it  every  day  in  the  year." 
go  this.     I  couldn't  have  a  better        ''  I  don't  know  how  many  dozen 
opportunity."  men  may  do  so,   dear,   but  I  am 

"Even  if  you  go  and  live  there,  perfectly  certain  that  no  gentle- 
you  can't  vanish  utterly  from  the  man  ever  does  so,"  his  sister  said,, 
face  of  the  earth,  can  you  ?    You    decidedly. 

will   have  to   leave  your  address        The     poor    Coloners    puckered 
with  some  one. "  brow  grew  even  gloomier  and  more 

"I'll  only  leave  it  iv'ith  you,  puckered  than  before,  and  he  kicked 
Fan."  nis  foot  viciously  against  the  base  of 

"  Well,  and  if  you  do,  I  must  the  railing.  "  All  right,  then,  you 
give  it  to  her  if  she  asks  me  for  it,  wish  me  to  go  on  with  it,"  he  said, 
of  course,  dear,"  she  replied  con-  "  And  it  will  be  all  your  doing,, 
vincingly.  mind,  if  it  don't  turn  out  well,  and 

The  Colonel  jumped  as  if  he  I'm  wretched  —  remember  that  I 
had  been  shot,  and  turned  round  You  set  her  feelings  and  interests 
with  mouth  and  eyes  widely  open,    above  mine,  you  think  of  her  first. 

"  Fan  ! "  he  almost  shouted,  and  I  don't  say  but  what  it's  perfectly 
stood  there  staring  in  the  extrein-  right  and  proper,  but  it's  not  be- 
ity  of  his  astonishment.  "  You,  ing  what  I  call  sisterly,"  Colonel 
Fan,  you  to  turn  upon  me  like  Hal  concluded  vindictively, 
that  ?  Gad  !  I  wouldn't  have  be-  "  I  don't  care  the  very  least 
lieved  it  if  an  archbishop  had  sworn  about  her  feelings — I  have  vet  to 
it !  What  has  happened  to  you  learn  that  she  has  any  ;  but  1  care 
since  last  week  ?  You  were  wild  everything  about  your  honour^ 
then  against  this  marriage,  so  that    dear." 

I  thought  you  at  least  would  be  "  Honour  !  Stuff  !  Yon  may 
delighted  when  I  told  you  that  I  trust  a  man  tojtake  care  of  his  own 
had  made  up  my  mind  to  break  it  honour  without  your  help  !  You 
off.  In  fact  it  was  on  your  ac-  live  shut  up  with  your  books  and 
count  nearly  as  much  as  on  my  your  own  notions  so,  that  you 
own  that  I  decided  to  do  so,  be-  don't  know  how  people — reason- 
cause  you  told  me  that  you'd  be  able  men  and  women— -look  at  such 
lonely,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing;  things.  Every  man  can't  go  on 
and  instead  of  that  you  are  wish-  with  a  thing  because  he  has  been 
ing,  actually  wishing,  me  to  go  on  fool  enough  to  let  himself  in  for 
with  it."  it !     By   Jove  !   when  I  come  to 
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look  at  the  thing  nearer,  I  wonder  and  to  tell  her  friends,  as  I  have- 
bow  I  coald  ev«r  have  wished  to  no  doubt  she  baa  done — why,  bow 
marry  any  woman,  if  she  were  can  you  break  it  ofiF  with  any  an- 
the  Venna  de  Medici !  One  would  proacb  to  honour?  It  wouldn't  b« 
never  be  one'a  own  raasier  again  1"  commonly  honest.  I  wonder  you 
tbe  poor  Colonel  exclaimed,  ruffling  don't  see  it  so  yourself,  dear,  It 
lip  his  bairaud  heard  into  the  wild-  would  be  simply  cheating." 
est  and  most  picturesque  disorder.  The  Colonel's  face  was  a  study  of 
aa  he  ruefaliy  contemplated  his  cmotionM,  in  which  anger  remained 
prospective  slavery.  predominant.     Before  he  had  time 

"I  am  afr»d   you  should  have  to  make  any  rejoinder,   however, 

thoQght  of  that  sooner,  dear,"  bis  Lady  Frances  went  on. 

sister    replied     ruthlessly.      "No,  "  There  is  only  one  possible  way 

don't  think  I  »Ay   it  for  the  sake  that  I  can  see  to  get  out  of  it,"  she 

of  making    myself    disagreeable  ;  said  steadily.      "  You     must     get 

but    if  yon  had    only  ei^en  a  little  Aer  to  consent  to  it." 

more  clearly  wliat  your  own   feel-  "Get    her    to    consent    to    it! 

ings  really  were  before  you  asked  Xow  you're  talking  greater  non- 

her  to  marry  you,  why  then "  sense   iban    ever,     Fan  1    Consont 

"lDever<ft(f  ask  her  to  marry  to  il  ?    Wliy  upon    earth    should 

me  at  all,  as  it  iiappens  !  "  she  consent  to  it  ?    She  bas  every- 

"  Well,  you  allowed  her  iothink  thin§  to  gain  by  the  marriage,  and 

you  had  done  so."  nothmg  to    lose.      What   mduce- 

"  She  knew  perfectlv  well  that  I  ment  could  you  possibly  offer  her 

had  done  nothuig  of  tlie  sort.    She  to  break  it  off  ?  " 

only  pretended  that  she  thought  I  "  There  is  always  money." 

had  done  ao  ;    and  I — well,  I  snp-  "  Money  !    To  buy  her  off,   you 

pose   I     wanted  the     presence    of  mean?   And  you  call   tluit  acting 

mind,   or  the  brutality,   or  some-  delicately,  do  you— /Art*  having  a 

tbing,  to  tell  her  that  she   was  a  regard  for  my  honour,  and  all  the 

huraDug,  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  rest  of  it !    I  don't  want  to  marry 

And — in     short,     you    know    the  her,  if  I  can    help    it  ;    I'd    much 

whole  story.  Fan,  as  well  as  I  do,  rather  not.     Not  that  I  don't  like 

so  there  is  no  use  in  going  over  it  her  well  enough  in  a  way,  but  I 

again  1  "  don't  want  to    marry  her,  or   auy 

"  I  know,  Hal — you  told  me  ;  but  one  ;  I  was  a  fool  when  I  thought 

I  don't  see  that    it    really    affects  I    did  ;    I'm  ever  ao   much  better 

the  question."  off  as  1  am.     But  though  I  don't 

"  You  don't  see  any   difference  want  to  marry  her,  I  don't  tbink 

between  my  proposing  to  her,  and  so  poorly  of  her  as  to  suppose  for 

her  accepting  me  without  my  pro-  a  moment  that  she'd  take  money 

posing  ?  "  to  give  me  up." 

"No;  I'm  afraid  not.  Of  course,  "And  yet  you  were    proposing 

at   the   time  you   could  have  put  to  make  her  give  you  up  without 

matters  right ;  perhaps  even  within  any  equivalent  at  all  !  " 

two  or  three  days  afterwards— I  For   all     answer    Colonel     Hal 

don't  know  ;    but  now  that  it  has  turned    on    his   heel    and    walked 

been  going  on  for  weeks,  and  that  off   to    his   own    room — the    only 

Tou  have  allowed  her  to  proceed  resource  left  to  a  man  and  a  bro- 

upon    the  supposition    that  she  is  tber  when  thus  ungenerously  driv- 
to  be  your  wife,  and  to  make  all '  en  into  a  coroer  by  a  woman  and 

her  preparations  with  that    idea,  a  sister,  whom  polite  custom  auct 
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family     affection    prevented     his  tormentor,  his  red-and-brown  dress- 
swearing  at.  ing-gown   falling  in   tragic   folds 

Lady  Frances  stayed  where  she  around  him. 

was   a   minute   or  two,   and  then  "  A  very  pleasant  sort  of  letter 

followed  him.     Even  the  outward  that  would  be  for  a  man  to  have  to 

aspect  of  the  room  would  have  told  write  to  a  lady  he  is  engaged  to, 

an  intelligent  looker-on  that  a  des-  wouldn't  it  ?  "  he  said  witheringly. 

perate  resolution  had  been  arrived  "  Pleasant  for  me  to  have  to  write, 

at  by  its   occupant,  and   was    in  and  most  particularly  pleasant  for 

the  act  of  being  carried  through  her  to  have  to  answer  !  " 

with   all  the  impetuosity   of    one  "Would  it  be  any  worse  than 

who   fears   the  first  fiery  impulse  that  one  ? "  she  inquired,  pointing 

may  evaporate  before  he  has  had  to  the  table  ;  then  before  he  could 

time  to    execute     it.      The    Col-  reply,   "Mind,     I'm    not     urging 

onel's  travelling  clothes  had  been  you   to  do   it,   Hal.      I've   never 

dragged  from   their   usual   recep-  suggested  your  breaking  off  your 

tacles,  and  were  scattered    wildly  engagement,   have  I  ?    1  know    I 

over  chairs   in   its   vicinity  ;    the  lost  my  temper  about  it  the  other 

big  portmanteau,  whose  progress  day,  but  I  promise  not  to  do  even 

across  the  tiles  Lady  Frances  had  that  again  ;   and  if  you  feel  that 

heard,  lay  extended  upon  the  floor  you    can   go   on   with    it   and    be 

in  a  prodigious  yawn  ;   and  upon  happv,  why,  by  all  means  do,  and 

a  table  near  at  hand   lay  a  couple  I  will  never  utter  another  syllable, 

of  notes,  hastily  penned,  and  still  But,   on   the  other  hand,  if    you 

more  hastily  blotted,  one  of  which  mean  to  break  it  off,  it  seems  to  me 

his  sister,  with  half  an  eye,  per-  that  there's  only  one  way  you  can 

oeived  to  be  directed  to  herself.  do  it — you  must  get  her  consent.*' 

She   waited    a  minute  or    two  "  And  I  tell  you.  Fan,  that  it's 

without  saying  anything,  while  he  not  to  be  done,  not  to  he  done,  don't 

moved  about,  affecting  to  ignore  you  hear  ?  "    he  replied  positively, 

her  presence,  and  to  continue  his  "  I  know  her  better  than  you  do  a 

preparation  for  an  immediate  start,  long  way.     She'd  never  let  me  off 

Then  she  said —  — never.     She  knows  better." 

"Write  another  note,  Hal.  "She  must,  Hal,  if  you  are  to 
Tell  her  that,  on  further  con-  get  out  of  it  at  all,"  she  returned 
sideration,  you  feel  that  it  is  with  at  least  equal  decision.  *'  As 
really  impossible  for  you  to  go  to  running  away  and  leaving  every- 
on  with  your  engagement.  Tell  thing  unsettled,  and — and  breaking 
her  that  you  know  you  are  be-  your  word,  Hal,  dear,  you  must 
having  abominably  badly — which,  know  that  couldn't  be  done  I  In 
of  course,  you  are — but  that  you  fact,  I  am  sure  you  never  would 
throw  yourself  upon  her  mercy  ;  have  done  so,  it  was  just  an  idea 
and  that,  if  by  any  means  you  that  passed  through  your  mind, 
could  make  amends  for  your  mis-  You  never  would  have  carried  it 
conduct,  you  are  quite  ready  to  do  out — never  ;  I  know  you  better 
so.  And  then  wait  and  see  what  than  you  know  yourself." 
she  says."  The  Colonel  said  nothing,  but 
The  poor  man,  thus  baited,  flung  his  face  expressed  the  modified 
the  garment  which  he  happened  to  obstinacy  of  a  man  whose  resolu- 
have  in  his  hand  at  the  moment  tion  is  gradually  getting  under- 
down  upon  the  nearest  chair,  and  mined.  He  was  not  at  all  sure 
himself  into  another,  where  he  sat  that  his  sister  did  know  him 
gazing  in  dramatic  misery  at  his  better  than  he  did    himself ;    in. 
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fact  he  was   perfectly  clear  that  ever,   that    she  knew  of   his    in- 

in  this  particular  instance  she  did  tention  beforehand,  the   whole  as- 

not.     The  coarage  which  it  takes  pect  of  affairs  was  changed,   and 

to  fly — not  such  a  very  inconsider-  changed  unquestionably    for    the 

able  portion  either,  if  one  thinks  of  worse.      A   sense   of  that   unrea- 

it — he  certainly  possessed,  for  he  sonable  and   quite  unwarrantable 

had  already  wound  himself  up  to  chanciness,  which  has  so  often  in- 

it;  but  the  courage  that  it  takes  to  terf erred  with  the  destiny  of  men 

stay  and  face  out  the  worst — that,  and  of  nations,  was  strong  upon  the 

he  tremblingly  owned  to  himself,  poor  ColonePs  mind  at  that  moment, 

that  he  was  far,  very  far,  from  being  What  could  have  induced  Frances 

able  to  lay  his  hands  on.     It  was  to  ^o  prowling  about  the  house  at 

clear  to  him — clear  as  the  sun  which  such  an  hour  of  the  morning,  in- 

was  then  lighting  up  the  top  of  the  stead  of  remaining  in  her  bed  like 

Dogana — that  there  was  only  one  a  reasonable  woman  ?  he  thought, 

way  of  getting  out  of  this  dilemma  with  natural  indignation. 

in  which  he  found  himself,  and  that  '*  It  would  take  a  deuce  of  a  lot 

one  was  flight.      It  might  not  be  of  money  to  compensate  her  !  "  he 

heroic,  it  might  not   be   particu-  said  at  last,  sullenly. 

larly  8traightH)rward,  or  possibly,  "  Yes;  enough  to    make    up  a 

even,  as  his  sister  said,  gentleman-  regular  income,  wouldn't  it  ?    Lis- 

like,    bat   it  was    the  only    way.  ten,  Hal,  and   don't  interrupt  me. 

Any   other  attempt   would    be  a  dear,   for  a  moment ;  I  have  been 

mere  rattling  and  shaking  of  the  thinking  it  all  over.     Your  money, 

captive's  chains;  very   uncomfort-  being  in  land,  would  be  out  of  the 

able  to  himself,  and  not  productive  question — you   couldn't  touch  it  ; 

of  the  slightest  result  in  the  end.  whereas  there  is  that  thirty  thou. 

As  he  himself  said,  he  knew  this  sand  pounds  of  mine,  simply  in- 

woman  whom  he  had  engaged  him-  vested  in  the  Funds,  and  we  could 

self  to  marry.  get  at  it  almost  at   any  moment. 

I'pon  the  other  hand  there  was  This  is  what  I  propose.     Offer  her 

now  this  other   woman   whom  he  half,  and  see  what  she  says  to  it." 

also  knew — his  sister,   his  friend;  "  Half  I        Fifteen       thousand 

the  lifelong  sharer  of   all  his  pro-  pounds  ?    Are   you    crazy.  Fan  ? 

jects  and  intentions,  and  keeper  to  Offer  her  half  your  fortune  ?  " 

some  extent  of  his   conscience — a  "Yes  ;    what  then  ?      I  should 

sufficiently  formidable  figure,  stand-  still  have  the  other  half.    You  said 

ing  right  in  the  very  path  of  his  re-  yourself  just  now   that  it   would 

treat.     If  he  had  only  not  had  the  take  a  lot  of  money  to  compensate 

ill  luck  to  come  .  upon   her  at  so  her,  and  of  course  it  would." 

preposterously  an  early  hour  of  the  "I  never  said  that  I  was   going 

morning  !    he    thought    irritably,  to  take  half  your  money — to  make 

there  would  have  been  plenty  of  a  beggar  of  you  !     Did  I  ?  " 

time  to  be  off  and  away  before  she  "  Nonsense,  Hal.     It  is  you  now 

suspected  anything;  and  once  gone  that  are  not  talking  reason.     Who 

— the     thing    definitely     done —  ever  heard  of  a  single  woman  with 

though  she  might  have  been  very  seven  or  eight  hundred  a-year  being 

indignant,  and  might  have  said  sev-  a  beggar  ?  " 

€ral  very  unpleasant  things  about  "  You  may  take   your  oath  I'll 

it  when  they  next  met,   there  was  never  touch  a  penny  of  yours  for 

also  DO  question  in  his  own  mind  any  such  purpose,  even  if  it  would 

but  what  she  would  have  forgiven  do  any  good,   which  it  wouldn't  ; 

him  in  the  long-ran.      Now,  now-  so  put  that  out  of  yoar  mind  once 


350  Plain  Frances  Mowbray. —  Concltmoti.  [March 

for  all,"  the  Colonel  said,  in  the  riage  itself,  the  position  and  the 
tone  of  a  man  whose  mind  is  irrev-  prestige,  the  whole  thing.  It  is 
ocably  made  up.  me  she  wants,"  the  Colonel  added^ 

"  Not  to  please  me,  dear  ?  not  not  without  a  certain  solemnity, 
to  give  me  the  greatest  possible  Before  Lady  Frances  could  an- 
pleasure  I  could  have  ?"  she  urged,  swer,  the  door  was  cautiously  open- 
taking  hold  of  his  sleeve,  and  pull-  ed,  and  her  br-other's  Italian  valet 
ing  it  gently  as  she  tried  to  catch  appeared  with  a  can  of  hot  water 
his  eye.  "  You  can  offer  her  less  in  his  hand,  advancing  with  care- 
first,  you  know,"  she  went  on  ;  ful  steps,  for  fear  of  prematurely 
"  and  if  she  stands  out,  offer  her  disturbing  his  master  s  slumbers, 
more  and  more  till  she  is  satisfied.  He  started  back  on  perceiving 
Hal,  dearest,  what  in  the  world  the  two  figures  in  earnest  conver- 
does  the  money  matter  ?  Surely  sation  near  the  window,  and  would 
we  could  be  happy  anywhere  to-  have  discreetly  retired,  but  she  felt 
gether  upon  half  or  quarter  of  it,  that  the  discussion  had  already 
so  long  as  we  only  were  together?"    been   sufficiently   prolonged,    and 

The  Colonel  did  not  pluck  his  that  nothing  would  at  present  be 
sleeve  away,  as  he  felt  much  gained  by  continuing  it,  so  with- 
inclined  to  do,  but  he  looked  drew  instead  to  her  own  room^ 
moodily  out  of  the  window,  in-  leaving  her  brother  to  continue  his 
stead  of  responding  to  the  glance  interrupted  toilet.  At  breakfast 
which  sought  his  own.  Frances's  the  servants  were  also  present,  and 
recklessly  magnanimous  disregard  the  conversation  was  therefore 
of  money  in  larger  matters,  had  kept  to  generalities;  but  in  the 
before  now  annoyed  him,  but  course  of  the  day  they  recurred  to 
never  so  much  as  to-day.  In  the  the  previous  topic,  and  at  last  the 
everyday  household  details  he  Colonel  agreed  to  write  a  sort  of 
was  disposed  to  think  her  a  modified  version  of  the  letter  first 
trifle  stingy,  and  had  more  than  sketched  out  by  his  sister,  protest- 
once  openly  derided  her  cheese-  ing  vehemently  all  the  time  that 
paring  notions  and  miserly  regard  he  knew  that  it  wasn't  the  least 
for  candle-ends;  and  this  everyday  use,  and  would  merely  make  a  hor- 
penuriousness  seemed  to  bring  this  rible  rumpus  for  nothing,  but  that 
other  and  opposite  characteristic  he  just  did  it  to  content  her,  and 
of  hers  into  all  the  more  strong  to  prove  to  her  how  entirely  she 
relief.  "  Women  were  an  extra-  was  in  the  wrong, 
ordinary  mixture  !  "  he  observed  All  that  day  they  waited  in  a 
to  himself,  as  many  another  and  state  of  feverish  suspense,  expect- 
a  wiser  man  has  remarked  before  ing  every  moment  to  see  the  door 
him.  fly  widely  open,  and  Madame  Fac- 

"  I  tell  you.  Fan,  that's  all  ohino  appear  upon  the  threshold, 
nonsense — the  merest  moonshine,"  Their  attitude  was  wasted,  how- 
he  said  authoritatively.  I  don't  ever.  No  Madame  Facchino  ap- 
mean  that  it  isn't  very  good  and  peared,  neither  did  she  write  or 
ge^;ierou8,  and  all  that  of  you,  but  send.  In  the  course  of  the  follow- 
you  don't  understand  the  matter  ing  day,  however,  there  did  arrive 
at  all.  Madame  Facchino  isn't  an  a  short  note  of  two  lines,  request- 
adventuress,  as  you  seem  to  ima-  ing  the  Colonel  would  kindly  look 
gine.  She  may  like  money  well  in  that  evening.  She  had  a  relaxed 
enough — no  doubt  most  people  do  throat  which  confined  her  to  the 
— but  it  isn't  the  money  in  this  house,  otherwise  she  would  not 
case  she  wants  so  much  as  the  mar-    have  trouble  him,  she  8aid.     To 
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this  there  could  only  he  one  reply,  tain   prospective   pride   in   so   re- 

and  the  Colonel  went.  markable  a  phenomenon. 

"  You'll  see  she'll  never  agree  It  was  the  last  struggle  of  the 
to  anything  of  the  sort,  not  if  we  captive  for  freedom  I  P  or  a  little 
were  to  offer  her  every  penny  we  while  longer  Lady  Frances  still 
possess  in  the  world,  and  ever  so  cherished  hopes  of  a  different  end 
much  more  upon  top  of  that,"  he  to  the  drama,  but  in  this  she  de- 
said,  with  a  sort  of  gloomy  satis-  ceived  herself  ;  nay,  oddly  enough, 
faction,  as  he  stood  smoothing  the  Colonel  after  this  not  merely 
down  his  hat  previous  to  depart-  resigned  himself  without  another 
ing  upon  his  momentous  errand,  struggle  to  his  destiny,  but  be- 
"  It's  fne  she  wants,  I  tell  you,"  came  almost  cheerful  and  jocund 
he  added,  putting  it  upon  his  over  his  prospects.  As  he  could 
head  with  an  air  of  desperation,  not  effect  his  escape  absolutely 
not,  however,  unmingled  with  a  and  without  leaving  a  trace  be- 
certain  jauntiness.  hind  him,  it  seemed  to  him  better,. 

It  appeared  that  he  was  right,  probably,  to  take  the  thing  resign- 

What  took  place  exactly  upon  that  edly  and  comfortably,  rather  tha» 

occasion  Lad  V  Frances  never  learnt,  to  wear  himself  out  with  kicking 

but  apparently  the  Colonel's  efforts  against  pricks  which  would  never 

to  achieve  his  own  deliverance  had  yield  an  inch  to  his  efforts, 

been  of  the  feeblest.  It  was  nearly  It  seemed  very  unaccountable  to 

one  o'clock  when  he  returned,  and  his  sister    that    one  mood   should 

found   his   sister    still   sitting   up  follow  so  closely  upon  the  heels  of 

waiting  for  him  in  the  same  chair  the  other,  but  so  it  was,  and  she 

as  he  had  left  her  in  three  or  four  was  obliged  to  recognise  the  fact, 

hourepreviously.  She  could  not  help   feeling,  too,. 

"Well?"  she  inquired  anxiously,  that  there  had  been  a  certain  de- 

as  he  came  into  the  room.  gree  of  fatality  in  that  joint  piece 

"  Well  what  ?     There's  nothing  of  early  rising  upon  the  part  both 

to  say  well  about  I "  of   herself   and    her   brother.      If 

"  Do  you  mean  that  she  won't  they   bad  only  selected    different 

give  you  up  ? "  days   for  their    wakefulness,  liow 

"  No,  of  course  not.     I  always  different    might    the    event  have 

told  you  she  wouldn't.      Noboay  been  !     She  aid  not  quite  go  the 

in  their  senses    would    ever  have  length  of  wishing  that  it  had  been 

imagined  that  she  would  !  "  he  an-  so,  for  that  would  have  been  im- 

swered,  seating  himself  in  a  chair,  moral,  but    she    sighed    now  and 

and  stretching  his  feet  out  luxuri-  then  as  she  reflected  over  it.     The 

ouslybefore  him.  stars  in  their  courses  had  certainly 

"What    did    she   say?     What  fought  for  Madame  Facchi  no,  since 

answer  did  she  make  to  your  let-  even  her  adversary's   efforts   had 

ter?    She  must   have  made  some  turned  in  the  end  so  distiiictlv  to 

answer."  her  advantage.     When,  a  few  day» 

"She  didn't  say  much.  There  later,  the  two  ladies  met,  that 
were  some  other  fellows  there,  and  astute  little  personage  was  as  ami- 
there  was  some  music,  and  the  ably  alert  and  deferential  as  ever, 
usual  sort  of  thing  going  on,  and  showing  no  symptom  whatsoever 
she  only  said  a  word  or  two  to  me  of  any  consciousness  of  what  had 
just  as  I  was  coming  away.  She  recently  taken  place,  the  only  dif- 
is  a  deuced  clever  little  woman,  as  ference  in  her  manner  being  that  it 
I  ha'^e  told  you  before,"  Colonel  had  certainly  quite  lost  that  slight 
Hal  repeated,  not  without  a  cer-  touch    of     conscious     culpabihtjr 
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which  it  had  shown  when  the  en-  was  doing,  she  was  to  leave  it  all 

gagementhad  been  first  announced,  at  once  and  come. 

Lady  Frances  accepted  defeat.  Lady  Frances  did  not  attempt 
Had  there  been  a  possibility  of  to  resist  the  call.  She  went 
-continuing  the  struggle,  she  would  back  to  Venice,  and  spent  the 
have  fought  it  out  to  the  last ;  but  whole  of  what  remained  of  that 
tliere  was  none,  and  she  could  not  winter  and  the  following  spring 
fihut  her  eyes  to  the  fact.  She  col-  in  the  house  near  the  Reden- 
iected  her  personal  possessions,  set  tore.  It  was  an  unusually  cold 
her  house  in  order,  and  one  day  in  wet  season,  and  the  fogs  were  tre- 
mid-June,  when  Venice  had  passed  mendous — phantom  armies,  with 
into  that  sleepy  summer  state  in  long  white  arms  far  outstretched 
which  it  is  her  custom  to  doze  parading  unceasingly  up  and  down 
away  the  dog-days, — when  every-  the  grey  face  of  the  Canal,  envel- 
thing  and  everybody  looked  oping  the  churches,  and  the  ship- 
dreamy  and  ghost-like,  and  the  ping,  even  the  walks  and  alleys 
air  had  a  vapourish  warmth  like  of  the  garden,  which  seemed  filled 
that  of  a  well-kept  fernhouse, —  with  some  sort  of  finely  carded 
she  and  her  maid  were  rowed  cotton- wool,  which  gave  way  be- 
down  the  oily-looking  length  of  fore  you  as  you  advanced,  and 
the  Canal  to  the  railway  station,  closed  tightly  in  again  upon  you 
leaving  Colonel  Hal  to  follow  a  immediately  afterwards, 
few  days  later.  It  was  her  last  •  Some  months  previous  to  this 
good-bye  to  Venice,  she  told  her-  Colonel  Hal's  fate  had  been  sealed, 
self,  as  she  stood  stiff,  impassive,  and  he  and  Madame  Facchino— 
and  British,  keeping  guard  over  whose  maiden  name,  it  appeared, 
her  umbrellas  and  sandwich-bas-  had  been  Goppin — were  duly  mar- 
ket, amongst  a  crowd  of  facchini  ried  in  a  certain  church  in  Lon- 
and  gondolieri  who  pushed,  el-  don.  Lady  Frances  had  attended 
bowed,  shouted,  perspired,  gesticu-  the  wedding,  but  had  not  seen 
lated  around  her, — her  last  good-  much  of  the  wedded  pair  since, 
bye  in  all  human  probability  for  To  those  who  have  followed  the 
life.  poor  Colonel's  struggles  with  his 

In    this    she    was,    however,  as  destiny  with  any  interest,  it  may 

it  turned  out,  mistaken  ;  for  about  afford  acertain  satisfaction  to  know 

the    middle    of    the    winter    she  that  that  destiny  turned  out  to  be 

received   an    urgent    letter    from  a  very  much  less  severe  one  than 

the   Princess   Vasarhely,   entreat-  might  have  been  expected  from  the 

ing,   nay,    desiring    her   to   come  fashion  in  which  it  had  come  about, 

out   to    her    at    once    without   a  and  from  his  own  feverish,  if  abor- 

flingle  moment's  delay.     She  was  tive,  attempts  to  escape  from  it. 

bad,  very  bad   indeed,  she  said  ;  For  one  thing,  once  the  fatal  day 

«he   had   pains   in   both  her  legs,  was  past  and  the  fatal  noose  tied, 

also  a  feeling  of  numbness  down  his  own  native  and  hereditary  light- 

the    middle    of    her    back.      The  heartedness  rose  to  the  rescue.     It 

doctor  said  it  was  nothing  in  par-  was  not  in  the   nature  of  things 

ticular,  but  she  herself  knew  better,  that  he  should   long  continue  to 

Bauche  was  more  useless  than  ever;  nourish     an     implacable     CTudge 

she  had  had  the  rheumatism  ;    her  against   his   lot,   particularly  one 

deafness  had  become  worse ;    she  which    showed    itself  to  be  sos- 

was  really  too  stupid  for  anything,  ceptible  of  so  many  and  such  really 

She    herself    wanted     Fanchon —  respectable    alleviations.      Never 

wanted  her  badly.     Whatever  she  was  there  a  conjugal  coaoh  driven 
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with  a  lighter  rein  than  that  upon  for  a  week,  perhaps  at  the  utmost 

which     the     ci-devant     Madame  stretch  two  weeks,  at  a  hotel  in 

Facchino  kept  her  finger!      Her  the  month  of  May^Venioe  was  toler- 

one  object,  her  first  and  most  sacred  able,  but  at  all  other  times  and 

duty  in  life — so  she  told  her  friends  seasons  it  was  simply  detestable  ;. 

— was  to  keep  her  husband  amused,  and  so  other  people  would  say  if 

and  hinder  his  ever,   even   for  a  they  had  only  half  her  honesty, 
single  instant,  being  bored.    There        It  was  not  one  of  the  points  ia 

may  be,  probably  there  are,  nobler  which   she    and    her  sister-in-law 

and  loftier  standards  of  wifely  duty;  were  ever  at  unisoni!     For  Lady 

but  it  is  at  least   to  Mrs.   Henry  Frances,  Venice  was  Venice  still,. 

Mowbray's  credit  to   say  that  in  even  though  the  harrow  had  gone 

hers  she   was  in    the  main   emi-  over  her  threshold,  and  the  uttle 

netitly  successful !  foxes   made    havoc    amongst  her 

Wnen   Lady  Frances   returned  grapes.       When,    therefore,    the 

to  the  Guidecca  they  had   already  Princess  Vasarhely  died — which 

been  some  time  settled  in  Paris,  she  did  late  in  the  spring  which 

which  in  many  respects  suited  both  followed  the  events   recorded  in 

admirably  as  a  winter  residence,  this   little  history  —  and    it   was 

For  the  Colonel  it  had  many  merits,  found  that  she  had  carried  out  her 

including  that  of  abounding  variety;  threat,   and   left  the    house    and 

while  to  his  wife,  as  a  Belgian,  it  everything  she  possessed  on  the 

had   naturally   the    almost  sacred  Guidecca  to  Frances  Mowbray,  th& 

charm  of    being  the    original  of  latter,  after  a  few  struggles,  meekly 

which  most  of  the  places  she  knew  accepted  it.     She  sat  herself  down 

best  were  copies;  while  both  agreed  in  her  old  friend's  place,  and  fed 

in  finding  it  immeasurably  superior  her  hosts  of  canary-birds,  and  saw 

as  a  place  of  residence  to  Venice,  that  Titi  and  the  parrot  had  what 

The  great  merit  of  the  latter,  Mrs.  they  liked  for  their  dinners,  and 

Mowbray  was  wont  to  pronounce  spent  a  great  many  hours  under 

authoritatively,  was  its  cheapness  ;  the  big  cypresses,   with   Madame 

there  was  nowhere  where  you  could  Bauche  knitting  beside  her.      She 

get  so  much  for  so  little.     In  most  is   not  perhaps   the  happiest  wo- 

respects   it    was,    in   her    opinion,  man  in  the  whole  world,  but  then 

an  utterly  detestable  place,  but  in  neither  is  she  by  many    degrees 

point  of  cheapness  it   was  really  the  least  so.     The  sandolo^   with 

divine.     Once  you  had  enough   to  Michael   Angelo    in    it,   and    not 

live  upon,  however,  once  you  were  less  beautiful  than  of   yore,  waits 

not  obliged  to  look  religiously  after  untiringly  for  her  hour  after  hour 

every  miserable  soldo,  why,  then,  amongHt  the   sea- weed.      The   sea 

there  was  no   reason   for   staying  and  the  sky  woo  her  unceasingly 

there  more  than   anywhere   else —  to  come  out  and  see  what  newcom- 

everv    reason,    in    fact,    for     not  binationstheyhave|discovered  since 

staying     there.        In     winter,     O  she   saw  them  last.     She  is   very 

heavens  !     what    she  had  suffered  peaceful,  very  quiet,  sufficiently  oc- 

there  in  winter  was  not  to  be  told;  cupied,  and  has  not  certaintlymore 

no  one  who  did  not  know  Venice  social  requirements  made  upon  her 

could  imagine  or  believed  it !     For  than  she  feels  she   can  adequately 

her  own  part,  she  hoped  devoutly  respond  to.     And  that — as  all  who 

never  to  see  its  odious,  slimy  shores  know  her  intimately  are  aware — is- 

again,  or,  at  the  very  most,  only  alone  a  source  of  no  inconsiderable 

for  a  week  in  the   spring.      Yes,  solace  and  satisfaction  to  her. 
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Aboi't  five-and-twenty  years  across  country,  just  by  way  of 
ago,  I  happened  to  be  engaged  in  clearing  our  brains  of  diplomatic 
the  service  of  my  country  in  a  dis-  cobwebs.  Generally  we  played  at 
tant  part  of  the  world.  The  duties  folio w-my- leader,  and  we  took  it 
which  devolved  upon  me  threw  me  in  turns  to  be  leader  ;  for  we  were 
into  a  daily  contact  with  a  Russian  both  young,  and  had,  in  fact,  been 
•officer  similarly  employed.  Not-  weighted  with  responsibilities  be- 
withstanding  the  conflicting  inter-  yond  our  years,  which  made  us 
ests  which  we  severally  represent  rush  into  a  reaction  that  oonBisted 
ed,  and  the  somewhat  delicate  and  in  an  active  endeavour  to  break 
often  strained  relations  resulting  our  necks  every  afternoon  with  all 
therefrom,  we  had  not  been  long  in  the  keener  zest, — to  the  intense 
each  other's  society  without  becom-  astonishment  of  the  natives  of  the 
ing  sensible  of  a  personal  sympathy  uncivilised  region  to  which  we  had 
too  powerful  to  be  resisted,  and  been  temporarily  banished.  Then, 
which  soon  ripened  into  an  inti-  as  we  jogged  slowly  home,  we 
macy  which  lasted  for  many  years:  would  fall  into  those  disoossionSy 
indeed  we  were  thrown  so  exclu-  on  social,  religious,  psychological, 
lively  upon  our  own  resources,  de-  and  moral  problems,  by  which 
prived  as  we  were  of  all  other  soci-  our  souls  were  vexed,  which  lasted 
ety,  that  we  must  probably  soon  through  dinner,  and  often  far 
either  have  become  bitter  enemies  into  the  night.  I  found  in  my 
or  fast  friends.  A  certain  similar-  companion  an  earnestness,  depth, 
ity  of  taste,  I  had  almost  said  of  and  originality  of  sentiment  which 
aspiration,  forced  upon  us  the  lat-  were  most  remarkable  in  one  so 
ter  alternative  ;  and  it  was  prob-  Young,  the  more  especially  as  I 
ably  due  to  this  that  we  were  en-  had  not  supposed  that  his  training 
abled  to  bring  the  special  duties  and  early  associations  had  been  of 
upon  which  we  were  engaged  to  a  a  character  to  develop  that  side  of 
successful  conclusion,  whereby  we  his  nature  ;  possibly  the  very  re- 
earned  the  approval  of  oiir  respec-  straints  to  which  he  had  been  sub- 
tive  Governments, — represented  in  jected  had  stimulated  his  instincts 
his  case  by  a  decoration,  and  in  for  independent  thought  and specu- 
mine  by  a  curt  complimentary  de-  lation.  Knowing  English,  French, 
spatch  ;  for  in  those  days  C.B.'s  and  German  almost  as  well  as  his 
and  C.M.G.'s  were  not  flung  about  mother-tongue,  he  had  read  ex- 
with  the  lavish  profusion  which  tensively  and  greedily  in  all  three 
has  since  so  largely  depreciated  languages  ;  and,  owing  to  certain 
their  value.  It  was  a  relief,  when  family  circumstances,  he  had  spent 
the  labours  of  the  day  were  over —  the  most  part  of  his  life  away  from 
which  had  taxed  all  our  powers  of  his  native  land,  applying  himself, 
ingenuity  and  forbearance,  and  we  with  an  acuteness  and  a  faculty  of 
had  fatigued  our  brains  by  in-  observation  extraordinary  in  one 
venting  compromises  and  devising  so  young,  to  a  study  of  the  politi- 
solutions  which  should  satisfy  the  cal  institutions,  social  conditions, 
susceptibilities  of  our  respective  and  national  characteristics  of  the 
Governments  —  to  jump  on  our  different  European  countries  in 
horses    and   take  a    sharp     dash  which  he  had  lived.     So  precocious 
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did  his  intelligence  appear  li>  rae  faculty  of  obeei'valion,  pliilosopfaic 
in  this  TPspect,  tliat  I  sooc  came  BtieculationandgeneraliKation.Sud. 
to  consider  mjBi-!f  in  some  degree  deniy,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
a  sort  of  disciple;  and  I  have  without  a  word  of  warniag,  these 
always  been  oonacioua  that  his  in-  oeai«ed.  All  my  letters  remained 
flaence  daring  the  nine  months  unanswered;  and  when,  some  time 
that  we  were  lOfjether  affected  my  afterwarde,Ifoundmy8elf  inRome, 
own  sabeequent  views  of  life,  and  and  inquired  at  .the  address  to 
indeed  to  some  eMent  moulded  my  which  I  had  sent  them,  it  was  only  ■ 
future.  In  th^'  course  of  these  to  learn  that  the  present  proprie- 
discussions  he  unburdened  himself  tors  of  the  house  were  compara- 
to  me  on  all  subjects  as  fully  as  tively  new  |)eople,  and  had  never 
be  would  have  dune  to  ft  brother —  heard  of  him.  Meantime  I  had 
indeed,  considering  who  bis  brother  myself  retired  from  the  service, 
was,  far  more  f lecly  ;  and  did  not  and  being  of  a  wandering  and  un- 
ahrink  from  conimenlii!^  upon  the  settled  disposition,  bad  only  re- 
social  and  pohtic  al  condition  of  his  turned  to  my  own  country  for  a 
own  country,  ami  from  giving  vent  few  months  at  a  time.  I  had  lived 
to  opinions  which  would  probably  loo  long  in  summer  climes,  and 
bave  consigned  him  to  the  mines  under  less  conventional  restraints, 
of  Siberia  for  life  had  he  been  to  be  happy  in  it;  but  one  of  my 
known  to  entertain  them.  The  constant  regrets  was  that  I  had 
confidence  which  be  thus  dtspla^-ed  never  thought  of  providing  my 
towards  me  only  nerved  to  bind  Russian  friend  with  a  permanent 
UB  more  closely  together,  though  address,  so  that  in  case  of  his  ever 
I  was  ever  haunted  by  the  fear  being  able  or  willing  to  communi- 
tbatthe  day  might  come  when  he  cate  with  me  again,  he  might  knoW 
might  misplact'  it,  with  conse-  where  to  find  me.  Meanwhile  I 
qnences  which  might  be  f.ttal  to  could  only  account  for  his  silence 
himself.  As  he  was  absolutely  by  the  painful  supposition  that  he 
devoid  of  all  [ipi-sonal  ambition,  had  in  some  manner  incurred  the 
this  would  be  nf  litilf  moment,  severe  displ.-iiHiire  of  bis  Govern- 
if  it  only  resulted  tn  the  abrupt  ment,  and  was  languishing  in  that 
termination  of  his  career,  wbicli,  distant,  semi-arctio  region  which  is 
from  bis  natural  independence  of  hermetically  sealed  to  all  communi- 
vharacter,  I  anticipated  could  not  cation  with  the  outside  world, 
long  be  postponed.  It  occurred  My  delight  may  easily  be  imag- 
even  sooner  than  I  expected,  ined,  therefore,  when  scarce  two 
Within  six  months  of  my  parting  months  ago,  chancing  to  be  a  pas- 
from  bim,  I  received  a  letter  in  senger  on  board  a  steamer  in  the 
which  be  told  me  he  had  fallen  Mediterranean,  I  found  myself 
into  disgrace,  and  was  going  to  aeated  the  first  day  at  dinner  next 
live  in  Italy.  The  exigencies  of  ray  to  a  man,  tbe  tones  of  whose  voice 
own  service  had  taken  me  to  a  very  I  thought  I  recognised,  though  I 
different  part  of  tbe  world;  but  wo  was  for  a  moment  puzzled  by  the 
kept  up,  nevertheless,  an  active  alteration  in  bia  general  appear- 
correcjiondence  forsome yearsj'dur-  ance,  and  who  turned  out  to  be 
ing  which  he  occasionally  sent  me  my  long-lost  friend,  upon  whom, 
notes  of  a  book  be  was  writing,  in  as  I  looked  at  tbe  furrows  on  his 
letters  which  continued  to  exhibit  countenance,  I  saw  that  something 
more  and  more  tbe  results  of  bis  more  than  time — though  it  had  ex- 
extensive    reading    and  profound    tended  over  twenty-five  years — bad 
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worked  a  change.     This  same  in-  tion  of  my  own  country,  possefued 

terval  had,  doubtless,  done  some-  a  vahie  which  justified  me  in   ask- 

thing  for  me;  so  wc  both  looked  at  ing  his  permission  to  be  allowed  to 

each  other  for  a  moment   in   hesi-  pul>Iish  them,  the  more  bo  as  he 

tation  before  permitting  the  joy  of  had  just  returned   from   spending^ 

mutual  recognition  to  burst  forth,  some  months  in   London;  and   he 

We    soon    found,    on   comparing  was  of  far  too  liberal  and  philoso- 

notes,  that  we   had   been   longing  ])hi(;al  a  temperament  and  cosmo- 

to  find  each  other,  and   that   noth-  politan  training  and  sympathy  to 

ing  now    prevented   our   pitching  be  influenced    by   national  preju- 

our  tent  together    on    the    sunny  dice;  while,  had  he  eyer  been  onoe 

Mediterranean  shore,    in  the   hope  biassed  by  it,  the  treatment  be  had 

and  belief    that    we    should    find  undergone  at  the  hands  of  his  own 

that  the  companionship  which  had  Goyernment  would  haye  long  since 

suited     us    so     well     twenty-five  effectually  removed  it. 

years  previously,    would    only  be  "  1  will   introduce  you    to    the 

rendered  more  full  of  interest  and  public  by  telling  the   story  of  our 

profit  by  the  experiences  which  we  previous  acquamtance,  just  as  it 

had  undergone  since  that  period ;  occurred,"    1   observed.     This  the 

nor  had  we  conversed  an  hour  be-  reader  will  remark   that  I    have 

fore  we  became    convinced    that,  already  done;  but  I  did   not  read 

however    much    we    might    have  my  introduction  to  my  friend,  as  I 

changed  in   outward    appearance,  knew  he  would  have  raised  strong 

our  affection  for   each   other,  and  objections  to   the   complimentary 

our  human  sympathies  generally,  passages.     **  Now  tell  me  what  1 

had  undergone  no   alteration.     It  am  to  call  you  ? " 

is  therefore  in  a   villa   surrounded  *'  Ivan  is  safe,   simple,   and   not 

by  orange-groves,    with    terraces  far    from    the  truth,    unless  you 

oyerlooking  the  sea,  built  curiously  prefer  a  pair  of  initials  like  my 

into  the  fissures  of  impending  rock,  well-known      countrywoman      O. 

that  I  am  writing  this;  or,  to  be  K.     It    has    amused    me    to    ob- 

more  strictly    accurate,  I    should  serve,"  he    added,  with  a  smile, 

say    it    is  in  a  summer-house  at-  ''  as  I  have   watched  the  perfor- 

tached  to  the  villa,  fifty  feet  be-  mances,  social,  literary,  and  politi- 


neath  which  the  sea  is  rippling  in  cal,  how  much  more  easy  it  is  for 

ceaseless  murmur,  while  my  friend,  a  woman  to  understand  the  genius 

stretched  on  a  Persian   rug  in  the  of  a  man   than   the  genius  of  a 

shade  formed  by  the  angle  of 'the  nation." 

wall  with  the  overhanging  rock,        "Perhaps  that  is  because  the 

here  covered  with   a  creeping  jas-  nation  is  composed  of  women  aa 

mine,»heavy  with  blossom,  is  watch-  well  as  of  men,"  I  replied, 
ing  the  smoke  of  his  cigarette,  and        "  After  all,  it  comes  to  pretty 

listening  while  I  read  to  him  pas-  much  the  same  thing,"  said  Ivan  ; 

sages  here  and  there  of  the  notes  "  for    the  genius  that  he  under- 

which  I   had   taken    of    our    last  stood  well  enough  to  beguile,  seems 

night's  conversation.     It  had  been  to    apprehend    equally    well    the 

suggested  by  the  arrival  of  letters  genius  of  the  nation  hegoyenis,or 

and  newspapers  from  England,  and  he  could  not  have  beguiled  it  in 

it  occurred  to  me  that  the  remarks  the  sense  she  desired.     The  whole 

of  my  friend  as  a  calm  and  unpre-  incident    serves  to  illustrate  the 

judiced  observer  upon  the  present  mystery  of  woman's  true  sphere  of 

])oliticaU  social,  and  moral  condi-  influence,  so  little  understood  by 
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the  women  thpmach'eB  who  agitate  the  more  especially  as  both,  in  their 

for  their  rights."  different  ways,  are  equally  preju- 

"  I  am  not  disposed  to  admit,"!  dicial  to  the  highest    national  in- 

answered,  "that   the    incident  in  teres ts,  and,  from  a  philosophical 

question  provos  your  case  ;  for  I  point    of   view,    wonld    furnish    a 

know  none  of  your  own  country,  most  interesting  political  and  poci- 

men,  to  say  nothing  of  the  women,  ological  study.      As  it  is,  my  own 

who  anderstacid   the  genius  of  the  oountryproduceHuponmelheeffect 

English  peopK',.for  to  doso  implies  of  a  dashing  young  woman,  still 

an  apprehension  of  the  genius  of  intoxicated  with  her  youthful  con- 

their  institutions,  and  it  is  the  in-  quests  and  greedy  for  more,  while 

capacity  of   f<'reigners    generally  she  refuses  to  admit  that  a  gnawing 

to  appreciate  lliese  which    causes  dtseatic  is  preying  upon  lier  vitals, 

them  to  regard    our  domestic  pel-  still  less  to  apply  any  remetlies  to 

icy  in  'the  light  of  an   unfathom-  it  ;  in  yours,  on  the  other  hand,  I 

able  mystery  which  it  is  hopeless  secmloseeauold  woman  in  herdot- 

to  attempt  to   jienelrale,  and  our  age,  who  makes  blatant  and  canting 

foreign  policy  :is  a  delusion  and  a  profession  of  ihat  virtue  which  her 

anare."  age  and  feebleneas   have  imposed 

"When  your  Government  gets  upon  her  as  a  necessity,  while  she 
into  difficultit-,"  said  Ivan,  "  it  paints,  and  rouges,  and  pampers 
certainly  goes  to  work  to  get  out  herself  with  luxury,  and  fritters 
of  them  in  a  way  exactly  the  oppo-  away  the  little  strength  and  energy 
site  to  that  wtii>.'h  other  European  she  still  possesses  in  absorbing 
Government*,  and  especially  we  in  herself  with  domestic  details  and 
Russia,  are  in  the  habit  of  pur-  the  quarrels  of  her  servants,  and 
suing.  Foreign  policy  is  with  us  leaves  her  vast  estates  to  lake  care 
the  great  safety-valve  by  which  the  of  themselves.  Considering  the  dan- 
bubbling  paasion.s  of  the  country  gers  with  which  both  countries  are 
find  a  vent,  and  uiir  central  iiiithor-  nK'naci'd,  the  frn'atdilTcTcnce  which 
ity  takes  refuge  trom  its  troubles  I  observed  between  the  Uovern- 
in  foreign  wars  and  schemes  of  ments  of  the  two  countries  is,  that 
territoral  aggrandisement  ;  your  in  one,  government  takes  the  form 
Government  pursues  a  diametri-  of  active  insanity — in  the  other,  of 
callyoppositesystem.andconsiders,  drivelling  imbecility.  After  all, 
apparently,  that  its  best  chance  of  there  is  always  more  hope  for  a 
safety  lies  in  stirring  up  domestic  vonng  lunatic  than  an  old  idiot, 
broils,  and  exciting  tlic  people  to  We  may  pull  through  all  right  yet, 
fever- heatof  political  passion  among  but  we  shall  have  a  very  rough 
themselves.  In  other  words,  while  timeto  pass  through  first, 
our  statesmen  believe  that  they  can  "Ana  you  think  that  we  are 
best  secure  their  own  positions  and  too  far  gone  ever  to  do  so,"  I  re- 
avert  the  perils  arising  from  mis-  marked,  rather  discouraged  by  the 
government  by  distracting  public  gloomy  view  he  took  of  the  present 
attention  from  internal  affairs  and  condition  and  fntnre  prospects  of 
rushing  into  dangers  abroad,  yours  my  native  country." 
hope  to  escape  the  consequences  of  "  I  don't  altogether  say  that.  It 
their  blundersabroad  by  promoting  ia  not  with  countries  as  with  indi- 
revolutionary  tendencies  at  home,  viduals;  thelatteralwayspaaa  from 
It  would  be  curious  to  analyse  their  second  childhood  mto  their 
the  causes  which  have  resulted  in  graves.  But  for  nations,  who  can 
such   opposite    political   methods,  say  that  there  is  not  reserved  a  sec- 
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ond  youth?  though  history  does  not  without  fear  of  contradiction,  to 

record  an  instance  of  any  nation  lead  the  van  of  the  world's  civilisa- 

having   ever   attained  to  it.     The  tion.  It  is  difHcult,  when  we  spread 

process  is  probably  a   slow   one  ;  a  map  out  before  us,  to  realise  that 

but  in  these  days  of  rapid  develop-  so  small  a  dot  as  Great  Britain 

ment,  to  say  nothing  of  evolution,  appears  upon  it,  should  have  given 

we  cannot  be  sure  even  of  that."  birth  to  these  stupendous  forces  ; 

'^  Still,"  I  pursued,  a  little  nettled  and  one  is  led  to  examine  into  the 

at  the  severity  of  his  judgment   in  processes  by  which   so  marvellous 

regard  to  my  own  country, — I  did  a   position    has  been  achieved  in 

not  care  what  he  said  about  Russia,  the  world's  history  as  that  which 

of  which  I  was  in   no  position  to  these  small  islands  must  occupy, 

judge, — "  I   should    like   to   know  even   though  ^hat  position  seems 

upon  what  grounds  you  base  your  now   about   to    be    destroyed  by 

opinion   that   England   is  an   old  what  appears   to  an   outsider    to 

idiot.      The  expression,  I  think,  is  be  a  combination  of  national  de- 

scarcely  parliamentary."  crepitude  and    administrative  im- 

"In   using   the   term   to  which  potence, — for   it  is   only   when  a 

you   object,"  said  Ivan, — "  which,  nation  has   itself   lost   its  vigour, 

after  reading  the  language  recently  that   it  tolerates  imbet)ility  on  the 

used   in  debate  in  your  House  of  part  of  its  rulers.      The  greatness 

Commons,  I    maintain   is  strictly  of  England  has  been  built  up,  not 

parliamentary, — I  was  not  so  much  on  the  conquests  of  its  neighbours, 

alluding  to  England  as  to  its  Gov-  or  of  nations  equally  civilised  with 

ernment ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  itself,  as  we  have  seen  occur  in  the 

explain  to  you  the  reasons  which  cases  of  other  great  empires,  bat 

lead  me  to  think  that  the  expression  in  the  comparatively  easy   subju- 

is  not  misapplied.      There  are  at  gation  of  barbarous  peoples;  in  the 

the    present    day,    including    the  occupation    and    colonisation     of 

population  of  the  United  States,  countries   sparingly  inhabited   by 

between  eighty  and  ninety  millions  savage  races  ;   in  the  material  de- 

of  people  who  owe  their  origin  to  velopment  of  vast  tracts  of  the 

the  British   Isles  ;  who  speak  the  earth's  surface  ;  in  the  creation  of 

English  language  as  their  mother-  new  markets,  of  new  sources  alike 

tongue  ;  who  possess  in  a  more  or  of  supply  and  of  demand  ;  and  in 

less  degree  the  national  character-  the   energetic   and   profitable  em- 

istics  of  the   race  from  which  they  ployment  of    capital    in    all    the 

have  sprung;  who  exercise  an  influ-  regions   of  the  earth.      This  was 

ence  over  a   greater  area  of  the  possible,  and  possible  only  because 

surface  of  the  earth  than  that  of  her  adventurous  sons  who    went 

any  other  race  upon  it;  who  directly  forth  into  wild  and  distant  regions 

control  over  250  millions  of  people  to  occupy,  to  develop,  and  to  create, 

not  of  their  own  race,  and  indirectly  always  felt  that  they  had  behind 

control  many  millions  more;  whose  them   a  motherland  whose  proud 

commercial   relations  are  more  ex-  boast  it  was  that  she   ruled  the 

tensive  than  those  of  all  the  other  waves,  and  a  nation  and  Govern- 

nations  of  the  world  put  together;  ment  so  thoroughly  animated  by 

whose  wealth  is  unrivalled;  whobe  their  own  daring  and  adventurous 

political  institutions  have  hitherto  spirit,  that  they  knew  that  none 

served  as  a  model,  as  they  have  were  too  humble  or  insignificant 

been  the   envy   of  less    favoured  to  be  watched  over  and  protected; 

peoples;  and    who    may   be   said,  nay,  more,  they  were  encouraged 


1885.]            A  Russian  Philosopher  on  English  Politics.  359 

• 

in    hardy    enterprises,    and   often  derives  her  position  and  her  wealth, 

assisted  to  carry  them  out.  The  wanhig    of    British  inflaence 

"  Daring  the  last  two  or  three  in  Europe  means,  comparatively, 
years,  the  circumstances  of  my  life,  nothing,  so  far  as  British  commerce 
into  which  it  is  not  necessary  for  is  concerned.  The  waning  of  that 
me  now  to  enter,  have  forced  me  influence  in  the  three  other  con- 
not  merely  to  circumnavigate  the  tinents  means  national  decay.  It 
globe,  but  especially  to  visit  those  has  not  been  by  her  great  wars, 
British  possessions,  and  those,  sea-  her  European  campaigns,  that  Eng- 
boards  of  lands  still  relative  if  bar-  land  has  achieved  greatness,  but 
barous,  upon  which  your  coun-  by  her  little  ones  in  those  distant 
trymen  are  so  thickly  dotted  as  countries  which  your  Government 
merchants  or  settlers,  and  where  seems  ready  to  retire  from,  bag 
British  subjects  of  foreign  race  and  baggage,  at  the  first  word  of 
abound,  who  carry  on  their  avoca-  a  new-comer  ;  and  yet  one  would 
tions  under  that  British  protection  suppose  that  nothmg  could  be 
which  used  to  be  a  reality,  but  is  clearer  to  a  people  not  in  its  dotage 
now  only  a  name.  Familiar  as  I  than  this,  that  if  they  do  not  pro- 
have  been  with  Englishmen  from  tect  their  merchants,  the  latter 
my  youth,  I  found  a  spirit  of  bit-  will  not  be  able  to  compete  with 
ter  discontent  rife,  which,  even  those  who  are  protected.  If  you 
among  your  grumbling  race,  was  desire  proof  of  this,  look  at  the 
altogether  a  new  feature  in  their  increasing  substitution  of  German 
conversation,  especially  with  a  for  English  houses  of  commerce  all 
foreigner.  Many  were  making  over  the  world  ;  and  if  commerce 
arrangements  to  close  up  their  languishes,  food  becomes  dearer  for 
business  and  abandon  the  commerce  those  very  classes  who  cry  out 
in  which  they  were  engaged  ;  some,  against  those  little  wars  which, 
and  this  was  especially  the  case  when  wisely  turned  to  account, 
among  the  British  subjects  of  for-  have  proved  your  best  national  in- 
eign  race,  were  taking  steps  to  vestments,  and  have  been  the  in- 
change  their  nationality.  In  some  direct  means  of  giving  food  and 
of  the  colonies  the  language  held  employment  to  ^our  starving  mil- 
sounded  to  my  Russian  ears  little  lions.  I  see  that  there  is  some  talk 
short  of  high  treason ;  while  I  often  of  a  committee  being  appointed  to 
heard  Englishmen  in  the  society  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  de- 
of  foreigners  say  that  they  were  pression  of  trade.  Those  causes 
ashamed  to  call  themselves  Eng-  are  not  very  far  to  seek;  or  rather, 
lishmen — a  sentiment  which  I  do  in  another  sense,  they  are  very  far 
not  remember  ever  having  heard  to  seek.  You  must  travel  from 
one  of  your  countrymen  give  vent  China  to  Peru  to  find  them,  and 
to  in  my  youth.  they  will  stare  you  in  the  face.     I 

"  I  only  mention  these  as  illus-  have  been  watching,  while  you  are 
trations  of  the  fact  which  was  squabbling  over  your  Franchise  and 
forcibly  impressed  upon  me  dur-  your  Redistribution  Bills,  how  your 
ing  my  travels,  that  the  influence  trade  is  slipping  from  you.  So  you 
of  England  was  waning,  not  in  go  on  fiddling  on  the  two  strings 
Europe,  where  it  has  waned,  but  of  your  electoral  fiddle,  while  Rome 
where  it  might  be  recovered  by  a  is  burning.  One  would  have  sup- 
vigorous  stroke  of  policy, — but  in  posed  that  England  was  old  enough 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America  —  in  oy  this  time  to  have  discovered 
those  continents    from   which  she  that    it    would    not   improve   her 
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voters  to  give  them  another  shuffle;  the  ties  between  the  mother  conn- 
that  she  had  experience  enough  to  try  and  her  colonies  are  weakened 
know  that  electors  were  like  ))lay-  by  her  persistent  shrinking  from 
ing-cards,  the  more  you  shuffle  them  the  responsibilities  and  obligations 
the  dirtier   they    get.     With    the  which  the  welfare  and  security  of 
interests   of    the  empire  at  stake,  those  colonies  involve.     She  sacri- 
certainly  in    two  if    not   in  three  fices  ruthlessly  that  prestige  upon 
continents,  you  play    the    ostrich,  the    maintenance    or    which     the 
and  bury    your    heads    in  parish  safety,  and  in  some  cases  the  al- 
politics — parish  politics  of  the  most  legiance,  of  her  subjects  depends. 
pestilent  and  useless  description.  She  deludes  unhappy  colonists  into 
"  Do  you   want    to    know  why  making  investments,    and    settle- 
trade  languishes  ?     It  is  summed  ments  in  half-civilised  States  upon 
up  in  a  short  sentence  :  Want  of  the  faith    of   treaties,    which   she 
confidence  on  the  part  of  the  trad-  ignominiously  shrinks  from  enforc- 
er ;  it  cramps  his  enterprise,  damps  ing  at  the  first  appearance  of  dan- 
his  ardour,  spoils  his  temper,  and  ger,  and  calmly  leaves  her  savage 
crushes  all  the    manliness    out  of  allies  to  be   slaughtered  and   her 
him.     The  commercial  stability  of  colonists  to   be   plundered,   as  in 
England  was  not  built  up  by  a  lot  the  case  of  South  Africa  ;  or  she 
of  unprotected  females,    which  is  makes  transparent  display  of  her 
the  condition  the  British  merchant  timidity  and  weakness,  as  has  been 
abroad  is  rapidly  being  reduced  to  conspicuously  the  case  in  her  rela- 
bv  the  neglect  and  apathy  and  in-  tion  with    her    Australian  posses- 
difference  to   his   interests  of   his  sions  ;  or  retreats  from  the  proteo- 
Government.     lie  is  perfectly  well  tion  of   her   natural    frontiers,  as 
aware  in  every  port  where  there  is  she  has  lately  done  in  India.    And 
a  consul,  that  he  is  considered  a  all  this  is  in  pursuance  of  a  theory 
nuisance  by  that  functionary,  who  of  political  economy  incomprehen- 
knows  that  in  the  degree  in  which  sible  to  the  unprejudiced  <>bsenrer 
he  prevents  his   complaints    from  like  myself,  that  it  is  cheaper  and 
reaching  the  department  which  is  more  advantageous  to  the  national 
supposed  to  direct  the  foreign  policy  prosperity  to  sacrifice  thecommer* 
of  England,  will  he  be  considered  cial  interests  of  the  country  than 
capable  and  efficient.     No  longer  to  incur  the  risks  and  expense  of 
does  he  feel  himself  to  be  the  Civis  protecting   them.     The    only    ex- 
Romanus  of  old  days.     His  sugar  planation  one  can  ffivc  of    an  in- 
plantations   may  be  destroyed  in  fatuation  so  incredible,  of  a  policy 
Madai^ascar,    his    commercial    in-  so  short-sighted    and   so  fraught 
terests  may  be  imperilled  in  China,  with  disaster,  is,  that  it  is  based 
he  may  be  robbed  and  insulted  in  on  ignorance  —  ignorance  of   the 
Turkey  ;  but  he  is  gradually  being  present  injury  that  it  is  working, 
taught,  by  bitter  experience,  that  and  ignorance  of   the  dangers  to 
it  is  hopeless  to  look  to  diplomatic  which   it  is  giving  birth.     There 
interference   for  redress.      Mean-  can  be  no  surer  way  of  precipitat- 
while  the  British  taxpayer  continues  ing  the  crisis  which  England  seeks 
to  pay  for  that  expensive  luxury  to  avoid,  and  which,  when  it  comes, 
whose  function    it  is  supposed  to  must  involve  the  utter  ruin  of  her 
be    to    protect    those  commercial  trade,  than    the   invitation  which 
interests  abroad   upon    which  the  her  craven  attitude  offers  to  her 
prosperity  and    wealth    of    Great  covetous  and  unscrupulous  neifffa- 
Britain  aepends.     In  like  manner  hours,  whether  they  oe  oivilised^or 
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ancivilised,  to  enc^oach  to  their  middle  ages  ?  Of  all  men  you  were 
own  profit^  until  at  Jast  the  veil  the  last  whom  I  expected  to  hear 
which  is  now  before  the  eyes  of  confound  moral  progresBwith  polit- 
the  public  in  England  will  be  torn  ical  imbecility." 
sway,  and  they  will  find  them-  "Nay,"  returned  Ivan,  "  I  shonld 
selves  suddenly  called  upon  to  be  the  first  to  congratulate  you  on 
abandon  the  parochial  detailx  over  a  policy  of  moral  progress,  if,  iu 
which  they  have  been  wrangling,  that  pursued  at  present  by  Eng- 
for  sterner  work.  It  will  be  too  land,!  could  diaoover  il.  What 
late  then  to  regret  the  penny-wiae  moral  progress  is  there  in  a  policy 
ftnd  pound-foolish  j-vhcy  which  which  baa  resulted  in  the  slaughter 
plunged  them  into  llie  mess  :  the  of  thousands  of  unhappy  Arabs  in 
only  queHtion  they  will  Lave  to  Egypt  and  the  Eastern  Soudan? 
consider  is,  whether  it  is  not  too  Where  does  moral  progress  show 
late  to  gel  out  of  it.  itself  in  the  expedition  which  has 
"  I  am  a  good  deal  surprised,"  I  worked  its  weary  way  into  the 
remarked,  after  bav3n<;  lisieued  to  heart  of  Africa,  to  fight  against 
the  undattering  utterances  of  ray  the  naked  savages  there  ?  Where 
friend  with  some  dissatisfaction,  is  the  moral  progress  of  a  policy 
"  that  you  entirely  ignore  all  other  which  has  necessitated  another  raiU 
considerations  than  those  of  mere  itary  expedition  to  South  Africa, 
policy  and  expediency.  Granting,  and  new  annexations  of  territory 
as  you  say,  that  the  [iri'seiit  policy  there  ?  What  moral  progress  have 
of  England  imperils  iiM  commercial  you  achieved  in  Turkey,  where  vou 
aaeeudancy,  are  no  other  corisidera-  are  bound  by  treaty  to  institute 
tiona  to  be  allowed  to  guide  the  reforms  in  that  part  of  the  empire 
policy  of  a  nation  than  tliose  con-  over  which  you  are  supposed  by 
nected  with  its  pook.i  '!  Have  we  the  same  treaty  to  exercise  a 
no  moral  duties  to  perlorm,  no  ex-  protectorate,  the  very  existence 
ample  to  set,  no  principles  to  main-  of  which,'  under  the'  poHt-y  of 
tain?  Or  are  we  ever  to  remain  a  moral  progress,  it  hw-'  Ip'tii  lr)Uiid 
nation  of  shopkeepers,  fighting  nn-  convenient  to  ignore,  because  it 
scrupulously  formarkets;  grabbing  involves  responsibilities  towards 
the  territory  of  savages,  under  the  an  oppressed  and  suffering  people, 
pretext  of  civilising  tnem,  which  is  whose  oppression  and  whose  suDer- 
usually  accomplished  by  the  process  inga  it  would  now  be  expensive  and 
of  extermination  ;  and  jostling  all  troublesome  to  recognise,  though 
other  comers  out  of  the  markets  of  political  capital  enough  is  ma4e 
the  world  by  fair  means  or  foul  ?  out  of  them  when  the  exigencies 
Because  these  means  served  us  of  your  local  party  warfare  de. 
some  centuries  ago,  and  because,  mand  it  ?  The  question  is,  In  what 
if  you  wilt,  our  national  greatness  does  real  moral  progress  consist? 
is  built  upon  them,  does  it  follow  Certainly  not  in  the  blatant  pro* 
that  we  should  cling  to  them  in  fession  of  moral  platitudes — the 
these  more  enlightened  days?  If  abstract  truth  of  which  everybody 
the  moral  instinct  of  the  people  of  recognises — when  they  are  acoom- 
Kngland  begins  to  revolt  against  panied  by  a  practice  which  gives 
them,  even  to  the  prejudice  of  the  them  the  lie  direct.  There  can  be 
national  purse,  do  our  money-bags  nothing  more  demoralising  to  th« 
constitute  a  sufficient  reason  why  moral  welfare  of  a  nation  than  a 
we  should  remain  in  the  Cimme-  policy  which  is  in  flagrant  contra- 
rian darkness  aud  brutality  of  the  diction  to  its  lofty  moral  preten- 
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Bions.     Kot  only  does  it  degrade  thin  veneering  of  cant  which  had 

the    national    conscience,    but    it  served    to    delude     the    ignorant 

renders  that  conscience  an  object  masses,  and  to  conceal   either  the 

of   derision   and  contempt  among  stupidity  or  the   insincerity  of  its 

foreign  nations.  To  be  logical  and  professors.     I    say  stupidity,    for 

consistent,  the  politician   '  who   is  there    can    be    little    doubt    that 

in   trouble  about   his   soul '   must  among  those  who  guide  the  desti- 

foUow  one  of  two  courses, — either  nies  of  the   nation  are  many  who 

he   must   recognise   the   fact  that  honestly  share  the  belief   with  the 

national    egotism,   like  individual  public  they  help   to   mislead,  that 

egotism,  is  a  vice  which  admits  of  to  shrink   from  responsibilities,  to 

no  compromise,  and   that  the  duty  temporise  in  the  face  of  danger^ 

of    his  country   is   to   love   other  to  make  sacriiices   and  concessions 

countries  better   than   itself  ;  that  in  order   to  conciliate,  will   avert 

the  love  of  money,  and  therefore  catastrophies  instead  of  precipitat- 

the  making  of  it,  is  the  root  of  all  ing  them  ;  while  there   are  others 

evil;  that  when  the  nation  is  meta-  to  whose   common-sense  it   would 

phorically  asked   for  its  cloak,  it  be  an  insult  to    make  any.  such 

should    give    its    coat    also — and  assumption." 
when  smitten  on  one  cheek,  should        "  But  these  others,"  I  observed, 

turn  the  other  to   the   smiter  ; —  "  niay,  without  any  insult  to  their 

when  he  is  reluctantly  convinced  common  -  sense,    be    supposed    to 

that,  however  desirable  this  higher  entertain    the    opinion    that    the 

law  might  be,  and   however  indis-  possessions  of   the   British  empire 

putable  its  morality,  it  is,  under  the  are  sufficiently   extended   and  dif. 

existing  conditions   of   humanity,  ficult   to  protect,   to    render    any 

impracticable,  then   he   has  no  al-  further  annexation  of  territory,  or 

ternative  but  to  base  the   national  acquisition  of  responsibility,  unde- 

policy     upon    the    exactly    oppo-  sirable." 

site  principle,  which  is  that  which        "  Doubtless  ;  and  in  this  I  agree 

governs  tne  policy   of  all    other  with  them.    Indeed,  the  incapacity 

nations,  and   assume  that  his  duty  they  have  shown   to  protect  what 

consists  in  protecting  the  interests  they  have  got,  is  the  best  reason 

of  his  own   country  against  those  they  could   assign  for  being    un- 

of  rival   countries,   which  are  all  willing  to  have  more  ;  but  it  does 

engaged  in   an   incessant  competi-  not    touch    the    question    of    the 

tive  warfare   against   each  other ;  principle    upon   which    England's 

and  he  will  find,  by  experience,  that  policy    should    be    based    in  her 

any  attempt  to   compromise   with  dealings  with  foreign  nations,  and 

the  opposite  or  altruistic  principle  w^ith  her  own  colonial  possessions  ; 

will  inevitably  lead    to    disaster,  in  other  words,  what  are  the  most 

for  it  will  involve   that  hesitation  economical  and   at  the  same  time 

and    weakness   in  the   conduct  of  the  most  moral  methods   of  self. 

affairs  which  will  encourage  those  preservation  ?    I  put  economy  be- 

rivals  to  overt  acts  of  offence  and  fore    morality,  because,  whatever 

encroachment  that  must  ultimately  may  be  the  professions  of  Govem- 

lead  to  bloody  wars   in  defence  of  ments  in  practice,  as  a  consideni- 

those  national   interests   which   a  tion,  it    always    precedes   it.      If 

policy  of  vacillation  and  of   moral  bloodguiltiness    was    not    always 

inconsistency  will  have  imperilled,  attended  with  so  much  expense^ 

Sooner  or  later,  it  is  certain  that  people's  consciences  would  be  far 

the  force  of  events  will  rip  off  the  less    sensitive     on     the    subject. 
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Hence  it  happens  that  highly  moral    to  diminish  her  powers  of  useful- 
financiers  are  apt  to  regard  things    ness  in  the  world,  and  her  mission 
as  wicked  in  the  degree  in  which    of  civilising  it.     As  the  champion 
they  are  costly,  while  they  are  too    of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  she 
short-sighted  as  statesmen  to  per-    owes  a  duty  to  humanity,  which  it 
ceive  that  a  prompt  expenditure  is    would  be  a  crime  alike  in  the  eyes 
often  the  best  way  of  saving  a  far    of  God  and  man   for  her  to  relin- 
heavier  amount,  which  must  be  the    quish,    even  though   it   may  cost 
result  of  the  delay— or,  in  homely    blood  and  treasure  to  maintain  it, — 
phraseology,  that  a  stitch  in  time    for  the  amount  expended  to  main- 
saves  nine.     The  most  economical    tain  it  would  be  as  nothing  com- 
and  the  most  moral  method  of  self-    pared  to  the  sacrifices  of  both  life 
preservation,  then,  will  be  found  in    and  money  which  the  abandonment 
consolidating,  protecting,  and  ex-    of  this   duty   would    entail   upon 
tending  the    commercial    position    the  world.     I  speak  feelingly,  for 
and  moral  influence  of  the  great    I  cannot  conceive  a  greater  disaster 
English-speaking    people     in     all    befall  the  human  race,  than  to  see 
quarters  of  the    globe.      At  this    the  place  of   England  usurped  by 
moment,    though    surrounded    by    the  nation  of    which   I  have  the 
enemies  who   envy  and  hate  her,    honour  of  being  a  humble  member," 
there  is  no  country  more  safe  from    here   Ivan  smiled  bitterly.      "  So 
attack  than  Germany,  because  she    absorbed    are    you    in   your   own 
is  governed    by  a  statesman  who    vestry   quarrels,    that    you   either 
never  shirks  responsibility,  cowers    forget  or  are  ignorant  of  the  place 
before  danger,   or,  in  moments  of    you  occupy  in  the  regard  of  mil- 
difliculty,  takes  refuge  in  compro-    lions,   who    see    in    England    the 
mise  or  concession.     It  is  not  Eng-    apostle  of  free  thought,  free  speech, 
land,  with  her  horror  of  war,  that    free  institutions.      Your  standard, 
has,  during  the  last  decade,  been    which  we  look  up  to  as  the  flag  of 
the  Power  which    has   prevented    liberty,  and  which  should  be  nailed 
a  European  war,  otherwise  inevi-    to  the  mast,  we  watch  you  with 
table,  from   breaking  forth  ;    the    dismay  lowering  to  every  piratical 
statesman  to  whom  the  peace  of    craft,  while  the  crew  are  fighting 
Europe  has  been  due,  upon  whom    about  a  distribution   of  provisions, 
that  peace  now  depends,  and  who    and  the  pilot  seems  to  prefer  run- 
is  thereforjB  doing  the  most  for  the    ning  his  ship  on  the  rocks  to  bold- 
moral  progress  of  Europe,  is  exactly    ly-  facing    the    enemy's   cruisers, 
that  statesman  who  never  indulges    Nothing  strikes  us  members  of  the 
in  moral  platitudes,  and  whom  his    oppressed  and  suppressed  races  as 
worst  eneniy  cannot  accuse  of  hy-    more  anomalous  and  incomprehen- 
pocrisy.     No  one  will  pretend  that    sible,  than  the  fact  that  the  party 
peace  is  not    more   couducive  to    in  England  which  are  most  ready 
economy  and  moral  progress  than    to  compromise  the  honour  of  that 
war  ;  but  to  secure  it,  a  great  mili-    flag,  and  to  haul  it  down  on  the 
tary  position  and  a  great  national    least  provocation,    are    precisely 
prestige   are    alike    indispensable,    that  party   who    are    most    loud- 
England  has,  or  should  have,  the    tongued  in  their  profession  of  sym- 
first  naval  position  in  the  world,    pathy  for  those  races  to  whom  it  is 
and,  until  lately,  her  national  pres-    the  banner  on  which  their  hopes 
tiee  was  second   to  none.    These    are  fixed — the  symbol  in  their  eyes 
advantages  confer  on  her  great  re-    of  progress,  civilisation,  and  politi- 
sponsibinties  ;  to  part  with  them  is    cal  freedom.      Hence  it  is  that  all 
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those  among  us  who  are  not  abso-  divine  figure  of  the  North,'  as  he 
lute  anarchists,  find  ourselves  un-  has  styled  our  ruler,  and  his 
consciously  withdrawing  our  syni-  methods  of  government  ;  while 
pathies  from  that  political  party  from  our  point  of  view,  the  party 
m  your  country,  who,  while  they  of  progress  in  England,  let  them 
style  themselves  the  party  of  pro-  call  themselves  Conservative  if 
gress  and  of  advanced  thought,  they  so  please,  are  those  who,  true 
are  in  reality  compromising  the  to  the  grand  traditions  of  the 
cause  which  I  feel  sure  they  hon-  country,  are  determined  to  keep 
estly  cherish  and  believe  in,  by  it  in  the  van  of  freedom,  not 
destroying  the  prestige  and  lower-  merely  because  its  wealth  and 
ing  the  influence  of  the  one  Euro-  prosperity  are  due  to  that  abso- 
pean  Power  which  is  its  great  lute  civil  and  political  liberty 
representative — and,  to  our  own  which  imposed  no  check  upon  in- 
great  wonderment,  are  beginning  dividual  enterprise  or  achieve- 
rather  to  pin  our  hopes  for  the  ment,  but  because  with  the  pre- 
future  upon  those  whom  we  have  servation  of  its  greatness  are 
hitherto  considered  reactionary,  bound  up  the  most  cherished  in- 
becanse  they  called  themselves  terests  of  the  human  race." 
Conservative  and  aristocratic,  but  "  Come,  Ivan,"  I  said,  laughing, 
who,  in  this  crisis  of  the  fortunes  "  you  have  wound  up  with  a  per- 
of  their  country,  resist  a  policy  oration  as  much  too  flattering  to 
calculated  to  impair  its  supremacy,  my  country  as  you  were  too  ua- 
Thus,  on  a  higher  principle  than  complimentary  at  the  start.  For 
that  appealed  to  by  the  political  an  '  old  idiot,'  you  have  ended  by 
moralists  who  direct  the  helm  of  giving  her  a  pretty  good  char- 
State,  may  the    best  interests  of  acter." 

morality  be  reconciled  with  those  "Not  at  all,"  he  rejoined;    "I 

of  their  own  country  ;    for   it  is  ended  by  describing  her  splendid 

by  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  position  and  advantages.     I  called 

England  that  the  principle  which  is  her  an  old  idiot  for  either  being 

identified  with  her  institutions,  her  unconscious  of  them,  or  throwing 

traditions,  and  the  aspirations   of  them   away  consciously.      And  I 

her  people,  can  be  best  secured  in  ventured    to   add  a  word    of  en- 

the  interests  of  that  universal  soci-  couragement    to    those    who    are 

ety  of  which  she  forms  part,  and  struggling  to  prevent  these  being 

towards   which    she    undoubtedly  thrown  away,  and  to  assure  them 

has  moral  obligations  and  respon-  that,  in    their  resistance    to    the 

sibilities.     The  party  which  seeks  short-sighted  and  fatuous  policy  of 

to    evade    them,    whether     upon  their  present  rulers,  they  have  the 

specious  theories  started    by  doc-  cordial  sympathy    of  philosophio 

trifiaires  ignorant  of   international  Liberals  like    myself    (I    am  not 

conditions,    or    upon    penny- wise  now  speaking    of    Socialists  and 

and  pound-foolish  grounds  of  econ-  Nihilists,  whose  hands  are  against 

omy,  are  in  reality  the  party  of  all  ])arties)  all  over  Europe.      One 

reaction  ;    for  they    are   the  best  of  your  own  most  eminent  philo- 

allies  of  reactionists,  and  are  play-  sophers,    himself    a    Liberal,    has 

ing  into  their   hands,  as  no  people  recently  written  a  book,  in  which 

have  better    reason    for  knowing  he  has  shown  the  danger  by  which 

than  the  Russians,  who  have  ob-  the   true    principle  of    liberty  ia 

served  with  dismay  the  sympathy  threatened  from    the  reactionary 

of  your  Prime  Minister  with  '  the  tendencies  of  the  demoermtio  autoo- 
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racy.    I  merely  wish  to  assure  you  whieb  I  have  advocated  a6  being 

that  we  in  Europe  are  fully  alive  tliatwbinli  should  animate  a  Briiish 

to    this    danger,    and     dread    as  statesman,  your  sympathies  ebuuid 

much  the  deHpotiam  whicii  springs  extend    to  those  wbo,  wttile   tbey 

from    the  divine   right  of    mobs,  wear   the   old    party    livery,  have 

as  from  that  of  kingB.    There  is  to  entirely   departed    from    the    old 

my  mind  as    little  of  God  in  the  party    lines.     Ilis   mantle    has  in- 

vox}>o;>u^ia8inanlmperi:tl  ukase  ;  deed    fallen  upon  them,  but  they 

and  our  only  safety  betwet- u  these  have  so  completely  turned  it  inside 

two    extremes,     which    I    should  out  that  it  is  no  longer  recognis- 

rather  be  disposed  to  call   infernal  able.     In  the    days  when  a   party 

than    divine,  lies  in  the- common-  existed  which  called  itself '  Liberal- 

sense,    patriotiam,    and    virtue    of  Conservative,' there  was  no  violent 

those   statesmen,    politicians,    and  political  issues  at   home  to  check 

lawyers   who,   holding    a    middle  the  current  of   a  domestio  legisla- 

course  between  them,  as  being  both  tion  which  was  ever  steadily  pro- 

equally  dangerous  to  tho  principles  gressive;  while  in  foreign  affairs  the 

of    true    liberty,     endeavour    not  Government  of  the  day,   whether 

merely  to  preserve  the  institutions  it  was  Conservative  or  Liberal,  fol- 

of  that  country  which  i»  the  home  lowed  the  well -established  traditions 

of  liberty,  but,  by  maintaining  its  of  British   policy  abroad,  which,  if 

supremacy,  enable  it  to  resist  at-  it  had  incurred  the  jealousy  of  Eu- 

tacks  from  whatever  quarter."  ropean  Powers,  at  all  events  eom- 

"  I  have  lived  too  much  out  of  manded  their  admiration  and  re- 
England  for  the  greater  part  of  spect.  The  utterly  inconsistent 
my  life,"  I  remarked,  "  to  be  much  and  ]<erplexing  attitude  which  Eng- 
of  a  party  man  ;  still,  from  early  land  has  now  assumed,  so  entirely 
and  family  association,  my  sym-  at  variance  with  the  principles 
pathiee  rather  incline  towardd  that  by  which  her  foreign  policy  was 
party  which  now  control  its  puli'/y,  fomifrly  i^ovvnicd,  niiiht  of  (itccs- 
though  I  admit  they  have  shown  sity  deprive  her  of  all  sympathy 
but  indifferent  foresight,  skill,  or  abroad,  for  she  has  proved  herself 
Judgment  in  grappling  with  the  totally  untrustworthy  as  an  ally — 
difficulties  which  they  had  to  con-  while  all  true  Liberals  must  de- 
frunt.  Still  it  is  only  fair  to  them  plore  the  agitation  which  has  re- 
to  remember  that  these  were  left  suited  from  a  domestic  legislation 
them  as  a  heritage  by  their  prede-  that  has  a  tendency  unnecessarily 
cessors;  and  that  if  they  have  blun-  to  exacerbate  party  feeling,  and 
dered  somewhat  in  the  effort  to  drive  people  into  violently  opposite 
set  matters  right — conspicuously  in  extremes.  Nothing  is  more  fatal 
Egypt,  for  example — it  was  not  to  all  real  progress  than  a  wild 
they  who  set  matters  wrong  in  the  and  unreasoning  rush  in  the  direc- 
firnt  instance  in  that  country."  tion  in  which  It  is  supposed  to  lie, 

"That    1     entirely    deny,"    re-  because  the  inevitable  consequence 

spondod   Ivan,  "as  I  think  I  can  is  a  reaction  most  probably  equally 

prove  to  you  in  a  very  few  words,  unreasoning.     Moreover,  these  vio- 

But  before  doing  so,  allow  me  to  lent  swings  of  the  political  pendu- 

«ipress  my  surprise  at    your  ad-  lum  must  always  be  attended  with 

mission   that,  because  yoii  were  ft  the  greatest  possible    danger.     A 

Liberal   in   the  days  of  Lord  Pal-  Conservative  triumph  which  is  pur- 

merston,    who    was  pre-eminently  chased  at  the  price  of  acts  of  folly, 

the   representative  of  the  policy  rashness,  or  weakness,  perpetrated 
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by  their  opponents,  is  paid  for  by  dual  control.     Practically  it  be- 

the   country,  and   is   but   a   sorry  came  a  single  control  ;  for,  with 

bargain.      It   is   not    under   such  Germany  and  Austria  at  her  back, 

violently  disturbing  influences  that  England   could   dictate    her    own 

sound  and  healthy  Liberal  progress  policy  in  Egypt,  and,  in  the  event 

is  made.     And  all   history  proves  of  its  not  suitmg  her  French  asso- 

that  the  liberty  which  is  born  in  ciate,  could  even  dare  to  enforce  it 

convulsions  invariably  degenerates  without  the  slightest  fear  of  the 

into  a  licence  which  culminates  in  peace  of  Europe  being  endangered 

a  tyranny.  thereby.     Her  political  supremacy 

"  And   now  one  word   in   reply  in  Egypt  was,  in  fact,  guaranteed 

to  your   allusion    to   the    present  to  her  by  Germany  and  Austria, 

position  of  matters  in  Egypt,  and  who  had   no  reason  to  regard   it 

more  especially    with    regard    to  with  jealousy,  while  they  obtained 

that  legacy  of  disasters  which  the  in  return  that  commanding  posi- 

E resent  Government  maintain  they  tion  which  England's  adhesion  to 
ave  inherited  from  the  policy  their  alliance  secured  them  in 
of  Lord  Beaconsfield,  and  which,  Europe.  So  far,  then,  from  hav- 
with  characteristic  weakness,  they  ing  succeeded  to  a  heritage  of 
constantly  invoke  as  an  excuse  difficulty,  the  present  Govem- 
for  their  own  shortcomings.  When  ment  succeeded  to  one  of  absolute 
the  Anglo  -  French  condominium  security.  But  the  whole  aspect 
was  established  in  Egypt — which  is  of  the  political  chessboard  was 
regarded  as  the/cm^  et  origo  niali  changed  when  the  new  player,  who 
— an  entente  cordialCy  which  was  took  over  the  ffame  in  the  middle 
rapidly  ripening  into  an  alliance,  of  it,  removed  the  piece  which 
had  been  formed  between  Ger-  gave  check  to  king  ana  queen,  and 
many,  Austria,  and  England,  in  which,  if  it  was  not  moved  away, 
which,  to  a  certain  extent,  Italy  rendered  final  victory  a  certainty, 
was  included,  and  upon  which  Lord  Beaconsfield's  policy  in  Egypt 
Turkey  depended  for  her  existence;  turned  upon  the  Anglo-Germanic- 
it  formed,  therefore,  a  combination  Austrian  Alliance.  When,  after 
of  European  Powers  which  con-  his  fall  from  office,  this  was  rudely 
trolled  Europe,  and  was  in  a  posi-  ruptured  by  insulting  expressions 
tion  to  dictate,  especially  to  Prus-  of  antipathy  to  Austria  on  the  part 
sia  and  France,  both  weakened  as  of  his  successor,  the  effect  of  which 
those  two  Powers  were  by  recent  subsequent  expressions  of  apology 
wars,  and  by  internal  dangers  and  were  inadequate  to  efface — by  a 
dissensions — both  being,  moreover,  strongly  marked  coldness  towards 
the  only  Powers  in  Europe  whose  Germany,  and  a  no  less  marked 
interests  clashed  with  those  of  rapprochement  towards  France — 
England  in  the  East,  and  whose  the  latter  Power,  relieved  from  the 
policy,  therefore,  it  was  the  inter-  dread  of  the  European  combina- 
est  of  England  narrowly  to  watch,  tion,  which  had  up  to  that  moment 
and,  if  need  be,  to  control.  The  held  her  quiescent  in  Egypit,  jump- 
faculty  of  doing  this  had  been  ed  up  like  a  jack-in-the-box,  and 
wisely  secured  to  her  by  the  Euro-  favoured  us  with  that  senes  of 
pean  combination  in  which  she  had  intrigues  which  gave  us  Arabi,  and 
entered,  above  alluded  to.  Un-  the  evils  that  followed  in  his 
der  these  circumstances  she  had  train.  Meantime,  utterly  isolated 
nothing  to  fear  in  Egypt  from  an  in  Europe  by  that  rupture  with 
association    with    France    in    the  the   most  powerful  friends  in   it» 
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with   which  the   policy    of    Lord  had  taken   such  precautions  that 

Beaconsfield  had  proviaed  you,  you  they  could  never  arise,  is  as  though 

found  yourselves  betrayed  and  de-  a  general  who  should  take  over  the 

serted  by  the  ally  you  had  chosen  command  of  an  army  placed  strate- 

instead  of  them  ;  while  every  con-  gically  in  an  impregnable  position, 

cession  you  made  to  that  ally,  and  should   abandon  that   position  al- 

every  attempt  at  conciliation,  only  together,  and  after  being  defeated 

plunged  you  deeper  in  the  mire,  in  in  the  open  field,  find  fault  with 

which  you  have  since  been  left  to  the  nature  of  the  defences  he  had 

flounder    alone,   a  laughing-stock  abandoned.      But,"     added   Ivan, 

and    object     of    derision    to     all  with   a  yawn,  stretching  himself, 

Europe,    and    more   especially   to  looking  at  his  watch,  and  going  to 

those    Powers    who    might    have  the  open  window,  "  you  will  think 

E roved   your    salvation,   but   who  that  1  have  degenerated  from  the 

ave  since  entered  into  other  Eu-  philosophical    spectator    into    the 

ropean   combinations  from   which  keen  party  politician.     This  I  was 

England   is  excluded,   and   which  compelled  to  be  during  my  recent 

may  prove  in  the   highest  degree  visit   to   London,   where   you   are 

dangerous  to  her.     No   assertion,  nothing  if  you  are  not    partisan, 

therefore,  can  "be  more  utterly  false  The  flavour  of  Piccadilly  clings  to 

in  fact  than  the  statement  that  the  me  still  :  how  much  more  delicious 

heritage  to  which  this  Government  are  the  odorous  night  airs  of  these 

succeeded  was  one  of  trouble.  So  far  southern  climes  I    Look  up  at  those 

from  it,  the  policy  of  their  predeces-  stars,  my   old   friend,  before  you 

sors  had  left  them  in  a  position  of  go  to  bed,  and  thank  them  that 

commanding  strength  ;  and  to  lay  you  have   been   spared  the   carea 

the  misfortunes  which  have  since  and  the  ambitions  of  the  Treasury 

arisen  at  the  door   of  those  who  bench." 
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THE  WATERS  OF  HERCULES.— PART  VUI. 


CnAl*TER  XXV. — THE  STORY  OF  THE  BROKEN  HEART. 


"  I  have  anclaspt 
To  thee  the  book  even  of  mv  secret  soal.** 

-Twelfth  mffhi. 


Obetchsn  had  to  look  again  to 
make  sure  that  it  was  indeed 
Dr  Komers.  Those  were  his 
features  and  his  eyes,  but  they 
wore  an  expression  which  made 
him  scarcely  recognisable  ;  the 
violence  of  physical  movement  and 
of  mental  emotion  had  driven  the 
blood  to  his  face  and  the  iire  to 
his  eyes.  He  looked  magnificently 
fierce,  with  his  clenched  white 
hands  and  the  quick  dilation  of  his 
fine-cut  nostrils. 

"  Dr  Komers  ! "  cried  Gretchen. 

Even  while  she  spoke,  Dr  Ko- 
mers had  let  go  the  grasp  on  his 
adversary's  throat,  and  had  risen 
from  his  knees  to  his  feet.  He 
still '  breathed  heavily  ;  his  coat 
was  torn,  and  both  his  hat  and 
spectacles  had  fallen  off  in  the 
struggle. 

The  Roumanian  doctor  lay  where 
he  had  fallen,  giving  not  the  small- 
est sign  of  life. 

"  Is  he  dead  ?  "  asked  Gretchen, 
under  her  breath. 

Vincenz  bent  over  him. 

"  Only  stunned,  I  think  ;"  and  he 
undid  the  unfortunate  Kokovics's 
collar  and  loosened  his  cravat. 
"  Only  stunned,  and  I  daresay  a 
good  deal  bruised." 

The  unfortunate  Kokovics  open- 
ed his  eyes,  and  looked  up  drowsily 
into  his  enemy's  face. 

"  Am  I  dead  ?  "  he  inquired,  in  a 
feeble  whisper. 

"  I  hope  not,"  said  Vincenz. 
"  Let  us  get  vou  to  your  feet,  and 
we  shall  see.'' 

"  What  am  I  then,"  asked  Koko- 
vics, "if  I  am  not  killed?" 


"  Knocked  down — that  is  alL" 

"  Rather  badl  v  knocked  down," 
murmured  Kokovics,  dreamily. 
'^  I  have  been  knocked  down  be- 
fore." 

"I  have  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  believing  it,"  said  Vincenz. 

^'  But  never  quite  as  badly  as 
this,"  finished  Kokovics. 

''  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  get 
to  your  feet  ?  You  can  have  my 
arm  if  you  like." 

Kokovics  looked  a  little  distroBt- 
f  ully  at  the  arm. 

''  Tou  will  oblige  me  by  making 
haste,"  said  Vincenz  ;  and  the  Roa- 
manian  struggled  from  the  hori- 
zontal to  the  perpendicular. 

He  stood  looking  about  him,  a 
most  piteous  figure,  with  his  lonff 
hair  hanging  over  his  eyes,  and 
all  his  spirit  crushed  out  ot  him. 

Nobody  spoke  for  a  minute, 
while  Dr  Kokovics  slowly  gath- 
ered his  senses  together.  Then 
he  let  go  Vincenz's  arm,  and 
stooped  to  pick  up  his  wide  felt- 
hat. 

<'  Those  hands  of  yours  are  like 
iron  hammers,"  he  said  snlkily, 
rubbing  his  bruised  arms  with  an 
injured  air.  He  crushed  bis  hat 
on  to  his  head,  and  turned  to  go  np 
the  gorge. 

''  Not  quite  so  fast,  if  you  please,** 
interrupted  Vincenz,  speakinff  more 
in  his  usual  tone.  ^*  Ton  do  not 
leave  this  spot  until  you  have 
made  an  ample  apology  to  this 
ladv." 

f^erhaps  it  was  the  yivid  recol- 
lection of  the  lawyer's  iron  fists 
which     induced  Dr  Kokovios  to 
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stand  still  when  thus  called  upon.  Yincenz  clenched  his  hand  and 

He  palled  his  hat  further  down  on  made  a  step  forward,  but  the  doc- 

his  forehead,  and  mumbled  a  few  tor  was  flitting  away  like  a  black 

words  of  incoherent  apology.  ghost  in  a  hurry  ;    and  he  turned 

"  Let  me  tell  you  too,"  said  Vin-  back  with  a  contemptuous  shrug  of 
cenz,  in  a  studiously  quiet  voice,  his  shoulders.  Gretchen  was  lean. 
"  that  if  you  ever  again  dare  to  ing  against  a  rock — her  face  very 
address  a  single  word  of  any  sort  paJe,  and  her  lips  twitching  con- 
to  Fraulein  Mohr,  I  shall  denounce  vulsively. 

you  as  a  blackguard  and  a  villain  ;  *'  I  am  afraid  you  have   had  a 

and  at  the  first  hint  of  impertin-  great  fright,"   he  said,  looking  at 

enee,  I  shall  thrash  you  before  the  her  anxiously, 

eyes  of  anybody  who  will  take  the  "  No,  it  is  nothing,"  she  managed 

trouble  to  look  on.     Is  that  quite  to  say  with  difficulty.     She  made 

distinct  to  you  ?  "  a  step  forward,  meaning  to  reassure 

"  Quite,"  muttered  the  Rouman-  him  as  to  her  strength,  but  stum- 

ian,  quaking  in  his  shoes.  bled  and  caught  hold  of  the  rock. 

Whatever  harm  the  fall  might  ''  I  shall  rest  a  minute,"  she  said 

have   done   to  his  constitution,  it  faintly.     ^'I  don't  think  I  could 

certainly  had  had  the  salutary  effect  walk  just  yet." 

of  sobering  him  completely.     All  "  tfpon   this   stone,   then,"  said 

his   blustering    self-confidence    of  Vincenz,  as,  with  fingers  as  deft 

five   minutes   ago    was    vanished,  and  delicate  as  those  of  a  woman,, 

leaving  no  trace  behind  it.     They  he  cleared  off  the  loose  sticks  which 

were   of  much  the  same  stature,  encumbered  the   low  rock   beside 

the  Roumanian  and  the  German,  her. 

et  the  short-sighted  lawyer  looked  "  Thank  you,"  said  Gretchen,  as 

y   far  the  grander  man   of   the  she  sat  down  ;    she  would    have 

two.  liked  to  say  more,  but  she  was  not 

Dr  Kokovics  seemed  to  have  sure  of  her  voice, 
shrunk  to  half  his  size,  as  he  turned  Dr  Komers  did  not  sit  down  ; 
and  slunk  away  among  the  rocks,  he  stood  some  paces  away  from 
leaving  his  paper  lamps  abandoned  her,  reflecting  what  else  he  could 
to  their  fate.  No  red  and  blue  do  for  her  comfort,  for  it  was 
lights  will  to-night  rejoice  the  fif tv  evident  that  she  was  both  fright- 
learned  men.  Here  the  lamps  will  ened  and  faint.  He  could  hear 
hang  forgotten,  until  the  rain  has  her  teeth  chattering ;  and  the 
washed  away  the  blue  and  red  thought  that  she  might  suddenly 
colour,  and  the  wind  has  torn  be  taken  ill  terrified  him  beyond 
them  to  fragments.  measure.     The  only  woman  he  was 

Dr  Kokovics  waited    until    he  intimsftely    acquainted    with,    his 

had  got  one  rock  between  him  and  sister  Anna,  had  given  him    f re- 

his   late  enemy,   and   then,   as    a  quent  and    alarming  examples  of 

parting  shot,  he  called  back  across  tne  frailty  of  the  female  constitu- 

this  rampart —  tion.     His  coat  was  the  only  avail. 

^'  Good  evening,  valiant  knight !  able   wrap,  and  taking  it  off,    he 

No  doubt  you  will  now  enjoy  the  put  it  over  her  knees    and    feet, 

favours    which    your   confounded  "If   you   don't  mind,"    he     said, 

fists  have  taken   away   from   me.  apologetically. 

The  flower  of  beauty  to  the  con-  "  Thank  you,"    she  said  again  ; 

queror  !    Such  are  the  fortunes  of  then  after  a  pause,  "How  did  you 

war  !  "  find  me  here  ?  " 
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*'  Vour  brother  came  back  with-  viction  sprang  only  from  an  un- 

out  you,"  answered  Vincenz,  with  reasoning  but  not  a  mistaken  in- 

a   shade   of   embarrassment.      "  I  stinct. 

thought  I  could, overtake  you  and  "Did  I   really   frighten   you?" 

tell  you  of  the  mistake,  for  it  was  asked  Vincenz,  anxiously. 

fettmg  late.     I  walked  as  fast  as  The  flush  of  movement  was  still 

could  ;  but  apparently  you  must  on  his  face  ;   and  though  he  was 

have  walked  faster,  for  I  could  not  calm  again  outwardly,  the  strong 

get  up  to  you.     When  I  came  to  effort  he  made  could  not  succeed  in 

the  head  of  the  gorge,  I  could  hear  suppressing  his  inward  excitement. 

the  stones   rolling  further  down,  A  man  does  not  pass  fifteen  years 

and  I  guessed  you  were  on  in  ad-  at  desk   drudgery,  and  then  find 

vance.      Did    you    not    hear    me  himself  suddenly  plunged  into    a 

shout  ?  "  hand-to-hand  fight,  without  feeling 

"  Oh,    then    it    was    you    who  his  whole  nature  stirred  up  by  it. 

shouted  ?  "    said  Gretchen,  begin-  The  strength  which  had  so  long  lain 

ning  to  be  ashamed  of  her  ground-  dormant  and  useless  had  found  a 

less  alarm.  subject  on  which  to  wreak  itself, 

"  I  am  afraid    that  villain   has  and  instinct  had  told  him  how  to 
frightened  you  most  terribly,"  he  use  his  advantages, 
added,  looking  down  at  her  with  a  "  You  would  have  been  fright- 
concern  that  was  more  that  of  a  ened  at  yourself,  if  you  could  have 
father  than  of  a  lover.  seen  your  own  face,"  said  Gretohen. 

Gretchen    tried    to    smile.     "I  "I  am  not  at  all  sorry  that  I 

think    you  frightened  me  also    a  knocked  him  down,"  said  Vinoenz, 

little."  simply  ;    "  but  I  am  sorry  I  could 

"I   frightened    you!"     he    re-  not  have  knocked  him  down  more 

peated,  in  a  tone  of  the  blankest  quietly.   I  am  afraid  " — with  grow- 

consternation.  "  Is  that  possible  ?"  ing  anxiety — "  that  I  must    have 

Looking  at  him  at  this  moment,  used  some  rather  strong  language.** 

it  did  seem  scarcely  possible    to  "  Rather,"   said  Gretchen,  smii- 

Gretchen  herself.      He  had   quite  ing.     "  I  thought  you  were  going 

resumed  his  ordinary  manner — his  to  throw  him  over  the  rock  at  one 

voice  and   his  look   were  gentle,  moment." 

almost  timid.  Vincenz  looked  grave. 

The  hands  which  had  dealt  such  "  I  believe  I  was.     If  yon  had 

crushing  blows  a  few  minutes  ago,  not  screamed  then,  I  should  have 

with   what  tender  care  had  they  had  Dr  Koko vies  on  my  conscience, 

arranged    the    seat  for  her,    and  I  scarcely  knew  what  1  was  doing. 

placed  the  coat  over  her  feet  !  And  I  felt  rather  wild  just  then.     I  see 

yet  neither  in  the  tone  nor  words  now  that  it  must  have  frightened 

was  there  the  shadow  of  anything  you  terribly.      Can  you    forgiye 

which  could  have  alarmed  the  most  me  ?  " 

sensitive  delicacy.  They  were  alone  ^^  Oh  !  it  is  you  who  should  for* 

here  in  this  wild  solitude,  and  she  give  me,"  saia  Gretchen,  oatohing 

knew  that  this  man  loved  her  ;  but  her  breath. 

she  knew  also,  with  as  firm  a  con-  Dr  Komers  made  no  answer^  but 

viction,  that  she  was  as  safe  as  if  turned  and  walked  a  few  steps  away, 

her  father  had  been  by  her  side.  His  back  was  towards  her,  and  to 

This  time  it  was  not  by  any  pro-  all  appearance  he  seemed  absorbed 

cess  of  logical  deduction  that  she  in  the  contemplation  of  a  clump  of 

reached  this  conclusion;  the  con-  trampled  fern.    The  green  tufts  of 
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hart's-tongue  had  suffered  grievous-  fore  going  on.  "  Perhaps,  if  it 
ly  in  the  struggle:  the  broken  fronds  would  not  weary  you  too  much,  I 
lay  crushed  on  the  ground,  all  their  should  like  to  tell  you  the  story  of 
juicy  life  stamped  out  of  them  in  that  day.  I  have  not  told  it  to 
that  brief  but  furious  fight.  It  any  one  yet ;  but  I  think  you  could 
would  be  long  before  they  raised  forgive  me  better  for  my  occasional 
their  heads  again.  violence  if  you  heard  the  rest.  May 

There   was  a  silence    of    some    I  tell  it  to  you  ? " 
minutes.     The  last  of  the  daylight        "  Yes,  yes;  oh,  please  tell  it  me! " 
was  dying  fast ;  the  black  stone-    she  said,  with  an  eagerness  which 
pines   frowned    down   from   their    surprised  him. 
high  seats  ;  there  was  not  a  sound        ''  It  must  be  the   story  of  the 
in  the  lonely  gorge.    Overhead  the    broken  heart  that  he  is  going  to 
evening  stars  were  beginning  slowly    tell  me,"  thought  Gretchen. 
to  shine;  and,  as  though  the  valley        Ever  since  the  day  of  her  last 
had  been  a  lake  which  sent  back    passage  of  arms  with  Anna  Ko- 
the  image  of  each  star  in  the  sky,    mers,   an   illogical    curiosity   had 
the  lights  below  sprung  up  one  by    possessed  her  with  regard  to  that 
one.  proken  heart. 

Gretchen  sat  on  the  stone  with  "  Please  begin,"  she  felt  inclined 
her  hands  clasped  before  her.  Her  to  say.  She  was  as  anxious  as  a 
heart  beat  fast ;  but  it  was  not  child  who  has  been  promised  a  neV 
with  fright  now — it  was  with  a  fairy  tale,  and  half  expected  the 
sort  of  nervous  expectation.  What  story  to  start  with  "  Once  upon  a 
was  Dr  Komers  going  to  say  next  ?    time." 

Was  he  going  to  tell  her  again  that  "  Thank  you,"  said  Vincenz,  as 
beloved  her?  Ah  no  !  that  was  if  she  had  conferred  a  favour  on 
to  be  never  again.  She  had  for-  him.  ^'  But  it  would  be  imprudent 
gotten  that, — never  again  !  to   stay   here  longer.     I  will  tell 

"  Fraulein  Mohr,"  said  Dr  Kom-  you  '  as  we  walk  home.  Would 
ers,  coming  back  towards  her,  "  it  you  mind  ipaking  use  of  my  arm 
is  no  wonder  that  I  frightened  you  to  get  back  through  the  gorge  ?  " 
to-day  ;  the  wonder  is  rather  that  Gretchen  felt  stronger  now,  and 
I  should  not  have  frightened  you  rising  to  her  feet,  she  took  the  arm 
long  ago.  Perhaps  you  have  never  which  Vincenz  almost  diffidently 
guessed  that  I  am  a  passionate  offered  her.  As  long  as  they  were 
man  ?  "  clambering  up  the  torrent-bed,there 

"  I  have  thought  so — once  be-  was  no  possibility  of  conversation  ; 
fore."  each  difficulty  was  increased  ten- 

Though  it  was  so  dark,  she  fold  by  the  darkness.  There  were 
blushed  crimson;  for  she  was  think-  gloomy  shadows  and  sharp  rustles 
ing  of  the  scene  on  the  morrow  of  all  around  ;  but  Gretchen  never 
the  Cursalon  ball.  started   once.      She   wondered   at 

"  I  understand,*'  he  said,  calmly,  the  strength  of  her  own  nerves. 
**  Well,  since  you  have  seen  me  on  Evenif  the  robber-band  had  sprung 
that  day  and  on  this,  I  had  better  out  upon  them,  she  felt  as  if  she 
tell  you  at  once  that  my  temper  could  have  faced  them  coolly  now. 
has  been  my  ruin.  It  is  entirely  The  proofs  of  strength  which  Dr 
through  an  act  of  passion  that  I  Komers  had  given  could  not  fail  to 
have  shipwrecked  my  sister's  life  reassure  the  most  timid  of  female 
and  my  own."  minds.     As  they  passed  the  circu- 

He  hesitated  for  a  moment  be-    lar  basin,  where  in  early  spring  the 
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melted  snow  expands  to  a  deep  then,  God  forgive  me  !  With  what 
and  whirling  pool,  the  eagle  put  its  patience  would  I  bear  his  cox- 
head  out  of  the  nest  above  them,  combry  now,  if  I  could  see  Conrad 
and  expressed  its  displeasure  at  this  Perlenberg  before  my  eyes!  All 
further  intrusion.  It  had  been  an  this  happened  in  Vienna,  you  must 
evening  of  abnormal  disturbance  in  know.  But  for  some  months  T  was 
the  experience  of  this  lonely  eagle,  absent  on  an  official  mission.  It 
When  they  had  gained  the  level  was  the  first  lengthy  separation 
path,  Vincenz  spoke  again —  which   had  ever  taken   place   be- 

"  It  is  a  very  short  story  I  have  tween  Anna  and  me.  When  I 
to  tell,  and  very  simple — most  de-  met  Anna  again  on  my  return,  it 
spairingly  simple  it  has  proved  for  struck  me  for  the  first  time  that 
both  Anna  and  me.  I  need  not  my  sister  was  pretty  ;  there  was  a 
tell  you  that  I  am  a  poor  man — for  new  bloom  on  her  face,  a  happier 
I  have  never  concealed  niy  poverty,"  smile  on  her  lips,  a  brighter  light 
said  Vincenz,  with  an  effort ;  "  but  in  her  eyes.  She  had  never  looked 
I  have  not  always  been  poor.  My  like  this  before,  and  I  did  not 
father  was  rich  :  until  she  was  past  know  how  to  explain  this  change, 
twenty,  Anna  did  not  know  what  '^  It  was  only  now  that  I  made 
it  was  to  have  a  wish  unfulfilled,  the  acquaintance  of  young  Perlen- 
It  was  not  long  after  her  twentieth  berg.  He  did  not  occupy  any  re- 
birthday  that  my  father  lost  his  cognized  position  in  his  father'a 
fortune.  It  is  no  use  troubling  office,  and  I  was  not  even  aware 
you  with  details,  which  at  the  time  that  he  gave  himself  the  show  of 
I  did  not  thorou;,'hlv  understand  authority. 

myself  ;  the  practical  fact  of  find-  "  One  morning  soon  after  my  re- 
ing  that  we  were  beggars  was  quite  turn,  on  reaching  the  office  at  the 
sufiiicient  for  all  intents  and  pur-  usual  hour  I  found  lyin^  on  my 
poses.  My  father's  death  followed  desk  the  draft  of  an  official  report 
soon  upon  the  crash  ;  Anna  and  I  of  some  importance,  whose  com- 
were  left  to  manage  for  ourselves,  position  had  been  entrusted  to  me. 
Our  case  was  not  by  any  means  and  which  I  had  framed  with  par- 
desperate.  In  his  better  days,  my  ticular  care.  It  was  being  re- 
father  had  had  many  firm  friends  :  turned  to  me  now,  with  corrections, 
they  did  not  prove  themselves  written  in  an  unknown  hand,  and 
quite  so  firm  in  the  time  of  misfor-  evidently  proceeding  from  some  in* 
tune  ;  but  one  at  least,  a  Count  experienced  person.  Half  of  what 
Perlenberg,  occupying  a  high  min-  I  had  written  was  stroked  through^ 
isterial  position,  did  not  immedi-  and  there  were  remarks  sabstitated, 
ately  turn  his  back  upon  us.  He  which  displayed  almost  ludicrouslj 
generously  offered  me  a  position  the  writer's  ignorance.  I  never 
which  opened  to  me  the  possibility  was  very  patient  of  correction  ; 
of  a  brilliant  diplomatic  career,  the  sight  of  my  draft,  on  which 
The  prospect  so  delighted  me,  that  I  had  spent  such  scrupulous  care, 
in  my  eyes  it  more  than  made  up  now  thus  ignominiousiy  returned 
for  the  loss  of  fortune.  I  worked  upon  my  hands,  rousea  my  anger 
hard  for  two  years,  drawing  so  on  the  instant.  I  might  have 
high  a  salary  that  Anna  could  live  borne  it  better  if  I  had  been  alone, 
in  ease,  almost  in  luxury.  but  the  harmless  chaffinff  of  my 

''  Count  Perlenberg  had  one  son,  companions  stung  me  to  de  qniok. 

a  fair-haired,  pink-cheeked  young  I  knew  that  I  was  fifj^ty  and  that 

man.     I  thought  him  a  coxcomb  my  unknown  corrector  was  wrongs 
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I  was  very  young  and  very  hot-  Gretchen  could   not    repress  a 

headed,  and  the   sense  of  the  in-  rising   laugh,  as  the  picture  of  the 

justice  overpowered  me  as  an  un-  prostrate   Ferlenberg  rose  before 

Dearable  insult.  her  mind's  eye.     Vmcenz   looked 

"  *  The  man  who  has  written  this  at  her  gravely, 

is  a  fool ! '  I  said  aloud,  and  flung  "  Does  it  amuse  you  ?  I  daresay 

the  paper  to  the  floor.  it  was   comedy  to  the  spectators, 

"  *  You  will  not  dare  to  call  me  a  but  it  turned  out  tragedy  for  us 

fooVsaid  a  small  voice;  and  through  two.      As  soon   as  we  had   both 

the  open  doorway  Conrad  Perlen-  recovered* our  senses,  we  were  told 

berg   suddenly   stepped    forward,  that    we    must    fight,    and    with 

looking   rather   more   white   than  pistols,  as  the  offence  had  been  so 

pink  this  morning.     We  stood  op-  grave,  and  given  before  witnesses, 

posite  to  each  other,  and  the  young  No  personal  enmity  was   at  fault, 

counts  and  barons  around  tittered  It  had  been  entirely  through  a  mis- 

a   little  as  they  bent   over  their  take  that  young  Perlen  berg  had  got 

desks.     I  had  not  expected  to  see  hold  of  this  document,  and  he  had 

Count  Perlenbefg  ;  but  my  blood  corrected  it  without  knowingwhose 

was  up,  beyond   all  powers  of  re-  draft  it  was,  while  I  had  spoken 

strain t.  unaware  of  the  name  of  mv  cor- 

"  *  I  cannot  take  back  my  words,'  rector.  But,  for  a  hot  word  and  a 

I  said,  *  even  if  you  have  written  it.'  hasty  act,  the  world  decreed  that 

"Young  Perlenberg  uttered  a  each   should  have   a  shot   at   the 

laugh,  which  was  half  embarrassed  other's  life.     I  had   never  fought 

and  half  hysterical.  a  duel   before,   and  I  was  foolish 

" '  This  IS  suitable  language,'  he  enough  to  be  rather  pleased  at  the 

said,   turning  to  his  companions,  prospect.      I  took  care  that  Anna 

with   an   unsteady  sneer  —  *  most  should   not  guess  why   I  left  the 

suitable  language  for  a  man  who,  house  at  so  early  an  hour.     Per- 

but   for  my  father,  might  be   in  lenberg   had  the  first  shot,  bein^ 

want  of  breakfast  to-day '  the  offended;  he  aimed  fairly  welt, 

"  I  am  convinced  now  that  Per-  and  hit  me  in  the  left  arm.  I  felt 
lenberg  had  lost  his  self-control  a  stinging  pain,  but  the  excitement 
as  much  as  I  had  lost  mine,  for  he  drowned  every  bodily  sensation. 
was  not  a  bad  fellow  by  nature  ;  "After  I  had  fired,  which  I  did 
but  at  the  moment  I  felt  only  in  absolute  blindness,  for  I  could 
the  taunt,  and  it  maddened  me.  not  see  six  paces  ahead,  the  young 
I  don't .  remember  V; making  any  Count  stood  upright  for  a  moment, 
answer  ;  I  know  only  that  in  the  then  staggered,  and  was  caught  in 
next  moment  the  tittering  at  the  the  arms  ol  his  second.  He  was 
desks  had  entirely  ceased.  I  had  not  dead,  but  he  was  mortally 
struck  out  my  right  hand,  and  wounded.  He  was  privately  re- 
Conrad  Perlenberg  was  lying  on  moved  to  his  house,  and  I  went 
his  back  on  the  ground,  while  the  home,  chilled  and  sobered  ;  and  at 
rest  of  the  jeunesse  doree  were  the  door  I  was  met  by  Anna,  who 
dragging  me  back  by  the  arms  and  had  suspected  something  abnormal, 
shoulders.  They  might  have  left  I  could  not  command  my  emotion  ; 
me  alone ;  for  at  the  very  moment  and  my  wounded  arm,  which  I  had 
of  the  fall  I  was  already  repent-  half  forgotten,  spoke  for  itself, 
ing  having  knocked  down  a  man  Some  hint  dropped  by  a  servant 
who  was  six  inches  below  my  own  led  her  to  think  of  a  duel,  and  she 
height."  knew  me  too  well  to  believe  such 
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a  thing  unlikely.     She  insisted  on  Conrad  lingered  between  life  and 

binding  up  my  arm,  which  still  death.     It  was  winter,  but  I  passed 

bled.     I  let  her  do  it;  but  as  I  half  the  ni^ht  at  my  post,  wrapped 

watched  her  preparing  the  band-  in  my  cloak,  and  with  my  eyes  on 

ages  with  such  sorrowful  anxiety,  the  light  of  that  sick-room.     On 

I  felt  a  great  discouragement  come  the  eighth  day  I  came  there  early, 

over  me.  '  I  have  done  worse  for  and,  looking  up  as  usual,  I  saw  that 

him  than   that,'  I  said,  gloomily,  both    windows    were    flune  wide 

*  They  tell    me    he  can    scarcely  open.  It  was  a  bitterly  cold  Jann- 

live.'  ary  day,  and  those  open  windows 

'<  Anna  looked  at  me  with  scared  could  mean  but  one  thing." 

eyes.  His  voice  shook  for  a  moment, 

"  *  Who  is  he  ? '  she  asked.  *  You  and  he  broke  off  abruptly.     They 

must  tell  me,  Vincenz.'  had  come  to  a  rouffh  part  of  the 

'^  *  It  is  Conrad  Perlenberg,'   I  pathway,  and  as  Vmoenz  put  out 

said.  his  hand  as  a  support,  Gretchen 

'<  I  shall  never  forget  the  look  fancied  it   was  not  as  steady  as 

which  Anna  gave  me,  and  the  cry  usual.  She  stole  a .  glance  up  into 

which   she  uttered  ;    it    was    the  his  face,  and  saw  the  painful  emo- 

death-knell  of  her    youth.      The  tion  which  had  been  called  up  by 

bandage  she  was  holding  dropped  that  recollection, 

out  of  her    hands,  and    she    fell  '<  You  should  not  have  told  me 

fainting  on   to  the    chair  beside  this,"  she  whispered;     '^  it    pains 

her.     It  was  long  before  she  came  you." 

to  her  senses,   and  then  I  learned  He  looked  down  at  her  quickly, 

the  whole  truth.     She  had  loved  and  then  dropped  her  hand.    . 

Conrad  Perlenberg,  whose  acquaint-  ''It  does  pain   me;   but  what 

ance  she  had  made  in  my  absence,  matters  the  pain  ?    I  should  like 

and  only  a  few  days  ago  they  had  you  to  know  it  all.     People  have 

become  secretly  engaged.      It  was  sometimes  been  kind  enough    to 

the  first  secret  she  had  ever  kept  call  me  a   quiet,    sensible    man : 

from  me;    and,    by  heavens,  the  there   is  no  great  merit  in  being 

innocent  mystery  cost  her  dear !  sensible  after  that  one  experience 

God  knows  what    she  can   have  I  have  had.     From  that  fatal  day 

seen  in  that  pink-and-white  face  in  the  office,  Anna's  life  and  mine 

which  made  her  love  him  !     But  I  were    violently    transformed.'     I 

have  found  since  then  that  those  sent  in  my  resignation  myself,  but 

are  the  sort  of  men  who  know  how  I  had   one  more  short  interview 

to  catch  a  woman's  fancy."    IIow  with  Conrad's  father.  For  the  sake 

bitter  sounded  the  sigh  which  went  of  his  old  friend's  memory.  Count 

along  with  these  words  !  Perlonber^  declined  to  prosecute 

"There  followed  a  fearful  week,"  me,  for  the  fatal  termination  of 

said  Vincenz,  continuing  his  story,  the  duel  brought  me  within  reaoh 

"  From  the  very  djiy  of  the  catas-  of   the  law.     '  But  it    could   not 

trophe,  Anna  fell  into  a  dreadful  give  back  my  Conrad,'  he  said  to 

illness.     I    was    half    distracted  ;  me,  sorrowfully.  I  might  go  where 

every  moment  that  I  could  spare  Hiked,   only  I  was  never  to  come 

from  my  sister  I  stole  away  and  under  his  eyes  again.    Sowewent^ 

stood  in   the  unfrequented  street,  Anna  and  I,  like  a  pair  of  outcasts: 

where  straw  had  been  laid  down  we  left  Vienna,  and  quietly  vanished 

beforeonegloomy  house,  watching  out  of  the  circles  of  the  oapital. 

the  window    of  the  room  where  Anna  remained  an  invalid  from 
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the  day  of  her  recovery.    Every  and  to  rise  to  the  emereency  of  the 
trace  of  youth    and  bloom    was  moment  was  an  effort  almost  heroic, 
ewept  away  by  that  illness.     $he  He  had  no  leisure  for  lamentation 
never  had  been  beautiful  ;  she  had  and  sterile  regrets,  no  opportunities 
scarcely  been  pretty,  except  during  for  indulging  in  self -accusing  tears ; 
that   short    period    of    happiness  even  sackcloth  and  ashes  were  lux- 
which  I  had    destroyed.     Conrad  uries    which   he  could   ill   afford. 
Perlenberg's    love    was    the    sun  Stem   moralists    might  condemn 
which  had  made  her  beauty  bloom,  him  to  do  penance  ;  but  how  of  the 
and   my   violence    was  tne  frost  poor  penitent  who  has  no  money  to 
which  killed  it.     I  asked  her  for-  Duy  the  sackcloth,  and  no  time  to 
giveness   on   my  knees,   and    she  collect  the  ashes  ? 
save  it  me  at  once  :  she  had  always  Yincenz  was  forced  to  act  at  once, 
idolised  me  since  my   babyhood,  and  to  enter  the  lists  in  the  vulgar 
and  her  affection  was  not  by  one  battle  for  bare  life.  He  had  fought 
whit  weakened  after  the  catastro-  that  battle  bravely,  and  he  had 
phe.     We  be^n  life  again  at  the  fought  it  alone  ;  for  Anna,  success- 
beeinning.     I   worked   for  Anna,  fully  deceived  as  to  the  extent  of 
and,  thank  Gk>d,  I  was  able  to  keep  their  poverty,  had  never  attempted 
her  from  starving.      It   was   the  to  contribute  her  share  of  labour, 
least  I  could  do,  after  all."  She  continued  to  bully  and  adore 
Yincenz  paused  again.     He  had  her  brother  now  as  before,  never 
told  the  facts  plainly,  without  add-  by  a  single  word  of  reproach  hint- 
ing a  comment ;  but  the  very  bare-  ing  at  the  happiness  which  she  had 
ness  of  the  statement,  given  in  that  lost  through  his  fault.     She  knew 
deeply  tremulous  voice,  made  it  the  he  worked,  but  she  did  not  know 
more  impressive.    He  said  no  word  how  hard  he  worked  ;  and  never 
of  the  bitter  desolation,  the  asony  to  this  day  did   she  suspect  how 
of  self-reproach,  which  had  oeen  Yincenz  used  to  sit   with  locked 
lived  through,  and  which  yet  had  door,  writing  all  night  at  his  desk, 
to  be  lived  down  and  thrust  under  so  as  to  get  through  double  work  ; 
in  the  battle  for  life  on  which  he  nor  how  often,  when  he  declared  he 
had  then  entered.     A  man  cast  in  was  going  to  dine  with  a  friend, 
a  sterner  or  a  more  callous  mould  and  sne  scolded  him  in  her  queru- 
would  have  more  quickly  shaken  lous  fashion  for  his  dissipation,  he 
off  that  ghastly  impression  ;  for,  would  walk  the  streets  alone,  and 
after  all,  he  had   not  overstepped  comebacklookingrather  pale:  and 
the   recognised    code    of  honour  all  this  only  to  lessen  the  butcher's 
which  society  had    set  up.     But  bill,  which  he  knew  they  could  not 
Yincenz  was  not  of  that  iron  hard-  pay. 

ness.  His  mind  was  too-  keenly  Yincenz  did  not  in  any  word  re- 
sensitive,  too  intellectually  refined,  fer  to  those  past  years  ;  but  some 
to  be  so  easily  quit  of  ^hat  haunt-  dim  reflection  of  what  must  have 
ing  memory.  The  world's  code  of  been,  could  not  /ail  to  dawn  in 
honour  shrank  into  nothing  beside  Gretchen's  mind, 
the  accusation  of  his  own  con-  They  had  walked  for  some  min- 
science.  No  one,  not  even  Anna,  utes  in  silence,  when  Yincenz,  more 
had  ever  guessed  at  the  moments  in  his  ordinary  voice,  said — 
of  discouragement  and  self-disgust  ''That  is  the  whole  of  my  story, 
which  had  threatened  to  overpower  I  have  not  often  indulged  in  a  pas- 
him.  For  a  nature  like  his  to  sion  since  then  ;  a  temper  is  a  lux- 
suppress  that    gnawing   remorse,  ury  which  a  poor  man  cannot  afford 
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to  keep.  That  one  fit  of  anger  was  to  expect  it  once,  and  I  have  been 

an  expensive  thing,"  and  he  laughed  punished  for  it." 

bitterly  ;  "  it  cost  ray  sister's  hap-  The    last     words   were    but    a 

piness,  Conrad    Perlenberg's  life,  thought  spoken  aloud,  and  Gret- 

and  my  own  career."  chen   dropped    her  head   without 

"  I  am  glad  you  told  me,"  said  answering. 

Gretchen,    faltering.      She    could  They  were  in   the  valley  by  this 

think  of  nothing  else  to  say.  "  You  time,  and  the  blaze  of  the  festive 

must  have  been  very  unhappy."  lights  shone  out  close  before  them. 

"  Others  must  have  been  more  But  the  story  of  the  broken  heart 

unhappy,"  he  said  quietly.    "  Hav-  had  left  behind  it  a  gloom  not  to 

mg  spoiled  three  people's  lives,  I  be  dispelled  by  lights  or  music,  and 

have  no  right  to  expect  any  happi-  the  last  few  minutes  of  the  walk 

ness  in  my  own.  I  was  fool  enough  were  passed  in  unbroken  silence. 

CHAPl'ER   XXVI. — A   SULTANA. 

"  Ich  bin  eln  Cavalier  wie  andero  CaTaliere.*' 

Princess  Tryphosa  is  spending  She  is  elaborately,  almost  gor^ 

the  evening  in  ner  apartment.    On  geously  dressed  ;    coloured  stoneft 

a  low  ottoman  against  the  wall  she  shine    upon    her    neck  and  arms^ 

reclines  with  half  closed  eyes.  which  the  hanging  sleeves    leave 

The  Recsulescos  occupy  the  most  bare  ;  in  her  hair  one  red  pome- 
magnificent  suite  of  rooms  of  the  granate-blossom  droops,  and  on  her 
monster  hotel,  and  Princess  Try-  cheek  the  black  eyelashes  throw  a 
phosa  inhabits  the  most  magnifi-  broad  shadow, 
cent  room  of  this  apartment.  To  The  lamps  have  been  lighted 
European  ideas  it  would  appear  a  already,  and  pour  all  around  them 
comfortless  room  ;  but  there  is  a  flood  of  soft  yellow.  The  summer 
plenty  of  rich,  red  velvet,  and  evenings  are  beginning  to  creep  in^ 
luminous  gildings  on  all  sides  ;  and  though  the  days  are  still  hot  and 
every  touch  of  colour  in  the  room,  sunny. 

every  light  and  every  shadow.  By  the  lamplight.  Princess  Try- 
seems  to  be  there  expressly  in  order  phosa  might  be  thought  asleep;  bat 
to  throw  out  in  relief  the  figure  of  she  is  not.  There  is  a  rosary  .of 
that  woman  on  the  ottoman.  amber  beads  in  her  hand,  and  it 

An  ideal  sultana,  stepped  straight  glides  slowly,  verv  slowly,  through 

out  of  the   'Arabian  >iights,'  she  her  fingers.     Beside  her  lies  open 

leans  motionless  among  her  yield-  one    of    Paul     de    Kock's     most 

ing  cushions.     A   rich  and  luxuri-  doubtful  novels.      Tha  novel  is  no 

ous  indolence  is  expressed  in  every  doubt  intepded    to    enliven    the 

curve  of  her  reclining  figure.  There  pauses  between  the  lengthy  prayen^ 

is  a  narcotic  influence  about  her  and  the  amber  beads  are  as  oer- 

very  presence  ;  it  hangs  round  her  tainly  meant  to  nullify  any  bad 

in    the   atmosphere,  as    impalpa-  effect  of  the  entertaining  leotore, 

ble,  yet  as  irresistible,    as  a  fra-  Paul    de    Keck    entertamed   this 

grance  of  poppy-heads.     She  is  a  Roumanian    Princess  very  mneh, 

silent  protest  against  activity — a  but  not    as    he    entertains    other 

silent  sermon    on  the   beauty   of  people.     While  she  read  him  (and 

laziness.  she  read  him  very  consoientiootly)^ 
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her  face  remained   grave  and  her  asked  the  hour  twice,  Tryphosa ; 

fancy  untickled  ;    she  might  have  do  you  want  to  go  to  bed  ?   Are 

been  believed  utterly  incapable  of  you  tired  ?" 

any  sense  of  the  ludicrous.     That  The  variations   went  on  for  an- 

was  entirely  a  mistake.     Princess  other half-page,and  then  Tryphosa's 

Tryphosa  appreciated   each    joke,  voice  was  heard  answering — 

but  she  usually  appreciated    it   a  "  No,  I  don't  want  to  go  to  bed. 

little  time  after  she  had  laid  down  But  I  think    I  am  rather  tired,' ' 

the  novel.    While  the  amber  beads  she  said,  lower, 

were  gliding  through  her  fingers.  The   jingly  prayer  rambled  on, 

and  her  lips  slowly  moving  in  devo-  causing  Miiena's   two  little  brown 

tion,  it  often    happened   that  the  hands  to  chase  each  other  up  and 

point  of  a  joke  she  had  been  reaji-  down  the  piano,  and  sometimes  to 

ing  half  an  hour  before,  began  to  jump  clean  over  each  other,  like  a 

dawn  in  her  mind,  and    made  an  couple  of    frisky   brown   mice   at 

irresistible  smile  rise  to  her  moving  play.      Some  sound,  like  a  heavy 

lips.      It  was  not  at  all  unfrequent  sigh,  came  from  the  ottoman  by  the 

to  hear  Princess  Tryphosa  break  wall.     At  the  same  time  the  door 

into  a  low  soft    laugh,  when   the  opened,  and    the  black   eyelashes 

last   half-hour  had  brought  abso-  were  slowly  raised.     But  it   was 

lutely  nothing  calculated  to  raise  not  the  person    expected  ;  it  was 

merriment.  only  a  tiny  figure  running  towards 

This  evening  she  is   not  alone,  her. 

There  is  a  piano  in  the  room,  and  ^^ MiUe pardons^  madamey^  ejac- 

at   the  piano  a  swarthy-faced  girl,  ulated   the   French    nursery-maid 

her  younger  sister,  is  touching  the  behind,  apologising  for  the  abnor- 

chords  with     an    unskilful  hand,  mal  intrusion  ;  "  mats  il  est  d^une 

The  music  is  the  only  thing  which  michancete    ce  soirl     He   would 

disturbs  the  oriental  character  of  insist  on  saying  good-night  to  you, 

the  picture.  A  Moorish  serenade,  or  madamey  etje  n^ai  pu  Vattrapery  le 

the  slumber-song  of  the  *Africaine,'  petit  coquin,^* 

would  have  been  in  harmony  with  The  small   runaway  meanwhile 

the  rest;  but  these  jingly  variations  had  clambered  oato  the  ottoman, 

wpon  ^*  la  pri^re  d^une  vierge^^  are  and     thrown    himself     upon     his 

an  element    foreign  to  the  scene,  mother's     neck ;     while    Princess 

Princess  Tryphosa  feels  them  to  be  Tryphosa  passively   submitted  to 

tiresome;  at  least  she  is  fully  aware  this  strange  fancy   of  her   son's, 

that    something  is  very  tiresome.  Perhaps  she  had  not  immediately 

although  she  does  not   attempt  to  realised  the  meaning  of  his  appear- 

analyse  the  precise  cause.  ance,    for  just   as  the    indignant 

The  variations  had  gone  on  for  Fanchette  had  got  him  as  far  as 

some  time,  when  the  Princess  drew  the  door,  the  Princess  called  him 

out  her  watch  and  looked  at  it.     It  back  to  her  side.     She  drew  him 

was  a  beautifully  enamelled  watch,  towards    her,    and   looked    for  a 

but  it  was  not  going.  minute  into  his  face,  then  pressed 

"  What  o'clock  is  it,  Milena  ?  "  him  once,  almost  with  vehemence, 

she  inquired,  raising  her  voice.  to   her   breast ;   after    which   she 

The  ^' prikre  d^une  vierge^^  was  sank   back    exhausted,   dismissing 

suspended     for  a   moment,  while  Fanchette  and  her  charge  with  a 

Milena  answered,  "Half-past  eight."  wave  of  her  hand. 

She  put   her  hands  on  the  chords  It  was  not    more    than  once  a- 

again  while  she  added,  "  Tou  have  week  that  such  a  scene  of  affection 
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took  place  between  the  mother  and  ''  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  be- 

the  son  ;  and   yet  Tryphosa  was  fore  ? "  asked  Milena. 

more  devoted  than  most  Koumanian  ''  I  did  not  think  of  it  before." 

mothers.     It  had  not  been  all  at  '^  But  you  patronise  musiOy  Prin- 

once  that  she  had  taken  the  little  cess,"  said  Istv&n,  taking  a  place 

brown-faced  baby  to  her  heart,  nor  on  a  chair  not  very  far  distant 

indeed   that  she    had    discovered  from  the  ottoman, 

herself  to  be  possessed  of  a  mother's  The  Princess  looked  at  him,  but 

heart.     Codran  had  almost  kicked  spoke  to  her  sister.     *'  Milena,  will 

himself    free  of    his    swaddling-  you  say  that  the  ditlcetia  is  to  be 

clothes  by  the  time  that  I'ryphosa  brought  in  ?  " 

had,   somewhat    to    her  surprise.  When  Milena  had  reached  the 

awakened    to  the  fact   that  she  door,   which   Baron  Tolnay   held 

really   was  a  mother    like  other  open  for  her,  the  Princess  added, 

women,  and  that  she*  really  loved  "  Georgin  is  to  brine  it." 

her  child  as  other  women  do.  Now  Milena  understood  that  she  was 

the  curly-headed  Codran   was,  for  not  to  return  ;  and  she  understood 

her,  second  to  only  one  person  in  also  quite  well  why  she  was  not  to 

the  world.     In  a  moment  of  dan-  return,  although  she  walked  out  of 

ger  she  might  have  had  the  devo-  the  room  as  demurely  as  any  strait- 

tion  to  sacrifice  herself    for  her  laced  English  damsel  could  have 

child,  only  that  the  chances  are  done.       What  Milena  was.  Try* 

she  would  not  have  thought  of  it  phosa  had  been ;  and  what  Tr^- 

in  time.  phosa  was,   Milena  would  be  in 

The  little  brown   mice  were  be-  time,  barring  her  beauty,  which 

finning  again  to  scamper  over  the  this  swarthy-faced  girl  could  never 

eys,  but  had  to  break  off  their  hope  to  rival.      Before    she  had 

gambols  as  the  door  opened  for  the  married,  Tryphosa   had     scarcely 

second  time.  known    what    the    outside    of  a 

The  Virgin's  prayer  came  to  a  French  novel  was  like ;  would  have 

final  close  at  last  ;   and  IVyphosa,  considered   herself    insulted    if  a 

looking  up,  saw  her  sister  rising  man   had  offered  to  shake  hands 

from  her  seat,  and  curtsying  se-  with  her;  had  never  been  allowed 

dately  to  the  entering  visitor.  to  smoke  a  cigarette,  or  to  cross  a 

The  visitor  was  Istvun  Tolnay.  street  except  under  the  maternal 

He  bowed   with  excessive  respect  eye.      And  now:— well,  now  she  is 

to  Milena,  and  then,  advancing  to-  alone  with  Istv&n  Tolnay.     What 

wards  the  ottoman,  took  Princess  is  there  passing  between  istv&nand 

Tryphosa's  outstretched  hand  and  Tryphosa  ? 

raised  it  to  his  lips.     The  amber  With  the  closing  of  the  door 

rosary  and  the  French  novel  were  the  mask  was  dropped.    Milena'a 

both  put    aside.      Princess  Try.  presence  Ifad  of    necessity  made 

phosa  had   more  absorbing  inter-  the  first  few  phrases  strictly  con* 

eslH  at  this  moment  than  prayers  ventional ;  but  it  was  not  tor  the 

or  novels.  sake  of  conventional  convertation 

Milena  sat  down  demurely  ;  her  that  Istv&n  was  here  this  evening. 
sister  looked  at  her  steadily  for  a  "I  wrote  to  you,"  said  Try- 
few  moments,  as  if  meditating  how  phosa,  not  changing  her  position^ 
to  get  rid  of  her.  only  turning  her  head  slowly  till 

"  I  am  glad   you  stopped  play-  her  eyes  rested  on  him.      ^'  IMd 

ing,  Milena,"  she  remarked  now';  you  not  set  my  note  ?** 

**  that  air  was  so  tiresome."  ''I  am  nere  in  obedience  to  it^** 
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said  Istv&u,   sitting  down   again,  ''  Alone  ? "  He  laughed.     **  No  ; 

this  time  on  a  chair  much  nearer  I  enjoy    my  own   society  best  in 

to    the    ottoman.      He  looked  at  that  of  other  people.     I  made  an 

Tryphosa  with  unveiled  admiration  expedition  with  Mr  Howard  and 

in  his  eyes :    she  lay  still  in   her  the  Mohr  family.     We  had  quite 

half -reclining  position,  while  with  a  pleasant  day,"  he  added  frankly, 

one  hand  she  drew  towards  her  a  not   shrinking  in  the  le^st  before 

scented  box,  and  began  turning  a  Tryphosa's  steady    gaze.      Moral 

cigarette  between  her  fingers.  cowardice  did    not   happen  to  be 

*'  I  said  eight  o'clock."  his  special  phase  of  weakness. 

'^  I    was    not    back    at     eight  The   cigarette    was  lit    by  this 

o'clock."  time,  and  a  soft  cloud    of   grey- 

The  Princess    went   on  turning  white  smoke  hovered  around  Frin- 

her  cigarette  calmly.  cess  Tryphosa's  head. 

*'  Why  do  you  always  call   me  "  Why  should  you  fancy  that  I 

Princess  now  ?    You  used  to  call  would  not  allow   you  to  call  me 

me  Trvphosa  last  summer."  Tryphosa  this  year,  if  I  allowed  it 

Istvan  winced    for  an    instant,  you  last  year?" 

but  in  the  next  he  laughed  gaily.  Istv&n  had  hoped  that  that  sub- 

"How  could  I  know  that  you  iect  was    dropped    by  this   time, 

still  allowed  it  this  year  ?    I  snail  He  began  framing  an  answer,  when 

only  be    too    happy    to    call  you  a   welcome   interruption    came  in 

Tryphosa  again.''  the  shape  of  a  cut-glass  plate  filled 

She  appeared  not  to  be  listening  with  dulcetia,  which  just  now  was 

to  his  excuse  :    the  cigarette  was  carried  in  by  the   servant.     Never 

done  turning,  but  she  held  it  un-  before  had   he   so  thoroughly  ap- 

lighted  in   her  fingers,  while   her  preciated    this     oriental     custom, 

eyes  hung  on  his  face,  as  if    she  xhis  break    in    the    conversation 

were  maturing  a    thought  in  her  would  enable  a    fresh   subject  to 

mind.  be  started  at   a   very   convenient 

"  W  here  were  you  not  back  from  juncture, 

at  eight  o'clock?"  But  he  might  have  known  Prin- 

"  I     took    a    long    walk,"   said  cess  Tryphosa  better  by  this  time. 

Istvan,  evasively.  The  slow  but  unfailing  tenacity  of 

"  But  not  alone,"  said  Tryphosa,  her  mind  was  not  to  be  disturbed 

with  a  rapidity  which  in  her  was  by  such  an   interruption.      Three 

surprising.  lengthy    meals     in    the     interval 

Istv&n    pulled    meditatively    at  would   not  have  been  enough  for 

his  moustache.     Of  course  be  had  that     purpose  ;     at    the     end    of 

not    been     alone  ;     but     he     had  twenty-four  hours  she  would  have 

thought  that  it  might  have  been  resumed  the  idea  exactly   at   the 

pleasanter    for  all   parties  if   the  place  where  she  had   dropped   it. 

fact    had  remained   unmentioned.  What  effect  could  the   appearance 

He  would   cheerfully  have  told  a  of  the  dulcetia  have   upon  such  a 

dozen  lies  on  the  subject,  if  that  mind  as  hers  ? 

could  have  done  any  good,  for  no  When  the  glass  plate  was  on  the 

squeamish  sensitiveness   as  to  ver-  table  and  the   door  closed  again, 

acity  ever  troubled  Istv&n  Tolnay.  she  spoke — 

If  he  candidly  acknowledged  the  "  I  want  you  to   tell  me,  Istv&n, 

truth  now,  it  was  only  because  he  what  reason  you  have   for  suppos- 

recognised  that  denial  would  do  no  ing  that  anything  is  different  from 

good!  what  it  was  last  year  ?  " 
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"Nothing:     is    different,"     said  not  love   her   this  year,  there  was 

Istvdn,  leaning   forward,  and  fol-  no  objection  to  letting  himself  be 

lowing  only   the   impulse   of   the  loved  by  her. 

moment  as  he  spoke.  After  his  last  words,  she  let  her 

"  If  anything  is  different,"  she  eyes  sink  deep  into  his  for  a  mo- 
said,  letting  a  puff  of  smoke  escape  ment ;  then  slowly  drawing  away 
froiti  herjips,  **  it  is  you  who  have  her  hand,  she  calmly  swallowed 
made  it  different,  and  not  I  ;  it  is  a  spoonful  of  the  duUMia,  Her 
your  doing,  and  not  mine."  next    remark   sounded   irrelevant. 

"  Have  I  made  it  different  ?  "  It  was  always  difficult  to  trace  the 

Istvan   leant     forward    a   little  embers  of  thought  which  might  be 

more.      He  did  not  say  anything  smouldering  in  her  mind, 

further  at  the- moment,  for  he  felt  "Mademoiselle    Mohr    is    very 

that  the  language  of.  his  eyes  was  beautiful." 

the  most  appropriate  language  just  Istvan  Tolnay  started,  and  his 
then.  He  Knew  that  his  tongue  eyes  flashed  fire.  Tryphosa's  image 
spoke  well  when  he  chose,  but  he  faded,  and  Gretchen's  arose  in  its 
knew  that  his  eyes  spoke  better  ;  place.  Quick  as  lightning  his 
it  ^vas  always  with  them  that  he  thoughts  carried  him  to  other 
got  over  the  most  difficult  turns  in  scenes  than  this ;  to  many  a  pleas- 
conversation,  ant  moment  in  the  forest  walk  to- 

"  It  is  you,  it  is  not  I,"  she  said,  day  ;  to  many  a  word   and   look 

without  lowering  her  eyelids  under  exchanged  in  the  shadow  of  the 

his  gaze.     "Istvan,    you  are  not  beech-trees.       Princess  Tryphosa 

what  you  were  last  year.     You  do  knew  that    that  flush    and    that 

not  come  to  me  ;    you  go  on  ex-  spark  in  his  eye  were  not  for  her, 

peditions  ;    you  do  not    call   me  even  though  he  answered — 

Tryphosa.      You    loved    me   last  "You  are    more  beautifal,  my 

year "  dark  queen  ! " 

"And  I  love  you  this  year,"  " I  think  I  am  jealous  of  Made- 
said  Istvan,  taking  her  hand,  which  moiselle  Mohr/'  said  Tryphosa, 
hung  close  to  him.     It  was  by  far  slowly. 

the  most    convenient    answer    to  She  knew  that  she  was   much 

make,  although  it  did   not  happen  more  beautiful  than  Gretohen,  but 

to  be  the  true  one.     Besides  being  she  knew  quite  well  what  advan- 

convenient,  it    was  also  pleasant,  tages  the  other  had  over  her. 

Though  he  did  not  love  her  this  "  It  is  no  good  being  beaatif id 

year,  he  had   loved  her  last  year  ;  if  I  have  lost  your  love." 

and  the  memory  of  that  impression  "  Have   I  not  told  yoa  a  hun- 

was  quite  vivid  enough  to  make  dred  times  that  I  love  yoa? '^  asked 

him  enjoy  the  sight  of  her  beauty,  Istvan,  with  a  shade  of  impatience 

as  she  reclined  thus  with  her  eyes  this  time.     A  woman's  love  was 

on   his  face.      There   was  a  deep  pleasant   to  him,    but  a  woman's 

colour  glowing  on   her  cheeks  and  lamentations  were  wearisome. 

burning    on    her  lips ;    and    this  Oh  yes,  he  had  told   her  that 

reflection    of    an  inward  passion,  he  loved  her  a  hundred  times,  in 

brooding    deep  down  within  her,  hot  and  passionate  words,  last  year: 

made  her    surpassingly  beautiful,  these  words  he  said  now,  sounded 

In  spite  of  many  untoward  circum-  so  weak    beside    the  memory  of 

stances,   this    moment   was  to  be  those  others;   and  Princess   Try* 

counted  among  the  pleasant  mo-  phosa's  memory  was  onfortanatelj 

ments  of  his  life.     Though  he  did  30  tenacious. 
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"  Istv4n,  after   all  the  sacrifices  and  in   this  way   Istv4n  could  be 

I  have  made,  you  cannot  have  for-  cruel.     The  cruelty  which  springs 

gotten  your  promises.  You  told  me  from  hardness  of  nature  has  more 

last  year  that  I  must  wait.     I  have  chance  of  being  softened  than  that 

been  patient,  and  I  have  waited,  which  comes  from   a  lightness  of 

I  have  lived  only  on  the  thought  nature — for  a  hard  nature  need  not 

of  you,  on  the  hope  of  being  your  necessarily  be  a  shallow  one;  while 

wife  some  day.     I  have  given  up  here  there  was  no   possibility  of 

everything.     I  have  risked  my  fair  stirring  the  depths,   because    the 

fame.     I  have  deprived  my  child  depths  themselves  were  awanting. 

of  its  father — and  all,  all  for  you.  Therefore  Istvan   was  capable  of 

Are  you  going  to  tell  me  that   I  'fiery,  though  not  of  lastingly  tender 

have  done  it  all  in  vain  ?  "  passions,  and  the  impression  of  the 

She  uttered  these  words,so  full  of  moment,  thoygh  paramount  while 

passion,  slowly,  pausing  often,  and  it  lasted,  was  swept  away  by  the 

giving  full  weight  to  each  syllable,  impression  of  the  next.      A  wo- 

Aa  she  spoke,  she  sat  up  from  her  man's  beauty  was    the   only    Ian- 

reclining  posture  ;  the    lamplight  guage  which  oould  make  him  feel 

struck  red  and  green  flashes  from  an  approach  to  pity.      Passionate 

the   rubies   and  emeralds    on   her  appeal  and    heartrending  prayers 

neck.  fell  upon  indifferent  ears:  but  sighs 

"  I  have  not  repented  one  sacri-  could  move  him — when  they  were 

fice  of  all  those  which  I  have  made,  breathed  by  glowing  lips;  and  tears 

You  are  not  going  to  abandon  me,  could    touch    him— » falling    from 

now  that  I  am  free  ?  "  beautiful  eyes. 

"  Stop  this  talk,  in  God's  name!  "  Tryphosa's  beauty  had   lost  al- 

cried  Istv4n,  starting  up  from   his  most  tne  last  vestige  of  power  over 

chair  with  a  fierce  flush  on  his  fore-  him,  for  he  was  surfeited  with  it. 

head.     "  Do  you  want  to  hunt  me  There  was  too  much  of  it,  and  it 

down  ?     Do  you  want  to  drive  me  was  given  too  profusely;  the  qual- 

to  distraction  ?    A  man's  patience  ity  was  too  ricn,  and  the  flavour 

can  be  tried  too  far,  I  tell  you."  too  intense.     Once  he  had  wished 

This  woman's  lamentations  were  for  her  love  ardently;   but  now 

becoming  decidedly  inconvenient,  that  she  had  freed  herself  and  laid 

They  required  to  be  cut  short  at  it  at  his  feet,  he  felt   his  ardour 

any  price.      She    trembled  under  strangely    cooled.       The   coveted 

the  glance  which  he  shot  towards  good  lost  half  its  value  when  thus 

her  ;  and,  womanlike,  she  began  to  pressed  upon  him. 

ando  what  she  had  been  doing.  He    had  thought  that  the  last 

For  more  than  a  minute  she  sat  vestige  of  that  power  was  gone; 

collecting  her  thoughts  ;  then  she  but  he  would  not  have  been  Istvan 

spoke —  Tolnay  if  the  sight  of  that  beauti- 

"  Forgive   me,  Istv4n, — I    have  f ul  pleading  figure  had  not  calmed 

been   wrong;  you  inust   be  right,  his    anger,   though   it  could    not 

I  was  wrong  to  doubt  you."  touch  his  pity.     Her   hands  were 

Did    not   even  this    confidence  clasped  and  raised   towards  him  ; 

touch  him  with   pity,   or  awaken  diamond-drops    glistened    in    her 

some  faint   qualm  of  conscience  ?  beseeching  eyes,   shining  brighter 

No  ;  for  there  is  a  sort  of  cruelty  than  the  nre  of  the  jewels  on  her 

which  springs,  not  from  the  pleas-  neck  and  arms.  She  was  too  beauti- 

ore  of  seeing  others  8uffer,but  only  f  ul  to  be  resisted, — not  too  eloquent 

from  a  sort  of  mental  instability  ;  or  too  loving,  or  too  blindly  de- 
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voted,  but    simply  too  beautif al.  '^  Mademoiselle    Mohr    is    very 

Whether  he  loved  her  or  not,  and  beautiful." 

whether  he  meant  to  marry  her  or  "  As    pretty    as    a  fair-haired 

not,  the  thing  most   natural  and  woman  can  ever  be,"  said  Istv&n 

most  agreeable  at  this  moment  was  unflinchingly,    pressing    his    lips 

to  stoop  and  kiss  her  ;  and  Istv4n  again  to  the  soft  hand  he    held. 

did  it.     There  really  was  no  other  ''  Could  you  suspect  me  of  the  bad 

way  of  quieting  her  suspicions.    It  taste  of  preferring  her  to  you  ? " 

was  not  a  necessity,  of  course — it  The  effrontery  with  which  he  put 

was  a  luxury;  but  Istvan  had  not  the  question  was  admirable  of  itft 

the  heart    to    deny    himself  this  kind. 

luxury.    Make    it  all  the  harder  The  Princess  did  not  answer ; 

for  her  afterwards  ?    Bah  !  Istv4n  she  was  too  much  in  arrears   for 

never  thought  of  afterwards ;  that  that.  *     Her  straight  black  brows 

was  a  word  which  did  not  exist  in  were   drawn    together     in     deep 

his  vocabulary.      "  Apr^  moi,   le  thought. 

deliige^^  he  thought,  quite  gaily,  as  ''  An4  you  will  go  on  no  more 

he  allowed  himself  to  be   drawn  expeditions,   if  you  can  help  it  ; 

down  on  the  seat  beside  her.     His  and  you  will  come   and    see  me 

arm  was  round  her  now,  and  his  often — for  I    must  be   your  wife 

voice  was  pouring  sweet  promises  soon,  Istv&n." 

into  her  ear.     Even  at  this  moment  She  turned  and   looked   straight 

he  could  scarcely  be  described  as  at  him  ;    and  though  those  deep 

hypocritical.  ,  He  was  only  taking  eyes  moved  so   slowly,  the  flosli 

what  he  liked  second  best,  because  which  shot  over  his  face  did  not 

he   could  not  get   what  he   liked  escape  her  sight. 

best;  he  was  only  doing  the  thing  "  We  must  wait,  Tryphosa,"  he 

most  agreeable  to  be  done  at  the  said,  in  his  softest  voice.     "  I  told 

moment.     Was  it  his   fault   that  you  that  we  must  wait." 

he  had  found  something  else  more  "  And  you  say  that  you   prefer 

agreeable  a  little  time  before,  and  me  to  •  her,"  she  continued,  slowly. 

might  find  it  so  again  a  little  time  "  How  long  must  we  wait  ?  " 

after  ?  It  was  Istvan's  conviction  that 

"  And  you  will   stay  with  me,  the  Princess  would  have  to  wait 

Istvan?  "she  murmured — and  what  much  longer  than  she  imagined; 

a  depth   of  tenderness    shone    in  but   he  kept  that    conviction    to 

those  velvety  black  eyes  as  she  said  himself, 

it !  Then  after  a  moment —  "  Oh,  a  little  time  longer  ;  till 

"  You  will  not  go  on  any  more  autumn — till  the  season  i8  over — 

of  those  expeditions  in  the  moun-  till  Gaura  Dracului  is  found,"  he 

tains,  where  I  cannot  go?  "  said,  half  laughing. 

"  Not  if  I  can  help  it,"  said  Ist-  "  Gaura  3racului  f  "  she  re- 
van,  readily.  "I  only  doit  for  peated.  "  I  hate  (?awra  2>racti/ta/ 
the  sake  of  that  poor  old  gentle-  it  is  my  enemy.  It  takes  you  to 
man  who  is  so  anxious  about  dis-  the  hills — it  takes  you  from 
covering  that  place."                           me " 

Princess  Tryphosa  appeared  to  "  Only  to  return  to  your  side,** 
be  ruminating  upon  this  side  of  the  murmured  Istv&n,  heedlesaly. 
question,  but  the  result  of  her  re-  "It  takes  you  from  me,  while  I 
flections  was  to  make  her  repeat  a  must  sit  here  and  wait.  Wait !  ^ 
remark  which  she  had  made  once  she  sighed  wearily — '*  I  have  wait- 
previously —  ed  so  long  I  " 
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And  then  Istv&n  (matched  reck-  What  cares  he  for  the  woman 

lessly at  other ar^umeDts.   To  hear  from   whom   he  has  just  parted? 

his  fluent  reasonings  was  almost  to  Just  as  much  as  for  the  pomegran- 

be  convmoed  that  a  marriage  was  ate-flawer  which  lies  on  the  road, 

athingwhichrequiredseveral  years  to  be  trodden  into  the  dust  by  the 

for  its  completion.  heel  of  the  next  passer-by. 

He  left  her  at  last,  wytL  promises,  And  Tryphoea  sits  where  be  has 

which  oame  so  easily  from  bis  lips,  left  her.     There  is  no  flower  In  the 

echoing  still  in  her  cars.  dead  blackness  of  ber  hair.      On 

Untu    the  door  was  closed,   bo  her  lips  there  still  lingers  the  smile 

was   the   ardent   lover.       He   had  which  his  last  kiss  has  left  there, 

taken    the   red    pomegranate -bios-  She  is  going  over  in  thought  each 

som   from    her   hair,  and  with  an  caress  and  each  totich  of  bis  hand; 

impassioned  action  be  pressed  it  to  it  is  almost  as  if  only  now  she  were 

his  lips  at  parting.  tasting  the  full  delight  of  his  pres- 

Then  witn  his  tight  step  he  ran  ence.     Slowly  the  smile'dies  away, 

down  the  stauroase,  and  went  out  for  her  thoughts  have  reached  an- 

wbiatling  a  gay  tune  as  he  passed  other  and  a  darker  point.     Her 

into  the  night  air,  "breast  rises  and  sinks  in  a  bitterly 

It  is  not  of  this  evening,  it  is  of  weary  sigh. 

the  morrow  that  he  is  thinking  as  Some  people  say   that  Princess 

be  walks  along.      He  must  be  at  Trypbosa  is  stupid  ;  and  yet  Ist- 

the  hotel  to-morrow  to  discuss  the  van  Tolnay's  well-sounding  protes- 

arrangements  for  one  of  those  ex-  tations,  his  burning  glances,  have 

peditions    which,    apparently,    he  only  half -convinced  her.    Not  all 

cannot   help   joining  —  no   doubt  his  smiles  have  smoothed  the  line 

on  account  of  the   invalid  gentle-  of  care  from  her  forehead ;  not  even 

jnan  whose  views  ho  is  so  anxious  his  kiss   has  lifted  the  weight  of 

to  further.  sadness  from  her  heart. 

CHAPTER   XKVII. — THE   OATII   OF    HERCULES. 

"  mtber  bend  rim.  tnni  7011  bltber, 
Et«i  that  blut  ud  irlnica  U»t  wIchpT. 
Ccou  chtwuidartDiCbiliili 


Ccou  chtwuidartDiCbiliiliui's  hit, 
L«ad  him,  era  Uujtfunjwa  of  dAj, 
Hanr  B  mll«  of  middciiinE  error 


The  spirits  with  whom  rustic  bottomless  chasm  which  split  the 
superstition  peopled  Gavra  Dra-  ground  in  a  black  and  terrible 
ciihd  must  have  laughed  their  gulf,  and  yawned  in  its  secret 
fiendish  laugh  often  and  often  in  spot,  like  an  open  grave — waiting 
these  days,  while  a  bootless  search  and  always  waiting.  In  the  early 
waM  leading  the  explorers'  steps  up  morning  when  the  ivy  hung  wet 
billn  and  down  dales,  and  over  with  dew,  and  at  sunset  when  the 
rocks  and  into  glooroy  forests, —  blood-red  light  touched  it  with 
sometimes  miles  out  of  the  right  slanting  rays,  and  at  golden  mid- 
direction,  sometimes  across  the  very  day  and  at  black  midnight,  that 
track  which  would  have  led  them  grave  in  the  forest  yawned  and 
to  the  spot,  once  even  within  a  .  waited,  like  a  monster  that  han- 
few  hundred  paces  of  their  goal ;  gers  for  prey.  Bnt  what  prey 
but  never  up  to  the  brink  of  that  ooald  this  monster  crave  ? 
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Perhaps  the  fiendish  spirits  have  yet,  she    told    herself    at    times, 

laughed,  as  those  blind  people,  who  if    Gaura  Dracului  were   found. 

had   eyes   and   who    yet  did   not  Something  to  tear  him  from  thia 

see,   walked    through   the    forest,  ever-growing  despondency  might 

searching  for  the  three  crosses  cut  yet  arrest  the  harm.     So,  at  least, 

in  the  bark.     Those  crosses  were  argued  the  sanguine  trustfulness 

indeed   cut   in    the  bark — it   was  of  youth.     But  even  the  feverish 

no   sick  man's   fancy  ;   and  those  interest    which    bound    her    own 

blind   people   had    been    close  to  thoughts  to  the  spot  could  wake 

them,  and  had  failed  to  recognise  no    response  in   bis.      When   she 

the  marks.     If  fiendish  spirits  have  spoke   of  his  old   manuscript,  he 

got  fancies  to  be  tickled,  they  cer-  merely    sighed  ;     and    when    she 

tainly  must  have  laughed  often  and  dwelt  on  her  hopes  of  finding  the 

gleefully  at  the  idea  of  a  person  tak-  brigand's  treasure,  and  proved  to 

mg  so  much  trouble  in  order  to  find  him    by   logical    deductions    that 

his  own  grave.     Knight  or  lady,  these    hopes   were    grounded,  he 

youth  or  maiden,  the  spirits  recked  smiled  with  a  sort  of  melancholy 

not  which  it  was,  as  long  as  they  cynicism, 
got  their  rightful  prey.  "  Is  it  not  a  pity  to  have  all  the 

Those  few  who  knew  the  spot  ear-rings  melted  down  ?  **  he  sug- 

declared     that    it    was     haunted,  gested   one  day.     ''Had  yon  not. 

When  the  wind  blew  in  the  beech-  better  keep  a  pair  for  your  own 

trees,  howls,  as  of  damned  souls,  ude,  unless  the  shape  is  too  far  out 

mingled  with  the  blast  ;  the  spirits  of    date  ?      And  nave  you   quite 

danced  round  it  at  midnight,  and  settled   on   the  bank   where  your 

white-robed  ghosts   were   said   to  fortune  is  to  be  lodged  ?    You  will 

flit  from  the  depth,  and  sink  down  not  take  less  than  six  per  cent, 

again,  moaning,  ai  the  first  streak  I  suppose  ?  "    He  laughed  rather 

of  dawn.  bitterly.     "  What  an  impostor  you 

But  the  few  who  knew  the  spot  are,  child — with  your  great  clear 
were  very  few  indeed  ;  and  they  eyes,  your  rosebud  mouth,  your 
were  no  more  than  half-savage  sunbeam  hair,  and  your  logical  de- 
peasants,  ignorant  goat-herds,  or  ductions  !  If  there  could  be  such 
witless  stick-gatherers.  Adalbert  a  thing  as  a  strong-minded  daisy,  or 
Mohr,  whose  interest  in  the  search  a  matter-of-fact  blue-bell,  I  think 
had  at  first  been  almost  as  keen  as  you  might  be  compared  to  that, 
his  daughter's,  had  long  since  given  Gretchen."  • 
up  all  hope  of  success.  Day  by  Gretchen  made  no  answer  ;  per- 
day,  and  week  by  week,  his  strengtn  haps  because  she  felt  conscious 
was  declining,  his  cheek  was  paling;  that  her  interest  in  Gaura  Draeuhri 
and  with  the  ebb  of  vital  powers  was  not  quite  as  strong-minded,  nor 
came  also  the  ebb  in  his  feeling  quite  as  matter-of-fact,  as  she  would 
towards  that  which  had  once  been  fain  have  had  her  father  suppose. 
the  passion  of  his  life.  Three  Be  the  interest  what  it  might, 
months  ago  he  had  thought  himself  it  had  suffered  no  decrease.  In 
as  near  to  convalescence  as  to  the  face  of  all  hope,  she  continued  per- 
discovery  of  Gaura  I^racului;  now  severingly  to  scour  the  mountains, 
he  told  himself  that  he  was  as  far  and  to  devise  what  she  called 
from  the  one  as  from  the  other.  "  traps,"  in  which  she  expected  to 

It  was  in  vain  that  his  daughter  catch  the  Bohemian's  secret,  bat 

attempted  to  rouse    the    interest  which  as  yet  had  proved  as  many 

slowly  sinking.    It  might  save  him  signal  failures.     The  man's  inno- 
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oenc«  was  proof    against  all   her  "  They    certainly    alt    befanved 

wiles.     He  would  shake  hin  head  very  foolisli)y,"Baid  Gretchen,leati- 

with  respectful  obstinacy  ;  he  re-  ing  over  the  edge  of  the  fountain, 

gretted  his   inability  to  fulfill  her  and  looking  at  her  reflection  in  the 

wishes  ;  he  would  do  anything  else  water  :  "  everybody  was  always  ho 

topIeasetbeFr^ulein,  but  the  mere  illogical   in    those    times.      What 

mention  of  Gaura  Draculvi  was  a  comfort  it  is  that   people  have^ 

enough  to  throw  a  spell  of  silence  become  more    sensible    and    quiet 

over  him.     Even  the  slightest  ref-  now  .'" 

erence  to  his  vow  he  shunne<f  with  "  Sensible  and  quiet!"  said  BaroD 

nervous  dread,  and  all  Greichen's  Tolnay,    with    a    peculiar   laiigb. 

entreaties  had  not  yet  succeeded  "Do  you  think  so?     Why,  men 

ineliciting  the  history  of  that  mys-  are  just  the  same  in   this  age  of 

teriouB  oath.  reason  as  they  were  in  the  age  of 

"  I  am  sure  it  is  something  in-  romance." 

tesestine,"  she  said  onoe,   with  a  "  The  age  of  folly.you  should  call 

sigh  of  baffled  curiosity.  it.     I  am   so  glad  it  is  past ;  that 

"  It  is  something  terrible,"  an-  age  would  never  have  suited  me." 

swered  the  Bohemian,  shuddering.  "  And  I  am  sorry,  for  it  would 

It  was  in  the  old  street  of  the  have  suited  me  exactly." 

f'lace,  and    beside    the    old   stone  "What  part  of    it?"  she  said, 

ountain,   that    Gretchen  had  on  laughing ;  "  the  costumes  and  the 

this  occasion    accosted  the    Bohe-  feastings,      perhaps, — but      surely 

mian.     She  was  on  her  way  hoine  not   the  murder     and   the   blood- 

with    Kurt,  and    her    hands  were  shed  ? " 

full  of  autumn  crocuses  which  she  "  Yes,  even  the  murder  and  the 

bad    gathered  in  her  walk.      Mr  bloodshed.     I  could  do  what  they 

Howard  with  his  fishing-rod,  ^nd  did,  if  I  had  motive  enough." 

Baron    Tolnay  with  his  dog,  had  "  And  what  do  you   call  motive 

joined  the  group  ;  for  the  Hi-n-nlcs  enough  ?  "  slic  nhkid,  iiliscntly. 

fountain    was  a   convenient    spot  Tolnay  was    leaning  beside   her 

of  meeting  :  every  one  had  to  pass  now  :  she  saw  the  reflection  of  his 

that  way,  and  no  one  could  pass  ,  face  alongside  of  her  own  in  the 

unobserved.  water,  and  even  in  this  imperfect 

Through  the  first  shade  of  dusk  mirror  she  conid  not  fail  to  note 

the  stone  Hercules    loomed  black  the  eagerness  with  which  his  eyes 

andgiganticabovethem;the waters  were  seeking  hers.      The  look  on 

splafihed  softly  at  his  feet.  his    face    answered   her  :    "Love 

"  Really,"    said     Mr     Howard,  would   be    my  motive — love    for 

"this  will  never  do  ;  this  fellow's  you!" 

superstition    will  be    infecting   us  Tolnay    was  not  accustomed  to- 

presently.     We    are    all,  as    it  is,  set  a  guard  upon  his  eyes,  nor  were 

mentally  deranged  on  the  subject  his    glances    generally    barred   by 

of  this  preposterous  place,     I,  for  timidity  ;   but  even  he  had  never 

one,  am   anticipating  my  dotage,  before  dared  to  show  his  admira- 

Wliat  do  you  think  I  caught  my-  tion  so  absolutely  unveiled.     Now, 

self  humming  this  morning  in  ray  under  coverof  the  presiding  deity, 

bath?     Why,  the  air  of  that  ridic-  he   let    fall    for    a    moment    the 

ulous  song  about  the    Roman  fel-  transparent  mask  of   conventional 

low  who  shoved  a  lady  down  the  restraint,     Whose   business,-  after 

hole  in  the  dark — aveiy  ungentle-  all,  was  it  to  note    the    expression 

manlike  thing  to  do,  by  the  way."  which  he  wore  at  the  foot  of  the 
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Hercules    statue  ?    or    to  analyse  asked  Mr  Howard,  with  a  sort  of 

the  nature  of  the  gaze   which  he  unwilling  curiosity, 

sent  to  the  depth  of  the   Hercules  "  They  say  that  the  evil  spirits 

fountain  ?  who  live  in  the  abyss  hunger  after 

Gretchen  had  often  before  this  human  lives.     Ever  since  that  in- 

dimly   guessed  that  her  conquest  nocent   woman    found  her  death 

of  Tx)lnay  was  complete ;  she  had  there,  the  god  of  the  valley    has 

never  been  sure  of  it  until   now.  granted  them   a  victim,  once    in 

It   was   the   first  time   in   all  her  every  hundred  years.     Some  other 

experience  of  him   that  she  had  woman  or  man  must  be  sacrificed 

Been  that  earnest  look   on  his  face  to  Gaura  Dracului  in  every  cen- 

and   that  unwonted   depth  in  his  tury.     There  is  no  escape  for  those 

«yes.     Her  heart    beat  tumultu-  who   are   marked  ;    Hercules  has 

ously  ;  was  it   with  triumph  ?  or  sworn  it  on  his  club  !  " 

was  it  with  fear  ?  The  Bohemian's  voice  had  sunk 

''Shall  I  answer  your  question  ?"  to  an   almost  inaudible    whbper. 

«aid  Istvan  softly,  beside  her ;  but  He   raised  his  blue  eyes  in    shy 

she  shook  her    head,  and  all  at  terror  to  the  stone  figure  above, 

once    opening    her    finders,    she  as  though  diffident  of  speaking  of 

dropped    the    crocuses    into    the  the  valley-god    in  his    '* sacred'' 

water,  where  they  danced  gaily  on  presence. 

the  surface,  drawing  a  floating  veil  It  is    an    established  fact  that 

over  the  two  faces  below.  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  ghost- 

''  Murder  and  bloodshed  ?  "  said  story  sounds  more  real  in  the  dusk 

Mr    Howard,  breaking    into    the  than  in  the  dark.    There  was  not 

conversation,  which  had  sunk  into  one  of  the  four  listeners  present 

whispers  by  this  time.     ''  Who  is  who  could  have  pleaded  free  from 

standing  up  for  murder  and  blood-  a  certain  thrill  of  fluttering  per- 

shed?    1  maintain  that  that   Ro-  turbation. 

man  fellow  behaved  disgracefully  The  mountain-side  had  grown 

to  Mrs — whatever  her  name  was."  gloomy  by  this  time  ;  the  street 

"  Why,  Mr  Howard,"  said  Gret-  was  deserted  ;  the  Hercules  foun- 
chen,  turning  her  back  to  the  tain  alone  filled  the  silence  with 
statue — for  the  waters  of  Hercules  its  gentle  splash.  Mr  Howard  was 
had  shown  her  more  this  evening  the  first  to  speak, 
than  she  cared  to  see — "  it  was  "  Come  ! "  he  cried,  giving  him- 
only  yesterday  you  told  me  that  self  a  shake,  as  though  to  get  rid 
you  did  not  believe  a  word  of  the  of  some  intangible  shadow  of  super- 
legend  from  beginning  to  end  !  "  stition — "  come,  this  is  really  irre- 

"  Of  course  I  don%"  said  Mr  sistible  !     Here  is  a  fellow  who  is 

Howard.      "  If  you    got  to    the  not  superstitious,  but  who  tells  as, 

bottom  of  the  matter,  you  would  with  a  face    as  lone    as  a  yard* 

probably  find    that    some    tipsy  measure    and  as  white    as  paper, 

woodcutter  broke  his  neck  over  a  that  somebody  must  fall  down  a 

pitfall  in  the  dark  ;  and  because  black  hole  every  hundred  years, 

the  branches  creak  round  the  spot,  whether  he  will  it  or  no." 

the  people  say  that  it  is  haunted."  .  "  I  have  only  repeated  what  is 

''They  say  more    than    that,"  the  belief  amone  the  Roumanians," 

yenturea  the   Bohemian,  who  till  said  the  Bohemian,  somewhat  loft* 

now  had   stood  by   in   respectful  ily.     "  I  did  not  say  that  I  believed 

silence.  it." 

"More  nonsense,  you  mean?"  "But  you  looked  most  remark- 
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ably  as  if  'you  did  a  minute  ago.  party.  The  Bohemian,  when  called 
You  have  not  been  eyewitness  to  upon,  produced  a  rusty  gun,  which 
one  of  these  century-immolations,  had  once  been  the  property  of  his 
have  you  ?  "  grandfather.  He  confessed  to  being 

"  No,"  stammered  the  man,  turn-  rather  surprised  at  the  anxiety 
ing  pale  as  ashes.  "  I — I — have —  which^they  displayed  for  their  lives : 
not — seen  it."  he  did  not  see  why  people  with  clear 

"  You  have  heard  it  then,  or  consciences  should  require  the  pro- 
dreamt  it,"  said  Mr  Howard,  plant-  tection  of  firearms  ;  but  he  had  no 
ing  himself  straight  before  the  objection  to  humouring  them  by 
Bohemian.  '*  Come,  let  us  go  on  taking  the  gun.  As  to  whether 
to  the  end,  since  we  are  at  it."  it  would  go  off  at  the  right  mo- 

But  the  Bohemian  had  no  idea  ment,  he  expressed  himself  hopeful, 
of  going  on  to  the  end.  For  one  though  by  no  means  sanguine.  The 
moment  he  gazed  at  his  questioner  question  still  remained  unsolved, 
in  helpless  misery,  then  threw  a  for  neither  robber  nor  bear  had 
wild  glance  around  him,  and,  turn-  put  himself  within  range  of  the 
ing  suddenly,  fairly  took  to  his  Bohemian's  gun.  And  yet  there 
heels  up  the  street,  leaving  the  were  not  wanting  evidences  of  at 
party  to  stare  at  each  other's  least  the  bear's  existence.  Passing 
faced,  and  invent  whatever  solu-  one  day  through  a  narrow  ravine, 
tions  thev  could  find  to  the  riddle  they  had  been  startled  by  a  shower 
of  his  behaviour.  of  stones  rattling  down  from  the 

These  sort  of  scenes  were  not  heieht.  '^  That  is  a  bear  above  us," 
calculated  to  cool  cqriosity  ;  and  saia  the  Bohemian,  serenely.  A 
despite  the  failures,  Gretchen's  little  later  they  had  come  upon 
courage  remained  unabated.  Did  the  bleached  skeleton  of  a  horse, 
not  the  failures  themselves  bring  picked  to  the  very  bone.  '^  It  was 
pleasures  in  their  train  ?  And  eaten  by  a  bear  last  winter,"  ez- 
though  they  never  came  to  Qaura  plained  their  guide,  in  the  most 
Draculuiy  did  they  not  come  to  matter-of-fact  way. 
many  spots  beautiful  in  their  wild  No  member  of  the  party  enjoyed 
solitude,  untrodden  perhaps  for  the  air,  the  liberty,  the  exhilara- 
denturies,  or  perchance  known  only  tion  of  these  mountain -excursions 
to  the  fleet  chamois  or  the  soaring  as  keenly  as  Dr  Komers.  By  con- 
eaffle  ?  trast  to  his  town-life,  his   murky 

Nor  was  the  excitement  of  dan-  office,  and  his  desk. drudgery,  the 
ger  awanting  to  make  the  enjoy-  mountains  were  to  him  another 
ment  complete,  for  there  were  both  world.  He  felt  as  though  he  were 
the  bears  and  the  robbers  to  be  laying  in  a  stock  of  sunshine  an^ 
afraid  of.  To  be  sure,  the  bears  hill-breezes,  enough  to  last  him  for 
were  said  to  be  very  shy  in  sum-  a  lifetime.  It  was  delightful  to 
mer,  and  it  had  not  yet  been  feel  the  physical  strength  which 
proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  rob-  had  so  long  lain  dormant — to  enjoy 
bers  existed.  But  each  of  these  the  powers  which  he  scarcely  knew, 
causes  was  enough  to  awaken  some  The  works  of  the  great  machinery 
momentary  flutters,  and  a  gentle  were  coming  into  action  at  last, 
undercurrent  of  trepidation,  not  Ascelinde  could  not  imagine 
wholly  unpleasant ;  and  both  the  what  kept  Dr  Komers  in  the  Her- 
facts  together  moved  Herr  Mohr  cules  valley  ;  and  though,  since 
to  insist  that  firearms  should  be  the  collapse  of  Drask6cs,  she  never 
taken  for  the  protection  of   the    could  be  the  same  woman  again. 
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and  had  not  spirit  enough  remain-  his  outline  remained    undefined  ; 

ing  to  be  actively  unfriendly,  still  and  perhaps  it  was  because  Istv&n 

she  thought  it   unfeeling  of    Dr  Tolnay's  personality  was  so  very 

Komers  to  keep  painful  recollec-  clearly  defined,  botn  mentally  and 

tions  alive  by  his  presence.     Since  physically,  that   Vincenz  disliked 

there  was  no  more  family  cause,  him  so  much.     He  not  only  dis- 

there  could  be  no  more  need  for  a  liked,  he  also  mistrusted  him.    This 

family  lawyer.                     •  in  itself  was  an  excellent   reason 

Dr     Komers    himself    did    not  for  not  leaving  the  Hercules  val- 

quite  know  why  he  was  staying  ley.     It  was  his    misfortune  that 

here  so  long,  although  he  gave  him-  *  he  had  so  many  excellent  reasons, 

self  a  great  many  reasons  for  doing  and  not  one  that  could  stand  on 

so.     What  good  could  come  from  its  own  legs.     Each  leant  a  little 

following   Gretchen    about,    since  against  the  other  for  support,  and 

he  had  sworn  to  himself  that  he  they  ended  by  all  knocking  each 

would  woo  her  no  more,  and  since  other  down. 

he  meant  to  hold  to  what  he  had  It  was  on  a  clear  August  day 

sworn  ?    He  was  strong  enough  to  that  Vincenz  a^ain  had  taken  his 

keep  his  oath,  but  not  quite  strong  post    of  guardian   and  protector, 

enough  to   put  the    matter  aside  The  party  had  followed  the  coarse 

once  for  all,  as  irrevocably  fixed,  of  the  Djemis  until  they  had  come 

In   fact,  during  these  days  poor  to   a  ruined  watch-house,    which 

Vincenz  began  to  suspect  that  he  marked  the  borders  of  Roumania 

was  not  an  iron  character.  on  this  side. 

The  sight  of  Tolnay  by  Gretchen's  The    season     had     reached    its 

side  was  a  continual  irritant,  and  climax,  and  had  passed  it.    Though 

it  did  much  to  darken  the  sunshine  the  change  was  scarcely  noticeable^ 

and     poison    the    breeze.      Since  yet  the  short-lived  summer  glory  of 

Gretchen  could  not  belong  to  him,  the  Hercules  Baths  was  slowly  de- 

of  course  she  must  belong  to  some  dining.     Autumn,  with  its  tints, 

other  man.     But,  he  told  himself,  was  stealing  over  the  world,  '^  with 

that  other  man  ought  not  to  be  his  gold  hand  gilding  the  falling 

Istv4n  Tolnay.     It  should  be  an  leaf."    The  mornings  were  keen 

individual  of  peculiar  excellence,  and    the  evenings  fresh  already, 

and  of  a  character  more  elevated  The  green  brambles  in  the  hedges 

than  the  character  of  any  person  were  turning  black  ;  and  alon^  the 

he  had  ever  yet  met.     If  such  a  path  beside  the  Djemis,   and  on 

man  were  to  be  found,  Vincenz  felt  the   rocks  by   the  mountain-foot, 

confident  that  he  could  with  calm-  and  over  the  ruin  of  the  old  watoh- 

ness,  almost  with  resignation,  and  tower  by  the  border,  the  wild  ffrapes 

perhaps  a  fatherly  blessing  on  his  hung  in  bunches,  slowly  ripening  in 

Ups,  join  their  two  hands  together,  the  sun. 

He  felt  quite  amicably  disposed  Gretchen,  with  Tolnay  by  her 
towards  this  vague  man  of  the  side,  had  been  gathering  the  tiny 
future  ;  but,  strangely  enough,  fruit,  and  now  made  a  step  towards 
whenever  the  vague  man  threat-  a  luxuriant  cluster  which  hung 
ened  to  become  distinct,  the  ami-  from  the  branch  of  a  neighbour- 
cable  feeling  turned  into  vehement  ing  tree. 

dislike.     He  pasded  all  Gretchen's  '<  Stop,  Fr&ulein! "  said  the  Bohe- 

acquaintances  in  review,  and  re-  mian,  running  to  her  side — ''  stop, 

jected  them  all  in  turn.    The  future  for  heaven's  sake  !    You  dare  not 

man  was  only  bearable  as  long  as  go  a  step  farther  than  this  ! " 
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Gretchen    stood     still    in    alarm,  panied  the  words  rested  not  only 

and  looked  around  to  see  what  was  on  the  Bohemian,  but  on  Komers 

the  danger  threatening;  but  there  as  well. 

was  nothing  visible  except  a  heap  **  I  don't  like  caviare,"  said  Gret- 

of  dead  branches  across  the  path,  chen, — **  unwholesome,  oily  stuff  ; 

**  And  these  withered  leaves  are  but  I  should  like  to  take  just  one 

to  bar  my  passage  ?  "    she  asked,  step  into  Roumania,  and  to  gather 

touching  them  contemptuously  with  one  bunch  of  Roumanian  grapes." 

her  foot.  **  Come,  then,  let  us  defy  the  laws 

"  Though  they  be  but  leaves,  of  the  country  ! "  said  Tolnay,  with 
they  mark  the  frontier,  Fraulein  ;  his  irresistible  smile,  and  offering 
and  were  we  to  be  found  only  a  his  arm  to  help  her  over  the  mo- 
dozen  steps  beyond  the  frontier,  mentous  heap  of  branches, — "let 
we  should  be  instantly  arrested  us  taste  of  the  forbidden  fruit 
and  taken  off  to  the  nearest  together." 
town."  And  partly  out  of  contempt  for 

"  But  what  for,  in  the  name  of  such   illogical   restrictions,   partly 

all  that  is  illogical  ? "  out    of    that    spirit    of    coquetry 

^'I^cannot  say  that  I  know  what  which  in  her  seemed  always  to  be 

for,  Fraulein  ;  perhaps  they  do  not  called    forth    by   Istvan   Tolnay's 

know    it    themselves.     They    are  presence,    Gretchen   accepted   his 

always  suspicious,  those  Rouman-  arm,  and  together  they  passed  the 

ians,  and    think    it   more   natural  line  of  demarcation  ;   while,  with 

that  you  should   be    doing   harm  gloomy    frowning  brow,  Vinoenz 

than  not."                  *  watched  them  disappear   round  a 

"  The  Roumanian   grapes    look  comer, 

twice  as  good    as  the  Hungarian  All   the    evil    that  was    in  her 

ones,"    said    Gretchen,  casting    a  nature  seemed    ever  readv  to  be 

longing  elance  at  the  purple  ber-  roused  at  Tolnay's  will.   To  watch 

ries  which  hung  so  temptingly  just  her  with  that  man  at  her  side  was 

out   of    her    reach.      ''  Forbidden  almost  to  believe  her  the  cold  and 

fruit  are  always  the  sweetest,  you  heartless  coquette,  the  mercenary 

know."  fortune  -  hunter,  which  Anna  de- 

"  I  have  never  beard  that,  Frau-  dared  her  to  be.   "  And  that  day," 

lein  ;  and,  begging  your  pardon,  I  thought  Vincenz — "  that  day  when 

do  not  think  it  can  be  true  :  we  can  we  spoke  together  in  the  gorge,  I 

never  enjoy  anything  if  our  con-  found  it  so  easy  to  believe  that  she 

science  be  not  clear."  was  a  true  woman,  with   a  heart 

"  Well,   I   could    make   a  very  that  could  love,  even  if  it  cannot 

comfbrtable  meal  upon  forbidden  love  me.     Ah,  what  a  pity  is  the 

fruit,  I  think,"  said  Tolnay ;  "  much  change  ! " 

more    enjoyable   than  any   legiti-  "Ah,      what     a     pity     is     the 

mately  obtained  pine-apples  or  nee-  change!  "^Gretchen's  own  thoughts 

tarines — at  least  to  my  thinking  ;  were  saying  at  that  very  moment, 

but  it  is  all  a  matter  of  taste."  "  That  day  in  the   TOrge   he  was 

"  An  acquired  taste,  perhaps  ?  "  like  Hercules  come  down  from  his 
put  in  Gretchen,  looking  at  him  pedestal  to  save  me;  down  here  to- 
over  her  shoulder.  day  he  is  tiresome  and  awkward. 

"Exactly — caviare  to  such  simple  What  a  pity  is  the  change  !  " 

souls  hampered  by  a  tender  con-  This  thought  was  underlying  all 

science  ;  "  and  the  ironically  com-  her  most  flippant  speeches,  all  her 

passionate   glance    which    accom-  most  seductive   smiles ;    and  per- 
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haps,  too,  this  thought  made  her  think  it  matters  much  what  they 

find  out  that  forhidden  fruits  are  are  ;  the  mor^  of  them  you  have, 

only    sweet    in    anticipation,  and  the  better.     At  home,  in  Bohemia, 

that  even  Roumanian  grapes  can  we  need  no  such  precautions  ;  but 

be  sour.     But  nothing  of  this  ap-    in  this  strange  land " 

peared  on   the  surface,   and    she  ''He  means  a  passport,"  put  in 

came  back  laughing  and  talking  Tolnay. 

as  lightly  as  before.  "  I  always  looked  upon  passports 

''  Well,  we  have  not  been  arrest-  as  an   exploded  superstition,''  re- 
ed, you  see,"  she  said  addressing  tnarked  Kurt, 
the  others.  "  So  they  should  be,"  went  on 

"  And  by  what  shadow  of  right  Mr  Howara  ;   *'  but  people  in  this 

should  you  have  been  arrested?"  country  cling   to  superstitions,  it 

said  Mr  Howard.      ''There   must  seems.      If    you    want    to  travel 

be  justice  even  in  Roumania."  slowly,  travel  with  a  passport  by 

The  Bohemian's  expression  seem-  all  means.     It  is  the  best  recipe  I 

ed  to  say  that  justice  was  much  too  know  for  being  detained  at  every 

good  a  thing  to  be  found  in  such  a  turn  and  regarded  as  a  sospioioas 

country.  individual.      A    passport    is    the 

"  By  what  right,  I  do  not  know;  most  suspicious- looking  article  pos- 

but  that  they  do  it,  I  know.     It  is  sible  nowadays.     Last  year  I  was 

sometimes  much  easier  to  walk  over  travelling.  I  was  told  I  must  have 

the  Roumanian    frontier   than  to  a  passport ;  naturally  I  deolioed. 

walk  back  again.     Some  years  ago  Wnat  was  the  result  ?     At    the 

there  was  a  gentleman  here  who  had  French  frontier  I  was  asked  for  it^ 

passed  the  borders  ivithout  know-  and  distinctly  informed  my  ques- 

mgit.  He  was  seized  and  locked  up  tioner  that  I  had  none.    A  terrify, 

as  a  political  spy  ;   and  afterwards  ing  Frenchman,  with  a  black  beard 

they  forgot  all  about  letting  him  and  rolling  eyes,  glared  at  me  fero- 

out  again,  and  if  his  relations  had  ciously  for  a  minute,  then  roared 

not  found  him  out  at  the  end  of  in  a  voice  of  thunder,  '  Comment^ 

a  month,  he  might  be  there  still."  monsieur^  pcu  depasseportl  Alars 

"  A  nice  state  of  affairs,"  cried  passez,  monsieur  I '  and  I  passed, 

Mr   Howard,    with   rising   wrath,  very  comfortably  indeed." 

"  I  should   just  like  to  see  them  "  But  it  seems  that  our  friends 

try  to  lock  up  a  free  British  sub-  over    there    would    say,    *  HeUez 

ject !  "     And  at  the  bare  idea  Mr  mofisieury^  laughed  Kurt. 

Howard  grew  scalrlet.  "  I    have  got  a    passport,"    re- 

"  They  are  an  ignorant  people,"  marked     Dr    Komers,     who    till 

said   the   Bohemian,    with   a  sort  now  had  been  following  his  own 

of  contemptuous  apology  for  Rou-  thoughts,  but  who  had  caught  the 

mania  in  general.     "  But  they  will  words  under  discussion, 

not  lock  you  up  if  you  show  them  "  Really  !  "  responded  Tolnay,  in 

your  papers."  that  tone  of  half  mockery  which  he 

"  What  sort    of    papers  ?  "    de-  always  used  in  addressing  the  law- 

manded  the  irate  Fnglishman,  who  yer.     "  How  do  you  come  by  the 

felt   inclined  to  plunge  into  Rou-  obsolete  article  ?    Do  you.  keep  it 

mania,  all    paperless    as    he  was,  as  n  •ouvenir  of  extinct  ouBtoms?" 

merely    because    he    was  warned  "No,   it  is  quite  new — it   was 

against  so  doing.  drawn  out  a  few  weeks  ago  ; "  and 

"  Well,  just    papers,"   said  the  Vincenz  took  out  his  pocket-book 

Bohemian,    serenely.     "  I   do  not  and  began  to  unfold  it. 
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"Ah, what  adtairable  prudence!  "Does  not  euoh    a  magnificent 

Kone  of  ub  have  had  eiich  care   of  document  deserve  a  more  vortfay 

on  rpersons. "  resting-place?" 

ViDcenz  oontJDned  to  unfold  his  "  I  prize  thifl  poclcet-book  abov 

rket-book,  perfectly  unijertiirbed  everything  else  in  the  world,"  aaid 

Baron    Tolnay's     pin-pricks.  Vinccnz,  with  sudden  fire.     "It  ia 

lliese     pin-pricks    were     Istvin's  dearer  to  me  than  the   moat  sacred 

greatest    pleasure.     Ho    delighted  relic."  He  spoke  only  on  athought- 

ID     diBplaying    his      youthf ulneas  less  impulse,  but  Tolnay  had  caught 

ander  the  eyes  of  the  elder  man,  the  tone. 

who  would  fain  be  his  rival.  That  Quick  as  lightning  his  glance 
the  lawyer  conid  ever  wucceed  in  shot  towards  Gretchen.  A  faint 
being  his  rival,  was  »ii  idea  far  fiuah  was  on  her  cheek  :  she  knew 
too  preposterous  to  have  occurred  well  enough  that  this  old  pocket- 
to  Istvan's  mind.  hook  was   the  same  that  she    had 

"I  got   the   passport  to  satisfy  once      stitched    together    for    Dr. 

my   sister,"  said  Vincenz    calmly,  Komere. 

while  be  smoothed  out  the  rustling  Of    this     Istvan    Tolnay   knew 

dooament.      "She    believud    that  nothing.     And  yet  it  was  at  this 

without  it  I  was  exposing  myself  moment,  while  he  stood  beside  the 

to  innamerable  danger^."  ruined     watch-tower,   and    looked 

Tolnay  threw   a  glance  of  dis-  from  one  face  to  the   other,  that 

paragement  at  the  battered  leather  there  was    sown  in     Istvan's  soul 

pooket-book  from  which  the  pass-  the  first  frail  seed  of  a  plant  which 

port  had  issued.  was  to  bear  bitter  fruit. 
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THE   HERO    OF   LEPANTO   AND    HIS   TIMES. 

NoTwiTusTANDiNO  the  marked  feeding  fall  of  the  stories  of  heroic 
leaning  of  the  literary  world  to-  achievements  and  of  events  big 
wards  biographies  during  the  pre-  with  the  future  of  nations  ana 
sent  century,  our  English  writers  races,  can  rise  from  his  study 
had  let  1900  come  wellnigh  upon  without  a  yearning  to  know  the 
them  without  their  presenting  us  personal  story  of  one  whose  ap- 
with  a  life  of  the  hero  of  Lepanto.  pearances  in  the  great  tableaux  of 
Now  that  the  void  has  been  ably  the  past  have  created  such  thrill- 
filled,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  after  ing  emotion  ?  One  of  our  fore-' 
the  event  what  a  fruitful  field  it  most  poets  names  in  the  same  line. 

was  which  was  left  for  so  long  un-  u  Actium,  Lepanto,  fatal  Trafalgar! '» 
worked.     For  it  is  not  only  as  a 

conqueror  and  a  prominent  histori-  If  these  seafights  deserve  to  be 
cal  figure  that  Don  John  of  Aus-  ranked  together,  one  of  them  cer- 
tria  interests  us.  His  career  was  tainly  may  complain  of  some  dis- 
mn  when  the  ten  centuries  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  posterity, 
darkness  had  just  closed  ;  and  the  We  have  abundant  knowledge  of 
actions  and  circumstances  of  it —  them  who  led  at  Actium.  ^  Of  the 
apart  from  wars,  politics,  and  re-  hero  of  TrafalMr  English  pens 
ligions — are  admirably  illustrative  have  not  failed  to  renter  the 
of  the  moral  and  social  condition  minutest  particulars,  which  Eng- 
of  that  attractive  period.  The  lish  minds  still  receive  with  almost 
curtain  was  already  falling  on  the  the  devotion  due  t6  sacred  writ- 
eld  of  fable,  tradition,  and  twilight  ings  ;  but  somehow  English  curi- 
chronicle  when  he  came  upon  the  osity  concerning  the  lite  of  him 
scene ;  and  attending  his  lew  but  who  led  the  Christian  fleets  at 
eventful  days  appeared  the  day-  Lepanto,  and  broke  the  p^ower  of 
spring  of  history,  the  dawn  of  the  the  dreaded  Turk  has,  \jntil  lately^ 
arts,  the  renaissance  of  poetry  with  been  patient.  Looking  into  Maun- 
its  civilising  influence.  At  the  der's  'Universal  Biography,*  we 
same  time  there  lay  upon  Europe  find  under  the  word  Austrea  the 
enough  of  middle-age  shadow  to  following  notice:  " D.  Juan,  a 
prolong  the  waningempires  of  those  Spanish  admiral,  bom  in  1545; 
cherished  unrealities  which  are  the  remembered  as  the  conqueror  of 
province  of  romance,  and  which  the  Turks  at  TiCpanto."  A  scant 
lend  such  delicious  enchantment  account  this  of  a  man  who  took 
to  days  of  old.  A  figure  better  a  prominent  part  in  the  most  im- 
worth  exhibiting  faithfully  and  portant  European  affairs  of  hia 
particularly  is  not  to  be  lighted  generation ;  whose  praise  waa 
on  at  every  epoch.  hymned  by  poets  and  told  oat 
There  were,  no  doubt,  sufficient  by  orators  and  authors  far  and 
reasons  why  the  writing  of  the  life  near  ;  who  was  without  co-rival 

of  this    illustrious  personage  by  a  .  ^he  glass  of  fashion,  and  the  mould 

Bntish  author  was  postponed  ;  and  of  form 

one  of  these  probably  was,  that  the  The  observed'  of  all  observen ; " 

great  historical  events  of  which  he 

was  a  great  part  have  been  amply  to    whom    the    Yioar   of    Chriat 

recounted  to   us.     But  who,  after  thought    it    proper  to    apply  the 
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wordfe,   "There  was  a  man   sent  the  account' of  these  we  shall  by 

from  God  whose  name  was  John."  no    means    shut    from    view    the 

We  may  say  then,  without  fear  '*  passages,"   as    our   author    calls 

of  contradiction,  that  Sir  William  them,  which  take  us  back  to  the 

Stirling-Maxwell  designed  a  good  life  of  the  sixteenth  century 

work   when   he  set   himself    "  to  The  life  of  Don  John  was  a  ro- 

write  unto  us  in  order "  the  chief  mance    frgm    beginning    to    end. 

events  of   the  life   of   the   distin-  Many  a  hero  of  fiction  has   been 

guished  commander,  Don  John  of  wrought  out  of  far  less  romantic 

Austria.*      With  what   degree   of  material  than  that  which  made  up 

success   he   achieved   his   purpose  his  very  impressive  true  biography, 

these   pages  are  intended  to  dis-  Our  readers   will    probably  think 

,  cover  in  some  sort.      Our  readers  with  us  that  there  could  not  be   a 

will   find,   as  we  think,   that  the  Don  John  in   these  matter-of-fact 

author  defined  correctly  the  scope  days%in   which    we  live.      In  his 

of  his  task,  that  he  has  made  tne  birth  and  his  death,  in  his  deeds, 

career  of  his  subject  the  trunk  line  his  adventures,  and  his  aspirations, 

of  his  story  ;  but  that  he  has  not  we  are  reminded  of  ballads  and 

hesitated,  to  diverge  from  it  judi-  traditions  rather  than  of  the  work- 

cioasly  at  intervals,  that   he   may  aday  world  ;    and   yet  he   was  a 

place   beside  us,  as  we  go  along,  real   living  man,  a  mainspring  of 

pictures  illustrative   of    the   man-  his  generation,  as  our  accomplished 

ners  and  customs  of  the  time,  and  author  has  cunningly  taught  us. 

lucid  descriptions   of    means   and  About  his  birth  and   nis  early 

appliances  which  have  long  been  youth  a  rigid   mystery  was  cast 

obsolete.  and   maintained.      He   was   nonr- 

The  work  before  us  is  th)B  pro-  ished,  habited,  taught  and  shown 

duct  of  much  learning  and  research,  to  the  rural  folk  among  whom  he 

of   which  we   are  little  able   and  lived,  as  the  son  of  a  musician  who 

little   disposed   to  constitute  our-  had  retired  from  Court  to  pass  his 

selves    the  judges.      We    choose  days  in  a  village   a   little   to  the 

rather  to  sit  at  Sir  William  Stir-  south  of  Madrid.      His  Christian 

ling-Maxwell's  feet,  to  take  what  name  was  then  said  to  be  Jerome, 

account  we  can  of  his  labours,  and  His  condition  at   this   period  was 

to  indicate  the  instructive  and  en-  that  of  a  disguised  prince  of  fairy 

tertaining  character  of  his  schol-  lore.      He  knew  not,   his   foster- 

arly   narration.     Our  intention  is  parents  knew  not,  there  was  not 

to  point  where  we  can  to  matter  half-a-dozen    persons    in    Europe 

which  has   hitherto   been    untold,  who   knew  that  he  might  claim 

or    very    sparingly  told,    in    our  the   Emperor  Charles   tne    Fifth 

tongue.      Of    course,    such   ^eat  for  his  sire.     Barbara  Blomberg, 

themes   as  the   Morisco    rebellion,  a  woman  of    a    noble    house    at 

the  Holy  League  against  the  Turks,  Ratisbon,  has  been  generally  be- 

and  the  struggles  of  the  Nether,  lieved   to  have  been  his  mother, 

lands  with  Spain,  which  are  fully  though  there  were  rumours  that 

and  graphically  related  here,  can-  he  had  been   born  of  a  princess 

not  but  claim   attention   in   their  whose  name  has  not  been  given, 

places.     Neverthdless,  in  following  The    mother,    whoever   she    may 

1  Don  John  of  Austria ;  or,  Passages  from  the  History  of  the  Sixteenth  Cen- 
tury, 1547-1578.     By  the  late  Sir  William  Stirling-Maxwell,   Bart.     London : 

Loninnans,  Green,  &  Co.    _        ,    .^  .    M*j 
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have    been,   was  but'  little    con-  with  peasant  lads  an  the  musician's 

nected  with  his  career.     At  seven  son.      Dofia  Magdalena,  childless 

years  old,   that  is   to  say  in  the  herself,  found  a  solace  and  an  oc- 

year  1554  (he  having  been  bom  in  cupation  in  rearing  and  educating 

1547),  the  little  Jerome  was  re-  her  foster-son,  whom  she  herself 

moved  from  the  care  of  his  foster-  instructed  in  his  religious  duties, 

mother,  the  musician's  widow,  and  making  him  the   channel  of  her 

placed  in  charge  of  an  illustrious  large  charitable    bounties.       She 

and  gentle  lady,  Dofia  Ma^dalena  took  care,  also  that  he  should  be 

de  Ulloa,  whom  he  called  his  aunt,  taught  by  competent  persons  such 

and  who  was  in  after  years  regard-  branches  of  knowledge  and  such 

ed   by  him  with  the  respect   and  accomplishments  as  were  thought 

affection  due  to  a  parent.       Doiia  necessary  for  his  condition. 

Magdalena  was  the  wife  of  the  In  1558   Doiia  Magdalena  and 

Emperor's  vice-chamberlain^  Col-  Don  John  accompanied  Quixada  to 

onel  Luis  Quixada,  who  was  one  Yuste, where  the  worn-out  Bmperor 

of  the  veiy  few  persons  intrusted  had  settled  himself  in  retirement, 

with  the  secret  of  Don  John's  pa-  and   where  he  still   required  the 

rentage.     This   gracious   lady  re-  services  of  his  faithful  vice-oham- 

sided  chiefly  at  v  illagarcia,  not  far  berlain.      Here  Charles  saw,   and 

from  Valladolid,  where  she   was  expressed  himself  as  much  pleased 

frequentlv     left    alone    with   her  with,  his  as  yet  unacknowledged 

young    charge,    Quixada's    duties  son,   and    especiallv    praised    the 

requiring  his  presence  in  the  Neth-  pains   which   had   been    taken   to 

erlands  with  his  sovereign.      She  make  him  religious.      The  family 

knew  that  the  boy  was  the  son  of  of  Quixada  had  been  but  a  short 

a  person  fof  distinction  ;   and   she  time  settled  in  the  neighbourhood 

had  reason    to    suspect    that   his  of  the   convent  when   the   duties 

father  was  of  very   high   rank  in-  which   had    brought    them    there 

deed.     For,  a  fire  having  occurred  were  terminated  by  the  Emperor's 

in    the  house  at  Villagarcia  at   a  somewhat    sudden    death.      Doa 

time    when   the   vice- chamberlain  John  is  supposed  to  have  been  one 

was  with  his  household,  the  gallant  of  the  group  of  attendants,  nobles, 

colonel  rushed  to  save  his  young  and  ecclesiastics  who  stood  round 

charge,  whom  he  saw  in  safety  be-  the  bed  of  the  dying  Emperor;  and 

fore  he  rescued  his  wife.      Doiia  he    attended    the   monarch's  real 

Magdalena  knew  well  that  only  a  funeral,  but  not  the  rehearsal  of  it 

sense  of  duty  would  have  induced  of  which  the  living  Charles  was  a 

her  husband  to  attend  to  any  one  spectator. 

before  her  at  a  time  of  danger:  The  Emperor  left  behind  him  a 
duty  could  be  owing  by  Quixada  paper  in  which  he  distinctly  ac- 
only  to  an  exalted  personage  ;  knowledges  Don  John  (there  called 
Jerome,  therefore,  or  John,  as  he  Jerome)  as  his  son.  In  it  he  fur- 
was  afterwards  to  be  called,  must  thcr  states  his  wish  that  the  lad 
be  of  illustrious  birth.  should  become  a  friar.  But  he 
Not  only  was  the  boy  placed  in  does  not  desire  that  there  should 
new  hands,  but  from  the  time  when  be  any  forcing  of  inclination  ;  and, 
he  was  transferred  to  Villagarcia  in  case  of  Don  John  declining  the 
he  was  clothed  like  a  youth  of  cowl,  he  provides  for  him  **each 
rank,  and  treated  with  much  more  year,  from  twenty  to  thirty  thou- 
respect  than  when  he  roamed  the  sand  ducats  from,  the  revenues  of 
fields  and  attended  a  village  school  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  lands  and 
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vassals,  with  that  rent   attached,  the  multitude  gathered  round    a 

being  assigned  to  him."  platform  in  the  middle  of  the  area, 

Auer  the  Emperor's  death  Don  on    which   the   Inquisitor-Greneral 

John   r'etumed  with  Quixada  and  and  his  train  were  stationed.     The 

his  wife  to  Villagarcia.    Much  has  long  line  of  prisoners  consisted  of 

not   been   said  of  this  short  resi-  "  the  black-gowned  penitents  who 

dence  near  Y  uste.     There  is,  how-  were  to  be  reprimanded  and   set 

ever,  mention   made   of  a  failing  free ;  those  in  robes  painted  with 

which  adds  another  proof  to  the  downward-pointing     flames,    who 

many  otherwise  forthooming,  that  were  to  suffer  fine  and  imprison- 

royal  blood  by  no  means  exempts  '  ment ;    and    those    whose    garbs, 

its  possessor  from  very  vulgar  pro-  hideous  with   fire  and  fiends,  de- 

pensities.     He  stole   apples  while  noted  that  their  bodies  were  to  be 

there,  and  was  often  pelted  by  the  burned  for  the  salvation  of  their 

peasants  when  seen  in  the  trees.  souls."     A  sermon  was   preached, 

It  seems  that  rumours,  more  or  then  an  oath  of  faith  was  admin- 
less  correct,  of  the  Emperor  having  istered  by  an  archbishop  to  the 
left  and  acknowledged  a  natural  Regent  and  to  her  nephew,  the 
son,  began  now  to  circulate  :  and  heir  to  the  throne.  A  secretary 
Quixada  with  difficulty  parried  in-  made  known  to  the  multitude  the 
quiries  made  to  him  by  persons  of  terms  of  this  oath  :  the  archbishop 
note.  The  Princess  Kegent  of  blessed  their  highnesses :  and  then 
Spain,  the  Infanta  Dona  Juanar,  a  crier  shouted  forth  the  names, 
having  heard  and  believed  those  crimes,  and  sentences  of  the  ac- 
rumours,  used  the  occasion  of  a  oused,  fifteen  of  whom  were  to 
great  public  spectacle  at  Valla-  die.  They  were  executed  at  once. 
Solid  in  1559  to  observe  the  boy,  "The  Princess  Regent  of  Spain, 
to  caress  him  and  to  offer  him  a  and  the  noble  knights  and  dames 
place  in  the  royal  tribune,  which,  of  Castjllle,  looked  on  as  the  flames 
however,  he  declined,  preferring  to  crept  and  leaped  round  the  tortured 
remain  at  the  side  of  his  good  limbs  of  men  who  had  been  their 
aunt.  This  spectacle  was  no  other  familiar  friends  and  spiritual  ad- 
than  an  mUo-da-fe,  which  Dona  visers,  of  fair  and  delicate  women 
Magdalena,  full  of  zeal  for  Holy  dragged  from  splendid  homes  or 
Church,  had  taken  her  young  from  the  solitude  of  the  cloister." 
charge  to  witness.  They  who  Soon  after  thi8,Philip  the  Second, 
would  see  a  graphic  account  of  who  had  been  absent  in  the  Nether- 
this  dreadful  ceremony  must  refer  lands,  returned  to  Spain,  and  re- 
to  Sir  W.  Stirling-Maxwell's  pages,  lieved  the  Infanta  of  the  Regency. 
We  will,  however,  try  to  abridge  This  done,  he  did  not  wait  long 
his  narrative  of  it  for  the  benefit  before  he,  to  whom  t'le  Emperor's 
of  readers  not  blessed  with  leisure,  instructions   had   been   addressed. 

The  sufferers   at   the  hands    of  openly  proclaimed  his  relationship 

the  Inquisition  had  been  general-  to  Don   John,  who,  at  this  time, 

ly  peasants  accused  of  witchcraft,  dropped   altogether  the   name   of 

Moors  or  Jews ;  but  on  this  occa-  Jerome.     The    recognition   was  a 

sion  there  was  a  more  remarkable  somewhat  theatrical  affair,  and  the 

train    of    prisoners.      Nobles  and  romantic  air  gathers  thick  about 

gentlemen,  ladies   of  thiB   highest  it.     The  King,  who  was  really  no 

rank,  eloquent  divines,  were  among  sportsman,   ordered   a  hunt  on   a 

the  convicted.     The  Regent  took  hill  not  far  from  Villagarcia,  and 

her  place  under  a  canopy  of  state  :  summoned  Quixada  to  meet   him 
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in  the  field,  of  course  instructing  grandson  of  the  Emperor.     In  dae 

him  as  to  the  part  which  he  was  to  time   the   three  youths  went   to- 

play.     Quixada,  before  setting  off,  gether  to  the  university  of  Alcala, 

unbosomed  himself  to  his  wife,  and  where    the  unhappy   Don    CarloA 

made  her  a  sharer  of  the  great  secret  met  with  a  serious  accident,  after 

which  he  had  carried  for  so  many  which  he  showed  himself  to  be  the 

years.     Then   he   and  Don  John,  mauvais  sujet  which  he  continued 

followed  by  vassals  and  servants,  to  be  to  the  end  of  his  brief  career. 

rode    oflF.     Presently    they    were  We  cannot  here,  however,    turn 

aware  of  the  royal  approach.     A  aside  to  glance  at  his  oft-repeated 

groom  met  them  leading   a   very  story. 

handsome  horse,  which,  at  Quixada's        Don  Jojin  betook  himself  very 

desire,  Don  John  mounted,  after  kindly   to    martial   exercises  and 

having  with  some  reluctance,  suf-  manly    sports,     while    his     royal 

fered  his  guardian  to  kiss  his  hand,  brother,  mindful  of  the  Emperor's 

Then  came  the  important  meet-  directions,  was  taking  order  for 

ing.     Philip  rode  up.     Don  John  securing  him  a  good  position  in 

and    his    tutor    dismounted     and  the  hierarchy.    So  much  in  earnest 

knelt.     As  the  lad  bent  over  the  was  Philip  on  this   matter,   that. 

King's  hand,  the  latter  asked  if  the  but  for  a  disagreement  between  him 

youngster  knew  who  he  was,  and  and  the  Pope  relative  to  the  pre- 

then  said,  "  Charles  the  Fifth,  my  cedence    of  the    cardinal-elect,   it 

lord  and   father,   was    also    your  had    been    all   over    with     ewma 

father."     Don  John  was  then  for-  virufuque.     The  dispute,  however, 

mally  acknowledged  as  his  Majes-  protracted  matters,  and  gave  time 

ty's  half-brother.  The  hunters  and  to  the  young  hero  to  find  out  the 

peasants  shouted  ;   the  nobles  and  bent  of  his  inclinations,  and   the 

gentlemen  of  the  train  saluted  and  resolve  that  the  active  world,  and 

congratulated    the    newly    found  not  the    cloister,   should    be  the 

scion    of    royalty.     The    cortege,  theatre  of  his  exploits.    While  his 

without  pursuing  the  sport,  turned  career  was  still   undecided  on  at 

and  rode   back   to  the  city,  Don  Court,  the  Turks  attacked  Malta, 

John  by  the  side  of  the  King,  and  and  a  fleet  of  Spain  was  ordered  to 

the  multitude  rending  the  air  with  sail  to  the  assistance  of  the  island, 

acclamations.      Thus     ended    the  Don  John  thought  he  would  settle 

chrysalis  stage.     Don   John  him-  the  question  of  his  profession  ;  he 

self,  and  all  the  world,  knew  who  accordingly  ran  away  from  Court 

he  was  when  he  was  twelve  years  and  made  for  the  coast.     But  he 

old   or  thereabouts.     But  it  was  was  taken  ill  on  the  road,  the  fleet 

only  the  first  fytte  of  his  romance  sailed  without  him,  and  emissaries 

that  was  over.  from  the  Court  overtook  him.    He 

A  splendid   establishment   was  was  obliged  to  return  and  beg  par- 

now  assigned  to 'Hhe  most  illus-  don.    Philip  forgave  him  gracious- 

trious  Don  John  of  Austria,'^  who,  ly,  and  the  beautiful  queen,  Isabella 

except  in  some  few  points  of  title  of  Valois,  "  chaffed  "  him  and  made 

and  of    precedence,   received  the  him   look  silly.     It  was,  however, 

honours  of    an  Infant  of    Spain,  seen  that  the  project  of  making 

His  friend   Quixada  was    at   the  him  an  ecclesiastic  must  be  g^ven 

head  of  his  household.     His  edu-  up.     His  tutelary  fairy  knew  what 

cation  was  conducted  with  that  of  was  in  store  for  him,  and  inclined 

Don  Carlos,  the  heir  to  the  throne,  the  King'sheart  to  waivegraciously 

and  of  Prince  Alexander  of  Parma,  the  idea  of  the  tonsure. 
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We  extract  now  a  curious  occur-  marked  upon;  and  he,  no  doubt> 

renoe  of  this  period  of  his  life  : —  used  this  opportunity  for  acquiring 

^.^     XI-     ^i^xv   XT         V-      V         •  M.  a  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  com- 

■  li^L  1*"^ Jnn^  f^^'^^LlVcZ^  mand  on  tiat element  whereon  he 

ed,  as  a  pnnce,  the  village  of  Cjetaie,  a    .•     j   .        •           •          •  u 

.where  he  had  formerly  been  at  school  was  destined   to  win  an   impensh. 

as  a  nameless  peasant  boy.    It  was  on  able  fame.  While  he  was  in  active 

occasion  of  the  arrival  there  of  the  command,    his    nephew    and    old 

holy  corpse    of  St    Eugenius,  which  associate  Don  Carlos   came  to  his 

was  being  transported  from  its  lone  gad  and  somewhat  mysterious  end. 

repose  at  St  Denis,  to  the  cathedral  Having  brought  his  cruise  to  a 

where  the  saint  had  once  reigned  as  ^^        the  Lord  Admiral  repaired  to 

pnmate,   at  Toledo.      Phibp  II.  had  ^^       1        ^               n          •  ^  ^  rk«i« 

purchased  the  precious  bones    from  Court,  and  was  well  received.  Only 

Charles  IX.  at  the  moderate  price  of  *  short  time  after  his  arrival  there, 

the  skull  of  St,  Quintin,  of  which  he  all  were  plunged  into  grief  by  the 

had  despoiled  the  town  so  called,  after  death  of  the  beautiful  young  Queen, 

his  victory  in  1557.      An  infinity  of  The   King,    in     hjs    bereavement, 

documents    and    seals    recorded  and  treated  his  half-brother   with   the 

ratified  the  bargain;  and  a  deputation  ^^^j^g^.   affection    and   confidence. 

i'h/^mLTnr^^^^^^^  But,  at  the   funeral     ceremonies, 

the  remains  of  the  loledan  saint  va.  -r^       -r  i.                i^jj-. 

the  hands  of  a  similar  embassy  from  V.on  ^^^^  was  offended    at  some 

Spain    at     Bordeaux.       They     were  slight  which  he  imagined  to  be  put 

thence  conveyed  with  almost    royal  upon  him  with  regard  to  preced- 

pomp  to  Toledo,   receiving  at    each  ence — a   most   weighty  matter  at 

halting-place    the   adoration    of    the  that  Court  in  those  days;  and  he 

faithful.      Getafe    l>eing     only    two  withdrew  in  dudgeon  to  the  coun- 

&"lSllfaar^^^^^^^^^  {;ry'  passing  his  time  at  religious 

Juana,  attended  by  Don  John,  went  ^S^"«f  ,^^  ^^^^  ^'^  ^""^  ,V^?* 
to  pay  their  homage.  Three  days  Magdalena.  It  was  not  likely 
afterwards  the  venerable  skeleton  that  one  of  so  ardent  a  nature  as 
made  its  entry  into  the  old  archiepis-  his  would  bear  to  be  long  in  sha- 
copal  city,  the  King^  and  Don  Carlos  dow,  and  accordingly  we  find  him, 
kneeUng  in  the  wayside  dust  to  do  it  after  two  months  or  so  of  retire- 
honour.'  ment,  availing  himself  of  the  Mo- 
At  the  a^e  of  twentv-one,  Don  risco  rebellion,  which  had  now 
John,  erewhile  the  nameless  peasant  broken  out,  to  solicit  employment, 
boy  Jerome,  was  appointed  Qen-  It  appears  that  there  was  then 
iral  of  the  Sea,  an  appointment  no  inconsistency  in  employing  the 
equivalent  to  that  of  Lord  High  General  of  the  Sea  in  command  of 
Admiral.  He  embarked  and  hoist-  land  forces. 

ed  his  flag  with  due  ceremony,  and  After  the  rule  of  the  Moors  had 

made  several  small  voyages,  in  the  been    utterly   suppressed    in   the 

•course  of  which  some  minor  oper-  Peninsula,  this   people,  remaining 

ations  of   war    were   undertaken,  in   the   southern     province   under 

His  expeditions  were  not  histori-  Spanish  government,   were  known 

cally  important,  neither  did  thev  as   Moriscoes.      They   had   treaty 

bring  much  glory  to  himself.      It  rights,  of   which    the   dearest   to 

was,liowever,  remarked  that  he  got  them  was  the  right  of  remaining 

through  this  his  novitiate  in  com-  Mohammedans,  and  of  practising 

mand  with  a  degree  of  credit  which  the  rites  of  their  religion.      It  was 

could  Ihardly  have  been  predicted  hoped,   perhaps,  ,by   the   Spanish 

for  one  so  young.     His  temper  and  priesthood  and  people,  that  infidels 

bearing  were  most  favourably  re-  who  had  consented  to  live  under 
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the  same  laws    as    the   Christian  sions  that  were  made    to  intoler- 

population   would,  little  by  little,  anoe  and   the  injustice  with  which 

lose    their    distinctive    character,  treaties    were     overridden.      Bat 

and  conform  to  the  habits,  and  be  under   Philip  II.  bigotry  was  al- 

won  over  to  the  religion,  of  their  lowed   to  take  its  unbridled  will^ 

conquerors.      This  hope,  which  in  prudential  considerations  were  oast 

so  many  similar  instances  has  been  to  the  winds,  and  the  Arabs  were 

disappointed,  was  not  destined  to  exasperated  into  a  rebellion  which 

fruition   in   Spain.       The  Arabs,  it  taxed   the  power  of  Spain   to 

though  peaceable  and  loyal   sub-  overcome,  which  desolated  some  of 

jects,    in    their  dress,    language,  her   fairest   provinces,  and  which 

manners,   and   religion,   remained  deprived  her  of  an  ipffenious  and 

Arabs  still.  industrious  body  of  subjeots,  who. 

The  Inquisition  was  established  in  every  art  except  that  of  war, 

about  the   time  of   the    conquest  far  excelled  her  Christian  popula- 

of  Granada;  and   its  eyes,  as  one  tion.  The  treacheries  and  intngucs 

can  well  understand,  were  turned  of  this  war,  in  which  either  side 

with  extreme  jealousy  on   a  race  was  impelled  by  the  fiercest  pas- 

who,  privileged  to  live  under  Chris-  sions,   almost  exceed  belief  ;  and 

tian  ascendancy,  were    insensible  the  cruelties  of  which  both  Chris- 

to  the  truths  and  beauties  of  the  tians  and  infidels  were  guilty,  raise 

Christian  religion.      This  jealousy  the  greatest  horror  and  loathing 

was  the  cause  of  the  Morisco  re-  in  the  reader's  mind.      Bumings, 

bellion,  and  finally  of  the  expulsion  massacres,     torturings,     were     of 

of  the  great    body  of   the  Moors  constant  occurrence;  capitalationa 

from  Spain.      Churchmen,  finding  were   violated  and    prisoners   de- 

that   Arab    converts   were  exces-  stroyed    by    wholesale    butchery  ; 

sively   tardy  in    coming  in,    were  women   and    children    were    sold 

urgent   that   pressure    should    be  into  slavery;  and  pillage  was  every 

used  to  bring  these  heathens   into  where  permitted.      It  is  true  that 

the  Christian  fold.     Such  pressure  deeds  of  great  •  valour  were   fre- 

was  a  gross  and  cruel  violation  of  quently     performed;    but   as    for 

a  solemn  treaty  ;  nevertheless,  the  generosity,  pity,  or  common   hu- 

importunity  of  the  clergy  succeed-  manity,  these  sentiments  seem  to 

cd  in  inducing  the  (Tovernment  to  have  been  altogether  banished  from 

exert  it,  gently  at  first,  but  more  the   region  in  which  the  Mori8C<> 

and  more  insolently  as  the  Moris-  revolt  was  acted, 
coes  continued  firm  in  their  faith.        The  King's  Governmentwas slow 

until  the  oppression  was  more  than  to  recognise  the  magnitude  of  the 

the  goaded  people  could  bear,  and  insurrection    which    it    had   pro* 

th(»y  broke  into  revolts  of  which  voked;   consequently,  its  attempts 

racial    and  religious  hatreds  were  at  suppression,  though  successful  * 

the  causes  and  the  fuel.  in   places,  proved  often  abortive. 

At  first  the  Government  found  The   rebels,  though   they  suffered 

itself  able  to  cope  with  the  com-  severely  in   many  encounters,  had 

plaints  and  the  resistance   of  the  enough  of  ffood  fortune  not  only 

Nioors.      From  the  days  of  Ferdi-  to  keep  their  resistance  alive,  but 

nand  and  Isabella  to  the  last  days  to  make  it  spread.      When   it  bad 

of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.,  there  been   maintained   with  vigour  for 

had  been  in  the  dealings  with  the  three  months — that  is  to  say,  from 

Moriscoes    some  regard   for  safe  the   commencement    of   the  year 

)>olicy,  notwithstanding  the  conces-  1569  till  April  of  that  year — Don 
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John  of  Austria  arrived  at  Granada  but  little  in  the  field.  He,  how- 
to  take  command  of  the  royal  ever,  held  receptions  and  reviews,, 
troops  and  the  disturbed  districts,  and  received  deputations,  winning 
it  having  been  perceived  at  last  everywhere  golden  opinions  by  the 
that  the  King  had  a  formidable  dignity  and  suavity  of  his  man- 
undertaking  on  his  hands.  Pro-  ners  and  by  his  noble  appearance, 
crastination  was  one  of  the  defects  The  first  important  act  of  his^ 
of  Philip's  character,  and  he  had  command  appears  to  have  been  the 
procrastinated  here  lo  his  own  expulsion  of  the  Moorish  inhab- 
seri^QS  detriment.  Unnecessary  itants  from  the  Albaycin  quarter 
caution,  and  the  fettering  of  enter-  of  Granada.  These  wretched  peo- 
prise  by  dividing  responsibility,  pie  were  got  rid  of  because  they 
and  by  requiring  a  ref erepce  to  were  thought  to  be  the  centre  from 
hfmself  on  every  important  occa-  which,  secretly,  all  the  expeditions^ 
sion  before  action  could  be  taken,  which  took  place  in  the  theatre 
were  other  of  his  methods  which  of  war  were  plotted.  They  were 
did  not  assist  despatch  or  make  assembled  in  the  churches,  and 
for  success.  from  thence  marched,  under  mili- 
Don  John  was  to  be  assisted  by  tary  escort,  into  other  parts  of 
a  council,  who  were  to  discuss  and  Spain.  In  a  tumult  which  oc- 
to  decide  on  all  measures  of  im-  curred  at  the  time  of  their  exodus,, 
portance;  but  even  the  decision  Don  John  showed  great  presence 
of  the  council  was  not  to  be  acted  of  mind, 
upon  until  it  should  have  been  ap-  Nine  months  passed  away,  not 

S roved  by  the  Supreme  Council  at  in  inaction,  but  in  warfare  which 
[adrid.  When  it  is  considered  was  marked  by  no  decisive  result,, 
how  effective  sudden  resolutions  though  it  was  marked  by  enough 
and  movements  may  be  in  putting  of  ferocity.  The  royal  armies  were 
down  an  ouffbreak,  one  perceives  at  length  largely  reinforced,  and 
that  Don  John's  task  was  set  for  Don  John,  who  had  hitherto  di« 
him  in  no  encouraging  way.  The  rected  operations  from  Granada,. 
King,  however,  was  kind  and  help-  now  took  the  field  in  person.  In 
ful  according  to  his  lights.  He  his  first  expedition  he  was  accident- 
sent  Don  John  with  all  honour  ally  bafiled,  not  by  the  enemy,  but 
to  his  command,  he  gave  him  his  by  a  force  led  by  another  general,, 
instructions  in  afPectionate  terms,  which  obtained  possession  of  the 
and  he  appointed  to  a  seat  at  the  fortress  of  Guejar  before  he  came 
local  council  Luis  Quixada,  the  up.  He  bore  his  raortificationi 
general's  ere  while  guardian  and  well,  and  behaved  with  much  dis- 
constant  friend.  It  was  ordered  cretion  on  the  occasion.  His  next 
than  Don  John  should  be  treated  attempt  was  attended  with  a  suc- 
w-ith  all  the  honour  ever  accorded  cess  which  was  all  his  own,  and  ta 
to  a  person  not  royal.  His  fairy  which  his  personal  gallantry  and 
was  thrusting  greatness  upon  him  his  skill  as  a  leader  contributed  in 
without  let  or  hindrance,  that  he  no  small  degree.  He  attacked  and 
might  shortly  achieve  more  glori-  took  the  town  of  Galera,  which 
ous  greatness  for  himself.  was  fortified  more  by  nature  than 
So  cumbrous  a  system  of  com-  by  art,  it  being  perched  upon  an 
mand  was  not  likely  to  result  in  eminence,  the  sides  of  which  were 
brisk  achienements.  Don  John  was,  everywhere  precipitous.  We  find 
during  the  first  three  months  of  his  the  assailants  using  artillery  in  the 
residence  at  Granada,  able  to  do  attack,  exploding  mines  with  great 
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effect,  and  making  military  bridges.  Dona  Magdalena  was  sammoned 

It  is  recorded  of  the  leader  that,  to,  and   arrived   at,    his    bedside, 

seeing  his  men  to  be  a  good    deal  where  she  marked  his  last   sigh 

harassed  by  the  fatigue  of  cutting  and  closed  his  eyes.     The  funeral 

and  bringing   up   the   brushwood  was  attended  with  great  militaiy 

which  WIS  required  for  the  ap-  pomp,     and    the    Commander-in- 

proaches,  he  set  to  work  himself.  Chief  followed  the  body  as  chief 

and  brought  up  his  burdens  like  a  mourner.     Doiia  Magdalena   left 

'Common  soldier.  the  camp  afterwards,  escorted  by 

With  all  his  care  he  did  not  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  an^  at- 
take  Galera  at  the  first  assault ;  tended  for  a  long  way  by  Don 
and  one  reads  with  regret  how,  John,  who  rode  beside  her  litter. 
after  failure,  he  announced  that  It  is  most  refreshing,  among  the 
he  would  raze  the  place  to  the  instances  of  savagery  and  hard- 
ground,  sow  the  site  with  salt,  ness  of  heart  with  which  those 
and  put  every  inhabitant  to  the  days  abounded,  to  read  of  the 
sword.  A  ferocious  announce-  lamentation  expressed  by  eveiy 
ment  of  this  kind  seems  to  have  one,  from  the  King  downwards,  at 
had  the  effect  of  stirring  up  the  the  loss  of  Quixa^a,  and  of  the 
resolution  of  soldiers  of  those  days,  tributes  which  were  paid  to  bis 
After  much  laborious  engineering  fidelity  and  other  good  qualities, 
and  severe  fighting,  the  King's  At  this  time  King  Philip 
troops  at  last  got  the  place.  It  thought  it  right  to  take  his 
is  asserted  by  one  historian  that  brother,  Don  .John,  to  task  for 
Don  John  kept  his  word  to  the  so  freely  confronting  danger  in 
letter,  and  commanded  and  super-  his  own  person.  The  answer  to 
intended  a  most  inhuman  butch-  this  reproach  was  quite  worthy  of 
ery.  But  there  are  other  accounts  a  good  commander  and  soldier, 
which  represent  him  as  doing  all  and  showed  that  <he  general, 
he  could  to  mitigate  the  fury  of  voung  as  he  ws^,  had  a  sound 
his  soldiers,  and  these  last  testi-  Knowledge  of  his  duties  and  re- 
monies  are  far  more  in  consonance  sponsibihties  ;  that  he  did  not 
with  his  general  sentiments  and  enter  upon  rash  exploits  to  dis- 
conduct.  play  his  valour,  but  tnat  where,  for 

He  now  attacked   the    fortress  example  or  for  guidance,  the  pres-> 

of    Seron.     The    troops    behaved  ence  of  the  general  was   required, 

badly,    and   the  attack,   for    this  he  could  not  for  any  consideration 

time,  failed.       But  Don  John  sus-  remain  in  the  background, 
tained  a   misfortune  here  greater        The  army  was  reinforced,  and 

than  that  of  being  foiled  by   in-  took  Seron,  Don  John  ordering  the 

fidel  hands  before  a  battered  wall,  attack  with  much  judgment.  After 

A]  bullet,   and   an   unskilful   sur-  that  he  took  TijoU  and  then  Par- 

geon,  deprived  him   of    the   stout  chena.     His    lieutenants   were  at 

soldier     and  courtier     who    had  work    as  well  as  himself :   there 

shown  to   him    all    that   he   ever  were    very    many  affairs   besides 

knew  of  a  father's  care.      Brave,  those  which  have  been  mentioned 

faithful,  sagacious  Luis  Quixada  here  ;  and    the    royal    armies,  at 

received  his  death-wound  in  front  length  raised  to  becoming  strength, 

of  Seron.   The  veteran  was  carried  acquired  an  ascendancy  which  was 

to    Caniles,    where    he    lingered  most    discouraging    ^  the  rebel 

under  the  torture  of  clumsy   sur-  cause.  The  King's  officers  perceived 

gery  for  many  days,  during  which  this,  and  they  issued  proclamatioiis 


jd 
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setting  forth  the  terms  on  which  of  cruel  and  bloody  deeds.  It  was^ 
traitors  mieht  yet  escape  the  ex-  a  "  bag  and  baggage "  removaL 
treme  peniJties,  but  denouncing,  He  who  studies  the  account  of  it 
without  hope  of  mercy,  the  severest  will  appreciate  the  truculency  of 
chastisements  known  to  war  against  the  proposal  made  regarding  the- 
such  as  should  continue  disobedient  Turks  ^by  an  English  orator  to- 
after  knowledge  of  this  offer  of  re-  wards  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
mission.  The  issuing  of  these  pro-  century — the  most  inhuman  utter- 
clamations  may  be  looked  upon  as  ance  which  any  man,  claiming  to- 
the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  be  a  statesman,  has  allowed  him- 
Morisco  war.  It  was  not  concluded  self  to  make  in  modem  days ! 
at  once,  nor  without  some  farther  Don  John  "  wound  up  "  the 
contention  ;  for  the  Morisco  chief,  affairs  of  the  war.  He  had  been 
or  king  as  he  claimed  to  be,  after  about  eighteen  months  in  com- 
making  considerable  advances  to-  mand.  He  had  been  ultimately 
wards  accommodation,  thought  he  successful :  he  had  made  no  great 
saw  another  chance  of  winning,  mistake  :  his  conduct  and  his  per. 
and  once  more  drew  the  remnant  sonal  valour  were  greatly  praised  r 
of  his  unhappy  nation  into  open  and  he  was  said  to  have  acquired 
hostilities.  Thus  they  rendered  considerable  renown.  Probably,, 
themselves  liable  to  the  most  dread-  however,  if  his  renown  had  never 
f ul  penalties  with  which  the  King  rested  on  anything  more  solid  than 
had  threatened  them,  and  only  too  this  Morisco  war,  it  would  have 
many  of  them  drank  to  the  dregs  been  at  the  best  local  and  partiaL 
the  cup  of  his  indignation.  The  His  chief  glory  from  that  miser- 
royal  troops  had  now  mustered  in  able  war  is  that  he  made  use  of  it 
irtich  strength  that  it  was  useless  for  perfecting  himself  in  the  art» 
for  the  reduced  Morisco  bands  to  of  command,  that  he  gained  store 
contend  with  them  longer.  A  little  of  experience,  and  that  he  edu- 
farther  struggle,  and  the  rebellion  oated  himself  for  the  acquisitioi^ 
collapsed.  The  rebel  king  was  of  a  fame  which  was  undoubtedly 
slain  by  treachery  in  the  moun-  European,  and  which  made  him 
tains  ;  but  his  corpse  was  brought  for  a  span  ''  the  foremost  man  of 
down  to  Granada, — and  it  was  all  this  world."  The  wave  of  the 
thought  rather  a  fine  pageant  of  wand  which  was  to  show  the  fairy 
triumph  to  wed^e  the  dead  body  favours  at  their  meridian  was  now 
in  a  frame,  set  it  upright  upon  a  to  be  given. 

mule,  and  to  parade  it  with  much  It  ^was  the  fortune  of  Don  John 

show   and   shouting   through   the  to  have  always  work  awaiting  him 

streets.     After  this  miserable  ex-  at  times  when    his  hands  became 

hibition,  the  head  was  severed  from  free.     Before  things  had  been  re- 

the   irunk,  ,and   fixed   on  a  spike  established  on  a  peace  footing  in 

over  one  of  the  gates  of  Granada,  the  south  of  Spain  after  the  Moris- 

The  rebel    Moriscoes    who  had  co  war,  he  haa  been  already  nom- 

been  taken  in  arms  were  sold  for  inated  to  the   splendid   command 

slaves  into  all  cities  and  districts  in  which  he  did  the  great  exploit 

of  Spain.     Those  who  had  not  re-  of  his  life.    ^Pope   Pius  V.    nad, 

belled  were  forcibly  removed  from  after   much   anxiety  and   labour, 

the  theatre  of  rebellion,  and  dis-  succeeded  in  constructing  the  Holy 

persed  through  the  other  provinces.  League  of  the  Christian   Powers 

The    tale  of  expatriation  is  most  against  the  Turk  ;  and  it  had  been 

heartrending,  even  among  stories  decided    (though   not  until   after 
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long  and  animated  discussion)  that  The  Pope  was  the  soul  of  the 
the  half-brother  of  the  King  of  League.  Philip  listened  not  only 
Spain  should  be  appointed  to  the  to  the  call  of  his  temporal  inter- 
chief  command  of  the  fleets  and  ests  in  taking  the  foremost  place 
forces  of  the  League — that  is  to  in  the  holy  allianoey  but  also  to 
say,  that  he  was  to  be  supreme  the  call  of  the  Pontiff,  who  ex- 
both  afloat  and  on  shore.  horted  him  to  draw  his  sword  as 

The  account  given  by  Sir  W.  the  champion  of  the  Church. 
Stirling-Maxwell  of  the  antecedent  Venice  was  already  at  war  with 
events  which  led  to  the  formation  the  Sultan.  These  three  were  the 
of  this  memorable  confederacy  is  chief  Powers  of  the  League.  They 
full  of  interest,  and  will  repay  were  all  sincere  enough  in  desiring 
careful  study.  Our  space  does  to  repress  the  Turk ;  but  Spain 
notadmit  of  any  but  the  briefest  would  hav^  liked  to  do  this  whilst 
,  mention  of  them  here.  giving  the  least  possible  advantage 

The  Turks  of  those  days  were  to  Venice,  and  Venice  would  have 
the  terror  of  all  Europe.  Their  liked  to  do  it  without  aggrandising 
fleets  and  armies  were  more  nu-    Spain. 

merous  than  those  of  any  other       The  zeal  of  the  old  Pontiff,  after 
power,    though    their    navy    was    being  many  times  baffled,  and  after 
inferior    in    quality    to    that    of    toiling  through  months  of  negotia- 
Spain.      They    were    rapidly  en-    tions,  triumphed  at  last.      He  saw 
croachin^  upon  the  temtories  of    the  day   when   the   Holy  Lesgne 
the  Mediterranean    Powers,  cans-    solemnly  swore  to  make  war  on 
ing  some  of  them  to  tremble  for    the  Turk,  and  was  glad..     His  ser- 
their  very  existence,   and  giving    vices  to  the  cause  were,  however, 
ground  for  serious  anxiety  to  all.    by  no    means    ended    when    th« 
Malta,   defended   by   her   valiant    League  was  proclaimed  as  a  reality 
knights,  had  resisted  and  beaten    to  all  Christendom.    The  members 
off  the   Infldel  attack ;    but  this    of  the  confederacy  reauired  to  be 
success  of  the  Christians,  glorious    quickened  into    united  action  as 
as  it  was  to  those  who  won  it,  had    well  as  formallv  joined  together ; 
not  materially  checked  the  tide  of    and,  though  their  bond  was  blessed, 
Turkish   advance.      Venice,  as  a    they  would  probably  have  never 
great  commercial   power,   was  in    struck  a  blow  in  unison   but  for 
continual  danger  from  the  Turkish    the  sustaining  incitement  which  the 
arms,  and,  even  now,  her  posses-    Pope  continued  to  address  to  them. 
fsion,  the  isle  of  Cyprus,  had  partly       Venice,  as  has  been  said,   was 
succumbed   to   them.      Philip  II.,    already   at   war  with    the  Turk. 
as  ruler  of  a  large  Italian  terri-    The  Papal  States  and  the  Italian 
tory,  and  as  the  most  potent  prince    dominions  of   the    Spanish    King 
of  Christendom,   was  in  the  first  .were  rendering  some  assistance  to 
degree  interested  in  keeping  down    the    Republic    before*  the    great 
the  pretensions  of  the  Turk.  Pope  |  Ijcague  was  an  accomplished  fact. 
Pius  V.  made  war  on  the  Infidel  m  ^  But  the  operations  of  the  allies  were 
the  spirit  of  a  crusader.      Though  ^  insignificant,  as  is  not  unfrequent- 
an  old  man,  he  was  chivalrous,  firm  •  ly  the  case  with  coalitions.     The 
of  purpose,  eloquent,  and  indefat-  J  united    fleet    might    have    done 
igable.     The  suppression   of  the  :  much  to  save  Cyprus  for  the  Vene- 
heathen  was  the  great  desire  of  |  tians,  but  it  did  nothing  in  that 
his  heart,   to  the    attainment   of  I  direction — nothing,  indeed,  worth 
which  he  devoted  all  his  energies,  ^mentioning  in  any  direction.    The 
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Pope    wM   probably    right    in  his  counts   of   voyaging  and  fighting 

opinion  that  vigorous    Hction  was  would  bu    scarcely   intelligible  to 

more    likely    to   proceed    from    a  an    understanding     not   having    a 

solemn    League,  cemented  by  the  true    idea   of     tlit;     navies    which 

oaths  of  illustrioas  ambassadors —  achieved  them  ;   and  the  descrip- 

blessed   by  himself   with   all   the  lions  which  we    find    in  the  first 

pomp    ana   splendour     which    the  volume  are  so  clear  and  so  full  as 

Church  knew  so  well  how  to  ex-  toprepareeffectually foracomplete 

hibit — proclaimed  to  the  civilised  comprehension  of   the  sea-stories, 

world  Dy  the  forms    with    which  We  must  refer  the  curious  to  the 

priestcraft  and  statecraft  are  wont  chapter  on    navies  ;  but  there  are 

to    impress   the    devout   and    the  one   or  two  matters  of  much  im- 

patriotic,  and  so  subjected  to  the  portance  to  the  general  reader,  on 

observation    of  all   Europe, — than  which  we  may  say  a  few  words, 

from    any    other  method.     When  The  propfiling  power  which  we 

his  Holiness  had  done  all  that  his  mentioned    above  was,  in  all  but 

courage,  skill,  and    patience  could  a  very  few  cases,  the   thewa  and 

«ffeot — and   he  did     wonders — all  sinews     of     galley  •  slaves,     who, 

would  have  been  useless  had  it  not  chained    to     their     seats     on    the 

been   for  the    chief    corner-stone  benches,   and   incited   to  exeition 

which,  by  oonsummate  judgment  by    the    most  savage   discipline, 

or  by  most  felicitouB  accident,  was  plied  the  oara.      How  a  miserable 

made  to  surmount    the  edifice   of  man    might   find    himself    in    the 

the  Holy  League.     It  is  abundant-  condition   of     one    of    these   pro- 

ly  clear   that  bat  for  the  temper,  pellers,  the  following  extract  may 

the  jndgment,  and  the  quick  deci-  explain  : — 

sion  of  l>on  John  of  Austria,  the  ..  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^f  ^,,j,  unhappy  slaves 

vast  armament  Of  the  League  would  of  the  oar  brought  into  close  contact 

have  done  nothing  more  worthy  of  men  of  all  countries  and  conditions, 

note  than  wasdont-  in  the  previous  and  all  varieties  of  moral  character, 

year ;    that    state     j.iiIi.piisi«-H    and  Tlic   Moslt-m    from    the    Bospliorus, 

divided    councils    nf    .■.iTiuirmdcrs  f''"'"  Tunis,  or  the  slopes   of    Atla:*, 

,u!d  have  brought  to  nought  all  ^"^  ?P'°K'«^  7*«»  "'^'^  f^  I-"**" 

..  .i.„  ...:„.] 1* i„.f A  Christians  of  all  races  and  languages. 


,     ,  .         a      .  .  i_  Here,  side  by  side  in  common  misery, 

senators  had  matured,  and  which  g^j  jij^  (jr^yg  soldier  whom  the  fate 

the  wealth  of  the  Church  and  of  ©f  war  had  made  a  captive,  and  the 

many  kingdoms  had  provided;  and  wretch  who   was  paying  the  penalty 

that  one  of  the  great  battles  of  the  of  tbe  most  odious  crimes  ;  the  gallant 

world  would  not  have  been  fought,  gentleman  who    had    shone  m    the 

This    is    a   convenient  place  to  princely  tUt-yard  or  at  royal  banquets, 

,1 „.  ,i;..n   .,.k;«t  ...n  ..™  and  the  outcast  whose  home  was  the 

pause  m  Ibe  oulluie   which  we  ai*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  ^ 

tr...ving  of  Don  John's  career,  that  and  feeling,  wboU  conscience  refuled 

we  may  say  a  word  of    the  very  to  receive    unquestioned  the  faith  as 

interesting  information   regarding  it  was  in  the  Inquisition  at  Vallado! id 

the  war  navies  of  his  time  which  or  Rome,  and  the  ruffian  who  stabbed 

is  to  be  found  in  the  pages  under  for  hire  in  the  tortuous  lands  of  Val- 

review.    Ships,  armaments,  officers,  oneia,    or    beneath  the  deep-browed 

crews,  and  propelling    powers  are  P*^^,  "^  ?*'?'"';,,  '^^^^^    ''®.**"' 

,       ,        .  i"^,  r         n  .1,  .  wont  to    nde  in  the   gorgeous  tram 

clearly  set  before  us  giving  a  ven-  ^^^^  ^^^^^    ^^^    ^Snltsnto    the 

table  advantage  to  that  reader  who  mosques  of  Constantinople,    were  at 

would  realise  the  naval  scenes  so  this  moment  chained  to  the  oars  of 

cleverly  depicted  farther  on.     Ac-  Don  John  ot  Austria;  and  Koights 
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of  Malta  were   lending  an  unwilling  of  bread  steeped  in  wine,  which  they 

impulse  to  the  vessels  'v^ich  Ali  Pasha  put  in  the  mouths  of  the  men  as  they 

was  leading  through  the  channels  of  rowed.     If,  in  spite  of  these  preeau- 

the  Arcliipelago  to  do  battle  with  the  tions,  a  slave   sank  from  fatigue,  he 

fleet  of  the  Holy  League.    The  Turk-  wa3  whipped  until  it  was  evident  that 

ish  galleys    being    more  exclusively  no  further  work  was  to   be  obtained 

rowed  by  foreign  captives,  advantage  from  hira,  and  then    thrown   either 

in  a  naval    action  was  embittered  to  into  the  hold,  where,  amongst  bilge- 

the  Christian  combatants  by  the  know-  water  and  filth,  he  had  a  chance  of 

ledge  that  their  artillery,  which  mowed  recovering   his    consciousness,   or,   if 

down  their  turbaned  foes,   was  also  his  case  appeared  desperate,  into  the 

dealing  agony  and  death  amongst  fet-  sea.*' 

tered  friends  and    brethren,   who  an  p         twentv  to  twentv-mT  nAira 

hour  before  had  hailed  with  hope  and  /  rom  twenty  to  twenty-six  paira 

exultation  the  approach  of  the  flag  of  of  oars  inipelled  the  ordinary  war- 

their  country  and  their  creed."  galley*  which   was  a  vessel  of  two 

.             J       .      ^        -11      «    J  or    three    masts,  and   of    120   to 

A  second   extract     will    afford  ^^^   ^^^    burden.      Its    artUlery 

some  idea^f  what  life  at  the  oar  ^^s  mounted  on  the  forecastle  mnS 

was  like  :  poop,  and  along  its  centre  ran  the 

**The   gang    of  galley-slaves   was  gangway     above-mentioned.      A 

seated    in    close    order    on  benches  gharp  peak  was  fitted  to  the  prow 

covered  with    coarse  sacking  rudely  f^^  ramming  the  enemy ;  but,  as 

stuffed,  over  which  were  thrown  bul-    ^^   „i  «n  oJl  4?n«^k^«.  ^«     :♦  :J»^« 
i^^u«i  V;.i«-     •t^i.r^   rv«   c,;^    ^f  ^\^^^    we  snail  see  lurtner  on,  it  inter* 
locks    hides.    Five    or   six    of  tnem    *       ,  .  .     ^  -^v  ^ 

occupied  a  bench  10  or  11  feet  long,  ^^^d  in  some  instances   with  the 

To  a  footboard  beneath,  each  man  was  effects  of  the  guns  of  the  forecastle, 

attached  by  a  chain  ending  in  an  iron  and  might  be  dispensed  with.  The 

band  riveted  round  one  of  his  ankles,  galley  could  hoist  sails  when  con- 

The  benches  were   so   close  together  venient,   and   so  was  not   wholly 

that  as  one  row  of  men  pushed  for-  dependent  on  her  oars. 

ward  their  oar   the  arms  andoar  of  ^^    galeasse  was  a  larger   and 

the  row  behind  were  projected  over  ,        .    *'         i  *u      *u        n         ^ 

their  bended   backs.     The   size  and  heavier  vessel  than  the  galley,  not 

weight  of  the  oar  were  so  great  that,  so  easily   handled,   and  therefore 

except    at    the    end    where  it    was  of   more  doubtful   utility  in  fleet 

tapered  to  a  manageable  size,  it  was  actions.      Larger    still    than   the 

necessary  to  work  it  by  handles  fixed  galeasse  was  the  ship^  which  was 

to  the  side.  moved  by  sails  alone,  and  which, 

therefore,  was  a  somewhat  cum- 

"The    slaves   were  overlooked  by  brous  craft  to  the  navigaton  of 

the  boatswain.     His  place  was  on  the  the  sixteenth  century, 

gangway,  close  to  the  stemmost  oars.  There    were  also    light  vessels 

where  he  was  at    all   tunes   within  smaller  than  the  galley,  called /Wa- 

hearing  of  the  orders  of  the  captain,  afes  md  hrigantines.     We  retani 

Ss,  ?^  TaK^d  tt  ^^^  -w  to  the  dLs  of  Don  John  and 

posted,  so  that  the   conduct  of  each  hisneet. 

slave  was  under  inspection.  The  oars  Messina  was  chosen  as  the  ren- 
were  put  in  motion  or  stopped  by  the  dezvous  of  the  League's  great  fleet. 
sound  of  a  silver  whistle,  worn  by  the  We  have  not  room  for  a  catalogue 
boatswain,  who,  with  his  mates,  was  of  the  ships,  although  most  interest- 
armed  with  a  heavy  whip  of  bull's  ^  particulars  thereof  are  to  be 
sinew  to  stimulate  the  exertions  of  ^^^  j  ^^  ^  ^.^ 
the  slaves.  When  it  was  necessary  *"**"^  *"  ''^^  ^9^  **"i"  wuwu 
to  continue  the  labour  for  many  hours  ^e  are  gleaning.  We  content  our- 
without  respite,  they  would  a<lmin-  selves  with  saying  that  the  fleet 
ister,  in  addition  to  the  lash,  morsels  when  assembled   was  the  greatest 


188S.]                   The  BcTo  of  Lepanio  and  hU   Tinier.  405 

ChriBtisn  armament  tbut  bad  evei-  white   satin    and    sparkling    with 

floated  in  the  MediteTranean.     Old  jewels  ;  and  at  tLe  ball  with  whidi 

Sebastian    Veniero    was    Captain-  it  concluded,  tl)e   dancing  of   Don 

General   for  Venice,  with  Quitini  John  surprised  and  deJigbtedevery- 

and   Barbarigo  aa  Comminsaries.'  body  by  ita  spirit  and  grace.  From 

Haro  Antonio  Colonna  sailed   ae  Genoa  and   Spezia  be  despatched 

the  Papal  Admiral;  Luis  deReqne-  gentlemen  to    pay    his   respects  to 

sens,  Grand  Command^)'  of  Castile,  the  different  Italian  princes  ;  then 

had  flying  the   flag  of    the  highest  he  proceeded  to  Naples,  which,  as 

Spanish  leader  ;  Giovanni   Andrea  one  may  be   sure,  outdid  even  the 

Doria  was   over   Philiji's    Sicilian  gorgeous   pageantry  which  he  bad 

(wntingent,    and    the    Mar.juis   of  witnessed    in    other   cities.     Here 

Santa   Crus  brought    a    umiailion  be,    dressed     with    great  magnifi- 

from    Naples.     Upwardo  of    three  cence,    received  on    his    knees,  in 

hundred  snips  and  eighty  thounand  the  church  of  Santa  Chtara,  from 

men  were  under  the  onlent  of  I>on  the    hands  of  Cardinal  Granvelle, 

John.  his  baton  of    command,    and    the 

The    Captain  -  General     of     the  banner  of   the    Holy    league,  the 

League  was  one  of   the    last  com-  gift  of    the  Pope,     The  choir  and 

manders  to  arrive  at  Messina.    Ilis  the  multitude  echoed  the  "  Amen  " 

progress   thither  was    :i   series    of  with  which  the  young  commander 

magnificent  receptions  :ind  sj>ecta-  responded    to   the   Cardinal's    im- 

cles,  which  seemed  by  anticipation  pressive  blessing.     A    week    after 

to  celebrate  the   great  victory   to-  this   he    was    at    Messina.     "The 

wards  which  he    was    bnnnd.     He  combined  artillery  of  Messina  and 

travelled  on  horseback  f lomMadrid  of  Venice  and  the  Holy  See  awoke 

to  Barcelona  with  a  great  retinue,  the  echoes  of  Scylla  »nd  Charybdis 

being  received    at   evi  ry    halting-  in  honour  of    the  long-looked -for 

place  with  distinguishet]  honount :  flag  of  the  com m an dei-- in-chief   of 

the  cities  illuminating,  presenting  the  Holy  League,"   and    the  fleets 

addresses,  displaying    l>anners  and  put  to  sea. 

all  their bravery,anaflring  deafen-  Itia  worth  mentioning  here  that 

ing  peals  of  artillery.    On  the  way  Don    John,    while    he    tarried  at 

he  was  met  by  a  courier   bearing  Genoa,  seems  to  have   been  first 

an  autograph  letter  from  the  Pope  impressed  with  an  idea  which  was 

and  despatches  from  many  of  his  destined  to   be  hereafter  the  great 

generals — the  first  signs  of  the  new  desire  of    his  mind.      The   Pope, 

and  important    duties    upon  which  writing  to   exhort  him  to  undymg 

ho  was  entering.    At  Barcelona  he  effort    in    his  great    tindertaking, 

began  to  hold    conferences    and  to  promised  him    the  sovereignty  of 

issue  orders.     He  embarked  in  his  the  first  territory    that   he   should 

flag-ship   under  great  salutes,  re-  wrest  from  the  Turks.   After  that, 

mained  a  day  or   two   in   harbour,  the  young  hero   never    let  go  the 

and  then  sailed   for  Genoa,  where  belief  that  he  was  to  win  a  king, 

he  was  received  on    the    quay    by  dom — somewhere;  which  was  qpite 

the    Doge    and    signiory.      At  a  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions 

splendid  entertainment  here  given  of  old  romance, 

to    him  by  Doria   were    fifty-two  Particulars,  we   suspect,  are  not 

ladies,  all  dressed    in    crimson  and  forthcomingofthe  composition  and 

'  The  Commissary  was  a  high  officer,  ranking  immediately  after  the  Com- 
mander.    Barltarjgo  commanded  Don  John's  left  wing  at  Lepanto. 
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numbers  of  the  Turkish  fleet  which  the  enemy   as   much   as  possible, 

fought  at  Lepanto.      There  were  without  staking  everything   upon 

f  alleys  to  the  number  of  two  hun-  the  issue  of  a  fleet  action  ;  ana  to 
red  and  fifty  or  thereabouts,  and  use  any  opportunity  that  might 
a  following  of  smaller  craft.  Al-  present  itself  of  capturing  squad- 
together,  the  Infidels  had  a  more  rons  or  seizing  seaports.  The 
numerous  fleet ;  but  they  had  not  counsellors  who  thus  spoke  and 
ships  so  powerful  as  the  League's  wrote,  knew  of  course  full  well 
heaviest,  and  their  artillery  was  that  the  Pope's  heart  was  set 
less  efPective.  Ali  Pasha  was  in  upon  inflicting,  with  the  great 
command.  Hassan  Pasha,  who  armament,  a  signal  punishment  on 
had  been  viceroy  of  Algiers  ;  Ma-  the  heathen  ;  also  that  it  was 
homet  Sirocco  Pasha,  Governor  of  matter  of  life  or  death  to  Venice, 
Alexandria ;  and  Hamet  Bey,  whether  the  power  of  the  Turk 
Governor  of  Negropont,  were  his  should  or  should  not  now  be  effec- 
chief  ofticers.  Aluch  Ali,  viceroy  tually  broken.  Yet  it  was  their 
of  Algiers,  commanded  the  squad-  selfish  policy  to*  give  little  heed  to 
ron  of  his  province.  the  needs  or  wishes  of  Spain's 
In  one  respect  the  Sultan's  fleet  allies,  and  to  act  solely  with  a 
had  an  immense  advantage  over  view  to  the  interests  of  Spain  her- 
its  antagonist  fleet.  Every  captain  self.  Now  Don  John  was  a  very 
in  it  obeyed  the  will  of  one  man,  young  man,  and,  though  Captain- 
and  had  no  desire  but  for  such  a  General  of  the  Lea^e,  he  was  also 
result  as  would  give  the  greatest  the  brother  of  the  ffing  of  Spain, 
satisfaction.  Whereas,  m  the  It  is  therefore  highly  to  his  honour, 
allied  fleet  of  the  League,  every  that  in  these  the  early  days  of  his 
admiral  wa^  solicitous  for  the  expedition  he  put  from  him  selfish 
honour  of  his  own  flag,  and  the  and  partial  considerations,  and  de- 
advantage  of  his  own  nation.  This  termmed  to  carry  out  loyally  the 
inherent  weakness,  the  source  of  great  designs  of  the  League  ;  and 
much  trouble  and  danger,  would  that  he  assured  Veniero  and  Col- 
have  been  fatal,  had  it  not  been  onna  of  his  determination  tp  seek 
rectified  by  the  tact,  courtesy,  and  the  enemy  for  the  purpose  of  bring- 
determination  of  Don  John  of  ing  him  to  action. 
Austria.  Don  John  now  issued  special 
Before  the  fleets  left  Messina,  and  detailed  instructions  to  the 
Don  John  was  assailed  bjr  a  per-  fleet,  which  were  to  regulate  the 
plexity  in  which  the  mind  of  a  discipline,  the  order  of  sailing,  and 
weaker  man  would  certainly  have  especially  to  govern  officers  in  a 
been  misled.  He  Became  aware  general  action  with  the  enemy. 
that  the  old  Spanish  officers  were  After  that,  the  great  forest  of 
very  much  disposed  to  avoid  a  masts  left  the  harbour,  and  pro- 
battle,  at  any  rate  for  some  time,  ceeded,  by  what  we  should  call 
They  thought  that  the  interests  very  easy  cruises,  to  Corfu.  Here 
and  the  reputation  of  Spain  would  intelligence,  on  which  the  chiefs 
suflFer  more  by  a  defeat  or  a  dis-  thought  they  could  rely,  was 
advantage  than  they  could  gain  by  received  to  the  effect  that  the 
a  victory.  They  were  impressed  Turkish  fleet  was  somewhere  in  the 
by  the  belief   that  the  Infidel  fleet  Gulf  of  Lepanto.     Hereupon  was 

was  far  more  powerful  than  that  of  called  a  council  of  war,  which  was 

the  League.     Their  courisel,  there-  numerously  attended,  and  wherein 

fore,  was  to   observe  and   impede  it  was  earnestly  debated  whether, 
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now  that  the  enemy  was  apparent-  that  the  arms  were  not  very  good 

ly  within   reach,   battle  should  be  nor  the  hands  very  steady, 

offered  to  him  at  once.     The  same  It   took    some     days   to    reach 

timid   counsels    which    had  been  Lepanto,  although  everything  was 

heard  at  Messina  were  again  plenti-  done   to   save  time.     During  this 

fully  offered,  and  now,  in  the  criti-  interval,  fresh  reports  were  receiv- 

cal  moment,  many  minds — usually  ed   of  the  Turks  being    still    at 

firm    enough — shrank     from    the  Lepanto.     And  then  came  another 

enormous  hazard  of  a  general  battle,  fearful  report,  brought  by  a  cruiser 

The   Captain-General    is  said    by  from   Candia,   which  told  how   a 

every  chronicler  but   one,   to  have  consummately   cruel  massa<^re    of 

advocated   immediate    action.     In  noble  Venetians,    attended  by    a 

this   opinion   he    was   strenuously  gross  violation  of  a  compact,  had 

supported   by    the   Venetian   and  lately  been   perpetrated   at  Fama- 

Papal  admirals.     The  three  chiefs  gosta,  in  Cyprus.     Every  soul  in 

carried   the    council    with   them  ;  the    fleet,    but     especially    every 

and  it  was  now  known  throughout  Venetian,  was  struck  with  horror 

the   fleet  that   the  great  struggle  and  wrought  to  fury  by  the  recital 

would  immediately  be  made.  of  the   barbarous  crime  ;  and   all 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolve,  the  vowed  to  retaliate  upon  the  Infidel 
ships  made  for  a  harbour  on  the  the  wrongs  which  the  servants  of 
Albanian  coast ;  and  here  Don  the  Republic  had  suffered.  The 
John's  temper  was  sorely  tried  by  news  could  scarcely  have  arrived 
some  acts  of  ruffianism,  and  in-  more  opportunely, 
deed  of  insubordination,  which  On  Sunday  the  7th  of  October 
were  committed  by  the  Venetian  1571,  the  combined  fleets  of  the 
Veniero.  The  fiery  old  chieftain  Holy  League  entered  the  Gulf  of 
bad,  in  a  fit  of  rage,  hanged  at  his  Lepanto  in  search  of  the  enemy, 
yard-arms  some  Spaniards  who  had  The  forethought  of  Don  John  had 
been  lent  him  from  the  royal  forces  not  only  prescribed  the  order  of 
to  complete  his  muster-rolls.  He  battle,  but  had  likewise  caused  ex- 
had  done  this  without  reference  to  cellent  arrangements  to  be  made 
the  Captain-General.  The  proceed-  in  each  vessel  for  facilitating  the 
ing  might  have  been  followed  by  movements  of  the  warriors  and 
disastrous  consequences  but  for  the  for  giving  refreshment  to  the  fa- 
extreme  self-control  exhibited  by  tigued  and  aid  to  the  wounded. 
Don  John,  who  would  not,  in  pres-  He  caused  nettings  to  be  put  up 
ence,  as  it  were,  of  the  foe,  allow  to  baffle  attempts  at  boarding  ; 
any  dispute  to  interfere  with  the  and  he  remoVed  the  sharp  beaks 
great  work  which  had  been  taken  of  his  galleys,  by  which  arrange- 
on  hand.  After  reflecting  on  the  ment,  though  he  lost  the  power  of 
matter,  he  expressed  his  displeas-  ramming,  he  gained  great  com- 
ure,  and  forbade  Veniero  to  take  mand  for  his  forecastle  guns — in- 
his  place  at  the  council  board.  deed  he  gained  much  more  than  he 

In  this   harbour   Don   John  re-  relinquished.     Scouts  on  shore  and 

viewed  his   fleet,   and  we  are   in-  lookout-men    at    the    mast-heads 

formed  that  many  men  were  acci-  strained  their  gaze  in    search  of 

dentally  [killed    by  careless  firing  hostile  sails  ;  and  it  was  not  long 

in  the  salutes  with  which  he  was  re-  before  the    leading  ships   of  the 

ceived.     Soldiers  and  sailors  were,  Sultan's  fleet  were  described.     All 

it  appears,  continually  lost  to  the  was  now  ardent  expectation  until 

.  service  in  this  way — which  argues  the  hulks  of  the  great  body  of  the 
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ships  were  above  the  horizon,  and  the  battle.  Bat  he  answered 
it  was  apparent  that  the  Turks  shortly  and  oourteoasly  that  the 
meant  fighting  as  determinedly  as  question  of  fighting  had  been  de- 
the  Christians.  Then  the  banner  cided  at  Corfu,  and  that  the  time 
of  the  League  was  run  up  to  the  for  action  had  come.  Don  John, 
maintop  of  the  Captain-General,  sheathed  in  complete  armour,  now 
and  a  gun  from  the  flag-ship  was  went  on  board  a  light  frigate,  and 
the  signal  to  prepare  for  action,  in  her  passed  rapidly  along  the 
The  enthusiasm  was  now  intense,  whole  force  which  sailed  to  the 
and  the  eager  shouts  pealing  from  right  of  his  flag-ship  ;  while  Re- 
all  the  ships  together,  woke  the  quesens,  his  second  in  command, 
thousand  echoes  of  the  gulf  in  pre-  made  a  similar  passage  along  the 
sentiment  of  victory.*  left.     They  spoke  a  few  words  of 

Rapidly  the  ships  formed  three  encouragement  to  the  oflScers  and 
divisions  in  line.  Doria  command-  men,  and  in  that  way  roused  the 
ed  that  on  the  right  ;  Barbarigo  ardour  of  the  crews  to  the  highest 
that  on  the  left ;  in  the  centre  was  pitch.  And  Don  John,  remember- 
Don  John  himself,  supported  by  mg  the  estrangement  which  there 
Veniero  and  Colonna.  Santa  Cruz  had  been  between  himself  and  the 
followed  with  a  reserve  squadron.  Venetian  admiral,  did  not  fail  to 
In  front  of  the  whole  line  were  pass  in  this  supreme  moment  un- 
to wed  some  heavily  armed  gaU  der  the  stem  of  Veniero's  galley, 
easseSy  which  were  expected  to  do  and  to  reciprocate  some  words  of 
much  execution  on  the  enemy's  first  kindness  with  the  hot-tempered 
closing,  as  he  was  not  provided  veteran, 
with  heavy  ships  of  that  build.  As  the  distance  decreased,  the 

On  the  Turkish  side  the  admiral  Turks   made  all    the    noise    they 

directed  the  centre  ;  the  Pasha  of  could,  by  shouting,  screaming,  the 

Alexandria  the  right ;  and  Aluch  clang  of  arms  and  of  cymbals,  and 

Ali,  the  Algerine,   the  left.     The  by   useless   discharge   of  firearms^ 

smaller  craft  were  in  rear.     The  In  contrast  to   all  this  savage  din, 

Turks,  as  well   as  the   Christians,  the  crews  of  the  League  preserved 

were  in  high  spirits,  and  confident  a  stern     silence.     A    crucifix   was 

of  victory.  elevated  in  the  flag-ship,  then  in 

After  the  fleets  were  in  sight  of  all  the  other  vessels  ;  and   every 

each  other,  there  were  still  many  man,  fromXhe  Commander-in-Chief 

miles  of  sea  to  be  passed  before  downward,  knelt  in  adoration  and 

they  could  be  at  fighting  distance  ;  implored  the  help  of  Heaven.  This 

so  that  there  was  time  to  make  all  ceremony  over,  the  Christian  tmm- 

necessary  preparations.  The  chiefs  pets  sounded  and  the  bands  played. 

of  the   expedition   repaired  to  the  Don  John,  and  some  of  his  younger 

flag-ship  to  receive  last  orders  ;  and,  officers,  are  said  to  have  danced  on 

even  now,  with  the  enemy  in  sight,  the  deck  in  the   revelry  of  their 

there  were  some  counsellors  who  brimming  spirits.     But   the   time 

would  have  had   Don  John   avoid  for  earnest  work  was  now  at  hand* 

1  '*  Rarely  in  history  had  so  gorgeous  a  scene  of  martial  array  been  witnessed. 
An  October  sun  gilded  the  thousand  beauties  of  an  Ionian  landscape.  Athens 
and  Corinth  were  behind  the  combatants  ;  the  mountains  of  Alexander's  Hacedon 
rose  in  the  distance  ;  the  rock  of  Sappho  and  the  heights  of  Actium  were  before 
their  eyes.  Since  the  day  when  the  world  had  been  lost  and  won  boieath  that 
famous  promontory,  no  such  combat  as  the  one  now  approaching  haddwen  fought 
upon  the  waves." — Motley's  Rise  of  the  Dutch  Republic,  Part  V.  chap.  L  ^ 
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The  battle  was  joined  with  the  early  in  tbo  battle,  and  it  went  hard 
greatest  ardour.  In  the  winga  for  a  time  with  his  division.  But 
there  waseome  mantEuvring,  either  his  crews  were  Venetian,  animated 
side  hoping  to  gain  an  advantage  not  only  by  a  thirst  for  honour,  but 
by  seamanship  ;  but  in  the  centre  abo  by  an  implacable  desire  of 
the  ships  sought  each  other  with  vengeance  for  the  diabolical  cru- 
direct  and  fearful  attack.  They  ellies  inflicted  on  their  country- 
came  on  with  sparkling  armour,  men  in  Cyprus.  Tliey  rallied  and 
many-colonredplumcB,floatingban-  turned  the  tide  of  battle.  They 
nets — a  glorious  sight,  whiob  was  neither  asked  nor  gavo  quarter. 
«oon  to  be  turned  to  a  ruin  of  death  The  Pasha  of  Alexandria  fell,  as 
and  wreck.  Oni'e  the  lines  were  did  nearly  all  his  cbiefs  and  cap- 
^ugaged,  the  battle  was  a  collection  tains.  There  was  no  withstanding 
of  combats  of  yessels  in  pairs.  The  the  Venetian  fury.  At  last  the 
commanderseought  each  other,  and  Turkish  right  wing  was  in  as  bad 
the  encounter  of  the  flag-ships  is  ease  as  the  TurkisTi  centre, 
that  which  is  shown  to  us  as  the  If  there  were  any  remissness  in 
most  brilliant  and  obstinate  of  the  tbe  Christian  host  it  was  in  Don 
day.  As  the  deck  on  either  side  John's  right  wing,  where  Doria 
was  cleared  by  balls,  or  arrows,  or  was  either  over-cautious  or  over- 
by  the  rush  ot  the  boarders,  it  was  matched  in  seamanship  ;  for  tbe 
remanned  from  some  of  the  smaller  Viceroy  of  Algiers  contrived  to 
craft,  and  the  battle  renewed.  So  get  round  his  flank  and  finally  to 
it  was  with  the  ships  all  over  the  escape,  beiog  one  of  tbe  very  few 
fleet.  The  slaucbter  was  immense.  Pasbaa  who  came  safe  and  sound 
The  decks  ran  blood  and  reddened  out  of  this  fiercely  fought  battle, 
tbe  waters.  Pity  was  not  there.  The  battle  began  about  half  an 
Tbe  disabled,  the  wounded,  were  hour  after  noon  and  ended  at  four 
slain  and  caat  to  the  waves.  One  o'clock,  by  which  time  death,  car- 
has  seldom  read  of  such  havoc.  nagc,  and  wreck  made  tbe  face  of 

The  first  great  witness  of  victory  the  bay  for  miles  such  a  scone  as 
was  seen  in  the  hauling  down  of  has  been  seldom  witnessed  in  the 
the  standard  of  the  Prophet  on  history  of  the  world,  Notwith- 
board  the  Turkish  flag-ship,  and  standingthe  destruction,  enormous 
the   running  up  of  a  cross  in  its    spoil  was  acquired  br  the  victora, 

?lace.  Tbe  Infidel  admiral  had  for  the  Turks  of  all  ranks  had  a 
alien,  had  been  put  to  death,  and  habit  of  taking  their  money  to  sea 
bis  galley  was  taken.  In  almost  with  them,  as  well  aa  wares  of  the 
every  combat  the  result  was  against  richest  and  most  splendid  kind, 
the  Turks,  who  fought  bravely  and  Prisoners,  held  to  ransom  or  sold 
obstinately,  nevertheless.  Their  for  slaves,  were  also  productive  of 
ships  were  sunk  or  their  crews  an  immense  booty.  Two  sons  of 
were  destroyed.  As  the  League  the  Turkish  admiral  were' taken 
began  to  get  the  upper  band,  two  alive  in  one  of  the  captured  ships. 
Christian  ships  could  often  assail  Tbey  were  disposed  of  by  Don 
one  Turkish  galley,  and  so  make  John  as  his  own  prize,  and  be 
sure  of  overpowering  it.  The  sue-  generously  protected  them.  One 
cess  of  the  centre  of  the  combined  died  in  Italy,  the  other  he  set  at 
fleets  had  scarcely  been  doubtful  liberty.  Indeed,  his  behaviour, 
from  the  first.  with  regard  to  the  results  of  the 

It  was  otherwise  with  tbe  wingB.  great  sea-fight,  was  eminently 
Barbarigo  was  wounded  to  death    generous  and  cbivalroos. 
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Many  wonderful  acts  of  Individ-  for  words  in  the  mouth  of  every 

ual  heroism  are  recorded,  but  the  one.     The  victor  was,  foraseason^ 

particulars  of  most   of  them   are  at  the  very  summit  of  European 

very  harrowing,  and  we  do  not  feel  fame.     He  sent  the  green  standard 

disposed  to  repeat   the   detail   of  of  the  Prophet  to  King  Philip,  the 

them.     The  not-unmatched  adven-  Sultan's  banner  to  the  Pope,  and 

ture  of  a  female  sailor  and  warrior  letters  of  felicitation  to  the  £m- 

havingserved  all  through  the  action  peror  and    the   Doge  of  Venice, 

is   an  incident  of  liepanto.      An-  But  one  reads  with  pleasure  that, 

other  noteworthy  incident  is  that  in  the  hour  of  his  supreme  success^ 

the  author  of  *  Don  Quixote '  was  he  wrote  a    special    despatch    to 

a  combatant  and  was  wounded  in  gentle  Dona  Magdalena. 

the  fight.     It  could  hardly    have  After  a  few  rather  feeble  essays 

occurred  to  any  mind  in  the  vast  after    further    action,    the    -fleets 

Christian  armament  that  a  private  separated    and    sailed    to    winter 

sentinel  there  present  would  short-  quarters,  Don  John  returning   to 

ly  with  his  quill  win  a  fame  which  Messina. 

would  spread  farther  than,  and  last  Religion,  sculpture,  painting, 
as  long  as,  ,the  renown  of  their  poetry  had  now  only  one  subject, 
great  admiral !  Sword  and  pen,  the  victory  and  the  victors  of 
we  perceive,  were  represented  in  Lepanto.  The  capitals  of  the 
this  great  fight,  each  by  one  of  its  south  of  Europe  shone  and  re- 
most  glorious  votaries.  The  Cap-  sounded  with  the  signs  of  tri- 
tain-General,  in  his  despatches,  umpli.  Holiday  was  universally 
greatly  extolled  the  gallantry  of  indulged  in,  and  Church  cere- 
all  under  his  command.  He  was  monies  shared  with  brilliant  fetes 
four-and-twenty  years  of  age  ;  he  the  waking  hours  of  civic  multi- 
had  won  a  sea-battle  which  must  tudes.  Presents,  decorations,  ad- 
always  be  famous  ;  and  his  own  dresses  were  events  of  every  day. 
courage  and  conduct  had  contrib-  An  ovation  was  decreed  to  Co- 
uled  in  a  principal  degree  to  the  lonna  in  the  Eternal  City  ;  and 
glorious  issue.  now  it  was  that   Pope  Pius  made 

To  obtain  any  idea  of  the  furor  his  remarkable  application  of  the 
which  this  victory  awakened  all  Scriptural  passage,  "Fuit  homo 
over  Europe,  it  is  necessary  first  to  missus  a  Deo,  cm  nomen  erat  Jo- 
realise  the  terror  inspired  by  the  annes."  Don  John's  first  recep- 
Turks  of  those  days,  when  the  tion,  and  a  magnificent  one  it  was. 
Grand  Signior  was  not  "  a  sick  was  given  to  him  at  Messina.  It 
man,"  but  the  most  formidable  and  was  only  the  first  of  manv  tributes, 
most  dreaded  of  potentates.  Per-  in  offering  which  the  cities  of  the 
haps  the  relief  which  the  victory  South  vied  with  each  other  in 
of  the  Nile  brought  to  the  despair  pomp  and  in  the  attribution  of 
of  the  Western  Powers,  then  praise.  The  young  conqueror^s. 
aghast  at  the  prevailing  fury  of  the  head  was  not  turned  with  all  the 
French  Revolution,  comes  near  to  worship  that  he  received,  which 
that  which  followed  Lepanto.  The  shows  how  strong  and  well-bal- 
cannon  of  Nelson,  as  historians  anced  a  head  it  was.  But  the 
assure  us,  resounded  over  all  head,  without  any  flightiness,  and 
Europe  ;  in  the  same  way,  and  for  with  the  highest  warrant  for  the 
a  similar  reason,  the  cannon  and  dream,  did  now  seriously  incline 
the  achievement  of  Don  John  were  to  the  belief  that  it  would  shortly 
the  great  theme  of  the  time,  were  be  surmounted  by    a    territorial 
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crown.     This  seemed  in  that  ro-  part  peaceably,  in  the  enjoyment 

mantic  age  the  proper  outcome  of  of    his    fame.      He   was  charged 

events.       The    public    mind   was  with  the  conduct  of  affairs  in  vari- 

agreed   that  a  kingdom  must  be  ous  places,   and    he   retained   his 

found  for  the  hero.     Where  the  naval    command.      He    made    an 

kingdom  was  to  be,  or  how  it  was  easy  capture  of  Tunis,  and  placed 

to  be  instituted,  was  not  so  clearly  on  its  throne  a  king  who  ,was  to 

understood.    Some  Albanians,  who  rule  under   the  protection '  of  the 

believed  that  the  Turkish  rule  on  King  of  Spain ;  but  this  acquisition 

the   shore  of  the   Adriatic  would  remained  to  Spain  only  for  a  short 

now  be  immediately  ended,  came  time,  as  Tunis  was  retaken  by  the 

and  offered  their  homage  to  Don  Turks.      The  occupations  ot   the 

John,  and  he  was  not  mdisposed  young   general  seem,  however,  to 

to    accept    it ;     but    his    brother  have  left  him  time  for  participating 

Philip  did  not  enter  very  heartily  very   frequently  in   amusements  ; 

into   the  project,  and  events  fell  and  of  many  of  these,  our  author, 

out   far  otherwise    than   was   ex-  as  we  think,  has  done  well  to  speak 

pected  immediately  after  Lepanto.  at  some  length.     The  shows  called 

Indeed  the  conclusion  of  the  masques  were  often  the  principal 
Holy  League  was  lame  and  im-  entertainments,  and  they  entered 
potent,  in  no  wise  corresponding  into  and  formed  part  of  pleas- 
to  the  vigorous  achievement  which  ures  and  sports  which,  in  other 
had  marked  its  beginning.  In  times,  would  probably  have  dis- 
1572,  Pope  Pius,  the  soul  of  the  pensed  with  them.  For  instance, 
confederation,  died.  His  successor  balls  and  tournaments  were  incom- 
was  most  zealous  in  liia  endeavour  plete  if  not  largely  decorated  with 
to  repel  the  Infidel,  but  the  cru-  allegorical  figures  and  devices., 
sading  spirit  and  power  seemed  Dancing  was  a  very  favourite 
not  to  be  in  him.  Through  that  amusement  of  Don  John  ;  and 
summer  again  the  great  fleets  very  splendid  balls  were  given  to 
were  at  sea,  but  they  did  nothing  him  in  many  of  the  cities  to  which 
of  importance,  and  the  great  op-  his  duties  called  him.  At  Pia- 
portunity  of  striking  while  the  cenza  a  magnificent  tournament 
enemy  was  discouraged  by  the  was  held  by  the  Duke  of  Parma  in 
victory  of  Lepanto  was  lost.  There  his  honour  as  the  first  knight  in 
was  no  triumph  to  record  for  Christendom ;  the  account  of  it  i& 
1572  ;  and  before  operations  could  interesting,  as  showing  how  this 
be  undertaken  in  1573,  Venice  had  pastime  of  nobles  and  knights  had 
made  a  separate  peace  with  the  changed  its  character  since  the 
Turks,  thus  shamefully  deserting  times  when  it  was  thought  to  be  a 
her  allies.  Therefore,  as  no  other  serious,  as  it  was  certainly  a  some- 
Power  had  shown  any  anxiety  to  what  sanguinary  diversion. .  The 
enter  the  League,  that  holy  com-  Duke's  passage  of  arms  may  not 
bination,  so  solemnly  and  vaunt-  unfairly  be  bracketed  with  a  tour- 
ingly  inaugurated,  came  of  neces-  nament  which  was  held  in  Scot- 
sity  to  an  end.  Its  banner  was  land  in  this  nineteenth  century, 
hauled  down,  and  Don  John  ran  The  military  pageant  wasj  for- 
up  his  flag  as  Spanish  General  of  mally  brought  to  pass  by  the  ac- 
the  Sea  once  more.                      •  tion   of    a    challenger,   who    pro- 

For  a  year  or  two  after  the  dis-  claimed  to  all  the  world  of  chivalry 

solution  of  the  Holy  League,  Don  the    charms    and    virtues   of    his 

John's  life  passed,  for  the  most  mistress,   and   who    undertook  to 
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meet  in  arms  any  and  every  cliani-  fathers  as  they  were  called,  in  crim- 
pion  who  might  wish  to  dispute  son  and  cloth-of -gold.  Last  of  all  came 
this  lady's  pre-eminence  on  behalf  ^*^e  Knight  of  Destiny  himself,  resplen- 
of  an  V  other  lady,  on  Thursday,  dent  m  crimson  and  gold,  with  a  mighty 
*u  on* I  r  T  /  .T.^  •  plume  of  white  and  crimson,  and 
the  29th  of  July,  tour  prizes  Uring  on  his  arm  a  shield,  on  which 
were  offered  :  one  to  him  who  ^ero  depicted  the  seven  stan  forming 
fehould^  best  break  a  lance  ;  one  to  Charles's  Wain,  with  the  motto  Ip9o 
the  best  swordsman  ;  a  third  to  ducente.  Reining  in  his  steeds  before 
the  best  knight  in  the  general  the  royal  box.  Time  recited  some 
combat ;  another  to  him  who  verses,  in  which  he  informed  the  pub- 
should  be  most  bravelv  equipped.  1!\^^'5S*^>'  ^t^.^T''"'^  w  ^^'S^' 
A  *•!•*•  ••  *  A  *i  ho  had  brouffht  thither  a  knight  who, 
A  notifacation  w^  given  of  the  for  the  sake  of  his  lady,  was  about  ti 
strokes  that  would  be  considered  display  prowess  such  as  the  world  had 
foul.  A  master  of  the  tournament  never  yet  Injheld.  Tlie  cavalcade 
was  appointed.  Judges  were  uom-  then  passed  round  the  list,  and  the 
inated.  And  it  was  made  known  defender  placed  himself  in  his  appoint- 
to  what    distinguished    men   and  ^d  station. '^ 

their  retainers  would  be  confided  His  pageant  was  followed  by 
the  keepiiig*of  the  lists.  many  more  such,  whereof  one 
Don  John  was  received  at  group  was  expressly  intended  to 
Piacenza  by  his  entertainers  with  symbolise  the  victory  of  I^panto. 
much  splendour  and  ceremony.  "The  judicious  Knight  made  his 
There  was  a  perpetual  feU  during  entry  in  the  bowels  of  a  moving 
his  stay  ;  and  on  the  29th  July,  mountain,  up  which  Sisyphus  was 
according  to  appointment,  the  seen  rolling  his  intractable  stone." 
tournament  took  place.  It  were  An  enchanted  tower,  which  burst 
too  long  to  tell  here  of  all  the  asunder  and  vanished  in  a  blaze 
allegorical  and  martial  figures  of  fireworks,  came  to  delight  the 
which  graced  the  meeting  ;  but  spectators  ;  and  .the  car  of  Jove 
we  may  assist  our  readers  to  form  himself  was  there,  with  a  hundred 
an  idea  of  the  whole  sight  if  we  other  triumphs  of  art. 
cite  the  appearance  of  the  chal-  Don  John  sate  beside  the  Portu- 
lenger,  who,  by  the  way,  chose  to  guese  Infanta  while  the  pageant 
call  himself  "the  Destined  Knight."  was  unfolding;  but,  on  the  en- 
He  was  trance  of  three  dashing  knights 
"preceded  by  four  drummers  and  who  were  going  to  contend,  his 
four  trumpeters  in  re<l  and  white  Highness  was  seized  with  an  over- 
liveries,  sounding  their  warlike  notes  powering  desire  to  enter  the  lists 
before  a  car  or  an  architecturally  de-  with  them,  which  he  presently  did. 
corated  platform  on  which  stood  three  "All  came  in  black  armour  inlaid 
figures  representing  the  three  taU«,  ^,j^,^  ,^  rpj^^  ^  ^  ^j^  ^ 
attire<l  m  vanous  8yml)olical  colours.  °  t^  t  i.  ?  i-i  l 
In  addition  to  the  seven  planets  which  ^^J^^^^  ^^^  .  J<>'1"  Tf^  ^\,  *>'^f 
formed  the  diadem  of  the  Fate  Clotho,  I>l«raes  garnished  with  gold,  with 
seven  >)eautiful  boys  were  arranged  certain  yellow  and  white  bander- 
round  th(*  oar  as  the  representatives  oles,  and  a  single  long  drooping 
of  Saturn  and  his  companion  stars,  white  feather.  .  .  .  His  High- 
Thv   black  an<l  white   horses   which  ^ess  wore  breeches,  cut  in  sailor's 

^"^rj^^  ""^  ^""^  'J^''^"  •?• ""  "'^"  fashion,  ot  black  velvet  richlr 
dressed  as  Tune.  The  machine  was  ^  i  V  •  u  j  n  n  A 
followed  by  a  couple  of  pages  in  red  worked  in  gold  and  silver.  It 
and  white,  carrving  the  lance  and  the  seems  to  have  been  a  very  barm- 
gauntlets  of  their  master.  Then  came  lew*  jousting.  Don  John  got  thft 
two  gentlemen,  his  seconds,  or  god-  prize  for  the  lanoe^    There  was  a 
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melee^  and  some  sword-play,  mak-  been    King-Consort   of   England, 

ing,  we  doubt  not,  glorious  diver-  entertained    serious    thoughts    of 

sion.  overthrowing       the       Protestant 

The  purple  light    in  which  he*  Queen  ;  but   he  does  not  appear, 

basked  for  only  a  few  months  was  when  the  temptation  was  first  sug- 

the  sole  recompense  of  his  surpass-  gested    to    Don    John,    to    have 

ing  achievement.     The  kind  fairy,  wished  his  brother  to  be  an  actor 

while  he  was  enjoying  himself  m  in  that   business — knowing  which 

Italy,  had  come  to  the  term  of  her  disinclination,  the  hero  of  Lepanto 

glittering    endowments.       A    less  again  cast   his  eyes  over  the  Le- 

benevolent  spirit    was    about    to  vant  and  the  shores  of  the  Medi- 

take  her  place.     And  the  favoured  terranean  generally,  in  search  of  a 

knight  who   had   been  wafted   to  realm.     He  thought  it  not  impos- 

rank  and  fame  by  the  quickest  and  sible  that  out  of  the  Italian  States, 

easiest  ^f  ascents,  was  now,  after  a  or  even  out  of  some  of  the  Spanish 

brief  enjoyment  of  silken  pleasures,  dominions,  a  kingdom    might  be 

to     become    acquainted,     ere  his  carved  for  him. 

youth  had  passed,  with  adversity —  But  Philip  was    overruled    by 

to  drag  out  his  few  days  in  labour  events,  and  he  felt  compelled   ere 

and  sorrow — and  to  sink  below  the  long  to  look  with  some  favour  on 

horizon  ere    the   noontide    of  his  the  project  of  marrying  Don  John 

manhood.  to  the  Scottish  Queen.      He  made 

With  Tunis  was  lost  a  possible  no  progress  at  all  in  pacifying  the 
kingdom  for  Don  John,  who  had  Low  Countries,  and  the  sudden 
conceived  the  idea  of  makmg  it  death  of  his  lieutenant  there  ren- 
the  capital  of  his  dominion.  He  dered  necessary  a  new  appoint- 
had  not,  however,  long  suffered  ment  to  the  viceroyalty  of  those 
the  frustration  of  his  hopes  in  that  dominions.  Not  unnaturally,  now 
direction  before  another  day  dream  that  operations  by  sea  were  not 
which  seemed  full  of  promise  was  being  prosecuted  with  much  vig- 
set  before  him.  Some  wandering  our,  the  King  turned  to  his  now 
English  and  Irish  Catholics  made  famous  half-brother,  as  his  best  re- 
proposals  to  him  to  raise  an  army  source  for  ensuring  the  able  gov- 
lor  the  purpose  of  invading  Eng-  emment  of  the  Netherlands.  Ac- 
land  or  Ireland,  and,  by  the  aid  cordingly,  he  informed  him  of  the 
of  the  native  Papists,  conquering  employment  which  he  designed  for 
those  kingdoms.  He  was  to  de-  him,  and  desired  that  he  would  set 
liver  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  from  off  with  dispatch,  because  a  com- 
captivity,  set  her  on  the  throne  of  mander  was  urgently  required 
Elizabeth,  and  then  marry  her.  there — and  with  secrecy  and  with- 
The  Pope,  as  he  was  informed,  out  parade,  because  a  quiet  and 
would  certainly  second  his  efforts  unostentatious  appearance  among 
to  win  back  the  British  Isles  to  the  Netherlands  might  be  evi- 
the  Catholic  faith ;  moreover,  the  dence  that  the  new  commander 
overthrow  of  Queen  Elizabeth  threw  himself  into  their  midst 
would  remove  one  of  the  chief  without  hostility  or  suspicion, 
supports  of  the  rebellion  against  The  King  was  under  the  impres- 
his  brother  Philip,  which  had  been  sion  (which  proved  to  be  a  most 
for  a  long  time  active  in  the  erroneous  one)  that  ships  and 
Netherlands.  There  is  no  doubt  troops,  ostensibly  assembled  in  the 
that  the  King  of  Spain  who  had,  Netherlands  for  the  repression  of 
as  ''  bloody  "  Mary's  husband,  once  insurrection,    might  be   available 
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for  the  invasion    of    the   British  He  sometimes  cajoled  and  de* 
Islands  ;  and  he  now  sanctioned  an  ceived,  he  sometimes  bullied.     He 
attempt  in  this  direction,  lending,  tried    to    rule    through    Cardinal 
at  the  same  time,  his  countenance  Granvelle,   and    he  tried  to  rule 
to  the  project  of  the  marriage  of  through  the  Duke  of  Alva.      All 
Queen  Mary  to  John  of  Austria,  his  attempts  failed,  as  they  could 
Elizabeth  was  believed  by  Philip  not  but  do,   they  were  so  ill  ex* 
to  be  the  real  mover  and  supporter  ecuted,   owing    principally  to  bis 
of  the   insurrection    in    the  Low  own  shortcomings.   Alva  bad  been 
Countries.      It  was   therefore  re-  withdrawn  after  failure.      Reqne- 
garding   her  as  a  political  enemy  sens,  whom  ive  saw  as  Don  John's 
and  not  only  as  a  heretic,  that  he  lieutenant  at  Lepanto,  succeeded 
began   to  entertain   designs  upon  him,  made  one  or  two  efforts  in 
her  power,  of  which  the  Invincible  the  field,  and  then  died  suddenly. 
Armada  was  the  great  and  final  The  King's  cause  was  already  lost, 
outcome.  and  the  King  had  not  acquired  one 
The  troubles  of  King  Philip  in  wise  idea  as  to  the  reason  of  his  f  ali- 
bis Netherland  dominions  may  be  ure,  when  he  called  on  his  brother 
said  in  brief  to  have  sprung  mainly  to  go  and  assume  the  viceroyalty. 
from  religious  intolerance  and  from  Don  John  did  not  know  that* he 
his  having  introduced  the  Inquisi-  was  going  to  his  detriment  and  bis 
tion  into  those  provinces.     He  was  death  when  he  set  out  for  his  new 
ignorant  of  the  people   whose  re-  charge  ;  but  he  knew  much  better 
ligion  he  sought  to  dictate  to  them,  than  the  King  did  how  little  chance 
He  knew  not    how    to  conciliate  he  had  of  winning  honour^  and  he 
them.      He  seems,    moreover,    to  went   unwillingly.       Perhaps   the 
have  had  but  a  sorry  idea  of  how  poor  ho))e  of  fiary's  crown,  to  be 
to  override  and  crush  them  ;  for,  obtained   through    a  Spanbh    in- 
want  of  despatch,  a  short  supply  vasion  and    an   English  rising  of 
of  money,  and  scarcity  of  muni-  Catholics,  was  his  secret  encourage- 
tions  of  war,  caused  many  of  his  ment  to  try  his  best.      The  King, 
tyrannical  enterprises  to  miscarry,  somewhat  alarmed  at  the  critical 
'^rhough  he  studied  the  arts  of  dis-  state  of  things,  would  have  had 
simulation  and  of  des])Otism,  noth-  his  new   viceroy  set  off  at  once  ; 
ing  could  be  more  stupid  in  both  but  Don  John,    spite   of  positive 
those  respects  than  his  government  orders  to  the  contrary,    went    to 
of  the  Low  Provinces.     They  were  Madrid   before  proceeding  north* 
i^o  well  disposed  to  his  house  that  ward,  to  inform   himself  as  acou- 
he  might   have   won   them   if  he  rately  as  possible  of  his  blether's 
would  but  have  treated  them  with  mind,  and  to   press   certain  views 
some  consideration  ;    they  had  so  c»f  his  own,  which  he  regarded  as 
small  an  idea  of  ])olitical  freedom,  of  the  first  importance.      His  dis- 
and  thev  had  so  manv  distractions  obedience  was  not   resented ;    he 
among  them,  that  he  might  have  was  allowed  to  stay  a  short  time 
got  them  under  his  heel    by  force  at  Court;  and  he  found  an  oppor- 
had  he  known   how  to  bear  them  tunity  of  paying  a  visit  to  Dofia 
down    with    the    military    power  Magclalena,  whom  he  saw  for  the 
which  he  undoubtedly   possessed,  last  time. 

In  effect,  he,  by  his  imbecile  course  He  set  off,  as  had  been  before 

of  feeble  oppression,  taught  them  determined,  with  a  very  small  ret* 

in  the  course  of  his  reign  the  aspi-  inue.      He  himself  tjravelled  dis- 

rations  of  a  free  people.  guised  as  a  Moorish  slave.      The 
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journey,  underthese  circumstaDces,  to  follow  the  dictates  of  his  owi> 
was  tedious,  disagreeable,  and  full  good  sense,  it  is  possible  that  he 
of  hazard.  Nevertheless  the  ad-  might  have  retrieved  matters  for 
venturers  arrived  safely  at  Paris,  Philip  ;  but  he  was  tied  and  strait- 
where  Don  John  had  the  comfort  ened  in  such  a  way  as  to  leave 
of  conversing  confidentially  with  him  no  possible  chance  of  success, 
the  Spanish  Minister,  although,  to  Very  early  in  his  viceroyalty,  old 
the  world  at  large,  he  still  passed  acquaintances,  who  saw  him  again, 
for  a  slave.  Having  been  admitted  remarked  how  he  had  deteriorated 
incognito  to  a  royal  ball,  he  there  in  appearance  and  spirits.  Hi» 
saw,  and  was  captivated  by  the  office  lasted  for  a  period  of  some- 
beautiful  Margaret,  Queen  of  Na-  thing  less  than  two  years,  and  it 
varre,  whom  he  was  destined  to  see  was  a  time  of  wasting,  of  disap- 

et  again.  Arrived  at  Luxembourg,  pointment,'  and  of  failure. 

e  became  aware  that  he  would  Two  or  three  bright  spots  there 
have  done  better  if  he  had  re-  were  amid  the  gloom  of  his  ad- 
P^ired  to  his  viceroyalty  at  once,  ministration.  The  gay  Queen  of 
instead  of  incurring  delay  by  going  Navarre,  hoping  to  make  for  one 
into  Spain.  For  things  had  gone  of  her  brothers  some  capital  out  of 
most  unfortunately  in  the  few  days  the  troubles  of  the  Netherlands,, 
preceding  his  arrival.  The  Spanish  found  it  advisable  to  repair  to  the 
troops,  mutinous  for  want  of  pay,  waters  of  Spa.  She  travelled  itt 
had  fallen  upon  and  sacked  the  gorgeous  state,  having  three  horse- 
city  of  Antwerp.  And  the  tale  of  litters,  six  carriages,  ten  maids-of- 
their  lawlessness  and  ferocity*  was  honour  on  horseback,  and  a  very 
the  first  information  that  greeted  large  retinue  of  noble  attendants, 
his  ears.  Don  John  met  the  fair  traveller 
It  would  require  more  space  on  her  journey  from  Mons  to 
than  we  have  left  disposable  to  Namur,  and  rode  beside  her  litter, 
give  anything  like  a  clear  account  overcome  by  her  beauty  and  fas- 
of  the  deplorable  course  of  things  cinations.  1  he  Queen  was  for  grace 
in  the  Low  Countries  after  Don  and  beauty  accounted  the  710m- 
John  showed  himself,  and  went  pareille  of  Europe.  Her  present 
through  the  forms  of  assuming  the  admirer  was  the  greatest  hero  then 
government.  The  sceptre  had,  in  alive.  It  was  the  chivalric  dream 
truth,  already  departed  from  his  realised  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave 
house  ;  and  the  short  span  that  and  the  fairest  of  the  fair.  No 
remained  to  him  of  life  was  to  be  doubt  the  youth  and  natural  gaiety 
fretted  away  in  useless  negotia-  of  the  great  commander  then  won 
tions,  barren  plans,  and  military  a  few  hours  of  delight  from  his 
attempts  made  without  necessary  cares  as  the  enchantress  looked  oui 
money  or  munitions.  Very  soon  upon  hira  from  her  litter,  "  glori- 
afterhis  arrival  he  was  attacked  ous  in  the  July  light,  with  its 
by  fever  ;  and  it  may  be  said  that,  gilded  pillars,  crimson  hangings, 
at  that  first  attack,  his  health  and  glasses  painted  with  forty  dif- 
really  gaije  way,  although  he  was  ferent  solar  emblems,  with  their 
able  to  return  to  his  duty,  and  to  mottoes  in  Italian  and  Spanish." 
impress  those  whom  he  met  in  He  entertained  "  the  fair  mis- 
public  by  his  still  charming  man-  chief  "  for  two  or  three  days,  at 
ners,  his  gaiety,  and  his  accom-  Namur,  with  great  magnificence,, 
plishments.  Had  he  been  well  giving  her  banquets,  a  /ete  cham- 
supplied  with  funds,  and  allowed  petre^  and  balls.     The  Queen  wa8> 
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as  celebrated  for  her  dancing  as  demand  of  the  soldiers   was,  imme- 

Doii  John  himself  ;  and  when  these  diate  payment  of  arrears  or  leaye  to 

illustrious   personages   danced  to-  Pi"^^®  ^^«  ^^  V.*'''^r^^^  ili^'^SST 

.,        .t             3    °    •  I  *  r  was  proposed  to  Don  John  by  a  aepQ- 

gether,  they  made  a  sight  for  spec-  ^^^.^P  ^\  ^^^  mutmeers.   He  dismSed 

tators  to  remember—  ^hem  with  fair  words,    which   gave 

,,£,     .  ^  ,    , .    .             ,11V  tlieni  some  hope  of  gaining  one   op 

*  *  So  stately  his  form,  and  so  lovely  her  ^^^^er  of  their  wishes,  and  then  ordered 

face,  l-he  colonel,  the  Baron  of  M^hem,  a 

That  never  a  hall  such  a  galliard  did  courageous  and  trustworthy  offioep,  to 

^^^'*  take  the  companies   which  had   not 

The    rose-coloured     days    and  ^"^^  *^!,  "^Jli^^y'  *2l,Jf**J^„2f^ 

.  ,  ^                ,                      ^  troops,  and  occupy  certain  points  on 

nights  were,  however    soon  over.  ^^^  \,^^   j^^j^^  to   Ant^  and 

The  warrior  put  this  Helen  of  her  Bruxolles.  The  malcontents,  thus 
day  on  board  her  boat  for  Liege,  left  isolated  in  their  quarters,  wore 
looked  on  her  beauty  for  the  last  soon  after  surrounded  by  on  over- 
time as  he  bade  her  farewell,  and  whelming  force  of  other  regiments, 
went  back  to  the  cares  and  the  and  ordered  to  give   up  their  anns 

fatigues  that  were  robbing  him  of  f^^  *^®   ^°^^   ^^   ^Ki,"^Ifc    fS 

*.•          4.U      ji  ^'£  The   order   was  comphed  with,  and 

his  youth  and  life.  ^^^1^^  ^^  ^l^^  ^^ief   mnthieers>w«6 

Throughout  his  viceroyalty  Don  arrested,  of  whom  four,  selected  l^ 

John   seems   to   have  kept   up   a  lot,  were  condemned  to  death.    Two 

correspondence,  most  insincere  on  of  these  were  pardoned  on  the  peti- 

both  sides,  with  Queen  Elizabeth  tion  of  the  other  regiments ;  and  of 

of  England.       Don  John,   as   we  the  remaining  two  one  was  also  foi> 

have  seen,  intended,  if  he  could,  given  on  account  of  his  wonnds  and 

to  invade  the  Queen's  dominions,  ??^^.!ff?[!Sf kv  Ih^^ 

r       ^  ^i_  !•          v.'    J.          J  fore  quelled  by  tne  vigoroos  measores 

raise   her  Catholic    subjects,   and  ^^  ^^e  general,  at  the  expense  of  a 

dethrone     her.       Elizabeth,    who  single  victim." 
quite  suspected  his   designs,   was 

aiding  the  Netherlanders  in  their  Chiefly    by    the   readiness  and 

resistance  to  Don  John's  govern-  conduct  of    Prince  Alexander  of 

ment.      Yet     the    correspondence  Parma,   Don   John,    towards    the 

breathes  only  good  will  and  flat-  end  of  his  administration,  gained 

tery.  a  considerable  military  advantage 

At  the  annual  sports  at  Lou  vain  over  the  rebel  army  at  Gtemblours. 

Don  John  appeared  with  his  cross-  But  it  was  not  a  success  suflioient 

bow  and  brought  down  the  popin-  to  turn  the  tide  of  his  ill-fortane 

jay.     The     enraptured    multitude  or  to  make  him  cling  to  life.  From 

shouted  ;  he  was  proclaimed  king  time  to  time,  during  his  employ- 

of  the  bowmen,  and  he  enjoyed  a  ment   in   the  Low  Countries,  he 

temporary   popularity   during  the  suffered  from  weakening  attacks  of 

holiday  season.  fever ;  and  in  the  autamn  of  1578 

We  shall  furnish  an  example  of  he  was  prostrated  by  a'  recurrenoe 
the  real  ability  that  was  in  the  of  the  disease,  which  proved  too 
young  man  if  we  extract  the  ac-  much  for  his  enfeebled  oontUtn- 
count  of  his  dealing  with  a  serious  tion  to  withstand.  He  had  re- 
military  revolt : —  paired  to  a  camp  which  he  was 

,,^^.,   ^    ,     ,   .       XT-    11     T^  constructing  *  about  a    mile  from 

-  While  he  lay  before  Nivelle,  Don  j^^mur;  and  it  was  there,  in  an 
John  was  called  upon  to  suppress  a  *V:  Ai-  -.i!Lu  njii^Tv-!-*-!!. 
mutiny.  It  arose  from  the  old  cause,  outbuilding  which  had  been  hastilj 
long-deferred  pay,  and  broke  out  in  made  somewhat  decent  for  hu  re- 
one  of  the  German  regiments.    The  ception,  that  he  underwent  his  last 
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illness  and  met  his  end.     The  sad  were  at  first  interred  at  Namiir — 

story  of  his  death  affords  another  the  obsequiee  being  solemniEod  with 

instance  of  the  vanity  of  tame  and  much  military  and  civil  pomp.  He 

Seatness.      Foiled,    suspected  at  had,    however,    before  hie    death, 

e   Spanish  Court   of  disloyally,  petitioned    King   Philip    to    have 

ansupported  by  his  brother,  wasted  his  bones  deposited  by  those  of  his 

in    body,  and,  as  one    may  fairly  imperial    father    in    the    Esciirial, 

infer,  broken-hearted,  the  hero  of  which  was  eventually  done.     But 

Lepanto  yielded  np  his  breatL  at  the   transfer   of   the    body    from 

the  age  of  thirty-one,  having  in  Namur    to    its    Spanish    resting- 

that  short  life  attained  to  the  very  place  was  effected    in    s    manner 

pinnacle  of    fame,  and  again  been  oonttistent  with  Philip's    parsimo- 

reduced  tobid  willingly  "farewell,  nious    and    occult    methods  —  one 

a   long   farewell,  to  all  his  great-  which  made  chances,  which  wonid 

ness."  be  considered  extravagant  even  in 

In    the   days  of    autumn  thi^re  a  romance,  fall  to  the  hero  after 

had  gathered  about  him  a  gloom  he  was  dead.    The  ooqise  was  cut 

which  was  in  truth  the  shadow  of  iu  pieces  at  the  joints,  and  placed 

death.     Ilis  letters  written  in  I^ep-  in    three    leather    bags — each    of 

temberreveal  the  state  of  his  mind,  which  was  carried    across    France 

There    is   one  to    a   nobleman    at  at  the    saddlebow  of    a  rider  as 

Genoa,  another  to  his  old  comrade  part    of  the    baggage    of  his  late 

Doria,  who  was  also  then  at  Genoa,  household,  the  members  of  which 

and   a   third  to  King  Philip — all  returned  home  under  the  steward. 

very  pathetic.     Indeed,  we  have  it  Arrived   near    the    Escurial,    the 

on  the  authority  of  his  confe.ssor,  parts  were  fitted  together   again, 

that  he  by  this  time  looked   upon  and  consigned   to  the  tomh  with 

hie   death   as  very  near,  and  that  all  the  honour  usaally  paid  to  the 

be  was  devoting  himself  more  and  remains  of  a  royal  personage.    He 

more  to  religion.     In  the  laetdays  was  one  of  the  last  paladms.     A 

of  September  he  received  the  holy  spell  of  elf-land  seemed  to  be  on 

sacrament,  and  a   few  days  after  him  from  his  cradle  to  bis  second 

extreme  unction.     He  charged  the  grave.     He  flourished  for  a  while, 

confessor   to    make  known  to   his  and    his    crest    mounted    to    the 

brother  his  last  wishes,  which  had  clouds.     But  the  chills    of  adver- 

reference  chiefly    to    the    resting-  sity  cameearlyto  hisblossom  ;  the 

place  of  his  body,  and  to  provision  wind  blew  over  him,  and  he  was 

for  his  suite.     Towards  the  last  he  gone.     The  close  of  his  story,  like 

was  visited  by  alternate  fits  of  pain  uie  falling  of  the  curtain  on  some 

and   of  detinum,  and,   while  dis-  thrilling,    unsubstantial    pageant, 

tracted    in  mind,  issued  orders  to  makes  the  heart  ache  with  a  sense 

his  captains  as  if  he  were  in  the  of  bereavement. 
field,  found  fault  with  what  seemed        When  we  have  considered  all  the 

to  be  going  wrong,  or  lifted  up  his  obaracters  so  graphically  presented 

voice   in   shouts  of  victory.     His  in  this  history,  we  roust  certainly 

mind  was  clear  at  the  very  end.  find  that   Don  John   of  Austria, 

After   his  sight  failed.  Mass  was  whatever  may  have  been  his  faults, 

celebrated  in  his  chamber,  and  he  was  worthy  of  much   admiration, 

died  peacefully  grasping  the  cruci-  The  age  in  which  be  lived  appears 

fix,  and  with  the  names  of  Mary  to  have  been,  as  far  as  the  Spanish 

and  Jesus  just  uttered,  dominions   and    connections   were 

The  remains  of  the  dead  warrior  concerned,  one  of  cruelty,  selfish- 


418                     The  Hero  of  Lepanto  and  his  THmes.  [March 

ness,  intrigue,  insincerity,  and  sus-  over    the    Western    world  which 

picion  ;    yet   throughout    he    was  some  observers  thought  to  be  des- 

loyal,   single-hearted,  and,   where  tined  for  the  House  of  Austria, 

left  to  himself,  truthful.     For  his  Besides  admiring    his    heroism, 

good  qualities   he  seems  to  have  we    must    sympathise    with  Don 

been  much   indebted   to  Quixada  John    in    sentiments    not    purely 

and   Magdalena,   as  if    they,   de-  heroic.     It  is  through  these,  prob- 

voted,  benevolent,  honest,  gracious,  ably,  that  he  touches  our  hearts, 

had  been  sent  into  the  world  spe-  more  than  by  his   exploits.     The 

cially  that  he;^might  become  more  dutiful  affection  which  he  always 

generous  than  other  men.     Quix-  rendered  to  his  foster-parents,  and 

ada  and  his  wife,  in  their  admira-  his  devotion  to  Dona  Magdalena 

ble  qualities,  are  quite  exceptional  to  his  life's  end,  will,  to  many  a 

persons.      That     Don    John   was  tender  breast,  make  his  glorious 

brave  is  a  point  not  so  much  to  be  deeds  look  exceeding  glorious,  and 

remarked  on,  for  bravery  was  cer-  will  cause  even  censorious  minds 

tainly   by   no   means  rare  in   his  to  tolerate  his  fame, 

day.  Venetians,  Genoese,  Romans,  The  work  before  us,  from  which 

Spaniards,   all   were,  in   his  fleet,  we  have    been    endeavouring    to 

men  of  courage  and  endurance.  draw   out  in  little  the  thread  of 

That  Don  John  was  quick  and  the  principal  character's  career,  is 

decided  in  matters  of  duty,   and  in  reality  a  history  of  Europe  for 

that  he  could  be  pitiful  and  merci-  the    eleven   years    from    15G7  to 

f  ul,  are  the  traits  which  most  dis-  1578.     Events  of    the  period  are 

tinguish  him  from  his  fellow-war-  so   varied  in  place  and   in   char- 

riors.     And  his  aptitude  for  com-  acter,  that  interest  in  the   narra- 

mand  must  have  been   a  natural  tive  is  kept  ever  alive.     The  Mor- 

gift :  as  a  youth  he   could  sway,  isco  rebellion,  the  naval  war  with 

and  cause  to  act  together,  rugged  the  Turks,  the  intrigues    of   the 

natures,  in  a  manner  which  many  Italian  States,  the  settlements  of 

a  leader  cannot  acquire  after  de-  pirates  along  the  North   African 

oades  passed  in  camps  and  combats,  shores,  the  struggles  caused  by  the 

At  Lepanto,   although  he  had   at  Reformation  in  Northern  Europe, 

hand  the  experience  of  the  veterans  engage  in  succession  the  reader's 

Requesens  and  Santa  Cruz  to  lean  attention.     He  is  made  to  see,  too, 

upon,  if  he  had  required  and  chosen,  the  difficult  position  of  the  Court 

there  was  not  a  sign  of  his  being  of  Rome  between  the  threatening 

the  scion   of  royalty  sent  to  win  iniidels  on  the  one  hand  and  the 

fame  through  tne  agency  of  men  reformers  on  the  other.     No  nar- 

abler  than  himself.     On  the  con-  ration   could   be     less    smothered 

trary,  he  not  only  directed  his  fleet  with  Dryasdust  inflictions ;  and  yet 

as  far  as  any  commander  could,  this  is  full  of  didactic  illustrations 

but  he  fought  his  flag-ship  himself,  of  the  ancient  life,  political,  mili- 

never  asking  or  accepting  advice,  tary,  and  social,  of  those  stirring 

and  so  did  his  work  that  grim  old  times.     It  is  remarkable  that  Eng- 

warriors  were    astonished    at    his  land  in  those  days  stood  aloof  from 

.achievements.      Had    Philip    not  the   politics   regarding  the   Turk, 

been  so  pitiful  a  character,  he,  with  which  were   engrossing   Southern 

such  a  brother  under  him  to  wield  Europe,  and    indeed   tne    greater 

loyally  the  forces  of  Spain,  might  part  of  Europe.     The  English  ap- 

have  changed  the  face  of  Europe,  pear   to  have  lost  the  crusading 

and  perhaps  established  that  rule  spirit  by   that  time,  and  to  have 
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troubled  themselves  but  little  con-  he  might  set  up  an  idol,  execute 
ceming  what  was  doing  in  the  literary  fetich-rites  himself,  and 
Levant.  Hence  the  fame  of  Don  endeavour  to  make  his  readers  idola- 
John  of  Austria  was  less  celebrated  ters.  This  has  not  been  Sir  William* 
in  these  islands  than  on  the  Coiiti-  Stirling-Maxwell's  failing.  He  has 
nent ;  and  hence,  perhaps,  no  Eng-  observed  towards  Don  John  the 
lishman  of  former  times  troubled  strictest  fairness  and  impartiality, 
himself  to  compile  a  history  of  that  and  not  forgotten  that  he  owed 
commander.  It  is  a  matter  of  won-  a  duty  to  his  readers  as  well  as 
der  that  Shakespeare,  who  was  so  to  his  hero.  In  traversing  a  field 
prompt  to  gather  and  to  use  the  so  wide  as  that  which  his  history 
striking  stories  and  events  of  the  covers,  he  cannot  but  have  formea 
world,  had  not  something  interest-  and  expressed  opinions  of  persons 
ing  to  say  of  such  a  man  as  Don  and  events  from  which  many  may 
John  ana  such  a  victory  as  Le-  differ ;  yet  the  most  uncompro- 
panto.  The  explanation  must  be  misin^  dissentient  ought  to,  and 
that  we  did  not  regard  the  battle  probablv  would,  admit  that  he  has 
as  of  much  importance  to  us,  and  done  all  in  a  laudable  and  equi.- 
that  we  had  but  little  sympathy    table  spirit. 

with  "the  bragging  Spaniard."  The  style  of  the  book  is,  in  our 

Sir    William     ^tirhn^-Maxwell    opinion,  happy.     The  narration  is 
has  not  only  given  us  the  results    lively  and  entertaining;  but  the  dig- 
of  careful  stuoy  and  patient  judg-    nity  and  sobriety  which  become  his- 
ment ;   he   has   in   large   measure    tory  are  nowhere  wanting.     Clear- 
supplied,   and  he  has  most  copi-    ly,  the  matter  to  be  tola  was,  in 
ously  indicated  in    his  appendix,    tne  author's  mind,  more  important 
the  sources  from  which  the  history    than   the   manner  of  telling;  and 
of  the  times  with  which  he  deals    yet  the  manner  is  worthy  of  much 
is  to   be   obtained.      He  has   en-    commendation.      Some  of  the  war 
riched    his   work    with   copies  of    scenes  are   depicted    with     great 
portraits,  of    curious    medals,   of    force;  the  description  of  the  waters 
arms,  and  of  trophies.      Indeed  he    of  Lepanto,  covered   with   wreck 
has  done  all  that  was  possible  to    after  the  great  action,  being  very 
place  the  whole  of  his  subject  be-    picturesque.  The  accounts oishows 
fore  his  reader,  and  to   save  the    and  pageants  are  all  liyely  and  im- 
trouble   of  reference  and  verifica-    pressive.      The  notices  of  the  life 
tion.     We   do   not   think  that  he    and  death  of  Pope    Pius  V.   are 
has  so  much   presented  to  us  new    attractive  pieces.   Whether  or  not, 
facts,  or  new  views  of  the  time  of    before  this  book  was  published,  the 
which    he   treats,  as   that  he  has    public  were  aware  how  much  such 
raised  a   new  and  proper  interest    a  work  was  wanted,  certain  it  is 
in  a  time  which  is  eminently  wor-    that,  having  such  a  work,  the  pub- 
thy  of  a    student's  regard.      We    lie   will  consider  no  library  com- 
have  heard  of  such  thing  as  a  bi-    plete,  on  the  shelves  of  which  *Don 
ographer  choosing  his  subject  that    John  of  Austria '  has  not  a  place. 
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UNDEB  TUB   FOBBIGN   AND   COLONIAL   ADMINI8TBATI0K   OF 
MB   GLADSTONB,    LOBD    6BANVILLE,   AND 

LOBD   DEBET. 

Down,  England,  down ! 

Thou  hast  fallen  from  thy  place, — 

Thou  hast  slumbered  in  the  race  ; 
No  longer'art  thou  foremost — thou  hast  lost  thy  victor  crown  I 

Thine  arm  is  set  at  nought. 

And  the  wrong  thing  may  be  wrought, 
And  no  one  seeks  thy  favour,  or  trembles  at  thy  frown  : 

Mankind  have  learned  to  doubt  thee, 

And  thy  hungry  rivals  flout  thee, 
Crying,  "  Down  with  England,  down  !  " 

Down,  England,  down  ! 
Thou  hast  lost  thy  pith  of  old, — 
Thou  hast  learned  to  value  gold 
More  than  honour,  more  than  virtue,  more  than  ancient  high  renown. 
If  thy  citizens  can  thrive. 
And  amuse  themselves,  and  wive, 

Making  cent  per  cent  or  fifty,  growing  fat  in  bower  and  town, 

• 

What  to  thee  are  truth's  foundations, 
And  the  scorn  of  hostile  nations. 
Crying,  "  Down  with  England,  down  ! " 

Down,  England,  down ! 
Thy  statesmen  fall  asleep, 
Or  go  bleating  like  to  sheep. 
In  the  warm  and  juicy  meadows,  when  the  summer  leaves  grow  brown; 
And  they  prattle  of  sweet  peace. 
And  the  happy  world's  increase. 
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While  the  wolves  and  jackals  sniff,  howling,  prowling  up  and  down  ; 

And  smile  with  dreary  wonder 

At  the  long  low  runtbling  thunder. 
Muttering,  '^  Down  with  England,  down  I " 

Down,  England,  down  ! 

There  is  but  one  first  place 

In  the  world's  perpetual  race  ; 
Thou  hadst  it,  noble  England, — thou  hadst  the  wreath  and  crown  ; 

Thou  hadst  them  and  hast  lost  them, — 

To  the  wild  winds  thou  hast  tost  them. 
For  any  foe  to  pluck  from  the  depths  in  which  they  drown ; 

To  wear  them  and  possess  them. 

The  whole  world  crying,  "  Bless  them," 
And  "  Down  with  England,  down  !  '* 

Chableb  Maokat. 
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MR  CHAMBERLAIN  AND  THE  RIGHTS  OF  PROPERTY. 

We  shall  scarcely  be  accused  of  as  "  the  late  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
sympathy  with  Mr  ChamberlaiD  tion,"  because  he  ventured  to  lead 
or  his  opinions,  when  we  express  in  a  direction  which  that  colleague 
regret  that  during  the  past  two  of  three  years'  parliamentary  ex- 
years  so  many  attacks  should  haye  perience  disapproved.  Nay,  more  ; 
been  made  upon  him  in  his  public  although  we  are  ready  to  give  Mr 
capacity,  and  that  even  his  private  Chamberlain  credit  for  official  zeal 
affairs  should  havQ  been  made  the  and  industry  since  his  unprece- 
subject  of  adverse  comment.  Our  dented  leap  at  one  bound  into  the 
regret,  however,  with  respect  to  seat  of  a  Cabinet  Minister,  we  can- 
these  two  methods  of  attack,  not  forget  that,  so  far  as  legislative 
springs  from  different  sources.  We  achievements  are  concerned,  his 
regard  it  a^  wholly  unjustifiable  performances  have  been  meagre 
to  rake  up  private  matters,  and  to  indeed  ;  and  that,  whilst  it  remams 
hint  or  insmuate  suspicions,  pos-  to  be  seen  whether  his  efforts  at 
sibly  without  any  reasonable  foun*  the  amendment  of  our  Bankruptcy 
dation,  as  to  affairs  with  which  the  Laws  will  add  to  his  reputation  or 
public  have  nothing  to  do.  The  injuriously  affect  it,  his  failures  in 
political  life  of  a  man  is  public  the  attempt  to  deal  with  the  Ship- 
property  ;  his  private  life  should  be  ping  and  Railway  questions  have 
safe  from  intrusion,and  good  policy  been  heavy  and  disastrous,  and  his 
as  well  as  good  feeling  should  pro-  manner  of  making  those  attempts 
tect  it  from  those  who  are  honest-  has  met  with  severe  criticism  even 
ly  at  war  with  the  -politician,  but  from  some  Radical  members  of 
have  no  enmity  to  the  man.  Parliament  who  would  gladly  have 

Our  objection  to  the  frequency  welcomed  his  success, 
of  the  attacks  upon  the  political  We  repeat,  therefore,  that  Mr 
acts  and  speeches  of  Mr  Chamber-  Chamberlain  is  not  a  great  man, 
lain,  rests  upon  a  widely  different  and  in  spite  of  an  extraordinary 
foundation,  and  is  to  be  found  in  amount  of  assurance,  and  a  con- 
the  simple  fact  that  they  invest  siderable  fluency  of  speech,  has 
him  with  a  fictitious  importance,  evinced  none  of  the  qualities  of 
and  hold  him  up  iTef  ore  the  eyes  of  greatness  during  his  brief  parlia- 
the  people  as  a  person  of  far  greater  mentary  career.  Nevertheless,  the 
consequence  than  he  really  is.  For,  public  utterances  of  Mr  Chamber- 
when  all  has  been  said  and  done,  lain  demand  consideration  at  the 
Mr  Chamberlain  is  not  a  great  present  moment,  because  he  who 
man.  Until  his  entry  into  the  utters  them  is  a  member  of  Mr 
House  of  Qommons  m  1876,  he  Gladstone's  Cabinet ;  and  as  '^  in 
was  but  little  known  beyond  Bir-  the  country  of  tlie  blind  the  one- 
mingham  circles;  and  between  that  eyed  is  king,"  so  in  counsels  where 
time  and  the  dissolution  of  1880,  weakness,  vaccillation,  and  timidity 
his  legislative  actions  were  7ie7,  and  abound,  self-assurance  and  selt- 
his  speeches  neither  many  in  num-  will  liave  so  undue  a  share  of  in- 
ber  nor  remarkable  in  any  sense  of  fluence,  that  it  is  well  to  ascertain 
the  word,  if  we  omit  the  celebrated  and  gauge  the  sentiments  enter- 
insult  to  Lord  Hartington,  who  was  tained  and  avowed  by  the  posses- 
stigmatised  byhis  present  colleague  sor    of    these    valuable  qualities. 
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Let    U8y  then,  for   a    short    time  been  saying  and  doing  of  Ute, — 

consider  some  of  these  sentiments,  with    rejoicing  over  the  passing 

as  expressed  in    certain    speeches  of  the  Franchise  Bill — description 

delivered  at  Birmingham  and  Ips-  of  the    probable    effects    of    the 

wich  in  the  month  of  January  of  Redistribution   Bill,  and  the  new 

this  present  year.     These  speeches,  combinations  which  it  will  call  into 

indeed,  are  of  a  somewhat  differ-  existence — and  a  gtio^i  justification 

ent  character  ;  and   we  must  so  of  that  foreign  and  colonial  policy 

guide    our    criticism   as  to  avoid  of  the  present   Government,  upon 

being  included  among  those  politi-  which  the  general  concurrence  of 

cal  opponents  of  Mr  Chamberlain  public  opinion  has    already  pro- 

who,  as  he  informed  his  constitu-  nounced  a  very  different  judgment, 

ents  in   his    first   harangue,  have  It  is  not  until  the  end  of  the  speech 

been    attacking    him    "  with  per-  that  we  find  Mr  Chamberlain  ask* 

sistent    abuse  and  misrepresenta-  ing,  ^'What  is  to  be  the  nature 

tion."    Of  such  weapons  we  have  of  the  domestic  legislation  of  the 

no  need  ;   and  our  object  is  not  so  future  ?  "  and  answering  his  own 

much  to  find  fault  with  Mr  Cham*  question  with  words  so  remark- 

berlam    for    the    employment  of  able,  that  one  can  hardly  believe 

certain  phrases  and  arguments,  as  them  to  have  been     uttered   by 

to  inquire  and  point  out  what  is  the  colleague  of  a  Prime  Minis- 

the  real  meaning  of  these  phrases,  ter  who  boasts  himself  the  faithful 

and  to  what  point  it  is  that  these  disciple  of  Sir.  Robert  Peel,  of  a 

arguments  necessarilv  lead.    The  Lord  Chancellor  who  has  a  high 

greater  part,  therefore,  of  the  reputation  as  a  constitutional  law- 
irmingham  speech  may  be  passed  yer,  and  a  War  Minister  who  rep- 
over  without  comment.  It  con-  resents  one  of  the  largest  landed 
sists,  in  the  first  place,  of  self-  properties  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
glorification  on  the  part  which  the  colleague  and  counsellor  of 
the  speaker  had  played  in  boldly  these  men  who  tells  his  audience 
accusmg  his  Conservative  oppon-  that  ^'  just  as  there  are  politicians 
ents  at  home  of  having  hired  who  would  occupy  all  the  world, 
**^  roughs  ^  to  break  up  their  own  and  leave  nothing  for  the  ambition 
meeting  by  attacking  Liberals  of  anybody  else,  so  toe  have  their 
whose  presence  thereat  could  have  eounterpart  at  home  in  the  men  toho^ 
only  increased  its  importance,  haning  already  annexed  everything 
That  such  an  accusation  should  thatistoorthhavingyes^cteveryboeh/ 
have  been  brought,  sustained  by  else  to  be  content  with  the  crumbs  that 
the  evidence  of  persons  who  dis-  fall&om  their  own  table.^J  If  these 
appeared  as  soon  as  that  evidence  words  stood  alone,  they  might  well 
was  contradicted  on  oath,  may  serve  as  a  text  for  a  discourse  upon 
seem  rather  a  doubtful  subject  the  unscrupulous  character  of  the 
for  the  self-congratulation  ot  a  charges  which,  if  they  have  any 
Cabinet  Minister  ;  *but  tastes  vary,  meaning  at  all,  they  level  at  some 
and  Mr  Chamberlain,  so  far  as  class  or  classes  of  Englishmen 
we  are  concerned,  is  welcome  to  without  the  shadow  of  justification, 
the  satisfaction  which  he  seems  Who  or  what  are  the  men  who  have 
to  have  derived  from  the  incident.  *^  already  annexed  everything  that 
The  jjreater  part  of  the  rest  of  his  is  worth  having"?  When  mlliam 
Birmingham  speech  is  taken  up  of  Normandy  mvaded  England,  it 
with  the  usual  laudation  of  aU  is  undeniable  that  annexation  to  a 
that    "  the     Liberal    party "    has    very  considerable  extent  followed 
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the  invasion,  and   that   in   his,  as  had  no  right  to  dispose  of  them;  some 

well  as  in  subsequent  reigns,  large  ^^  them  have   been   lost   by  apathy 

grants  of  land  were  given  by  our  ^^^  ignorance ;    some  of  them  have 

sovereigns  to  followers  and  favour-  ^°    t^^^^   ^^   t^^^'^l  and   some 

w^o       Tf  «T^.,i.i    K/*  ytii*;^.^o    \t  u  '^^ve    been     acquired    by    violence, 

ites.      It  would    be  cur  ous,  if  it  p^^^^  ownership  has  taken  the  place 

were  possible,  to    ascertain    how  of  these  communal  rights,   and  this 

great  or  how  small  a  quantitv  of  system  has   become    so    interwoven 

the   lands     so   granted    has    been  with  our  habits  and  usages,  it  has 

handed  down  by  descent  to  those  been  so  sanctioned  bv  law  and  pro- 

who  are  its  present  possessors,  and  t^cted  h^  custom,  that  it  might  be 

how     much     or    how     little    has  v^Hf  difficult,  and  perhaps  impossibU, 

changed  hands  by  the  regular  pro-  t^^^^^^^  *^" 

cess  of    sale  and  purchase  which  ^  **>®  opinion  expressed  by  Mr 

has  been  going  on  for  the  last  four  Chamberlain  in  the  last  sentence 

hundred  years.     It  would  be  inter-  ^^  are  certainly  inclined  to  agree, 

esting,  moreover,  if  it  were  possible,  I^  would  be  "  very  difficult,"  if  not 

to  discover  what  was  the  amount  "  impossible,"  to  reverse  that  pri- 

of  population  in  any  way  wronged  ^*^®  ownership  of  land  which  i» 

or  dispossessed    by  these  ancient  ^^^  outcome  of  an  advance  in  civil- 

"  annexations,"  what  the  condition  isation   which   gradually  puts  an 

of    the  lands  annexed,  and  what  «nd  to  those  "  communal  rights  ** 

would  have  become  of  them  if  they  which  are  only  compatible  with  a 

had  been  left  alone.      Assuredly,  comparatively    primitive  state  of 

the  greater  part  of  such  lands  were  existence.      So    long  as  men  are 

in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  state  ;  congregated  in  nomad  tribes,  with- 

and  where  this  was  not  the  case,  ^^^  ^^^^  P^ace  of  abode,  and  living 

the  change  which  took  place  was,  o"Jy»  ^^  }^  speak,  from  hand  to 

to  a  large  extent,  only  the  substi-  mouth,   it  is  possible  for  "  com- 

tution  of  one  great  owner  for  an-  mjinal   rights'     to    exist    in    the 

other,    the    comparatively    small  widest  sense  of  the  words,  and  for 

population  of  that  period  being  but  cy^ry'  member  of  the  tribe  to  claim 

little  affected  by  the  transaction,  bis  share  of  the  scanty   property 

These  reflections  are  at  once  sug-  which   it  may  possess.      But  the 

gested  by  Mr  Chamberlain's  next  moment  that  men  settle  down  in 

words,  although  the  latter  certainly  ^^c  permanent    occupation    of    a 

throw  considerable  doubt  upon  the  country,  and  establisn  themselves 

actual  meaning  of  those  which  we  as  a  nation,  under  whatever  form 

have  already  quoted.     Let  us  read,  ^^   government  they    may    have 

mark,  and  learn  from  the  following  chosen,  the  acquisition  of  property 

sentences  : l>y  individuals  immediately  begins^ 

..  rj,           m      x    7  4  ^1.  and  ''communal  rights"  of  neces- 

**  If  you  wiu  go  back  to  the  origin  qj-  -.^  ^:««,.«««»  u„  « iVv««.^*  ^*  ok^«*^» 

things^  says  Mr.  Chamberlain,  ^*  you  «'^y^'«*PP^*J^^y^^^".^«'^^^«^^ 

will  find  that  when  our  social  arrange-  proce8S,according  to  circumsUnces. 

ments  first  began  to  shape  themselves,  I^  ^s  in^possible  that  it  could  be 

every  man  was  bom  into  the  ivorldunth  otherwise.     If  a  man   could  have 

natural  rights, — t«^A  a  ri^A/ to  a  share  no     security   that    he    would  be 

in  the  great  inheritance  of  the  com-  allowed    to    enjoy  any  property 

mumty  wUh  aright  to  a  part  of  the  ^^  j^h  hiir  own  skill  or  labour  had 

UndofhisbirtK    BiU  all  these  nghU  acquired,  the    desire    to    acquire 

have  passed  away,  Tfie  common  nglits  *^^""^^»   ^"^  -tli      !•    .  .  VV  "^ 

of  ownership  have  disappeared.  Some  "^ouXd  be  sensibly   diminished,  if 

of  them  have  been  sold  ;  some  of  them  not  altogether  destroyed.     As  to 

have  been  given  away  by  people  who  land   especially,  the  diflSculty  of 
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maintaining  "  communal  rights  "  that  *'  the  great  principle  that  went 
would  be  insuperable,  because  no  to  the  very  root  of  all  reform  was 
man  would  plough  and  sow  when  this — that  all  men  were  created 
others  had  as  good  a  right  as  he  to  equal ;  with  equaX  rights  to  the 
reap ;  and  therefore,  under  a  sys-  land  in  which  they  were  hom,^ 
tern  of  "communal  rights,"  land  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  a 
would  not  be  cultivated,  and  the  man  who,  like  Mr  Greorge,  joins  in 
resources  of  the  soil  would  remain  a  "  prayer  that  all  landlords  might 
undeveloped.  Of  course  we  are  be  taken  into  heaven,"  and  talks  of 
prepared  to  be  told  that  we  are  '' landlords  bein^  substituted  for 
wresting  Mr  Chamberlain's  words  the  Lord  above  ail "  in  this  coun- 
f rom  the  meaning  with  which  try,  could  speak  upon  these  ques- 
he  employed  them,  and  evading  tions  without  extravagance  and 
the  real  questions  which  he  in-  absurdity.  His  fallacies  may  safe- 
tended  to  raise.  No  such  thing,  ly  be  left  to  refute  themselves. 
We  are  most  anxious  to  meet,  jSut  when  a  Cabinet  Minister  ut- 
f airly  and  fully,  the  mischievous  ters  the  unmitigated  rubbish  which 
spirit  which  pervades  these  two  we  have  quoted  from  the  speech 
semi-Socialist  speeches  which  have  at  Birmingham,  it  is  not  only  right 
been  delivered  oy  Mr  Gladstone's  but  necessary  that  his  folly  should 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  be  exposed.  Where  does  Mr  Cham- 
but  it  is  a  spirit  which  eludes  pur-  berlain  learn  that  "  every  man  " 
suit  and  evades  argument  unless  was  bom  into  the  world  'fwith 
encountered  by  a  process  of  ex-  a  ri^ht  to  a  part  of  the  land  of 
haustion.  If  Mr  Chamberlain  hb  birth"?  Of  course  he  must 
did  not  mean  by  "  communal  intend  to  convey  the  idea,  which 
rights "  such  a  system  as  that  to  he  apparently  shares  in  common 
wnich  we  have  alluded — a  system  with  his  friend  Mr  Henry  Oeorge, 
utterly^  incompatible  with  any  set-  of  an  equal  right,  or  rather  of  a 
tied  institutions  —  what  did  he  right  to  an  equal  share;  for  if  one 
mean  ?  We  will  at  once  confess  man  was  born  into  the  world  with 
that  when  an  orator  takes  us  back  a  rieht  to  half  an  acre,  and  another 
to^ "  the  origin  of  thines,"  and  to  with  a  right  to  half-a-dozen  acres, 
th'e  time  "  when  our  social  arrange-  the  whole  theory  would  be  de- 
ments first  began  to  shape  them-  stroyed  at  once, 
selves,"  the  discovery  of  his  exact  But  if  men  are  bom  with  such 
meaning  is  a  task  of  some  diffi-  rights,  why  not  women?  Look- 
culty.  liVe  may  fearlessly  assert,  ing  at  the  question  from  this  point 
however,  of  Great  Britain — as  well,  of  view,  the  population  of  Great 
indeed,  as  of  every  other  civilised  Britain  at  the  present  time  has 
country — that  there  never  was  a  become  so  large  that  there  would 
period  at  which  "  every  man "  was  be  some  difficulty  in  adjusting 
Dora  into  the  world  with  any  such  matters  upon  Aur  Chamberlain^ 
rights  as  those  which  Mr  Cham-  and  Mr  Gteorge's  notions,  even  if 
berlain  describes.  This  is  the  doc-  no  other  obstacles  stood  in  the 
trine  which  Mr  Henry  Gkorge  way.  Unfortunately,  however, 
preaches  in  almost  identical  words,  these  are  neither  few  nor  far  be- 
as  witness  his  recent  speech  at  the  tween.  Not  a  day  passes  without 
meeting  held  in  January  opposite  the  entrance  into  our  English 
the  Royal  Exchange,  when  this  world  of  numerous  male  and  fe- 
champion  of  land  agitation  in-  male  infants,  all,  of  course,  with 
formed  the  unemployed  of  London  equal  ^'rights  to  a  part  of  the  land 


426                Mr  Chamberlain  and  the  Rights  of  Property.  [March 

of  their  birth."  Every  day,  there-  upon  them,  rather  than  to  teacb 
fore,  a  further  division  of  land  them  lessons  of  discontent,  and  a 
would  become  necessary.  Then  desire  to  use  the  franchise  for  self- 
arises  another  difficulty.  Who  is  ish  purposes.  But  where  did  Mr 
to  till  the  land  until  the  infants  Chamberlain  learn  his  history,  or 
are  able  to  enjoy  their  ''  natural  whence  did  he  glean  the  informa- 
inheritance "  ?  Again,  another  ob-  tion  which  he  so  glibly  and  yet  so 
stacle :  land  is  of  different  char-  authoritatively  places  before  hi» 
acter  and  quality  ;  how  is  equality  Birmingham  constituents  ?  Is  it 
to  be  arrived  at  ?  We  are  perfect-  by  direct  inspiration  from  Divine 
ly  aware  that  this  line  of  argu-  authority  that  he  derives  this  new 
ment  has  an  appearance  of  absur-  and  wonderful  doctrine,  that  mcD 
dity  about  it  which  is  little  suited  are  born  each  with  a  share  in  the 
to  that  which  has  become  one  of  land  of  his  birth  ?  As  Christians 
the  greatest  questions  of  the  day  ;  we  readily  admit  that,  in  one  sense, 
but  the  theory  of  Messrs  George  men  are  all  bom  "  equal,** — that  is 
and  Chamberlain  is  so  absurd  in  to  say,  that  equally  to  high  and  low 
itself,  that  it  can  only  be  met  in  is  given  the  same  blessed  hope  of 
this  manner.  The  truth  is  that,  eternal  happiness  in  a  future  state, 
either  from  ignorance  or  some-  where  the  differences  which  exist 
thing  less  excusable,  these  would-  in  the  present  world  will  exist  no 
be  instructors  of  our  new  elec-  longer.  But  during  men's  pilgrim* 
torate  have  fallen  into  a  con-  age  upon  earth  these  differences  of 
fusion  of  ideas  which  would  be  rank,  wealth,  and  position  do  ex- 
thoroughly  ridiculous,  if  its  results  ist,  and  have  always  existed:  we 
were  not  likely  to  be  mischievous  are  distinctly  told  that  we  are  to> 
when  they  come  to  us  in  the  shape  "  have  the  poor  always  with  **  us  ; 
of  revolutionary  speeches  addressed  and  Providence  has  no  more  or- 
to  ill-informed  audiences.  Men  are  dained  that  men  shall  be  bom  with 
only  too  willing  to  believe  that  "equal  rights,"  than  that  they 
they  have  been,  somehow  or  other,  should  come  into  the  world  equiu 
deprived  of  rights,  and  treated  as  to  health,  size,  and  stren^h* 
with  injustice,  and  they  can  scarce-  Therefore  when  Messrs  Chamber* 
ly  be  blamed  for  listening  with  a  lain  and  George  propound  this 
ready  ear  to  persons  in  high  and  startling  doctrine,  they  are  simply 
responsible  positions  who  address  declaring  that  which  has  no  real 
them  in  such  a  strain.  existence  in  fact  and  truth. 

It  occurs  to  us  at  once  that  an  "  Private  ownership,"  whether  of 

orator  inspired  with  patriotic  feel-  land  or  of  anything  else,  is  only 

ings  at  such  a  time  as  the  present,  another  form   of  words  for   "  the 

would  have  rather  sought  to  point  right  of  possessing  ";  and  that  right 

out  to  the  newly  enfranchised  the  of    individuals    to    possess  is  an 

manner   in    which     the    different  absolute  necessity   to  a  civilised 

ranks  of  society  depend  one  upon  community,  and  could  not  be  ^^  re- 

the  other,  how  their  interests  are  versed,"  as  Mr  Chamberlain  appears 

blended,  how  no  one  class  can  suf-  to  wish,  without  the  greatest  det- 

fer  alone,  and  how  much  freedom  riment    to   the    general    interest, 

for  all  is  provided  under  our  mixed  The  mistake  which  is  made   by 

constitution.  Such  an  orator  would  these  advocates  of  a  relapse  into 

have  striven  to  awaken  his  hearers  primitive  barbarism,  is  in  pitting 

to  a  sense  of  the  new  and  respon-  "  private  ownership**  against  ^^com- 

sible  duties  about  to  be  imposed  mon  rights,**  as  if  the  two  things 
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were  naturally  opposed,  instead  of  available  resources  of  the  State,  is 

being,  as  they  are,  perfectly  com-  very  far  from  being  the  evil  which 

patible  when  fairly  and  accurately  these    democratic    orators    would 

defined.     "  Private  ownership "  of  teach   us  to  believe.     Meanwhile, 

property,  whilst  it  encourages  in-  it  is  the  "  commonright "  ot  every 

dividuals  to  acquire   that  which  is  member  of  the  community  in  which 

advantageous   to    themselves  and  private  ownership  exists,  to  profit 

their  families,  entails  upon  them  oy  the  results  which  are  obtained 

that  adequate  contribution  towards  by  the  taxation  of  property  for  the 

f>ublic  objects  which  Mr  Chamber-  general  good  ;  nor  is  such  common 

ain  improperly  calls  ^^  a  ransom  for  right  in  the   least  degree  opposed 

the  security    which   property  en-  to  the  existence   of  that    private 

I'oys,"  and  which,  in  his  speech  at  property  by  which,  indeed,  it  is 
pswich,  he  somewhat  more  justly  assisted  and  secured, 
called  "  the  insurance  which  wealth  There  is  one  point,  however, 
may  find  it  to  its  advantage  to  which  we  must  not  omit  to  men- 
provide  against  the  risks  to  which  tion  before  we  go  further  in  our 
It  is  undoubtedly  subject."  Neither  criticisms  of  those  wild  and  extra- 
definition,  however,  expresses  with  ordinary  "  extra-parliamentary  ut- 
entire  accuracy  the  real  nature  of  terances."  Mr  Chamberlain's  di- 
the  payments  which  are  entailed  atribes  are  all  directed  against 
upon  individuals,  and  applied  to  '^  private  ownership "  in  land.  But 
the  advantage  of  the  community  if  "  private  ownership "  per  ae  be 
by  and  through  the  existence  of  a  bad  thing,  why  stop  at  land? 
"  private  ownership."  These  pay-  Upon  what  principle  can  you  deny 
ments,  levied  under  different  forms  to  *'  every  man  who  is  bom  into 
of  taxation,  are  made  by  individ-  the  world "  a  fair  share  in  the 
uals  in  support  of  the  laws  and  mills,  the  shops,  the  mines,  the 
settled  institutions  which  have  houses,  and  in  every  other  pro- 
enabled  them  without  disturbance  perty  which  happens  to  exist  in 
to  employ  their  skill,  labour  and  the  "  land  of  his  birth "  ?  The 
capital  in  the  acquisition  of  pro-  Socialist  may  reply  that  there  is 
perty  in  one  form  or  another,  and  a  difference  between  land  and  pro- 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  perty  which  the  skill  and  labour 
framework  of  the  constitution  un-  of  man  has  created  ;  and  may  fly 
der  which  they  happen  to  live,  off  into  eloquent  declamation  to 
It  is  by  taxing  these  results  of  the  effect  that  land  is  to  man  as 
individual  efforts  and  individual  much  a  necessity  as  the  air  he 
enterprise  that  the  State— or  gene-  breathes — that  God  gave  both, 
ral  community — obtains  a  revenue  and  human  laws  have  no  right  to 
which  could  never  have  been  ob-  refuse  either  to  "  the  people.  This 
tainable  if  those  efforts  had  been  is  the  kind  of  argument  with 
restrained  and  that  enterprise  which  these  gentlemen  commonly 
stayed  by  any  such  veto  upon  reply  to  any  such  awkward  ques- 
"  private  ownership  "  as  that  which  tion  as  the  above.  It  is  an  argu- 
appears  so  desirable  in  the  eyes  of  ment,  however,  which  will  not  hold 
our  semi-Socialist  Cabinet  Minister  water  for  a  moment.  In  the  first 
and  his  ally.  Therefore  it  is  as  place,  the  far  lareer  proportion 
clear  as  daylight  (save  to  those  of  the  land  of  this  country  has 
who  do  not  wish  to  see)  that  "  pri-  been  so  treated,  so  cultivated,  and 
vate  ownership "  adding,  as  it  made  the  subject  and  recipient  of 
does,  to  the  aggregate  wealth  and  so  much   expenditure  in  the  pro- 
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cess  of  cultivatioD,  that  it  has  been  faith  by    any    other  similar  pro- 

practically,  so  far  as  its   present  eeeding. 

condition  and  value  are  concerned,  This,  however,  is  not  the  path 
as  much  created  by  the  skill  and  which  we  are  at  this  moment  in- 
labour  of  man  as  any  manufactured  vited  to  tread.  If  we  read  atten- 
property  which  can  be  named.  In  tively  Mr  Chamberlain's  Ipswich 
the  second  place,  land  is  not  only  speech,  delivered  a  few  days  sub- 
by  no  means  a  necessity  to  man  in  sequently  to  the  Birmingham  ora- 
the  same  sense  as  the  air,  which  is  tion,  we  shall  find  that  these  gen- 
essential  to  his  existence  ;  but  there  eral  platitudes  about  the  "  natural 
is  this  broad  and  marked  difference  rights  "  of  men,  and  *'  the  right  of 
between  them,  that  whilst  the  one  every  man  to  a  part  of  the  land  of 
is  inexhaustible,  the  other  is  limit-  his  birth,"  are  little  more  than  the 
ed  in  quantity.  Moreover,  whilst  smoke  under  cover  of  which  the 
the  one  is  intangible  and  invisible,  real  and  more  immediate  objects 
the  other  is  not  only  visible  and  tan-  of  the  speaker  may  be  approached 
gible,  but  taxable  into  the  bargain  ;  with  greater  safety.  ^'  Ask  for  a 
and  if  it  is  desired  bv  Mr  Cham-  great  deal,  that  jo\x  may  get  a 
berlain  and  his  Socialist  friends  to  little,"  is  a  favourite  motto  with 
put  air  and  land  upon  the  same  encroaching  politicians  ;  and  suffi- 
iooting,theirfir8t  logical  step  should  cient  bluster  about  ''natural 
be  to  take  all  taxation  whatever  rights "  and  the  like  may  create  a 
from  off  the  land  as  a  preliminary  feeling  of  distrust  and  alarm  in 
step.  This,  probably,  is  a  step  people's  minds  which  will  be  fol- 
wbich  has  hardlv  suggested  itself  lowed  by  such  a  natural  reaction 
to  the  minds  of  these  eminent  poli-  as  may  induce  a  more  favourable 
ticians,  yet  it  is  one  without  which  reception  of  Mr  Chamberlain's  real 
their  parallel  cannot  for  a  moment  meaning  and  desires,  when  they 
hold  good.  If,  indeed,  this  view  are  proclaimed  to  the  world  in  a 
should  be  adopted  by  the  nation,  tangible  and  practical  shape.  At 
it  is  difficult  to  see  to  what  it  would  Ipswich,  indeed,  we  must  do  the 
lead.  Whether  the  "  private  speaker  the  justice  to  say  that  he 
ownership  "  of  land  be  or  be  not  withdrew  nothing  that  he  had  ad- 
desirable  in  the  public  interest,  it  vanced  at  Birmingham.  He  stated 
is  beyond  all  question  the  fact  boldly,  indeed  in  other  words,  the 
that  the  vast  majority  of  private  text  from  which  he  had  previously 
owners  at  the  present  time,  or  their  preached. 

fathers  before  them,  have  acquired  **I  am  certain  that  our  Ldberalism 

their  land   by  fair  purchase,  under  has  no  chance  at  all  unless  it  will  re- 

the  laws  of  their  country— have,  in  c?«?J8f  J^®  rights  of  the  noor-^r 

many  instances   paid  largely  for  it  "l^^  ^  'i^'  .«^  ^^J  ^/'^/^  ""^fr 

J        !/«  _u^     Y    y^      p^J  chance  of  er\)omng  life.  In  the  earlier 

--and  could   not   be   dispossessed  stages  of  society  these  rights  were  fuUy 

without  repayment  from  the  coffers  recognised.    Land  used  to  be  held  in 

of  the  State.     To  take  the  land  for  common.    Every  man  who  was  bom 

the  purpose  of  redivision,  without  into  a  community  bad  his  apnortioned 

fair  and  adequate  compensation  to  share  in  the  great  natural  iimeritanoe 

those    whom    the  State   had  per-  o^  ^^^^  race,  and  if  he  was  wiUing  to 
mitted  to  acquire  it,  would  be  as    ^A^^J^'^S^^ 

flagrant    a    robbery  as  to    appro-  of  the  English pe^  has  beenbart^ed 
priate     the    three     per-cents.,     to    away  for  a  mess  cf  pottage,  and  U  has 

refuse  to  pay  interest  on  the  Na-  become  the  possession  of  private  own- 
tional  Debt,  or  to  violate  national    ers  of  property, ^^ 
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• 
We  hardly  remember  to  have  ever  he  mean  to  say  that  ^^in  the  earlier 
read  a  statement  made  by  a  respon-  staffes  of  society '' — i,  e,^  in  semi- 
sible  Minister  of  the  Crown  so  mis-  barbarous  times — ^the  poor  had  any 
ohievoos  in  spirit,  so  suggestive  of  rights  which  are  not  now  as  fully 
inferences  which  are  absolutely  recognised  as  then  ?  Of  course, 
untrue,  and  so  reckless  in  its  mis-  with  a  much  smaller  population, 
representation  of  history  and  facts,  the  evils  of  overcrowding  had  not 
Mr  Chamberlain  may  seek  for  arisen,  and  the  woes  and  misfor- 
**  Liberalism  "  what  support  he  tunes  of  the  poor  were  of  a  different 
pleases,  but  it  is  a  shameless  per-  character.  I>oes  Mr  Chamberlain 
version  of  truth  to  insinuate  that  really  pine  after  those  days,  and 
either  ''  Liberalism "  or  ''  Con-  believe  that  *'  land  being  held  in 
servatism  "  has  failed  to  recog-  common  ^  implies  a  better  and  hap- 
nise  **  the  right  of  the  poor  to  live,  pier  life  than  is  now  possible  for 
and  their  right  to  a  fair  chance  of  the  poor  ?  We  venture  to  say 
enjoying  life."  This  is  not  a  fair  *  that  these  vague,  general  state- 
attempt  to  obtain  political  support  ments  as  to  supposed  halcyon  days 
for  a  party,  but  an  obvious  insmu-  are  founded  upon  no  historical 
ation  that  the  newly  enfranchised  knowledge,  and  that  it  would 
class  have  hitherto  been  wronged  puzzle  the  orator  to  define  the 
and  oppressed  by  the  classes  above  particular  epoch  to  which  he  refers, 
them — ^an  insinuation  having  a  or  any  epoch  at  all  in  which  the 
direct  tendency  to  provoke  and  advantages  which  he  depicts  as 
justify  a  war  of  classes.  The  in-  having  been  within  the  reach  of 
sinuation  is  as  unworthy  as  it  is  the  poor  were  not  grievously  coun- 
ba^eless.  There  has  been  no  such  terbalanced  by  considerations  which 
want  of  recognition  either  among  he  shuts  out  of  sight  and  altogether 
politicians  of  any  party  or  among  ignores. 

the  owners  of  private  property,  But  the  last  sentence  which  we 
against  whom  the  President  of  tne  have  quoted  is  that  in  which  au- 
Board  of  Trade  has  started  his  dacity  of  misrepresentation  culmi- 
crusade.  To  use  his  own  phrase,  nates  to  its  higuest  point.  What 
^<  every  man  who  is  born  into  the  does  any  man  mean  by  telling  his 
world ''  has  the  right  to  live  ;  and  countrymen  that  their  "  birthright 
we  freely  concede  that  he  has  has  been  bartered  away  for  a  mess 
something  more  —  namely,  the  of  pottage,  and  has  become  the 
right  to  the  protection  of  the  laws,  possession  of  private  owners  of 
and  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  ad-  property"?  This  is  a  deliberate  and 
vantages  of  the  constitution  of  the  wholly  unjustifiable  charge  against 
country  in  which  he  happens  to  be  the  owners  of  property  of  having 
born.  It  is  something  more  that  robbed  the  puDlic.  The  process 
the  Socialist  demands — ^^namely,  a  which  Mr  Cfhamberlain  describes 
*^  natural  right,"  which  would  set  as  one  by  which  "  the  birthright " 
at  nought  those  laws  and  violate  of  the  English  p^^ople  has  been 
that  constitution  ;  and  this  is  a  bartered,  is,  in  plain  English,  noth- 
right  which  cannot  be  allowed  ing  more  nor  less  than  the  progress 
without  the  destruction  of  that  of  civilisation,  which  has  gradually 
order  and  civilisation  which  are  converted  vast  tracts  of  land  from 
essential  to  the  prosperity,  nay,  to  the  barren  and  unprofitable  condi- 
the  very  existence,  of  the  nation,  tion  in  which  they  would  otherwise 
But  what  does  Mr  Chamberlain  have  been  left  if  **  held  in  corn- 
mean  by  his  next  word  ?     Does  mon,"  has  developed  the  resouroes 
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of  the  country  to  an  enormous  ex. "  adviser  (not  being  himself  a  land- 
tent,  and  vastly  increased  her  ma-  owner)  does  not  "regard  with 
terial  wealth  and  the  prosperity  of  alarm."  But,  according  to  his  view, 
her  inhabitants.  The  "birthright"  "the  main  obstacle  seems  to  be  in 
of  Englishmen  would  have  been  the  farmers  themselves.  It  is,  in 
barren  indeed  but  for  that  "  mess  the  first  place,  in  the  way  in  which 
of  pottage  "  which  private  owners  they  play  into  the  hands  of  their 
have  given  during  a  long  series  of  landlords,  and  give  them  their  sup- 
years  m  the  shape  of  their  capital  port  in  propositions  which  would 
applied  to  the  cultivation  of  the  not  be  of  the  slightest  advantage 
soil,  and  which  represents  that  ex-  to  the  farmers  themselves  ;  and  m 
pansion  of  the  power  and  wealth  the  second  place,  it  is  owing  to  the 
of  Great  Britain  against  which  Mr  condition  of  existing  tenancies. 
Chamberlain  is  in  fact  protesting  Most  of  our  English  farmers  hold 
when  he  desires  to  return  to  that  rather  large  farms.  They  have  not 
old,  undeveloped,  primitive  condi-  sufficient  capital,"  Ac.  &c.  And 
tion  of  things  which,  if  advocated  then,  telling  his  audience  that  **  we 
by  an  old-fashioned  Tory,  he  would  import  every  year  from  £25,000,000 
be  the  first  to  deride,  but  which  to  £30,000,000  of  produce,  in  the 
is  the  only  state  of  things  under  shape  of  butter,  eggs,  cheese,  ponU 
which  land  can  be  "  held  in  com.  try,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  which 
mon  "  to  anv  appreciable  extent,  ought  to  be  grown  m  this  country, 
or  the  "  rights  "  of  those  whom  Mr.  Chambenain  declares  that  ^Hhis 
he  calls  "  the  poor  "  can  exist  with-  kind  of  cultivation  will  only  pros- 
out  being  the  "wrong"  of  the  per  when  it  is  in  the  hands  of  smaU 
whole  nation.  cultivators  ;  " — "  and  so  we  come 
After  having  indulged  in  the  back  to  what,  after  all,  is  the  most 
farrago  of  nonsense — but  mischiev-  urgent  and  pressing  need  of  all, — 
ous  nonsense — to  which  we  have  that  we  shall,  as  far  as  may  be, 
referred,  Mr  Chamberlain  wisely  go  back  to  the  old-time  freeholds 
told  his  Ipswich  audiences  that  he  in  the  land,  and  to  re-establish  the 
would  "  trv  not  to  lay  down  any  peasant  and  yeoman." 
absolute  platform  "  for  the  Liberal  We  pause  with  astonishment  as 
party,  but  would  endeavor  to  in-  we  read  these  words.  Can  these 
dicate  what  they  should  do,  especi-  be  the  sentiments  of  the  Radical 
ally  in  the  way  of  "social  legisla-  Free- trader  Mr  Chamberlain?  They 
tion."  As  time  and  space  forbid  carry  us  back  at  once  to  the  Com- 
us  to  discuss  several  interesting  law  debates  of  1846,  wherein  we 
suggestions  under  this  fruitful  shall  find  it  again  and  again  urged 
head,  we  must  content  ourselves  by  the  Protectionist  speakers  that 
with  a  reference  to  those  which  the  removal  of  "  protection  to 
concern  the  special  object  of  our  British  industry"  would,  as  one 
present  criticism.  Having  done  inevitable  result,  diminish  the  num- 
something  to  set  the  labouring  ber  of  "  peasants,"  and  drive  from 
classes  against  the  "  private  own-  amongst  us  this  very  class  of  small 
ers  "  of  land,  Mr  Chamberlain  could  landed  proprietors  which  we  are 
not  of  course  be  satisfied  without  now  told  it  is  so  essential  to  re- 
an  attempt  to  set  farmers  against  store  !  What  was  the  real  mean- 
their  landlords.  The  farmers  are  ing  of  that  great  struggle  between 
told  that  "  the  three  F's "  are  al-  Protection  and  Free-trade  ?  It 
most  within  their  reach,  and  that  meant  that  the  producers  iti  Eng- 

h  their  new  land   had,  in   process  of  time,  he* 
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come  outnumbered  by  the  cod-  proprietors  in  England  is  past  and 
sumers,  and  that,  in  the  supposed  gone.  Do  not  let  us  be  mistaken 
interest  of  the  latter,  cheapness  upon  this  point.  Reference  has 
must  be  the  one  thing  aimed  at  in  recently  been  made  to  the  small 
our  future  legislation.  But  it  holding  encouraged  and  created 
meant  at  the  same  time,  and  as  a  by  Lord  Tollemache  upon  his  estate, 
certain  consequence  of  this  new  There  is  one  feature,  however,  in 
policy,  that  the  poorer  and  smaller  this  case,  which  renders  it  entirely 
producer  must  be  gradually  crushed  different  from  anything  suggested 
out  of  existence,  and  that,  as  far  by  Mr  Chamberlain.  It  is  stated 
as  the  production  of  food  was  con-  that  each  of  these  small  holders  is 
cerned,  labour  must  be  economised  expected  to  haye  some  trade  or 
by  the  employment  of  machinery;  occupation — that  is,  something  to> 
the  expense  of  buildings  must  oe  rely  upon  beyond  that  which  he 
reduced  by  the  merging  of  small  can  make  out  of  the  produce  of  his> 
into  large  farms;  hedges  must  be  land.  Now,  at  each  village  can  only 
grubbed,  modem  improvements  support  a  limited  number  of  trades- 
everywhere  introduced,  and  addi-  men  of  every  description,  it  is  evi- 
tional  skill  and  capital  imported  dent  that  the  limit  must  soon  b& 
into  the  cultivation  of  the  land,  reached  at  which  such  holdings  can 
All  this  tended,  of  course,  to  the  be  available  for  the  inhabitants, 
same  result.  The  number  of  small  We  would,  however,  go  as  far  as 
owners  and  of  small  farmers  de-  to  say  that  small  holdings  may  be 
creased  and  if  Mr  Cliamberlain  beneficial  even  under  a  wider  ap- 
could  ascertain  the  present  condi-  plication  of  the  principle.  It  is 
tion  of  the  whole  class  of  freeholders  desirable  that  every  labourer  should 
owning  less  than  one  hundred  acres  have  a  fair-sized  garden  to  his  cot- 
of  land,  he  would  probably  find  tage,  which  undoubtedly  adds  both 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  to  his  comfort  and  his  content, 
them  have  mortgaged  their  pro-  It  is  also  extremely  useful,  where 
perty  to  the  extent  of  at  least  two-  practicable,  that  holdings  should 
thirds  of  its  value — that  they  are  exist  of  a  sufiicient  size  to  enable 
paying  interest  higher  than  the  the  holder  to  keep  a  cow,  and  to 
amount  of  an  ordinary  rent,  and  grow  vegetables  and  roots,although 
are  in  most  cases  worse  off  than  he  may  not  be  possessed  of  capital 
a  day-labourer  in  regular  em-  sufiicient  to  failn  upon  a  large 
ployment.  Perhaps,  however,  Mr  scale.  This,  however,  can  seldom 
Chamberlain  would  tell  us  that  be  arranged  unless  in  close  prox- 
he  is  referring  to  a  smaller  class  imity  to  a  town  or  village,  wherein 
still — that  by  "  peasants  and  yeo-  the  occupier  of  such  a  holding  re- 
men"  he  intends  to  signify  persons  sides.  The  moment  it  is  attemptc 
with  one,  two,  or  three  acres  of  ed,  under  the  existing  circum- 
land.  Be  it  so.  Does  any  one  stances  of  farming,  to  carry  out 
who  possesses  practical  knowledge  such  a  project  to  a  large  extent, 
upon  the  subject  suppose  for  a  the  necessity  of  erecting  dwell- 
moment  that,  except  in  the  case  ings  and  the  necessary  buildings 
of  garden  ground  in  the  immediate  even  for  a  very  small  holding, 
vicmity  of  town,  a  man  can  at  the  will  require  so  much  capital  as  to 
present  time  support  himself  render  it  impossible  that  the  ex*> 
upon  such  a  quantity  of  land  ?  periment  should  be  fairly  remuner- 
There  is  but  one  answer  to  the  ative.  It  may  be  safely  assumed 
question.     The  day  of  such  small  that  where  small  holdings  can  be 
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made  to  pay,  they  will  continue  to  public  interest.     In  almost   every 

exist;  but  to  return  to    the  prim-  instance,  the  common  has  belonged 

itive  times  and  the   primitive  sys-  not  to  the  general  public,  but   to 

tem   which  •  Mr    Chamberlain    so  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  a  certain 

much  regrets,  is   not  only   an  im-  defined  and  separate  portion  of  the 

possibility,  but,  under  the  present  public,  called   "  the   commoners," 

conditions  of  life,  would  create  a  whose  rights  have  been  fully  and 

positive  injury  to  the  class  in  whose  fairly    considered    in     the  act  of 

interests   he  affects    to  make  the  enclosure.    The  general  public  have 

suggestion.  doubtless  had  a  "  right  of  way  " 

We  cannot  stop  to  inquire  into  in  many  cases,  which  has  always 

the  manner  in  which  Mr  Chamber-  been  carefully  secured  to  them  ; 

lain  proposes  to   obtain   the  land  but  to  have  given  to   them  anj- 

necessary  for  the  restoration  of  the  thing  more  would  have  been  a  dis- 

<;Iass  to  which  he  looks  with  such  tinct  act  of  confiscation  of  •  the 

favour,  but  we  rejoice  to  see  that,  rights  of  the  commoners,  whether 

in  a  recent  letter  as  to  some  criti-  man}r  or  few  in  number. 
<3isms    upon    his    Ipswich    speech        If  it  be  desirable  that  the  State 

made  by  Mr  Foljambe,  M.  P.,  he  should  purchase  land  '^  at  a  fair 

declares    that   his   proposals  ''  are  value  "  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 

based  on  a  fair  value  being  paid  lishing    a  number  of    ''  old-time 

for  any  land  which   it  mav  be  ex-  freeholds,"  it  may  be  pointed  out 

pedient  for  the  State  or  the  com-  that  there  never  was  a  time  when 

m unity  to   acquire  ;    and    in    the  so  much  land   was  in   the  market 

speech  itself  he  makes  the  remark  which  its  proprietors  would  gladly 

with  reference  to  what  he  calls  the  sell.      But  is  this    what    is    con- 

*^  absorption"  of  common  land  or  veyed — or  what  is  intended  to  be 

of  any   other  public  rights,  that  conveyed —  to     the     agricultural 

**  robbery  is  robbery,  whether  it  is  labourers  and   others  of   the  new 

practised  agaijistthe  individual  or  electorate  to  whom  these  speeches 

against  the  State,^'* — an  observation  are  addressed,   and  to  whom  the 

which  it  would   have  been  well  if  acquisition  of  land  is  held  out   as 

the  speaker  and  his  colleagues  had  a   tangible    benefit   to  be  placed 

borne    in    mind    in    their    recent  within    their    reach   if    they    use 

Irish  land  agitation,  and  which,  at  their  votes  as  the  speaker  desires  ? 

least,  will  be  impressed  upon  their  Not  at  all.     It  would  be  no  attrac- 

memory     more     strongly    in   the  tion  to   Sussex   labourers   in   full 

future.  pay  to  be  transplanted  into  Essex. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  Something  nearer  home  would  be 
commons,  indeed,  Mr  Chamberlain  required,  and  therefore  land  must 
falls  into  the  usual  error  of  Radi-  be  forcibly  taken,  at  whatever  the 
cal  orators,  and  talks  of  ''  rights  "  State  may  please  to  consider  ''  a 
having  been  taken  from  the  public,  fair  value,"  from  those  who  may 
in  a  manner  which  shows  gross  by  no  means  desire  to  sell  it.  But 
ignorance  of  the  question.  In  the  if  land,  why  not  other  things  ?  If 
<;ase  of  very  many  enclosures,  the  it  is  robbery  on  my  part  to  have 
act  has  been  performed  mainly,  a  couple  of  thousand  acres  of 
if  not  solely,  tor  the  purpose  of  land  (for  which  I  or  my  fore- 
bringing  uncultivated  and  waste  fathers  probably  paid  a  high  price), 
fand  under  tillage,  thus  increasing  whilst  my  neighbors  Hodge  and 
the  food-producing  power  of  the  his  comrades  have  none,  why  is 
-country   strictly    m  and    for  the  it  not  also  robbery  for  Mr  A.   or 
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Mr  B. '  to  have  railway  stock,  guage  of  the  *  Times,'  in  its  corn- 
house  or  funded  property,  of  the  ments  upon  hie  Ipswich  speech) 
same  value  ?  **  the  moat  completely  exploded  ojT 

Moreover,  if  this  State  purchase  political  quackeries.^^  Under  ordi- 
and  distribution  of  land  is  to  begin,  nary  circumstances  we  should  have 
whatparticularportionof  the  work,  no  fear  that  such  foolish  and  mis- 
ing  classes  is  to  have  the  first  claim  chievous  doctrines  would  have  pro- 
to  receive  a  portion  of  the  prize  ?  duced  the  smallest  effect  upon  the 
Plausible  as  the  theory  may  be  public  -mind.  But  we  must  recol- 
made  to  appear  in  the  mouth  of  lect  the  position  of  the  speaker,, 
the  mob-orator  and  communistic  and  the  circumstances  under  which 
Minister,  its  practical  working  the  speeches  have  been  delivered, 
would  be  found  to  be  surroundea  The  latter  have  been  avowedly  ad« 
with  difficulties.  If  proof  of  this  dressed  to  the  body  of  newly  en- 
were  desired,  it  is  to  be  fojind  in  franchised  electors,  with  a  view  ta 
the  condition  of  many  landed  pro-  guide  them  in  the  first  exercise  of 
prietors  at  the  present  moment,  their  electoral  power.  The  former, 
Their  owners  would  be  only  too  is  a  man  whom  the  present  Prime 
glad  to  let  large  portions  of  them  Minister  has  elevated  to  a  platform 
to  small  holders,  or  even  to  sell  to  from  whence  his  words  are  widely 
small  owners.  But  the  class  is  heard,  and  must  have  considerable 
not  to  be  found.  Let  any  man  weight.  For  they  are  the  words- 
look  around  his  own  dwelling  and  of  one  of  those  whom  Mr  Glad- 
ask  himself,  in  the  first  place,  stone  has  placed  among  the  coun- 
where  he  could  obtain  men  able  sellers  of  his  Sovereign,  and  whose 
and  willing  to  become  the  owners  sentiments,  if  not  wholly  in  accord- 
at  a  fair  price  of  small  lots  of  ance  with  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
land  ;  and  in  the  second  place.  Cabinet,  must,  so  long  as  his  col- 
what  hope  such  men  could  have  leagues  remain  mute  after  his  re- 
of  supporting  themselves  and  their  peated  declarations,  be  held  ta 
families  upon  the  produce  of  such  approximate  to  their  views  suffi- 
land  ?  If  the  land  is  to  be  pur-  ciently  to  allow  them  to  conduct 
chased  for  the  new  class  by  the  with  joint  responsibility  the  affairs* 
State,  the  question  of  the  terms  of  the  nation.  Does  Mr  Gladstone 
upon  which  it  is  to  be  held  would  bold  these  sentiments  ;  and  if  so, 
give  rise  to  a  fresh  crop  of  diffi-  does  he  still  plume  himself  upon 
culties  ;  and  if  we  could  create  a  being  a  follower  of  the  late  Sir 
large  class  of  small  freeholders  to-  Robert  Peel  ?  Hear  the  words  of 
morrow,  within  a  week  the  opera,  that  great  statesman  upon  the 
tion  of  natural  laws  would  have  second  reading  of  his  Corn  Law 
begun  to  create  inequalities ;  ere  Bill  in  1846  :  "  I  am  not  one  of 
long  the  property  of  one  man  those  who  wish  to  see  the  constitu- 
would  have  increased,  that  of  tion  of  this  country  more  democra- 
others  would  have  dwindled  away  tic  than  it  is.  I  cannot  think  that 
and  disappeared,  and  the  demon  of  the  public  mind  wishes  it  to  be 
private  ownership  would  again  ap-  more  democratic  than  it  is.  I  have 
pear  in  this  visionary  paradise.  no  faith  in  Governments  guided  by 

We  are  well  aware  that  to  well,  uncontrolled   popular  passions.     I 

informed  and   thinking  men,   the  have  no  wish  to  see  the  aristocra- 

appeal    which     Mr     Chamberlain  tic  element  weakened   in  our  con- 

makes    to   "natural   rights"   will  stitution."      Then      turn     to    the 

be  well   known  to  be  (in  the  Ian-  speeches  of  Mr   Gladstone's    col- 
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league,  and  see  him  rejoicing  that  in  good  humour.  To  be  sure,  there 
**^  democracy  has  established  itself  seemed  something  incongruous  in 
in  the  seat  of  authority,"  and  that  placing  among  the  confidential  ad- 
^*  this^  democratic  movement  will  visers  6f  a  monarch,  those  who 
be  accentuated  by  the  proposal  of  had  avowed  republican  opinions  ; 
the  Seats  Bill."  and  in  bringing  those  wno  have 
Sir  Robert  Peel  was  at  least  a  spoken  with  scant  respect  of  the 
<;onstitutional  statesman,  and  to  Koyal  Family  into  close  proximity 
such  a  title  the  present  Prime  to  the  Sovereign.  These,  however, 
Minister  has  forfeited  all  claim,  are  of  course  old-fashioned  ideas. 
What  is  the  secret  of  Mr  Chamber-  and  could  not  for  a  moment  be  al- 
lain's  presence  in  the  Cabinet,  and  lowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  that 
the  authority  thereby  given  to  his  paramount  object — the  securing  of 
revolutionary  harangues?  It  is  place  and  power  to  the  Liberal 
easily  told.  Three  things  mainly  party.  To  obtain  this  essential 
contributed  to  the  Liberal  victory  objectf  every  scruple  must  be  cast 
of  1880.  One,  perhaps  not  so  aside.  Radicals,  atheists,  repub- 
*widely  known  as  its  importance  licans,  all  have  votes,  and  all  are 
deserves,  was  the  action  of  the  orthodox  members  of  the  party 
great  body  of  Wesleyan  Method-  which  falsely  arrogates  to  itself 
ists,  who,  for  the  first  time  in  the  title  of  "Liberal."  In  order 
the  electioneering  history  of  the  to  conciliate  the  support  of  such 
last  fifty  years,  threw  their  whole  people,  Mr  Gladstone  formed  his 
weight  into  the  scales  of  the  Government  upon  so  broad  a  basis 
Liberal  party.  A  greater  thing,  as  to  admit  the  holders  of  opinions 
possibly,  was  the  untiring  zeal  and  such  as  those  we  criticise  to-day. 
energy  with  which  Mr  Gladstone  Mr  Gladstone  is  sometimes 
himself  preached  an  anti-Beacons-  spoken  of  by  his  friends  as  the 
field  policy,  and  persuaded  the  incarnation  of  all  that  is  moderate 
country  that  he  was  the  apostle  — the  one  man  who  is  able  to 
of  peace  and  economy,  protesting  temper  and  restrain  the  impetuous 
against  war  and  extravagance,  spirits  of  his  party.  Alas !  there 
The  greatest  of  all  was  the  con-  is  another  and  truer  reading  of  his 
fidence  which  Lord  Ilartington  character  and  position.  The  belief 
had  inspired  in  the  large  body  of  in  his  "  moderation  "  —  the  idea 
moderate  men,  Liberals  and  non-  that  the  "disciple  of  Sir  Robert 
politicians,  who,  giving  credence  Peel  V  cannot  be  really  an  enemy 
to  Mr  Gladstone's  repeated  asscr-  to  our  monarchical  institutions — 
tious  that  he  had  no  intention  of  this,  and  the  homage '  paid  to  his 
returnini'  to  oflice,  rallied  round  undoubted  talent,  have  enabled 
that  which  they  believed  to  be  Mr  Gladstone  to  keep,  in  his 
the  flag  of  steady  and  progressive  Cabinet  and  among  his  followers, 
Liberalism.  But  as  soon  as  the  men  who,  but  for  him,  would  have 
Radical  portion  of  the  press  and  been  fighting  boldly  to-day  against 
the  personal  adherents  of  Mr  the  pernicious  doctrines  of  a  George 
Gladstone  had  persuaded  thein-  and  a  Chamberlain.  It  is  a  corn- 
selves  and  him  that  he  was  the  mon  whisper  among  Liberals — 
only  possible  Prime  Minister  for  "  When  Gladstone  eoes,  there  must 
the  Liberal  party,  it  became  evi-  be  great  changes."  Yes — but  in 
dent  that  those  who  had  forced  what  direction  ?  The  name  and 
their  candidate  into  the  Premier-  authority  of  the  Premier  may,  it 
ship  must  be  conciliated  and  kept  is  true,  have  somewhat  restrained 
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the  impetuosity  of  Radicalism,  but  in  the  state  of  life  to  which  it  shall 
they  have  at  the  same  time  led  please  Ood  to  call  them.  I  think 
those  who  could  and  would  effectu-  that  is  a  rich  mafias  gospel,  and  a 
ally  have  opposed  it  to  a  point  at  barren  programme.^"*  What  is  the 
which  their  opposition  will  be  too  meaning  of  these  words?  Evidently 
late.  These  men — many  of  whom  from  their  context,  not  that  the 
have  condemned  in  their  hearts  "  working  classes  "  are  to  do  their 
and  disapproved  in  their  private  duty  as  God-fearing  citizens,  and 
conversations  the  measures  which  strive,  as  every  good  Conservative 
they  have  reluctantly  supported  would  have  them  strive,  to  better 
by  their  votes — these  men  have  their  position  under  the  fair  condi- 
much  to  answer  for  to  their  country,  tions  which  our  free  constitution 
They  may,  however,  be  regarded  affords,  and  by  the  practice  of  such 
with  pity ;  for  whilst  they  are  thrift  and  providence  as  have 
gradually  losing,  if  they  have  not  hitherto  raised  many  of  their  class 
alrjeady  lost,  the  confidence  of  those  in  the  sopial  scale.  No  ;  it  is 
who  trusted  them  to  resist  extreme  something  else  which  Mr  Cham- 
and  violent  measures,  they  are  berlain  dangles  before  their  eyes  : 
laughed  to  scorn  by  their  Radical  something  to  be  obtained  by  means 
colleagues,  and  will  be  cast  aside  as  of  the  vote  which  has  just  been 
soon  as  it  suits  the  purpose  of  the  given  them  ;  something  to  be 
latter  to  do  so.  wrested  from  other  classes  against 
What  are  these  speeches  of  Mr  whom  they  are  excited  by  the 
Chamberlain's  but  a  bid  for  the  whole  tone  and  tenor  of  those  in- 
leadership  of  that  Radical  faction  flammatory  speeches.  And  for  all 
which  will  soon  absorb  the  so-  that  may  follow  as  the  result  of 
called  Liberal  party?  They  are  this  teaching,  the  whole  of  the 
something  more  indeed.  They  present  Government,  and  beyond 
are,  if  not  intended,  at  least  all  men  Mr  Gladstone  himself, 
eminently  calculated,  to  excite  a  must  be  held  directly  responsible 
war  of  classes, — the  poor  against  to  the  country.  These  are  not 
the  rich, — and  to  bring  upon  this  matters  which  should  be  left  "  open 
country  all  the  misery  and  ruin  questions"  in  any  Cabinet.  Mr 
which  a  similar  war  brought  upon  Chamberlain  has  boldly  and  loud- 
France  at  the  close  of  the  last  ly  declared  himself  the  advocate  of 
century.  As  if  he  had  not  been  n*ee,  that  is  State  paid,  education 
sufficiently  explicit  in  his  previous  for  the  working  classes,  of  paid 
speeches,  what  does  Mr  Chamber-  members  of  Parliament,  the  remis- 
lain  say  upon  the  29th  January,  sion  of  all  indirect  taxation,  a  sys- 
again  addressing  his  Birmingham  tem  of  graduated  taxation,  and  the 
constituents  ?  Imputing  to  Sir  forcible  taking  of  land  from  those 
Stafford  Northcote  a  desire  (which  who  are  legally  entitled  to  it,  for 
we  need  hardly  say  had  never  been  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  it  upon 
expressed  by  him)  to  prevent  the  communistic  principles.  In  order 
labourers  and  artisans  from  im-  to  justify  the  latter  proposal,  he 
proving  their  condition,  Mr  Cham-  roundly  accuses  "  some  people  "  (a 
berlain  sneeringly  continues  :  "The  sufficiently  wide  term)  of  confisca- 
working  classes  in  this  country  are  tion,  plunder,  and  robbery  ;  and 
to  contmue  in  thoifuture  as  they  endeavours  to  show  the  poor  that 
have  in  the  past — to  order  them-  they  are  poor,  not  because  it  is 
selves  lowly  and  reverently  to  all  the  ordering  of  Providence  that 
their  betters,  and  to  do  their  duty  there  should  be  inequalities  of  rank 
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and  wealth  in  the  world,  and  be-  as  a  sign  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
cause  natural  causes  necessitate  disapproval  of  the  extravagant 
poverty  in  countries  with  an  ever-  utterances  of  his  President  of  the 
increasing  population,  but  because  Board  of  Trade.  On  the  other 
they  are  oppressed  and  robbed  hand,  the  presence  of  these  men^ 
by  the  classes  above  them,  or  ra-  and  of  others  who  are  supposed  to 
ther  by  the  laws  and  institutions  of  hold  moderate  views,  in  tne  same 
their  country,  which  protect  the  Cabinet  with  Mr  Chamberlain, 
latter  in  the  possession  of  their  goes  to  show  that  his  opinions  are 
property.  not  considered  by  the  Government 
The  country  has  a  ri^ht  to  call  to  be  as  subversive  of  the  British 
upon  Mr  Gladstone  and  his  Cabinet  Constitution  as  they  undoubtedly 
either  to  let  us  know  that  these  are,  and  in  fact  gives  greater 
are  their  accepted  doctrines,  or  weight  to  his  speeches.  The  coun- 
boldly  to  disavow  them.  The  matter  try  will  not  believe  that  the  "  Con- 
is  too  serious,  the  crisis  too  grave,  stitutional  Liberals "  in  Mr  Gkul- 
f or  dallying  with  principles  which  stone's  Cabinet  are  sincere  or  tmst- 
have  wrought  ruin  to  other  nations,  worthy  unless  they  now  speak  out. 
and  which  cannot  he  innocuous  Let  them  at  once  repudiate  the 
if  permitted  to  prevail  in  Great  Communistic  doctrines  of  their 
Britain.  Even  though  the  result  colleague ;  let  them  have  the  oour- 
might  be  such  a  terrible  disaster  aee  to  show  the  world  that  the 
as  the  interruption  of  the  concord  plunder  of  private  owners  is  not 
and  the  imperilling  of  the  unity  the  policy  of  the  Liberal  party^ 
of  the  Liberal  party,  there  is  a  and  the  "natural  rights"  of  man 
plain  duty  before  those  of  Mr  no  part  of  its  accepted  creed  :  or 
Gladstone's  Gk>vernment  who  are  if  they  have  not  the  honesty  and 
loyal  to  the  Crown  and  Constitn-  wisdom  to  take  such  a  course,  let 
tion  of  their  country,  and  heavy  them  at  least  banish  from  their 
indeed  will  be  their  responsibility  minds  the  delusion  that  they  can 
if  that  duty  be  forgotten  or  evaded,  be  associated  with  the  teachers  of 
The  recent  accession  to  the  Cabi-  these  pernicious  theories  withont 
net  of  Mr  Shaw-Lefevre  ^who  in  weakening  their  own  influence  for 
one  of  his  last  public  speecnes  has  good,  and  practically  lending  the 
boldly  condemned  the  wild  doc-  support  of  their  character  and 
trines  preached  by  Mr  Chamber-  position  to  doctrines  whioh  in 
lain^  and  of  Lord  Rosebery  (who  their  souls  they  abhor,  and  to  men 
is  himself  guilty  to  a  large  extent  whom  in  their  consciences  they  be- 
of  the  crime  of  "private-owner-  lieve  to  be  the  worst  enemies  of 
ship "  in  land)  may,  by  persons  of  the  Crown  and  Constitution  of 
a  sanguine  temperament,  be  hailed  Great  Britain. 
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FORTUNE'S  WHEEL— PART  I. 

'*  Turn,  Fortime.  torn  thy  wheel  with  smile  or  frown, 
With'  thAt  wild  wheel  we  go  not  ap  or  down  ; 

For  num  is  msn,  and  master  of  his  fste/*  i 

CHAPTER   I. — A    HIGHLAND    HOMB-COMIN6. 

F1118T-CXA68  travellers  are  rare  in  and  advice  ;  and  he  may  simul- 
the  month  of  June  on  the  western  taneously  indulge  his  indolence  and 
and  wilder  section  of  the  Great  fussiness  by  managing  to  make  an 
West  of  Scotland  Railway.  The  infinite  ado  about  nothing.  Save 
season  of  tourists  is  not  yet ;  and  a  lonely  shooting-lodge  or  two,  a 
sportsmen  seldom  begin  to  straggle  couple  of  manses,  and  the  residence 
northwards  before  the  second  week  of  Glenconan,  there  is  nothing  in 
of  (August.  Through  three-fourths  the  shape  of  a  gentleman's  house 
of  the  year  the  Company  must  within  a  radius  of  some  score  of 
rely  for  dividends  or  debenture  miles ;  and  although  the  ^*  Mac- 
interest  on  its  goods  traffic — carry-  TaVish  Arms  and  Posting  Establish- 
ing cattle  and  sheep,  herring  bar-  ment"  stands  within  a  short  gun- 
rels,  and  wire-fencins,  with  miscel-  shot  of  the  station,  in  those  open- 
laneous  trifles  of  the  Kind.  As  for  ing  days  of  June  it  has  barely 
Auchnadarroch  station,  which  is  tuen  down  its  shutters, 
situated  at  the  head  of  Strathoran,  So  it  was  all  the  stranger  that, 
the  station-master,  metaphorically  one  bright  afternoon  in  June,  the 
as  well  as  physically,  is  one  of  the  station  should  be  the  scene  of  un- 
biggest  men  in  the  north  country*  wonted  excitement.  The  platform. 
Dressed  in  a  deal  of  brief  author-  usually  left  to  be  cleansed  by  the 
ity,  he  has  the  satisfaction  of  rains  and  winds,  was  swept  and 
patronising  the  coifhtry -folks  who  garnished  ;  the  porter  had  taken  his 
travel  by  the  trains  ;  he  is  toadied  hands  out  of  the  pockets  of  his 
in  the  summer  by  innocent  Cock-  corduroys  ;  the  station-master  was 
neys,  helplessly  eager  for  direction  standing  at  attention,  and  in  close 
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convocation  with  an  elderly  High-  again.  I'm  thinking  he  will  be 
lander  in  homespuns  ;  while  the  turning  Corry  vreckan  and  Glengoy 
smoke  of  the  tram  was  visible  in  into  deer  ;  and  'deed  these  shep- 
the  middle-distance,  as  it  came  sob-  herd-men  are  just  one  of  the 
bing  and  puffing  up  the  stiff  incline,  plagues  of  Egypt  that  the  minis- 
The  cause  of  the  excitement  might  ter  would  be  speaking  about  the 
be  explained  by  a  carriage  that  had  former  Sabbath-day.'' 
pulled  up  on  the  shingle  sweep  Meanwhile  the  train  was  ap- 
before  the  pine-built  porch  of  the  proacbing,  and  at  last  it  drew  up 
little  booking-office.  It  was  a  wag-  at  the  platfoi'm.  Three  gentlemen 
gonette  of  teak,  with  a  pair  of  got  out  of  a  first-class  carriage, 
smart  chestnut  cobs — one  and  the  Tlie  station-master  received  them 
other  strong,  low,  and  service-  cap  in  hand,  with  an  obsequious- 
able  ;  while  the  well-set-up  driver  ness  significant  of  the  solemnity  of 
had  a  certain  style  about  him  that  the  occasion.  As  for  Donald,  he 
savoured  rather  of  the  Parks  and  slightly  lifted  his  deer-stalker  bon- 
Piccadilly  than  of  Ross-shire.  net,  and  palled  shyly  at  a  grizzled 

"And  as  I  was  saying  to  you,  forelock  ;  but  his  grey  eyes  gleamed 

Mr  Ferguson,"  drawled  the  High-  with  such  a  soft  satisfaction  as  you 

lander  in  homespun,  "  this  will  be  may  see  in  a  friendly  collie  gratified 

a  great  day  for  Glenconan."  by  the  home-coming  of  his  master. 

"  I  do  not  doubt  it,  Mr  Ross —  The  foremost  of  the  three,  who 
I  do  not  doubt  it,"  replied  the  naturally  took  the  lead,  was  a  hale 
other,  motioning  away  with  an  veteran  of  about  sixty  or  somewhat 
affable  wave  of  the  arm  the  tender  more,  cast  very  much  in  the  manly 
of  the  Highlander's  snuff-mull.  He  mould  of  the  keeper.  His  dress 
was  excited,  and  could  not  help  was  almost  as  rough,  though  care- 
showing  it,  though  he  prided  him-  full^  put  on  ;  but  there  was  no 
self  on  the  serenity  of  his  deport-  possibility  of  mistaking  him  for 
ment.  "  We  do  what  we  can  ;  but  anything  but  a  gentleman  :  and  if 
man's  powers  are  limited,  and  we  his  face  was  beaming  with  excite- 
must  have  resident  proprietors  if  ment  and  good-humour,  he  was 
we  are  to  develop  the  local  traffic."  nevertheless  the  sort  of  man  you 

Donald    Ross    rumpled   up.  his  would  have  been  sorry  to  quarrel 

shaggy  eyebrows.     He  was  a  fine  with.  There  was  energy  of  purpose 

specimen  of  the  elderly  hillman —  in  the  features,  that  were  high  and 

as  tall  as  the  station-master,  and  evea  harsh,  as  in  the  flash  of  the 

far  more  muscular.     Hard-looking  keen  grey  eyes ;  with  a  touch  of  sar- 

and  weather-beaten,  he  seemed  to  castic  resolution  about  the  comers 

have  worked  away,  in  a  long  life  of  the  firm  mouth.     His  compan- 

among  the  hills,  all  superabundant  ions,  who  kept  themselves  modestly 

flesh   from   his    bone    and   sinew,  in  the  background,  were  boys  in 

Though  his  Saxon  was  serviceable,  comparison.     On&  of  them  might 

like  the  cobs,  he  was  not  strong  in  have  come  of  age  a  year  or  two 

it ;  he  failed  to  catch  the  meaning  before ;  the  other  was  some  half- 

of  the  station. master,  and  he  struck  dozen  years  his  senior, 

back  into  his  own  line  of  thought.  The  elderlv  gentleman  ackuow- 

"  Ay,  more  [resident  gentlemen,  ledged  the  salatation  of  the  station- 
as  you  were  saying,  will  be  a  great  master  with  a  nod,  and  a  quick 
thing  ;  and  it  will  be  a  great  thing  look  that  seemed  to  read  the  man 
for  Glenconan  when  we  have  one  through  and  dispose  of  him.  Bat 
of    the   '  Glenconans '    among    us  his  greeting  to  Donald  was  cor- 
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4ia1ity     itself    as  he  held  out  the  of  the  Bran  and   up  the  romantic 

muscular  hand,  which    the    otbor  valley  of  the  tributary  Conan.  Tha 

evidently  had  expected.  comparatively   open  character    of 

"  Aod  so  you  re  here,  are  you,  the  pustoral  scenery  in  the  former 

Mr  RoBB,  iDBtead  of   upon  Ftina-  valley  is  a  fitting  approach  to  the 

chan  ;  and  this  is  the  way   you've  more  gloomy  grandeur  of  the  other, 

been  looking  after  the  <leer  in  my  Dipping    into     Strathoran,     after 

absence."  some  of  the  more  savage  landscapes 

Donald  grinned  a  ividth  of  n-ei-  through  which  you  have  passed  in 

come  like  the  breaking  of  a  blaxe  the  train,  you  nlight  pronounce  the 

of  sunshine  after  a  thunderstorm  country  almost  tame.     The  river 

over  the  waters  of  the  iiiigbhour.  meanders    among    gently  sloping 

ing  Lochconan.  green  hills,  strewed  nere  and  there 

"And 'deed  it  was  virv  little  of  with    stones,    and      crested    with 

the  deer  that  I  wastbinking  of  to-  heather.     From   the  level    of  the 

day,  Glenconan, — though  I  might  carriage-road  you  seldom  catch  a 

possibly   have  been    speaking    of  glimpse  of  the  towering  summits 

them  to  the  station-master  here,"  of  any  of  the    noble  giants  in  the 

be  added,  conscientiously.     "  And  background;  bot  at  the  "meeting 

it's  a  pity    but    there   was   your  of  the   waters,"  when   the  ('ou&n 

Eiper  to  give  you  yonr  welcome;  pins  the  Bran,  the  scenery  changes 
nt  Peter  bas  been  palsied  since  its  character  altogether.  Entenng 
the  Martinmas  before  last — and  the  side-gorge,  where  the  shadows 
short  in  the  wind,  moreover.  And  gather  even  at  noon,  we  leave  soft- 
how  have  yon  been  keeping,  sir  ;  ness  and  light  for  sternness  and 
and  how  was  Miss  Grace  'i "  desolation.  The  swift  black  rush 
"  Exceedingly  well,  and  all  the  of  the  C'onan,  which  bas  been  pent 
better  for  the  thought  of  coming  for  a  space  between  beetling  cliffs, 
home.  I  can  answer  for  rnvf-elf,  pitches  itself  in  the  exuberance  of 
and  1  can  answer  for  her  loo.  Am  sudden  release  over  a  brawhng  and 
for  Miss  Grace,  you  will  sw  her  foaming  waterfall.  The  eddies  of 
here  in  a  few  days,  and  then  she  the  deep  dark  poolbelow  oonfound 
«an  speak  for  herself,  which  she  is  themselvei  with  the  reflected  black- 
very  well  able  to  do.  And  now,  ness  of  interlacing  fir-boughs.  As 
Donald,  lend  a  hand  with  the  for  the  road,  it  bas  been  roughly 
luggage,  will  you  ?  I  long  to  be  yet  shrewdly  engineered  along  the 
.  off,  and  up  the  glen."  sloping  ledges  of  the  cliffs  that 
As  for  the  luggage,  it  was  light  hang  between  the  hills  and  the 
enough.  The  heavy  baggage  nad  river.  It  is  a  safe  enough  ascent, 
been  forwarded  a  few  days  before,  for  the  gradients  are  broad  though 
la  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  the  Sleep,  but  a  dangerous  place  to 
waggonette  was  packed;  the  por-  drive  down  under  any  circum- 
ter,  exulting  over  a  generous  tip,  stances;  for  it  is  only  fenced  on 
was  looking  forward  to  a  pleasant  the  river-side  by  an  occasional  up- 
evening  in  the  bar  of  the  "  Mao-  right  stone  in  the  Alpine  fashioii, 
Tavish  Arms "  ;  and  Donald  sat  and  its  gravel  is  apt  to  be  washed 
perched  beside  the  stylish  coach-  and  mined  by  the  side-rills  flowing 
man,  watching  the  start  of  the  im-  across  It  from  a  succession  of  trick- 
patient  cobs.  lingcascades. 

There  are  few  finer  drives  in  the  The  elder  of  the  two  yonng  men 

picturesque    Western     Highlands  bad  never  visited  the  glen  before, 

than  that  down  the  broad  strath  In  silent   admiration,  with  a  ri^t 
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look  in  his  soft  hazel  eyes,  he  stretch  of  mountain-meadows,  he 
hung  over  the  side  of  the  waggon-  stood  up  in  the  carriage,  thoueh 
ette  as  it  swayed  slightly  towards  sorely  puzzled  to  keep  his  feet;  for 
the  Conan,  and  gazed  down  into  the  the  waggonette,  as  it  dashed  down- 
depths  of  the  ahyss.  The  elderly  wards  with  locked  wheels,  wa» 
gentleman,  who  sat  by  him  on  rocking  about  like  a  boat  among- 
the  front  seat,  drew  long  breaths  the  lake  billows  in  a  fresh  north- 
of  profound  satisfaction  ;  and  yet  easter.  But  it  was  not  for  nothing 
the  very  next  moment  you  would  that  Moray  had  so  often  taken  the 
have  said  that  his  face  had  slightly  Overland  route,  to  say  nothing  of 
clouded.  At  least  so  it  seemed  to  weathering  the  Cape.  And  now 
strike  the  youngest  of  the  three,  that  he  was  fairly  and  finally 
whose  quick  eyes, that  caught  every-  homeward-bound,  in  the  **  kent 
thing  above  and  below,  were  sud-  face  "  of  each  peak  and  ridge  he 
denly  attracted  by  the  other,  and  saw  the  features  of  some  familiar 
watched  him  curiously.  Not  for  friend  of  his  childhood, 
long,  however.  If  he  thought  his  **  Fine  weather  to-morrow,  Don- 
host  had  an  abiding  care,  that  must  aid,  though  of  course  that  old 
only  have  been  a  foolish  fancy;  glass  of  yours  is  at  '  stormy 'aa 
and  what,  indeed,  could  be  more  usual;  for  there  is  the  dona-belt 
improbable?  on   the  sides  of    Funachan  :  had 

David  Moray,  the  lord  of  those  the  hill  been  wearing  his  night- 
barren  grandeurs  of  Glenconan,  cap,  it  would  have  been  another 
was  at  last  realising  the  cherished  matter  altogether.  I  say,  Jack, 
dream  of  his  life.  He  was  re-  do  you  see  that  purple  patch 
turning  a  rich  man  to  the  paternal  on  the  shoulder — there,  away  to- 
property,  which  he  had  only  visited  the  right  of  the  gap,  and  jnst 
at  rare  mtervals  since  he  inherited  over  the  birch-stump  ? — ^yon  should 
it;  and  to  the  shootings,  which  have  been  with  me  the  last  even- 
had  been  leased  till  last  year  to  a  ing  I  shot  there  with  my  tenant. 
Southern  banker.  Now  ne  might  when  we  found  the  coveys  lying 
hope  to  end  his  days  there  in  like  stones,  though  they  had  been 
peace,  if  the  dregs  of  life  would  wild  as  hawks  elsewhere  all  thronflrh 
only  run  kindly.  He  was  a  sports-  the  day.  Please  the  Fates,  we'll 
man  bom:  he  had  come  back  to  have  bloodshed  there  in  August, 
a  paradise  of  sport  ;  and  though  And  when  you  ffo  out  for  sketches, 
bis  life  had  been  passed  in  tropical  what  do  you  thmk  of  that  for  & 
climates,  he  was  as  hale  and  sound  subject  ? — ^the  pool,  I  mean,  with 
of  constitution  as  any  man  of  his  the  grey  rock,  like  a  chapel-gable 
years  could  hope  to  be.  rising  out  of  the  water.     And  if 

He  could  be  a  hoj  still,  in  the  Leslie  is  looking  for  a  spot  where 
light  exuberance  of  his  spirits  ;  and  he  may  indulge  himself  m  dream- 
nothing  keeps  a  man  so  fresh  as  ing  and  poetry,  that  bank  of  brack- 
perennial  boyhood.  If  he  had  been  en  under  the  birches  there  ought 
coming  home  to  Olenconan,  as  he  to  suit  him  down  to  the  g^una — 
used  to  come,  for  the  holidays,  he  if  we  dare  to  talk  of  around,  in- 
could  hardly  have  thrown  himself  deed,  in  connection  wiUi  any  scene 
more  heartily  into  the  happy  ex-  so  ethereaL" 

citement  of  the  hour.     As  the  road  In  the  further  miles  of  unmeaa- 

extricated  itself  from    the  bosky  ured  Highland    road  that  led  on 

entanglements  of   shaggy  gorges,  to  the  old  house  of    Olenoonan, 

and   swept  down    into   a  smiling  the  face  and  spirits  of  its  lord  and 
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master  seemed    to  answer  to  the  slope,  facing  towards  the    sunnj 

<;hanges  of  the   weather  and  the  quarter  of  the  south-west.     Before 

scenery.     It  was  a  fine  day — a  very  it,  lawns  of  the  richest  and  softest 

fine  day  ;  but    there  were  a  few  green,  watered  by  the  rain-storms 

fleecy  and  drifting  clouds  flitting  and  the  perpetual  flying  showers, 

occasionally    across    the  heavens,  ran  down  to  Lochconan.     And  the 

and  now  and  again  some   jutting  lake  lay  sparkling  like  a  gem  in  its 

anele  of  rock  would  cast  a  streak  mountain.setting„  changing  colours 

of  olackness  across  the  brightness  with  the  changing  hues  of  the  sky, 

of  the  road.       So    Moray's    face  from  sapphire  to  emerald,  and  from 

would  from  time  to  time  be  shad-  emerald  to  black  onyx.     Around 

owed   by   some  darker  or  sadder  three-fourths  of  its  broken  circuin- 

thought,  which  seemed  barely  to  ference  the  little  loch  was  girdled 

touch    it  in  passing.      But  when  by  swelling  knolls — winding  bavs 

the  waggonette  puued  up  before  receded  till  they  were  lost  to  sight 

the  door  of  the  mansion,  he  was  among  oaks,    and  pines,  and  the 

the  kindly  Highland   host,   over-  copses  of  weeping  birches.     On  the 

flowing  with  hospitality  and^atural  opposite  shore  was  a  wall  of  sheer 

pride  in  an  ancestral  seat,  standing  precipice,  where  a  pair  of  peregrine 

on  a  site  which  had  been  the  home  falcons  had  nested  from  time  im- 

of  his  family  for  generations.  memorial,  in  an  accessible  rift  far 

The    house    of   Glenconan  was  above  among  the  rocks.      When 

plain   and   unpretending    enough,  letting  the    shootings,    there  had 

and  yet  its  surroundings  save  it  always  been  an  understanding  that 

infinite  charm.      The    ^udal,    or  these  old  friends  of  the  family  were 

rather  the  patriarchal    keep,  had  to  be  sacred  from  the  ffun.      But 

been  blown  up  in  the  **  '45  "  with  the  great  feature  of  Lochconan  was 

certain    spare    powder-casks   that  its  heronry,  on  the  haunted  isle  of 

were  embarrassing  the  march  of  St  Gilzean.    The  sainted  mission- 

the    "  red-soldiers,"    although  its  ary,  who  was  said  to  have  dipped 

foundations  were  still  to  be  seen  on  hundreds  of    pagan    Celts  in  the 

an  adjacent  knoll,  overgrown  with  waters  of  his  blessed  spring,  had 

the  ground-ivy  struggling  through  subsequently   received  the  crown 

the  thick  beds  of  bracken.    As  i^r  of  martyrdom  at  the  hands  of  his 

the  modern  mansion,  as  we  said,  it  ungrateful  proselytes.    Since  then 

was  neither  imposing  nor  very  com-  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  ^^  walk- 

modious  ;  although  it  ran  to  a  con-  ing  "  to  a  surprising  extent — con. 

siderable  number  of  small  bedrooms  sidering  that   his   hfe  during  his 

and  garrets,  which  seemed  to  have  latter  years  had  been  sedentary, 

been  elbowed  aside  by  the  rambling  Not  a  man  in   Glenconan  or  the 

passages.       It  was   built    in    the  adjoining  parishes  would  have  set 

modem  medieval  Scottish  fashion,  foot   upon  the  island  for  all  the 

with  a  couple  of  receding  wings,  world  after  dusk.     It  may  be  that 

connected  with  the  main  body  or  the  silvery    forms    of  the   birds, 

corps  de  logis  by  semicircular  cor-  floating  ghost-like  in  the  gloaming 

riders.      It   was   whitewashed,  or  throu^  the  stems  of  the  larches, 

^'  harled,''  as  they  say  in  the  North;  had  something  to  do  with  the  per- 

and  its  staring  and  sadly  expres-  petuation  of  the  legend.     And  a 

^ionless  face  was  toned  down  by  pretty  kind  of  poetry  they  added 

neither  creepers  nor  climbers.     But  to  the  loch,  in  the  presence  of  their 

then  the  situation  was  simply  en-  silent,    shadowy  shapes,  standing 

•chanting.      It   stood  on  a  gentle  motionless  but  wide-awake  in  the 
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shallows  through  the  day,  on  the  As  for  Jack  Yenables,  he  jumped 

look-out  for  unwary  trout  or  min-  about  like  a  young  chamois,  in  the 

nows.  sheer  exuberance   of    his    animal 

Behind  the  house  and  the  ken-  spirits,  at  the  risk  of  a  broken 
nels  the  ground  rose  rapidly.  The  neck,  or,  at  all  events,  of  a  sprained 
steep  home-paddocks,  where  the  ankle.  And  his  gay  exhilaration 
shaggy  shooting-ponies  ran  loose,  gratified  the  older  man  far  more 
were  skirted  by  shrubberies  of  ever-  than  the  self-contained  apprecia- 
greens,  backea  up  by  thickets  of  tion  of  the  other.  Moray  had  a 
pine ;  and  as  the  heather  shot  up  fellow-feeling  for  the  headlong 
through  the  rough  herbage,  so  nature  which  would  be  doing  or 
the  green  of  the  enclosures  and  even  suffering  rather  than  be  stilL 
the  lower  hills  was  studded  with  It  was  to  Yenables  that  he 
rich  masses  of  purple.  Roughly  turned  more  naturally  during  the 
traced  paths,  softly  carpeted  here  dinner,  if  he  showed  himself  moi« 
and  there  by  the  thick  fall  of  ceremoniously  hospitable  to  Leslie, 
the  fir-needles,  wound  through  the  But  after  all,  they  got  on  very  well 
columns  of  the  firs,  or  lot»t  them^  together  ;  and  wlien  the  cloth  was 
selves  among  the  birch  clumps  and  removed  in  the  good  old  fashion^ 
the  alder  thickets.  Thence  they  and  the  decanters  placed  on  the 
emerged  on  the  barer  steeps  above,  polished  mahogany,  it  would  have 
where  they  zigzagged  upwardsf  rom  been  hard  to  find  three  happier  gen- 
side  to  side  across  the  rocky  beds  tlemen  anywhere  between  the  Sd- 
of  a  couple  of  mountain  brooks —  way  Firth  and  the  Shetland  Isles, 
streamlets  or  torrents,  according  *'  1  like  your  dining-room,  sir^ 
to  the  weather.  And  each  of  the  almost  as  much  as  your  hills,'* 
light  rustic  bridges — each  tiny  bit  remarked  Mr  Venables,  surveying 
of  jutting  cliff  projecting  through  the  former  serenely  over  a  bumper 
the  trailing  and  gnarled  fir-roots  of  claret ;  **  and  you'll  a^ree  with 
— seemed  to  open-some  new  and  en-  me,  that  is  saying  a  gooS  deal  in 
chanting  point  of  view   up  to  the  its  favour." 

cloudland  that    capped    the  con-  Mr  Moray  did  agree,  and  smiled 

fusion  of  mountains.  complacently.     Indeed  Jack  Vena- 

But  more  than  enough  of  deserip-  bles  could  hardly   have  he&\  sas- 

tion  for  the  time,  though,  if  I  have  pected  of  flattery,  and  connoisseurs 

bored  my  readers,  the  memories  of  in  very  various  styles  of  art  might 

Glenconan    are     my  best  excuse,  have  expressed  unmitigated  approv- 

Strolline    about     before     dinner,  al.      The  room  was  unpretentious 

Moray  did  the  honours  of  the  place  like  the  house — long,  out  of  pro- 

to  his  young  friends  ;    and  if  elo-  portion  to  its  breadth,  and  bv  no 

qnent  admiration  be  the  sincerest  means  lofty.       But    it  had   been 

flattery,    he  had  no  reason   to  be  turned  into  such  a  sylvan  hall  as 

dissatisfied.      Though    the   High-  might  have  suited  the  retreat  of  a 

land  air  had   sharpened  their  ap-  Ix)rd  of  the  Isles  or  a  Lady  of  the 

petites,  he  had    to  remind  them,  Lake.     The  trophies  of  the  chase 

more  ttian  once,  that  it  was  high  that  profusely  adorned  the  vesti- 

time  to  dress.      Leslie,  who   was  bule  had  overflowed  into  the  dining- 

naturall^  rather tacitum,said  little;  room.      The   walls  were  adom^ 

but  he  lingered  as  if  loath  to  tear  with    noble    stags'    heads,    inter- 

himself  away  from  the  scenes  where  spersed  with  those  of  roe-deor  and 

each  changing  impression  seemed  grinning  wild-cats.      To  each  was 

invariably  a  onange  for  the  better,  attached  a  brief  obituary  notice^ 
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and  the  inscriptions  dated  back  for  thera  chiefly  for  all  they  mean, 
a  conple  of  generations  and  more.  Had  Glenconan  lived  his  life  in 
Even  tenants  of  the  Glenconan  his  native  glen,  we  should  have 
shootings  had  taken  pride  in  seen  nothing  on  his  walls  save  the 
leaving  some  of  the  choicest  of  antlers  and  his  ancestors.  More- 
their  spoils  near  the  scenes  where  over,  I  may  venture  to  remark,  par- 
they  had  won  them — the  more  so  enthetically,  that  I  doubt  whether 
that  each  of  the  sportsmen  left  his  we  should  have  had  Lafitte  like 
name  as  well  as  a  memory  behind  this  on  the  table.  Now  stalking 
him.  The  golden  eagle  was  setting  deer  in  Glenconan  is  grand  sport 
in  aerial  dance  to  the  osprey,  which  in  its  way  ;  but  to  be  content  with 
spread  her  wings  in  act  to  soar  that,  we  should  be  born  to  the 
above  the  sideboard  ;  and  beneath  ambition,  like  Donald  the  keeper, 
these  a  grizzled  badger  was  snarl-  The  tankards,  <fec.,  are  the  veri- 
ing  at  an  otter  about  to  take  a  table  trophies  that  are  worth  the 
header  off  a  moss-grown  ledge,  winning  ;  for  they  mean  energy 
There  were  trout  and  salmon  rods,  and  adventure,  and  the  excitement 
and  racks  for  guns  and  rifles  in  the  6f  success — the  only  things  that 
corners,  and  a  fair  show  of  some-  make  life  worth  the  living.  If  I 
what  grim  family  portraits  to  boot,  know  myself,  I'm  nothing  of  a 
So  far,  the  decorations,  though  you  visionary  :  I  believe  in  the  bless- 
certainly  could  not  call  them  com-  ings  of  riches,  and  realise  their 
monplace,  were  what  might  have  anxieties  too,  as  much  as  anybody  ; 
been  seen  in  any  Highland  gentle-  but  I  should  be  sorry  all  the  same 
man's  halls.  But  then,  by  way  to  have  been  born  to  a  fortune — 
of  contrast,  there  glittered  on  the  to  a  great  fortune,  that  is  to  say. 
•ideboard  a  mixed  service  of  mas-  Of  course  I  should  ^o  steadier  as 
sive  and  curious  plate — wine-cool-  well  as  quicker  if  I  bad  a  certain 
ers,  tankards,  salvers,  and  epergnes,  amount  of  bullion  to  ballast  me. 
of  many  dates  and  countries,  and  Now  all  that  silver  means  to  me 
of  the  most  artistic  workmanship  ;  the  romance  of  an  extremely  agree, 
for  Moray  had  a  fancy  that  way,  able  existence.  Our  Uncle  Moray 
and  his  fancies  had  generally  been  there  has  had  far  more  than  his  fair 
gratified.  A  century  and  a  half  share  of  success  and  fun  ;  and  if  he 
before,  the  mere  rumour  of  so  died  to-morrow,  he  has  every  reason 
much  portable  wealth  would  have  to  be  contented.  There  are  not 
»et  all  the  clansmen  and  caterans  many  men  who  have  had  the  luck 
by  the  ears  between  Lome  and  to  find  their  way  to  wealth  through 
IxKshaber.  jungles  and  spice-gardens — ^through 
Jack  Venables  looked  about  him  cordons  of  Chinese  junks  and  fleets 
and  went  on  :  "I  like  the  silver,  I  of  Malay  proas.  Why,  even  in  the 
must  say,  even  more  than  the  stags'  way  of  recreation  and  sport,  tiger- 
beads.  There  now  !  I  was  sure  I  shooting  must  be  decidedly  prefer- 
would  startle  you  both  ;  but  you  able  to  deer-stalking,  though  it  is 
need  not  look  so  scandalised,  my  fortunate  that  Donald  does  not 
dear  Leslie.  I'm  not  altogether  so  hear  me  blaspheming.  But  hit  or 
covetous  as  you  might  suppose,  miss,  lose  or  win,  you  may  depend 
and  a  man  may  admire  those  mag-  upon  it,  Master  Leslie,  that  excite- 
nificently  chased  salt-cellars,  for  ment  is  everything,  or  pretty  nearlv 
example,  without  having  the  soul  so.  Whether  we  are  to  carry  off 
either  of  a  pawnbroker  or  of  a  the  stakes  or  no,  at  least  we  are 
Benvenuto    Cellini.      But    1   like  sure  of  the  pleasures  of  the  game. '> 
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Leslie  smHed  good-humouredly  which  had  been  castiDg  their  aha- 

at  his    companion's    long-winded  dows  across    his    happiness.      It 

rhapsody.     As  for  Moray,  though  pleased  him,  too,  to  remember  that 

the  voung  man  had  merely  spoken  money  meant  power — that  he  could 

in  the  light  exhilaration  of  a  rest-  giye  his  sprightly  young  nephew 

less  and  generous  spirit,  had  he  laid  the  helping  hand  he  wanted  ;  and, 

himself   out  to  flatter  and  please  moreoyer,  other  yague    ideas  re- 

his  senior,  he   could  hardly  haye  garding  him  began   to  take  form 

succeeded  more  thoroughly.  Moray  and  consistency.     The  faculty   of 

had  hisiself   been  ardent  and  en-  reading  the  minds  of  other  men 

thusiastic,  though  with  an  emin-  is  a  gift  that  might    be    fatal  or 

ently  practical  bent  of  mind  and  a  helpful,  according  to  circumstances 

resolute  determination  of  purpose,  or  temperaments.    It  is  certain,  at 

He,  too,  had  delighted  in  aayen-  least,  tnat  it  would  work  a  social 

ture  in  his  time,  and  the  ancient  reyolution,  and  upset  all  the  exist- 

flres  were  still   glowing  in   their  ing  arrangements  of  Proyidence. 

ashes.     He  had  foyed  Dold  specu-  As  it  was,  Mr  Yenables  had  been 

lations  for  their  own  sake — and  the  rattling  on  in  utter  heedlessness, 

better  that    there  was  a  spice  of  and  he  neyer  guessed  how  far  his 

danger  in  them.    And  besides  that,  ohatter  might  haye  a    graye   in- 

there  was  something  in  Yenables's  fluence  on  nis  fortunes.      And  so 

careless   talk,  in  the  readiness  to  the  three,  after  a  pleasant  eyen- 

welcome  trials  which  might  turn  ing,   went    to    bed,     unconscious 

to  temptations,  that  helped  to  re-  of  all  that  was  meant    to  them 

concile  himself  to  the  past,  and  to  by  that  merry  meeting  at  Olen- 

soothe  certain  doubts  and  regrets  conan. 


CHAPTEB    II. — A   BBEAK-NBCK   SHOOTING    EXPEDITION. 

We  say  emphatically  that  June  in  their  different  wayj^  were  keen 

is  the  most  enioyable  month  in  the  and  eyen  passionate    admirers  of 

Highlands,  always   supposing  the  nature,  they  neyer  found  the  time 

weather  to  be  conformable.    And  hang  heayy  on  their  hands.    Moray 

Highland  weather  is  so  capricious,  was  yexed   at  the  arriyal   of    his 

that  we  may  be   lucky    when  we  daughter  being  delayed,  owing  to 

least  expect  it.    There  is  no  shoot-  the  indisposition  of  the  lady  who 

ing  in  June — there    is    no   deer-  was  to  be  her  chaperon  as  far  as 

stalking.     But  then  the  fishing  of  Perth.     But  the  young  men  were 

all  kinds   should    be   in   its  yery  comparatiyely  indifferent    to  the 

prime,  which  giyes  you  a  pretext  adyent  of  the  heiress,  and  only  ex* 

for    enjoying  the   glories  of  the  pressed  a  decent  amount  of  sym- 

scenery.      The  trees  are    in    the  pathy.  .  To  tell  the  truth,  being 

freshest  richness  of  their  foliage ;  yery  happy  as  they    were,    they 

the  grass  is  enamelled  by  the  early  philosophically  dreaded  any  change 

wild-flowers  ;    the  bilberries,   the  in  the  habits  of  the  establishment, 

crowberries,  the    cranberries,  the  They  did  as  they  pleased ;  they 

many  other  berries,    are  putting  went  abroad  when  they  liked  ;  and 

out  their  brightest    shoots ;    the  though  the  dinner  was  a  moVable 

bracken  is  bursting    forth  among  feast,  depending  on  the  hour  of 

the  first  bells  of  the  foxsloyes, —  their  return,  the  oook  might  be 

and  as  both  of  Glenconan's  guests,  relied  upon  to  oome  saUaf aeiorily 
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to  time,  independently  of  the  hands  he  had  a  distinguished  career  at 
of  the  clock.  What  with  his  fish-  the  university,  but  he  could  gen- 
ing-rod  and  his  sketch  book,  Jack  erally  say  the  right  thin^  at  the 
Yenables  could  always  make  him-  risht  moment,  though  his  remark 
self  thoroughly  contented.  When  might  be  somewhat  slow  of  coming : 
the  trout  were  rising  freely,  his  if  he  would  hanj^  over  a  repartee,it 
basket  filled  rapidly :  he  could  cast  seldom  missed  fire,  and  there  was 
a  fiy  to  the  approval  of  Donald  pretty  sure  to  be  a  playful  snap  in 
himself,  and  under  the  tuition  of  it  when  it  did  come.  Neverthe- 
that  ikilf  ul  veteran  he  was  rapidly  less,  superficial  observers  of  natures 
being  initiated  in  the  special  mys-  antipatnetical  to  his  own,  might 
teries  of  mountain  sport.  When  have  set  him  down  for  a  muff  or  a 
the  trout  were  in  no  mood  to  take,  prig,  especially  if  they  had  made 
whether  in  the  loch,  in  the  lakelets  his  acquaintance  in  Highland  shoot- 
or  iu  the  streams,  he  seldom  cared  ing-quarters.  He  rarely  handled 
to  persevere,  and  fell  back  on  his  a  gun  himelf,  though  he  liked  to 
brushes  and  color-box.  Excite-  follow  a  shooting-partv.  Made 
ment  in  one  shape  or  another  was  very  much  after  tne  fashion  of 
ever^thinff  to  him.  He  had  a  rare  a  young  Henry  YIH.,  his  some- 
facility  of  touch,  a  wonderful  in-  what  bulky  and  cumbrous  person 
stinct  for  colour  ;  and  the  excite-  would  have  adapted  itself  with 
ment  he  found  in  the  ever-chane-  difficulty  to  the  inequalities  of 
ing  lights  and  scenes  was  unfau-  difficult  ground  in  following  out  an 
ing.  He  was  as  happy  in  trans-  awkward  stalk  ;  and  when  he  did 
ferring  a  landscape  bathed  in  sun-  essay  to  throw  a  fly,  his  line  was 
shine  and  flecked  with  shadows  to  apt  to  fall  in  coils  upon  the  water, 
his  block,  as  in  switching  the  small  Conscious  of  his  own  shortcomings, 
brown  trout  over  his  shoulder  ;  he  neither  cared  to  correct  them 
and  his  pulse  beat  nearly  as  quick  nor  to  court  failure.  But  he  would 
to  the  lurid  glories  of  a  thundery  lie  on  the  bank  for  hours,  watching 
sunset  as  when  running  a  Salmo  Yenables  at  work,  his  handsome 
ferox  on  his  trolling- roa  where  the  featufes  flushing  over  a  struggle 
lake  broke  away  into  the  rapids.  knd  a  success;  while  in  the  inter- 
As  for  Leslie,  he  took  his  pleas-  vals  the  thoughts  that  were  wan- 
ures  more  contemplatively,  though  dering  far  away  found  ample  occu- 
not  more  sadly.  In  rallying  him  pation  for  his  fertile  fancy, 
about  his  love  for  poetry,  Morav  But  a  day  came,  in  the  second 
had  touched  his  strength  or  his  week  of  their  sojourn,  when  the 
weakness.  He  was  a  oorn  poet,  mercurial  Yenables  felt  bored,  and 
in  perpetual  sympathy  with  the  he  did  not  scruple  to  confess  it. 
poetical  sides  of  things,  though,  so  Tlie  fine  weather  had  broken  ; 
far  as  the  world  knew,  his  poetry  leaden  clouds  lay  heavy  on  the 
had  hitherto  found  no  expression,  bosom  of  Lochconan,  veiling  the 
He  might  be  bom  for  great  things,  view  of  the  opposite  cliffs.  The 
or  he  might  have  been  bom  to  rapid  fall  of  the  barometer  gave 
dream  away  remarkable  talents,  wamine  of  a  violent  storm,  though, 
In  the  meantime,  he  could  make  as  the  fall  had  been  sudden,  the 
himself  placidly  happy  among  the  storm  might  be  a  passing  one.  As 
scenes  wnich  brought  the  exhuftra-  the  little  partv  were  seated  at 
tion  of  enjovment  to  his  companion,  breakfast,  a  peal  of  thunder  seemed 
No  one  could  deny  that  there  was  to  burst  among  the  chimney-pots 
a  great  deal  in  him.    Not  only  had  and  shake  the  room.      Then  dis- 
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charge  followed  discharge  in  swift  yon  cannot  bear  a  single  day's  rain 
succession.  The  clouds  were  rent  most  assuredly  you  were  never 
by  the  vivid  flashes  of  the  forked  made  for  the  Highlands.'' 
lightning  ;  the  rain  came  down  in  "  Not  at  all,  sir — not  at  all,"  an- 
torrents,  the  big  drops  plumping  in  swered  the  other,  laughing  ;  '^  and 
the  sullen  waters  of  the  lake  like  you  mistake  my  character  alto- 
showers  of  lead  sent  from  the  sum-  gether.  I've  a  deal  more  of  practi- 
mit  of  a  shot-tower.  Then  gusts  cal  philosophy  that  you  suppose, 
of  wind,  sweeping  in  circles  down  as  I  hope  you  may  have  many  op- 
from  the  mountains,  succeeded  to  portunities  of  remarking.  If  I 
the  preternatural  calm;  in  places  tnew  we  were  in  for  a  week  of 
the  lower  half  of  the  black  cloud-  wet  weather,  Leslie  himself  could 
curtain  was  lifted  and  blown  aside,  not  take  it  with  more  serene  ac- 
while  it  hung  motionless  as  before  quiescence.  But  as  the  pigs  are 
in  the  shelter  of  the  cliffs;  and  said  to  smell  a  gale,  so  I  scent 
through  gaps  and  rifts  you  caught  fine  weather  again,  and  I'm  only 
glimpsesof  the  hills,  lighted  luridly  surprised  that  it  is  so  long  of  i^ 
for  some  seconds  by  the  fires  of  the  pearing." 

lightning;  while  all   the  time  the  Whether  Venables  had  the  wea- 

echoes  were  being  awakened  far  ther  instincts  to  which  he  pretend- 

and  near,  and  ere  one  roar  had  died  ed  or  not,  as  it  happened,  he  was 

away  in  remote  rumblings,  another  right  on  this  occasion.     The  clouds 

had  come  to  swallow  the   distant  did  break  towards   evening  ;  and 

rautterings.     It  was  Byron's  thun-  moreover,  there  was  every  promise 

derstorm,  and  not  much  in   minia-  of  a  fine  day  on  the  morrow.      He 

ture;  and   it  was    Venables,  and  observed  in  the  smoking-room,after 

not  Leslie,  who  made  the  obvious  dinner,  and  apropos  to  nothing  in 

quotation —  particular — 

"I  mean  to  go  on  an  exploring  ex- 

**  And  Jura  answers  from  her  misty  pedition  to-morrow,  to  Locbrosque 

cloud, '»  &c.                        ^  an^  ^l^e  Braes  of  Balgarrooh." 

It  was  a  grand   spectacle*  while  "  And  I  must  say  that  you  choose 

the  thunderstorm  lasted,  and  Jack  your  time  well,"   returned  Moray, 

had  every  reason  to  be  pleased  with  with  a  smile  that  was  half  kindly 

it.     He  strode   up  and  down  the  and  half  sarcastic.     "  Why,  every 

room,  returning  perpetually  to  the  one  of  the  bums  will   be  coming^ 

windows.     He   rubbed  his    hands,  down  in  spate,  and  the  peat-bogs 

and  expressed  unqualified   admira-  will  be  holding  the  rain   like  so 

tion  of  the  effects,  till  the  solemnity  many  sponges." 

of  the  disturbance  oppressed  even  <'  Ana  that,  my  dear  uncle,  is  the 

him,  and  he   relapsed  into  silence  very  reason,  or  partly  the  reason, 

in  sympathy  with  his  companions.  There  will  be  no  fishins  till   the 

But  the  thunderstorm  passed  away,  rain  runs  off  a  bit  ;    and  I  want 

though  the  rain  continued  to  come  exercise  and  excitement  after  the 

down  in  torrents;   and  if  he   still  day's  imprisonment.     The  streams 

paced  the  morning-room  at  inter-  will  be  flooded,    it    is   true  ;  bat 

vals,  he  was  chafing  at  the  enforced  surely  one  can   *■  walk  '  or  wade 

confinement.  them  somehow  :  and  if  the  bogs  be 

'^  Yon    certainly   are    the  most  like  sponges,  as  yon  say,  why,  my 

restless  and  impatient  of  mortals,  muscles  want  stretching." 

Jack,"  remarked  Moray ,  good-na-  ''  Stretched    they    will     be,  or 

turedly.     "  Why,  young  man,  if  strained  or  sprained  :  we  should 
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have  to  fetch  you  home  imomini-  And  as  for  Peter,  he  is  a  fool,  and 
oasly  on  the  back  of  a  uiooting-  as  strong  as  a  horse ;  and  these  are- 
pony,  and  then  you  might  have  the  qualities  that  recommend  him 
a  chance  of  practising  patience  to  me  as  a  follower.  He  will  never- 
through  a  protracted  term  of  con-  feel  the  weight  of  the  rifle,  and  will 
finement.  No,  my  good  boy,  be ,  certainly  not  volunteer  advice." 
guided  by  me.  60  in  for  a  walk  ^^60  your  own  way,  as  I  Baid 
to-morrow,  by  all  means,  but  don't  before,"  returned  Moray,  ^^and 
attempt  the  innermost  recesses  of  amuse  yourself  as  jou  like.  I  have^ 
our  Dark  Continent."  too  much  of  the  Highland  hospital* 

But  if  there  was  one  thins;  on  ity  to  put  restraint  on  a  guest,  even, 
which  Venables  prided  himself,  it  if  he  ao  happen  to  be  crack-brained 
was  in  stickine  to  a  pet  scheme  he  and  a  nephew  of  my  own.  Only- 
had  originated.  remember,  I  wash  my  hands  of  all 

"  Of  course,  if  you  put  your  veto  responsibility,  and  we  'refuse  to- 
on it,  sir,  I  have  nothing  more  to  wait  dinner." 
say  ;  but  even  if  there  were  a  dash  Leslie  laughed  and  chimed  in — 
of  risk  in  the  expedition,  as  there  is  ^^  Don't  say  '  we,'  sir,  when  yoti. 
none,  I  know  you  would  be  the  last  talk  of  dinner.  I  cast  in  my  lot 
man  to  grudee  me  the  fun  of  it."  with  Jack  Venables,  always  sup- 
)il,  well,  my  good  boy,  you  posing  he  has  no  objection." 
go  your  own  way.  I  sup-  **  Not  in  the  least,  my  dear  fel- 
pose  tne  worst  that  can  happen,  low — not  in  the  least !     I  should 
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after  all,  is  your  being  knocked  up  have  asked  you,  on  the  contrary,, 
after  a  mud-bath  in  a  moss -pit.  to  accompany  me,  but  I  did  not 
Only,  if  you  do  go,  you  must  be  care  to  put  the  screw  on.  Witb 
content  to  take  one  of  the  jnllies.  yon  for  a  companion, '  and  the 
I  send  Donald  to-morrow  to  Ding-  worthy  Peter  for  a  beast  of  bur- 
wall  after  some  dogs."  den,  I  consider  the  expedition  to- 

"  And  the  absence  of  Donald  is  be  perfectly  equipped.   And  what- 

half  the  battle.     Not  that  I  do  not  ever  be  the  case  with   me,  your 

appreciate  his  society.  I  never  met  exertions  ought    to   reward   you. 

a  fellow  who  was  better  company.  There  must  be  matter  for  a.ba&er's- 

But  Donald  is  as  much  at  home  dozen  of  lyrics  amoiic  the  mists 

among  his  hills  as  a  policeman  on  and  ^raes  of  Balgarroch." 

his  beat  in  Pall  Mall ;  and  no  explo-  .            . 

ration  can  be  possible  when  one  u  in  llie  pair  had  made  an  early  start.. 

charge  of  a  dry-nurse.     But  I  shall  Five  miles  of  the  flat  had  been  cov- 

take  Peter,  if  you  will  allow  me.  ered  on  ponies,  which  had  subse- 

I  want  a  man  to  carry  a  rifle."  quently  oeen  hobbled  and  turned 

"  Take  Peter,  and  carry  a  rifle  ?  loose  to  graze.  It  was  in  a  delight- 
Is  the  boy  mad?  Why,  Peter  fnl  sense  of  freedom  that  the  young 
knows  nothing  of  the  country,  and  men  stretched  their  legs,  and  set 
is  the  dullest  lout  on  the  ground,  their  faces  to  breast  the  first  slopes 
And  for  the  rifle,  it  would  only  be  of  the  hills.  As  for  Peter,  be  plod-- 
so  much  dead-weight,  for  I  fancy  ded  along  behind,  bearing  the  rifle,, 
you  do  not  propose  to  kill  one  of  and  with  a  game-bag  slung  across 
my  deer  in  June."  his  shoulders,  containing  whisky 

"Not  exactly.     But  I  have  a  and  sherry  fladcs,  with  the  materials 

notion  that  I  may  have  a  shot  all  for  luncheon.  Peter's  ordinary  call- 

the  same, — always  supposing  I  ar-  ing  was  that  of  a  sea-flsherman  : 

rive  at  the  end  of  my  pilgrimage,  he  usually  'listed  with  a  shooting- 
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«taff  for  the  short  shooting-season  ;  the  patriarch,  if  ramonr  is  to  be 

though  this  year  the  wages  that  credited,  may  have  been  bom  any- 

were  offered  by  Moray  had  tempted  where  between  now  and  the  riaing 

him  to  engage  at  the  beginning  of  of  the  '45.'^ 

the  summer.  '< '  Must  have  been   bom,'  you 

Venables  had  got  himself  up  in  a  mean  to  say.     The  older  he  is,  the 

kilt,  which  draped  his  lithe  ngure  greater  the  certainty  that  he  must 

picturesquely  enough  ;  and  as  he  be  falling  back  by   this  time  in- 

strode  forward,  although  there  was  to  his  second  childhood.     And  of 

a  long  day  before  them,  he  sprang  course,  so  long  as  there  was  a  deer 

from   tussock  to  tussock  on   the  on  the  hills,  no  one  of  the  deer- 

K]amp  ground  like  a  roebuck.     As  stalkers  has  dreamed  of  going  after 

for  Leslie,  a  loose  shooting-coat  and  him.     Long  impunity   most  have 

baggy  knickerbockers  half  served  bred  the    confidence    I    hope    to 

to  conceal  any  superfluity  of  flesh,  abuse." 

But  if  his  companion  cut  out  the  '*  Say  it  is  so.     But  going  after  a 

runninj^,  Leslie  seemed  likely  to  family-party  of  wild  goats  over  the 

stay  tolerably  well ;  and  indeed  he  Braes  of  Balgarroch  must  be  like 

was  no  novice  in   pedestrianism.  looking  for  a  lot  of  needles  in  a 

Both  one  and  the  other  had  done  bundle  of  hay." 

good  work  in  the  Alps  ;  and  Leslie,  *'  I  don't  know  that      Donald 

weight  and  size  notwithstanding,  said  that  at  this  season,  when  the 

which  somewhat  unfitted  him  for  hill  -  grazing  is  fresh,  they  stick 

crawling  after  deer,  had  been  one  pretty  much  to  the  precipices  to  the 

of  the  first  to  scale  the  Aiguille  west  of  Lochrosaue  ;  ana  somehow, 

<le  Tal6fre.  and  in  spite  of  the  Laird,  1  have  a 

''  You  can't  possibly  reproach  me  presentiment  that  we  shall  have  a 

with  premature  curiosity.  Master  shot  before  the  day  is  over.    An^- 

Jack ;  but  may  I  ask  now,  without  how,  if  I  miss  the  mark,  there  la 

indiscretion,  what  is  the  meaning  nobody  to  laugh;  for  I  breathed 

of  the  rifle  with  which* Peter   is  nothing  of  any  possible  intentions 

•encumbered  ?  "  to  Glenconan,  and  Peter  is  mach 

"Certainly;  and  I  owe  you  many  too  idiotic  to  see  anything.    The 

-apologies  for  not  having  anticipat-  secret  is  safe  with  yon,  I  am  sore, 

ed  your  question.     But  there  was  for   I  know  that  *  Brutus  ia  an 

something  dramatically  sensational  honourable  man.' " 

in  the  blind  confidence  with  which  Brutus  laughed,  and  silently  as- 

8ense  was  foUowine  the  lead  of  sented.     The  walking  each  moment 

Follv  into    the  wildemess ;    and  was  becoming  more  severe,  and 

besides,  the  betting  is  a  hundred  both  the  men  were  inclined  to  hos- 

to  ten  that  the  rifle  may  never  be  band  their  breath, 

brouffht  into  requisition.     You  re-  It  was  lucky  indeed  that  they 

member  how  Donald  in  his '  cracks'  were  in  fair  condition.     Venables 

the  other  night  turned  the  conver-  had  scarcely  turned  a  hair,  though 

sation  on  the  goats  of  Balgarroch."  he  began  to  go  more  like  a  human 

"  Oh,  that's  what  we're  i^ter !  bein^  than  a  chamois  ;  and  at  for 

That's  what  sent  us  on  this  wild-  Leslie,  if  he  showed  greater  signs 

goose — I  beg  pardon^-on  this  wild-  of  exertion,  strength  and    pluck 

goat  chase !     For  Donald,  if  I  re-  pulled  him  steadiljr  throngfa.  They 

member  ariffht,  remarked  by  way  of  plunged  throoffh  yielding  peat-bMs 

postscript,  that  the  goats  were  un-  up  to  the  aules,  threaaing  wita 

approacIiable;and  the  proof  is,  that  many  tarns  and    preoaations    an 
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intricate  network  of  trenches  and  Lochrosquewas  very  much  acoun- 
mofls-pits.  They  climbed  hillfi  where  terpart  of  Loohconan,  infinitely 
everything  was  slippery  after  the  more  gloomy,  but  decidedly  les» 
rain,  from  the  roots  of  the  heather  grand.  There  was  not  a  sign  of  a 
plants  to  the  surfaces  of  the  flat  tree  about  its  banks  ;  and  tne  hea- 
stones.  And  shoulder  to  shoul-  ther  had  given  place  to  coarse 
der  they  stemmed  the  strength  of  grass  and  granite  dibris.  Here 
streams,  where  the  rush  of  the  wa-  and  there  the  low  flat*  banks  were 
ters  rose  nearly  to  mid-thiffh,  and  broken  by  weather-beaten  rocks, 
the  shifting  stones  in  the  bottom  that  seemed  to  have  been  hurled  by 
gave  treacherous  foothold.  The  some  concussion  from  the  heights 
very  sounds  of  animated  nature  above,  and  to  have  come  bounding 
were  either  wild  or  melancholy,  in  and  rolling  down  the  slopes,  till 
sad  harmony  with  the  solitude  of  they  checked  themselves  at  the 
those  desolate  wastes.  The  grouse  bottom  of  the  basin  ;  while  on 
brood  fluttered  up  almost  under  the  opposite  side  to  where  our 
their  feet  as  they  plunged  their  friends  were  sitting  hill  rose  be- 
way  through  some  patch  of  heather,  hind  hill.  There  was  no  such  tre. 
The  mountain-hare  started  up  mendous  precipice-wall  as  that 
among  the  shingle  and  boulders,  which  frowned  upon  the  south  of 
where  she  had  been  crouching  in  Lochconan  ;  but  the  hills  were  of 
faith  in  the  similarity  of  her  col-  granite,  scantily  clothed,  and  their 
our.  There  was  the  piping  of  the  ^rments  were  weather-stained  and 
lonely  little  moor-birds,  and  the  terribly  tattered.  Rough  terraces 
shrill  whistle  of  the  shy  curlew;  of  turf  hung  over  clefts  and  abysses, 
and  everywhere  was  the  plaintive  and  torrents  had  torn  their  way 
bleating  of  the  sheep,  gathered  for  here  and  there  from  summits  that 
the  most  part  out  of  sight  in  the  were  invisible  from  the  banks  of 
sheltered  carries — for  the  ground  the  lake.  Altogether,  it  was  as 
they  were  then  traversing  lay  be-  break-neok  a  piece  of  Highland 
yond  the  limits  of  the  deer-forest,  scenery   as  ever  tested    the  head 

Both  Venables  and  Leslie  were  or  tried  the   lungs  and  legs  of  an 

glad  enough  to  see  the  game-bag  amateur. 

unslune  and  unpacked  on  the  shore  ^'  So  these  are  the  famous  Braes 

of  Lochrosque.      Bread  and  beef,  of  Balgarroch,"  remarked  Leslie  ; 

cheese  and  oatcakes,  were  spread  on  *'  and  now,  I  imagine,  you  begin  ta 

the  greensward,  and  Peter  played  comprehend  how  the  years  of  the 

an  admirable  clasp-knife,  byway  father  of  the  goat  family  should  be 

of  symphony  to  the  creditable  per-  patriarchal.     If  he  can  manage  ta 

formance  of  his  masters.     The  day  pick  up  a  living  among  these  cliffs, 

was  still  young,  and  there  was  time  immortality  must  be  chiefly  a  qnes- 

before  them.       Pipes  and   repose  tion  of  sure-footedness." 

were  veritable  wisdom.  "  It  looks  very  like  it,"  Venables 

'^Besides,"  as  Venables  remarked,  was  forced  to  admit,   as    his  eye 

"  the  worst  of  the  work  is  over.     I  ranged  from  height  to  height  rather 

never  was  strong  in  figures,  but  we  disconsolately.   ^'  I  begin  to  have  a 

must  have  climbed  2000,  or  3000,  presentiment  that  previous  presen- 

or  6000  feet,  as  the  case  may  be."  timents  may  have  played  me  false. 

Mr  Venables's  estimates  might  It  is  a  tough  bit  of  work,  and  may 

have  been  more  exact,  but  it  was  be  a  long  one,  on  the  off-chance  of 

evident,  nevertheless,  that  they  had  our  gettmg  a  glimpse  of  the  goats, 

attained    a  considerable   altitude.  Happily  I  took  the  precaution  of 
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leaving  a  line  for  ^  Glenconan '  in  and  the  hills   were    wreathed    in 

case  oF  accident,  to  say  that  it  was  fantastic  vapours.     The  very  rocks 

just  on  the  cards  we  might  camp  were  smoking  and  steaming,  as  if 

out.''  there  were  smouldering    volcanic 

"  You  did,   did  you  ?     Happily  fires  underneath.       And   now  and 

there  go  two  words  to  that  bargain,  again,  when  they  looked  down  into 

and  1  keep  my  further  movements  unknown  depths,  they  might  well 

under  my  o^u  control.      In  any  have  been  poising  themselves,  like 

case,  though  the  days  be  long,  we  Milton's  Satan,  on  the  borders  of 

had  better  proceed  to  a  survey  of  old  Chaos  and  Eternal  Night  ;  for 

the  country.     We  must  cross  the  the  billowy   seas   of  grey  shifting 

loch  and  turn  that  shoulder."  mists  marked  invisible  possibilities 

Peter  unmoored  a  boat  fastened-  of  intensest  desolation, 
under  a  shed,  and  the  passage  was        They  had  found  breath  enough 

speedily  accomplished.     Then  the  to  indulge  in  duets  of  sympathetic 

game-bag,  with  its  reserves  of  food,  raptures,  when  Leslie,  as  tne  more 

was     "  cached,"    as    they    say    in  practically -minded  and  thoughtful 

Western  America  ;  and  hampered  of  the  two,  characteristically  came 

by  nothing  but  the  rifle,  a  deer-  back  to  the  prose  of  the  situation, 
stalker's  glass,    and  a  spirit-flask,        <'I    tell   you    what    it    is,   my 

the  trio  commenced  the  climb.  friend — should    these  mists  begin 

Neither  of  the  gentlemen,  as  has  to  thicken,  it  may  be  more  difficult 

been   said,    were   novices    in    the  to  find  our   way    back   than  you 

mountains,   and  they  were   by  no  seem  to  fancy." 
means  surprised   at  the   piece    of        <^  Not  a  bit  of  it :    it  is  only  ^ 

work    cut    out    for    theoL      The  fine- weather  haze;  and  the  vapouni 

lieights  that  had  shut  in  the  view  will  vanish  with  the  afternoon  son- 

from  the  loch-margin  were  merely  shine.      There   is  a    fine-weather 

the  spurs   and    the    shoulders    of  feeling  in   the  air :    just  you  ask 

higher  hills  behind.      Wilder  and  Peter." 

grander    became    the    scenery   as       Peter,  proud  'of  being  appealed 

they  mounted  upwards — more  difli-  to,  when  the  question  was  traODis- 

cult  and  more  circuitous  the  walk-  lated   into    more    intelligible  Ian- 

ing.       Sometimes    the  turn  of  a  guage,  answered  unhesitatingly  in 

ledge  brought  them  face  to  face  the  affirmative.      Indeed    oircum- 

with  an   insurmountable  obstacle;  stances  proved  afterwards  that  he 

frequently  they  had  to  descend  into  and  Venables  were  right;  and  when 

a  ravine,  that  they  might  scramble  they  stood  at  last  on  the  Pisgah- 

up  the  opposite  face,  at  a  consider-  like  summit  of  Ben-a-61eish,  the 

able  expenditure  of  homespun  and  highest  hill  tor  a  dozen  of  leagues 

knee-leather.       Many  a  time  did  around,  everything  was  nearly  aa 

Venables  execrate  the  costume  of  clear  below  as  above,  and  the  vault 

the  Celt   in  which  he  had  draped  of  heaven  was  of  transparent  azure, 
the  delicate  limbs  of  a  Saxon.  It  was  hiffh  enough  and  bleak 

But  as  hunting-men  will  risk  enough  in  dl  conscience.  They 
their  necks  for  a  oag-f ox,  or  even  had  scared  more  than  one  pair 
a  red  herring,  so  the  ostensible  of  parent  ptarmigan — the  yoUtag 
object  of  the  walk  was  nothing  to  broods  had  probably  scuttled  for 
them.  One  was  a  poet,  the  other  refuge  beneath  the  stones.  A  pile 
an  artist,  and  artist  and  poet  were  of  Cyclopean  blocks,  pitched  care- 
ravished  alike.  The  burning  sun  lessly  together,  rose  irom  a  small 
.had  drawn  the  damp  from  the  soil  square  plateau  of  slate  and  shingle 
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There  was  a  bird's-eye  view  of  a  a  waistcoat,  he  drew  a  hand  across 
conf  ased  panorama  of  hill  and  his  eyes  to  brush  away  the  stream- 
valley,  of  black  peat-moss  and  ing  perspiration, — then  he  turned 
bright  green  corrie,  interspersed  his  head  in  the  direction  where  the 
witn  rills  and  streams  winding  goats  might  be.  There  they  were, 
their  way  towards  lochs  and  rivers,  on  a  bit  of  grassy  slope,  within 
But  in  due  time  the  '^  prospect-  some  seventy  yards  of  him,  and 
glass''  was  supported  against  a  the  shaggy- bearded  ancient,  with  a 
walking  -  stick  ariven  into  the  pair  of  antediluvian-looking  horns, 
ground,  and  Venables  having  fo-  was  fully  exposed.  A  conscious 
cussed  his  eye,  was  devoting  him-  sense  of  certainty  calmed  his  nerves, 
self  to  his  immediate  object.  Les-  He  pulled  himself  together,  waited 
lie  had  lighted  a  pipe,  and  was  to  regain  breath,  and  sent  his  bullet 
looking  on  listlessly.  He  did  not  in  scientifically  beneath  the  shoul- 
believe  much  in  the  chase,  but  der.  Leslie  and  Peter  ran  forward 
he  felt  amply  rewarded  for  the  — too  late  to  see  the  goat  take 
expedition a  header  into  vacancy,  while   his 

W  hen     Venables    in    a    stifled  bereaved  family  made  a  bolt  round 

whisper,  as  if  he  had  been  breath-  the  nearest  convenient  corner, 

ing  the    words   into    a   telephone  *^  There  he    is — there  he  lies  ! " 

of  preternatural  sensibility,  sum-  exclaimed  the  excited  sportsman, 

moned  Peter  to  put  an  eye  to  the  having    changed    his    place,    and 

glass.  craned  over  so  recklessly  that  his 

^*  Ay,    it    will    be    them,    sure  friend  was  fain  to  hold  on  to  him 

enough,  sir,"  was    the   deliberate  by  his  boots.     *^  There  he  is  !  you 

answer  ;  ^'  and  it  will  not  be  that  can  just  get  a  sight  of  his  hoofs, 

difficult  to  make  the  stalk  upon  the  kicking  away  still  under  that  shelf 

beasts,  whatever."  of  granite." 

Leslie  motioned  Peter  aside,  and  .  *'I  see  him,"  said  Leslie  quietly, 

took  his  turn  of  observation.   Yes,  after  a  moment  or  two.     '^  Audit's 

there  were  the  goats — the  family-  only  a  pity  you  did  not  leave  the 

party  ;  four  of  them  were  visible,  poor  beggar  in  peace,  since  there 

and  possibly  there  might  be  more,  is  no  possibility  of  recovering  the 

"  And  the  wind  is  favourable,"  body." 

whispered   Venables,    "as  if  the  "Perhaps     not.       He     weighs 

day  had  been  arranged  for  us  ;  and  heavy,  I  oare  say.     I'll  have  the 

nothing  worse  than  a  long  circuit  to  head  and  horns  at  any  rate,  you 

make — that's  to  say,  if  they  don't  bet,   as  the  Yankees  say."      And 

shift.     Once  upon  the  top  of  that  before  Leslie  could  well  interpose, 

ridge  of  rock,  and  they  ought  to  be  Jack,  who,  with  the  intuition  of 

within  easy  range."  eenius,   had   surveyed   the  track, 

had  swung  himself  over  the  edgc^ 

It  is  an  anxious  moment  when,  and  was   steadily   though   slowly 

after  a  lengthened  stalk,  you  reach  descending. 

the  spot  you  have  been  steering  jFhcilis  descensus,  Ac.  y  has  ftaaei 

for    by    predetermined    bearings,  into  a  proverb  ;  and  we  have  it  'on 

With  Leslie  and  Peter  following  at  immemorial  French  authority,  that 

a  distance  in  his  wake,  Venaoles  the  firststepiseverything,  or  pretty 

had  dragged  himself  forward  to  the  nearly  so.      Venables  proved  the 

edge  of  tne  cliffs,  and  with  a  heart  truth  of  the  former  maxini,  but  he 

beatine  as  if  it  would  have  burst  had  reason  to  question  the  wisdom 

his  waistcoat-buttons,  had  he  worn  of  the  second.    He  was  a  youth 
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much  given  over  to  impulses.  Like  pressed.  The  life  and  death  of  his 
I.«eslie,  as  we  have  said,  he  was  used  companion  were  hanging  in  the 
to  mountain-climbing.  He  had  the  balance,  and  his  interposition  wonld 
promptitude  of  pluck  almost  in  probably  in  no  degree  ayail.  As  for 
excess — a  spurt  would  carrv  him  the  dull  and  respectable  Peter,  he 
at  any  time  through  critical  dan-  was  paralysed.  He  was  more  at 
ger;  and  he  had  the  confidence  that  home,  at  the  best  of  times,  on  the 
came  of  his  Alpine  experiences,  deck  of  a  herring-boat  than  on  the 
He  picked  his  way  steadily  alonj^  hills,  and  was  made  of  any  staff 
an  aerial  and  almost  impercepti-  rather  than  that  of  a  hero.  All  in 
ble  path,  though  the  blood  of  the  that  supreme  crisis  depended  upon 
more  phlegmatic  Leslie  ran  cool  in  Leslie — and  the  thoughts  that  were 
watching  nim,  and  the  usually  im-  ordinarily  somewhat  sluggish  had 
perturbable  Peter  tossed  his  arms  answered  to  the  spur,  and  were 
in  the  air.  But  his  impetuosity  working  with  the  velocity  of  light- 
had  not  counted  with  contingen-  ning.  It  was  hopeless,  or  almost  so» 
cies,  as  when,  after  zigzagging  back-  to  save  Venables  ;  but  it  was  abso- 
wards* and  forwards,  all  within  the  lutely  impossible  to  go  home  with- 
space  of  the  seventy  yards,  taking  out  him.  Fancy  living  on  to  teU 
hi8  final  spring  to  the  broad  shelf  the  tale — or  conceal  it, — how  he 
where  the  goat  lay,  the  gravel  had  left  his  comrade  to  perish  with- 
yielded  under  his  feet.  The  rain-  in  a  stone-throw  of  him  !  Leslie 
fall  of  yesterday  had  sapped  the  was  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian^ 
bank  ;  and  the  path  he  nad  so  but  scarcely  a  saint.  He  was  loath 
deftly  cleared  was  breached  effec-  to  leave  life  at  a  moment's  notice, 
tually.  with  all  his  misdeeds  and  mistakes 

Exaltation  is  invariably  follow-  unrepented  of.    But  his  feelings  of 

ed  by  reaction.     Had  it  all  been  chivalry  were  strong,  and  the  sense 

comparatively  smooth  navigation,  of  duty  was  imperious.  He  breathed 

Jack's  pluck  and  spirit  would  have  from   his  heart  the  most  earnest 

carried   him    through.      Now    he  prayer  for  help  and  mercy  he  had 

must    have    felt    something    like  ever  in  his  life  sent  up  to  heaVen^ 

Icarus,  when    the  wax  was  melt-  as  he  stepped  in  his  turn  over  the 

ing  on  the  aeronaut's  pinions  ;  and  cliff  and  followed  in  the  track  of 

a  paralysing  horror  settled  down  Venables. 

upon  him  as  he  knew  his  retreat  He  made  the  leap  over  the  breach 

to  be  cut  off.     His  eyes  swam  ;  his  comparatively  easily.      It  tended 

brain    turned    dizzy  ;  and  he  did  only  too  decidedly  down-hill,  and . 

what  was  probably  the  wisest  thing  his  ponderous  initial   momentum 

in  the  circumstances,  and  subsided  aided  him.      The  grave   question 

on  the  ground  with  his  back  to  the  was  as  to  getting  back  ;  but  that 

abyss.  was  a  question  to  be  solved  in  the 

Venables's  brain  was  in  a  swim-  future, 
ming  turmoil  of  confusion,  and  had  Seldom  have  severed  friends 
he  been  left  to  himself  or  to  Peter,  been  reunited  under  more  serious 
his  bolt  would  certainly  have  been  circumstances  ;  and  the  clasp  of 
shot.  While,  as  for  Leslie,  who  Venables's  feverish  hand  repaid 
had  been  looking  on  in  speechless  Ijeslie  for  the  risk  he  had  run. 
horror,  his  thoughts  were  never  The  presence  and  touch  of  his 
more  clear  or  definite.  He  bad  chivalrous  friend  were  already  re- 
weighed  the  circumstances  in  a  storing  the  courage  of  the  other, 
moment,  and  he  felt  hopelessly  de-  There  was  this  differ«>j[ioe  between 
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the  two — in  Venables  the  spirit  hafl  iog,  with  infinite  presence  of  mind 
to  fight  the  flesh  ;  and  he  could  and  a  swift  sweep  of  his  pocket- 
only  preserve  a  semblance  of  com-  knife  he  cut  the  beard  from  the 
posure  by  manfully  diverting  his  shaggy  billy- eoat. 
thoughts  and  turning  his  eyes  away  "We  won't  bother  about  the 
from  the  abyss.  As  for  Leslie,  horns,"  he  observed,  "  but  we  must 
without  prying  into  his  innermost  not  go  back  without  your  trophy.'' 
secrets,  it  may  be  said  that  he  And  that  very  simple  remark 
could  look  dangers  of  all  kinds  screwed  the  courage  of  Venables 
calmly  in  the  face.  At  least  he  to  the  stickin^-pomt.  It  was  he 
gazed  with  less  of  apprehension  who  gave  the  lead  over  the  gap, 
than  curiosity  into  the  depths  of  lightly  bounding  up  upon  the 
the  yawnine  chasm  beneath ;  and  n'ound  that  gave  way  beneath 
before  he  had  well  exchanged  a  him,  and  so  with  half-a-dozen  suc- 
hand-shake  wilh  Venables,  he  was  cessive  springs  placing  himself  in 
planning  how  they  might  retrace  relative  safety.  And  then  he  for- 
their  steps.  He  knew  he  had  never  sot  all  the  danger  that  remained, 
been  so  near  to  death,  for  he  saw  m  the  jnoments  of  agony  th^t  the 
that  the  little  gravel-platform  on  dange/*  of  his  saviour  caused  him. 
which  tbey  stood  was  already  There  seemed  a  more  formidable 
crumbling  and  yielding  beneatn  leap  than  ever  to  be  made,  and 
their  united  weight.  He  knew  Leslie  had  little  of  the  lightness 
there  was  no  time  to  send  the  slow  and  elan  which  had  landed  Vena- 
and  stupid  Peter  to  fetch  help,  bles  in  comparative  security.  For 
They  must  save  themselves,  and  a  second  or  so,  it  appeared  that  he 
that  promptly,  if  they  were  16  be  had  given  himself  up.  He  stood 
saveaatall.  Venables  was  looking  as  his  friend  had  left  him,  and 
to  him  for  support,  encouragement,  covered  his  eyes  with  his  hand, 
and  guidance.  So  he  proved  him-  Then  he  essayed  to  cross,  but  in 
self  true  to  his  practical  good  a  very  different  fashion.  If  he  had 
sense — drew  the  wmsky-flask  from  been  setting  his  feet  on  the  fla^ 
his  pocket,  and  passed  it  to  his  of  a  London  pavement,  he  could 
friend.  not  have  trod  more  firmly,  though 

"  That's  right,  old  fellow ;  take  the  foothold  in  each  instance  was 

another  little  pull,"  as  he  watched  some  scarcely  preceptible  niche  in 

the  light  come  back  to  the  eye  and  the  hill -face.     Will  the  feet  sup- 

the  colour  to  the  cheek.     "  There,  port  his   fourteen    stone,  or    will 

that  will  do.     Wait  till  we  are  on  they  not?    Venables's  heart  almost 

the  firm  ground  again  before  you  ceased  to  beat,  though  Leslie  ap- 

mend  your  draught."  peared  to  be  as  composed  as  ever  ; 

The  cool  promise  of  immediate  and  in  another  moment,  in  an  un- 

safety  did  as  much  to  restore  Jack  affected  burst  of  emotional  grati- 

Venables's  confidence   as   the  in-  tude,  he  had  clasped  his  recovered 

spiriting    influences  of  the   flask,  friend   in   his   arms.      Had   Leslie 

For  a  few  moments,  at  all  events,  literally  come  back  from  the  dead, 

he  was  himself  again,  and  Leslie  he  could  hardly   have  been  more 

saw  it  was  neck  or  nothing.  Stoop-  warmly  welcomed. 
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CHAPTER  III. — "yours  FOR  LIFE  OR  DEATH." 

Our  young  friends  bivouackiBd  having  been  captured  with  some 
that  night  among  the  hills  on  the  difficulty  in  the  unenclosed  mead- 
banks  of  Lochrosque.  With  the  ows  where  he  was  running  loose, 
morning's  toil  and  the  afternoon's  She  mounted  the  machine  With 
excitement,  they  felt  they  had  done  her  maid,  leaving  the  boxes  to 
at  least  as  mucn  as  was  good  for  follow  :  and  what  between  her  ex- 
them,  and  prudently  determined  to  citement  over  the  beauties  of  the 
**  camp  out."  The  "  shelter  stone,"  drive,  and  her  anticipation  of  the 
shaped  something  like  a  Breton  reception  awaiting  her,  her  rising 
dolman,  with  its  Cyclopean  blocks  spirits  fairly  ran  away  with  her, 
of  rugged  granite,  offered  them  overflowing  in  rapturous  ejacula- 
very  tolerable  quarters.  They  tions  and  bright  snatches  of  song, 
supped  lightly  ;  they  slept  pro-  She  had  hoped  to  delight  her 
saically  ;  they  rose  refreshed  :  so,  father,  and  she  was  amply  satisfied, 
hurrying  them  across  the  interven-  Moray,  having  made  some  changes 
ing  bogs,  we  land  them  in  sight  of  in  his  toilet,  nad  strolled  out  up- 
the  house  of  Glenconan.  on  the  gravel  before  sitting  down 

A  great  event  had  occurred  in  to  dinner ;  he  cast  an  eye  on  the 
their  absence.  It  is  seldom  that  cart-track  that  led  upwards  toward 
the  master  of  a  remote  Highland  Lochrosque,  and  turned  away  in 
residence  has  the  chance  of  two  slight  disappointment.  Although 
thrilling  sensations  simultaneously;  he  had  lived  much  alone  in  his 
but  that  piece  of  fortune  had  hap-  time,  he  was  naturally  of  a  social 
pened  to  David  Moray.  While  he  disposition,  and  would  have  liked 
was  looking  forward  to  a  solitary  to  nave  had  dinner  enlivened  by 
-dinner  and  a  dull  evening,  his  a  narrative  of  incident.  When 
dearly  loved  daughter  had  turned  swinging  round  on  his  heel,  before 
up  unexpectedly.  Grace  Moray  entering  the  hall,  his  eye  was  ar- 
liad  a  dash  of  the  romantic  in  her  rested  by  a  vision  on  the  lower 
nature,  and  it  pleased  her  to  ar-  road — a  heavy  dogcart  was  pulling 
range  a  surprise  for  her  father,  up  the  steep,  the  driver  walking 
The  thought  of  the  surprise  that  by  the  horse's  head ;  and  in  the 
was  in  store  for  him  beguiled  the  carriage  were  fluttering  female  gar- 
tediousnes  of  a  slow  railway-jour-  ments,  while  a  white  pocket-hand- 
ney  ;  and  as  she  paralysed  the  self-  kerchief  was  being  flown  by  way  of 
important  station-master  by  her  signal.  He  realised  in  a  moment 
unexpected  arrival,  so  she  was  en-  what  had  occurred,  for  the  road 
chanted  to  be  thrown  back  on  her  the  vehicle  was  following  led  no- 
own  resources.  It  was  a  dramatic-  where  except  to  Glenconan.  An- 
ally appropriate  stage-introduction  other  moment,  and  he  was  striding 
to  her  Highland  home.  The  sta-  hatless  down  the  hill,  as  if  he  had 
tion-master  offered  her  the  hospital-  started  on  a  toe-and-heel  match 
ity  of  his  cottage  while  a  messenger  against  time, 
was  despatched  for  the  parental  Grace  Moray  had  arranged  a 
waggonette.  The  impetuous  young  semi-theatrical  surprise,  and  the 
woman  would  hear  nothing  of  the  meeting  made  a  very  pretty  tableau, 
kind.  She  pressed  a  '^machine"  On  seemg  an  elaerly  gentleman 
from  the  neighbouring  posting-  come  down  at  the  double,  the  in- 
house  into  her  service,  the  horse  telligent  horse  came  promptly  to  a 
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standstill,  and  betook  himself  to  daughter,  too,  was  very  well  con. 
cropping  the  grass  by  the  wayside,  tent  when  she  heard  of  the  expe- 
So  the  young  lady,  in  all  security,  dition  that  left  her  to  a  tUe-d-tete, 
could  set  one  neatly  booted  foot  The  early  evening  passed  quickly 
on  the  wheel  and  take  a  flying  leap  enough  :  they  had  so  much  to  say 
into  her  father's  arms.  It  was  as  as  to  the  present  and  the  future, 
well,  perhaps,  that  her  cousins  did  But  when  the  shadows  of  the  loit- 
not  witness  the  fervent  embrace  in  ering  Highland  night  began  to  fall, 
which  she  wals  clasped  before  she  the  girl  began  to  feel  uneasy.  To 
was  landed  on  the  gravel.  They  her  there  were  vague  horrors  and 
could  hardly  have  helped  feeling  dangers  in  the  solitudes  of  those 
envy  and  jealousy.  As  for  the  trackless  hills,  which  she  had  ad- 
trim  lady's.maid  on  the  back  seat  mired  and  nevertheless  half  shud- 
and  the  shaggy-coated  Highland  dered  at  in  the  fading  glories  of 
driver,they  looKed  on  complacently  the  sunset.  Sitting  in  the  snug 
and  indifferently  from  their  very  room  watching  through  the  open 
opposite  points  of  view.  window,   the   shadows  thickemng 

brrace  Moray  had  really  been  and  widening  in  the  clear  gloaming 
harmoniously  as  she  was  simply  without,  her  fancv  beean  to  work 
named  ;  for  there  was  grace  in  her  uneasily.  And  tnough  she  knew 
shape  and  her  every  gesture.  So  nothing  of  the  real  risks, with  which 
it  struck  her  father,  and  not  for  her  father  was  familiar,  her  grow- 
the  fii*st  time,  as  he  saw  her  posing  ing  uneasiness  began  to  communi- 
on the  carriage- wheel  like  a  aomes-  cate  itself  to  him.  Left  to  himself, 
tic  Venus.  The  slight  irregularity  he  might  scarcely  have  given  a 
of  her  features  only  added  to  the  second  thought  to  the  absence 
piquanc V  of  their  expression ;  there  of  his  young  friends.  Jack  Yen- 
was  a  laughing  sweetness  in  her  ables's  note  had  told  him  it  was 
soft  grey  eyes,  which  seemed  to  possible.  For  himself,  he  had  run 
speak  of  boundless  capacities  of  the  gauntlet  of  serious  dangera  in 
affectionate  companionship,  with  his  time,  and,  with  innumerable 
all  the  sympathetic  versatility  that  hairbreadth  escapes,  had  always 
can  brighten  a  life.  With  the  fallen*  safely  on  his  feet.  A  night 
masses  of  her  rich  brown  hair  on  the  hills  of  Glenconan  had 
slightly  ruffled  under  her  Spanish  seemed  nothing  to  him.  Now, 
hat  by  her  father's  hearty  embrace,  however,  he  found  himself,  to  his 
with  ner  clear  complexion  height-  own  surprise,  conjuring  up  visions 
ened  by  the  keen  mountain-air^  of  the  rugged  precipices  above 
and  with  her  eyes  glowing  with  Lochrosque,  with  their  precarious 
the  light  of  health  and  beaming  at  foothold  and  almost  invisible  Roat- 
once  with  excitement  and  tender-  tracks ;  and  he  remembered  Jack 
ness,  she  was  as  desirable  a  young  Yenables's  headstrong  pluck  and 
helpmate  and  mistress  of  an  estab-  impetuous  temperament.  But  he 
lishment  as  any  fond  father  might  remembered  at  the  same  time  that 
wish  to  welcome.  Jack  was  in  good  company  ;   that 

Circumstances  change  cases,  and  Leslie  was  cool  and  prudent ;  that 
there  is  no  reckoning  with  the  un-  Peter,  though  stupia,  was  strong- 
expected.  A  few  minutes  before,  bodied  and  trustworthy  ;  and  he 
Moray  had  been  longing  for  his  tried  to  dismiss  his  doubts  by  say- 
male  companions  ;  now,  he  saw  in  ing  to  his  daughter — 
their  prolonged  absence  a  special  '  ''  Believe  me,  my  dear,  there  is 
interposition  of  Providence.     His  nothing  whatever  to   be  alarmed 


456                                Ibrtune's  Wheel.— Part  I.  [April 

about.  Nothing  worse  can  po8-  in  the  early  morning,  the  cold  bath 
sibly  happen  to  the  boys  than  a  never  was  more  welcome ;  and  a» 
cool  bed^among  the  heather,  with  it  was,  when  she  had  kissed  her 
colds  in  the  head  to  follow.  In  father's  cheek,  he  noticed  the  fad- 
anycase,  we  can  do  nothing  till  ing  of  the  red  Lancastrian  ro8e» 
the  morning,  for  there  are  half -a-  that  had  been  blooming  the  even- 
dozen  ways  home  from  Lochrosque.  in^  before  in  her  face. 
Go  quietly  to  bed,  and  if  they  do  Meanwhile  Leslie  and  Venable» 
not  turn  up  for  breakfast,  we  shall  had  been  still  earlier  risers,  though 
send  off  a  party  of  the  gillies  to  for  very  different  reasons.  Moray's 
meet  them,  with  materials  to  break  shrewd  knowledge  of  mankind  had 
their  fast.  Jack  has  always  an  not  deceived  him,  when  he  sug- 
undeniable  appetite  ;  and  Leslie,  gested  that  Jack,  under  stress  of 
though  he  takes  it  more  leisurely,  privation,  would  make  a  vigorous 
runs  nim  hard  with  the  knife  and  push  for  breakfast  at  Glenconan. 
fork."  Jack  might  not  be  sentimental — 
Grace  professed  herself  so  far  he  was  certainly  shy  as  to  express- 
satisfied,  and  bade  her  father  good-  ing  sentiments ;  nevertheless  he 
night.  But  when  he  had  left  her  had  made  an  effort  and  a  clutch  at 
in  the  pretty  bedroom  he  had  care-  Leslie's  hand,  and  said,  '^  You  may 
fully  seen  arranged  for  her,  her  forget,  my  good  fellow  ;  but  you 
anxieties  returned,  and  she  sent  her  may  be  sure  that  I  never  shall, 
maid  away.  She  threw  the  window  Henceforward  I  am  yours,  for  life 
open  and  gazed  out  upon  the  soft  or  death.'' 

Highland  night.    She  looked  at  her  Nor  did  he  say  much  more  ii> 

snoiv-white  sheets  and  contrasted  the  course  of  the  long  morning's 

them  with  a  couch  in  the  heather,  walk,    though  possibly,    like  the 

A  bed  in  the  heather  was  all  very  parrot    of    story,   he     may    have 

well ;  on  the  whole,  she  would  have  thought  the  more.     Till   at  last^ 

much  enjoyed  it  herself.     Couches  from  one  of  the  lower  ridges  he 

of  fragrant  heather-shoots  and  ver-  lifted  up  l^is  eyes,  and  saw  certain 

dant  bracken  associate  themselves  moving  figures  in  the  middle-dis- 

with  all  the  witchery  of  Scottish  tance  of  the  landscape, 

poetry  ;  and  what  could  the  soul  **  Look  there,  Leslie  !    A  relief 

wish  better  for  a  canopy  than  the  expedition  sent  out  in  search  of  us. 

star-studded  vault  of  the  northern  If  my  note  was  duly  delivered,  for 

heavens  ?    But    then    there    was  the  life  of  me  I  can't  understand 

another  side  to  that  picture.    Those  the  Laird.      I  should  have  said  he 

little-known  cousins  of  hers — one  was  the  very  last  man  in  the  world 

or  both — might  be,  and  very  pos-  to  bother  about  the  off-chance  of  a 

sibly  were,  lying  crippled  .or  shat-  mishap." 

tered  at  the  bottom  of  the  craigs,  ^*  It  s  not  very  likely,"  Leslie  ad- 

with  the  carrion-crows  and  ravens  mitted.     ''  But  time  will  show,  so 

for  their  sole  attendants.    In  short,  its  no  use  troubling." 

when   Miss   Moray   did    make  up  '^  So  here  you  are  at  last,"  shouted 

her  mind  to  go  to  bed,  it  was  to  Moray  when  they  came  within  hail ; 

anything  rather   than   untroubled  and  both  the  young  men  were  as- 

slumbers.    Youth,  fatigue,  and  the  tonished  to  observe  Uiat  their  ffood- 

Highland  air  were  lulling  her  into  natured  host  and  uncle  was  deoid- 

dreams,  which  were  changing  per-  edly  flushed  and  choleric.     **  Here 

pet u ally  to   grim  phantasmagoriii  you  are,  after  keeping  the  bouseheld 

and  nightmares.     When   she  rose  m  hot  water  through  half  the  night, 
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snd  rousing  Bome  ot  us  frora  our  a    naturally    aweel    temperament, 

beds  in  the  middle  of  our  beauty-  wbich  went  far  towards  keeping 

sleep."  lier  quiet  and  calm  under  aoy  oir- 

Venablee,    although  ,  ordinanly  cumNtances.     But  she  had  a  lively 

imperturbable,  was  slightly  taken  imagination   as   well.      She    may 

aback  for  once.      It  was  quite  a  have  been  fatigued  by  the  journey, 

new  experience  of  bis  uncle,  whom,  and  instead  of  sleeping  soundly  as 

as  he  nattered  himself,  he  already  usual,  she   had   passed    a   restless 

knew  pretty  well.     However,  the  and  anxious  night.     Her  feelings 

next  words  of  Mr  Moray  enligbt-  had  been  overstrung  in  picturing 

«ned  him.  all  manner  of  distressing  casualties 

"  Your  cousin  Graca  arrived  yes-  — follieH,  as  she  tried  to  assure  her- 

tetday  evening,  and  I  do  believe  self,  which  she  bad  been  ashamed 

sbe  was  up  and  about  with  day.  to  acknowledge  to  her  father.    But 

break,"  when  she  saw  him  hurrying  home 

Venablee  whistled  in  silent  bo-  unaccompanied,  she  had  made  up 
liloquy.  Here  was  the  solntion  her  miud  for  the  worst ;  and  the 
of  the  riddle,  and  a  wonderful  reaction  was  as  great  as  the  relief, 
inetanceof  the  power  of  paternal  when  she  knew  that  her  fears  were 
affection.  "The  revolution  in  our  unfounded.  Profound  thankful- 
way?  of  life  is  beginning  with  a  ness  made  her  suddenly  light- 
vengeance,  and  in  this  domestic  hearted  again ;  and  when  the 
breeze."  And  be  added  to  himself  younger  gentlemen  were  passing 
with  philosophical  resignation,  "  I  the  gate  of  the  short  approach,  her 
knew  that  girl  would  be  a  nuisance;  high  spirits  of  the  day  before  were 
and  if  I'm  sorry,  I  can't  say  I'm  more  buoyant  for  their  temporary 
flnrprised."   Then  recollecting  bira-  depression. 

«eli,afteroongretnlating  her  father  It  would  have  been  difficult  to 

with    an   emprtstement    rather    at  imagine  a  prettier  picture  than  that 

variance  with  his  real  feelings,  iie  of  the  bright  graceful  figure  in  the 

hastened   to  speak  of   yesterdav's  doorway  of  .{lie    grim  old   house. 

escape,   and    was  eloquent   in   nis  Andcloser  observation  onlybrought 

expressions     of      gratitude.       He  out  new  beauties,  as  both  V  enables 

warmed    as    he    spoke    with    deep  and    Leslie  were    fain    to    admit, 

feeling,  and    at   another   time   he  Their   recollections,    as    they  had 

might  have  made  sure  of  an  at-  seen  her  last,  were  of  a  tall,  un- 

tentive  listener.     But  now  Moray  gainly,  and  rather  forward  school. 

was  almost  as  impatient  as  Leslie,  girl ;   while  Moray,  in  answer  to 

who   tried   repeatedly  to  cut  the  requests  that  had  been  by  no  means 

story  short.     Moray  was  eager  to  over.ui^nt,  had  refnsed  to  show 

hasten  back  and  relieve  his  daugh.  his  young  friends  her  phonograph, 

ter's  anxieties;   and   by  common  on  the  ground  that  no  photographer 

consent    the    pair    of    craigsmen  had  done  her  justice, 

slackened  their  pace,  leaving  their  There  the  fond  father  was  right, 

uncle  to  go  forward  and  announce  Jack  Venables's   first   impression 

their  arrival.  was  one  of  unqualified  admiration; 

The   immediate   upshot  of   the  and  then  and  there  he  abjured  the 

affair  was  to  place  the  meeting  of  abominableheresythatthepreseDce 

the  cousins  on  an  easier  and  more  of  his  cousin  could  be  anytbing  but 

cordial  footing  than  a  longer  ao-  again.     His  second  thonghta  were 

^uaintancemighthavedone.  Grace  u  natural,  if  less  romantic;  Mid 

bad   a  placid   nature,  or  at  least  he  remembered  that  he  had  paved 
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the  night  upon  the  hills  without  the  he  knew  it ;  and  falling  in  love  at 
means  of  paying  attention  to  his  first  sight,  on  smaller  provocatioOy. 
toilet.  To  tell  the  truth,  though  was  no  very  novel  sensation  with 
without  the  more  regular  beauty  of  him.  While  Leslie,  who  bad  no- 
bis friend's  features,  he  was  really  experiences  of  the  kind,  and  whose 
a  very  good-looking  young  fellow,  processes  of  thought  were  rather 
and  need  not  have  greatly  troubled  sure  than  swift,  would  have  been 
himself  on  that  score.  There  ar^  incapable,  in  his  innocent  igno- 
lanky-haired  men  who  can  never  ranee,  of  analysing  any  similar 
show    to    advantage    unless    they  impulse. 

carry  a  pocket-conu)  and  a  stick  of        **  Now    make    haste    and    shift 

cosmetic  about  with  them.    As  for  yourselves,  my  good  boys,  as  we 

Venables,  he  curled    slightly  like  say    in    these    parts,"    exclaimed 

a  well-bred  spaniel,  and  could  dis-  Moray,  entirely  himself  again,  and 

pense  with  brush  and  comb  upon  beammg  all  over  with  cordiality*, 

occasion  ;  the  open   collar  of   his  **  Grace  ought  never  to  have  sach 

flannel  shii*t  set  off  a  well-shaped  a  chance  again  of  knowine  what  ia 

neck  to  advantage,  and  the  folds  meant  by  Highland  appetites.** 
of  a  well-hung  kilt  did  justice  to       The  good  boys  responded  nobly 

his  active  figure  ;  while  a  morning  to  the  appeal.     The  oroiled  trout 

plunge  in  the  cold  depths  of  Loch-  and  the  kippered  salmon  vanished 

rosque  had  effaced  every  sign  of  as  by  enchantment.      Bacon   fol- 

fatigue  and  over-excitement.  And  lowed,  crisp  from  the  fender,  ar- 

the  more  portly  Leslie,  who,  more-  ranged  before  the  glowinff  fire  of 

over,  had    never  a  trace  of  self-  peat  that  corrected  the  frediness  of 

consciousness  about   him,   carried  the  air  from    the    open  windows., 

himself  naturally  with  an  easy  and  Justice  was  done  to  a  certain 


high-bred  air,  that  rose  superior  voury  grill ;  and  some  egffs  were- 
and  indifferent  to  external  circum-  thrown  in  casually  to  nil  the- 
stances.  He  would  have  looked  chinks,  before  the  party  proceed- 
the  gentleman  all  the  same,  either  ed  to  trifle  with  oatcakes,  barley 
in  the  solemn  dignity  of  a  Court  scones  and  preserves.  Glenconan- 
suit  and  ruffles,  or  unpacked  from  himself  gave  bis  nephews  a  lead 
the  miscellaneous*  contents  of  a  across  the  table,  making  occasional 
third-class  carriage  after  a  through,  casts  by  the  sideboard  and  fire- 
journey  by  oriental  express  from  place ;  while  Orace,  who  was  a 
Calais  to  Constantinople.  maiden  of  mortal  mould,  kept  the- 
First  impressions  go  for  a  great  three  gentlemen  modestly  in  conn- 
deal  after  all,  and  in  this  case  the  tenance.  She  was  blessed  with  a 
first  impressions  were  mutually  healthy  appetite,  and  felt  no  false- 
agreeable.  Of  course  I  do  not  scruples  as  to  satisfying  it.  But 
mean  to  hint  for  a  moment  that  when  the  meal  was  drawing  to  a 
Miss  Moray  fell  in  love  at  first  close,  and  the  men  wore  {Maying 
sight  with  either  of  her  cousins,  with  their  teacups,  Moray  lay  back 
and  far  less  with  both  of  them,  in  his  chair  and  begged  Venables- 
All  I  say  is,  that  she  saw  no  just  to  resume  his  story, 
cause  or  impediment  why  she  ^'The  fact  is,''  be  remarked  in 
should  not  feel  for  both,  or  either,  brief  apology,  **  that,  bdng  both- 
the  warmest  eousinly  regard.  As  ered  over  Orace,  who  was  woirying 
for  the  young  men,  I  should  be  herself  very  foolishly,  I  fear  lent 
sorry  to  speak  so  confidently.  Jack  you  uncivilly  short.  Yoa  see,  X 
Venables  was  impressionable,  and  saw  you  were  both  sound  in  wind 
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and  limb;  and  had  it  not  been  for  thoughts  went  whirling  wildly  to- 

her,  I  don't  think  I  should  have  wards  Eternity.   Then  he  imagined 

troubled  about  you.    If  Jack  had  Leslie's  chivalrous  resolution  of  self- 

5 one  alone  upon  his  madcap  ezpe-  sacrifice  with  the  quick  intuition 

ition,  I  dona  say.     But  I  thought  that    belonged    to  nim,   and  de- 

that  Ralph  there  had  him  in  lead-  scribed  the  courage  he  had  himself 

in^-stringSy  and  would  be  sure  to  drawn  in  his  extremity  from  con- 

bnng  him  back  safe."  tact  with  the  stronger   and  more 

**  i  don't  know  about  his  holding  heroic  temperament, 

me  in  leading-strings,''  broke  in  *^  Coming  over  the  cliff  was  com« 

Mr    Y^nables,    impetuously.     ''  I  paratively  nothing,"  he  concluded, 

fear  vou  overrate  his  influence  on  '^  It  was  the  sort  of  thing  any  fellow 

my  foolhardiness.     But  I  can  tell  was  bound  to  do,  rather  than  go 

you  this,  that  had  it  not  been  for  back  alone  and  admit  that  he  had 

nis  pluck  and  presence  of  mind —  not  tried  it;  but  having  done  so 

for  his  deliberately  exposing  him*  much,  I  believe  ninety-nine  out  of 

self  to  almost  inevitable  destruction  a  hundred  would  have  only  thought 

— I  should  never  have  come  back  of  how  they  were  to  get  back  again, 

except  upon    a    stretcher,  and    I  and  they, with  the  hundredth,would 

doubt  ereatly  whether  even  Donald  have  hieen  puzzled  to  manage  it. 

would  have  dared  to  go  dowti  and  I  daresay  Leslie  loves  his   liie  as 

pick  up    the  pieces.      It  wai^  an  much  as  another,  and  yet  he  never 

ugly  place" — as  he  spoke,  he  shud-  gave  a  thought  to  it  while   mine 

dered— '^  and  it  will  be  long  before  was  in  peril.    He  was  cooler  when 

I  forgive  myself  for  risking  such  a  making  a  balustrade  of    himself 

life  as  Ralpn's  by  my  own  absurd  between  me  and  the  abyss,  and  try- 

and  pigheaded  folly."  ing  to  scrape  a  foothold  for  the 

Leishe,  embarrassed  for  once,  was  pair  of  us  with  his  nailed  shooting- 
blushing  like  a  girl,  as  Moray  got  Doots,  than  he  is  as  he  sits  behind 
up  to  dap  him  on  the  shouloer,  his  teacup,  wishing  himself  any- 
with  a  blow  that  expressed  the  where  else." 
strength  of  his  feelings.  Qrace  sat  A  peroration  which  gave  Leslie 
behind  the  tea-urn  with  flushed  the  longed-for  pretext  forproposing 
face  and  swimming  eyes,  looking  an  adjournment  for  a  pipe  at  the 
from  one  to  the  other  of  the  young  kennels.  Nor  was  Miss  Moray  very 
men  with  infinite  kindness  and  sorry  to  be  left  alone,  in  a  state 
admiration.  Venables  for  one  mo-  between  smiling  and  crying.  Seri- 
ment  would  have  given  a  good  deal  ously  inclining  her  pretty  ear,  like 
if  the  exciting 'Story  could  have  Deodemona,  she  had  been  strongly 
been  told  the  other  way,  and  if  he  moved  by  Jack's  animated  tale, 
had  been  figuring  there  in  the  r6h  sympathising  almost  less  with  his 
of  saviour.  But  he  hastened  to  burbreadth  escape  than  with  his 
dismiss  the  unworthy  thought;  if  generous  manner  of  narrating  it* 
it  did  flit  across  his  mind,  the  story  And*  on  the  other  hand  like  Bebeooa 
gained  in  the  telling  thereby.  ECe  in  *  Ivanhoe,'  Venables  had  been 
had  the  gifts  of  a  raconteur:  he  '  **  painting  a  hero,"  and  the  hero 
put  the  situations  dramatically;  he  had  been  sitting  modestly  beside 
painted  his  own  feelings  of  self-  her.  She  could  hardly  say  which 
abandonment  and  despair;  he  did  of  her  cousins  had  interested  her 
not  even  spare  himself  the  imputa-  most;  she  only  knew  that  she  felt 
tions  of  cowardice  as  the  earth  was  herself  strongly  attracted  towards 
swimming  before  his  eyes  and  his  both  of  them. 
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A   SOLDIER   OF   FORTUNE. 


The  soldier  of  fortune  is  one  of  hand  against  any  man,with  the  re- 
the  most  picturesque  figures  in  the  assuring  conviction  that,  whoever 
strange  and  shifting  panorama  so  was  the  master,  his  own  interests 
full  of  brilliant  colours  and  effec«  would  come  to  no  harm, 
tive  groupings,  of  the  middle  ages.  The*  system  was  never  one  that 
A  general  who  changes  his  colours  flourished  in  England.  Yet  it 
as  he  changes  his  boots — whose  was  not  unknown  even  in  our 
services  and  those  of  his  mail-clad  island.  Who  does  not  remember 
rovers  are  at  the  disposition  of  the  gay  De  Bracy,  whose  free- 
whoever  can  pay  the  highest  price,  lances  helped  to  keep  the  Saxons 
and  whose  passage  from  one  side  under  in  the  *  days  of  Ivanhoe  ? 
to  another  decides  the  fortune  per-  And  our  history  is  not  without 
haps  of  a  generation,  the  triumph  more  trustworthy  records  of  bands 
of  a  cause,  the  rise  or  downfall  of  whose  hire  gave  importance  to  a 
a  race,  without  interesting  himself  popular  rising  or  swelled  the  ranks 
more  than  they  interest  tne  horse  of  civil  war.  And  England  and 
he  rides — is  not  a  character  which  Scotland  both  contributed  to  the 
attracts  the  reader  so  late  in  the  number  of  those  stout  fighting 
history  of  the  world  as  we  are,  and  men,  superabundant  at  home,  who 
used  to  national  wars  and  national  found  a  field  for  their  prowess  in 
causes  of  a  very  different  kind,  the  perpetual  conflicts  alwavs  go- 
But  in  mediaeval  Italy  the  position  ing  on  on  the  Continent.  Dngald 
of  the  mercenary  was  one  which  Dalgetty  served  Gustavus  Adol- 
involved  no  such  serious  issues  as  phus  and  the  Emperor  by  turns 
might  exist  nowadays,  could  we  with  a  noble  impartiality;  and 
conceive  the  possibility  of  a  wan-  many  a  ballad  records  the  fate  of 
derinff  army  ready  to  take  part  a  romantic  Roland  or  a  stubborn 
on  eiuier  side  according  to  the  in-  John  who  went  **  to  seek  his  f  or- 
ducements  held  out  to  them.  The  tune  in  the  Hie  Germanie.'*  It 
existence  of  such  •  a  body  now  might  afford  an  outlet  for  the  sur- 
would  be  practicallv  impossible,  plus  forces  of  athletic  young  gentle- 
however;  and  even  the  suggestion  men  whom  it  is  so  difficult  to  know 
is  so  inconsistent  with  all  the  facts  how  to  dispose  of,  were  the  old 
of  modem  life,  that  we  can  attempt  custom  resuscitated  ^ike  so  many 
no  illustration  of  it  by  anything  we  others.  A  Devil's  Own  Company 
know.  An  Arab  trilie  drawn  from  of  briefless  barristers,  a  brigade 
the  standards  of  the  Mahdi  to  of  free-lances  recruited  at  the 
assist  our  advance,  would  at  least  universities,  might  then  be  fit  for 
be,  after  a  sort,  fighting  for  (or  honourable  use  wherever  wanted; 
against)  and  with  a  suocession  of  wars  on 

*^  The  ashes  of  their  fathers  o^"*  ^»?*?  such  as  we ^haye,  and 

And  the  temples  of  their  gods."  seem  likely  to   have,  the  institu- 

tion  might  be  a  most  useful  one. 

But  the  condoUiero    of    the   fif*  A  Gordon  regiment,  for  instanoe — 

teenth  century  had  neither  fathers  what  finer  memorial  to  the  dead 

nor  altars,  save  perhaps  in  some  hero! — not  to  be  hired  out  to  Pres- 

far-off  village  which  was  not  in  the  ident  Qr^vj  or  Prince  Biamarok 

struggle  and  was  free  to  turn  his  indeed,  which   might   perbmpa  be 
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more  in  the  spirit  of  the  original,  neighbour  knock  under,  and  enrich 
but  to  be  at  their  own  country's  on^s  self  at  his  expense — which  is 
service  whenever  required.  The  one  of  the  best  unaerstood  rules  of 
existence  of  such  a  body  as  Meth*  primitive  life.  And  for  a  Savoy- 
uen's  Horse  is  a  proof  that  this  ard  coming  to  the  richer  plains  to 
would  not  be  impossible.  seek  his  fortune,  what  could  be 
It  is  with  no  such  chivalrous  less  important  than  the  question, 
service,  however,  that  we  have  which  of  those  wealthy  paymasters 
now  to  do.  No  condition' of  so-  he  should  take  service  under? 
<5iety  could  be  more  appropriate  for  The  firm  resolve  of  the  proud 
the  creation  of  the  mercenary  sol-  citizens  to  have  no  yoke  about 
dier  than  the  state  of  Italv  in  their  own  necks,  ana  to  forse 
those  centuries  of  art  and  glory,  double  coils  around  each  nei^- 
of  murder  and  rapine,  which  are  hour's;  their  prudent  consciousness 
called,  according  to  the  taste  of  that  to  carry  this  resolve  out  with 
the  critic,  the  Dark  Ages,  or  the  their  own  hands  would  impair  trade 
Ages  of  Faith.  That  great  and  and  generallv  interfere  with  the 
noble  country,  beloved  of  all  men,  comfort  of  their  world, — were  to 
the  home  of  all  that  is  beautiful  the  men  of  war  the  very  conditions 
and  glorious,  which  has  lately,  by  essential  for  their  own  trade,  which 
an  inspiration,  unequalled  in  the  was  not  perhaps,  at  that  period 
history  of  nations,  performed  the  and  in  these  circumstances,  so  very 
old  miracle  of  the  fable  and  bound  noble  a  one  as  arms  have  generally 
all  its  suffering  particles,  all  the  .been  considered  to  be.  One  of  its 
loose  sticks  which  were  at  every  chief  dangers  was  the  unlucky  ac- 
conqueror's  mercy,  into  a  fagot  cident  that  occurred  now  and  then, 
which  Hercules  might  atteihpt  in  when  a  general  who  failed  of  being 
vain — Italy,  which  beyond  all  invariably  successful  had  his  heaS 
hope  has  become  one  of  the  great  taken  off  l)y  the  Signoria  to  whom 
Powers  of  Europe— was  then  no  hB  had  engaged  himself.  But 
country  at  all,  but  a  succession  of  fighting  of  itself  was  not  dan- 
arrogant  and  wealthy  cities,of  little  gerons,  at  least  to  the  troops  en- 
principalities  and  dukedoms,  all  gaged,  and  spoils  were  plentiful, 
hating  each  other  with  a  fervour  and  the  life  a  merry  one.  Italy, 
fluch  as  only  close  neighbourhood  always  rich  in  the  bounties  of 
brings,  bent  on  each  other's  sub-  nature,  had  never  been  so  rich  as 
jugation  as  the  one  thing  of  im-  in  these  days,  and  the  troops  had 
portance  outside  their  several  walls,  a  succession  of  villages  at  their 
or  bent  on  preserving  their  own  command  always,  with  the  larger' 
tumultuous  and  fantastic  but  vig-  morsels  of  a  rich  town  to  sack 
orous  freedom  against  a  succession  now  and  theu,ransoms  of  prisoners, 
of  petty  despots  within.  Suppos-  and  all  the  other  chances  of  war., 
ing  a  wholesome-minded  and  sound  Their  battles  were  exercises  of  skill 
headed  condottiero  of  the  fifteenth  rather  than  encounters  of  personal 
century  to  have  troubled  his  mind  opponents,  and  it  was  not  un- 
about  the  matter,  which  was  highly  usual  to  achieve  a  great  feat  of 
improbable,  there  was  little  prin-  arms  and  rout  an  enemy  without 
ciple  involved  in  the  questions  shedding  a  drop  of  blood.  The 
between  Florence  and  Fisa,  be-  bloodshed  was  that  of  the  hapless 
tween  Venice  and  Oenoa,  except  non-combatants,  the  villagers,  the 
that  determination  to  show  which  harmless  town-folk  who  were  mad 
was  the  better  man, — to  make  one's  enough  to  resist  the  mailed  sav- 
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ages,  but  not  that  of  the  fighting  Francesco  being  such,   that  if  he 

men.  got  one  step   he  would  never  be 

Such  was  the  profession,  when  a  satisfied  till  he  was  chief  of  alL 

wandering  Savoyard  trooper — ^per-  For  this  reason,  though  his  mill- 

haps  come  home  with  his  spoils  in  tary  genius  was  allowed  full  scope, 

filial  piety,or  to  make  glad  tneheart  he  was  kept  in  as  much  subjection 

of  a  rustic  love  with  trinkets  drag-  as  possible,  and  had  but  ten  horse- 

ged  from  the  ears  or  pulled  bloody  men  under  him,  and  small  honour 

from  the  throat  of  some  Lombard  as  far  as  could  be  seen ;  yet  he  wa» 

maiden — took  note  among  the  fields  noted- of  the    captains   as  a  man 

of  a  keen-eyed  boy,  who  carried  his  born  to  be  something  beyond  the 

^^Aggy  locks  with   such  an   aria  ordinary  level  when  his  day  should 

Jiera^    so    proud   an  air,   that  the  come. 

soldier  saw  something  beyond  the        The  Italian  world  was  as  usual 

common  recruit  in  this  young shep-  in  a  state  of  great  disturbance  in 

herd  lad.     Romance,   like  nature,  these   days.       Giovanni    or   Gian 

is  pretty  much    the   same  in  all  Graleazzo,  the  Duke  of  Milan,  had 

regions  ;  and  young  Francesco,  the  died,   leaving    two  sons — the  one 

peasant's  son,  under  the  big  fron-  who  succeeded  him,  Gian  Maria, 

tier  tower  of  Carmagnola,  makes  being  a  feeble  and  vicious  youth, 

us  think  with  a   smile  of   young  of  whose  folly  and  weakness  the 

Norval  '<  on  the  Grampian  Hills  "  usual  advantages  were  soon  taken. 

— that  noble  young  hero    whose  Sovereignty  was  never  a  thing  to 

history   has    unfortunately   fallen  be  much  reckoned  on  in  those  little 

into  derision.     But  in  those  days,  restless fortified^nd  fighting  towns, 

when    the   fifteenth    century  had  where  every  municipality  was  al- 

just  begun,    and  through   all   the  ways  straining  after  freedom, — a 

Continent  there  was  nothing  heard  little  republic  of  its  own  if  might 

but  the  clatter    of  ■  mail  and  the  be  :  or  if  not,  a  new  ruler,  from 

tread  of  the  war-horse,  there  was  whom,  perhaps,  an  additional  oon- 

nothing  ridiculous  in  the  idea,  that  cession  of  liberties  might  be  got» 

the  boy,  hearing  of  battles,  should  When  the  young  Duke  was  found 

long  '^  to  follow  to  the  field  some  to  be  so  little  worth  reckoning  on, 

warlike  lord,"  or  should  leave  the  the  cities    of    Lombardy    sprang 

sheep  to  shift  for  themselves,  and  with    wonderful    unanimity  each 

go  off   with  the  bold    companion  into  a  revolution  of  its  own.     The 

who  had  such  stories  of  siege  and  generals     who    on    occasion  had 

fight  to  tell.      He  seems  to  have  served  the  house  of  Visconti  faith-, 

entered    at   once   the  service    of  fully  enough,  found  now  the  oppor- 

Facino  Cane,  one  of  the  greatest  tunity  to  which  these  free-lances 

generals  of  the  time,  under  whom  were  always  looking  forward,  and 

he  rose,  while  still  quite  young,  to  establishea  themselves   each  with 

some  distinction.     Such,   at  least,  hopes  of  founding  a  new  dukedom^ 

would  seem  to  have  been  the  case,  and    little    independent  dominion 

since  one  of   the    first  notices  in  of  his  own,  in  tne  revolted  cities* 

history  of  the  young  Piedmontese  Piacensa,  Parma,  Cremona,  Lodi^ 

is    the  record  ^in  one  of  the  old  all  found  thus  a  new  sovereign, 

chronicles  of  a  question,  made  to  with  a  ready-made  army  to  baok 

Facino — Why  did  he  not  promote  him.    The  Duke's  younger  brother^ 

him?    To  which    the  great  con-  Filippo  Maria,    had  been  left  by 

doUiero  replied  that  he  could  not  his  lather  in  possession  of  the  town 

do    so— the  ^rustic   arrogance    of  of  Pavia,  a  yoanger  son's  inheri- 
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tance  ;  but  Facino  Cane  made  lieht  was  killed,  but  that  the  usurper's- 

of  this  previous  settlement,  ana  in  pay  was.  not    liberal    enough   to- 

the  new  position  of  affairs,  with  satisfy  him.      At  all  events,  he 

the  house  of  Visconti  visibly  going  put  himself  at  the  disposition  of 

down-hill,  took  possession  of  the  young  Philip,  who  had  now  sue- 

city,    retaining   young  Philip   as  ceeded  nominally  to  the  dukedom< 

half  guest,  half  prisoner.    When  of  Milan,  but  was,  so  far  as  faotfr 

matters  were  in  this  woful  state,  went,  as  much  an  adventurer  aa 

the  Duke  was  assassinated  in  Milan,  Carmagnola  himself ;  although  the 

and  the  prospects  of  the  Visconti  changed  aspect  of  affairs  in  Jravia, 

seemed  at  the  lowest  ebb.      But  where  now  there  was  no  one  but 

on  the  very  same  day  Facino  died  Facino's  widow,  the  fair  Beatrice 

in  Pavia,  and  this  incident  brought  of  Tenda,  to  keep  the  turbulent 

in  an  immediate  element  of  hope,  population  and  soldiery  in  hand,. 

It  would  seem  that  the  death  and  to  restrain  the  movements  of 

of  his  general  raised  Francesco  of  the  young  prince,  made  a  wonder* 

Carmagnola  at  once  into  the  front  ful  difference  in  the  position.  Car- 

of  the  Captains  who  remained.  He  magnola's  offer  of  service  put  Philip* 

had  taken  the  name  of  his  village,  at  once  at  the  head  of  an  army^ 

perhaps  by  reason  of  the  want  of  and  opened  to  him  the  way  of  f  or- 

surname,   which  was  common  to  tune.     With  the  ease  with  which 

Italian  peasants,   and  which  pro-  such  domestic  incidents  were  ac» 

bably  told  more  among  the  con-  oomplished  in  those  day8,he  married 

dottieriy    whose    ranks    included  Beatrice,  thus  securing  Pavia,  and 

many  of  the  best  names  of  Italy,  all  Facino's  possessions.    Whether 

than  it  did  in  art.    With  that  pre-  she  had  previously  cast  a  favour- 

ference    for    the    christian    name  able  eye  upon  the  captive  prince- 

which  is  still  jbo  curious  in  Italy,  from  the  side  of  her  scarred  and 

Carmaffnola   is   called   Francesco  deaf  old  general,  history  savs  not :: 

throughout  one  at  least  of  the  old  her  tragedy  came  afterwards,  poor 

histones  which  record  his  exploits;  lady,  when  it  suited  the  great  Duke 

but  there  are  so  many  other  Fran*  to  get  rid   of  the   woman   upon 

cescos,  that  the    custom  is  -con-  whom  his  fortunes  were  founded, 

fusing.      Carmagpaola  found  him-  But  for  the  moment  Beatrice  and 

self  a  person  of  much  additional  Carmagnola  were  all-important  to- 

importance    when    Facino    died,  him. 

though  he  was  still  very  young,  '  The  first  step  after  securing 
not  more  than  twenty-two.  But  these  invaluable  aids  was  to  gain 
he  would  seem  to  have  had  suffi-  possession  of  Ifilan,  where  the 
cient  sense  and  insight  to  perceive  rival  Astorre  was  killed ;  and  after 
that,  by  interfering  in  this  great  this  all  was  success  for  Philip's- 
crisis,  and  binding  to  himself  one  arms.  Carmagpaola,  as  commander** 
way  or  other  the  great  family  of  in-chief  of  the  Duke  of  Milan's 
the  Visconti,  he  would  do  better  forces,  re-conquered'one  by  <nie  the* 
for  himself  than  by  following  the  revolted  cities.  It  was  a  slow  pro- 
example  of  the  elder  generals,  and  oess— for  those  were  daysin  which* 
setting  up  a  little  independent  everything  was  done  by  mle,  when 
tvranny  of  his  own.  It  is  said  the  troops  retired  into  winter- 
that  he  offered  his  services  first  quarters  in  due  season,  and  a 
to  Astorre  Visconti,  an  illegitimate  oampaign  was  a  leisurely  perform- 
member  of  the  family  inio  had  ance,  attended  by  littk  daBswr 
seized  on  Milan  when  the  Duke  except  to  the  unfortunate  inhwi- 
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tants  of  the   district  in  which  it  in  Italy,  respected  and  feared  by 

was  carried  on.     Neither  soldiers  his  neighboarsythe  master  of  twenty 

nor    generals    had    any    wish   to  rich  cities,  and  of  all  the  wealthy 

hurry  ;    it  suited  everybody  better  Lombard  plains.  To  these  Carmag- 

to  take  a  mreat  deal  of  time  over  nola  had    lately    added    the  rich 

their  work,   though    perhaps  not  prize  of  Genoa,  superbest  of  north- 

with  the  counterbalancing  ad  van-  ern  towns  with  her  seaboard  and 

tage  of  doing  it  well ;    the  great  trade,  a  magnificent   addition    to 

<;ondoUieri  had   always  a  view  to  any  prince's  crown.     Perhaps  this 

future  eventualities,  when  it  might,  last  feat  had  unduly  exalted  the 

for  aught  they  knew,  be  their  duty  soldier,  and  made  him  feel  himself 

to  undo  all  they  were  doing,  ana  as  a  conqueror    something   more 

take  the  other  side.  than  the  Duke's  humble  kinsman 

Carmagnola,   however,   had  no  and  counsellor  :    at  all  events,  the 

inducement  for  a  long  time  to  con-  eve  of  the  change  had  come, 

template  any  such  possibility.  His  The  tenure  of  a  favourite's  favour 

iservices  to  Fhilip  were  largely  and  is  always  uncertain  and  precarious, 

liberally  rewarded.    A  kinswoman  In  those  days  there  were  many  who 

^f  Phili])'8,  a  ladv  of  the  Visconti  rose  to  the  neigh ts  of  fame  only  to 

family,   whose  first  husband  had  be  tumbled  h^idlong  in  a  moment 

been  high  in  the  Duke's  confidence,  from  that  dazzling  eminence.  When 

became  his  wife,  and  the  privilege  they  were  in  the  service  of  a  re- 

•of  bearing  the  name  of  Visconti  public,  the  jealousy  of  their  official 

and  the  arms  of  the  reigning  house  masters  was  excited  by  every  act 

was  conferred  upon  him.     He  was  more  splendid  than  usual,  or  which 

fiot  only  the  commander-in-chief  threatened  to  give  a  preponderating 

of  the  troops,  but  held  a  hieh  place  influence  ;    and  in  case  of  defeat 

at  Court,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  their  shrift  was  stil]  shorter,  and 

and  most  trusted  of  Philip's  coun-  the    name    of   traitor    made    the 

sellers.     The  Piedmontese  soldier  scaffold   shameful   on    which    the 

was  still  a  young  man   when  all  unlucky  captain  had  to  expiate  his 

these  glories  came  upon  him,  with  failure.    With  an  individual  master 

accompanying  wealth,  due  also  to  his  case  was  little  better,  for  the 

Philip's  favour,  as  well  as  to  the  potentate  was  bound  to  have  a  score 

booty  won  in  Philip's  cause.   -  He  of  flatterers  at  his  ear  ever  ready 

seems  to  have  lived  in  Milan  in  a  to  build  their  own  advancement  on 

«tate  conformable  to  these  high  the  ruin  of  their  predecessor,  and 

pretensions  and  to  the  position  of  eager  to  collect  every  particular  of 

nis  wife,   and  was  in  the  act  of  his  proceedings,  and  whisper  every 

building  himself  a  fnreat  palace,  evil  interpretation  possible.     Car- 

not  known   as  the  Bioletti,   and  maenola  was  at  the  very  height 

appropriated  to  public  use,  when  of  fortune  when  clouds  b^^n  to 

the  usual  fate  of  a  favourite  began  gather  over  his  career.      He  was 

to  shadow  over  him.     This  was  in  governor  of  Genoa,  which  he  had 

the  year  1424,  twelve  years  after  conquered,  and  holding  his  state 

he  had  thrown  in  bis  fate  with  the  there  perhaps  too  like  a  prince. 

|)rince  in  Pavia.     The  difference  Though  no  idea  of  treadiery  was 

in  Philip's  position  was  wonderful,  then  imputed  to  him,  he  had  been  if 

He  had  then  possessed  nothing  save  anything  too  zealous  for  his  Duke, 

a  doubtful  claim  on  the  city  where  to  whose  service  in  the  meantime, 

he  was  an  exile  and  prisoner.     He  as  to  that  of  a  ffreat  and  o<ni- 

was  now  one  of  the  greatest  powers  qnering  prince,  f  ullof  schemes  for 
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enlarging  his  own  territory  and  matter  had  been  decided  by  all 
affording  much  occupation  for  a  the  gossips  of  the  Court,  and  that 
brave  soldiery,  many  other  com-  it  was  a  conspiracy  of  his  enemies,, 
manders  had  flocked,  and  envious  who  were  settling  his  fate.  Fierce 
eyes  were  fixed  upon  all  his  pro-  and  full  of  irritation,  a  man  who 
ceedings.  The  enemies  of  Car-  could  never  at  any  time  restrain 
magnola  were  many.  Generals  his  masterful  temper,' and  still,  no 
whom  he  had  beaten  felt  their  down-  doubt,  with  much  in  him  of  the 
fall  all  the  greater  that  it  had  been  arrogant  rustic  whom  Facino  could 
accomplished  by  a  fellow  without  not  make  a  captain  of,  lest  he 
anv  blood  worth  speaking  of  in  his  should  at  once  clutch  at  the  baton,, 
veins  ;  and  others  were  too  proud  Carmagnola  determined  to  face  his 
to  serve  under  him  whom  it  would  enemies  and  plead  his  own  cause 
have  pleased  Philip  to  secure.  before  his  prince.  The  Duke  was 
The  first  sien  which  the  doomed  at  Abbiate-grasso,  on  the  borders 
general  received  of  his  failing  of  Piedmont,  a  frontier  fortress,, 
favour  was  a  demand  from  Philip  where  probably  he  had  gone  to 
for  the  squadron  of  horsemen,  300  refresh  himself  with  the  air  from 
in  number,  who  seemed  to  have  been  the  hills,  for  he  was  ''in  retire- 
Carmagnola's  special  troop,  and  for  ment,"  Bigli  says,  but  with  his 
whom  the  Duke  declared  that  he  Court  and  his  counsellors  round 
had  a  particular  use.  The  reply  of  him.  It  was  not  far  from  Genoa, 
the  general  is  at  once  picturesque  and  thither  Carmagnola  rode  with 
and  pathetic.  He  implored  Philip  few  attendants,  no  doubt  breath, 
not  to  take  the  weapons  out  of  the  ing  fire  and  flame,  and  in  his  con- 
hands  of  a  man  bom  and  bred  in  sciousness  of  all  he  had  done  for 
the  midst  of  arms,  and  to  whom  Philip,  very  confident  of  turning 
life  would  be  bare  indeed  without  the  tables  upon  his  miserable  as- 
his  soldiers.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  sailants,  ana  making  an  end  of 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  was  them  and  their  wiles.  His  letters 
but  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  had  not  been  answered, — no  notice 
and  that  other  indignities  were  whatever  had  been  taken  of  his 
prepared  to  follow.  The  clique  appeal  ;  but  still  it  seemed  im- 
at  Milan  who  were  furthering  his  possible  to  doubt  that  Philip,  with 
downfall  were  led  by  two  cour-  nis  trusty  champion  before  him, 
tiers,  Riccio  and  Lampugnano.  would  remember  all  that  had 
''  Much  better,"  says  Bigli,  the  passed  between  them,  and  all  that 
historian  of  the  quarrel,  "  would  it  Francesco  had  done,  and  do  bim 
have  been  for  our  State  had  justice.  His  swift  setting  out  to 
such  men  as  these  never  been  put  all  right,  with  an  angry  con- 
bom.  They  kept  everything  from  tempt  of  nis  assailants,  but  abso- 
the  Duke  except  what  it  pleased  lute  confidence  in  the  renewal  of 
him  to  learn.  And  it  was  easy  for  his  old  influence  as  soon  as  Philip 
them  to  fill  the  mind  of  Philip  should  see  him,  might  be  paralleled 
with  suspicions,  for  he  himself  in  many  a  quarrel.  For  nothing 
began  to  wish  that  Francesco  Car-  is  so  difficult  as  to  teach  a  gener- 
magnola  should  not  appear  so  ous  and  impulsive  man  that  the 
great  a  man."  Carmagnola  re-  friend  for  wnom  he  has  done  too 
ceived  no  answer  to  his  remon-  much,  may  suddenly  become  in- 
strance,  and  by-and-by  discovered,  capable  of  bearing  the  burden  of 
what  is  galling  in  all  circumstances,  obligation  and  gratitude, 
and  in  his  especially  so,  that  the  Arrived  at  Abbiate,  he  was  about 
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to   ride  over  the  bridge   into  the  sage    to    bis    ungrateful     master, 

castle,  when  he  was  stopped  by  the  ''since  I  cannot  speak  before  my 

guards,  whose  orders  were  to  bin-  lord  the  Duke,"  he  cried,  "  1  call 

der    his    entrance.     This    to    the  God  to  witness  my  innocence  and 

commander-in-chief  was  an  extra-  faithfulness  to  him.     I  have  not 

ordinary  insult ;  but  at  first  aston-  been  guilty  even  of  imagining  evil 

ishment  was' the  only  feeling  Car-  against  him.     I  have  never  taken 

magnola  evidenced.     He  sent  word  thought  for  myself,  for  my  blood  or 

to   Fhilip  that   he  was  there   de-  my  life,  in  comparison   with    the 

siring    an    audience,   and    waited  name  and  power  of  Philip."     Then, 

with  his  handful  of  men,  the  horses  "  carried  on  in  the  insolence  of  his 

pawing    the  ground,   their  riders  words,"  says  the  chronicle,  "  he  ac- 

chating  at  the  compulsory  pause,  cused  the  perfidious  traitors,  and 

-which  no  one  understood.     But  in.  called   God  to   witness  that  in  a 

stead  of  bein^  then  admitted  with  short  time  he  would  make  them 

apologies  and  excuses,  as  perhaps  feel  the  want  of  one  whom   the 

Carma^nola  still  hoped,  the  answer  Duke  refused  to  hear." 

sent    him    was    that    Philip    was  And  so  speaking  he  tamed  his 

busy,  but  that  he  might  communi-  horse,  and  took  his  way  towards 

cate  what  he  had  to  say  to  Riccio.  the  river.     When  the  conspirators 

'Curbing  his  rage,  the  proud  soldier  in  the  castle  saw  the  direction  he 
sent  another  message  to  the  effect  was  taking,  a  thrill  of  alarm  seems 
that  he  had  certain  private  matters  to  have  moved  them,  and  one  of 
for  the  Duke's  ear  alone.  To  this  them,  Oldrado,  dashed  forth  from 
no  reply  was  given.  The  situation  the  gates  with  a  band  of  followers 
is  wonderfully  striking,  and  full  of  to  prevent  Carmagnola  from  cross- 
dramatic  force.     Carmagnola  and  ing  the  Ticino,  wMch  was  then  the 

•his  handful  of  men  on  one  side  of  boundary  of  Savoy.  But  when 
the  bridge  ;  the  castle  rising  on  the  he  saw  the  great  captain  '^  riding 
other  with  all  its  towers  and  bas-  furiously  across  the  fields  "  towards 
tions  dark  against  the  sky  ;  the  Ticino,  the  heart  of  the  pursuer  fail, 
half- frightened  yet  half -insolent  ed  him.  Carmagnola  would  seem 
guards  trembling  at  their  own  never  to  have  paused  to  think — 
temerity,  yet  glad  enough  to  have  which  was  not  the  fashion  of  his 
a  hand  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  time — but,  carried  alone  in  head- 
rustic  commander,  the  arrogant  lone  impulse,  wild  with  the  thought 
and  hi^h-handed  captain,  who  of  of  his  dozen  years  of  service  so 
his  origin  was  no  better  than  they,  important,  all  forgotten  in  a  mo- 
The  parley  seems  to  have  gone  on  ment,  did  not  draw  bridle  till  he 
for  some  time,  during  which  Car.  reached  the  castle  of  the  Duke  of 
maenola  was  held  at  bay  by  the  at-  Savoy,  his  native  prince,  to  whom 

•  tendants,  who  could  make  him  no  he  immediately  offered  himself  and 

answer  other  than  the  reference  to  his  services,   telling  his  story  of 

Riccio,    his     well-known     enemy,  wrong  tvith  all  the  vehemence  of 

Then  as  he  scanned  the  dark  unre-  his  feelings.     Notwithstanding  his 

sponsive  towers  with  angry  eyes,  ^ury,  he  seems  to  have  exonerated 

he  saw,   or  thought  he  saw,  the  Philip, — a    doubtful    compliment^ 

face  of  Philip  himself  at  a  loop,  since  he  lield  him  up  to  the  oon- 

hole.     This  lit  the  smouldering  fire  tempt  of  his  brother  potentate  as 

of  passion.     He  raised  his  voice —  influenced  by  the    rabble  of   his 

no  small  voice  it  may  well  be  be-  Court,  '*  the  singers,   actors,  and 

.  lieved — and  shouted  forth  his  mes-  inventors  of  all  crimes^  who  make 
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U8e  of  the  labours  of  others  in  soiousness  of  the  impending  corn- 
order  to  live  in  sloth."  Mere  vitu-  bination  gave  his  hot  expedition 
peration  of  Philip's  advisers  would  to  Duke  Amadeo  a  meaning  and 
not,  however,  have  served  his  pur-  par]>ose.  Before  his  arrival  at 
pose,  and  Carmagnola  artfully  suff-  Venice,  or  rather  Treviso, — where, . 
gested  to  Duke  Amadeo  certain  near  enough  to  communicate  with 
towns  more  justly  his  than  Philip's  the  authorities,  but  not  to  disturb 
— Asti,  Alessandria,  and  others  their  deliberations  bv  his  presence, 
which  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  be  remained  while  the  subject  was 
name.  Did  ever  monarch  refuse  being  discussed, — overtures,  or 
to  listen  to  such  a  scheme  ?  None,  rather  supplications  from  the  Flor- 
at  least  in  the  fifteenth  century,  entines,  wnose  very  city  was  bard 
But  Amadeo,thought  sorely  tempt-  pressed  by  Philip's  troops,  and  who 
ed,  was  not  strong  enough  to  ae-  felt  their  sanctuary  of  greatness 
clare  war  by  himself  against  the  and  freedom  to  be  in  imminent 
great  Duke,  into  whom,  by  Car-  danger,  had  reached  the  Venetian 
magnola's  help,  the  once  friendless  Government,  and  several  ambassa- 
Philip  had  grown.  But  the  fiery  dors  had  been  sent  to  Philip  to 
visitor  left  excitement  and  commo-  remonstrate  and  plead  for  the  great 
tion  behind  him  when,  making  his  rival  yet  sister  city,  Rivalships 
way  across  a  spur  of  the  Pennine  there  might  be  in  time  of  peace 
Alps  by  Trent  and  Treviso  (but  as  and  security  ;  but  the  rulers  of 
secretly  as  he  could  while  among  Venice  regarded  '^  with  much 
the  mountains,  lest  the  Swiss,  gravity,  and  lamented  deeply,  the 
whom  he  had  beaten,  should  hear  adversity,  of  a  free  people,  deter- 
of  his  passage  and  take  vengeance),  mining  that  whosoever  would  re- 
he  came  to  Venice  to  stir  up  a  tain  the  friendship  of  Venice  should 
still  more  effectual  ferment  there.    ^^  at  peace  with  Florence."    To 

Whether  he  was  joined  by  his  this  effect  the  ambassadors  pleaded 
three  hundred  spears —  the  troop  And  with  apparent  success.  Philip 
which  Philip  had  attempted  to  received  them  with  politeness  and 
take  from  him — we  are  not  told;  seeming  acquiescence,  but  did  not 
but  when  he  made  his  offer  of  ser.  stop  the  advance  of  bis  army.  The 
vice  to  the  Doge  and  Signoria,  we  speech  of  the  last  of  these  messen- 
are  told  that  he  was  accompanied  £[^^8,  which  is  given  by  the  Vene- 
by  a  similar  number;  so  that  there  tian  chronicler  Sabellico,  diowis 
seems  little  doubt  they  had  hurried  ^th  what  a  hieh  tone  the  niagnifi- 
out  of  Grenoa  after  him  as  soon  as  <^i^t  Signory  addressed  the  neigh-, 
his  flight  was  known.  bouring  mamates  of  Italy.    Vene-. 

We  are  now  brought  within  tians  and  Florentines  both  made 
sight  of  the  stoim  gathering  against  short  work  with  the  independence 
Milan,  which  made  the  Duke's  in-  of  others;  but  yet  there  is  some- 
suiting  behaviour  to  his  best  gen-  thine  noble  in  the  air  with 
eral  look  like  that  madness  which  which  they  vindicate  their  own« 
smites  the  man  whom  the  gods  ^^  speaker  was  Paolo  Comaro,  a 
mean  to  ruin.  It  is  possible  that  member  of  one  of  the  greatest 
some  information  on  the  subject  of  faniilies  of  Venice, 
this  proposed  league  was  thepri-  ,,n,  ^,  ,r 
vate  news  which  Carmagnola  was    .     ^u^HZ^S®*^^  nothing  is  more 

-^    «^  •^,..    4.^    ^ ^'    -WW    dear  than  freedom,  to  the  preservation 

^anxious  to  communicate  to  of  which  they  are' caUed  >  jnatiw, 
Philip,  along  with  the  story  of  his  merey,  religion,  and  every  other  W 
own  wrongs;  and  no  doubt  a  con-    both  public   and   private,    counting 
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nothing  more  praiseworthy  than  what  one  of  his  chief  enemies.  An  em- 
is  done  to  this  end.  And  neither  bassy  from  Florence  arrived  at  the 
treaties  nor  laws,  nor  any  other  reason  game  time,  and  the  presence  of 
divme  or  haman,  can  make  them  ^y,^^^  ♦«^^v.*v^<.:-»«  i.^^A^  «ii«^ 
depart  from  this/that  before  every-  these  two  opposing  bands  filled 
thingfreedom  must  be  secured.  And  '^}^^  interest  and  excitement  the 
in  80  far  as  regards  the  present  case,  ^ity  of  the  Sea,  where  a  new  thing 
the  Venetians  hold  themselves  as  was  received  with  as  much  delight 
much  bound  to  bestir  themselves  as  in  Athens  of  old,  and  where  the 
when  Florence  is  in  danger,  as  if  the  warlike  spirit  was  always  so  ready 
army  of  Philip  was  on  the  frontier  of  to  light  up.  The  keen  eyes  of  the 
their  own  domimon;  for  it  becomes  townsfolk  seized  at  once  upon  the 
those  who  have  freedom  themselves  V^^"***"  o^**.^«  «w  ^/e*y«  u|/v«  t,*^^? 
to  be  careful  of  that  of  others  :  and  a»fference  so  visible  in  the  two 
as  the  republican  forms  of  govern-  parties.  1  he  Milanese,  ruffling  m 
ment  possessed  by  Florence  resemble  their  fine  clothes,  went  about  the 
greatly  their  own,  their  case  is  like  city  ^aily,  as  if  thev  had  come  for 
that  of  those  who  suffer  no  less  in  the  no  otherpurpose  tnan  to  see  the 
sufferings  of  their  brethren  and  rela-  sights,  which,  says  BiglL  who  was 
tions,  than  if  the  misfortune  was  y^^j^  ^^  ^ji^^  ^^^^  probably 
theirs.  Nor  is  there  any  doubt  that  .,  ,.  ^jw  ur 
he  who  in  Tuscany  contends  against  thought  a  great  deal  too  much  fusa 
freedom,  in  every  other  place  w5l  do  was  made  about  this  wonderful 
the  same,  as  is  the  custom  of  tyrants-  sea-city,  seemed  ridiculous  to  the 
who  have  ever  the  name  of  freedom  in  Venetians,  so  that  they  almost  be- 
abhorrence/'  lieved  the  Duke  was  making  a  jest 
The  speaker  ends  by  declaring  ^^  them.  The  Florentines,  on  the 
that  if  Philip  carries  on  his  assaults  contrary,  crave  as  was  nheir 
against  the  Florentines,  Venice,  fashion  and  doubly  serious  m 
for  her  own  safety,  as  well  as  for  the  dangerous  position  of  their  af - 
that  of  her  sister  city,  wiU  declare  ^ai^,  went  about  the  streets  "  as 
war  against  him  as  a  tryant  and  i^ »»  mourning,"  eagerlv  addressing 
an  enemy.  "This  oration  much  everybody  y  ho  might  be  of  service 
disturbed  the  soul  of  Philip."  But  to  them.  Sabellico  gives  a  similar 
he  was  full  of  the  intoxication   of  account  of  the  two  parties. 

success,  and  surrounded  by  a  light-  ,,  -,,           .  ,      ,       ,         ^ 

u     -a.  J  r«^«»4.    ♦rv   ^Ur^Ji   »;^?r>««  Tuere  might  then  be  seen  m  the 

hearted  Court,  to   whom   victory  ^.^    ^.^^„  ambassadors  of  divers  de- 

had  become  a  commonplace.     The  meanour,"  he  says.     *' Lorenzo  (the 

giovanetti  dtshonesttsstmty  foolish  Florentine),  as  was  befitting,  showed 

young  courtiers  who,  from  the  time  the  sadness  and  humble  condition  of 

of  King  Rehoboam,  have  led  youne  his  country,  seeking  to  speak  with  the 

princess  astray,   whose  jeers  and  senators  even  in  the  streets,  foUowing 

wiles  had  driven  Carmagnola  away,  them  to  their  houses,  and  neglecting 

were  not  to  be  daun^  by   the  oTtt^S^.'^'n  Se*°ot£?  fi! 

grave  looks  of  the  noble  Venetian,  those  of  Philip,  not  to  speak  of  their 

whom,  no  doubt,  tney   felt  them-  pomp,  and  decorations  of  many  kinds, 

selves    capable    of  laughing  and  full   of  hope   and   confidence,    went 

flattering  out  of  his  seriousness.  gazing  about  the  city  so  marvellously 

The    next  scene  of  the  drama  built,    such  as  they  had  never  seen 

takes  place  in  Venice,  to  which  before,  full  of  wonder  how' all  these 

Philm  RPnt  an  embassv   to  answer  thmgs  of  the  earth  could  be  placed 

i^hiiip  sent  an  emoassy   ^<>  an^wCT  ^^^   ^       ^^   ^^       ^ 

the  mission  of  Cornaro,  led  by  the  efieerfuUy  to  all  who  saluted  ttem, 

same  Oldrado  who  had  made  that  showing  in  their  faces,  in  their  eyes, 

ineffectual  rush  after  Carmagnola  by  all  they  said,  and,  in  short    by 

rom  the  castle  gates,  and  who  was  every  outward  sign  of    satisfaction. 
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the   prosperity   of    their   duke    and    moDious  accent,  among  all   their 
country."  soft  Venetian  talk,  no  donbt  im- 

pressed the  imagination  of  a  sos- 
The  dark  figure  of  the  Floren-    ceptible  race.     Whereas  the  Milan- 
tine,  awaiting  anxiously  the   red-    ese    gallants,  in   their  gaiety   af- 
robed  senator  as  he  maae  bis  way    fecting  to  see  n'o  serious  object 
across  the  Piazza,  or  hurrying  at-    in  their  mission,  commended  them- 
ter  him  through  the  narrow  Calli,    selyes  only  to  the  light-minded,  not 
while  this  gay  band,  in  all  their    to  the  fathers  of  the  city.     And 
finery,'swept  by,  must  have  made    when  Carmaffnola,  the  great  soldier 
an  impressiye  comment  upon   the    known  of  all  men — he  who  bad  set 
crisis  in  which   so   much  was  in-    Philip   back   upon   his   throne   as 
yolved.     While  the  Milanese  swam    eyerbody  knew,  and  won  so  many 
in    a    gondola,    or  gazed  at  the    battles  and  cities — with    all    the 
marbles  on  the  walls,  or  here  and    romantic  interest  of  a  hero  and  an 
there  an  early  mosaic,  all  blazing,    injured  man,  came  across  the  lagoon 
like    themselyes,  in    crimson    and    and  landed   at  the  Piazzeta    be- 
gold,  the  ambassador,  upon  whose    tween  the  fated   pillars,  how  he 
pleading    hung   the   dear   life  of    and  his.  scarred  and  bearded  men- 
Florence,  haunted  the  bridges  and    at-arms  must  haye  looked  at   the 
the      street-corners,    letting    no-    cray  courtiers  with  their  ^ts  and 
body   pass   that   could    help  him.    laughter,  who  on  their  side  could 
*'  How  ^oes  the  cause  to-day,  illus-    scarcely  fail  to  shrink  a  little  when 
trious  signor  ? "  one  can  bear  him    the    man    whose    ruin    they   had 
saying.       "  What    hope    for    my    plotted  went  pi^t  them  to  say  his 
country,  lapatria  miaf    Will  the    say  before  the  Signoria,  in  a  'sense 
noble  Signora  hear  me  speak  ?  Will    fatally  different  from  theirs,  as  they 
it  be  given  me  to  plead  my  cause    must  have  known, 
before  their  Magpaincences?'' Or  in        The  speeches  of    the  contend- 
a  bolder  tone,  <*  Our  cat^e  is  yours,    ing    advocates    are    all    given  at 
most  noble  sir,  though  it  may  not    length  in  the  minute  and  graphic 
seem  so  now.  If  PhiSp  sets  his  foot    chronicle.    The  first  to  appear  be- 
on  the  neck  of  Florence,   which    fore    the  Doge  and   Senate    was 
never  shall  be   while  I  live,  how    Lorenzi    Ridolfi,    the    Florentine, 
long  will  it  be,  think  you,  before    who  conjoins  his  earnest  pleading 
his  trumpets  sound  at  Mestre  over    for  aid  to  his  own  s^ate  with  pas- 
the  marshes,  before  he  has  stirred    sionate  admonitions  and  warnings, 
your  IstrianR   to  revolt  ? "      The    that  if  Venice  gives   no  help  to 
senators  passing  to   and  fro,  per-    avert  the  consequences,  her  fate 
haps  in  the  early  morning  after  a    will  soon  be  the  same.     *'  Serene 
lone  night  in  the  council-chamber,    Prince    and  illustrious  senators," 
as  happened  sometimes,  had  their    he  cries,  '*  even  if   I    were   silent 
steps  waylaid  by  this  earnest  ad-    you     would    understand    what    I 
vocate.     The  Venetians  were  more    came  here  to  seek." 
given  to  gaiety  than   their  broth- 
ers from  the  Arno,  but  they  were       "And  those  who  would  understand, 

men  who  before    everything  else    ^^^  ^^^  8?®?  "f  ^^^«  Tuwany  and 

^«    ;i   *^-  ♦!,«;«  ^„,w,  ^'^r.of^^^f^/^n     come  here  in  haste,  ambassadors  from 
cared  for  their  own  constitution,    ^  ^^  ^.^    ^^  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^ 

their  freedom,  such  as  it  was,  their  ^^^  ^^i^   promotion    of   our  liberties 

independence  ;    and    the   stranger  f^m  ^  free  people  like  yourselves, 

with   his   rugged  Tuscan  features  The  object  of  all  my  speaking  is  this, 

and   dark  dresn,  and  keen  unbar-  to  induce  you  to  grant  safety  to  my 

VOL.  <'xxxvn. — NO.  ncccxxxiv.  2  k 
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country,  which  has  brought  forth  and  with  Venice,   since  their    former 

bred  me,  and  given  me  honour,  and  treaties  were  unviolated,  and  any 

credit— which,    if  I   can   attain,  and  renewal  was  unnecessary  between 

that  vou  should  join  the  co^^^^  such  faithful  allies,  but  simply  to 

and  friendship  of  the  Florentines,  and  ,.     ^,      th     ^»         a»       ^• 

join  your   amy    with    our   Tu^ans  ^^"^«,^^«  Illustrious  Signona   in 

against   the    cruellest  tyrant,  enemy  "hilip  s  name, 

of  our    liberties,   and  hating  yours,  «<  But  since  these  people,  who  have 

happy  shall  be  my  errand,   and  my  by  nature  the  gift  of  speech,  delicate 

country  will  embrace    me    with   joy  and  false,  have  not  only  to  the  Senate, 

on    my    return.     And    our   citizens  but  in  the  Piazza  and  by  the  streets, 

who  live  in  this  sole  hope,  will  hold  ^th  pitiful  lamentations,  wept  their 

themselves   and    their   city   by  your  fate,   declaring   that  the  war  which 

bounty  alone  to  be  saved  from  every  they  have  carried  on  so  badly  was 

peril.   ...    I  tremble,  noble  Prince,  begun- by  PhiUp  ;  he  desires  to  leave  it 

m  this  place  to  say  that  which  I  feel  to  your  judgment,  not  refusing  any 

in  my  soul.     But  because  it  is  neces-  conditions  which  you  may  prescribe, 

sary  I  will  say  it :  if  you  will  not  make  what  they  say  is  false  and  vain,  un- 

this  alliance  with  us,  PhUip  will  find  hcard-of  things,  such  as  useless  men, 

himself   able    without    help,  having  thev  are  accustomed  to  study  m  cider 

overthrown  Florence,  to  secure  also  to  abuse  your  gravity,  your  constancy, 

the  dominion  of  Venice.    If  it  should  the  ancient  laws  of  friendship,  and 

be  answered  me  that  the  Venetians  ^n    the    treaties   made    with  Philip. 

always  keep  their  promises  and  en-  xhey  bid  you    fear    him    and    the 

gagements,  I  pray  and  implore  the  increase    of    his    power.     But    yea 

most  high  God    that,  having  given  know    that    they    are    our    enemies 

you  goodness  and  faith  to  keep  your  ^bo    speak.      They    tell    yen    that 

promises,  He  would  give  you  to  know  ^ingg  hate  the  name  of  republica.  .  .  . 

the  arts  and  motives  of  this  tyrant,  it  ig  true  that  King  Louis  was  a  omel 

and    after    discovering    them,    with  enem^  of  the  Venetian  name,  and  all 

mature  prudence    to     restrain     and  the  house  of  Carrari  were  your  ene- 

overrule  them.    .     .     .    That  tyrant  niies.    But  the  Visconti,   who  for  a 

himself,  who  has  so  often  broken  the  hundred  years  have  flourished  in  the 

laws,    both   divine   and  human,  will  n^ble  duch/  of  Milan,  were  always 

himself  teach  you  not  to  keep  that    friends  of  the  Venetian  Republic 

which  he,  in  his  perfidy,  has  not  kept.  phUip  has  had  good  reasons  to  war 

But  already  your  tacit  consent  gives  against  the  Florentines,  and  so  have 

me  to  undOTstand  that   my   reasons  afi    the  ♦Visconti.     They    ooght    t» 

have  pursuaded  you  that  in  this  oration  accuse  themselves,  their    pri%    and 

I  ask  not  so  much  the  salvation  of  my  avarice,  not  PhiUp  who  is  the  fiiend 

Republic,  as  the  happiness,  dignity,  ^f  p^^ce  and  repose,  the  very  model 

and  increase  of  your  o wn  "  ^f  liberality  and  courtesy.     Let  them 

This  speech  moved  the  senators  therefore  cease  to  abuse  and  injure 

greatly,  but    did    not*  settle  the  our    noble   duke  *  in  your  presence, 

question,  their  minds  being  divided  Being  provoked,  we  have  answered  in 

between  alarm,  sympathy,  and  pru-  these  lew  words,  though   we  micht 

dence— fear  of  Philip  on  the  one  ^a^e  wid  many  more ;  so  tnie  that 

hand  and  of  expense  on  the  other  f.^«y  the^elves  (altiiough   th^  jm 

-so  that  they  resolved  to  hear  ^em."                       "^       contradict 
Philip's  ambassadors   first   before 

coming    to    any  decision.     Time  This  address  did  not  throw  mnoh 

was  given  to  the  orator  of  the  light  upon  the  subject,  and  left  tlie 

Milan  party  to  prepare  bis  reply  Senate  in  as  mnon  difficulty  as  if - 

to  Ridolfiy  which   be    made  in  a  they  bad  been  an  English  Cabinet 

speech  full  of  bravado,  declaring.  Council.    There  is  mnob  indeed  in 

that  he  and  his  fellows  were  sent,  their  position  which,  if  onr  own 

not  to  make  any  league  or  peace  could  bear  a  langh,  wonld  anggest 
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a  parallel.  '^  Diverse  opinions  and  sway,  and  the  fame  he  had  pro- 
various  decisions  were  agitated  cured  him,  so  that  his  name  was 
among  the  senators.  Some  declar-  known  not  only  throughout  all 
ed  that  it  was  the  best  to  oppose  in  Italy,  but  even  through  Europe,  as 
open  war  the  forces  of  Philip,  who  the  master  of  Grenoa.  The  rewards 
would  otherwise  deceive  them  with  which  Carmagnola  had  received, 
fair  words  until  he  had  overcome  he  declared  proudly,  were  not  re- 
the  Florentines.  Others  said  that  wards,  but  his  just  hire  and  no 
to  leap  into  such  an  undertaking  more.  And  now  quelP  ingrato, 
would  be  mere  temerity,  adding  whom  he  had  served  so  well,  had 
that  it  was  an  easy  thing  to  begin  not  only  wounded  his  heart  and 
a  war  but  difficult  to  end  it."  The  his  good  name,  for  the  sake  of 
Senate  of  Venice  had,  however,  a  set  of  lying  youths — giovanetti 
another  leader  at  hand,  whose  dishonestissimi — and  forced  him 
eloquence  was  more  convincing,  into  exile,  but  finally  had  at- 
When  they  had  confused  them-  tempted  to  kill  him.  "But  yet  he 
selves  witn  arguments  for  and  had  not  been  without  good  fortune, 
against,  the  Doge,  whose  views  in  that  he  was  preserved  from  this 
were  warlike,  called  for  Carmag-  peril  ;  and,  though  he  had  lost  the 
nola,  who  had  .been  waiting  in  un-  country,  in  which  he  had  left  wife 
accustomed  inaction  to  know  what  and  children  and  much  wealth, 
was  to  happen  to  him.  All  his  yet  had  he  found  another  country 
wrongs  haa  been  revived  by  an  where  was  justice,  bounty,  and 
attempt  made  to  poison  him  in  bis  every  virtue — where  every  man 
retreat  at  Treviso  by  a  Milanese  got  his  due,  and  place  and  dignity 
exile  who  was  sheltered  there,  and  were  not  given  to  villains  !  After 
who  hoped  by  this  good  deed  to  this  outburst  of  personal  feeling, 
conciliate  Philip  and  purchase  his  Carmagnola  entered  fuUy  into 
recall — a  man  who,  like  Carmag-  the  weightier  parts  of  the  mat- 
nola,  had  married  a  Vtsconti,  and  ter,  giving  the  eager  senators  to 
perhaps  had  some  private  family  understand  that  Philip  was  not 
hatred  to  quicken  his  patriotic  so  strong  as  he  seemed  ;  that  his 
2eal.  The  attempt  had  been  un-  money  was  exhausted,  his  citizens 
successful,  andthe  would-be  assassin  impoverished,  his  soldiers  in  ar- 
fa  ad  paid  for  it  by  his  life.  But  the  rears:  that  he  himself,  Carmag- 
result  had  been  to  light  into  wilder  nola,  had  been  the  real  cause  of 
flame  than  ever  the  fire  of  wrong  most  of  his  triumphs ;  and  that 
in  the  fierce  heart  of  the  great  with  his  guidance  and  knowledge 
captain,  whose  loV^  had  been  turn-  the  Florentines  themselves  were 
ed  into  hatred  by  the  ingratitude  stronger  than  Philip,  the  Yene- 
of  his  former  mststers  and  friends,  tians  much  stronger.  He  ended 
He  appeared  before  the  wavering  by  declaring  himself  and  all  his 
statesmen,  who,  between  their  powers  at  their  service,  and  prom- 
ducats  and  their  danger,  could  not  ising  not  only  to  ^' smash"  I'hilip, 
come  to  any  decision,  flaming  with  but  to  increase  the  territory  of  tne 
wrath  and  energy.  **  Being  of  a  Venetians.  Greater  commanders 
haughty  nature,  una  natwra  adeg^  they  might  have,  and  names  more 
nosOy  he  spoke  bitteriyagainstPhiiip  honoured,  but  none  of  better  faith 
and  his  ingratitude  and  perfidy,"  towards  Venice,  or  of  greater  hatred 
describing  in  hot  words  his  own  •towards  the  enemy, 
struggles  and  combats,  the  cities  Carmagnola's  speech  is  not  given 
he    had    brought    under    Philip's  in  the  firstperson  like  the  others. 
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His   tragic  history  was  over,  and  times,   and  which  has  also  been  re- 

the  enthusiasm  with  which  he  was  corded  for  us  by  our  predecessors,  i& 

first  received  had  become  a  thing  ?ow  set  before  us  in  an  example  not 

♦^iv^  i;«kfUr  ^«T^u  ««^«  ^\^^^  ^k^  less  useful  than  clear  m  the  misfor- 

tobe  lightly  dwelt  upon  when  the  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Florentines,  who,  when 

historian  wrote  ;  but  it  is  easy  to  ^^ey  saw  the  power  of  Philip  increas- 
see  the  furious  and  strong  personal  i^g^  might  many  times  have  restrained 
feeling  of  the  man,  injured  and  it,  and  had  many  occasions  of  so  do- 
longing  for  revenge,  the  heart  t(5rn  ing,  but  would  not,  in  order  to  avoid 
with  the  serpent's  tooth  of  ingrati-  the  great  expense.  But  now  it  has 
tude,  the  bitterness  of  love  turned  come  to  pass  that  the  money  which 
into  hate.  So  strong  was  the  im-  ^^^  a^uired  m  peace  and  repose 
^  .  ,  ,  .,^  u  -^  ji  niust  be  spent  uselessly;  and  what 
ptession  made  by  these  hoarse  and  ^   ^^^  ^^   lament^,    they   can 

thrilling  accents   of   reality,   that  neither  attain  peace  save  at  the  cost 

the  doubters  were  moved  to  cer-  of  their  freedom,  nor  put  an  end  to 

tainty,  and  almost  all  pronounced  their  expenditure.    I  say,  then,   that 

for  tne  war.     At  the  risk  of  over-  such  dangers  ought  to  be  considered, 

prolonging  this  report  of  the  Vene-  and  being  considered,  ought  to  be  pro- 

tian    cabinet   council  and  its  pro-  ^^^  ?^^   ^y    ^"^^l^.   *?^  ^^^'^J- 

ceedin^,  we  are  tempted  to  Jote  Jo^f-J.^  -^P?^^  -  ^^  ^^-^ 

a   portion   of   the   speech    of   the  ^he  sea  being    quiet    and  the  wind 

Doge — such  a  speech  as  might  have  favourable,  ceases  to  steer  the  ship,  or 

been  addressed  with  much  ad  van-  gives  himself  up  to  sleep  and  repose 

tage   to   imperial   councils   nearer  without  thinking  of  the  dangers  that 

home.     The  Doge  was  Francesco  may  arise,  without  keeping  in  order 

Foscari,    afterwards    more     sadly  the  sails,  the  masts,  the  cordage,  or 

^r^r^r^T^  \r.   ^or*ir»    K«*    4^\^^r>  Ti^wirr  takiug  luto  cousideration  thc  sudden 

known   to   fame    but  then  newly  ^^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^  ^^. 

elected  and  m  the  full  fervour  of  ^^e  season  of  the  year,  by  what  wind 

popularity— a     prince,    says     the  and  in  what  part  of  the  sea  lies  hJB 

chronicler,  <<  beside  his  admirable  course,  what  depth  of  water  and  what 

wisdom  in  great  and  worthy   un-  rocks  she  may  encounter?  If  these  pre- 

dertakings,  of  great  courage,  pron-  cautions  are  Tiegleoted,  and  he  is  as- 

tUsimOy  and  the  natural  enemy  of  ^^^  ^^  sudden  misfortune,  does  he 

all    tyrants."      The     insight,   not  not  dewrve  to  low  his  ship,  a^^ 

«r;4V,^«*    o    ♦^«r.v.    r.f    \.,.^^^^    ^f  1^  cverythiug  ?    A  similar  misforttme 

without   a  touch    of    humour,   of  has  happened  to  the  Florentines,  as  it 

the  opening  of  this  address  is  very  ^ju  happen  to  others  who  do  not  take 

worthy  of  remark.  precautions  against  dangers  to  the  re- 

pubhc,   and  while  they  can,  do  not 

'•'  **  There  are  two  things  in  a  repub-  provide  a  rapid  remedy.    The  Floren- 

lic,  noble  fathers,  which  by  name  and  tines  (not  to  have  recourse  to  another 

effect  are  sweet  and  gentle,  but  which  example)    might  have  repressed  and 

are  often  the  occasion  of  much  trouble  overcome  the  power  of  Philip  when  it 

to  the  great  and  noble  city— these  are  was  growing,  if  they  had  taken  the 

peace  and  economy.    For  there  are  trouble    to  use  these    opportunities, 

dangers  both  distant  and  under  our  But  by  negligence,  or  rather  by  avar- 

eyes,  which  either  we  do  not  see,  or  ice,  [they  refrained    from    doing  so. 

seeing  them,  being  too  much  devoted  And  now  it  has   come   about   that, 

to  saving  monev,  or  to  peace,  esteem  beaten  in  war,  with  the  loss  of  their 

them  little,  so  that  almost  always  we  forces,  they  are  in  danger  of  losing 

are  drawn  into  very  evident  peril  be-  their  Uber^.    And  to  make  it  worse, 

fore  we  will  consider  the  appalling  they  are  condemned  everywhere,  and 

name  of  war,   or  come  to  manifest^  instead  of  being  called  industrious  ar 

harm  to  avoid  the  odious  name  of*  called  vile,  and  held  in  good  reput 

expense.     This  fact,  by  which  much  by  none  :  instead  of  prudent  are  ealled 

harm  and  ruin  has  been  done  in  our  fools ;  and  instead  of  getting  credit 
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for  their  wariness  are  esteemed  to  be  follow  Carmagnolay  who  had  once 

without    inteU^noe.      These    evils,  already  conquered   the  town  for 

therefore,  ought  to  be  provided  against  PhiHn  who  had  aIwavr  mAintAitiMl 

when  far  off,  which  when  n^  can  fT  .  P'  ^^^  ftaa  always  mamumea 

cause  such  serious  evil."  ^^®*^  ^T^  ^P  Milan,  and  whose 

wrongs  had  thus  doubly  attracted 

Words  so  plain  and  honest,  and  their  sjrmpathy.  He  had,  besides, 
which  are  so  germane  to  the  mat-  something  to  offer  them,  which  was 
ter,  come  to  us  strangely  from  more  attractive  than  ordinary  ad- 
under  the  gilded  roofs  of  the  ducal  vantages — the  liberties  and  citizen- 
palace,  and  from  the  midst  of  the  ship  of  Venice,  with  a  share  in 
romance  and  glory  of  the  medieval  her  honours,  and  the  protection 
Venice.  But  Venice  was  the  of  her  great  name.  The  city  was 
nation  of  shopkeepers  in  those  asleep,  and  all  was  still,  when, 
days  which  England  is  said  to  be  with  the  aid  from  within  of  two 
now,  and  was  subject  to  many  of  hTOtheT^^httominidianimo  grandly 
the  same  dangers  which  menace  the  wall  was  breached,  and  Car- 
ourselves — though  wrath  was  more  magnola  got  possession  of  Brescia, 
prompt,  and  the  balance  of  well-  ^^  It  was  about  midnight,  in  the 
being  swaved  more  swiftly,  both  month  of  March,  on  the  last  day  of 
towards  downfall  and  recovery.  Lent,  which  is  sacred  to  St  Bene- 
than  is  possible  in  our  larger  con-  diet,"  when  the  Venetian  troops 
•cems.  marched  into  the  apparently  un- 

'*  The  energetic  speech  and  great  suspecting  town.      The   scene  is 

influence  of  the  Doge,  which  was  picturesque  in  the  highest  degree. 

freater  than   that  of   any  prince  They  marched    into   the  Piazza, 

efore  him,"  says  the  chronicler  the  centre  of  all  city  life,  in  the 

.  (alas  !  thoiigh  this  was  that  same  ohill  and  darkness  of  the  spring 

Francesco  Foscari  who  had  to  con-  night,  and  there,  with  sudden  blare 

demn  his   own   son,  and   died  in  of  trumpets  and  illumination   of 

downfall  and  misery,  deposed  from  torches,  proclaimed  the  sovereignty 

his  hi|2:h  place),  settled  the  matter,  of  Venice.      It  is  easy  to  imagine 

The   feague   was  made  with    the  the  sudden  panic,  the  frightened 

Florentines,  war  declared  against  faces  at  the  windows,  the  glare  of 

the  Duke  of  Milan,  and  Carmag-  the  wild  light  that  lit  up  the  pal- 

nola  appointed    general   of   their  ace  fronts  and  showed  the  dark 

forces.     The  Senate  sent  meesen-  mass  of  the  great  cathedral  rising 

gers,  we  are  told,  through  all  Italy  bleak  and  silent  behind,  while  the 

Co  seek  recruits,  but  in  the  mean-  horses  pawed  the  ringing  stones  of 

time  set  in  movement  those  who  thepavementand  the  armour  shone, 

were  ready  ;   while   Carmagnola,  But  the  historian  eoes  on  to  say  : 

like  a  valorous  captain,  beean  to  ^*  Though  at  first  dismayed  by  the 

•contrive  how  he  could   begin  the  clane  of  the  trumpets  and  arms,'* 

war  with   some   great   deed.      It  the  inhabitants,  *^  as  soon  as  they 

does   not   quite   accord   with  our  perceived  that  it  was  Carmagnola, 

ideas  that    the   first   great    deed  remained   quiet    in  their  houses, 

which   he   planned  was  to  secure  except  those  who  rushed  forth  to 

the  assassination  of  the  Governor  welcome  the  besiegers,  or  who  had 

of  Brescia  and  betrayal   of  that  private  relations  with  the  generaj. 

city,  which  is  the  account  given  No  movement  was  made  from  the 

by  Sabellico  ;  but  Bigli  relates  the.  many  fortified  places  in  the  city.'' 

matter  more  fully,  explaining  that  The  transfer  from  one  suzerain  to 

^many  in  the  city  were  inclined  to  another  was  a  matter  of  common 
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occarrence,  which  perhaps  accounts  Gronzaga,  to  keep  the  city,  he  him- 

for  the  ease  and  coniposure  with  self   bestowed    all   his   care    and 

which  it  was  accomplished.     This,  thouffht  upon  the  reduction  of  the 

however,  was  but  a  part,  of  what  fortifications.      The  means  he  em- 

had  to  be  done.  The  citadel,  which  ployed  are  a  little  difficult  to  f  ol- 

was  high  above  on  the  crown  of  low,   at    least    for  a  lay  reader, 

the  hill  which  overlooks  the  city.  He  seems  to  have  surrounded  the 

was  entirely  uninfluenced  by  this  castle  with   an    elaborate  double 

sudden  change  of  hands.     Perhaps  work  of   trenches  and  palisades,. 

the  Venetian  trumpets  and  clans  with  wooden  towers  at  intervals  ; 

of  the  soldiery  scarcely  reached  and  by  the  blockade  in  the  first 

the  airy  ramparts  above,  or  passed  place,  and  assault  in  the  second, 

for  some  sudden  broil,  some  en-  reduced  the  citadel — a  great  feat  of 

counter  of  enemies  in  the  streets,  arms,  to  which  not  his  genius  alone, 

such  as  were  of  nightly  occurrence,  but  also,  as  happens  so  constantly,. 

The  town  was  large,  and  rich,  and  the  errors  ana   weaknesses  of  hia 

populous  upon   the  slopes  under-  adversaries  much  assisted.     While 

neath,  surrounded  with  great  walls  the  siege  thus  went  on  there  were 

descending  to    the  plains  —  walls  marchings  and  countermarchings  of 

"  thicker  than   they   were  high,"  the  army,  and  many  efforts  made 

with  fortifications  at  every  sate  ;  to    draw   Carmagnola's  attention 

and  was  divided  into  the  old  and  from  his    undertaking.      In    the 

new  city,  the  first  of  these  onlv  middle  of  it  he  fell  ill— ^  too  much 

being  in  Carmagnola's  hands.      It  watching  and  fatigue  of  body  hav- 

seemsadoubtfuTadvantagetohave  ing  weakened  his  nerves,"  so  that 

thus  penetrated  into  the  streets  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  to  the 

of  a  town  while  its  surrounding  baths  of    Abano    to    recruit    hia. 

fortifications  and  the  citadel  above  strength.    But  finally  his  **  noble 

were  still  in  other  hands  ;  but  the  deed''  was  accomplished,  and  the 

warfare  of  those  times  had  other  citadel  and  works  of  Brescia,  along 

laws  than  those  with  which  we  are  with  all  the  strength  of  the  city,, 

acquainted.    The  little  use  of  the  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Vene- 

fortifications  is  devoutly  explained  tians,  a  great  prize   worthy   the 

by  Bigli  as  a  proof  that  God  was  trouble  and  time  which  bad  been 

against  them — '^because  thev  were  spent  upon  it — seven  months  after 

erected  with  almost  unbearable  ex-  tne  first  night  attack,  which  was^ 

pense  and  toil,"  ^'  the  very  blood  of  so  easy. 

the  Brescians  constrained  by  their  This  grave  achievement  accom- 
former  conqueror  to  accomplish  plished,  Carmagnola  secured  with 
this  work,  which  was  marvellous,  little  trouble  the  Brescian  territorv,. 
no  man  at  that  time  having  seen  most  of  the  villages  and  castles  m 
the  like."  The  Brescians  them-  the  neighbourhood,  as  far  as  the 
selves,  he  teUs  us,  were  always  Lago  di  Garda,  giving  themselves 
eager  for  change,  and  on  the  out-  up  to  the  conqueror  without  wait- 
look  for  every  kind  of  novelty,  so  ing  for  any  assault  of  arm^.  The 
that  there  was  nothing  remarkable  tide  of  ill  fortune  seems  to  have 
in  their  quiet  aceeptance  of,  and  been  too  much  for  Philip,  and  by 
even  satisfaction  in,  the  new  sway,  the  good  offices  of  the  Pope's  legate 
The  ^' noble  deed,"  however,  was  a  temporary  peace  was  made— at 
still  almost  all  to  do  by  which  Car-  the  cost,  to  tne  Duke,  of  Brescia,, 
magnola  meant  to  begin  the  war.  with  all  its  territory,  the  Valle 
Leaving  his  namesake,  Francesco  Camonica,   and   all  that  part  of 
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the   Cremonese  possessions  which  the  prisoners  who  were  taken  by 

lay  on  the  other  Dank  of  the  Oglio,  the  victors   were   released   imme- 

a  district    forty    miles   in  extent,  diately,  "  according  to  the  usage 

Philip,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  of  war,"  in  order  that  they  might 

furious  with  his  losses, — now  accus-  live  to  fight  another  day^  and  so 

ing  the  faith  of    the  Florentines,  prolong  and  extend  the  profitable 

who  had  begun  the  war  ;   now  the  and  not  too  laborious   occupation 

avarice  of  the  Venetians,  who  were  of  soldiering.  This  wonde'rf ul  fact 

not   content    with    having    taken  seems  to  have  been  first  discovered 

Brescia,  but  would  have  Cremona  bv  the   Venetian    Proveditori,  or 

too.     The  well-meant  exertions  of  civil  commissioners,   who   accom- 

the  legate,    however,  were  of  so  panied  Carmagnola, — disagreeable 

little   effect,  that    before  his  own  spectators,  sucn  as   every  general 

departure  he  saw  the  magistrates  dislikes, — whom  the  custom  filled 

sent  by  the  Venetians  to  take  pos-  with    consternation.     Such,    how- 

session   of  their  new  property  on  0ver,  was  the  rule  of  these  endless 

the  Cremona  side  driven  out  with  combats.  The  men-at-arms  in  their 

insults,  and  Philip  ready  to  take  complete   mail  were  very   nearly 

arms   again.      The  cause   of  this  invulnerable.     They  might  roll  off 

new  courage  was   to  be  found  in  their  horses  and  be  stifled  in  their 

the  action  of  the  people  of  Milan,  own    helmets,  or  at    close  quar- 

who,  stung   in   their  pride  by  the  ters  an.  indiscreet  axe  might  hew 

national  downfall,  drew  their  purse-  through  the  steel,  or  an  arrow  find 

strings,  and  came  to  their  prmce's  a  crevice  in  the  armour  ;  but  -such 

aid,  offering  both  men  and  money  accidents  were  quite  unusual,  and 

on  condition  that  Philip  would  ^ve  the  bloody   battle  was   a  sort    of 

up  to  them  the  dues  of  the  city,  game   which    one  general  played 

so  that  they  might  reimburse  them-  against  another,  in   ever  renewed 

selves.     Thus  the  war3r  and  subtle  and  changing  combinations.    The 

Italian  burghers  combined  daring  siege  of  JBrescia,  in  the  midst  of 

with  prudence,  and  secured  a  great  all  these  factitious  struggles,  was 

municipal  advantage,  while  under-  a  real  and  soldierly  perK)rmance  ; 

taking  a  patriotic  duty.  and  even  the  ordinary  battle  was 

It  would  be  hopeless  to  follow  in  its  way  real   enough,   with   no 

the  course  of  this  long-continued,  sham  intention,  though  the  danger 

often-interrupted  war.      On  either  attending  it  was  small.     But  war 

side  there  was  a  crowd  of  captains  was  altogether  a  different  matter 

— many   Italians,    men     of     high  from  anything  in  modem  days,  per- 

birth  and  great  possessions,  others  petuating  itself  by  well-understood 

sprung  from  the  people  like  Car-  means,  no  mutual  feud  being  severe 

magnola  (a  certain  Jonn  the  Eng-  enough  to  overmaster  the  evident 

lishman  with  a  hundred  followers  necessity  under  which  each  party 

swells  his  own  train),  all  making  a  lay  of  leaving  the  other  partv  in 

trade  of  war  in  a  manner  of  whioh  freedom  to  continue  the  warfare, 

we  can  form  little  conception.    The  The  danger  that  the  different  bands 

great  battles  which  bulk  so  largely  would   quarrel  among  themselves, 

in  writing,  the  names  and  number  and  divided  counsels  prevail,  was 

of  which  confuse  the  reader  who  perhaps  greater  than  any  other  in 

attempts  to  follow   the   entangle-  the  composition   of   these  armies, 

ments  of  alliances  and  treacheries  In  Philip's  host,  when  the  second 

which  fill   the  chronicle,  were  in  campaign  began,  this  evil  wsts  ap- 

most  cases  almost  bloodless,  and  parent.     Half-a-dozen   captains  of 
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more   or    less    equal   pretenBions  war,  or  this   road   leads  us  head* 

claimed   .the    commana,   and  the  long  to  destruction  ;   but  that  no 

wranglingH  of  the  counsel  of  war  one  may  say  I  shrink  from  danger, 

were  not  less  than  those  of  a  vil-  I  put  my  foot  first  into  the  snare.** 

lage  municipality.     On  the  other  So  saying,  he  led  the  way  into  the 

hand,    Carmagnola,    in   his  rustic  marsh,  but  with  every  precaution, 

haughtiness,  conscious  of  being  the  pointing  out  to  his  men  the  traps 

better  yet  the  inferior  of  all  round  laid   for  them,    and    having  *  the 

him,   his   animo  adegnoso    stoutly  good  fortune  to  hit  upon  one  of  the 

contemptuous  of  all  lesser  claims,  solid  lines  of  path,  escaped   with 

kept  perfect  harmony  in  his  camp,  his  son  and  a  few  of  his  immediate 

though  the  names  of  Gonzaga  and  followers.      Piccinino,  another  of 

Sforza  are    to    be   found   among  the  leaders,  directed    his   men  to 

his  officers.      Even   the  Venetian  turn   their    pikes    against    either 

commissioners  yielded  to  his  influ.  friend  or  foe  who  stopped  the  way, 

ence,  Bigli  says,  with  awe — though  and  managed  to  cut  his  way  out 

he  hid  his  iron  hand  in  no  glove,  with  a  few  of  his  men  ;  but  the 

but  ruled  his  army  with  the  arro-  bulk  of  the   army   fell   headlong 

gance  which  had  been  his  charac-  into  the  snare  ;  the  general  Mala- 

toristic  from  his  youth  up.  testa  was   taken   almost    immedi- 

The  great  battle  of  Maclodio  or  ately,  and  the  floundering  troops 

Macalo  was  the  chief  feature  in  Car-  surrounded   and    taken    prisoners 

magnola's  second  campaign.    This  in  battalions. 

place  was  surrounded  by  marshes,  Sabellico   talks  of  much  blood- 

the  paths   across   which  were  tor-  shed,  but  it  would  seem  to  have 

tuous  and   difficult    to  And,   cov-  been  the  innocent  blood  of  horses 

ered  with  treacherous  herbage  and  that  alone  was  shed  in  this  great 

tufts  of  wood.     Carmagnola's  pur-  battle. 

pose  was  to  draw  the  Milanese  ..^^^^  ^^.^  t^ioxx^u^  horsemen, 
army  after  him,  and  bnng  on  a  and  a  similar  number  of  foot-soldiera, 
battle  if  possible  on  this  impossible  were  taken— there  was  no  slaughter.*' 
ground,  which  his  own  army  had  says  Bigli ;  **  the  troops  thus  hemmed 
thoroughly  explored  and  under-  in,  rather  than  be  slain,  yielded  them- 
stood.  Almost  against  hope  his  selves  prisoners.  Those  who  were 
opponents  fell  into  the  snare,  not-  there  affirm  that  they  heard  of  no  one 
H^rhstanding  the  opposition  of  the  SlhW^lTaSa"^.  %hSS 
older  and  more  experienced  cap-  ^rmy  was  so  completely  equipped  in 
tains,  who  divined  their  old  com-  armour,  that  no  small  blow  was  needed 
rade's  strategy.  Unfortunateljr,  to  injure  them  ;  nor  is  there  any  man 
however,  for  the  Milanese,  Philip  who  can  record  what  could  be  called 
had  put  a  young  Malatesta,  in-  a  slaughter  of  armed  men  in  Italy, 
competent  and  headstrong,  whose  t^^?.?^  the  daughter  of  horses  was  in- 
chief  recommendation  was  his  no-  ^^ediWe  This  disaster  was  great  and 
ble  blood  at  the  head  of  the  old  TuK^^tS^efte  c^ue^^^ 
officers,  by  way  of  putting  a  stop  gutted  it,  havmg  compassion  on  the 
to  their  rivalries.  When  the  new  perilous  position  of  so  great  a  Duke ; 
general  decided  upon  attacking  so  that  you  could  hear  mnrmmcingi 
the  Venetians,  his  better  instructed  throughout  the  camp  of  the  Venetians 
subordinates  protested  earnestly,  against  their  own  victory." 
"  We  overthrow  Philip  to-day,"  Were  it  not  that  the  bloodlees 
cried  Torelli,  one  of  the  chiefs  ;  character  of  the  combat  involves  a 
'*  for   either  I   know    nothing  of  certain  ridicule,  what  a  good  thing 
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it  would  be,  could  we  in  our  advan-  but  that  about  four  hundred  still 
<)ed  civilisation  carry  on  our  warfare  remained  in  the  camp— their  cap- 
in  this  innocent  way,  and  take  each  tors  probably  hoping  for  ran- 
other  prisoners  with  polite  regret,  som.  '^  Since  their  comrades  have 
only  to  let  each  other  go  to-morrow!  had  so  much  eood  f  ortune,**  said 
Such  a  process  would  rob  war  of  all  Carmagnola,  ^^j  ^^^  kindness  of 
fears  ;  and  if  in  certain  eventual-  my  men,  I  desire  that  the  others 
ities*  it  were  understood  that  one  should  be  released  by  mine,  ac- 
party  must  accept  defeat,  how  cording  to  the  custom  of  war." 
delightful  to  secure  all  the  pomp  Thus  the  haughty  general  proved 
and  circumstance  of  glorious  war  how  much  regard  he  paid  to  the 
at  so  estsy  a  cost !  There  is  indeed  remonstrances  of  his  civilian  mas- 
a  ^reat  aeal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  ters.  *'  From  this,"  says  Sabellieo, 
this  way  of  fighting.  ^*  there  arose  great  suspicion  in  the 
This  ^reat  success  was,  however,  minds  of  the  Venetians.  And 
the  beginning  of  Carmagnola's  evil  there  are  many  who  believe  that 
fortune.  It  is  said  that  he  might,  it  was  the  chief  occasion  of  his 
had  he  followed  up  his  victory,  death."  But  no  hint  was  given  of 
have  pushed  on  to  the  walls  of  these  suspicions  at  the  time  ;  and 
Milan  and  driven  Philip  from  as  Carmagnola's  bloodless  victory 
his  duchy.  But  no  doubt  this  deeply  impressed  the  surrounding 
wouid  have  been  against  the  thrifty  countries,  brought  all  the  smaller 
practices  of  the  condottieriy  ana  fortresses  and  castles  to  submission, 
the  usages  of  war.  He  returned  and  working  with  other  misfor- 
to  his  headquarters  after  the  fight  tunes,  brought  Philip  again  with 
without  any  pursuit,  and  all  the  the  ever-convenient  legate  \o  ask 
prisoners  were  set  free.  This  for  peace,  the  general  returned 
curious  custom  would  seem  'to  with  glory  to  Venice,  and  was  re- 
have  been  unknown  to  the  Ven-  ceived  apparently  with  honour  and 
etian  commissioners,  and  struck  delieht.  But  the  little  rift  within 
them  with  ststonishment.  In  the  the  lute  was  never  slow  of  appear- 
moming,  after  the  din  and  com-  ing,  and  the  jealous  Signoria  feted 
motion  of  the  battle  was  over,  they  many  a  man  whom  they  suspected, 
came  open-mouthed  to  the  general's  and  for  whom,  under  their  smiles 
tent  with  their  complaint.  The  and  plaudits,  they  were  already 
prisoners  had  in  great  part  been  dis-  concoctine  trouble.  The  curious 
charged.  Was  Carmagnola  aware  "  usage  of  war,"  thus  discovered 
of  it  ?  "  What  then,"  cried  those  by  the  Venetian  envoys,  is  frankly 
lay  critics,  with  much  reason,  accounted  for  by  a  historian,  who 
^' was  the  use  of  war?  When  all  had  himself  been  in  his  day  a  cofu;^^- 
that  was  done  was  to  prolong  it  tierOy  as  arising  from  the  fear  the 
endlessly — the  fighting  men  escap-  soldiers  had,  if  the  war  finished 
ing  without  a  wound,  the  prisoners  quickly,  that  the  people  might  cry, 
going  back  to  their  old  quarters  in  **  Soldiers,  to  the  spade  !" 
peace  ?"  Carmagnola,  ever  proud,  A  curious  evidence  of  how  human 
would  seem  to  have  made  them  no  expedients  are  lost  and  come  round 
reply  ;  but  when  they  were  gone  he  into  use  again  by  means  of  that 
sent  to  inquire  what  had  been  done  whirligig  of  time  which  makes  so 
with  the  prisoners,  as  if  this  un-  many  revolutions,  is  to  be  found 
important  detail  was  unknown  to  in  Carmagnola's  invention  for  the 
him.  He  was  answered  that  almost  defence  of  his  camp,  of  a  double 
all  had  been  set  free  on  the  spot,  line  of  the  country  carts  which 
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carried  his  provisions,  arranged  in  means  of  action  than  speeches  in  the 

line — with  three  archers,  one  au-  Senate,  or  even  the  aiscussions  of 

thority   says,   to   each.     Notwith-  the  Consiglio  Masgiore,  might  well 

standing  what  seems  the  very  easy  chafe  at  bo  much  loss  of  time  :  and 

nature  of  his   victories,   and    the  it  was  the  fate  of  a  eeneral  of  mer- 

large  use  of  treachery,  it  is  evident  cenaries,  who  had  little  personal 

that  his  military  c;eniu8  impressed  motive  beyond  his  pay,  and  what 

the  imagination  of  his  time  above  he  could  ^ain  by  his  services,  to  be 

that  of  any   of    his  competitors,  distrusted  by  his  masters. 

He  alone,  harsh  and  haughty  as  he  The  occasion  of  the  third  war  is 

was,  kept  his  forces  in  unity.     His  sufficiently  difficult  to  discover.  A 

greatness  silenced  the  feudal  lords,  Venetian  cardinal — Gabriele  Con- 

who  could  hot  venture  to  combat  dulmero — had    been  made    Pope, 

it,  and  he  had  the  art  of  command,  and  had  published  a  bull,  admon- 

which  is  a  special  gift.  ishing  both   lords   and  people  to 

The  peace  lasted  for  the  long  keep  the    peace,   as  he  intended 

period  of  three  years,  during  which  himself  to  inquire  into  every  ris- 

time  Carmagnola   lived  in  great  ing,   and   regulate  the  affairs   of 

state  and  honour  in  Venice,  in  a  Italv.     This  declaration    alarmed 

Ealace  near  San  Eustachio  which  Philip  of  Milan,  to  whom  it  seemed 
ad  been  bestowed  upon  him  by  inevitable  that  a  Venetian  Pop^ 
the  State.  should  be  his  enemy  ;  and  thus 
His  wife  and  children  had  in  the  with  no  doubt  a  thousand  second- 
former  interval  of  peace  been  ary  considerations  on  all  hands, 
restored  to  him,  and  all  seemed  to  the  peninsula  was  once  more  set 
go  at  his  will.  A  modem  biog-  on  fire.  The  beginning  of  the  war 
rapher  (Lomonaco^,  who  does  not  was  not  favourable  to  the  Vene- 
cite  any  authorities,  informs  us  tian  arms,  Carmagnola  having  been 
that  Carmagnola  was  never  at  home  led  by  an  imitation  of  his  own 
in  his  adopted  city — that  he  felt  tactics  to  defeat  and  loss  before 
suspicions  and  unfriendliness  in  the  stronghold  of  Soncino,  where 
the  air — and  that  the  keen  con-  he  is  said  to  have  lost  a  thousand 
sciousness  of  his  low  origin,  which  — horses.  The  Venetian  chroni> 
seems  to  have  set  a  sharp  note  in  cler  does  not  say  that  the  prison- 
his  character,  was  here,  and  more  ers  on  his  own  side  were  imme- 
than  ever,  felt.  ''  He  specially  diately  liberated,  as  had  been  done 
abhorred  the  literary  coteries,''  on  the  other,  but  we  must  sup* 
says  this  doubtful  authority,  '^  call-  pose  that  the  custom  of  war  held 
in^  them  vain  as  women,  punc-  with  both  parties.  The  check, 
tibous  as  boys,  lying  land  feigning  however,  was  soon  forgotten  in 
like  slaves,''  which  things  have  the  real  and  great  disaster  which 
been  heard  before,  and  are  not  followed.  The  Venetians  had  fit> 
worthputting  into  the  fierce  lips  of  ted  out  not  only  the  land  army, 
the  Fiedmontese  soldier,  whose  but,  what  ought  to  have  been  more 
roush  accent  of  the  north  was  pro-  in  consonance  with  their  habita 
bably  laughed  at  by  the  elegant  and  character,  an  expedition  by 
Venetians,  and  to  whom  their  con-  sea  under  the  Admiral  Trevisano, 
stant  pursuit  of  novelty,  their  men-  whose  ships,  besides  their  crews,. 
tal  activity,  politics,  and  commo-  are  said  to  have  carried  10,000 
tions  of  town  life,  were  very  likely  fighting  men,  for  the  capture  of 
nauseous  and  unprofitable.  He  who  Cremona, 
was  conversant  with  more  primitive  The  fleet  went  up  the  Po  to  act 
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in  oonoert  with  Carmagnola  in  his  wild  ooncusaion  against  the  haplesa 
operations  against  that  city.  How  Venetians,  die  annonr  of  the  corn- 
it  could  be  possible  to  manosavre  bvtants  ffleaming,  the  trumpets 
shipsofwar^as  some  of  these  galleys  blaring,  the  roars  of  falling  masts^ 
are  expressly  called,  in  the  river,  and  cordage  adding  to  the  conf  a- 
it  would  be  vain  for  us  to  imagine,  sion,  out  of  which  stood  the  hi^b 
But  Philip  on  his  side  had  also  a  fleet  poops,  each  a  little  castle,  with  its 
in  the  Po,  though  inferior  to  the  crown  of  armed  men.  When 
Venetian,  under  the  command  of  a  things  became  desperate,  Trevi* 
Grenoese,  Orimaldi,  and  manned  in  sano,  the  admiral,  ffot  to  shore  in  a 
great  part  by  Genoese,  the  heredi-  little  boat,  and  fled,  carrying  with 
tary  opponents  and  rivals  ofVenice.  him  the  treasure  of  60,000  gold 
The  two  generals  On  land,  Sf orza  pieces,  which  was  one  of  the  gr^at 
and  Piccinino,  then  both  in  the  objects  of  die  attack.  But  this 
service  of  Philip— men  whose  in-  was  almost  all  that  was  saved  from 
gennity  and  resource  had  been  the  rout.  Bigli  says  that  seventy 
whetted  by  previous  defeats,  and  ships  were  taken,  of  which  twenty- 
who  had  thus  learned  Carmagnola's  ei^nt  were  ships  of  war;  but  m 
tactics — amused  and  occupied  him  this  he  is  probaoly  mistaken,  as  he 
by  threatening  his  camp,  which  had  Umself  described  the  fleet  as- 
was  as  yet  imperfectly  aefended,  one  of  thirty  ships.  ^'Theslaugh- 
piutosto  cUlogiamefUo  che  ripari :  ter,**  he  adds,  ^  was  greater  tun> 
but  in  the  ni^ht  stole  away,  and  any  that  was  ever  known  in  Italy, 
under  the  walk  of  Cremona  were  more  dian  2500  men  being  said  to- 
received  in  darkness  and  silence  have  perished,  in  witness  of  which 
into  Grimaldi^s  ships,  and  fluqg  the  Po  ran  red,  a  great  stream  or 
themselves  upon  the  Venetian  fleet.  Uood,  for  many  miles."  A  few 
These  vessels  beingsea-going ships,  riii|>s  escaped  by  flight,  and  many 
were  heavy  and  difficult  to  manage  fugitives,  no  doubt,  in  boats,  ana 
in  the  river — those  of  their  adver-  by  the  banks,  where  they  were  as- 
saries  being  apparently  of  lighter  sailed  by  the  peasants,  who,  taking 
build;  and  Onmaldi's  vessels  seem  advantage  of  their  opportunity,, 
to  have  had  the  advantage  of  the  and  with  many  a  wrong  to  revense, 
current,  which  carried  them  **  very  killed  a  large  number.  Such  a  ms- 
Bwiftly"  against  the  Venetians,  astrous  defeat  had  not  happened 
who,  m  the  doubtful  dawn,  were  to  Venice  for  many  a  day. 
astonished  by  the  sight  of  the  glit-  The  Venetian  historian  relates 
terii^  armour  and  banners  bearing  that  Carmagnola  received  the  warn- 
down  upon  them  with  all  the  im*  ins  and  appeal  of  the  admiral, 
petus  of  the  great  stream.  The  with  contempt — ^*  as  he  was  of  a 
Venetian  admiral  sent  off  a  mea-  wrathful  nature,  di  nahira  irch 
sage  to  warn  Carmagnola;  but  cando,  and  with  a  loud  voice  re- 
before  he  could  reach  the  river-  proved  the  error  of  the  Venetians,, 
bank,  the  two  fleets,  in  a  disat-  who,  despising  his  counsel,  refused 
trous  jumble,  had  drifted  out  of  the  support  to  the  army  on  land 
reach.  Carmagnola  stood  on  the  which  they  had  given  to  their 
shore,  hot  with  ineffectual  haste,  naval  expedition;  nor  did  he  be- 
spending  his  wrath  in  shouts  of  lieve  what  the  messengers  told 
encouragement  to  his  comrades,  him,  but  said  scornfully  that  the- 
and  in  cries  of  rage  and  dismay  as  adoiiral,  fearing  the  form  of  an 
he  saw  the  tide  of  fortune  drifting  armed  man,  hi^  dreamt  that  all 
on,  carrying  the  ships  of  Philip  in  the   enemy   in    their   boats  were 
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born  giants."  This  angry  speech,  to  the  neighbourhood,  but  could 
no  doubt,  added  to  the  Keen  dis-  not  tempt  tne  disgusted  general  to 
satisfaction  of  the  Venetians  in  more  than  a  languid  passage  of 
knowing  that  their  general  re-  arms.  An  attempt  to  take  Ore- 
mained  inactive  on  the  bank  while  mona  by  surprise  made  hj  one  of 
their  ships  were  thus  knocked  to  his  officers,  a  certain  Cavalcabo, 
pieces.  The  truth  probably  lies  seemed  as  if  it  might  have  been 
between  the  two  narratives,  as  so  crowned  with  success  had  the  gen- 
often  happens  ;  for  Carmagnola  eral  bestirred  himself  with  suf- 
might  easily  express  his  hot  im-  ficient  energy — "  if  Carmagnola 
patience  with  the  authorities  who  had  sent  more  troops  in  aid."  As 
had  refused  to  be  guided  by  his  it  was,  the  expedition,  being  un- 
^xperience,  and  with  the  ad-  supported,  had  to  retire.  "The 
miral  who  took  the  tirst  unex-  taking  of  the  city  being  thus  out 
pected  man  in  armour  for  a  giant,  of  thought,  he  sent  all  his  people 
when  the  messengers  rousea  him  into  winter  quarters  :  for  the 
with  their  note  of  alarm  in  the  great  rains  which  had  fallen  durine 
middle  of  the  night,  and  yet  have  the  autumn  made  the  year  a  bad 
set  himself  in  motion  at  once,  one  for  military  movements."  He 
though  only  to  see  the  drifting  lay  thus  sullen  and  disheartened  in 
of  the  grappled  ships  beyond  his  his  leaguer  even  when  spring  re- 
reach.  He  himself  took  the  defeat  stored  the  means  of  warfare,  even 
so  profoundly  to  heart,that  the  sen-  though  his  old  enemy  Piccinino 
ators  were  compelled  in  the  midst  of  was  up  and  stirring,  picking  up 
their  own  trouble  to  send  ambas-  here  and  there  a  castle  in  the 
sadors  to  soothe  him — "  to  mitigate  disturbed  precincts,  of  the  Cremo- 
his  frenzy,  that  they  might  not  fall  nese.  "The  marvel  grew,"  cries 
into  greater  evil,  ajid  to  keep  him  Sabellico,  "  that  Carmagnola  let 
at  his  post.".  It  is  evident,  we  these  people  approach  him,  and 
think,  that  the  whole  affair  had  never  moved." 
been  in  direct  opposition  to  his  The  Signoria,  in  the  meantime, 
advice,  and  that  instead  of  being  had  been  separately  and  silent- 
in  the  wrong,  he  felt  himself  able  ly  turning  over  many  thoughts 
to  take  a  very  high  position  with  in  their  mind  on  the  subject  of 
the  ill-advised  Signoria,  and  to  re-  this  general  who  was  not  as  the 
sent  the  loss  which  must  have  others,  who  would  not  be  corn- 
been  galling  to  him  beyond  mesis-  manded  nor  yet  dismissed,  too 
lire,  not  only  as  a  triumph  of  his  great  to  be  dispensed  with,  too 
immediate  rivals,  the  Milanese  cap-  troublesome  to  manage.  Ever 
tains,  but  as  the  cause  of  undoubt-  since  the  memorable  incidents  of 
«d  congratulation  and  satisfaction  the  battle  of  Maolodio,  doubts  of 
to  Philip,  his  personal  enemy.  The  his  good  faith  had  been  in  their 
Venetians  avenged  the  disaster  by  minds.  Why  did  he  liberate 
sending  a  fleet  at  once  to  Genoa,  Philip's  soldiers  if  he  really  wish- 
where,  coursing  alon^  the  lovely  ed  to  overthrow  Philip?  It  was 
line  of  the  eastern  Kiviera,  they  Philip  himself — so  the  commission  - 
caught  in  a  somewhat  similar  way  ers  had  said  in  heir  indignation — 
the  Genoese  fleet  and  annihilated  whom  he  had  set  free;  and  who 
it.  But  this  is  by  the  way.  could  tell  that  the  treachery  at 
Carmagnola  all  this  time  lay  like  Soncino  was  not  of  his  own  con- 
Achilles  sullen  in  his  tent.  Philip  triving,  or  that  he  had  not  stood 
himself  came  in  his  joy  and  triumph  aloof  of  set  purpose  while  the  ships 
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were  cat  in  pieces  ?  Besides,  was  it  suspicion  might  be  awakened  by  these- 
not  certain  tnat  many  a  Venetian  words^  he  immediately  tamed  the  con- 
had   been   made    to    stand    aside  vewation  to  other  sabjects.     Thiswaa 

while  this  northern  moanUineer,  ??^^y^^*"'?^i*^,^'^'^.^^J!S 

^i.:«  ^  A    Tx  ji        4.              4.  <uiy  question  or  death :  and  so  secret 

this  radePiedmontese,  went  swagw  ^^\^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  everything- 

gering  through  the  streets  holding  in  flnn  and  perpetaal  silence,  that  no 

the  noblest  at  arm's-length?      A  conjectare  or  saspicion  reached  Car- 

handred  hidden  vexations  came  ap  magnola.     And  woogh  many  of  the 

when  some  one  at  last  introduced  coder  of  the  senators  were  by  lona  in* 

his  name,  and  suddenly  the  senators  tiuiacy  his  friends,  and  many  of  tiiem 

with,  one  consent    burst  into  the  POor,  who  might  have  attained  great 

long-deferred  discussion  for  which  S^J^.^  ^^^^  S^etr^^^^ 

every  one  was  ready.  kept  it  faithfully." 

**  There  were  not  a  few,"  says  8a-  rni.  •  i-«  -  :x 
bellico, '' who  from  the  beginning,  had  There  is  something  gnm  and 
suspected  Carmagnola.  These  now  terrible  in  the  smiling  reply  of  the 
openly  in  the  Senate  declared  that  this  Doge  to  the  man  whose  life  was- 
suspicion  not  only  had  not  ceased  but  being  played  for  between  these 
increased  and  was  increasing  every  g^oret  fudges,  that  his  name  had 
day;  and  that  except  his  title  of  ^een  one  of  those  which  came 
commander,  they  knew  nothing  m  J7  ^  ^.  ",  .  .^^"*^ 
him  that  was  not  hostUe  to  the  Vene-  ottenest  uppermost  m  their  discus- 
tian  name.  The  others  would  not  aions.  With  what  eyes  must  the 
believe  this,  nor  consent  to  hold  him  splendid  Venetian  in  his  robes  of 
in  such  suspicion  until  some  manifest  state,  pale  with  the  night's  watch- 
signs  of  his  treachery  were  placed  be-  ing,  have  looked  at  the  soldier, 
fore  them.  The  Senate  aj^  wad  erect  and  cheerful,  con /ron^  motto- 
ffi^  i^th^r  suc^Y''^^  a«ej^ra,  who  came  across  the  creat 
U)  be  retained  in  the  public  servTce,  <^«^  ^  "^^^  ^™  i?.^^«  first  light 
or  whether,  if  convicted  of  treachery,  <>*  ^1»®  morning,  which  after  the 
he  ought  to  be  put  to  mortal  punish-  dimness  of  the  council-chamber  and 
ment.  This  dehberation,  which  lasted  its  dying  torches  would  dazzle  the 
a  very  long  time,  ought  to  demonstrate  watchers  eyes?  The  other  red- 
how  secret  were  the  proceedings  of  the  robed  figures,  dispersing  like  so 
Senate  when  the  aflfairs  of  the  country  xnany  ghosts  pale-eyed  before  the 
were  m  question,  and  how  profound  ;i._rjJ5i  ♦u«^^i««^I  «♦  ««^i>  r^^v.^^ 
the  good  faith  of   the  pubfic  coun-  day,  did  they  glance  at  each  other 

sellers.  For  when  the  Senate  was  ^^^  ^^^  ?\  baleful  meaning  aa 
called  together  for  this  object,  enter-  the  unsuspicious  general  passed 
ing  into  counsel  at  the  first  lighting  of  with  many  salutations  and  friendly 
torehes,  the  consultation  lasted  tifi  it  words  and  greetings — ^*  Shall  it  oe 
was  full  day.  Carmagnola  himself  good  even  or  good  morrow,  illus- 
was  in  Venice  for  some  tune  while  it  ^^ous  gentlemen,  who  watch  for 
^  ^""^hlf  'r^SScte  "to  ?he  D^"  Venice  while  the  rest  of  the  world 
hemetSimcomin/outof  the couna!-  sleeps?"  Would  there  be  grace 
chamber  to  the  paJace,  and  with  much  enough  among  the  secret  council- 
cheerfulness  asked  whether  he  ought  lors  to  hurry  their  steps  as  they 
to  bid  him  good  morning  or  good  passed  him,  or  was  there  a  secret 
evening,  seeing  he  had  not  slept  smce  enjoyment  in  Foscari's  doitble  en- 
supper  ?  To  whom  that  prince  replied  tendre— in  that  fatal  smile  with 
smihng,  that  among  the  many  senous  j^j^j^  ^^  ^^^  the  victim?  The 
matters  which  had  been  talked  of  m  \  r^  ^  v  u  i.«  — u«^-.w4 
that  long  discussion,  nothing  had  been  fiP*eat  Court  which  has  witnessed 
oftener  mentioned  than  his  (Carmag-  »o  much  has  rarely  seen  a  stranger 
nola's)  name.    But  in  order  that  no  scene. 
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It    was   some    time  after    this,  out  at  once,  taking  with  him  one 

after  the  long,  but,  in  the  belief  of  of  his  lieutenants  in  war,  Gonzaga, 

the  time,  justifiable    delay  of  the  the    lord    of    Mantua,    and    rode 

winter,    that    the    Senate   at   last  along  the  green  Lombard  plains  in 

came  to  a  decision  in    this    uues-  all   the  brilliancy  of  their  spring 

tion.     That  Carmagnola  still  ling-  verdure,     received     wherever     he 

ered  in  camp  doing  little  or  noth-  halted  with  honour  and  welcome, 

ing  added  a  sort  of  exasperation  When  he  reached  the  Brenta   he 

to  the  impatience  of  the  city,  and  took  boat ;  and  his  voyage  down 

gave  their  rulers    a    justification  the  slow-flowing  stream,  which  has 

for  what  they  were  aoout  to  do.  been  always  so  dear  to  the  Vene- 

The    Venetian    senators    had    no  tians,   was   like   a  royal  progress, 

thought   of   leaving   their  general  The  Brenta  was  not  then,  as   now, 

free   to   carry  over  to  Philip  the  a  long  line  of  villas,  in  which,  as 

help  of  his  great  name  in  case  of  in  Goldoni's  days,  there  was  per- 

another  war.     Carmagnola's  sword  petual  merrymaking.     But  yet  the 

thrown  suddenly  into  the  balance  noble  dwellers  on  the  banks,  ^^  ac- 

of  power  which  was  so  critical  in  cording  to  their  habit,"  Sabeilioo 

Italy,  might  have  swayed  it  in  al-  says,  received  him  as   he   passed, 

most  any  conceivable  direction —  con  moUofesta.     And  so  he  went 

and  this  was  a  risk  not  to  be  lightly  to  his  fate.     At  Mestre  he  was  met 

encountered.     Had  he  shaken  the  by  an  escort  of  eight    geatlemen 

dust  from  his  feet  at  Mestre,  and,  from  Venice — those,  no  doabty  to 

instead  of  embarking  upon  the  la-  whom  the  historian  refers  as  bound 

goon,  turned  his  horse  round  upon  to  him  by  lone  intimaoy,  who   yet 

the  beach,  and  galloped  off  as  he  never  breathed  to  him  a  word  of 

had  done  from  I'hilip's  castle  to  warning.       With    this    escort  lie 

some  other  camp— the  Florentines',  crossed  the  lagoon,  the  towers  and 

perhaps,  or  his  own  native  Duke  lofty  roofs  of  Venice  rising'  from 

Amadeo  of   Savoy — what  revolu-  out  the  rounded  line    of   sea,  hb 

tion  might  happen  ?    He  had  done  second  home,  the  country  of  which 

it  once,  but  the  magnificent  Sig-  he-  had  boasted,  where  every  man 

noria   were    determined    that    he  received  his  due. 

should  not  do  it  again.     Therefore  How  did  they  talk  with  him, 

the  blow  must  be  sharp  and  sud-  those    silken  citizens   who    knew 

den,  allowing  no  time  for  thought,  but  would  not  by  a  look  betray 

Thanks  to  that  force  of  secrecy  of  whither  they   were  leading  tbeir 

which  the  historian  brags,  Carmag-  noble   friend  ?     Would  they  tell 

nola  had  no  thought  of  any  harm  him  the  news  of  the  eity,  what  was 

intended  to  him.     He  thought  him-  thou^t  of  the  coming  peaoe,  what 

self  the  master  of  the  situation —  intrigues  were  afloat,  where  Tre- 

he  to  whom  only  a  year  before  the  visano,  the  unlucky  admind,  had 

rulers  of  Venice  had  sent  |a  depu-  gone  to  hide  his  head  in  his  banish- 

tation  to  soothe  and  caress  their  ment  ?  or  would  the  converaatioo 

general,  lest  he  should  throw  up  flow  on  the  last  great  public  Awm^ 

his   post.     Accordingly^   when  he  or  some  rare  conceit  m  verse,  or 

received  the  fatal  message  to  re-  the  fine  fleet    that  followed  the 

turn  to  Venice  in  order  to  give  his  Bucentauro  when  last  the  Serevett 

good   masters    advice  as    to    the  Prince   took    the    air    upon    the 

peace,  he  was  no  more  suspicious  lagoon  ?    But  Carmagnola  was  not 

than  Othello  in  the  same  circum-  lettered,   nor  a  courtier,  so  that 

stances  might  have  been.      He  set  such   subjects  would    have  little 
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charm  for  him.  When  the  boats  At  the  head  of  a  great  army  one 
swept  past  San  Stai,  would  not  a  day,  a  friendless  prisoner  the  next, 
waving  scarf  from  some  balcony  wdl  aware  that  the  light  of  day 
show  that  his  wife  and  yonng  would  never  clear  up  the  proceed- 
daughter  had  come  out  to  see  ings  against  him,or  common  justice, 
him  pass,  though  well  aware  that  such  as  awaits  a  poor  picker  and 
the  business  of  the  Signoria  stealer,  stand  between  him  and  the 
went  before  any  indulgence  at  judges  whose  sentence  was  a  fore- 
home  ?  Or  perhaps  he  came  not  ffone  conclusion.  Let  us  hope  that 
by  Canereggio  but  up  the  Giudecca,  diose  intimates  who  had  accom- 
with  the  wind  and  spray  from  the  panied  him  thus  far  slunk  away 
sea  blowing  in  his  face  as  he  ap-  m  confusion  and  shame  from  the 
preached  the  center  of  Venetian  look  of  the  captive.  So  much 
life.  He  was  led  by  his  courtier-  evil  as  Carmagnola  had  done  in 
attendants  to  the  palace  direct —  his  life — and  there  is  no  reason 
the  senators  having,  as  would  seem,  to  suppose,  and  not  a  word  to 
urgent  need  of  his  counsel.  Ashe  make  us  believe,  that  he  was  a 
•entered  the  fatal  doors,  those  com-  sanguinary  conqueror,  or  abused 
placent  friends,  to  save  him  any  the  position  he  held — must  have 
trouble,  turned  back  and  dismissed  been  well  atoned  by  that  first 
the  retainers,  without  whom  a  moment  of  enlightenment  and 
gentleman   never    stirred  abroad,  despair. 

informing  them  that  their  master       Durinff  the  thirty  days  that  fol- 

had  much  to.  say  to  the  Doge,  and  lowed,  little  light  is  thrown  upon 

might  be  long  detained.  Carmagnola's    dungeon.      He    is 

Here  romance    comes  in   with  swallowed  up  in  the  darkness,  ^^  ez- 

unnecessary    aggravations  of  the  amined    by    torture    before    the 

tragic  tale,  relating  how,  not  find-  Secret    Council,"    a    phrase    that 

ing  the  Do^e,  as  he  had  expected,  chills  one's  blood — until  they  have 

awaiting  him,  Carmagnola  turned  the  evidence  they  want,  and  full 

to  go  to  his  own   house,  but  was  confirmation  in  the  groans  of  the 

stopped  by  his  false  friends,  and  half-conscious  sufferer  of  all  ima- 

led,  on  pretence  of  being  shown  ffined  or    concocted    accusations, 

the  nearest    exit,  another  gloomy  oabellico    asserts  that  the  proof 

way — a  way  that  led  through  be-  against  him  was  ^*  in  letters  which 

wilderin^  passages  into  the  prisons,  he  could  not  deny  were  in  his  own 

No  sentimental    Bridge  of  Sighs  hand,  and  by  domestic  testimony,", 

•existed  in  these  days.      But  when  whatever  that  may  mean  ;  and  does 

the  door  of  the  strong-room  which  not  mention  the  torture.      ^  He 

was  to  be  his  home  for  the  rest  of  points    of    the    accusation    were 

his  mortal  life  was  opened,  and  the  these,"  he  adds, — '^  succor  refused 

lively  voices  of  his  conductors  sank  to  Trevisano,  and  Cremona  saved 

in  the  shock  of  surprise  and  horror,  to Philipby  his  treacherous  abstin- 

and  all  that  was  abont  to  be  rushed  ence."  The  fact,  however,  is  more 

on  Carmagnola's  mind,  the  situa*  simply  stated  by  Navagero  before 

tion  is  one  which  requires  nd  aid  the  trial,  that  '*  the  Signoria  were 

of  dramatic  art.     Here,  in  a  mo-  bent  on  freeing  thems^ves  "  from 

ment  betrayed  out  of  the  air  and  a    general    who    had    apparently 

light,  and  the  freedom  which  he  ceased  to  be  always  viotonous,after 

had   used  so   proudly,  this  man,  the  excellent  habit  of  republics, 

who  had  never  feared  the  face  of  which  was  to  cut  off  the  head  of 

men,  must  have  realised  his  fate,  every    unsuccessful    leader — thus 
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effectually  preventing  further  fail-  Signoria  managed  to  liberarsi  of 
ure,  on  his  part  at  least.  many  an  inconvenient  servant  and 
Carmagnola  was  not  a  man  of  officer,  either  unsuccessful  or  too 
words.  Yet  he  might  have  launch-  fortunate.  Carmagnola  had  both 
ed  with  his  dying  breath  some  of  these  faults.  He  was  too  great, 
ringing  defiance  to  catch  the  echoes,  and  for  once  he  had  failed.  The 
and  leave  in  Venetian  ears  a  re-  people  called  ^v^n/tira  /  ^^n/ura  / 
collection,  a  watchword  of  rebel-  "  Misfortune  !  Misfortune  I  "  in 
lion  to  come.  The  remorseless  their  dark  masses,  as  they  struggled 
Council  thought  of  this,  with  the  to  see  the  wonderful  bight.  Ineir 
vigilance  and  subtle  genius  which  svmpathiescouldscarceJybeagainst 
inspired  all  the  proceedings  of  their  the  victim  on  that  day  of  retribu- 
secret  conclave  ;  and  when  the  tion  ;  and  perhaps  had  his  voice 
May  morning  dawned  which  was  been  free  to  speak  to  them,  might 
to  be  his  last,  a  crowning  indignity  have  thought  of  other  thinss  to 
was  added  to  his  doom.  He  was  shout,  which  the  Signoria  had  oeen 
led  out  con  uno  sbadocchio  in  bocca,  less  content  to  hear, 
gagged,  ''  in  order  that  he  might  Thus  ended  the  great  Carmag- 
not  speak,'^  to  the  Piazzetta,  now  so  nola,  the  most  famous  of  all  Italian 
cheerful  and  so  gay,  which  then  soldiers  of  fortune.  Over  one  of 
hadjthe  most  dreadful  associations  the  doors  of  the  noble  church  of  the 
of  any  in  Venice.  "  Between  the  Frari  there  has  hune  for  genera- 
columns,"  the  blue  lagoon,  with  all  tions  a  coffin  covered  with  a  pall, 
its  wavelets  flinging  upward  their  in  which  it  was  long  supposed  that 
countless  gleams  of  reflection  in  his  bones  had  been  placed,  sna- 
the early  sun  ;  the  rich-hued  sails  pended  between-  heaven  and  earth 
standing  out  against  the  blue  ;  the  per  infamiay  as  a  romantic  Custode 
great  barges  coming  serenely  in,  as  savs.  This,  however,  is  one  of  the 
now,  with  all  their  many-coloured  fables  of  tradition.  He  was  buried 
stores  from  the  Jjido  farms  and  in  San  Francisco  delle  Vigne  (not 
fields, — the  gondolas  crowding  to  the  present  church),  whence  at  a 
the  edge  of  the  fatal  pavement,  the  later  perion  his  remains  were  trans* 
populace  rushing  from  behind.  No  ferred  to  Milan.  His  wife  and 
doubt  the  windows  of  the  ducal  daughter,  or  daughters,  were  ban-, 
palace,  or  so  much  of  the  galleries  ished  to  Treviso  with  a  modest 
as  were  then  in  existence,  were  pension,  yet  a  penalty  of  death 
crowded  with  spectators  too.  Si-  registered  against  them  should  they 
lent,  carrying  his  head  high,  like  break  bonds — so  determined,  it  la 
him  of  whom  Dante  writes  who  evident,  were  the  Signora  to  leave 
held  great  Hell  itself  in  despite —  no  means  by  which  the  general 
sdegnoso  even  of  that  gag  between  could  be  avenged.  And  what  be- 
his  lips — the  great  soldier,  the  came  of  these  poor  women  is  un- 
general  whose  praises  had  rung  known.  Such  unconsidered  trifles 
through  Venice,and  whose  haughty  drop  through  the  loopholes  of  his- 
looks  had  been  so  familiar  in  the  tory,  which^has  nothing  to  do  with 
streets,  was  led  forth  to  his  death,  hearts  that  are  broken  or  hopes 
By  that  strong  argument  of  the  axe,  that  cannot  be  renewed, 
unanswerable,     incontestible,    the 
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An  inhabitant  of  Florence,  in  and  the  multitude  in  the  faehiunH 
Dante's  time,  pointed  out  the  poet  preserved  since  Elizabeth's  time — 
as  "  the  man  who  h»d  been  in  doublets,  tight  hose,  short  cloaks, 
bell."  Riohanl  Doyle  might  well  pointed  caps,  and  long-toed  shoes, 
enjoy  tbe  more  pleasing  deaigna-  Weavers,  men's  tailors  and  wo* 
tioD  of  the  man  who  bad  been  in  men's  tailors,  shoemakers,  Ac, 
EMand.  H*-  eptnt  mutih  of  his  must  therefore  have  existed  some- 
time there,  and  has  brought  away  where,  possibly  as  slaves  immured 
a  great  deal  of  information  about  in  workshops.  But  as  the  whole 
tbe  manners  and  cti.'stoms  of  its  in-  population  was  always  ready  to 
habitants.  Excepting  Mr  Lemuel  swarm  forth  at  a  moment's  notice, 
Gulliver,  nobody  has  been  keener  for  sport  or  mischief,  as  if  bank 
in  observing  and  describing  the  holiday  were  perpetual,  their  occu- 
features  of  a  sU'ange  conntry  and  pations  could  never  have  been 
state  of  society.  These  we  find  of  an  exacting  kind.  Thus  (we 
recorded  in  many  of  Doyle's  de-  learn)  a  venturous  equestrian 
lightful  sketches  anil  uictures,  of  having  come  on  a  party  of  them 
which,  from  our  recollections  of  revelling  on  the  sea-shore,  and 
them  at  the  present  and  other  snatched  up  one  of  their  goblets, 
exhibitions  anil  elsewhere,  we  shall  all  Elfland,  male  and  female,  old 
endeavour  to  givf  a  chronicle  and  and  young,  is  represented  as  in 
brief  abstraci.  pursuit    of   the    marauder.     The 

In  the  first  place,  he  amply  only  sprite  (according  to  Doyle) 
confirms  the  common  notion  tnat  thai  has  ever  evinced  a  steady  pur- 
fairies,  spirits,  elves,  and  gobhns  pose,  is  one  clad  in  white,  who 
are  not  troubled  with  a  pressing  makes  it  her  business  to  haunt  a 
sense  of  the  responsibilities  of  particular  bridge,  and  allows  no 
existence,  but  take  life  in  a  de-  one  to  cross  who  does  not  kneel  to 
sultory,  devil-may-care  sort  of  her.  Forming  theonly  brightspot 
fashion.  Nothing  like  settled  bnsi-  in  the  picture,  except  her  own  re- 
ness  casts  its  shadow  over  them,  flection  in  the  water,  she  site  in 
None  of  them  appears  ever  to  the  midst  of  an  admirably  painted 
have  kept  a  »]m\>  or  a  counting-  piece  of  woodland  which  frames  an 
bouse,  or  to  have  contributed  in  arched  passage  for  the  oonrse  of 
the  least  degree  to  the  cultivation  the  stream.  This  sprite  has  evi. 
of  tbe  boil.  The  utilitarian  doc-  dently  suffered  some  great  wrong, 
trines  not  only  do  not  prevail,  but  most  likely  from  a  male  sprite, 
do  not  exist  among  thera.  Their  leading  her  to  follow  the  example 
state  affaire  are  entirely  ccremo-  of  the  misanthrope  mentioned  oy 
nial.  They  never  had  a  legislative  Mr  Weller,  who  "  kept  a  'pike  and 
assembly,  though  the  waste  of  time,  rewenged  himself  on  society  by 
idle  talk,  foolish  jest,  and  absence  taking  tolls."  But  in  general  they 
of  common-sense,  which  prevail  in  seem  to  have  no  object  beyond  the 
such  places,  would  not  be  foreign  impulse  of  the  moment.  Thus  a 
to  their  habits.  Trades  must  have  fairy  encountering  an  owl,  on  turf 
existed  among  them,  since  they  or  in  tree,  is  impelled  to  fondle  the 
are  generally  (though  not  always)  solemn  bird,,  who,  as  might  be  ex- 
clothed,  the  upper  classes  in  robes,  peeled     from     his    impertarbabte 
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charaoter,  merely  tolerates  the  the  sky.  Now  he  is  going  aloft 
familiarity  without  any  kind  of  in  the  light  of  the  high  fuirmoon, 
response.  In  some  of  these  picto-  only  his  face,  that  of  a  ohubby 
rial  records,  whole  rows  of  elves  child,  seen  over  the  head  of  the 
are  seated,  each  beside  his  or  bat  round  whose  neck  his  arma 
her  owl.  But  this  infatuation  for  are  thrown.  Anon  he  is  seated 
owls  is  evidently  of  the  most  gracefully  upright,  claspine  hia 
transient  nature,  and  would  be  knees  between  the  brown  piniona, 
dissolved  instantly  on  the  oppor-  himself  equipped  with  short  wings 
tunity  of  some  other  diversion,  like  those  of  a  pretty  moth,  and 
such  as  a  race  or  a  gallop.  For  evidently  on  confidential  terma 
this  purpose  they  will  mount  a  with  his  steed,  who  turns  his  head 
flock  of  small  birds,  or  bound  on  upward  towards  the  rider ;  and 
the  backs  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  iu  this  drawing  only,  the  crea- 
rabbit- warren,  and  launch  forth  on  cent  moon  is  seen  with  admirable 
a  wild  and  reckless  career.  The  effect  through  the  elaborate  pat- 
rabbit,  though  very  delightful  to  tern  of  the  bat's  leathefn  wing, 
sit  upon — his  downy  back  bemg  while  two  stars  struggle  througn 
more  comfortable,  especially  to  the  the  dim  blue  vapour  of  the  air. 
unclad,  than  the  best  saddle  that  Again  we  see  him  seated  with  hia 
ever  came  out  of  Piccadilly,  and  face  to  the  bat's  tail,  soaring  in 
his  ears  pleasanter  to  the  grasp  a  higher,  calmer  region,  no  start 
than  either  snaffle  or  curb-rein — is  above  nor  landscape  below.  Lastly, 
yet  an  uncertain  kind  of  steed,  as  led  into  forgetfulness  of  time  by 
the  many  mishaps  shown  in  the  the  fascinating  nature  of  his  excor* 
course  of  a  run  testify  ;  while  his  sion,  he  is  surprised  by  the  red 
habit  of  dis.appearing  suddenly  in  a  streaks  of  dawn,  as  they  stretch 
hole  is  such  as  the  first  equestrians  between  the  dim  earth  and  the 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  contend  awakening  sky,  tipping  with  crim- 
against.  Sometimes  a  troop  on  the  son  the  rocks  that  oound  the  small 
ramble  will  vault  on  the  backs  of  a  estuary  over  which  he  happens  to 
flock  of  ffeese,  and  urge  them  with  be  flying.  Why  Ariel,  wno  could 
outstretcned  necks  .and  striding  go  swift  as  an  arrow  from  a  Tar- 
webs  across  the  common  ;  but  even  tar's  bow,  should  have  found  diver- 
a  goose  will  turn  when  rode  upon,  sion  in  so  slow  a  conveyance  as  the 
and  a  dismounted  jockey  is  being  winged  mouse,  we  cannot  aooonnt 
severely  pecked  by  his  feathered  for  otherwise  than  by  supposing 
courser.  The  back  of  the  lowly  that  while  pegged  in  the  entrails 
beetle  pursuing  his  deliberate  way  of  the  cloven  pine  from  which 
to  a  point  a  few  yards  off,  where  Prospero  released  him,  he  naturallj 
he  may  possibly  arrive  in  the  became  acquainted  with  his  fef- 
course  of  the  night,  is  not  dis-  low-tenants  who  would  be  hanginff 
dained  by  the  elf  disposed  for  by  the  heels  in  that  retreat,  ana 
equestrian  exercises,  but  the  most  formed  with  them  a  lifelong  friend- 
poetical  of  all  the  coursers  be-  ship,  doing  equal  credit  to  his  held 
stridden  by  elf  or  fairy  is  the  bat.  ana  heart. 

A   whole  company  thus  mounted  The  tenants  of  fairyland  seem 

are    rising  into  the  air  from  the  sometimes  to  have  experienced  aa 

banks   of  a  reedy  lake.      No  le^s  impulse   towards    benevolence  or 

than  four  pictures  represent  Ariel,  usefulness ;  but  it  was  probably 

the  prince  of  elves,  an  borne  thus  accidental,  and  only  the  result  of 

in  solitary  wavering  flight  through  a   desire    to    amuse  ^  themselves. 
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Thus  a  niDBical  fairy  is  giving  a  lhe"Baitle  of  Elves  and  Frogs." 
singing  lesaoD  toa  Dumberof  small  At  some  remote,  even  preTits- 
birds,  but  happily  without  having  torio,  period,  a  eamts  belli  arose 
induced  them  to  abandon  their  between  the  two  jteoples  ;  yet- 
natural  notes.  And  two  pictures  haps  a  frog  amliaxsador  had  been 
commemorate  a  practice  of  the  disreBpectful  tu  Oberon — or  the 
fairies  of  combing  and  dressing  elves  may  have  wished  to  esiab- 
the  goats'  beards  on  Saturday  lish  a  stable  governmeut  in  some 
night,  to  make  them  smart  for  distant  and  populous  awamp  ; 
(Sunday.  The  ceremony,  or  assign  anyhow,  war  alone  could  decide 
nation,  takes  place  on  a  hillside —  the  matter.  The  elves  took  up  a 
partly  bright  with  sunset,  partly  strong  position  on  a  rising  ground, 
darkened  with  the  shadow  of  ap-  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  natural 
proaching  night.  The  sylpli  btau-  moat,  in  the  shape  of  a  reedy  pond, 
ties — possessmg,  let  us  hope,  only  And  here  we  see  how  the  rules  of 
an  imperfect  sense  of  smtll — de-  war  are  subject  to  change  untler 
vote  themselves  with  a  will  lo  their  novel  circumstances.  In  oi-dinary 
task, — combing,  twining,  and  plait-  cases  a  bridge  would  have  been 
ing  the  tufted  chins  ;  while  the  necessary  in  order  to  approach  the 
billy-goats  submit  with  good  grace  position.  But  the  gallant  frogs, 
lo  the  fascinating  barbers,  except  flinging  themselves  boldly  into  one 
one  restive  capricom  who  gallops  of  their  native  elements,  have 
away,  and  another  that  from  crossed  the  obstacle  and  scaled  the 
behind  a  rock  peeps  furtively  heights.  Some  of  the  most  forward 
at  bis  hairdresser,  who  beckons  spirits  of  the  amphibious  army  have 
him  with  cajoling  finger.  This  forced  their  way  up  lo  the  very 
subject  (as  we  told  the  urtixt^  mound  where  the  elf -king  and 
ought  to  have  been  treated  by  leader  has  stationed  himself,  like 
Herkomer.  However,  as  a  nilo,  Harold  at  Hastings,  and  have  even 
they  make  no  pretence  to  htncv.  turnt-d  lii^  Hank.  But  the  sprites, 
olence,  but  rather  the  contrary,  in  hio.-.f  focniiition,  have  met  the 
Thus  a  number  of  them,  as  if  the  enemy,  some  of  whom,  their  retreat 
agents  of  an  Imperial  Chancellor,  acceleratedby  panic,  are  already  de- 
are  egging  on  two  frogs  to  fight,  scribing  wonderful  parabolas  In  the 
liy  taunts  and  suggestions  of  good  »ir  on  their  way  to  the  pond.  In 
grounds  for  quarrel,  as  wounded  the  centre  of  the  picture,  a  speckled 
honour  and  so  forth.  Another  champion  is  receiving  full  in  his 
mocks  and  gibes  at  a  large  toad,  yellow  stomach  the  thrust  of  S 
whose  profoundly  meditative  and  spear  of  grass.  A  frog's  counte- 
sedentary  aspect  precludes  all  idea  nanoe  would  not  seem  to  lend  it- 
of  possible  provocation.  For  some  self  to  much  play  of  feature,  but 
reason  the  lesser  amphibia  are  not  his  is  not  inexpressive  of  anguish, 
esteemed  in  eltland,  and  when  not  As  in  a  medieval  battle,  prisoners 
objects  of  hostility  are  exposed  to  are  led  away  on  both  sides.  The 
practical  jokes.  No  elf  can  pass  a  captive  frogs  were  apparently  held 
frog  without  jeering  at  him,  or,  if  to  ransom,  but  the  goblins  are 
coming  on  him  from  behind,  using  plaoed  Aors  de  cotnbut  by  being 
him  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  dropped  into  the  pond.  The  frog 
back — a  practice  which  explains  general  is  slyly  represented  as 
the  name  of  a  popular  game.  The  keeping  well  out  of  the  battle  on 
cause  of  this  ill-feeling  is  to  be  the  opposite  shore,  attended  by  an 
found  in  one  of  the  largest  pictures,  obsequious   staff.      No    doubt   the 
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elves  prevailed  ;  for,  as*  we  have  cloud  of  birds,  the  trees  in  the 
.seen,  they  have  treated  the  frogs  inundated  meadow,  the  ancient 
ever  since  as  a  subject  people,  tower,  are  all  of  high  order,  and 
Mpst  likely  Mr  Doyle  found  the  produce  a  most  harmonioos  even- 
narrative  of  this  celebrated  action,    m^  effect. 

which  he  calls  the  sixteenth  de-  It  has  long  been  known  that 
cisive  battle  of  the  world,  in  some  the  government  of  fairyland  U  in 
ancient  fairy  chronicle,  or  perhaps  form  monarchical.  The  consort  of 
woven  in  goblin  tapestry,  and  hung  the  fairy  king  is  treated  with  high 
on  the  walls  of  a  palace  in  that  respect,  and,  next  to  war,  the  most 
strange  country.  senous  business  of  her  subjects  is 

In  much   later  times  the  elves    the  manifestation  of  respect  and 
met  in  battle  a  far  more  formidable    loyalty  for  her  person.     This  takes 
enemy,  the  Crows, — not  the  Indian    a  form  quite  different  from  car 
tribe  of  that  name,  but  the  preda-    municipal   addresses  and  depnta- 
tory  race  against  whom  we  our-    tions.     In  a  small  picture  the  elf- 
selves  wage  war,  chiefly  with  scare-    queen  is  seen  seatea  in  the  moon- 
crows — a  kind  of  troop  possessing    light  on  a  tall  mushroom,  while 
but  little  manoeuvring  power,  and    around  her,  wheel  in  an  informal 
from  whom  Mr  Childers  probablv    dance  her  courtier-circle,  each  foot- 
took  his  idea  of  short-service  sol-    ing  it  according  to  his  own  notion 
diers.     The   elves,  as  before,  took    of  a  step^an  improved  form  of 
up   a  strong  position   on   a  knoll    demonstration   which    we    recom- 
crowned   with  an   ancient  tower ;    mend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
but    against    an  enemy  who  de-    Lord  Mayor  and  Common  ConnoiL 
scends  from  the  air,  advantages  of    The  court  seems  to  be  constituted 
ground   do  not  count  for  much,    mainly  on  the  principles  of  those 
The  battle  is  very  desperate  ;  when    of  Europe,  except  that  many   of 
elf  meets  crow,  then  comes  the  tug    the  courtiers  are  without  clothes ; 
of  war.     Many  elves  are  prostrate,    there  are  young  maids-of-honoor, 
and  are  being  violently  pecked;    equerries,  Jbc,  descended,  no  doubt, 
one  has  his  pointed  cap  torn  from    from  the  ancient  families  of  Cob- 
his  head — which  is  probably  held    web.   Peas-blossom,  and  Mnstard- 
as  equivalent  to  taking  his  scalp,    seed  ;  while  greybeard  officers  of 
On   the   other  hand,   crows  have    state  are  not  wanting,  figuring  aa 
fallen,  and  one  in  the  distance  is    Masters  of  the    Ceremonies    and 
comine  to  earth  transfixed  by  a    old  Sticks-in- Waiting.     The  whole 
goblin^  arrow.  Only  the  advanced-    circle  are  apt    to  flow    forth  in 
guard   of   the   crows  is  engaged  ;    strange    revelry,   following  some 
their  supports  are  formed    on  a    sudden  impulse.     Mr  Doyle^  while 
neighbourmg    group    of    leafless    drawing  a  woodland    dell  in  his 
trees,  while  the  battalions  of  re-    best  manner,  once  saw  the  whole 
serve  are  coming  up  in  such  num.    court  threading  their  way  like  a 
bcrs  as  to  darken  the  sky.     If  the    stream  of  coloured  light  under  the 
commander  of  the  rooks  is  not  a    broad  leaves  of  the  'water*plant8  « 
mere  vain  babbler,  cawing  for  ever    that  grew  on  the  margin  of  a  pool, 
in   his  own  glorification,   but  an    where  they  had  disturbed,  bnt  not 
able    tactician,  he    has  evidently    alarmed,  a  solitary  kingfisher.  And 
great  chances  open  to  him.     The    again,  in  sportive  moments,  they 
landscape  of  this  picture  is  one  of    have  disguised  themselves  in  Wat- 
the  best  that  Doyle  ever  painted  ;    teau-like  costumes,  and,  bewigged 
the  evening  sky  darkened  by  the    and  behooped,  enacted,  under  the 
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ancient  trees  of  parks  and  lawns,  but  the  preface  and  the  last  scene, 

the  revels  of  long-departed  owners  Thus  the  historic  dragon  of  Want- 

and  their  guests.  ley,  roused  by  the  loud  challenge 

It  is  apparently  the  fairy  queen's  of  the  champion  who  defies  him 
gracious  habit  to  sleep  in  any  suit-  from  the  summit  of  the  rock,  is 
able  spot  surrounded  with  her  issuing  from  his  craggy  lair  with 
court.  We  find  her  thus  reposing  an  aspect  suggestive  of  irritated 
on  the  rocky  shore  of  a  mountain-  feeling  and  bad  language,  which 
tarn.  The  moonlight  is  painted  in  reminds  us  of  the  felonious  inmate 
this  picture  with  remarkable  effect ;  of  a  London  slum  once  visited  by 
and  we  thus  learn  that  fairies  do  Dickens,  who  looked  out  of  the  win- 
not  always  spend  the  night  in  roam-  dow  angrily  demanding,  ^' What  the 
ing,  which  may  be  pne  reason  why  adjective  substantive  do  you  want 
they  are  not  to  be  seen  any  or  here?"  The  end  of  the  combat, 
every  niffht,  but  sometimes  prefer  under  the  title  of  ''  The  Return  of 
to  sleep  beneath  the  chaste  beams  the  Dragon-slayer,"  is  a  favourite 
of  the  watery  moon.  The  fairy  subject  with  Doyle,  who  evident- 
king  seems  to  entertain  unsooial  ly  commemorates  several  distinct 
and  unconnubial  views  on  the  sub-  events  of  this  kind — for  whereas  in 
iect  of  repose  ;  for  we  find  him,  one  the  dragon  slain  is  dragged  by 
betwixt  afternoon  and  evening,  the  tail,  in  others  he  is  led  in  captive 
asleep  by  himself  under  a  hollow  by  his  conqueror  ^in  one  case  with 
bank  amid  the  roots  of  a  tree,  the  knight's  pocKCt-handkerchief 
while  overhead  float  slowly,  guard-  tied  over  the  aragon's  eye,  injured 
in^  his  slumbers,  the  lords  and  in  the  conflict) ;  and  in  a  drawing 
ladies  of  the  bedchamber.  After  which  we  remember  as  exhibited 
the  lapse  of  so  many  ages  since  the  a  few  years  ago,  the  reptile's  lonffi- 
time  of  the  'Midsummer  Night's  tude  was  such  that,  although  he 
Dream,'  the  queen  seems  still  occa-  extended  along  an  entire  street,  his 
sionally  to  add  to  the  legitimate  tail  w&s  still  round  the  comer, 
succession  ;  for  we  find  her  in  one  But  in  all  cases  the  knight  cara- 
pretty  scene  nursing  an  elf-baby,  coles  proudly  through  Wie  town, 
with  her  crown  on,  while  a  blue-  amidst  the  applause  of  the  popu- 
clad  fairy,  possibly  an  elder  sister,  lace  and  the  greeting  of  civic, 
helps  to^tend  and  fondle  the  royal  fanctionary,dame,and  demoiselle- 
infant,  everybody  admiring  and  cong^tu- 

No   living  naturalist   knows  so  lating,  except  another  knight  who 

much    about    dragons  as   Doyle,  preserves  a  lofty   and   disdainful 

Next  to   fairies,   he    has    studied  aspect,  to  show  how  lightly  a  war- 

them  more  than  any  other  province  rior  of  his  prowess  esteems  such 

of  animated  nature.     For  the  most  feats.     The    dragon  was   not    al- 

part  they  have  been  hostile  to  man,  ways,  however,  the  enemy  of  man  ; 

to  the  extent  of  habitual  dining  he  nad  his  softer  moments,  as  when 

on    human-  virgins  ;    and     many  he  is  seen   playing  chess  with  a 

knights     since    St    George    have  princess,  and  could  even  make  him- 

sou^ht  to  win  fame,  and  the  favour  self  useful.     It  is  well  known  that 

of  tne  rescued  maidens,  by  defying  the  christening  of  earthly  princes 

them  to  single  combat.    Our  artist  and  princesses  is    frequently    at- 

shows  us,  not  the  combat  itself,  tended  by  powerful  fairies,  their 

which  has  perhaps  been  so  often  godmothers,  who  bestow  on  them 

treated  by  medieval  painters  as  to  various  excellences  of  mind  and 

be  incapable  of  fresh  presentation,  person,  though  with  what  result  in 
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after-life  has  never  been  quite  clear,  affirm  of  the  dragon's  coloury  as  of 
One  of  these  generous  sponsors  is  the  chameleoa's,  '^  Tis  green — 'tis 
depicted  as  coming  forth  from  the  green,  sir,  I  assure  ye.'' 
palace  after  the  ceremony,  to  return  One  of  the  most  carious  and  un- 
to her  own  dominions  ;  and,  for  expected  facts  of  draffon-life  which 
conveyance,  at  the  door  is  waiting  our  artist  has  brought  to  light  is- 
her  dragon,  who  has  of  necessity  that  respecting  the  young  brood, 
been  kept  in  the  street  during  the  Having  supposed  them  to  be  rare 
visit,  as  no  building  shorter  than  animals,  we  were  surprised  to  find 
the  Thames  tunnel  could  have  them  existing  in  fiocks,  hatched 
stabled  an  animal  of  his  extent,  apparently  from  eggs,  and  used  as 
This  dragon  is  submitting  to  be  a  kind  of  farm-stock.  Several 
held  by  a  smart  goblin-groom  whom  representations  show  us  witches 
he  could  have  swallowed  like  an  dnvinff  youn^  dragons  to  market. 
oyster,  and  is  good-humoredly  Who  the  purchasers  can  be  of  these 
unconscious  that  some,  street-boys,  strange  articles  of  commerce  we 
distant  a  few  minutes'  walk,  are  cannot  devine — perhaps  they  are 
taking  liberties  with  his  tail.  bought  up  by  dealers  who,  after 
Incidentally  we  learn  from  Doyle  breaking  them  to  harness  or  saddle, 
a  good  deal  about  the  personal  sell  them  to  rich  fairies.  In  one 
attributes  of  dragons.  We  per-  case  the  sorceress,  youn^  and  not 
ceive  that  as  there  are  one-humped  ungraceful,  and  clad  in  diaphanooa 
and  two-humped  camels,  and  one-  drapery,  is  descending  a  mountain 
homed  and  two-horned  rhinocer-  side  in  mistv  moonlight ;  in  an- 
oses,  so  there  are  one-headed  and  other,  an  old  witch,  of  the  kind 
two-headed  dragons.  One  groom,  that  Macbeth  knew  of,  is  driving; 
however,  suffices  to  hold  a  two-  with  outstretched  broom  her  sinffu- 
headed  dragon,  used  for  draught  or  lar  poultry  along  the  shore  of  a  liuce, 
riding,  as  he  mi^ht  suffice  for  a  pair  on  the  margin  of  which  stands  a^ 
of  horses.  Besides  the  teeth  and  ruined  monastery.  In  all  cases  the 
claws,  the  spiky  wings,  shaped  on  character  of  the  flock  is  much  the 
the  principle  of  holly-leaves,  would  same  :  though  quite  newly  hatched 
cause  considerable  annoyance  to  — ^for  they  are  no  bigger  than  tnr- 
an  antagonist  if  vigorously  flapped  keys — there  is  plenty  of  latent  tmoa- 
about  his  head  ;  and  further,  the  lence  to  be  developed  with  matur- 
end  of  the  tail  is  furnished  with  ity;  they  show  the  fire  of  the  race 
an  arrow-head  sting,  which,  if  time  glowing  in  eye  and  nostril,  and  are 
permits,  can  be  brought  up  and  extremely  troublesome  to  drive. 
buried  in  the  body  of  the  foe.  It  was  pleasant  to  see  last  year. 
Also  the  dragon's  eyes  burn  and  at  the  Institute  in  Piccadilly,  an 
his  breath  smokes,  as  if  from  an  indication  that  an  artist^  Mr  Fitz- 
intemal  furnace  ;  so  that  the  knight  gerald,  existed  amon^  us  capable  of 
who  would  tackle  him  would  find,  carrying  on  the  traditions  ot  Doyle, 
altogether,  a  very  ugly  customer.  He  had  chosen  for  his  subject  a 
We  see  also  that  the  tradition  ex-  hare  just  escaped  from  the  honnds,. 
pressed  in  the  tavern  sign  of  the  and  resting  within  a  screen  of  grass 
Green  Dragon  is  a  true  one — the  and  brambles.  In  the  distanoe  the 
creature's  coat-of-mail  is  of  the  hunters  and  the  pack  are  seen  jog- 
sheen  of  the  ivy-leaf  ;  and  though  ging  homeward  affainst  the  evening 
Campbell  tells  us  bow  War  '*y oked  sky.  Round  the  fugitive  are  draw- 
the  red  dragons  of  her  iron  car,"  we  ing  the  pitying  l9xrw  popnlatioD  of 
may,  on  Doyle's  authority,  safely  the  district.    A  sylph,  splendidly 
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clad,  is  floating  towards  her,  ex-  In  early  days  he  eave  us  the  manr 
pressing  as  plainly  sb  looks  may,  comic  outhnea  of  daily  life  which 
"Poor  dear!"  wnile  another  in  adorned 'Punch,' and  the  grotesque 
white  raiment  pats  her  panting  illiislrations  of  our  national  history 
breMt  Two  sprites  that  have  which  he  describes  as  rejected  in 
woTftn  a  necklace  of  grass  are  put-  the  competition  for  decorating  the 
ting  it  round  the  hare's  neck  ;  two  walls  of  Westminster,  But  his 
more  are  bringing  her  red  berries,  real  business  lay  with  the  scenery 
a«  a  slight  refreshment  after  her  of  that  pleasant  moonlit  land  where 
exertions— the  one  presenting  the  Oberon  ruled  in  the  Aa-ya  of  Duke 
offering  on  a  leaf-platter,  the  other  Theseus  and  Bully  Bottom,  and 
on  the  point  of  a  thorn.  An  elf  which  in  more  recent  times  had 
in  scarlet,  seated  easily,  though  it  been  illustrated  by  the  French 
might  be  thoaght  uncomfortably,  fairy  chroniclers,  Perrault  and 
on  the  stem  of  a  bramble,  is  watch-  Madame  d'Aulnois. 
ing  the  hunters,  evidently  in  order  A  supertioial  observer  would 
to  give  notice  if  they  should  return,  never  have  guessed  from  Mr  Doyle's 
And  besides  these,  the  grass  and  aspect  that  he  was  connected  mti- 
stems  are  populous  with  quaint  malely*  with  the  inhabitants  of 
forms,  half  sprite,  half  insect,  who  fairyland  or  painter- in -ordinary 
have  no  particular  concern  in  the  to  its  royal  family.  Goodly  of 
bare,  but  have  been  disturbed  by  stature,  he  was  also  substantial  of 
the  commotion,  as  a  swarm  of  flies  person,  and  could  not  be  thought 
by  an  approaching  step.  This  of  for  a  moment  as  one  who  could 
drawing,  beautifully  executed,  is  join  in  racing  on  rabbits,  leaping 
the  more  welcome  as  showing  the  over  toadstools,  riding  on  bats,  or 
race  to  be  actuated  by  the  novel  floating  about  clothed  in  glorified 
impulse  of  benevolence,  cobwebs  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand. 
When  not  employed  in  his  more  was  he  of  a  temper  to  challenge 
•erioue  and  important  function  of  dragons  to  combat.  Kind  and 
showing  us  what  goes  on  in  fairy  pleasant  of  discourse,  gentle  of 
and  dragon  cii-cles,  Mr  Doyle  could  voice,  courteous  of  bearing,  hie 
relax  into  representations  of  our  value  as  a  companion  was  very 
own  scenery.  He  could  show  us  widely  recognisea,  and  his  society 
the  leafy  receeaes  of  a  dell  in  was  much  coveted  by  the  Titanias 
Devonshire,  or  the  stately  lowers  of  Mayfair  and  Belgravia.  Hia 
of .  a  baronial  castle  in  the  North,  agreeable  humor  was  by  no  means 
One  of  his  best  landscapes  repre.  restricted  to  bis  pictures  :  he  wm 
sente  the  park  and  seat  of  Sir  Wil-  quunt  in  speech  as  in  art  ;  and  his 
frid  Lawson,  which,  contrary  to  way  of  showing  that  something 
what  might  be  anticipated  respect-  uttered  had  amused  him — by  retir- 
ing the  surroundings  of  that  apostle  ing  into  his  cravat,  hi  the  reoesses 
of  temperance,  contains  no  water,  of.  which  a  soft  smothered  laugh 
bat  is  full  of  spirit.  On  the  veme  would  be  heard,  and  then  emenpng 
of  the  crowded  tombstones  of  m-  to  cap  the  jest — was  special  to  him- 
worth  churchyard,  he  has  placed  self.  For  the  many  who  appre- 
the  dreary  parsonage  where  the  uated  him,  some  of  the  brightness 
Brontes  lived  their  intense  imagin-  and  grace  which  spread  a  whole* 
ative  lives — the  picture  being  per'  some  illusion  over  common  life 
haps  his  reply  to  the  question,  died  out  of  the  world  lut  year 
"  Tell  me,  where  is  Fancy  bred  T*  with  Richard  Doyle. 
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AN  ANGLER'S  GARLAND. 

THE   angler's   APRIL. 

"  Now  Is  the  time 
While  yet  the  dArk-brown  wftter  aida  the  guile, 
To  tempt  the  Troat.    The  well-diseembled  fly, 
The  rod  flne-tapering  with  elaittic  sprine, 
Snatched  from  the  hoary  steed  the  noatmg  line, 
And  all  thy  alender  watery  stores  prepare?* 

— THOMBOir  •    Th4  B9amtu—8pHn§, 

1. 

April  dawns. — Sweet  month,  when  doves 

Tune,  their  notes  to  wooing  ; 
Filling  primrose  vales  and  groves 

With  soft  vernal  cooing. 

2. 

Month  which,  Keble  hints,  is  sad 
_         In  the  flowery  places  : — 

Month,  to  anglers,  "gay  and  glad,"  * 
Rich  in  troutf ul  graces  1 

3. 

Month  which  clears  the  torrent  bum 

From  its  tincture  muddy, 
And,  with  smiles,  beholds  it  turn 

Into  amber  ruddy. 

4. 

Month  which  draws  the  witch-wand  out  ; 

That  unvanquished  timber. 
Curbing  lustiest  of  trout, 

With  tops  stiff  and  limber  : 

5. 

Curvilinear  of  play, 

Tough,  elastic,  slender  : 
Runic  staff,  of  many  a  day 

S«ored  with  records  tender.' 

*  **  Well  may  I  guess  and  feel 

Why  autumn  should  be  sad ; 
But  vernal  airs  should  sorrow  heal, 
Spring  should  be  gay  and  glad  : 
Yet  as  along  this  violet  bank  I  rove, 

The  languid  sweetness  seems  to  choke  my  breath, 
I  sit  me  down  beside  the  hazel  grove, 
And  si^h,  and  half  could  wish  my  weariness  were  death.** 
— '  "nie  Christian  Year : '     Third  Sunday  afUr  Ea$Ur. 
*  *'  I  have  his  rod  still,  and  a  sterling  piece  of  wood  hath  it  been.  .   .  .  There 
are  notches  on*t,  along  its  butt,  denoting  the  length  of  ^at  fish  mastered  1^ 
the  skill  of  its  first  possessor.  **~Stoddart,  *  AnglingBemmisoeneeS,'  p.  167. 
**  The  butt  of  my  rod  being  a  measure."— Sir  H.  Davy,  'Salmonia,^  p.  86. 
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Month  which  opens  parchment  books. 

All  illuminated 
With  bright  rainbow-feathered  books, 


1 


arigl 
0  cl( 


To  clear  silk-worm  mated  : 


Month  which  thonghtfully  reviews 
Hoarded  atoret)  of  taokle  : 

Then,  with  gentle  hand,  renews 
Splice,  and  knot,  and  hackle  : 


Next,  the  gosi>anier-like  line 

Ties,  and  straight  delivers  ; 

Crying,—"  Msh.far  off,  and  Jim 
Rippling  takes  and  rivfr»." 


Scans  the  magic  jrinoh  and  wheel 
With  approving  glances  :^ 

(Gay  goes  "  music  of  the  reel," 
When  a  salmon  dances  !) 

10. 


Calls  us  early  ;  sends  us  forth,—    '^ 
Us,  whose  "name  is  liegion,"— 

West,  and  East,  and  South,  and  North, 
O'er  each  watered  region. 

la. 

Paints  the  mountain  meres  and  streams 

With  an  angler's  raptnre  ; — 
Lakes,  transfigured  as  in  dreams. 
Fish,  that  thirst  for  capture. 

13. 
Bless  the  showers  ambrosial  ; 

Bless  the  Kephyrs  blowing  ; 
When  our  flie«  like  manna  fall. 

Light  as  summer's  snowing  1 


'o  flah  fine,  and  far  off,  is  the  first  and  principal  rule  for  Trout  Ang- 
-■  The  Oompleat  Angler,'  Part  n.  Chap.  v. 

*  "  Gilding  piue  streams  with  heavenly  alchymy." 

— Sbakespease  :  Sonnet  ixxiii. 
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14. 

Forthwith  be  our  blissful  fate 

Lovingly  to  cozen 
"  Fario  "  by  hundredweight, 

"  Ferox  *'  by  the  dozen. 

16. 

Where  "  the  great  old  subtil  Trout " 

Lurks,  profound  and  "  fearful,"  * 
Ply  the  lure,  and  bring  him  out 

To  the  daylight  cheerful. 

16. 

Draw  the  finny  might  he  vaunts. 

Tricked  with  hues  enamelled, 
From  their  deepest,  hidden  haunts, 

Artfully  en  trammelled. 

17. 

(xorgeous  sides,  in  sooth,  he  hath  :  * 

Jewelled  neck  and«shoulder : 
His  insignia  of  The  Bath 

Dazzle  the  beholder. 

18. 

Diplomatically  played. 

Netted,  landed  wisely, 
See  !  he  turns,  when  duly  weighed, — 

Seven  pounds  precisely  l 

19. 

Should  some  lordly  salmon  lunge 

At  the  phantom  airy. 
Give  him  butt,  and  let  him  plunge  ; 

Watch  his  cantrips  wary  : 

20. 

How,  in  brave  "  effeir  of  weir,"  • 

O'er  the  pools  he  dashes  ! 
How  he  scatters,  far  and  near. 

Foam  in  silver  flashes  ! 

21. 

Steer  and  turn  his  headstrong  course : 

Change  his  views  erratic  : 
And,  with  latent,  suasive  force. 

Rule  his  sports  aquatic. 


1  '  'For  yon  are  to  note,  that  the  great  old  Trout  is  both  subtil  and  fearful,  and 
does  not  usu^y  stir  out  of  his  hold,  but  lies  in  it  as  close  in  tlie  day,  as  the 
^imorous  hare  does  in  her  form."—*  The  Compleat  Anjder,^  Chap.  v. 

*  **  He  bees  a  gorgeous  tyke."— Billy  Balmer,  aptid  otoddart ;  see  '  An  Aug* 
ler's  Rambles,'  p.  288.  » *  *  Effeir  of  weir  "—array  of  war. 
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22. 
Reel  him  up  with  nimble  sleight, — 

Cornscating:,  splendid  : — 
Soon  that  DOtable  sea-fight 

Shall  be  nobly  ended. 

23. 
Lead  him  to  yon  shelving  strand  : 

Gaff  him  well  and  featly  ; 
Then,  on  flower-bespangled  land. 

Let  him  slumber  sweetly. 

24. 
How,  like  nnreqaited  Love, 

There  he  lies  "  a-bleeding  "  ! — 
(Crowner's  quest  doth  quickly  prove  :— 

"  Choked  from  over-ffeding.") 


Never  more  through  lucid  deeps 

Shall  he  glide  or  flounder  : 
Though  his  soutoheon  tells  that, — "  Sleeps 

Here,  a  Thirty-pomider." 


\ 


Where  the  wild-thyme  purpleat  blows, 

High  o'er  maivin  sedgy, 
Where  the  purest  Aqua  flows, 

Prink  that  hero  s  "  dredgie."  ' 

27. 
laia,  crown  thy  "  Double- First  " : 

0am,  thy  "Senior  Wrangler"  : — 
Highland  Aqua,  slake  the  thint 

Of  a  "  Senior  Angler." 


"  Pax  VOBI8CUM,"  rod,  line,  flies, 
Fnll  of  grace  and  favour  ! — 

"  Et  Cvx  Spibitu," — replies 

One  who  prees  peat-flavour  ! 


'  "  DredRie  "— dirige,  dirge.  From  am 
Dew).  whi<£ began  ;  " ZHriffe,  Dominium 
psalm  y.  8. 
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THE  ANGLER'S  WISH. 


''  I  IN  these  flowery  meadd  woald  be  : 

These  ohrystal  streams  should  solace  me  : 

To  whose  harmonious  bubbling  noise 

I  with  my  angle  would  rejoice. 

Sit  here,  and  see  the  turtle-dove 
Courte  his  chaste  mate  to  acts  of  love. 

''Or  on  that  bank,  feel  the  west  wind 
Breathe  health  and  plenty,  please  my  mind. 
To  see  sweet  dew-drops  kiss  those  flowers, 
And  then,  washM  off  oy  April  showers  : 
Here,  hear  my  Eenna  sing  a  song, 
There,  see  a  blackbird  feed  her  young. 

''  Or  a  leverock  build  her  nest ; 

Here  give  my  weary  spirits  rest ; 

And  raise  my  low-pitcned  thoughts  above 

Earth,  or  what  poor  mortals  love  : 

Thus  free  from  law-suits,  and  the  noise 

Of  princes'  courts,  I  would  rejoice  ; 

'*  Or,  with  my  Bryan,  and  a  book, 
Loiter  lon^  days  near  Shawf  ord  brook  ; 
There  sit  by  him,  and  eat  my  meat. 
There  see  the  sun  both  rise  and  set : 

There  bid  ffood  morning  to  next  day. 

There  meditate  my  time  away : 
And  angle  on,  and  beg  to  have 
A  quiet  passage  to  a  welcome  grave." 

IzAAK  Walton. 
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WALTONI  VOTUM. 


His  equidem  vivam  florentibus  incola  pratis  : 

Flumina  et  hseo  vitro  luoidiora  ooUm  : 
Qu4  strepitent  amnes  errantes,  devios  erremy 

Piscator  virgft  IsBtus  amndine^ :  *   ^ 

Qn&quo  tui  casti  spectentary  tartuTy  amores,    ' 

Qualia  et  aocipias  prsemia,  fidos  avb. 

Lentus  et  assideam  musooso  in  marffine  riyi| 

Spirat  ubi  Zepbyris  intemerata  sdns  : 
Osoulaque  adspiciam  flomm  qui  rore  madescant, 

Yel  pluviifl  qaales  dnlois  Aprilis  babet : 
Sea  fundis  modulos  ta,  lax  mea,  Kenna,  propiDqaos, 

Sea  meralam  video  qo8B  soa  nata  fovet : 

Aat  abi  nidificans  agris  operatar  alaada, 

SoUioitam  mentem  sabrepat  alta  qaies  : 
Tanc  animo  sabeant  jacanaa  oblivia  vitae, 

Immemor  et  terrsB,  sidera  qoserat  Amor. 
Este  procal,  lites  ;  regam  prooal  este  tamaltas ; 

Sit  mibi  IsBtificse  PaoiB  adesse  oomea. 

Scilicet  adveniant  Bryanas,  parvusqae  libellaSy 

Marmara  qa4  resonent  deeilientis  aqasB  : 
Gratas  erit  conviva  mibi :  lioeatqae  taeri 

Occidaum  solem,  laciferamqae  polam. 
Crastinus,  at  rapido  Pboebo  salvere  javabit, 

Inveniam  soli^am  prsBteriisae  diem. 
Sic  mibi  D!  dederint  piscando  fallere  vitam  : 

Sic  vitam  sol  vat  Mortis  amioa'manas  ! 

J*  P«  M* 
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FROM  *  THE  COMPLKAT  ANGLER.' 


^<  Oh,  the  gallant  fisher's  life, 

It  is  the  best  of  an^  ; 
'Tis  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife, 
And  'tis  beloved  by  many  : 

Other  joys 

Are  but  toys, 

Only  this 

Lawful  is, 

For  our  skill 

Breeds  no  ill, 
But  content  and  pleasure. 

^'  In  a  morning  up  we  rise, 
Ere  Aurora's  peeping, 
Drink  a  cup  to  wash  our  eyes. 
Leave  the  sluggard  sleeping  : 

Then  we  go 

To  and  fro. 

With  our  knacks 

At  our  backs. 

To  such  streams 

As  the  Thames, 
If  we  have  the  leisure. 


Gbnerosi  piscatoris 
Prsestat  vita  clara, 

Plena  pacis  et  amoris, 
PfuribUsque  cara : 
Nam  mundana 
Cuncta  vana 
Sunt :  hoc  solum 
Vitat  dolum ; 
Neque  nocet, 
Neoue  docet 
Nisi  charitatea. 

Mane  surgimus :  spectamoa 
Solem  orientem : 

Visum  poculis  lavamus, — 
Mitte  dorm ien tern  ! 
Mox  deinde, 
Hinc  et  inde, 
Rebus  aptis 
Dorso  captis, 
Properamus 
Ubi  Tamus 

Recreat  SBStates. 


^'  When  we  please  to  walk  abroad    Cum  interdum  nobis  placet 


For  our  recreation, 
In  the  fields  is  our  abode. 
Full  of  delectation  : 
Where  in  a  brook. 
With  a  hook, 
Or  a  lake, 
Fish  we  take. 
There  we  sit 
For  a  bit. 
Till  we  fish  entangle. 


Rura  peragrare, 

Domus,  ecce  !  campis  jaoet, 
Nata  delectare : 
Rivis  ibi 
Quisqun  sibi, 
Sive  lacu, 
Hami  acu 
Pisces  capit, 
Et,  (si  sapit ! ) 

Sedet  otiose. 


<'  We  have  gentles  in  a  horn,  Nobis  sunt  in  cornu,  sane^ 
We  have  paste  and  worms  too;  Muscsb,  gluten,  vermee ; 

We  can  watch  both  night  and  morn,  Vigilamus  noctu,  mane, 
Suffer  rain  and  storms  too  ;  Fortes,  nee  inermes  : 
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Nope  do  here 
Uie  to  swear ; 
Oathfl  do  fray 
FiBh  airav: 
We  sit  8tiU 
And  watoh  our  quill ; 
Fiahere  roust  not  wrangle. 

"  If  the  sun's  excessive  heat 
Make  our  bodies  Bwelter, 

To  an  ozier  hedge  we  get 
For  a  friendly  shelter, 
Where  in  a  dike 
Pearoh  or  Pike, 
Roaoh  or  Pace, 
Wfl  do  ohase, 
Bleak  or  Gudgeou 
Without  grudging. 

We  are  still  contented. 

"  Or  we  sometimes  pass  an  hoor 

Under  a  green  willow 
That  defends  uh  from  a  shower, 
Making  earth  oar  pillow. 
Where  we  may 
Think  and  pray 
Before  deatJi 
Stops  our  breath  : 
Other  joys 
Are  but  toys. 
And  to  be  lamented." 

Jo.  Chalk  BILL. 


Nee  sint  rixae 
Hio  enizte ; 
Pellunt,  metn, 
Pisceo,  (MBtu  ; 
Nos  Bedemns, 
Et  videmuB 
ZJnum,  curiose. 

Forte  si  per  tuoliti  ictum 
Venerint  BudorcB, 

Infra  gelidum  salictum 
FugimuB  calorcs  : 
Ibi  multi 
PiBCes  Btiiiti 
Sunt  venandi, 
Et  captandi  : 
Prieda  talis 
Fluvialis  , 

Ut  est  invidenda  1 

Cabat  imber,  boapitalem 
Umbram  iadagamnr 
Sylvs  viridis,  ad  qualem 
Solo  reolinamur : 
CogitanteB 
Et  orantes : — 
"  Cum  tit  vita 


Mot*  »it,  vana 
Sunt  nmndana, 
I^ortutqae  meettnda." 

.J.  P.  M. 
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THE   WATERS.  OF   HERCU  L  E8.— P  ART   IX. 

CHAPTER    XXVIII. A   MODERN    MARTYR. 

"  Wenn  dod  en  ateilen  Berg  enteigBt 
Wint  du  betrftchtlich  acbcen.** 

— HxiifX. 

Like  a  fire  which  has  smouldered  as  to  the  authentioity  of  the  robber, 
so  low  as  to  have  almost  reached  calmly  raised  his  shoulders.  The 
extinction,  and  of  a  sndden  leaps  girl  was  a  Roumanian,  he  remark- 
into  new  flame,  so  did  the  half-  ed,  and  therefore,  of  course,  more 
forgotten  robber  -  panic  reawaken  inclined  to  falsehood  than  to  truth. 
with  ten-fold  strength,  when  one  The  account  she  gave  was  con- 
evening  it  became  known  that  the  fused  ;  superstitious  terrors  had 
Bohemian's  milk-girl  had  been  as-  bewildered  her  faculties.  At  the 
sanlted.  first  appearance  of  the  man,  she 

A  man*  had   burst  through  the  had  naturally  jumped  to  the  conclu- 

bushes,  while  she  was  alone  on  the  sion  that  this  was  the  wicked  spirit 

pathway;  had  first  torn  the  coin.  Jfta«anc)p^f€,under  whose  evil  bane 

necklace  from  her  throat,  and  flung  falls  every  Roumanian  who  is  fool* 

it  contemptuously  to  the  ground,  ish  enough  to  staled  at  the  oross- 

and  had  then  wrenched  her  basket  ing  of  two  roads  while  the  sun  is 

from  her,  and  seizing  on  the  fresh  setting.     *'  And,"  added  the  Bohe- 

cbeeses  w^hich  it  held,  had   disap-  mian,   with   scornful    pity,    **  the 

peared  again  in  the  forest.  stupid  girl  maintains  that  it  is  the 

A  robber  who  preferred  milk-  Tuesday   which  has  brought  her 

cheeses  to  gold    coins  could  not  bad  luck  ;  for — would  you  believe 

belong  to  the  most  dangerous  spe-  it  ? — these  people  here  call  the  Tues- 

cimens  of  his  kind ;  but  by   the  day  a  bad  day :  they  will  neither 

time  the  story  had  made  the  round  begin   nor  finish  anything   on    a 

of  the  place,  he  had  not  only  grown,  Tuesday.*' 

but  multiplied ;  and  there  seemed  .  ''  But  have  you  not  got  some- 
cause  enough  for  the  patrols  to  thingof  that  sort  in  Bohemia  too? ** 
walk  about  with  fixed  bayonets,  Gretchen  ventured  to  suggest, 
cballenffing  every  shadow,  and  tak-  '^  Why,  Friday  is  our  unlucky 
ing  each  other  into  custody,  in  the  day,"  said  the  Bohemian,  with 
name  of  the  king.                  i  wondering  simplicity.     *^  It  is  only 

*'  I  do  not  see  any  logical  grounds  such  ignorant  people  as  these  who 

for  giving  up  our  plan,"  said  Gret.  could  make  Tuesday  the  bad  day." 

chen,  on  tne  evening  of  the  event,  '^  Why,  then  Bohemians  can  be 

while  the  red-hot  story  was  being  superstitious  too?" 

discussed  beside  the  fountain.  Phe  Bohemian's  blue  eyes  ^ere 

There  bad  been  a  ionger  expedi-  fixed  upon  her  with  a  sort  of  sor- 

tion  than   usual    planned   for  the  rowful  reproach, 

next   day  :    they  had  intended  to  *^That  is    not    a    superstition, 

visit  a  cave  among  the  mountains,  Fraulein  ;  that  is  a  belief." 

and  now  the  party  was  weighing  '*  Well ;    but  to  return  to  the 

the  advisability  of  maintaining  or  robbera,"  said  Gretchen,  unwilling 

relinquishing  the  idea.  to   waste  time  upon  suoh  a  nice 

The  Bohemian,  being  consulted  definition  as  Bohemian  t^emi*  Ron- 


1885.]                 77l«  Waters  of  Hercuks.—Ptirt  IX.  601 

manian    superstition.      ''  Do    yon  ''  I  am  going  too.^ 

believe     there    is     any    danger?  There  was  a  general  start,  and 

Should  you  be  afraid  to  go  to  the  a  few  broken  exclamations.    Even 

hills  alone  ?  "  Kurt's  coolness  was  troubled  for  a 

Again  the  blue  eyes  gazed  at  moment.    Baron  Tolnay  was  the 

her  in  mild  surprise.  first  to  recover  his    presence  of 

"  I  am  afraid  of  no  man,  Fr&u-  mind, 

iein,  when  my  conscience  is  dear.''  '^  But  you  have  got  no  wading- 

"  And  if  we  were  to  meet  these  boots,  Princess." 
robbers,  what  would  they  do  to  The  Princess  stared  at  him  in- 
ns ? "  tensely.    She  had  to  reconcile  the 

''Take  away  our  money,  Fi^u-  idea  of  wading-boots  with  the  other 

lein."  idea   which   was    present   in   her 

''  And  if  we  had  no  money  ?  "  mind,  and  it  took  her  some  time  to 

''  Then  perhaps  cut  our  throats,"  do  it. 

said  the  Bohemian  in  an  apolo^tic  Istv&n  attempted  to  assist  the 

tone,  as  if  excusing  himself  fbr  process  of  th6ught. 

mentioning  such  an  unpleasant  sub-  '^  Tou  want  to  go  to  the  river, 

ject  before  ladies.  Princess  ?  " 

Gretchen's  face  fell  a  little.  "  No  ;  I  want  to  go  with  you  to 

"  Then  must  we  give  up  our  ex-  the  cave." 

pedition  ? "  They  had    talked    of    the  dry 

''  Oh  no,"  said  the  Bohemian,  weather,  of  the  departing  visitors, 

with  a  reassuring  smile  ;  "  there  is  of  the  principle  cures  of  uie  season 

no  need  to  give  it  up,  if  our  con-  since  tnen.  iPrincess  Tryphosa  was 

sciences  are  clear.     For,  after  all,  still  at  the  cave, 

death  must  come  sooner  or  later  ;  Here  was  a  fresh  electrical  sho<&. 

and  if  our  hour  has  struck,  we  can-  Nobody  believed  it  at  first.    More 

not  escape  from  it."  than  one  member  of    the  party 

''  Ye— es,"  said  Gretchen,  reflect-  ohaneed  colour.    Then  there  f ol- 

ively.  lowed  a  pause,  and  a  consciousness 

lliis  was  a  salutary,  but  not  a  of  general  constraint;  for  there  was 

particularly  cheerful  view  of  the  no  one  present  who  could  not  easily 

case.  guess  what  had  moved  the  Prin- 

"Oh,  our  consciences*  are  all  as  cess  to  this  stupendous  resolution, 

clear  as  crystal,"  said  Baron  Tol-  The    Princess    herself    neither 

nay,  breaking  into  the  conversation  changed    colour     nor  expression, 

with  a  laugh.  "Let  us  go  to  the  cave  She  sat  through  it    all   with  on- 

by  all  means."  moved  stolidity.    She  waited  with 

And  so  finally  it  was  decided  ;  inexhaustible    patience    until  the 

the  time  for  the' start  fixed,  and  the  small  waves  of  wonder,  of  inore- 

Bohemian  dismissed.  dnlity,    of     only   half-suppressed 

All  this  time  Princess  Tryphosa  amusement  had  broken  over  her, 
had  stood,  a  silent  member  of  the  as  the  waves  of  the  sea  break  over 
group.    She    made    no    comment  a  massive  and  immovable  rock, 
whatever    upon     the    plans  ;  bat  A  desperate  question  was  ven- 
presently,  when  Mr  Howard    left  tared  at  last  by  Gretchen. 
the  party,  sayine,   "  I  am  going  to  '*  Why  are  you  going?  " 
get  my  wadine-boots  and  have  an-  After     a     minute     of   intense 
other  cast  in  tne  river,"  the  little  thought,  the  Princess  gave  utter- 
group  was  electrified  by  the  an-  anoe  to  the  blackest  lie  of  whioh 
noancement  from  Tryphosajs  lips :  she  had  ever  been  gnilty  in  her  life: 
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<*  I  am  fond  of  caves."  nral  death,  and  thas  release  him. 

Then    Baron  Tolnay   made   an  It  was  only   the  inconvenient  ex« 

effort.  pression  of  that  love  to  which  he 

"  It  is  more    than   three  hours'  objected,  not  the  love  itself, 

walk,  Princess."  Her  announced    resolution  pro- 

"  I  know — but  I'm  going."  voked   him;  it  scarcely  disturbed 

»*<  The     way     is     tremendously  him,  and  he  knew  that  it  should 

rough."  not  balk  him.     Living,  as  he  did, 

"  I  know — but  I'm  going."  only  in  the  excitement  of  his  prefr* 

Only  another  useless  wave.     It  ent  passion,  everything  outside  it 

passed  over,  leaving  no  mark  on  dwindled  in  importance.     He  was 

the  rock.     The  resolution  had  not  madly  in  love,  and  he  did  not  care 

been  an  impulse;  Princess Trvphosa  who    saw   it.     Princess  Tryphosa 

had  no  impulses.     Every  thought  herself  must  see  it  sooner  or  later, 

with  her  required  to  be  carefully  Let  her  see  it  sooner,  then,  if  she 

planted  and  slowl  v  ripened  until  it  be  fool  enough  to  bnj  the  inf onna- 

was  perfect.     It  had  taken  days,  tion  at  the  cost  of  so  much  personal 

even  weeks,  before  she  had   con-  discomfort. 

fessed  to  herself  freely  that  Istv&n  The    others  fancied  that  when 

Tolnay  was  deserting  her  for  the  the  moment  of  ascent  came,  and 

sake  of  the  German  girl.  Tryphosa  found  herself  in  face  of 

That  point  once  established,  she  the  reality,  her  resolution  would 

recognized  the  necessity  of  doing  fail.     Istv&n  Tolnay  knew  better, 

something.      After    several  more  This  woman   hated  action  and 

days  of    reflection,    she    resolved  despised  exercise  ;  she  was  terrified 

what  that  something   was  to  be.  of  the  robbers,  she  suffered  from 

The  principal  cause  of  her  uneasi-  giddiness  and  loss  of  breath  ;  bat 

ness  was  those  mountain  expedi-  there  was  a  feeling  in  her  that  was 

tions,  so  fatally  conducive  to  tete-d  stronger  than  her  hatred  of  aotion 

tetes.  Having  failed  to  keep  Istvan  and    ner    contempt    of     exercise, 

from  them,  she  had  at  last  matured  stronger  than  her  dread  of  bodily 

the  tremendous  idea  of  joining  them  discomfort,  stronger  than  her  fear 

herself.  of  the  robbers  :  it  was  her  love  for 

Tolnaj's  first  effort  was  his  last.  Istv&n  Tolnay. 
The  Princess's  resolutions  might  And  so,  to  the  wonder  of  the 
take  long  to  ripen  ;  but,  once  world,  it  came  to  pass  that  Princess 
ripened,  no  power  on  earth  was  Tryphosa,  who  was  used  to  spend 
capable  of  balking  them.  Tolnay  her  day  on  a  soft-cushioned  conch, 
knew  the  woman  too  well — too  lying  motionless  for  hours  at  a 
fatally  well — not  to  be  aware  of  time ;  Princess  Tryphosa,  whose 
this.  After  all,  it  mattered  noth-  feet  were  used  to  nothing  harder 
ing.  It  was  to  be  regarded  merely  than  embroidered  Turkish  slippers; 
as  an  inconvenience-merely  as  one  who  had  never  in  her  life  seen  the 
more  stone  to  be  kicked  out  of  his  inside  of  a  forest,  nor  walked  ap 
path.  Her  whole  love  was  an  in'  anything  steeper  than  the  stair- 
convenience  ;  and  yet  it  was  char-  case  of  a  premier — ^it  came  to 
acteristic  of  Istvan  that,  even  when  pass  that  this  marvel  of  luxurious 
pressed  hardest  between  his  new  indolence  actually  put  her  high- 
passion  and  the  troublesome  con-  born  feet  to  the  base  use  of  moun- 
sequences  of  his  old  one,  the  wish  tain-climbing, 
never  once  occurred  to  him  that  It  may  sound  a  small  thing  to 
IVyphosa's  love  should  die  a  nat-  English  ears  ;  but  many  a  grander 
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sacrifice,  many  a  torture  endured,  his  stick  with  the  other,  and,  look- 
many  a  bloody  martyrdom,  has  been  in^  down  at  the  sobbing  woman, 
less  heroic.     It  is  necessary  to  have  said  in  an  encouraging  tone — 
watched     a     Roumanian    woman  "  Plevrez,   madame ;    cela  vous 
dragging  herself  through  the  lazi-  soulagera  P^ 

ness  of  her  everyday  life,  before  The  effect  might  have  been  ex- 
such  a  heroism  can  be  measured.  pected.     Tryphosa,  though  she  was 

And  Princess  Tryphosa  had  the  a  slow  woman,  was  yet  a  woman, 

a^ony  to  see  that  it  was  all  in  vain,  and,  being  encouraged  to  weep,  she 

Her  immolation  was  disregarded,  dried    her  tears    with   something 

her   martyrdom   was  uncrowned  ;  that  almost  approached  to  alacrity, 

there  was  no  aureole  for  her  head,  "  Have  we  lost  our  way  ?"  she 

no  palm  for  her  hand.     Far  on  in  asked. 

front  she  could  see  Istvan  by  Kurt  did  not  think  they  had 
Gretchen's  side,  giving  to  the  light-  lost  their  way  yet,  but  believed  it 
footed  Gretchen  the  assistance  of  not  at  all  improbable  that  they 
which  she,  the  heavy-stepping  Try-  should  lose  it  presently,  consider- 
phosa,  stood  so  much  in  need.  She  ing  that  the  others  were  out  of 
had  torn  her  long  silk  dress  ;  she  sight,  and  that  he  himself  had 
had  walked  through  the  soles  of  never  been  in  this  part  of  the  for- 
her  shoes  ;  her  lace  was  hanging  in  est  before.  He  hinted  at  thie  ad- 
shreds  ;  the  amber  rosary  which  she  visability  of  advancing, 
carried  in  her  pocket  had  snapped  "  Not  yet,"*  said  the  Princess, 
its  cord,  while  the  yellow  beads  "  I  must  rest  a  little  longer,  and  I 
went  bounding  down  the  hill ;  she  must  think." 

had    struggled    and     panted    and  Thinking  was  much  easier  when 

gasped,   battling  bravely  through  sitting  at  the  foot  of  a  tree  than 

it  all,  and  uttering  no  complaint,  when  scrambling  up  a  slippery  path. 

But  at  last,  when  standing  breath-  "  Very  well,"  said  Kurt, 

less   and   flushed   on  the  top  of  a  The   Princess   began   to    think, 

steep  path,  she  looked  on,  and  per-  She   was   reviewing  her    position, 

ceived  that  those  figures  in  advance  Her  tactics  had  been  a  failure.    She 

had  vanished,  and  found  that  she  had  hoped  that  her  presence  would 

herself  was  abandoned  by  all  save  be  a  check  upon  Tolnay,  and  she 

the  good-natured   Kurt,  who  had  had  found  out  that  it  was  not.    Nor 

cheered  on  her  passage  by  an  oc-  would  it  ever   be,  for  these  three 

casional  display  of   his   very  best  hours  up  the  hill  had  shown  her 

French, — now,  at  last,  her  strong  how    wildly  and    how    recklessly 

spirit  seemed  in  danger  of  breaking.  Istvan    was    in    love.     Her     first 

Collapsing  to   a   limp   heap   of  effort  had  failed  ;  she  must  make 

lilac  silk,  she  sank  down  at  the  foot  another,  but  in  another  direction, 

of  a  beech-tree,  and  slowly  taking  That  was   what    she  required    to 

out  a  costly  lace  handkerchief,  she  think  about, 

deliberately  burst  into  tears.  .  "  Does  your  sister  always  walk 

What  did    Kurt   do  ?     Did   he  as  fast  as  this  ?"  she  inquired, 

attempt  to  dry  her  beautiful  eyes,  "  Usually.     I    am    always    tell- 

as   some   men  would  have  done  ?  ing  her  to  take  things  easily,  but 

Was  he  terrified  at  the  hysterical  she   does   not  listen   to  me.     She 

storm  of  feminine  emotion,  as  some  likes  preaching  better  than  being 

other  sort  of  men  might  have  been  ?  preached  to  ;   and  when  I  hit  at 

Neither  of  the  two.     Kurt  put  ner  obstinacy,  she  hits  at  my  ex- 
one  hand  into  his  pocket,  twined  pensive  habits." 
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The  Princess  had  raised  her  .eyes  beech  tree,  she  had  made  no  more 

as  she  put  her  question,  and  they  complaint.     Her    shoes    were    in 

still  remained  fixed  on  Kurt's  face,  tatters  indeed,  and  the  hem  of  her 

It  was  not  as  if  she  were  looking  at  dress   was   in   a   fringe  ;  but  she 

him  :  it  was  only  as  if  she  had  for-  dragged  herself  along,  clinging  to 

gotten  to  remove  her  eyes  while  Kurt  s  arm,  and  bearing  her  suifer- 

she  pursued  her  meditations.    Kurt  ings  ^n  silent   agony.     There  was 

did  not  tind  that  fixed  gaze  to  be  something    of    an   almost    divine 

in  the  least  degree  embarrassing.  heroism  about  this  heavily  beauti- 

"  She  does  not   listen  to   you  ?  f ul  Roumanian  Princess. 

Does  she  ever  listen  to  anybody  ?"  When  they  had  reached  the  top 

<<  Not  often,  I  admit ;   she   has  of  the  next  steep  slope,  her  face 

got  such  a  terribly  hard  head,  you  was  flushed  to  a  deep  purple,  and 

see,  and  is  so  tremendously  logical  her  fourth  silk  flounce  had  given 

and  strong-minded.     I  believe  she  way  ;  and  yet  upon  her  breatnlQSS- 

fancies  herself  sent  into  the  world  ly  parted  lips  there  was  a  smile,  for 

as  a  sort  of  missionary  to  the  great  she  had  thought  out  the  situation, 

tribe  of  the  illogical  :   tvhat   she  The  case  was  intricate,   and  her 

would  like  best  would  be  to  dis-  means  well  nigh  exhausted.    Tears, 

tribute  lo^ic  and  justice  all  round  ;  supplications,  and  reproaches,  had 

she  says  they  are  synonymous."  all  tailed  in  reviving  Istvan's  ex- 

''  Thank  you  ;  but  please  do  not  tinfi;uished  love.     It  is  true  that 

speak  so  fast."  jealousy  still  remained  ;  and  Try- 

The  Princess  was  silent,  care-  phosa  had  reflected  upon  the  ad- 

fuUy  dissecting  the   various  ele-  visability  of    awakening   Istvan's 

ments  of  thought  which  were  con-  jealousy — had  carefully  considered 

tain^  in  Kurt's  phrase.  the  idea,  had  weighed  it,  and  re- 

Kurt  was  silent  also ;  he  found  jected    it.    Such    petty    manoeu- 

the  Princess  puzzling,  and  he  did  vrings  did  not  suit  the  Princess, 

not    know    what    he    was    being  There   were  none   of  those  little 

thanked  for.  weaknesses  about  her,  and  no  taint 

Presently  he  found  the  Princess  of  meanness.     Her  mind  had  been 

more  puzzling  still,  when  after  a  mapped  out  on  a  larger  scale.    She 

little  silence  she  said —  was  going  to  use  means  more  sim- 

"  Then  you  think  that  she  would  pie  and  more  courageous — perhaps 

understand  justice  !"             *  also  more  desperate.   Having  failed 

"  I  think  she  would  box  my  ears  to  work  upon   the  man,   she  was 

if  I  told  her  she  did   not,"  said  going  to  try  and  work  upon  the 

Kurt,  cheerfully  ;  and  then  he  pro-  woman, 

posed  that  they  should  go  on.  '<  Where  can  they  have  all  gone 

**  Yes  ;  I  am  fond  of  caves,"  said  to  ?"  asked  the  Princess,  staring  all 

the  poor  Princess,  in  a  rather  woe-  round  her  and  above  her  and  below 

begone,  tone,  as  with  the  help  of  her  in  open-mouthed  wonder ;   for 

his  arm  she  struggled  to  her  feet  they  were  standing  on  a  tiny  plat- 

and  resumed  the  battle  with  the  form  with  no  apparent  eftresB, 

hill.  Below  there  was  a  glimpse  of 

''Look,  m]^  shoes  are  all  torn  rocky  mountain-tops, surging awaj 
and  my  foot  is  bleeding,"  she  had  like  a  sea  of  petrified  waves,  to 
said  to  Kurt,  merelv  as  though  break  on  the  horizon.  Around 
stating  a  fact,  not  asking  for  any  the  spot  on  which  thev  stood  the 
compassion  ;  for  after  that  one  ground  was  covered  witn  berberry- 
burst  of  tears  at  the  foot  of  the  bushes,  where  the  ripe  berries  hang 
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in  bunches,  like  tassels  of  shaded  s  w6man  to  do  things  by  halves, 

red.     Straight  in  front  of  them  She  had  walked  over  thorns  and 

stood  a  waS  of  rock,  and  at  the  stones — she  might  as   well  walk 

foot  a  low  opening,  half  masked  into  a  damp  cave, 

by  scraegy  brushwood.  "  Yes  ;  I  am  fond  of  caves,"  she 

"  Holloa  !  "  said  Kurt ;  *^  this  is  said,  rather  faintly  ;  and,  rallying 

the  cave.     I  hear  their  voices  in  her  resolution  for  the  crowning 

there.     Nothing  for  it  now  but  to  effort,  she  went  forward  without 

follow  them."  another  murmur,  trailing  her  silk 

The  Princess  leaned  a  little  more  dress  after  her,  carrying  with  her 

heavily  on  his  arm,  and  gasped —  a  perfume  of  distilled  roses,  and  a 

"  Must  I  go  into  that  hole  r  "  general  air  of  mock  Parisian  ele- 

"You  are  fond  of  caves,  you  gance. 

know.  Princess."  Never  before  had  that  wall  of 

She  was  a  courageous  woman,  rook  looked  down  upon  anything 
tho.ugh  she  was  so  un  wieldly.  She  as  beautiful  as  her  face  or  as  in- 
had  gone  through  so  much  this  congruous  as  her  costume.  The 
day,  that  really  one  discomfort  rock  stared  down  in  blank  and 
more  or  less  could  not  matter  frigid  surprise  as  the  last  tip  of 
much.  Her  cup  of  bitterness  her  coloured  train  glided  vanish- 
misht  as  well  be  quite  full  as  half  ine  into  the  cave  like  the  tail  of  a 
full.    Princess  Tryphosa  was  not  gbttering  serpent. 


CHAPTER  XZIX. — BT  TORCHLIGHT. 
"  Leicht  ist  di  HQlie  die  d«n  Htat  bedeckt."—AumimBft. 

Though    the   hole  in  the  rook  The  air  was  chill  and  clammy;  the 

was  so  low  that  mountain-gnomes  voices  of  the    speaJcera    sounded 

alone  could  have  entered  it  upright,  unnatural,  striking  weird    echoes 

yet  it  proved  to  be  the  portal  of  a  against  far-off  comers,  and  rolHng 

space  more  suited  to'giajits  than  to  back  towards  them  with  a  hollow 

dwarfs.  murmur.    And    in    every  silence 

As  the  party  stood  together  in  that  fell   they  could  hear  a  note 

the    cave    they    looked  no  m<Mre  of  melancholy    music, — ^the  alow, 

than  a  tiny  group,  and  the  flames  sad  dropping  of  the  ever-filtering 

of  their  firwood  torches  were  but  water,    which,    with    the  patient 

little  spots  of    light,  lost  in  the  toil  of  centuries,  had  worked  out 

vast^blackness  around.    Their  pro*  the  intricacies  of  that  wondei^al 

gross  was  not  easy,  for  the  around  fretwork  ceiling, 

was  slippery  with  damp,  and  irr^-  ^*  I  suppose  the  rock  is  saf e,**  re* 

ularly    strown  with  large  round  marked  vincenz,  staring  upwards 

stones.      Above  their  heads  the  at  the  white  stone  iddes. 

vaulted  ceiling  rose  away  out  of  The    Bohemian     shrugged   his 

the  circle  of  li^ht ;   hollows  and  shoulders. 

undefined  niches  blackened  vaguely  **  It  may  be  safe,  or  it  may  not ; 

on  all  sides.    But,  where  the  ceil-  if  the  day  and  hour  for  our  death 

ing  lowered,  it  was  of  a  snowY  have  come,  there  is  no  use  trying 

glistening  white,  a  fine  fretworl  to  escape  it."  . 

of  deUcate  points  hanffmg  down-  ''  Let  us  hone  for  the  best,"  said 

ward,  like  icicles  turned  into  st<me^  Kurt,  cheerfully. 
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"  And  the  best  is  surely  a  ;good  ther,"  she  decreed,  while  with  her 
death,"  returned  the  Bohemian,  torch  held  hi^h  she  looked  around 
"  only  that  I  should  be  loath  to  her.  <'  This  is  only  the  ground- 
breathe  my  last  in  this  strange  floor,  and  I  want  to  see  the  upper 
land."  storeys  ;  don't  you  see  that  we  have 

The  Bohemian  never  lost  an  op-  got  staircases  all  round  us  ?     We 

portunity   of  airing  his  favourite  can    explore  every   one  of  theae 

complaint,  and  even  Gretchen  had  niches  up   there  ;  and  I    daresay 

given  up  arsuing  with  him  on  the  we  could  walk  all  round   the  cave 

point.     In  face   of   all  logic,  and  upon  that  ledge,  although  perhaps 

despite  the  clearest  demonstration,  it  is  a  little  slippery." 

he  insisted  on  considering  himself  '^  And    we    can   illuminate   the 

as  a  stranger  and  an  exile.  place  with  our  torches,"  completed 

"  Are  we  going  out  again  soon?  "  Istvan,  who,  while  Gretchen  spoke, 

asked  Tryphosa,  in  a  tone  of  des-  had  already  commenced  to   spring 

perate  resignation.  up  the  perilous  rocks  at  the   side. 

Since  they  had  done  their  duty  "  It  is  quit'e  safe,  Fraulein  MoLr," 
by  looking  at   the   cave,  she  did  he  said,  turning, 
not  see  why  the  torture  should  be  "  It  is  quite  safe.   Princess,"  re- 
prolonged,  peated  Gretchen.     "  Are  you  com- 

"  Going  out    again  !  "  repeated  mg  up  also?" 
Gretchen  ;  "  why,  we  have  scarce-  There  was  a  flash  of  cruel  cold- 
ly come  in."  ness,  of  an  almost  wicked  triumph, 

"  But  we   cannot  go   further,"  in  the  gaze  wliich  met  Tryphosa's. 

said  the  poor  Princess,  in  an  accent  The  Princess  stood  dumb  before 

which  might  have  moved  a  heart  it ;  while    her  hand   instinctively 

of  marble.  And  yet  the  very  tone,  felt  for  the  wrecks  of  the  amber 

instead  of  softening  her  fair  and  rosary,    just   as   she   would  have 

cruel  rival,  seemed  rather  to  steel  sought  to  protect  herself  from  the 

Gretchen  against  pity.  presence  of  some  evil  spirit. 

All  day  long  the  girl  had  been  She  stood  in  a  sort  of  trance, 
in  a  strange  humour — a  mood  of  feeling  as  if  every  tone  of  that 
recklessgaiety;  different  altogether  clear  voice  was  cutting  into  her 
from  her  usual  self-possession.  She  heart  like  a  silver  blade,  knowing 
seemed  like  a  teetotaller  who  has  that  every  movement  of  that  grace- 
indulged  in  wine,  and  has  become  f  ul  figure  was  a  step  which  crushed 
light-headed  in  consequence.  Per-  her  happiness, 
haps  Tryphosa's  presence  had  spur-  She  saw,  as  if  in  a  dream,  that 
red  her  on  to  this  open  encourage-  Gretchen  was  mounting  the  rooka, 
ment  of  Tolnay,  in  which  she  had  and  that  Tolnay  held  out  his  hand 
never  so  undisguisedly  indulged  ;  to  help  her ;  she  saw  but  these 
perhaps  Istvan's  homage,  now  quite  two  figures  alone,  and  she  heard 
ostentatious,  had  intoxicated  her  not  a  word  of  what  the  others 
for  the  moment,  giving  that  red-  around  were  speaking, 
rose  flush  to  her  cheek  and  that  There  had  been  a  general  protest 
deep  brilliancy  to  her  eves.  She  at  Gretchen's  first  step  up  the 
was  lovely  ;  and  yet  there  was  rocks.  Mr  Howard  had  argued, 
about  her  loveliness  to-day  some-  even  Kurt  had  objected  ;  only  Dr 
thing  that  repelled  even  while  it  Komers  had  stood  by  silent. 
f  a^inated,  something  that  startled  ^'  Do  not  go  up  there,  Frftalein  ; 
even  while  it  dazzled.  it  is  not  safe^"  entreated  the  Bohe- 

"  We  can  go  a  great   deal  fur-  mian. 
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"  It   is    quite    safe,"    answered  lone,  "  I  entreat  of  you  to  come 

firetchen  serenely,  from  the  altp-  down." 

pery  platform  on  which  she  stood  ;  "  NobocJv  need  come  np  who  is 

*'  and  besides,  you  know,  if  my  day  afraid,"  said  Tolnay,  witli  a  laugh 

and  hour  have  come "  that  was  all  but  insolent. 

They   bad     reached    the  ledge  Vinceuz  did   not  answer  him ; 

where  a  niche  in  the  rook  formed  he  did   not  even  look  at  him  ;  bis 

a  sort  of  sanctuary,  a  white  stone  eyes  were  fixed  on  Gretchcn. 

cbspel,  which  shone  like  ice  in  the  "  I  beg  you  to  come  down,"  be 

torchlight.     The  stone  was  broken  said  again  ;  "  your  father  has  made 

here  into  the  finest  laoe-work,  and  me  responsible  for  yonr  safety." 

twisted  into  Gothic  columns.  Still  she  did  not  speak,  standing 

"I  have  found  some  silver,"  said  as  immovable  as  the  stone    pillar 

Gretcben,  as  she  put  up  her  hand,  beside,  her,  with  her  hand  in  Tol- 

and  broke  off  one  of  the  eliBtening  nay's,  but  with  her  eyes  on  those 

icicles  which  hung  in  a^Uiick  and  of  VineenK.     She  appeared  to  be 

dazzling  fringe  above  her,  hesitating,  though  she  said  not  a 

Her   arm  was  round  the  pillar,  word, 

and  as  she  bent  forward,  her  looa-  "  My  dear    Dr  Komers,"  called 

«ned  plaits  slipped  from  their  hold  back  Iatv4n,  "  do  you  really  think 

and  hung  down  her  back.     To  the  that  nobody  hut  yourself  can  take 

spectators   below  she  looked  like  care   of   Frtiiilein    Mobr?    Might 

some     vision     that    was    scart-ely  you  not  at  least    leave   her  a  little 

earthly;    to    Tryphosa's  eyes    she  choice  in  the  matter  ?  " 

was    a   tempting   siren,    wno   was  "  Gretcben,  come  down  !  I  insist 

luring   her  lover  iqto  that  crystal  on  it ! "     It    was    hla  voice  again, 

bower  to  bide  him  for  ever  away  but    this    lime   raised,    sharp,  and 

from  her  sight.                               "  peremptory. 

As  for  Istv&n,  he  could  not  look  He  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  rock 

away  ;   the    surroundings    excited  and  looVeii  upwards;  and  Gretchen. 

his  ever-ready  fancy.     This  scene  still    besitatmg,    looked    down    at 

bore  something    of    the  fairy-like  him.     By  bis   attitude  and  by  his 

glamour  of  that  other  scene,  when  eyes,  by  the  pallor  of  his  face  and 

he  had  found  Gretchen  asleep  on  the  suppressed  passion  of  his  tone, 

the  bank  in  the  sunset.     From  the  she  knew  that  in  a  second  mora  he 

loosened  waves  of  her  hair  there  would  be  standing  beside  her  on 

seemed  to  jiour  a  Hood  of  tire.    He  the  ledge,  and  that  her   obedience 

v/An    bewildered    and  blinded — be  would  be  taken  by  force,  if  it  were 

saw  nothing  but    her.       Without  not  now  given  with  ber  will, 

thinking  of   what  lie  did,  he  put  "  Stay  here !"  whispered  Tolnay, 

out  his  hand  and  touched  the  curl-  beside  her. 

ing  end  of  her  hair.  "  Come  down  ! "  said  Vincen?:, 

"  And  I  have  found  some  gold,"  once  more, 

be  said,  very  low,  "  the  most  Deau-  She  made  no  answer  to  either, 

tiful  that  the  world  holds."  but  mechanically  she  dropped  Tol- 

"  Gretchen  !"  nay's  hand  ;    and    with    her    eyes 

Who  was  calling  her?      Whose  still  fixed  on  Vincenz,  she   made 

voice  was  that  ?    So  familiar  and  a  step  downwards,  then  stood  still, 

yet  no  changed  ?     So  calm,  and,  in  then  made  another  step  ;  moving 

Its  very  calmness,  so  startling  ?  all  the  time  with  the  blind  gropip^ 

''  Gretcben  !  "said  Vincen/. again,  gestures    of   a  somnambulist,  oon- 

and  still  in  that   studiously  quiet  scious  that  her  will  was  gone  from 


508  Tht  Waters  of  Hercules.— Fart  IX. 

her — that  she  would  have  liked  to  and   opportunity  :    it    cannot    be 

resist,  but   could    not,  feeling   as  here." 

though  his  eyes  made  it  impossible  ''  Perhaps    you    prefer    not    to 

for  her  to  disobey.  quarrel,"  muttered  the  Hungarian^ 

After  the  first   two  steps    she  with  a  glance  of  deadly  hatred. 

staggered,   and  her  nerve  seemed  He  had   been   flushed  a  minute 

all  at  once  to  give  way.     Climbing  ago,  but   he  was  paler  now  thsB 

the    rock   with   her    back  to   the  Vincenz  himself.      It  was  a  ter- 

danger  had  been  a  very  different  rible  revelation  which  had  opened 

thing  from  this  sickening  descent,  before  his  eyes.     For  the  first  time 

She  stood  clinging  to  a  ledge,  not  he  had  felt  that  this  man  was  to 

daring  to  move  another  step,  not  be  feared:  and  IstvanTolnay  coald 

daring  to  look  either  up  or  down,  not  fear  a  man  without  hatiiie  hinu 

Before  the  dizziness  was  passed.  It  was  an  alarming   revelation,  a 

she  heard  Dr  Komers's  voice  close  rude  shock  to  his  passion,  a  mortal 

beside  her.  wound  to  his  vanity. 

**  Give  me  your  hand,"  he  said,  "  Certainly  I  prefer  not  to  quar- 

in   a  tone  of  cold  command,  and  rel," — and  Vincenz  turned  his  pale 

she  gave  it  to  him.  proud  face  to  his  rival ;  then,  witk 

''Lean  on  my  shoulder."  recovered  calmness, he  moved aw^y 

She  obeyed,  wondering  at  her  towards  the  others, 

own    docility,   and  seeing  not    a  The  Bohemian  was  kindling  fresh 

step  of    the    perilous  descent  be-  torches  to  light  their  passage  out ; 

fore  her.  and  the  half-burnt  pieces   of  fir- 

Without  a  word,  Vincenz  lifted  wood  had  been  stucK  about  into 

her  off  her  feet  and   in   the  next  convenient  cracks    of    the    rock. 

minute  she   was  standing  at  the  High   up,    on    the    ledge    where 

bottom,  released  from  his  arm,  but  Gretchen  had  stood  witn  Tolnay, 

still  trembling  and   grown    sud-  there  was  a  torch  burning  its  last^ 

denly  pale  and  breathless.  for  she  had  left    it   in  the  niche. 

Istvan   had  watched   the  scene  It  crackled  and  flared,  dyeing  the 

from  above,  glaring  down  at  the  white  stone  all  sCround  with  change* 

two  figures,  but  offering  no  assist,  ful  tints,  and  shooting  arrows  of 

ance.     He  descended  the  rock  leis-  brilliant    light    into  dimly  seen, 

urely   now,  and  came  up   to    Dr  ghostly-grey  hollows. 

Eomers.  While  the  party  still  stood  in  a 

**  You  need  not  have  disturbed  group,   watching    the  iniprompta 

yourself,"  he  began,  in  a  tone  of  illumination,    Pnncess    Tryphosa 

artificial  politeness.     ''  I  also  have  was  observed  to  turn  pale ;  very 

got  brains  in  my  head  ;  I  also  have  gradually  of  course— no  change  in 

fot  eyes  and   arms,  and  Fraulein  her  ever  was  sudden. 

[ohr*s  safety  is  as  much  in  my  care  In  a  sort  of  shapeless  alarm  the 

as  yours."  others  glanced  around  them.    The 

'^  It  scarcely  appeared  so,"  said  place  was  not  soothing  to  humaa 

Vincenz,  icily.  nerves  ;    and  every  one  was  con- 

Istvan's  eyes  flashed  fire.  scious  of    feeling  a  little  on  the 

''Do  you   dare  to  doubt?"  he  strain.    Had  the  Princess   heard 

broke  out  in   a  higher  and  more  any    noise?      seen    any    danger 

offensive    tone ;    but  the    lawyer  threatening  ? 

stepped  him —  Oh  no  ;  the  cause  of  Tryphosa's 

'*If  you   wish  to  anarrel  with  change  of  colour  dated  farther  baok 

me.  you  must  find  a  oetter  place  than  that.    She  had  only  now  dis- 
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tinctly  realised  the  daager  which  She  meohanically  took  the  aim 
had  just  been  passed.  which  Dr  Eomers  offered  her  in  * 

She    looked    up    at    the    niche    silence, 
above,  and  shuddered.    It  was  a       The    others   began    to    follow^ 
very    substantial    shudder    which    straggling  off  singly.      Gretchen 
passed  through  her  frame.  was  still  busy  with  her  hair.    She 

''  Great  heavens  !  "  she  gasped,  had  not  regained  either  her  colour 
"  what  a  danger  !  One  false  step,  or  her  voice.  From  the  moment 
and  he  would  have  been  down  of  her  descent  from  the  niche,  her 
there,  a  dead  man  !  Oh,  Istv&n  ! ''  gaiety  of  the  morning  was  eztin- 
— and  she  clutched  at  his  arm, —  guished ;  pale  and  listless  she  sat^ 
'Met  us  go,  let  us  go  away.  I — ^I  and  scarcely  noticed  what  passed 
don't  think  I  like  caves  verv  much  around  her. 
after  all ;  oh,  come  away  I ''  Tryphosa's  appeal  to  Tolnay  had 

'^  Yes,"  said  Istvdn  absently,  for  been  the  first  sound  that  roused 
he  scarcely  heard  her.  His  eyes  her,  and  guessing  at  the  slieht 
were  on  Gretchen,  where  she  sjit  which  was  given  and  received,  tor 
apart  on  one  of  the  round-topped  her  sake,  as  she  knew„  it  waa 
stones,  silently  plaiting  up  her  dis-  scarcely  triumph  that  she  felt,  but 
ordered  hair.  rather  fear.    She  trembled  to  see 

"  Come  with  me,  Istv&n  ! '' —  what  power  she  held  over  Istv&n 
Tryphosa  still  clung  to  his  arm —    Tolnay. 

'^  help  me  out ;  do  not  stay — there  With  a  nervous  glance  after  the 
is  danger  for  you  here."  departing  figures,  she  rose  to  her 

Her  voice  sank  to  a  whisper,  feet  to  follow.  Istv&n  was  the 
She  was  attempting  to  draw  nim  only  one  who  had  lingered  behind, 
with  her  ;  but  m  the  same  instant  '^  Is  the  last  of  the  illumina- 
she  let  go  his  arm,  for  he  had  tion  to  be  wasted?"  he  asked, 
turned  and  given  her  a  look— one  '^  Do  you  not  want  to  see  the 
of  those  fierce  looks  before  which  torches  bum  down  ?  " 
she  always  trembled.  It  scarcely  He  was  not  laughing  as  was  hia 
needed  the  word  of  warning,  mut-  wont ;  there  was  about  his  tone 
tered  between  his  teeth,  to  shake  and  eyes  a  seriousness  which 
her  from  him,  silent  and  subdued.     Gretchen  had  rarely  seen  in  hioL 

No  one  heard  what  he  said,  and  ^  I — I  think  I  must  ffo,"  she 
the  gesture  by  which  he  had  re-  faltered  ;  ''  the  torches  will  be  out 
leased  himself  had  been  scarcely  in  a  moment,  and  we  should  be 
seen  ;    but  the  scene  wanted    no   lost  in  the*  dark."  « 

interpretation  ;  its  meaning  was  *^  Ah,  I  understand " — and  he 
clear,  and  Istv&n's  next  words  bent  a  little  nearer  to  her — ^*  you 
made  it  clearer.  have  to    obe^  orders,  of  course. 

'^  Why,  don't  you  know  that  I  Has  the  fanuly  lawyer  given  hia 
am  far  too  young  and  unsteady  for  commands  ?  "  He  was  lauglung 
a  ffuide  ?  "  he  said,  with  a  short,  again,  but  without  any  mirth, 
and  disagreeable  laugh.  '*  I  can  Ghretchen's  lips  quivered,  and 
recommend  you  no  better  proteo-  without  any  answer,  she  sat  down 
tor.  Princess,  than  Dr  Komers,  again  upon  the  round-topped  stone 
who  evidently  considers  himself  the  beside  her.  At  the  thought  of 
only  sensible  man  of  the  party."        her  most  unaccountable  obedience 

The  Princess  did  not  cnange  ex-  to  Dr  Eomers,  she  was  r«adv  to 
pression  ;  very  likely  she  hiul  not  sink  with  shame.  She  could  think 
yet  thoroughly  realised  her  defeat,    of  no  logical  reason  to  explain  her 
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•conduct ;    but    perhaps    by    now  romance.    *Do  you  remember   our 

'  lingering  behind,  she  might  hope  talk  that   evening  by  the    foun- 

to  redeem  at  least  the  shadow  of  tain  ? " 

her  independence.  "  Well,  yes,  my  memory  is  not 

There  were  many  more  of  the  shorty"  she  said,  with,  studied  in- 
round  -  topped     stones    scattered  difference. 

about ;      in    shape    like   monster  "  Do  you  remember  looking  into 

<;heeses,    and     in    brilliancy    like  the  water?" 

crystallised  sugar.  Isty&n  sat  down  "  Yes." 

upon  another  of  these  stones  ;  and  "  Did   you  see   anything  there, 

he  also  kept  silent.  I  wonder?"  said   Istv&n,  musing. 

The  torch  that  Gretchen  had  "Was  there  nothing  written  in 
left  in  the  niche  still  burnt  bright-  the  Waters  of  Hercules?" 
ly,  but  it  was  the  brightness  of  While  he  spoke,  a  second  torch 
approaching  death.  Each  smoul-  grew  faint  and  went  out.  There 
dering  piece  of  firwood  sent  its  were  only  three  more  torches  bum- 
floating  breath  upwards  in  circling  ing  now. 

wreaths.      The   lights  leaped   up  Gretchen  dared  give  no  answer 

iind  sank  down,  burning  deep   red  to  Istvdn's  last  words.     She  began 

and  palest  yellow  by  turns,  while  to  understand  that  she  had  done 

even  the  crackling  of  the  firwood  a  very  foolish  thing  when  she  sat 

was   enough   to   wake  whispering  down   again   upon   this  glittering 

•echoes  in  the  rock.  stone.     Far  ahead   she  could   see 

One  torch   flared   up,   scattered  the  rest  of  the  party  ;  the  light  of 

a  few  red  sparks,  then  died  down  their  torches    shone  towards  the 

in  an   instant,   swallowing,   as    it  narrow    entrance     of    the    cave. 

were,  a  whole  vista  of  rock  into  How  she  longed  to  be  with  them  ! 

•darkness.  She  would   have  risen,  but  some 

"  You  have  made  me  verj-  hap-  instinct  told    her    that  her    first 

py,"said  1st  van  at  last,  watching  movement   would   conjure  up  the 

her  Angers,  as  they  moved  in  and  crisis  which  she  dreaded  ;    safety 

out  of  her  hair,  still  plaiting  it  up.  la;^   only  in  quiescence  ;  she  was 

**  Your  happiness  is  cheap,  then,"  prisoner  upon  her  stone, 

she  said,  attempting  to  speak  light-  "  You    have    made    me    very 

ly,  though  her  heart  was  beating  happy,"  said  Istv&n  again,  slowly, 

fast  ;  "  and  I  don't  know  how  you  soitly,    with  a  sort  of  lingering 

come  by  it  now."  enjoyment  in    the  words  ;     "  and 

"  Don't  you  ?    Merely  by  your  you  have  made  some  one  else  very 

staying  here  when  I  asked  you."  '  unhappy." 

"  Really,  Baron  Tolnay,*  I  can-  He  paused  for  a  moment,  then 

not  see  how   so  absurd    a    trifle  said  between  his  teeth — 

should  affect  you  one  way  or  the  "  I  hate  that  man." 

otheV."  He  was  very  pale,  and  his-  eyes 

"  A    trifle  !  "    Istvan     gave    a  glittered  ;  but  the  words  had  been 

peculiar  smile.    "  What  is  a  trifle  ?  so  low  that    Gretchen   felt    her- 

A  ribbon  is  a  trifle  ;    a  flower  is  self  exempt  from  the  necessity  of 

a  trifle  ;  and  men  have  killed  each  answering.       And    what    answer 

other  for  less  than  that."  could  she  have  made,   even  had 

''Men  are  wiser  than  they  used  she  been    able  to  command  her 

to  be."  voice.    Every  word  seemed  loaded 

''  Ha !    Our  old  dispute  ;    the  with  gunpowder,  and    each    one 

age  of    reason    and    the  age   of  might  explode. 
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"  Another    torch     gone,"     said  He  spoke  slowly ;  but  his  eyes 

Istvan,  almost  in  a  whisper.  were  fevered  with  excitement. 

"It  will  be  dark  very  soon."  "Look  !  do  you  not  see?    The 

"  Very  soon,'!  he  said,  watching  same  words  that  were  written  in 

the  sinking  torchlight  dreamily.  the   fountain.     The    fire   and  the 

It   was   a   moment   of   strange,  water  speak  alike.     Gretchen,  will 

luxurious,  undefined,   yet    intense  you   not   tell   me   what   you   saw 

enjoyment  to  Istvan  Tolnay.     He  written  in  the  Hercules  fountain  ?" 

wished  to  prolong  the  sensation.  With  the  last  words  came  a  sud- 

He    was  drifting    towards    some-  den  cb&nge  of  tone.     Instinctively 

thing,  some  crisis   which   he  had  she  shrank  back, 

always  felt   was  coming,  and   to  He  bent  quite  close  to  her  and 

which  yet  he  had  never  distinctly  whispered — 

given  expression,  even  in  his  own  **  Was  there  not  written,  ^  Hove 

thoughts, — to    which    perhaps   he  you^  f^"*  and,  seizing  her  hand,  he 

had   no  right  to   give  expression,  dragged   it   to  his  lips.     "  I   love 

but   that    did    not    trouble    him.  you,  Gretchen,  more  than  my  life  I 

The    waters    which    carried    him  and  you  belong  to  me — you  belong 

along  breathed    such   a    soothing  to  me !" 

perfume,  such    a    narcotic    scent,'  He  was  kissing  both  her  hands, 

that   it  clouded   every   disturbing  and   the   plait    of   hair   she   held, 

thought.     That     which     he    was  She    felt    that     his    own    fingers 

going   to  do,  or   going  to  say  in  trembled,  and  were  burning  hot. 

the   next    minute,   he    had   never  At  the  same  moment,   a  stone 

distinctly  contemplated — not  yes-  displaced  by  one  of  the  torches  got 

terday,  not  this  morning,  not  even  loosened  from  its  hold,  and  went 

this    minute    exactly.     He    never  rattling  and  bounding  downwards 

made  plans,  and  he  bad  not  made  past  them. 

plans  either  in  this.     It  was  merely  "  I  am  frightened  !"  cried  Gret- 

that  he  felt  it  coming,  and   that  chen,  starting  from  her  glistening 

the  sensation  was  one  of  dreamy  seat. 

enjoyment.     He    wished    that    he  Her  fright    was  real    enough ; 

could  prolong  it  indefinitely.  but   it  was   not   the  stone  which 

"  We  ought  to  be  going,"  said  had  frightened  her. 

Gretchen  ;  "  there  is  only  one  torch  And,    without    giving   him    an 

remaining."  answer — without    casting    him    a 

"  Only  one  more  ?  so  much  the  glance — she    wrenched    her    hand 

better."  away,  and  hurried  on,  grop  ing  her 

The  last  torch  was  the   one  in  way  forward  to  the  daylight ;  while 

the  niche,  and  with  its  perishing  behind  her  the  last  torch  glowed 

fire   it   threw   a   golden  net   over  up   once   more,  like    a   fiery  .rose 

Gretchen's    hair.     It  flashed    and  fading  at   the  foot  of  the  white 

darkened  with  wild  changes,  fiick-  colnmn ;  then,  scattering  its  flam> 

ering    up    and    sinking,    only    to  ing  petals  to  the  air,  it  shrivelled 

flicker  up  again.  to   a  spark,   to    a   mere   point  of 

"  Look !"    said    Istvan,    "  there  light,   then   was  gone    altogether, 

are  good  words  written  in  the  fire  !  and  the  vast  cave  sank  back  into 

Can  you  read  them  ?"  its  habitual  darkness. 
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CHAITER   XXX. — A  (GRANTED    PRAYER. 
"  Vou8  l*aycz  vodIu,  Georges  Duidiii,  vous  Tavez  touIu."— Mqubre. 

The  morrow  of  the  visit  to  the  and  read  something ;  I  shall  be  at 

cave  was  the  eve  of  the  Franco-  your  disposal  presently.    lamffladf 

pazzi's  departure  from  the  Hercules  you   have  come,  for  I  wanted  to 

valley,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  talk  to  you.     A  little  more  to  the 

Gretchen  set  forth  to  pay  her  fare-  left,  please,  Ludovico  caro.^^ 

well  visit.  Gretchen,  sitting  down,  applied 

When  she  knocked  at  the  door  herself  to  the  only  shape  of  titer- 

of  the  apartments,  she  was  encour-  ature  visible,  which   was  Frenoh 

aged  to  enter  by  Belita's  voice  say-  fashion-papers.     Here  she  was  in* 

ing  '^  Avanti,^^  m  a  somewhat  muf-  formed  that  diamond  lizards  were 

fled  tone,  the  reason  of  which  was  out  of  fashion,  and  that  the  new 

soon  obvious  to  Gretchen.  shape   of    jacket    promised  to  be 

Belita  was  on  her  knees  in   the  a    wonderful     success.     She    was 

centre  of  the  room,  with  more  than  begged  not  to  suppose  that  chauB^ 

a  dozen  pins  in  her  mouth,  and  she  sure    was    remaining   stationary  ; 

was  busied  in  drapine  the  folds  of  also  she  was  recommended  to  wear 

a  long  grey  tunic.    This  grey  tunic  diamonds,    happily    mixed    with 

(destmed  to  form  part  of  the  Con-  opals. 

tessa's  travelling  dress)  was  at  this  She  tossed  the  paper  aside,  and 
moment  worn  by  the  Conte,  who,  leant  out  of  the  window.  Down 
in  the  character  of  lay-figure,  was  there  a  travelling  carriage,  ready 
standing  motionless  and  patient  packed  with  luggage,  stood  wait- 
before  his  wife.  He  did  not  make  mg  for  some  departing  visitor. 
a  bad  lay-figure  by  any  means  ;  he  The  Hercules  valley  was  beginning 
possessed  the  requisite  slenderness  to  wear  its  autumn  look — a  look 
of  waist,  and  the  requisite  serenity  of  desertion  and  solitude.  Every 
of  temper — in  the  matter  of  height  day  now  made  the  change  more 
alone  did  he  fall  short  of  the  de-  sensible.  There  were  fewer  people. 
sired  mark.  But  Belita  was  a  lounging  in  the  Cnrsalon,  fewer 
woman  of  resources  ;  she  had  ob-  people  walking  in  the  arcades  :  the 
viated  the  difficulty  by  making  her  meals  on  the  oleander-shaded  ve* 
lord  and  master  take  up  his  posi-  randah  grew  daily  less  noisy  and 
tion  on  a  footstool,  whicn  raised  his  less  crowded.  More  than  one  shop 
figure  to  the  majestic  proportions  had  put  up  its  shutters  for  ffoo^ 
desirable  for  ensuring  the  success-  and  stowM  away  the  unsold  thing* 
ful  fall  of  the  tunic.  in  the  big  wooden  packing-oasei 

The  Conte  bowed  with  all  the  which  had  brought  them  there  in 

grace  he  could  muster  under  the  spring.    The  sun  was  bright,  bat 

circumstances,  and  Belita,  having  no  longer  hot ;  the  air  so  chilled 

disposed  of  her  pins,  addressed  her  and  clear,  that  every  sound  in  the 

visitor  cheerfully.  valley  sharpened  into  aonte  dift> 

^'  They  looped  up  this  thing  so  tinotness.    They  had  seen  the  Her* 

atrociously,  my  dear,  that  I  have  cules  valley  slowly  waking  from  ite 

been  forced  to  do  it  all  over  again,  winter  sleep,  stretching  itself,  as 

I  could  not  have  travelled  a  mile  it  were,  yawning  and  nibbing  ite 

in  it,  as  it  was  ;   utterly  without  many  eves' ;  it  was  strange  now  to 

chic.    Take  a  chair,  my  dear  child,  watch  the  eyes  doting  one  by  one^ 
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ii8  the  place  slowly  sank  baok  into  mistaken  all  along  ?  Are  fortune 
the  heav}r  torpor  which  yearlyover-  and  happiness  after  all  two  things 
powered  it.  What  a  gulf  between  and  not  one  ?  " 
those  days  and  these  !  Was  there  "  Fortune  and  happiness  ?'*  Beli- 
not  a  whole  lifetime,  a  whole  world  ta  staggered  in  her  stupefaction, 
separating  now  and  then  ?  Then  not  so  much  at  the  words  as  at  the 
<jrretchen  had  felt  so  sure  that  the  tone.  She  fell  back  a  step,  actually 
Hercules  Waters  were  going  to  forgetful  of  the  chef-cToeuvre  of 
restore  her  father  to  health  ;  and  drapery  which  she  still  held,  and 
now  Adalbert  was  as  far  from  re*  stood  gazing  at  her  friend  with  a 
«overy  as  he  had  been  then.  Ah  !  sort  of  tender  fear, 
must  she  confess  it  at  last? — fur-  But  Belita's  presence  of  mind, 
ther  than  he  had  been  then.  Then  never  deserted  her  for  Ions.  Her 
■Gretchen's  path  in  life  had  lain  so  first  care  was  for  her  tunic,  ner  sec- 
broad  and  distinct  before  her — now  ond  for  her  friend.  Taking  Gret- 
■she  had  lost  her  way,  and  there  ohen  by  the  hand,  she  led  her  to  a 
was  no  sign-post  to  put  her  right  seat^  and  made  her  sit  down  ;  and 
a^ain  ;  then  she  had  been  content  Gretchen  sat  down  with  perfect 
with  her  prospects  of  fortune,  and  submission,  only  upon  her  face  and 
now —  Hi  her  widely  opened  eyes  there 

There  was  the  sound  of  a  stum-  was  a  look  of  hungry  expectation, 

ble  behind  her  ;  and  looking  round,  as  though  she  were  listening  for 

she    saw   the  Conte  Francopazzi  the  answer  of  an  oracle, 

'descending  from  his  elevation,  be-  ''Are  you  quite  sure  you    are 

ing  released  from  the  tunic,  and  not  ill  ?  ^  asked  Belita,  afEection- 

^ismissed  from  the  room.  atelv.    **  I  always  said  that  the  air 

''It  will  do  now,"  said  Belita  of  the  Hercules  valley  did  not  agree 

with  a  sigh  of  relief  ;   "  in  fact  I  with  you." 

4on't  think  I  should    be    sayine  "lam  quite  well,"  saidGretchen; 

too    much  if  I  called  it  a  cfief-  "  but  you  have  not  answered  me." 

d*ceuvre  of  drapery.    I  cannot  tell  "  Immediately,  my  dear  child  ; 

you   how  useful  it  is  to  have  a  what  doubt  can  you  have  of  my 

nusband  for  looping  up  your  tunics  answer?    ^Of  course  fortune  and 

on  ! "  happiness  are  two  names  for  one 

The  was  no  echo  to  the  senti*  thmg." 

ment ;  Gretchen,  without  a  word,  "  Sut  not  always  I  " 

flung  her  arms  on  to  the  wide  win-  "  Of  course  always." 

^ow-sill,  and  stared  down  at  the  "  How  do  you  know  it  ?  " 

street  below.  "  By  personal  experience.    I  am 

Belita  looked  at  her  friend's  back,  rich  and  I  am  happy  ;  therefore  it 

raised    her  eyebrows,   and  shook  stands  to  reason  uiat  when  you  are 

her  head.  rich — " 

"I  hope  she  is  not  losing  her  ,  "Oh  no,"  said  Gretchen,  pat- 
senses,"  reflected  the  Contessa  with  tinff  her  hands  to  her  ears —  "  stop  1 
a  twinge  of  anxiety;  "I  really  it  does  not  stand  to  reason  at 
must  speak  to  her."  idl, — nothing  stands  to  reason,  I 

But  before  Belita  had  time  to  think." 

speak,    Gretchen     herself    turned  Belita  had  no  right  to  tarn  her 

suddenly  from  the   window,  and  own  weapons  a^inst  her  ;  and  for 

ut  a  strange,  abrupt  question  to  the  first  time  it  struck  Gretchen 

er  friend.                    •  that  her  pet  phrase  sounded  weak 

"  Tell  me,  Belita,  have  I  been  and  senseless. 


I 
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**  Miseru'ordia  !      What  a  tem-  exactly,"  said  the  Contessa,  unper- 

Ser  !     Well,  you  can  follow  up  the  turbed. 

eduction  for-  yourself ;  you  were  "  But    are    you    and    I     wiser, 

always  the  stronger  of  us  two  in  Belita  ?    That  is  what  I  want  to 

logic.    You  know  how  hard  I  tried  know.     We  are  either  much  wiser 

for  the  prix  de  logique  which  you  or  much  more  foolish  than  the  rest 

carried  off  so  swimmingly."  of  the  world." 

"Why  will  you  keep   harping  Perhaps  the  growing    conster- 

on  that  old  story  ? "   was  the  im-  nation    of    Belita's  face   alarmed 

patient  retort.  Gretchen  as  to  what  she  had  said. 

Somehow  the  memory  of  that  Without  waiting  for  an  answer, 

triumph     was    not     a    congenial  she  snatched  up  the  fashion-paper 

thought  to-day  ;  and  with  a  start,  beside  her. 

Gretchen  checked  herself  on  the  "  Why  do  you  keep  nothine  bat 

verge   of   the   heretical  reflection  these  ridiculous  papers?     levels 

that    the    reputation    of     having  are  much  more  interesting." 

gained  a  prix  de  logique  is  not  the  **  Novels  !    just    as    I    feared,** 

easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  live  sighed    Belita  to    herself.       Her 

up  to.  worst  apprehensions  were  jastified. 

"  And  now,"  said  Belita,  care-  "  Did  you  read  that  novel  I  sent 
fully  scrutinising  her  friend's  face,  you,  Belita  ?  " 
"  be  80  kind  as  to  tell  me  what  "  I  glanced  at  it,  my  dear  ;  bat 
other  possible  answer  you  could  I  do  not  think  it  was  worth  finish- 
have  expected  to  your  most  in-  ing.  The  idea  of  makiuff  the  hero- 
comprehensible  question  ? "  ine  wear  a  chignon,  when  eyery 

"  I  thought  there  might  be  an-  educated  person  knows  that  ohiff- 

other  sort    of  happiness,  that  is  nons  were  quite  out  of  fashion  id 

all."    She  was  speaking  more  to  1870.     I  read  as  far  as  the  chignon, 

herself  than  to  Belita.  but  I  never  could  get  over  that.** 

'*  Misericordia  / "  murmured  the  "  Then   you  do  not  know  the 


Contessa,  wringing  her  hands,  '^  she  end  ?    I  sat  up  all  night 

has  been  reading  books  ;  Bhe  has  it." 

got  a  poetical  fit    upon   her.      I  '*  A  very  foolish  thing  for  yoo 

wonder  how  these  cases  should  be  to  do." 

treated  ?"  "  I  could  not  get  to  sleep  with- 

^*  What  other  sort  could  possibly  out  knowing  whether  the  heroine 

exist?"  she  continued,  after  a  dis-  would  give  up  the  hero  or  not, 

concerted  pause.     "  People  make  after  he  had  lost  his  fortune.** 

such  a  fuss   about   missing  their  ''And  she  did  not?" 

happiness,   and   so  on  ;    but  you  "  No  ;  she  did  not." 

and  I,  Margherita,  are  wiser  :    we  **  More  fool  she.      But  begot 

know  that  the  way  is  simple.     You  back  his  fortune,  of  course  ?    They 
have  only  got  to  marry  a  rich  man,  .  always  do  at  the  end  of  the  third 

who  is  good-natured,  and  who,  if  volume." 

possible,  matches  you  in  height, —  ''  He  did  set  back  his  fortone," 

whom  you  don't  mind  seeing  every  Gretchen  reluctantlv  admitted. 

day,  but  whom  'you  will   not  miss  Belita  shook  her  head, 

when  he   is   away,   and   who  can  ''  I    do    not    understand    you 

make  himself  useful — "  Margherita." 

"  For  looping  up  tunics  on,  for  "  Really  ?    How  strange !  *• 

instance  ?  "  suggested  Gretchen.  What  would  not  Gretdien  have 

*'  For    looping    up    tunics    on,  given  to  any  one  at  that  moment 
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who  could  have  helped  her  to  an-  afterwards  we  met  Baron  Tolnay, 

derstand  herself  ?  and  I  did  not ;  wel],  I  mean  to 

'^  You  are  not  like  yourself  to-  give    70a    that    deferred    lecture 

day;  you  have  not  been  like  your-  now.    Here  I  am  on  the  eve  of 

self  for  some  time  past.      It  never  my  departure,  and  I  certainly  had 

used  to  be  your  nabit  to  sit  up  hoped  before  starting  to  give  you 

reading  novels  by  night,  nor  bv  my  maternal    benediction  on  an 

day  either,  for  the  matter  of  that.''  auspicious    occasion.  *    In    fact  I 

&retchen  made  no  answer  ;  she  maae  the  sacrifice  of  keeping  a 
was  not  listening.  Her  eyes  were  new  dress  for  jour  de  Jian^ules, 
fixed  before  her,  her  thoughts  were  and  the  trimming  is  now  dimod^ 
busily  painting  two  pictures  and  and  consequently  wasted.  I  can- 
putting  them  m  contrast  to  each  not  understand  why  you  have  not 
other.  brought  Baron  Tolnay  to  the  point 

One  picture  was  painted  in  bril-  long  ago  ;  you  are  playing  with 

liant  colours,  and  the  canvas  was  your  chances.    If  you  were  a  olas- 

somewhat  crowded  with  gorgeous  sioal  beauty  you  could  afford  to 

objects.  There  was  a  carriage  with  wait ;  but  1  have  told  you  often, 

a  baron's  crown  painted  on  the  Bambinay  that  strictly  speaking 

panel ;  there  was  a  glimpse  of  bril-  vou  are    more   picturesque    than 

liant  apartments,  a  glitter  of  jewels ;  oeautif  ul.     To  put  it  clearly,  with- 

there  was  everything  which  she^had  out  beatine  about  the  bush,  which 

figured  in  her  dreams  of  ambition,  is  a  thing  1  detest, — you  look  too 

On  the  second  picture  there  was  breakable  for  many  tastes,  and  it 

very  little,   only  a  steep  winding  is  only  a  rich  man  who  can  affoid 

•taircase,  a  dusty  ivy-plant  in  the  breakable  luxuries.      It  is  a  mere 

window,   and,   as    centre-piece,  a  chance  whether  you  happen  to  lut 

hard- worked  man  coming  home  at  a  man's  fancy  or  not." 
night  weary  from  his  desk.  Gretchen,  as  she    sat  listening 

Surely  there  could  be  no  hesita-  to  the  empty,  vapid,  good-natured 

tion  in  the  choice.      Whv,  it  was  chatter,   was  wondering  how  she 

not  even  a  matter  of  choice,  she  had  never  till  now  discovered  its 

thought,   as  she  detected  herself  emptiness  and  its  absurdity, 
contrasting    these    two    pictures.        ''Are  vou    sure    that  is  all?" 

She  had  twice  been  asked  to  walk  she  askea  with  a  curl  of  her  lip. 

up  that  steep  staircase,   and  she  ''  Have  you  no  more  advice  to  give 

had  refused  ;  she  was  not  going  to*  me  ?  " 

be  asked  a  third  time.     Somebody        ''  Certainly    I    have,    and    you 

else  would  water  the  ivy-plant  in  need  it  all ;  for  you  are  unfortu-  * 

the   window.       Perhaps    Barbara  nately  a  German,  my  dear  child, 

Bitterfreund.     She  wondered  what  and  in  every  German  there  is  hid- 

Barbara  Bitterfreund  was  like.  den  a  seed  which  should  be  crushed 

Belita's  voice  recalled  her  to  in  early  childhood.  Even  you  can- 
realities,  hot,  it  seems,  quite  escape  from  the 

*'  Margherita  ?  "  began  the  Con-  commonplace  taint  of  sentimental- 

tessa  abruptly.  it^  whicn  is  the  ruin  of  your  nation. 

"  Well  ?  "  You  are  only  a  German  after  all." 

"  Do  you  remember  the  first  day        "  And    you   are   only   an    .Ele- 

when  we  walked  in  the  arcades?"  ganUl  "  broke  out  Gretchen  widi 

"  What  of  it  ?  "  a  sudden    burst    of  indiKuation  ; 

<'  I  meant  then   to  give  you  a  '^ou  are  nothing  but  a  heartless 

lecture  upon  life  in  general ;  and  MUgarUe.'*^ 
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She  felt  so  angry  at  the  moment  ^  other  sort  of  happiness ' !     Why, 

that  she  would  not  have  minded  have  you  not  proved  to  me  a  hun- 

quarrelling  even  with  Belita.  dred  a  times  yourself  (not  that  I 

But  notliing  was  further  from  wanted  it  proved)  that  fortune  is 

Belita's    mind     than    quarrelling,  the  only  sort  of  happiness  worth 

She  left  her  chair,  and  going  up  having,  because  it  can  bay  every 

to   Gretchen,   embraced   her  with  other  ? " 

effusion.  "  I   have  " — it  echoed  in  Gret- 

"  Margherita    mia !    you    have  chen's  heart, 

made  me  quite  happ]r  !     An  Elt-  "  Did  you   not  boast  a  hundred 

gante !      Why,  that  is  the  height  times   that   your    experience   wu 

of  my   ambition  ;  the   very   title  gathered  for  you  beforehand  ? " 

which  I  am  striving  to  live  up  to.  "  I  did— oh  yes,  I  did,"  thought 

I  thank   you  immensely   for  that  Gretchen. 

word."                            *  "  Oh,  Margherita,  that  1  should 

"  And   this,"  thought  Gretchen  have   to  remind   you  of  this  I  *• — 

bitterly, — "  this   is  the  oracle  to  there  was  an  hysterical  quiver  in 

whom   I  have    come    for   advice.  Belita's  voice,  she  had  seized  her 

This  is  the  w9man  who  has  been  friend's  hand  between  her  own — 

my  friend  !  "  "  that  I   should    have    to   remind 

JPoor  Gretchen  !     Her  logic  was  yov  that  your  fortune  is  still  to  be 

at  fault  again  ;    she  had    looked  made ! " 

for  a  head  and  a  heart  where  all  ^'  My  fortune,  yes,"  said  Oret- 

was  empty.      Such  people  as  this  chen,   with   a    start.      '*  I — I,    of 

have  not  got    heads,    they   have  course, — I  am  goine  to  make  my 

fot  coiffures ;  they  have  not  got  fortune,   but  I  told  you  that  it 

earts,   they   have    got    ceintures  shall  be  in  my  own  way." 

or  cuirasses,  or  whatever  form  of  ^'  And  that  way  leads  to  0€nira 

covering  the    fashion  prescribes  ;  I>raculuiy  I  suppose,"  sneered  Be* 

they  have  not  even  got  hands  and  lita.      ^^  Are  you  not  yet  cured  of 

feet,  but  only  chaiissure  and  gants  that  pretty  little  fable  aboat  the 

de  Suhde,  and  they  themselves  con-  brigands'  treasure  ?       Why,    oh 

sist  much  more  of  bodices  than  of  most  contradictious  of  all  mmideiiSi 

bodies.  will  you   persist   in   hunting    for 

Gretchen  robe  from  her  chair  to  your  fortune  among  the  hills,  when 

take  leave.  by  merely  marrying  Baron  Tolnay 

*^  What !   going  already.  Bam-  vour  fortune  is  made,  and  how 

bina  ?    Are  you  sure  you  have  no  brilliantly  ?  " 

more  questions  to  ask  ?      Remem-  "  But,''  said  Gretchen,   slowly, 

ber  that  1  am  always  ready  with  '^  if  I  find  the  brigands'  treasure,    ' 

my  advice ;   always '  come  to  me  then  my  fortune  is  made  at  any 

when  you  are  in  doubt — promise  !"  rate,  and   I  can    marry  whom  1 

"  Yes,"  said   Gretchen,  with  an  like." 

odd    smile,  '*  I  promise.     I    shall  She  had  scarcely  said  it,  when 

always  come  to   you  when  I  am  she  took  fright  at  herself.      For 

in   doubt — about  the    draping  of  the  space  of  a  few  aeconda  she 

a  tunic."  stood,   staring  back   into  Belita*B 

"  Which  next  time  will  be  the  horror-stricken  eyes,  then  haatQy 

tunic  of  your  wedding  dress,  of  lowered  her  long  ladies  and  gailt> 

course ;    eh,  sfcuro^  child ;    don't  ily  drooped  her  head.      She  took 

shake  your  head  !     What  a  fright  fright  at  the  fright  of  her  friend, 

you  gave  me,  to  be  sure,  with  your  for  if  there  was  so  much  hotror 
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written  in  Belita's  ejres,  what  most  Kurt^s  college  town.     Letters  with 

there    be    written    in    her    own  ?  thb  postmark  had  been  rather  f re- 

With  a  rush  of  •crimson   to  her  quent  lately,  though  they  had  al- 

cheek,  Gretchen  wrenched  herself  ways  been  addressed  to  Kurt  lum- 

free,  and  before  Belita  could  stop  self,  and  never  to  his  father, 

her,  she  had  reached  the  door  and  '^  What  excellent  correspondents 

was  gone.  your  fellow-students  are  ! "  Gret- 

She  ran  home,  almost  as  if  she  chen    had    once    remarked  ;    and 

feared  pursuit.    It  seemed  to  her  Kurt  had  answered  with  a  laugh, 

that  she  could  not  have  stood  Be-  ''  Oh  !    aren't  they  just  ?   and  so 

lita's  piercing  ^aze  for  a  moment  affectionate  too  !  ^ 

longer,   that  she  could  not  have  On  this  occasion  Gr^stchen  had 

borne  another  word   of  Belita's  ;  felt  a  passing  flash  of  curiosity, 

and,  no  doubt,  with  the  Contessa's  and  a  passing  pang  of  uneasiness, 

ingrained    antipathy    to    beating  The  ereat  a&ction  of  Kurt's  school 

about  the  bush,  that  next  word,  if  frienas  had  not  appeared  to  her  to 

spoken,  would  have  been  disagree-  be  reassuring,  not  like  the  habit  of 

aolv  plain.    She  felt  like  a  person  schoolfellows    in  general.      How- 

with  a  guilty  secret,  like  an  undis-  ever,  she  had  so  many  other  things 

covered  criminal,  like  a  murderer  to  think  of,  that  the  subject  had 

whose  confidence  the  black  forest  not  weighed  on  her  mind  for  long; 

and  the  midnight  hour  have  kept,  and  to-day,  as  she  opened  the  fourSi 

but  who  cannot  meet  the  sunshine  letter,  she  scarcely  noticed  the  post 

without  thinking,  ^'  They  will  see  mark  it  bore, 
the  red  stain  on  my   hands,  and 

they  will  know  that  1  am  guilty."  "Sib,— The     continued    silence 

Gretchen  ran  home  to  look  for  with  which^  my    seven    preyioos 

solitude  and  peace  ;  but    neither  communications  haye    been  met, 

solitude  nor  peace  were  to  be  hers  compels  me,  howeyer  much  against 

to-day.     On  the  very  threshold  a  my  will,  to  adopt  this  new  course, 

new  trial  lay  in  wait.  in  order  to  obtam " 

The  afternoon  post   had  capri-  Thus  far    Gretchen    had    read 

ciously  chosen  to  oe  punctual  to-  mechanically,  but  all  at  once  she 

day  ;  and  Herr  Mohr,  with  ^uer-  drew  up. 

ulcus    impatience,   was  inquiring  "  Well,"  said  Henr  Mohr,  testily, 

why  his  daughter  was  not  at  home  "is  that  all?"  and  Ascelinde,  who 

to  read  his  letters  aloud.  This  had  sat  at  the  further  end  of  the  room, 

beenrGretchen's  office  ever  since  the  an  apathetic  and  uninterested  lis- 

commencement  of  her  father's  ill-  tener,  looked  up  with  an  inquiring 

ness.    She  had  as  yet  showed  her-  stare. 

self  a  punctual  and  business-like  "  I— I  think  it  is    a    mistake/ 

secretary  ;  but  to-day  it  was  with  stammered    the    daughter,    while 

somewhat  disordered  thoughts,  and  with  lightning  haste  her  eye  skim- 

an  anything  but  undivided  atten-  med  the  page.     "  Borrowed  sum," 

tion,  that  she  applied  herself  to  her  "  term  of  repayment,"  "money  ad- 

duty.  yanced  to  your  son,"  and  other 

THiere  were  four    letters  to  be  expressions  which  she  was  able  to 

read  ;  and  everything  went  smooth  snatch  in  passing,  were  enoagh.to 

during  the  reading    of  the  first  giye  her  tne  key  of  the  mystery, 

three  ;  the  fourth  was  addressed  in  That    vulgar   old    spectre    called 

a  handwriting  not  familiar  to  Gret-  "  debt "  had  sUrted  up,  and  was 

chen  ;  but  it  bore  the  postmark  of  staring  her  in  the  face  ;  and  be- 

yOL.   cxixyii. — no.   Dccoxxziy.  2  k 
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hind  it  hovered  all  its  train  of  hook-  not  speak,  for  fear  that  her  voice 

nosed  Jews  and  monstrous  percent-  should    hetray    her.      But,    silent 

ages.  though  she  was,*  something  in  her 

"  A     mistake  ! "     echoed     Herr  face  betrayed  her  all  the  same  ;  for 

Mohr.     "  It  strikes  me   that   you  with  a  sudden  change  of  tone  her 

are  making  nothing  but  mistakes  father  said — 

to-day  ;  you  turned  the  Wednes-  "  Why,    Gretchen,  you  look   as 

day  in  the  date  of  the  first  letter  woe>begone  as  thougn  the  splen- 

into     Ash-Wednesday,    and    you  dour    of    your  own  good  fortnne 

made  Steinwurm  talk  of  caves  in-  frightened  you.     You  are  luckier 

stead  of  crypts.    What  is  this  new  than  a    princess  in  a    fairy  tale  ; 

mistake  about  ?  "  you  cried  for   the  moon  and  yon 

**  It  is — is — that  is  to  say,  I  think  have  got  it.  What  is  wrong  with 
the  letter  is  not  for  you,  papa  ;  it  it  now  ?  Is  it  too  big,  or  too 
is  meant  for  some  one  else,"  and  bright  ?  Does  it  bum  yonr  fin- 
she  crushed  the  perilous  letter  into  gers  ?  Or  would  your  ladyship  like 
the  depths  of  her  pocket.  the  sun  better  ?    It  was  yonr  own 

"Then  why  do  you  open  some  wish,  you  know." 

one  else's  letter,"  asked  the  invalid  "  My  own    wish — yes,*  my  own 

sharply.  wish,"  repeated  Gretchen  to  her- 

**  Because — well,    I     think    the  self, 

address  was  not  distinct."  True  again — all  quite  true.    Be- 

"  It  is  you  who  are  not  distinct,  lita    was    right ;  her    father 


I  could  scarcely  make  out  a  line  of  right.  Everywhere  there  stood  her 

what  you  read  to-day  ;  you  never  own  wishes,  her  own   argnments, 

used  to  mumble  in  this  way  before,  her  own   words,  her  own  self  be- 

I  suppose" — with   a  touch   of  in-  tween  her  and — ah,  between  her 

creased   asperity — ''  that  it  is  not  and  what  ?  There,  indeed,  was  the 

so  amusing  to  read  aloud  letters  to  rub ;  something    nnutterablCy   nn- 

an  old  man,  as  to  walk  about  the  definable — something    which    she 

hills  with  a  young  one."  dared  not  look  at,  dared  not  think 

Gretchen    could     not     answer,  of,  and  yet  could  not  crush, 

though   her  cheek    was    burning.  She    started    from    her    chair ; 

She  longed  to  rise  and  be  gone  to  there  was  no  peace  here  either,  and 

her  own  room,  but  she  knew  that  no  concealment  for  the  poor  crim- 

this  mood  of  her  father's  was  not  inal.     In  the  privacy  of  her  own 

to  be  escaped.  chamber  she  meant  to  seek  it ;  and 

"  A  tiresome  ofiice,"  he  was  say-  certainly,  to  reach  her  room  thnmo- 
icg,  still  in  that  tone  of  melancholy  lested  did  not  seem  an  anreason- 
cynicism  which  had  grown  upon  able  desire,  nor  an  unfeasible  wi" 
him  since  his  illness ;  "  but  cheer  dertaking.  But  there  are  days 
up,  Gretchen,  you  will  soon  be  quit  when  the  furies  will  follow  a  man 
of  it.  Instead  of  acting  the  score-  about  step  by  step ;  and  the  spirits 
tary,  you  will  be  commanding  one.  of  evil  had  hold  of  Oretchen  to- 
I  suppose  my  Lady  Baroness  will  day.  She  had  got  no  further  than 
be  too  grand  ever  to  dip  a  pen  in  the  passage  when  there  was  a  matk 
ink  herself,  or  to  be  troubled  with  of  drapery  behind  her  ;  and  torn- 
deciphering  the  crooked  caligraphy  ing  roun^,  she  found  herself  oon- 
of  the  age  ? "  fronted  by  her  mother,   who  bad 

The    tears  were    in    Grotchen's  sat  by,  an   apparently  indifferent 

eyes  ;  she  dared  not  move,  for  fear  spectator  of  tne  scene  joat  passed. 

that  they  should  fall;  she  dared  But  Gretchen  scarcely  recognised 
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her  mother  now  ;  there  was  a  flash  with   the   stare  of  an  animal  at 

on  her  cheek,  there  was  light  again  bay. 

in  the  eyes,  which,  since  the  day  A  cold  dread  was  creeping  over 

when  they  fell  upon  the  walls  of  her,  a  nameless  panic  was  shaking 

Drask6cs,    had    seemed    to    have  her. 

frown  dim  for  ever.     What  had  She  was  chained  and  prisoned  ; 

rought  this  change  ?    What  had  but  the  chains   were  of  her  own 

worked  this  instantaneous  trans-  fornng,  the  prison   of   her    own 

formation  ?    Gretchen  was  soon  to  building  ;  what  right  had  she  to 

know.  oomplam  ?     Gk>lden    chains !      A 

Ascelinde  did   not  say   much  :  golden  prison-wall.     But  ah,  how 

but  what  she  said  was  enough  for  heavv,    how    oppressive  !      Turn 

Gretchen.     Flinging  her  massive  which  way  she  miffht,  the  passage 

arms  around  her  daughter's  neck,  was  barred.     On  all  sides  the  same 

she  murmured  in  her  ear —  assurance,  the    same    smiles,   the 

''  I  could  not  believe  it  till  now  ;  same  unhesitating  confidence  that 

it  was  too  good   to  be  true.    I  her  lot  was  cast, 

thought  that  Fate  had  nothing  but  ''And  it   is     cast!"    thought 

disappointments  in  store  for    us.  Gretchen.     ''I  have  cast  it  my. 

Oh,  mv  daughter  !  "  and  her  voice  self." 

swellea   to  exultation,  '^Drask6c8  She  herself  had  composed  the 

will  be  Dra8k6cs  after  all,  for  you  recipe    for   her  happiness  ;   there 

will  rebuild  the  house  of  my  an-    was    no    ingredient    awanting 

oestors  ! "  neither  the  silver  florins,  nor  the 

Majestically  she  swept  from  the  golden  ducats,   nor    the    coronet, 

spot,  and  went  to  dream  of  the  How  was  it    then,  that  the  result 

real  stone  walls  that  were  to  rise,  lasted  so  much  more   bitter  than 

and  the  real  white  swans  that  were  sweet  ?  so  much  more  like  misery 

to  swim  round  the  real  Draskdcsof  than  happiness? 

the  future.     Hitherto  Baron  Tol-  In  common  logic  and  in  common 

nay's  suit  had  been  to  her  a  dim  justice  she  had  no  right  now   to 

and  far-o£E  thing — a  sort  of  dis-  reverse   her  fate,  and  she  had  no 

tantly  twinkling  star  too  shapeless  idea  of  reversing  it.    4>  desperate 

to  penetrate  the  prof  unditv  of  that  quiet,  a  numb  feeling  of  resigna- 

grief,  the  fondling  and  fostering  tion  began  to  steal  over  her.     She 

and  petting  of  which  now  formed  was  conscious  only  of  a  helpless 

her  sole  interest  in  life.  It  was  only  shinkingfrom  the  moment  or  the 

to-day,  during  Adalbert's  pointed  crisis.     Yesterday  it  had  been   all 

remarks    to    nis    daughter,    that,  but  completed  ;  next  time  it  would 

roused  from  her  apathy,  there  had  be  completed.     It  was  impossible 

flashed  across  her  mind  the  ffrand  to  meet  Baron  Tolnay  agam  as  a 

inspiration  to  which  she  had  just  mere    acquaintance.      To-morrow 

given  utterance.  She  was  almost  as  the;^  were  to  be  on  the  mountains 

happy,  while  she  built  her  Dras-  again,    and    to-morrow    her  -  fate 

k6cs  in  the  air,  while  she  furnished  would   be  clenched.      Oh,  rather 

the  rooms,  laid  the  pavement  and  to-morrow    than    to-day  I    rather 

peopled  the  stables,  as  she  had  been  next  hour  than  this  hour !  rather 

in  the  far-off,  dream-beguiled,  de-  even     next     minute     than     this 

ceptive  ante-I>rask6cs  days.*  minute  ! 

And  Gretchen  stood  where  her  Respite  was  what  she  asked  for, 

mother  had   left  her,   and   gazed  and  in  the  meantime  peace.  Surely 

round  her   in   the  empty  passage,  now,  at  last,  she  could  reach  her 
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room   undisturbed,  and  find  there  "  My  habits  are  expensive,  that 

the  solitude  for  which  she  panted,  much  1  grant  ;"  and  Kurt  pulled 

She  was  not  two  steps  from  that  up  his  shirt-collar  with  a  shade  of 

haven,  when     Kurt,   turning    the  extra  complacency.     "  It  is  a  great 

corner,   met   her  close.      At     the  mistake  my  not  having  been  bom 

sight  of  her  brother  she   instant-  a  millionaire  ;  but   it   was   nature 

ly  remembered  that  letter  in   her  who     blundered     there,   and     not 

pocket,  which  had  lain  there  for-    I " 

gotten  since  the  moment  of  the  "  No  more  nonsense,  please,"  re- 
broken- off  reading.  Without  re-  marked  Gretchen,  with  a  frown  of 
flection,  she  pulled  out  the  crum-  judicial  severity  ;  "  and  let  us  keep 
pled  paper  and  held  it  towards  hifii.  to  what  is,  not  to  what  might  have 

Kurt  received  it  calmly,  and  read  been.     Why    have   you   kept   the 

it    attentively;    while,   speechless  matter  a  secret  ? " 

with  sisterly  indignation  and  brim-  "  Why?     Because  it  would  have 

ful   of  overwhelming   reproaches,  disagreed  with  my  father." 

Gretchen  watched  his  face.  "  It  will   disagree  with  him  all 

There  was  not  much  to  see  on  the  more  when  he  has  to  pay  the 

Kurt's  face  ;  nothing  but  an  easv  accumulated  percentages." 

good-humour  and  a   perfect  self-  "  Oh,  well,  but  perhaps  he  won't 

confidence  was  written  there.  have  to  pay  them,"  said  Kurt,  rays- 

"  So  you  have  found  it  out,"  he  teriously. 

remarked   pleasantly,   while    with  '^  How  can  that  be  ?    Have  you 

serene  composure  he  folded  up  the  come  to  any  settlement  ?     Has  Dr 

paper.  Komers  been  advising  you  ?  " 

"  Oh,  Kurt,   how  could   you  ! "  Her  brother  looked  at  her  and 

cried    Gretchen,   in    her    severest  laughed. 

tone  of  censure,  before  which  Kurt  "  Dr     Komers  !      Oh     no,    my 

was  accustomed  not  to  quail.  dear  Gretchen  ;  the  family  lawyer 

'^  Yes ;   I   am   in   a  devil   of  a  is  not  the  man  to  help  me.     It  is 

mess  !  "   he   said,  with    a  particu-  your  other  friend  that  I  look  to." 

laiiy   bright   smile.     **  Lucky   for  ^*  My  friend !      What    do    you 

me  that  the  way  out  of  it   is  so  mean?" 

flhort?"  "You  see,"  said  Kurt,  leisurely 

"  At    your  age ! "   groaned   his  puffing    bis    cigar,   "  I    was    fool 

«ister,  wringing  her  hands,  too  ex-  enough    to   count  upon  Dra8k6o8, 

oited  |to   pay   much   heed   to   the  or  rather,  Herr  Mandelbanm   was 

latter  half  of  his  phrase.  fool  enough  to  count  upon  it  for 

**  Some  of   us   oeffin   early   and    some  time  ;  and  now " 

Bome  of  us  begin  Tate,"  returned  "  And  now,  well  ? " 

Kurt,   with   all  the  aplomb  of   a  "  Now  I  count  upon  something 

thriee-baokrupt  rouL  "  But  surely  else." 

a  woman  of  your  logical  powers  "Please  explain  yourself,"  said 

will  admit  that  the  immorality  of  Gretchen,  coldly. 

the  proceeding  is  not  greater  at  "I   have   explained    myself   al- 

sixteen  than  at  twenty-six  ?  "  ready.     I  told  you  that  I  counted 

^'  I  admit   nothing,"  said   Gret-  upon  your  other  friend." 
chen ,  "  it    all   comes    from    your  Gretchen  stared  back  at  him  with 
smoking  cigars  and  drinking  wine,  a  little  flush  on  her  cheeks. 
when  you  should  have  been  learn-  "Look  here,"  said  Kurt,  knock- 
ing yonr   lessons    in    the    school-  ing  the  ashes  off  his  cigar,  "per- 
room."                       ^  haps  you  don't  mind   telling  me 
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what  you  and  Tolnay  talked  about  Baron  Tolnay  ?"  she  asked,  turn- 

yesterday  in  the  cave  when  you  ing  at  the  door  of  the  room, 

stayed  behind."  He  looked  at  her  for  a  moment^ 

The  transition,  in  the  first  mo-  then  began  to  laugh, 

ment,  might  appear  abrupt ;  but  ^^  My  dear  Gretohen,  it  is  yoa 

an  uneasy  suspicion   was  already  who  are  joking  now;  and  I  must 

knocking  at  Gretchen's  heart.  confess  that  your  choice  of  a  sub- 

^'  What  has  that  got  to  do  with  ject  is  not  a  very  happy  one.    Yoa 

it  ?     We  talked  about  the  cave,  of  might  try  and  hit  upon  something 

course."  that  is  either  more  amusing  or 

''  Oh,  of  course,  naturally  ;  and  more  credible." 

about  the  beauties  of  nature  and  •  f'  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  I  am 

the  geological  causes  of  the  stone-  to  marry  Baron  Tolcav  in  order 

formation,  and  so  on.     Oh  yes,  I  that  your  debts  should  be  paid  ?  " 

know  ;    but  you   will   not  go  on  ^'  I  think  you  have   plenty  of 

talking    about    caves    for    much  other  reasons  for  marrying  him^ 

longer,  I  presume."  and  those  few  beggarly  thousand 

Gretchen's     face     had     grown  florins  can  go  along  with  it." 

scarlet.  It  was  to  be  borne  no  longer  ; 

''Kurt — I "  the    conspiracy*  was    unanimous. 

''  Do  not  wish  to  dwell  upon  the  The  words  and  the  smiles  on  aU 

subject.     I  understand.      What  I  sides  agreed;  and  every  word  waa 

meant  to   say   was  simply  that  I  a  new   stone  in  the  wall,  every 

have  the  greatest  confidence  in  Tol-  smile  a  golden   link  of  the  chain 

nay's  coming  forward  in  a  hand-  which  she  had  forged  to  bind  her- 

some  and   gentlemanlike   fashion,  self.     Would  not  the  very  leaves 

for  which  I  esteem  him  highly  in  on  the  trees  lift  up  their  voices 

advance."  next  to  taunt  herr    Would  not 

'^  Really,  Kurt,   this  is  unbear-  the  sparrows  chirp,  and  the  insects 

able  !  "    cried    Gretchen,  turning  hum  into  her  ear — '^  You  wanted 

away.     "It  is  bad  enough  for  a  it  yourself;  you  have  your  wish 

boy  of  your  age  to  make  debts;  now;  of  what  do  you  complain  ? " 

you  need  not  make  jokes  about  it  Her    courage   usA    earned   her 

too  !  "  thus    far;  it  would  carry  her  no 

''  Jokes ! "   echoed  Kurt,  good-  further.       She    turned   upon  her 

naturedly;    ''you  have  no  notion  brother  a  gaze  which  was  meant 

how  serious  I   am.     There  is  no  to    be  haughty,   but   which  first 

need  for  you  to  go  in  for  such  wavered    into    despair,   and  then 

excessive    unconsciousness,    when  melted  into  tearfulness, 

everybody  knows  that  the  affair  "  Oh,  Kurt,  you  too  ! "  she  cried, 

must  be  settled  within  the  week."  with  sudden  wildness;  and  before 

"  What  affair  ?  "  her  brother's  eyes,  the  cool-headed, 

"  Since  you  will  have  me  speak  the    self-possessed,    the     logical- 

plainly,  your  marriage  with  Baron  minded    Gretchen    burst    into    a 

Tolnay.''  storm  of  absolutely  illogical,  but 

"  And  supposing  I  do  not  marry  not  the  less  burning  tears. 
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REMINISCE^X'ES  OF  SIR  HERBERT  STEWART. 

BY    A   BBOTHBB   OFFICSB. 

''Hb    is   the  best   youngster  I  ranked  much   above  the  average 

ever  saw  join  a  regiment,"  was  the  player. 

observation  made  by  a  popular  At  Dover,  whence  the  regiment 
officer  of  some  standing  in  the  ser.  proceeded  from  Aldershot,  Stewart 
vice,  shortly  after  Herbert  Stewart  mainly  distinguished  himself  at 
joined  the  army.  That  this  opinion  cricket  and  boating.  In  the  regi- 
was  well  deserved  has  been  proved  mental  six-oar  no  man  palled  a  bet- 
by  the  late  Sir  Herbert's  short  but  ter  stroke.  He  possessed  in  great 
brilliant  career,  the  fatal  ending  perfection  that  ready  co-operation 
of  which,  all  who  knew  him  and  of  hand  and  eye  so  essential  to 
served  with  him  do  now  so  deeply  success  in  all  manly  sports.  Some 
deplore.  A  few  reminiscences  of  of  the  older  members  of  the  Dover 
his  life,  by  one  who  had  the  privi-  Club  must  still  .recollect  his  akiU 
lege  of  his  intimate  friendship,  may  at  biHiards-7-his  brilliant  winning 
be  interesting  at  the  present  time,  hazards  at  pool.  This  may  seem  a 
while  his  memory  is  still  fresh,  and  trifling  matter  ;  but  Stewart's  play 
the  circumstances  amid  which  he  indicated  that  swift  judgment^ 
met  his  death  are  still  so  engross-  quick  decision,  and  imperturbable 
ing  men's  minds.  temper  which  so  distinguished  bis 

Herbert  Stewart   was  gazetted  after-career — the  success  of  which 

ensign  in  the  d7th  Regiment,  now  was  predicted  by  those  who  knew 

the  First  Battalion  of  the  Hamp-  him  well. 

shire,  in  1863.  In  the  beginning  of  Promotion  was  exceptionally  ra- 

1864  he  joined  at  Aldershot,  bnng-  pid  in  the  37th  Regiment  at  the 

ing  with  him  the  reputation  (not  time  of  which  I  write — ^many  sob- 

an  unimportant  one  in  a  good  old  alterns    getting    their  companies 

English  regiment)  of  having  been  after  less  than  four  years'  service. 

captain  of  the  eleven  at  Winchester  Stewart  was  promoted  to  Lieuten- 

School.     The  37th  were  devoted  to  ant  in  1865,  and  selected  for  the 

cricket,    and    the  new    subaltern  Adjutancy  in  1866. 

proved  an  immense  acquisition  to  From  Dover  the  regiment  was 

the  regimental  team;  he  will   be  sent  to  Ireland,  where  it  spent  a 

long  remembered  among  cricket-  short  year  in  various  stations  ;  and 

ers    as  one  of  the  best  amateur  officers  who  were  then  quartered  in 

wicket-keepers  in   England.  With  that  country  must  still  remember 

his  valuable  assistance,  the  regi-  Stewart's  feats  in  cricket-matches 

mental  eleven  of  the  old  37th  was  at  the  Curragh,  Cork,  and  Fermoy. 

for  many  years  hard  to  beat.  In  «ruly  1866  the  headquarters 

As  a  youngster,  Stewart  was  of  the  37th,  with  Stewart  as  Adjn* 
^ever  one  of  those  who  took  pleas-  tant,  embarked  at  Qneenstown  in 
ure  in  midnight  orgies  or  practical  *'  the  good  ship  Blenheim,'*  bound 
jokes — amusements  sometimes  too  for  Calcutta.  Good  ship,  however, 
much  in  vogue  among  young  offi-  proved  a  misnomer  in  this  case,  as 
cers — but  on  festive  occasions  he  the  vessel  grounded  on  the  sand- 
preferred  the  whist -table  or  the  banks  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hooghly, 
billiard-room,    where    he    always  where  she  narrowly  escaped 
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wreck, — bumped  about  during  a  are  likely  to  meet  with  sacoeBS. 
whole  night,  and  was  eventuaHy  It  show^  a  good  deal  of  deter- 
so  damaged  that  she  was  afterwards  mination  and  self-reliance  for  a 
condemned,  and  never  went  another  *^grif"  fresh  from  England,  with 
voyage.  An  awful  night  of  peril  little  knowledge  of  the  country, 
and  suspense  was  passed — neces-  or  the  language,  ways,  and  man- 
sarily  a  crucial  test  of  pluck  and  ners  of  the  natives,  to  start  alone 
character,  death  staring  all  in  the  across  these  lofty  mountain-ranges, 
face.  The  young  Adjutant  on  this  and  make  double  marches  in  order 
trying  occasion  manifested  the  to  catch  up  his  Colonel,  who  had 
coolness  and  courage  which  were  preceded  nim  eight  or  ten  days, 
afterwards  so  prominently  shown  This  Stewart  accomplished ;  and 
in  his  career.  the  party  afterwards  crossing  the 
On  its  arrival  in  India,  the  regi-  snowy  range  at  the  Niti  Fass, 
ment  was  stationed  in  the  Rohil-  made  a  most  successful  six  months' 
cand  district — one  of  the  finest  in  trip  to  Thibet,  returning  wiUi 
that  country  for  sport.  Here  it  many  trophies  of  OvU  amnumy 
remained  four  years  in  different  burrel,  Ac.  A  similar  expedition 
stations — Bareilly,.  Shahjehanpore,  was  undertaken  from*  Cashmere 
Moradabad.  In  the  immediate  by  the  same  party  in  1871,  when 
neiffhbourhood  is  found  the  best  of  a  famous  bag  was  made.  These 
wild-duck,  snipe,  and  other  shoot-  journeys  entail  very  severe  exer- 
ing ;  while  a  night's  ddk  places  one  tion,  long  and  difficult  marches  on 
on  the  skirts  of  the  ^*  terai,"  the  foot,  and  many  days  must  often  be 
grandest  field  in  the  world  for  passed  without  a  sign  of  game  or 
Mkar.  the  chance  of  firing  a  shot. 

*The  37th  was  at  that  time  a       Promoted  to  Captain  in  1868,  and 

youn^  and  very  sporting  regiment,  proceeding  on  leave  to  Simla,  Stew- 

and  It  had  the  good  fortune  to  art  was  sdected  by  General  X 

be  commanded  by  a  colonel  who  as  his  aide-de-camp.  Many  officers 

was  second  to  none  in  the  use  of  and  civilians  who  were  in  Bengal 

the  rifle   and    the    rod,  and  the  at  the  time,  will  recollect  him  well 

keenest  of    all    in    every    manly  in  that  position,  and  how  people 

exercise.     Under  these  auspicious  were  sometimes  heard  to  speak  of 

circumstances,  it  is  not  surprising  "  Stewart  and  his  General  ^  I     We 

that  the  officers  made  the  niost  of  next    find  him  employed  m   the 

this  elysium  of  the  shikari.  Tiger-  Quartermaster  •  General's    depart- 

shooting  and  other  sporting-parties  ment  in  the  camp  of  exercise  at 

were  frequently    organised  ;    and  Delhi ;  and  afterwards  in  the  same 

Stewart  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  capacity  at  Meean  Meer.    Whilst 

and  indefatigable  of  sportsmen.  diere  the  37th  arrived,  and  in  aboat 

Many  men,  after  the  novelty  of  a  fortnight  lost,  by  an  outbreak  of 

killing  their  first  tiger,  find  a  oer-  cholera,   over  one  hundred  Uvea, 

tain  tameness  in  this  form  of  sport.  The  recognised  best  plan  of  action 

and  Stewart  went  in  with  pernaps  in  such  an  emergency  is  to  move 

more  zest  for  the  wild  life  and  the  stricken  regiment  (if  possible 

difficult  stalking  of  the  Himalayas  across  a  river),  and  in  every  way  try 

and  Thibet.    In  the  latter  elevated  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  men 

and  treeless  country  the  necessary  by  games,  music,  Ac. — ^anything^ 

hard  work  tells  severely  on   the  in  fact,  to  prevent  the  mind  from 

constitution  ;   and  only  the  most  dwelling  on  the  terrible  position, 
robust  find  enthusiastic  of  stalkers       Stewart's    character   came   oat 
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strongly  during  this  trying  time  ;  coeni  campaign  which  followed,  he 
and  the  services  of  the  young  discharged  the  very  severe  and 
Deputy- Assistant  Quartermaster-  heavy  duties  required  of  him  with 
General  were  invaluable  in  plan-  hi»  accustomed  energy,  thereby 
ning,  superintending,  and  carrying  receiving  the  well-merited  approval 
out  the  arrangements  necessary  for  of  his  chief,  and  afterwards  bia 
the  moves,  camps,  &c.  Indeed,  brevet  of  Lieutenant  -  Colonel — 
had  a  less  efficient  officer  been  on  which  recognition  of  services  no 
the  staff,  the  regiment  would  have  man  better  deserved, 
fared  badly  ;  but,  thanks  to  his  We  next  see  Stewart  on  Ma- 
strength  of  character  and  energy,  iuba  Hill  with  Sir  6.  Colley, 
things  were  managed,  not  in  the  m  the  spring  of  1881.  He  was 
spirit  of  red-tape,  but  practically  close  to  his  chief  when  that  gal- 
and  thoroifghly.  It  has  been  re-  lant  but  unfortunate  officer  was 
marked  by  those  who  have  ex-  shot  dead,  and  evidently  one  of 
perienced  both  situations,  that  a  the  last  on  that  fatal  hill,  for  he 
cholera  camp  is  more  trving  to  was  faken  prisoner.  He  after- 
the  nerves  than  a  battle-fieid.  wards  spent  an  interesting  time 

Having  returned  to  England  on  with  the  Boers,  who  treated  him 

leave    in    1873,   Captain   Stewart  well,    giving  him   the   very   best 

exchanged   into  the  3d   Dragoon  they  had.     Like  all  who  shared  in 

Guards.      Although   offered    per-  that  disastrous  fight,  Stewart  was 

manent   employment  on  the  staff  unrecompensed  for  his  hard  senrice 

of    the    Quartermaster  -  General's  there. 

department  in  India,  he  considered  After  the  Transvaal  campaign  he 
that  his  future  interests  lay  in  rejoined  his  regiment,  and  did  daty 
another  direction.  In  1877  Stew-  with  it  in  command  of  the  detacih- 
art  entered  the  Staff  College,  ere-  ment  at  Glasgow  until  early  in 
ating  rather  a  sensation  by  bring-  1882,  when  he  was  offered  an 
ine  with  him  a  four-in-hand  team,  aide-de-campship  by  Lord  Spencer 
While  there,  he  was  one  of  the  fore-  in  Ireland.  Here  the  Lord  Lien- 
most  with  the  College  drag-hounds,  tenant  found  scope  for  Colonel 
and  was  well  known  with  Mr  Stewart's  great  abilities  in  many 
Gar  h's  and  the  Queen's.  After  other  than  the  ordinary  dnties  of 
completing  the  two  years'  course,  an  A.D.C., — although  for  these 
being  then  onlv  a  captain  of  cav-  no  man  could  have  been  more 
airy,  and  having  seen  no  active  fitted.  His  handsome  expressive 
service,  he  volunteered  for  South  face  and  peculiar  charm  of  man- 
Africa,  ner,   his  active  habits    and    bold 

Stewart  afterwards  declared  that  riding,  ensured  his  popularity  with 

the  Zulu  campaign  was  the  hardest  the  Irish  in  the  hnnting-field  as  in 

piece  of  work  he  ever  did.   He  was  the  ball-room,  and  he  was  always 

on  the  eve  of  embarking  for  Eng-  a  favourite   in  society  ;    but    his 

land,  almost  unnoticed,  when  Lord  capacity  for  higher  and  more  in- 

Wolseley  telegraphed  to  stop  him,  tellectual  work  was  not  imored, 

and  gave  him  the  appointment  of  at  a  time  when  long  heads  were 

militarv  secretary,  in  the  place  of  mu6h    required    in   Ireland.      On 

Colonel  Colley,  who  had  been  or-  account    of    his    sound    common* 

dered  to  India.     Stewart  thus  got  sense  and  rare  tact,  Stewart  was 

his  foot  on  the  lowest  rung  of  the  specially  fitted  for  diplomatic  woriL 

ladder  up  which  he  was  so  rapidly  of  an  important  or  delicate  nature. 

to  ascend  to  fame.     In  the  Seco-  He  writes  about  this  time  from  the 
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Viceregal  Lodge,  "  We   are  very  the  cavalry  did  effective  and  gaU 

bnsy  over  here  with  one  thing  ana  lant  service,  although  that  miser- 

another,  and  I  drop  in  for  all  sorts  able  weapon,  the  regulation  sabre,^ 

of  work — one  day  I  am  a  police-  proved  its  worthlessness.  and  the 

man,  and  the  next  day  a  university  troopers  eventually  armed   them- 

reformer.  This  style  of  change  suits  selves  with  the  lances  of  the  dead 

my  usual  restlessness."  Arabs.     At   the    fight   at  Tamai,. 

From  this  time  Stewart's  rise  Stewart,  now  commanding  a  cav- 
was  very  rapid.  When  selected  airy  brigade,  proved  a  friend  \n 
for  the  Brigade-majorship  of  Cav-  need  to  his  former  chief  and  sport< 
airy  in  the  expedition  to  Egypt  in  ing  ally.  General  Davis  (to  whom 
lb82,  he  was  only  a  major  in  the  he  had  been  adjutant  in  the  old 
3d  Dragoon  Guards,  and  a  brevet  Indian  days),  by  coming  to  hi& 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  army,  aid  at  a  most  critical  moment,, 
having  served  in  three  campaigns,  when  Davis's  square  was  partly 
and  been  several  times  mentioned  broken  and  temporarily  pressed 
in  despatches.  He  was  present  back.  Stewart  cleverly  and  boldly 
with  General  Drury  Lowe's  caval-  dismounted  his  horsemen,  and  by 
ry — latterlv  as  Deputy-Assistant  their  effective  fire  checked  the  wild 
Adjutant-6eneral — during  all  the  rush  of  Arab  fanatics,  and  enabled 
actions  of  that  campaign,  and  in  the  brigade  to  rally, 
the  splendid  march  of  tne  cavalry  Stewart's  last  campaign  must  be 
on  Cairo  after  the  battle  of  Tel-el-  too  'fresh  in  the  minds  of  every 
Kebir.  By  this  rapid  march  and  one  to  need  more  than  a  few  pass- 
vigorous  pursuit  the   enemy  was  ing  remarks. 

prevented  from  again  rallying,  the  Selected  at  Korti  by  Lord  Wolse- 

fVuits  of  victory  were  reaped,  Cairo  ley   for  the  command  of  a   most 

taken,   and  the  campaign   practi-  arduous  and  dangerous  enterprise,, 

cally  ended.     With  the  audacity,  he  hastened  across  the  desert  to 

combined  with  shrewdness,  which  Gakdul,  a  distance  of  nearly  lOO 

should  ever  be  the  leading  charac-  miles,  where  was  the  nearest  ample 

teristic  of  the  beau  sabreur^  Stew-  water-supply.      Leaving  his    men 

art,  by  a  clever  disposition  of  his  there,  he  returned  almost  without 

small  force,  deceived  the  garrison  rest,  and  again  directly  crossed  the 

of  Cairo — 20,000  unbeaten  regular  dreary  waste  with  another  c6ntin. 

troops — and    demanded   their    in-  gent.     This  march  of  nearly  200 

stant  surrender.    Had  they  refused  miles  in  less  than  six  days  is  un- 

to   capitulate,  he  could  not  for  a  paralleled  in  its  character,  camels 

moment  have   opposed   the   force  being  the  only  mode  of  conveyance 

against    him  with    his   tired  -  out  for  men,  water,  and  supplies.     It 

cavalry.     For  these  services  Stew-  will  rank  for  rapidity  and  endur- 

art  was  appointed  A.D.C.  to  the  ance — although  a  short  march  with 

Queen,  made  a  Companion  of  the  a  small  force — among  the  greatest 

Bath,  and  promoted  full  Colonel.  historical  marches  on  record.  Very 

Last  year  he  was  again  called  shortly  after,  starting  from  Gak- 
upon  to  serve  his  country  :  this  dul,  with  his  whole  force  now  con- 
time  in  the  Soudan,  under  Sir  oentrated  —  about  1500  fighting 
General  Graham,  when  he  had  the  men — he  again  struck  across  the 
honour  to  command  the  cavalry  desert,  making  for  the  wells  of 
brigade  at  the  battles  of  El-Teb  Abu  Klea  and  the  Nile.  How 
and  Tamai.  he  fought  two  successful  battles — 

At  each  of   these  engagements  Abu   Klea  on   the  17th   January^ 
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and  Gubat  on    the  1 9th — against  markable,    recognised    in    him    a 

overwhelming    numbers     of    the  most  capable  officer,  not  to  be  lost 

bravest     fanatics,     where     defeat  sight  of  in  future  campaigns, 

meant  annihilation, — how  he  was  It  was  not  only  on  the  field  of 

struck  down  at  the  fight  on   the  battle,  in  all  manly  sports,  and  in 

19th  by  a  wound  which  has  since  private  life,  that  Stewart  was  ever 

proved    fatal,  —  these   things   are  prominent.     He  became,  while  at 

well  known.  the  Staff  College,  a  member  of  the 

Honourable   Society  of  the  Inner 

Stewart  was  not  more  remark-  Temple,  and  of  late  years,  between 

able  for  his  bravery   and   intelli-  his   campaigns,  was  often   to    be 

gence   as   a  soldier,   than  for  his  metduring  the  law  terms  eating  hiB 

endearing  qualities  in  private  life,  dinners  at  the  Inner  Temple  Hall. 

Those  who  had  the  advantage  of  lie  had  finished  keeping  his  terms, 

his  friendship  recognised  in   him  but  had  not  been  called  to  the  Bar, 

a  strength  of  mind  and  geniality  when  he  quitted  England  for  the 

of  temper  ^which  made  his  com.  last  time. 

panionship  a  real  pleasure  and  Twenty- two  years  have  elapsed 
privilege.  He  was  often  and  very  since  the  writer  of  this  feeble  trib- 
aptly  spoken  of  as  "  a  long-head-  ute  to  his  memorv  first  met  Her- 
ed  man,"  and  he  possessed  in  a  bert  Stewart,  and  he  had  the  pri- 
remarkable  degree  the  power  of  vilege  of  his  intimate  friendship 
writing  a  good  letter — of  express-  during  ten  years.  Hereerets  that 
ing  himself  clearly  and  concisely,  he  does  not  possess  the  ready 
Ever  ready  to  help  a  friend  in  pen  of  his  lamented  friend,  where- 
the  hour  of  need,  it  was  a  com-  with  ^to  express  his  sorrow  at  the 
mon  practice  to  resort  to  him  for  loss  of  such  a  comrade, 
advice  in  matters  of  difficulty  or  To  men  who  knew  him  best, 
delicacy,  which  was  always  given  Stewart's  death  creates  a  real  and 
kindly  and  effectively.  In  that  irreparable  blank.  That  bright 
lamentable  affair  in  connection  cheery  nature  and  charm  of  man- 
with  the  death  of  the  Prince  Im-  ner  are  seldom  found  combined  in 
perial,  when  Captain  Carey  was  the  sanie  man  with  high  intelleo« 
tried  by  court-martial,  Stewart,  tual  powers,  rare  courage,  and  qoiel 
who  bad  been  with  him  at  the  determination.  Whilst  his  corn- 
Staff  College,  assisted  the  prisoner  panions  in  arms  lament  him  as  a 
with  advice,  suggested  his  line  of  true  friend  and  dear  brother,  the 
defence,  and  helped  him  in  his  army  he  adorned  mourns  him  as  a 
trouble.  It  cannot  be  supposed  brilliant  and  dashing  soldier,  and 
that  this jwas  done  from  any  sym-  a  kind  and  thoughtful  commanding 
pathy  with  Carey's  conduct,  but  officer  ;  and  the  public  whom  he  so 
from  a  chivalrous  impulse  which  faithfully  served  laments  him  as 
led  him  to  stand  by  a  fallen  com-  a  rising  servant,  who  had  latterly 
rade  who  was  helpless  and  friend-  become  in  their  eyes  the  type  of 
less.  a  born  cavalry  leader. 

In  his  rapid  rise  in  his  profession  It  must  be  some  consolation  to 

Stewart  owed  nothing  to  private  his  friends  and  dear  ones  to  have 

interest.     It  was  in  the   ordinary  marked  how,  in  these  last  sceneSy 

course  of  soldiering  that  he  first  not    only    they,     but  the    whole 

met    Lord  Wolseley    at    Rorke's  nation,  from    her  Most   Oracioof 

Drift,  who,  no    doubt  with   that  Majesty  to  the  meanest  of  her  snb- 

penetration   for  which    he   is    re-  jects,  watched  with  intense  pride. 
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interest,  and  anxiety,  every  gallant  the  burial  service.    I  looked  np  onoe. 

forward  step   in   the  desert,   and  It  is  no  examferation  to  say  that  every 

seemed  to  be  moved  to  the  heart  5°®  round  tlie  snot  had  utt»rly  brofcra 

K«^  ♦k^  a«;«^^^  ««^  «^o«^u^f;^  f«i^  down.    I  have  lost  the  kindest,  truest 

by  the  stirnng  and  pathetic  tale.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^,^^  had-and  England. 

Herbert  Stewart  was  only  forty-  j  honestly  believe,  one  of  her  best 

one,  full  of  life  and  energy,  and  officers. 

zeal   for    his    glorious  profession.  <*The  19th  Hussars  made  a  forced 

To  think  of  him  struck  down  at  march  to  ttj  to  be' in  time  for  the 

the    supreme    moment    when    he  funeral,  but  arrived  too  late.     This 

had    achieved    that    fame    which  morning  thev  came  and  asked  t^  be 

had  been   his  dream    throughout  f?^^«^  ^  *>  ,^«  ^'^''''''^w"'"?S 

his  career  ;   suddenly  taken^from  gj^f*^^'  "^^  ^^«  ^"^  ^^^^«  "^ 
the  fulness  of  a  busy  life,  and  the 

intense  anxiety  of  his  most  diffi-  This  is  a   touching  testimony  to 

cult    and     responsible  task  ;    the  the  atfection  and  respect  in  which 

sudden  quietness  of  inaction  after  he  was  held  by  his  men. 

the  storm  ;— to  picture  the  young  Writing  from  Gakdul  on  Feb- 

general   stretched   on    the  bed  of  rnary  20,   the  war  correspondent 

snfferinff  on  board  Gk>rdon's  steamer  of   the  ^  Daily  Telegraph'  says: 

on  the  Nile  ;  afterwards  tenderly  « Stewart  was  much   beloved  by 

carried  back  by  his  men  through  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance^ 

the   long    and    dangerous    return  and  any  hour  of  the  day  you  may 

marches  across  the  desert,  the  con-  gee  one  or  more  of  his  friends  sor- 

voy  of  wounded  fighting  its  way  rowfuUy  regarding  his  grave.** 

through  the  enemy  ;  his  thoughts,  His   was    a   grand    ufe,    nobly 

feelings,  regrets,  his  bitter  disap-  ended  ;  and  although  his  body  lies 

pointments,  —  to  think  of    these  in  a  soldier's  grave  in  the  desert 

things  is  enough  to  draw    tears  by  the  wells  of  Gakdul,  liis  oher- 

from  the  eyes  of  strong  men.    Our  iahed  memory  and  heroic  example 

gallant  soldier,  we  can  believe,  en-  gtill  remain  with  us. 
countered  them  with  calmness  and 

fortitude.    Then  the  last  scene  of  «  Fftme  is  the  spur  that  the  clear  spirit 

all  at  Gakdul — touchingly  told  by  doth  raise 

the   telegram    sent   home    by   an  CP^  ^^  infirmity  of  noble  mind) 

officer  of  his  staff :—  To  scorn  delights  and  live  Uiborioos 

days; 

**  We  buried  him  in  the  little  British  But  the  fair  gOerdon  when  we  h(^  to 

ffraveyard   near   the   Gakdul    Wells.  find, 

It  was  the  most  impressive  scene  any  And  think  to  burst  out  into  sudden 

one  ever  went  through.     We  formed  blase, 

a  procession  in  the  valley,  headed  by  domes  the  blind  Fury  with  the   ab- 

the  firing-party,  and  the  band  of  the  horred  shears, 

Royal-Sussex.      Oolonel   Talbot   read  And  slits  the  thin-spun  life." 
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MUSINGS  WITHOUT  METHOD. 

EP1DEKICS  AND  ALCOHOL. 

If,  O  reader,  you  have  known  superior  quality  anon.  I  think  I 
what  it  is  to  pass  years  in  a  far-  was  justified  in  thi8  prediction  by 
away  land,  of  which  the  climate  observation  of  the  ever-increasing 
and  the  products  are  very  different  quantity  and  variety  of  foreign 
from  those  familiar  to  us  here,  you  fruits  which  arrive  at  our  markets. 
probably  are  acquainted  also  with  To  say  nothing  more  of  fruits  that 
the  agreeable  feeling  produced  by  are  at  present  rare,  those  which, 
recognising  some  day,  here  on  Brit-  we  have  long  appreciated  now  come 
ish  soil,  a  plant,  an  animal;  or  a  from  a  distance  at  a  reduced  price, 
fruit,  which  you  had  thought  to  so  that  there  can  be  very  general 
be  kept  pretty  strictly  to  the  enjoyment  of  them.  Pine-apples 
climes  where  you  had  once  been  and  grapes,  which  used  to  be  sop- 
straying.  You  are  pleased  at  sight  plied  to  us  from  English  hothouses 
of  a  once  familiar  object  now  for  at  very  high  prices,  can  now  be 
long  out  of  reach  and  sight,  and  enjoyed  by  the  multitude  ;  and, 
you  are  pleased  to  think  that  the  these  being  very  wholesome  as 
objeet  is  one  of  which  you  have  well  as  very  grateful  fruits,  the 
intimate  knowledge,  while  most  indulgence  to  our  palates  is  ob- 
of  your  friends,  probablv,  require  tainea  without  the  sacrifice  of  any 
much  explanation  as  to  its  nature  sanitary  principle.  Obtained,  thi^ 
and  uses.  A  pleasure  of  this  kind  is  to  say,  in  ordinary  seasons  with* 
may  gre^t  you  on  any  day.  There  out  any  sacrifice  ;  but  I  fear  that 
is  scarcely  anything,  from  any-  if  the  cholera  had  come  within 
where,  which  may  not  find  its  way  a  measurable  distance  of  us  last 
into  London  now.  Time  was  when  summer,  the  good  supply  of  fruit 
men  went  to  certain  places  to  ob-  would  have  been  held  to  be  a  mis- 
tain  certain  things  :  Quin  went  to  fortune.  I  rather  think  it  is  usual 
Plymouth  to  eat  John-dories  ;  can-  for  European  doctors  to  altogether 
vas-backed  ducks  could  only  be  prohibit  the  consumption  of  fruit 
tasted  by  crossing  the  Atlantic  ;  during  a  visitation  ;  and  we  shall 
in  Jamaica  only  could  the  perfect  have  rather  a  tantalising  time  when- 
land-crab  be  enjoyed.  But  sit  still  ever  the  fell  disease  may  again  make 
now,  have  a  little  patience,  and  all  its  way  to  our  shores, 
these  things — yea,  even  the  incom-  I  am  thankful  to  sa^  that  mj 
parable  land-crab---willcome  to  you.  experience  of  cholera-times  is  not 

To-day  I  have  had  on  my  table  very  extensive.     No  doubt,  whoi 

some  fairly  good  mangoes.     Until  the  dreadful  disease    is    actually 

to-day  1    had   not   eaten   one   for  among  an  English  community,  they 

more   years   than   I   like  to    talk  will  be  as  much  scared  and  horrifiea 

about ;  but  I  have  talked  a  good  as  denizens  of  any  other  country  ; 

deal  about  the  fruit,  declared  it  to  but  I  do  not  think  the  apprehen- 

be  a  specimen  very  inferior  to  some  sion  of  its  appearance  creates  even 

'of  which  I  once  lived  in  the.  daily  proper  alarm  and  caution.     As  a 

enjoyment,  but  nevertheless  com-  proof  of  this,   1  shall  mention  a 

mended  it  to  attention,  and  pre-  commotion  which  I  know  to  have 

dieted  that  we  should  have  it  of  occurred  some  years  ago  in  a  small 
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English  borough,  at  a  time  when  The    town    council     therefore 

it  might  have  been  expected  that  thought  that   they  had  in  every 

a  sense  of  common  danger  would  way  taken  prudent  and  reasonable 

have  suppressed  for  the  time  class  order  when  they  decreed  that  the 

jealousies.     Up  to  the  date  of  the  grave  should  be  dug  in  the  piece 

event  to  which  reference  is  made,  of  ground  near  the  tower,  and  that 

the  little  town  had  itself  escaped  the  funeral  should   take  its  way 

the  epidemic,  which,  however,  was  thither,   where  all  rites  would  be 

making  considerable  havoc  in  sev-  duly  performed.     It  was  lucky,  as 

€ral  places  not  very  distant.     One  they  thought,  that  this  consecrated 

•day  a  woman,  a  tramp,  or  a  person  area  was  available  ;  the  safety  of 

not  much  above  the   level  of  a  the  living  could  be  regarded  with- 

tramp,  came  to  the  borough,  was  out  disrespect   to  the  dead  ;  the 

taken  ill  there  in  a  mean  lodging-  burgesses  thought  that  they  had 

house,  and  speedily  died.     It  was  discreetly  settled  an    unexpected 

«oon  ascertained  that  she  had  come  and  menacing  difficulty, 

from  a  town  where  Asiatic  cholera  If,  however,  they  thought  that 

had  established  itself,  and  the  doc-  they  were  to  receive  the  thanks  of 

tors  affirmed  that  she  had  died  of  the  community,  they  were  griev- 

that  disease.  ously  deceived.     No  sooner  was  it 

Now  the  local  authorities  were,  known  that  the  burial  was  to  take 

to  do  them  justice,   quite  on  the  place  near  the  old  tower,  than  the 

alert.       Immediately    after     the  lower  orders  of    people,  putting 

death  occurred,   the   mayor    and  aside  all  concern  about  the  cholera, 

<;orporation  met  in  their  hall  and  gprew  vastly  excited  at  the  thought 

deliberated  on  the  situation.    To  of  carrying  the  body  to  this  ground, 

<^arry  the  body  from  the  lodging-  which  had  for  long  been  unused  for 

house  where  it  lay  to  the  church-  interments.    They  said  that,  if  it 

yard   would  have    involved    the  had  been  a  Well-to-do  citizen  that 

taking  it  through   the    principal  had  so  died  instead  of  a  friendless 

streets.     Even  though  some  of  the  stranger,  no  authority  would  for  a 

streets  might  have  been   avoided  moment  have  thought  of  ordering 

by  using  a  circuitous  route,  the  the  burial  to  be  effected  elsewhere 

•cnnrchyard  could  not  be  reached  than  in  the    churchyard.      They 

without  passing  through   one  or  collected  in  angry  groups  about 

two  streets — and   the  old   burial-  the  streets  (it  was  on  a  Sunday), 

ground  was  dangerously  near  to  a  and  ultimately  gathered  iik  an  im- 

large  number  of  houses.     Medical  mense  mob  about  the  house  where 

opinion  was  decidedly  against  bury-  the  bodj  was  lying,  declaring  that 

ing  the  woman  in  the  churchyard  ;  the  bunal  should  be  in  the  churoh- 

and  happily,  as  it  seemed,  there  yard,  and  nowhere  else, 

was  an  alternative  to  that  proceed-  The    disappointed    magistrates 

ing,  for  there  was  an  enclosed  piece  and  councillors,  when  they  under- 

of  ffround  about  half  a  mile  off,  and  stood   how  ill  their  arrangements 

quite  without  the  town,  on  which  had  been  received  by  a  lan^e  part 

had  formerly  stood  a  chapel,  and  of  the  community,  repaired  to  the 

where  a  tower  was  yet  standing,  scene  of  tumult,  and  endeavoured 

This  piece  of  ground  was  conse-  to  convince  the  populace  that  what 

crated,   and  it  could  be  reached  had  been  ordered  was  for  the  com-» 

from  the  lodging-house  without  tra-  men  good  of  all,  high  and  low — 

versinff  more  than  a  very   small  that  the  danger  was  a  ver^  serious 

part  oi  one  of  the  streets.  one — and  that,  as  good  citizens,  all 
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were  bound  to  assist  in  removing  was  so  unruly  that  it  was  neces- 

to  a  distance  as  speedily  as  possible  sary  for  them  to  retire  once  more 

the  infectious  remains.     But  they  to  their  hall  to  consult  as  to  what 

could   scarcely  obtain   a  hearing,  the  next  move  must    be.     Tbey 

Fifty   orators  were    ready     from  begged  that  while  they  should  be 
among  the  crowd  to  overbear  them,  *  deliberating,  the  people  would  con- 

and   to  assert  in  no  gentle  terms  sider  the  great  danger  in  which  the 

that  they  (the  authorities)  would  whole  town   was  placed  by   this 

not  have  acted  as  they  had   done  mutiny,  and  the  scandal  incurred 

if  the  deceased  had  been  one  of  by  persisting  in  it. 

their  own  relations  or  order.    They  It   was  ooserved  by   the   more 

did  not  care  a  straw  (so  they  said)  reasonable  of  *  those     who     were 

about  the  danger,  which  could  not  mixed   in   the  assembly,   that  the 

be  greater  from  a  poor  person's  crowd,   when   thus  leu  to    itself 

corpse  than   from   a  rich    one's ;  by   the  magistrates,   became  of  a 

they  would  allow  no  burying  in  a  sudden  somewhat  calmer.     It  had 

strange  ground — that  might  dc  de-  no  longer  champions  of  the  law  to 

pended  on  ;  and  therefore  the  au-  wrangle  with  it,  so  the  fire  declined 

thoriiies,  if  they  were  wise,  would  from  lack  of  fuel :    and  it  did  not 

lose  no  time  in  preparing  a  grave  appear  to  have  any  clear  ideas  of 

in   the  churchyard,  and   ordering  action  ;  it  was  only  an  obstmctive 

the  funeral  to  take  place  there.  mob  without  leaders — indeed  every- 

Things  continued  in  this  way  body  capable  of  taking  a  lead  waa 
for  several  hours.  No  actual  vio-  on  the  side  of  the  law.  So,  al- 
ienee had  occurred,  but  there  was  though  the  aspect  of  things  had 
great  excitement.  The  woman  still  not  changed  much,  there  seemed 
lay  unburied.  The  magistrates  did  to  be  a  general  disposition  to  wait 
not  choose  to  rescind  or  modif  v  and  see  what  the  authorities  would 
their  decree  ;  and  the  populace  still  do  next. 

declared  that  the  funeral,  as  de-  As  I  have  heard  the  tale  told, 

creed,  should  not  take  place.  Even-  the  town  council,  when  it  reas* 

ing  had  come,  and  it  was  consid-  sembled   in    guild-hall,    did    not 

ered  most  important  that  the  inter-  exhibit  the  helplessness  which   it 

ment  should  take  place  at  once,  is  customary  to  expect  from  civic 

I  should  mention  that  the  police  bodies  when  called  upon  to  deal 

force  of  the   little  borough   was  with  unwonted  difficulties.     There 

very  meagre,  and  quite  unable  to  were  one  or  two  bnrgresses  who 

cope   with  such  a  mob    as    was  wiped  their  heads,  said  the  respon- 

tilling  the  streets.  sibility  was  verv  serious  indeed, 

At  this    conjuncture    whispers  and  hinted  that  it  would  be  better 

were  passed  about  that  troops  had  to  let  the  people  have  their  way. 

been  demanded   from  the   nearest  A  small  section  followed  a  fiery 

garrison  town,  and  that  a  couple  little  man  with  red  hair  who  waa 

of   regiments    would   be    present  all  for  gunpowder.     ''  Have  troops 

before   morning  to    enforce    the  here,"    counselled      this    section, 

magistrates'  orders.    There  is  some  "  with  the  least  possible    delay. 

reason,  however,  to  doubt  the  truth  Read  the  Riot  Act.     After  that, 

of  these  whispers,  because  the  con-  if  any  ofEer  opposition  to  the  law, 

diK't  of  the  authorities  showed  that  let  the  military   deal  with  'em.** 

they   had  by  no   means  lost  faith  But  the  mayor  and  his  deputy, 

in   themselves  as  yet.     They  an-  supported  by  the  town-clerk,  offer. 

nounced  that  the  state  of  the  town  ed  advice  which  was  not  begotten 
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of  fright,  or  of  belief  in  the  rid-  did  not  fancy  being  enlisted  as 
ing  down,  gagging,  and  pinioning  agents  of  the  law,  made  retreat  as 
method.  His  worship  said  that  quietly  as  possible,  and  repaired  to 
there  had  not  been  rioting  so  far  ;  tneir  own  houses.  The  swearing, 
it  was  by  no  means  certain  that  however,  went  on  among  the  many 
they  might  not  yet  prevail  with  *  that  remained  on  the  ground,  un- 
the  people  to  let  the  law  have  way  ;  til  twenty  or  thirty  special  con- 
and  that  they  were  not  by  a  long  stables  had  been  made.  The  crowd 
way  near  the  end  of  their  home  hardly  knew  what  to  make  of  this 
resources.  He  then  propounded  move,  and  stood  quiet  and  some- 
a  scheme  of  action,  which,  after  a  what  astonished,  wondering  what 
short  discussion,  was  substantially  would  happen  next, 
adopted.  What  did  happen  was  that  th^ 

The  municipal    body   now    re-    mayor,  who  was  now  listened  to 

turned  to  the  neighborhood  of  the    more  patiently  than  before,  said 

lodging-house,  taking  with  them    a  few  soothing  words  to  the  as- 

this  time  their  crier  in  his  robes    sembla^e.      He    told    them    that 

and  with  his  wand  of  office.     As    he  fancied  their  dissatisfaction  to 

the  magistrates  entered  amone  the    have  arisen  from  a  belief  that  the 

crowd,  the  crier  turned  suddenly    authorities  were  inclined  to  treat 

to  a  respectable  tradesman  who  was    the    deceased  slightingly  because 

watching  the  proceedings,  called    she  was  an  indigent  person.    This 

upon  him  in  the  sovereign's  name    was  very  far  from  the  fact.     They 

to  aid  in  upholding  the  law,  and    had  acted  solely  from  considera- 

told  him  thatthe  mayor  desired  him    tions  of  public  safety,  and  by  no 

to  take  the  oath  as  a  special  con-    means  with  an  intention  to  respect 

stable,  which  he  woula  refuse  to    persons.    In  proof  whereof,  he  was 

do  at  his  peril.      The  tradesman,    glad  to  tell  them  that  the  corpora- 

who  was  quite  on  the  side  of  order,    tion  had  ordered  the  hearse  (there 

took  the  required  oath   at  once,    was  but  one  in  the  town,  and  that 

Another    decent    man    was    then    but  rarely  in  request)  to  bear  the 

sworn  in,  and  then  another.    Then    body  to  the  grave  ;  also,  that  some 

the  crier  came   upon  one  of  the    of  tne  aldermen  and  council  would 

noisy   malcontents,    and  required    follow  as    mourners,    so  that  no 

him  to  be  sworn.    The  fellow  re-    mark  of  respect  might  be  wanting. 

fused    at    first  ;   but   the    mayor       As    he    nnished    speaking,    the 

reminded  him  that  he  did  so  at    plumes  of   the  hearse  came  into 

his  peril — and   these  appeared  to    view,  as  the  vehicle  was  driven  op 

him,  as  Pistol's  rant  dia  to  Mrs.    the  street.     The  most  refractory  ot 

Quickly,  to  be  very  bitter  words,    the  mob  had,  as  I  said,  slunk  away 

Moreover,  he  had  seen  more  sub-    for  fear  of  being  made  special  con- 

stantial  persons  than  himself  com-    stables.     There  was  nobody  to  lead 

ply  with  similar  demands  :.  he  was    an  opposition  ;  the  honest  mayor 

taken  aback  ;  he  received  the  book    had  lUl  his  own  way  ;  and  a  cheer 

and  took  the  oath.  even  greeted  the  hearse  as  it  drew 

The  effect  of  these  proceedings  up  at  the  door  of  the  lodging- 
was  very  satisfactory.  When  the  house.  The  special  constables 
noisy  rogue  suffered  himself  to  be  formed  two  lines  from  the  house 
sworn,  and  the  murmur  ran  about,  door  to  the  hearse,  and  between 
"  You  must ;  you  can't  refuse  ;  them  the  body  was  lyought  out 
it's  jail  and  £50  penalty," — ^a  great  by  the  workman  who  made  the 
many  leading  obstructionists,  who    coffin,  boxed  up  for  its  last  jour. 
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ney,  and  driven  off  to  the  old  tower  not.  Certain  it  is  that  some  per- 
(followed,  as  was  promised,  bysome  sons  believe  it  to  be  so  ;  and  I 
of  the  corporation),  and  there  de-  remember  a  diabolical  attempt  to 
corously  interred.  introduce  it  into  a  healthy  region 

So   ended   the   tumult.      There    by  means  of  infected  clothing.     It 
was  not   another  case   of  cholera  *  happened  at  Bermuda  daring  the 
in  the  healthy  old  borough  ;   and    period  when  North  and  South  were 
the  little  emeute  soon  ceased  to  be    flying  at  each   other^s   throats  in 
a  prominent  topic  of  conversation,    the  American  States,  and  when,  by 
If  the  inhabitants  generally  of  that    reason   of    the    blockade-running, 
borough  were  not  to  be  put  from    a  good    many  Southerners    were 
their  domestic  jealousies  by  fear  of    collected  in  the   Bermuda  group. 
disease,  I  am  able  to  state  that  one    There  had  been  a  bad  outbreak  of 
individual  could  be  quite  alive  to    yellow  fever  while  the  war   was 
the  danger  of  an  epidemic.     This    being  waged  ;  and  before  the  dis- 
was  proved  at  a  time  when,  not    ease   had    quite    subsided,  a   dis- 
cholera,  but  typhus  fever  was  the    covery  was  made  of  a  box,  the 
scare.     An  old  lady  of   the   place    passage   of  which  had   been    pro- 
having   heard  that  typhus  was  in    vided  for  to  the  Northern  States 
the  neighbourhood,  declared  that    so  that  it  might  arrive  in  the  hot- 
she  would  take  it  and  die  of  it.,  test  part  of  summer.     It  was  found 
She  had  not  the  faith  of  her  own    to  contain  the  bedclothes  and  body- 
prediction  that  would  have  made    linen  (as  was  evident  from  the  con- 
her  passively  await  its  fulfilment,    dition   of  the  articles)  of  persons 
but,  hopeless  as  she  declared  her    who  had   been   afflicted  with   the 
case  to  be,  made   vigorous  efforts    epidemic.  The  intention,  no  doubt^ 
to  turn  the  fate  aside.      Being  a    was  to  introduce  and  spread  the 
person  of  some  means,  she  had  not    pestilence  in  the  Northern  towns 
much  difficulty  in  taking  her  meas-    and  districts.     I  quite  forget  how 
ares.     She  hired   a  house   several    the  attempt  was  first  brought  to 
miles  in  the  country,  shut  herself    light ;  but  very  little  doubt  was  at 
therein    with    one    servant,     and    the  time  entertained  that  it  was 
established  a  stringent  system  of    deliberately  planned,  and  was  to 
interdicting  communication,  except    have  been  mercilessly  carried  out. 
of  the  most  sparing  and  necessary        It  is  .not  uncommon  belief  that 
kind.      Her  quarantine   was   kept    the  free  use  of  intoxioaing  liquorSy 
up  for  a  week  or  two  ;  but  alas  I    so  common  in  warm  climates,  ren- 
by  the  end  of  that  time  there  was    ders  one  very  susoeptible  of  the 
an  end  of  precaution,  for  she  had    fever,  and  taxes  largely  from  the 
died  of  typhus.     It  was  remark-    chances  of  recovery  if  the  diaeaae 
able  that  there   was  not   another    be  once  induced.     In  its  eeneraly 
case  of  the  disease  for  many  miles    nnmodifled  form,  this  belief  is  oer- 
round  her.  tainly  incorrect ;   conditionally,  it 

If  I  have  not  a  very  intimate  is  probably  true.  As  facts  in  sap- 
acquaintance  with  cholera,  I  can-  port  of  mv  assertions  I  adduce :  Ist, 
not  say  the  same  of  yellow  fever,  That  in  the  visitation  at  Bermada 
for  of  this  last  I  have  witnessed  to  which  I  have  referred,  several 
the  ravages  in  different  parts  of  men  known  to  be  steady  and  hard 
the  world  ;    I  have  also  felt  its    drinkers,  enjoyed  complete  immv- 

fip.     It  is  a  question  not  yet,  as    nity  from  the  attacks  of    fever ; 
tnink,  decided,  whether  yellow    2d,  That,  in  the  same  epidemic^ 
lever  is  conveyed  by  infection  or    occasional  inebriates  —  men  who 
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«yery  now  and  then  went  in  for  is  mnoh  divided  as  to  the  origin  of, 

a  "burst  up,"  and  then  returned  and  the  best  method  of  dealing 

to  steady    nabits  for    a  while  —  with,  this  pestilence.    There  are  a 

hardly  ever  escaped,   and  hardly  few  instances  on  record — ^I  know 

«yer  recovered.  of  two  myself — of  patients  having 

The  habitual  topers  not  only  did  recovered  after  bavins;  had  black- 
not  take  the  fever,  but  they  seemed  vomit,  which  is  looke^  upon  as  a 
to  have  an  instinctive  knowledge  fatal  occurrence.  A^  to  the  tend- 
that  they  were  quite  safe  from  it.  ency  of  reckless  habits  to  induce 
Not  one  of  them  evinced  the  least  or  to  intensify  the  diseases  inci- 
apprehension  when  every  one  else  dental  to  warm  climates^  I  remem- 
was  panic-stricken  ;  not  one  of  ber  to  have  heard  it  said  by  a 
them  condescended  to  make  the  military  surgeon  who  had  been 
slightest  alteration  in  his  copious  long  in  Jamaica,  that  he  thought 
and  fiery  potations.  They  fear-  the  intemperate  habits  of  soldiers 
lessly  performed  for  the  sick  and  warded  off  as  much  disease  as  they 
dead  offices  which  sober  men  were  induced.  Soldiers  commit  such 
not  very  eager  about  undertaking ;  gross  errors  as  to  eating  unwhole- 
and  they  seemed  rather  proud  that  some  things,  and  as  to  going  into 
a  time  had  arrived  when  they  be-  and  even  sleeping  in  marshes,  thiok- 
eame  of  some  importance,  for  or-  ets,  and  other  places  known  to  be 
dinarily  they  were  reputed,  and  dangerous  to  health,  that  the  ex- 
treated  as,  besotted,  useless  rascals,  citement  of  alcohol  probably  often 
It  is  an  unpleasant  truth  for  the  saves  them  from  the  ill  effects  of 
blue-ribbons,  but  it  seems  to  be  a  poisons.  The  mention  of  thickets 
truth  nevertheless,  that  to  keep  reminds  me  of  a  case  which  I  onoe 
well  saturated  with  alcohol  is  a  knew  of,  where  a  soldier,  sleeping 
safeguard  against  yellow  fever.  in  the  bush,  drew  *a  fly  of  some 

There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  sort  into  his  nostrils,  which  bred 

the  way  of  understanding  why  men  with  great  rapidity  in  his  head, 

given  to  occasional  fits  of   excess  The  doctors  knew  what  was  wrong, 

should   fare  badly  in  a  time    of  but   were    altogether    unable   to 

pestilence.     They  weakened  their  check  the  progress  of  the  insects 

Sowers  of  repelling  or    resisting  into  his  brain,  by  penetrating  to 

isease     without    attaining    that  which   they  killed  him  in  great 

thoroughly  cured  condition  which  agony. 

oould  set  fever  at  defiance.  And  We  are  apt  to  connect  intem- 
they  had  rather  a  fatal  time  of  it.  perate  habits  with  hot  climates. 
As  to  the  general  mass  of  society,  rat  "  we  never  need  leave  our  own 
it  was  hard  to  name  any  particular  dear  isle  "  for  some  pretty  exam- 
class  which  escaped  attack,  or  any  pies  of  what  may  be  done  in  the 
which  seemed  especially  open  to  it.  way  of  consuming  aleohoL  As  I 
Strong  men  were  stricken  and  sue-  have  touched  on  the  subject  of 
cumb^  ;  delicate  men  escaped  or  hard  drinking  abroad,  I  will  now  * 
recovered.  Almost  every  one  who  give  two  examples  (which  I  be- 
had  not  been  a  patient  in  previous  Reve  to  be  quite  jBrennme)  of  home 
visitations  suffered  now.  Conva-  achievements.  The  hero  of  the 
lescence  was  generally  tedious ;  but  first  was  an  old  yeoman  whoie 
after  a  few  months,  all  souvenirs  of  first  name  was  Steeve  ;  his  snr- 
the  fever  in  the  shape  of  bodily  name  I  need  not  mention.  Old 
ailments  disappeared.  I  have  rea-  Steeve  was  at  work  one  day,  fork 
son  to  believe  that  scientific  opinion  in  hand,  in  a  field  overloonng  a 
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lane.     Along  the  lane  came,  trot-  and  had  his  drop,"  and   inquired 

ting  on  his  pony,  a  county  member  what  was  to   pay.       A  note   was 

who  had  lately  oeen  re-elected,  and  handed  to  him  making  him  debtor 

in  whose  favour  old  Sleeve  always  to  the  establishment  by  37  glasses 

recorded  a  vote.     Seeing  and  rec-    of  grog  served  to  Mr  Steeve  J . 

ognising  his  faithful  constituent.  The  member  was  indignant, 

the  legisla^r  drew  his  bridle,  in-  "  You've     had     plenty   of    my 

quired  after  the  yeoman's  health,  money,"  he  said,  *'  at  this  Rising 

remarked  that    it  was  a  gloomy  Sun.     There  was  no  need  of  your 

day,    and,    having    executed   this  laying  it  on  in  this  way.     I  didn't 

piece  of  politeness,  was  about  to  want  to  stint  the    old    man,  and 

trot   on,   when   Steeve  prolonged  I  told    you    so.       But    I    didn't 

the  parley.  think  you'd  have  taken  this    ad- 

"  Measter  Member."  vantage." 

"  Well,  Mr  J ?  "  "  No  advantage  had  been   took, 

**  I    reckon    'tis    more'n    thirty  sir,"  the  landlord  replied.   "  Tliat's 

year  that  I  have  a-voted  for  you  the   fair   and    honest  account    of 

and  your  brether."  what  old  Steeve  drinked." 

"  1  think  it  must  be,  Mr  J ;  **  Well;   you'll  allow  me  to  ask 

and  very  highly  flattered  my  family  him  about  it  before  I  settle  ?  " 

feels  by  your  steady  sujppoit,  I  as-  "  Sartainly,  sir  ;  and  you'll  find 

sure  you.    I'm  proud  of  your  good  all  correct." 

opinion."  So  the  debtor  rode  off  towards 

'^  Like  enough  you  be,  sir.     But  old  Steeve's  acres,  and  found  the 

do  you  know  tnat  in  all  that  long  yeoman  much  in  the   same    spot, 

time  I  can't  recollect  that  I  ever  and  occupied  much  in   the  same 

drink'd   a  glass   at  your  expense,  way,  as  at  their  former  meeting, 

except    to    election  times,    when  '^  Morhin',  measter,"  said  Steeve, 

everybody  could  wet  their  clay  ?  smiling  benignantly. 

Now  that's  hardly  reasonable."  "  Gk)od    morning,    Mr    J . 

'^  I  think  you  must  be  mistaken,"  Glad  to  see  you  all  right  and  at 

answered  the  member.     **  I  don't  work." 

generally  neglect  my  friends,  espe-  ''  Me  !    Lord  bless  'ee,  I  am  al- 

cially  such  stanch  friends  as  you  ;  ways  right  and  hearty,  I  be  !  Much 

but,  mistaken   or  not,  I  shall  be  obliged  for  your  little  treat,  sir. 

very  glad  if  you  think  proper  to  I  enjoyed  that  drop,  I  did." 

drink  my  health  some  evening  soon  ^'  It  s    a  satisfaction  if  it  made 

at  The  Kising  Sun."  you  happy  ;  but,  I  say,  Mr  Steeve, 

''Thank 'ee,  sir.    Perhaps  you'll  I  didn't  think  that,  when  I  gave 

be  so  good  as  to  let  'em  know  that  you  entire  liberty  for  your    own 

they  ma^  sarve  me."  entertainment,  you'd    have    gone 

''I    will.      I'm  going  by  there  and  treated  half  the  parish  at  my 

now  ;   and  I  won't   forget  to  tell  expense." 

the  landlord  that  he's  to  serve  you  ''  Me,  sir  ?    Me  treat  the  parish 

with  as  much  as  you  wish  to  take  at   your  honour's  expense  ?    No  : 

the  first  night  you  go  down."  that's  a  thing  old  Steeve  'ud  scorn 

"  That's  nonourable,  sir.     Good  to  do.     Whoever   says  he  got   a 

day."  thimbleful  by  my  means  out  of 

About    a  week   after    this,  the  your  honour  is   a  lying  varmint, 

member,  riding  in  that  direction  and  if  you'll  gi'  me  his  name  FIl 

again,  stopped  at  The  Rising  Sun,  tell'n  so,  whoever  he  may  be." 

learned  that  old  Steeve  had  ''  been  '  Then  it  most  be  as  I  suspected 
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at  first  ;  the  people  at  the  inn 
have  been  down  on  me." 

"  What  have  they  charged  your 
honour,  if  I  may  ax  ?" 

"  Rather  tell  me  first,  Mr.  J , 

how  many  glasses  I  ought  to  pay 
for.  We'll  soon  see  then  who  has 
been  trying  it  on  me." 

"  Certainly,  measter,"  answered 
Steeve,  and  he  scratched  his  head 
as  if  in  calculation.  Then,  after  the 
pause,  he  added,  "  I  can't  recollict 
noan  after  the  zix-and-thirtieth." 

Whereupon     his   representative 


said  he  thought  he  would  pay  the 
score  without  further  taxing. 

The  next  example  was  in  a 
much  higher  walk  of  life — a  gal- 
lant admiral  who  at  his  London 
club  used  to  consume  nightly 
eleven  tumblers  of  whisky-toddy. 
On  ^  certain  day  he  learned  that 
he  had  been  appointed  to  an  im- 
portant  command,  and  that  even- 
ing, in  honour  of  the  event,  he 
increased  his  whack  by  ten  tuib- 
biers,  making  it  twenty-one  tum- 
blers all  told. 


AN    ANECDOTE — SCIENCE   VerSUS   FICTION. 


Perhaps  I  have  said  too  much 
about  excessive  drinking,  which, 
as  we  may  fairly  hope,  is  oecoming 
unpopular.  If  so,  I  will  try  to 
compensate  for  the  error  by  say- 
ing something  about  another  ad- 
miral who  was  certainly  open  to 
no  reproach  on  the  score  of  self- 
indulgence,  but  noted  for  good 
and  gallant  service,  of  which  he 
bore  the  marks  on  his  person. 
This  fine  old  sailor,  having  his  flag 
flying  on  board  a  line-of -battle 
^hip  in  the  West  Indies,  was  tak- 
ing the  general  officer  then  com- 
manding the  land  forces  round  the 
islands,  that  he  might  pleasantly 
and  rapidly  visit  the  different 
stations  of  his  command.  As 
they  were  passing  the  island  of 
St  Lucia,  the  admiral  pointed  to 
a  small  sugar  -  loaf  -  shaped  rock 
close  to  it,  named  Pigeon  Island, 
and  said, — "  That  barren -looking 
cone  will  always  have  an  interest 
for  me  ;  because,  insignificant  as  it 
is,  it  was  the  scene  of  my  first  real 
separate  responsibility."  On  being 
asked  what  the  position  was  to 
which  he  alluded,  he  went  on  to 
say  :  "  I  am  speaking  of  the  day 
when  we  took  the  island — long 
enough  ago  now.  I  was  a  very 
small  actor  in  the  affair  ;  but  they 


considered  it  necessary  to  occupy 
Pigeon  Island,  and  they  had  not 
at  first  troops  immediately  dispos- 
able to  send  thither.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  I,  with  two  or 
tnree  boats'  crews,  was  ordered 
to  land  there  and  hold  the  rock 
until  I  should  be  relieved  of  my 
charge  by  a  military  officer.  Proud 
enough  1  was  of  my  position.  I 
was  governor  of  an  island  for  sev- 
eral hours.  At  length  my  govern- 
ment came  to  an  end  ;  for  an  en- 
sign with  a  party  came  to  relieve  me. 
So  I  handed  over  my  government  to 
Mr  Somebody-or-other — I  haven't 
the  least  recollection  of  his  name 
or  regiment — and  retired  once  more 
into  very  subordinate  life." 

Whereupon  the  general,  who 
had  been  listening  to  the  story 
with  much  interest,  sprang  to  his 
feet,  brought  his  right  hand  down 
with  emphasis  on  his  left,  and  ex- 
claimed— 

"  And,  by  G — ,  I  was  the  man 
who  came  and  relieved  you  !" 

The  remarkable  thing  was,  that 
these  two  chiefs,   who  had   now 

frown  old  and  grey  in  the  service, 
ad  never  again  seen  each  other 
since,  as  lads,  -they  hastily  ex- 
changed duties,  until  they  came 
together  as  commanders — and  thaty 
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on  this  occasion  of  their  second  Egypt  was,  perhaps,  the  most  mys- 
meeting,  they  should  pass  the  tic  and  most  legendary.  Even 
scene  of  their  first.  Between  the  while  we  breathe  to-day,  our  public 
two  meetings,  each  of  them  had  servants,  civil  and  military,  and 
served  with  much  distinction  in  our  press,  are  sedulously  at  work 
different  parts  of  the  world.  It  secularising  Egypt ;  so  that  the 
so  chanced  that  I  was  on  the  deck  time  cannot  be  far  distant  when 
of  tiie  flag-ship  when  the  ^cene  the  Pyramid's  will  be  known  as 
which  I  have  described  took  place,  well  as  Paul's — when  the  shoe- 
As  I  think  of  that  voyage,  I  brigade,  while  awaiting  customers, 
am  impressed  by  the  much  closer  will  season  their  discourse  with 
acquaintance  which  we  have  formed  slang  down  from  the  Labyrinth, 
with  St  Lucia,  and  indeed  with  the  and  tame  crocodiles  will  waddle  at 
West  Indies  in  general,  since  those  the  heels  of  butchers'  lads.  These, 
days — which,  after  all,  are  not  so  however,  are  the  material,  real 
long  ago.  The  snakes,  the  negroes,  wonders  of  the  land  :  cannot  all 
the  flying -fish,  and  the  sharks,  used  the  imaginary  spells  of  it  remain 
to  be  thejnes  on  which  travellers  as  great  as  ever,  though  the  gross 
could  dilate  for  the  amusement  of  palpable  objects  become  intimately 
their  home-tarrying  friends  ;  but  known  ?"  I  say,  No.  The  sanctity 
now  it  is  so  easy  and  so  short  an  of  the  Nile  has  passed  away,  now 
expedition  for  a  man  to  go  and  see  that  that  "  exulting  and  abounding 
that  region  for  himself,  and  so  river  "  can  be  profaned  hjr  groups 
many  have  seen  and  declared  its  of  personally  conducted  Cockneys 
wonders,  that  life  in  the  Gulf  of  from  its  mouths  to  its  ruthlessly 
Mexico  is  as  well  comprehended  exposed  source  —  now  that  its 
at  our  firesides  as  life  in  Kensing-  nakedness  has  been  uncovered,  and 
ton.  One  must  go  to  Central  the  fountain  which  had  been  kept 
Africa  or  to  the  interior  of  Tartary  secret  since  the  foundation  of  the 
who  wants  to  bring  home  anything  world  revealed.  The  Thebes  in 
fresh.  The  progress  of  science  and  whose  gates  a  '^  a  'undred  'Arrys  ** 
9!tt^  which  enables  us  thus  to  bring  daily  imbibe  their  Bass-*-mast  i^ 
the  ends  of  the  earth  together,  is  not  be  commonplace  and  vulgar 
no  doubt,  on  the  whole,  a  great  as  Brummagen  itself  ?  Even  the 
gain  to  humanity  ;  but  there  are  memory  of  Cleopatra  descends  to 
Msses  too,  which  must  count  as  the  lowest  level  of  interest  since 
serious  offsets.  How  are  mankind  the  scenes  in  which  she  bloomed 
ever  to  be  compensated  for  the  and  charmed  became  common 
Qgnorance  and  darkness  out  of  tracks.  Familiarity  and  awe  can« 
wMch  glimmered  the  shadowy  not  away  together ;  gnomes  and 
forms,  the  impossible  adventures,  afrites,  marvels  and  dreams,  flea 
the  occult  powers,  the  monsters  an-  before  accurate  topography  and 
imate  and  inanimate,  of  sovereign  everyday  intimacy.  Unfortunately, 
€ction,  the  materials  of  ever-to-be-  the  science  which  istomine  Eg^t 
wept  romauoe  ?  I  might  parody  and  other  strongholds  of  fable  into 
Pill's  fustian,  and  say,  ''  Come  material  for  facts  and  figures,  and 
we  to  plain  facts  here,  and  are  forbids  them  any  longer  to  famish 
cbarmea  fables  nothing?"  Alas,  such  stuff  as  dreams  are  made  <^ 
alas !  advancement  will  be  dearly  does  not  take  us  much  nearer  to 
paid  for  if  it  is  to  cost  us  our  an  even  obscure  acquaintance  with 
mysterv  and  our  m^ths  !  life  in  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  so  that 
Of  all  Uie  countries  of  the  earth,  it  gives  us  no  compensation  for  the 
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joys  which  it  takes  away.  If  it  is  too  common  among  them.  I  re- 
would  onl^  land  a  few  enterprising  collect  the  case  of  one  old  witness 
explorers  in  the  moon,  and  bring  in  an  assize  court,  who  evidently 
them  back  to  us  after  a  sojourn  did  not  consider  the  oath  which  he 
there,  imagination  might  transfer  had  just  sworn  to  be  a  sufficient 
her  regard  to  the  satellite,  and  find  security  that  he  would  speak  the 
there  the  pictures  which  she  may  truth  ;  for,  as  counsel  commenced 
no  longer  import  from  comers  of  to  examine  him,  he  turned  to  the 
the  earth.  But  we  are  to  have  no  judge,  at  the  same  time  raising  his 
twilight  region  henceforth — noth-  clasped  hands,  and  saying — 
ing  between  prosaic  accuracy  and  '^  my  lord,  do  you  see  my  two 
blank  ignorance.  hands  ?  " 

On  reading  over  what  I  wrote  "What  does  this  mean?"  said 

just  now  about  familiarity  operat-  the  judge.  "Yes,  I  see  your  hands; 

ing  to  the  abatement  of  awe,  I  am  but  why  don't  you  attend  to  the 

reminded  of  how  the  country  peo-  gentleman's  question  ?  " 

pie  often  lose  their  regard  for  the  "  Well,  my  lord  judge;  what  I've 

solemnity  of  an  oath.     This  may  got  to  say  is  this  :     I  hope  those 

arise  from  the  irreverent  adminis-  hands  may  never  uncleb  [t&,  un- 

tration   of  oaths  in  justice-rooms,  fasten]  no  more,  if  I  don't  tell  the 

or  from  the  profane  swearing  con-  whole  truth.      I  wouldn't  say  that 

ceming  unimportant  matters  which  to  a  lie." 


PRICES   OF   FOOD— DITTO    OF   MEN. 

Rustic  simplicity  is  fast  disap-  tainly  much  dearer  than  they  ought 
pearing,  now  that  .communication  to  be.  If  graziers,  fishermen,  and 
IS  so  easy,  and  men  of  all  classes  farmers  received  large  payments 
contrive  to  see  a  little  of  the  for  these  commodities,  it  might  be 
world.  And,  unfortunately,  the  supposed  that  the  cost  of  breeding, 
same  transport  which  can  move  taking,  or  growing  them  was  so 
men  about,  moves  also  food  and  great  that  only  a  long  price  could 
other  necessaries,  much  of  which  remunerate  those  who  occupy  them- 
have  greatly  risen  in  price  sijice  selves  therewith.  But  it  is  notori* 
they  can  be  so  easily  transferred,  ous  that  the  first  vendors  of  them 
Such  fish  as  that  old  witness  whom  get  by  no  means  large  profits  for 
I  mentioned  consumed,  would  cost  their  pains,  although  the  con- 
now  four  times  what  he  paid  for  sumers — the  retail  buyers — have 
it,  because  it  can  be  taken  to  the  to  pay  exorbitantly.  The  great 
London  markets.  Vegetables  also  pronts,  no  doubt,  so  into  the 
have  become  very  dear  to  this  pockets  of  butchers,  bakers,  ponl- 
generation,  and  I  think  many  of  terers,  and  fishmongers,  and  pro- 
the  peasants  would  say  they  had  bably  of  other  middlemen  who 
gained  but  little  by  the  march  of  stand  between  the  eater  and  the 
improvement.  producer.      The  rules  of  the  polit- 

It  is  a  bard   thing  that,   with  ical   economists     seem   to    be    at 

employment   so   precarious   as    it  fault  here,   and   might  fairly  be 

is,  and  with  wages  so  low,  provi-  threatened     with    banishment  to 

sions  should  be  high-priced  in  all  Jupiter   or   Saturn  ;  for  spite  of 

the  great  towns.     Butch er's-meat,  the  immense  commerce    in  these 

poultry,  fish,  and   bread  are  cer-  necessaries  of  life,  competition  does 
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not  aid  the  consumer  at  all. 
Rather  there  is  no  healthy  compe- 
tition, for  the  retail  sellers  are  aole 
to  combine  and  overbear  all  at- 
tempts to  offer  the  goods  at  a  lower 
rate.  It  was  for  a  time  hoped  that 
the  co-operative  societies  might  pre- 
vail to  break  the  power  of  what  are 
really  great  conspiracies  againstthe 
interest  of  the  public  ;  but  they 
have  hitherto  accomplished  little 
as  regards  fresh  provisions. 

The  evil  is  one  very  difficult 
to  contend  with,  notwithstanding 
that  we  are  able  to  see  pretty 
clearly  where  the  unsound  place 
is.  Catches  of  fish  are  parted  with 
by  the  toilers  of  the  sea  for  ex- 
tremely moderate  considerations  ; 
foreign  grain  and  foreign  carcasses 
are  brought  hither  and  sold  at  de- 
cidedly cneap  rates, — and  yet  the 
buyer  for  his  own  table  finds  his 
retail  purchase  singularly  dear. 
Now  that  these  facts  are  known, 
it  is  probable  that  in  time  we  may 
see  the  obstacles  to  fair  dealing 
in  the  food  of  the  people  cleared 
away.  So  far,  even  tnough  they 
are  known,  the  facts  obtain  much 
less  attention  than  they  deserve. 
Compare  the  protests  made  by  the 
public  against  the  conspirators  who 
keep  up  the  retail  prices  of  food, 
with  the  indignation  which  clam- 
ours so  loudly  if  one  only  hints  at 
such  a  thing  as  a  protective  duty  ; 
and  yet  the  duty  would  enhance 
the  price  very  far  less  than  these 
combinations  do.  The  duties  are 
made  odious  to  serve  political 
objects  ;  but  it  benefits  no  party 
to  denounce  the  action  of  middle- 
men and  retailers,  and  so  their 
overthrow  is  left  to  time.  Time, 
probably,  will  not  fail  us.  After 
long  waiting  the  public  has  at 
length  had  some  right  done  it  in 
the  article  of  housenold  fuel,  and 
this  gives  groimd  for  hope  that 
right  *will  some  day  triumph  in 
respect  of  provisions. 


Nothing  could  look  more  hope- 
less than  the  high  price  of  house- 
hold coal  did  in  the  south  of  Eng- 
land a  few  years  ago.  Now  it 
has  become,  rather  suddenly,  more 
moderate — the  means  having  been 
found,  after  long  waiting,  of  out- 
flanking the  destructive  army  of 
middlemen,  and  of  bringing  the 
colliery  owner  and  the  consumer 
into  direct  relation.  An  inter- 
mediate business,  which  for  long 
enriched  a  few  tradesmen,  has 
been,  or  soon  will  be,  eliminated; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  population 
at  large  experience  a  marked  relief 
in  regard  to  an  indispensable  com- 
modity. To  the  poor  in  winter, 
the  boon  of  moderately  priced  coal 
must  be  inexpressibly  welcome. 

The  word  price  has  formed  a 
link  between  ideas  which,  at  first 
view,  have  little  in  common.  I 
pass  from  the  price  of  commodities 
to  the  price  of  men. 

What  Walpole  said  about  every 
man  having  bis  price,  seems  to  l>e 
in  these  days  applicable  to  persons 
in  the  employ  of  the  State,  who 
are  intrusted  with  information  or 
documents  which  it  is  their  duty 
to  keep  secret.  Every  now  and 
then  occasions  come  about  when  it 
is  worth  the  while  of  certain  per- 
sons to  pay  highly  for  such  infor- 
mation or  documents,  in  order  that 
they  may  make  the  same  public ; 
and  it  too  often  happens  that  pub- 
lic servants  who  have  not  the  ex- 
cuse of  necessity  or  low  wages  to 
plead,  yield  to  the  temptation  of 
a  heavy  bribe.  It  is  no  unusaal 
thing  for  us  to  read  in  print  some 
of  the  proceeding  of  Councils  and 
Committees,  which  every  one  offi- 
cially aware  of  them  has  been 
bound  to  keep  secret :  this  remark 
applies  to  times  when  such  pro- 
ceedings may  not  be  the  subjects 
of  great  public  curiosity  or  interest. 
But  again,  there  are  times  when 
very  much  anxiety  is  felt  oonoem- 
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ing  secret  documents  or  opiDions,  the  Duke,  who  had  always  thought 

when  it  is  most  inconvenient  (to  highly  of  him,  and  to  try  to  make 

use  a  moderate  word)  to  Cabinets  his  peace  after  such  an  unhappy 

or  Councils  that  their  proceedings  occurrence.     **  Take  damned  good 

should  be  known,  and  yet  when  care  you  never  let  another  letter 

means  can  be  found  of  overcoming  of  mine  to  you  find  its  way  into 

somebody's    honour,    honesty,  or  print ! "  were  said  to  have  been 

«ense  of  duty,  and  of  obtaining  sur-  nis  Grace's  words  which  ended  the 

reptitiously  what  official  prescrip-  interview. 

tion  has  anxiously  endeavoured  to  The  Berlin  Treaty  disclosure  was 
veil  from  public  view.  known  to  have  been  made  by  a 
I  am  led  to  these  reflections  by  temporarily  employed  clerk  in  the 
the  premature  disclosure,  which  English  Foreign  Office.  It  seems 
occurred  last  autumn,  of  the  heads  to  be  a  sad  reproach  to  us  of  the 
of  a  Redistribution  Bill  which  had  nineteenth  century,  that  we  cannot 
been  drawn  up  by  a  committee  of  secure  the  inviolability  of  our  State 
the  Cabinet.  But  I  soon  look  back  papers  and  transactions.  Biohe- 
to  the  earlier  betrayal  of  the  pro-  lieus,  Fredericks,  Metterniohs, 
ceedings  of  the  Berlin  Conference  .could  avoid  such  exposure,  to  say 
in  1878.  And  then  I  return  still  nothingof  the  older  Cabinets  of  the 
farther  into  the  past,  and  think  Escurial  under  Philip  11.,  or  of 
of  the  mysterious  publication  (in  Venice  in  the  days  of  our  Tudor 
1848,  as  I  think^  of  the  letter  ad-  sovereigns.  Tet  we  moderns,  in 
dressed  by  the  nrst  Duke  of  Wei-  the  great  age  of  invention,  with 
lington  to  Sir  John  Burgoyne,  then  all  appliances  and  means  at  our 
Inspector-General  of  Fortifications,  disposal,  cannot  guard  ourselves 
on  the  subject  of  our  defences,  against  the  curious  who  will  pay. 
Burgoyne  was  the  last  man  in  the  Probably  our  inability  in  this  re- 
world  to  make  an  improper  use  of  spect  may  be  traced  to  the  manner 
a  public  document ;  and  it  may  be  of  making  Government  iippoint- 
assumed,  without  argument,  that  ments,  to  which  ourparliamentary 
he  had  no  idea  that  the  document  system  forces  us.  Uad  our  Min- 
was  in  dishonest  hands,  until  after  isters  the  power  of  arbitrarily  ap- 
it  was  in  anybody's  hands  who  was  pointing  and  dismissing  the  secre- 
willin^  to  pay  sixpence  for  it.  He  taries,  clerks,  and  others  in  their 
probably  could  not  avoid  com-  departments,  they  might  find 
municating  to  the  Master-General  means  of  keeping  these  assistants 
of  the  Ordnance  and  others  that  faithful  to  their  trusts.  But  with 
he  had  received  such  a  letter,  the  mode  of  appointment  now  in 
Some  artful  person,  by  theft  or  fashion,  and  with  the  difficulties 
cunning,  ffot  possession  of  the  pa-  that  lie  in  the  way  of  getting  rid 
per,  copi^  it,  and  sold  the  copy  to  of  a  public  servant  though  he  may 
a  newspaper.  The  story  current  be  grievously  suspected,  it  can 
was,  that  a  lady  of  some  notoriety,  hardly  be  but  that  afiPairs  of  State 
by  gross  misrepresentation,  and  liy  are  now  and  then  confided  to  em- 
a  solemn  promise  that  no  improper  piov^  who  prove  to  be  corruptible, 
use  should  be  made  of  it,  obtained  If  the  same  kind  of  treachery 
possession  of  the  letter  for  an  hour  was  not  complained  of  in  earlier 
from  a  member  of  Burgoyne's  fa-  days,  that  probably  was  because 
mily,  who  took  it  from  his  desk,  there  was  tnen  no  ready  market 
One  may  imagine  the  state  of  mind  for  stolen  papers.  That  there  were 
of  Sir  John  when  he  had  to  go  to  always  weak  natures  ready  to  sac- 
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rifice  duty  for  pelf,  I  am  afraid  we  perniission,  and  not  oaring  for  tbe 
have  only  too  much  warrant  for  dereliction  of  their  duty  as  long 
Baying.  In  old  days  it  was  a  very  as  they  could  secure  the  does 
lucrative  commission  to  hring  home  for  transporting  the  freight.  Of 
a  freight  of  specie  from  abroad,  course  any  man  so  acting  had  to 
The  senders  of  such  valuable  cargo  face  the  decision  of  a  court-martial 
were  always  especially  glad  if  it  on  his  conduct.  But,  unfortnn* 
could  be  confided  to  the  captain  of  ately,  the  gain  to  be  made  by  one 
a  man-of-war.  Hence  at  those  voyage  was  sometimes  so  great  as- 
foreign  stations  whence  we  received  to  tempt  a  commander  to  risk  hi» 
the  precious  metals,  there  was  commission  to  secure  it.  I  re- 
always  a  chance  of  a  captain  being  member  an  old  captain  who  had 
sent  to  England  with  a  treasure  in  done  this,  and  contnved  to  escape' 
the  hold  of  his  ship,  for  conveying  punishment  for  his  act.  Unless- 
which  he  would  receive  very  sub-  he  was  most  unwarrantably  mis- 
stantial  reward.  When  this  could  represented,  he  used  to  be  fond  of 
be  done  in  due  order — that  is  to  bragging  to  his  familiars  of  this 
say,  when  the  captain  could  take  achievement,  and  of  saying — **  Ton 
his  rich  freight  by  command  of  his  see  I  put  my  commission  in  one 
superior — he  was  simply  a  f ortun-  hand  and  the  freight-money  in  the 
ate  individual.  But  such  things  other,  and  found  the  latter  a  devil- 
used  to  be  known  as'  captains  in-  ish  deal  the  better  worth  having  of 
tri^uing  to  get  the  offer  of  bullion  the  two."  Such  venality  in  a  post* 
freights ;  and  then,  forgetful  of  captain  was  quite  as  bad  as  any 
their  duty  and  honour,  leaving  traffic  in  documents  of  which  we 
their    stations  without  orders  or  have  had  to  complain  in  later  days. 


MEN   ABOVE   PRICE. 

To  turn  now  from  men  who  not  respect  which  would  scarcely  sort 
only  had  their  price,  but  who  did  well  with  processions  and  spec* 
hot  scruple  to  ticket  themselves  as  tacles.  Had  he  left  behind  nim 
open  to  a  bid,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  simply  the  fame  of  a  great  anthor, 
reminded  of  one  whose  conscience  there  might  have  been  something 
was  of  a  far  severer  order.  Only  fitting  in  acting  to  enthusiastic 
a  very  few  months  since,  it  was  audiences  his  tragedy,  with  Miss 
notified  to  English-speaking  men  Ellen  Terry  for  Irene,  and  an  ez- 
that  Samuel  Johnson  had  been  ceptionally  powerful  cast — in  pre- 
dead  a  hundred  years  ;  and  there  sentine  the  London  of  120  years- 
was  a  proposal  to  mark  the  epoch  ago — m  elaborating  tableaux  from 
by  pilgrimages  to  Lichfield  and  the  '  Prince  of  Abyssinia ' ;  bat 
commemorative  ceremonies.  The  the  Johnson  whom  we  revere  to* 
public  did  not,  I  think,  incline  day  is  the  sage  far  more  than  the 
very  seriously  to  the  demonstra-  author.  Our  great  -  grandfathers 
tion  ;  and  probably  those  who  and  grandfathers  did,  I  truly  be- 
best  know  how  to  value  Johnson  lieve,  regard  the  sonorous  Doctor 
sec  no  reason  to  regret  that  this  as  a  mighty  leader  in  all  the  most 
was  the  case.  For  centenaries  are  majestic  modes  of  letters.  His 
becoming  somewhat  vulgar  trib-  drama,  his  didactic  pieces,  his 
utes,  and  our  sturdy  moralist  still  essays,hi8  biographies,and  above  all 
commands  from  his  countrymen  a  these,  perhaps,  his  *  Kasselas,'  were 
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considered  to  represent  eztraordin-  in  small  things,  but-  free  f ron» 
arily  high  flights  of  genius;  but  is  it  grievous  blot  of  any  kind.  With- 
slander  to  say  now  that,  except  the  out  birth  or  connections,  without 
celebrated  Dictionary,  hardly  one  wealth  or  even  competence,  with 
of  his  volumes  is  ever  moved  from  nature  in  many  ways  against  him^ 
the  shelf?  I  can  remember  hav-  Johnson  by  force  of  character 
ing  his  "  classic  "  tale  put  into  my  wrought  for  himself  a  dictatorship^ 
hand  when  1  was  a  lad,  as  a  sub-  to  which  the  well-bom,  the  rich^ 
lime  composition — a  model  of  style  the  gifted,  and  the  great  submitted, 
and  of  construction,  and  a  hive  of  A  grand  figure  truly  !  but  we  have 
wisdom;  but  I  do  not  think  I  at  him  effectually  enshrined  in  the 
that  time  was  enticed  far  beyond  memory  and  sentiment  of  the 
the  initial  sentence  wherein  the  nation.  There  is  no  need  of  going 
drum  is  beat  to  call  the  audience  to  Lichfield, 
together.  How  many  of  his  lines  As  I  have  been  tracing  the  sen- 
do  we  ever  hear  quoted  to-day  ?  tences  immediatelv  foregoing,  it 
Perhaps  the  name  at  which  the  was  impossible  almost  but  that 
world  grewjpale:  I  can  remember  there  should  steal  into  my  mind 
no  more.  While  a  man  might  be  thought  of  a  distinguished  contem- 
presented  with  a  guinea  for  every  porary  and  friend  of  Johnson,who,. 
leaf  of  the* '  Rambler '  or  '  Idler '  in  many  respects,  is  antithetical  to 
which  he  has^turned,  and  yet  not  him.  Dr  Goldsmith  deserves,  and 
be  exceeding  rich  !  has  found,  a  warm  place  in  the^ 
No;  it  is  the  social  and  conver-  hearts  of  prosperity;  but  it  is  not 
sational  Doctor,  the  brave,  true-  his  character,  it  is  his  sweet  and 
hearted  man,  the  denouncer  of  pleasant  writings  for  which  we 
vice  and  profaneness — who  could  cherish  his  memory.  His  pen 
be  neighbour  to  the  poor  and  for-  wound  its  way  into  the  affections- 
saken,  who  could  stun  pretenders  of  men,  charmed  their  ears,  de- 
with  a  concentrated  sentence — the  lighted  their  imaginations.  He 
simple-living  conscientious  Colos- .  did  not  tower  above  them  like 
sus,  to  whom  we  look  back  with  Johnson;  his  voice  came  from 
affectionate  respect.  Great  gather,  among  them,  giving  shape  to  their 
ings  and  special  observances  would  thoughts,  articulating  their  cries^ 
not  create  an  appreciation  of  John-  showing  them  to  themselves  in 
son's  great  qualities  if  we  had  it  kindly  groupings.  How,  being  to 
not;  and  as  fortunately  we  have  the  eye  of  his  fellows  what  heap- 
it,  and  have  retained  it  but  little  peared,  he  could  give  forth  tne 
impaired  for  a  hundred  years,  it  is  utterances  which  delighted  them, 
itself  the  best  witness  to  his  merit  which  delight  us,  ana  which  will 
to  which  we  can  point.  B^ing  delight  our  posterity  for  genera- 
dead  he  yet  speaketh,  as  Abel  does,  tions,  is  one  of  the  mysteries  which 
With  commanding  intellect,  great  for  ever  are  confounding  the  world* 
acquirements,  and  many  infirmities  Immensely  inferior  as  he  was  to 
of  both  body  and  mind,  he  not  Johnson  as  a  man,  as  a  writer  he 
ineffectually  endeavoured  to  live  left  him  far  behind.  Johnson's 
agreeably  to  bis  high  profession:  works  (the  Dictionary  again  ex- 
his  life,  private  and  social,  has  cepted)  are  kept  alive  through  our 
been  exhibited  and  sifted  as  few  lilung  of  their  author;  but  it  is  not 
lives  have  been ;  he  is  seen  to  have  so  with  "  Sweet  Auburn  "  or  "  The 
been  in  tho  main  firm,  honest,  and  Primroses."  7%ey  have  immortal- 
true,  with  many  failings,  especially  ised  Goldsmith;  he  did  nothing  for 
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them  except  brine  them  into  the  have  presented  themselves,  and 
world.  ''  A  word  in  due  season,  still  do  present  themselveSy  though 
how  good  is  it ! "  though  a  true  I  have  been  face  to  face  with  time 
proverb,  might  be  capped  with  one  long  enough  to  haveforgotten  many 
far  more  striking — viz.,a  few  words  a  thing  which  seemed  more  import- 
well  chosen,  and  chanted  in  the  right  ant  than  my  childish  task.  Thns 
key,  how  they  stir  men's  minds  I  am  hardly  an  impartial  ind^  ; 
and  compel  their  sympathies  !  but  it  seems  to  me  that,  begides 
The  music,  pictures,  and  large  the  sweet  and  kindly  thoughts, 
charity  of  '^  The  Deserted  Village  "  and  the  affecting  subject,  the  art 
were  touches  on  the  springs  of  shown  in  construction  has  much  to 
feeling  bv  a  master-hand;  yet  one  do  with  the  merit  of  the  idyL 
may  fairly  doubt  whether  the  mas-  Simple  as  it  reads,  I  should  say 
ter  was  wholly  conscious  of  the  there  is  very  superior  workmau- 
power  that  was  in  him.     On  that  ship  in  it. 

and  on  *  The  Vicar  of   Wakefield '        Now    that    peasant-proprietor- 

I  suppose  that  his  fame  principally  ships  are  so  much  in  favour,  Gk)ld- 

rests.     But  if  we  are  to  measure  smith's  line — 

the   public's   appreciation   by  the  ,,,„,  ,     .  ,        . 

tende^ncy  of  wSU  and.spiker,  "^^SnKm~?'-  ^""^  "*"• 
to  quote  passages  and  brmg  them 

into  familiar  use,  then  the  witty  suggests  itself  as  if  it  were  just 
piece  called  "Retaliation"  is  his  written  for  the  occasion.  The 
most  successful  effort.  Its  lines  poet,  singularly  happy  in  expres- 
are  handed  about  with  great  free-  sion,  has  supplied  a  text  on  the 
dom — often  used  in  Parliament  sentiment  of  which  men  of  a  com- 
and  in  the  lecture-room — much  re-  plexion  far  different  from  his  may 
sorted  to  by  critics  and  essayists,  wrangle,  after  he  has  been  asleep 
and  passed  as  currency  by  many  a  for  an  age.  But  we  must  look  to 
talker  who  knows  not  at  what  mint  him  for  nothing  more  than  the 
they  were  coined.  The  characters  text;  he  was  not  the  man  to  take 
sketched  in  the  poem  were  those  of  hard  questions  in  his  teeth  and 
individuals;  the  application  of  the  shake  the  truth  out  of  theoL  No, 
sketches  is  of  unlimited  extent.  happily  he  was  not;  for  had  he 
My  earliest  acquaintance  with  been  given  to  demonstration,  we 
Goldsmith  (and  it  came  very  early  should  have  wanted  the  inimitable 
in  my  career)  was  through  his  baf-  pictures  of  the  preacher,  the  peda- 
lad  "  The  Hermit,"  which  I,  with  gogue,  the  ale-house,  the  village- 
some  difficulty,  got  by  heart.  I  green,  and  the  emigrants.  I  dount 
was  so  young  and  so  unpractised  if  there  be  much  wisdom  in  this 
in  poetical  methods  as  not  to  be  delightful  poem,  and  whether  it 
able  to  comprehend  the  situation  may  not  have  instilled  into  many 
in  the  opening  without  assistance;  minds  grave  mischievous  error  hid- 
but  I  remember  well  how  power-  den  in  its  surpassing  sweets.  But 
fully  affected  I  was  by  the  romance  into  its  tendencies  I  will  not  now 
when  once  I  received  it.  The  verses  inquire  ;  it  is  genuine  poetry, 
took  firm  hold,have  withstood  ''the  .  brought  pure  from  Helicon. 
whips  and  scorns  of  time," —  When  one  reflects  on  the  many 
-Jn  all  my  wanderings  round   this  ^epartmenU  of  the  fctt»  iMresin 

world  of  care,  which  *  Goldsmith's    success    has 

In  all  my  grieffih— and  God  has  given  stood  the  test  of  a  oentury^-oer- 

my  share/' —  tainly  tale,  drama,  satire,  eologae, 
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and   most   tender    and    melodious  In   writing  thus,   I    do     not,     of 

pastoral — the    thought    will    rise  course,    overlook    the    fact     that 

that  to  him,much  more  aptly  than  Garrick's  fame  has  been  preserved 

to   Sheridan,   might    Moore   have  by  the  works  of  his  frientls. 
applied  his  eulogy,  that  he  ran  Apropos  of  his  fame,  the  asser-. 

tion  that   he   or   any   other,   was 

**  Through  each  mode  of  the  lyre,  and  the  greatest  actor  that  ever  lived, 

was  master  of  all."  sounds  very   arbitrary.     That   an 

actor  was  the  first  of  his  own  time 

Yet,  with  his  various   talents,   he  ig  a  thing  susceptible  of  proof  by 

appeared   to   many    simply    as    a  evidence  :  but  how  it  can  be  proved 

medium  through  whose  lips  a  fa-  that    he    excelled    performers    of 

miliar  spirit  poured  stirring  utter-  another  time  beside  whom  he  never 

ances  which  were  hardly   filtered  appeared,  and  who  were  never  seen 

through   his  brain  ;   for,   tried  in  by  audiences  who  had  enjoyed  his 

society  on  a  sudden,  or  when  the  presentations  of  characters,  passes 

weird    influence    was    absent,    he  comprehension.     It   is   a  received 

gave  no  indication  of   a  superior  axiom     with    some    writers,    and 

mind,   while   he   offered    but   too  accepted    bv   a   vast    number  of 

many  proofs  that  he  was  neither  believers,   that   Garrick    was    the 

wise  nor  prudent.  greatest   of  the   actors  who  have 

"What  was  good  was  spon-  walked  the  English  boards.  But 
tan  ecus,  his  faults  were  his  own,"  how  compare  Garrick  with  Mac- 
are  remarks  that  may  be  reflected  ready  or  with  Irving  ?  It  is  hardly 
upon  the  writer  of  them.  I^either  possible  that  a  critic  who  has  seen 
Johnson  nor  Goldsmith  saw,  prob-  Irving  can  have  seen  Gkirrick. 
bably,  how  he  would  anpear  to  How,  then,  is  a  comparison  to  be 
posterity,  yet  each  seemed  to  have  made  ?  This  we  know — viz.,  that 
some  insight  into  the  other's  Garrick's  generation  be-Rosciused 
genius.  Goldsmith  told  Johnson  him,  extolled  him,  and  enjoyed  his 
that  if  he  wrote  of  fishes,  he  would  talents  in  a  degree  to  which  we 
make  them  all  whales  ;  while  find  no  parallel  in  foregoing  or 
Johnston  said  of  his  friend,  that  he  succeeding  generations.  This,  how- 
would  make  a  history  of  the  earth  ever,  simply  proves  that  Garrick's 
and  animated  nature  as  entertain-  contemporaries  were  more  devoted 
ing  as  a  fairy  tale.  to  the  drama  than  men  of  older 

There  was  a  common  friend  of  time  or  than  men  of  this  day.  Say 

them   both    in    whose    honour    a  that  Garrick's   career  was  run  at 

centenary   commemoration   might  a  period  when   the   minds  of  in- 

have  been   very    fitting,   because,  structed  men  and   capable  critics 

from  the  nature  of  his  art,  his  pro-  were  directed  to  the  achievements 

ductions  could  not  remain  to  speak  of  actors  more  intently  than  at  any 

for  themselves.     I  mean,  of  course,  other  time,  and  you  will  find  few 

Garrick,  whom  we  can  know  only  to  differ  from  you  ;  but  this  is  very 

by  the  descriptions  and  panegvric^  different  from  demonstrating  that 

which     his    contemporaries    have  he    was    never    equalled    on    the 

handed  down  to  us.     Some   cere-  English  stage.     He  improved,  no 

monies,  addresses,  and  well-chosen  doubt,  the  style  of  acting — was,  as 

dramatic   exhibitions   might   have  Goldsmith  said,  "  natural,  simple, 

kept  dear  to  memory  one  whom  his  affecting  " — and    so  he    won    th^ 

own  generation  thought  to  be  the  hearts  and  admiration  of  all  who 

foremost  actor  of  all   this  world,  witnessed  his  playing  :  jet  others 
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may  have  done  the  same  who  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  be  bo 
worthily  judged,  or  to  posRess  so 
many  friends  able  to  sound  so  effec- 
tively the  speaking-trump  of  fame. 
I  thmk  it  is  rather  characteristic 
of  us  English,  that  in  extolling  our 
favourites  we  are  prone  to  draw 


upon  the  credit  of  other  times  a» 
well  as  of  our  own.  It  is  not 
very  long  ago  since  some  fanmtioal 
sycophant  of  a  minister  who  is- 
not  at  the  present  moment  very 
triumphant  far  or  near,  hailed  him 
as  "  the  greatest  statesman  of  thi& 
or  of  any  age." 


AMERICil   AND    DYNAMITE. 

As  to  the  administration  of  the  for  the  indifference  with  which 
*^  statesman "  whom  1  mentioned  they  have  so  long  regarded  the 
just  now,  while  so  many  are  infamous  doings,  we  must  remem- 
deploring  the  miseries    and    dan-    ber  that  many  of  them  saw  in  die- 

fers  which  in  so  many  quarters  explosions  and  murders  only  a  wild 
e  has  brought  upon  us,  I  will  sort  of  justice.  They  were  alto- 
point  to  one  Tittle  streak  of  light  gether  disposed  to  think  us  anjast 
in  international  affairs,  which  per-  and  oppressive,  and  the  complamt» 
haps,  amid  our  innumerable  anxi-  which  the  Irish  raised  against  na 
eties,  has  created  less  satisfaction  seemed  to  them  well  founded* 
than  it  should.  The  United  States  Add  to  this  that  we  have  been^ 
of  America  have  at  last  become  some  of  us,  unwise  enough  to  ad- 
alive  to  the  truth  that  it  is  not  mit  that  there  is  justice  in  these 
just,  or  creditable,  or  wise  to  allow  complaints,  and  we  can  soaroely 
their  cities  and  territories  to  be  wonder  that,  after  this  plea  of 
used  as  rendezvous  for  bands  of  guiUyy  partial  though  it  might  be^ 
assassins  who  contrive  the  wick-  thev  should  not  be  eaten  up  with 
edest  and  most  destructive  crimes  zeal  to  balk  the  Irishmen  oi  their 
against  the  inhabitants  of  Great  vengeance.  There  are  many  siffns 
Britain  and  their  property,  or  as  at  last  that  they  are  perceiving 
workshops  for  the  construction  of  the  truth  as  to  these  matters. 
diabolical  engines  foreffectingthose  They  have  examined  a  little  into 
crimes.  Impunity  for  these  as-  the  meaning  of  Irish  wrongs,  and 
sastins  lasted  so  long  in  America  not  found  them  so  mevous  as  they 
that  we  regarded  the  suppression  were  supposed  to  he  ;  they  haVe 
of  the  contrivances  at  their  source  also  apprehended  the  morbid  oon- 
as  hopeless  ;  and  even  now,  when  dition  which  led  to  self-aoonsation, 
America  feels  scandalised,  we  do  and  been  rather  amused  at  our 
not  think  ourselves  much  nearer  penitential  humour.  Coinoidently 
relief  from  these  practices.  But  almost  with  their  waking  up  to  a 
it  is  a  great  deal,  in  such  cases,  to  perception  of  the  true  state  of  the 
have  public  recognition  of  the  crim-  case,  they  have  been  startled  by  a 
inality  of  these  nefarious  plotters,  cracker  or  two  going  off  at  thdr 
Even  to  rouse  opinion  against  own  doors,  as  may  naturally  be 
them  will  impede  and  discourage  the  case  where  lawless  men  and 
them  greatly  ;  and  opinion  once  explosive  agents  are  allowed  to  be 
aroused,  the  discouragement  will  collected.  When  one  oonsiders 
probably  be  followed  up  to  the  ex-  how  difficulti  if  not  impossibley  it 
tent  of  legislation  and  legal  action,  is  to  keep  a  cork  firm  over  Irish 
When  we  blame  the  Americans    energy  alter  it  has  been  raised  to 
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A  mnrderoua  temperature,  the  won-  of  these  desperadoes  penal — a  very 
•der  grows  that  the  cities  and  towns  moderate,  reasonable  bill,  such  as 
of  America  were  not  of  tener  scenes  we  should  much  like  the  Ameri- 
of  murders  and  demolitions,  which,  cans  to  enact  on  our  behalf  now. 
intended  for  the  Old  World,  boiled  But  our  Commons  had  no  patience 
over,  or  went  off  at  half-cock^  at  all  with  the  proposal — they 
before  they  left  the  New.  The  being  in  this  instance  not  the 
little  murderous  incidents  at  and  objects  bat  the  shelter  of  the 
near  Mr  O'Donovan  Rossa's  office  criminals.  They  grandly  threw 
have,  however,  supplied  proof s  that  out  the  bill,  and  along  with  it 
the  volcanic  action  may  prove  dan-  they  turned  out  Lord  Palmerston. 
gerous  even  in  the  cradle  of  ven-  That  way  of  dealing  with  such  a 
geance  ;  and  one  may  hope  to  hear  proposal  seemed  to  them  at  that 
shortly  that  the  gangs  and  their  time  the  riffht,  honourable,  and 
arsenals  have  been  hunted  out  and  truly  Engllui  one.  We  see  things 
•dispersed.  differently  when  our  own  withers 
We  think  the  Americans  were  are  wrung.  It  was  not,  however, 
very  inconsiderate  and  very  callous,  ajgainst  the  Americans  that  we 
not  to  say  very  spiteful,  m  allow-  sinned  ;  and  they,  fortunately,  are 
^g  Rossa  and  his  vilianous  gans  now  liable  to  act  toward  us  in  a 
to  go  on  so  Ion?  unchecked  and  spirit  more  liberal  than  formerly.* 
oven  unreproved.  We  can  see  There  is  also  a  little  improvement 
plainly  enough  ^what  ought  to  be  in  our  mode  of  dealing  with  these 
•done  when  we  are  in  danger  our-  wholesale  destroyers  at  home, 
selves.  But  how  did  we  act  when  There  seems  to  be  a  growing  con- 
the  French  made  against  us  exactly  viction  that  the  '^  cat  '^may  be  jost- 
ihe  same  kind  of  complaint  that  we  ly  and  beneficially  applied  to  die 
have  since  been  making  against  the  oHcks  of  these  dynamitard  villains; 
Americans  ?  Gangs  of  miscreants  and  our  lawyers  have  discovered 
were  endeavouring  to  assassinate  that  we  may,  without  fresh  l^^lg. 
the  French  Emperor  and  to  create  lation,  make  many  of  the  explosigns 
imarchy  in  France.  They  dared  oapitsd  offences.  One  or  two  hang- 
not  hatch  their  plots  ana  devise  ings  and  one  or  two  floggings  may 
their  murders  on  the  other  side  of  be  expected  to  produce  very  deter- 
the  Channel,  so  they  came  to  Enff-  rent  effects  on  our  conspirators. 
4and  to  plot  and  prepare.  Louis  I  only  trast  that  when  any  of 
Napoleon  knew  this,  and  remon-  them  come  to  be  hanged,  the  finisb- 
strated  with  our  Gbvemment.  era  of  the  law  will  be  able  to  torn 
lord  Palmerston,  then  Prime  them  off,  and*  will  really  make  a 
Minister,  saw  that  our  hospitality  finish.  It  is  too  scandalous  that, 
was  being  abused,  and  that  we  in  this  mechanical  ase^  an  aban- 
were  lending  ourselves  as  a  con-  doned  scoundrel  should  escape  from 
venience  to  the  aeents  of  crime  **  edge  of  penn v  cord  ^  because  the 
and  confusion.  He  accordingly  drop  on  whicn  he  was  perched 
introduced  into  the  Honse  of  Com-  would  not  answer  to  the  hangman's 
mons  a  bill  making  the  practices  efforts. 

PBNIXTIBS  AND  ASSIZB  GOSSIP  ;  WIFH  A  LOOK  AT  THB  OLOOK. 

Though,  as  I  have  said,  the  wis-  us  of  sentencing  workers  in  dyna* 

•dom  seems  to  be  perceived  among  mite  to  the  lash  and  to  the  oor^ 
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yet  it  is  certain  that  we  are  a  long  imprisonment.  When  in  the  raili- 
way  from  adopting  death  or  flog-  tary  services  of  older  days,  a  man 
ging  as  a  punishment  for  ordinary  was  sentenced  to  corporal  punish- 
offences.  Indeed  we  have  well-  ment,  the  doctor  always  watched 
nigh  restricted  legal  punishment  to  the  infliction  of  the  "  cat,"  and  conld 
imprisonment  of  some  kind.  Now  stop  the  chastisement  if  he  found 
it  seems  likely  that  before  very  that  it  was  exceeding  the  sufferer's 
long  serious  difficulties  may  be  physical  power  of  endurance.  The 
interposed  between  the  law's  vie-  same  rule  which  held  in  these  cases 
tims  and  their  imprisonment.  A  — viz.,  that  a  sentence  whiftb  was 
case  has  recently  occurred  wherein  not  intended  to  result  in  death  or 
a  flrst-class  misdemeanant  has  had  permanent  injury  should  not  be 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  con-  carried  out  to  the  extent  of  pro- 
finement  remitted  on  the  plea  that  ducing  either  of  those  results — 
the  punishment  was  injuring  his  may  be  applied  not  unreasonably 
health.  Probably  it  was.  Con-  to  cases  of  imprisonment.  But 
fin^menty  in  most  cases,  does  not  then  arises  the  question,  How  are 
improve  condition  ;  the  popular  be-  transgressors  who  cannot  endure 
lief  is,  that  it  was  never  intended  imprisonment  without  a  serious 
to  do  so.  And  up  to  this  time  breakdown  of  constitution  to  be 
most  of  us  have  been  under  the  punished  at  all  ?  We  shall  either 
impression  that  a  prisoner  must  have  to  let  them  escape  their  pen- 
take  his  chance  of  the  effect  on  his  alties  on  the  ground  of  delicacy,  or 
health  of  expiating  his  offence,  for  to  invent  a  new  punishment,  the 
expiated  it  must  be.  Without  infliction  of  which  will  not  be  oon- 
passing  any  reflection  on  what  has  fined  to^able-bodied,  vieorous  pris- 
occurred  (for  I  am  not  acquainted  oners.  A  great  *  nunaber  of  our 
with  the  representations  which  criminals  are,  it  is  to  be  suspected, 
moved  the  Secretary  of  State  to  not  physically  strong.  Of  course 
pity),  I  feel  certain  that  we  must  not  for  a  moment  think 

**  '•Twin  be  recorded  for  a  nrecedent"  ^^  ^®^^^°^  *^®™  *^^  ^^^  ^^  society, 

i^mi  be  recoraea  for  a  precedent,  ^^^    allowing     them    to    oomnut 

and  that  prisoners  will  naturally  crime  with  impunity.    Yet,  on  the 

be  very  quick  to  put  forward  cer-  other  hand,   what  is  to  be  done 

tificates  Uiat  their  health  is  being  with  them  ?    Shall  we  haye  sana- 

destroyed,  in  order  to  escape  part  tory  retreats  with  pleasaunces  at- 

of  their  sentences.     It  is  to  oe  pre-  tacned,  sheets  of  water  for  boating, 

sumed  that  favor  will  not  in  this  and  horses  and  oaraiages  for  enjoy- 

matter  be  shown  to   any  individ-  ing    the  air?    Three    months    m 

ual  or  to  any  class  of    culprits —  such    seclusion   would     make    an 

therefore    that      tickets   of     de-  agreeable  and  salutary  change  from 

bility   or    disease  will  be  lust    as  the  treadmill ;  and  if  this  relaxa- 

much   sought  after  as    tickets-of-  tion  were  resorted  to  once  a  year, 

leave.  or  perhaps  of  tener,  offenders  of  any 

When  I  first  began  to  think  of  degree  of  delicacy  might  with  such 

this  matter,  it  appeared  to  me  to  aid  contrive  to    serve    out    their 

be  purely  and  entirely  an  innova-  time.     Or  shall  we  look  for  some 

tion  ;  but  upon    consideration,     I  grief  that  shall  be  sharper  for  the 

find  that  remission  on  the  ground  moment,  but  of  shorter  duration  ? 

of  low  physical    condition  has  in  A  rogue  who  should  be  pronounced 

past  times  been  allowed,  though  not  incapable     of     enduring     twelve 

in  reference  to  the  punishment  of  months'    imprisonment  with  hard 
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labour,  might  be  strong  enough  secured  for  him.  The  place  bad 
to  stand  a  few  hours  in  the  pillory  but  a  limited  quantity  of  disposa- 
or  to  be  branded.  One  hardly  ble  rooms  ;  the  early  comers  got 
likes  to  pursue  this  train  of  thought  possession  of  all  these  ;  and  when 
farther,  until  opinion  shall  have  the  eminent  counsel  arrived,  not 
ripened  somewhat ;  but  it  really  a  chamber  could  be  procured  at  all 
looks  as  if,  modem  penal  inventions  — a  chamber  for  hire,  that  is  ;  but 
proving  inapplicable,  we  were  to  he  did  find  where  to  lay  his  head^ 
be  driven  back  upon  some  of  the  and  more  than  that  too.  For  a 
tender  mercies  of  the  middle  ages,  clergyman,  ^ho  was  head-master 
Levity  apart,  we  shall  have  to  of  the  grammar-school,  was  quite 
devise  speedily  punishments  which  shocked  to  hear  of  Erskine  being 
can  with  certainty  be  inflicted,  so  hardly  put  to  it.  So  he  invited 
Those  which  there  is  a  fair  chance  him  into  his  own  house,  and  placed 
of  evading  on  the  plea  of  failing  two  or  three  of  the  best  rooms  at 
health,  genuine  or  pretended,  wiu  his  disposal.  The  business  lasted 
altogether  lose  their  deterrent  only  a  very  few  days,  when  Erskine^ 
effect ;  for  every  knave  will  think  on  departmg,  told  his  host  that  he 
himself  clever  enough  to  get  the  hardly  knew  how  adequately  to 
length  of  the  doctor's  foot,  and  so  thank  him  for  his  attention,  and 
run  the  chance  of  anything  which  that  he  should  be  very  happy  if  he 
does  not  promise  to  be  more  severe  ever  found  he  had  an  opportunity 
than  **  quod."  of  returning  the  favour.  "  You 
The  law's  inflictions  have  altered  will  have  that,  sir,  before  long, 
very  much  within  the  period  that  without  doubt,"  answered  the 
I  can  recollect.  I  remember  to  schoolmaster.  ''You  are  quite 
have  seen  a  m^  whipped  in  the  sure  to  become  Lord  Chancellor^ 
market  •  place.  I  have  seen  a  and,  by  the  time  you  are  so  I  shall 
man  in  the  stocks.  I  have  be  very  glad  to  give  up  teaching 
seen  and  heard  a  man  con-  and  to  settle  down  in  a  living." 
demned  to  death  for  sheep-steal-  Erskine  was  afraid  there  was  no 
ing,  and  remember  one  to  have  such  glory  in  store  for  him  as  his 
been  hanged  for  robbery  on  the  entertainer  anticipated,  but  he  re- 
highway,  and  another  for  stealing  peated  his  offer  of  service  what- 
a  iiorse  and  committing  sundry  ever  station  he  might  occupy, 
other  thefts.  Scarlett  and  Wilde  When  he  became  Chancellor  the 
in  court  are  two  figures  whom  I  clergyman  got  his  living.  Whether 
can  recall  with  tolerable  distinct-  Erskine  gave  it  without  reminder, 
ness.  The  generation  before  mine  or  whether  the  parson  had  to  ask 
remembered  Erskine,  and  some  of  for  it,  I  cannot  remember,  but  cer- 
my  friends  of  that  generation  had  tainly  the  Chancellor  paid  honestly 
a  good  deal  to  say  about  him.  I  and  well  for  having  been  taken  in 
wUl  repeat  one  aifecdote.  Erskine  and  done  for  in  his  need. 
(I  presume,  after  he  had  held,  or  Up  to  a  little  before  my  day 
while  he  was  holding,  office)  was  there  was  always  an  assize  ball  ; 
brought  down  to  a  country  assize  and  the  ceremonies  observed  in 
town  to  plead  in  some  important  bringing  the  judges  into  town 
case.  Either  there  had  been  some  were,  within  my  recollection,  ex- 
uncertainty  until  the  last  about  ceedingly  quaint.  I  have  an  ac- 
his  being  able  to  attend,  or  there  count  of  them  somewhere,  and 
bad  been  some  mismanagement,  so  may  possibly  give  it  to  Maga's 
that  accommodation  was  not  early  readers    on    another    occasion.     I 
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have  not  left  myself  space  for  it  about  the  alteration,  and  for  whose 
in  the  present  paper  ;  but  I  will  benefit  is  it  to  be  done  ?  I  quite 
mention,  before  I  forget  it  again,  fail  to  perceive  what  gain  tnere 
the  resistance  to  serving  the  office  can  be  in  marking  the  dial  with 
of  high-sheriff  which  was  persist-  XVI.'s  and  XXlV's.,  or  in  talking 
ently  and  successfully  offered  for  of  twenty  -  one  o^clock,  to  com- 
many  years  by  an  eccentric  old  pensate  for  the  wrench  whioh  our 
squire.  He  cared  little  for  the  habits  will  suffer  in  remaining  the 
honour  and  glory  of  the  shrievalty,  afternoon  and  evening  hours.  We 
and  objected  most  earnestly  to  the  shall  be  spared  the  trouble  of  writ- 
trouble  and  expense,  for  he  would  ing  ▲.  m.  and  p.  ic  when  we  specify 
liave  had  to  buy  a  state  carriage,  set  the  time  of  day,  and  we  shall  avoid 
up  a  troop  of  retainers,  and  I  know  the  confusion  which  might  pos- 
not  what  besides.  On  the  other  sibly  arise  from  omission  to  insert 
hand,  there  was  a  fine  of,  as  I  these  abbreviations ;  in  return,  we 
think,  £500  for  not  serving  the  shall  have  a  cumbersome  method 
office,  if  once  nominated  to  it.  of  notation.  Surely  the  old  style 
The  problem  therefore,  for  the  old  has  not  been  found  so  inconvenient 
^character,  was  to  avoid  serving  that  a  new  one  is  imperatively 
the  office,  and  avoid  paying  the  called  for !  For  my  part,  I  hmre 
fine.  This  he  solved  very  effectu-  run  through  a  large  number  of 
ally  by  giving  notice  to  the  officers  years  without  ever  coming  to  thir- 
who  named  the  magnates  from  teen  o'clock,  and  I  could  be  well 
whom  the  sheriff  would  be  selected,  content  to  live  out  mv  span  wiUi- 
thatif  made  sheriff  he  would  serve,  out  being  ever  taught  by  proud 
"  But  aa  sure  as  you  live,"  he  science  to  stray  to  that  numerator 
added,  ^^I'll  go  with  a  wain  and  of  time.  We  can  see  how  the 
oxen  to  meet  the  judges,  and  my  world  wags  quite  as  well  with 
people  shall  come  in  smock-frocks,  small  numbers  as  with  mouth-fiU- 
with  forks  in  their  hands."  Every-  ing  ones,  and  the  tale  whioh 
body  was  convinced  that  he  would  hangs  thereby  will  be  as  impres- 
4o  as  he  threatened  ;  they  did  not  sive  in  units  as  in  dozens.  When 
dare  to  commit  the  honour  of  the  it  was  necessary  to  alter  the  reek- 
county  to  such  hands  ;  and  he  onine  of  years,  those  who  under- 
went down  to  the  grave  a  Ycry  old  stood  the  matter  submitted  to 
man,  without  having  been  ever  inconvenience  with  a  good  grao& 
troubled  to  execute  the  office  of  and  kept  Epiphany  on  what  would 
chief  magistrate.  have  Men  Christmas-day^  becaase 
And  now,  by  a  glance  at  the  there  had  been  really  an  error  in 
clock,  I  learn  that  I  must  give  the  old  style.  But  there  is  no 
over  my  musings,  and  betake  my-  error  in  reckoning  the  twelve  honn 
self  elsewhere.  By  the  way,  is  it  twice  in  the  astronomical  day  ;  and 
now  a  decreed  method  that  we  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that— well,  I 
are  to  change  the  small  hours  of  can't  say  all  thiat  is  in  my  heart 
our  afternoons  into  teens  and  just  now,  for  if  I  do  I  shall  iner- 
twenties  ?    If  so,  who  is  to  bring  itably  miss  my  train. 
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Since  the  year  1863,  when  Rus-  with  those  on  the  other  side, 
sia  may  be  said  to  have  definitely  But  where  was  this  to  be  found  ? 
set  out  on  her  southern  marcn  Certainly  not  before  she  had 
through  Central  Asia,  collision  be-  reached  the  British  Indian  border, 
tween  her  and  Great  Britain  has  Thus,  accepting  "imperious  neces- 
simply  been  a  matter  of  time,  sity  "  as  the  sole  motive  that  was 
So  obvious  was  this  fact,  that  it  forcing  her  southward,  we  had 
was  superfluous  to  assert  it,  and  only  to  wait,  with  a  full  assurance 
folly  to  deny  it.  Yet  there  is  no  that  time  would  speedily  bring  her 
question  of  our  time  that  has  been  face  to  face  with  us  at  the  western 
more  rancorously  discussed  than  end  of  the  Khyber  Pass.  But 
this  Central  Asian  question,  which,  there  were  soon  evidences  that 
put  in  its  plainest  and  most  defin-  therewere  other  and  more  powerful 
ite  form,  is — Are  British  and  Rus-  motives  at  work  in  addition  to  the 
sian  interests  likely  to  meet  in  con-  avowed  impulse.  Each  great  step 
flict  in  High  Asia  ?  Divested  of  that  Russia  has  taken  in  Central 
party'  feeling  and  prejudice,  the  Asia  has  been  taken  by  stealth,  in 
Central  Asian  question  never  could  direct  violation  of  her  assurances, 
have  had  but  one  side  that  would  and  frequently  in  contravention  of 
bear  exposure  to  the  light  of  rea-  her  solemn  guarantees.  She  h^ 
son.  Once  committed  to  a  south-  confessed  herself  that  she  cannot 
ward  movement,  Russia  must  go  on  control  her  advance  :  her  progress 
until  she  found  hei*self  confronted  has  been  uniformly  marked  by 
by  some  barrier,  either  natural  or  fraud  and  dissimulation.  In  either 
political,  strong  enough  to  stay  her  case,  whether  pushed  forward  by 
advance.  "  Imperious  necessity,"  the  irresistible  force  of  events,  or 
Prince  Gortschakoff  pointed  out  pressing  onward  to  gratify  a  greedy 
in  1864,  in  his  famous  circular  lust  of  territory,  only  one  conclu- 
defending  the  new  annexations,  sion  could  lie  before  a  sensible 
was  urging  Russia  on  against  her  onlooker  —  that  a  rencontre  be- 
will  ;  and  we,  with  our  experience  tween  Britain  and  Russia  must 
in  India,  were  bound  to  acknow-  ultimately  ensue,  and  that  it  re- 
ledge  the  force  of  the  same  motive  mained  with  the  former  to  fix  the 
power  which  had  carried  us  from  place  of  meeting. 
Calcutta  to  the  Khyber,  until  we  If  any  politicians  of  the  "  mas- 
there  met  with  a  natural  frontier!  terly  inactivity  "  school  have  sur- 

Granted  that  Prince    Gortscha-  vived  the  shock  which  the  events 

kofiPs    "  imperious  necessity  "  af-  of  the  last  few  months  must  have 

forded  a  valid  excuse  for  Russia's  caused  them,  with  what   feelings 

marching  southward  from  the  Jax-  can  they  look  back  upon  the  long 

artes   and    absorbing  the  Central  and  bitter  discussions  which  have 

Asian  khanates,  it  was  clear  that  taken  place  during  the  past  twenty 

the  same  motive  must  continue  to  years !     Every  plea  they  had  ao- 

impel  her  on  until  she  encountered  vanced  in  excuse  of  Russia — every 

a  power  strong  enough  to  arrest  assurance,  when   another  khanate 

her  progress,    and  a  frontier  line  had  been  swallowed  up,  that  now 

sufficiently  settled  to  allow  of  no  the  bourne  had  been  reached— every 

causes    of  quarrel   or  contention  apology  for  Russian  annexation, — 

VOL.  CXXXVIl. — ^^NO.  DCCCXXXIV.  2  P 


550                           Russia  in  Search  of  a  Frontier.  [^V^ 

have  been  shown    to  be   qaite  as  the  line  of  the  lower  Jazartes  and 

worthless  as  Russia'^  own  profes-  the  Chu  river  to  Issik  Kul  Lake, 

sions  on  the  subject.     And  this  is  She  seized  on  Tashkend  in  1865^ 

not  all.      They  have  consistently  reduced    Bokhara  to  vassalage  in 

sought  to  mislead  the  British  pub-  1867,  entered  Samarcand  in  1808, 

lie  as  to  the  position  and  aims  of  and  annexed  Khiva  in  1873.     The 

Russia  in  Asia — have,  successfully  flagrant  violation  of  her  pledges  in 

for  the  most  part,  endeavoured  to  the  case  of  Khiva,  and  the  outbreak 

frustrate   all   attempts   to    induce  of  the  Russo-Turkish  war,  forced  her 

the  Government  to  get  Russia  to  for  a  while  to  pause  in  her  aggres- 

specify  a  definite  limit  to  her  en-  sions  ;  but  no  sooner  were  her  arms 

croachments — and  have  misrepre-  set  free  in  Europe  than  she  began 

sented  the  warnings  of  those  states-  a  new  advance,  this  time  by  the 

men  who  distinctly  foretold  what  Attrek  Valley,  which  was  to  lead 

must  ensue,  as  the   utterances  of  her  direct  to  the  Afghan  border. 

Chauvinists   wishing    to    provoke  and  thus  bring  to   a  direct  issue 

a  quarrel  with  a  friendly  Power  the  question    how    lone   the  for- 

whose   mission   it   was  to    divide '  bearance  of  Britain  would  last, 

with  ourselves  the  task  of  civilis-  In  reality  her  conquests  in  the 

ing  Asia.     Should   a  rupture  en-  khanates  were  of  little  consequence 

sue  from  tfie  present  collision  on  compared  with  this  last  encroach- 

the  Afghan  frontier,  the  preachers  ment,  which  was  planned,  and  to 

of  ''  masterly  inactivity,"  and  the  some  extent   carried   out,  hj  the 

Liberal  Government,  that  has  al-  genius   of  Skobeleff.      Until   the 

ways  been  a  servile  promoter  of  Turkomen  tribes  lying  to  the  south 

their  doctrines,  will  be,  in  reality,  of  the   Oxns  were  as   completely 

more  to  blame  than  Russian  gen-  broken  to  her  yoke  as  the  Khirgis 

erals  or  Russian  diplomatists.  and  Usbegs  on  the  other  side,  her 

Looking  back  from  our  present  power   must   always   be   more  or 

stand-  point  face  to  face  with  the  less  subject  to  disturbance.     When 

Russian  outposts  in  the  Murghab  the  Turkomans  were  reduced,  there 

and  Heri-Rud  valleys,  we  may  well  would  lie  no  further  obstruction  to 

wonder  how,  in  the  face  of  patent  a  junction  between  her  armies  of 

facts,  a  policy  of  '*  masterly  inactiv-  Turkistan  and  of  the    Oaacasas. 

ity  "  ever  for  a  moment  obtained  a  When  the  news  of  SkobelefTs  vic- 

hearing.     From  1863  down  to  the  toryatGeokTeppe,andof  theooca« 

present  time,  Russia's  career  has  nation  of  Askabad  which  speedily 

been  one  uninterrupted  progress  ;  followed,  showed  that  the  way  lay 

and  she  has  utilised  the  occasions  open  to  Merv  and  Sarakhs,  it  was 

when   a  halt   has  been  called  for  surely    high    time   for  Qritain  to 

an  explanation   of  her  intentions,  bethink  herself  of  what  the  next 

to  consolidate  her  conquests  and  to  step  must  be.     When  the  Russians 

prepare  for  the  next  spring.  In  the  in  1863  commenced  to  move  from 

course  of  eleven  years  she  covered  Fort  Kasala  on  the  Jaxartes,  the 

the  vast  country  between  the  Jax-  British  Govemmeet  began  to  en« 

artes  and  the  Oxus,  either  wholly  tertain  suspicions  as  to  their  nlti- 

reducing  it  to   Russian   territory,  mate  destination — althongb  then  a 

or  leaving  it  under* the   nominal  distance  of  1682  miles,  macb  of  it 

government  of  native  rulers  who  desert,  and  all  of  it  difficult,  separ- 

are  mere  puppets  in  the  hands  of  ated  them  from  our  frontier  ;  bat 

the  Czar's  military    commanders,  now  that  at  Sarakhs  she  is  little 

In  1863  her  southern  frontier  was  more  than  700  miles  from  Quetta, 
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the  Oovernment  evidently  thinks  have  unfailingly  attended  all  oar 

it  can  afford  to  treat  her  presence  efforts  to  have  a  proper  demar- 

as  a  matter  of  indifference.  cation  of  the  north-western  bound- 

For  this  last  and  most  important  ary  of  Afghanistan  effected.   Lord 

niovement  Russia  has  chosen  her  Mayo,  when  Viceroy  of  India,  was 

time    happily.      The  well-known  very  anxious  for  a  timely  settle* 

callousness  of  the  Gladstone  Gov-  mentof  this  difficult  subject.  When 

emment  to  all  the  foreign,   and  the    <* neutral    zone"  policy  was 

es]>ecially  the  Indian,  interests  of  arranged  with  Russia  during  Sir 

Britain,    was    a    safe    guarantee  Douglas  Forsyth's    mission  to  St 

that  no  obstacles  would  be  placed  Petersburg  in  1869,  it  was  agreed 

in  the  way  of  her  advance  from  that  the   territory   then    actually 

the  Caspian ;   while  the  troubles  held  by  Shere  Ali  Kahn   was  U> 

in  which  the  Premier  bad  involv-  constitute  the  limits  of  Afghani- 

ed  his  country  forbade  the  sup-  stan,  and  it  was  intended  that  the 

position   that   under  his  adminis-  boundary-line  should  be  fixed  on 

tration  Britain  would  engage  in  this  principle.  A  rough  agreement 
a  war  with  Russia  save  as  a  last*  was  arranged  between  Lord  Lof tus 

resort.     Accordingly,  she  waxed  and  Prince   Gortschakoff    in  the 

bold,    and    swept    up     Sarakhs,  winter  of  1872-73  ;  but  as  it  was 

although  our  military  authorities  not  followed  up  bv  a  survey,  and 

were  well  aware  of  the  import-  was  accompanied  by  the  "most 

ance  of  that  position.    Indeed  a  decided  and    positive    assurances 

little    before    the    annexation    of  that  not  onlv  was  it  far  from  the  in- 

this  post,  Sir  C.   Macgregor  had  tention  of  t&e  Emperor  to  take  dos- 

reported  that  Sarakhs  could  not  session  of  Khiva,  but  positive  oraers 

fail    to  'exercise  a  very    serious  bad  been  prepared  to  prevent  it," 

influence  on    the    momentous  is-  and  that "  bis  Majesty  tne  Emperor 

sue  of  the  Indo-Russian  frontier  considers    extension  of    territory 

question.  to  be  an  extension  of  weakness,^ 

*  it  is  not  much  wonder  although 

vlP^'.'^  *^?,  ^V'  1'  must  happen,  j^  speedily  passed  out  of  account, 

whether  It  faU  into  the  hands  of  the  Lo,!2l  Mayo\i  lamented  death  pre- 

fnends  of  England  or  into  those  of  her  \Lj?t-^   «*#:r,.  «k;«i.   «,i»M 

foes.    Whether  Russia  use  Sarakhs  as  T«°^  that  action  which   would 

a  base  for  offensive  measures  against  «*▼«  undoubtedly  been  taken,  to 

Herat,  or  England   use  it  as  a  de-  have    the    frontier    line    strictly 

fensive  ou^ost  to   defeat  any  such  marked    off ;     and     his    sucoes- 

operations,  that  position  will  be  heard  gor.  Lord  Northbrook,  so  effectu- 

01  again.    And  if  my  feeble  voice  can  ^Uy  succeeded   in  alienating  the 

^ect  a  warning  ere  it  is  too  late,  let  confidence  of  the  Ameer,  that  no 

U^nd":^^.  rr^^  proposals  from  the  Gove^men^^^ 

fmce,  Russia  wiU  use  U  for  offence.''  ^^^\  /or  a  formal    delimitation 

would  have  been  listened  to.  Lord 

In  spite   of  this    siraificant  can-  Northbrook   bequeathed  to   Lord 

tion  Sarakhs  was  allowed  to  fall  Lytton  all  the  elements  of  a  mp* 

an  easy  prey  to  the  advanced  forces  ture  with    Afghanistan,  and  the 

of  Russia,  and  it  was  only  when  it  war  which  followed    placed    the 

was  too  late  that  the  British  Gov-  frontier    question    in    the    back- 

emment  began  to  feel  alarmed,  and  ground.      Lord   Ripon,  the  ^  next 

to  press  for  an  amicable  delimita-  viceroy,  was  too  much  occupied  in 

tion  of  the  frontier.  carrying  out  his  orders  to  *^  scuttle 

Misfortune    seems    hitherto   to  •out'' of  Afghanistan,  and  too  little 
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concerned  about  the  foreign  pol-  our  duty,  as  well  as  our  ultimate 
itics  of  British  India,  to  trouble  interest,  to  endeavour  to  preserve 
himself  regarding  the  matter,  until  for  the  Ameer  all  the  territory 
the  advance  upon  Sarakhs,  and  the  that  properly  belongs  to  Afghan* 
preparations  for  carrying  on  a  line  istan,  as  well  as  to  place  the  fron- 
of  railway  from  Kizil  Arvak  to  tier  line  as  far  as  possible  from 
Askabad,  warned  the  Government  Herat.  But  since  we  have  al- 
that  the  subject  was  no  longer  lowed  Sarahks  to  fall  into  the 
to  be  trifled  with.  At  last,  after  hands  of  Russia  without  a  mur- 
much  delay,  Sir  Peter  Lumsden's  mur,  we  cannot  very  consistently 
expedition  was  despatched,  to  the  make  the  possession  of  less  import- 
manifest  chagrin  of  Russia,  who  ant  positions  a  serious  ground  of 
naturally  thought  that  as  the  set-  quarrel,  except  on  the  plea  that  we 
tlement  of  the  frontier  had  been  are  bound  to  protect  the  integrity 
staved  off  so  long,  it  would  be  to  of  the  Ameer's  dominions.  The 
her  advantage  to  be  able  to  advance  acquisition  of  Zulficar,  or  even 
a  iiti  poasidetis  claim  to  Herat.  Penjdeh,  would  in  reality  add  little 
From  the  time  Sir  Peter  Lumsden's  to  the  menace  which  the  Rus- 
mission  became  a  certainty,  she  sian  possession  of  Sarakhs  already 
threw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  throws  out  against  Herat.  If  that 
its  accomplishing  its  task  that  dip-  city  is  to  continue  Afghan  terri* 
lomatic  ingenuity  could  devise.  Dif-  torv,  it  is  obvious  that  it  will  have 
ficulty  after  difficulty  was  started  ;  to  be  fortified  and  garrisoned  in  a 
she  could  not  make  up  her  mind  way  that  no  other  city  in  Afghan- 
as  to  a  commissioner  ;  and  at  last,  istan — we  may  almost  say  no  other 
when  one  was  named,  an  officer  was  city  in  the  East — is  garrisoned  and 
chosen  whose  inferior  rank  in  itself  fortified.  And  to  accomplish  this, 
implied  a  direct  insult  to  the  the  unaided  resources  of  Afghan- 
British  Government,  and  whose  istan  are  quite  inadequate.  She  bu 
instructions  have  apparently  been  not  the  money  or  the  engineering 
to  treat  both  the  mission  and  its  skill  requisite  to  convert  Herat 
object  with  the  loftiest  contempt,  into  a  fortress  that  could  with- 
Upon  no  previous  occasion  in  our  stand,  if  needed,  months  of  a  rega- 
history  would  Russia  have  dared  lar  siege  and  the  assaults  of  Ros- 
to  play  with  the  temper  of  England  sian  artillery.  Moreover,  she  has 
as  she  has  done  on  this  occasion,  no  troops  that  could  be  sufficiently 
But  she  knew  the  Government  depended  upon  for  the  defence  of 
with  which  she  had  to  deal  ;  she  so  important  a  fortress.  In  other 
iknew  also  the  embarrassments  words,  since  by  our  carelessneM 
:amld  which  we  are  at  iiresent  we  have  allowed  the  Russians  to 
labouring  ;  and  she  was  quite  pre-  creep  up  to  its  jgates,  the  safety  of 
pared  to  take  what  capital  she  Herat  must  entail  a  new  charge  on 
could  out  of  our  disabilities.  the  British  Government,  unless  it 
With  regard  to  the  points  which  has  made  up  its  mind  to  tolerate 
at  present  are  professedly  at  issue  the  presence  of  the  Russians,  first 
between  the  two  Powers,  we  con-  .at  Cabul  and  Kandahar,  and  shortly 
sider  them  of  infinitely  less  im-  after  at  the  mouths  of  the  Khyber 
portance  than  the  dangers  that  and  Bolan  Passes.  No  "  agree 
arise  out  of  the  attitude  in  which  ment "  or  ^'  arrangement,"  or  even 
they  have  been  placed  towards  the  most  solemn  treaty  that  osn 
each  other  in  the  Murghab  and  be  concocted,  will  now  saffice  lo 
Heri-Rud  valleys.    No  doubt  it  is*  relieve  us  from  this  responsibility  ; 
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and  after  all,  we  can  scarcely  be  between     tbe     Chancellery     and 

said  to  be  paying  more  than  a  fair  Gatschina,   troops  are  being  hur- 

price  for  the  neglect  with  which,  ried   across  the    Caspian    to    the 

for  twenty  years,  we  have  regarded  scene  of  dispute,  all  the  Russian 

the  Russian    encroachments,   and  stations    in    Turkestan   are  in    a 

for  the  consummate  folly  which  in-  bustle  of  preparation  ;  and  proba- 

duced  the  Gladstone  Government,  bly  we  shall  speedily  hear  of  strong 

in  a  fit  of  pique  with  the  policy  of  forces    massing    at    Chariui    and 

its    predecessors,   to  abandon  the  Kilif,  the  two  points  on  the  Ozua 

Position  which  we  held  at  Kanda-  from  which,  as  bases,  Russia  can 

ar  at  the  close  of  the  last  Afghan  most   effectively  operate.     What- 

war.     It  is  to  the  abandonment  of  ever  may  be   the    upshot    of  the 

Kandahar  t)iat   the  whole  of  the  discussions   between    the    British 

present  difficulty  is  directly  due;  and  Russian  Governments,  we  can 

for  it  was   not   until  it  was  posi-  clearly   see  that  Russia's  position 

tively  announced  that  we  were  to  will  be  greatly  improved  by  delay^ 

"  scuttle  "  out  of  Afghanistan  that  by   which  she  assuredly  will  not 

the  Russians  began  to  press  in  the  fail  to   profit.     In  fact,  if  we  look 

direction  of  Merv   and    Sarakhs.  frankly    at    the     situation,    both 

Had  a   British   garrison   been    in  Herat   and   our  expedition    may^ 

Kandahar  at  the  present  moment,  without  exaggeration,  be   said  to 

we  would  have  had  no  more  anxiety  lie  at  her  mercy.    According  to  the 

about  Herat  than  we  have  about  most  recent  accounts,  Russia  haa 

Peshawur.  4000  men  in  and  about  the  Murghab 

It  is  evident  that  Mr  Gladstone's  Valley,  and  as  many  more  on  the 

Government    has    again     entered  Heri-Kud  ;  while  the  British  expe- 

upon  a  course  of  timorous  diplom-  dition  numbers  only  400,  exclusive 

acy,  from  which  it  is  most  unlike-  of  the  officers  of  the  Commission, 

ly  to  extract  an  effective  remedy  Of  the  Afghan  strength  we  have 

for  the  present  difficulty,  and  out  no  accurate    information,  but   it 

of  which  it  is  absolutely  certain  to  must  have  befen  largely  increased 

come  second  best.     A  diplomatic  within  a  very  recent  aate,  if  it  is 

duel   in  which   Lord   Granville  is  able  to  cope  with  the  Russian  force 

pittea  against   M  de   Giers,  must  with  which  it  is  now  confronted, 

oe  a  spectacle  as  ridiculous  to  the  And  we  must  remember  that  every 

rest  of  Europe  as  it  is  painful  to  week  of  delay  will  add  to  the  Rus- 

ourselves.      Already,  in  what  lit-  sian  strength.     She  could  without 

tie  of  the  negotiations  have  been  difficulty    spare  70,000  men  from 

allowed  to  transpire,  we  have  not  the  army   of  the  Caucasus  ;     she 

figured  to  advantage.  While  Lord  could  draw  half  as  many  more  from 

Granville   is   fidgeting,  and  send-  Turkestan  ;  and  we  have  no  mean^ 

ing  special  messages  to  St  Peters*  of  estimating  the  hordes  of  Tnrko- 

burg  to  make  sure  that  Mr  Glad-  man   levies    she    could     at    once 

stone  was  correct  in  his  explana-  throw  upon  Afghanistan.     It  will 

tion  of  the  "  arrangement "  which  be  seen,   then,  that  the  position 

is  to  last  ^'as    long   as    there  is  about   Herat  is  a  precarious  one^ 

occasion  for  it,"  and  which,  it  is  especially  since  it  depends  upon 

presumed,  will  keep  the  Russians  nothing    more    stable    than     Mr 

from  advancing  f artnerwhile  efforts  Gladstone's  ''  arrangement,"  which 

to  settle  the  dispute  are  pending,  chance  or   intention  may  at    any 

Russia  is  calling  councils   of   her  momentdissolvein  open  hostilities, 

generals,  M   de  Giers  is   bustling  *     Nor  is  Herat  the  only  point  from 
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which  Russia  is  effectively  able  to  are  difficult,  and  which  woaid 
menace  the  integrity  of  Afghan-  supply  the  Afghans  with  means 
istan  and  disturb  our  position  in  of  offering  serious  resistance  to  an 
India.  Suppose,  in  case  of  a  rup-  invading  force^  At  all  events,  by 
ture,  Russia  lays  siege  to  Herat,  throwing  troops  from  Tashkend 
she  can  still  draw  sufficient  into  Balkh — and  it  is  agreed  that 
forces  from  Tashkend,  and  other  for  this  object  from  25,000  to 
garrisons  in  the  khanates,  to  over-  30,000  men  and  30  guns  are 
run  the  Afghan  territory  of  Balkh,  available,  to  say  nothing  of  levies 
which  is  probably  not  less  an  ob-  of  irregulars — Russia  could  divide 
ject  of  her  ambition  than  the  pos-  the  attention  of  the  British  and 
session  of  Herat  itself.  Indeed  it  the  Afghans  and  compel  them 
might  not  be  a  very  extravagant  to  assume  a  defensive  attitude 
speculation  to  suppose  that  Balkh,  at  Cabul  as  well  as  at  Herat. 
with  the  Paropamisus  range  for  a  Nor  is  this  all.  From  Balkh, 
frontier,  is  the  *'  golden  bridge  '*  of  Russia  can  command  the  passes 
which  broad  hints  are  now  being  leading  to  India  by  Chitral,  Kash- 
dropped.  But  neither  by  the  mir,  and  Ladakh,  and  compel  us 
Ameer  nor  by  the  British  could  to  concentrate  a  considerable  part 
such  a  proposal  for  one  minute  be  of  our  attention  upon  the  di- 
tolerated.  Russia  iri  Balkh  would  rect  defence  of  our  own  frontier, 
be  even  more  dangerous  to  us  than  These  routes,  no  doubt,  are  difficult, 
Russia  at  Herat.  As  it  is,  if  we  are  even  probably  impracticable 
are  involved  in  hostilities,  x  the  for  a  siege-train  ;  but  neverthe- 
chances  of  a  Russian  invasion  of  less,  it  is  not  beyond  the  vigour 
Balkh  must  greatly  increase  our  re-  and  audacity  of  Russia  to  attempt 
sponsibility  and  danger.  Because  them.  Nor  can  we  afford  to  over- 
the  tide  of  the  invasion  of  India  look  even  the  remotest  possibility 
from  Central  Asia  has  always,  with  of  her  gaining  a  footing  on  the 
the  exception  of  Bauer's  invasion,  flank  of  the  Punjab.  We  shall 
rolled  past  Herat,  we  have  been  therefore  be  compelled  to  guard 
too  apt  to  assume  that  there  is  no  the  safety  of  the  northern  frontier 
other  channel  through  which  it  of  India,  as  well  as  do  battle  for 
can  flow  except  the  traditional  the  integrity  of  the  Ameer's  do- 
one.  Sir  Henry  Norman,  one  minions,  if  unfortunately  the  nego- 
of  the  stanchest  supporters  of  tiations  now  going  on  do  not  lead 
Lord  Lawrence's  '*  masterly  inac-  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the  ques- 
tivity"  policy,  admits  that  "if  tions  at  issue. 
Russia  really  intends  to  injure  us  The  situation  which  now  con- 
in  India,  which  of  course  would  fronts  us  at  present  is  all  the  more 
involve  war  in  Europe,  my  im-  perplexing  that  it  differs  in  many 
pression  is,  that  she  is  at  least  as  respects  from  the  calculations 
likely  to  make  an  advance  from  which  we  have  hitherto  formed  as 
the  direction  of  Tashkend  towards  to  the  way  in  which  a  collision 
Afghan-Turkistan  and  Cabul,  as  between  Britain  and  Russia  would 
to  move  forward  by  Herat."  The  take  place  in  the  East.  We  have 
whole  distance  from  Tashkend  generallyassumed  thatAfgbanistan 
to  Cabul  is  only  841  miles.  The  would  fall  under  the  influence  of 
road  is  good,  with  the  exception  of  Russian  intrisne,  and  that  we 
150  miles  of  sandy  desert  between^  would  have  the  Ameer  as  well  as 
Karshi  and  the  Oxus,  and  the#  the  Czar  for  enemies.  Our  ez- 
passes  of  the  Hindoo  Kush,  whichi  perience  of  Afghan  politics    has 
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hitherto    strongly    favoured    this  ghanistan  would  believe  only  that  we 

view,   which    indeed  was  on  the  ^ere  fighting  against  the  traditional 

point  of    being  realised   had  not  ^^^"^^  <>'  ^^^  reUgion ;  and  the  mea- 

Ik^    T'^-^o*^.    Jf    Q««   Qf^r«»^  *v«*  sure  promises  such  advantageous  ro- 

the    Treaty   of    San  Stefano  put  guitg  for  our  dominion  in  iSdia,  that 

an     end     to     the     efforts     which  ^  patriotic  Englishman  might  ahnost 

Russian   agents   were   making   to  be  pardoned  for  hoping  that  his  ooun- 

€xcite     the    Ameer     against    the  ti^  should  be  driven  by  inadmissible 

Indian   Grovernment,  as  well  as  to  demands  on  the  part  of   Russia   to 

Russia's    intention    to    strike    at  declare  war." 
British  power  in  the  East  in  the 

€vent  of  our  taking  part  with  But  the  interest  that  our  M  o 
Turkey.  But  it  can  scarcely  be  hammedan  subjects  naturally  take 
said  that  we  have  calculated  much  in  the  question  at  issue  is  a 
on  the  probability  of  fighting  side  fact  that  the  Government  ought 
by  side  with  the  Ameer  for  the  by  no  means  to  leave  out  of 
security  of  his  dominions.  The  account  in  its  endeavours  to  affeot 
present  situation  has  its  advan-  a  peaceful  accomodation.  How- 
tages,  but  also  its  drawbacks.  We  ever  much  we  may  desire  by  con- 
have  too  good  reason  to  know  that  cession  to  obviate  the  danger  of 
the  allianoe  of  the  Afghan  people  kindling  war  both  in  Asia  and  in 
is  not  to  be  despised  m  the  field  Europe,  we  must  beware  of  saori- 
«ven  against  a  European  foe  ;  and  ficine  the  interests  of  our  ally  to 
it  is  a  decided  gain  that  we  can  our  desire  for  maintaining  a  good 
look  upon  Afghanistan  as  a  buffer,  understanding  with  Russia.  Such 
and  not  as  a  battering-ram  to  be  an  error  would  not  only,  in  all 
driven  against  us.  We  see  no  rea-  probability,  alienate  the  Ameer, 
son  to  doubt  the  honesty  of  the  and  ultimateljr  throw  him  into  the 
Ameer  on  this  occasion  ;  and  Ab-  arms  of  Russia,  but  it  would  hare 
dulrahman  must  have  had  enough  the  worse  possible  effect  upon  the 
of  experience  of  Russian  rule  m  feelings  of  the  Indian  Mussnl- 
Asia  during  his  years  of  exile  to  mans,  who  are  always  jealously 
know  what  he  and  his  subjects  watching  for  any  breach  of  faith 
have  to  expect  if  they  were  to  fall  towards  Islam,  as  an  excuse  for 
directlj  or  indirectly  under  the  giving  expression  to  their  natural 
dominion  of  the  Czar.  It  is  also  antipathy  for  an  infidel  Gk>veni- 
no  small  matter  that  we  shall  carry  ment.  Even  peace  might  be  pur- 
with  us  in  our  defence  of  the  chased  at  too  high  a  price  if  we 
Ameer's  territories  the  sympathies  shook  the  faith  of  the  Afghans, 
of  the  Indian  Mussulmans,  whose  and  of  their  co-religiofiists  inlndia, 
minds  are  only  too  easily  unsettled  in  our  respect  for  our  treaty  obli- 
when  we  come  into  collision  with  gations.  It  must  be  remembered, 
any  race  of  their  co-religion-  too,  that  in  the  eourse  of  these 
ists.  In  a  paper  prepared  for  Gov-  negotiations  our  Indian  prestige 
emment  by  a  distinguished  gener-  will  have  to  go  through  a  very 
al  ofiicer  in  1878,  when  war  with  trying  ordeal.  Every  concession, 
Russia  seemed  imminent,  the  fol-  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  sar- 
lowiug  passage  very  justly  express-  render,  will  be  regarded  as  wrung 
es  the  effect  which  would  be  pro-  from  us  through  a  fear  of  en- 
duced  upon  them  . —  countering    Russia    in  the  field  ; 

and  there  probably  never  was  a 

**  In  such  a  war  as  is  here  supposed,  time  when  we  stood  more  in  ne^ 

the  Mohammedans  of  India  and  Af-  of  all  the  advantages  which  our 
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prestige  secures  for  ns  Id  the  eyes  England  to  a  Power  which  she  ui 
of  our  Indian  subjects.  In  some-  not  able  to  withstand.  Even  a 
what  less  than  five  years,  the  Mar-  greater  danger  than  the  menaoe 
Guis  of  Ripon  succeeded  in  breaking  which  the  armed  strength  of  Russia 
aown  that  good  feeling  between  would  throw  out  were  she  to  reach 
native  and  European  which  his  the  neighbourhood  of  our  Indian 
predecessors — especially  Lord  Law-  frontier,  would  be  the  effect  which 
rence,  Lord  Mayo,  and  Lord  Lyt-  her  presence  would  hav«  in  unset- 
ton — had  been  carefully  building  tling  the  minds  of  our  native  sub- 
np  ever  since  the  conclusion  of  the  jects,  and  in  presenting  to  them  an 
Mutiny.  The  minds  of  the  natives  outlet  towards  which  disaffection 
have  been  more  unsettled  during  and  discontent  would  naturally  flow, 
the  last  four  years  than  during  the  At  the  present  moment^  while 
whole  previous  period  from  the  the  scales,  it  might  be  said,  are  still 
Queen's  assumption  of  the  govern-  swaying  between  peace  and  war, 
ment.  Rejoicing  in  the  licence  so  it  is  almost  impossible  to  venture 
inconsiderately  granted  to  it,  the  on  a  prediction  as  to  which  side 
native  press  has  assumed  a  tone  the  beam  mav  lean.  One  fact  it 
towards  Europeans  which,  how-  plain,  that  thanks  to  our  own 
ever  little  likely  to  influence  the  negligence  Russia  has  this  time 
educated  classes,  can  scarcely  fail  caueht  us  on  the  hip,  and  that  we 
to  poison  the  minds  of  the  masses,  shall  have  to  pay  thejpenalty  in  one 
One  of  the  worst  features  of  the  way  or  anotner.  We  may  build 
native  press  is  the  importance  the  '*  golden  bridge "  for  her,  but 
which  it  elves  to  the  rivalry  of  it  will  be  at  the  expense  of  our 
Russia  and  Britain  in  the  East,  ally,  whose  interests  we  are  bound 
and  the  broad  hints  which  it  to  protect,  and  consequently  of 
throws  out  that  we  who  have  sub-  our  own  honour  and  of  our  credit 
jugated  themselves,  are  cowed  in  in  the  East.  But  we  may  well 
our  turn  in  the  presence  of  Rus-  doubt  whether  at  the  present  mo- 
sia.  We  could  afford  to  overlook  ment  Russia  will  be  easily  aatia- 
such  language  so  long  as  Russia  fled  by  concessions.  She  knows 
was  as  far  off  as  Samarcand  or  how  greatly  our  military  power  ia 
E^iva ;  but  with  her  troops  al-  crippled-by  our  position  in  Egypt» 
most  at  the  gates  of  Herat,  the  and  she  knows  also  that  another 
case  is  different.  The  Czar  is  no  such  favourable  opportunity  for 
longer  the  White  Spectre  ;  to  the  asserting  her  right  to  hold  on  her 
people  of  India  he  has  now  become  way  may  be  Ions  before  it  again 
a  living  visible  reality.  The  result  presents  itself.  Frobably  the  con- 
of  the  present  negotiations  regard-  sideration  that  the  war  would  not 
ing  the  Afghan  frontier  will  afford  be  confined  to  Asia,  has  greater 
a  ready  test  to  the  natives  of  India  weight  with  her  in  professing  a 
for  estimating  in  their  own  minds  desire  for  peace  than  any  mis- 
the  relative  strength  of  Russia  and  givings  that  she  would  be  likely 
Britain  ;  and  we  regret  to  say  that  to  entertain  about  holding  her 
any  accommodation  that  the  latter  own  with  us  at  present  on  the 
may  feel  justified  in  affording,  will  Afghan  frontier.  We  have  every 
be  hailed  by  the  greater  part  of  reason  also  to  bdieve  that  what- 
the  vernacular  press  as  a  sign  of  ever  influence  the  EuropeanPowen 
weakness  on  the  part  of  the  rulers  may  exercise  in  the  dispute,  will 
of  India,  and  be  paraded  before  be  in  favour  of  an  amicable  settle- 
the  people  as  the  submission  of  ment.    Prince  Bismarck,  probably, 
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will  not  be  loath  to  re-enact  his  part  averted,  the  present  scare  will  not 

of  honest  broker,  and  to  pocket  his  be  without   profit.     It  will    have 

commission  in  the  shape  of  what-  rung  the  knell  of  ''  masterly  inac- 

ever  facilities   we  may   think  fit  tivity,"   which   has   indeed     bee» 

to   afford   to   his  colonial   policy,  dying  a  natural  death  for  several 

France,   in   spite  of   all   that   we  years   past.     It   will   force   us  to- 

have  recently  conceded  to  her,  is  realise,  what  we  ought  all  along  to- 

a  more  doubtful  factor  ;   for  there  have  been  aware  of,  that  Afghan, 

has  been  of  recent  years  a  very  close  istan   can   only   stand  by   British 

understanding  between  Pans  and  protection   and     assistance.      We 

8t   Petersburg,   and   any  war    in  shall   have  to  re-do  all  that  the 

which  we  might  be  engaged  that  present    Government    foolishly — 

would   make  Egypt  a  matter  of  we    may    say     wickedly — unaid. 

secondary  consequence,  would  af-  We  shall  not    merely     have    t^ 

ford  a  temptation   which  the  Re-  again  garrison  Kandahar,  but  we 

public  might  find  it  hard,  to  resist,  shall  have  to  place  the  security  of 

Perilous  as  the  situation  is,  there  Herat,  and  the  due  observance  of 

is  still   ground    for  hoping    that  whatever  frontier  may  be  adopted, 

the  counsels  of  the  Powers  may  under  the  charge  of  British  officerS| 

persuade  Russia    to    moderation,  if  not  British-Indian    troops.     In 

and  that  a  war  may  be  obviated,  no  other  way  can  we  gtiarantee 

the  limits  and  results  of  which  no  that  a  pretext  for  further  aggres- 

diplomatic  foresight  is   capable  of  sion  wul  not  be  afforded  to  Russia  ; 

determining.  and  experience  has  taught  us  that 

The  spirited  conduct  of  the  a  so-called  "  imperious  necessity " 
Indian  Government  will  also  not  may  at  any  time  cause  her  to  over- 
be  without  effect.  Lord  Dufferin  ride  all  her  pledges^  As  we  have 
is  already  bustling  to  get  50,000  said  above,  the  protection  of  Herat 
men  at  once  ready  for  the  field,  must  necessarily  henceforth  de- 
and  the  native  princes  are  equally  volve  upon  ourselves,  for  the  Af- 
enthusiastic  ;  for  Sindiah  has,  it  ghans  are  not  able  for  such  a  task^. 
is  said,  placed  his  troops  at  neither  are  they  to  be  implicitly 
the  disposal  of  Government.  If  trusted.  If  we  look  at  the  immediate 
Herat  should  fall  into  th^  hands  crisis  in  the  light  of  a  lesson,  and 
of  the  Russians,  it  will  be  no  fault  read  it  rightly,  we  shall  not  have 
of  the  Indian  Government,  but  due  much  cause  to  regret  our  present 
rather  to  the  incapacity  of  a  Cab-  alarm.  If  we  trifie  with  it,  as  we 
inet  which  never  yet  could  per-  have  hitherto  done  with  all  similar 
ceive  danger  except  to  suit  its  own  warnings,  the  day  cannot  be  far 
views,  or  meet  an  emergency  when  distant  when  the  question  of  Brit- 
brought  face  to  face  with  it.  ain's  existence  as  an  Eastern  Power 

Should    war  be     providentially  must  be  put  upon  its  trial. 
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THE  FALL  OF  KHARTOUM.  AND  ITS  CONSEQUENCES. 

The  betrayal  of  Khartoum  was    insatiable  egotism  and  arrogance  ; 
one  of  those  stunning  blows  which    and  that  he  crowned  a  long 


occasionally  fall  on   a  nation  for  of  administrative  failures  with  the 

their  sins  or  for  the  folly  and  in.  most  disgraceful  catastrophe  that 

capacity  of  their  rulers.     It  would  ever    overwhelmed     an     English 

be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  grav-  Minister. 

ity  of  the  crisis  with  which  £ng-  The  day  of  retribution  will  come, 
land  is  now  confronted.  The  local  but  it  is  not  yet.  What  we  have 
and  immediate  consequences  of  the  to  do  now,  is  to  endeavour  to  re- 
^alamity  are  serious  enough  ;  what  pair  the  breaches  he  has  made  in 
its  far-reaching  effects  on  the  Mo-  our  walls.  The  one  thing  that 
hammedan  world  may  be,  it  is  im.  stands  out  clearly  is,  that  Khar- 
possible  to  forecast.  At  a  time,  too,  toum  must  be  taken,  and  by  Eng- 
when  England  has  not  one  ally  and  lish  soldiers.  The  monstrous  pro- 
only  one  iriend — if  one — in  Europe,  position  has  been  put  forward  in 
she  is  obliged,  in  order  to  remedv  certain  quarters,  that  Turkish 
the  imbecility  of  her  rulers,  to  lock^  troops  should  be  employed  for  that 
up  for  nearly  a  year,  in  a  miserable*  purpose.  What !  are  we  to  give 
war  against  African  savages,  the  the  finishing  stroke  to  that  prestige 
flower  of  her  army,  which  it  is  on  which  our  imperial  power  so 
quite  possible  may,  before  long,  be  largely  depends,  and  which  has  re- 
urgently  wanted  elsewhere;  her  cently  sustained  so  many  damasinff 
home  garrisoiis  meanwhile  consist-  blows,by  proclaiming  that  Enefand 
ing  of  line  battalions,  for  the  most  is  not  strong  enough,  or  spirited 
part  of  weak  strength,  four-fifths  enough,  or — what  it  would  really 
being  recruits  of  under  a  year's  ser-  amount  to — that  she  is  unwilling 
vice,  and  of  embodied  militia.  But  to  spend  money  enough,  to  retrieve 
for  all  the  consequences  that  may  the  situation  in  Egypt  without  for- 
result  from  the  fall  of  Khartoum,  ei^n  assistanc-c?  Especially  would 
whatever  they  may  be,  one  man  is  it  dc  a  fatal  mistake  if  it  should  go 
primarily  responsible;  for  the  mem-  forth  to  the  Mussulman  world,  that 
bers  of  Mr  Gladstone's  Cabinet  England,  herself  a  great  Moham- 
have  never  had  a  will  or  a  mind  of  medan  Power,  had  been  obliged  to 
their  own.  Our  disasters  are  mainly  crave  aid  from  Turkey  in  suppress- 
due  to  the  man  of  whom  Carlyle  ine  a  Mohammedan  insurrection, 
said,  he  "  believed  Mr  Gladstone  to  The  triumph  of  the  Crescent 
be  one  of  those  fatal  figures  created  over  the  Cross,  of  which  Khar- 
by  England's  evil  genius  to  work  toum,  for  the  Soudanese  tribes,  is 
irreparable  mischief  which  he  alone  now  the  visible  symbol,  must  be 
could  have  executed  ; "  of  whom  reversed — can  only  be  reversed — at 
we  believe  history  will  say  that,  Khartoum  itself,  the  city  which 
with  the  best  intentions,  he  worked  will  always  remain  sanctified  to 
more  mischief  to  England  than  the  English  hearts  by  the  sacrifice  of 
very  worst  Minister  that  ever  ruled  the  Christian  champion.  The 
the  country  ;  that  he  sacrificed  the  power  of  the  Mahdi  was  certainly 
noblest  and  purest  character,  the  overrated  in  the  beeinninff  ;  butt 
Sir  Galahad  of  his  age,  besides  a  like  a  rolling  snowball^  it  has 
hecatomb  of  other  victims,  to  his  gathered  volume  from  the  supine- 
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ne88  of  our  Ministers.  The  de-  any  one  spot  30,000  armed  men, 
struction  of  General  Hicks's  army  or  that  he  could  feed  that  number 
first  brought  the  Mahdi  into  prom-  if  collected  ;  and  the  idea  of  his 
inent  notice;  yet  all  the  prestige  being' able  to  move  such  a  force  to 
he  acquired  by  that  victory  did  not  any  distance  is  simply  preposter- 
enable  him  to  concentrate  against  ous.  An  impression,  too,  seema 
Khartoum,  during  the  whole  time  to  prevail  that  all  the  Mahdi's 
that  has  since  elapsed,  more  than  troops  consist  of  fanatic  Ghazis — 
20,000  men,  of  whom,  as  General  men  who  eagerly  court  death  to 
Gordon  informed  Lord  Wolseley,  win  the-  Mohammedan  Paradise  ; 
not  more  than  3000  or  4000  were  whereas  the  fanatics  are  really 
fighting  men.  Some  of  the  most  only  the  steel  -  tip  to  the  lance, 
powerful  of  the  Soudanese  tribes —  ana  constitute  a  very  small  pro- 
notably  the  Kabbabish,  the  Ha-  portion  of  the  whole,  of  whom  the 
waweir,  the  Sowarab,  and  the  remainder  have  about  as  lender  a 
Hassaniyeh  —  not  only  are  no  regard  for  their  skin  as  people  in 
believers  in  the  Mahdi's  divine  general.  Unhappily,  besides  the 
mission,  but  have  a  blood-feud  moral  effect  of  the  capture  of  Khar- 
with  him,  and  are  now  actively  toum,  the  Mahdi's  military  power 
helping  us  in  providing  camels  and  hasgained  a  great  material  access! on 
transporting  stores.  We  cannot,  by  the  large  supply  of  guns,  rifles, 
however,  hope  to  retain  their  assist-  and  ammunition  captured  with  the 
ance  if  we  announce  the  intention  city.  Our  massive  squares,  though 
of  '^  scuttling  ''  as  soon  as  possible  in  our  opinion  an  unintelligent 
after  the  capture  of  Khartoum,  and  dangerous  formation,  could, 
and  of  leaving  our  allies  to  "stew  barring  such  mistakes  as  happenned 
in  their  own  juice."  Some  people  at  Tamai  and  Abu  Klea,  laugh  at 
seem  to  imagine  that  "smashing  the  rush  of  the  Arab  spearmen; 
the  Mahdi "  means  that,  after  but  it  will  be  a  very  different  mat- 
taking  Khartoum,  we  should  fol-  ter  when  the  enemy  can  bring 
low  him  to  the  burning  wastes  of  into  the  field,  in  addition  to  the 
Central  Africa;  but  by  the  capture  fanatic  spearmen,  thousands  of 
of  that  city  the  Mahdi  will  be  men  armed  with  rifles  as  good  aa 
smashed  quite  sufliciently  for  our  our  own,  who  would  make  the 
purpose,  for  his  power,  like  that  of  massive  squares  pay  dearly  for 
other  impostors  before  him,  claim-  that  faulty  formation,  as  indeed 
ing  to  be  "  some  great  one,"  would  they  did  at  the  battle  of  Gubat. 
melt  away  like  a  snow-wreath  We  have  not  insulted  the  intel- 
under  the  influence  of  a  reverse  to  ligence  of  our  readers  by  f ormulat- 
his  arms  that  would  entirely  dis-  ing  any  argument  to  prove  that 
credit  his  divine  claims  ;  provided  Gordon's  death  was  due  to  his 
always,  however,  the  tribes  should  desertion  by  our  rulers  ;  the  fact 
not  believe  that  we  were  about  to  is  patent  to  all,  even  to  the  do- 
abandon  the  country.  cile  majority  whose  votes  on  the 
Even  now  in  many  quarters  the  latest  motion  of  censure  have 
power  of  the  Mahdi  is  much  ex-  enabled  the  Government  to  drag 
aggerated.  We  have  witr\es8edan  on  a  little  longer  their  dishonour- 
easy  belief  in  the  rumours  that  he  ed  existence.  But  besides  that 
was  marching  to  annihilate  our  great  calamity,  our  rulers  will 
troops,  at  the  head  of  60,000  mefi,  be  directly  responsible  for  the  in-, 
Ac,  &c.  Now  we  do  not  believe  creased  losses  our  troops  must  stis- 
that  the   Mahdi    could    collect  in  tain  in  action  from  the   improved 
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weapons  of  which  a  present  has  Cabinet ;    tber^  is  only  one  way 

been   made  to  the  enemy  by  the  in  which  the  millstone  can  be  got 

supineness  and  folly  of  the  Gov-  rid  of. 
emment.  The  Mahdi's  power  of  mischief 

Referring  to  the  conflicting  at-  consists  now,  not  in  his  being  able 

teranccs  of  our  Ministers  rebpect-  to  personally   lead   a   large   force 

ing     Khartoum,    the    *  Observer '  against  Lord  Wolseley,  but  in  the 

says  : —  probability  of  the  scattered  tribes 

,,  TT  J         J*  X  -x  aloncr  our  line  of  communications 

wonK'nS'^S'  ^^^^^Z^    being  emboldened  by   tbe  fall  of 

woma  i)e  unjust  to  assume  the  pos-    ,^,    o  ^     ,       ^    ^    ^-      i.     *•! 

sibility  that  our  Government  were  Khartoum  to  develop  active  hostil- 
about  to  embark  on  so  insane  an  ity  ;  but  it  must  add  not  a  little  to* 
enterprise  as  that  of  undertakiuj^  the  the  bitterness  of  our  present  feel- 
recapture  of  Khartoum  after  Gordon's  ings  to  know  that  whatever  power 
death,  with  the  intention  of  evacuat-  and  influence  the  Mahdi  has  now 
ing  the  city  as  soon  as  its  capture  had  acquired  have  been  the  deliberate 
been  effected.  In  the  light,  however,  ^^  ^  Ministers  ;  al- 
of  what  has  come  and  gone,  such  an  JT/  i:\u  ^  *u-  i  a  •!.•  -T- 
assumption  is  not  only  natural,  but  ^^OMgh  that  thick-and-thm  Mrti- 
justifiable.''  ^n>  ^be  'Daily  News,  was  bold 

enough  to  argue  that  the  fall  of 

Notwithstanding    the     childish  Khartoum,   having    been     due  to 

declaration,  '*  Our  policy  has  abso-  treachery,  could  not  be  attributed 

lutely  undergone  no  change,"  the  to  the  delays  of  the  Oovemment^ 

country  may  take  comfort  from  the  because  it  would  equally  have  hap- 

fact  that  hitherto  the  thing  which  pened  however  early  the  relief  ez- 

ihe  Government  have  declared  the  pedition   had  been  despatohed  ; — 

most  strenuously  they  would  not  that  is  to  say,  where  treachery  wa» 

do,  that  thing  they  have  always  at  work  the  result  mast  have  been 

done;    and  that  if  they  now  say  the  same,  whether  a  week,  a  months 

they  will  abandon  Khartoum,  the  or  a  year   had    been  allowed  for 

chances  are   a  hundred  to  one  in  its  operation  !     Yet  with  strange 

favour  of  their  retaining  it.     But  inconsistencv     the     same   journal 

although  their  declaration   of  the  sought  to  nx  on  Sir  Charles  Wil- 

''  abandonment "  policy  is  in  some  son,   if  not  the    blame,   at    least 

respects    only  laughable,  it  is  in  the  cause  of  the  calamity,  in  the 

others  most  dangerous  and  crimi-  following  words  : — 
nal,  as  being  certain   to    increase       '' The  accusations  of  those  who  raise 

Lord   Wolseley 's    difliculties,     by  against  the  Oovemznent  the  cry  of 

alienating  tribes  whose  assistance  *Too  late' are  uniustified.    .    .    .  Sir 

is  now  of  supreme  importance,  and  Charles  Wilson  did  not  leave  for  Khar- 

who  would  gladly  remain  friendly,  ^«"^^,  ^®  ^^'  l«"5«  ^  ^2- 
♦i,^,.«k  «f  o^,«^  /...♦  ^\.^^  ^f  *\.J\l  •  •  •  Wilson,  who  might,  jbo  far  as  we 
though  at  some  cost  short  of  the  r    ^^  perceive  have  b^n  at  Kbartoom 

ultimate    ruin/      Mr    Gladstones    at  least  forty-eight  hours  before  it  ao- 

personal  pledges  have  always  been    tually  fell,  did  not  reach  it  till  forty- 

a  millstone  round  the  neck  of  his    eight  hours  after  I  '* 

The  *  Times '  correspondent,  writing  from  Cairo  on  the  6th  March,  says :  *'  It 
is  rumoured,  from  a  trustworthy  source,  that  two  tribes  in  the  neighbooraood  of 
Eorti,  recently  friendly,  have  declared  for  the  Mahdi.  This  change,  necesritating 
our  retirement  to  Don^^ola,  is  the  first  direct  result  of  Mr  Qladstone's  fatiM 
declaration,  which  has  increased  50  per  cent  the  difliculties  of  our  task  and  the 
dangers  of  our  troops.  Lord  Wolseley's  sensible  speech  to  General  Gordon'^ 
men  was  an  unavailing  effort  to  counteract  the  effect  of  that  dedaiation/* 
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We  quite  agree  with    an    "  Old  steersman.     What  they  did  was  to 

Liberal,"  writing  in  the 'St.  James's  beseech  their  general   to  provide 

Oazette/  that —                       *  them  with  a  policy^  and  some  days 

icn^^*       xiA.1     V        J  yreve  thus  wastea  in  irresolution, 

it  i^  Kl^pUc'^^^r  s=T  What  tbey  ougbt  to  have  done  wa, 

deavouT  to  Justify  months  and  months  H   telegraph  to  Lord   Wolseley, 

of  delay  on  thiB  part  of  our  Govern-  without  the  loss  of  a  moment,  that 

ment,  and  to  throw   blame   on   Sir  Khartoum  was  to  be  captured,  pro- 

CHiarles  Wilson   and  his  brave  men  mising  him  all  the  means  he  might 

for  a  delay  of  three  days,  after  a  long  demand  for  that  purpose,  but  leav- 

and  weary  march  through  the  desert,  jng    the    how  and   when    to    his 

S^tlS^Sd^pS^Tbare.^^^^^^  ^^^-^^^^^  It  is  undei^tood  that 

^  this  was  the  course  finally  adopted 

We  have  long  since  ceased  to  bv  the  Government,  and  we  are 
wonder  at  the  intricate  subtleties  glad  to  reco^ise  that  the  measures 
of  the  Prime  Minister's  mind,  and  they  are  taking  are  fully  adequate 
at  his  marvellous  powers  of  self-  to  the  occasion  ;  but  it  is  surefy 
persuasion,  or  at  tne  capacity  to  the  very  irony  of  fate  that  the 
swallow  of  his  docile  majority  in  Minister  who  capitulated  to  the 
Parliament ;  but  that  Mr  Glad-  Boers,  in  order  to  escape  '^  blood- 
stone, whose  personal  influence  guiltiness  "  in  South  Africa,  is  now 
has  survived  his  proved  incapacity  obliged  to  incur  what  must  appear 
to  govern  onlf  by  virtue  of  his  to  him  the  awful  suilt  of  shootinff 
supposed  eam^tness  and  honesty  down,  in  North  Africa,  thousand 
of  purpose,  should  have  lowered  of  poor  blacks,  who,  he  has  himself 
himselt  by  adopting  the  pitiful  said,  are  only  struggling  for  their 
«tock 
ters  b' 
"treacl 

must  pass  the  comprehension  of  all  The  choice  of  Suakin  as  our  sea 

candid  minds.  base  now  is  something  more  thaa 

Our  Ministers  do  not  seem  to  a  confession  of  failure.     Wo  can 

have  taken  into  account  the  possi-  hardly  believe  that  Lord  Wolseley 

bility  of  relief  arriving  too  late  to  made  himself  responsible  for  advo- 

save  Gordon,  or  to  have  been  pro-  eating  the  Nile  route pre/erentiaUj/. 

vided   with  any   policy  based  on  It  would  be  a*  sufficient  condemna- 

such  a  contingency.  SirE.  Hamlev  tion  of  the  latter  to  say  that  Ber- 

says,  in  the  *  Times'  of  the  28tn  ber,  the  capture  of  which  must 

Feb.:  "Many  campaigns  have  been  now  be  our  first  object,  is  1700 

ill  planned,  but  this  is  probably  the  miles  from  our  transports  at  Alez- 

first  that   was  ever  based  on  the  andria,  while  it  is  onlv  260  from 

certainty  of  success.     The  i>lan,  our  transports  at  Suakin.    There 

he  says,   "  consisted  in  hurling  a  is  every  reason  for  believing — sup- 

force  into  the  enemy's  country  as  posing  operations  had  been  com- 

a  live  shell  is  hurled  from  a  gun,  menced  from  Suakin  at  the  same 

with    no  more  power  of  retreat  date  as  that'on  which  they  were 

than  a  shell  has.''^    When  the  news  oommeooed  from  Alezaadria— that 

of  the  fall  of  Khartoum  reached  the  railroad  leading  from  the  former 

the  Government,  they   were   like  place  could  have  been  completed 

mariners,    whose  ship    had    sunk  for  military  pnrpoees  to  a  point 

under  them,  in  an  open  boat  on  within  eighty  mues  of  Berber  by 

a  stormy  sea,  without  compass  or  the  1st  of  December  at  latest,    tk 
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that  case  our  troops  coming  from  long-talked- of  railway.  But  if  this  rail* 

Suakin  could  have  reached  Berber  way  had  once  been  constructed,  and 

quite  as  soon  as  Lord  Wolseley's  ready  communication  had  thereby  been 

force  was  actually  concentrated  at  S^*^  between  Soudan  and  the  Red 

Korti.      Great    iifficulties.  would  !?^V  th.^'o^liHU^nrw^^^^^ 

,  J     T_^i  ^  J      1  atter  tne  expedition  was  over  to  ai)an- 

have    doubtless    presented    them-  don   to    the   insurgents   the   district 
selves,  as  was  the  case  on  the  Nile  traversed  by  the  raUway.    To  use  the 
route ;  but  we  hold  that  the  bal-  Bcrber-Suakin  route  was,  therefore, 
ance  was  decidedlv  in  favour  of  ad-  inconsistent   with   the  desire  of  the 
vancing  from  Suakin.     And  if  the  Qovemment  to  scnttle  out  of  the  Sou- 
balance  had  been  doubtful,  a  con-  **»"  ^  ^^  ^  possible ;   and,  in  con- 
clusive argument  would  have  been  sequence,  the  circuitous,  costly   and 
sujifliprfn   favour  of  Suakin  by  P**"^***"  ^^'^  ~"^  '^^  ^°^^- 
tb^  coDsJaeration  that  our  retreat        a  ray  of  sunshine  piercing  the 
from  Berber  would  have  been  se-  surrounding  clouds  has  come  to  as 
cure  and  easy  at  any  moment, which  from  our  children  over  sea,  in  the 
can  hardly  be  said  with  respect  to  Offers  from  the  Colonies  to  famish 
the  position  our  forces  now  hold  at  troops  for  the  Soudan  ;  and  we  are 
and  about  Korti.  glad  to  find  that,   after  consider- 
When  the  secret  history  of  the  able  hesitation  on  the  part  of  the 
matter  comes   to   be  known,    we  Government,  they  have  been  ac- 
conceive    it    will  be  found    that  oepted  —  that   from  New    South 
I^rd    Wolseley,   when  asked   by  Wales  immediately,  the  remainder 
Mmisters  in  July  last  if  the  Nile  conditionally.    Those  offereaflEord- 
route  was  practicable,  replied  that,  ed  our  Government    a   perfectly 
judging  from  his  Red  River  ex-  uniqaeopportunity  of  showing  that 
periences  it  was  so.  though  at  the  they  are  able  for  once  to  rise  above 
cost  of  a  large  expenditure  of  time  the  mere  vestryman's  view  of  an 
and  money.     We  know  that  pre-  imperial  question,  and  of  perhape  re- 
parations for  the  expedition  were  cording,  as  a  set-oflE  against  the  con- 
delayed  weeks  after  he  gave  this  demnation  history  must  pronoance, 
opinion,  and   we   also  know   that  that  they  laid  the  first  stone  of 
he   fixed    the    2l8t    of    January  the  fabnc  of  imperial  federation 
as    the   earliest    date    on    which,  ^hioh  the  nation  baa  so  mooh  at 
in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  pos-  heart,  but  which,  up  to  this  time, 
sible  to  join  hands  with  Gordon  ;  has  obtained  no  more  consisteooy 
and  the   Government  then  cheer-  than  "  the  airy  fabric  of  a  dream." 
fully  accepted  all  the  risks  of  the  The  quality  of  Canadian   soldiers 
chapter    of    accidents,    including  jg  ^no^n  and  appreciated  already. 
treachery,    at  Khartoum,    during  !„   1378,   when  war  with  Russia 
that  long    interval    of  time.      It  ^as  imminent,  our  General  00m- 
would  almost  seem  that  the  Nile  manding  in  Canada  was  oommis. 
route  was  chosen  in  the  hope  that  gjoned  to  raise  a  strong  Canadian 
the  expedition   might  arrive   too  division  for  service  in  the  field. 
late.     The  reason  why  our  Mints-  jhe  Dominion   Government    was 
ters  were  so  enamoured  of  the  river  ready    to    promote    that    object, 
route  18  given,  we  believe  truly,  by  and  10,000  men  could  easily  have 
the   'Observer'  in  the  following  heen    oUined,    had    the    tarn    of 
words :  events  not  rendered  it    nnneces- 

"If   our  troops  had   crossed   the  8*'"7'     -^  'o"^  *■•'«  Aastraliana,  if 

desert  to  Berber,  they  could  hardly  their  prowess  in  the  orickeufield 

have  done  so  without  constructing  the  is  any  measure  of  their  behaviour 
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in  the  field  of  battle,  they  will  Soudan,  how  many  heaven-inspired 
indeed  prove  stalwart  heroes.  The  budgets  will  be  required  to  recoup 
spectacle  of  our  Colonies  shoUlder-  the  country  for  the  enormous 
to-shoulder  with  England  in  the  outlay  occasioned  by  mistaken 
Soudan,  will   act    as    a    powerful    policy? 

sedative  on  the  nations  now  snarl-  We  remember  Mr  Bright  say^ 
ing  at  her  heels,  and  will  prove  a  ing — in  the  pleasant,  conciliatory 
far  more  effective  step  towards  the  manner  in  which  it  is  his  custom 
federation  of  the  empire  than  the  to  speak  of  political  opponents — 
somewhat  cumbrous  machinery  ad-  that  Lord  Beaconsfield  s  Ministry 
vocated  in  some  quarters  of  Colo-  was  the  very  worst  ever  known  iu 
Dial  Boards  of  Advice.  It  is  not  England.  If  that  were  true  then,, 
impossible  that  it  might  even  go  time  has  proved  that  there  may 
farther, — that  it  might  prove  the  be  "  in  the  lowest  depth  a  lower 
first  step  towards  realising  the  still,"  for  Lord  Beaconsfield's  suc- 
idea  of  **  English-speaking  peoples"  cessors  have  not  only  beat  hia 
against  the  world,  the  first  indiOa-  record  hollow,  but  have  hopelessly 
tions  of  which  were  given  by  the  distanced  all  competition  in  the 
American  captain  when  he  carried  same  line  of  business  for  ever, 
his  ship  into  action  at  the  Peiho,  Mr  Gladstone  has  had  two  oppor- 
with  the  cheery  words,  '*  Blood  is  tunities  of  governing  England, 
thicker  than  water "  ;  and  by  the  What  has  he  made  of  them  ?  At 
valuable  aid  afforded  us  by  Ameri-  the  close  of  his  first  administration, 
can  sailors,  and  by  those  of  no  we,  in  common  with  thousands  of 
other  nation,  at  Alexandria.  others,  went  to  bed  at  night  and 

The  advocates  of  an  *'  insular  got  up  in  the  morning  feeling  8ore> 
policy,"  those  who  would  abandon  at  the  sliehting  and  contemptuooa 
empire  '^  to  save  expense  and  avoid  manner  m  which  England  waa 
obligations,"  do  not  perceive  that  generally  spoken  of  on  the  Conti- 
even  from  their  own  low  stand-  nent,  and  Lord  Beaconsfield's  great 
point,  such  a  course  would  prove  popularity  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
a  ruinous  economy.  Fortunately  ne  reversed  this  state  of  affairs,  and 
England  has  not  yet  sunk  to  that  replaced  our  country  in  the  posi- 
depth  where  *^  the  jingling  of  the  tion  from  which  his  predecessor 
guinea  helps  the  hurt  that  honour  had  de>;raded  her. 
feels,"  but  she  likes  money's  worth  Mr  Gladstone  and  his  apologists 
for  her  money ;  and  under  the  man-  (all  his  supporters  are  apologists) 
agement  of  the  Liberal  party,while  are  prone  to  excuse  his  many  fail- 
her  honour  has  been  tarnished,  the  ures  by  the  plea  that  all  his  difii- 
ffuineas  do  not  jingle,  at  least  not  culties  were  inherited  from  Lord 
m  her  own  pockets.  The  very  Beaconsfield.  Supposing  its  truth 
essence  of  finance  is  policy  ;  and  to  be  granted  for  argument's  sake» 
our  Ministers  have  perhaps  learnt  it  was  his  business  to  make  the 
at  last,  from  the  condition  to  which  best  of  those  difficulties,  instead  of 
they  have  reduced  Ireland,  Egypt,  proceeding,  as  he  has  done,  on  a 
and  South  Africa,  that  common-  downwardly  graduated  scale  from 
sense  and  firmness  in  the  manage-  bad  to  worse.  But  let  us  examine 
ment  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad  a  little  into  the  justice  of  the  plea^ 
are  of  more  importance  to  the  and  ask  what  Mr  Gladstone  did 
finances  of  a  nation  than  the  de-  really  inherit  from  Lord  Beacons- 
tails  of  the  most  ingeniously  con-  field, 
structed  budget.     And  as  for  the        First,  he  inherited  an  England 
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honoured   and  respected  at  home  mention  of  his  name.     A  marble 

and   abroad.     What  do    we   find  statue  would  be  but  a  common, 

now  ?    England  a  byword  and  a  place  memorial  for  the  man  whose 

reproach  among  the  nations  !     He  life-work  and  character  were  both 

inherited  an  Ireland,  according  to  unique  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 

his  own  statement  in  Mid-Lothian,  Gordon's  effigy   will   not  add  one 

more    prosperous    and    contented  more  to  the  many  satires  in  bronze 

than  at  any  previous  period  of  her  or  stone  which  now  disfieure  our 

history.      What   is   her  condition  thoroughfares,  and  of  which  the 

now  ?  and  how  will  he  leave  her  at  most  monstrous  example   has  re- 

the  end  of  his  misused  and  baleful  cently  been  removed  from  Hyde 

power  ?       He     inherited     "  Peace  Park  corner.     Whatever  may   be 

with  honour."     The  whole  history  done  in  addition,  the  one  monu- 

of  his  rule  has  been  one  of  wars,  meut  which  the  nation  owes  to  the 

and   one   of  them,    at   least,   dis-  national  hero  is  the  establishment 

honourably   terminated  !      He   in-  of  a  strong  and  beneficent  Govem- 

herited  Egypt  quiet,  if  not  pros-  raent  over  those  "  poor  Soudanese  " 

perous,   under  a  dual  control,  of  whom  Gordon  loved,  and  for  whom 

which   he   himself  spoke    favour-  he  died ;  so  that  future  travelleiB 

ably  until  it  suited  his  purpose  to  visiting  Khartoum  and  asking  for 

discredit  it ;  and  the  story  of  his  Gordon's  monument  might  receive 

administration    of    that    unhappy  the   reply,  —  "Behold    it    in    the 

country  will  be  a  blot  on  the  annals  broken   shackles  of  the  slave,  in 

of   England   in   history   for  evrer.  these   smiling  fields,   in  this  con- 

And   so   on   ad  infinitum !    Any  tented   people.      Si   monumenium 

comparison  between  Lord  Beacons-  quoeriSj  circumspice.^'* 

field  as  a  statesman  and  Mr  Glad-  The   military  situation    in    the 

stone,  recalls  irresistibly  the  poet's  Soudan   is  somewhat  as  follows  : 

lines,  which  would  almost  seem  to  The  advanced  columns  of  Gteneral 

have  been  prophetically  written  for  Buller  on  the  right,  and  of  General 

■the  present  crisis  : —  Brackenbury  on  the  left,  have  been 

respectively  drawn  back  to  KorU. 

**  Oh  for  a  man  with  head,  heart,hand,  Under  the  new  conditions  created 

Like  some   of  the  simple  great  ones  by  the  fail  of  Khartoum,  this  course 

Fofover  and  ever  by  I  ^^«  inevitable.     According  to  pre- 

One  still  strong  man  in  a  blatant  land  ^^^\  mtentions,   Lord   Wolseley's 

Who  can  rule  and  dare  not  lie."  headquarters  will    be    retired    to 

Dongola,  and   his  force    will  be 

No  event  of  recent  times  has  so  echeloned  along  the  river  between 

deeply  stirred  the  national  feelings  Handak  and  Merawi,the*latter place 

and  the  national  conscience  as  the  being  held  as  an  advanced  post  by 

tragedy  recently  enacted  at  Khar-  the  Mudir  of  Dongola's  infantry, 

toum.     The  movement  for  provid-  with  probably  the  Black  Watch,  a 

ing  a  worthy  national  memorial  of  troop  of  Hussars,  and  two  gnnt. 

Gordon — though  somewhat  sugges-  There  is  not  the  smallest  ground 

tive   of  those   who,   in   the  Holy  for  apprehension  of  any   danger 

City  of  old,  garnished  the  sepuf-  resulting  to  oar  troops  from  at- 

chres  of  the  prophets  whom  their  tacks  by  the  Mahdi  or  others  ;  in- 

fathers    had    killed  —  is    only    a  deed  it  would  be  nnhoped-for  lode 

natural  outcome  of  the  feelings  of  if  such  attacks  were  made.    Bat 

shame  and  contrition  that  English-  we  confess  great  anxiety  for  the 

men  must  always  experience  at  the  health  of  oar  soldiers  throaghoat 
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the  dreadful  heats  which  are  only  themselves  friendly.  But  the 
now  beginning.  The  present  plan  tidings  of  a  decisive  success  ob- 
seems  to  be,  that  they  shall  remain  tained  by  Graham  over  Osman 
where  they  now  are,  until  the  mod-  Digma,  which  we  hope  will  soon 
erate  temperature  of  September  be  received,  would  spread  like 
shall  enable  them  to  resume  active  wildfire  through  the  intervening 
operations.  country,  and  would  counteract  any 

We  fail  to  see  any  sufficient  unfavourable  results  that  might 
reason  for  locking  up  during  the  otherwise  flow  from  Lord  Wowe- 
whole  of  the  approaching  summer,    ley's  retreat. 

at  a  distance  of  1400  miles  from  By  choosing  Suakin  as  our  sea 
Alexandria,  9000  of  our  best  base,  and  by  the  resolution  to  con- 
troops,  who  may  shortly  be  urgent-  struct  the  railway  to  Berber,  the 
ly  required  elsewhere.  Berber  is  Government  are  undertaking  in 
the  strategical  point  of  the  military  March  1885  that  operation — name- 
situation,  and  the  primary  object  ly,  the  opening  of  the  Suakin- 
of  our  operations  must  be  its  cap-  Berber  road — which  in  March  1884 
ture.  For  that  purpose  General  they  declared  to  be  impossible ; 
Graham's  force  amply  suffices,  and  undertaking  it,  too,  at  a  time 
Lord  Wolseley's  army  is  therefore  when  all  the  conditions  are  more 
superfluous.  It  is  a  military  axiom  adverse, — when,  instead  of  Berber 
that  one  line  of  operations,  and  being  in  our  hands,  it  is  held  by 
that  as  strong  as  possible,  should  the  enemy  and  will  be  defended 
lead  to  the  objective  point  of  the  by  all  the  power  of  the  Mahdi,  and 
campaign  :  according  to  present  when  Osman  Digma  has  gathered 
appearances,  there  arc  to  be  two  confldence  and  strength  from  a 
lines  leading  from  diametrically  whole  year's  inaction  and  appar- 
opposite  points  of  the  compass —  ent  timidity  on  the  part  oi  our 
Suakin  and  Korti,  distant  from  troops.  The  opening  of  the  road 
each  other  500  miles,  without  any  to  Berber  was  never  a  question  of 
possibility  of  communication  be-  anything  but  money  and  resolve, 
tween  them,  excepting  through  The  construction  of  the  railway 
Berber,  which  is  held  by  the  enemy,  through  an  enemy's  country  is 
If  Graham's  force  were  not  suffi-  analogous  to  the  pushing  of  a  sap 
cient,  and  if  military  considera-  against  a  fortress  :  as  each  length 
tions  were  alone  to  rule.  Lord  of  the  line  is  constructed,  its  ter- 
Wolseley  and  his  troops  ought  minus  for  the  time  being  must  be 
clearly  to  be  transferred  to  Suakin,  defended  by  a  strongly  intrenched 
and  in  this  view  should  be  with-  garrison  ;  and  it  happens  that  the 
drawji  to  spend  the  summer  at  local  conditions  are  favourable. 
Cyprus,  where  they  would  be  with-  The  first  stage  out  of  Suakin  is 
in  reach  cither  of  Suakin  or  India,  29  miles  long  to  Handoub,  stand- 
according  to  need.  Here  we  are  ing  at  an  elevation  of  1800  feet ; 
assuming  that  a  retreat  down  the  the  second  stage  is  20  miles  to  El 
Nile  is  possible ;  for  if  otherwise,  Sybil,  at  an  elevation  of  2300 
it  is  a  conclusive  condemnation  of  feet ;  the  third  stage  is  22  miles 
the  Nile  route  having  been  chosen,  to  Haratri,  2850  feet  high,  the 
The  objection  against  such  with-  summit  of  the  line  ;  the  fourth 
drawal  consists  only  in  the  ap-  stage  is  33  miles  to  Wady  Kokreb, 
pearance  it  would  present  of  at  an  elevation  of  2300  feet ;  the 
deserting  the  Mudir  of  Dongola,  fifth  is  27  miles  to  Ariab,  at  a 
and   the  tribes  who   have  shown    height   of    1800    feet,  which  last 
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will  probably  be  the  site  of  an  im-  knees  ;   the  result  being  a  larger 

portant  field  f  ortress,  the  posts  in  comparative  loss  to  the  enemy  than 

rear  being  held  by  small  garrisons,  in  any  of  the  previous  battleSy^rith 

All  of  the  places  named  must  be  what  must  be  considered  nnmeri- 

healthy  in  comparison   with  Sua-  cally    as    a  very    slight*  loss    to 

kin  ;  and  the  difficulties  with  regard  ourselves. 

to  water-supply,  which  we  suspect  Recent  ex))erience  has  entirely 
were  exaggerated  in  order  to  excuse  justified  the  opinion  we  expressed 
the  no-action  of  our  Government,  m  our  number  of  last  May,  that 
will  disappear  pari  passu  with  the  the  massive  square  is  an  uninteUi- 
constniction  of  the  railway.  Os-  gent  and  dangerous  formation,  per- 
man  Digma's  powers  to  interfere  f ectly  inexcusable  except  where  it 
with  the  work  must  be  crushed  can  await  attack  on  its  own  ground 
decisively  ;  and  we  trust  that  in  as  at  Ulundi,  and  then  only  when 
undertaking  this  necessary  task,  we  the  firearms  in  the  hands  of  the 
shall  hear  nothing  more  of  the. em-  enemy  are  small  in  number  and 
ployment  of  those  massive  squares  inferior  in  quality,  —  a  formation 
in  battle,  which  have  occasioned  at  which  neutralises  all  the  advan- 
least  three-fourths  of.  our  losses  in  tagesof  superior  training  and  weap- 
the  past,  and  on  three  occasions  ons  on  the  part  of  the  soldier,  and 
came  near  producing  serious  dis-  of  superior  science  on  the  part  of 
aster.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  the  general.  The  one  lesson  the 
lamented  General  £arle's  brilliant  British  army,  for  its  comfort,  may 
tactics  at  Kirbekan  will  mark  a  derive  from  the  recent  battles,  is, 
return  to  the  old  fighting  tradi-  that  a  line  of  British  infantry,  two 
tions  of  our  army,  and  that  it  will  deep,  defended  by  steady  breech- 
no  longer  bethought  necessary  to  loading  fire,  is  unapproachable  in 
huddle  up  our  troops,  for  the  sake  front  by  any  number  of  savages, 
of  safety,  in  a  cramped  formation  however  devoted.  The  sole  con- 
in  which  they  can  neither  move  dition  of  success  for  such  a  line  is 
nor  fight  with  effect,  and  in  which  that  its  flanks  are  protected  ;  and 
only  one  rifle  out  of  four  can  fire  all  the  tactical  instruction  im- 
to  the  front ;  or  dangerous  to  trust  parted  at  our  military  schools  and 
them  against  savage  warriors  in  garrison  classes  must  be  pro- 
the  "  unconquerable  red  line."  At  nounced  worthless,  if  4300  Bntiah 
Kirbekan  the  same  brave  enemy,  troops,  in  their  traditional  two- 
whose  attack  in  the  open  it  was  deep  line,  provided  with  cavalry 
not  previously  thought  prudent  to  and  artillery,  as  at  Tamai,  and 
meet  except  in  a  massive  square  whose  fire  in  line  would  defend  a 
formation,  occupied  a  strongly  in.  front  of  more  than  a  mile  in  ez- 
trenched*  position,  with  numbers  tent,  are  not  able  to  protect  their 
estimated  at  about  2000,  armed  flanks  and  rear  by  manoenyring 
mostly  with  Remingtons.  General  against  10,000  savages.  At  Aba 
Earle,  with  8  companies  of  the  Klea  the  odds  of  10,000  men 
Royal  Staffords  and  6  companies  against  1400  were  perhaps  too 
of  the  Black  Watch — 1000  infantry  great  to  justify  a  line  formation 
mall — with  2  guns,  after  five  hours'  on  open  ground;  bat  we  hold  it 
hard  fighting,  turned  the  enemy  as  certain  that  a  series  of  in- 
cut of  ail  his  defences,  one  of  them  dependent  small  squares,  ^hidi 
being  a  fort  on  the  summit  of  a  can  be  formed  in  a  moment  from 
hill  400  feet  high,  only  to  be  column  of  march,  and  which  ooold 
reached  by  climbing  on  hands  and  afford  each  Other  flanking  dttfenoa^ 


18S5.]  and  its  Consequences.  58Y 

would  have  been  preferable  to  one*'  .on  more  like  a  torrent  of  water  than 
unwieldy  square,  able  to  move  onlyi .  anything  else,  quite  silently.     What 

at  a  snaiPs  pace,     'i'he  losses  re-  \^^^^   against   us  was  our  own  men 

cently  sustained  by  our  troops  sup.  ^^^P""«,,^^»  *°^  s^  preventing  our 

ply  a^ufficient  /ondemnat?on  o'f  ^J^Xl^^l^y  ^Z?^^ 

the  latest  innovation  on  common-  gee  again.     They  started  first  against 

sense   and   military   science.      At  our  side  of  the  square,   but  our  fire 

Tamai,  107   were   killed   and   116  turned  them  on^to  the  Heavies' comer, 

wounded    out    of    4300  ;  at   Abu  where  they  broke  in.     I  was  on  No. 

Klea,  85  were  killed,   92  wounded,  ^  ^»ce*  ^^^  enemy  killed  a  mat  many 

out   of  1400.      These  losses  were  2  .^^^  Heavies,  but  we  still  went  on 

due  to  fighting  in  square.    At -Tel-  f™«  ^Uh  our  backs  to  No.  1  face,  so 

1  ^  "k-         1.  /    i^n'^iii  J         1  they  could  not  get  at  us  well  on  ac- 

el-Kebir  we  lost  only  76  killed;  and  count  of  the  camels.     By  degrees  they 

at  Kirbekan,  where  our  troops  at-  began  to  waver,  and,  thank  God,  they 

tacked  a  strongly  intrenched  Iposi-  began  to  fall  back,  when,  between  our- 

tion,only  10  of  all  ranks  out  of  1000  selves,  I  thought  it  was  all  up.'' 

were  killed,  after  five  hours'  fight-  vr  *u-            u           1.1     i      ^ 

ing.  Although  both  at  Tamai  Ind  ,.?^°S'°^  ^"-^  ''T^''^  ^^  ^°?' 

ABuKleawt  narrowly  escaped  a  ^"11  !    ?     "°'"".°^°"'  "^"u'" 

serious  disaster,  the  battle  of  6ubat  S^„?°f  ^^  5*"'5^.'k^*  ""*'■  a^®" 

was  the  most  riskv  of  all    where  *K'^°»g^  *^e  •l«««rt   (before  Abu 

our  troops  for  five  hours  presented  Sf" '^?I  ^f  ^^^f^^\  fifty-two 

the  helpless  mark  of  a  dense  square  ^^       *       !  7"*  k  ^'  ""^  !u  ^""J**' 

to  the  enemy's  riflemen,  who  were  tf  ^*^?g™»  *?  ''^^''X  **'*''*  '"I 

almost  entirely   secure  from   our  Jf  °  •    '^T"  T  ""1  '^*  P*""'  **^ 

return  fire;  and  if  they  had   been  Z^   !J?      '^'   T      •  ^"'P"'*  *^' 

commanded  by  any  one  who  knew  J'^jl'*'!!!  *''°';'  servuse,  to  attn- 

his  business,   their  spearmen,  by  Sl'^ff/iT^K^'"  **^  "***"  *** 

only  threatening  to  charge,  instead  *5f.ff  *  ^^""^  *•>*,  T\  **  y*"""? 

£  ^^.        4.'       ♦^  J  ^  '       1-^  soldiers,  were  not  to   be   trusted 

of  attempting  to  do  so  in  reahty,  ^he    insinuation     is    a    caKny 

would  have  kept  our  men  under  rp,  ^  fi^u*:       ^t  ^  rn   ^: 

a  fire  which  thej  would  not  have  JJf  K^'^"^,  ^^  our  men  at   Pamai 

been  able  to   return,  during  the  ?°J  -f  ^"  ^i^*'  ^^f  t  ^*^f7  ^/^« 

whole    subsequent   march   to   the  '^T  ^  handicapped  by  t&e  for- 

Nile.     Fortunately,  however,  they  f^^tion  a^oo^^^  together 

did  charge  in   earnest.     None   Ji  ZS^^!^^  }  confusion,  with  bun. 

them  reached  within  thirty  yards  f-f^^'  ,f  f^     T^™^""  P^"""!!^ 

of  our  muzzles,  and  the  discour-  IV^Z  '"   ^l!!^^ 

agement  occasioned  by  their  heavy  w^T  ^®~^^^^.^  ^""^  ^T  ^"^5 

loss  caused   their   whole   force  to  J^^w  ^  *^       a'^"^  ^'^*'^''  ""^ 

From  many  private  letters  writ-  **No  thought  was  there    of   dastard 
ten  by  officers  who  were  present,  flight ; 

it  seems  probable  that  a  consider-  Linked  in  the  serried  phalanx  tight, 

able  part  of  our  loss  at  Abu  Klea  Groom  fought  like  noble,  squire  like 

was   occasioned  by  our  own  fire.  ^  feartes^v  and  well  " 
An  officer  of  the  mounted  infantry  ^ 

writes  : —  Among  other  consequences  re- 

*^  Our  skirmishers  just  got  home  in  ^^^^S  ^^om  the  fall  of  Khartoum, 

front  of  the  enemy,  and  that  was  all.  ***^'^  ^^   every   reason   to   believe 

The  latter  had  risen  from  a  mass  in  that  Russia  has  been   encouraged 

the  ditch  under  their  flags,  and  came  in  her  present  aggressive  attitude, 
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immediately  byourembarrassmentfl  has  already  been  obliged  to  stultify 
in  the  Soudan,  and  generally  by  himself  by  resuming  the  prosecu- 
the  whole  tenor  of  Indian  adminis-  tion  of  his  rival's  work.  He  gave 
tration  under  our  i  resent  Govern-  up  all  claim  to  our  having  a  resid- 
ment,  whose  course  has  been  per-  ent  envoy  at  Cabul;  and  he  aban- 
sistently  to  minimise,  if  not  to  doned  Kandahar  when  in  our  pos- 
repudiate,  our  responsibilities  in  session,  which  city  we  mav  shortly 
Afghanistan  as  in  other  parts  of  be  obliged  to  reoccupy.  In  justice 
the  world.  A  cruel  fate  seems  to  it  must  be  said,  however,  that  onr 
pursue  Mr  Gladstone.  His  incli.  present  influence  with  the  Afghans 
nations  and  first  decisions  have  and  our  general  position  in  their 
always  been  to  retreat  from  every-  country,  will  probably  be  all  the 
thing;  but  every  retreat  has  been  stronger  now  than  if  we  had  con- 
invariably  followed  by  an  advance  tinned  to  hold  that  fortress  even 
again,  undertaken  under  more  ad-  with  the  consent  of  their  ruler.  It 
verse  conditions;  and  the  English  is  worthy  of  note  here,  that  it  was 
taxpavers  will  discover,  from  their  a  Liberal  Government  that  with- 
experiences  in  every  part  of  the  drew  the  yearly  subsidy  England 
world,  that  the  general  '*  fall  back  "  had  paid  to  Shere  Ali — a  brilliant 
policy  of  the  Liberal  Government  piece  of  economy,  which  threw 
does  not  pay.  In  India,  Mr  Glad-  that  ruler  into  the  arms  of  Russia, 
stone  stopped  the  constmotion  of  and  occasioned  our  last  Afghan 
our  nearly  completed  railway  lead-  wars.  And  a  Liberal  Government 
ing  towards  Kandahar,  which  Lord  has  now  been  obliged  to  restore  the 
Beaconsfield  had  commenced,  and  subsidy  to  Shere  AliV  succccssor. 
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WHY  HAVB  WB  NO  PROPER  AHMAMEIHT  ?  \' 

At  the  present   moment,  when  and^  of  large    expenditure^  been      "' 

every  sinew  of  the  national  strength  utilised  in  providing  for  die  mili- 

is  being  strained  in  urgent  prepara-  tary  and  naval  Becority  of  British  ' 

tion  for  war,  when  the  most  stren-  power  f    Let  ns  take  a  retroapisot   < . . ' 

uous  pressure  is  being  put  upon  of  the  working  of  one  of  our  moit 

ever^  department  of  our  military  important  branches  of  the  miHtaiy    •  ' 

service,  it  must  be  with  no  little  service,  and  maik  what  answer  i^ 

amount  of  anxiety  that  we  wait  to  suggests  to  the  question. 
see  how  our  resources  can  respond 

to  the  call.    It  is  only  at  such  a       Ghreat   Britain  is   without  kny 

juncture   that  we  can  appreciate  efficient*  heavy  guns.    This  start- 

at  its  proper  value  the   eniciency  ling  statement  has  been  made  to 

of  those  great  departments  of  the  us  on  the  best  possible  authority, 

military  and  naval  service  which  We  are  assured  that  our  fleets  and 

absorb  in  times  of  peace  so  much  our  coast  defences,  our  harbours 

of  the  public  money,  and  whicb^  and  our  dockvards, — on  the    effi- 

time  of  war  always  demand  a  large  ciency    of    which    our    existence 

further  expenditure  before  they  can  as  a  nation  depends, — are  armed 

])lace  themselves  in  a  position  to  be  with  weapons  distinctly  inferior  to 

of  any  service  to  the  nation  in  case  those  of  foreign  Powers.     It  is  not 

of  an  emergency.    Taxpayers  must  too  much  to  say  that  we  stand  in 

have  been  painfully  struck  by  the  this  matter  much  in  the  same  posi- 

backward  condition  in  which  the  tion  as  all  Europe  stood  towards 

present  crisis  in  Central  Asia  found  Prussia  when  Colonel  Hozier's  let-^ 

all  those  branches  of  the   service  ters  from  the  seat  of  war  in  1866 

whose   function  is  to  provide  the  revealed  to  us  the  overmastering 

materiel  of    war  ;   ana    whatever  superiority  of  the  breech-loader  in 

issue  the  Afghan  complication  may.  the  hands  of  infantry.     This  in- 

result  in,  the  question  must  press  formation  is  given  us,  not  as  an 

home  upon  the  public.  How  have  accusation,  but  as  a  confession.   It 

long  years  of  comparative  peace,  does  not  come  from  cavilling  in- 
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ventors,  zealous  for  &omc  neglected  guarantee  that  we  are  to  have  our 
improvement  of  their  own.  It  money's  worth  for  our  mooey.  It 
rests  upon  a  statement,  made  in  is  not  possible  to  exaggerate  the 
the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of  importance  of  this  question  to  UB 
State  for  War,  by  the  very  men  of  all  the  nations  upon  earth* 
who  are  charged  with  the  duty  of  To  foreign  Powers  the  greater  or 
providing  us  with  guns.  The  truth  less  superiority  of  their  fleets,  and 
is,  that  for  years  we  have  been  of  the  great  guns  with  which  they 
staking,  so  to  speak,  our  national  are  armed,  is  a  matter  of  power, 
existence  on  the  theories  of  one  or  of  prestige,  of  influence.  For  U8 
two  of  our  own  experts  aij:ainst  the  it  is  a  question  not  merely  of  the 
belief  of  the  whole  Contient,  and  maintenance  of  emj)ire,  but  of  the 
of  the  majority  of  our  own  artil-  food  by  which  our  population  itf  to 
lerists.  For  years  "  Woolwich," —  be  kept  alive, 
that  is,  a  very  small  set  of  ofli-  Great  as  we  assume  the  bless- 
cials, — upheld  a  system  in  two  ings  and  advantages  which  free 
respects  peculiar  to  itself.  It  be-  trade  has  conferred  upon  us  to 
lieved  in  the  superiority  of  muz-  be,  it  has  unquestionably  entailed 
zle-loading  as  applied  to  large  u]>on  us  this  tremendous  necessity, 
ordnance,  and  it  ui)held  the  ad-  We  must  "  rule  the  waves,"  not 
vantages  of  its  own  system  of  merely,  as  the  national  anthem  has 
manufacture  against  the  steel  ord-  it,  that  "  Britons"  never  may  "be 
nance  perfected  by  -  Krupp  and  slaves,"  but  in  order  that  Britons 
othei-s.  On  both  points  it  has  at  may  not  starve.  From  India,  from 
length  given  way.  But  as  Colonel  America,  and  from  Australia,  come 
Mailland,  the  pn^sent  superintend-  now  our  great  supplies  of  wheat. 
ent  of  the  gun-factories,  confesses.  We  cannot  afford,  even  for  a  single 
the  t'ffects  of  our  blundering  have  year  of  war,  to  incur  the  risks 
been  that  we  are  at  least  some  through  which  we  ])assed  during 
four  or  five  years  in  arrear  of  all  the  time  of  the  great  siege  of 
other  Powers  in  the  manufacture  Gibraltar.  Then,  though  for  a  con- 
of  effective  ordnance.*  "  There  is,  siderable  period  England  by  no 
however,  it  appears,  comfort  in  means  ruled  the  waves,  we  could 
store  for  us.  Av  e  have,  it  seems,  afford  to  wait,  to  recover  our- 
arrived  at  a  model  of  gun-manu-  selves,  to  gather  fresh  force,  and 
facture  so  perfect  that  we  have  to  dissipate  the  victorious  squad- 
only  to  spend  vast  sums  of  money  rons  of  our  enemies  by  the  fleets 
upon  new  plant  and  new  guns,  and  which  we  were  at  length  able  to 
to  keej)  out  of  all  quarrels  for  s<mie  launch  against  them.  Now,  we 
years,  in  order  to  be  in  a  position  cannot  afford  to  wait  at  all.  To 
of  decided  superiority  once  more.  an  extent  which  we  hardly  yet 
We  are  very  glad  to  hear  that  realise,  the  whole  wealth  of  Eng- 
there  is  a  ])rospect  of  future  ex-  land  is  upon  the  seas.  Our  vast 
cellence  ;  but  we  must  frankly  con-  commercial  fleets  must  be  every- 
f ess  that,  before  we  launch  into  the  where  and  on  every  sea  protect- 
enormous  expenditure  which  we  ed  by  vessels  of  war,  if  .there 
have  been  asked  to  incur,  we  should  be  so  much  as  the  risk  of  an 
like    to    have    some     satisfactory  attack  on  them  being  attempted. 

»  *'The  Heavy  Guns  of  1884."  A  Lecture  delivered  at  the  United  Service 
Institution,  19th  June  1884,  Lord  Hartinjirton  in  the  chair,  by  Colonel  E.  Mait- 
land,  R.  A.,  Superintendent  Royal  Gun  Factory.  Woolwich. 
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The  experience  of  the  Amerioaa  wakenp  to'heur  thfttAfast-sailiiiff 

civil  war,  when  the  whole  vast  oar-  Qraiser  lias  leiaed  one  of  oar  coat. 

ryin^  trade  of  America  passed  into  in^HitationSy  ^led  np  her  bonkeni 

our  hands,  and  has  never  since  been  with  all  she   could  <cany,  set  flro 

recovered    by    her,    tells  heavily  to  the  rest,  thus  aeoorin^  herself 

against  the    notion  that   by  the  against  pursuiti  and  pasnng  firtna 

utmost  exertions  we  could  regain  station  to  station,  repeating  tlie" 

our  trade  if  once  it  passed  out  of  same  operation,  has  crippled  for  ail 

our  keeping.  indefinite   period   alike  our  oom* 

Schemes    have  no    doubt  been  meroe  and  our  naval  action,    if 

devised  for  enabling  our  merchant  our   guns  are  inferior,  it.  is    in, 

fleets  to  some  extent  to  protect  vain  for  Sir  Thomas  Brassey  to 

themselves,  by  placing  a  certain  assure  us  that  the  hulks  of  all  our 

number  of  guns  on  board  a  few  of  ships  taken  toffether  displace  moie 

the  ships.     But  if  the  guns  we  have  water   than  those  of    any  other 

to  supply  them  with  are  of  inferior  Power.    The  bulks,  in  soon  a  case, 

power,  even  this  resource  fails  us.  are  only  the  larger  target  f or  thi 

While,    therefore,    we  haO    with  superior  weapons  of  an  enemy. 

pleasure  the  efforts  which  some  of  All  these  points  which  we  have^ 

our  younger  politicians,  and  Mr.  diseussed  are  absoluteljr  indepen- 

Arnold    I<  ester    more    especially,  dent  of  the  vexed  question  of  the 

have    made    to    direct  attention  nature  of   the   next  great  naval 

to    the    vital    importance    of    a  action,  whether  guns,  or  rams,  dr 

searching  inquiry  mto    the    rela-  torpedoes  are  to  be  the  determining 

tion  which   at  present  exists  be-  element.    Bven  as  to  that  we  may 

tween  our  naval  stren^h  and  the  safely  say  that  the  most  vigorons 

amount    of   work    which    it   has  advocate  of  rams  or  of  torpedoes 

to  do,  we  cannot  but  regard  this  wonld  feel  an  exceeding  unwilling. 

question  of  our  ordnance  as  one  ness  to  go  into  action  against  a 

even  more  vital  than  that  of  the  fleet    armed    with    a    formidable 

numerical   adequacy    of     our   ar-  artillery,  unless  he  had,  in  addi- 

moured   ships.     It  affects  all  the  tion  to    his    rams  and  torpedoes, 

serious  questions  with  which,  apart  guns  of  equal  power  with  tnose  of 

from  that  of  a  successfully  accom-  his  enemies,  if  not  the  mightiest 

plished  invasion  of  these  islands,  and  most  manageable  that  can  be 

we  have  to  deal  in  considering  our  provided. 

national  position   of  security.     K  We  insist  thus  earnestly  on  the 

our  guns  arc    inferior,  our  home  importance    of  this  question,  be- 

harbours  are  no  longer  defensible,  cause,    from    the    continual    pro- 

If  our  guns  are  inferior,thecoalinff-  gross  of  invention,  from  the  way 

stationsyon  which  the  efficiency  alike  m  which  again  and  again   what 

of  our  steam  navy  and  of  our  vast  seemed  the  most  perfect  form  of 

steam  mercantile  marine  depends,  gun  has  been  replaced  by  a  better, 

neither  are,  nor  can  be  made  with-  there   is    apt    to  come  over    the 

in   any  reasonable  period,  secure,  public  mind  a  weariness  of  the 

If  our  guns  are  inferior,  there  is  whole  subject,  a   sense  of  being 

nothing  to   protect   us  from  that  continually  plagued  by  contending 

terrible  danger  on  which  the  eyes  inventors  and  by  technical  details, 

of  all  who  look    forward  a  little  till  sleepiness  creeps  over  us,  and 

have   long  been  fixed, — viz.,  that  we  willingly  leave  to  constituted 

some  fine  morning,  shortly  after  authority    all    responsibility    for 

the    outbreak  of  war,    we    shall  the   determination   of    a   mattar 
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in  which  our  most  vital  inter-  Committee  or  a  very  strong  Royal 
ests  are  involved.  If  we  were  Commission,  the  whole  sabject  has 
satisiied  that  our  authorities  for  been  thoroughly  thrashed  out. 
determining  this  matter  were  so  It  happens  most  opportunely 
constituted  that  it  could  be  safely  that  a  Commission  has  quite  recent- 
left  in  their  hands,  we  should  be  ly  rei)orted  to  the  President  of  the 
well  content  to  await  the  result.  United  States  upon  this  very  sub- 
We  believe  very  little  in  the  wis-  ject — the  right  method  of  securing 
dom  of  a  rush  of  public  opin-  a  proper  armament.*  The  American 
ion  relieving  authority  of  its  Government,  having  now  virtually 
necessary  responsibility.  We  be-  paid  off  the  vast  debt  which  the 
lieve  very  little  in  the  possibility  civil  war  entailed  upon  them» 
of  technical  details  being  thrashed  have  decided  that  the  time  hat 
out  to  any  advantage  under  ordi-  come  when  they  should  no  longer 
nary  circumstances  by  writers  in  efface  themselves  as  a  military 
the  public  press.  But  the  case  and  naval  power.  Accordingly, 
is  different,  if  there  be  reason  as  a  preliminary  step,  recognismg 
to  fear  that  on  matters  of  the  that  paramount  importance  which 
broadest  principle,  on  points  on  attaches  to  this  matter  of  the 
which  every  intelligent  English-  provision  of  a  proper  supply  of 
man  can  judge  for  himself,  we  guns,  they  decidea  to  have  an 
have  been  for  a  long  time  going  inquiry  made  as  to  the  best  system 
utterly  astray.  After  years  of  which  a  nation  can  adopt  in  order 
careful  watching  and  some  trouble-  to  obtain  a  proper  supply  of  the 
some  investigation,  we  have  come  best  form  of  ordnance.  A  Board 
slowly  to  the  conviction  that  this  was  constituted, with  Rear-Admiral 
is  so  ;  that  we  cannot  rely  upon  E.  Simpson  as  president,  and  five 
the  nature  and  mode  of  invest!-  other  officers  representing  the 
gation  which  is  applied  at  pres-  Navy,the  Ordnance,  the  EngineerB, 
ent  to  the  question  of  our  pro-  and  the  Artillery,  as  members.  An 
per  national  armament.  We  are  Act  of  Congress  was  approved  on 
convinced  that  there  are  vital  de-  March  3,  1883,  which  declared 
fects,  the  danger  of  which  an  ex-  that  the  Board  was  created 
perience  of  more  than  twenty  ''for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
years  has  demonstrated,  in  the  reporting  to  Congress  which  of  the 
mode  in  which  our  authorities  in  navy  yards  or  arsenals  owned  by  the 

this  matter  are  constituted.     We  ?i^TTw  «Hnn  J  fL  ^  Jt^^^^^ 

,    i.         ^1    ..    ^i       *•         1  and  18  best  aaapted  for  the  estaousQ- 

believe  that   the    time   has   come  ^^^^  ^^  ^  Government  foundry,  or 

when  a  searching  public  investiga-  what  other  method,  if  any,  should  be 

tion  of  the  whole  matter  is  abso-  adopted  for  the  manufacture  of  heavy 

lutely  necessary,  and  the  purpose  ordnance  adapted  to  modem  wufare, 

of  this   article   is  to   show   cause  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy  of 

why— precisely  because  we  believe  the    United    States  ;    the  cost  of  all 

with   Colonel    Maitland   that    the  buildings,  tools,  and  implements  neo- 

'.     n  «i        «  essary  to  be  used    m  the  manufao- 

necessity  for  a  very  costl v  rearma-  ^^^^  \x,^r^ot  including  the  cost  of  a 

nient  is  upon  us— we  ought  not  to  steam-hammer   or   apparatus  of  suf- 

expend  one  i)enny   upon   it,  until,  ficient  size  for  the  manufacture  of  the 

before     either     a     Parliamentary  heaviest  guns." 


'  Report  of  Gun  Foundry  Board,  48th  Congress,  U.S.A.,  Ist  Session.  For- 
wardeci  in  a  Message  of  February  18,  1884,  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  President  Arthur. 
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Intrusted  with  this  mandate,  these'  Hie  central  principle  of  the  Boaxd^ 

ofScers  proceeded  on  a  tonr  of  in-  report  is,  that  it  is  essential  to  en* 

^pection  throughout  Europe  ;  and  coonige,  develop  and  gain  for  tbe 

we  have   no  hesitation  in  sayine  service  of  the  country  uie  whole  of 

that  the  report  they  have  prodaced  the  mannfacturine  power  and  in-' 

upon  the  condition  of  artillery  in  ventive  talent  of  the  country  itself, 

liie  several  States  of  the  Old  World  As  they  put  it,  they  consider  '^  that 

is  one  which,  in  every  respect,  doea  every  inducement  should  be  offered 

honour  to  the  selection  made  by  to  attract  the  private  industries  of 

President  Arthur.      It  is  a  docu*  the  country  to  the  aid  of  th6  Oov* 

ment  which  no  European  Govern-  emment,   m    providing  ordnuice 

ment  can  afford   to  despise.      It  for  the  army  and  navy,  and  that 

lays  down  principles  of  such  mani-  the  steel  manufacturers  should  be 

fest  wisdom  and  such  plain  com-  called  upon  to  provide  the  maU- 

mon  sense,  that  one  oniy  marvels  rial''      They    hold  and  maintain 

that  they  should  in  this  year  1885  strongly  that,  in  order  to  do  this 

require  to  be  stated.    The    criti-  with  safety    and    efficiency,    the 

cisms  they  apply  to  the  systems  at  €h>vemment  must  have,  and  ought 

present  in  vogue  in  Europe  is  of  to  have,  factories  of  its  own  **  to 

course  much   more  guarded  than  perform  the  work  of  establishing 

their  general   statement  of  prin-  standards,    making    experimentiu 

ciples.     One  has  to  read  a  little  guns  and  fabricating  cannon  upon 

between  the  lines  in  order  to  judge  a  moderate  scale.''    Thesoje  pur-     .  ^-  4 

of  the    full  force  of    the    feeling  pose  of  this,  however,  is  to  save 

which  dictated  them.      Men  who  the  Government  from  being  in  any 

had  had  the  advantage  of  inspect-  way  slavishly  in  the  hands  of  tfaie 

ing  government,  and,  with  a  few  manufacturers,  who    miffht  com- 

exceptions,  private   manufactories  bine  to  dictate  terms  if  there  were 

everywhere,    could    scarcely    put  '  no  check  upon  them*    They  insist,, 

into  black  and  white  all  that  they  as    for  years  our  own  navy  has 

thought.  And  yet  there  are  trench-  most   rightly  yet  vainly  insisted, 

ant  criticisms, which  require  only  to  upon  the  grave   and   manifest  in- 

])e  applied  to  f acts,otherwi8e  known  conveniences  which  arise  from  the 

to  form  a  very  serious  indictment  manufacture  of  naval  guns  being 

against  the   system  which   we  in  in  the  hands  of  the  same  depart- 

England  have  hitherto  pursued.  ment  with   those    for  the   army. 

We   propose  to   set    forth  first  They  wish  for  factories  for  both 

the  general  conclusions  at   which  navy  and    army  ;  but  on  such   a 

they  have  arrived  before  we  touch  merely  expansive  and  experimen- 

upon   any  special   criticisms    they  tal  scale   that  this   division  shall 

have  applied  to  our  own  methods,  entail  neither  competition  nor  ad- 

We  think  that  these  will  startle  our  ditional    cost.      But  they  go  on  : 

readers,  rather  because  they  seem  "  With  Government  gun-factories 

too  obvious  for  argument  than  by  established  for  both  the  army  and 

any   great  originality  ;  but  inas-  the  navy,  there  will  still  be  needed 

much  as   they  are   founded  upon  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  pri" 

an  elaborate   examination    of  the  vate  industries    of  the    country, 

history    of   the   subject    in    each  This  cannot  be  aroused  unless  there 

country  of  Europe,  and  are  based  is  field  out  to  them  a  fair  prospect 
upon  the  disastrous  experience  of  .  <tf  remuneration?'* 

such  as  have  taken  a  wrong  course.  The  Board  does  not  approve  of 

we  cannot  afford  to  pass  them  by.  a  partnership  in  business   oetween 
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the  Government  and  private  firms.  im]>rovGment  into  the  whole  mao- 

All   liistory  warns  against   f^uch  a  iifactiire    of    artillery,  which  had 

course.     But  it  does  believe  that  proved   its    efliciency    most    bril- 

'' joint,  and  at   the   same  time  in-  liantly  in  the  campaign  of    1859. 

dependent,  action   between    them,  For    the    moment    nothing  could 

can  })e  made  to  work  liarmoniously  have  been  better  than  to  leave  to 

towards  the  common  national  pur-  a  man  of   originality  and  genina 

pose."  the   complete   working  out  of  his 

The  Commissioners  show  clearly  own  ideas.  It  was  only  when  the 
that  the  only  mode  by  which  ade-  dull  routine  of  office  settled  down 
quate  remuneration  can  be  offered  over  the  arsenals  of  France  that 
to  private  lirms  is  that  of  granting  the  obscurantist  ref/itne  began,  and 
them  remunerative  contracts  on  led  up  to  those  fatal  evils  which 
the  condition  of  fulfilling  specified  the  Commissioners  have  so  faith- 
terms,  fully  chronicled. 

They  again  and  again  warn  Con-        Iwenty  years  ago,  an  article  in 

gress  against  certain  risks.      They  the  *  Edinburgh  Review '  on  "  The 

dread  the   danger  which    was  dis-  Rifled    Onlnance  of    France    and 

closed  by  the  exj)erience  of  France  England,"  contained  the  following 

at  a  time  ]»assage  : — 

**whfn  tlu^  Government  foundries  **AVu  nmst  s;»y,  from  the  evidence 
were  the  sole  source  of  supply  of  the  and  minutes  befon>  us,  that  the  pro- 
armanH'ut  of  tlie  country  ;  the  oflleei-s  f(»s.sional  Onlnance  Committee  appears 
charged  with  the  work  formed  a  close  to  have  contributed  nothing  whatever 
cori)oriiti<)n  ;  their  action  was  never  to  the  ])rogrejRS  of  the  scienct^.and  to 
exposed  to  the  public;  their  ideas  liave  confine<l  its  operations  to  g;Jving 
were  ni^ver  sul)jected  to  criticism  ;  a  ready  assent  to  the  i)roposiiionh  of 
the  inj^enuity  and  iuvontive  talent  of  sir  W.*  Armstrong  (who  indeed  ws 
th(;  country  wore  ignore<i  and  resisted,  at  one  time  a  nieml)er  of  the  Boarc  ' 
and  no  precaution  was  thouglit  neces-  and  a  very  scant  hearing  to  everylxM 
sary  to  provide  a  supply  in  case  of  else.''' 
nee<l  of  rearmament."  'The  result/'  t.  •  i  j-n-  i^  ^ 
they  continue,  -is  well  known:  a  ,  ^^  .»«  ™"^^'\  "^^''^  difficult  now 
great  crisis  came ;  tlie  (Jovcrnment  than  it  w\as  then  to  trace  the  re- 
works were  inadequate  to  meet  the  sponsibility  of  the  various  bodies 
additional  demands  made  on  them  ;  which  contribute  to  the  ultimate 
and  th<'  patriotic  efforts  of  private  decision  of  that  which  appears 
establishinents    were    inadcipiate   to  h^.{oTe  the  public  in  the  person  of 

SeSed-  "'''  '^*''  ^^''  Brand,  as  "Surveyor-General 

of  the  Ordnance,"   ani   is    called 

"VVhereu[»on  France  absolutely  al-  "  the  Department  of  the  Direct or- 

tered  that  system,  which  we  retain  General  of  Artillery."     What  was 

exactly  as  it  is  there   described  to  obscure  twenty  years  ago  is  dark- 

this  hour.     We  are  bound  to  say  ness  now,  yet  sufficient  evidence  is 

that  never  had  a  nation  better  jus-  before  us   to  show  that  the  same 

tification  for  adopting  that  system  characteristics      have      continued 

at  the  time  she  did  so  than  France  throughout    the     whole    interval, 

had.      A  French  artillery  officer —  The  general  representatives  of  the 

then     Lieut.-Colonel     Truille     de  "  ingenuity   and    inventive  talent 

Beaulieu — had,  after  years  of  con-  of  the  country"  have  received  "a 

tempt  and  neglect,  introduced  an  very  scant  hearing "  indeed.    "The 


Edinburgh  Review,  vol.  cxix.  p.  480. 
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ready  assent  to  the  propcMdtions  of.-  iaia  Noble 6ertid^LT/if  n      dk.      ^t . 

Sir  William  Armstrong^''  has  been  ^-^acted  not*  merely    aa   uot4        ^  . 

the  characteristic  feature  of  the  mentadvisers^  bat  as  members 

whole  period.  ^e  actual  body  nrhioh  practifMUij  / 

This  brings  us    to  the  second  determined  4he  issue  ofoontraots,^^ ' 

danger,  against  which  the  United  the  one  which  gave  the  scientific 

States  Commissioners  emphatically  decision  on  all  questions  of  ord-w.; 

and  with  constant  iteration  warn  nance.  During  the  greater  portion  .• 

their  Government      And    foras-  of  the  time,  and  up  to  thiflL  hpar/\ 

much  as  we  would  be  thought  to  a  mysterious  connection  haa    un;«.- 

have  gone  of  late  on  another  tack,  Questionably  existed  betweeii  the    * 

courtesy    permits    them  to  take  nrm   and    the  departmenti  prob-  ' 

England  as  an  example  of  what  to  ably  unknown  ,to  suooessiye  Qot*  \, 

avoid.  erhments.     Tbe  practical    power.' 

"  As  examples  "  they  say    **  of  a  ^^'^^  ^^  *"^  exercised,  through  Mr  /v: 

practical  partnership  between  a  Gov-  Eendel  at  the  Adnuraltr,  ilum^^ 

emmont  and  a  private  company    in  Captain  Noble  at  tbci  'War  Office^  '• 

working  towards  a    nationiJ  object,  ana  the  strong  presumption 'Ithat.  ' 

the  experiences  in  England,  and  in  has  been  established  of  other  ohan- 

Russia  are  very  instructive,  and  warn  neb  of  influence,  distinctly  call  for 


against  the  adoption  of  such  a  .system,  p^fcy^  investigation.     We'  are  far  >. 
In  England  the  Government,  in  add!-  from  charging  either  CaptainNoble  : .' 
tion  to  pa\ing  during  several   yean  "^"j«*^i5*"&''*''"^  ^•r''*»*"*^r»'*'' ^,,- 
very  high  prices  for  articles  deUvered,  «^  ^l'  Kendel  with  any  ponsmoua     ,. 
was  forced  to  pay  £65,000    to  clcee  ^^  of  unfairness  m  behalf  6\  the    ' 
an   agreement ;  while    the  company,  firm  of  which  one  is  an  active  ,  ''-•) 
besides  the  profits  on    manufacture,  member,  and  of  which  the  otheif 
came  into  possession  of  a  complete  recently  bas  been.      But   we  do  - 
working  plant  at  a  merely  nominal  .^y  ^^t  the  whole  condition  of  ' 
^^"^^*^°  things  is  unsatisfactory,  and  ths»    . 
It  is  obvious  that,  however  great  the  sooner  a  system  ia  establbhed  ' 
may  be  the  evils  of  such  a  copart-  which  enables  us  to  call  on  Captain 
ner^hip     between   a    Government  Noble  and  Mr  Rendel  as  valuable 
and  a  private  iinn  when  tbe  con-  witnesses,  whose  evidence  may  be 
ditions    of     the     partnership    are  fairly  sifted,  with   that  of  others, 
i)ublic  and  above-board,  those  evils  and  the    sooner    these  gentlemen 
becoiiie  incalculably  greater  when  cease   virtually  to   act   as  judges 
the  firm  is  a  nominally  independent  in  their  own  cause,  or  at   least  to 
body,  competing  with  other  manu-  approach  most   unpleasantly  near 
facturers  in  the  country,  while  at  to  that  unsatisfactory  position,  the 
the  same  time  men,  closely   con-  better  it  will  be  for  the  credit  of 
nected  with  the  firm,  are  virtually  our  form  of  government,  and  the 
accepted  as  Government  advisers  sooner  shall  we  arrive  at  a  means 
in  relation  to  matters  of  contract,  by  which  to  encourage  the  general 
During   partj  of  the  period  which  manufacturing  power,  and   invea- 
bas  elapsed   since  the  termination  tive  talent  of  the  country  to  pro- 
of the  copartnership  between  Sir  vide  us  with  proper  artillery. 
AV.  Armstrong    and   the    Govern-        We  have  beeninveighing  against 
melt,    it  is   beyond     dispute   that  a  "  system  of  obscurantism:''    We 
some  menibors  of  the  firm — Cap-  wish  carefully  to  guard  ourselvee 

Sea  the  conclusive  proof  of  this  in  the  cross-examination  of  Captain  Noble 
in  the  case  of  Thomas  v.  Regina  cited  ^terwards. 
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from  mi8inteq)rctation.  We  Bym-  Bible  personal  gaioB  rather  than 
pathise  in  the  complaint  that  we  put  into  the  nands  of  foreign 
are  the  only  peo])le  who  publiBh  l^owcrs  weapons  that  may  be  used 
our  experiments  in  gunnery  in  the  with  dangerous  effect  against  Eng- 
newRpapers.  We  object  to  the  lish  sailors  or  soldiers,  has  been 
system  of  providing  foreigiiPowers  an  efficient  operative  influence, 
at  our  expense  with  all  that  the  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfac- 
best  wit  of  England  can  provide,  tory  as  a  refutation  of  the  cyni- 
Wc  have  not  forgotten  those  nu-  cism  which  assumes  that  such  feel- 
merous  instances  which  teach  us  ings  no  longer  exist  amongst  us 
that  *'  the  real  efliciency  of  the  Nothing,  alas  !  seems  to  us  more 
guns  of  the  other  Powers  will  only  disgraceful  than  the  mode  in  which 
be  known  when  they  are  engaged  the  very  men  who  are  specially 
in  war."  We  have  not  forgotten  trusted  with  safeguarding  the 
that  the  Red  Republicans  of  1848.  national  interests  have  applied 
breaking  into  the  arsenals  of  Berlin,  the  purely  commercial  principle, 
disclosed  the  fact — till  then  utterly  and  with  a  reckless  cynicism, 
unknown — that  Prussia  had  secret-  rather  than  themselves  be  at  the 
ly  prepared  a  complete  equipment  trouble  to  give  inventions  a  fair 
of  rifle  small-arms  for  her  troops  test,  have  recommended  the  invent- 
at  a  time  when  no  other  nation  ors  to  apply  to  foreign  Powers,*  or 
dreamed  of  any  such  armament,  have  patented  the  very  invention 
We  have  not  forgotten  that  in  brought  to  them  for  secret  use, 
18G4  Prussia  was  practically  ex-  thus  blurting  out  to  the  world  the 
perinienting  in  the  Danish  cam-  very  confidence  which  would  have 
paign  with  that  **Zand-NadeI-  added  greatly  to  the  immediate 
Gewehr,"  with  which  she  had  power  of  England  had  it  been 
silently  arnuMl  her  troops  ;  and  loyally  kept.  We  believe  we  are 
that  the  haughty  ]>olitical  conduct  sup])orte<l  by  all  military  atithor- 
towards  Austria,  which  inunedi-  it y  when  we  say  that  it  is  scarcely 
ately  followed  that  experiment, was  possible  to  estimate  the  practical 
mainly  due  to  the  confidence  which  effect  in  war  of  some  apparently 
the  successful  result  had  inspired,  trivial  im])rovement  in  the  arma- 
But  we  find  in  the  voluminous  ment  or  the  equipment  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  Ordnance  soldiers  of  one  country,  not  pos- 
Departm<»nt  with  private  invent-  sessed  by  another.  It  is  not 
ors,  that  the  whole  })riiiciple  of  our  merely  the  physical,  it  is  far  more 
recent  action  has  been  to  encour-  the  moral  effect  that  has  to  be 
age  English  inventors  to  go  to  considered.  The  old  story  of  the 
foreign  Powers  with  their  wares  effect  of  the  iron  ramrods  of  the 
before  they  have  been  tested  in  Prussians  in  causing  the  victories  of 
England,  and  to  discourage,  in  an  Rrederick  the  Great,  is  true  in  prin- 
almost  incredible  degree,  any  j>atri-  ci]»le  to  this  day.  It  was  not  that 
otic  wish  on  the  part  of  individual  the  merephysical  advantage  direct- 
Englishmen,  or  even  English  offi-  ly  produce  the  result ;  but  the  sol- 
cers,  to  restrict  to  their  own  coun-  diers  who  found  that  they  were  bet- 
try  the  first  use  of  their  inventions  ter  equipped  acquired  a  confidence. 
In  case  after  case  we  find,  to  the  the  worse  equipped  soldiers  felt  a 
infinite  credit  of  individuals,  that  discouragement;  and  the differ«>nce 
the    ])atriotic  wish  to  sacrifice  ])os-  in    moral    condition  of     the  two 

'  This  c'onios  out  in  a  rcniarknbh?  way  in  tho  case  of  Major  Moncrieff. 
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determined    on  whioh   ttaDdArds  Ubaxe^andl     ]  '      '^ 

winged  victory  should  rest.  whether  the  p      n     on        J 

It  was  in  a  great    degree  th6  tinee  was  not  as  that  t       a  j 

same  with  the  carronades,  whioh  factory  one,  though  they  alloi 

helped  Nelson  in  his  most  dashing  their    enemies  to  improve    tl 

exploits.   The  carronades  were  not  weapons  among  them.    N<        in  -'■ 

by  any  means  first-rate  guns,  but  so  lar  as  we  ourselves  retain  •  ■'•^ 

they  were  a  little  better  for  prao-  plant  for  making  weapons  for  oti        ''" 

tical  purposes  than  any  the  French  nations,  it  is  no  doubt      ie  tl  i     ' 

had.     After  a  few  trials,  both  our  probably  g^in  more  i  lose    - 

men  and  the  French  came  to  know  dv  developing  our  t     le  m       x^ 

this  well ;  and  the  fact  needs  to  be  like  weapons  at  the  o<       of  ot 

taken  into  account,  as  one  of  the  oountries  ;  but  we  are  ui      y       ^    ''  », 

effective    causes  which    sent  our  loss  to  see  how  the  prinoi    3   laiy^  <■  'i\- ' 

men   into  every  action   with  the  plied  in  Lord  Palmerstons  illto-    : 

oertainty    of  victory,  and  taught  tration  affords  a  justification  for  oar  .^ 

the  French    sailors  to  anticipate  positively  urging  our  own  inventoito    . 

defeat.  to  lay  their  plans  before  foreign    * 

Who,  then,  has  the  right  to  de-  Governments  before  we  try  them.     ;/ ; 

prive  the  navy  of  England  of  any  Yet  that  is    what,  in  case  after 

even  trifling  advantage  with  which  case,  we  have  done.    Indeed  Ool-       ;., 

the  genius  of  our  country  can  fur.  onel    Maitland's  lecture    consists        <. 

nish  it  ?  throughout  of  a  report  of  the  mode-  '. 

What  servant  of  the  Crown  has  in  which  we  have,  as  he  puts  it| 

the    right    to  say    that  foreign  ^coming  last,  taken  the  best^  from   '  ,K 

Powers  may  keep  secret  what  in-  each  of  the  inventions  adopted  hj,    ;■- 

ventions    and  improvements  they  foreign  Powers.    The    Woolwioh  **  < 

will,  but  that    for  English  com-  foreman,  whose  speech  is  reported 

mittces  and  English   departments  in  the  discussion  which  foUowed 

it    is  too  much  trouble  to  sift,  by  Colonel  Maitland's    lecture,    sup* 

careful    examination,     the    wheat  plied  a  significant  comment.     He, 

from     the     chaff,     to  give  to   all  wishing  to   the  utmost  to  glorify 

comers  a    patient   and    courteous  his  own  department,  showed  con-  ^ 

hearing,  and  to  try  what  can   be  -olusively    how  servilely  Woolwioh 

learnt  from  every  one  ?  has   followed   the  lead  of  foreign 

We  confess  it  seems  to  us  that  manufacturers  ;  how  absolutely  all  ^ 
there  has  gradually  crept  in  here  principle,  and  science,  and  exhaust- 
a  disastrous  misconception.  We  ive  investigation  have  been  ne- 
have  run  a  principle,  founded  upon  fleeted;  how  afraid  Woolwich  has 
a  speech  of  Lord  Palmerston,  pos-  been  during  all  this  time  of  any 
sibly  in  the  main  sound,  into  all  independent  judgment  or  any  ex- 
kinds  of  deductions  that  have  no  amination  of  the  real  merits  of  a 
connection  with  it.  Many  years  question;  how  all  that  we  had  to 
ago,  Lord  Palmerston,  defending  trust  to  has  been  a  kind  of  work- 
the  principle  of  allowing  our  man-  shop  knowledge,  and  a  feeble  as- 
nfacturers  to  supply  foreign  Pow-  sumption  that,  if  other  Powers  did 
ers  with  military  stores,  cited,  as  not  adopt  a  certain  improvement, 
an  illustration  of  the  advantages  we  need  be  in  no  hurry  to  do 
of  the  system,  the  time  when  the  so.  Never  has  Woolwich  realised 
Israelites  had  to  go  down  to  the  the  truth  that  the  real  efficiency 
Philistines  to  sharpen  every  man  of  the  guns  and  other  warlike  in- 
^Miis    share,   and  his  coulter,  and  struments  of  other  Powers  will  be 
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known  only  when  they  are  engaged  from  that  shameful  experience, 

in  war.      "  On   29th   April  1870,  Sir  John 

We   liave  not  yet   received  the  Pakington,  referring  to  a  dispate 

report  of  tlie  Parlimentary  Com-  in  which  he  had  committed  himself 

mittee  whidi  sat  to  investigate  the  to  the  defence   of   Colonel  Boxer, 

working  of  the   Commissariat    of  R.  A.,  an  officer  who  had  held  the 

the  Egyptian  campaign.     But  two  appointment  of  Superintendent  of 

things  are  notorious  :     first,    that  the  Koyal  Laboratory,  said  in  the 

the   appointment  of  a   committee  House  of    Commons,  as  he    with- 

was  most  unwelcome  to  the  parlia-  drew  from  the  case  : — 

mentary    heads    of    departments;  **  I  could  not  have  suppownl  it  pee- 

secondly,  that  a  condition  of  things  sible  that  a  colonel  in  the  Royal  Ar- 

and  a  system  were  disclosed  which  <^»^^fy^  ^  °^«"  ''^^  J^,,P    °®f*; 

^^,    •     5                         1          J  and  a  K^'utleman,  and  holdmg  a  hien 

required  exposure  and  condemna-  official  situation  in  a  Government  dl 

tion  at  all  costs.!  partinent,    would  attempt  to  practise 

Surely  the   moral  of  all  this  is,  upon  me  what  I  can  only  describe  as 

that  it  is    in  the  nature  of  things  a  ^ross    deception.     It   was  not   the 

impossible    for  the  parliamentary  A'/yye^^io  faf^i  so  much  as  the  sup- 

heads  of  departments  to    sift  out  P r ess w  reri  :iind  I  am  not  ^shiimi^  to 

■r^-  ♦K^. .     1                        1                1  sav  n)elicved  his  statements." 

for  themselves  grave    abuses  and  -^^^^  -^  happened  that  in     that 

senons  dc-relictions  of  duty  anions  j^^,^^^^  ^j^^  ^j^^^  j„j„^^j  ,      ^^e 

their  immediate  mibordmatos;  and  superintendent   of  thi  Royal  La- 

it  follows  that  they  are   still  less  ^, J^^^      ^.^  ^  ^.^^,^j     ^J  j„fl„. 

able  to  judge  fairly  whether  some  ^„^j.^i    ^anmaker  who  could     not 

immediate     subordinate  of     their  ^^..    ^^^  ^^^^^^.^j      jj^  •  succeeded, 

own   has   or  has   not  acted  fairly  after  years  of  snubbing  and  refusal 

to>»-^rds    an  outsider  ;    still     loss,  ^^  aii'i„ve8tigation,»  in  forcing  his 

again,  are  they  ableto  judge  fairly  ^^^^             j^^^             „^1  attention 

whenever  theqiiestionlios between  ^f  gir  John  Pafeington.     He  also 

their  department  and  some  outsider  ^^^^^^^^          {^  ;„  b^jack  and  white 

with  whom  It  has  become  involved,  ^,,ich   dfd    not  admit  of  contra- 

as  aepartments  must   occasionallv  /i:,.*:^„ 

y      '         I-       ^                                    •  aiciion. 

be  in  a  dispute.  ^.j^^  ^^g^,^  ^.^^^  ^^    ^^„„^^  i„. 

>Ve  are  sorry  to  open  up  an  old  evitable.     Mr.    Cardwell,  who  had 

sore,  but   the   present  case  is  one  succeeded  to  Sir  John  Pakington, 

of   such  vast  importance   that  we  with  the  full  approval  of  the  latter, 

must  do  so.  \\  e  wish  to  show  how  called  on  the   Superintendent     of 

completely  in  the  past  the     Ord-  the  Laboratory  to   resign,     it    is 

nance  Department  itself   has    be-  with  regret  that  we  have  felt  com- 

come  involved  in    the  defence  of  pelled  to  allude    to  such  a  matter, 

direct  and    unmistakable    wrong-  The  offence    imputed  to    Colonel 

doing   by    individuals,   and     how  Boxer    was  expiated   by  his    dis- 

little  as   yet    they   have     learned  missal  ;  but  without  reference    to 


1  See  the  pamphlet  published  by  Dr.  Cameron  (who  moved  for  the  Com- 
mittee), entitled  *A  Romance  of  War;  or.  How  the  Cash  goes  in  Campaigning,* 
foundwl  on  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee. 

2  Mr.  Daw  has  now  the  complete  sc^t  of  papers  on  this  subject  We  ourselvet 
have  worked  them  out  from  the  Parliamentary  Reports  and  the  numerons  in- 
dignant articles  in  the  'Times'  and  other  newspapers  of  the  time  in  which  the 
facts  were  at  last  exposed. 
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his  case  it  would  be  impossible  to  the  consideration  of  her  Majestv'B 

appreciate  the  extent  to  which  the  War  Department  in  1856."     This 

Ordnance  Department  is  swayed  by  drawing  was  taken  from  a  shell  ac- 

partiality  and  obscurantism.    Will  tually  then,  and  we  suppose  now, 

It  be  believed  that  the  very  depart-  in  the  Royal  Laboratory  at  Wool- 

ment  which  had  been  thus  impli-  wich,  which  had  been  lying  there 

cated  immediately  afterwards  ac-  since   1856.      In   1864   the  officer 

cepted    the    late   superintendent's  who  had  been  Superintendent  of 

evidence  in  his  own  case  as  con-  the    Royal     Laboratory    for    the 

elusive  ])roof  that  he  had  not  re-  whole   period  since  1S56,  patent- 

peated  in  a  fresh  instance  the  very  ed  an  improved    shrapnel-shell  in 

thing  he  had  just  been  accused  of  his   own   name.      We   have    here 

doing  in  the  instance  of  Mr  Daw  in   this    parliamentary   paper  the 

— that  is  to  say,  gives  a  colourable  legal  opinion  on  the  principle  and 

answer  which  evaded  the  issue,  and  detail  of  these  two  shells, — given 

left  the  imj>ression  described  in  the  by   Mr   Grove,    now    Mr    Justice 

above  quotation  on  the  Secretary  Grove,   the  inventor  of  "Grove's 

of  State,  who  accej)ted  his  state-  Battery,"   an    authority   on   ques- 

ments?     Such   a  thing  ought  not  tions  of   Patent   law   unsurpassed 

to  be  believed    if   conclusive   evi-  by  any  member  of  the  Bar  or  the 

deuce  of  the  fact  had  not  been  set  Bench — and  by  Mr  T.  Aston,  also 

forth  unanswerably  in  a  published  eminent  as  a  Patent  lawyer.     As 

parliamentary    j)a})er.^      For    the  between  the  two  inventions,  their 

benetit  of  our  readers  we  will  tell  opinion  is  clear  that  the  distinctive 

the  story  which  this  paper  reveals  features  which  give  their  value  to 

as  briefly  as  we  can.  the  one,  were  adopted  in  the  other 

In  the  year  1856,  a  young  sub-  in  1856  and  1864  ;  and  that  if  Mr 

altern  of  the  Royal  Fusiliers — Mr  Hope  had  taken  out  a  patent  for  his 

Hope — designed  an    improvement  shell,  the  patent  granted  for  the 

in  **  shraj)nel-shells,"  which  should  other  would  have  been  bad.    Their 

ada})t    them   to    rifled   guns,   and  opinion  is  positive  and  unhesitat- 

should  at  the  same  time   obviate  ing.    And  if  that  were  not  enough, 

certain  grave  disadvantages  in  the  there  is  an  independent  opinion  to 

old    form  of    shrapnel,    which   he  precisely  the  same  effect  from  two 

had  observed  whilst  on  service  in  other  eminent  lawyers — Mr  J.  H. 

the  Crimea.     He  was  a  Cambridge  Lloyd,  and  Mr  Young,  then  Lord 

man  of  soun<l  mathematical  train-  Advocate  of  Scotland, 

ing,   and    he  devoted  a  period  of  What    was   the   answer   of   the 

enforced    leisure   to    working   out  Ordnance  Department  in  this  case? 

the  j)rnl)lem.  Will  it  be  believed  that  the  only 

That    he  had   worked    out    the  answer   of   any   kind   which   they 

problem,  made  his  imj^roved  shell,  offer  is  a  letter  from  the  ])er8on  im- 

and  submitted  it  to  the  Ordnance  plicated,  denying  the  charge,  and  in 

Drj>artment  in  1856,  does  not  rest  the  teeth  of  the  Secretary  of  State's 

merely  on  his  own  statement ;  for  remarks  in  the  matter  of  Mr  Daw, 

on  })age  15  of   the  correspondence  actually  asserting  that  "through- 

referred    to    below,'    we    have    a  out   his   professional    career "    he 

War    Oftice    letter   to   Mr   Hope,  had  "  taken   special  care  to  give 

enclosing  "  a  drawing  to  scale  of  no  ground  for  the  accusation  that 

the  shell  which  you  submitted  for  he  had  pirated  other  men's  ideas  "  ? 

>  See  '  Return  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  "  Boxer  Shrapnel "  ShelL' 
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*^  I    have    aoted    thus,"    he    goes  gravely  appealed  to  as  having  ab- 

on    to  say,    "  because  I  have  al-  solutely  settled  the  matter.* 

ways  regarded   the  appropriation  But  how  did  this  arise?     Was 

of  another  man's  ideas  with  spe-  it  the  same  Secretary  of  State  who 

oial  contem])t ;  and  secondly,  be-  said  a  "  gross  deception  "  had  been 

cause  I  have   been  fully  alive  to  practised  on  him,  who  afterwards 

the  fact  that  an  inventor,  in  the  accepted  the  evidence  of  the  person 

position  I  occupied  for  so  many  charged  with   it  in  his  own    case 

years,  was  ]>eculiar]y  liable  to  such  as  a  final  answer,  closing  all  ne- 

unjustifiable  attacks  as  those  made  cessity   for  further   inq^uiry  ?     By 

on  me  by  Mr  Hope  in  his  letter,  no  means.     The  Secretary  of  State 

by  would-be  and  unsuccessful  in-  who    had   been   deceived  was  Sir 

ventors."  John  Pakington.     He  passed  out 

This   letter,   forwarded  by   the  of  office.     Mr  Cardwell  succeeded 

then     Director-General     of     Ord-  him.     Mr  Cardwell  doubtless  had 

nance,  whose  late  official  head,  one  not  personally  become  acquainted 

month   later,*  publicly  announced  with  the  details  of  the  case  of  Mr 

in  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  Daw,  though  he  had  himself  finally 

could  not  have  believed  that  this  dismissed  the  superintendent ;  and, 

very  man  could  have  practised  on  as  appears  from  the  papers,  he  left 

him  a  *^  gross  deception,''  as  he  as-  the  matter  in  dispute  respecting 

serted  that  he  had  done — is  actual-  the  shell  in  the  hands  of  th^  offi- 

ly  accepted  as  final  and  conclusive  cials  of  the  Ordnance  Department, 

evidence  in  his  own  defence.     Nor  But    then   comes  the    grievous 

is  that  all ;    for  it  is  held  to  be  part  of  the  whole   story.      Why 

evidence   so   conclusive,  that   the  was  it   that    Mr   Hope « had    not 

Ordnance  Department  declines  al-  patented     the     invention    of     his 

together   to   listen   to  Mr  Hope's  shrapnel-shell    in    1856  ?      When 

offer,     if     an}'     investigation     be  we  are  speaking  of  motives,  only 

made,   to   produce    before   it  the  one  man  can  give  evidence, — the 

evidence   of    those   who   saw    his  man  who  acts  upon  them  ;  and  we 

shell  taken  to  pieces,  carefully  ex-  are  bound  to  say  that  we  ourselves 

amined,  and  placed    in  charge  of  distinctly  believe,  and  believe  also 

the  Superintendent  of   the  Koyal  that  any  intelligent  person  would 

Arsenal.  beHeve,  the  story  which  Mr  Hope 

Not  only  is  this  the  answer  of  tells  in  these  papers  on  this  sul>- 

the     superintendent,     and     relied  ject. 

upon  once  (page  8)  ;  but  on  every  Mr  Hope    says    that  when,   in 

subsequent  occasion  (page  10,  12,  1856,    he    communicated    to    the 

bU,  13,  15,  18)  down  to  the  12th  superintendent   the  nature  of   hia 

April     18T1,  a   year   after  Sir  J.  proposed     improvement,    he    was 

Pakington's   speech,  this  letter  is  convinced  that,  if  rifled  guns  were 

1  Nearly  all  the  facts  most  have  been  known  in  the  office  for  many  months,  but 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  same  defence  is  relied  on  long  after  Sir  J.  Pakington^s 
speech. 

•  **  Boxer  Shrapnel"  Shell.  Return  to  an  Address  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
dated  25th  July  1873,  for  **  Copies  of  correspondence  in  1870-71  between  the 
authorities  at  the  ^^ar  Office  and  Mr  Hope,  V.C. ,  late  of  the  7th  Royal  Fusiliers, 
relative  to  the  shell  adopted  into  the  service,  and  officially  known  as  the  Boxer 
Shrapnel,  which  Mr  Hope  claims  to  be  his  invention,  and  substantially  identical 
with  a  shell  deposited  by  himself  in  charge  of  the  late  Superintendent  of  the 
Royal  Laboratory,  Woolwich  Arsenal,  in  December,  1856/' 
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adopted,  as  he  was  sure  that  tbey  ment  of  th§  great^  o 

would  be  adopted,  the  improre-  ment,  and  ioonld   do  so  w 

ment  in  the  power  of  onr  aitill^ry  allowing  foreign  Gh>Temi        b 

woald  be  so  great,  that  in  any  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  uie 

campaign,  y^e  became  engaged  in,  provement  introduced  ;andi      u 

we  should,  if  we  kept  it  to  our^  reason  alone  he  did  not  pa    n         \ 

selves,   and  did  not  announce  it  invention.    'But  let  us  for   a 

to  all  the  world  as  a  patent,  be  ment's  sake  assume  that  this 

in  a  position  of  superiority  such  not  so, — ^that  Mr  Hope  f rdm  i 

as  the  Prussians  acquired  by  their  neglect  failed  to  patent  the  inv 

exclusive  use  of  breech-loaders.  tion  which  was  afterward  adopt       '* 

Nor,  considering  that  the  im-  Even  in  this  case  there  "can  hie  no  '  ; 

nrovement  in  shrapnel,  of  which  kind  of  doubt  that  his  shell  waiL 

Mr  Hope  was  thus  manifestly  the  during  all  the  time  between  ISSft  .-. 

inventor,  has    been    adopted    by  Mid  1864,  left  in  official  eqatody* . ' 

every  army  in  Europe;  that  the  And  what  we  urge  is  thi%  that  '• 

artillery  feature  of    the  war   of  if  a  Goyemment  official  has  ibees    ,- 

1870  was  the  decisive  effect  of  the  diown  to  haye  been  in  pofsetnon   .  ^ 

new   shrapnel  as  compared  with  for  ei^ht  years  of  an  unpat<eiit6d:  >' 

all  other  forms  of  artillery  action ;  inyention,  and  at  the  end  of  that ;  ^ 

that,  according  to  the  dispaudiea  time  patents  an  inyention  whidb,;'-.: 

of    Lord    Wolseley,  it    was   the  in  the  judgment  of  the  best  ezperti   \: 

shrapnel  we  were  using  with  our  on  such  subjects,  is  virtually  a  mere  ; 

troops  in  1882  which  alone  gaye  to  copy  of  the  earlier  model,  there/ 1- 

our  artillery  its  decisive  superior-  is  aj^rtriad/aciecase  forinye8tiga».<y 

ity  over  the  admirably  served  ar-  tion  of  so  strong  a  character,  that   \ 

tillery  of  the  E^ptian  army, — can  the  refusal  by  the  public  depart--^ 

this  opinion  of  Mr  Hope's  be  con-  ment  for  which  the omdal  has  aoted^ 

sidered  to  have  been  exaggerated,  of  all  publicinye8tigation,isapab-  ./' 

For  all  the  so-called  '*  improve-  lie  wrong, — a  wrong  done  to  her 
ments  "  introduced  into  the  shell  Majesty  and  to  the  nation,  much 
brought  forward  in  1856  by  Mr  more  than  to  any  individual  If, 
lIoi)e  have  since  been  discarded  ;  according  to  the  sound  prinoiplea 
and  the  only  difference  in  the  most  laid  down  by  the  American  Corn- 
modern  form  of  shell  from  the  missioners,  it  is  vitally  important 
pattern  of  1856  is  due  to  the  to  the  interests  of  a  country  that 
perfection  to  which  the  manu-  the  inventive  talent  and  manu- 
facture of  steel  has  since  been  facturing  power  of  the  country  it- 
brought,  permitting  of  a  thinner  self  should  be  brought  into  the  ^ 
case  than  was  shown  in  that  service  of  the  nation,  what  course 
model.  We  have  said  that  we  be-  can  be  so  fatal  as  that  which  is 
lieve,  and  that  we  feel  confident  here  described  ? 
that  every  unprejudiced  person  who  It  must  be  remembered  that  Mr 
reads  these  papers  will  be  con-  Hope,  by  abstaining  from  patent- 
vinced,  that  this  is  the  perfectly  ing  his  invention,  deprived  nimiyii^^f 
natural  and  only  possible  explana-  of  any  legal  remedy.  Therefore  it 
tion  of  Mr.  Hope's  conduct  at  the  was  worse  than  irrelevant  on  the 
time — viz.,  that  he  confided  in  one  part  of  the  department  to  treat  the 
Government  official,  who,  if  he  lis-  question  as  a  private  one  and 
tened  to  him,  and  acted  with  entire  nothing  more.  Mr  Hope's  only 
loyalty,  could  introduce  into  the  chance  of  justice  lay  in  an  inu 
service  of  the  country  an  improve-  partial  investigation  being  made. 
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**  All  that  I  desire  J  he  says,  "is  a  department  was  logically  commit- 
perfectly  impartlAl  judicial  investiga-  ted.  Nor  is  this  all.  There  is 
tion  in  broad  daylight  into  the  accu-  one  peculiarity  in  the  form  of 
sation  which  I  have  brought  against  i\^q  correspondence  to  which  we 
a  man  who  at  this  moment  holds  the  j^^g^.  ^.^j^^  ^^^^  serious  excep- 
distinguished  position  of  a  major-  ^^^  because  it  illustrates  a  de- 
f^Tn^Uy^^^^^^^^  feet  which  we  have  found  every^ 
fidential  position.  where  in  this   Ordnance    depart- 

**I  })rought  this  accusation  plain-  mental  correspondence.  We  refer 
ly  and  straightforwardly,  in  the  very  to  the  "  beggar  upon  horseback  ** 
first  sentences  of  my  first  letter  of  tone  of  all  the  communicationa 
the  12th  January  1870.  I  have  never  fr^^  i\^q  Ordnance  Department. 
shrunk  from  or  tric<l  to  qualify  it,  and  ^y^  finj  ourselves  absolutely  un- 
it is  supportiKl  by  circumstantial  evi-  ^^  ^  .  ^^  ^^^ 
dence  so  strong  as  to  amount  to  com-  **^;''  "^  *^^  ,  ,  Uf*^^  ko^^ 
plete  prwui  fiwie,  proof.  o»ly  ««PPO«e  .^^at  the  letters   have 

**  Against  all  this  evidence  the  late  been  prepared  by  some   clerk,  and 

superintendent    has    offered    nothing  signed  without  sufficiently  careful 

but  his  own  unsupported  jwsertion."  perusal.     At  all  events,  letter  after 

The  answer  of  the   department  is  letter   is   virtually   a  mere   state- 

"  to  decline  to   answer   the   corre-  ment — "  We   have  the   power  to 

spondence "  I  do    you   wrong,   and   having  the 

We  have  taken  these  cases  of  power,  we  choose  to  exercise  it." 
Mr  Daw  and  Mr  Hope  first,  and  "We  cannot  otherwise  charac- 
at  some  length,  partly  because  we  terise  the  brief  statements  "that 
shall  have  to  refer  again  to  matters  Sir  II.  Storks  sees  no  reason  for 
of  the  same  kind,  and  partly  be-  any  further  investigation,"  and  the 
cause,  beginning  as  they  do  shortly  like,  with  which  the  clearest  state- 
after  the  Crimean  war,  and  ex-  ments  of  the  strongest  case  are 
tending  to  the  year  1873,  when  again  and  again  met,  when  there 
the  correspondence  finally  closes,  has  been  no  "  investigation  "  what- 
they  cover  one  long  j)eriod  of  the  ever,  but  simply,  in  tne  very  paper 
history  of  the  department.  They  referred  to  as  decisive,  the  state- 
well,  illustrate,  moreover,  one  of  ment  that  "  so  and  so  altogether 
the  greatest  dangers  connected  denies  "  that  which  is  otherwise 
with  tlie  mode  in  which  questions  clearly  demonstrated, 
of  this  sort  are  now  settled.  They  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  cor- 
show  how  the  change  of  parliament-  respondence,  we  can  easily  under- 
ary  heads  tends  to  place  the  whole  stand  how  this  should  occur,  be- 
wealth  and  authority  of  the  nation  cause  Mr  Hope's  own  earlier  letten 
in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  not  have  the  careless  verbosity  of  a  man 
theoretically  supposed  to  be  the  not  specially  trained  as  a  lawyer, 
persons  who  wield  that  power  at  and  who  is  confident  that  his  case 
all.  Moreover,  they  illustrate  is  so  strong  that  he  has  only  to 
how  a  decision  given  at  one  time  state  it  in  order  to  obtain  redress, 
by  a  parliamentary  chief  may.  In  the  latter  part  we  are  absolutely 
when  circumstances  have  alto-  unable  to  understand  how  any  de- 
gether  changed  be  treated  as  if  partment  could  have  ventured,  in 
it  were  a  final  irreversible  de-  point  of  mere  form,  on  such  a 
cision,  though  no  one  man  could  transparent  use  of  naked  power, 
have  made  himself  responsible  for  where  their  |  logical  dilemma  ii 
the  actual  position  to  which,  by  hopeless.  They  simply  fall  back 
the  whole  history  of  the  case,  the  upon  that  ancient  prerogative  of 
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royalty,     the     "  right    divine    to  the  fact  is  here  the  same   as  the 

govern  wrong.  Commissioners  say   was  the  case 

We  cannot,  from  sheer  lack  of  with  France  under  a  similar  sys- 

space  to  do  tliem  justice,  enter  fully  tem, — the  manufacturers  have  not 

into  one  case  after  another  which  been  encouraged   to   furnish  sup- 

we  have  examined,  and  from  which  plies,  and  therefore  their  supplies 

it  would  be  easy  to  show  how  per-  have   been  inferior  to  what   they 

sistent,    during  all  the  history  of  would  otherwise  have  been,  though 

the   Ordnance    Department   since  by  no  means  so  inferior  as  is  repre- 

the  Crimea,  has  been  the  mode  in  sented  in  the  words  put  into  Lord 

which  the  system    has   proceeded  Ilartington's  mouth .    We  have  be- 

of  snubbing  inventors — of  recom-  fore   us  a  letter  from  one  of  the 

mending   them    to   apply   to    for-  Sheffield  firms  to  the  Master  Cutlel* 

eign  Governments — of  "  declining  at  Sheffield,  in  which  it  is  stated 

to   continue   the  correspondence"  that  the  largest  ingots  they  have 

when    the   department    is   clearly  hitherto  made  "  are  about  forty-five 

in    the   wrong — of    adopting    im-  tons,"  far  more  than  sufficient  for 

provemente    without  in  any    way  any  j)roce88  of  Woolwich  manufac- 

compensating     those    who    intro-  ture  ;  but  they  continue,  "  It  was 

duced  them,  whether  at  home  or  only  the  want  of  demand  for  heavy 

abroad  ;    until  at  last  the  depart-  pieces  which  delayed  our  erecting 

ment  was  reduced  to  depend  en-  appliances  for  makmg  them."    We 

tirely    u})on   the   inventive   talent  do  not  know  that,  until  the  present 

of  a  close  corporation,  and   upon  system   of  obscurantism  has  been 

an  indirect  alliance  with  the  Els-  broken  through,  it  would  be  safe 

wick  firm  —  an  alliance  which   in  to  give  the  name  of  the  firm  from 

itself  discourages  all  others   from  which  we  quote.     But  we  entreat 

coming  freely   forward.     Such   is  Lord   Ilartmgton    to    institute    a 

the  department's  knowledge  of  the  searching    inquiry   into   a   matter 

actual  state  of  the  mechanical  skill  in    which    he    has   been   commit- 

of  the  country,  that  they  succeeded  ted  to  most   injurious   statements 

a  year  ago  in  inducing  T^rd  Hart-  against    the    manufacture   of   the 

ington,  as  their  representative,  to  country. 

state  that  the  inferiority  of  Eng-  As  an  illustration  of  one  par- 
lish  steel  manufacture  was  the  ex-  ticular  error  which  is  somewhat 
cuse  for  their  not  having  earlier  apart  from  others,  and  yet  of  the 
adoi)ted  improvements  which,years  gravest  consequence,  we  must  refer 
after  it  ought  to  have  been  done,  to  the  case  of  Colonel  Moncrieff. 
they  are  now  obliged  to  confess  After  a  great  deal  of  needless  de- 
are  necessary.  lay    and    unfair    treatment,    into 

How  scandalous  a  misstatement  which  it  would  be  beside  our  par- 

of  fact  this  charge  against  our  steel  pose  to  enter,  that  officer  received 

manufactures  is,  appears  abundant-  for  an   important  improvemant  a 

ly  from  the  report  of  the  United  probable    adequate   remuneration. 

States  Commissioners,  who,  after^  Some  fair  treatment  was  for  a  time 

travelling  over  all  Europe  and  then  forced  upon  the  department  by  the 

returning   to    Sir    Joseph    Whit-  pressure  of  public  opinion,  and  by 

worth's  works,  declare  them  to  be  that   only.     But  as   soon    as    the 

without   a   rival  in  the    world   in  adoption  of  his  carriage  had  beende- 

this  very  respect — "  a  revelation,"  cided  upon  in  principle,  when  the 

as  they  put  it.  public  attention  was  being  turned 

Moreover,  it  is  transparent  that  to    other  matters,    the    mode    in 
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which  the  carriage  was  introduced  made,  under  direction  other  than 
into   the  Rervice  was  of  the  most  that  of  Colonel  Moncrieff,  that  the 
unsatisfactory  kind.  Colonel  Mon-  flight  of    the    projectile  becomes 
orieff  appears  never  to  have  been  hopelessly  uncertain.     Yet  the  ex- 
consulted   as  to  the  mode  of  the  periments  at  these  latter  forts  are 
execution  of  his  carriages  ;  he  was  8Uj)posed    to  be  experiments  with 
never  informed  of  complaints  made  Colonel   MoncriefTs  carriage,    and 
against  them,  or    called    upon   to  are  not  known  to  the  oflicers  who 
suggest  remedies  for  them.     Car-  conduct  the  annual  practice  to  be 
riages  have  been  introduced  into  other  than  Colonel  MoncriefTs  own; 
many  of  our  forts  and  called   by  so  that  his  invention  is  discredited 
Colonel   Moncrieff's  name,    which  in  the  minds  of  artillery   officers^ 
were,  in  fact,  not  adopted  at   his  by  results  for  which  not  he,  bat 
suggestion,  and  contained  a  whole  the  Ordnance  Department    itself ^ 
series  of  defects  which   he   could  is  responsible, 
have   remedied.      Yet,    when   the  Now,   supposing    that    by    any 
annual  reports  of  trials  came   in,  accident  there  had   crept  into  a 
he  was  not  informed  of  the  failure  public  department,  in  some  of  its 
of  the  carriages  he  had  objected  to.  lower  grades,   unscrupulous  men. 
Again,  it  will  be  easily  intelligible  who   wished   for  their    own  "pur- 
to  any  one,  that  in  a  case  like  that  poses  to  discredit  a  man  in  Colo- 
of    Colonel    Moncrieff's    carriage,  nel  Moncrieff's  position,  is  it  not 
with  the  principle  of  which  many  obvious  what  facilities  would  thus 
of  our  readers  are  familiar,  every-  be  placed  within  their  reach  ?  The 
thing  depends   upon   nice   adjust-  reports   "on    Colonel   Moncrieff's 
ment.      Colonel   Moncrieff's  prin-  carriage "  could   be   used  as  con- 
ciple  consists  in  utilizing  the  recoil  elusive  evidence  against  him,  and 
of  the  gun  in  such  a  Way,  that,  after  in  favour   of  trusting  to  the  de- 
it  has  been  tired,  the  gun  is  made  partment     itself.       We     do     not 
to  descend   behind    a   parapet,  so  say   that    anything    of    the    kind 
that  the  gunners  are  never  exposed,  has   actually   happened.      We   do 
as   is   the   case    with    all    embra-  say    that    the    feeling    prevalent 
sure  or  barbette  batteries,     ^ow  everywhere  about  this  department 
it  is  obvious  that  the  value  of  this  — prevalent  among  many  artillery 
principle  depends  entirely  upon  the  officers  to  whom  we  have  spoken, 
accuracy  with  which  the  recoil  is  so  as    well   as   among  the   manufac- 
arranged  that  the  projectile  shall  turers    and    inventors    who    have 
leave  the  bore  before  the  gun  be-  come  into  personal  relations  with 
gins  to  recoil.     If  the  gun  begins  it — is  that  the  system  of  obscur- 
to  recoil  too  soon,  the  flight  of  the  autism,  which  we  have  described, 
projectile    is    injuriously   affected,  raises   such  a  cloud  of   suspicion 
Now  we  have  the  strongest  reasons  that    nothing     short    of    positive 
for  believing — and  our  information  proof  can  dispel  it.     The  oflicials 
is  not  derived  from  Colonel  Mon-  in   this,   as  in  other  matters,    are 
crieff  himself — that  in  those  forts  <iot   above    suspicion,    and    above 
in  which  Colonel  Moncrieff's  system  suspicion  they  ought  to  be. 
and    his    adjustment    have     been  So    far   we  have,   in   regard  te 
fully  adopted,  the  results  have  been  Colonel  Moncrieff,  referred  to  the 
most  satisfactory  as  to  accuracy  of  treatment   of  the  system    he   ori- 
firing  as  well  as  in  other  respects  ;  ginally  introduced   as   the   Coon- 
but  that   in   other   forts,   the  ad-  terweight    Carriage.       But   there 
just  ment    has   been   so   carelessly  is  a  long  count  against  the  Ord- 
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nance  Department  for  their  treat-  impossible  for  a  layman  to  under- 

ment  of  an  adaptation  of  that  sys-  stand  why,  with  committee  after 

teni,  known  as    the    Ilydro-pneu-  committee  reporting,  as  I   under- 

matic  Carriage.*     The  story  is  too  stand  these  committees  have  done^ 

long  to  toll  in  full.     We  will  only  in  favour  of  the  Moncrioff  system, 

say,  therefore,  that  the   extent  to  and   recommending    that    experi- 

which  the  country  has  suffered  by  ments  should  be  tried,  no  practical 

the  persistent  treatment  of  a  man  step  has  been  taken." 

who  had  been  acknowledged  offici-  We  cannot    go    at    length  into 

ally  to  have  rendered  the  greatest  this  story,  but  we  may  say  that  it 

service  by  his  earlier  invention,  has  is  one  in  which  the  most  deceptive 

been  so  serious,  that  during  a  dis-  answers  have  been  prepared  by  the 

cussion  in  the   United  Service  In-  department  for  Mmisters  to  give 

stitution,  the  calm    of  that   most  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

orderly,  and,   if  we    may  say    so  After  one  favourable  report  upon 

without  offence  of  a    most  valu-  another  had  been  given  by  commit- 

able  public  body,  prim  and  unde-  tees,    recommendmg  the  full  trial 

monstrative  assemblv,  was  broken  and  presumptive  adoption,  yet  an- 

by    such     exclamations   as    these  other  committee    was    appointed, 

from    venerable    and    experienced  with  Colonel  Campbell  as  president 

admirals  and  generals  : —  and  a  majority  of  members  com- 

^*If  there  is  some  shadowy  power  P9«®^  ^follows  :    Two  were  men 

or   department    bi^hind,    which    pre-  who  had  been  energetically  engaged 

vents  the    reoommendations   of    the  in  the  advocacy  of  **  shields,"  which 

most  scientific  committees  being  list-  would  have   been  superseded  had 

ene<l  to,  I  know  that  whatever  that  Colonel    Moncrieff's    system  been 

power    may    Im)    it   constitutes    the  adopted.     A  third  was  one  of  the 

?«n     ;!ffo wl  .n^^u    *  ""f  ^    '"''^'T  very  few  men  who  had  committed 

can  suffer  from.     It  must  ha  recol-  .1    •^      i        ^              -.-      ^    ^^    •"'^^ 

lecte<l  that  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  themselves  to  opposition  to  Colonel 
John  Bull  submits  for  a  long  time  Moncneff.  Nevertheless,  the  report 
to  deception  ;  but  he  is  very  apt  to  o^  even  this  committee  was  too  fa- 
got anj^ry  after  a  long  course  of  it —  vourable  to  be  used  for  the  suppres- 
particulaVly  if  it  is  accompanied  by  sion  of  Colonel  Moncrieff,  had  the 
incapacity,  cither  in  his  senants  or  whole  case  on  which  they  reported 

".n'nlSS'sK""    ''"''  *"^'  "•  ?-"  f-''y  ^}-'^^-    .^r  f  bled 

•^  force  was  given   to  it  by  the  sup- 

IIow   little   any    object   of   na-  pression  of  an  important  covering 

tional  ecimomy  was   the  cause  of  letter ;  and  by  a  technical  evasion, 

this   treatment    of   Colonel   Mon-  the  papers  which  went  before  the 

crieff  may  be  judged  by  a  state-  House    of    Commons,    when    the 

ment     of     Mr     Anderson,    C.E.,  correspondence    was    called     for, 

which  re})resents  a  fact  frequently  left  an  impression  that  the  com. 

repeated  in    many  of  these  cases:  mittee  had  reported  on  a  different 

"The  Ordnance    Department   un-  subject  from  that  actual Iv referred 

doubt edly  had  the  opportunitv  of  to  them. 

tryintr  the  experiment  free  of  all  The  whole  case  urgently  calls  for 

cost  if  they  had  pleased  to  do  so."  thorough  sifting. 

While  Mr  Ilawksley  says  :    "  It  is  We  can  only  afford  time  for  one 


•  "  The  Moncrieff  System  applied  by  ^ydro-pneumatic  Gun-carriages  to  Har- 
bour L)efenct\s,»'  by  Colonel  A.  Moncrieff,  0.  B.,  F.R.S.  A  Lecture  delivered 
in  the  United  Service  Institution,  April  25, 1884. 
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other  story  concerning  the  general  ling,  which  was  made  of  a  serieB  of 
treatment  of  "  the  ingenuity  and  in-  barrels,  arranged  in  a  circalar  form, 
ventive  talent  of  the  country,''  be-  and  worked  with  a  handle,  so  that 
fore  we  pass  to  the  mode  in  which  two  circular  surfaces  had  to  play 
these  principles  have  been  applied  against  one  another  when  the  mn 
in  the  matter  of  the  actual  construe-  was  loaded  and  fired.  At  that  time 
tion  of  the  guns  themselves.  We  the  question  of  the  use  of  Gatlings 
have  taken  our  illustrations  hith-  was  referred,  by  the  department, 
erto  from  the  "  ammunition "  or  to  a  very  able  body  of  officera. 
"  laboratory  '*•  department,  and,  in  They  reported  that  the  Gratling, 
Colonel  MoncrieflF 's  case,  from  that  in  its  then  form.^  might  prove, 
of  carriages.  We  will  take  our  next  very  useful  in  certain  special  poai- 
from  the  vexed  question  of  multiple  tions,  such  as  the  ditches  of  fort- 
guns — Gatlings,  Nordenfelts,  and  resses,  Ac,  but  that  it  was  whoU 
the  like.  Whatever  our  opinion  ly  unadapted  to  service  in  the 
on  that  subject  may  be — whether  field.  The  objections  to  its  use 
we  agree  with  the  very  able  lee-  were,  chiefly,  its  tendency  to  jam 
ture  in  which  Lord  Charles  Beres-  when  loading,  and  the  fact  that  a 
ford  recently  advocated  the  use  of  special  ammunition  would  be  re- 
these  weapons,*  or  with  Colonel  quired  for  it,  which  would  greatly 
Brackenbury's '  view,  that  any  ad-  complicate  the  stores  taken  into 
vocacy  of  them  is  mere  folly — we  the  field.  General  Sir  Edward 
are  not  here  called  upon  to  say.  Hamley,  who  had  been  asked 
Colonel  Brackenbury  will  agree  separately  by  Mr  Cardwell  to  re- 
with  Lord  Charles  lieresford  so  far  port  on  the  mitrailleuse,  expressed 
as  this,  that  if  multiple  guns  are  in  a  somewhat  more  favourable  opin- 
any  case  to  be  used,  we  ought,  at  ion  on  these  points, 
least,  to  have  the  best  form  of  them  As  it  is  by  no  means  our  pur- 
that  we  can  obtain.  Now  the  cu-  pose,  in  this  article,  to  advocate 
rious  fate  of  the  Ordnance  Dej)art-  the  claims  of  any  particular  iu- 
ment  has  been  such  that  it  decreed  ventor,  we  shall  not  attempt  to 
that  our  troops  should  use  in  the  decide  whether,  of  the  more  mod* 
field  an  inferior  form  of  Gatling.  ern  forms  of  multiple  gun,  the 
We  have  heard  the  story  repeat-  Gardner,  the  Hochkiss,  or  the 
edly  told  with  much  indignation  Nordenfelt  is  the  best.  But  at 
by  oflicers  who  were  engaged  in  all  events,  a  few  years  later  than 
the  Zulu  campai^.  We  believe,  the  report  we  have  spoken  of,  it 
though  in  this  mstance  we  only  was  proved,  by  a  series  of  exhaus- 
speak  from  broad  and  general  facts  tive  trials  at  Shoeburyness,  that 
of  public  notoriety,  that  we  shall  inventions  had  been  introduced 
not  be  unfair  if  we  state  the  matter  which  entirely  obviated  the  chief 
thus.  Shortly  after  the  Franco-  objections  which  had  been  raised 
German  war — say  about  the  year  to  the  earlier  form  of  Gatling.  In 
1873-74: — the  only  form  of  multiple  one,  at  any  rate,  of  the  forms,  a 
gun  in  existence  was  the  old  Gat-  series  of  tne  Martini-Henry  barrel^ 

»  "  Machine  Guns  inl  the  Field.''    A  Lecture  delivered  at  the  United  Service 

Institution  by  Captain  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Charles  Beresford,  R.  N.,  on  the 
4th  of  July  1884. 

«  **  Gunpowder  considered  as  the  Spirit  of  Artillery."    By  Colonel  C.  R 

Brackenbury,  R.A.,  Superintendent,  Royal  Gunpowder  Factoir,  Waltham 
Abbey.  A  Lecture  delivered  at  the  United  Service  Institutionp  Febmarr  29. 
1884. 
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of  our  infantry  soldiers  had  been  even  themselves  obliged  to  send 
arranged  side  by  side,  so  that  by  out  some  Catlings  to  supplement 
a  very  simple  breech-action  the  those  landed  by  the  Admiralty, 
vrhole  could  be  loaded  without  a  A  more  complete  stutlification  of 
chance  of  jamming.  Thus  the  ob-  itself  by  a  department  than  the 
jection  both  as  to  jamming  and  to  use  of  an  avowedly  inferior  form 
the  multiplication  of  ammunition  of  weapon,  for  no  other  reason  than 
was  overcome.  this — that  they  had  condemned  all 
Yet  the  Ordnance  Department  possible  improvements  of  it  be- 
declared  that  the  question  had  cause  in  its  first  form  it  was  a 
been  already  decided  by  the  re-  failure — has  perhaps  never  been 
ports  on  the  o/^Gatling — a  decision  recorded  in  any  country, 
about  as  reasonable  as  it  would  We  can  only  cull  these  few 
have  been  to  decide  that  steel  pens  choice  flowers  from  the  rich  garden 
should  never  be  adci)ted  into  the  of  the  blunderings  of  the  depart- 
public  service,  because  quills  were  ment,  but  we  can  assure  our  readers 
better  than  the  roughest  form  of  that  they  are  nothing  to  the  bou- 
the  iirst  idea  of  a  metal  pen.  The  quet  that  would  be  gathered  by 
mutter  was,  we  have  every  reason  any  searching  inquiry.' 
to  believe,  not  again  referred  to  We  come  now  to  the  question 
any  of  the  authorities  who.  had  of  gun-manufacture  itself.  Hav- 
])ron(>UTK'ed  against  the  old  Gat-  ing  originally  entered  into  a"  prac- 
lin^.  tical  partnership"  with  the  Els- 
Hut  the  quaint  part  of  the  story  wick  firm,  we  have,  since  the 
was  this.  The  Admiralty,  having  time  when,  at  heavy  cost,  we  freed 
a  stnmg  wish  to  obtain,  for  their  ourselves  from  that  bargain,  been 
purposes,  Nordenfelt  guns,  were  involved  in  an  indirect  and  uncer- 
unahle  to  get  them  made  or  issued  tain  alliance  with  the  samefirm,  of 
To  them  by  the  Ordnance  Depart-  such  a  kind  that,  partly  from  this 
ment.  They  continued  to  use  the  cause,  and  partly  from  the  fact 
(lat lilies  whicli  they  could  get.  that  we  retained  all  the  while  the 
A>^  a  ^iMpu'l  :  whrn  the  Zulu  war  worst  evils  ot'  the  former  French 
l)i<»kc  out  there  was  a  general  cry  system  of  obscurantism,  wrongs  of 
that  f(»r  rapid  movement  into  a  the  most  grievous  kind  have  re- 
country  where  transport  was  ditfi-  suited.  A\  e  are  about  to  describe 
cult,  an<l  against  an  enemy  who  a  case  which  has  required  very 
hahitually  niove<l  in  dense  masses,  great  pains  fairly  to  investigate, 
>onie  form  of  multiple  gun  was  and  in  which,  as  we  are  now  con- 
dt>irahK*.  The  result  was,  that  vinced,  more  practical  injustice 
tlie  oM  (Tailing,  which  ha<l  been  has  been  done  than  in  almost 
<on«lenine(l,  was  the  only  form  any  otlier — grievous  as  is  the 
available,  and  the  one  that  was  catalogue  with  which  -we  have 
actuallv  employed  in  Zululand.  had  to  deal.  The  case  is  that  of 
We   helievf  the  depnrtment  were  MrLynall 'i  homas.^    Before  enter- 

'   Wf  h. >].(•,  in  any  <ase,  that  the  two  calm  and  moderat**  statements  by  the 

late  Sir  WiHj.im  I'allisrr,  a  man  of  the  highest  honour  and  oharact«T,  known  as 
*' M»'iiiniMn<luni  A  "  and  "Memorandum  B,''  reganling  thu  late  head  of  the 
Artill«ry  I)«'].artnient,  Sir  F.  Campljell,  will  be  called  for  by  any  investigating 
coMiniitifi'  and  siftiMl. 

^  ••  Th«  Artion  of  Fixed  Gunpowder  in  Guns."  Article  in  the  *  Illustrated 
Naval  an«l  Military  Magazine/  July  1884,  by  Mr  Lynall  Thomas. 

Thomas  r.  The  Queen.     In  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  Exchequer  Division^ 
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ing  upon  it  we  must,-  however,  should  be  for  the  future  pursued 
present  to  our  readers  a  remark-  by  us — whether  we  adopt  the  pres- 
able  letter,  the  intrinsic  interest  ent  French  system,  which,  in  the 
of  which  will  be  doubted  by  no  judgment  of  the  American  Com- 
one.  It  has  never  before  been  missioners,  is  theoretically  perfect, 
published.  The  original,  which  or  discover  some  better, 
now  lies  before  us,  was  obtained  While,  therefore,  we  fully  recog- 
for  us  by  a  friend  from  Mr  nise  the  inconveniences  which,  as 
Lynall  Thomas,  to  whom  it  is  they  point  out,  might  arise  if  there 
addressed.  was  no  State  establishment  to  con- 
It  is  not  a  little  remajrkable  to  trol  and  regulate  supply,  we  think 
find  the  great  apostle  of  peace  so  that  Mr  Cobden's  view  ought  very 
far  accepting  the  inevitable  as  to  seriously  to  be  considered.  We 
discuss  the  right  method  by  which  can  wish  nothing  better  than  that 
a  nation  can  provide  itself  with  all  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  in 
the  weapons  of  war.  But  our  the  country  would  follow  his  ad- 
motive  for  giving  the  letter  here,  vice,  and  petition  for  a  searching 
and  now,  is  twofold.  First,  Mr  inquiry  into  the  whole  question  at 
Cobden  states  it  this  letter  with  the  present  moment,  when  in  any 
admirable  force  the  precise  position  case  vast  sums  of  money  must  be 
which  we  ourselves  take  up  with  spent  upon  supplying  us  with  a  pro- 
regard  to  the  very  distinguished  ])er  armamant,  such  as  the  urgent 
head  of  the  great  Elswick  iirm.  exigencies  of  our  present  situation 
Secondly,  he  carries  much  further  demand. 

than  the  United   States  Commis-  Letter  from  Mr.  Cobden. 
Bioners  the  pnnciple  of  dependmg 

upon  the  inventive  talent  and  the  **Midhur8T,  bthAug.  1864. 

manufacturing  power  of  the  coun-  **  Dear  Sir, — I  have  only    to-day 

try  generally.  received  your  letter  and  enclosure  on 

It  was,  of   course,  to  be  expect-  ^y  return  from  London, 

ed  that  he  would  do  so.     In  this  ,  ."  ^  ^^^  easily  understand  the  un- 

.  1,  fairness  to  which  you  are  exposed, 

paper   we   are  especialy    anxious  Armstrong  must  have  been  mor^  than 

to  limit  ourselves  simply  to  show-  ^  man— ho  must  have  been  a  very 

ing  that   the   existing  system,  as  angel  of  disinterestedness  and  justice 

it   has    been    practically    worked  — if  he  could  have  felt  really  disposed 

for  the   last   twenty   or  five-and-  to  favour  your  success,  while  his  own 

twenty   years,   is   utterly  unsatis-  ^^^^  ^^^  emolument  depended  on  the 

factory.     We   are  certain   that   a  triumph    of   his   rival    invention     I 

«««««k;,.«  ,*«,r««*;^„*;^«    ;„««.„  see  no  other  way  of   reaching   this 

searching  investigation   is  neces-  ^^^  ^^^  j^   ^y^^  \       I   propSsed- 

sary,  andwe  think  that  it  is  far  namely,  establishing  the  principle  that 

better  to  leave  it  to  the  investigat-  the  Government  shall  not  be  its  own 

•ng  body  to  determine  what  system  producer,    and  then  the   purchasing 


before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  (Sir  Fitzroy  Kellcy)  and  a  special  jury,  19th  Feb- 
ruary to  10th  March  1877.— Transcript  of  the  Shorthand  Notes  of  Messrs  Hurst 
&  Hurst,  40  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 

Thomas  r.  The  Queen.  (Before  Mr  Justice  Mellor  and  Mr.  Justice  Lush.) 
Judgment,  &c.,  25th  July  1^77. — Transcript  of  the  Shorthand  Xotes  of  Mesov- 
Hurst  &  Hurst,  40  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 

**  Statement  of  the  case  of  Thomas  v.  The  Queen."' 

"  Mr  Lvnall  Thomas  and  the  Ordnance  Department."  *  United  Service  Ga- 
zette,' in  consecutive  weeks  from  August  1,  1884. 
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department  will  have  no  selfish  bias  trials  ;   consequently  Mr  Thomas 

in    favour  of  Government   establish-  could  rest  his  claim  to  compensa- 

ments    as    opposed    to    private    pro-  ^[^^   ^niy   ^j,    ^.he  correspondence 

n!!!^^'^\.ni?^^*^'M^''™K^'^?^^^^^^  which   had   passed,   the   eflFect  of 

meree  will  tako  up  the  subject. — And       ,  .  ,  **  i    ii        ♦ «.„u«* 

I  remain,  vours  sincerolv,  which  was  to  hold  out  somewhat 

*'*K.  CoBDEN'.  vaguely  a  prospect  of  reimburse- 

"  Lyn ALL  Thomas,  Ksq."  ment    provided    the    trials     were 

satisfactory.       After      repeatedly 

Tho  case  of  Mr  Lynall  Thomas  offering    to    submit    the   case   to 

is  this.  arbitration,     he     was    reluctantly 

Mori'    than    twenty    years    ago  compelled,    under    the    advice  of 

Mr  Thomas  communicated  to  the  counsel,  to  bring  an  action. 

Ordnance  Department  certain  new  The  contention  really  lay  between 

ideas   and    <lis(^overies    resj)ecting  Mr  Thomas  and  the  Elswick  firm, 

the  exj)l()sive  action  of  gunpowder,  as  to  which  was  the  inventor  of  the 

upt>n    which     he    founded    a   new  principleof  thenow  gun.  Theques- 

j)rinciple    in    the    construction    of  tion  ought  in  fairness  to  have  been 

heavy  guns.     Not  being  a  manu-  litigated  on  equal  terms  between 

factunM*,    lie    lia<l    great    difficulty  the  two.     Unfortunately  this  could 

in    <rettin«x  a    t^uii    made    without  not  be.     Mr  Thomas's  actual  claim 

flaws,  which  would  ade<|uately  rep-  was  against  the  (Tovernment.    Not 

resent    his    principle.     Ultimately  only   had    he   the   purse   and   the 

the  «le]>artmcnt   manu  fact  urotl  one  whole  power  of  the  War  Office,  in 

for  him,  he  paying  the  whole  cost  combination  with  the  Elswick  firm, 

of  it  before  it  was  even  tried.    This  to  conten<I  against,  but  the  action 

gun  burst.     l>ut  as  any  number  of  being  against  theCrown,neces8arily 

Ljuns   made  by  Sir  W.  Armstrong  took   the    form    of   a   Petition   of 

ha<l    burst    without    any  discredit  Right.     In  a  "  Petition  of  Right " 

bring  tlirown  on  the  principle  of  the  jilaintiff,  or  "  suj)pliant "  as  he 

tlp-ir  con'^t ruction,   it  certainly  did  is   called,    is     suVjjected    to    many 

n«»t  lit-  in  the  mout]i«^  of  either  the  technical    (lisa<lvantatjrt's    and  diffi- 

ilcp.irtni»'iit    nr    the    Klswick    lirm  culties.       Amongst     others    he    is 

l«»  ^^av    that    till**  settled    the  (lues-  <lebarred    from  the  ordinary   rij'ht 

tiuu  ai^ain^t    Mr  Thomas.     To  say  of   a    litigant  to  obtain  access  to 

so  NTas  to  rai*»<*  a  false    i>su(.   alto-  <locuments  in  the  j)oss<'ssion  of  the 

Uetlier.     Mr   Tlmmas's  contention  other  side.     An  unsparing  use  was 

wa^^  that  the  trials  of  his  gun  were  made  of  these   advantages  by  the 

at  anv  rate   so  far  successful  as  to  Crown,  and  so   much  delay  caused 

establish    his    principle,    and    that  by  the    technical    points   which  it 

they  actually  resulted,  as  a  matter  raised,  that     though    ])roceedings 

of  fact,  in   its  a<l<>ption  thencefor-  were  taken    in    June  1878,  it  was 

ward  in  the  manufacture  of  guns  not    till    February    1ST7    that   Mr 

both  by  the   Klswick  tirm  and  at  Thomas   succeeded  in  getting  his 

Woolwich.     This  the  di']>artnient  case  laid  before  a  jury.     The  trial 

<lenied,  and   they    refiis<Ml  to  reini-  took    j>lace   before  the  late  Chief 

burse   him   I'nr  any  part  of  the  ex-  Han^n  Kelly  and  a  special  jury,com- 

])ense— consi<lerably   over  i;iO,(K>0  pose<i    of    merchants,    shipowners, 

— to  which  he  had  been  put.     Ac-  and  other  men  of  standing  (whom 

cording    to    their    usual    ])ractice,  the  Chief  IJaron  towards  the  close 

thoy    ha<l    de<lined    to    enter  into  of    the  proceedings  took  occasion 

any  formal  agjei-ment  Ix'fore  niak-  to comj)lim<'nt  for  their  intelligence 

iuix  the  ixun  and  going  through  the  arui  attention    to    the   case),    and 
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lasted   nearly    three   weeks.     The  him,  had  brought  him  to  the  end 

result  was  a  verdict  for  Mr  Thomas  of  his  resources.     lie  was  a  ruined 

against  the  Crown  for  £8790.    Nor  man. 

is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  Assuming,  then,  that  the  Court 

the  Chief  Baron   was   aissatisfied  was  right,  and  that  the  jury  also 

with  it.     In  summing   up  he  had  was  right  as  to  so  much  of  their 

complained  more  than    once  that  verdict  as  was  not  affected  by  the 

he  could  never  get  a  straightfor-  judgment  of    the  Court,  the  case 

ward  answer  from  the  Crown  wit-  stands  thus  :  That  the  principle  of 

nesscs  to  questions  which  bore  on  the  guns  manufactured  by  the  Ord- 

the  most  essential    points   of   the  nance  and  by  the  Elswick  firm,  and 

case.  now   the  property  of  the  country. 

Substantially  the  verdict  of  the  was  substantially  taken  from  Mr 
jury  involved  their  belief  that  the  Thomas  ;  but  that  the  department 
principleof  the  construction  of  guns  had  so  guarded  itself  by  its  rules, 
which  had  been  for  years  advocated  and  in  its  correspondence  with  Mr 
by  Mr  Thomas  had  been  actually  Thomas,  that  not  only  was  no  re- 
adopted  from  him  in  the  construe-  numeration  legally  due  to  him,  but 
tion  of  heavy  guns  by  the  Elswick  thiit  the  cost  of  the  experiments 
iirni  and  in  the  Royal  Arsenal,  which  had  led  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Secondly,  it  involved  the  conclu-  guns,  of  which  the  department  and 
siou  that  Mr  Thomas  had  been  led  the  Elswick  iirm  reaped  the  advau- 
to  8U})i)0se,  in  such  a  way  as  virtu-  tage,  amounting  to  £8790,  was  left 
ally  to  constitute  a  contract,  that  to  be  borne  by  him. 
if  he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  Surely  it  was  a  hard  case  !  And 
principle  of  his  guns,  the  cost  of  what  followed  made  it  harder  still, 
his  experiments  would  be  repaid  When  Lord  Eustace  Cecil,  then 
to  him.  Surveyor-General,  was  asked  in  the 

In  June  1877  the  Crown  moved  House  of  Commons,  on  July  28th 

the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  for  a  18T9,  how    it  happened   that    the 

new   trial.     The   argument  lasted  jury  in  Mr  Thomas's  case  had  found 

several  days.     In  its  judgment  the  a  verdict  in  his  favour,  if  it  was  the 

Court  expressed  no  opinion,  either  fact,  as  Lord  Eustace  had  stated  on 

favourable  or  adverse  to  the  ver-  a  previous  occasion,  that  the  evi- 

dict   on   the   first   point,    whether  dence  on  the  trial  proved  that  the 

Mr  Thomas's  gun  or  ideas  had  been  method  of  construction  adopted  in 

adopted  ;  but  on  the  second  point,  the  service-gims  had  been  discov- 

their  decision  was  that  the  Chief  cred  in  the  Royal  Arsenal, — when 

Baron   was   wrong  in  leaving  the  this  question  was  put  to  him,  the 

question  of  contract    to  the   jury  following  incorrect  and  misleading 

at  all — that  the  alleged  contract,  if  answer  was  put  into  his  mouth  by 

any,  being  in  writing,  its  interpru-  his  subordinates  : — 

tation  was  for  the  Court,  not  for  »i  //^  j^ad  made  inquiry  at  the  War 

the  jury  ;  and  lastly,  they  decided  Offiiu^'^he  said,  *'but  he  was  unable  to 

that  there  was    no  contract  upon  obtain  any  explanation  of  the  extra- 

which  an  action  would  lie.  ordintiry  venlict  which  the  jury  had 

From  this  decision  it  was  open  conio  to  in  the  case  referred  to.     He. 

.      Ai     'iM    4^    «.  ..^..1  ♦..  rii«  find,  Jiotrcrer,  been  tiiformea  of  &  fact 

to  Mv    1  nomas    to    appeal  to  tne  i?     i  ■  u       i         u-    i.         «.  ui     -..-j 

>-             ,              i>  .    1       1     1    1     1  of  winch  i>erhaps  his  honourable  and 

Court    above.      But    he    had    had  gallant  friend  was  ignorant,  that  the 

four  years  of  litigation  ;  and  this,  j„a-res  of  the  Queen's  Bench  had  come 

with    the     ten     thousand     pounds  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  the 

which   the   experiments   had    cost  venlict  siiould  be  set  aside,  on  the 


•_    * 


1885.]  Whylhave  foe  no  I^r^par  Armamanl^  - 

ground  that  the  weigJU  cf  fvidence   wards  the  Attorney-General  stated 
was  against  U."  ^halj  amounted  to  a  direct  oontr^ 

Now  we  ask  if  this  answer  does   diotion  of  what  Lord  Eustace  had 
not  conclusively  establish  the  point    sud. 

we  are  endeavouring  to  make — vis.,       But  we  are  bound  to  say  that 
that  an  examination  by  its  parlia-    all  such  remarks  as  those  which 
mentary  chiefs  into  the  condition  of    we  are  sure  Mr  Brand  must  incoH" 
a  department,  against  which  there    siderately  have  made,  that  Mr  L.' 
arethestrongestprimd/oci^grounds   Thomas's  charges  show  that  **  he  is 
for  suspicion,  is   the  merest  farce,    in  a  sad  state  of  mind,**  are'  very 
because  there  can  be  but  one  pos-    wrong.    The  law  courts  are  open* 
sible  result  from  it  ?  Here  we  have   The   Surveyor*Gtoneral's  office  is  a 
the  Snrveyor-Oeneral  of  the  Ord-    place  of  darkness,  and  that  only, 
nance  going  to  ask  the  very  men,    No  one  knows    better   than   Mr 
— Sir  I^  rederick  Campbell,  Colonel    Brand  how  impossible  it  is  for  him 
Alderson,    Mr    En^leback,  whose   to  penetrate  that  darkness, 
evidence  the  jury  did  not  accept.        For,  thanks  to  the  persistent  pa^ 
— what  the  reason  of  the  verdict    tience  and  intelligence  of  a  youns  . 
of  the  jury  was.     He  does  not  for    member  of  Parliament — ^Mr French 
one  moment  think  of  looking  at  the    Brewster — MrBrandhad  discovered 
notes  of  the  trial  itself,  or  even  of   that  he  was  committed  to  making 
consulting  privately  the  Attorney-    in  the  House  of   Commons  a  state- 
General,  who  had  been  counsel  at    ment  which  would  not  bear  investi* 
the   trial.     He  had  no  notion  of   gation.    We  come  now  to  the  last 
the  kind  of  expressions  used  by  a   case  we  have  to  cite. 
judge  of  Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly's  emi-       Four  years  ago  Mr  Hope,  now 
nencc,  either  afFecting  the  jury  he    Colonel  Hope,    the    inventor    of 
is  thus  insulting,  or  affectmg  the    the '*  Improved  Shrapnel-sheU,"  ap- 
Crown   witnesses   whom    he  con-    peared  again  before  the  Ordnance 
suits  as    to   what  the  decision  of    Department  which  had  treated  him 
the  jury  ought  to  have  been.     He    so  ill  before. 

is,  as  any  one  who  will  read  the  He  offered  to  produce  a  gun  that 
judgment  of  the  C'ourt  of  Queen's  should  cost  two-fifths  of  the  cost 
Bench  may  see,  to  say  the  least,  in-  of  our  existing  guns;  that  should  be 
accurately  informed  by  the  depart-  laid  side  by  side  with  the  Woolwich 
ment  lie  trusts  to,  as  to  the  nature  gun,  which  it  should  beat  in  every 
of  that  judgment.  On  the  question  respect,  until  the  Woolwich  gun 
of  the  weight  of  evidence  as  burst,  and  should  then  fire  a  hun- 
to  the  priority  of  invention  of  Mr  dred  rounds  more  ;  and  he  under- 
Thomas,  the  judgment  does  not  took  thiit  his  7-ton  gun  should 
touch  at  all.  Yet  the  inference  beat  the  service-gun  of  38  tons. 
whicli  any  one  would  naturally  He  undertook  within  those  limits 
draw  from  Lord  Kustace  Cecil's  to  fulfil  awy  terms  that  might  be 
reply,  or  rather  from  the  reply  imposed  by  the  Ordnance  Com- 
suppliod  U)  him,  is,  that  the  Court    mittee. 

had  decided  that  the  weight  of  He  asked  for  not  one  penny  of 
evidence  was  against  Mr  Thomas's  money  for  experiments  of  any  kind 
claim  to  have  been  the  actual  in-  until  he  had  proved  all  that  he  had 
ventor  (u*  part  inventor,  of  the  said  by  producing  his  gun  and  sub- 
system adopted  into  the  service,  mitting  it  to  whatever  public  trials 
as  to  which  the  judges  say  not  one  the  Ordnance  Committee  might  re- 
word.    Indeed,  immediately  after-   'quire.     But  he  asked  that,  if  and 
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when  be  had   established  the  enor-  him  any  money   for  experiments, 

mous  superiority  of  his  own  gun,he  such  and  such  conditions  mast  be 

should  be  allowed  to  supply  guns  fulfilled  !      Does  that  mean   that 

at  two-fifths  of  what  we   are  now  the    department    does     not  read 

paying  for  them,     lie  asked  also,  letters  addressed  to   it  ?     Or  what 

that  before  disclosing  his  system  he  doet  it  mean  ? 

should  have  a  guarantee  that,  in  Things  were  in  this   state  when 

the  event   of  his   proving   all   he  Mr  Brewster  inquired  in  the  House 

clainied,he  would  be  allowed  to  fur-  whether  the  conditions  of  Colonel 

nish  a  sufficient  number  of  the  guns  Hope's  offer   were   not  such   that 

of    which,  by  Colonel  Maitland's  if  he  failed  the  nation  incurred  no 

showing,  we  stand  in  urgent  need,  loss  ;  if  he  succeeded   the  national 

In   other   words,     he    asked    that  advantage  would  be  great, 

that  should  be  done  for  him  which  To  this  Mr  Brand,  coached  by 

the  United   States   Commissioners  the  department,  replied  that  a  trial 

declared  to  be  the  one  right  mode  had  })een  offered  to  Colonel  Hope. 

of   securing   efficient    work — viz.,  booking  into  the  matter,  however, 

that   a   remunerative  contract,  of  for  himself,  he   discovered  that  he 

enormous  advantage  to  the  coun-  had  been  made  to  give  an  answer  of 

try,  should  be  made  with   him  in  which  the  substance  was  not  true, 

the  event  of  his  achieving  success.  And   then,  like   the   upright    and 

Now  we  in  our  turn  ask  on  what  straightforward  English  gentleman 

possible   plea,  consistently  with  a  that  he  is,  he  at  onoe  corrected  his 

regard  for  the  interests  of  the  coun-  mistake,took  into  consideration  the 

try,   could   such   an   offer  as  that  whole  question,  and  saw  that  there 

have  been  refused  ?  was  no  colourableground  for  thepo- 

For  the  country  it  is  a  pure  case  sition  taken  by  the  llepartmeiit.The 

of  winning  either  way.     If  Colonel  result  has,  we  believe,  been  some 

Hope  fails,  not  a  penny  is  paid  to  arrangement  with  Colonel  Hope,  in 

him  ;  if   he  succeeds,  we   get    an  accordance   with    which    the  trial 

incomparably  cheaper   and  better  are  to  take  place  Jonr  years  later 

article.  thttt  thty  ouffht  tohaoebeenfuade. 

The  excuse   of   the  department  The  trials  will   be   unquestionably 

for  not  adopting  this  offer  is  ludi-  of  great  interest.     We  must  con- 

crous  in   the  extreme.     They  say  fess  that,  from  the  history  we  have 

their  rules  do  not  admit  of  making  been  tracing,  we  think  that  it  will 

contracts,  on  condition  of  the  pro-  be  necessary  to   watch   them  with 

duction   of   a   better  and  cheaper  a  very   vigilant  eye.      Otherwise, 

fun  than  they  themselves  can  pro-  seeing    how    pledged   the  depart- 

uce.     The)'  say  they  must  have  ment  is  in  every  way  against  the 

everything    explained     to      them  success  of  any  men  external  to  it- 

before     they     make    any    terms,  self,  some  pretext  will  certainly  be 

How  can  a  department  with  such  found  for  aepriving  the  country  of 

a  feeling   about   it   as  now  exists  what  may  be  of  great  benefit  to  it. 

everywhere,  ever  under  these  con-  But,  whatever  may  be  the  fate 

ditions  obtain  outside  help  at  all  ?  of     the     "  Hope  Gun,"     we     are 

The  correspondence    would    be  convinced     that   the  time     for   a 

ludicrous  if  it  were  not  so  serious,  searching  inquiry   into   the  whole 

To  a  man  who  has  expressly  said  question  of  our  mode  of  obtaining 

that  he  wants  no  assistance  in  con-  our  armament  has  come. 

ducting  experiments,  SirF.  Camp-  We  cannot  trust  to  a  body,  with 

bell   writes,  that  before    granting  such  a  record   as  we    have  here 
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traced,  the  task  of  again  spending  How  serious,  apart  from  aU 
millions,  because  they  tell  us  that  qnestion  of  oormption,  the  state  of 
they  have  in  their  factories  worked  tnis  department  nas  become,  from 
out  a  perfect  gun.  We  want  seen-  the  kind  of  cheese-paring  extra-  ' 
rity  that  we  are  going  to  get  (he  vagance  of  which  it  has  been 
best  gun  that  can  be  procored,  guilty,  wasting  millions  and^  cat- 
wherever  it  comes  from.  We  have  ting  down  needful  ez^nditniey*  ,  ^ 
no  such  security  now.i  may  be  judged  from  this,  that  it 

The  question  is  one  of  national,  is  an  open  seoret  that,  at  the  time 

nay,  of    world-wide    importance,  of  the  bombardment  of  Alexandria^. 

As  a  German  paper  said  the  other  there    was  not    powder  avaikMe  ^ 

day  :     '<  It  would  be  death  to  all  anywhere  in  MoUta^  OibraUar^  or 

free  ideas  if  England  were  to  lose  JSngland     to  hdve     sigapHed  the 

the  feeling    of    her  own  security  Jlee$  eufficiently  to  repeat  etich  an 

and  the  consciousness  of    her  in-  operation. 

dependence.^'  We  are  told  that  if — as  we  hope     v 

We   believe  fully  with  Sir    F.  he    will  do— Dr. .  Cameron  moves 

Doyle   that    our    *' all -shattering  that   his  Committee  shall  extend 

guns"  are  vain  if  we  do  not  keep  its  researches  to  the  Ordnance  and    .. 

other  even  more  important  thinss  Artillery  Departments,  he  will  be^ 

in    a    healthy  condition ;  but    if  resisted,  precisely  because  the  ex-    ^  ', 

we  fail   now  because  we  have  no  posure  would  be,  and  because,  it    t.  * 

^<  all.shattering "  guns  at  all,  that  is    known  that  it  would  be,*  so    ^ 

will   be  the  expression  only  of  a  tnemendous.     We    cannot    brinff  ^ 

far  more  deadly  rottenness.  ourselves  to  believe  that  Englisfi 

Under  the  cover  of  party  govern-  politics  have  yet  fallen  so  low.          • , 

ment,  there  is  the  greatest  danger  If  our  leaders  are  ready  on  spoh 

lest  a  system  should  be  set  up  in  a  ground  as  that  to  resist  inqnirj^ 

our  midst  which,  hating  daylight,  and  if  independent  members  wliu 

and    trusting  to  a    parliamentary  obediently  follow  them,  our  fate  is 

vote  as  every  ready  to  back  a  head  sealed.     It  does  not  much   matter 

who  eaii   by    no  possibility  really  whether  the  collapse  comes  in  this 

check  what  is  going  on  under  him,  way  or  some  other  ;  come   it  wilL 

gives   at  least  the  most    grievous  The  security  of  England  will  have 

opportiiiiity  for  absolute    corrup-  ceased,    because,   s^andoning    all 

tion  ;    while  if  actual    corruption  the  principles    which  have    made 

were  present,  it  would  be  impos-  Engutnd  worthy  to  be  secure,  we 

sible  that  it  should  ever  be  reached  shidl  have  earned  our  fate. 
or  rooted  out. 


I  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  some  guns  of  a  new 
pattern  are  at  length  l>eing  provided.    Better  late  than  never. 
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CHAPTER  IV. — A   PLEASANT   SURPBISE. 

r- 

It  seems  a  pity  that  the  novelist  tables  ;  he  might  apparently  have 

cannot  introduce   something    like  lived  in  luxurious  free  quarters  for 

the  chorus  of  the  Greek  play,  or  the  duration  of  his   natural   life, 

refer  the  reader  to  explanations  in  Those  of  the  merchants  who  were 

an  appendix,  for  the   succinct  nar-  sportsmen  had  him  in  special  affeC- 

ration  of  those  preliminary  details  tion  ;  and  nowhere  are  friendships 

which  are  indispensable  to  the  un.  more  quickly    cemented   than    in 

derstanding  of  his  story.  But  sooner  sporting-parties  in  the  solitudes  of 

or  later  the  reader  must  be  troubled  the    rice-swamps   or   the   jungles, 

with  them,and  it  is  as  well  to  trouble  But  Moray  was  the  last  man  in  the 

him  soon  and  get  it  over.     Born  to  world  to  "  sorn,"   as  they   say  in 

a  long  pedigree  and  a  broad  inheri-  Scotland — that  is,  to  sponge  upon 

tance  of  barren  acres  seriously  em-  friends.  He  was  too  full  of  energy^ 

barrassed,  David  Moray,  as  a  very  too  set  upon  arriving  at  his  ends, 

young  man,  had   been     offered   a  too  home-8ick,we  may  add— though 

chance  of  }>ushing  his   fortunes  in  the  word    scarcely   expresses    our 

the  Tropics.     It  was  a  time  when  meaning — to  linger  on  the  circui- 

the  oriental  pagoda-trees  borericher  tons  road  that  was  to  lead  him  back 

fruit  than  now,or  at  least  when  there  to  Glenconan  and  a   competency, 

were  far  fewer  Europeans  to  shake  Recreation  in  the  way  of  wildsports 

them.  If  there  were  grander  prizes  came  to  him  naturally;  for  the  rest^ 

to  be  gained,  there  were    greater  he  never   relaxed  when  he    could 

dangers  and  hardships  to  be  faced  help  it,save  when  there  was  nothing 

when  the  adventurer  turned  aside  profitable  to  be  done,or  else  to  serve 

from  the  beaten  tracks.     Resolute,  some  definite  purpose.  Those  pleas- 

persevering,  and  prematurely  self-  ant  evenings  over  the  social  board 

reliant,  young  Moray  was  as  much  formed  business  as  well  as  friendly 

tempted  by  the  hazards  as  by  the  connections.     The     chats     at   the 

prizes.     His   father,  with  the  pro-  bivouacby  the  forest-fire  suggested 

verbial  caution  of  the  Scot,  waited  many  a  topic  of  commercial  interest, 

till  his  son  had  a  certain  experience.  A  partner  of  no  firm  in  particular. 

Then  an  additional  mortgage  on  the  Moray  became  the  ally  and   agent 

Glenconan   estates    furnished  him  of   many  besides  the  one  that  had 

with  a  moderate  capital.     Perhaps  trained  him.     The  custom  regula- 

the  old  gentleman  might  have  been  tions  of    China  were  severe  ;  the 

less  freehanded  had  he  known  more  contraband  trade  was    immensely 

of  his  son's   disposition.     David's  lucrative  ;    European  opinion  was 

daring    sptrulations    would    have  suflici en tly  lax  on  the  subject:  and 

made    his    father     shudder.     The  yet  there  were  many  gainful  affairs 

young  adventurer  had  taken   good  that  were  too  compromising  to  be 

introductions    with  him,  and    his  lightly  undertaken  by  the   old  es- 

pleannnt  ways  made  him  powerful  tablished  houses.     Not   a  few    of 

friends  among  members  of  the  great  these    transactions    were    put    in 

Engl isli  firms  in  the  ports  of  China  Moray's  way,  when    he  had  once 

and  the  ]\lalay  Peninsula.     He  was  given  guarantees  of  bis  discretion 

always  a  welcome  guest  at  their  and   enterprise.      No    one    cared 
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to  inquire  how  far  he  was  agent  story  opens,  he  had  married  a  wife^ 
or  pnncipal.  What  was  certain  the  daughter  of  a  Sussex  squire^ 
was,  that  Fortune  stood  his  friend  ;  and  persuaded  her  to  share  hia  , 
and  he  became  notorious  as  much  wandering  fortunes  —  a  step  •  to 
for  good-luck  as  for  ability.  Hay-  which  her  family  were  the  more  ^ 
in^  repeatedly  steered  his  frail  willing'  to  fassent,  that  the  ydung 
skiff  in  safety  through  the  break-  lady  hafi  but  little  fortune  of  her 
ers,  he  launched  a  yessel  on  his  own  own.  The  marriage  was  only  too 
account,  and  mustered  a  crew.  In  happy  while  it  lasted.  To  his  in-  , 
other  words,  he  finally  came  out  as  tense  grief ,  poor  Moray  lost  hia 
a  full  fledged  merchant,  with  agents  wife  by  an  epidemic,  just  as,  bein^ 
at  the  Formosa  Islands,  and  Sligna-  reclaimed  and  thor6uffhly  domesti-  . 
pore,  and  sundry  of  the  Malay  cated,  he  had  resolyed  to  realise  hia 
towns.  For  himself,  he  was  here,  property  and  come  home.  Heneyer 
there,  and  everywhere  :  the  ser-  ceased  to  regret  that  he  had  not  - 
vants — whom  he  well  knew  how  to  acted  on  the  determination  a  year 
choose,beside8 — could  scarcely  play  before.  As  it  was,  he  threw  him- 
'him  false,  since  his  visits  of  super-  self  into  trade  pursuits  more  ener. 
vision  came  off  when  they  were  getically  than  ever,  sendine  the 
least  expected.  So  far  he  had  Uie  little  daughter  his  wife  had  left- 
special  gift  of  a  M.  de  Lesseps,  that  him  to  be  nursed  under  the  winsr 
he  had  the  knack  of  establishing  a  of  a  grand-aunt.  He  was  relieyed 
friendly  ascendancy  over  native  po-  to  be  rid  of  the  child,  yet  ver^  loath 
tentates.  He  was  understood  to  be  to  part  with  it — ^for  already  it  had 
hand  in  glove  with  not  a  few  of  the  the  smile  and  the  eyes  of  its  mother. 
rajahs  and  sultans,  and  more  than  With  the  separation,  his  more- 
once  his  good  offices  and  shrewd  tender  feelings  had  it  all  their  own 
diplomacy  had  been  of  considerable  way,  and  thenceforward  he  had  an- 
scrvice  to  the  British  authorities.  other  attraction  to  England.  Lat* 
He  was  known  to  be  rich  ;  and  terly  those  flying  home-trips  of  his, 
it  was  said  that  he  might  have  if  they  were  more  brief,  became 
been  richer,  had  it  not  been  for  more  frequent,  especially  after  the 
his  occasional  flying  trips  to  Scot-  opening  of  the  Suez  Canal.  He 
land.  And  in  the  days  when  sail-  had  fixed  the  period  of  his  final 
ing- vessels  and  steamers  made  the  return  at  the  age  when  his  daughter 
circuit  of  the  Cape,  those  visits  ought  to  be  "  coming  out "  ;  and  in 
wore  more  serious  affairs  than  they  the  meantime  he  knew  that  she 
would  be  nowadays.  But  Moray,  was  in  good  hands.  Old  Miss. 
like  Walter  Scott,  was  wont  to  say  Venables  was  a  soft-hearted  but 
that  he  must  have  died  had  he  not  sensible  spinster,  who  had  missed 
occasionally  breathed  the  air  off  the  her  vocation  in  not  marrying.  Her 
heather  ;  while  as  it  was,  he  had  bright  little  grandniece  was  even 
kept  himself  in  admirable  health,  more  of  a  godsend  than  the  very 
with  an  a])petite  that  was  as  sound  handsome  annuity  her  brother- in* 
as  Ills  heart  and  his  liver.  During  law  settled  on  her.  She  devoted 
one  of  his  furlouorhs,  he  had  buried  herself  to  her  young  charge.  Aa 
his  father  in  (ilenconan  kirkyard.  Grace  grew  up,  she  engaged  her  an 
after  liavinpr  brightened  the  old  excellent  governess  :  and  the  three 
man's  declining  years  by  relieving  females  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  world 
the  estates  of  the  last  of  their  en-  in  a  quiet  way,  changing  their  res- 
cumbrances.  During  another  trip,  idences  from  Bath  to  Brighton^ 
and  nearly  twenty  years  before  our  from  Clifton  to  Scarborough  ;  ana 
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varj'iiig  tlie  pleasant  life  with  an  oc-  manner  of  doing  it.     So  I  snapped 

casionalexcursion  to  the  Continent,  a   thread   here,  and  cut   a  tangle 

"  Grace  is  petted,  of  course,"  the  there  ;  and  if  there  were  knots,  I 

old  lady  iised  to  say  ;  "  and  per-  untied  them  with  my  teeth  or  ray 

hai)s  I  spoil  her  a  little.     I'm  sure  lingers." 

I  don't  know  ;  and  I  don't  think  And  when  Grace  remarked  that 

she  generally  abuses  her  influence,  she  feared  he  must  have  sac^iticed 

But  it  strikes  me  that,  though  she  something  considerable  to  his  pre- 

is    kind   enough   to    talk    matters  cipitation,  he  only  answered,  with 

over  fairly,  she  always  contrives  a  laugh,  that  if  he  came  home  with 

to  have  her  way  in  the  end."  a  triHe  less  money  than  he  might 

Which  proposition  Grace,  if  she  have  done,  nevertheless  she  would 

were  present,  would  pleasantly  dis-  be    very    satisfactorily    tochcred  ! 

pose    of    with   smiles   and   kisses.  "Which  isn't  at  all,  papa,    what, 

l^ossibly  being  too  honest  to  deny  I  meant,  as  you  know.'^ 

it,  she  preferred  to  waive  the  point.  Not  even  the  most  intimate  of 

As  for  h(*r   father,   he  was    (juite  his   mercantile    connections   knew 

satisfied  with  the   manner  of   her  anything  of  the  exact  amount  of 

education.  his  wealth,  for  Moray  never  made 

"  I  don't  fancy  you  will   find  it  unnecessary    confidences.     But   it 

very  easy  to  spoil  her  ;  and  at  all  was  certain  that  his  only  daughter, 

events,  I  give  you  liberty  to  try."  by  her  fortune,  as   by   her   looks 

And  as  he  stroked   her  fair  hair,  and  her  birth,  ought  to  be  free  to 

and  looked  in  her  frank  eyes  with  pick  and  choose  among  all  manner 

proud  confidence,  the  girl  probably  of  eligible  suitors, 

felt   that  she    was    put    upon    her  ..... 

honour.     At  all  events,  any  spoil-  IVFiss  Moray  was  generally  good- 

iiig  was  only  skin-deep  ;  and  she  humour  itself — she  had  the  happy 

grew    up   the   most    indulgent  of  gift  of  looking  on  the  bright  side 

doujestic  tyrants.  of  things  ;  and  indeed,  with  the  sad 

The  sud<ien  death  of  her  aunt,  exception    of  her  recent  bereave- 

which  took  pla(x»   about  eighteen  ment,  life  had  hitherto  almost  in- 

months   before  her  appearance  at  variably  smiled  on  her.     But   for 

Glenconan,  was  a  sad  sh(H'k.      It  once  Miss  Moray  was  irritable  and 

was   somewhat    softened    by   her  out  of  sorts  ;  and  the  consciousness 

finding  a  temporary  refuge  un<ler  of   that   unchristian    phenomenon 

the  roof  of  another  old  friend  ;  for  fretted  her,  so  that  her  last  state 

her  governess  had  just  married  a  was  far  worse  than    the  first, — so 

Protestant  pusteur  at  I*au,  where  much   so,    that    her    ffood    friend 

she  offered  all  the  advantages  of  a  Madame  Robineau  had  proposed  a 

home  to  hal  f-a-dozen  young  English  consiiltation  with  the  doctor.     The 

ladies.     Inhere  she  was  to  await  her  bare  suggestion  of  such  an  absur* 

father's  return.  dity  did  Miss  Moray  good,  and  for 

The  death  of  Miss  Venables,  on  the  first  time  for  several  days  she 

whom  he  had  devolved  his  paternal  actually  burst  out  laughing. 

responsibilities,  necessarily  precipi-  "  I  don't  believe  Pve  seen  a  doc- 

tated  Moray's  arrangements,     lie  tor  since  I  had  the  whooping-cough; 

set  to  work  to  wind  up  with  char-  and  I  am  sure,  in  my  present  state 

acteristic  energy.     As  he  explained  of  health,  I  am  quite  unfit  for  the 

to  his  daughter  afterwards — "The  interview.     To  lace  a  doctor,  one 

thing  had   to  be  done,   and   there  should   be  thoroughly  robust.     If 

was    little  time   to   stand   on   the  you  had    spoken  of   a  change  of 
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Bcene  now,  there  migbt  be  some*  are  always  letterboxes  r6and  the^ 

thing  in  that ;  and  in  any  oase^  it  comer,  and  telegraph  stations  over 

would  save  your  carpets.    I  feel  the  way." 

as  if  there  were  qaioksilver  in  my       Madame  was  quick  to  read  the 

veins,  and  as  if  the  chair-cushions  nnwonted    storm-signals.    It  was* 

were  catapults.    Perhaps  yon  may  rarely  Grace  spoke  of  her  father  as 

have   remarked  my  restlessness,"  "  Mr  Moray  " ;  and,  moreover,  they 

she  added,  innocently.  had    been  perpetually  discussing^ 

"  I  have  indeed,  my  dear ;  and  during  the  last  fortnight  all  oon«» 
so  has  Adolphe,"  answered  Ma-  oeivable  contingencies  that  might- 
dame  Robineau,  so  plaintively  that*  have  caused  the  delay.  So  sh» 
Grace  again  rippled  over  in  laugh-  wisely  waived  the  question  and 
ter.  <' And  I  do  believe  that  a  few  changed  the  sublet,  and  the  ex-^ 
days  at  the  Eaux-Chaudes  will  do  pedition  to  the  llanx-Chaudies  waflE^ 
you  all  the  good  in  the  world.  I  duly  carried  out.  It  did  not  prove* 
don't  mind  eivin^  myself  a  little  much  of  a  specific.  Grace  con- 
holiday  ;  and  I  daresay  Adolphe  tinned  to  be  restless  and  preoooa- 
can  manage  to  join  us  on  Monmy,  pied.  It  was  the  more  disquieting 
and  offer  us  his  escort  back.  But  m  one  whose  natural  temperament- 
I  must  say,  my  dear,  it  is  excessive-  was  pkund;  and  Madame  Bobineau,. 
ly  foolish  to  make  yourself  so  un-  becoming  seriouslyuneasy, watched 
necessarily  uneasy  about  your  fa-  for  letters  almost  as  eagerly  as  her 
ther.    You  know  as  well  as  I  that  charge. 

he  troubles  the  doctors  as  little  as       The  reverend  pastor  had  giveik 

yourself  ;  though,to  tell  the  truth,"  himself  leave  from  his  flock  on  the 

she  added,  incautiously,   **  I  think  Monday  morning,  arriving  at  the- 

Mr  Moray  has  been  somewhat  ne-  Eaux-Chaudes  in  time  toacoom- 

glectf  ul."  2^7  ^®  ladies  on  a  drive  to  Ghibaa*. 

For  her  father's  most  unusual  They  had  come  back  to  a  substan* 
silence  was  the  grief  from  which  tial  tea;  and  it  was  one  of  the- 
Grace  was  suffering.  As  a  rule,  and  consequences  of  Grace's  feminine- 
under  all  circumstances,  he  had  upbringing  that  she  had  rather  a 
invariably  written  once  a- week,  al-  liking  for  that  most  objectionable 
though  sometimes  his  letters  might  meal,  and  usually  did  it  ample  jus- 
be  delayed,  and  two  or  three  of  tice.  But  on  this  particular  even- 
them  delivered  together.  But  ing  the  mountain  air  had  affected 
since  the  latest  arnval,  full  five  her  as  little  as  the  mountain  scen- 
w  eeks  had  elapsed  ;  and  so  Miss  eryi  She  showed  herself  as  indif- 
Moray  was  uneasy,  irritable,  and  ferent  to  the  cutlets  and  the  trout 
indignant.  She  had  blamed  his  as  to  the  snow-covered  summits,. 
negloct,  that  she  might  calm  her  and  the  black  pine- woods,  and  to- 
anxiety-;  but  she  never  endured  the  green  waters  rushing  under  the 
the  slightest  imputation  on  him  rocks  and  throuffh  the  thickets  of 
from  another,  as  Madame  might  natural  box-shrubberies.  And  yet, 
well  have  known  had  she  reflected,  as  if  she  had  not  had  enough  of 

''You  may  be  quite  sure,  Madame  communing  with  nature,  when  she 

Robinean,  that  Mr  Moray  has  good  rose  from  the  table  she   left   her 

reasons  for  what  he  does  ;  and  for  friends  to  a  conjugal  tete'd-tete^  and 

all  we  know  to  the    contrary,  he  went  off  foi' a  solitary  ramble  down 

may  be  any  distance  away  in  the  the  valley.     Though   she   tripped 

jungles.     Von  speak  as  if  he  were  lightly  away,  she  did  not  walk  very 

living  in  Pau  or  Paris,  where  there  far.    At  the  first  sharp  turn,  she 
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stepped  aside  from  the  precipitous  that  is  meant  for  an  Armstrong 
road,  and  seated  herself  upon  a  gun.  He  was  beine  held  to  ransom 
moss-cushioned  stone  hanging  over  by  a  truculent  I^lay  chief,  who 
the  bed  of  the  torrent.  had  confined  him  in  a  cage  of  split 

I  have  given  a  very  false  idea  of    bamboo,  with  a  view  to  ordering 
my  heroine  if  I  have  represented    him  off  to  execution  after  a  coarse 
her  as  in  any   way   lackadaisical,    of  preparatory  torture.     Ilis  vessel 
Few  young  ladies  were  less  given    was  becalmed,  and  he  was  beset  by 
to  melancholy  moods^;  though,  as    pirates,  with  the  tints  of  a  native 
with  all  finely  strung  and  somewhat    crew  turning  unnaturally   yellow 
romantic  natures,  many  of  her  most    behind  the  boarding-nettings, while 
enjoyable  moments  were  tinctured    the  ficet  of  sweep-impelled  proas 
with  sadness.  But  now  the  dimpled    was  approaching  hand  over  nand. 
chin  went  down  into  the  slender    Struck  down   by  the  jungle-fever 
hand,memory  and  imagination  were    or  the  cholera — she  did    not  pre- 
away  together  upon  a  roving  com-    tend  to  give  the  precise-  diagnosis 
mission  ;  and  to  any  artist  survey-    of  the  disease — he  was   tossing  in 
ing  the  meditative  maiden   from    a  grass  hammock,  clutching  vamly 
above  and  behind,  she  might  have    at  a  water- jar,  while  his  negligent 
sat  for  a  Niobe  or  an  image  of  Xa    attendant  had  gone  sound  asleep. 
Petiserosa,  That  is  scarcely  a  fair  outline  of 

I  do  not  profess  to  follow  her  the  commonplaces'which  her  fancy 
thoughts — and  indeed  they  were  so  richly  embroidered;  but  something 
fantastically  absurd  as  to  be  hardly  like  the  last  of  these  pictures  had 
wortli  the  following.  All  that  can  strnck  her  so  pathetically,  that  her 
be  said  in  extenuation  is,  that  she  agitation  relieved  itself  in  stifled 
had  be*?n  growing  less  and  less  like    sobs. 

her  sensible  self  for  a  fortnight  past.  And  then — the  mania  for  devis- 
She  had  lunched  indifferently,  she  ing  surprises  must  have  run  in  the 
had  starved  herself  at  tea;  and  family — and  then  she  was  startled 
so,  like  some  of  the  solitary  lier*  from  her  melting  dream  by  a  hand 
mits  of  the  Thebaid  after  their  se-  being  gently  laid  upon  her  shoul- 
vere  and  prolonged  fasts,  she  saw  der.  While  her  spirit  had  gone 
strange  visions  an<l  she  dreamed  fluttering  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the 
wild  dreams.  Considering  that  ]Mr  Tropics,  it  had  missed  the  very  in- 
Moray  was  "  hard  as  nails,"  that  dividual  it  went  in  search  of.  A 
the  manifold  experiences  of  many  hale  elderly  gentleman,  apparent- 
adventurous  years  had  proved  him  ly  in  perfect  health  and  excellent 
to  bear  something  like  a  charmed  spirits,  having  rounded  the  sharp 
life,  tlic  tremendous  situations  in  corner  of  the  road,  bad  paused  to 
which  she  figured  him  did  infinite  take  breath  and  admire  the  land- 
credit  to  the  vivacity  of  her  imagi-  scape.  What  struck  him  most  and 
nation.  Could  she  have  counted  at  once,  was  the  graceful  figure  in 
upon  such  fancies  coining  to  her  the  foreground.  The  pose  was  sad, 
call,  she  might  have  composed  a  no  doubt ;  but  when  he  had  wiped 
new  series  of  the  ^  Arabian  Nights.'  his  forehead  and  rubbed  his  eyes, 
But  her  father's  own  stories  and  he  showed  anything  rather  than 
letters  from  the  East  had  supplied  the  appropriate  sympathy.  On 
the  materials  and  the  colouring,  the  contrary,  his  pleasant  though 
He  was  being  caught  in  the  coils  rugged  features  were  lighted  dp 
of  a  gigantic  anaconda,  and  being  by  a  sudden  illumination,  as  if  they 
drawn  out  in  ribbons  like  the  metal    had  caught  the  last  glowing  refleo- 
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tion  of  the  setting  bud.    Then  thd  the  f alleat  explanations  for  mntnal    ; 
radiance  gave  place  to  a  grin  of  self-  affectionate  reproaobee — **  after  all,  .    ' 
aatisfaction,  as  of  a  boy  who  saw  my  penitence  ia  already  almoat  a 
his  way  to  a  capital  joke.     The  thing  of  the  past,  and  1  hardly  re> 
dignified  pedestrian  cast  a  conscions  gret  the  boyish  tnck  I  played  yoIl'' 
look  about  him,  as  if  to  make  qnite  **  Then  I  am  sore  you  onght .  to 
certain  that  he  was  not  observed,  repent  it,  sir,**  she  answered,  light- 
Next  balancing  himself  on  tiptoe  ly ;  '^and  yon  must  not  b^gin  by  .  ' . 
like  an  elderly  faun  who  had  lat-  taking  advantage  of  my  forgiving  . 
terly  fallen  back  upon  looking  on  disposition." 

at  the  forest -dances,  he  stepped  '*No,  I  don't  think  I  regret  it,**    " 

softly    forward,    as    if    treadW  he  went  on  reflectively,  speakinj^ 

among  sword-blades,  and  his  hand  rather  to  himself  than  to  her,  as  he  » 

had  come  down  on  the  dreamer's  returned  the  warm  pressure  of  her ' . 

shoulder.  fingers.    **  You  see  I  hoped,  indeed 

When    a  gentleman   long  past  I  knew,  that  you  oared  about  ma ;' 

middle  life  indulges  in  something  but  we  had  been  so  far  apart  ana 

like  a  practical  joke,  h%  deserves  for  so  long.    It  would  have  been 

to  pay  the  penalty.    Moray  cursed  only  natural  had  you  felt  nothing  ' 

his  burst  of  boyishness  from  the  much  warmer  than  friendship  for 

bottom  of  his  heart  when  he  saw  a  prodigal  father  who  must  nave 

his  daughter  spring  up  with  stream-  seemed  strangely  neslectf  uL   Now .   >:^ 

ing  eyes,  start  back,  and  turn  paler  I  know  better,  and  for  the  future 

if  possible  than  before.  In  her  state  we  understand  each  other." 

of  exultation,  and  with  the  dash  of  ''I  should  think  so,  indeed  ;  aa 

superstition  in  her  Highland  blood,  if   any  understanding    had    been 

she  may  have  fancied  for  the  mo«  necessary!  A  prodigal  father  I  and 

ment  that    she  saw   the  Doppd'  neglectful!     What  of  the  many 

ganger  of  the  parent  whose  deadi  letters  I  missed  so  tnuph^  that,' in- 

or  sufferings  she  had  just  been  be-  missing  them,  for  the  first  time  yon 

moaning.    Grace  had  never  fainted  made  me  miserable?  not  to  speak 

in  her  life;  but  now  she  might  have  of  the  presents  that  fell  in  showers 

yielded  to  the  weakness  and  sunk  on  me  as  on  Madame  Robineau  and 

down,  had  she  not  been  caught  in  dear  aunt  Venables.     Why,  sir,  do 

a  ])air  of  strong  arms.     The  firm  you  know,  we  always  regarded  you 

grasp  did   more   to  bring   her  to  as  something  between  the  Good 

herself  than  the  strongest  smelling-  Qenius    who   keeps   the   keys   of 

salts  or  sal-volatile.    Like  a  sensible  enchanted  treasure-chambers,  and 

girl  as  she  was,  she  called  her  cour-  the  mighty  men  of  the  East  who 

age  to  her  aid,  and  dismissed  her  never  travelled  without  spices  and 

terrors  with  her  idle  dreams.    Five  apes  and  peacocks." 

minutes  more,  and  she    was   the  Miss  Moray's  quotations  had jgot 

Grace  who  had  been  more  or  less  rather  mixed,  between   the  Magi 

present  to  him,  sleeping  and  wak-  and  King  Solomon  and  the  Queen 

mg,  in  restless  nights  on  the  In-  of  Sheba.     But  then  she  was  talk* 

dian  Ocean  and  the  Red  Sea,  as  in  ing  volubly  for  talkine's  sake,  in 

Pullman  cars  between  Krindisi  and  case  her  feelings  should  again  get 

Paris.  the  better  of  her ;  and  they  ^ere 

*<  After    all,"   he  exclaimed,  as  standing  full  in  sight  of  the  hotd 

they  stopped  for  about  the  twen-  windows — for  which  reason  she  did 

tieth   time   in   their  slow  saunter  not  answer  her  father  with  an  em- 

towards  the  hotel,  after  exchanging  brace,  which  was  the  kind  of  ooin 
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in  which  he  best  liked  to  be  paid  her  husband  would  have  discreet- 

for  those  gifts  of  his.     But  as  he  ly   withdrawn,  leaving  the  newly 

had  said,  they  had   already  come  united  relatives   to   their  caresses 

to  an  understanding  ;  so  it  did  not  and  their  confidences.     But  Moray 

so  much  matter.     He  quite  under-  would  not  hear  of  it.     He  thought 

stood   what   was   passing    in    her  his    daughter   had   gone    through 

mind,   and    changed    the    subject  enough  in  the  way  of  emotion  for 

accordingly.  the  time,  and  fancied  that  the  best 

"Talking  of  scents  and  spices  preparation  for  sending  her  soundly 
and  apes,  there  are  no  end  of  to  sleep  would  be  to  amuse  ana 
sandal-wood  things  coming  round  distract  her  in  the  meantime.  M. 
by  Gibraltar  for  you,  and  I  left  Robineau,  who  was  blessed  with  an 
a  monkey  in  charge  of  my  servant  inquiring  mind,  was  ready  enough 
at  the  Louvre  in  Paris.  I  picked  to  listen  and  ask  leading  questions, 
him  up  from  a  lascar  on  board  And  Moray,  when  fairly  warmed 
the  Jumna,  when  I  struck  a  boat-  to  the  work,  astonished  the  stay- 
hook  into  his  hide,  and  saved  him  at-home  pastor  with  his  stores  of 
from  a  watery  grave.  There  was  picturesque  information.  Grace 
something  in  his  eyes  that  reminded  had  never  seen  her  father  figure 
me  of  you,  and  so  I  bought  him  for  to  such  advantage  ;  and  as  she 
the  family  likeness.  I  don't  know  had  a  considerable  opinion  of  M. 
how  the  resemblance  may  strike  Robin eau's  intellect,  she  revelled 
you  ;  it  is  rather  in  the  expression,  in  that  gentleman's  respectful  ad- 
perhaps,  than  in  any  regularity  of  miration, 
features."  "It  was  as' if   he  had  conjured 

"  Merci  pour  le  complimetUy  man  up  the  spectacle  or  the /arce,  which 

p^re,"*^  said   the  young  lady,  curt-  our    principles    can  never  permit 

seying  gracefully  ;   and  when  she  us,"  he  observed  to  his  wife  in  the 

ushered  him  into  the  sitting-room,  retirement  of  their  sleeping-cham- 

all   traces  of   emotion  had   disap-  ber.     "It  was^as  a  me/an^6  of  the 

peared.  except  perhaps  for  a  slight-  travels   of    Marco   Polo  with   the 

ly  heightened  complexion.  extravagances  of  M.  Jules  Verne. 

"  Ah  !    mademoiselle    then    has  And  what  an   air  grand  seigneur 

found  the  physician  my  wife  prayed  with  it  all,  though  his  manners  are 

her  to  see,"  remarked  M.  Robineau  as  simple  as  his  dress  was  sliehtly 

gallantly,  after  compliments  of  cere-  soigne.     Ah,  how  ceWe  ch^realee^ 

mony  had  been  exchanged  with  the  Grace  ought  to  be  happy  !  " 

distinguished  arrival.    "  And  found  To    which    Madame,    who    bad 

her  appetite  again,"  he  might  have  been     scarcely    less    etitbusiastic, 

added  ;    for  at  the  inviting   little  sleepily     but    cordially    assented, 

supper  which  was  quickly  impro-  For  Moray's  frank    face,  and  the 

vised,  Grace  kept  her  father  very  dignified   ease   of  his  manner,  as 

creditably  in  countenance.     It  was  well   as   the  modesty  with  which 

a  pleasant  meal,  both  to  performers  he   touched  on   any  personal  ad- 

and  lookers-on  ;  nor  did  the  party  ventures,  were  admir&bly  fitted  to 

separate  very  early.     Madame  and  ingratiate,  him  with  the  ladies. 


CHAPTKR    V. — COUSIN1.T    AFFECTIONS. 

When    M.    Robineau    had    bid    seigfieur^  he  expressed  even  more 
adieu    to    the   nabob  and    grand   unqualified    admiration    than    on 
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their  first  acquaintance.    And  with  occasionally.     I  have  sat  looking  at 

good  reason,  for,  as  he  gratefully  a  basket  oi  mongosteens  in  sultiy 

remarked,    "  On    ne  pourrait    pas  weather,  till  the  moment  had  gone 

etre  plus  genereux."     The  migtty  by  when  they  could   be   eaten  in 

man  of  the  East  had  been  lavish  perfection.      I  have   watohed  the 

of    his  gifts   to   the  "  temple"  in  tigress   playing  with  her   cubs   in 

which  ihf  worthy  pastor  ministered,  the  jungle,  till   something  sudden- 

and  he  had  made  Madame  Robineau  ly   scared  her,  and    I   missed  the 

magnificent  offers  to  induce  her  to  shot." 

devote  herself  for  a  month  to  his  "Your  instances  tell  against  your 
dauijfhter.  The  weather  was  be-  argument,  and  your  honesty  is  too 
coming  to  hot  to  make  Pau  a  much  for  you,"  his  daughter  re- 
desirable  place  of  resi<lence  ;  and  joined,very  pertinently.  But  there 
it  was  arranged  that  Grace  was  to  was   no  shaking  his  fixed  determi- 

Eass  a  month  under  Madame's  wing  nation,  so  she  could  only  sigh  and 

etween  the  baths  in  the  mountains  resign  herself, 

and  Biarritz.  After  all,    what   had  much    in- 

**  Why  don't  you  take  me  with  fluenced  his   decision  was  his  im- 

you  ?"  she  demanded,  not  unnatur-  patience  to  have  done  with  the  past 

ally.     "  I  thought  it    was  agreed  and  begin  afresh  with  the  future, 

that  we  were  to  be  inseparable  for  Grace  in  England  would  have  fet- 

the  future."  tered   his  movements  ;    he    would 

''  So  I   hope  we    shall    be,    my  always  have  been  dissipating  with 

dear — till — "  her  or  dangling  after  her.     As  it 

"  Till  when  ?"  was,  he  went  to  work  indefatigably 

"  Well,    till    it    pleases    you   to  to    finish   the   winding    up  of  bis 

change   your    name,   Miss  Moray,  Eastern  affairs  and  put  everything 

which  seems  a  contingency  we  are  in   train.     He  sought  satisfactory 

both  bound  to  contemplate."  investments   for    his    capital ;    he 

Miss  Moray  laughed,  and  vowed  made  a  variety  of  indispensible  pur- 
eternal  constancy  or  celibacy  with  chases,  buying  horses  and  hill-car- 
a  srmi-comic  seriousness  that  by  riages,  and  new  batteries  of  guns  ; 
no  nu'aiis  carried  conviction.  With  he  sent  upholsterers  to  set  Glen- 
all  her  tilial  love,  it  was  quite  in  conan  in  order,  and  engaged  a 
her  mind  lo  irjve  her  father  a  rival  suitable  staff  of  servants.  When 
sooner  or  later.  Tiien  she  returned  the  princess  came  down  to  her 
to  the  [K>int  in  dispute,  and  pressed  hereditary  domains,  she  should  find 
her  company  with  a  pleading  elo-  everything  in  tolerable  order.  He 
quencc  that,  as  she  said,  should  had  thought  of  buying  a  house  in 
have  touched  a  heart  of  stone,  town,  and  of  having  Glenconan 
But  her  father  was  obdurate,  for  entirely  furnished  and  decorated. 
reasons  best  known  to  himself,  and  But  the  latter  feat  was  almost  im- 
defendcd  his  resolution  with  flat-  possible  in  the  time,  even  had  he 
tcring  sophistries.  given    carte    hlatirhe    d    hi  Monte 

**  Were  it  not  that  we  were  to  be  Christo  ;    and  he    knew,    besides, 

so  soon  reunited,  my  <lear,  nothing  that  if  he  wished  to   pay  Grace  a 

would  induce  nw  to  leave  you.  But  compliment  and  give  her  pleasure, 

y«>u  will  know  scune  time,  that  few  he    must    leave  everything  to  her 

things  are  >o   enjoyable  in  life  as  taste,    and    throw  the  troubles  of 

dallyiiiLT  in  anticipation  with  pleas-  shopping  on  her  shoulders.  **What 

ures  that    srem    certainties.       Not  is  fun  to  her    would  be  misery  to 

that  I  have  not  carried  that  too  far  nie,"remarked  this  excellent  parent, 
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and  the  reflection  brought  him  in-    the  consecjuenceB  of  which  it  would 
finite  relief.  be  impossible  to  remedy. 

Had  Mrs  Moray  been  still  in  the        For  the  two  young  gentlemen  to 
body,  the  small  family  party  that    whom  the   reader  has  already  been 
was  to  greet  Grace   at  Glenconan    introduced  were  his  nephews — the 
might  have   been    differently    ar-    one  by  marriage,the  other  by  blood, 
ranged.     Here  was  a  great  heiress,    Leslie,  whom  he  liked  rather  than 
inexperienced  and  unsophisticated,    loved,  was  his  sister's  son,  andjpro- 
about  to  be  launched  upon  English    prietor  of   a  small  estate  in   East 
society.      "  She     might     marry  a    Lothian.       Roodholm,    when    the 
duke,"  her  proud  father  often  said    moderate  jointure  of  the  dowager 
to  himself  ;  and  indeed  there  seemed    Mrs  Leslie  was  deducted,  might  be 
no  just  cause  or  impediment  why    worth  some    £1200  per   annum — 
she  should  not.     Besides  the  money    certainly    not   more.      But  I^ieslie, 
which  might  come  in  conveniently    with  his  many  estimable  qualities, 
were  she   to  marry  a  peer  with  a    was  a  man  in  whom  Moray  scarcely 
nominally  ample  rent-roll,  she  was    believed.  As  he  had  been  heard  to 
well-born,  well-bred,singularly  win-    remark  once,  when  touched  in  the 
ning    and    accomplished    to  boot,    liver,  "  That  boy  is  doomed  to  die 
For  her  accomplishments  came  to    in  the  fullness  of  years  and  rever- 
her  by  intuition  instead  of  oduca-    ence,  after   wasting  his  days  and 
tion.      Like   her  cousin  Jack,  she    frittering   away  his  opportunities, 
drew  and  coloured   with  a  facility    And  the  best  reward  for  his  life  of 
that  marvellously  resembled  genius,    thoughtful  benevolence    would  be 
She  would    sit   down    to  the  piano    living  to  attend  his   own  funei-al, 
and  rattle  you  off  a  fantasia  of  her    and  listening  to   the  eulogies  pro- 
own  very  original  conception.  Bril-    nounced  over  his  coffin.     Yes,  Mas- 
liancy  was  brouglit  in  in  aid  of  feel-    ter  Ralph  is  a  thoroughly  good  f cl- 
ing ;  and  in  her  intense  though  un-    low,  and  a  trustworthy  ;  but " 

conscious  strength  of  sympathetic  In  that  somewhat  depreciatory 
abstraction,  she  threw  her  whole  estimate,  perhaps  Moray  was  mis- 
soul  into  the  melodious  intonations,  taken,  for  the  natures  of  the  uncle 
Though  she  had  seldom  crossed  the  and  nephew  had  little  in  common. 
Border,  she  would  warble  some  Moray  scarcely  believed  in  the  ex- 
plaintive  Scotch  air  so  as  to  bring  istence  of  those  qualities  he  ad- 
tears  to  the  eyes  of  impressionable  mired,  unless  their  possessor  was 
listeners ;  and  perhaps  nothing  perj)etually  showing  certificates  to 
leads  on  to  serious  love-making  character  in  the  shape  of  palpable 
like  mutual  abandon  in  such  emo-  evidences  of  visible  success, 
tional  moments.  As  for  Jack  Venables,  in  all  es- 

Moray  knew  all  that  as  well  as  sential  circumstances  he  was  infin- 
anybody  :  he  was  very  much  a  man  itely  less  eligible  than  Leslie.  The 
of  the  world,  although  his  days  had  nephew  of  Moray's  wife,  he  was  the 
been  passed  in  the  far  East ;  and  it  eldest  son  of  a  highly  respectable 
certainly  was  not  liis  way  to  under-  Sussex  rector,  who  was,  besides, 
estimate  the  fascinations  of  his  a  canon  of  Chichester  Cathedral 
daughter.  Yet  he  had  deliberately  But  the  Church  dignitary  lived 
chosen  to  throw  her  into  the  com-  nearly  up  to  his  means,  and  there 
pany  of  a  couple  of  cousins  who  would  be  little  to  distribute  among 
could  scarcely  be  called  eligible,  his  numerous  children.  Jack  might 
although  well  aware  that  lat  any  be  said  to  have  no  expectations ; 
moment  an  accident  might  happen,    nor  had  he  any  of  those  specially 
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inflaential  oonneotioiis  that  alrnqst  into   faniilimr  rdati  ] 
hastle  a  clever  yoniig  fellow  aphiO.  pretty  daughter.    Ana  ^      or  :  v 
If  the  world  was  his  byster,  as  he  prospects    caused    him    i 
believed^  it  was  for  him  t6  find  the  anxiety ;  and  he  seldom  u    ij  /  * 
knife  to  open  it ;  and  he  had  been  of  the  fortune  she  was  to  in 
sorely  exercised  over  the  choice  of  without  his  usually  equable      n 
a  profession.    He  was  in  haste|  to  being  ruffled.                                     t  J\. 
arrive,and  yet  he  longed  to  lin^^ —       But  whatever  the  future  mm;ltt.^  '  ; 
or  at  least  to  improve  each  shming '  have  in  store  for  the  partv  at  Gbn*      .^ 
hour,    in  the  way  of  pleasure  as  conan,  it  was   certam   that   A^;  ■ 
well  as  business.    A  life  of  aimless  were  thoroughly  enjoying  the  pre: 
pleasure  would  have  been  intoler-  s^nt.    Grace  had  brous^ht  delight- 
able  to  him  ;  a  life  of  richly  repaid  fnl  weather  with  her :  balmy  even-   . 
monotony,  or  of  dull  isolation  in  ings  and  glorious  sunsets  succeeded    > 
some    baok-of-the- world     colony,  the  bright  and  denial  days.    The 
would  have  been  even  worse.    He  monkey  that  had  been  sent  down 
would  have  scouted  a  consulship  from  town  with  the  heavy  baggagcu     :'■ 
and  an  income  of  £3000,  had  sucn  having  shaken  off  the  agues  and      - . 
gifts  of  Providence  been  on  the  shivenn^-fits   that  had  oppressed    ■  -  > 
cards,  since  they  would  have  in-  him  during  the  rains,  roamed  ver*    ,   : 
volved  exile    and    possessing  his  andah  and  roofs  like  a  (duuiered       ' 
soul  in  patience  through  a  long  libertine,  doing  infinite  damaffeto* 
course  of  savine.    Such  a  career  the  crockery  and  the  flower-beds      'M 
as  Moray's  had  been,  seemed  alto-  when  people's  backs  were  turned.    !^  \ 
gather  different.    There  was  per-  Grace    had  taken    him  in  wamt'     '^^ 
petual    excitement  in  it  to  make  affection  ;  and  consequently  both     '' 
privations  almost  pleasurable,  with  her  cousins  courted  mm  assidou 
the  chances  of  the  coups  that  car-  ously,  to  the  g^reat  development <^"'.' 
ried  you  forward  to  wealth.    He  the  virtue  of  self-control.    Therein   V 
honesrly  admired  his  uncle  and  his  was  little  affectation  in  that  with 
success ;  and  had  it  occurred  to  the  Leslie,  who  was   placid  and  long- 
elder  man  to  place  Venables  in  his  suffering,  and  whom  all  animals  at 
shoes  when  he  retired,  the  youth  once  recognized  as  a  friend.      But 
would  have  asked  nothing  better  it  was  as  good  as  a  bit  of  comedy 
of   fortune.     That,  however,  had  to  see  Jack  Venables  instinctivclv 
not   occurred  to  Mr  Moray  ;  and  raise  his  hand    for  a  cuff,  or  his 
Jack,  with  his  vague  fancies  and  foot  for  a  kick,  smooth  his  ruffled 
indetinite  future,  seemed  a  sinra-  eyebrows  on  second  thoughts,  and 
larly   impracticable  subject.      He  fondly    stroke    the    objectionable 
might  turn  out  well  or  ill :  he  was  animal,  who  probably  repaid  the  . 
the   very   man,   according  to  the  caress  with  a  snarl  or  a  snap. 
Scotch  saving.  **  to  make  a  spoon       And  to  Moray,  who  said  noth- 
or  to  spoil  a  horn."    For  that  very  ing,  though  little  escaped  him  **  the 
reason,  perhaps,  Moray  liked  him  ;  monkey  m  the  family  "  meant  a 
and,  what  meant  more,  in  a  man  of  great  deal.     He  saw  that  both  the 
his  shrewdness,  he  believed  in  him.  cousins  were,  metaphorioally,  faU-  ' 
He   thought  Jack   would  be  well  ing  at  the  feet    of   the  heiress, 
worth   a  helping  hand,  and  that  though  neither  might  have  acknow- 
hand  he  was  quite  ready  to  extend,  ledffed  to   himself  how  much  he 
So  it  could  not  have  been  without  had  come  to  care  for  her.    Yet  he 
due  consideration  that  he  threw  the  looked  on  quietly,  and  let  mat- 
impecunious  but  agreeable  youth  tern  take  their  course^  as  if  the 
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girl   had  been    one     of  a    dozen  I  lyould  have  gone,  I  hope  ;  though 

daaghters.  to  me  it  would  have  been  certain  de- 

Tliere   was   another    individual  struction,  for  I'm  neither  so  young 

who  looked  on  quietly  too,  seeing  nor  vet  so  light  as  I  used  to  be — and 

more  than  the  young  lady,  or  his  Mr  Leslie  is  not  that  light,  either, 

master,  or  anybody  else  suspected.  But  Peter,  he  will  be   telling  me 

Donald  Ross    had    vowed  eternal  that  Mr   Leslie  just  stepped  over 

devotion,  and   had  already    made  as  if  he  had  been  setting  his  foot 

decided  inroads  on  her  heart.     She  in    the    ferry-boat    below    there, 

was  frequently    with    him    in  the  Many  a  man  might  do  that,  and 

outhouse,  where  he  employed  his  yet  lose  his  head  ;  but  Mr  Leslie 

leisure   in    busking   flies   for    the  was  as  cool — ay,  as  cool  as  a  shep- 

streanis  and  lochs,  or  knocking  up  herd  in  the  drifts,  or  an  otter  in 

grouse-boxes   for  the  forthcoming  December.     Maybe  Peter  is  a  bit 

shooting-season.      It   was  Donald  of  a  fool ;  but  his  eyes  are  as  good 

who  led  her  pony  on    expeditions  as  another's." 

into  the  hills,  and   found  endless  So  far,  so  well.     Donaldj  would 

subjectsof  conversation  with  which  honestly   pay   th«   tribute   of   ad- 

to  entertain  her.      lie  dwelt  par-  miration    demanded     by    Leslie'a 

ticularly  on  the   reminiscences  of  coolness  and  courage.     But  when 

those  tenants  of  the  Glen  who  had  his  conversation  turned  from  the 

been  8hip])ed  to  the  antipodes  in  saviour  to  the  saved,  it  was  then 

the  days  of  her  grandfather,     lie  that  he    gave   way    to    heartfelt 

revelled  in  the  legend  of  the  witch  eloquence. 

of  Funachan,  who  had  been  notori-  "  But  after  all,  Miss  Grace,  it 
ously  in  the  habit  of  night  riding  was  worth  while  chancing  some- 
the  evil-minded  hill-folks  in  their  thing  for  Mr.  Venables.  He's  a 
nightmares.  But  she  listened  to  fine  young  lad  that ;  ay,  he's  a 
him  most  heedf  ully  when  he  would  very  fine  young  lad.  If  he  did 
change  the  subject  to  the  pair  of  lose  his  head  a  bit  on  the  cliff, 
cousins  who  were  her  constant  com-  as  Peter  says,  it  was  no  wonder. 
panions.  Both  the  old  keeper  and  If  it  was  not  that  he  likit  the 
ins  young  mistress  were  inclined  to  sport  so  well,  he  would  never  have 
hero-worshij)  ;  but  it  was  hard  to  chanced  his  neck  for  that  ill-smell- 
say  which  of  the  young  men  had  ing  beast  of  a  goat.  I  would  not 
the  best  of  it  with  them.  On  the  have  goue  up  amon^  the  rocks 
whole,  perhaps,  the  stars  fought  there  myself  for  anythmg  less  than 
in  their  courses  for  Venables.  a  hart  ;  but  the  Southern  gentle- 
Donald  would  go  back  again  and  men  have  strange  fancies.  Mr 
a^ain  to  the  adventure  on  the  Leslie  is  a  fine  gentleman  too, 
hills  above  Loch  Kosque,  giving,  as  Glenconan's  nephew  and  yonr 
as  was  only  fair,  the  precedence  cousin  ought  to  oe.  Miss  Grace. 
in  the  story  to  Leslie.  Bnt  he'll  sit  down  in  the  heather 

**  It's  surely  a  sad    peety.  Miss  when  we  would  be  after  a  stalk  ; 

Grace,  that  both  of  them  were  born  and  I've  known  him  drop  off  and 

in  the  South  ;  but  there's  not  very  go  asleep,  and  never  waken  again, 

many  of  us  Highland  people  would  till  the  deer  was  stalked  and  shot 

have  done  what  Mr  Leslie  did.      I  and  to  be  gralloched.     But  as  for 

would  have  thought  myself  twice —  Mr  Venables,  when  once  he  has  set 

ay,  or  perhaps  more  times — before  eyes  on  his  stag,  he'll  bristle  up 

I  would  have  gone  down  over  that  and  settle  down  to  the  stalk  like  a 

rock,  even  for  Glenconan  himself,  sleuth-hound.    Its  little  hell  think 
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then  of  the  rooks  or  of  the  bams,  ble  trait  in  Mr.  Yenabies'sohAtMh  . 

I'ye  seen  him  when  the  blood  was  ter,  bat  whioh  neyerthelefls  reooiB*>  • 

running  down  of  his  hands,  when  mended  him  to  his  cousin  rather      \ 

the  water  would  be  draining  out  of  than  otherwise.   Like  most  women  ' 

the  pockets  of  his ^kniokerbogles';  with  anything  in  them,  perhafif' !..^ 

and  though  he  may  have  the  sense  she    incUned  by  preference  to  m  \. 

to  hearken  to  a  whisper  from  me,  man  with  a  spice  of  the  devil ;  ami 

I  would  be  sorry  to  make  a  sound  in  that  respect  Yenables  resent-  . 

or  do  anything  unchancy.  "  He's  bled  her  father,  who  was  her  idesl ' 

as  good-humored  a  gentleman  as  of  chivalrous  manhood.    All  the  ^ 

Gleuconan  himself  ;    but  then  he  more  sqj^hat,  as  she  often  told  her* 

looks  as  ready  to  get  up  his  back  self,  there  was  something  so  will-   . 

as  Glenconan  or  a  wild  cat ;    and  ningly  kind  in  those  sparkUngeyeB      *^ 

'deed,   were  he   once   to   set   his  of  his,   when   involuntarily    thej 

teeth,  I  wanda  trust  him."  seemed  to  soften  as  they  met  the 

Which  might  not  be  an  amia-  glance  of  her  own.  .   _  ' 
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Had  the  young  men  been  cross-  was  bound  to  make  his  own  v 

examined,  they  must  have  frankly  in  the  world  ;  he  was  dei 

confessed  that  seldom  before  had  to  ^'  arrive  "  sooner  or  la     * : 

they  been  so  happy  as  at  Glen-  the  most  agreeable        ts   m   ' 

conan.      The  days  seemed  to  go  pilgrimage  were  simpkjf            w\ 

gliding    by    like    the    swift    and  of  time.    He  could  ne^           dc      i 

silent  night-flight    of    the   owl —  upon  a  couch  of  rose-l           ^ 

though  that  is  hardly  an  appro-  out  the  prick  of  a  tho           J 

pniate  metaphor,  since  the  merri-  him  inchned  to  spri]      up  i 

ment  was  sometimes  noisy  enough.  Conscience  played  the  i^art  oi  * 

and  they  chanced  to  be  exception-  metropolitan  policemen,   and  v 

ally    fortunate   in  Hunsbine.      We  perpetually  bidding  him  get  up  ana 

should  rather  say  that  the  joyous  move  on. 

Sun-god  had  greased  the  wheels  of  How  far  he  really  cared  for  his 

his  chariot,  and  was  getting  over  cousin — how  far,  at  least,  he  had 

the  ground  at  his  best  pace.     But  fallen   in   love   with   her — was    a 

their  temperaments  were  very  op-  point  that   he   had   not  carefully 

posite,  and  thence  came  a  strange  considered.     Had  he  been  bom  to  a 

inconsistency.  Leslie,  though  earn-  handsome  independecnc,  he  would 

est    and    thoughtful,    was    some-  have  probably  paid  his  court  to 

what    indolent,    and    inclined    to  her  and  proposea.     But  he  shrank 

take   life   lazily.      So  long  as   he  from  the  nuisance  of  thoughts  that 

was    happy    in   the   day,   he  left  worried  ;    and  it  was  a  standing 

the  morrow   to   look   after  itself,  trouble  to  him  that  he  must  spend  - 

Doubtless    he   might  have  great  labour  and  time  to  attain  the  easy 

latent   reserves   of  power,  but  it  position   where  he  might  indulge 

needed    some   strong   stimulus   to  nis  love  and  his  ambition.     Even 

make  him  draw  upon  them  ;  while  if  he  hurried  uphill  by  the  shortest 

Venables,  who  belonged  apparent-  conceivable  cuts,  how  many  inesti* 

ly  to  the  butterfly  order  of  oein^  mableopportunitiesmightbemissed' 

was   nevertheless   profoundly    m-  in  the  meantime  I     That,  however, 

terested  in   his  own   future.    He  was  the  more  reason  for  hastening 
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his  start,  and  making  up  his  mind  and  I  know  nobody  more  capable 
as  to  tho  choice  of  a  profession,  of  advising  me." 
His  father  did  not  count  for  much  "  And  I  know  nobody  more  will- 
in  the  way  of  an  adviser  ;  and  ing  to  advise  you  ;  so  go  ahead, 
self-reliant  as  he  was,  he  felt  he  my  good  boy,  and  let  mc  bear  yoa 
8hou1<l  be  all  the  better  for  the  sage  state  the  case." 
counsels  of  ex])erience.  He  had  Which  Jack  did  lucidly  and 
an  infinite  respect  for  the  success-  succinctly.  Tie  had  no  money,  or 
f ul  lord  of  (Trlenconan,  and  he  knew  next  to  none  ;  he  saw  no  opening 
that  he  was  a  favourite  M'ith  his  in  any  special  direction  ;  he  might 
genial  uncle.  If  he  had  vague  possibly  get  a  place  in  some  Gov- 
fanciesof  some  da  v  making  love  to  emmont  office;  but  he  strongly 
Miss  Grace,  it  might  b(?  well  that  objected  to  monotonous  routine, 
her  father  should  be  taken  into  his  and  would  never  live  contented  on 
preliminary  counsels,  sharing  the  a  moderate  income — unless  indeed 
credit  of  his  success  or  lightening  he  had  failed  again  and  again,  and 
the  responsibility  of  failure.  For  felt  that  the  luck  had  gone  fairly 
Mr  Venables,  though  thoroughly  against  him. 

honest  at  heart,  ]»lu hum]  himself  on  As    he   spoke,   the   feelings    of 

the  shrewdness  of  his  social  diplo-  Morav's  own  vouth  came  back  to 

macy,  and  believed  that  you  could  his  memory,  and  he  heartily  syra- 

hardly  pay  a  more  delicate  com  pi  i-  pathised  with   the    young   fellow, 

meiit  than  in  disereetly  api>ealing  who  had  a  spirit  so  much   like  hift 

for  a*lvice  to  a  veteran's  experience,  own.      Master   Jack's    seasonable 

To  do  him  justice,  he  had  never  frankness  had  done  him  more  good 

for  a  moment  dreamed  of  Morav  than  he  fancied.     But  Moray  waa 

offering  him  pecuniary  help  ;  and  a  prudent  Scotchman,  and  did  not 

even  with    his   ill-defined  feelings  care  to  commit  himself  hastily, 

as  to  that  gentleman's  heiress,  his  "  What  does  your  father  say  to 

pride  would  have  shrunk  sensitive-  it  all?   Of  course  you  have  spoken 

ly  from  accepting  it.     J5ut  ^loray,  to  him." 

as  we  know,   viewed    the   matter  "  jMy  father  is  the  best  man   in 

differently,  and  was  pleased,  and  at  the  world  ;  and  if  he  happened  to 

the  same  time  somewhat  curious,  be  an  archbishop  with  plenty  of 

when  Jack  with   unwonted  solem-  patronage,  my  father,  if  1  assented 

nity  requested  half  an  hour's  quiet  to  his  wishes,  would  make  things 

conversation.    He  was  anxious  too,  smooth  enough.  As  it  is,  he  would 

for  his  daughter  was  always  in  his  like  me  to  go  into  the  Church,  and 

thoughts.  trust   to   treading   quietly    in   bis 

"  Does  the  young  dog  mean  to  footsteps.     But  he  has  no  livings 

makea  proposal  in  form  ?"  he  asked  to  give  away,  and  he  never  asked 

himself.    **  Nothing  is  more  natural  a  favour  in  his  [life  ;    and  besides, 

than  that  he  shouhl  have  fallen  in  too,   I    can't    think   it   honest   to 

love  ;    so  with  his  coolness,  I  can  mount  the  surplice  when  you  don't 

almost  fancy  him  capable  of  that,  feel  the  slightest  vocation  for  the 

And    yet   I  do    him  wrong  :  he  is  altar." 

too  much  of  a  gentleman.  "  Quite  right,  my  boy  !  "  Moray 

Jack's  opening   speech  relieved  ejaculated, 

his   UTK'le's  anxiety.      The   youth  '*  Then,   again,  seeing  that  the 

began  abruptly,  almost  bluntly.  Church  is  too  respectable  for  me^ 

"  You  see,  sir,  it  is  high  time  I  I  might  be  an  artist.     No  objec- 

was  doing  something  for  myself  ;  tion  to  that,  I  should  say,  on  the 
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score  of  hypocrisy,  for  the  most  foiget  it ;  bat  so  far-M  v^l-.- 

brilliant  of  artists  may  be  as  Bo-  pearanoes  go,  Grace  wiu  oe  no 

hemian  as  he  likes.    But  though  I  than  may  be,  altogether  good   ;       v' 

have  a  decided  fancy  that  way,  I  her.     lii  any  case,  I  have  enoi 

misdoubt  my  talent ;  and  unless  a  and  to  spare.    I  don't   mean  . 

gentleman  be  a  genius,  he  should  adopt    you.    I   don't  propose 

not  take  to  paintmg."  treat  you  as  my  son  and  neir.  -  r 

'*  No  doubt  of  it,"  returned  Moray  would  not  do  any  such  injury,  to 

who,  though  in  theory  he  admirea  spirited  young  man  ati  to  depri' 

artists,  and  would  have  consecrated  hmn  of  all  inoentiyes  to.  e3 

chapels  to  a  Titan  or  a  Velasquez,  But  setting  you  straight  in  w 

by  no  means  fancied  the  idea  of  direction,  and  jriying   you  'a      i .  * 

a  kinsman  of  his  own  failing,  as  along,  is  a   di&rent   a&ir  a     •' 

he  believed  that  Mr  Venables  was  ffether.    I  loved  my  wife  wellr*-!  ■-, 

bound  to  fail.  fost  her   only  too  soon;  and',!,    ** 

"  Well    then,    sir,"    said   Jack,  should  be  very  happy  to  do  sofaer.'  ^ 

rather  ruefully,  ^'  I  come  back  to  thing  for  her  Kinsman.    Thequea*  ^^  . 

my  starting  point, — that  I  have  the  tion  is,  What?    I  am  sorry  now 

world  before  me,  and  the  question  that  I  should  have  disposed  of  iDny  - 

is  as  to  the  direction  to  steer.    To  interests  in  the  East ;  but  I  wfi 

think  that  at  this  very  instant  I  in  haste  to  come  back  and  giye 

may  be  hesitating  at  the  em^anoAe-  Grace  a  home  here.    I  have  good     -S 

9726n/ of  a  dozen  of  paths — that  it  is  friends  there  still,  however.    oat|| '    V^ 

eleven  to  one  that  I  strike  a  wrong  like  me,  you  would  have  to  be|tiiiL>  '  "*  ' 

one,  and  miss  the  way  that  lea£  the  climb  at  the  beffinning ;  and- 

straight  up  to  fortune  I     Oh  for  a  money  is  more  slowly  made  Uum  \ 

glimmering  of  your  Celtic  second-  it  used  to  be." 
sight  I    Possibly  Mr  Ross  would       He  paused  a  moment,   expect-' 

be  the  person  to  advise  with.''    .  ing  very  possibly  that  Jack  would' 

Moray  laughed.     "  If  you  really  nevertheless  jump  at  the  sugges- 

are  standing  where  a  dozen  paths  tion,  remembering  his  after-dinner 

branch  off,  you  cannot  be  blamed  speech   some   days   before,   when 

for  not  Hceing  the  invisible.     But  apostrophising  the  show   of  plate 

so  far  as  I  can  gather,  you  are  in  on  the  buffet.     And  had  he  made 

the  middle  of  a  mist,  and  are  'in-  such  an    offer   then.    Jack  would 

cliiied    to   trust   to   your   luck  tp  most    certainly    have   eagerly  ac- 

ffrope  your  way  out  of  it.      And  cepted.      Now    the     young    man 

there,  perhaps,  I,  who  am  a  High-  would  have    been  more  surprised 

lander,  can   help  you,   as  Donald  at  his  own  hesitation,  had   not  his 

has  helped  you  in  similar  diflicul-  mind  been  illuminated  by  a  sud- 

ties  ere  now."  den    self -revelation.     Brought    to 

Then  Mr  Moray  spoke  out  in  a  the  point  and  spurred  to  the  leap, 

manner  that  took  his  nephew  alto-  he  could   not   decide   at   once   to 

gether  aback.  When  Moray  placed  leave  his  cousin  behind  him.     In- , 

himself  or  his  means  at  'another's  definite  exile  meant  absolute separ- 

dL^posal,  he  was  not  a  man  to  do  ation.     He  hummed    and  hawed, 

things  by  halves.  and   was   sensible   of  a  confusion 

"  I  like  you,  Jack,  as  you  may  which  brought  unwonted  blushes 

have  partly  remarked  ;  and  I'm  an  to  his  comely  countenance, 
old  fellow  without  any  son  of  my        Nor  was  his  embarrassment  di- 

own.     Oh  yes,  I  know  I   have  a  minished  by  Moray's  demeanour, 

daughter,  and  I  am  never  likely  to  That    gentleman    had    liked   his 
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nephew  for  his  adventurous  dash,  aback  than  might   have   been  ex* 

and  was  loath  to  think  he  had  been  pected.     At  all  events,  he  listened 

mistaken   in    him.      But    putting  silently   and   calmly,  while    Jack, 

himself  in  Jack's  })Iace,  and  carry-  premising  that  he  intended  an  im- 

ing  himself  back  to  Jack's  age,  he  mediate  departure  from  Glenconan, 

knew  how  the  launch  into  Eastern  went  on  to  speak  of  an  attachment 

life  would  have  tempted  him,  with  to  his  cousin. 

the  hazards  that  would  make  pa-  "  I  scarcely  knew  my  own  mind, 

tie'nce  seem  more  than  tolerable  ;  sir.  till  you  brought  me  to  book  ; 

and    pluck    without   perseverance  but   what   would    yesterday  have 

seemed    to    him    a  ]>oor   quality,  been  the  fulfilment  of  my  fondest 

Jack  felt  that  he  was  being  mis-  dreams,  means  nothing  to-day  but 

understood     by     the     man    with  a  sentence  of  trans])ortation  :  and 

whom,  above  all  others,  he  desired  if  I  dare  to  say  as  much,  it  is  only 

to  stand  well.     His  face  grew  red-  because  I  may  at  once  be  put  out 

der  ;  he   lost    all  his    usual    com-  of  my  miser  v.   I  think  I  can  never 

posure,  and   he    felt  the    fool   he  be  happy  without  Grace  ;  I  know 

Knew  he  looked.     Moray  saw  that  that  I  am  never  likely  to  be  made 

:8ome  concealment,  "like  a  worm  i'  happy  with  her:  so  give  me  a  word 

the  bud,"  was  flushing  his  young  of   forgiveness,  and  let  me  go  in 

favourite's  damask  cheek,  and  good-  peace.*' 

naturedly  made  an  effort  to  come  Moray  stroked  his  moustache  and 
to  the  rescue.  bent  his  head  in  silence.  Jack, 
"  You  spoke  of  missing  chances,  who  had  suppressed  himself  after 
my  boy  ;  and  you  may  miss  a  good  his  effort  of  audacity,  began  to 
one  now,  if  you  do  not  give  me  gain  heart  again  and  rise  slowly, 
your  absolute  confidence.  What-'  like  a  namesake-of-his-inthe-box 
ever  you  may  have  in  your  mind,  whose  springs  have  been  temporar- 
speak  it  out.'  I  !)ledge<l  myself  that  ily  flattened.  Visions  of  an  Eden 
I  shall  not  think  any  the  worse  of  with  an  Eve  in  it  were  opening 
you."  "  before  him.  Was  it  possible  that 
A  reckless  "  (n  la  rottlu,  Gearfje  his  unc^le  meant  to  fold  him  in 
7>a7i(////,"  feeling  took  possession  of  his  arms,  ring  for  Grace,  and  send 
Venables,  and  carried  him  awav.  down  the  curtain  with  a  melo- 
His  uncle  ordered  him  to  be  frank:  dramatic  "  Hless  you,  my  chil- 
and  frank  he  would  be,  with  a  dren,  and  be  happy"?  The  idea 
vengeance,  come  of  it  what  might,  was  dismissed  as  soon  as  enter- 
It  was  like  taking  a  header  from  tained,  though  there  was  ample 
the  rocks  into  the  rapids  ;  and  room  left  for  encouragement, 
how  he  might  come  out  again,  **  Most  men  in  my  place  might 
who  should  say?  He  had  no  time  have  been  angry,  Master  Jack; 
to  reflect,  and  could  only  act  upon  and  I  don't  know  what  her  mother 
impulse.  "In  five  minutes  I  may  might  have  said  to  you.  Bui  I  ad- 
gel  my  dismissal,  and  be  told  to  mire  your  candour  ;  and,  after  all, 
pack  my  traps.  Never  mind  :  here  there  is  nothing  criminal  nor  very 
goes — nothing  venture,  nothing  surprising  in  your  feelings.  Quite 
win.''  Ami  although  he  stammered  the  contrary.  Perhaps  it  was 
when  he  began,  he  was  astonished  my  fault  that  you  and  Grace 
to  find  that  his  very  vague  ideas  have  been  thrown  so  constantly 
fouixl  i»ersuasive  expression.  together.  For  reasons  of  my  own. 
To  his  inexj)ressible  delight  and  I  have  never  set  my  heart  on  my 
relief,    Moray    seemed    less  taken  girl  making  what  they  call  a  great 
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marriage.    She  is  sure  to  be  well  understood  that  I  am  not  bound  ta      ' 

off,  though  she  may  be  less  rioh  yon  in  any  way,  so  far  as  thoM''  ^ 

than  yon  suppose,    ifo,  you  needn't  aspirations  of  yours  are  conoemed.    . ' 

protest ;  I  aon't  suspect  you  of  loy«  And  now  to  come  back  .to  your  •' 

mg  my  daughter  for  her  Hooher*'  immediate    conoerns» — ^for    as    Id      ' 

And  in  any  case — be  it  said  with-  these,  you  have  more  reason  thflu'^ ' 

out  offence — she  will  be  far  more  before  to  command  me."  '**  i 

than  a  math  for  a  penniless  young       **  Believe  me,  I  heartily  appre-  V 

adventurer.     But  it  she  did  chance  ciate  your  generosity,    but    nelp 

to  take  a  fancy  to  you  —  or  to  fromi  you  has  become  out  of  tha   .  ' 

Leslie"  —  there    Jack     winced—  question."  '.J-. 

^'and  if  you  could  contribute  a       **  How  now,  youpg  man?"  said 

fair  share  t;0 wards  the  housekeep-  MorOT,  sternly — and  v  enables  saw     . 

ing,  so  that  you  might  marry  witn-  how  his  uncle  could  look  when  lie   .v. 

out   loss  of  self-respect,  why,    I  was  angry, — "how  now?  Do  you   '   . 

should  not  stand  in  the  way  of  dare  to  tell  me  you  gare  offendetf '  ;,* 

your  wishes.     Not  that  that  ad-  by  language  that  most  people  would    /: 

vances    you   very    far,    you    will  call  foolish  and  weak  ? " 
say,"  seeing  that  Jack  remained       "God  forbid,   sir!      How  oaa  '' < 

silent  and  nonpulssed,  "since  you  you  misunderstand  me?    I  should    /i 

have  no  means  at  all,  and  we  are  nave  thought  your  own  high  sj^irit 

merely    considering    ways.     Yon  would  have  bc«n  more  in  sympatlrr' 

don't  expect  my  daughter  to  wait  witJ^  mine.    From  mv  uncle  and 

for  you,  I  presume  ;  but  if  she  very  kind  friend  I  mignt  gratefully 


should  happen  to  be  disengaged  have  accepted  anything.  By  my 
when  you  are  in  a  position  to  frank  avowal  I  have  abandoned  all 
apply,  I  may  make  no  serious  ob-   hope  of  your  help,  for  I  can  taktt 


jections.     Mark  me,   young  man,  nothing  from  the  father  of  tha. 

though    I    talk    lightly,    I   mean  heiress  on  whom  I  have  rashly  set 

seriously.     I  am  sure  I  may  trust  some  hopes,     I  said  I  stood  at  the 

to  your  lionour  not  to  compromise  cross-roads  ;  and  it  appears  I  have 

Grace  in  any  way."  struck  into  a  wrong  one — that  is 

'*  I  have  not  the  slightest  reason  all." 
to  believe  that  my  cousin  cares  for        **  Nonsense,    man  !  "    exclaimed 

ine.  And  besides,"  he  added,  after  a  Moray,   with   extreme    cordiality. 

moment's  pause,  "  with  your  per-  "  Confound  the  fellow  !  "  he  nlut- 

mission   I   shall   leave   Glenconan  tered  to  himself ;  "  if  he  were  to 

to-morrow."  make  love  to  Grace  as  he  does  to 

"  Softly,  softly !  You  are  always  me,  he  would  win  her  heart  in 
ice  or  tire.  Were  you  to  beat  a  a  hand-gallow.  Nonsense  man  I 
retreat  without  sound  of  drum,  it  let  the  night  and  the  next  day  or 
might  make  talk — or  mischief —  two  bring  counsel.  You  shall  stay 
that  had  better  be  avoided.  Give  here  on  your  parole  for  another 
me  your  word,  and  stay  with  us  week  ;  and  before  you  leave  for  the 
for  another  week  ;  longer  delay  South,  we  may  see  our  way  some- 
might  be  dangerous — for  you.  I  what  more  clearly  as  to  your  future 
take  that  as  settled  ;  and  I  may  arrangements," — a  prediction whioh 
have  something  to  say  both  to  you  proved  to  be  true,  though  not  pre- 
and  Leslie,  ere  you  leave — for  be  it  cisely  as  Mr  Moray  had  expected* 


v. 
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CHAPTER    VII. STIRRING    UP    OP   STRIFE. 

It  must  be  owned,  that  after  an  "  I  suppose  if  I|were  to^  many 

interview  of  the  kind,  the  position  the  heiress  of  Glenconan,  my  nncle 

of  any  young  man  in   Venables's  would  insist  on  my  taking  the  f  am- 

Slace  would  have  been  somewhat  ily  name.  Well,  there  need  be  no 
istressing.  He  prided  himself  on  objection  to  that.  Venables-Moray 
his  eavoir  vivre :  he  could  carry  off  would  sound  well  enough,  and  I 
a  sense  of  awkardness  as  well  as  might  even  make  such  a  sacrifice 
most  people  ;  and  his  cousin's  inno-  to  love  as  to  sink  my  patronymic, 
cent  unconsciousness  helped  him.  and  style  myself  Moray  alone.  But 
Yet  his  manner  towards  her  had  then  he  might  wish  us  to  spend  the 
changed,  and  he  knew  it ;  and  he  best  part  of  the  year  in  Glenconan  ; 
was  in  perpetual  terror  that  she  and  Grace  is  already  falling  passion- 
might  ask  for  an  explanation,  ately  in  love  with  the  place.  1 
Alone  with  her,  he  was  corapara-  like  it  myself,  but  I  don't  like  the 
tively  at  his  ease  ;  but  he  was  em-  climate.  Scotland,  except  in  the 
barrassed  —  very  unnecessarily  —  picturesqueness  of  the  Ilighlands, 
when  her  father's  eye  was  upon  is  only  a  colder  and  a  bleaker  Eng- 
them.  Where  Moray  trusted,  he  land  ;  and  England  for  that  matter, 
trusted  iraj>lieitly  :  if  he  had  not  is  bleak  enough.  After  all,  how- 
trusted  his  nephew,  he  would  never  ever, climate  and  scenery  are  second- 
have  spoken  as  he  had  spoken  ;  ary  points  ;  and  Grace,  if  she  were 
and  although,  doubtless,  he  may  persuaded  to  love  me,  is  just  the 
have  meditated  over  the  matter  a  sort  of  girl  to  be  amenable.  It 
good  deal,  it  was  not  with  refer-  would  be  a  case  of  *my  people 
ence  to  anything  passing  before  shall  be  thy  people,'  &c., — not  that 
him.  And  Jack  might  perhaps  I  would  ask  her  to  make  unreason- 
have  felt  more  at  his  ease  in  one  able  sacrifices.  And  then  my  pro- 
respect,  had  he  known  that  Leslie  fession,  whatever  it  may  be,  would 
occupied  his  uncle's  thoughts  nearly  be  reason  sufficient  for  our  living 
as  much  as  himself.  But  it  was  elsewhere.  Glenconan  would  never 
in  his  sanguine  nature  to  jump  give  me  Grace  if  he  thought  I  meant 
to  conclusions  ;  and  when  certain  to  live  on  her  money." 
trifling  preliminary  obstacles  should  Then  walking  out  of  his  Alnas- 
have been  smoothed  away,including  char-like  dreams,  he  might  glance 
the  choice  of  a  profession  and  lucra-  across  at  Leslie  half  guilty,  and 
tive8ucce8sinit,he  pictured  a  happy  think  how  that  sensible  individual 
couple  launched  on  a  pleasant  we<l-  would  laugh  at  him  did  he  guess 
ding-trip,  with  wind  and  tide  and  at  all  that  was  passing  in  his  mind, 
everything  in  their  favour.  And  perhaps,  on  the  whole,  it  had 
Yet,  characteristically  enough,  it  hitherto  been  as  well  for  Leslie 
was  not  only  the  thought,  "  Were  that  he  was  profoundly  ignorant 
Grace  to  catechise  me,  what  in  the  of  what  was  going  on. 
world  should  I  answer  ?  "  that  gave  Then,  being  diverted  from  one 
him  a  vast  deal  of  needless  anxiety,  train  of  thought.  Jack's  lively 
Musing  overa  possible  engagement,  brain  would  take  another  tarn, 
and  the  minor  questions  that  would  and  towards  a  point  that  perhaps 
arise  out  of  it,  the  speculations  of  ought  to  have  been  settledf  in  the 
the  ridiculous  young  man  ran  some-  flrst  place.  He  would  ask  himself 
what  in  this  wise —  how  far  he  was  really  in  love,  and 
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whether  the  passion  was  likdy  to  Contents;  on  the  oontnury,  hel>7 

last.    He  knew  he  was  extremely  no  means  liked  the  loou  of  i£" 

fond  of  Grace^  and  each  day  he  Thoneh  not  very  serionslyindebted, 

grew  fonder  and  more  fond.    Bat  he  had  ran  sundry  **  tndca  "  at  the 

then  she  was  a  girl  who  deserved  nniversitv  and  in  town  ;  and  when  * 

a  husband  who  would  worship  her^^  he  saw  the  sinister  blue  envelope 

and  past  experience  had  led  him  and  the    stiff    handwriting^—^  A  ^ 

to  doubt  his  own  capacity  for  per-  dun  for  a  thousand  !  ^  wasmina^ 

mant  addration.    He  was  shrewd  ural  ejaculation.      On  tearing   it 

enough  to  see,  that  with  all  her  open,  evil  omens  seemed  to.thimceD.' 

spirits  and  brightness,  if  she  gave  The  communication  was  dated  £rom 

herself  to  a  man,  she  would  nve  lincoln's-Inn-flelds,    and    signed 

herself  unreservedly,  and  take  love  hy  an   unknown  firm  of  lawyers. 

so  thoroughly  in  earnest  that  dis-  With  a  very  wry  face  he  brafunto 

appointment  might  wreck  her  life,  ran    his  eye  over  it,  and  dds  ia  ^ 

But,  '*  Bab  !  that  morbid  consci-  what  Mi    Venables  rcAd  : — 
entiousness  of    mine  is    the  best 

guarantee  I  can  offer  of  my  con-       **  Dbab  Sm, — ^We  have  the  hon- 

stancy.  I  know  I  am  tremendously  our  of  informing  you  that  under  * 

fond  of  her  now  ;  she  is  just  the  the  testamentary  dispositions   at 

sort  of  a  girl  to  gain  on  one,  day  by  the  late  Mi    Isaac  Philpotts»^  of  ^ 

day  ;  and  looking  at  our  joint  fu-  790Wimpole  Street^  and  of  Brid^   ' 

ture  in   that  light,  our  happiness  Court,  Temple,  you  became  en* 

will  be  an  incdculable  quantity,  titled  to  the  amount*  of  £10,000^. 

In  an^  case,  there  is  nothing  press-  free  of  legacy  duty.      As  the  per-  , 

ing,  since  honour  ties  my  tongue  in  sonality  of  our  deceased  dient  is '' 

the  meantime."  ehieflly  invested  in  oonsols,  there  , 

As  for  his  uncle's  offers,  on  more  need  be  no  delajr  in  realising  it., 
mature  consideration  he  had  pretty       ''We   shall  either  transrar  tibe- 
nearly  made  up  his  mind  to  accept  sum   as    invested   at  the  current 
thcin.     "  Pride  is  all  very  well  up  prices  of  the  day,  or  expect  your 
to  a  certain  point;  but  pride  pushed  mstructions  as  to  manner  of  pay- 
to  oxtreinos  would  in  this  case  be  ment. 

an  insult,  or  at  all  events  my  uncle        '*  Annexed   receive    an    extract 

would  bo  apt  to  take  it  as  one.     I  from  the  will  of  our  late  client. — 

shall  never  forget  how  he  flared  up  And  we  have  the  honour  to  remain 

the  other  day,  with  a  blaze  in  his  your  obedient  servants, 
eye  like  a  stag  breaking  bay,  or  one         "  Cox,  Grindley,  A  Qrotter/* 

tor  to  pit  and  gal  ows.     So  I  sup-  j         AilpoUs  EsL  Q.  C. 

pose  I  may  as   well  make   up   my  ^^^*^*^  -*  '•••//wvo  uj^o^.,  ^.  v. 

mind  to  be  helped  ;  though  all  the        **  Also  I  leave  and  bequeath  to 

same,  I  wish  I  could  have  managed  John  Venables,  eldest  son  of  the 

otherwise."  Rev.  Cyril  Venables,  of  Oakhohn 

Possibly  that  sweet  spirit  of  res-  Rectory,  Sussex,  the  sum  of  ten 

ignation,  that  eenerous  resolution  thousand   pounds,  free  of  legacy 

to  suffer  himself  to   be   enriched,  duty.     And    I    desire    it    to    hi 

may  have   brought  their  reward.  undeAtood    that  I  bequeath  the 

The  day  before  that  of  his  intended  said  sum  in  memory  of  early  and 

departure,  Mi  Venables  received  a  affectionate  intimacy  with  an  old    . 

business   letter.    No  presentiment  school  and  college  companion,  be- 

warned  him  of  the  nature  of  the  lieving  that  I  didl  best  gratify  my 
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friend  by  assuring  a  moderate  pro-  personal  deserts,  and  respected  Pro- 

yision.  vidence  for  having  so  seasonably 

smiled  on  him.     In  the   new-born 

Jack  read,  and  rubbed  his  eyes,  feeling  of  independence,  he  might 
His  first  idea  was,  that  he  was  the  cordially  acccept  the  offer  he  had 
victim  of  a  heartless  and  aggravat-  liitherto  hesitated  over.  He  would 
ing  hoax.  On  second  thoughts,  decline  his  uncle's  money,but  grate- 
that  seemed  even  more  improbable  fully  accept  his  uncle's  help.  He 
than  the  marvellous  piece  of  good-  might  trade  upon  his  energy  and 
luck  that  hjid  befallen  him  at  a  talents,  in  the  assurance  of  speedy 
most  critical  moment.  Though  he  returns  ;  and,  with  a  modest  corn- 
had  never  seen  Mr.  Phillpotts  in  petency  but  magnificent  reversions, 
the  fiesh,  lie  had  often  heard  his  might  mate  with  any  gentlewoman 
father  speak  of  him  as  an  able  and  of  average  position,  even  were  she 
eccentric  old  man,  who  had  made  his  j)retty  and  well-dowered  cousin 
a  figure  and  a  fortune  as  a  par-  of  Glenconan.  And  the  thought 
liamentary  counsel,  and  who,  in  brought  him  back  to  the  prosaic 
the  bustle  of  his  busy  professional  fact,  that  it  would  be  but  kind  and 
life,  had  altogether  ignored  early  civil  promptly  to  communicate  the 
associations.  contents   of   the   dispatch   to   the 

"  Anyhow,"  as   Jack   remarked,  relatives  who  were  to  be  still  nearer 

gratef  ullv  and  philosophically,  "  his  and  dearer. 

eccentricity,  were  it  madness,  had  He   was  a  good   fellow,  though 

a  pleasant  method   about   it ;  and  rather  feather-brained  as  yet ;  and 

if  any  disappointed  relative  should  want  of  liberality,  as  we  have  said, 

dispute    the    will,    this    judicious  was   not    his    failing,   though   he 

legacy  should  be  proof  of  sanity,"  seemed    as  keenly   set   upon    the 

He    was    a   free-handed   young  quest  of  gold  as  any  of  the  Argo- 

fellow  as  ever  lived  ;  and  of  all  the  nauts.      As  it   happened,  he    had 

vices  that  grew  upon  us  with  age,  the  purse  in  his   pocket   that  was 

least  of  all  was  he   contaminated  fairly  well-filled   for   his   lourney. 

by  that  of  avarice.     Yet  it  was  a  Peter,  the  stupid   gillie,   had  the 

strange   ])roof   of   the    dangerous  good-luck  to  cross   his  path  as  he 

power    of    gold,  that,  on    calmly  came  bounding  homewards   from 

realising  the  news,  he  found  they  the  hill  like  a  roebuck, 

almost  intoxicated   him.     He  had  "  Ah,  Peter,  my  man,  you  know 

read  his  letter  on  the  gravel-sweep  I  am  going  South  in  a  day  or  two; 

in   front    of    the    house,    and   he  here's  a  trifle  in   remembrance  of 

started  off  for  a  walk,  or  r«ather  a  that  bit  of  work  of  ours  on  Loch 

run,  through  the  shrubberies.     His  Rosque." 

lungs  expanded   with  a  sense   of  Indeed  his    prodigality   needed 

his  good  fortune — with   a   feeling  some    excuse,   and  tears  came  to 

that  the  legacy  was  the  sign  of  a  Peter's  eyes  and  his  voice  trembled 

prosperous    future.     He   left    the  as  he  thanked  the  generous  young 

shrubberies  and  climbed  the   hill,  Saxon  gentleman  for  a  sum  which 

jumping  from  rock  to  rock  and  on  meant  the  ease  and   happiness  of 

to  slippery   stones,  while   his  feet  next  winter  to  the  wife  and  baims 

seemed  to  be  winged  like  those  of  on  Loch  Hourn.     As  for  Jack  bim- 

the  feather-footed  Mercury,  who,  self,  he  was  richly  rewarded  :  it 

by  the  way,  was  the   Mammon  of  was  a  new  sensation  to  know  that 

pagan  mythology.    He  confounded  money-giving  could  bring  so  much 

the  piece  of  good  fortune  with  his  pleasure.     He  vowed  that  he  would 
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lay  the  lesson  to  hearty  and  soon  he   himself ,  for  all   his   open  hand,,.' 
found  another  oocasion  of  practis-    would  never  have  given,  half  aa 
ing  it.     It  was  only  turning  aside   muoh.^ 

for  a  dozen  of  paces  or  so,  and  he       Jack,  though  slightly  offended,. . 
came  upon  Donald  Ross  hanmier-    stock  embarrassed  and    self-oon- 
ing  away  industriously  at  grouse-    demned.      **  The  old  keeper  is  ia 
boxes.     Forth  came  the  jPor^eiTum-    gentlenian,     and     I'm     a    si|6b.^ 
naie  again,  and  the  head-keeper   Well,    well,    Donald,''    he    went' 
was  gratified  with  a  proportional-    on,  **I  daresay  you  may  be  right;  . 
ly  liberal  donation.    jKTow  Donald   Keep    the     sovereigns    you   did! 
was  a  Scot  who  appreciated  hard   kee^,  and  leaye  the  rest  with  the  * 
cash  ;   for  though  ne  miffht  prob*   minister,  or  those    missions   you 
ably  die  a  pensioner  of  Grienconan,    were  speaking  of.    Do  what  you 
he  meant  to  leave  as  little  as  pos-    will    with    them,   in  short.      At  , 
sible  to  chance,  and  hoped  to  guar-    any  rate,  you  won't  refuse  mA  %. 
antee  himself  against  old  age  and   shake  of  the  hand  ;"  and  auitinff- 
the  rheumatism.  the  action' to  the  word,  he  grasped  • 

At  the  same  time,  he  had  a  heart   the  hand  of  the  keeper.  Then  turii»^ 
and  a  conscience  ;   and  the  young   ing  on  his  heel,  he  sought  Glen*. 
kinsmen  of  his  master  were  charges   oonan  in  his  **  study." 
of  his  own.    He  shook  his  head       The  ''study"  was  of  course  the     ^: 
as  he  weighed  the  glittering  coins   most    uncdmtortable  den  in   the ' 
in  bis  palm,  and  then  he  tendered   house ;  and  the  surrounding^  in 
three  or  four  of  them  back  aeain.       the  shape  of  rods  and  landing-net%. 

''No, no.  Mi  Venables.    Iknow,   aooount-books,  dbc,  skeined  singa-^  . 
as  the  minister  well  remarked  the   larly  unfavourable  to  literary  pur* . 
other  Sabbath,  when  he  was  giving    suits — which  was  of  the  less  o<m- 
us  a  discourse  for  the  maintaining   sequence,  that  the  oocuj^ier  ^rae  . 
of  foreign  missions,  that  the  libend '  essentially  a  man  of  action,  and/ 
soul   will  be  made  fat — not  that    very  little  of  a  bookworm.    0e 
putting  on  fat  is  any  good  thing    listened  to  his  nephew's  piece  of 
to  a  gentleman  who  cares  greatly    news    with   extreme    satisfaction. 
about  the  shooting  and  the  stalk-    He  sympathised   with   the    unez- 
ing.     But  if  you  would  forgive  my    pressed  feelings  of  the  young  man^ 
saying  it,  when  ye  offered  me  aU    m  that  Jack  was  relieved  from  the 
that  gold,  it  brought  to  my  mind    anxiety  of  laying  himself  under 
another  saying,  though  I  am  not    pecuniary  obligations.    Like  Jack, 
just  sure  that  ye  will  find  it  in  the    perhaps  he  saw  omens  of  ffood-luok 
Scriptures."  m  the  windfall  that  had  come  in 

"  I  believe  I  can  guess,  Donald,"  so  very  opportunely.  And  after  & 
rejoined  Jack,  quick  as  a  gun-flash,  short  ana  business-like  talk,  the 
with  a  laugh  and  a  blush.  '*  Fools  couple  came  to  an^  identical  oon« 
and  their  money — hey  ? — was  that    olesion.  , 

about  it,  Ml   Donald?"  "There,  there!    that's  agreed." 

^'It's  not  for  the  like  of  me  said  Moray.  "You  understand 
to  contradict  your  honour,"  said  that  you  may  count  on  me  to  for- 
Donald,  demurely.  *'  Though,  mind  ward  ^our  views  in  any  reasonable 
you,  Mr  Venables,  I  would  sooner  direction  ;  and  in  the  meantime, 
have  bitten  out  my  tongue  than  you  go  to  Sussex  and  discuss  mat* 
spoken  it.  But  you're  but  a  young  ters  with  your  father.  You  are 
man,  sir,  and  I'm  an  ola  one  bound  to  consult  him  before  de» 
that   likes  you  ;   and — Qlenconan    dding  on  anything." 
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<<  I  could  not  have  a  more  af -  breaking  faith  in  feeling  his  way 
fectionate  adviser,  at  all  events,^'  for  his  own  satisfaction, 
rejoined  the  young  man,  warmly.  Grace  evidently  did  not  under- 
<<  And  with  you  to  consult  upon  stand  him  in  any  way.  She  raised 
practical  points,  I  would  not  take  her  arched  eyebrows  with  a  certain 
a  quarter  of  a  million  for  my  subdued  sconi,  and  her  delicate 
chances.  Indeed,  if  Mr  Philpotts  nostrils  curled  with  something  like 
had  left  me  a  quarter  of  a  million  contempt.  Having  always  had  the 
instead  of  this  legacy  of  £10,000,  command  of  money,  she  thought 
all  the  salt  and  fun  would  have  very  little  of  it  ;  and  though  a 
been  taken  out  of  the  future.'^  handsome  legacy  might  doubtless 

All  things  considered,  it  might  be  a  subject  for  congratulation, 
well  have  been  supposed  that  Jack's  anything  like  excessive  apprecia- 
immediate  plans  were  i)retty  well  tion  of  it  struck  her  as  sordid, 
settled,  as,  until  he  had  talked  Jack  saw  the  unfortunate  im- 
them  over  with  his  father,  he  was  pression  he  had  made,  and  re- 
pledged  to  take  no  decided  steps,  gretted  a  false  step.  If  he  did  not 
But  being  a  far-sighted  youth,  with  explain  and  apologise,  he  might  do 
a  craving  for  sympathy,  he  thought  himself  irreparable  injury  with  the 
that  it  might  be  well  to  take  his  woman  with  whom  he  most  desired 
cousin  into  his  confidence.  As  she  to  stand  well.  On  the  other  hand, 
might  probably  be  profoundly  in-  he  remembered  the  promise  to  her 
terested  in  that  future  of  his,  it  father.  His  usual  presence  of 
was  only  fair  that  he  should  have  mind  forsook  him,  and  he  stam- 
her  views  about  it.  inered,  hesitated,  and  turned  pain- 

And  a  less  impressionable  heart  fully  red.  His  confusion  served 
than  Jack's  might  have  been  him  better  than  the  plainest 
touched  by  the  unfeigned  delight  speech.  Grace,  with  ready  feftii- 
with  which  she  heard  of  his  good  nine  intuition,  more  than  half  sus- 
fortune.  Indeed  natural  vanity  pected  the  truth.  She  rapidly 
was  nearly  persuading  him  that  followed  Jack's  mental  struggles, 
she  must  feel  a  personal  interest  and  coloured  up  like  him  as  she 
in  the  matter.  reproached  herself  for  having  mis- 

**  What  a  dear,  thoughtful  old  conceived  him.  She  fancied  she 
gentleman  Mr  Philpotts  must  have  understood  the  delicacy  that  had 
been  !  What  a  pity  he  lived  and  dictated  his  reserve  ;  she  knew  that 
died  a  bachelor  ? "  she  added,  sym-  she  had  nothing  to  fear  in  the 
pathetically.  shape  of  a  precipitate  proposal : 

"I  don't  know  about  that,"  the  blush  died  away  as  she  re- 
laughed  Jack.  '^  You  see,  if  he  covered  self-command,  and  her 
had  left  half-a-dozen  of  children,  composure  contrasted  with  her 
I  should  certainly  never  have  come  cousin's  confusion.  Confused  as 
in  for  my  legacy.  And,"  he  went  he  was,  Jack  was  quick-sighted  as 
on,  more  seriously,  '*  it  may  be  a  usual.  He  had  seen  the  blush, 
matter  of  the  last  importance  to  and  it  considerably  cheered  him, 
me."  though  he  did  not  attach  undae 

For  Jack  was  already  half  for-  importance  to  it. 
getting  himself  in  indulging  his  "  What  a  deal  of  luck  there  is  in 
new  sense  of  freedom.  Penniless,  this  world  ! "  he  reflected.  **  If  my 
he  had  undertaken  to  do  nothing  face  had  not  played  me  false  for 
in  the  way  of  love-making  ;  but  once,  I  must  haveffone  away  lear- 
now  he  felt  that  he  was  hardly    ing  Grace  in  utter  ignoranoe ;  and 
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theiiy.  who  knows  what  migbt  hmT8  tJiooMod.    HiiherfO:  i 

happened?    She  miffht  have  oome  mxt  to  nothing' of  at    t    \ 

to  like  Leslie  as  weU  as  I  do-— or  will  marry  of  con     »  soox 

better."  later ;  bat  there      lo         to  | 

Then,   with    something  of   the  her  upon  any  nu     '    «i         m 

wisdom  of  the  serpent,  he  made  an  intermpted  with  a  i       ire  oi  md 

excuse  to  bring  tne  interview  to  nant  protest,  but         ay  w    t 

a  conclasion,  and  left  his  pretty  imperturbably.  ^  in  •  m      ^ 

cousin  to  her    meditations.    Bat  I  say,  to  throw  heraianyi     n;' 

being  a  right-minded  youth  in  the  and,  as  I  told  you  before,  I         1 

main,  and  honourable  to  boot,  the  not  attempt  |bo  influence  her  ohoin 

idea  that  he  had  betrayed  himself  so  long  as  she  sets  her  affedtiji 

troubled  his  conscience.    **  If  my  on    a    gentleman    of  birth,  wi 

uncle  knew  what  has  passed,  he  a  spotless  character   and   dec     i 

might  have  good  reason  to  be  in-  means.    I   mentioned,    too, 

dignant.    It  was  no  fault  of  mine,  she  may  not  be  so  rich  as  yo^ 

to  be  sure  ;  but  appearances  would  suppose.    Be  that  as  it  may,  shei 

be  decidedly  against  me.    I  believe  must  not  be  hurried  to  oonuoit ' 

that  the  straightest  course  is  the  herself,  by  her  feelings,  or   her 

safest,  and  that  I  ought  to  go  to  fancy,  or  anything  else.    I  dont 

him  and  make  a  clean  breast  of  it.**  know  much  about  young  ladies  or 

And  as  he  feared  to  go  back  their  fancies,  more's  the  pity ;  but ' 

on  that  bold  resolution,  he  struck  it  strikes  me  that  this  secret  of  , 

while  the  iron  was  hot,  and  went  yours  which  she  has  surprised,  may 

straight  to  his  uncle.    Do  what  he  fill  her  thoughts  to  her  harm,  and' 

would,  or  blunder  as  he  might,  it  she  may  possibly  build  up  a  ro*' 

seemed   that  his  conduct  was  to  manee  on  it  before  we  know  whem 

commend  him  to  that  gentleman,  we  are.    I  promised  you  fair-plsj,, 

Moray  shook  his  head  as  he  listened  but  nothing  more  ;  and  my  daugh* 

to  the  confession,  but  at  the  same  ter  is  nearer,  and  dearer  to  metmui 

time  admired  his  nephew's  candour,  you  can   be,  so  I  shall  speak    to 

^*  Well,  as  you  say,  perhaps  you  Leslie  as  I  have    spoken   to   you, 

were  hardly  to  blame  ;  and  as  yet,  and  leave  him  to  regulate  his  con- 

at   K>ast,   there   can   be  no   great  duct  accordingly.     From  the  first, 

harm  doiic.     Grace's  heart  is  free,  Grace  shall   have    the   chance  of 

and   you   are    going   to  leave   us  selection,    so   far  as  her    limited 

to-morrow."      At     what     double-  opportunities  go.     Moreover,  when 

barrelled    delivery    of    small-shot  Leslie  has  left  us,  and   before  the 

Jack  winced  perceptibly.     And  he  beginning  of  the  grouse-shooting,  I 

Hiiiched   still   more    unmistakably  shall  carry  her  on,  by  way  of  £s- 

wheu   this   eccentric   father  went  traction,  to  pay  some-visits.     There 

on —  are    old    famdy    friendships  that 

'*  You.  have   been   frank  enough  ought  to  be  renewed,  and  it  is  high 

with  me — too  frank,  perhaps,  with  time  that  she  saw  something  more  of 

Grace  ;   and   so,  for  her  sake,  and  her  fellow-creatures." 
to  countercheck  that  uncontrollable       And  Moray's  keen    grey  eyes, 

move  of  yours,  I  am  decided  to  be  that  nevertheless  had  much  of  the 

as   frank  with   Leslie  as  with  you,  kindness  of  his  daughter's,  looked 

and  more  frank  than  I  had  intend-  straight  into   those  of  his  young 

ed.     You  agree  with   me — and  it  favourite.     Original    or  eooentrio . 

strikes   me   that   Leslie  is  of  our  as  his  conduct  might  be,  Mr  Yen* 

opinion — that  Grace  is  a  girl  in  a  ables  was  persuaded  that  he  knew 
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bis  own  mind,  and  was  acting  on  daughter,  as  well  he  may  be  ;  he 

some  principle,  however  peculiar —  starts    from    the   incontroYcrtible 

and  to  a  certain  extent  he  did  un-  truth   that  he  need  not  throw  her 

derstand,  being  anything  but   dull  at  anybody's  head  ;  he's  a  man  of 

of  perception.     So  far,  in  all  hon-  the  world,  if  ever  there  was  one, — 

our    and   good-nature,  they    were  and  yet  he  practically  offers  Grace 

exchanging  passes  with  the  foils,  to  me  or  to  Leslie,  and  apparently 

Jack  had  been  more  than  indiscreet  proposes,  moreover,  to  hawk  ber 

in  giving  Grace  a  glimpse   at   the  about  in  half  of  the  houses  of  the 

state  of  his  feelings.  Moray  parried  Higlilands,  as  if  he  were  bound  to 

and  returned  the  thrust  by  putting  match  her  against  time  under  heavy 

Leslie  forward  as  a  probable  rival,  penalties.     Wliat  I  see  most  clearly 

besides  opening  u]i  a  vista  of  pos-  in  the  business  is,  that  he  credits 

sibilities   in   the   shape  of  eligible  Leslie  and  me  with  the  tempers  of 

young  men   in   pleasant  country,  angels,  or  he  would  never  cast  such 

nouses.     Mr  Yenables  was  to  have  an   apple   of  discord  between  us. 

fair-play,  but  no  particular  favour  ;  But  if  I  do  have  Ralph  for  a  rival, 

and  m  the  reaction  from   sanguine  it  shall  be  all  fair  and  above-board 

expectation  to  sad  despondency,  he  between  us.     I  don't  forget  that  I 

felt  that,  in  spite  of  his  legacy  and  owe  him  my  life,  thoueh  the  time 

his  hopes,   he    was    still   a    mere  may  come   when  it  wul   cost  me 

outsider  in  the  betting.     So  that  something  to  remember  it." 
Moray's   quickly  delivered    thrust        And  indeed  Moray,  who  meant 

had  touched  just  as  he  might  have  excellently  well  by  both  his  youne 

intended.     At  the  same  time,  mor-  kinsmen,being  chiefly  preoccuppied 

tified  and  disappointed  as  he  was,  with  the   future  of  his  child,  had 

Jack  could  not  help  exercising  his  altogether  ignored  the    awkward 

active  mind  on   the   metaphysical  complications  that  might  come  of 

problem  presented  to  it.  the  stirring  up  of   anery  passions. 

"  I've  heard  and  seen  something  Undoubtedly  the  fond  father,  un- 

of  match-making  mothers,but  hang  consciously  to  himself,  seemed  to  be 

me  if  I  understand  this  match-mak-  playing  the  mischief-maker  as  well 

ing  father  !     lie's  devoted  to   his  as  the  match-maker. 
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In  one  of  those  pleasant  works  wealth.    The    sorter   oares   little  •   *  - 
associated    with    oar     childhood^  whether  he  handles  the  coronet  of  '  f' 
when  learning  was  made  easy  by  the  earl  or  the  thimble- wax  im»    '^/ 
the  means  of  "  Parent's  Assistants^  pression    of  John  Smith,  the   in-../ 
and    ^^  Coihpendiums    of     Know-  dorsement  of  the  statesman  or  tibe    ' 
ledge,"  a    father    astonishes    his  pot-hooks  of  the   child, — all    ave, 
young  family  by  the  enumeration  toa9ed  together  into  the   bag   in   /-^ 
of  the  number  of  persons  employed  dose  companionship  until  they  ar-* 
in    their    service.      He    mentions  .  rive  at  their  final  destination, 
amongst  others  that  he   has   al-       This  equality  was  not,  howeveii     '\i 
ways  a  messenger  ready  to  bring  fully  developed  until  Sir  Rowland 
him  a  letter  from  almost  any  piurt  EQII  introduced  that  great  chan^. . 
of  the  civilised  world.    The  chil-  — gpreater    than    any     preceding     '• 
dren  are  at  first  perfectly  astonished  social  change — the  penny  postage^ ;   ' 
at  the  amount    of  untold  wealth  Until    then,    correspondence   wat      ^ 
their  father  must  possess  to  main- ;  practicallv  the  privilege    of   the 
tain  such  an  estaDlishment,  when  rich.     When  letters  were  charged'  - 
the  shrewdest  of  the  family  sng-  by  the  distance,  and  the  whole  8y»-i 
eests  that  these  messengers  are  paid  tern  was  based  on  differential  ratee, 
for  by  the  Post-office.    There  was,  the  poorer  classes  derived  little  ad-,  \ 
however,  a  great  moral  in  the  pa-  vantage  from  any  postal  amuiffe- ' 
rent's  teachine,  for  the  universality  ments.    The  penny  postage,  so  far' 
of  a  blessing  by  no  means  dimin-  as  the  masses  were  concemeid,  was 
ishes  the  advantage  to  the  individ-  the  commencement  of  the  ]^tnl 
ual.     The  warmth  of  the  sun  is  not  service  in  Great    Britain.   ITntil 
the  less  a  blessing  because  it  shines  then,  families  broken  up  andsepar- 
on  the  just  and  unjust.     To  all  in-  ated  were  frequently  without  any 
tents   and  purposes  ber  Majesty's  intercommunication  for  years,  and 
mails  are  carried  for  the  interest  had  to  resort  to  the  most  curious  ex- 
of  every  individual  in  the  country  :  pedients  to  avoid  paying  postage. 
whether  he  dwell  in  the  palace,  in  Sir  Rowland   Hill  used  to  relate, 
the   garret,  or  the  cellar — all  are  the  following  anecdote  : — 
equally  served  ;    privileged  classes       ,c  g^^e  years  ago,  when  it  was  the 
are  unknown  to  the  letter-camer.  practice  to  write  the  name  of  a  mem- 
If   ever   there  w^as  a    democratic  fcr  of  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of 
community,  it  is  that  of    letters,  frankinganewspaper,  a  friend  of  mine, 
For  some  hours  peer  and  peasant —  previous  to  starting  on  a  tour  into  Scot- 
even  her  Majesty  and  the  village  land,  arranged  with  his  family  a  plan 

cobbler-are   thrown  together  !n  ^LKf^Sft^^ttSS^ 

the  letter-bag,  and  arrive  the  same  ^  ^^^  ^^    ^  ^^  ^;^^     f^   ^^ 

hour   at  their  destination.     In  no  xnanaged  thus :    he  carried  with  him 

other  department  of  the  public  ser-  |^  number  of  old  newspapers,  one  of 

vice  is  there  so  entire  an  absence  which  ho  put  into  the  post  daily.    The 

of  any  social  distinction  of  rank  or  postmark  and  the  date  showed   hia 
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progress,  and  the  state  of  his  health  the  twenty-ninth    report    of    the 

was  evinced  by  the  selection  of  the  Postmaster  -  General,    that     132S 

names  from  a  list  previously  agreed  millions  of  letters  passed  through 

upon,  with  which  the  no^spapcr  was  ^y^^  British  Post-office  last    year. 

l:^t£no^''^ZSi^^'^''''  What    imagination    can  ^^^^^^^ 

-Once  on  the  poet's  [Coleridge's]  with    such     stupendous     ffgures? 

visit  to  the  Lake  district,  he  halted  Four  million  letters    stamped    m 

at  the  door  of  a  wayside  inn  at  the  the  United  Kingdom  every  day  ! 

moment  when  the  rural  postman  was  And  the  average  rate  of  letters  per 

delivering  a  letter  to  the  barmaid  of  head  of  the  population  is  36  in  the 

the  place.    On  receiving  it  she  turned  United  Kingdom  ;    in  the  United 

it  over  and  over  m  her  hand,  and  then  g^^^^^  j^  j^  ^j^     j^  p^^„^^  j^  j^  j^ 

asked  the  pastaijc  of  it.    The  postman  .    ^  -i  o     •    t^.  i    /»     -.   j  • 

demanded  a  shilHng.    Sighing  deeply,  "^  Germany  13  ;  m  Italy  C  ;  and  m 

the  girl  hiinderl  the  letter  back,  saying  ^pajn  o. 

she  was  too  poor  to  pay  the  required  ^»o  other  period  can  be  corn- 
sum.  The  poet  at  once' offered  to  pay  pared  to  the  last  half-century  in 
the  i)Ost4igo,  and  did  so.  The  mes«;n-  the  marvellous  progress  science 
ger  had  Sfareely  left  the  place  when  jjas  made,  and  in  the  application 
the  young  barmaid  con fessfKl  she  had  .^f  science  to  the  conquest  of  time 
rfettt™rCd'^^^^^^  and  space  and  most^Hpecially.in 
pra('ti3ing  a  pnHJonceivi^  trick-she  its  application  to  the  postal  8er>'ice 
and  her  brother  liaving  agret^d  that  a  throughout  Europe,  We  underline 
few  hierogl}i)hics  on  the  back  of  the  Euroj)e,  for  we  learn  from  Marco 
letter  should  tell  her  all  she  wanted  Polo  tliat  the  post  was  established 
to  know,  whilst  the  Mter  would  ton-  in  China  before  our  Norman  Con- 
tain no  writing."— The  Royal  Mail,  ^^^^^<^^  Every  25  miles  there  were 
pp.  181,  182.  post-Ktations,  called  "jambs,"  and 
When  we  consider  the  interests  frequently  as  many  as  300  or 
of  hearts  and  homes,  it  is  clear  400  horses  kept  at  one  of  these 
that  nothing  has  tended  so  much  stations.  There  were  10,000  of 
to  add  to  the  happiness  of  the  these  stations  in  the  empire,  and 
world  as  the  Post-office  ;  it  more  than  200,000  horses  are  said 
unites  kingdoms  and  societies,  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  ser- 
strengthcns  the  ties  of  family  and  vice  ;  but  this  gigantic  empire, 
affection,  relieves  the  minds  of  the  which  combined  marvellous  know- 
anxious,  and  soothes  the  sufferer  ledge  with  the  lowest  barbarism, 
in  his  sickness  and  loneliness.  It  walled  in  its  civilisation,  and  the 
is  a  trite  observation  that  men  very  existence  of  the  empire  itself 
never  value  blessings  until  they  was  scarcely  realised  at  the  time 
are  deprived  of  them.  The  expe-  when  the  first  post  known  in 
dition  and  regularity  of  the  Post-  Europe  was  planned  by  Charle- 
ofHce  service  is  most  appreciated  mague  in  a.d.  807.  This,  how- 
when  there  is  any  mishap,  and  a  ever,  led  to  little  result,  and  it 
mail  is  delayed  a  day,  or  even  a  was  not  until  the  thirteenth  cen- 
few  hours.  What  consternation  tury  that  the  Ilanse  Towns  cstab- 
is  caused  by  a  missing  mail -bag  !  lished  a  regular  post  This  federa- 
the  non-arrival  of  an  expected  tion  of  republics  required  constant 
letter  has  been  known  to  agitate  communication,  for  their  commer- 
even  the  most  gentle  natures,  cial  interests  were  very  great,  and 
The  magnitude  of  the  interest  in  a  rapid  interchange  of  views  and 
the  Post-office  may  in  some  meas-  opinions  was  essential  for  its  con- 
ure  be  realised  when  we  read  in  tinuance.     A  post    was    said    to 
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have  been  organised  in  the  ram  ordinary    post.**    The    pott-road 

of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  by  tne  from  London  to  Bennok  followed 

Princes  of    the   house  of  Thorn  eacaotly   the  line  of   the  present      ^ 

and  Taxis.    At  all  events,  at  the  Great  North  Boad.    At  this  time     '\ 

present  time  that  family    enjoys  there  was  a  post  from  London  to    ' 

certain  privileges  in    consequence  Lreland,  via  Holyhead;  one  to  Bria*    . 

of  the  services  they  have  rendered  tol,    and  to  Dover.    Occasionally 

to  the  postal  department.  there  were  extraordinary  post,  ea^ 

It  is  m  this  country^  where  manu«  pedallv  when  any  unwelcome  newn 

factures  flourishedy  and  the  British  arriv^  from  France,    **for    the ,   ., 

flag  was  seen  flying  in  the  most  speedy  advertisement  of  the  same.*^      ,' 

distant  seas,  that  the  importance  of  In  the  early  part  of  the  Queen'a 

intercommunication  was  most  felt,  reign,    the  lAemiim,  who    were  - 

The  rise  and  progress  of  this  vast  driven  out  of  Flanders  by  the  per-^ 

agent  of  commerce  and  civilisation  seotttions  of  the  Alva  and  Philip  IL/ 

cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  a  were  permitted  to  have  a  poet  of 

lar^e  class  of    readers,  who  wUl  their  own.     Some  time  after,  they 

derive  a  large  amount  of  valuable  didmed,    says    Stowe,  the  right 

and  amusing  information  from  two  of  having  their  own  postmaster* 

works    of    great  merit ;    the  one  ThiA  claim  was  not,  however,  lonff 

entitled  '  The  Royal  Mail,'  a  new  recognised,  and  Thomas  BandolpS  . 

publication,  which  stands  at    the  was  appointed  the  first  Postmasteir  / 

head  of  this  article — and  the  other  of  the  English  and  foreign  oflloes. 
*  Her  Majesty's  Mails,'  by  William       Under  the  Tudor  dynasty  a  new 

Lewins,  published  in  1864,  in  which  social  era  dawned  on  England*  and 

the  history  of  the  rise  of  the  Post-  wiUi  that  came  Uie  rapicl  extensioii 

oflice  is  told  from  its  earliest  com-  of  the  postal  service  :   this  agaia    7 

mencement.     It    seems    that    the  led  to  tne  progress  of  ideas,  as  uip 

establishment  of  a  regular  ridings  telligence  was  more  speedily  spread 

post  dates  from   Edward  IV.;  but  through  the  country.  Craboe  tells 

private  letters  were  sent  by  special  ub — 

messengers,  called  nuncii    so  far  .     „,3rter-pa88ion  tethelove  of  newa." 

back  as  the  time  of  Kdward  U.    In  *^^ 

<>eneral,these7iw/J6*»i  were  employed  The    '*  arai  to  vew/"   is    a    query 

in  the   Government  service.     The  not  limited  to  the  Athenian,  or  to 

first  recognised  head  of  the  Post-  any  clime  or  age.    Until  the  age 

office  as  a  Government  department  of    Queen     Bess,  remote  villages 

dates  from  Henry  VIII.  The  rebel  were  ignorant  even  of  the  most 

lords,  who  played  so  conspicuous  a  important  events  which  occurred 

part  in  his  reign,  improved  on  the  in  the  metropolis.     Perhaps  such 

royal  posts,  and  had  regular  mes-  ignorance  was  bliss,  and  they  were 

sengers    employed  between    Hull  happier  in    their    isolation ;    but 

and    York,    York   and    Durham,  when  once  the  Gk)vemment  couriers 

Durham  and  Newcastle.     By  the  were    introduced,    although  they 

2  <fc  3  Edward   Vi.,  a  charge    of  were  not  the  bearers  of  private 

one  penny   per  mile  was  fixed  on  letters,  their  advent  into  the  village 

all  horses   used  by  the  postriders.  was  a  great  event.    The  travelling 

In  the  reign  of  Queen   Elizabeth,  pedlars,  with  their  packs  of  goods 

the    expenses    of    the  Post-office  and  news,  now  lost  much  of  their 

amounted  to  ^6000  a  year. .  This  importance.    It  was  only  at  the 

was  classed  un^er  the  head  of  the  dose  of  the  Queen's  reign  that  the 
'*  wages  and  entertainment  of  the .  riding  couriers  were  superseded  by 
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carts  or  rude  waggons,  in  imitation  would  be  curious  to  know  whether 
of  one  wbich,at  the  commencement  this  pamphlet  and  the  name  in  any 
of  her  reign,  had  been  invented  way  suggested  the  idea  of  a  uniform 
for  her  Majesty's  use.  "Until  then  penny  rate  to  Mr.  Rowland  Hill, 
the  Queen  had,  like  every  one  else,  It  was  at  this  date  the  Post- 
travelled  on  horseback.  Judges  office  was  for  the  first  time  con- 
rode  the  circuit  in  jack-boots  ;  sidered  of  sufficient  importance  to 
ladies  mostly  on  pillions,  fastened  occupy  the  attention  of  I'arliament. 
behind  their  cavaliers.  In  this  When  an  Act  was  introduced  "  to 
primitive  style  the  Queen,  on  her  settle  the  postage  in  England, 
first  entry  to  the  citv,  rode  behind  Scotland,  and  Ireland,"  in  the 
the  Lord  Chancellor.  We  can  course  of  the  debate  great  import- 
scarcely  picture  her  Majesty  ance  was  attached  to  the  commer- 
Queen  Victoria  trusting  herself  cial  and  social  interests  involved 
behind  Lord  Selborne.  It  was,  in  the  Post-office.  Strange,  indeed, 
however,  when  a  Scotch  king  as-  that  these  had  been  so  long  ignored, 
cended  the  throne  of  England,  Lord  Strickland  said,  "Nothing 
that  the  absolute  necessity  of  can  more  assist  trade  and  corn- 
greater  intercouree  between  Eng-  merce  than  this  intercourse."  All 
land  and  Scotland  led  to  an  im-  parties  were  agreed  that  the  bill 
mediate  improvement  in  the  post,  was  good  for  commerce  ;  and  from 
Private  correspondence  was  then  this  time  the  Post-office  was  to 
taken  into  consideration,  and  pos-  become  an  important  part  of  the 
tal  rates  were  first  established,  revenue.  It  does  not  appear  that 
The  charge  was  twopence  for  a  the  improved  organisation  of  the 
single  letter  for  any  distance  under  Post-office  led  to  the  accelera- 
80  miles,  and  fourpence  from  80  tion  of  the  mails.  The  post  took 
to  140  miles,  sixpence  for  any  four  days  between  Ix)ndon  and 
longer  distance  in  England,  eight-  Dover  ;  and  oxen  had  frequently  to 
pence  to  Scotland  ;  but  it  must  be  employed  to  drag  the  carriage 
be  remembered  that  the  value  of  over  the  broken  roads,  and  in  no 
money  was  ten  times  greater  than  instance  did  the  pace  ever  exceed 
at  present,  so  it  is  not  surprising  three  miles  an  hour.  In  a  work 
that,  although  so  much  was  done  called  *  The  Grand  Concern  of  Eng- 
to  develop  the  postal  arrangements,  land,'  published  in  1673,  it  seems 
there  was  no  increase  in  the  rev-  that  the  roads  were  so  bad,  that 
enue  :  the  rates  were  quite  prohib-  when  a  family  intended  to  travel, 
itory.  At  that  timfe  few  persons  they  frequently  sent  on  servants  to 
could  afford  to  pay  sixpence — that  investigate  the  country  and  report 
is,  five  shillings — for  a  single  let-  upon  tne  most  promising  track, 
ter.  The  post-messengers,  therefore,  Fuller  says  he  frequently  saw  as 
had  very  little  to  do,  and  the  smug-  many  as  six  oxen  employetl  in 
gling  of  letters  through  the  coun-  dragging  a  single  person  to  church. 
try  became  a  regular  trade  :  the  During  fioods,  it  was  not  unusual 
consequence  was,  that  in  1G80  the  for  passengers  to  remain  at  some 
revenue  from  the  Post-office  only  town  for  days  together,  until  the 
amounted  to  five  thousand  a  year,  waters  had  subsided.  We  extract 
By  a  remarkable  coincidence,about  from  <  The  Royal  Mail '  a  most 
this  time  a  Mr.  John  Hill  pub-  graphic  description  of  the  state  of 
lished  a  slight  work  in  favour  of  the  roads  at  this  date  : — 
reducing  all  postal  rates  to  one  **The  first  four  miles  out  of  Edin* 
penny,  whatever   the  distance.     It  burgh,  on  the  road  towards  I/>ndont 
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were  described  in  the  Privy  Ck>a]ioil  phletoi     ini 

Eecord  of  1680  to  have  been  in  so  m  ooi  cm 

wretched  astete  that^aaaeng^^  of  boay  ;  m  tbej"  ^ 

danger  of  their  hvee,  *  either  by  their  ^»^«^  i '  „  if  thev        a  i» 

coaches  overtoming,theirhor8e&lling,  ^5^^  ""  "^  "  T®y      J  J^ 

their  carte  breaking,  theirloadscastinft  "^«  f  ^^^  -quite  uniit -to 

and  horse  stumbling,  the  poor  people  travel  on  ho      di        and  ara  iiot 

with  their  burdens  on  their  backssoie-  &ble  to  endure  li      »  snow,  or  nui^ 

ly  grieved  and  discouraged ;  moreover,  or  to   lodee  in   ine  fields."    Tin 

strangers  do  often  ef claim  thereat.*  .  •  gtage-coacnes    cannot  .bave  beeil' 

The  common  carrier  from  Edinbuwh  ^ery  comfortoble.      M.   Sobri^ 
to  Selkirk,  a  distance  of  thirty-eiAt       j,^  ^^^  ^^  jy^^^^  ^^  ^j,^  ^^ 

miles,   required  a  fortnight   for   the  T*  >,.  ^  i^   iw  >     ^: \Za  ^TZ 

journey  giing  and  returi^g.  <>f  Charles  DI.'ii  reign,  badnot  •• 
'-  An  express  messenger  conveying  ^^^7  «»ilted  idea  of  the  merits  of 
the  news  of  the  death  of  Charles  IL,  the  new  post-ooacbes.     He  says.:   • 
who  died  on  the  6th  of  February  1685,  <*TbatI  might  not  have  to  use 
was  'received  in  Edinburgh    at  one  them,  I  went  from  Dover  to  Lou- 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  gon  in  a  waggon.    1  was  drawn 
February.      .      In    1688  it    required  ^y  ,i^  horses,  placed  one  after  ail. 
thret?  months  to  convey  the  tidings  of  ^II^^  ««  j  aIa^^^   k«.  «  «r.«*^»^M«». 
the  abdication  of  Jami  U.   of&ig.  *>^^^>  *°^  au^^i.  ^^-5  "^"^^^ 
land   and   VII.    of   Scotland  to  the  who  walked  by  the  side  of  Uiem. 
Orkney  Islands.''  He  was  clothed  in  black,  and  lEip-^ 
^              ,  ^           in^Ao  •        •  peared  in  all  things  like  another 
Even   so  late  bs  1703,  m  a  jour-  ^  q^  He  had  a  brm 

ney   made  by  Prince    George  of  Montero  on  his  head,  and  was  a 

Denmark  from   Windsor  to  Ret-  ^^y  fellow,  fancied  be  made  a  ' 

'  fi|^e,and  seemed  mightily  pleased 

''The   length  of  way  was  only  forty  with  himself."      These  stage- wag^ 

miles,  but  fourteen  hours  were  eon-  gons,  which  M.  Sobri^re  refers  to 

sumed  in    traversing  it ;    whilst    bI-  ^ere  frequently   made  use  of  f<yr 

most  every  mile  was  signalised  by  the  passengers  as  well  as  merchandise:    ' 

overturn   of  a  carnage,   or    its  tern-  bTIiiJft  and  Hmyarth   have   each 

porarv  swampinjr  in  the  mire.     Even  ?n^o"eft  ana  nogartn   nave   eacn 

the  ro\*l  ehariot  would  have  fared  "»   ^\^^^.  ^ay   given  an  animated 

no  better  than  the  rest  had  it  not  description  of  the  strange  society 

been  for  the   relays  of  peasants  who  that  was  bundled  together  in  these 

poised  and  kept  it  erect  by^strength  rough  and  rude  conveyances.     In 

of  arm,  and  shouldered  it  forward  the  WiUiam  III.'s   reign,    a  string  of 

last  nine  miles,  in  which  tedious  oper-  waff  eons  travelled  between  London 

ation  six  goo<l  hours  were  consumed."  anlLiverpool,8tarting  from  Alder- 

The   introduction   of     post-car-  manbury  every  Monday  and  Thurs- 

riages  was  not  made  without  a  cer-  day,  occupying  ten  davs  on    the 

tain  interference  with  existing  in-  journey  in  summer,  and  twelve  in 

terests  ;  and  when  it  was  seen  that  winter.     On   most  Toads   the  car- 

the  old  mode  of  travelling  on  horse-  riages  never  changed  horses,  and 

back  was  to  be  permanently  inter-  were  so   proverbially   slow  in  the 

fered  with,  great  opposition  arose  on  North   oi   England,  that  the  pnb- 

the  part  of  the  post-riders.     Pam-  licans  of   Furness,  in  Lancasnireu 

phlets  were  written  to  denounce  the  when  they  saw  the  conductors  of 

change.     In   one   of   these  it  was  the  travelling    merchandise-trains 

asserted    that  the  introduction  of  appear  in  sight  on  the  summit  of 
stage-eoaehes  was  the  greatest  evil    Wrynose   Hul,    on  their  journey 

'^  that  had  happened  of  late  years  between  Whitehaven  and  Kenda^  - 
to  these   kingdoms."      The    pam-    were  jocularly   said  to  begin  to 
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brew  their  beer,  to  have  a  stock  of  the  keen  relish  of  the  meals,  more 

good  drink  ready  by  the  time  the  especially  of  breakfast,  at  the  neatly 

travellers  reached  the  village.  ^®P<^  ^^d  hospitable  inn  ;  the  blithe 

Those  who  lived  in  the   happy  note  of  the  guard's  horn,  as  a  turnpike- 

days  of  post-horses  and  royal  r^R  ??o^.h^df  ^d^he^^^uA^^^ 

can  recall  their  sensations  when  the  of  horses  from  time  to  time  as  the 

mere  act  of  locomotion  was  enjoy-  journey    progressed.        Ever-varying 

ment.     It  was  the  well-known  say-  scene  is  the  characteristic  of  the  ocea- 

ing  of  Dr.  Johnson,  that  there  was  sion  :  the  village  with  its  rustic  quiet, 

no  greater  luxury   than   to  travel  ^^^d  odd  characters,  who  were  sure  to 

in  a  post-chaise  and  four  ;  and,  he  Present  themselves  as  the  coach  flew 

add/d.  "especially  at  another  per-  &  ^g  a^l^'pirr/nsffhi 

son  8  expense.       But  without  this  g^^nted  hedgerows  in  Mav  and  June  ; 

costly  indulgence,  royal  mails  and  the  stretches  of  A)ad  eml>owcred  with 

post-coaches  rendered  travelling—  wood  ;  the  farmer's  children  swinging 

provided   the  journey  was  not   a  on  a  gate  or  overtopping  a  fence,  and 

very   long  one— a  great  pleasure,  cheering  lustily  with  their  small  voices 

The  box-seat  on   a   well-appointed  as  the  coach  swept  along . 

coach  was  the  best  cure  for  fash-  ,  ."  ^^^  «^  occasions  of  great  national 

11     .,        X   4.-.  ^4. «         1      •  •  triumph-  when,    for    example,   some 

lonable  ailments  tnat  any  nhysician  i^,  octant  victory  crowned  our  armu 

could   prescribe.       Mr     3Iacadam  ...t^^  ^.oach,  decked  out  with  ribbons 

had  brought  our  roads  to  the  high-  or  green  leaves,   would  be  the  bearer 

test  sate  of  efficiency.     The  smart  of  the  joyous  news  down    into    the 

coach  with  the  beautiful  team,  the  country,— the  driver    and  the   guard, 

driver   and   guard  in  their  scarlet  as  the  official  representatives  of  the 

liveries,  added,  wherever  they  pass-  ^'^^^'^  ^"Ju  *H^  moment,    being   the 

ed,  to   the   interest    of  the    fand-  ^^^^'^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^"''• 
scape  and  to  the  charm  of  country        This  graceful  and  picturesque  de- 

life.     The  arrival  of   the  mail  was  scription  shows  that  the  work  of  the 

always  the  great  event  of   the  day  Post-office  has  not  blunted  the  keen- 

in    town     and    village.     Even    at  ness  of  Mr  Hyde's  perceptions  or 

night,  as  it  rattled  over  the  pave-  his  sense  of  the  poetry  of  Iffe.   But 

ment,  the  tramp  of  the  horses  and  there   was   something  more    than 

the  twang  of   the  guard's  lioni,  if  poetic   interest  in  the   olden  days 

it   roused  the  light   sleepers  from  of  travel.     Moreover,  it  was  some- 

their  slumber,  the  awakening  was  thing   to   feel   our   travelling    su- 

not   unpleasing.      Well   does    Mr  periority  over   all   other    nations. 

Hyde,   who   has  for     twenty-five  AVliile  the  lumbering  diligences  in 

years  held  important  situations  in  France,    an<l   the  still  heavier  eii- 

the   Post-office,  describe   in    '  The  icageits  in  Germany,  were  driven 

Royal  Mail ,'  the  pleasure  and  ex-  i^y  postilions, whose  jack-bootswere 

citement  of   the  travelling  in    our  aio„e   a    sufficient     weight   fur  a 

youth  : —  horse,   at  a  rate  of  five   miles    an 

■.'^'The    mail-coach  days,"  he  says,  hour,  the  average  speed  of  all   our 

**  had  charms  and  attractions  for  trav-  mails — including     stoppages — was 

ellers,  if  they  at  the  Siime  time  had  nine  miles  an  hour.      But  the  fast 

their  drawbacks ;  the  bustle  and    ex-  coaches  covered  sometimes  twelve 

citement  of  the  start,  when  the  horses  j,^ii^.„  ^.jthin  the  hour.     The  Lon- 

were  loosed  and  the  driver  let  them  ^       and  Shrewsburv  mail  accom- 
have  rem  under  the  eyes  of  interested      ,.  ,    ^  ^QA  _ -i^^      '^Q  i,^..««  t  ^« 

and    admiring  spectators ;  the  exhil-  phshed  184  miles  in  18  hours,  Lon- 

arating  gallop  as  a  good  pace   was  «on  and  Holyhead   268  miles  was 

achieved  on  the  open  country-road;  travelled  in  27   hourSy  London  and 
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Exeter  171  milee  in  17  houw.  This  ii  tbe  maihebaolM^  mt  m 

Quicksilver  Mail  was  sappoeed  to  Jgnw  ^Jiff^  ^  SrST*^*"*^  "" 

be  the  fastest  in  EngliSdV  and  The  Boyal  Sail, pp.  7a,  U 

there  were   short  distanoes  when  The  whole  pageant  was  worthy  of 

the  horses  were  spinning  over  the  the  oooaaion — a  celebration  of  tha  • 

ground  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  miles  birthday  of  its  sovereign, 
an   hour.    The  annual  procession       Steam  is  the  one  great  levelter^  ■'■■■^ 

of  the  mails  on  the  King's  birth-  In  its  progress  all  exceptional  ez* 

day  was  a   sight  which,  while  it  eellence  msappears.     No  coantrj 

can  never  be  seen  again,  will  never  oonld   rival  England  in  roads,  in  * 

be  forgotten  by  those  who  have  horses,  and  cpaobes,  in  the  bewtty  - 

seen    it.      George  IV.,   who  was  of  onr  ships,  and  the  skill  of  onr    .f 

bom    on    the    12th    of    Augnst,  seamen,    'the  age  of  these  snperir 

changed  the  annual  celebration  of  oritieB  has  passed  for  ever.     The .  : 

his  birthday  to  April  23d.     The  rail    has    superseded    Macadam ;    '  ■ 

mail-coaches  then  went  in  proces-  stokers  and  pokers'*  take  the  pisoe 

sion   from   Millbank  to  Lombard  of  coachmen  and  ffnards  ;  turret-    * 

Street,  about  twelve  o'clock.    The  ships  and    ironclads   have   swspt^  * 

horses  belonging  to  the  different  away  onr    glorious  line-of-battld'  - 

mails   had   entirely  new  harness ;  ships  and  beautiful  frigates ;  en- . 

the    guards   and   coachmen,  post-  gineers  are  in  demand  instead  of 

men  and  postboys,  were  all  dressed  able  seamen.      The  Continent  ofh  -  ' ' 

in     their    new    scarlet    uniforms,  produce  just  as  good  engineers  as 

From  Lombard   Street  the  clival-  our  own,  whether  it  be  to  drive   v^ 

cade  passed  through  the  principal  the  mails  or  work  in  tihe  ensine^ 

streetR  of  the  metropolis.      It  was  room.    Stokers  and  pokers  beloiig     ' 

a  grand   gala-day,  and  a  display  t6   every   clime ;    but  the    smut  ^. 

such   as  no  other  country   could  drivers  of  her  Majesty's  mails,  and- '• 

ever  show  —  horses,  coaches,  bar-  the  old  salts  sung  by  DidbiiK  be-     * 

ness,  all  of  the  best,  and  the  coabh-  long  to  the  historic  past,  ana  we 

men    vying   with   one   another  to  are  placed  on  the  same  level  as  all 

show  off  the  teams  to  the  best  ad-  nations,  with  the  same  monotony 

vantage.     The  drivers  and  guards  of  qualifications. 
wore  large   bouquets  of   flowers  ;        The  earliest  Postmaster- Gteneral 

the   coru'hes    were    newly  painted  and  post-agents  had  not  an  easy 

and    eir>l)lazoned    with   the  Royal  time  of  it.     The  mails  were  so  ir- 

arnis.  regular,    and    the    complaints    so 

constant,  that  the   ill-paid  duties 

'*  In  the  cramjxMl  interior  of  the  of  the  former  became  very  oner- 

vehiclt's  won'   closely  packed   buxom  ous  ;  and  the   post-agents,  espeoi- 

dames  and  blooming  lasses,  the  fair  ^j     ^^^  packet-agents,  in  time  of 

pass^n^^,  rs    arrayed     m     coa^^uttte  ^  were  placed  in  situations  not 

honnrts    ami    m    canary-coloured    or  ,       .,      -  *^ ,  rnu     •  «*«.^ 

s<arlK  silks.     .    .    .    Heading  the  pro-  devoid  of   danger.      The  mstruc- 

cessi(m    was     the    oldest-ostablished  tions  to  all  the  packet-agents,  who 

mail,  which  wouhi  bo  the  Bristol     On  were    practically  in   command   of 

the  Kinjr's  birthday,  1834,  there  were  the  boats,   were — **You  must  ran 

27  <(»aihes  in  the  procession.      They  when   you   can,   fight    when    you 

all  wort'  hammer-cloths.      Sherman^s  ^^  qq  longer  run,  and  throw  tho 

mails  ^^7^^^^;^;^^  .JjJ^^l^.^  ^^;^  mails  overboard  when  you  cannot 

and  ou   these  occasions  their  QameSB  «  ,  .  „     ^r^ .  «^r«- ^„*  ^^^A^imm 

was  of  riMl  morocco.     Many  country  fg^^-       We  must  refer  our  readers 

squires  who  were  anxious  that  thefr  for  most  mterestmg  anecdotesof 

best  horses  should  have  a  few  turns  the  mail-packet   service  to  *Tne 
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Royal  Mail,'  in  the  chapter  inator  of  the  penny  postage ;  but 
headed  "  Mail  -  Packets."  The  in  fact  the  idea  had  been  started 
vesBcls  were  clearly  not  of  a  by  Professor  Babbage  some  years 
high  order  of  excellence,  for  one  before  in  his  work  on  economy  of 
report^  says  ;  "  We  doe  find  that  machinery  and  manufactures,  in 
in  blowing  weather  tliey  take  in  which  he  demonstrated  that  if  the 
8oe  much  water  that  the  men  cost  of  carriage  could  be  reduced, 
are  constantly  wet  through,  and  the  result  would  be  a  cheaper  rate 
can  noe  ways  go  below,  being  of'  postage,  and  a  great  increase 
forced  to  keep  the  hatches  shut  in  the  number  of  letters.  It  was, 
to  save  the  vessel  from  sinking."  however.  Sir  Rowland  Hill  who 
So  perilous  was  the  service,  that  devoted  his  time  to  the  completion 
there  was  a  scale  of  pensions  for  of  the  scheme  ;  and  in  1837  he  em- 
wounds.  The  loss  of  an  eye  was  bodied  it  in  the  pamphlet  entitled 
£4,  both  eyes  £12.  Nor  were  the  "Post-office  Reform,  its  importance 
letters  better  protected  than  their  and  practicability."  This  created  a 
carriers.  "  We  are  concerned,"  great  sensation,  more  especially  in 
says  one  agent,  "  to  tell  you  that  the  mercantile  world,  tie  proved 
we  find  the  lettei-s  brought  by  the  that  while  the  population  was  rap- 
boat  are  so  consumed  by  the  ratts  idly  increasing,  the  Post-office  rev- 
we  cannot  find  out  to  whom  they  enue  was  diminishing,  and  this  was 
belong."  All  Government  letters  chiefly  owing  to  the  high  rate  of 
were  carried  free.  Even  within  postage  and  the  temptation  which 
our  memory  very  curious  articles  it  held  out  for  smuggling — whole 
have  been  sent  by  the  Foreign  bales  of  letters  being  sent  from 
Office  messengers,  but  we  do  not  one  town  to  another  as  ordinary 
imagine  such  commodities  as  the  goods.  While  in  his  able  pam* 
following  were  ever  franked: —  phlet   the   subject  was  exhausted, 

,,  _        .    .        ,  r^.-                  1      ^*  he   maintained    that    the    76  mil- 

''  Imprnnhs.      'Fifteen    couple    or    ,.  ^  ,  ,      ^, „'.i,:^i, 

hounds    ffoing    to    the   King   of    the  »>^"«  f    ^^^^^^  ^^  number  which 

Romans  with  a  free  pass.'  Passed  through  the   Post-office  m 

''\m\\,  'Two  maid  servants  going  as  1830,  was  capable  of   a   large  m- 

laundresses  to  my  loi-d  ambassador. '  crease;    **  that    it   should    form   a 

''Item.  'Doctor Chrichtcm,  carrying  distinguished    part    in    the    great 

with   him  a    cow  and  divers  neces-  work   of    national   education,  and 

^^"*!^*       ^       ,    ,        ^         , .        ^  of  becominc:  a   benefaction  and  a 

-Item   Two  bales  of  stcx^kings  for  blessing  to  mankind."  He  concluded 

the  U3t>  of  the  ambassador."  .  .      °        .          ,-v          j     *•       • 

with  proposing — (1)  are<iuction  in 

In  those  days  members  signed  the  rate  to  a  ]>enny  a  letter,  weigh- 
large  packets  of  covers  at  once,  ing  not  more  than  half  an  ounce  ; 
and  sold  4hem  to  their  friends  ;  (2)  increased  speed  in  the  deliv- 
and  so  little  care  was  taken,  that  ery  of  letters  ;  (3)  more  frequent 
thousands  of  letters  passed  with  opportunities  for  the  despatch  of 
forged  signatures.  letters  ;  (4)  simplification  in  all 
The  changes  from  the  post-  the  arrangements  with  the  view 
riders  to  mail-coaches,  and  from  to  economy.  After  an  examina- 
mail-coaches  to  railways,  are  not  tion  by  a  Royal  Commission,  and 
more  remarkable  than  the  vast  a  full  investigation  by  a  coramit- 
change  made  in  our  postal  system  tee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr 
by  the  introduction  of  the  penny  Hill's  plan  was  adopted  by  the 
postage.  Sir  Rowland  Hill  has  legislature  in  1839,  and  came  in- 
always   been  considered  the  orig-  to    operation    in    1840,  when    the 
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number  of  letters  increased  twm  inoreasod  still   faster.    1 

76  millions  to  169  millions.    The  of  the  post-offioes  did         Dii 

new  scheme  was    received   with  as  Lord  Lichfield  predic 

general  approval  by  the  country ;  everywhere  enlarged  aocon               '  ; 

but  not  so  by  the  Government  and  'tion  had  to  be  found.    '.    i 

the  Post-office  authorities,  who  re-  snpplanted<  the  inailsi  at  an   '^ 

farded  it  as  suicidal,  and  most  pro-  ormous  additional  expense, 

ably  likely  to  be  very  injurious  to  instance,  in    1844,  a  coach- 

the  revenue.    And  certamly  these  prietor  in  the  loorth  of  Bngii 

views  were  not  unreasonable.    The  actually  paid  to  the  Post-office      «  ;  . 

average  charge  for  a  letter  in  1897  partment  the  sum  of  £2(K)             r  '^ 

was  tenpence :     it  was    evident,  ally  for  what  he  con       rea           «' 

therefore,   that  to  arrive    at  the  privilege  of  conveyii      i            u,    ; 

same  result  when    reduced  to  a  twice  a-day  between  Lcmj                 t      ; 

penny,  the  number  of  letters  must  Carlisle ;  now  the  Post-omoe  j     '    .)  V 

increase  tenfold — whereas  in  the  Uie  Lancaster  and  Carlisle  Railwaj'. 

first  year  they  bad  onlv  doubled  ;  £18,000  •  annually  for    the    samsr 

and  even  now  that  the  letters  have  service,  and  the  entire  sum  paid  io' 

increased  to  the  enormous  amount  the    railway    companieB    in   1868 

of   1333  millions,   it  is    a    quel-  does  not  fall  far  short  of  the  wholf 

tion  whether,  when   we    consider  of  the  Post-office  expenses  in  1889. 

the   increase    of    population    and  The  progress  of  the  Post-offioa 

popular    education,  the    revenue  since  the  final  establishment  of  the 

has  not  suffered  by  the  chanm,  penny  post  has  exceeded  all  the 

although  the  net  revenue  is  this  most  sanguine  expectations.    Be- 

year    £2,687,000.      But    in    1887  tween   1839   and^  1880,  day-maSij 

the  change   was  dreaded  by  the  mral  posts,  and  free  deliveries  went 

authorities  for  other  than  financial  established  on  an  enlarged   soale.^ 

reasons.     Lord  Lichfield,  the  Post-  In  1840  the  number  of  mnd  post* 

roaster-General  at   that  time,  de-  offices  wlUi  -3000  ;  they  now  exceed 

scribed  tlie  scheme  as  "wild,  vision-  8000.     As  to  free  deliveries,  it  has 

ar\\  and  extravagant.''     The  walls  been  promised  that  soon  the  ''most 

of    the      Post-ofiice,     he     added,  remote   and  inaccessible  parts  of 

won  d  burst;    the  whole   area  on  our  country,the  nooks  and  crannies 

wtiich  the  buihlin^  stands  would  of  the  land,  will   possess  the  rural 

not  be  large  enougii  to  receive  the  postman."      When    we     recollect 

clerks   and     the   letters.     In     the  the  work  done  in  the  post-offices, 

first  instance  a  fourpenny  rate  was  it  is  something  quite  extraordinary, 

proposed  ;    but  this  did  not  meet  The  Post-office  is  not  only  respon- 

the  views  of  either  party,  and  in  sible  for  all  home  and  foreign  cor- 

1840    a   uniform   penny   rate  was  respondence  ;  but  every  postmaster 

adopted.  has  charge  of  the  Book-post  departs 

That    the    penny    postage    has  ment,  the  Telegraph,  the  Money- 

added   to  the  happiness  and  com-  order  Office,  the  Savings  Bank,  and 

fort  of  the  nation,  and  greatly  ben-  now    the    Parcel  Post.      A  post- 

efited  all  the   commercial  classes,  master  or  mistress   now,    in  any 

cannot  be   doubted  ;    and   yet    it  considerable  village,  must  find  their 

took  many  years  before  its  oppon-  day  pretty  well  occupied,  and  have 

ents  were  fairly  convinced   of   its  little  to   devote   to    the   shop   in 

advantages.    While  the  number  of  which  formerly  it  was  in  general 

letters  increased   rapidly,  the  ez-  situated — placed  so  that  those  who 

penses   of   the   Post-office  at  first  came  to  post  letters  or  buy  stamps 
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were  induced  to  make  purchases,  uous  crowd  of  men,  women,  and 

In  France  the  bureaux  de  tabac  are  boys,  who  defy  all  the  efforts  of 

an  important  part  of  the  Govern-  the  police  to  keep  order,  in  their 

ment  patronage  :  the  pay  is  about  anxiety  to  rid  themselves  of   the 

600  francs  a.year.     But  a  bureau  huge  bundles  with  which  they  are 

de  tabac  is  considered  worth  from  laden  before  the  last  stroke  of  the 

£300  to  £400  a-year.     The  owners  hour  of  six.     Those  who  are  pre- 

have  a  monopoly  of  the   sale   of  vented  approaching  the  windows 

stamps  or  post  orders  frequently  hurl  their  packages  over  the  heads 

remain  to  smoke,  or  lay  in  a  stock  of  others  who  bar  the   approach, 

of  snuff  or  tobacco.  Sacks  and    baskets  of  letters  are 

Among  the  sights  of  London  the  shovelled  into  the  spaces  prepared 

General  Fost-office  is  the  most  re-  to  receive  them.     When  the  clock 

markable.     No  department  of  the  commences  to  strike  six,  the  rush 

public  service   conveys  a  grander  becomes  greater  and  greater — the 

idea  of   the   vast    enterprise,   the  interest  more   and   more   intense, 

commercial   greatness,  and   social  One,    two,  three — the  struggle  of 

requirements      of      the      empire,  the  outsiders    is   desperate — four, 

Throughout  the  whole  day  every  five,  six.     And  at  the   stroke  the 

part  of  the  extensive  building  pre-  windows  fall  simultaneously,  and 

sents  a  busy  scene  ;  but  it  is  about  all  is  over.     A  sudden  stillness  ap- 

six  in  the  evening  that  the  great  proaching  to  awe  falls  on  the  mul- 

excitement  commences.  titude.  Those  who  are  behindhand 

may  consign  their  charge  calmly 

**  Now  it  is,  that  small  boys  of  eleven  ^"^^  *»y  POSt-office  they  pass  by, 
and  twelve  years  of  age,  panting  Sin-  where  it  will  be  stamped  with  the 
bad-like  under  the  weight  of  large  ominous  words  "  Too  late  !  " 
bundles  of  newspapers,  manage  to  The  interest  of  the  Post-office 
dart  about  and  make  rapid  sorties  is  now  transferred  to  the  interior 
into  the  other  ranks  of  boys,  utterly  of  the  building.  There  in  large 
disregarding  the  cries  of  the  official  j^alls  may  be  seen  hundreds  of 
policemen,  who  vainly  endeavour  to  ^^^^,„  i:^f1„^  «^«««.;««  ^*^^^i^^ 
ieduoc  the  tumult  into  something  like  «lf  ^^  ll^^>"5'  arranging,  stamping 
post-office  order.  They  will  whizz  P"<?«  o^  letters.  Heaps  of  corre- 
their  missiles  of  intelligence  over  other  spondence  and  papers  are  lying  on 
people's  heads,  now  and  then  sweeping  the  floors  and  raked  up  into  large 
off  hats  and  caps  with  the  force  of  baskets,  and  carried  by  lifts  or  on 
shot.  The  gathering  every  moment  rails  to  various  parts  of  the  estab- 
increases in  number  ;  arms,  hp,  sacks,  Hf^hnient.  A  number  of  officers 
baskets,  heads,  bundles,  and  wooUen  pmnlovpd  all  this  time  in  pd 
comforters— for  who  ever  siiw  a  news-  ^^^  employed  all  this  time  m  en- 
paper  bov  without  that  appendage  ?-  aeavouring  to  restore  wrappers  to 
seem  to  be  getting  into  a  state  of  con-  newspapers  which  have  been  care- 
fusion  and  (lisiigreeable  communism,  lessly  tied  up.  Unfastened  and 
and  yet  *th(»  cry  is  still  they  come.'  "  torn  letters  are  conveyed  to  a  dif- 
— The  Royal  Mail,  p.  356.  f  erent  part  of  the  building,  and  the 

greatest  care  is  taken  to  endeavour 

At  that  hour,  instead  of  the  wide  to  find   out  their  proper   destina- 

slits  for  letters  and  papers,the  shut-  tions.     It  is  incredible  the  number 

ters  themselves  are  thrown  open,  of   letters   that  are   posted   open, 

to  receive  the  storm  of  letters  and  without    any    address    whatever. 

papers  which  are  thrown  in.    Every  Then  there  are  letters  insufficiently 

opening  is  besieged  with  an  impet-  stamped  and  fastened,  which  con- 
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tain  eyery  variety  of  female  oma-  the'immber  of  letters  ] 

ment  and  fashion,  jewelry,  faiii^  the  Returned  Letter    c    oe 

feathers;    not  to  mention  nliedi-  6,697,000 ;  that  88,100  lett        i 

cines,  pill-boxes,  many  of   whioh  posted  without  any  add]        ;  ii 

fall  on  the  floor  when  handled  by  78,000    stamps    were    pu 

the  clerks,  and,  with  as  much  care  loose  ;  that  not.  unfn    lenuv  \ 

as  is  possible,  are  replaced  in  their  ters  were  put  into  v        -hya 

proper  cases.    We  are  called,  and  by  mistake  for  letter-ooi      ;  a      «  ' 

are  rather  proud  of  being  so  styled,  snake  escaped  from  a 

a  practical  careful  people  :  the  lost  and,  a  live  homed  irog  :       ik 

luggage  in  cabs  and  at  stations  tes-  liverpool  from  the'  United 

tines  that  we  are  exactly  the  con-  The  report  does  not  state  \ 

trary.    From  £12,000  to  £14,000  it  subsisted   on  tiie    ooni      »  m. 

in  money,  with  no  address,  or  mis-  the  letter.     In  ^the   same   repcvl 

directed,  and   Bank    Government  we  leam  that  postmen  must  be 

bills,  money  orders,  bills  of  ex-  peculiarly  obnoxious  to  dogs;  f<Hr. 

change,    that    pass    through    Uie  m  one  town  alone  20  per  owit.  of 

office  which  has  to  rectify  blun-  the  letter-carriers  were  bitten  \fy^  - 

ders,    amounts    to    a    very   large  dogs  in  that  yearl  ^  .• 

sum.     The  trouble  it  is  to  discover       These  details  are  curious,  bat 

the  owners  may  well  be  imagined,  there  is    a  deeper   interest   eon-  * 

In  some  cases  it  is  impossibfo :  so  neoted  with  the  postal  service.    It 

the  report  tells  us  that  many  pre-  has  been    alreaay  remarked,  tio- 

sents,    such    as    rings,    broocnes,  where    are  the   ^^FinUemiie   and 

various    ornaments,    never    reaeh  ^aUte "  principles  carried  out  so,  '- 

their  destination,  as  they  are  un-  consistently  as  m  the  letter-box  r 

accompanied  by  any  letter.  Those  the    coronet    of  the   earl    iostlas^ 

become  the  property  of  the  Crown,  with  the  pauper's  wafer  ;  letteiii' 

In  1855  the  first  annual  Report  of  all  shapes  and  colours  ;  tidii^ 

of  the  Post-office  was  presented  to  of  life  ana  death,lhope  and  deSpair; 

Parliament ;  and  there  are  no  Blue-  protestations  of    anection    indig- 

books  which  afford  so  much  inter-  nant  refusals,  demands  for  urgent 

est.      This    interest    is   communi-  payments,  supplications  for  delay, 

cated  to  all  the   chiefs  of  the  de-  announcements  of  birth,  last  wms 

partment  and  to  the  body  of   the  and   testaments,  love-sonnets  and 

officials — for  there  is  none  in  which  sermons,  affections    and    hatreds, 

there   exists   such  a  hearty  esprit  blessings  and  railings, — all  the  va- 

de  cor^)8.     The  whole  nation  have  ried  complicated  relations  of  a  vast 

greatfully     recognised    the    inde-  4Utificial  society,  mingle  in  the  let- 

latigable   zeal   and  ^great   ability  ter-box  and  ihail-bag.     Do  we  ever 

of  the  late  Mr.  Fawcett :  it  would  think,  when  we  see  a  mail  rushing 

be   sufficient   praise   to    say    that  through   space,   what  heart  mys- 

he    adequately    iilled     the    place  teries  and   life-interests  it  carries 

of  Lord  John   Manners,  who   left  with   it  ?    If    to   the    thoughtful 

amid  universal   expressions  of  re-  mind  the  mere  presence  of  a  mail- 

gret,  leaving  behind  him  pleasant  train  is  so  suggestive,  it  may  well 

memories,  not   only   political,  but  be  imagined  how   many   tales  of 

person  a  1 .     Lord  J  ohn  Manner's  re-  sorrow  and*'romance  are  forced  upon 

ports  are  especially  full  of  valuable  the   attention    of   the   Post-office 

information.     In  that  of  1877  he  authorities  or  even  subordinate  em* 

states  that,  during  fifteen  mont^,  ployees  ;  what  anxieties  arise  when 
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a  foreign  mail  is  overdue.     More-  stored,  but,  alas  !  all  was  vain,  the 

over,  to  write  in  haste  and  repent  rule  admitted  of  no  exception." 
at  leisure  is  the  experience  of  many        The  Blind  Office  is  perhaps   the 

an  impetuous   correspondent,  who  part  of  the  building  of  the  greatest 

is  ignorant  or  oblivious  of  the  rule  interest  to  visitors.  Heie  is  a  num- 

that  a  letter  once  posted  can  never  bcr   of   clerks,   selected  from  the 

be  taken   out   of  the  box,  that  it  most  efficient  of  the   officers,  have 

becomes  the  j>roperty  of  thi»  Post-  to  decipher  addresses,  which  to  the 

master-General  until  it  is  delivered  inexperienced  would  seem    utterly 

to  the  person    to   whom   it   is  ad-  illegible     or     unintelligible.       He 

dressed.     The  reports  give   many  should  find  it  difficult  what  bag  to 

instances  of  the  painful   results  of  place  the  enclosed  in — 
haste  and   carelessness;  "On  one  **  Conoyach  Lunentick 

occasion     a     gentlemanly-looking  ASiliam." 

person  called  and  expressed  a  fear  rp,^^  ^j^^^  ^^^j^^^  j^j^  '         through 

that  he  had  enclosed  two  letters  m  ^^^^  address,  and  writes- 
wrong  enveloi)e8,  and   that  all  Ins  ,  ,       „ 

prospects  in  life   depended   on  his        ^*  Col ney  Hatch  Lunatic  Asylum/ 

having  his   letters   back,  and    cor-  Again — 

reeling    the     mistake;    inasmuch  "ObemYenen" 
as  they  revealed   plans  which  he 

had  adopted  to  save  two  mercan-  |«  ^Y  a  stroke  of  the  pen  converted 

tile   houses   in    the   same    line  of  "^^^ 

business,  whose   interests   clashed  **Holborn  Union.'' 
at  every  point."  A  similar  blunder 

occurred  in  a  more  delicate   affair,  "Ann  Megs,  . 
when  a  young  lady  was  most  urgent  Oiley  white, 
to  have  her  letters  returned,  as  she  Amsnire. 
had  accepted  the  wrong  off erof  mar-  It    is  seen  that  Ann   Megs  resides 
riage.  The  local  postmaster  was  un-  in  the 
able  to  resist  her  earnest  entreaties,  *»  jglo  of  Wight, 
and  thus  prevented  a  painful  catas-  .Hampshire." 
trophe.      But    a    whole    romance  **  For  Mister  Willy  wot  brindsdeBaber 
might  be  written  on  the  following  in  Lang  Caster  ware  te  gal  is," 
incident :    A  youn*'  lady,  who  had  i    -i     ,         /«?                .1    . 
been  engaged  to  a  pmsperous  young  W'"^^^^  the   officers,  until   it   was 
manufacturer,  was  informed, 'a  few  <i»8covered  it  was  intended  for  the 
days  before  the  marriage  was  fixed  f  ^^V^-.-^f  ^  Lancaster  paper  where 
for,  that  the  firm    was   insolvent.  ^"^  J*"  ^^• 
Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  and  There  was  less  difficulty  in 
a  letter  was    written  and    posted,  ,,           ^.^           ^^  ^.^^^  ^^^^ 
breaking  the  ongageine.it  ;  when  ^  ^^^  ^o  the  King  of  Rnsheylu 
within  two  hours,  it  was  discovered  peoren  ith  wspeed." 
that  the   re])ort  was  entirely   un- 
founded.    The  report  continues:  Lord  John  Manners  gives  a  great 
"  The  daughter    with   her  ]>arents  "i^ny     entertaining     applications 
rushed   to   the  post-office,  and  no  ™ade  to  the  office,  and   extraordi- 
words  can  describe  the  scene— the  "^^y  letters  received, 
appeals,  the  tears,  the  wringing  of  **  JToy  1878. 
hands,  the  united  entreaties  of  the  *»  My  Tx)iu>, — I  aak  you  for  some  in- 
family,  to  have  the  fatal  letter  re-  formation  about  findmg  out  persons 
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who  are  missing.     I  want  to  find  out  Bee  31  1877. 

my  mother  and  sisters  who  are  in  Aus-        **  John acting  as  Farmer  here 

tralia  I   lu'lit^vo.     If  you  would  find  would  be  very  much  obliged  to  the 

thcin  out  for  mo  ploatJC,  let  me  know    Postmaster  at if  he  would  be  so 

by  return  of  Post,  and  also  your  charge  good  as  to  name  a  suitable  party  at 

at  tho  lowest.     Yours,  A:c."  to   whom  he  might  sell    a    80 

stone  pig  of  good  cjuality  well — for  he 

''JoNuanjH,  1878.  understands    it  is  the 'l)est  place  to 

-Wc  h<'ard  in  the  pai>er  about  12  gel].     The  pig  is  now  <iuite  ready  for 

months   back,    Mary    Ann ,    the  killing." 

servant    girl    in    London    was   dead. 

Plciise  si'ud    it  to  tho  Printers   office  April  1878 

by  nturn  of  post  wl.otlior  there  was  ..  s,R,_wm  you,  if  you  please,  'let 

:i  siiKill  fortuiK.  left  for ."  ^^  j^^^^;,  jj  ^^^^  j^'  ^^^^  ^  'gentleman 

"  SpuiMiFiEU)  Illinois  U.S.        *»  ^Z  T'J^^ •     '  ^^^'^'^  ^^  " 

1  Jan  IS^S  '^   Chirch    Clurdgman.    There    is    a 

"Mr  I'ostniast.'r  if  vou  would  to  Jowngpfn    in   --  who  has  b^n 

so  kin.!  as  to  .soek  for  us  work  as  we  «»8*K«?  *«  my  sister  and  he  says  M» 

are  two  colored  young  men  of **  ":Ti'\  1  ^•**'"'-#  '  "  ""^n 

Illinois,  aiul  would  like  to  come  to  ^^^  mnch  like  to  know,  if  you  wiU 

Kn-laixl  ftiKl  get  work  .,s  Coachmen  ^^'«^  ™«  '^y  '»«'\<''°?-      'thought  rf 

or    race  hoi^^  trainers,   as  we  have  Mrs  -  was  his  sister  i  wonld  nte  and 

iHcn  .xperance  for  twelve  vears  prac-  "f''  '°'  h«  character  because  he  is  a 

ticesing  trainiuK-if  any   further  in-  «tTa.neev  to  us  all.-please  oblige        ^^ 
formation  almut  it  we  can  Ix)  recke- 

mend  to  any  one  that  wish  to  hire  ♦« Kent 

us,  plras  to  advertise  it  in  the  papers  it  Sir,— Will  you  please  inform  me 

^**^  ""*•          ♦.  if  there  is  to  l>e  a  Baby  show  this  year 

J,  ,^    ,,  at  Woolwich  ;  if  so,  where  it  is  to  be 

*'  I  rA^*''t  «-Q  holden,  an<l  what  day. 

..  IT  v...„  .     c.„      xif^i/.u  **  I  have  enclosed stamp." 

"  llnNKnAi)    MR, — My    Grandfather  ^ 

Mr  John          -   madt*   a   will    on    or  it  Frante 

nKniit     i-J    Ort.      IS--    dated     at ••  a  Monsieur  Ic 

lra\ilii:  to  hi<  >oii.  luv    Father,    i*lO00,  ••  Direcu-ur  dr  la  poPU*  dc  Loudres. 

\\\i'   iiit^nst  to   \h'  jiaid  to  him  half-  "  .Kai  eimiuante  trois  ans.     Vcuillez 

viarly,    tin-   prin.^aplr   to   )m»    tlivided  t-tre  assi'Z   bon   de   nie   faire   rcponse 

aiimn^' lii.^  childn'ii  at  his  fh-ath.     My  pour    mv    donner    des    rcsultats    sur 

father  di.d  mi  tlio  —        hist    leaving    IVxistence  dc  Ma<lame i    Si  par- 

iii>>.lt'   and    nn«*  hrothfT  who  wisht^  fois  elle  ctait  toujours  veuve  je  vou- 

ym  t<»  look   up  iV  rolh'ct  the  money  drais  lui   fain*  la   proposition   de  lui 

t«»r  us."  demander  sii   main  d'aprcs  (|ue  j'en 

aurais  des  n(»uvrlles.     En  attendant, 

*  SiK.     i  ritf  a  Lini' two  s(m*  if  you  Monsieur,   votre  rtipons*.'. — J'ai  Thon- 

lianl  Kiiiiy  tliiiiLT  of  my  husband neur  d'ctn*,  iVe."^ 

that  \va>  h'ft  at  ill.     plet'S*'  will 

>ou  rit«'  liark  l»y  niurn  of  post  as  we  Anecdotes    connected    with    the 

aiv  in  ^'ivat  tiohhl..."  Post-oflice  abound  in  many  recent 

"  r..  <  Muiroiii  uf  tin-  works.   We  may  mention  especially 

^^Nrxv^aJ:'.;.'  the    autobioj^raphies    of   Anthony 


'  In  aiI<iiTi()n  tn  the  abovf  extracts  from  the  Hluf-books,  in  '  The  Koyal  Mail' 
will  !•••  ImimhI  a  cliapt^T,  hradt'cl  **  Curious  Letters  addn*ssf<l  to  the  Post-office," 
wh-.  li  I  ..ritain^  a  fund  of  amusing  anecdote.     The  whole  volume  is  really  the 

rtiiiian<«-  uf  a  public  otliet'. 
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Trollope  and  Edmund  Yates,  both  dailj  toil,  and  where  they  can  ap- 
of  these  distinguished  littercUeura  preciate  these  generous  efforts  of 
having  filled  important  posts  in  that  Kind  fand  sympathising  friendly 
department :  it  is  remarkable  how  And  certainly  no  class  of  public 
many  men  of  genius  have  com-  servants  are  worthier  of  kindness 
menced  life  in  St  M artin's-le-Grand.  and  sympathy — while  of  all  oar 
And  we  may  add  how  deeply  the  State  departments  there  is  none  of 
sympathies  of  noble  and  generous  which  we  may  be  justly  prouder, 
ladies  have  been  interested  in  the  Time  is  passing  rapidly.  We 
welfare  of  the  excellent  subordi-  have  visited  the  principal  offices, 
nates  in  this  public  department.  The  hall-clock  is  silently  approach- 
While  Mr  Fa  wcett  devoted  his  won-  ing  the  hour  of  eight,  when  the 
derful  energies  to  the  development  bags  must  be  all  sealed  and  ready 
of  the  machinery  and  the  working  to  leave.  At  five  minutes  to  eieht 
of  all  branches  of  the  service,  Mrs  all  is  bustle  and  activity  ;  at  nve 
Fawcett  gave  all  her  heart  to  the  minutes  after  eight  the  halls  are 
improvement  of  the  homes  of  those  silent  and  deserted,  the  bags  have 
who  are  toiling  for  our  benefit,  been  collected  and  placed  in  the 
Lady  John  Manners  has,  ^dth  mail-vans,  which  dash  off  to  the 
the  assistance  of  some  philanthro-  different  railway  stations.  A  few 
pic  and  benevolent  ladies,  fur-  minutes  more  and  the  mail-trains 
nished  rooms  in  different  localities,  — those  messengers  of  joy,  of  sor- 
where  temporary  rest  and  shelter  row,  of  hope,  rest  and  unrest — will 
is  provided  for  the  postmen  dur- '  be  rushing  through  the  darkness  to 
^ng  the  brief  respite  from  their  their  several  destinations. 


t    .     . . '      f  ■■    .      _ 
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**  And  iht.  nrMtladj,  dotet, 
Derontty  doCet  in  Idolatiy, 
Upon  ttua  q^otted  Md  iacooataat  maiu** 
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Evening  came, — ^perhaps  her  last  Wait  long  enough,  and  preeent* 
evening  of  freedom,  thought  Oret«  ly  strange  effects  will  be  seen  on. 
chen,  as,  alone  in  her  room,  she  the  hills  opposite.  The  edge  of 
stood  by  the  open  window,  and  the  disc  has  reached  the  lerel  of 
allowed  the  night  air  to  fan  her  the  hill-top,  and  the  first  white 
hot  cheeks.  beam  tremoles  on   the  mountain- 

It  was  a  bright  and  silvery  side.  Timidly  it  touches  some 
night  for  the  world,  but  not  for  tree,  and  that  tree,  which  a  minute 
the  Hercules  valley.  affo  was  only  one  in  the  million 

Elsewhere  the  moon  is  glorify-  of  other  trees,  beoomes  forthwith 
ing  points  of  rock,  and  striking  a  thing  of  wonderful  beauty.  It- 
cold  flashes  from  the  water  ;  here  is  the  nivoured  and  chosen  objeeft  - 
the  rock  and  the  water  sleep  un-  of  the  moonlight ;  the  moon  lias 
touched.  But  rarely  the  sun  shines  elected  it  out  of  the  blaci:  mass 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  valley ,and  around,  and  lavishes  its  favours 
more  rarely  still  the  moon.  Moon-  richly.  It  was  but  a  black  pine 
light  here  is  a  distant  dream,  a  minute  ago — ^it  is  now  a  tree^, 
Looking  down  the  valley,  where  .  worthy  of  fairy-land  ;  its  stenAi  is 
the  space  is  wider  and  shallower,  glorified,  its  branohes  are  fand- 
it  is  seen  lying,  a  transparent  veil  fully  beautified,  each  tiny  twiff 
upon  the  hills — a  still  cold  veil  is  dreamily  idealised.  The  black 
which  hides  nothing,  and  beauti-  pines  around  wait  in  sullen  pa- 
fies  everything.  Here  the  moon  tience  until  their  turn  shall  come. 
must  have  risen  very  high,  before  To  some  of  them  it  will  come,  to 
it  can  pour  its  light-noods  down  the  some  of  them  not ;  for  it  is  rarely, 
flanks  of  these  jealously  guarding  very  rarely,  that  the  moon  will 
mountains.  And  yet  the  invisible  pierce  to  the  heart  of  this  spot  in 
moon  is  felt,  for  without  the  moon  the  valley.  It  is  in  vain  that  the 
the  niglit  sky  could  not  be  of  this  Djemis  sings  songs  to  the  moon- 
transparent,  quivering  paleness,  light,  wooing  her  now  with  laugh- 
Never  do  the  mountams  look  so  ter  and  now  with  sobs  ;  the  moon- 
black  as  they  do  when,  on  nights  light  is  not  tempted  by  the  en- 
like  these,  each  ridge  on  their  sum-  chanter's  voice,  and  will  not^let 
mit,  and  each  tiniest  curve  and  herself  be  drawn  down  to  the  en- 
angle  of  outline,  is  thrown  out  in  chanter's  embrace. 
startling  contrast  to  the  shining  It  was  such  an  evening  as  this 
background.  Never  do  the  rocks  to-day — ^glory  everywhere  else,  and 
frown  more  heavily,  nor  the  valley  blackness  here.  But  the  valley 
wrap  itself  up  more  gloomily  in  its  had  another  voice  to-niffht  besides 
depth  of  darkness,  than  when  the  tiie  moaning  Djemis  ;  tor  Dr  E[o« 
rest  of  the  world  is  flooded  and  kovics,  as  a  last  melancholy  con* 
silvered  with  the  moonlight.  tribution  to  the  amusement  of  the 
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faAt- waning  public,  was  wandering  catching  cold  which  caused  the  wia- 
about  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  mak-  dow  to  be  closed  so  hastily.  Moon- 
ing night  hideous  with  some  bulky  light  nights  are  quite  as  condu- 
wind-instrumont  of  awful  power,  cive  to  mental  as  to  bodily  indis- 
The  public  was  decidedly  amused,  positions.  She  was  still  struggling 
but  scarcely  as  the  doctor  had  in-  "  with  the  bolt,  when  all  at  once 
tended.  Some  ungrateful  people  a  figure  became  visible  outside, 
laughed,  some  shut  their  ears,  others  It  seemed  to  dip  up  suddenly  and 
their  windows.  silently   out   of  the  darkness,  and 

Gretchen  also  shut  her  window  at  was  close  below  the  window  before 

last.     She  must  have  been  in  a  very  she  had  noticed  its  approach, 

unusual  state  of  mind,  for  she  did  Gretchen  opened  the  pane  curi- 

not  see   anything  either  absurd  or  ouslv  a  little  way,  and  looked  out. 

irritatingiinthedoctor'si^rt^e^/torw.  The  figure  had  come  to  a  hsdt 

The    air   which    his  instrument  just  below  the  window,  and   was 

wailed  forth  was  familiar  to  her.  standing  with  upturned  face. 

It  was  a  Pioumanian   song,  a  fa-  ^^Ma(femoiselie,est-cevous?^^SLsked 

vourite  among  the  peasants  of  the  a  woman's  voice, 

valley, — a  rough  ditty,  treating  of  Gretchen  recognised  the  French- 

the   **  Herb    Forgetf  ulness  " —  the  woman  who  was  in  charge  of  Prin- 

magic  plant  whose  taste  destroys  cess  Tryphosa's  child, 

memory,  and  which  the  dams  of  A  small  three-cornered  note  waa 

the  flock  search  on  the  mountain-  handed  up  to  her, — a  very  heavily 

tops,    in    order   to   blot   out    the  scented   little    note,    fragrant   aa 

memory  of  their  butchered  lambs,  some    rich    exotic    flower.     That 

Even  the  words  were  not  strange  same   perfume  seemed   always  ta 

to  Gretchen  :  she  knew   by  heart  hang  about  the  Princess  herself, 

the  verse  in  which  the  dying  Rou-  Gretchen  opened  the  note  with 

maniaii  girl  calls  on  her  lover  to  an  uneasy  conscience.   It  contained 

seek  forgetfulness  in  the  mountain-  only  a  few  lines,  begging  her  eam- 

herb  : —  estly    and    urgently    to  visit  the 

'*  Hast^  thee  to  the  hills,  my  love,  Princess  at  once.     It  gave  no  mc 

Since  cold  death  doth  bid  us  part;  tive  for  the  request. 

High  up  grows  the  magic  her!)  "Is    the   Princess   ill?"   asked 

That  will  cure  thine  aching  heart."  Gretchen,  somewhat  startled. 

To  which  the  lover  makes  reply—  "  Madame  est  tr^  fatignee,'' saii 

«*Tii8ted  I  each  fragrant  herb,  ^^^  ™ai^-     Madame  had  been  all 

Sipped  I  of  each  dewy  flower,  day   m   bed,   and   had   only   now 

Drive  thine  imago  from  my  hnj.ast,  made   the  great  effort  of  putting 

Sweetheart,   none  could  have    the  on  her  dressing-gown.     She  hoped 

power. '*  that    Mademoiselle    would   be  so 

Having  recalled  this  verse  to  kind  as  to  come  at  once, 
her  memory,  Gretchen,  somewhat  "  Yes,  I  shall  come,"  said  Gret- 
hastily,  closed  the  window.  In  chen.  The  request  was  strange, 
the  combination  of  the  melancholy  unexpected,  and  anceremonious, 
music  and  the  far-off  moonlight  but,  despite  her  alarm,  she  felt  no 
she  had  recognised  two  elements  desire  to  avoid  the  meeting.  Thongh 
which  possessed  the  power  of  de-  nothing  further  should  come  of  it, 
veloping  certain  dangerous  germs  it  would  at  least  shorten  by  an 
of  thought,  of  whose  existence  she  hour  the  long  sleepless  night  which 
was  conscious.  The  night  air  was  she  saw  before  her.  Anything  re- 
chill ;  but  it  was  not  the  fear  of  sembling  an  adventure  was  welcome 


1886.]  7A«  WiOen  ^-^hrstdM.— iWi 

to  her  oventraiaed  nerrefl.     She  oodar  tfaeiii,l&y  theTemaine  of  the 

slipped  noiseleaaly  from  her  room,  matilated  amberroduy ;  next  to  it, 

and,  guided  by  Fanchette,Tei78oon'  th«  last  PaaldeKook  novel.    They 

reached  Tryphosa'e  apartments.  lay  there  as  if  flang  aside  att  useless, 

The  Princess  was  sitting  Then  — 4S  if  comfort  had  been  nought  in 

Gretchen  entered  :    she  rose  very  both,  and  found  in  neither, 

slowly,  and  saluted  the  visitor.  "  Good  evening,  mademoiselle," 

The  room  was  Tryphosa's  bed-  said  the    Prinoees,    as    she    row 

room,  and  a  low  lamp  burnt  on  the  heavily  from  her  ohair.     "I  am.. 

table.     It  poured  a  bright  glare  on  gntefal  to  you  for  having  o<Hne, 

the  floor,    and    illuminat^    Try-  and  having  oome  so  qniok." 

phoua's    fi^re  distinctly    to    the  -   '  It   was  evident  that  the  rapid-    : 

height  of  her  waist.     Above  that  ity  of  Gretohen's  appeannoe  nad 

the  china  shade  dimmed  the  outline  mnoh  snrpriaed  the  writer  of  the  ' 

of    tfaingB, — of    Tryphosa's    faoe,  note.     At  all  times  Gretohen  iraaft  ' 

amongst  other  things.  paxaletoTryphosa:  her  energy,  hor    . 

Gretchenglancedcnriouslyronnd  deoision,  the  ease  with  wbitu  ah* 

her.     The  room  in  its  fundamental  oame  to  a  resolution,  and  the  t%-  | 

arrangement   had   not  been   very  pidity  with  which  she  acted  ntxm  - 

differentfrommostEuropean rooms  i^  were  alike  strange,  bewildering^ 

with  which  she  had  been  acquaint-  and  tantalising  to  the  slow  Ron-   ', 

ed  :  it  had  a  bed,  a  press,  a  sofa,  manian  ;  bat  this  case  was  eiped-  ^ 

a  polished  table  ;   but  an  oriental  ally  salient.    Considering  that  it 

influence  was  visible  on  them  all.  had  taken  Tryphosa    the    whola 

On  the  bed  there  was  flung  a  silken  forenoon  to  mature  the  idea  whioli 

cover,  Bu  subtly  blended  in  colour  bad  first  dawned  in  Ker  mind  yes* 

that  it  told  its  Eastern  tale  at  the  tepday,  she  sat  at  the  foot  of  tint  '■ 

first  glance.    Between  the  doors  of  beech-tree,  and  thitt  it  had  takoi 

the  half-open  press  there  shone  the  herthewholeaftemoontofsbrioattt- 

foldn  of  a  Turkish  shawl ;    on  the  the  note  of  summons  which  wa« 

sofa    were    cushions    of    oriental  the  point  and  upshot  of  her  medi- 

embroidory  ;  thick  Persian  carpets  tations,  it  was  a  little  startling  to 

rclievt'd  the  bareness  of  the  polisned  find  that  it  had  taken   Gretchen 

floor.     The  very  towels  were  not  only  ten  minutes  to   answer  that 

at  all  like  the  towelu  which  Oret-  summons.    If  Gretohen's  thoughts^ 

chen  had  ever  seen  before  :    each  words,  and  deeds  had  progressed 

comer,    a    delicate     intricate     of  at  the  same  rate  as  did  Tryphosa's, 

golileii  anil  silken  threads,  would  her  appearance  here  ought  to  have 

have    been    treated    with    tender  taken    place  about  this .  time  to- 

adoration  by  any  member  of  any  morrow. 

ari-iR'edlework  society.  It  is  as  After  the  first  greeting.  Try- 
natural  for  a  Roumanian  woman  nhosa  put  out  her  hand,  taking 
to  drag  about  with  her  her  carpets  Gretchen's  fingers  in  hers,  drew 
and  her  embroidered  pillows,  as  it  the  girl  slowly  forward  until  the 
is  for  an  English  lady  to  travel  lammight  was  full  upon  her  face, 
with  her  patent  waterproof  and  Gretchen  remained  passive ;  the 
fitted  toilet-case.  Princess's  eyes  were  fixed  on  her 

On  the  table  there  lay  two  soft  face,  steadily  and  scrutinisingly, — 
feather-  fans,  ruflling  and  fluttering  reading  her  face,  line  by  line,  spell- 
noiselessly  at    each    breath  of   air  ing  out  the  meaning,  very  sloirly 
which  touched  them.     Beside  the  but  very  surely, 
feather-fans,  or  rather  half  buried  Gretohen  saw  that  the  Prineen 
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herpolf  was  very  pale, — that  her  her  lips  and  the  little  silver  plate, 
dead  black  hair  and  eyes  made  her  What  she  said  then  was  sufficient- 
face  look  unnaturally  white,     liar    ly  startling. 

eyelids   were  heavy  too,   but  the        "  Mademoiselle,  we  ought  to^hate 
rich  curve  of  her  lips  w^as  brightly    each  other." 
red  as  ever.  "I  hope    not,"    said  Gretchen, 

After  that  one  long  look  into  hastily  ]>utting  down  her  plate. 
Gretchen's  face,  Tryphosa  let  go  She  had  not  allowed  herself  to 
the  hand  she  held,  and  with  a  make  any  conjectures  as  to  what 
bitter  sigh  turned  aside.  Then  Trypho*»a's  meaning  might  be  in 
she  sat  down,  asking  Gretchen  sending  for  her  thus.  She  had 
with  a  movement  lo  do  the  same,    come   here   with   much   curiosity, 

It  was  all  very  solemn  and  some  anxiety,  and  a  little  uncer- 
very  mysterious,  thought  Gretch-  tain,  undefined  hope, 
en  ;  beginning  inwardly  to  wonder  Tryjjhosa  swallowed  another 
why  she  had  been  sent  for,  and  mouthful  of  the  dulc/tia,  and 
when  the  Princess  was  going  to  said,  "  You  are  very  beautiful." 
break  the  long  silence  that  fol-  She  said  it  merely  as  if  stating 
lowed.  a  bare  fact,  not  with  flattery,  ana 

The  Princess  was  watching  the    scarcely  with  bitterness, 
door,  with  an  evident  look  of  ex-        "  And    are    you    not    beautiful 
pectancy   on  her  face.     Grctclien    yourself  ?  "  said  Gretchen,  flushing; 
found   herself  watching   the  door    "  and    is  that  a   reason    why   we 
too,  and  wondering  with  tropida-    should  hate  each  other?" 
tion  who  or  what  the  Princess  was        "  And  he  thinks  so." 
waitin^|:  for.  It   was  a  continuation   of    her 

The  door  opened,  and  there  en-    former  phrase  upon  which  the  Prin- 
tered — a  tray  of  dulcHlu^  borr.e  by    cess  was  still  engagetl. 
a  servant.     Could  that  have  been        The  flush  spread  higher  on  Gret- 
what  the  Princess  was  waiting  for  ?    chen's  face,  but  she  kept  silent. 
Yes,  evidently  and  obviously.     A        **  I  ought  to  hate  you,"  said  the 
gradual  look  of  satisfaction  suilused    Princess,  in  her  deep,  calm  voice  ; 
Try] )hosa's  face.     She  superintend-    **  but  I  liked   you  at  first,  and  I 
ed    the   })lacing  of   the  dish,   and    cannot  change  so  soon." 
with  a  whispered  direction   to  the        The  thought  in  Tryphosa's  mind, 
servant,  dismissed    liim    from  the    which  she  intended  to  express,  was, 
room.  that  having  begun  by  liking  Gret- 

AVhen  the  door  was  closed  again,    chen,  it  would  have  taken  her  too 
it  was  evident  that  the  real   busi-    long  to  undo   that  liking  and  to 
ness  of  the  evening  was  going  to    mature  a  dislike  in  its  place, 
begin.     Princess  Tryphosa's  nation        "If  I  had  known  what  you  were 
has  borrowed  many  I  urkish  habits;    going  to  do,  I  should  have  began 
and  no  Turk  will  proceed  to  busi-    by  hating  you." 
ness,  or  pronounce  a  word    upon        "  And  what  have  I  done  ? " 
any  subject  of  importance,  until  the        Oh  the  fixed  stare  of  those  great 
guest  has  partaken  of  refreshment,    dark  eyes  !     It  was  hard  to  bear  it 

Gretchen  found  herself  helped  to  unflinchingly.  The  Princess  very 
some  sickly  sweet  stuff,  which  she  deliberately  put  down  her  silver 
detested  at  the  first  mouthful.  plate,    and    quite  as  deliberately 

Tryphosa  did   not    speak  until    took  up  a  feather-fan  before  she 
after  her  spoon  had  travelled  sev-    spoke, 
eral  times  up  and  down  between        *<  You  have  taken   away  from 
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me  the  man  I  love  ;  yon   hsve  en,  and  ahe  Went  to  the  i 

robhed  me  of  the  love  of  btv&n  tried  it.    The  hsifdle  movea  ii        r^ 

Tolnay."  .  but  the  door  remained  fixed. 

The  word  was  spoken  at  last,  remembered  now  that  wt 

the  name  was  said  ;  their  eyes  met  word  of  direction  to  the.i     \ 

steadily.      They  looked    at '  eadi  and  a  sort  of  terror  came  oy  \ 

other,  these  two  women,  as  only  Was  she  oanght  iA  a  trap  ? 
rivals  can  look, — the  one  so  splen*       She  went  to  the  window  ;  it  v 

didly  dark,  the  other  so  gloriously  half  dosed,  fmd  from  t      hi! 

fair  ;  the  one  like  light  the  other  i^iposite,  where  the  j        v 

like  shade,  yet  both  so  beantifoL  creeping  down,  chary  of 

The  black  eyes  were  the  deepest,  dons  beams,    the    sound    oi 

the  most  intense  in  the  heat  of  wailinff   FlQffdh&m   sitill   floa 

their  slow-smouldering  fire  ;  but  the  diamaUy  on  tne  air.  * 

grey  eyes  could  flash  as  brightly,       ^I'can  call   for  somebody  «to 

and  that  slight  figure  could  draw  open  the' door,"  ahe  said,  tnmu 

itself  up  with  as  much  proud  self*  to  l^yphosa.      **  I  think  I  i 

reliance.  oalL'' 

"  And  you  sent  for  me  to  tell  me       "Ton  will  not.^* 
that?"  said  Gretchen,  in  a  voice      .The  words   were   very  dowly 

which  was  hardly  quite  steady.  aaad,  very  calmly,  and  yet  verfj    ' 

This  sudden  attack,  so  cruelly  deddedly. 

plain,  so  plainlv  pathetic,  seized  ^^  They  took  hold  of  Ghnetdien  as     :• 

upon    her    soul    with    a    fearful  if  they  had   been  living   handik 
strength.    It  was  too    little  Eu-«She  began  to  understand  the  Ja» ! 

ropean,  too  much  oriental ;  there  tent  stren^h  which  existed  deq»'  . 

was  not  enough  of  regard  paid  to  down  in  this  woman^s  soul — so  deep;:- 

the  polite  usages  of  society,  and  down  that  a  refleotibn  of  it  rwdy  - 

there  was  too  much   of  bare,  un-  readied  the  surface. 
adorned,    purely    human    feeling.        ^  I  shall  not  let  you  go,"  said 

Human  feeling  in  this  undisguised  Tryphosa,    in   the   same  subdued 

state  is  so  seldom  to  be  seen  now-  voice,  "  until   you   have  told  me 

adays,  smothered  as  it  is  in  con-  what  I  want  tP  know,   and  until 

ventional  wrappings  six-fold  thick,  I  have  told   you  what   you  must 

that   when  it   is   seen   out  of  its  know.     Let  us  not  argue.     1  mean 

wrappings,  it  startles  us  disagree-  to  do  it,  and  I  am  very  desperate." 
ably,  as  something  jarring,  some-        Gretchen  felt  that  what  she  said 

thing  raw — something  too  strong,  ^^as  true,  and  that  what  she  meant 

too  coarsely  vigorous,  for  our  ten-  to  do,  she  would  do.    Against  her 

derly  bred  nerves.  own  positive  will,  she  obeyed* 

^'Ves,   1   have  sent  for  you  to        She  sat  down  again  impatient- 

tell  you  that  mademoiselle."  ly,   and,  snatching  up  the  second 

'^  Then,     Princess,     I     think    I  mther-fan  from  the  table,  began 

shall   go    home,"    said    Gretchen,  to  fan  her  face. 
rising.  "  Princess,"  she  said,  with  a  sort      ' 

"  1  think  not,"  said  the  Princess,  of  rebellious  resignation,  "  if  you 

"  And  why  not,  pray  ?  "  have  indeed  any  questions  to  ask 

Tryphosa^s  eyes  travelled  round  me,     please     ask    them    quickly. 

the  room,  and  came  back  to  Gret-  Though  you    have    me    in    your  -  / 

chen.  power  at  this  moment,  you  can-    . 

^'  Because  the  door  is  locked."  not  intend  to  keep  me  prisoner 

"  I  don't  believe  it,"  said  Gretch-  aD  night." 
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As  she  said  it,  her  eyes  fell  on  slower   than  usual.      "  It  is   very 

the  spot  from  whicli  she  liad  just  simple,   my   question  ;  has  Istvan 

lifted  the  fan  :  there   was   a  tiny  Tolnay   told    you   that    he    loves 

dagger    lying   there,  stuck    in   an  you  ? " 

enamelled  sheath.     It  was  the  same  ^^  You  have  no  right  to  ask  me 

which  the  small  Codran  was  accus-  that,"    crieii     Gretchen,     meeting 

tomed  to  wear  at  his  belt.      Gret-  Tryphosa's   gaze.      "  I    refuse    to 

chen  had  drawn  it  once  when  she  answer  your  question." 

was  playing  with  the  boy,  and  she  "Has   Istvan   Tolnay  told    you 

knew  that  the  point  was  of  sharp  that  he  loves  you?" 

bright  steel.  Gretchen  kept  silent. 

The  memory  of  that  bright  point  Tryphosa  repeated  the  question 

grow   distinct   before   her  at   this  a  third  time,  never   removing  her 

moment.     Thinking  of  it  in  con-  eyes  from  Gretchen's  face, 

nection    with   that   calm   gaze   of  Again  that  something  undefined,, 

despair    in    Tryphosa's   eyes,   the  which  she  could  not  explain,  and 

bright  steel  point  was  by  no  means  from  which  she  could  not  escape, 

reassuring.  took   hold   of  her,   and  Gretchen 

"  I   am    very    desperate,"    Try-  answered  impatiently — 

phosa  had  said,  and  she  had  said  it  '*  Yes,  he  has." 

so  quietly  that  the  words  sounded  Not  the  smallest  change  became 

all  the  more  terrible.  visible   in   Tryphosa^s     face  :   she 

Gretchen  glanced   at  that  well-  was   quite  aware  of  the   answer, 

shaped   hand  which  held  the  fea-  but  she  had   put   it   on  one  side, 

ther-fan  just   now^  :    it  could  hold  as  it  were,  for  later  consideration, 

that  little   dagger    as   firmly,    no  being   still   busy   with   something 

doubt.  else. 

She  had   grown  a  shade   paler,  "  I  have  a  right  to  the  question, 

but   she   did   not  move   from  her  and  you  shall  hear  what  it  is  pres- 

placc  :  she  remained  with  her  eyes  ently." 

fixed   on   the  jewelled  knife,   too  There  was  a  short  silence.     In 

proud   to   show  the  alarm   which  spite  of  all  her  fears,  Gretchen  felt 

might  turn  out  to  be  a  foolish  fear,  curious.     The   soft  flutter  of  the 

and   yet  not    quite   able    to    look  fans  was  the   only   sound   in   the 

away   from  that  narrow  coloured  room.      Tryphosa's    fan    fluttered 

case  where  lay  hidden  from  sight  slowly,  ponderously,  in  long  calm 

that  bright  point  of  steel.     It  was  sweeps  ;    Gretchen  s    fan    moved 

a  consoling  reflection,  at  any  rate,  restlessly,    quivering   in   her  hand 

to  think  that,  even  crediting   the  like   an   imprisoned  bird,  up  and 

l*rincess   with  so   bloodthirsty  an  down,   in   short,  feverish   strokes, 

intention,  the   execution   was   not  restless  and  unequal, 

likely   to   be    rapid.      There   cer-  They   had    been   silent    over  a 

taiiily    would   be    a    margin    left  minute,    when   Tryphosa   stopped 

for  defence.  fanning  herself,  and   clasped   tier 

Gretchen  had  asked  the  Princess  two  hands  against  her  breast  with 

to  put  her  questions  quicklv,  and  a  sort  of  well -pondered  vehemence. 

Tryphosa  was  honestly  anxious  to  Her  lips  were  trembling,  and  her 

follow  the  demand  ;  but  the  very  eyebrows  drawn  together  with  a 

word  "  quick  "  sounded  like  irony  j)ainf ul  contraction, 

when  applied  to  Tryphosa.  "  My  God  ! "  she  muttered.  "  He 

*'Yes,  I  am   going  to  tell   you  has  told  her  that  he  loves  her. 

quickly,"  she  said,  speaking  rather  That  is  my  death  !  " 
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She  paused  for  a  minute,  then       "Tod  long !    Do";       .J    :: 
she  raked   her  eyed    again  ;    the.  No, it  is  not  that,    u  x  y         w 

heavy  lids,  heayily  fringed,  rolled  do  a  thing,  I  do  it.    It  .may  ud 

up  slowly — a   curtain,  which  dig-  long,   but  I  do  iu    It  di  J 

closed  a  world  of  beauty  below.  matter  whether .  at!  < 

**  And  you  ?    Do  you  think  yon  dowly  or  quickly— ^niy  i^nav 

will  marry  him?''  done.*  It  is  not  that,^  e 

Did  she  think  she  would  marry  the  Princess,  heavily  r 

bim  ?  why,  that  was  the  very  qtiea-  the  ]^int  in  question — ^neaviij,  - 

tion    which    had  been  Gretchen's  nnfulingly ; 'Met^nsnotbefoo 

torment  throughout  every  weary  It  is  only  that  it  would  be  noipM 

hour  of  this  weary  day  ;  that  was  He  wonid  hate  me  for       i  •- 

the  question  to  which  since  mom*  bed  the  woman  he  loi       ,  .^jr 

ing  she  had  vainly  sought  to  find  loves  yon — ^now.    If  y<     an 

an  answer.  of  that  knife,  throw  it  i(i     \'' 

"Don't  ask    me, — oh,    I  don't       Gretohen  remained    soomfoUy 

know,"  she  answered  hurriedly.  sUent ;  she  did  not  even  look  to-  V 

*^  You  don't  know  ?  then  I  shall  wards  the  knif^. 
tell   you :    you    dare  not   marry       The  original  question  appeared 

him  ! "  to  have  beoome  merged  into  this 

'^  And  why  not  ?"  flide>queBtion«      Gretohen,    there;^  ;' 

At  the  defiance  her  pride  had  forieuwas  not  a  little  pussled  when  : 

risen  already,  armed  to  the  teeth  the  Princess  now  repeated — 
in  its  own  defence.  Under  this  new       "Why  not?    I  shall  tell   yoU'' 

phase  of  danger  she  f  oreot  even  why  not." 
her  fear  of  that  sharp  steel  point.  one   had    foigotten    her   ei 

To   her    surprise    she    was    re-  words,  but  Trvpnosa  never  ; 

minded  of  it  in  the  next  instant.  anything  she  had  once  ihon  j 

For  some  minutes  past  Tryphosa  understood. 
had  been  intently  wondering  what        **  You    dare  not  marry    Istv&n 

could  be  the  meaning  of  the  fixed  Tolnay,   because  I  have   a  better 

gaze  which  Gretchen  had  fastened  right  to    him.     Yen    have  taken 

upon  the  little  dagger  on  the  table,  him  away  from  me." 
She  had  readied  a  satisfactory  con-        "  I  have  not  taken  him  away  ; 

elusion  now.  he  has  taken  himself  away.** 

"  T  know  what  you   are   afraid        "  Will  you  listen  to  what  I  say  ? 

of,  mademoiselle,"  she  said  ;  "you  I  say,  I  have  a  better  right  to  him. 

are  afraid  of  that  knife  and  of  my  He  saw  me  before  he  saw  you,  and 

desj»air.     You  think  I  am  going  to  he  loved  me  before  he  loved   you. 

stab  you."  And  that  is  not  all  ;  he  promised 

Tliis  again  was  very  plain — fear-  to  marry  me  long  before  he  knew 

fully  jjlain  ;  and  Gretchen  recoiled,  that  you  existed." 
as  if  iht^  words  had  been  a  blow.  An     exclamation     of    disbelief 

The  situation    was   so  painfully  broke  from  Gretchen's  lips.  She  had 

intense,  that   nothing   but  an  at-  known  of  the  last  year's  flirtation 

tempt  at    lightness    could   relieve  between  Tryphosa  and  Tolnay;  she 

the    strain   of  tension.      Gretchen  had  even  this  year  watched  its  last 

made  that  attempt.  lingering  remnants  ;  but  she  had 

''I  don  t  think  you   would   sue-  never  guessed  at  any  thing  so  grave 

ceed/'  she  laughed  a  little  harshly,  as  this,  at  promises  made  and  not 

''It  would   take   you  too  long  to  held.     The    thing  was  too    mon* 

<lo  it."  strous  to   be  grasped.    Was  thia 
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not  only  the  invention  of  a  jealous  if  she  had  been  suddenly  plunged 
woman  ?  into  ice-cold  water,  which  had  cut 
"  Listen  ;  this  is  not  yet  all.  I  her  breath  short  for  a  moment, 
have  more  rights  than  this.  I  have  Was  it  her  sense  of  hearing  or  her 
given  up  everything  for  him."  The  sense  of  understanding  which  was 
Frinc^ss  sat  up  on  the  sofa  now,  at  fault  ?  Did  she  hear  aright  ? 
and  the  hand  which  held  the  feather-  Of  course  she  heard  aright ;  it  was 
fan  trembled.  **  I  have  waited  only  her  ignorance  which  was  to 
patiently  for  years  for  him.  I  have  blame.  She  had  not  mastered  the 
allowed  my  name  to  be  talked  of  A  B  C  of  the  strange  Roumanian 
lightly  for  his  sake.  1  have  made  nation.  Tryphosa's  words  were  a 
my  child  fatherless.  I  liave  sacri-  shock  to  her  own  stern  principles  ; 
ficed " — there  was  a  momentary  but,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Princess 
pause,  which  seemed  to  promise  was  rather  behindhand  in  this 
a  climax — "  I  have  sacrificed  my  matter.  Most  Roumanian  women 
journey  to  Paris  this  year — and  all  of  her  age  have  two  husbands  alive 
for  him."  at  a  time  ;  and  any  lady  who  con- 
There  was  a  touch  of  absurdity,  tents  herself  with  conjugal  affec- 
after  all,  in  the  midst  of  the  pathos,  tion  is  looked  upon  as  eccentric, 
But  to  a  Roumanian  there  was  unfashionable,  not  to  say  dowdy, 
nothing  ludicrous  about  it.  To  It  is  nothing  at  all  unusual  in  a 
sacrifice  a  Parisian  journey  is  to  Bucharest  salon  to  see  a  lady  enter 
sacrifice  something  sacred,  some-  on  the  arm  of  her  third  husband, 
thing  inestimably  precious ;  for  smilingly  return  the  courteous 
to  Roumanian  women  the  word  bows  of  her  two  first  lords,  and 
<*Pari8"isas  sweet  as  the  word  in  the  course  of  the  evening  per- 
**  paradise  " — perhaps,  if  the  truth  haps  begin  to  throw  languishing 
were  known,  sweeter.  glances  toward    the   one   destined 

".I  have  made  my  child    father-  to  become  her  fourth, 
less;" — those  were  the  words  which  Tryphosa,  seeing  Gretchen's  too 
struck  Gretchen's  ear.     She   heard  evident  distress,  good-naturedly  ex- 
no   others,   and    she    stared   with  ])lained — 

horror  at  the  Princess,  and   from  "  I  married  very  young  ;  not  be- 

the  Princess  to  the  jewelled  sheath  cause   I  wanted  but   because  they 

on  the  table.  all  wanted  it,  and  really  it  was  not 

"  What  ?"  she  stammered,  trem-  worth  while  fighting  about    it.     I 

bling; "  you  have — you  have" — she  could  have  got  separated  any  day 

could  not  finish  her  own    extrava-  I  liked,  for   hi  our  country    it    is 

gant  thought.     She  recovered  her-  made  easy  for  us  women  ;  but  I 

self,  and   asked,  "When  did  your  should  not  have  taken  the  trouble^ 

husband  die  ?"  only — 1    met    Istvan     Tolnav.     I 

A  slow  stare  was  the  answer.  saw  him  one  year,  and  I  lovetl  him 

"My  husband  die?     lie  is  not  the  next   year;  I  shall   be  forced 

dead."  to  love  him  all  my  life." 

"  Not  dead  ? "  Gretchen   got  to  She  spoke  in  a  tone   of  convic- 

her     feet    shivering.       "  Princess  tion  ;   and,  no   doubt,   she    s|K>ke 

Tryphosa,  are  you  not  a  widow?"  truly.     Tryphosa  would  never  find 

"  lie   is   not  dead,    he  is  alive,  time  for  more  than  one  passion  in 

He   lives   in    Bucharest.     We  are  a  lifetime. 

separated ;  but   I   see  him    often.  It    was    a     hard    moment     for 

We  are  very  good  friends."  Gretchen.      Two  feelings    fought 

Gretchen  stood  aghast,  feeling  as  within    her — disgust     and     pity* 
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She   was   horrified   at  Tryphosa's  mother's  words,  Kurt's  debts  rose 

confession  ;   she    was  touched  by  up  and  confronted  her. 

her  boundless  love.  "  It  would  be  no  good  my  pro- 

"  What  is  it  you  want  of  me  ?  "  mising,"   she   said    at    last ;    that 

she  asked  in  a  whisj)er.  would  not  give  you  back  his  love."^ 

The  Princess    reflected    deeply.  "  It  would  be  some  goo(i  ; "  and 

"  Justice,"  she  said  at  last.  the  Princess  frowned  as  if  in  heavy 

**  I  do  not  understfind  you."  thought.     "  He  loves  you  now,  but 

"  He   has   sworn    that    he   will  he  would  come  back  to  me  in  time, 

marry  me.     He  has  not  sworn  it  I  know  it ;  he  cannot  be  true  ta 

once,  but  twenty  times.     Do  you  any  woman  for  long." 

not  see  that  I  am  ruined  if  he  does  "  You   say    that    and    yet    you 

not  hold  to  what  he  has  sworn  ?  "  love  him  ?  " 

"  If   he    has    sworn    it,  he    will  "  I  do  not   think  he  is  a  good 

keep  it,   of  course.     What  is  the  man, — I  think  he  is  bad;  and  yet 

use  of  addressing  me  ?"  I  love  him — madly." 

Tlie   Princess    only   shook    her  There  was  a  fearful  suggestion 

head,     "  What  I    ask   of   you    is,  of  suppressed  strength  in  that  one 

that    you    should    promise   not  to  word, 

marry  him."  "  I  would  sacrifice  everything  in 

"  I  will  not  bind  myself  by  any  the  world  for  the  sake  of  my  child, 

])romise,"  sai<l  Gretchen,  between  but  I  would  sacrifice  my  child  for 

pride  and  perplexity.     **  Let  me  go  the  sake  of  him.     Do  you  believe 

now,  Princess — I  have  listened  long  now  that  I  love  him  ?  " 

enough.  There  was  no  answer  possible — 

"  You  must  listen  to  nie  longer,"  none  that  would  not  have  sounded 

said    the    Princess.     "  You  cannot  weak   after   those    slow,   burnmg 

do    me    this    injustice  :    you    love  words.     The  revelation  of  passion 

justice,  and  you  love  truth."  beneath   this  sluggish  surface  was 

**  But    /.<  this    truth  I  "  thought  overwhelming;  it  stunned  Gretchen 

(^retchon,  in  an  agony  of  doubt.  for  a  moment. 

Had     Tryphosa     modified     the  "  Will  you  give  me  the  promise 

crudcness   of  her  story,  Gretchen  now?" 

might  have  been    convinced  ;  but  "Oh,    1     don't    know — I    don't 

when  thus  presented   to  her  in  all  know  !  "    cried    (Tretchen,  Hinging 

its  hideousness  of  broken  promises  her  hands  over  her  face.     "  Let  me 

and   heartless  desertion,  the  inex-  think." 

perienced    girl,    shocked   and    dis-  "  As  long  as  you  like." 

irusted,  shrank  back,  taking  refuge  How  strange  the  deliberate  words 

in    disbelief.     However  much  she  sounded  after  the  last  that  had  been 

might  have    sighed  for   liberty   a  said  !     The  request  appeared  per- 

few  hours  since,  her  j)ride  revolted  fectly   natural   to   Tryphosa  :  she 

against  havinix  the  gift  forced  on  was  accustomed  to  think  so  much 

\wx  by  another   woman.     Doubts  and  so  slowly  herself,  that  it  was 

were   obscuring    her    mind.      To  not   surprising    to   hear  Gretchen 

reject   Try})hosa's   demand,  or  to  say,  "  Let  me  think." 

throw   oviT   Istvan    Tolnay   after  She  took  up  her  fan  again.     Her 

having  jjlayed  thus   fast  and  loose  features  were  heavily  passive,  but 

with  him, — of  the  two  which  would  the  fingers  which  closed  over  the 

be  the  greater  sin  ?  handle  clutched  it  convulsively. 

Every     trifle     grew      fearfully  She   would    wait   like   that   for 

weighty     at     this   moment.     Her  an    hour    with    perfect   patience. 
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Gretchen  felt  it ;  she  would  wait 
like  that  tlio  whole  night  immov- 
ably. Prinri'Ss  Tryphosa's  patience 
filled  her  with  a  blank  hopelessness. 
It  was  strange  that,  after  all  her 
agonies  of  to-day,  she  should  not 
grasp  at  the  ]»roniise  as  a  heaven- 
sent moans  of  escape  ;  and  yet  it 
was  not  so  very  strange  either,  for 
the  mvaterv  of  a  Avoman's  heart 
is  the  only  labyrinth  to  which  no 
clue  has  been  invented,  nor  ever 
will  be  found.  (Tretchen  had  muc^h 
obstinacv,  and  she  felt  she  would 
do  a  great  deal  rather  than  be 
forced  into  a  promise  ;  but  her  ob- 
stinacv beside  that  of  the  Princess 
was  like  the  resistance  of  a  prickly 
hedge  beside  that  of  a  wall  of  gran- 
ite blocks.  One  of  the  two  must 
break  the  silence,  and  she  knew 
that  Princess  Tryphosa  would  not 
do  so. 

Gretchen  removed  her  hands  and 
made  one  more  attempt. 

"It  is  no  use  asking  me  to  pro- 
mise," she  said.  "  If  it  is  true  that 
Baron  Tolnav  has  sworn  that  he 
will  marrv  you,  then  why  do  you 
not  appeal  straight  to  him?" 

**  Do  vou  think  that  I  have  not 
appealed  to  him  ? '  said  Tryphosa, 
wi  h  a  sort  of  bitter  frankness.  I 
sent  him  word  that  he  w.is  to  come 
to  me  to-day,  and  he  has  not  come. 
I  asked  for  five  minutes'  interview  ; 
he  has  taken  no  notice.  I  begged 
for  one  sign  from  him  ;  he  has 
given  me  none.  That  is  the  way 
he  spurns  me  now." 

TJu'  words  miijlit  have  sounded 
like  abject  humility,  but  for  the 
sullen  pride  with  which  the  ad- 
mission was  made. 

(TrctclHMi  stood  uncertain,  won- 
di-rin;;  how  it  was  to  end.  Slie 
felt  that  Trvphosa  was  rea<iing 
her  face  again,  with  that  search- 
ing look.  The  fan  had  sto]>]>ed 
moving  ;  a  new  thought  was  dawn- 
ing in  Tryj>hosa's  mind.  After  a 
little  it  reached  the  surface.     Gret- 


chen saw  the  light  in  her  eyes 
before  she  was  surprised  by  the 
unexpected  question. 

"1  ell  me  this  :  do  you  love  Ist- 
vanTolnay?" 

The  fixed  stare  was  hard  to 
stand,  but  Gretchen  would  not 
drop  her  eyes.  She  gazed  back 
steadilv,  though  she  felt  the  colour 
ebbing  from  her  cheek.  That 
(][uestion  at  least  she  ha<l  a  right 
not  to  answer :  she  stood  and 
stared  back  at  her  questioner. 

Tryphosa  raised  the  fan  to  her 
li])s,  and  with  her  teeth  slowly 
drajjired  out  one  of  the  scarlet 
feathers  of  the  edge.  It  was  the 
only  sign  she  gave  of  the  suspense 
which  was  devouring  her  ;  but  it 
told  more  than  sighs  and  tears 
could  have  told.  The  way  in 
which  it  was  done  made  Gretchen 
shudder,  and  look  back  from  the 
Princess  to  the  enamelled  sheath 
on  the  table.  Yes,  that  woman  was 
quite  caj)able  of  a  heroic  crime. 

"  I  see,"  said  the  Princess,  after 
a  long  pause — "  I  see  ;  of  course 
you  love  him.  It  could  not  be 
otherwise." 

A  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling 
came  over  Gretchen  ;  every  pulse 
throbbed  tumultously — she  seemed 
to  lose  sight  and  hearing. 

"  No,  1  do  not  love  him  I  "  she 
cried  jjassionately,  thrown  off  her 
guard  for  the  moment.  "  I  do  not 
love  ]5aron  Tolnav.      I  swear  that 

to 

he  is  nothing  to  me  !  "  And  then 
the  mist  seemed  to  clear  from  her 
eyes,  and  she  saw  Tryphosa  bend- 
ing forward,  with  the  red  feather 
still  held  bitten  between  her  teeth. 
There  was  no  trium]>h  in  her 
eyes  :  wide-open  and  dull,  they 
were  tixed  full  on  Gretchen's  face. 
It  was  im])ossible  to  read  whether 
dis])leasure  or  satisfaction  lay  un- 
derneath that  dull  surface.  Per- 
ha]>s  she  was  enraged,  perhaps  she 
felt  victorious ;  but  there  was 
nothing   in  her  eyes  as  yet.     She 
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unclosed  her  teeth  and  slowly  re-    there  on  the  oarpet  $,%  her  feet,  y . 

leased  the  scarlet  feather.    It  flat-    a  vivid  drop  of  w^rm  heart*B-bloi        *. 
tered  softly  to  the  ground,  and  Uy    died  by  some  oruel  hand.  ^  . 
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* 'Not  to  be  wMrtod,  not  to  be  deterred, 
Not  to  be  oTevoome.** 


The  autumn  morning  was  slow-  photographs,    exolusively  templb, 

ly  dawning  into  day,  chill,  and  which,   from  the  details*  of  thefe 

scarcely   light    enough    to    show  attire  —  sometimes  the  scantineas« 

clearly  the  horns,  and  skins,  and  of    such  details— were  unmistak^ 

other  sportsmanlike  trophies  which  ably  theatrical.     They  were  bat 

decorated  the  room  where  Istv&n  dimly  seen  in  this  dawning  lighf^ 

Tolnay  was  taking  a  hasty  break-  and  the  figure  of  Istv&n  himteV 

fast.  was  still  veiled  in  the  departiiig' 

Outside  the  air  was  raw;. the  shadow.      He    wore    a    coatame 

light  morning  mist. still  hovered  which,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 

over  the  valley,  rolling  slowly  down  place,  was  considered  to  be  sporta- 

thc  hillside,  to  leave  every  moment  manlike,  and  which,  by  Mr  How- 

a  new  breath  of  glistenmg  forest  ard,  had  lone  aso  been  condemned 

and  sharp-cut  rock  distinct  in  Uie  as  **  coxcomby ''  and  bad    form. 

cold  air.      It  was  one  of  those  However  that  might  be,  the  gmj* 

cautious  mornings  which  hold  oat  and-green  suit  and  f eathdrea  hat 

no  promises,  and  which  yet  are  were  most  particularly  beoomin||[* 

more  to  be  relied  on  than  many  a  to  the  style  of  this  young  Han-- 

red-cheeked  dawn  that  jumps  oat  garian's  looks.     Upon  eVervbodj  - 

of  bed  in  a  hurry  and  wakes  idl  else  the  yellow  gaiters  woula  have 

tlie    world   Avitli   sunshiny  smiles,  looked   autre ;     but  Istv&n   wore 

but  who  finds  before  long  that  he  them  in  such  a  way  that  it  was 

has  overtaxed  his  spirits,  and  gen-  impossible  to  look  at  the  calves  of 

erally  ends  by  going  into  a  fit  of  his  legs  with  entire  disapproval 
sulks  or  breaking  into  a  storm  of        Although   he    was    eating     his 

ill-tempered  tears.  breakfast  with  as  good  an  appe- 

Istvan  Tolnay,  as  he  took  his  tite  as  usual,  and  although  the  red 
breakfast,  in  which  red  wine  ap-  wine  was  in  no  danger  of  being 
])eared  to  be  the  principiil  feature,  neglected,  1st  van  was  doing  some- 
threw  more  than  one  glance  out  of  thing  most  unusual  with  him — ^he 
the  window,  and  decided  that  it  was  thinking. 
Ava>  just  the  right  sort  of  day  for  Two  days  ago  he  had  confessed 
their  expedition.  his   love   to  Gretcben  ;     and   her 

i  he  room  bore  the  stamp  of  sudden  withdrawal  and  persistent 
wealth,  of  luxury  even,  in  every  de-  avoidance  of  him  during  the  home- 
tail.  It  spoke  of  the  owner's  taste,  ward  walk  consideraDly  puzzled 
J^esides  the  trophies  on  the  walls,  him,  although  it  can  hardly  be 
there  was  a  bear-skin  onthe  ground;  said  to  have  seriously  alarmed 
there  were  guns  and  whips,  and  a  him.  This  coyness  and  half>repel- 
perfectly  bewildering  amount  of  ling  reluctance  was  but  fuel  thrown 
smoking  appliances.  Also  there  onafire,  which  already  burnt  high: 
was    an    extensive    collection    of  a  little  touch  of  difficulty  gave  a 
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new  charm  to  the  wooing  of  this  circle  of  light  which  exists  for  the 
Gennan  girl.  It  suited  his  ima-  moment,  as  long  as  the  wick  has 
ginative  tompcramont — it  was  a  food  enough  to  burn, 
change  an<l  a  relief  from  his  rela-  lie  had  begun  bv  paying  atten- 
tions which  Tryphosa  ;  for  if  difh-  tion  to  Grotchen,  because  he  was 
culty  8])urred  Istvan,  too  great  ease  struck  ])y  her  beauty,  because  it 
made  him  relax.  It  is  probable  was  agreeable  and  amusing  to  pay 
that  the  dreadful  earnestness  of  lier  attention,  and  because  he  had 
the  love  which  Tryphosa  offered  no  jnMnciples  which  forbade  him  to 
him  had  been  the  reason  of  his  so  do  an  agreeable  and  amusing  thing, 
rapidly  cooling  towards  her.  It  even  if  thereby  he  was  breaking 
oppressed  him  to  be  loved  in  that  his  faith  towards  another  woman, 
tragically  serious  manner.  Of  She  had  pi  (pied  him  by  the  force 
course  he  lik(»d  to  be  loved  by  a  of  contrast.  She  was  different  in 
woman  ;  but,  the  climax  once  disposition,  in  colouring,  in  every- 
passed,  he  ])referred  to  treat  the  thing,  from  the  woman  he  wjis 
matter  somewhat  mor(»  lightly,  accustomed  to  meet  ;  different,  in 
and,  abov(;  all,  somewhat  more  ex-  ])articular,  from  the  last  woman 
peditiously.  lie  had  love<l.  There  could  be  no 
For  one  moment  in  the  cave  shar))er  contrast  than  Tryphosa 
Ist van's  self-confidence  had  tot-  and  Gretchen  ;  and  if  he  had  nev- 
tered.  The  figure  of  the  short-  er  known  Tryphosa,  Istvan  might 
sighted  lawyer  had  seemed  to  ob-  never  have  loved  Gretchen  so  hotly 
scure  his  path  ;  but  it  had  only  as  he  loved  her  now.  But  it  was 
been  for  one  moment.  llis  na-  not  merely  with  other  women  that 
ture  was  elastic,  and  his  vanitv  she  contrasted  :  she  embodied  a 
wellnigh  invincible.  A  very  little  contrast  in  herself.  This  girl,  who 
rellection  had  told  him  that  the  looked  like  an  Ophelia  and  talked 
idea  of  that  man  being  his  rival  like  a  ])hilosopher,  who  moved  like 
was  no  more  than  an  amusing  an  Undine  and  argued  like  a  logi- 
thought,  to  be  laughed  at  and  dis-  cian,  had  fnmi  the  first  moment 
missed.  Just  put  his  personal  caught  liis  fancy.  The  harmonious 
advantages  oi)posite  to  those  of  Or  discord  which  she  presented  was 
Komers,  and  what  woman  could  just  of  the  sort  to  rouse  Istvan's 
hesitate?  Let  alone  worldlv  ad-  interest.  The  very  first  words  she 
vantages,  Istvan,  to  do  him  jus-  had  ever  addressed  to  him  had  sur- 
tice,  thought  a  great  deal  more  of  prised  him  almost  as  much  as 
the  personal  than  of  the  worhlly  though  a  rosebud  had  opened  its 
advantages.  He  had  been  so  used  petals  to  remark  that  two  and  two 
to  riches  all  his  life,  that  he  set  ni)  make  four,  and  that  therefore  it 
store  bv  them.  If  he  had  set  more  stood  to  reason  that  the  half  oi 
store    bv    them,    he  surelv   would  four  was  two. 

have  hesitate<l  a   little  longer  be-  Istvan  had  begun,  therefore,  to 

fore   abandoning    the    fabulously  pay  attention  to  Gretchen  because 

rich   Roumanian    princess  for  the  it  was  pleasant,  and  he  had  gone  on 

sake  of  a   j)enni!ess  German  girl,  because  it  became  more  pleasant. 

His  jjassion    of   the   moment   had  Very    likely   it  was  only    quite 

the  same  effeet  as  the  lii^ht  of  a  lately    that    he  had    reached   the 

brightly    burning   lamj» — it   made  i)oint  of  confessing  to  himself  that 

everything  very  distinct  all  around  liis  ]»romises  to  Tryphosa  were  to 

it,  as  far  as  the  rays  fall,  and  very  count  as  nothing.      There  was  no 

dark  all  beyond.     It  is  only  that  struggle  to  fight  through,noagonieft 
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of  indecision^bef orethe  wrongooold       He  took  up    the  bottle  as  hi^ 

triumph  over  the  right.    Nothing  spoke  :    the    red    wine  ^  gurgled 

of  the  sort.    Those  promises  were  through  the  throat  of  oUye-greeo 

torn  up  by  the  root  as  easily  atf  a  glass.    He  raised  the  foil  glass  tO;  -. 

{lant  18  torn  up  out  of  the  sand,  bis  lips,  but  in  the  liame  moment 

t  was  a  puzzling  phenomenon,  but  he  turned  his  head^  for  the  docft-^ 

it  was  true.     Gretohen  had  onoe  handle  was  slowly  moving.  Slowly^  ^. 

wondered  what  element  there  was  *Tery  slowly,  the  door  gl):ded  open. 
missing  in    Istvan's    nature,    the       Istv&n  muttered  something  be- 

want  of  which  made  him  different  tween  his  teeth,  and  put  down  the" 

from  other  men.     One  element  cer*  ^  nntonehed  glass  so    sharply  that « 

tainly  had  been  left  out  in  his  com-  some  drops  of  red  wine  splashed 

position,  but  Gretchen  had  not  yet  over  the  edge— for  Princess  Try-*^ 

found  it  out  by  name.    His  was  a  phosa  was  standing  before  him. 
face  which  no  line  of  care  could       It  was  Princess  Tryphosa :  bat 

ever  mark,  which  no  trouble  could  it  was   not   the  glowing  sultana^ 

ever  alter  ;  his  fancy  it  was  which  whose  beautv  but  a  few  week^  agO; 

was  hot,  and   his  heart  which  was  had  still  hela  the  power  of  reviving 

cold — not  so  much  cold  as  light,  for  a  moment  thd  embers  of  a  dead 

and  capricious  in  its  lightness.  love  ;  neither  was  it  the  sobbing^ 

But  though  he  had  arrived  at  woman  who  had  wept  at  the  f oof    - 

confessing    to    himself    that    his  of  the  beeoh-tree,  nor  the  oalmly; 

promises  were  to  count  as  nothing,  desperate  womanwho  had  sat  oppo-    '^ 

he  had  meant  that  Tryphosa  was  site  to  Gretchen  last  night  with  the*   '  * 

not  quite  yet  to  know  this  truth,  di^ger-pomt  between  them.    Her 

Not  that  he  had  taken  any  pre-  misery  had  reached  another  stagA;  ^ 

cautions  against  her  knowing  it —  She  was  drv-eyed  and  haggard  |    ^^ 

it  was  not  in  him  to   do  so.    It  she   was  colourless  and  Worn  in      , 

was  an  impossibility*to  him,  phy-  face.    Her  h^  was  rough,  and 

sical  and  moral,  to  look  aheaa  of  her  dress  was  crushed  and  ansight* 

the  present  moment.     Neither  had  ly.     She  had  aged  ten  years  in  a 

be  made  any  effort  to  see  Gretchen  few   hours.      Her    eyes    had  not 

in  the  course  of  yesterday,  so  as  to  closed  for  a   moment.     All   night 

get  the  final  answer  from  her  lips,  she  had  sat,  and  pondered,  and  re-    . 

lie   preferred  that   the   opportun-  fleeted,  feeling  about  carefully  for 

ity  siiould  come  naturally,  and  he  some  way   out   of  the  straits  of 

knew  that  it  must  come   naturally  her  despair.     Gretchen   had  said^ 

to-day.  "Why  do  you  not  appeal  to  him 

Bad  weather  would  have  srossed  straight  ? "  and  those  words  had 

his  plans  ;  but  the  long-looked-for  remamed   fastened  in  her    mind. 

or  long-dreaded   rain   was  not  in  •  Of  course  she  had  appealed  to  him 

the  sky  to-day  :    it  was  cloudless  already  ;  but  for  weeks  past  she 

and  of  a  keen  blue,  and  the  mists  had  ^kept  silent.      One  last    andr 

were  rolling  lower  every  instant,  desperate  appeal  might   yet  save 

The  whiff  of  air  that  came  in  by  her.      She   was  not  a  woman  to , 

the  window  brought  joy  and  hope  leave  any  stone,   however  heavy^ 

on    its   wings ;     it   (juickened  his  unturned.    The  curious  mixture  of 

pulses  and  braced  his  nerves.     1st-  laziness  and  energy,* of  languor  and 

van  I'olnay  felt  very  sanguine.  passion,  which  were   the   elements 

**  One  more  glass  of   wine,"   he  of  her  nature,  gave  her  a  strenfftb 

said  aloud.     ^'  Let  this  be  my  stir-  of  purpose   which,   at  first  signt^ 

rup-cup  ;  and  then.  Excelsior  ! "  was  not    to    be  suspected.      Bj 
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morning  she  liad  matured,  not  only  passionate  and  moving  ;  but   she 

her  j)lan,  but  also  the  details.     She  had    grown   so    used  to  slowness, 

had  resolved  that  she  should   not  that  even  at  a  moment  as   critical 

go  alone — that  she  should  take  her  as  was  this  one,  she  was  unable  to 

child  with  her.     Her  lo^'e   for  her  move  or  to  s)>eak  quickly.     It  was 

child  was  very  genuine  of  its  kind  ;  too  unaccustomed  and  too  strange, 

but  it  was  not   maternal  affection  **The   servants  ////mc  seen   me," 
which  was.  the  cause  of  the  little'  she  said  at  last.     "  Do  you  think  I 

Codran  having  been  riMisod  out  of  would  stoj)  at  that?" 

his  sleep  at  daybreak,  and  dragge«i  Istvan  understood  now  that  she 

U]»  out  of  his  soft  cushions.  Instinct  was  des]»erate  ;  and  as  for  the  rest, 

told  her  that  that  small  curly  head  he  did  not  much  care.   His  conduct 

would  play  a  useful    part  in    the  had    never  been   Kha])ed  to  ple&se 

scene  which  she   was  deliberately  j public  opinion,    and    if   Tryphosa 

coing  to  provoke.     Never  had  she  could  brave  the  world,  so  could  he. 

been  so  sincerely  grateful   to  Pro-  Prudence  was  a  cloak  which  sat 

vidence    for    having   given    her   a  ill  upon    him,  and   Tryjihosa   saw 

pretty  boy  for  lier  son   as    to-day,  how  ill  it  sat. 

when  she  believed   that  his  ])retty  "  Vou  were  not  usually   so  pni- 

looks   might    helj)    her    to   touch  dent,    Istvfm,    when    you    useii  to 

1st  van  To  1  nay's  heart,  or  rather  to  climb   to   my    window  in  order  to 

fire  his  fancy.     In   a  sort  of   dim  get  a  smile,  and  when  you  used  to 

and  far-otf  way  she  felt  aware  that  j)iek  up  the  flowers  I  dropped,  un- 

she  was  not  beautiful  to-day,  and  der   my    husbandV  eyes.     Do  you 

some  im])ulse  moved  her  to  ])ut  her  remember  that  time  ?" 

son's  beauty  in  ])]ace  of  her   own.  *'  Kxcuse  my  surprise,"  said  Ist- 

Ilere,  again,  it   i^'as  her  knowledge  van,  with    convenient  evasion,  and 

of  the  man  which  guided  her.  still  feigning  a  stupefaction  which 

Her  appearance  came     in   such  he    had    already    ceased    to     feel, 

harsh  contrast  to  his  thoughts  of  a  "  hut  you  never  leave  the  house  so 

minute  ago,  that   Istvan  for  a  mo-  early  as  this." 

ment  seemed  to  have  lost  the  power  "  And  when  you  used   to   carry 

of  speech.   He  started  at  the  white-  my  hair  in  a  locket,"  she  went  on, 

faced  woman,  and  the  sleejjy  child  with  that   desj)airing   tenacity    of 

which  clung  to  her  hand,  as  if  he  hers.     '*  There  is  other  hair  in  the 

did  not  know  them.      But  long  be-  locket  now,  I  suppose?' 

fore  Tryjilifisa    had   succeeded    in  **  Nonsense,  Tryphosa  !    there  is 

s)»eaking,  li<*  had  recovere«l  hims<»lf.  not." 

*'Prin<'css  I     You     here  I     Is    it  **  And    you  used  not   to   go   to 

po^jsihle  "r"  mountains  at   that  time,  or,  if  you 

The   Princc'ss  shut   the   donr   as  went,  it  was    with   your    gun    and 

slowly  as  she   ha<l  opened   it,  and  your  dog  alone." 

came  forwards  t<»wards  iiim.  "My  gun  and  my  dog  have  been 

"What    im])ud4'nce  I     The    ser-  to    the    mountains    often    enough 

VMiii-j  mii;lit  hav«' seen  ynu  !  "  this   summer,"   he    said,  sullenly. 

Tile    I'riiuess   sto<Hr  still,    with  "I    am  not   a   man    to   be  tied  to 

her  child  drawn  to  her  side,   and  aj»nnj-st rings." 

l»»oked  back  at  him,  still  searching  **  Vou  are  going   to   the   moun- 

for  words,  an»l  struggling    for   ex-  tains  again  ;  you  are  going  to-day 

}»ression   of    what    she    fc'lt     and  — now.     I  see   it   by   your  dress, 

wanted  t<>show.     She  would  have  and  1  knew  it  before  ;  that  is  why 

j>refern'd  to  give  some  sign    more  \  came  so  early." 
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"  I  am  going  for  a  walk.^  ^Look  at  my  child ;  I  made) 

**  You  are  going  to  the  monn-  fatherleea — ^forTonrsake.''*  :.  /. 

tains,  and  Mademoiselle  ,  Mohr  ib       '*I  never  aaked  i^oato-do  it/^  * 

going  also."  he  said,  speaking  wildly.    Itwaa,-; 

'^She  may  be — I  don't  know.''  a  bmtal  tning  to  say,  after  all  tibai"  ; 

Another  long  stare    from    her  had  passed  l^tween  theitu    Rven 

eyes,  before    her    lips  said  dog-  he  could  not  nave  said  it,  had  he^  v 

gedly —  not  been  half  out  of  his  senses  at  V 

"She  iff,  and  you  do  know."  the  moment.    He  certainly  could 

He  turned   with  an  oath  upon  not  have  said  it  if  she  had  looked  *'. 

his  lips.  at  this  moment  as  she  had  lopkecl  /  * 

''Cursed   be    your    oWinacvI  that  evening  when  he  luu3  tikeo     ' 

Have  it  then,  since  you  will :  sne  the  pomegranate  flower  from  her 

is  goin^,  and  I  do  know  it."  hair.      She    had    been    beaatifnl  >  1 

*'  I  thought  so,"  said  Tryphosa^  then ;    she  was  scarcely  so  How*   ** .; 

calmly.    "  And  what  do  you  mean  The  Yoluptuons  glow  of  colonriiig'  - 

to  do  about  roe  ?  "  about  her  seemed  faded.    Kie  wa»  ;\  v 

''  Mean  ?    I    don't    mean    any*  a  woman    who    imperionsly   da*  •.  V 

thine.    I  don't  know  what  I  mean,  manded    warm-tinted,     Inxnriona. 

and  I  can't  tell  you.   It  is  stronger  sorroundings.    This  cold  morning  ^>'-  . 

than  I  am,  do  you  hear?    It  is  no  lijjht  did  not  suit  he^  ;   the  shaarpi  *. ' 

good  speaking  to  me  at  all."  air  seemed  to  chill  her ;    her  face  ..  - . 

'' You  mean  to  break  your  pro-  looked  old  and  hard;    her  very  ^  /' 

mises."  eyes  were  sunken.    She  was  like    / 

The  words,  plainly  spoken,  were  any  other  of   her  country wonten 

ugly  even  to   Ist van's   ears  :   he  who  has  just  missed  being  beantt*" 

turned,  and  taking  up  his  soft  hat,  foL     Moreover,    she   was   nnwi^^A 

began  crushing  it  up  between  bis  tingly   ]^nrsuing  the  very,  oooraa  * '^ 

hands.  which  with  Tolnay  was  moat  fatal  >' 

The  small   Codran,  finding  his  she  was  pressing  him  to  a  distinct' 

mother's  conversation  and  move-  answer,   and   this  pressure    made 

nients  excessively  wearisome,  had  him  furious. 

wandered  off  towards   the  corner,        ''  You     did  ask  me   to    do    it 

and    after   affectionately    pulling  on    your    knees.     Istvan,   shall  I 

handf  uls  of  hair  out  of  the  rugged  kneel  to  you  now  ?  " 
bear-skin,  had  fallen  asleep  upon  it.        ^'  Let  me  go — let  me  go  ! "  cried  .   , 

His  mother,  going    towards  him,  Istvan,  tearing  away  his  arm  from 

dragged  him  up  and  drew  him  to  the  grasp  of  her  clinging  hand. 
lier  side.     If  she    had    had   more        ^^  Yes,  I  shall  let  you  eo.     I  am 

leisure,  she  would   certainly  have  not  strong  enough  to  hold  you  with 

felt  pity  for  the  small  victim  ;  but  my  hands  ;  but  rid  of  me  you  shall 

at  this  moment  he  was  to  her  no  never  be.    Oh,  Isty4n  !  you  should         , 

more  than  a  apiece  of  decoration  not  have  loved  me — ^you  should 

necessary  for  the  scene.  have   loved   some    woman   whose 

^^  Have  you  never  thought,  Baron  heart   is  as   light  as    your    own. 

Tolnay,  that  I  am  not  a  woman  to  Istvan,   listen  to  me  :  by  all  the 

let   myself  be  abandoned  in  this  sacrifices  which  I  have  made,  by 

way  ?  "  she  asked.  my  love  to  my  son,  by  the  memory 

"  Don't  threaten  me,Tryphosa  I"  of  your  love  to  me — ^I  conjure  you^ 

and  she  saw  a  gleam  in  his  eye —  listen  to  me  ! " 
^^  don't  threaten  me  ;    if  yon  are        **  Enough,  enough  I "  cried  1st* 

desperate,  so  am  I."  y&n,  tnrnmg  from  her — ^for   lite 
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gaze  of  those  stupid  passionate 
eyes  was  oppressive  even  to  him, — 
"  enough,  1  rypliosa  ;  it  is  late,  and 
I  must  go." 

"  You  must  go — to  her.  To  tell 
her  that  you  love  her." 

**  I  am  accountable  to  none  for 
what  I  may  say  or  do." 

You  have  told  her  already  that 
you  love  her." 

"  Tiiink  what  you  like." 

**  And  I  could  tell  you  another 
thing." 

"  Could  vou  ?  lla  !  what  is  that  ?" 

She  had  come  a  step  nearer, 
mechanically  dragging  her  sleepy 
child  beside  her.  Now  she  stoppedf, 
and  eyed  him  attentively. 

"Do  you  think  that  she  loves 
you  ?  " 

"  I  shall  hear  to-day  ; "  and  a 
smile  of  confidence  flickered  across 
his  features. 

"I  can  tell  you." 

"Ah!"  He  faced  her,  and  in 
his  eyes  there  was  nothing  now  but 
an  expectant  light.  The  hatred, 
the  anger,  the  reckless  cruelty  were 
all  held  at  bay  for  one  moment  by 
breathless  suspense.  He  might 
almost  have  been  mistaken,  as  he 
stood  there,  for  an  honest  and  true- 
hearted  lover,  so  little  power  had 
his  passions  of  stamping  their  mark 
on  his  face.  And  vet  at  this  mo- 
ment  it  was  that  his  cruelty  reached 
the  point  of  climax.  That  expect- 
ant light  in  his  eyes  meant  death 
to  Tryphosa — a  more  bitter  death 
than  his  fury  of  a  minute  ago. 
He  viewed  her  only  as  the  j)ers(m 
who  could  give  him  information  he 
wanted,  and  as  such  only  he  looked 
at  her  with  interest. 

The  answer  was  long  in  coming, 
but  it  came  at  last. 

"  I  will  tell  you,  then  :  she  does 
not  love  vou." 

The  words  were  dro])pcd  slowly, 
heavilv,  as  if  each  word  had  been  a 
leaden  weight  falling  to  the  ground. 

The   light  died  outjof  Istvan's 


eyes,  only  to  blaze  up  again  more 
hotly. 

"  You  lie  !  She  does  love  me. 
I  know  it — it  must  bo," 

He  might  as  well  have  run  his 
head  against  a  rock.  Tryphosa 
answered  immovably  as  before — 

"  She  does  not  love  you." 

This  time  he  turned  livid  pale. 
He  knew  Tryphosa  too  well  to 
doubt  her  plain  statement.  He 
stood  s])eechless,  his  hands  slowly 
clenching  by  his  sides,  and  a  rash 
of  tumultuous  thought  coarsing 
fast  and  furious  through  bis  brain. 
Tryphosa  watched  him  :  she  had 
tried  an  experiment,  and  she  was 
watching  to  see  how  it  would  work. 

Suddenly  upon  the  paleness  came 
a  painfully  vivid  flush  of  red  ;  he 
sprang  forward  towards  her  and 
caught  her  by  the  wrist. 

"  Is  this  your  revenge  ?"  he  de- 
manded violently.  "  Is  this  to 
torture  me  ?  Is  it  your  jealoasy 
that  makes  you  speak  ?  or  mad- 
ness ?  or  is  It  the  truth  ?  Which 
is  it  ?     I   must   know   it  now — at 


now- 
once." 

She  did  not  shrink  or  waver  as 
he  touched  her.  There  was  the 
truth  written  plainly  in  her  eyes, 
thoughshemade  no  movement  with 
her  lips  :  and  1st  van  saw  it.  He 
dropped  her  hand  and  turned  away, 
taking  two  steps  in  the  room  and 
back  again,  with  a  new  and  sudden 
restlessness  of  manner. 

"  How  do  you  know  this  ?  Quick, 
quick,  quick  !  " 

(Quickness  was  out  of  her  power, 
but  she  answered  his  question 
clearly  enough. 

"  She  told  me  so  herself :  she  was 
with  me  last  night.  I  asked  her, 
and  she  told  me." 

"  Ha,  ha  !  —  impossible  !  *'  he 
laughed  harshly.  "  She  told  yoa 
that, — and  what  else?" 

"She  told  me  that,"  said  the 
Princess,  slowly,  "  and  she  told  me 
nothing  else." 
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''Ton  have  something  more, to   and  lifting  the  glaaa  to  hie  lipa^ 
eay — say  it  at  once.''  drank  off  the  wine,  then  pnt  doim  • 

'*  She  told  me  nothing  else,  but  the  empty  glass  with  snoh  veha^  - 
I  have  guessed."  x  mence   that   the   thin   stem  was 

^*  Oh,  speak  !  " — he  stamped  with   shattered,  and  the  upper  half  rolled 
his  foot  on  the  ground.  broken  to  the  gronna. 

''  I  think  that  she  loves  some  one       Codran  stopped  crying,  and  de- . 
else."  taching  himself  from  his  modier'a,, 

Istvan's  teeth  clenched,  and  he  hand,  proceeded  to  make  himself' 
muttered  a  brutal  curse.  happy  on  the  floor  with  the  brolnai 

"  I  am  certain  of  it ;  she  loves  glass  and  the  few  drops  of  wine 
some  one  else,  and  he  is  a  better  which  still  lingered  about  it. 
man  than  you."  Istv&n  took  up  his  hat  and  stiok 

^'  Do  not  speak  his  name  ! "  cried   abstractedly,  as  if  he  had  forgotten 
Tolnay,    with  sudden  vehemence  that  he  was  not  alone  in  the  room* . 
and  a  look  of  hatred  almost  dia-      He  would  not  have  looked  at 
bolical  in  its  malice.    That  first   Tryphosa  again,    if  die  had  not 
dawn  of  doubt  which  had  risen  the   stopped  him  as  he  was  passing  her  . 
other  day  in  the   cave  had  pre-   on  his  way  to  the  door. 
pared  the  way  for  this.    That  mis-       **  Where    are    you    going   to^    . 
giving  came  to  life  again,  and  this   Istv&n f "     '  .  "' 

time  full-grown  and  near ;   not  a       **  To  the  mountains^"  he  aatd,"^  j 
mere  dim,  far-off  possibility,  which   with  a  hard  smile.  '  ■. 

he  had  laughed  at  and  scorned.       *'To   the  mountains,"   she   re-     '' 
The  complacent  self-confidence  of  peated.    Then,  after  a  momentary     .> 
half  an  hour  ago  made  this  fall   pause,  *' What  will  you  do  there?  **' 
from  the  height  the  more  rude;       '^Something;  ah  ye^  I  will  Qet^'!,'^ 
the  joyous  hopefulness  which  had   tainly  do  something.  lileverfear  I*    '" 
buoyed  him  up  made  this  mortifi-       ^To  the  mountams.    And  what.  - 
cation  the  more  tolerable.     When   is  to  become  of  me  I " 
that   thought   had  first  presented       "  I  don't  know." 
itself  for  consideration,  he  had  dis-       He    raised  his  eyes  from    the 
missed  it  easily,  for  he  had  noth-    ground  for  a  moment.     There  was 
ing  but  his  own  passing  impression    a  curious    look    in    them.      Try- 
to  go  by,  and  vanity  had  argued    phosa  thought  that  she  knew  every 
(•lo([uentIy  against  it  ;     now   this   glance  and  expression   of  his  by 
same   thought   was  supported  by    heart,  but  there  was  something  in 
Tryphosa's   judgment ;    and  Try-   his  face  now  which  was  new  even 
phosa^s  conclusions  were  arrived  at   to  her.  She  began  slowly  to  under- 
slowly,  but  unfailingly.  stand  that  her  experiment  had  been 

**  Do  not  speak  his  name  ! "  he    a  failure. 
had  cried, — "  1  will  not  hear  it ;  the       "  We  shall  talk  of  that  when  I 
thought   is  maddening.     I    hated    come  back.    There  will  be  a  great 
that  man   from   the  first  day.    I   deal  to  talk  about." 
will — yes,  I  will."  "You  don't  know — no,  and  you 

His  voice  was  so  loud  that  the   don't  care." 
terrified  Cordan  set  up  a  howl  of       "Perhaps  not,"  he  said,  shaking 
distress  ;  but  the  angry  tone  broke   her  off. 

of  suddenly,  and  Istvan  paced  the  Her  arm  remained  poised,  just 
room  with  his  hands  clasped  be-  where  he  had  shaken  it  from  him. 
hind  him,  and  his  eyes  fixed  on  ^e  Her  face  was  white,  but  something 
ground.     He  stopped  by  the  table,   was  slowly  kindling  in  her  eyes* 
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There  was  a  spark  lit  beneath,  and  leaving  Tryphosa  standing  where 

very  gradually  it  broke  to  the  wur-  she  was. 

face  ;  it  readied  it,  and  her  black  As  long  as  his  steps  could  be 

eyes  tiamcd.  heard,    slie    remained     fixed    and 

"  You     yillain  I  "     she     panted,  listening,  the  light  of  scorn  still  in 

**  You  abandon  me — you  villain  !  "  her  eyes,  the  very  anger  seeming 

and  she  struck  out  her  closed  hand  to   have   turned    to   stone   in   her 

towards  him.  face.      Then,    when   the  last  step 

The  motion  would  have  been  a  had  died  off,  and  all  had  been 
blow  had  it  not  come  so  slowly  quiet  for  some  moments,  her  hand 
that  Istvan  could  step  back  in  slowly  fell,  and  the  rigid  harshness 
time.  The  scorn  in  her  eyes  was  of  her  face  began  to  melt.  She 
so  supreme  that  it  had  the  power  sank  down  on  the  seat  beside  her, 
to  arrest  him  for  a  moment.  She  and  she  wept.  Those  tears  were 
was  not  beautiful,  perhaps,  but  she  for  the  man  whom  she  had  called 
was  wellnigh  sublime  in  this  burst  "villain,"  whom  she  would  have 
of  outraged  pride,  which,  coming  so  struck  but  a  minute  ago,  and 
late,  had  yet  come  so  superbly,  whom  yet  she  loved  better  than  all 
She  had  the  blood  of  ancient  Rome  the  good  men  in  the  world, 
in  her  veins,  and  it  had  at  last  Little  Codran,  hearing  the  deep- 
caught  tire.  Tlie  passion  of  another  drawn  sobs,  trotted  to  his  mother's 
woman  would  have  spent  its  side,  pulled  down  her  hands,  and 
strength  long  before  this  climax  held  the  broken  glass  to  her  lips, 
was  reached;  but  Tryphosa's  "Are  you  tired,  mamma?''  he 
strength  was  all  latent,  dormant,  said;  "  drink  this  little  red  drop — I 
difficult  to  be  roused,  but  fearful  left  it  for  you  :  it  is  very  sweet." 
when  once  awoke.  It   w^as   the   glass    from    which 

For    the   first   time   in   his   life  Istvan   Tolnay    had    drunk,    and, 

Istvan  quailed  before  a  woman.  taking    it     from    Godran's    hand. 

But  not  for  long.  Her  hand  Tryphosa  dashed  it  to  the  ground, 
was  still  outstretched,  her  lips  were  Then  drawing  the  child  on  to  her 
still  quivering  with  the  energy  of  breast,  she  gave  him  a  kiss,  so  fierce 
her  last  words,  when  already  that  that  it  seemed  to  scorch  the  fresh- 
one  moment  of  stupefaction  was  ness  of  his  innocent  cheek, 
past,  and  his  thoughts  plunged  "Can  I  go  back  to  bed, 
back  into  the  current  which  was  mamma?"  asked  Codran,  yawn- 
dragging  them  on.  Her  very  ing.  "  I  am  so  sleepy." 
presence,  so  real  for  a  moment.  Yes,  he  might  go  back  to  bed : 
became  again  distant  and  indis-  the  scene  was  played  out,  the  cur- 
tinct.  tain  dropped  ;  and  the  poor  little 

"  We  shall   tJilk   when   1   come  piece    of    decoration,    which    had 

backp — there  will  be  much  to  tell  ;  "  failed      to     decorate     sufficiently, 

and   crushing  his    hat    on    to    his  might  be  packed  away  again  out  of 

head,  he  rushed  out  of  the  room,  sight. 


ClIArTER  XXXIII. — THE  FALLEN  SIGN-POST. 

*'  O,  der  arme  MeiiBch  Btcht  immer  mit  zagebiindenen  Aueen  vor  deinem  Schwerto.anbttmiflichet 
Schlckeal:  "—.Jean  Paul. 

This  autumn  season  is  bringing    While  below    in  the  Yallev   life 
strange    contrasts    in    its     train,    and  activity  are    slowly    sinking 
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to  Bleep,  up  on  the  monntaiiis  a   the  monarchs  of  the  forest   are '    '  *; 
blaze   of   aeparting  splendour  u   lying  in  state,  swathed  in  yelvetL  \      .; 
bursting  into   glory.    For  weeks   crowned  with  gold,   and  deolred    '     ^ 
past  Nature  has  been   quietly    at   oat  with  a  brilliancy  of  ornament 
work   laying  in  the  ground-tints,    well   worty  of  a  departed    kii^ 
and  painting  in  one  touch  of  bright    Bright    fungi    are  tne  most  gor- 
colour  after  the  other ;  but  it  is   S^QS    among    these    omamenta*      v  ' 
now  only  that  the  picture  is  com-    These  mysterious  and  oaprioioiia 
pleted,  and  stands  forth  for  a  brief    children  of  the  forest  hAve  started 
time  of  perfection,   for  soon  the    up  in  thousands  immediately  after    ;/ 
winter    will    begin   to    undo  the   the  first  autumn  showers,  and  hare   ,  •  ^ 
summer's  work.  continued  to  increase  eyer  since,! 

The  Hercules  yalley  is  dazzling   fed  by  the  fatness  of  the    soil,.  '  *  ^' 
in    winter,  fairy -like    in    spring,    though  no  more  rain  has  fallen*         ' 
majestic  in  summer  ;  but  autumn   Kles  of  f unffi,  scarlet,  blue,  oranm^ 
remains  its  season  of  beauty  :  and   and  purple,  haye  grown  out  of  Uia 
this   autumn  is  a  singularly    dry    bark  of  the  trees,  or  stand  in  clns- 
autumn,  with  no  rains  to  rot  the   ten  coyering  the  forest-floor,  ttudk  - 
leaves,    nothing  but  sunshine    to    duster  like  a  handful  of  j^wela 
wither  them  brilliantly.    A  wildfire    which  haye  been  scattered  Drc«d- 
seems  to  have  flown  over  the  hill-    cast.    There  are  monster  pearls  oo 
side,  and  touched  each  maple-tree,    the  branches  overhead,  and  siaat 
till  it  flames  like  a  burning  brand  ;   coral  reared  on  all  sides ;  glisten- 
the  low  masses  of  bilberry-bushes,    ing   sprays,  ;  delicately    cat   and 
clustering  between  the  rocks,  begin    fancifully  ramified,  decorate   thd   '  ^  I 
to  warm   into  colour,  glowing  hot   pathway. 

as  embers.  The  rocks  themselves.  It  is  difficult  to  •believe  that 
even  the  sober  grey  rocks,  do  not  these  gems  are  nothing  but  toad*  *'t 
disdain  to  decorate  themselves,  and  stools ;  it  is  still  more  difflcolt  to 
wear  patches  of  gaudy  mosses  in  believe  that  these  same  toadstools 
lionour  of  the  departing  summer,  form  an  important  article  of  diet 
What  liad  been  bright  before  be-  in  a  Roumanian  peasant-household, 
comes  brilliant  now  —  what  had  The  forests  thus  hold  an  inexhaust* 
been  brilliant  now  reaches  magni-  ible  fund  of  niaigre  dishes.  More* 
ticence.  Green  turns  into  rich  over,  there  seems  to  be  a  sprt  of 
brown,  and  brown  changes  to  mutual  understanding  between  Na- 
molten  gold.  ture  and  the  Greek  Church.     They 

But  it  is  in  tlie  world  above  have  accommodated  each  other. 
that  the  Hplendour  is  thrown  about  Nature  is  kind  enough  to  treasure 
most  recklessly.  Here  magnifi-  up  these  stores  for  the  time  of 
cence  has  run  riot.  There  is  on  fast  ;  or  perhaps  the  Greek  Church 
all  sides  a  waste  of  richness  which  has  invented  these  fasts  for  the  pur- 
almost  over-surfeits  the  eye.  Every  pose  of  consuming  the  unlimited 
coloured  lichen  on  the  tree-stems,  stores  which  the  forests  hold, 
which  in  summer  were  delicate  and  ^^They  string  them  upon  cords 
small,  has  become  magnified  to  and  hang  them  up  to  dry,"  said 
double  its  si7.e  ;  every  tuft  of  moss  the  Bohemian,  somewhat  contemp- 
on  the  rotting  carcass  of  a  fallen  tuously,  as  he  pointed  out  a  clump 
trunk  has  deepened  its  pile  and  of  fungi,in  shape  and  colour  closely 
intensified  its  colour.  resembling  a  pile  of  ripe  apricots ; 

The  dead  trees  are  making  pre-    ^*  or  else  they  keep  them  in  vinegar 
parations  for  their  winter  funeral ;    until  they    want  them,  and  then 
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devour  tliem  pickled.  But  they  side,  and  had  until  now  succeeded 
will  not  be  quite  as  well  off  this  in  avoiding  anything  but  the  most 
year  as  they  usually  are  :  this  is  general  and  trivial  converHation. 
all  nothing  to  the  number  I  have  She  was  so  absorbed  in  her  own 
sometimes  seen  in  damp  autumns,  anxieties,  that  it  was  some  time 
— they  become  a  positive  nuisance  before  she  noticed  the  remarkable 
then  ;  you  can  scarcely  step  free  change  which  had  come  over  Tol- 
of  them."  nay's    manner.     He    was   excited 

Up  here,  in  the  depth  of  the  and  Hushed — talked  lond  at  mo- 
forest,  the  store  of  maif/re  dishes  ments,  and  then  subsided  into 
ran  no  danger  of  ])eing  disturbed,  moody  silence.  He  seldom  ad- 
Here  the  fungi  would  live  their  dressed  her,  and  made  no  attempt 
brief  time  of  magnificence,and  then  to  draw  her  away  from  the  others, 
drop  back  silently  into  the  eternal  But  whenever  she  happened  to 
decay  of  nature,  without  having  turn,  she  found  his  eyes  fixed  upon 
been  either  strung  uj)on  cords  or  her;  and  once  when  DrKomers  was 
preserved  in  vinegar  for  the  fast-  helping  her  over  a  tree-trunk,  she 
time.  had  been  startled  by  a  glitter  in 

**  Don't    vou   eat   toadstools    in  Lst van's  eves,  an<l  that  same  look 

Bohemia  ?  "  inquired  Kurt.  of  furious  hatred  which   she  bad 

"Of  course  we  eat  toadstools  in  seen  two  days  «igo   in    the   cave. 

Boliemia,"  said  the  Bohemian,  with  Tolnay  was  not  looking  at  her  at 

a  pitying  smile  ;  **  but  we  don't  eat  the  moment  he  was  looking  at  the 

the  blue  and  the  red  ones — we  only  lawy<ir  ;  and  instinctively  Gretcben 

eat  the  yellow  ones  and  the    wliite  dropped  the  hand  which  Vincenz 

ones."  had    stretched    towards   her,   and 

Mr  Howard    liere  begged  to  ex-  s(Tambled  over  the  tree-trunk   un- 

])lain    that   he   utterly  condemned  aided. 

not   only    blue  and    red,   but  also  They   rested   at    intervals,    and 

yellow  and  white   toadstools  ;  and  walked  on    as  they    felt    inclined, 

that  no  power  on  earth   could  sue-  The  whole  day  was   spent   in   the 

ceed  in  making  hitn  touch  anything  forests  thus,    and    it    was    sanset 

but  an  orthodox  mushroom,  with  when  they  emerged  from  under  the 

no  susj)icion  of  a  doubt  upon    its  trees  on  to  a  free  space  of  meadow, 

character,  and  cooked  in  an  ortho-  "  We   have  been   here  before," 

dox  Knglish  fashion.  sai*!  (.Tretchen;  **  this  is  the  meadow 

Grelchen  took    no    part    in    the  on  which  we  rested  the  very   first 

discussion  :     she    was    wou<lering  time  I  walked  in  the  mountains." 

within  lier   mind    whether   ha]>pi-  "  When  1  was  your  guide,"  said 

ness  were  indeed  compatible  with  Tolnay    beside    her.     "I     was  to 

Li  hut  and  smoked  toa(i stools.  have  shown  you   Gaura  JJracului 

They  had  been  walking  for  some  that  day  ;  don't  you  remember?" 

liours    now,  and,    contrary  to    her  It  was -the   same   meadow,  but 

Avont,  she  was  tired.      The    scene  dressi^l    in    a    different    garment, 

with    Tryphosa  ha<l  excited    her;  r»r*.:;.    tly  ;jp?en  it  had   been   be- 

her   sleep    ha<l    been     broken    and  tort,    i'       iiere,    too,    autumn  bad 

feverish  :     not    even    the    autumn  been    r  .i<y,   and  with  cunning  al- 

brilliaiicy  around  her  could  dispel  chemy  had  'changed  the   emerald 

the  listless  langour  which  weighed  into  an  amethyst.     Crocus -heads 

on   her    to-day.     Ever    since    the  stood  closcil    together,  so  thickly 

moment  of  departure  she  had  in-  sown  that  every  step  crushed  half- 

stinctively  kept    to  her   brother's  a-dozen  of  the  full-blown  flowers.  J 
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^'  Shall  I  tell  yon    what  I   am  oonsoioosnemfl   of  thia  fdbt 

thinking  of  ?  "  asked  Tolnay,  ab-  enoQgh  to  doable  the  deaire  ^ 

ruptly,   as  they  walked  over  the  Gretchen  felt  for  oroasing  it«    .         \ 
x^rocuses.  "  It  vg  of  robl^n  yoa  are  af nu^P*.  . . 

"As  you  like,"  said  Gretohen,  she  said; '''I  think  we  miffhtnak^'^ 

carefessly,  not  choosing  to  betray  them.    There  will  be  moonBght  o^ ;  ": 

her  trepidation.  the  hills  to-night  to  light  us  on  t))iie  -'. 

"  I  am  wishing  that  I  had  lived  way  home." 
in  the  days  of  romance  J!*  **I  am  not  afraid  of  robben^''^ 

His  tone  was  so  pecaliar  that  Frftaleim"  •    . ' 

Gretchen  looked  up  in  idarm.  "You  cannot  aappose  that  tl^e 

*'  Well,"  he  said,  with  a  harsh  weather  will  break :  look  at  tba    . 

laugh,  ^*  what  are  you  afraid  of?  tk^, — ^it  seems  as  if  it  nevar  oonld   * 

We  are  all  so  (juiet  and  sensible,  ram  again." 
you  know,  in  this  age  of  reason."         '^I  am  not  afraid  of  the  wenth^r 

"  Fr&ulein,"  said  the  Bohemian,  breaking  Fr&nlein." 
hurrying  to  her  side,  "  there  is  no       ^Is  were  a  spring  beyond  thia-  ^ 

need  for  our  crossing  this  meadow;  meadow?" 

it  is  time  to  be  hurrying  homewards:  .     There  was  a  spring  in  that  di«  y 

look,  the  darkness  is  near."  reotion,  the  Bohemian  relnotantly 

Gretchen    stopped  and  tamed,  admitted,  bat    it  was  some  db-,  . 

glad  of  an  interruption.  She  looked  tance  off, — a  nearer  one  had  xnA, 

upwards  at  the  sky  :  the  few  cloads  dry.  •  ^ 

which  floated  there  were  tinned  on       ^^Let  us  go  on  then,"  said  Gret- 

their  lower  edge  with  the  glow  of  oben  ;  *'I  am  longing  for  the  taafa  ' 

rosy  sunset.     She    looked    down-  of  fresh  water." 
wards,  and  saw  that  already  the       He  was   silent  after  this,  9114. 

shadows  were  growing  deep  under  led  the  way  slowly  over  the  oroeni 

the  trees.     She  was  half  inclined  meadow,  bat  there  was  a  troabled 

to  turn.     If  the  Bohemian  had  not  look  disturbing  the  osaal  peaoe- 

spoken  again,  she   certainly  would  ful  melancholy  of  his  face,  which 

hav(>  turned  ;  but  a  little  too  much  Gretchen  did  not  fail  to  notice. 
anxiety   is   apt   to  spoil   the  very        They  entered  the  shadow  of  the 

'object  we   have  at   heart,  and    on  forest,   Gretchen    taking   care   to 

this    oecasion    the    Bohemian  be-  keep  by  her  brother's  side.     Baron 

t rayed  in  his  manner  a  little   too  Tolnay   was  in   advance,  and   Dr 

much  anxiety.  Komers  a  little  way  behind  them ; 

Had  he   only  kept  silent  while  Mr   Howard   still   fuHher   to   the 

(TFt'tchen  was  hesitating,  all  would  rear. 

have  been    well,    but    the    Fates        This  was  the  same  spot  they  had 

pushed  him  to  speak.  been  on  once  before,  on  the  ocoa* 

^^  Let  us  turn,   Frilulein,  and  go  sion    of    their  first   walk   in    the 

homewards,''  he  urged  with  grow-  mountains,   but   th^y   had     never 

ing  eagerness  ;  ^Hhere  is   nothing  passed   here  since.     It  was  a  part 

to  be  seen  over  there."  of    the   forest  little    known,  and 

Crretchen  hjoked  from  the  sky  to  even  less  trodden  by  human  feet 

his  face,  glanced   at  it,  and  then  than  the  rest  of  the  woods  around. 

looked  again  with  a  faintly  awak-  It  did  not  lie  in  the  usual  beat  of 

ened    curiosity.      The  anxiety  in  either  hunter  or  woodcutter. 
those  clear  eyes  was  very  apparent.        The  aspect  of  the  spot  had  so 

It  was  evident  that  he  did  not  wish  changed  with  the  change  of  the 

them  to  cross  this  meadow.    The  season,  that  it  woke    no  special 
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memory  in  Gretchcn's  mind,  until  and  handing  him  her  flask.  "  I  am 
after  a  few  more  steps  they  came  Horry  you  have  to  go  so  far." 
in  sight  of  a  huge  beeeh-tree  The  Bohemian  took  the  flask, 
stretched  upon  the  ground.  and  looked  at  Gretchen  for  a  mo- 
She  knew  that  tree  :  it  was  the  ment  as  if  he  had  something  more 
same  on  which  the  goat-herds  had  to  say.  He  turned  away,  however, 
sat,  and  on  the  leaves  of  which  the  and  walked  a  few  stops  off,  then 
goats  had  fed.  returned  abruptly  and  said,  **  You 

There  were  no  goat-herds  here  will  wait  here,  Friiulein,  will  you 

now,   and    no  tinkling   goat-bell,  not?" 

There  was  silence  and  desolation  "  Of  course  we  shall  wait  here." 

all  around  the  8j)0t.     The  leaves  "  But,  I  mean,  you  will  not  move 

had  been  fresh  then,  and  the  trunk  from  the  spot ;     You  might  lose 

newly  hewn  ;  now  the  green  leaves  your  way." 

had  turned  brown  :   they  strewed  "  We    are  not   going   to  move 

the   ground,  or  hung   rustling  on  from  the  spot,"  she  answered,  and 

the  dead  branches.  Over  the  marks  the  Bohemian  turned  again  away, 

of  the  axe-strokes  the  mosses  had  and  disappeared  among  the  bushes 

begun  to  creep,hiding  the  unsightly  to  the  left. 

wounds  with  their  green  and  yellow  The  trunk  made  a  pleasant  seat, 

velvet.     Then  the  felled  giant  had  cushioned  as  it  was  by  nature,  and 

been  still  half  alive — the  sap  had  Gretchen  felt  elad  of  the  rest.  Dr 

scarce    had  time    to  stand     still  Komers  and    Kurt  had     also  sat 

in  its  course  ;   but  now  it   was  a  down,  for  there  was  ample  room  for 

mere  coq>se,  a  useless  heap  of  wood  a  dozen  people  more.     Baron  Tol- 

on  which  decay  is  i*apidly  seizing,  nay  remained  standing.     He  held 

It  would   be  more  gorgeous  next  his  hands  behind  him,  and  gazed 

autumn     than     it   could   be    this  lixedly  at  the  trunk,  with  a  look 

autumn,    for   the    moss   and     the  which  told  Gretchen  that  he  had 

lichens  take  many  months  to  cover  forgotten  no  detail  of  that  day  in 

up  a  dead   tree, — but  it  was  well  early  summer  when  they  bad  first 

adorned  even  now.     There  was  a  seen  this  fallen  tree, 

colony  of  tiny    fungi   drawing   a  Presently  Mr  Howard  came   up, 

broad  yellow  streak  down  half  its  holding   in   his  hand  a  brilliantly 

length,  and  single  ]>atches  of  colour  coloured  fungus, 

had  begun  to  collect.  "  I  have   spent  five   minutes  in 

The  Bohemian  came  to  a  stand-  knocking   this   thing  off   a   tree," 

still  beside  the  tree-trunk,  and  put  he  explained,  as  he  sat  down.     "  I 

down  the  bundle  which  he  carried  am  going  to  take  it  home  with  me, 

over  his  shoulder,  and  which  was  in  order  to  show  my  wife,  Lady 

tied  with  a  i>iece  of  strong  rope.  Blanche   Howard,   what   the   sav- 

'*  If    you   will    sit   down    here,  ages  here  feed  upon.    I  have  taken 

Friiulein,   I    will    fetch     you    the  the   most   poisonous-looking  one  I 

water  ;    it    will   take  me   a   little  could  find." 

time."  "I  feel  almost  inclined  to  side 

"  Very  well,"  said  Gretchen  ;  with  the  savages  at  this  moment," 
"  we  can  wait  here.  Shall  you  be  said  Gretchen,  gazing  rather  long- 
lung  away  ?  "  i"gly  at  the  shming  fungus  which 

<^  Fifteen  minutes,  perhaps,  not  Mr  Howard  held,  and  which  to  all 

more."  appearances  seemed  to  have  been 

"Thank  you  very  much,"   said  showered  over  with  a  permanent 

Gretchen,  sitting  down  on  the  trunk  coating  of  dew-drops.     '^  It  looks 
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SO  cool  and  juicy,  that  I  woald  the  forest  beginning  to  fade     bo- 
risk  the  poison  for  the  sake  of  the  undefined  greys. 
refreshment"  Now  that  she  vas  sitting,  Gret-- 

"Are  you  thirsty?"  asked  Mr  chen  began  to  realise  how  tired- 
Howard.                                            *  she  was.     Her  feverish  thirst  tm 

'^  I  am  parched.    The  Bohemian  quenched,   but    a    sort  of    numb. 

ha8  gone  to  fill  my  fiask,  but  he  weariness  was  stealing  over  henv 

will  not  be  back  for  a  quarter  of  The  day  had  been  one  long  strain. 

an  hour."  She   had   suceeeded  thus  far  in 

''  Now  this  is  too  provoking! "  averting  an  explanation  with  Tdit  . 
cried  Mr  Howard,  rising.     "  Why  nay,  but  the  effoft  had  told  upon 
did  you  not  appeal  to  me  ?    Don't  her.    A  sense  of  diseourag^nent 
vou    know    that  an    Englishman  chilled  her  now.    This  very  SPOjf: 
IS  never    without  water.     WcOer^  suggested  discouragement.   When '. 
tciUer,  watery  as  they  din  into  my  she  had  last  been  here,  her  hopes- 
ears  down  there.     I  filled  my  flask  of  finding    Oawra  Dracubd  bad 
fresh  at  the  last  spring."                  ,  been  so  high  ;  but  the  disoovery  ol 

Gretchen  eagerly  drank  off  the  fi^oura  2>racti/m' had  never  seemeiS 

water  which   Mr  Howard  poured  more  hopeless  than  it  did  just  now. 

into   his    patent  cup  :   when    the  After  weeks  of  wandering  about 

first  edge  was  off  her  thirst,  she  the  hills^  they  were  ezactlv  at.  the 

began  to  feel  sorry  for  the  Bohe-  same  point  at  which  they  bad  been' 

mian,  who  had  started  on  a  useless  that  day.    How  indignantly  she 

mission.  had  then  refuted  Tolnay's  words. 

''  Call    him     back,"    si^d     Mr  when  he  had  laughingly  deolmrod 

Howard  ;  *<  he  can't  be  far  off," —  that  there  was  no  such  place  as  her 

ana  he  ga;\'e  a  lusty  shout  which  father  described!  It  almost  seemed 

seemed  to  shake  the  branchesover-  '  tocher  now  as  if  Tolnav  had  been 

head.  right;    She  could  herself  have  be- 

'^  He  can  walk  at  a  tremendous  lieved   Oaura   Dracuhii  to  be   a 

pace,  when  he  chooses,"  said  Kurt,  myth,  were  it  not  for  the  look  of 

They  listened  for  a  moment,  but  terror  she   had  seen  so  often  on 

tliere  was  no  response.  the  Bohemian's  face.     She  had  at 

"  I   wish    he   were    back,"  said  last  reached  the  point  of  acknow- 

Gretchen,  wearily.     "  I  should  like  ledging  to  herself  that  the  Bohe- 

to  be  going  home."  mian's  simplicity  had  baffled  her 

fc**WeII,    you     do    look     rather  cunning.     "Why  not  put  a  pistol 

woather-heaten,"  said   Kurt,  con-  to  the  fellow's  head  ?"  Mr  Howard 

teinplating  his  sister.     "  It  would  had  suggested,  earlier  in  the  day, 

be   a  bore    to   have  to  carry  you  having  worked  himself  into  one  of 

down-hill.     Where  can  that  fellow  the  fits  of  passion   to   which  the 

be  staying?"  Bohemian's  obstinacy  periodically 

"  I  shall  find  him,"  said  Dr  Ko-  moved  him ;  "he  would  speak  fast 

mors,  risino:  to  his  feet.  enough  then."  To  which  Gretchen 

*'Vou  will  lose  your  way,"  Mr  repli^  that,  as  long  as  the  Bohe- 

lloward  called  after  him  ;  but  the  mian's  conscience   was    clear,  he 

lawyer  had  already  disappeared  in  would  not  mind  having  a  loaded 

the  same  direction  which  the  Bo-  cannon  put  to  his  head. 

hemian  had   taken   some  minutes  There  was  silence  between  the 

before.  four  people  thus  left  alone  in  the 

The    evening    was    closing    in  forest,  until  1st  van,  pushing  up  his 

rapidly,  and  the  brilliant  tints  of  hat,  which  he  had  drawn  over  his 
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forehead,  sat  down  on   the  trunk  minute  or  so  he  continued  in  deep^ 

beside  Gretchcu.  silence  to  scntpe  away  the   moBS^ 

He  took  the  place  by  her.  side  his  whole  attention  absorbed  in 
with  a  sort  of  ostentation — an  out-  this  apparently  frivolous  occupa- 
spoken  defiance,  which  seemed  to  tion.  lie  stooped,  raised  his  head, 
challentre  the  world  to  dispute  his  stooped  a^in,  lower  this  time,  and 
right,  if  it  dared.  At  this  mo-  then,  looking  up,  said  quickly  and 
ment  Gretchen  did  not  attempt  with  a  sudden  laugh — 
any  resistance  :  she  felt  so  tired,  "  Do  you  know  what  we  are  sit- 
both  physically  and  mentally,  that  ting  on  V  " 

even  if  he  had  now  seized  her  hand  **  A  beech  tree,"  said  Gretchen, 
and  renewed  his  declaration  of  the  somewhat  startled, 
other  day,  she  would  have  been  too  "  Not  a  beech-tree,  but  tfie  beech- 
weary  to  repulse  him.  tree  :  look  what  I  found  !  '* 

But  Istvan   made   no  such   de-  ''  I  did  not  know  there  was  any* 

monstration.      He  began  digging  thing  lost,"  said  Kurt, 

at  the  lichens  on  the   trunk  beside  "  There   does    not   seem   to  be 

him  with  the  point  of  his  stick,  much  to  find,"  said  Mr  Howard, 

making,  at  the   same  time,   some  "  except  these  eternal  toadstools.*^ 

apparently  harmless,  if  somewhat  Istvan  had   now  laid  down  hi» 

abrupt  remarks.  stick,    and   with   his  fingers    was 

"  What  a  much   pleasanter  day  tearing  away  the  moss, 

it  was  when  we  were  here   last !  "  "  Look  !  "  was  all  he  said,  as  he 

he  observed.  pointed    to    the    spot.     Gretehen 

"  It  was  warmer,"  said  Gretehen,  looked,  and   on  the  place   which 

for  want  of  any  more  original  re-  Tolnay's  stick  had   laid   bare  she 

mark.  saw  two  deep-cut  crosses  engraved 

"  It  was  warmer,  and  the  wood  in  the  bark  of  the  fallen  tree, 

was  green   then,  and  the   summer  It  was  long  since  she  had  given 

was   beginning  instead  of  ending,  a  thought  to  the  beech-tree  which 

Everything  was  pleasanter.    Don't  Adalbert  had  marked  as  a  sign-post 

you  think  so?    \Ve  were  a  smaller  to  Ganra  Draculni:  the   recollec- 

party,  too."  tion  Hashed  back  upon  her  now. 

"  That  is   not   verv  complimen-  In  her  excitement  she  sprang  from 

tary  to  Mr  Howard.''^  her  seat. 

"  Nor  to  other  members  of  the  "  Is  there  is  a  third  cross,  it  is 

party  either,"  said  Istvan,  striking  papa's  mark,"  she  cried.     *^  Baron 

off  another  tuft  of  grey  lichen  with  Tolnay,  let  me  look  ! " 

his  stick.     Complimentary  ?      Oh  Istvan's  hand  was  there  before 

no,  I  am  not  in  a  mood  for  compli-  hers  ;  and  while  she  was  speaking 

ments."  the  third  cross  was  disclosed. 

He  said    the   last  words   rather  The  marks  were  worn  with  time 

lower,  then   checked  himself,   and  and  weather,  but  they  were  unmis- 

bent  down  towards  the  bark  of  the  takable.      This    beech-tree    bore 

tree-stem.     He  seemed  to  have  for-  three  crosses  on   it,   cut  into    the 

gotten  his  last   train  of  thought,  bark  at  what  must  have  been  the 

and  to  be  gazing  very  intently  at  height  of  a  man's  Btatare,in  the  time 

the  lichens  he  had  just  been  muti-  when  the  stem  had  stood  upriffht. 

lating.  Gretehen  followed  his  look.  Just  as  the  solution  of  a  riddle^ 

but  she    could  see  nothing    that  which  we  have  tried  in  vain  to- 

might  have  been  supposed  to  call  guess,   often   provokes  ns    by  ita 

forth    that   fixed   gaze.      For    a  very  simplicity,  so  did  it  now  h}^ 
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pear  absurd  to  Gretohen,  and  well-  woald  ever  paiM  as  ito  existeno^t 

nigh  incredible,  that  they  shonld  and  that  fiftieth  person  whose  istr 

have  been  so  near  to  the  crosses  norance  was    enlightened,  woi& 

and   yet     not    have    seen    them,  probably  reap  his  experience  by 

Why,  in  the  midst   of    all    their  tnreaking  his  n^k  in  a  most  ghaMhr 

speculations,  bad  they  never  con-  fashion.      A  dip  in  the  gronna^ 

templated   the  possibility  of  the  exactly  like  a  hundred  other  dips, 

tree  which  bore  the  marks  being  and  a  tangle  of  bushes,  scarcely 

felled  ?  more  dense  than  in  anv  other  part 

A  minute  was  spent  in  ezamina-  of  the  forest,  combined  together  to 

tion  and  conjecture,  and  then  fol-  screen  this  black   danger    which 

lowed  the    desire    for  immediate  lorked  bere  in  the  very  depth  of 

action.     Gretchen  had  gone  down  the  shadows. 

on  her  knees  to  examine  the  marks  Gretchen  herself  overshot   the 

more  closely,  but  it  was  not  long  mark,  for  her  eagerness  upset  hep 

before  she  rose  and  looked  about  calculations.    She  was  b^g^innine 

her,  striving  to  recall  her  father*s  fjg^^  to  doubt,  when  she  heard 

exact  directions.  ^Inay  calling  to  her  from  a  little 

"  When   you  have    found  that  way  back — 

tree,  you  are  not  a  hundred  yards  **  This  way,  this  way  !" 

from  the  spot,"  Adalbert  had  said.  And  Mr  Howard  shouted,  ''Yes, 

In  spite  of  herself,  Gretchen  began  this  way ;  but,  in  heaven's  name, 

to   tremble  with  the  agitation  of  be  careful !'' 

this  thought.  She  turned  back  the  way   She 

Carefully  turning  in  the  direc-  had  come,  stumbled  over  a  stone^ 

tion  which   her  father   had  indi-  and     recovered    herself;     broke 

cated,  and   calculating   her  paces  through  a  narrow  opening  in  the 

with  all  possible  nicety,  Gretchen  tree,      where     the     low-hanging 

began  her  search  in  advance  of  the  branches  struck  her  in  the  facSi 

others.  Stooped  down  to  escape  them,  and. 

The     incertitude  did    not     last  with  another  step,  stood  still, 

more  than  five  minutes.  The  rich  undergrowth  of  moss 

By  an  ingenious  combination  of  and  fern  at  her  feet  opened  sud- 

exceBsively  simple   circumstances,  denly.     She   was  standing  on  the 

Gaura  JJracului  lay  so  marvel-  brink  of  a  space,  irregularly  cirau- 

lously  concealed  that  not  one  per-  lar — black,  vacant,  and  immeasur- 

son  in  fifty  passing  close  to  the  spot  ably  deep. 
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TuAWMNft,    thoujjfh    a    familiar  rangy  of  practical  politics  ;"  while 

M'onl,  lias  not  hitherto  lu'en    one  at  St  An<lrow8  the  fishermen  have 

of  niuch  meaning  to  the  general  lately  adopted  the  irrefutable  argu- 

pul)lie.       Few   persons  are  aware  ment  of  burning  in  eftigy   a  Pro- 

that  some  of  the  choicest  forms  of  fessor,    whose    opinions    tliey  sup- 

sea-tish,  such   as  soles,  turbot,  and  pose<l   were   unfavorable   to  their 

brill,  are  taken  almost  entirely  by  interests. 

this   method    of    fishing.       Few<'r        The  section  of  the  British  coast 

still  have  any  i«h'a  that  8000  deej)-  to  which    allusion    has    just  been 

sea   trawlers    work  off  the   coasts  made,  and  to  which  the  remarks  in 

of  Great  Britain,  employing  a  cap-  this  pa]>er  must  be  un<lerstood  to 

ital  of  f  1 5,000,000,   and  catching  be  limited,  lies  between  the  -Moray 

annually  about  £3,000,000   worth  Firth  and  Flamborough  Head.    In 

of  fish  ;  or  that  the  proportion  of  this  district   the    word    "  trawler" 

trawled  fish  to  that  taken  in  other  is  associated    with    an    extent  of 

ways   in    the    Lon<lon   market,    is  industrial,  moral  and  even    social 

about  .7>  or  r»  to  1.  iniquity,  that  would  much  astonish 

Trawling,  or  **  trailing,"  has  been  a  south-countryman.  This  feeling, 
practised  on  our  southern  coasts  which  proceeds,  in  the  firstinstance, 
for  about  a  century,  but  not  to  from  the  line  and  drift-net  tisher- 
any  great  extent,  except  at  Hrix-  men  (whom  we  shall  call,  for  short- 
ham,  wliich  may  be  said  to  have  ness'  sake,  the  fishermen),  has,  tea 
been  built  from  the  proceeds  of  certain  extent,  infected  all  public 
that  industry.  It  is,  however,  opinion,  and  is  by  no  means  of  re- 
only  within  the  last  twenty  or  cent  origin.  What  is  recent  is  the 
twenty-five  years  that  trawling  degree  of  fierceness  to  which  it  has 
has  been  generally  adopted  ;  but  reached.  1'he  reason  of 'this  out- 
it  is  now  largely  used  not  only  off  burst,  and  indeed  the  nature  of  the 
the  coasts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whole  feud,  cannot  properly  be 
but  also  in  French,  Dutch,  and  understood  without  a  short  explan- 
Belgian  waters.  ation    of   the  modus   operandi  of 

Such    a  rapid  develoj)ment    has  these  three  methods  of  fishing,  by 

not  been  effected  without  a  struggle,  whose  friction  so  large  a  flame  hsM 

On  the  contrary,  in  certain  ]>laces  been  kindled. 

trawling  has  met  with  so  much  "  Trawling,"  or  more  strictly 
opposition,  that  even  in  this  ep(»ch  sjicaking,  "  beam-trawHng,"  is  fish- 
of  *'  burning  questions,"  it  is,  along  ing  by  means  of  the  beam  trawl- 
a  considerable  part  of  the  coast  of  not.  Let  the  reader  imagine  a 
Great  Britain,  tlu*  most  burning,  large  beam,  from  20  to  50  feet 
In  Aberdeen,  for  instance,  the  long,  resting  on  two  iron  shoes  or 
trawlers  have  been  the  object  of  ruiiners,  sha])ed  like  a  D,  with  the 
a  demonstration  as  effective,  and  curved  side  to  the  front,  and  stand- 
probably  far  more  hearty  than  ing  from  3  to  4  feet  high.  If  he 
that  against  the  House  of  Lonls  can  achieve  this  mental  picture, 
itself.  At  Wick  and  Stornoway  we  will  next  inform  him  that 
recent  piratical  outrages  are  ex-  these  runners  are  called  the  "head- 
pected  to  bring  the  complaint  of  irons,"   an<l  present  a  flat  surface 


the    anti  •  trawlers     withm     ^'  the    to  the  ground  of    about  4  inches 
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wide.  To  the  beam  and  to  the  propelled  by  sail  or  steMuu'  lite 
straight  sides  of  the  head-iroBS  is  sailing  trawlers  are  the  lar^r,  and 
fastened  a  triangular  net,  often  mostly  work  at  longer  distanoes 
over  100  feet  long,  which  drMS  from  the  Jshore,  going  oat  to  the 
behind  the  beam  very  much  like  Dog^r  and  Fisher  banks,  whenoe  .. 
the  hood  of  a  cloak  turned  topsy-  the  &h  is  packed  in  ice,  and  sent  ' 
turvy.  The  upper  side  of  the  hood  home  in  steam-carriers.  Thesteam* 
is  attached  to  the  beam,  the  lower  trawlers  seldom  ply  further  oat 
side  is  cut  away  in  an  elliptical  than  40  or  50  miles,  as  it  does  not 
curve,  and  rests  on  the  bottom,  pay  them  to  be  at  sea  when  tlie 
the  hollow  of  the  curve  being  aboat  trawl  is  idle.  The  usual  tak^  of 
a  beam's  length  behind  the  line  of  the  trawl  consist  of  haddock, , 
the  beam.  The  edge  of  the  net  plaice,  whiting,  soles,  torbot,  gar* 
along  this  curve  is  threaded  to  a  net  cod,  dabs  and  flounders.  Her- 
hawser  or  chain,  bound  round  with  ring  are  very  seldom  caaght. 
bits  of  smaller  rope  till  it  forms  a  This  description  will,  it  is  hopdd, 
roll  of  about  5  inches  in  diameter,  ^ve  the  reader  an  idea  of  trawl* 
and  going  by  the  name  of  the  mg  sufficient  for  our  present  par* 
^*  ground-rope."  The  whole  ap-  pose.  It  does  not  mclade  the 
paratus  is  fastened  to  the  trawling-  small  trawlers,  such  as  ^  bomUe-' 
boat  by  a  hawser,  and  dragged  by  bees,"  shrimpers,  ^'  horse-trawlwi,** 
hor  sledgcwise  along  the  bottom,  m  Ac.,  who  use  a  small  variation  of 
the  same  direction,  but  about  a  the  beam  trawl-net  in  the  shallow 
mile  faster  than  the  tide ;  the  run-  waters  inshore;  this  class  of  trawler, 
ners  resting  on  the  grouud,  and  the  whatever  its  CKffeots  may  be  apon  ,• 
net  extended  behind  the  beam  the  fish,  not  having  yet  come  into 
by  the  motion  through  the  water,  serious  collision  witn  the  fishermen^ 
After  the  runners  have  passed,  the  The  line-fishermen  have  tifo 
ground-rope  behind  them  sweeps  sorts  of  lines,  *' small  lines "  and 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  stirring  up  **  great*  lines."  Tho  fonner  are  of 
the  Rsh^  who,  being  already  under  a  light  bind,  and  are  used  near 
the  ui)i>er  side  of  the  net,  are  un-  the  coast  (say  at  a  distance  of  from 
able  to  escape  upwards,  but  are  1  to  20  miles)  for  catching  had- 
carried  back  by  the  rush  of  the  dock.  They  are  about  5  miles  in 
water  into  the  pocket.  A  smooth  length,  and  often  carry  as  many 
surface  is  therefore  absolutely  as  13,440  hooks.  The  great  lines 
necessary  for  trawling  ;  and,  as  are  for  the  take  of  cod,  ling,  hali- 
a  general  rule,  this  method  of  but,  and  skate,  as  well  as  haddock, 
fishingiHConfined  to  grounds  where  and  are  shot  either  from  20  to  60 
the  bottom  is  firm  and  sandy,  mud  miles  from  shore,  or  on  the  great 
in  any  quantity  being  a  most  in-  fishing  banks  in  the  middle  of  the 
Convenient  presence  in  the  net.  North  Sea.  They  are  of  stouter 
Its  operations  are  further  limited  material  than  the  haddock-lines, 
by  the  dei>th  of  water,being  mostly  are  from  6  to  8  miles  long,  but  only 
carried  on  in  soundings  of  from  have  about  4680  hooks.  Both  these 
20  to  ^O  fathoms.  The  night  is  classes  of  lines  are  shot  from  the 
the  most  eiTective  time  for  this  boats  when  under  sail,  and  hauled 
kind  of  work, and  the  net  is  usually  in  again  in  the  same  way,  ex- 
hauled  u})  and  its  contents  emptied  cept  in  calms,  when  rowing- 
once  in  every  six  hours.  The  size  boats  are  used.  The  lines  are 
of  the  trawling-sniacks  varies  from  shot  across  the  tide,  and  are  kept 
about  30  to  90  tons,  and  ^they  are    in  position  by  buoys.     The  had* 
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dock-lilies  have  seldom  more  than  carried  on  to  an  equal  extent  in 
three  buoys  in  their  whole  length,  all  tlie  spaces  of  tne  sea,  but  is 
while  the  great  lines  show  a  buoy  confined  to  certain  grounds  fre- 
about  every  mile.  The  lines  are  quented  by  the  fish  for  the  pur- 
shot  just  before  daybreak,  the  had-  pose  of  spawning,  of  obtaining 
dock-lines  being  hauled  as  soon  as  food,  or  for  other  reasons  not  yet 
shot,  though  the  great  lines  are  fully  understood.  We  have  there- 
generally  left  down  till  slack  fore,  at  the  outset,  fishing-boats 
water.  of  these    three    kinds    all  plying 

Drift-nets   are  used,  in  the  dis-  their  trade  in  certain  districts  of 

tricts   with    which    we    are    now  limited  area.     It  is  not,  however, 

dealing,    almost    entirely    in    the  the    mere   community   of   haunts 

herring-fishery,     though     further  that  produces  the  collision  between 

south  they  are   largely   employed  fishermen  and    trawlers.      Unfor- 

for    mackerel.     These     nets     are  tunately  the  form  and  method  of 

from  1  to  2  miles  long,  and  about  trawling  is  almost,  one  might  say, 

30  feet  deep.     They  are  suspended  physically  antagonistic  to  the  other 

in  a  straight   line,  at,  or   a   little  two  systems  of  fishing.     Drift-nets 

below,  the   sui*face,   by  means    of  and  lines  are  of  a  fragile  nature, 

fioats  ;     and  are  allowed  to  drift  easily  broken  and  destroye<l,  and 

with  the  tide,  forming   a   sort  of  when  so  treated,  are   difficult    to 

floating    fence.      The    fish,  when  recover.     They   are,   as   we   have 

they  meet  this  obstacle,  run  their  seen,  of  great  length,  and  are  laid 

heads    into   the    meshes,   and    at-  across  the  stream  of  the  tide,  thus 

tempting  to  get  through,  are  caught  forming  a  series  of  obstacles,  sonie- 

bv  the  gills  and  unable  to  go  back,  times   2   miles,  sometimes  8  miles 

Tlie   usual  time  for  drift-net  fish-  from   end   to  end,  planted   about 

ing  is  at  night,  the  fish  being  taken  a    particular   sea    area,    at    right 

in  the  greatest  quantities  just  after  angles  to  the  course  of  trawlers, 

sundown  or  beforti  dawn.  who  are    perpetually  working  up 

The  line    and    drift-net    boats,  and  down.     In   addition    to    this, 

depending  as  they  do  mostly  upon  the     lines     themselves     are    only 

small  tidal  harbours,  are,  as  a  class,  marked  by  small   buoys,  often  at 

much  smaller  than  the    trawlers,  long  intervals  from  each  other,and 

The  long-line  smacks  are  the  larg-  which  are,  in  rough  weather,  in- 

est ;   but   many   of    the   drift-net  visible   beyond   a   short  distance^ 

and  haddock  boats  are  undecked.  The  trawler  can  pass  through  any 

although   of  late  years  there    has  number   of  lines  without  damage 

been   an    increasing    tendency   to  to    himself ;  indeed    he    may    be 

build  boats  of  a   larger   class  for  often   ignorant  that    he  has  done 

these  industries.  so.     The  boat  to  which  the  lines 

It  will   not  require  a  prolonged  belong,     even     if     her    position 

study  of  the  above  description  to  would  always  give  a  clue  to   the 

show    that    a    collision     between  lie  of  her  gear,  may  be  at  a  long 

trawling   on   the    one   hand,   and  distance  from  the  point  where  the 

drift-net    and  fishing-line   on   the  line  is  crossed.      In   the  case  of 

other,   is   as   inevitable    as    when  nets,  tlie  boat  is  of  course  nearer 

one  gentleman  at   an  Irish  fair  is  to  her   property  ;  but  without  ex* 

dragging  a   coat,    and   another  is  perience  of  that  kind  of  fishing, 

looking  for  a  coat  to  tread  upon.  there  is  no   means   of   telliug  the 

In   the   first   place,  it   must    be  direction   in   which   the    nets  are 

remembered    that    fishing    is   not  laid,    unless    the     floats    can    be 
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sighted — a  process  which  is  often  eVen  in  the  days  when  tra^Iing- 
diffioult  or  impossible.  Moreover,  v^ns  practised  to  a  far  less  extent 
owing  to  the  caste-feeling  between  than  at  present.  For  instance,  in 
the  two  trades,  the  master  of  a  1862,  representations  were  made- 
trawler  has  seldom  had  any  ezi  by  the*  Si  Menace  men  against 
perience  of  line  or  net  fishing,  and  trawling  in  the  Traith  Hole  off  the 
his  crew  never.  They  are  thus  month  of  the  Firth  of  Forth  ;  and 
less  able  to  jud^e  the  probable  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  were: 
position  of  this  kind  of  gear,  and  induced  to  order  a  suspension. of 
the  best  means  of  avoiding  damage,  trawling  on  that  grouna.  Again^ 
Finally,  when  we  remember  that  in  1866  and  1878,  when  Commis- 
all  the  three  method^  of  fishinff  sions  were  appointed  to  investigate 
are  carried  on  largely  in  the  dai£  the  whole  Question  of  the  state  of 
or  dusk,  we  shall  cease  to  be  sur-  the  sea-fisneries  .  of  the  United* 
prised  that  collision  between  them  Kingdom,  the  fishermen  of  the 
has  been  frequent,  and  that  much  north-east  coast  complained  of  a 
bad  blood  has  resulted  therefrom,  general  decrease  of  fish,  but  especi* 

Indeed    for  many  years    there  ally  of  haddock,  which  they  attrib- 

have  been  loud  complaints  made  uted  entirely  to  the  trawlers.    Both 

by  the  tishermen,  not  only  as  to  these  Commissions,  however,  came- 

interference  with,  and  injury  to,  to  the  conclusion  that  no  decrease- 

the  nets  and  lines,  on  the  part  of  was  visible  in  the  supply  of  fish  on 

the  trawlers,  but  also  as  to  the  oar  coasts,  and  that  no  injorioua 

harmful  effect  of  trawling  upon  effects    were  to  be  apprehended 

the  fiflh-supply.  from  an   unrestricted  use  of  the* 

Now,  although  there  is  no  neoes-  beam-trawl, 
sary  connection  between  these  two       In  the  Report  of  the  Commis— 

charges,  it  will  be  found  that,  in  sioners  of  1878,  the  following  pas* 

the  history  of  the  trawling  ones-  sage  occurs  : — 
tion,  they  always  appear  together ;       "  Inshore  trawling  has  been  prao* 

and    that,   in   regions   where    the  tised  more  ^or  less  for  a  great  many 

physical  collisionbetween  fishermen  yea»-    The  practice  has  undoubtedly 

and  trawlers  is  slight,  the  injurious  ^'^'^  ^^  ^*^  T°/^^  "^^L^a  it 

IT    4.      r  *       ^•         \.\^    n  \^  Sca,    The  cause  of  its  mcrease  is  so 

effects  of  trawling  on  the  fish-sup.  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^h  explaining. 

})ly  do  not  strike  the  fishermen  so  j^  appears  almost  paradoxical  to  assert 

forcibly.     It  is  not  indeed  surpris-  that  the  stagnation  of  trade  has  led  to 

ing  that,  an  ill-feeling  having  been  a  revolution  in  fishing;  but  paradox- 

once  established  by  one  particular  ical  as  the  statement  may  seem,  it  is 

grievance,  all  other  grievances  that  nevertheless    true.      The    steam-tugs' 

arise  should  be  attributed  to  the  Plyi%  »*  *^®  ^?^^  ^{J^^  Tyne  and 

same  cause    esneciallv  in  the    ah-  ^®  ^^^  ^*^®  ^^^  thrown  out  of 

same  cause,  especially  in  tne  aD-  employ  by  slack  trade.    Their  masters, 

senceof  other  satisfactory  explan-  d«^ng  of  obtaining  other  profitable 

ations  for  their  existence.   Nothmg  ^ork  for  them,  have  placed  trawls  on 

is  really  more  difiicult  to  account  board  of  them,  and  have  sent  them 

for  than  a  bad  fishing  season  occur-  out  to  fish.    But  the  tugs  are  hardly 

ring  after  a  good  one ;  but  to  a  fitted  to  fish  the  distant  grounds  in 

fisherman,  who  has  for  some  time  the  North  Sea  to  which  the  trawling. 

past  looked  upon  steam-trawler  X  ^^J^^^s^^Vl^.^Z^J^'J^' 

4.U         *rii      -1*1.  •  pelled,  therefore,  if  they  trawl  at  allt 

as  the  root  of  all  evil,  the  cause  is  ^tn^wl  on  the  inshore  grounds,  on 

readv  to  band.  which   the  hook-and-line  men    have 

We  find,  accordingly,  that  such  hitherto  enjoyed  a  practical  monopoly. 

complaints   have    always    existed.  In  many  cases,  wiuout  the  assistanob 
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of   steam,   that  monopoly  could  not  Scotcli   coast   belong  to    English 

bave  iMMm  (listurUHl.      The  trawlers  ports.  The  difference  of  habits  and 

can  only  work  on  a  smooth  l)ottoin,  reliirion  shown  by  these  strangers, 

and  on  most  phices  cm  th(' east  co^^^  .„   ^„^l,    ^  way,    for   instance^   as 
of  Enjifland  tin*  bottom  is  alternately  .       i     ^    •   i*  o      j 

Mianr  and    'smooth';    or,     in    le^i  occasional     trawling    on    Sunday^ 

teehnical   Ian*:unK*N  P«'itches  of    rock  arc  displeasing  to  the  Scotch.  Also, 

crop  up  in  the  midst  of  sjuid  or  mud.  in  event  of  actual  collision,  there 

A  s;iiling  smack,   dependent  on   her  is  naturally  less  desire  for  mutual 

Siiils,  ami  ft)reed  to  taek,  has  liardly  accommodation,   where  the  dispu- 

room  to  work  on  the  small  patelies  of  ^ants  belong  to  the  two  countries. 

mud  and  sand   without  fouling    her  y|,^    steam-trawlers     are    usually 

trawl  on  the  roeks.     A  steamer,  ahle  x.^.    i        ^  i  if 

to  turn  more  quickly,  can  avoid  the  ^^tte*^  <>"^  ^Y  a  company  or  a  well- 

rocks,  and  work  on  the  smaller  patchrs  to-do  hsh-merchant,  while  the  boats 

of  smooth."  are  the  property  of  the  fishermen 

themselves        lie  nee     the     catch- 

Since  these  words  were  written,  words,  "  rich  and  poor,"  "  capital 
steam-trawling  has  developed  to  a  and  labour,"  are  mixed  up  in  the 
great  extent  on  our  north-cast  controversy,  affording  welcome  op- 
coasts.  It  is  not  only  tugs  out  of  portunities  to  the  professional  agi- 
work  that  are  now  used  ;  but  tator.  Finally,  as  much  seaman- 
steamers  are  built  solely  for  the  shij)  is  not  required  on  board  a 
trade,  fitted  with  steam -winches,  steam- trawler,  the  crews  are  often 
ice-holds,  and  other  modern  ap-  filled  in  with  "soldiers,"  longshore 
pliancies.  In  1884  there  were  loafers,  and  others,  who  are  looked 
about  140  steam-trawlers  at  work  upon  by  the  regular  fishermen  with 
between     the    ^loray    Firth     and  contempt. 

Flamborough  Head.  Whatever  the        Apart   from    these    sentimental 

direction   of  the  wind,  these  ves-  grievances,the  position  of  the  fisher- 

sels  can  make  as  many  continuous  men  is  one  deserving  of  great  sym- 

hauls  as  they  please,  going  up  with  pathy.     They  are  face  to  face  with 

one  tide  and   down  with  the  next,  a  new  industry  in   direct  rivalry 

Also,  from  their  practice  of  work-  with  their  own,  which,  as  a  more 

ing  near  the  land,  they  come   in  efficient  method  of  catching  certain 

contact  with   the   slighter  and  less  classes  of  fish,  is  gradually  driving 

adequately  buoyed   haddock-lines,  them  from  a  large  portion  of  the 

which   are,  of    all   gear,  the  most  market.     This  must   in   itself    be 

liable  to  damage.  sufficiently     galling    to    men,    in 

This   new   <levelo]>ment   has,   it  whose   families  the   fishing  trade 

may  be   gathered  from  tlie  above  has  often  been  hereditary  for  long 

description,   added   fresh    fuel    to  periods,   and    who  are  absolutely 

the  flames  of  the  <lispute  between  de]>endent  on  it  for  making  a  living, 

the   fishermen   and     the   trawlers.  Moreover,  the   present  law  of  pub- 

If,    for   all    the   reasons   we   have  lie  property  in  the  tishing-grounds 

enumerated,  a  modua  rivendi  be-  is  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the 

tweeu    fishing-boats     and     sailing  trawlers.   Resident  fishermen,  who 

trawlers   was   difficult,   that   diffi-  have  been  accustomed  to  fish  on 

cully  is  tenfold  greater  in  the  case  grounds  that  their  ancestors  have 

of  the   steamer.     Hut  besides  the  worked,  naturally  feel   jealous  at 

more   obvious  causes  of  collision,  the   a])pearance  of  strange   boats. 

there  are  others  of  a  less  evident  l>ut  when,  after  a  period  of  suocess- 

L'haracter.     A  good  many  of  the  ful  fishing,  they  see  these  strangers 

steam-trawlers    coasting  off    the  put  off  to  fresh   grounds,  leaving 
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nothing  but    diminished    takes  to  ''  3164.  Every    one    ahanfloned    it 

the  residents,  it  is  not  to  be  won-'  [trawling].      Why  ?      Because    they 

dered  if  they  consider  themselves  were  doing  evil." 

victims  of   an    undoubted  wrong.  **  9863.  Some  people  say  that  trawl - 

Nor  is  that  all.      In    addition   to  ing  is  a  discover}'-  of  science,  but  I 

being   driven    from    the    market,  thmk  that  no    science  is  good  that 

thev  find  that   the    oi)erations   of  destroys  nature,  which  we  know  trawl- 

their  rivals  have    often  tlie  effect  ^'^g,^^??-    .f^^l^^'  ^^""J^'l^  ""^  ^^^ 

of  driving  them  from  the  sea.     Not  ^^SJ'^,^ 

only  are  they  beaten  m  the  race  nature,  and  told  her  to  b(^  fruitful,  and 

by  fair  runnmg,  but  they  are  liable  multiply  and  replenish  the  elements." 

to  be  tripped  up  and  crippled  by  ^             ^                 ^  ^.          .      . 

their  antilonisis      It  is  ai  though  Frequent  representations,  ,n  the 

the  tram-cars  of  a  prosperous  line  "hape  of  letters  and  complaints,  in 

were  not  content  with  running  om-  »  «niilar   language  and   spirit  to- 

nibuses  and  cabs  off  the  roaS,  but  **»«»?  ^^%tacU,  banng  been  made 

actually  ran  them  down  as  well.  »*>  l*'*»?''*'l  ° V  ^t  ^'    /Ju*! 

From   the    operation    of    these  authorities,  the  President  of  that 

various  causes,  a  state  of   feeling  foajd  appointed  a  Commission  m 

has   arisen   thkt  cannot  be  better  September  1883  to 

described  than    by  a  few  extracts  **  inquin*  into  and  report  upon  the 

taken    from     the    evidence   given  comphiints   that  have  l>een  made  by 

before  the   Commission    that   has  the  line  and  drift-net  fishermen  of  in- 

recentlv  investijritLHl  thp  subiPot  Junes  sustained  by  them  in  their  call - 

rtctntu   nnestigatcd  the  subject,  ing,  owing  to  the  use  of  the  trawl-net 

and  to  whose  appointment  we  shall  ^nd    l)eam-trawl,   in    the    territorial 

shortly  refer.  waters  of  the  United  Kingdom  ;  and 


X\\k  y    ;ijn- na«iv;iw|  liiivu  ciwiiji    Liii;  iiurs  o(JoDttKl 

int,.ntioi.all.v ;  and  thoy  not  only  take  ^^       ,i  plentiful  supply  of  flsh." 

away  tlKMinos,  but  they  try  to  drown  *  *  \^  ^ 

\\\v  tisluTiiu'n."  "  The  Report  of  this  Commission 

"(ior..  Mv  «if.-.  whik.   s^.lling   flsh  hf».  lately  been    presented  to  her     . 

tlKM.tl>..rai\v,  found  a  woman  in  Aber-  Majesty,    and    is   now    accessible 

(lf.li  {tot  th.'  JHundic!  through  eating  ^    "«^'"  subjects  in   the    form  of 

lish  <aii<;ht  by  the  trawlers. "  a  Blue-book.     Between   the  gen- 

,,",  ,  eral  reader  and  a  Blue-book  there 

":m()8.  Make    uo    wonder  though  exists  a  natural   antipathy,  which, 

vou  hear  of  niunler  on  tiie  high  seas  i  •*'i;ii  j- 

Utwixt  fishorinen  aiul  trawU-rs."  however    justihable    on    ordinary 

occasions,    is   in    the   present    m- 

*'4H7l.  To  toll  you  the  truth,  gen-  stance  to  be  regretted.     A  subject 

tlemcn,  there  is  no  tonguo  can  tell  you  like  trawling,  affecting  a  class   so 

tht'  trials,  and  the  (hsad vantages,  and  interesting  as  the  lishermen,  and  a 
tne;'ru'vaniH's  wo  nave  to  meet  with  at  ^'  •  *      *  u  i 

<....       It  ;.   ^..^    fi,^. ,  f^  oiV  r«  ♦Mo  question  so  important  as  our  lish- 

>«'a.      It  IS   one    thin;;  to  sit  on  tnis  ^       ,  .u-i^i 

iKuuh  Ufore   you,  gcnilemen,  to  try  8»PPb%  cannot   fail  to  have  some 

and  (•xi)n'ss  it,  but  it  is  anothiT  thing  attractions,     especially     m     those 

to  Im'  (HI  the  ^reund  and  fwl  it."  northern  regions  that  lie  around  the 

^^,,    T      11.11  1      Txi^i  cradleof  *Afaga,' which  are  the  prin- 

-  .  S2(K  I  will  t(41  you  what  I  think      .     j  battleground  of  the  opposing 

alKnitthemtrawlers,  sir,— thereisalot  ^ '^  Tir°.i        c  * 

of  the  ^'.xxm  of  Hull  gets  into  them.  ^^^ces.     ^\  e  therefore  propose  to 

nK.4i<*ve  a  soldier  can  be  a  trawler  put  before  our  readers  a  few  of  the 

lisheriuan."  present   aspects   of    the   trawling 
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questidn,  as  disclosed  in  the  Com-  to  "  a  combination   of  difficulties, 

missioiiers'  Report,  in  a  lighter  and  such  as  probably  exist  in  the  case  of 

less  formal  style  than  such  a  serious  no  other  litigation,"  which  have  to  a 

publication     allows,   adding   from  great  extent  prevented  their  obtain- 

time   to  time  such  information  or  in^  adequate  redress  cither  in  civil 

comment  as  may  seem  necessary.  suits  for  damages  or  prosecutions 

The  complaints  of  the  fishermen  under  the  Sea  Fisheries  Acts.     To 

against  the    trawlers,  fall,  as    the  enter   further   into    this   question 

Commissioners  point  out,  into  two  would   protract  our   paper   to  an 

classes  :  first,  those  of  decrease  of  undue  length.    It  is,  too,  a  matter 

lish  ;  secondly,  those  of  damage  to  of  more  interest  to  tlie  fishermen 

gear.  and    trawlers   tliemselves  than  to 

As  regards  the  second  of  these  the  general  public,  and  depends  to 
points,  we  have  already  touched  a  great  extent  upon  Acts  of  Parlia- 
uponthestateof  things  out  of  which  ment,  rendered  more  than  usually 
it  arises,  showing  how  the  natural  obscure  by  their  having  to  be  read 
rivalry  of  the  fishermen  and  trawl-  together  with  International  Fish- 
ers is  aggravated  l)y  the  conditions  cry  Conventions, 
of  their  respective  industries.  This  The  question  of  the  fish-supply, 
exasi)oration  is  unfortunately  kept  on  the  other  hand,  not  only  affects 
alive  by  the  peculiar  difficulties  that  the  whole  population  of  the  United 
lie  in  the  way  of  recovering  dam-  Kingdom,  but  is  also  of  consider- 
age  for  injuries  of  this  description,  able  attraction  to  the  general  reader, 
should  the  trawler  deny  his  lia-  being  concerned  i  not  merely  with 
bility.  the  fate  of  a  particular  branch  of 

In  the    Hrst    place,  there  is  the  the  fisheries,  but  with  the  natural 

difficulty  of  identification.     As  the  laws  that  govern  the  habits  of  all 

Commission  says —  fish.      It  will,  however,  be  easily 

-'When  nets  or  lines  are  injured,  understood,  that  in  proportion  as 

the  mischief  usually  takes  place  dur-  this   part   of   the    Commissioners' 

ing  the  nif^ht  or  about  daybreak,  and  inquiry  embraces  a  wider  and  more 

ofttjn  at  a  considerable  distance  from  varied'  field  than  the  other,  so  is 


ami  cue  usnermeu  caTiUiH  say  i)v  wuat        J  ,;      ,  ^  —    J     p 

vo.s.sel  the  (lama*,'*' was  (lone.  .  /.Some-  "orant  of  all  that  relates  to  the 
tiuu'S  the  trawler  is  plainly  visible,  food-fislies  of  the  sea.  Such  know- 
but  is  so  distant,  or  steerinc:  in  such  ledge  is  not  easy  to  come  at,  and 
a  direction  thai  her  number  an«llrtt«*rs,  hitherto  there  have  been  no  prac- 
which  im  only  painted  on  her  bow,  tical  reasons  for  invest  I  cation  in 
are  not  clistinpishable  by  the  crew  ^i^^t  direction.  We  have  always 
of  the  lishin«'-boat.  ,_,  ^  u  c  i  .^y 
"="  iiad  as  much    fish   as  we  wanted, 

The  fishermen  are  unable  to  follow  taking   one  season    with    another, 

her  to  take   her  number,  because  and   the  supply  has  seemed  practi- 

of  the  further  loss  tbcy  •  .iir^.;  JTRur  ^-ally    inexhaustible.      In  the  case 

if  th^y  deserted  their  -  .  .-  m:   its  of  some    fishes    that   ascend    our 

broken    condition.     Tlu-.     ■<  also  rivers  it  has  been  different;  their 

the     impossibility,    un<ler  certain  numbers  liave  been  rapidly  dimin- 

circumstances,    of     overtaking     a  ished  by  over-fishinc ;  we  have  been 

steamer.     But  even  if  the  offender  comj>eried  to  investigate  their  lives, 

be  identitied,  the  fishermen  have  a  and  regulate  their  capture  by  the 

great  dislike  to  going  to  law,  owing  knowledge  thus  obuined.     But  of 
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the  great  shoals  that  inhabit  the  merchant, — no    accounts    of     the 

sea,  what  do  you  know  ?    What  do  amount   of  fish   they  sell,*  or  the 

we   know   of   the    spawning,   the  money  they  make  in  each  year — of 

growth,  the  food,  the  enemies  of  the  time  spent  at  sea,  or  the  state 

such  fish  ;  of  the  eflPect  upon  them  of   the    weather   in    each    season. 

of  the  saltness  or  temperature  of  Finally  in  the  words  of  the  Com- 

the   water,   of  the  varying  condi-  missioners — 
Uons   of   the  air?     Nay,  more, — 

owing  to  the  absence  of  any  reffu-  **  The  increase  in  the  number  and 

lar  fishing  statistics,  we  cannot  tell  «l^.^^  the  fishing-boats  and  in  the 

♦  I...     I        ca\           u*            11  eflncirncy  of  their  apparatus,  make  if 

the  number  offish  caught  annually  difficult  to  say  how  fir  the  supply  of 

the  iium])er  of  boats,  the  extent  of  fish  brought  to  market  is  an  accurate 

the   gear   employed,    or   the  time  test  of  the  increased  or    diminished 

spent    in    the    fishing.      Without  productiveness  of  the  fishing-grounds, 

knowledge  of  this  kind,  upon  what  ^ov  do  the  grounds  themselves  always 

sort  of  evidence  must  we  fall  back  ?  remain  the  same.     New  grounds  are 

I'ponthatof  the  fishermen  them-  discovered  in  addition  to  those  for- 

selves.     Now  there  is  probably  no  ^n^  LuT,^\wh 'n  hT^  ^^  ""^^ 

..          1          e           .     .{         •  r    J  grounds  Jire  abandoned," 
lUKT  class  of  men  in  the^e  islands 

than  the  lishermen.     Numl>ers   of  In  view  of  these  many  difficulties 

them  have  the  bravery  and    sim-  that  met  them  upon  the  threshold 

plicity  of  men  whose  life  is  one  of  of  their  investigation,   the    Com-  * 

struggle  and  hardship,  and  who  are  missioners   seem   to  have  adopted 

ac(Mistome<l  to  look  danger  in   the  the  best  course  that  was  open  to 

face.     J5ut  it  cannot  be  said  that  them.     While  they  were  occupied 

they  are  altogether  fitted   to  give  themselves  in  taking  evidence  from 

accurate  evidence  on  a  question  of  the  fishermen  and   trawlers,   Pro- 

this   kind.     They    have   fished    in  fessor   Mcintosh,   of   St    Andrews 

the     ways     they     fish      now     for  University,  was  directed  to  carry 

conluries.     Although  constantly  at  on    a  series  of   experiments  as  to 

sea,  they  have  little   leisure  ;  and  the   actual    effects   of    the    trawl. 

\en   if  they   had,  do   not  possess  For   this   purpose   a  sum  of   jt'200 

the  e(lu(\ited  faculty  necessary  for  was   advanced    by    the    Treasury, 

close  <>bservation.  and  arrangements  were  made  with 

If  tlu'V  do  observe,  it  is  through  owners  of  steam-trawlers  at  Gran- 

thi'    ghisses    of   tradition,    handed  ton  an«l  Aberdeen,  under  which  the 

d<)\vii  tt)  theiii  by  iheir  forefathers,  Professor  was  to  be  taken  on  board 

and    anytiiing    beyond  the   rim  of  for  the  ordinary  trips,  and  allowed 

these  they  will    not   see.     Further,  to    register    the   contents    of    the 

in   evidence    so   obtained,  there  is  trawl-net.     The    chief    object    of 

always  great  difficulty  in   separat-  these   experiments    was    to  obtain 

iiitX  tiU'ts  from  inferences,especially  accurate     information    respecting 

wiien  the  matter  to  be  investigated  the  destiuction    of    immature  fish 

i>s  closely  boun<l  up  with  the  inter-  and   Kj»awn,  said  to  be   caused  by 

esis  of  the    witness.     In    addition  trawling.     Professor  ^I*Inlosh  be- 

l«)  all  tliis,  the  fishermen   have  no  gan  his  voyages  in  January  1884, 

means   hut  memory  of  comparing  and  continued  them  to  the  end  of 

the  results  of  present   with   those  August  in  the  same  year.     During 

of   former  years.     No   records  of  their      continuance,      ninety-three 

their   takes  are  kept,  excej)t  such  hauls   of   the    trawl    were    made, 

approximations  as  may  be  reached  upon  the  ordinary  fishing-grounds 

through  the  tlsh-curer  and  the  fish-  off  the  Scotch  coast,  the  results  of 


a  decrease 
in  certain 
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which  were  carefully  registered  by        **  Aft(T  carefully    considering    the 

the  Professor,  and  summarised    in  whole  evidence  noon  the  question  of 

a  valuable  paper,  printed    in    the  ^jj®  <le«rease  of  fish,  we  are  of  opinion 

Appendix   to   the  Commissioners'  ^  ?.^^  ^^^^^^  territorial  waters- 

rli^                      ^    ,.                      -        *' (l.)On  many  fishing-grounds,  from 
The  presence  of  this  paper,  and  the  Moray  Firth  to  Grimsby,    there 
its  accomf)anying  register,  is  a  fea-  has  bc<in  a  falling  oflf  in  the  lakes  of 
ture  in  the  evidence  of    the    late  flat-fish,  both  as  regards  quantity  and 
Commission.     The  previous  Com-  quality, 
mission    had     proceeded    entirely  .    "  (2)  There  has  also  been:a 
upon  unscientiiic  evidence,  such  as  "}  ^^^*  \^>^«  ?^  haddock  in   cerw 
that  of  fishermen,  and  others  prac  ^^T^  S&' oSoTwate^^^ 
tically  acquamted  with  the  ques-        ^^(3.)  No  decrease,  exct^pt  in  the  case 
tion.     In  the  present  case,  however,  of  soles,  has  been  proved  on  the  total 
the   Commissioners   were   able  to  takes  of  the  North  Ssa/' 
test  and  compare   all  such   state- 
ments with  the   actual   results   of  The   conclusions  of  the   Commis- 
trawling  as  studied  by  an  impartial  sioners    as    to    the     decrease    of 
person  trained  to  habits  of  obser-  haddock  and    ilat-fish    are    based 
vation.     It  is  true  that   the   short  upon   the   almost   universal   testi- 
duration  of  these  experiments  pre-  mony  of  thefishermen,confirmedby 
vents  their  being  conclusive  in   a  the  result  of  Professor  M 'Intosb  s 
scientific   sense ;    but   as   a   rough  observations.    As  regards  the  soles^ 
test  of  the   effects   of  trawling,  it  the  evidence  was  mainly  that  of 
cannot  be  denied  that  they  greatly  the  trawlers  themselves,  this  kind 
strengthen  the  report  of  the  Com-  of  fish  being  taken  solely  by  the 
missioners.     The  only  other  exper-  trawl-net. 

iments  of  a  like  character  in  the        Now,   looking  at  these   conclu- 

history  of  the   trawling   question,  sions  for  a  moment,  apart  from  any 

are   those   that    w- ere   carried   out  cause  to  which  they  are  attributed^ 

in   Galway    Bay   under   the   Irish  they  point  undoubtedly  towards  a 

Fishery  Boani  during    the    years  serious  fact,  and  one  that  demands 

1873-1 8 T6.     The  results  of  these,  the    careful    consideration  of  the 

in   important    points,  agree,  it    is  Government.     Up  to   the   present 

satisfactory  to   learn,    with    those  time  all  sea-fishery  Hegislation   has 

obtained  by  Professor  M*Intosh.  been  based  upon   the   theory   that 

Quitting     then,     the    materials  there  are  more  fish  in  the  sea  than 

from  which  the  Comissiuners  have  ever  came  out  of  it.     In  the  light  of 

drawn   their   conclusions    on    the  this  axiom,  all  methods  of  sea-fish- 

(juestion  uf  the  decrease  of  the  fish-  ing  have   been   free,  and   the   sea 

supply,  we  will    now  proceed   to  within  the   territorial   waters   haa 

those  conclusions  themselves.  been  looked  upon  as  the   property 

The  Commissioners  of  186G  and  of  the  nation. 
1878,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  an        But  if  it  be   shown   that,  owing 

earlier  part  of  this  paper,  came   to  to  the  indiscriminate  use   of   any 

the   conclusion   that   no    decrease  iDethod  of  fishing,  or  to  the  want 

was  visible  in   the   supply    of   fish  of  a  close -time  for   any  species  of 

on  our  coasts.  This  consoling  view  fish,  or  to  any  other  cause,  there  is 

is  not,  we  regret  to  say,  altogether  an  undoubted  diminution  in   that 

borne  out  by  the   report  we  are  suppiv    which    has    always    been 

now  considering.   That  report  says  considered  inexhaustible,  it  is  clear 

paragraph  16  : —  that  we  must  reconsider  onr  posi. 
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tion.  Docrease  unchecked  ends  in  cannot  hope  to  "  expel  her  by  the 
destruction:  and  if  the  haddock-  fork  "  of  an  Act  of  Parliament.  If, 
fishery  in  narrow  waters,  and  the  however,  it  is  the  result  of  over 
ttat-tish  fishery  all  along  the  coast,  fishing,  of  fishing  in  any  piirticular 
are  allowed  to  go  on  decreasing  way,  or  even  of  general  disturbance 
till  they  are  practically  destroyed,  of  tlie  fishing-grounds,  the  remedy 
we  shall  have  killed  a  goose  that  is  in  our  own  hands,  even  if  we^ 
has  laid  golden  eggs  of  untold  have  to  "  lav  hands  on  our  father' 
value.  The  inshore  haddock-fish-  Protagoras,  in  the  shape  of  Polit- 
eries  on  the  north-east  coast  give  ical  Economy, 
employment  lo  a  large  number  of  It  is  clearly,  then,  of  the  first 
the  smaller  boats,  and  to  old  men  importance  to  determine  what  the 
and  boys,  who  are  physically  un-  cause  or  causes  of  the  alleged  de- 
able  to  follow  the  «leep-sea  fishing,  crease  really  are.  If  we  were  to 
as  well  as  to  steam-trawlers.  If  inquire  of  the  fishermen,  we  should 
these  fisheries  have  to  be  aban-  get  but  one  answer — Trawling  is 
doned,  only  the  richer  fishermen,  the  cause.  As,  however,  we  have 
who  are  able  to  build  the  larger  endeavoured  to  point  out,  there  are 
boats,  will  remain  in  the  trade,  the  reasons  why  fishermen  just  now 
supply  of  the  freshest  and  best  qual-  are  not  altogether  the  most  impar- 
ity of  tish  will  be  seriously  diminish-  tial  judges  of  the  effects  of  trawling, 
ed,  and  the  market  will  be  largely  Moreover,  unfortunately  for  their 
dependent  upon  the  less  palatable  own  general  allegations,  they  have 
iced  tish  that  is  caught  out  at  sea.  given  particulars  of  the  ways  in 
Also,  the  further  it  is  necessary  to  which  the  mischief  is  (Jone.  These 
go  to  catch  the  fish,  the  dearer  will  are  reducible  to  four  :  (1.)  Destruc- 
it  become.  Ik'sides,  as  the  number  tion  of  spawn  ;  (2.)  Destruction  of 
of  larger  boats  increase,  so  will  immature  fish  ;  (3.)  Injury  to  food 
the  otVshore  banks  become  more  of  fish  and  bait-beds  ;  (4.j  Disturb- 
crowded  ;  ;in<l  there  seems  to  be  ance  an<l  exhaustion  oi  fishing- 
no  reason  why   the  decrease  that  grounds. 

has  begun  inshore  should  not  ex-  The    above    charges    prac^tically 

lend  further  an<l  further  from  the  cover  the  whole  case  of  the  oppon- 

e<)ast.     A  gn'jiter  risk  will  also  be  ents    of   trawling.       We    propose, 

incm  ivd   hy   those   taking  part  in  therefore,  to  deal  with  them  aeri- 

the  fisheries.  atini,  varying  the  order  in  which 

In  tile  case  of  soles,  the  destruc-  they  appear  in  the  Commissioners* 

tion   is   si  ill  more  serious,  as,  not  lleport,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 

heing  limited  to  inshore  waters,  it  the  most  important  of  the  four  to 

may    he    expert  ed    to    end    in  the  the  last. 

total  extermination  of  the  sjiecies.  Destruction  of  spawn  is  alleged 
Of  all  the  food-tishes  of  the  sea,  to  occur  by  the  pressure  of  the 
the  sole  is  most  popular,  and  if  "runners,"  whicliwc  have  described 
any  legislation  could  prevent  its  as  carrying  the  trawl-beam  ;  and 
iM'comiug  extinct,  no  time  should  by  the  passage  of  the  ground  rope 
be  l<»st  in  initiating  it.  But  it  is  along  the  bottom.  It  is  also  al- 
lien' that  the  real  difUculty  of  the  leged  that  spawn  is  brought  up  in 
(piestion  meets  us.  In  what  direc-  the  net  in  great  quantities  and  so 
tion  is  such  legislation  to  proceed?  killed.  Now,  for  trawling  to  pro- 
To  what  cause  is  the  diminution  of  duce  these  effects,  it  is  necessary 
these  three  kinds  of  tish  due?  If  that  the  s])awn  should  be  on  the 
it  is  due  to  the  force  of  Nature,  we  bottom  of  the  sea  ;  and  it  is  a  curi- 

voL.  rxxxvn.— NO.  dcccxxxv.  2z 
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ous  instance  of  the  vitality  of  tra-  nieslies  of   the  trawl-net,  as  Pro- 

dition  in  the  face   of   exj)erionce,  fensor  M'Intosh  states  that  it  was 

that    the    fishermen    exaTnined    by  rare   to    capture   dabs    under    5^ 

the  Commissioners  maintained   to  inches  in  length,  and  that  in  using 

a  man  that  all  spawn  did  sink  to  the   small   trawl  close   inshore   in 

•  the  bottom.     Far  from  this  being  St   Andrews    Kay,    none    of    the 

the  case,  recent  investigations   in  smaller  fiat-fishes  with  which  that 

Norway,  America,   and    Scotland,  region   abounds  were  taken.     This 

liave  established  as  an  undoubted  absence  of  immature  fish  in  large 

fact,  that  ripe  and  uninjured  ova  quantities  from  the  trawl-net  was 

of  cod,  haddock,  and  fiat-fish,  and  fully    borne  out   by  the   trawlers 

many  others,    either  fioat  on    the  themselves;  and  it  seems  clear  that, 

surface  of  the  water  or  a  little  be-  at  anv  rate  in  the  districts  visited 

low  it.     The   only  important   ex-  by    the   Commission,   there   is  no 

cei)tion   to  this  rule  is  the  spawn  wasteful  or  unnecessary  destruction 

of  the   herring.     It  is,   therefore,  of   food -fishes  committed    in   this 

lierring-spawn     only    that     could  way. 

suffer  by  the  action  of  the  trawl.  The  next  charge  we  come  to  is 
and  in  the  takes  of  this  fish,  the  that  of  "injury  to  the  food  of  fish 
Commissioners  find  that  there  has  and  the  bait-beds."  It  is  easy  to 
been  no  diminution.  understand  that  constant  trawling 
If  evidence  of  reputation  were  on  a  limited  area,  such  as  a  raussel- 
to  be  trusted,  the  trawlers  would  bed,  may  injure  and  disturb  the 
come  off  badly  on  the  charge  of  inhabitants,  and  deprive  the  fisher- 
destroying  immature  fish.  The  men  of  their  supply  of  bait.  In- 
bad  name  that  they  have  incurred  deed  this  possibility  has  been  rec- 
in  this  respect  is  perhaps  due  to  ognised  by  the  Legislature,  who 
the  work  of  the  small  trawlers  have  given  power  to  the  Board  of 
alluded  to  in  the  beginning  of  this  Trade  to  suspend  trawling  in  such 
paper,  who  on  many  parts  of  the  places.  But  the  alleged  damage 
coast  work  close  inshore,  and  pro-  done  by  the  trawl  to  the  bottom 
bably  do  destroy  a  large  amount  of  the  sea,  and  to  "the  inverte- 
of  fry.  Although,  throughout  the  brate  bottom  fauna  "  inhabiting  the 
evidence  taken  by  the  Commission,  banks  where  the  fish  feed,  seems  to 
it  is  clearly  the  belief  of  the  fish-  be  of  a  somewhat  visionary  charac- 
ermen  that  this  evil  prevails  to  ter.  All  that  appear  to  suffer  are 
a  very  large  extent,  they  do  not  the  more  brittle  forms  of  submarine 
seem  to  have  produced  any  really  life,  such  as  star-fish,  sea-urchins, 
conclusive  proofs  of  its  existence.  &c.  Other  forms  of  these  crea- 
In  the  experiments  of  Professor  tures  of  a  more  pliable  nature 
Mcintosh,  the  immature  fii^h  reg-  would  probably  receive  little  in- 
istered  as  caught  in  the  irawl  jury  from  the  ground-rope, 
were  mostly  of  the  less  valuable  while  the  surface  of  the  head- 
kinds.  The  quantity  of  vfijng  irons  is  too  small  to  do  material 
haddock  and  whiting  taken  was  damage.  In  all  ]>robability  this 
inconsiderable,  the  immature  sj>eci-  view  of  the  injurious  effects  of  the 
mensof  these  fishes  being  generally  trawl-net  was  originally  founded 
found  in  the  mouths  of  the  larger  uj)on  the  idea  that,  strange  to  say, 
kinds — a  state  of  things  that  makes  still  exists  in  the  minds  of  some 
the  trawlers  their  avengers  rather  of  the  fishermen  (of.  Ans.  6334), 
than  their  murderers.  It  seems  that  the  heavy  trawl-beam  itself 
likely,  that  beloAv  a  certain  size  the  is  dragged  along  the  bottom  of  the 
fry  escape  altogether  through  the  sea.                                      ^ 
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So  far,  we  have  seen  that  the  course  we  are  ignorant.     It  inav 

ways  in  which   the   fishermen  at-  be  the  result  of  scarcity  of  food, 

tempt    to    connect   the    trawl-net  change  of  temperature,  presence  of 

with  the  docrease  of  fish  as  cause  enemies,  or  some  other  alteration 

and  effect,  have  scarcely  succeeded  of   the    natural   conditions.      Still 

in    establishing   their    contention,  more  difficult  it  is  to  say  whether 

The  last  and  most  serious  count  of  repeated  disturbance  could  ever,  in 

their   indictment   is   "disturbance  any  case,  have  the  effect  of  per- 

and    exhaustion    of     the    fishing-  manently  causing  fish  to  desert  any 

groimds."     By    "  disturbance "    is  particular  area.     There  have  been 

meant   the  driving   away    of    the  undoubted  instances  of  fish  aban- 

fish  for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  ;  doning  grounds  without  any  assign- 

bv  "  exhaustion,"  the  working  out  able  cause — viz.,  the  disappearance 

of  any  particular  ground  by  over-  of  haddock  from  Dublin  Bay,  and 

fishing.  the  extraordinary   fluctuations   of 

The   evidence   for   and    against  the   Bolittslan   herring. fisheries  in 

this   charge  is,   unfortunately,   of  Sweden. 

the   same   indefinite    character   as  The  question  of  "disturbance" 

that  with  which   we  have  had  to  would  seem  in  reality  to  be  really 

deal  all  along,  rendering  only  ap-  one   of    degree.     The   amount,  of 

proximate   results    possible.     And  disturbance  that  would  scare  fish 

if  this  be  true  as  regards  the  exist-  from  a  small  fishing-bank,  would 

enee   of    any  particular    state    of  have    no    effect    when    disturbed 

things,   such   as    the    increase   or  over  a   large   one.     Trawling  has 

diminution  of  fish  on  a  particular  gone  on  at  Brixham  on  the  same 

bank,  much  more  does  it  apply  to  grounds  for  over  1 00  years  without 

any  attempt  to  ascertain  the  causes  affecting  the  large  offshore  banks, 

that  have  produced  such  a  result.  but  some  of  the  Brixham  witnesses 

This  dith(!ulty  is  strongly  felt  in  before    the    Commission    thought 

the  case  of  a  disturbance.     As  tbe  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of 

Commissioners  say,  "  Several  cases  trawlers  was  beginning  to  tell  on 

of  a  specific  cliaracter  were  men-  the  smaller  grounds  near  the  shore. 

tioiKMl  to  us,  where  shoals  of  her-  On  the  Dogger  Bank,or  the  fishing- 

riuLf  and  haddock  were  alleged  to  grounds  off  the  mouth  of  the  Firth 

have  disajjpeared  from  particular  of    Forth,    disturbance  is   an   un- 

iishing-grounds  after  the  trawlers  known  word  ;    but  in  St  Andrews 

had    begun    to    work    there.     We  Bay,   or   in   the    Firth   itself,   its 

have  liad  no  satisfactory  ])roof  that  effects    are    stated   to   be  plainly 

trawling  was  the  cause  of  this  dis-  visible.     And  as  the  whole   ques- 

appearance."  tion  is  one  of  degree,  so  is  the  part 

A  lisherman  may  come  with  a  played  by  the  trawler  in  the  mat- 

frlory  that  a  shoal  of  herring  has  ter.     If  herrings  are  scared  by  the 

been   frightened    away  in  a  night  passage  of  a  trawl-net  of  100  feet 

by  the  trawlers,  and  it  may  be  the  by   50,   surely   they    will    not   be 

fa<*t  that  the  fish  have  disappeared;  indifferent  t,o  the  presence  of  two 

but  until  we  can  say  that  no  other  miles  of  drift-net  tilled  with  strug- 

causes    affect    the   movements   of  gling    members   of    their  species, 

herring   but    fear  of  a   trawl-net.  The  blame  due  to  the  trawlers  in 

we  cannot  safely  ascribe  their  de-  alarming    the    fish    must    depend 

l)arture  to  the  working  of  that  im-  "on   the   proportion    their   opera- 

j»lenient.     It  is  perfectly  ])ossible  tions  bear  in  any  particular  locality 

that  the  moving  of  the  fish  may  be  to  those  of  other  modes  of  fishing.'' 

only  a  step  in  a  process  of  whose  Perhaps,    too,    the    fishing-boats, 
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though  the  chief,  are  not  tlie  only  the  eviflcnce  taken  by  the  Commis- 
oflFemlurs.     The  larj^o   inereaMe  in  sioners,  where,  after  trawlero  have 
the  number  of  vessels,  particularly  been  at  work  upon  a  ground,  the 
steamers,  which  perpetually  come  tish-supply  begins  to  diminish,  and 
up  and  down  the  waters  near  the  on  their  continuing  to  work,  con- 
shore,  may  not  bo  witliout  some  tinues    to   diminish.     Indeed    the 
influence    on     the    iish.      Indeed,  trawlers  themselves  virtually  alloTi" 
when  we  find  how  many  circum-  this,  admitting  that  it  is  part  of 
stances  are  considered  to  a£Fect  the  their  system  to  change  their  ground 
peace  of  mind  of  our  sea-fishes,  we  from  time  to  time,  as  they  find  a 
cannot   be    surprised   if   they  are  falling   off    in   their   takes.     Pro- 
occasionally  "disturbed."   Thefol-  fessor  M'Intosh,  too,  does  not  hesi- 
lowing  are  some  of  the  causes  given  t«ate    to    attribute   to   trawling   a 
in  the  returns  of  the  Coast-guard  "  considerable   effect "   on  the  in- 
ofiicers,  as  producing  a  decrease  of  shore    fisheries  at    Aberdeen   and 
fish  in  the  inshore  waters  of  their  elsewhere,    and     in    his   evidence 
districts,  and    are  to  be  found  in  (Ans.  22,348)  the    following   pas- 
theAppendix  to  the  Commissioners'  sage   occurs:     "Your    experience 
Report :     "  Shifting     of     banks,"  in    St    Andrews    Bay   is    to    this 
"  change     in     set     of     currents,"  effect :  that  a  limited  area  may  be 
"washingof  artificial  manures  from  trmrled  oh ty^  hxit  \X\^i  after  a  time 
the  land,  "firing  guns  from  forts,"  it  may  be  restocked  with   fish.** — 
"excursion  steamers,"  "dog-fish,"  "  Restocked  with  fish."     And  Pro- 
"  cutting  sea-weed,"  "  ashes  thrown  fessor  Cossar  £wart,  of  the  Scotch 
from    steamers,"    "  French    boats  Fishery  Board,  agrees  (1268)  with 
throwing  guts  of  herring  into  the  this  conclusion, 
sea,"  and  in  one  case,  "  the  sinking-  Now  it  is  clear  that  if  the  supply 
of  a  French  vessel  laden  Avith  jjar-  of  fish  in  a  given  area  can  be  per- 
affin-oil."  ceptibly  diminished  by  fishing,  it 
On  the  whole,  it   still    remains  only  requires  over-fishing  to  pro- 
an  open   question  Avhether  it  can  duce  exhaustion.     Nor  are  we  able 
be  established  that  disturbance  has  to  console  ourselves  with   the  re- 
any  eifect  upon  the  fisheries  at  all.  tiection  that  this  possibility  is  con- 
Given   its    possibility,    it  is  clear,  fined  to  narrow  waters.     If,  as  the 
from  what  we  have  seen, that  tlu*re  Commissioners    say,    "continuous 
mav  be  other  disturbers  besides  the  tishinjy  with  such  an  effective  im- 
trawlers.     Hut  whatever  the  truth  j)leniei»t  as  the  beam-trawl,  within 
concerning  it,  "  disturbance  "  is  nut  a  limited  area",  may  sensibly  dimin- 
really  a  question  of  vital   imj)ort-  ish  the  number  of  fish,"  the  large 
anee.     The  disturbed  fish  may  go  offshore  banks  are  just  as  liable  to 
to  other  banks  and  be  caught  there  exhaustion    as    the   inshore   ones, 
— at  any  rate,  their  place  will  be  i»rovided  they  are  subjected  to  a 
taken  by  others  if  the  water  is  left  proportionate    strain     upon    their 
quiet;    for   of    mere   disturbance  sources.    Now  once  this  is  allowed, 
causing  fish  permanently  to  desert  the  exhaustion  of  all  fishing. grounds 
any    lishing-ground,    there    is    as  is   a   mere  question  of  time.     At 
yet  no  evidence  whatever.     In  the  present,  as  we  have  observed,  ex- 
case,  however,  of  "exhaustion"  by  haustion  has  not  showed  itself  on 
over- fishing,    much    more   serious  any  general  scale.     There  is,  how* 
issues  are  involved.  ever,  no  reason  why,  if  fishing  con- 
Repeated  instances  are  given  in  tinues  to  develop  at  the  rate  that 


^  The  italics  are  the  writer^s. 
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it  has  been  doing  of  recent  years,  Coast-guard  officers  of  the  United 
the  syinj>t()nis  already  evident  at  Kingdom,  requesting  information 
Aberdeen,  St  Andrews,  and  Scar-  as  to  the  condition  of  tlie  inshore 
borough  should  not  spread.  fisheries,  and  the  methods  of  fish- 
It  is,  however,  with  "  exhaust-  ing  employed  in  each  district.  In 
ion "  as  with  disturbance.  It  fifty-two  districts  out  of  eighty- 
is  not  the  trawlers  only  who  five  there  was  said  to  be  a  falling 
**  exhaust.'"  Other  methods  of  off  in  the  takes  of  fish  ;  and  in 
fishing  i^lay  their  part  in  the  pro-  forty-five  of  these  districts  trawling 
cess.  Now,  in  the  Scotch  dis-  in  some  shape  was  said  to  carried 
tricts  between  the  Moray  Firth  on.  Questions  of  the  like  import 
and  Eyemouth,  first-class  fishing-  were  also  sent  to  the  Govern- 
boats  have  increased  since  1881  by  ments  of  countries  whose  territories 
102,  and  second-class  boats  by  29.  are  situated  on  the  coasts  of  the 
A  few  years  ago  there  weie  no  North  Sea.  In  Denmark,  Hoi- 
st earn -trawlers  in  the^same  region,  land,  and  Germany  there  is  an 
but  in  1883  their  number  is  re-  alleged  decrease  in  the  inshore 
turned  at  about  4T.  Although  fishing.  In  the  two  latter  coun- 
no  similar  returns  are  published  tries  trawling  is  carried  on,  though 
for  England,  there  is  probably  a  by  sailing-vessels  only.  Finally, 
<till  greater  increase  in  th«  fishing-  in  a  table  given  in  the  Appendix 
V)<)ats  of  all  kinds  Iniilt  in  the])ort8  to  the  Cimimissioners'  Keport, 
uf  that  country.  Nor  is  this  all.  giving  the  state  of  the  insnore 
An  immense  development  has  taken  fishing  in  Scotch  fishery  districts 
place  of  late  years  in  fishing  ap-  where  trawling  is  not  carried  on, 
paratus  of  all  kinds,  and  more  or  only  to  a  slight  extent,  no  de- 
effective  methods  for  its  uses  have  crease  of  the  takes  is  returned 
come  into  voyue.  l>oth  nets  and  except  in  four  cases, 
lines  have  increased  in  size,  and  These  facts,  so  far  as  they  are 
aremadeof  better  material  ;  steam-  trustworthy,  point  to  the  conclu- 
winohes  have  been  introduced  on  sion  that  trawling  in  the  narrow 
b<ianl  the  trawlers  ;  and  the  use  of  waters  and  on  the  smaller  banks 
ice  and  carrying  steamei's  enables  of  our  inshore  fisheries  is  begin- 
boats  to  go  farther  to  sea,  and  to  ning  to  make  itself  felt,  possibly  as 
remain  cimtinuously  at  work  for  a  large  and  effective  factor  in  our 
long  periods.  •Steam  line-fishing  system  of  fishing,possibly  as  part  of 
vessels  have  already  been  tried,  that  continuous  disturbance  that 
and  found  to  answer  in  the  Tyno  ;  may  be  driving  fish  everywhere 
an<l  there  is  every  j)robability  that  into  the  deeper  waters.  The  other 
this  class  of  vessel  will  generally  be  causes  that  i)roduce  variation  in 
a<l<>pted.  Thus,  if  the  causes  that  the  fish-supply  would,  of  course, 
have  already  on  several  grounds  produce  their  effects  whether  trawl- 
sensibly  diminished  the  quantity  ing  existed  or  not.  But  it  seems 
;»f  fish,  eontiinie  to  multiply  and  clear,  at  any  rate,  that  trawling 
become  more  j>owerful,  there  is  and  greater  or  less  falling  off  of 
every  reason  to  think  that  "ex-  the  fish-supply  do  coexist  in  many 
liaustion  "  may  appear  in  other  places,  and  tlwit  the  more  trawlers 
]»laces.  Nor  are  we  without  some  there  are,  the  more  the  fish  fall  off, 
slight  indications  that  actually  — the  process  being  quickened  by 
point  to  some  such  result.  the  superior  efficacy  of  the  appara- 
At  the  commencement  of  their  tus  in  the  case  of  steam-trawling, 
inquiry  the  Commissioners  issued  Of  course  it  may  be  said  that  the 
a    series    of   questions  to  all  the  evil  will  cure  itself,  for  that  as  soon 


C70  The  Tfiiiolmg   CotmniAaion  and  our  FUhSupi^ly.  [May 

as  the  supply  of  a  particular  ground  thnt  tho  seasons,   and  perhaps  other 

is    iessene^l,"  that   i^round    will   bo  ^'ausrs.   of    whicli    nothing  is  us  yet 

abandoned  till  it  has   rocainod  its  ^l»V,^;"»  ^Iff^'^^y   >"«»''i><^<^  the  ftiipply 

normal    condition.       Bui    it    does  ?^*!*'^^'-     1  hero  niay  hr  ,<ood  and  J«id 

_  ^  ,  i;  .vr  tisjiinjc  vears  on  the  wa,  just  as  there 

not  seem   by   any    means    certain  .,r^.  .,„;!  an<l  },acl   harvest*  on  land., 

that  recovery  will  always  ensue  in  And  as  ^ro^nl   and  had   liarvi'Sts    fre- 

such    cases.      Several    instances —  (|u»'ntly  <onio  in  eyries,  «0(x!  and  hM 

for  examj>le,  that  of  the  i^stuarv  of  tishhij^  seasons  may  do  the  same.     Wo 

the  Tay — were  mentioned  in  *tlie  have   no  statistics'  for  any  len^rth   of 

evidence  before  the  Commissioners,  *'"^'''  ''-^^-^P^  f^oin  Siotland,  and  there 

where  the  productiveness  of  waters  ""^>'  "^  7'^;!'?^  ^'\  '»*-'^""-  ^^^J^'*  ^"  !^ 

♦  i.«4-  K-.      1  !•  1     1  -1  WwT  out   this  view),  to  enaolo  us  to 

that  have  l)een  over-hshed  was  said  ^,,.  ,,,,,,.-  f^,  ^,,4,  ,^.,^  j^,.^  the  rasa 

to  have  never  been  restored.  More-  hitherto.     Thr   n-collection   of  li.slier- 

over,  m  the  present  state  of  tlu^  law,  men  extendinji?  over  a  long  perio(i  of 

tliat  allows  unrestricted  tishing,  no  yeare,  an^  not  sunieiently  precise  to 

favourably  situated   ground  would  allow  any  conclusion  to  1m.^  liasetl  upon 

enjoy 

lec 

on 

T    .,     .  .  '  '  .      .  ,        I     '  "«*s  (ummisneo    in    n.^ceni    years,  wo 

and    It   IS   (pnte  conceivable   that  eannot  estimate  pn^cisely  the  degree 

constant  attacks  of  this  sort  would  in  which-  the  dimiimtion    has    taken 

prevent  the  ground  ever  regaining  place.      Without    accurate    statistical 

Its    former    j)roductiveness.      But  infonnation,    extending    over    many 

even  if  it  is  likely  that  anv  i,nven  y^'*^-    »^    i^   impossihle  to  form  any 

area  would  be  left  alone  'till   the  ^^tisfactory  opinion  upon  the  point. 

i.,.^wi. w.» :,..«.., .     vf    •*.       «*  'tc  are  therefore  unable  to  come  to 

roduct  veness    of   its  waters  was  ^,^,,  ,onelusion  that    trawling  is   the 

Uiorougldy    restored,  a  system  of  ^oh'    cause?  of  the  diK?rease  of  fish  in 

tislung  carried  on  m  this  way  would  inshore  waters.     In  so  far  as  it  may 

be  of  the  most  wasteful  kind.  Over-  contribute  to  that  dwn^a.-^,  we  think 

fishing  a  bank   once  every  two  or  it  can  only  1m*  as  part  of  a  system  of 

three  years  would  not  vield  nearly  over-fishing,  and   not  because  of  any 

80  much  to  the  markets  as  a  fair  wasteful  destruction  of  spawn,  tish- 

annual  catch  on  the  same  ground.  ^^^^^  or  immature  fish. 
Besides,  the   hardship   to  the  local        ^^'^   V^^s^  however,  be  on  our 

fishermen,    touched    upon    above,  g^^^rd,  in  the  presence   of  such  a 

would  be  so  intensified,  that  their  tangible    and    manageable    cause 

trade  would  in  all  i>robabilitv  dis-  ^  "  exhaustion  "  by  the  operation 

ajipear,  and   instead  of   a   regular  of  man,  against  imputing  too  much 

and  equal  supplv  along  the  wh(»le  ^^  ^he  action  of  natural  forces,  that 

coast,  the  fishing  wouhl  flit  from  "^^y  or  may  not  exist.     There  is 

place   to   jdace,   according   to  the  always  a  temptation  to  exaggerate 

state  of  the  t^n-ound.  ^^>c   unknown  ;   and     this     human 

As  regards  the  causes,  other  failing  is  especially  tempting,  when 
than  over.fishing,  that  mav  i>ro-  ^>y  adopting  it  we  may  escai)e  re- 
duce **  exhaustion  "  of  a  fishin<'-  »p<>»J^ibility.  At  any  rate,  the  fact 
ground,  it  is,  in  the  present  staTe  '^^  '''^^  '>^*»"S  unable  to  gauge  un- 
of  our  knowledge  impossi]>le  to  known  influences,  should  not  pre- 
define their  power,  or  how  far  vent  us  from  modifying  th^  injuri- 
their  action  may  be  local  or  laMi-  ^^^^  o^Ik^qI  of  those  that  ^re  known^ 
eral.     In   the   words  of  the  C\)m-  —and  of  these  trawling  is  undouht- 

missioners <''lb"  f^><*  most  ]m>niinent,  though  it 

is  (piite  possible  it  may  not  be  the 

"It  is  only  nu^ionahle  to  suppose  only  one.     it  remains,  then  to  be 
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asked.  What  restrictions^  if  any,  to  be  made  between  tbe  takes  of 
should  be  imposed  upon  the  use  of  various  seasons,  showing  whether 
the  beam-trawl  ?  any  alleged  decrease  in  the  fisli- 

Now  it  would  of  course  be   ab-   supply  was  real  or  imaginary,  aft 
surd  to  think  of  abolishing  alto-    well  as  the  rate  and  decree  of  saofa[ 
*  gether  an  industry  which,  even  in   decrease. '    Regular,  scientific  ob* 
1868,  was  described  as  the  source   servation    directed    towards    the 
of  by  far  the  greatest    and  most   habits  of   food-fishes,  their  times 
progressive  supply  of  fish,  dther   and  places  of  snawning,  the  history.  • , 
than  herring,  to  the  principal  mar-   of  their  ova,  tne  growth  of.  their    '  ^ 
kets  of  this  country  ;  as  the  only   fry,  and  the  influence  upon  their 
mode  of  fishing  by  which  certain   movements  of  changes  of  temper-  '■. 
descriptions  of  fish,  such  as  soles   atore,  of    the  saltness  or    speoiflo    • 
and  plaice,  could  be  largely  sup-   gravity  of  the  water,  and  m.  the  . 
plied  ;  and  as  engaging  the  largest   state  of  the  weather,  would  tto  far  • 
capital,  and   employing  the  most   towards  elucidating  the  nomoer  of  : 
numerous  body  of  hardy  fishermen;   causes  affectinff  their  diatribntifHi  ^  ; 
as  least  under  the  control  of  the   in  our  seas.    IinaUv,  a  tempormty   v*^' 
weather,and  as  obtaining  the  great-   suspension  of  one  of  several  modes  - 
est  returns  of  fish  for  the  labour   of  fishin'g  would,  combined  with 
SLiid  capital  employed.  the  knowledge  obtuned  as  above 

Nor  do  the  Commissioners  make   mentioned,  ffive    some   data    for    \ 
any  such   sweeping  recommenda-   estimating  uie   influence    of .  the 
tions.  The  present  fishery  authori-    various  methods  of  catohin|;  fish.- 
ties  of  the  UcitedKingdom  are, — in   upon  the  supply  of  any  particular 
Ireland,  a  Fishery  Board,  endowed   r^on.    Witii  all  these  meana  q£ 
by  Act  of  Parliament  with  power   arriving  at    a  just  decision,  the 
to  regulate  methods  of  fishing,  and   fishery  Boards  would  be  able  ta    .  "^ 
to  make  by-laws  for  its  protection;   act  with  an  authority    that  onr 
ill  Scotland,  a  Fishery  Board,  with   present  imperfect  knowledge  ren- 
many  duties  but  no  powers  ;  and   ders    impossible.     If  these  bodies 
in  England,  an  inspector  of  salmon-    came  to  tbe    conclusion   that  any 
tisheries.     The  Commissioners  su^-    one  mode  of  fishing — trawling,  for 
gest  that  a  fishery  authority  should    mstance — was    domg    permanent 
be  created  for  England,  and  that    ^mage  to  any  particular  ground,       ^ 
this  body  and  the   Scotch   Board    they  could    suspend    it  at  discre- 
should  possess    powers  similar  to    tion,  or  prescribe  a  close-time  when 
those     now     held    by    the    Irish   they  thought  such  a  remedy  would 
Board  ;     that     statutory     powers    be  sufficient. 

should  be  conferred  on  all  those  It  is,  however,  to  be  feared. 
Boards  for  the  collection  of  statis-  though  the  trawling  controversy 
tics,  an  an  annual  sum  allowed  may  be  set  at  rest,  that  the  fish- 
them  for  scientific  experiments.  ermen  themselves  will  not  benefit 

If  these  suggestions  be  adopted  much,  whatever  may  be  the  legisla- 
by  the  Legislature,  they  ought  to  tion  of  the  future  on  this  vexed 
[»ut  an  end  to  the  trawling  ques-  question.  The  fishery  authorities 
tion  for  good  and  all.  Proper  cannot  well  stop  trawlinff  on  the 
statistics  of  the  number  of  fish  plea  of  '^  exhaustion,"  and  permit, 
caught  in  particular  seasons,  the  say,  twenty  boats  to  fish  for  had- 
number  of  boats  employed,  the  dock  upon  the  same  bank  with  lineSi 
nature  and  etliciency  of  the  ap  each  of  which  has  13,440  hooks. 
paratus,  and  the  time  spent  m  Indeed,  the  more  we  look  the 
tishing,  would  enable  comparisons    matter  in  the  face,  the  more  doee 
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the  long  and  short  of  the  whole  opinion,  a  national  calamity.  That 
question  seem  to  be  that  trawling  they  will  combine  and  start  trawl- 
"  catches  fish,  that  the  line-iisher-  ing  on  their  own  account  is,  in 
men  miglit  otherwise  have  taken,  their  present  state  of  feeling,  hope- 
in  a  more  expeditious  and  regular  less  ;  nor  would  it  be  possible  for 
manner."  It  is  the  old  story  :  those  resident  in  tidal  harbours 
**  The  old  order  changeth,  giving  that  can  only  accommodate  the 
place  to  new."  Much  as  the  hand-  smaller  class  of  boats.  It  is  rather 
looms  in  the  cottages  scattered  to  be  hoped  that  the  development 
about  the  Yorkshire  moors  and  of  the  herring-fisliing — which  has, 
lanes  went  down  before  the  sj)in-  upon  the  Scotch  coasts  at  any  rate, 
ning-jennies  and  the  mills,  so  the  already  taken  a  good  many  of  the 
family  fishing-boat  will  disappear  fishermen  from  the  haddock-lines — 
before  the  trawler  and  the  Fishing  may  furnish  employment  for  some, 
Comj)any.  Only  that  in  the  ]>res-  in  event  of  the  general  decrease  of 
ent  case  the  process  is  rendered  the  inshore  fishing.  Others  may 
doubly  hard  upon  the  losers,  by  be  wanted  to  man  the  increasing 
the  fact  that  the  survival  of  the  class  of  deep-sea  liners  ;  while  the 
fittest  is  brought  about  to  some  demands  of  the  richest  class  of  the 
extent  in  the  manner  in  which  it  community  for  line-caught  fish  will 
was  effected  in  the  primeval  forests  possiblv  always  give  occupation  to 
— viz.,  by  "smashing  up  "  the  un-  a  certam  number, 
fittest.  It  is  to  be  feared,  however,  that 
It  is  impossible  to  look  upon  tlie  period  of  change  will  be  one 
the  results  of  this  evolution  as  an  of  hardship  and  its  attendant  ill 
unmixed  blessing.  The  seductive  feeling  ;  and  that  although,  if  we 
phrases,  "food  of  the  ])eople,"  look  to  "bread  alone,"  the  cora- 
"  progress,"  and  "  free  trade,"  fail  munity  may  benefited,  yet  that 
to  make  up  for  the  extinction  of  we  shall  lose  the  light  of  many 
each  a  class  as  the  fishermen  of  frugal  and  honest  lives.  It  is  true 
our  village  ports.  It  is  not  merely  that  we  shall  possess  a  "  cheaper 
that  such  men  are  of  immense  im-  and  more  regular  method  of  catch- 
portance  to  a  maritime  nation  as  a  ing  fish."  At  any  rate,  it  is  to  be 
nursery  for  seamen,  and  as  the  first  hoj)ed  that  something  will  be  done 
line  of  our  naval  reserve ;  but  in  to  put  matters  on  a  better  footing 
this  time  of  luxury  and  domestic  than  they  are  at  present  ;  and  it  is 
peace,  the  fishermen  are  almost  the  satisfactory  to  hear  that,  in  these 
only  class  who  keej)  up  something  days  of  fancy  legislation,  there  is 
of  the  simplicity  and  courage  of  a  chance  of  a  bill  (for  Scotland 
older  times.  Owners  of  their  own  only)  on  this  imj)ortant  question 
boats,  they  have  all  the  indi?j)en-  being  brought  forward,  embody- 
dence  of  the  j»easant  proprietor,  ing  some  of  the  recommendations^ 
without  his  narrow  and  grinding  of  the  Commissioners.  Whether, 
life.  Day  by  day  they  are  accus-  in  spite  of  Redistribution  of  Seats, 
tomed  to  confront  hardshij)  and  Supj)lementary  Estimates,  Irish 
danger,  to  look  death  itself  in  the  members,'^and  the  general  confu- 
face.  In  the  words  of  one  of  them,  sion  now  prevailing  at  home  and 
"  We  often  have  to  fight,  taking  abroad,  anything  useful  will  ever 
our  lives  in  our  hands,  making  a  become  law,  is  more  than  the  most 
living  for  our  families."  For  such  sanguine  man  or  the  most  "ad- 
a    class    to  disappear   is,   in    our  vanced  Liberal  "  can  hope  to  say. 
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Even   if  failure  may  be  fairly  ingvpentthe  anxious  and  unoerUon.V.-! 

said   to    have    marked    tbe    first  months  of  last  spring  and  summflr  * 

grand  stage  of  our  latest  African  in  the  unsupported   Nubian   out*  ; 

-oampaigiiy  those  who  have  taken  posts,  had  hoped  that  nov,  at  aD-   , 

part  in  it  can,  with  a  clear  con-  events,  their  warfare  waa  aooqnf  ^^ 

science,  wash   their  hands  of  the  plished,  and  that  they  were  not 

blood  of  the  just  person  they  were  doomed,  as  is  their  lot,  to  iiaas  the  '  ; 

sent  to  rescue  ;  for,  as  a  matter  of  burning  summer  in  the  rattier  lees 

fact,  as  soon  as  the  route — right  or  riaky  posts  they  presently  oooiipj     /i: 

wrong — was  decided  on,  there  was  on  tne  line  of  oonununioationa. 
absolutely  not  one  day's  delay  front       That  each  individual  of  the  amall  .V 

start  to  finish.  foroe  so  unfortunately   but  neo-      . 

And  such  a  finish  !    Exquisitely  •essarily  scattered  throughout  the,*. '^^ 

sad   to  all,  from    the   general  in  Soudan  should  be  actuated  in  dif*.  v 

command  to  the  humblest  member  ferent  degrees  by  the  same  wial|». 

of  the  expedition  ;  and,  let  us  char-  is  attributable  to  various  caueea^    , 

itably  suppose,  not  without  some  into  which  it  is  interesting,  as  they    i ; 

tinge  of  sadness  to* those  on  whom  may  be  said  to  be  the  centre  of  all  .  ^' 

the  terrible  weight  of  the  respon-  interest  now,  to  look. 
sibility  of  the  delay  and  consequent       To  commence  with  their  ohiaL./ 

catastrophe  must  ever  lie.  His  personal  anxiety,  above   and    * 

Probably  no  campaign  was  ever  beyond  the  mere  professional  detiie  ^^• 

entered   upon,  the  end   of  which  to  preserve  the  livee  intrusted  to    ; 

after  an   exceedingly   short  time,  him,  must  be  deep  and  absorbing^ 

was   more   eagerly   longed  for  by  and  should  enlist  the  sympathy  of 

all   concerned,   though  in   various  all,  for  the  task  he  has  in  hana — A 

degrees.  task  of  as  great,  if  not   ereat^. 

Longed    for,   probably,   by    its  difficulty   than   the    one    he    has 
commander,  who  must  have  always  failed   to   accomplish,  because    of 
foreseen  that  a  cheek  such  as  he  the  long  period  which  must  now 
has  experienced  would,  if  its  effects  elapse  during  which  his  men  will      « 
wore  to   be  counteracted  and  the  have  to  grapple  with  the  deadly 
.*iffifuii    quo   recovered,    inevitably  influences  of  climate  and  the  in- 
lead  to  many  months  of  compara-  evitable  ill  effects  of  enforced  inao^ 
tive  inaction  for  his  troops  in  one  tion.     And  yet,  perhaps,  "deadly** 
of  the  most  trying  climates  in  the  is    hardly    the    word  to   employ. 
world.     Longetl  for  by  those  who  Except  in  one  or  two  places,  tne 
volunteered   to   take    part    in    it,  climate,  for  a  tropical  one,  may  be    • 
fondly   ho])ing  to   have   been   ere  called   healthy,  on  account  of  its 
now    on    their    triumphal    return  excessive  dryness.     So  the  struggle 
home,  ready  to  account  to  all  and  between  man  and  his  unseen  foes 
Hundry  the  stirring  events  and  in-  may  be  measured  by  his  ability  to  .     ' 
cideiits,  tlie  relation  of  which  be-  resist   the  burning  sun,    the   dia« 
comes  so  much  more  lifelike  with  tressing  sand-storms,  and  the  blast- 
the   pleasing   preface  of    quoruta  ing  winds,  which  will  be  his  portioa 
parsfui.     And,  last  but  not  least,  for  the  next  few  months. 
longed  for  by  those  few  who,  hav-       It  would  be  an  interesting  point 
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for  the  student  of  chance  to  cal-  increase  is  observable,  only  inter^ 

culate  liow  many  out  of  the  forces  rupted  by  an  occasional  two  days 

in  the  Sou<lan  at  the  beginning  of  hurricane,  during  the  first  day  of 

April  will  iind  themselves  still  there  which  the  thermometer  risesconsid- 

in  October.     A  case,  truly,  of  the  erably  ;  but  on  the  second,  tiiesun 

survival  of  the  fittest?  being  obscured  as  in  a  London  fog 

Passing  from  the  first  on  *thc  bythe  dust-laden  air,the  actual  read- 
list,  we  come  to  a  posfH'  of  elderly  ing  is  lower,  an  advantage  entire- 
and  respectable  general  officers  and  ly  counterbalanced  by  the  choking 
colonels — most  of  them  married  and  suffocating  sensation  induced 
men  with  families — far  more  fitted  bythe  inhaling  forforty-eight  hours 
to  adorn  their  respective  stations,  of  this  visible  and  tangible  sub- 
whether  military  or  social,  at  home,  stance.  Nothing  but  a  well-built 
than  to  pass  in  comparative  idle-  house,  with  closely  fitting  windows, 
ness  the  trying  ordeal  of  the  next  and  kushm  grass  tatties,  kept 
few  months.  Then  come  the  band  continually  wet,  as  in  India,  sup- 
of  warriors  who,  j)rompted  by  love  plyinej  the  place  of  doors,  would 
of  novelty  or  of  active  service,  hur-  afford  any  protection  against  this 
rie<l  out  to  the  scenes  they  would  evil  ;  and  as  even  in  Lower  Egypt 
now  perhaps  not  unwillingly  ex-  such  contrivances  are  unknown^ 
change  for  the  more  varied  ex-  they  cannot  be  looked  for  in  the 
citements  of  the  London  se.oson  and  Soudan,  where,  indeed,  for  mats 
the  fiesh-pots  of  Pall  Mall.  That  of  that  description,  &c.,  no  suitable 
they  have  deserved  well  of  their  grass  or  fibre  caVi  be  found.  More- 
country,  and  done  work  equal  to  over,  our  troops  are  not  in  hqiases^ 
and  ])Ossibly  greater  than,  any  per-  and,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  ma- 
formance  even  of  our  armies  of  terial  for  building,  are  not  likely  to 
bygone  days,  is  gratifying  to  them  be  so  accommodated, 
and  to  all ;  let  us  hope  that  there-  The  discomforts  of  the  gale 
niiniscences  of  their  good  deeds  will  while  it  lasts  cannot  certainly  be 
serve  to  temper  the  wind  of  May  exaggerated.  Business  becomes 
and  June  to  these  shorn  lambs,  almost  im})Ossible,  though  for  the 
Then,  again,  there  are  the  few  first  few  hours  a  little  writing  may 
who,  having  already  borne  the  bur-  be  accomplished  bythe  substitu- 
den  and  heat  of  1884,  are  doomed  tion  of  the  pencil  for  the  pen. 
to  another  summer  a  few  hundred  Eating  in  the  open  is  out  of  the 
miles  farther  south,  and  who  in  question  ;  and,  with  tcnt-dooiB 
some  wavs  are  more  to  be  pitied  closed,  the  rapid  rise  of  tempera- 
than  their  comrades,  as  they  re-  ture  makes  it  equally  distasteful 
member  only  too  well  the  full  force  there.  In  fact,  men  and  animals 
of  that  scorching  heat  which  is  alike  make  up  their  minds  to  pas- 
already  advancing  upon  them  with  sive  resistance  and  inaction,  as, 
raj»id  stri<les.    .  huddled  together  under    rocks  or 

In  connection  with  this,  it  mav  trees,  with  veils  over  their  heads, 
be  statt'<l  that  the  average  maxf-  they  await  with  patience(?),  like 
mum  and  minimum  tem])eratures  Norwegian  ponies,  with  their  tails 
along  the  Nile  from  Korti  north-  turned  towards  a  storm,  the  sub- 
wan  Is  to  Sarras  for  the  first  three  sidence  of  the  wind. 
weeks  of  .March,  Avere  in  the  shaile  The  true  value,  however,  of  the 
91.14"  and  »I0.4°  ri'spectively — the  gale — which,  from  the  tone  of  this 
maximum  and  minimum  readings  article,  it  m.ay  rightly  be  inferred 
being  '.'H    and  48  .    A  steady  <laily  is  raging  at  this  moment  of  writing 
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— is  to  be  found  on  the  morning  a  Bysteqi  of  mate  aU  loand  tl 

following,  when  the  miseries  of  the  raf ^  while  not  of  a  soffioient 

past  two  days  are  partially  com-  Hees  to  keep  out  the  wind,  won 

pensated  by  a  short  period  of  com-  obviate  the  glare,  which  is  a  .^ 

parative  coolness,  after  which  the  painful  accompaniment  of  pnn 

neat,  like  a  giant  refreshed,  comee  the  water.    The  principal  dii    ai«T 

on   more  rapidly  than    ever  (the  of  raft-makinff  would  be  a 

temporary  lull  seeming  to  be  only  of  proper  wood  for  the  purpo6e-«?f  -  . 

reculer  pour  mieux  satUer).  pahn,  which  is  the  only  available  V 

And  now  that  several  thousands  laige  timber,  being  sponffy,  and.. 

of  our  countrymen  are  committed  poeeessing.  na  buoyancy  whatevekL 

to  spending  a  summer  on  the  Nile  On  shore  nothinflr  nroliably  is  bet-  X 

— a    pleasant-sounding    term,    in  '  ter  than  wdl-bmlt  nuts,  composed  ' 

which,  however,  there  is  more  than  mther  exclusively  of  grass-mats^  or   . . . 

meets    the    eye — let    us  consider  with    walls  on  the  three   wmnj.:- 

what  can  be  done  to,  mitigate  ite  sides ;   the   fourth  side-rhaviiu(a^..'\- 

severity.  northern    ezposurCi    from   wh&h'!! 

Those    whose    term  of   similar  point  the  wind  blows  six  days  oat    .*; 
punishment     commenced     at   an  of  seven — ^being  composed  of  mats^' > -^^ 
earlier  date  than  that  of  nu)st  of  which,  with  plenty  of  palm-Ieaves»^j,v  f 
their     fellow-sufferers — ^viz.,    this  should  form  a  double  roof ^  These- *^'. 
time  last  year — may  be  credited  .mate,  of  course,  while  affording  no  ;^V 
with  a  certain  amount  of  personal  potection  a^nst,  but  rather  senr-  •  ^ 
experience  on  the  subject,  and  pro-  mff  to  admit    the  scorching  wund,  •    ' 
baoly  found  in   the  l^udan,  as  in-  wul  to  a  certain    extent  mi^        0 
deed  in  all   tropical  climates,  that»  and  break  ite  intensity ;  and  th« 
of  all  antidotes  against  the  foe,  an  actually  lower  temperata^^ «        \ 
shelter,  clothes,  and  food  for  body  be  obtained  by  mud- walls  and      :• 
and  mind,  are  the  most  important  dnsion  of  air,  it  is  a    question  if 
to  be  considered.      As  regards  the  thb  is  more  wholesome  or  less  un- 
tirst,  Sir  Samuel  Baker  is  of  opin-  bearable  than  the  fresher  and  nat- 
ion that  the  native  contrivances  of  ural  though  more  ardent  heat.      In 
mud-walls,mats,and  palm-branches  most  of    the  stations  where  our 
are  the  best,  and  he  emphatically  troops  w ill  be,there  is  a  good  deal  of 
])ronounces  against  any  attempt  to  natural  shade  from  trees  and  rocks. 
live  in  boats  or  upon  the   water.  At  Dal,  for  instance,   we  noticed 
It    may  be   presumptuous    to  go  that  the  commandant  had,  by  exca- 
against  such  a  first-class  authority,  vating  under  the  shade  of  aprecipi- 
but   there  can   be  no   doubt  that  tons  rock,  been  able  to  pitch  a  /mA- 
the  friendly  refuge  of  a  dahabiah  kar-pal  tent  so  far  in  the  shade  that 
during  a  sand-storm  is  not  to  be  the  sun  never  touched  one   side  at 
despised  ;  and  probably,  on  some  all,  while  upon  the  other  it  never 
parts  of  tbe*line  of  communication,  descended  in  direct  ra^s.      Fjroba- 
rafts  thorougblv  well  sheltered  by  Uy  few  places  possessing  such nat- 
grass-mats  might   be  used  advan-  ural  advantages  could  be  found— 
tageously — at   all   events   for  the  and  of  course  later   on,  when  the 
sick,  and  especially  for  eye  cases,  sun  is   higher  in  the  zenith,  noth- 
of  which  a  large   number  may  be  ing  short  of  an  overhanging  rock 
expected.     In  the    neighbourhood  would  afford  shelter  from  the  more 
of  a  cataract,  however  still  the  day  vertical  rays  ;  but  the  system  of  ex«-    - 
on  shore  may  be,  there  is  always  a  cavating  several  feet  under  eilher 
ghost  of  a  breeze  on  the  water  ;  and  tente  or  huts  makes  a  very  great 
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<soDgrata1ated  on  the  peooliaiitiM  pUdning  would  seem  more      m 

of  an  enemy  who,  up  to  now,  has  of  plaoe.    With  him  it        j 

never  interfered  with  their  arraned-  .said  knight-emmtry  is  ..  ei 

mentg.      That  his  onacoountable  for  the  last  two  centnr       u        do  ^^ 

inaction  may  continue  is  much  to  Work  likeT  his.     His  inexoai  >   * 

be  desired  ;  for  any  adequate  means  energy  and   untold  resonxoe  m      ^ 

of  protection,  without  very  largely  climate  like  this,  strike  u*^ 

increasing  the  number  of  the  troof^  minds  of  people  in   the       u 

are  out  of  the  Question.  -more  yivid^  than  can  be  the 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  catas-  at  home,  where  the  fell  influ        i 

trophe  which  closed    so  abi*uptly  inertia  caused  by  many  mo      s're-^*''' 

the  first  part  of  the  campaign,  the  sidence  in  an  enervating  ira- ,  - 

labours  of  those  en^ged  just  now  tnre,  and  amid  depressing  surround^,  i 

would  have  been  stimulated  by  the  ings,  cannot  be  fully  appreoiatecL 

thought  that  any  extra  exertion  But   enough  and  to  spare  must    . 

tended  to  hasten  the   movement  have  been  said  and  written  by  now,-, 

home  ;  and  thouffh  every  one's  ser-  apon    this    subjeeti  and   all  Buohs. 

vices  are  renderedwillingly  enouffhi  praise,    even  f ropi  those  who  «t  C 

no  doubt  the  worst  effoct  of  &is  home  by  words  and  abroad  by  deedf- 

has  been  largely  felt.      Still  the  have  done  their  best  to  save  him,    ■ 

inevitable  has  to  be  faced  in  as  nrast  sound  but  poor  and  faint  be^ 

cheery  a  li^ht  as  possible,  and,  with  sidie  the  the  welcome  **  Well  doneP* 

the  example  of  General  Gk>rdon  so  which  has   sreeted  him  on  that     \''i 

fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  com-  mysterious  shore.  '^}'* 
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have  alike  distinguishedtbemselves,  of  jam,  milk,  and  bags  of  sugar — 

and,  according  to  their  individual  has   become  a  farce,  and    inspec- 

f proclivities,  have  robbed  the  pub-  tions  at  various  points  on  the  line 

ic  store.     Strange  indeed  at  first  of  communications  have  been  made 

must  have  been  the  taste  of  those  which   prove  that   not  more  than 

hitherto  unknown  delicacies  to  the  10  j)er  cent  of  these  boxes  remain 

dwellers  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  ;  intact  ;    while,  to  preserve  thcuni- 

but  now,  probably  no  article,  from  forniity  of  weight,  the  dcficiencie& 

pickles  to  pornianganate  of  potash,  have  been  made  up  by  stones  and 

comes  amiss  ;  while  the  head-man  sand  in  place  of  jam  and  sugar — 

of  any  village  from  Haifa  to  Don-  water   or  sand  in    place  of   wine. 

gola  who  cannot  produce  to  any  The  conviction  of  theft  byEgyptian 

casual  friend  a  pot  of  jam  or  tin  of  soldiers   or   by   natives   has    beep 

co(M)a,  is  indeed  unworthy  to  have  visited  with  the  summary  punish- 

spent  six  months  in  the  immediate  ment  of  flogging,  while  our  soldiers 

track  of  the  Nile  flotilla.  Certainly  have  been  awarded  long  terms  of 

the  native  was  slightly,  and  some-  imprisonment  and  penal  servitude  : 

what  unfairly,  handicapped  at  first,  the  former  penalty  being  swift,  and 

as  he  had   not  the  advantage    of  example  salutary  ;  while  in  the  lat- 

being  able  to  read  outside  the  lid  tercases,  the  many  weeks  of  waiting 

ot'  each    nicdical-comfort    box  the  for   confirmation    of  sentence  has 

enticing  list  of  wines  and  delicacies  made  it  of  little  or  no    deterrent 

within,  which  information  was  so  effect,  and  the  consequence  to  the 

thouixhtfully  provided  as  light  read-  culprit    is   probably   ruin    for  life, 

ing  fur  the  soldiers  in  charge.  Now,  The  force,  too,  is  deprived  of  the 

however,  he  is  as  well   acijuainted  offender's  services  (which  are  j»ro- 

wilh  thi'  appearance  of  these  neat  portionately  valuable  according  to 

litth'  cases  as  are  any  of  the  Com-  the   distance  he   happens  to  have 

missariat    <lcpartnient    themselves,  advanced),  unless,  indeed,  he  is  for- 

— tl»c  innocent  members  of   which  tunate  enough  to  arrive  at  home  in 

fratiriiity  s|»<Mk  with  righteous  in-  time  for  the  jubilee  of  jail-birds — 

.liuni;jti«>n  «•!'  \\\v  dislionesty  of  the  the  latest  device  announced  for  the 

ii:iilvt>,    and    tli«*    lianlships    their  proposed  increase  of  the  army. 

|)«M-ulati«»tis  inlViJ-t  upon  tin*  alrea<ly  IJut  nrc/tir    u  nos    moutons^  or 

|n«iiiat  iirrly  \vi'll-linr<l  stomachs  of  rather  oxen,  for  beef  is  just  now" 

the  (  "innii^sariat   and  of  Thomas  the    sta})le    article    <d*     food.       At 

Ativin*^.     That  niucli  of  this  pecu-  present    the    supply   is   good    and 

latinn  t<»<»k  place  in  far  higher  lati-  wholesome  ;  but  as  our  troops  along 

IikIc^   than    Nubia   has   h>ng  been  the  Nile  (ronsume  about  150  beasts 

ilumirht  |»ro])abK'  ;  and  the  skilful  a-nionth,  we  cannot    look   forward 

way   in   which   sonu*  i>{  the  b<»xes  with  any  certaintv   to  the  supply, 

havr  hren  «)j»«iied  from  llie  bottom,  unless    augmented    in    some    way, 

•  htvinix  all  d«'tt.ciion  till  an  exam-  lastinix  three  months  longer.     And 

iuatioii  t»t  iln-ir  eontc?its   has  been  how  is  it    to   be   augmented  ?     As 

nia«h',  points  to   a   hiLrher  class  of  the    hot     weather     advances,    the 

riilprit  havinix  biMii  in   many  cases  wells  dry  up,  an<l  the  dfsert  forms 

tiiLMU'd  than  th»'  IJritish  soldier  or  an   impenetrable  barrier   to  cattle 

an\  Mihcr  nnnilier  i»f  the  Nile  ex-  arrivin'4   from  Konlofan    and    the 

pediti'iiKnv  f<»r(«\     To  such  a  pass  markets  of  the  south,  while  bovine 

iiavr  tliini;^  laii'ly  come,  that  for-  tyj)hus  is    making    its    appearance 

warding  these  boxes — as  also  cases  among    the    live    stock    from    the 
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nortli.     As  sheep  are  an  inappre-  that  our  troops  during  the  Mutiny 

ciable   item,    nothing  will    remain  fought  well  under  a  burning  Indian 

but   **  bully-beef,"  which,   though  sun  ;  and  so  they  did  :   but  it  must 

])alatable    enough     by     judicious  be  remembered  that  that  was  in  a 

management    in  the  present  com-  country  fairly  well  supplied   with 

paratively  cool  weather,  is  neither  water,   and     a    veritable    garden 

wholesome  nor  inviting  when  eaten  compared  with  the  howling   waste 

in   a   temperature   of   130°  in  the  which   is  now  the  arena  of   war. 

shade.  "  Thoroughly  cool  the  tin  "  Our  warriors,  too,  at  that  period, 

are  the  mocking  mstructions  which  though    animated     by    no    better 

then  will  meet  the  eye  ;    and  it  is  spirit  than  that  which    took    our 

to   be   feared   the   "  resources    of  men  lately  to  Metammeh  and  Ker- 

clvilisation,"   as     known     in     the  bekan  and  back  again,  were  never. 

Soudan,     will   hardly     serve     the  theless  of  a  more  lasting  and   a 

occasion.     Vegetables  at    present  harder  stam|) — men  impervious  to 

are  pretty  plentiful   at  many   sta-  fatigue,  and  who  bore  up  against 

tions,  remarkably  so  at   Dongola,  the  terrible  heat  of  that  ever-mem- 

but  their  reign  does  not  long  sur-  orable  campaign  with  the  enduring 

vive   the   «advent  of  the   burning  patience  of  seasoned  veterans.  That 

winds  ;   so,  taken  as  a  whole,   the  this  cannot  be  said  (all  the  same, 

culinary  horizon  may  be  said  to  be  it  certainly  will  be  said,  although 

obscured.     Farther  south,  indeed,  not  the  case)   with  regard  to  oar 

among  the  flesh-pots  of  Khartoum,  present  generation  of  soldiers,  ad* 

the  troops  would  have  been  better  mits  of  no  doubt ;  and,  were  proof 

off,   and  even  the    possession     of  necessary,  a    glance    hereafter   at 

Berber  would  have  ensured  a  good  the  medical  returns  of  the  next  few 

supply  of  food  for  the  force  which  months  will    probably    show    the 

occupied  it.  invaliding  home  of  men  suffering 

The  chances,  however,  of  an  ad-  from   no  wound  or  traceable  aif- 

vanee  in  that   direction  are  now,  ment,   but   merely   from     debility 

unfortunately,  small  ;   and  though  engendered  by  over-exertion  and 

the  various  posts  along   the    line  unwonted  hardships, 

may   be  called   upon     to     defend  The  possible  advance  of  Gene- 

themselves  from  attacks  of  hostile  ral  Brackenbury's  column  to  Abu 

bands   during  the  summer,    it    is  Hamed  was    another    move    that 

improbable    that  serious    fighting  commended  itself  to  many,  espe* 

will  take  place  before  the  autimm.  cially  if  it  could  have  preoeded  a 

The   frequent  wells,    hitherto  un-  further  advance  on  Berber,  and  a 

known  to  us,  which  have  already  junction  there  with  a  force   from 

been    accidentally    lighted     upon,  Korti  ;  but  the  obstacles  to  river 

point  to  the  probable  existence   of  navigation  became  more  and  more 

many  more,  which,  though  insutii-  a)»parent,   while  the   imi>o8sibility 

cient  for  the  supj)! y  of  a  large  force  of  manojuvring  boats  in  dangerons 

of  men    or  convoys   of  cattle  and  water  in  an  openly  hostile  country 

camels,  would  still  be  enough    to  was,  fortunately,  never  practically 

enable  small  bands  of  mobile  Arabs  demonstrated, 

to  harass  us  uncomfortably  during  Want  of  troops  may  have  been 

the  next  few  months.     The  advo-  at  the  bottom  of  the  double  retreat 

cates  of  an  advance,  though  mostly  from  Metammeh  and  Birti ;    bat 

to  be  found  among  the  cushioned  more  troops  means  more  camels, 

scribes  at  home,  argue  truly  enough  — and  that  has  been,  and  will  be. 


1885.]                               Summer  in  tJie  Sotidan.  679 

one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  of  be  met,  are  very  scarce  ;  wliile  the 
the  campaign.  Although,  there-  employment  of  Europeans  is  un- 
fore,  every  one's  wishes  at  home  desirable,  owing  to  the  great  ex- 
aiid  abroad  tend  to  a  resumption  posure  of  the  back  to  the  sun,  en- 
of  hostilities,  with  the  possible  tailed  b\-  the  constant  stooping 
result  of  delivering  a  part  of  the  posture,  and  the  nec(?ssity  of  wear- 
force  a  little  sooner  from  their  mg  gloves  to  handle  the  heated 
present  j)redicanient,  it  is  improb-  iron.  While  executing  similar 
able  that  any  such  attempt  will  work  in  some  parts  of  India,  each 
be  made  ;  while  the  appearance  on  European  is  attended  by  a  native 
the  scene  of  the  Sheikh  Marghani,  carrying  an  umbrella  ;  and  it  is  a 
taken  with  other  minor  incidents,  pity  that  nothing  more  has  lately 
points  rather  to  the  possibility  of  oeen  heard  of  a  consignment  forthe 
a  more  di]>lomatic  and  less  warlike  front  of  2000  of  these  homely  but 
solution.  useful  articles — unless,indeed,  they 

Having   failed    to   rescue,  it   is  are  being  replaced  by  the  patent 

not  unnatural  to  consider  whether  Japanese  shade    about   which  ac- 

it  may  not  be  advisable  to  retire.  counts  have  lately  appeared  in  the 

A  step  in  the  right  direction,  to  Ijondon  pai)ers. 
facilitate  either  of  these  manonivres  The  Egyptian  soldier,  —  that 
is  being  taken  in  the  extension  of  willing  and  most  useful  adjunct 
thepresentlineof  railway  from  near  to  the  expedition,  without  whose 
Ambigol  on  to  Akasha.  This  will  assistance  and  co-operation  the 
have  the  advantage  of  turning  the  English  army  would,  with  aver- 
n<»w  almost  impassable  cataracts  of  age  luck,  have  reached  by  this 
Akasha  and  Tanjar,  thus  leaving  time  as  far  south  as,  perhaps/P 
the  boats,  ascending  with  stores  Dongola  or  Debbeh, — is  again  at 
and  descending, with  sick,  the  three  work  upon  this  railway,  and,  to 
remaining  cataracts  of  Dal,  Kaj-  the  astonishment  of  his  task- 
bar,  an<l  tiannek  to  contend  with,  masters,  ejisily  completes  an  eight 
The  first  is  long  and  arduous  ;  the  hour  task  in  about  half  the  allot- 
second  shorter,  but  crooked  and  ted  time,  those  who  finish  first 
<langerous  ;  while  that  of  Hannek  crowding  round  their  fellows  and 
may  be  said  to  extend  now,  more  jeering  at  the  extra  time  they 
or  less,  over  twelve  or  fourteen  take  ;  still  this  is  not  skilled  la- 
miles.  These  formidable  barriers  bour,  and  the  want  of  that  will 
are  alike  an  obstacle  to  the  stores,  soon  be  seriously  felt.  As  regards 
which  pass  uj)  in  one  continuous  the  greater  undertaking  of  the 
stream,  and  to  the  sick  and  wound-  Suakm-Herber  line,  it  can  hardly 
ed,  who  are  now  coming  down  in  be  doubted  that  the  honest  opin- 
av<'ras;e  numbers  of  about  thirty  ion  of  any  exj)ert  connected  with 
every  week.  This  short  bit  of  rail,  that  work  will  put  down  the  date 
Jin«K*r  forty  miles,  will,  it  is  calcu-  of  its  ]^robable  completion  atsomc- 
iated,  take  almost  four  months  to  what  nearer  twelve  than  six 
i'omplete  :  there  are  one  or  two  months  hence.  The  extension  and 
hani  cuttings  to  get  through,  and  establishment  of  the  Nile  nailway, 
rlie  dilliculty  about  j)latelayers  is  as  oj)posed  to  the  JSuakin-Berber 
i/rcat.  It*  natives  are  employed,  line,  would  meet  with  general  ap- 
only  skilled  labourers  from  Lower  proval  in  Egyj»t,  where  it  is 
Ki^ypt  would  be  of  any  use — and  argued  that  the  laying  down 
these,  with  the  Suakin  demand  to  of  the  latter   would    simply  anni- 
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liilato  tlie  river-trade,  and,  in  a  to  a  great  extent  mitigated  ;  more- 
short  time,  load  to  the  total  ex-  over,  the  pressure  whirh  might 
tinction  of  tlie  various  races  who  fairly  have  been  ex|>ected  to  par- 
compose  the  population  along  the  alyse  (though  it  fortunately  failed 
banks  of  the  Nile.  That  the  blow  to  do  so)  the  various  authorities  in 
to  commerce,  with  which  one  usu-  charge  of  cataracts  up  the  river, 
ally  associates  progress  and  civilis-  could  have  been  thereby  lessened 
ation,  is  to  be  dej)recuted,  is  unde-  or  avoided. 

niabh*  ;  but  after  much an<l  careful  While    man   did     all  he   could, 

study  of  the  ])eople   interested,  it  Nature  would  sometimes  shirk  her 

is  hard  to  say  how  their  <lisai)pear-  j)art  ;  and  the    frequent  failure  of 

ance  from  the    scene   would  seri-  the  strong  north  wind,  so  essential 

ously    affect  tlie  general   interests  to  the  progress  of  the  whalers,  niul- 

of  mankind.  ti plied  a    hundredfold  the  labour 

Ii\    however,    they    should    be  of  those  concerned,  and  seriously 

doomed  to  disappear,  the  last  rep-  retarded  the  concentration  of  the 

resentatives  of  the  race  will  have  force  at  Debbeh  and  Korti.     Few 

the  satisfaction    of   knowing  that  people  who  thus  saw  and  shared  in 

they  have  witnessed  a  ]>anorama  the  strain  ])ut  upon  our  soldiers  in 

on  a  scale  never  yet  )>roduced,  and,  will  readily  forget  that  time.  The 

what   is  much   more  in  their  line,  toils  accomplished  and  the  diflical- 

that  their  pockets  have  been  filled  ties  over-come  should  increase  our 

by  fair  meanSjby  robbery  and  ex  tor-  self-respect ;  and      though     wiser 

tion,  to  an   extent  of  which  their  heads   than  those  who  planned  it 

more  simple  forefathersjcould  never  foretold  disaster,  and  pointed  oat 

have  even  dreamt.  Ami  what  scenes  the  more  practical   means  ^to  fur- 

*have  been  enacted  on  this  n»ysteri-  ther  the  end-  in  view,  yet  even  the 

ous  river  of  theirs,    in    which    so  jiartial  accomplishment  of  such  an 

many  of  our    men    have    found  a  undertaking — after  eliminating  its 

watery  grave  I — scenes  which  must  nielo<lramatic  element — may  claim 

ever  remain  ]»resent  to  the  mem-  a  certain  precedence  in  the  achieve- 

ory  of  both  actors  and  spectators,  njents  of  the  century, 

though  to  many  the  quick  succes-  If  the  chronicle  of  the  campaign 

sion  f)f  events  has  almost    obliter-  is  ever    written — ami  with  such  a 

ate<l  each  succeeding  incident.  The  legion    of    corresjxMidents  at  the 

few  weeks  <»f  hurrie<l  j)rej)arations  scene  of  war  one    may  fairly  ex- 

whilo  stations  wlm'c  being  formed,  pect    this  to  be  done — it  will    be 

and  coiiiinanders  and  statf  on  the  (Mirious  to  note  whether  the  impor- 

line  of  communications  were  being  tance  of  the  bravely  fought  actions 

posted,  although  an  all-important  at    Abu    Klea  and  Metammeh,  or 

period,  were   as   a  lull   bcft)re  the  the   extraordinary  and   successful 

storm    Compared     with    the  rush  organisation   of    the     1500    miles 

which    followed.      It    was   <lurin(;  of     cummunication     is   submitted 

that  lull,  in  the  months  of  Septem-  to   the  consideration    of  posterity 

ber  and  October,  that,  had  a  little  as     the    greater    feature    of    the 

m<M-e  warning  of  what  was  required  campaign.     It   may   be  said  that 

been  given,  and   had  a  few  more  battles  have  been    fought  before ; 

native  boats  been  ready  and  camel  but  certainly    never  in  the  aanals 

transport  ]>rovided,  the  great  and  of    warfare  has  the  fighting  force 

what  might    have  been  fatal  crush  been   supplied   in  such  a  manner. 

which  followed  would   have  been  On  a  navigable    river  this  would 
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have  meant  oomparatiYely  little  ;  .tbe  hidden  treaaiUM  of  Jaii^pioldai^', 

on  the  Nile,  only  those  who  haye  ooooa»  &o.,  for  whiok  a  pretty  mn- 

seen  it  will  comprehend  the  gi-  era!  scramble  at  onoe  took  phoa; 

gantic  nature  of  the  task.    One  Effectual  urapenrisioif  was  next  to 

advantage  of  the  long  and  narrow  impossible,  as   the   oommandaaL 

line — the  only  means  of  communi-  with  his  limited  and  oyerworKed  . 

eating  with  the  front — ^is,  that  it  staff^was  engaged  from  long  before 

has  multiplied  our  force  a  handled-  sanrise,and  often  far  into  the  nii^t^ . 

fold,  numerioallyy  in  the  natiyes'  in  the  work  of   organisatioB    at  ' 

estimation.    As    the  boats  came  either  end  of  the  cataract.  LooUng 

trooping    up    during    the   latter  down  at  them  from  a  height^  these 

months  of  the  year,  supplemented  fatigne-parUes  resembled  batohea 

by  sundry   camel-corps  by  land,  of  giffantic  ants ;  while  oooasioin* 

the    influx  of    men    must    have  ally  tne  great  white  form  of  an 

seemed  to  them  interminable;  while  aptamed  whale-boat  moved  mya- 

the  daily  sight  of  100  odd  whalers  terionsly  along   the   l^^f    ttuL 

and  numerous  native  craft,  now  surronnded  by  the  shaming  orowa 

employed  on  convoy  of  stores  and  of  sixty,  who,  with  only  <Mie  hal^ 

ammunition   between  Akasha  and  took  it    across    to  the    hfmd   oi 

Hannek,    must   greatly    increase  the  cataract,  resembled  some  ham 

their  ideas  of  our  resources.    Since  shell  or  hive  borne   aloft  by  ita 

the  troops  ceased  passine  up,  the  inhabitants.  Of  these  some  twoity- 

scenes  have  altered  ereatly.    Am-  four,  daring  a  week  of  dead  oalrn^ 

bigol  and  Dal  were  about  the  long-  had  to  be  portaged  aoross  at  Dal  r  , 

est  portage,  the  distance  from  point  after   that,    by    the   selection  or 

of  landing  to  that  of  re-embarkinfg  picked  crews  from  the  solcUers  of 

varying  as  the  river  fell,  and  new  each  compwy  passing  throagh,  and 

cataracts  andrapidswere  developed,  with  the  aid  of  some  sixty  Oan* 

The  distance  which  had  to  be  tra-  adians  under  Lieat.-Ool.  Alleyne^. 

versed  was  in  each  of  these  cases  and  Lord  Avonmore,   the   boats, 

about  3^  miles  ;  and  looking  down  after  unloading,  were  sailed   and 

from  any  of  the   bills   wbicb   sur-  pulled  up  the  rapids  at  the  rate  of 

round  the  fortunately  flat  portage  twenty  to  thirty   a-day.     It  was, 

across  tbc  desert  at  Dal,  the  spec-  indeed,  chiefly  due  to  the  skill  and 

tacle  was    very     striking.     Small  exertions  of  the  former  officer  that 

gangs  of  men, — sometimes  native,  a  serious  block,  at  one  time  antici- 

sometimes  English — each  lot  repre-  pated  through  the  rapid  subsidence 

sentin^  the   contents  (some  sixty  of  the  river  at  Dal,  did  not  take 

packages)  of  a  whaler, — might  be  place  ;   while  the  untiring  energy 

seen,  nearly   all  day   long,   while  and   great    resource    of    the  late- 

boats  were  arriving,  following  each  Lord  Avonmore,  and    the   hearty 

other  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour,  co-operation  of  Colonel  Bumaby, 

Each  man  carried  a  box  or  sack,  who  was  at  that  time   District  In- 

and  about  four  halts  were  made  en  specter,  were  of  the  utmost  assist- 

rouff .     During  these,  it  must  be  ance  to  Colonel  Trotter,  the   then 

confessed,  robberies  were  frequent:  commandant,  in   maintaining  nn- 

the   bearer,  scorched    by    the  sun  checked  the  constant  flow  of  troops 

and  blinde<l  with  the  dust,  would  and  stores  through  that  important 

throw  his  burden    angrily  down  ;  station. 

the  case  would   break,  and  to  his        At  the  time,  however,  of  which 

admiring  gaze  would  be  unfolded  we  speak,  the  action  of  command- 
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ants  was  not  hampered  nor  their  quired  ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
attention  engaged  by  arrangements  inevitable  discomfort,  the  mini- 
for  the  sick,  which  now  demand  mum  of  grumbling  is  to  be  beard, 
the  greatest  Attention,  and  are  a  Of  cour8e,after  the  transport  across 
source,  in  the  present  dangerous  the  desert  from  Gakdiil  and  further 
and  unnavigable  condition  of  the  south,  the  river  journey  is  a  pleas- 
river,  of  much  anxiety.  ant  change  ;  and  it  is  satisfactory 
It  must  be  a  satisfaction  to  to  observe  that,  even  in  the  worst 
those  at  home  to  feel  that  no  cases  of  wounds,  the  ]>ain  occa- 
effort  is  spared  along  the  line  to  sioned  by  portage  from  head  to 
facilitate  the  transport  and  lessen  foot  of  cataract  is  very  slight, 
the  discomfort  of  the  wounded  and  Occasionally  when  the  health  of 
sick  going  north.  At  present  they  the  men  has  deteriorated  en  routes 
are  leaving  Korti  in  considerable  they  are  transferred  to  the  station 
numbers,  and  their  passage  is  easy  hospital  ;  but  the  keen  desire  of 
and  simple  for  some  150  miles  all  being  to  get  on,  the  disappoint- 
down  the  river  ;  then  the  cataracts  ment  caused  by  such  an  arrange- 
and  inevitable  portaging  begin  ment  is  held  to  counterbalance  the 
again,  and  the  men  who  a  few  advantage,  and  the  change  is  sel- 
months  ago  were  engaged  all  day  dom  made. 

in  the  long  struggle  up  the  stream.  At  Dal  the  same  routine  is  again 
now  revisit  the  scenes  of  their  gone  through;  but theportage  being 
labour  under  very  different  condi-  longer,  the  invalids  have  to  be  por- 
tions. In  convoys  of  from  twenty  ta^ed,  generally  on  mules  and  ca- 
to  thirty,  undjer  a  medical  officer,  coTets,  the  whole  distance.  At 
of  whom  there  are  not  too  many,  Akasha  the  whale-boat  transport 
they  start  in  whalers  from  the  foot  ceases  ;  and  another  desert  march 
of  the  cataract  at  Hannek,  and  in  — which  is  comfortably  arranged 
a  day,  or  a  day  and  a  half,  they  — of  two  short  days  takes  place, 
arrive  at  Kajbar.  There  tents  The  railway  is  now  reached,  which 
and  grass-huts  close  to  the  river  deposits  its  burden  within  a  few 
are  provided  for  their  reception,  yards  of  Surgeon-Major  WilPs  ad- 
into  which  the  lying-down  cases  mirably  managed  hospital,  where, 
are  at  once  conveyed  by  fatigue-  in  addition  to  all  that  can  be  done 
parties  with  stretchers  ready  on  for  them  by  the  doctors,  they  have 
the  shore  ;  meals  are  cooked,  the  advantage  of  the  Sisters^  skiU 
wounds   dressed,   and    if    another  ful  care. 

whale-boat  convoy  is  ready  at  the  Simultaneously  with  sick  going 

foot  of  the  cataract,  and  there   is  down     in     the     empty    returning 

daylight    sufficient  for  the  move,  whalers,  the  full  convoys   cominff 

only  a  few  hours'   hale    is   made,  south,  with  a  few  camels  by  land, 

and  the  journey  north  continued,  and  scores  of  native  craft  by  water, 

Those  who  are  able  to   walk   get  keep  up   the    unceasing    flow    of 

over  the  distance — about  a  mile —  rations,     medical     and     ordnance 

on  foot ;   the  others  are  carried  on  stores.     Thus  all  is  still  bustle  and 

:stret'Chers,or  on  mules  and  cacolets,  activity  along   the  line,  and  with 

the  baggage  of  all  being  conveyed  working    hours  modified  by   the 

on  camels.      About  live   ordinary  great  heat,  will   continue  so  to  be 

or  two   lying-down     cases   go   in  for  the  snmmer  months ;  the  force 

•each  boat ;  coverings  are  provided,  guarding  the  communications  and 

though   at   present   not   much  re-  its  commander  being  alike  to   be 
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congratulated  on  the  peculiarities  plaining  would  seem  more  than  out 
of  an  enemy  who,  up  to  now,  has  of  place.  With  him  it  may  be 
never  interfered  with  their  arrange-  said  knight-errantry  is  at  an  end, 
ments.  That  his  unaccountable  for  the  last  two  centuries  show  no 
ina(^tion  may  continue  is  much  to  work  like  his.  His  inexhaustible 
be  desired  ;  for  any  adequate  means  energy  and  untold  resource  in  a^ 
of  protection,  without  very  largely  climate  like  this,  strike  upon  the 
increasing  the  number  of  the  troops,  minds  of  people  in  the  Soudan 
are  out  of  the  question.  more  vividly  than  can  be  the  case 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  catas-  at  home,  where  the  fell  influence  of 
trophe  which  closed  so  abruptly  inertia  caused  by  many  months'  re- 
the  first  part  of  the  campaign,  the  sideuce  in  an  enervating  tempera- 
labours  of  those  engaged  just  now  ture,  and  amid  depressing  surround- 
would  have  been  stimulated  by  the  ings,  cannot  be  fully  appreciated, 
thought  that  any  extra  exertion  But  enough  and  to  spare  must 
tended  to  hasten  the  movement  have  been  said  and  written  by  now 
home  ;  and  though  every  one's  ser-  upon  this  subject,  and  all  such 
vices  are  renderedwillingly  enough^  praise,  even  from  those  who  at 
no  doubt  the  worst  eftect  of  this  home  by  words  and  abroad  by  deeds 
has  been  largely  felt.  Still  the  have  done  their  best  to  save  him, 
inevitable  has  to  be  faced  in  as  must  sound  but  poor  and  faint  be- 
cheery  a  light  as  possible,  and,  with  side  the  the  welcome  "  Well  done!" 
the  example  of  General  Gordon  so  which  has  greeted  him  on  that 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  com-  mysterious  shore. 
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Wk  will  not  begin,  as  is  usual,  north,  still  scattering  handfuls  of 
by  a  doleful  discussion  of  the  dif-  delight  under  all  the  trees,  and 
ference  between  the  May  of  the  succeeded  by  the  blue  of  the  wild 
poets  and  that  to  which  we  are  hyacinths ;  the  rich  sheets  of 
accustomed  in  these  later  days,  green  and  delicate  stars  of  the 
For  whatever  the  pessimists  may  wood-anemone ;  with  the  young 
say  —  and  there  are  no  greater  f oliage|fluttering  in  the  soft  breezes, 
slanders  spoken  than  those  which  throwing  tender  masses  of  green 
are  current  in  respect  to  our  £ng-  between  us  and  the  sky,  in  a  har- 
lish  climate — May  is  still  often  mony  which  art  has  never  been  able 
sweet  enough  to  justify  all  the  to  emulate,  thoueh  even  the  Phil- 
pretty  things  that  have  been  said  istine  no  longer  is  bold  enough  to 
of  her.  There  are  adverse  seasons,  assert,  as  once  he  did,  that  blue 
no  doubt,  in*  which  a  succession  and  green  cannot  go  together  ;  the 
of  leaden  days,  without  colour  or  air  all  musical  with  birds,  and 
life,  turn  all  our  anticipations  sweet  with  lilac  and  hawthorn,  and 
into  foolishness ;  but  these,  at  every  shrub  that  flowers — what 
the  worst,  are  broken  by  now  and  combination  can  equal  these  ? 
then  a  glimpse  of  heaven,  a  sudden  What  though  the  wind  may  blow 
lifting  of  the  cloudy  curtain  and  a  little  shrewdly  of  nights,  our 
shining  of  the  hidden  countenance  hardly  English  blossoms  fear  it 
which  had  been  ready  to  beam  little  ;  and  neither  pomegranate 
upon  us  all  the  time,  had  fate  and  nor  oleander  are  worthy  to  be 
the  clouds  permitted.  But  those  named  before  the  rosy  lovelinesa 
who  have  seen  the  coast  of  the  of  an  apple-orchard,  the  sheets  of 
Riviera  all  blurred  and  dulled  out  delicate  bloom  that  clothe  our  mid- 
of  its  warmer  life,  and  beheld  the  land  levels  in  the  flowery  promise 
deadliest  chill,  more  heart-search-  of  May 

ing  than  any  northern  cold,  which        It  would  be  reasonable,  if  rea- 

can   settle   upon  Rome,  and  seen  sou  had  anything  to  do  with  the 

the   rain   pouring   down    into  the  matter,    no   doubt,   to   spend  this 

canals  of  Venice,  and  felt  the  Tra-  blooming   season  in    the  country, 

montana  sweep  through  the  deep  and  enjoy  the  sweetest  portion  of 

streets    of    Florence,    have    little  the   year   amon^   the  sights    and 

reason  to  speak   evil    of    English  sounds  which  make  it  the  most  sweet 

skies  and  the  moods  of  the  Knglish  — as  it  is  always  reasonable  in  the 

season.      It    would  be    treason  to  abstract  that  human  society  should 

nature  to  say  anything   else   than  collect  in  towns    for   the    winter, 

that  the  full  delights  of  May  be-  and  indemnify  itself  for  the  loss  of 

long   to    the    country,  where    the  daylight  and  warmth  by  a  closer 

trees    have    all    shaken   out    their  drawing  together  within  doors,  and 

freshest     green,     and    everything  such  pleasures   of   the  interior  as 

<v-rows   and    flourishes    visibly,    so  may  make  up  for  the  want  of  at- 

that  we  ean  see  the  subtle  process  traction  abroad.     But  on  the  other 

carried  on  before    our   very  eyes,  hand  there  is  much  to  be  said  for 

The  woods   alive    with    conseious  the  artificial  rules  which  turn  na. 

life  ;  the  wealth  of  the  primroses  ture  upside-down,  so  far  as  this  is 

going  oil  in  the  south,  but  in  the  concerned.      For  London  in  May 
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is  ustuedly  better,  more  endoraUe  who  like  it,  let  iis  not  attempt  to 
for  those  who  didike  it,  more  de-  deny, — who  hug  themBelvea,  poor 
ligbtfnl  for  those  who  love  it,  in  wrdtohea  !  in  their  blindnese,  aad 
the  beginning  of  Bnmmer,  vhiah  is  decUre  that  town  is  most  delight- 
also  the  bepnning  of  the  aeuon,  ful  when  the  agitations  of  the  sea- 
than  at  any  other  time  of  the  year,  son  are  still  afar — when  man  baa 
It  is  no  oaprioe  of  fashion,  bnt  a  hisolnb  and  woman  her  drawing- 
sound  judgment,  which  ^idee  tibe  room  to  themselves  and  their 
stream  away  from  town  in  the  friends — when  the  dinners  are 
'  dark  autnmnal  days  when  London,  friendlieat  and  the  play  at  its  best, 
to  all  save  those  who  io  every  Mft-  and  there  is  no  oompnlsion  upon 
son  prefer  her  almost  to  PanidiBe,  any  one  to  look  at  piotares  or 
■B  a  kind  of  PandemoDiom  lying  listeQ  to  mosio  save  at  his  own 
under  low  skiea  of  deepest  grey,  will  and  pleasure.  Genial  no- 
the  outlines  of  her  houses,  toe  season  1  whioh  the  devotees  love— 
spectres  of  her  trees,  marked  oat  Id  bnt  for  us  who  pr^er  to  see  the 
Indian  iilk  against  the  dxA  baek-  sun  most  days  of  our  lives,  and 
ground,  with  sometimes  the  inci-  breathe  Bomething  else  than  fog, 
dent  of  a  fog  no  longer  grey,  bat  and  love   a  landscape  whioh  has 

i^ellow,  to  vary  the  scene  ;  a  nm  colour  in  it  not  attainable  by  In- 

ooking  in  from  time  to  time  pale,  disn  ink,  a  doleful  period,  soarody 

without  strength  enough  in  him  to  to  be  redeemed  by  any   Bocial  d»>,-- 

restore  a  little  colour  to  the  snr-  ^f^ts. 

Foundings — or  rod,   like    a    great       Therefore,  we  repeat,  there  is 

riobe  of  fire  amid  the  larid  oloads.  reason  in  the  seeming  caprioe  wluoh-  ^^ 

St.  James's  Park  is  a  pretty  scene  in  draws  the  world,  even   from   the" 

a  Bummermoming;  out  inNorem-  country  in  its  sweetest  bloom,  to 

ber  it  is  all  Indian  ink,  the  gleam  town  in  May.      For  if   we   are  to 

of  the  water  giving  that  tone  of  make  a  roint  of  town   at  all,  it  is 

whitish    reflection    which    is    the  well  to  ao  it  when  town  is  at  its  .1 

highest   light   poBsible — the   trees  best ;  and  this  is  at  the  time  when 

standing   out  in  deepest  gloom —  all  the  world  is  at  its  best — when 

the  ghosts  of  WeBtminster  falling  the  fog-demon  is  most  under  oon- 

of!  pale  in  the  distance — the  grrater  trol,  and  the  ur  oanoot  ohooae  bat 

and  darker  silhouette  of  Bucking-  be  sweet,  nor  the  sun   refuse  to 

ham  Palace,  on  the  other  hand,  in  shine— by  times  at  least.     Then 

unmiti^ted  blackness  against  the  those    trees,    which     onoe     were 

sky.    The  misty  distance   in  the  of    Indian    ink,      aooomplish     ft 

streets,  and  the  yellow  tones  that  miracle    and    grow    green,    as  if 

are  so  often  in  the  air,  give  a  kind  they   lived   in    parks   and    woods 

of  weird  poetry  to  the  most  com-  out  of  the  din  of  men.    And  all 

monplaee  scenes  ;  but  it  is  distract-  the  squares  and  openings,  in  which 

ing  to  live  in    this   perpetual   sha-  London  is  bo   rich,  have  heard  the 

dow,  to  feel  that  there  is  no  more  sonnd  of   the   spring.     The   parka 

light  than  this  to  be  hoped  for  day  stretch  out  gay  as  if  there  was  no 

after  day,  and  that  the  only  variety  end  to  them,    shaking  out*of  their 

probable  is  the  enwrapping  veil  of  husks  millions  of  fluttering  leaves^ 

a  fog  which  will  isolate  every  house  casting  dancing  shadows  ujpon  Pio- 

from  its  fellows,  and  make  the  best-  oftdilly  and  the  cabs  as  if  it  was 

accustomed  Londoner  lose  his  way  a  road  through  a  wood ;  spreading 

at  mid. day  on  the  moat   familiar  oaipets  of  green   under  the  foot, 

pavements.      ^There  are  thousands  ud  making  of  Botten  Row  a,^ 
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champetre  which  Watteau  would  better.  We  do  not  Bpeak,  it 
not  have  despised.  Nature  and  must  be  remarked,  for  those  to 
Art  put  on  their  finest  costumes  whom  London  and  the  season  are 
at  the  same  moment ;  and  the  habitual,  who  come  when  it  begins, 
ladies  come  out,  Hke  the  trees,  and  remain  till  it  ends,  and  are 
in  all  that  is  new  and  bright,  unconscious  of  the  existence  of 
Colour  !  the  air  is  full  of  it.  The  people  who  have  not  a  town  house, 
balconies  arc  all  alight  with  flow-  and  can  even  exiAt  from  year  to 
ers.  If  you  turn  into  the  dull-  year  without  a  season  at  all.  Dear 
est  street  of  yellow-brickness,  of  brethren  of  the  country,  it  is 
shabby  shutters  and  doors,  the  to  you  we  address  ourselves — you 
shabby  scene  turns  into  a  picture,  who  come  for  a  month,  or  perhaps 
from  the  brilliant  centre  afforded  for  a  fortnight,  to  see  the  pictures, 
by  that  high  priest  of  Art  and  Na-  as  you  say  modestly,  to  see  the 
ture  the  costermonger,  with  his  world — you  whose  friends  live  in 
cart  full  of  flowers — which  throws  South  Kensington,  or  even  per- 
up  all  the  lesser  tones,  and  forms  in  haps  in  RnsselT  Square,  who  know 
a  moment  an  artistic  composition  but  little  of  Belgravia,  whose 
of  which  an  Academician  might  hearts  beat  a  little  higher  when 
be  glad  to  make  use.  And  not  you  are  asked  to  so  to  Grosvenor 
.only  the  parks,  the  squares,  the  I'lace  to  see  the  nne  folk  comins 
balconies,  and  the  costermongers'  from  the  Derby,  or  are  recognised 
carts,  but  every  back-garden,  gen-  as  you  stroll  along  the  Row  by 
erally  so"  hopeless,  has  a  hint  of  some  party  riding  in  that  beatific 
what  is  going  on,  and  makes  its  enclosure.  The  Row .  itself  is 
effort  with  a  bit  of  pale  lilac  or  naturally  one  of  the  first  places  to 
a  faint  laburnum  to  echo  in.  In  which  you  will  go,  to  see,  as  the 
May  all  the  means  that  Nature  foreigner  says,  the  most  beauti- 
has  at  hand  come  into  play.  The  ful  women,  on  the  finest  horses, 
lilacs  scent  the  very  streets  ;  the  under  the  noblest  trees  in  the 
chestnut  builds  its  milky  turrets  world.  Perhaps  the  trees  are 
of  blossom  ;  the  very  hawthorn  scarcely  worthy  of  this  high  praise; 
blooms,  so  that  vou  are  aware  of  but  the  beautiful  creatures  that 
it  from  one  scjuare  to  another  for  prance,  and  toss  their  fine  heads, 
miles  of  crowded  ways.  and  jingle  their  harness,  and  re- 
Thercfore  let  us  pronounce  that  fleet  in  their  shining  coats  the 
Fashion  is  right,  as  she  is  from  morning  sun,  are^  not  to  be  snr- 
time  to  -time,  notwithstanding  all  passed  ;  and  the  still  more  beauti- 
that  can  be  said  to  the  contrary,  ful  creatures  that  ride  them,  in 
Now  and  then,  even  in  May,  there  that  sobriety  of  garb  which  en- 
will  come  a  dim  day — alas  !  some-  hances  every  charm,  with  their 
times  many  dim  days  ;  sometimes  dainty  waists,  their  coils  of  shin- 
it  will  rain — hut  May  rain  is  ing  hair,  their  English  bloom,  it 
sweet  and  makes  everything  better  would  be  strange  if  we  were  not 
after,  which  is  not  the  case  with  proud  of  them — and  prouder  still 
later  showers.  And  if  you  ahro-  to  think,  that  in  their  perfection 
gate  for  this  particular  < occasion  they  are  no  more  than  the  sw^^etest 
the  new  style  which  is  no  longer  commonplac^e  of  English  life.  For 
new,  and  secretly  going  back  to  whether  the  girls  ride,  with  all 
the  old  whi('h  is  forgotten,  make  that  luxury  and  wealth  can  do  to 
your  May  begin  in  the  middle  of  make  their  simplicity  a  perfect 
the    month,  you   will   do  all   the  work  of  art — or  whether  they  walk^ 
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looking  ^n  with  an  innocent  enyy  chiefly  to  see  the  .etreun  of.; 
in  tl^eir  eyes  which  has  no  sharp-  faces,  the  varieties  of  pretty  c    *  ■-; 
ness  in  it,— or  whether,    ontsiae  tnmCi  which  have  come  fresh— 
those  golden  gates,  they  are  mak^  faces  especially,  which  are  i  •^ 
ingtheir  way  along  in  all  the  quiet  important^from  country  air  j 
absorption  of  something  to  do — ^to  hoars,  and  have  kept  themsel^       i»    .^ 
learn  or  to  teach,to  work  for  those  fresh  and  fair  as  conntryconldi 
they  love,  or  to  carry  help  and  hope  them  in  the  town.    How  pi      y 
to  the  needy — they  are  all  as  pleas*  the  groups  look  as  we  go  by  m  uie.  / 
ant  to  behold, — no  better  things  stream !    Under  this  tree,  in  ita     -' 
or  sweeter  under  the  ^un  of  May.  tender  green,  a.  little  company  :  * ,  - 
Old  jokes  last  long,and  g^besare  apt  smiling  matron  or  two,  a  man  who* . 
to  pass  into  traditions^but  the  Anff-  halts  as  he  passes  to  pay  his  daty» 
Imise  pour  rire^  who  still  flourishes  helpless,  stick  in  hand,  and  moiia> 
on  the  French  stage  and  in  French  taohe  on  Up,  not  brilliant  in  oon^ 
satire,  is  not  to  be  seen  either  ip  venation,— and  round  about  a  little     ; 
Rotten  Ro wor  anywhere  else  where  crowd  of  girls,swept  by  some  eddy^     ^ 
ladies  abound.    The  ridin^^-habit  as  it  were,  into  this  shelter,  mcM-    * 
was  always  English  in  its  damty  se«  mring  with  their  keen  bright  eyes 
verity  of  line  and  absence  of  every  everything  that  passes,  whether  it     » 
unnecessary  adjunct;  but  the  mom*  be  a  new  dress  more  fantastic  thiiii, 
ing- dress  of  young  Englishwomen  die  rest,  pr  a  new  beauty,  or  m 
partakes  in   some   degree  of  the  pliilosopher,or  a  Onardsmao.  There' ' 
same    character,  with  a  national  are  groups  that  are  fast,  and  there 
reticence,  restraint,   and   modera-  are  groups  Aat  am  vulmr :  bnt .  • 
tion    in    ornament,  which    shows  where  we  pause,  the  ladies,  yo«    v' 
that  even  in  the  realm  of  fashion  may   be    sure,  are    neither*     If  . 
France  has  not  everything  her  own  there    is    malice    in    thdr.  orittf^  - 
way.    This  we  dare  to  say,  in  de-  cisms,  it  is  spelt  the  French  vray^    , 
fiance  even  of  Mr  Oscar  Wilde  and  and  innocent  of  bitterness  ;  tb^ 
of  all  the  absurd  suggestions  which  speak  low  and  clear  with  the  deli* 
people  who  have  nothing  better  to  cious  intonation  which  no  school- 
do  are  so  fond  of  making.  Barring  master  can  teach,  and  with  a  grace 
the  protuberance  behind,  an  ever-  which  is  the  fine  fleur  oi  education, 
lasting  feminine  folly  which  is  be-  yet  cannot  be  acquired — which  is 
yoiid  all  remonstrance,  and  which  one  of  the  long  results  of  time, 
doubtless  has  some  exquisite  rea-  the    inheritance    of     generations 
son,  did  we  but  know  it,  the  well-  generously  bred.      The  soft  and 
dressed  English  girl  at  the  present  gracious  manners,  which  are  sim« 
moment    wears  apparel   which   is  plicity  itself,  yet  the  outcome  of 
both  graceful  and  natural,  and  in  so  much   unconscious  cultivation, 
which  there  is  little  to  improve.  art)  one  of  the  most  beautiful  things 

The    sight     of     these    pretty  in  society.  They  come  to  some  who  ^  ^ 

dresHcs   and   pretty    faces    is  the  have  had   no  training  at  all,  nor 

chief  charm  in  Rotten  Row,  where  any   ancestors    behind    them,  by 

people  go  to  lounge,  and  chatter  to  gift  of  nature,  like  any  other  kind 

their  friends — to  see  the  notabilities  of  genius  ;  but  ordinarily  belong 

go  by,  great  statesmen  and  small,  to  those  who  by  nature  have  the 

and  people  with  noble  names,  and  best  right  to  them,  the  descendants 

people  with  ignoble  ones,  who  owe  of  well-bred  people   for    genera- 

their  notoriety,  perhaps,  to  vulgar  tions.     This  is  the  peculiar  charm 

wealth,   perhaps    to   shame, — but  of  these  groups.    It  runs  a  little 


«. 


688                                        London,  i?i  May.                                    [^^7 

to  a  fasbionable  haw-haw  in  the  till  you  begin  to  think  it  is  your 
men,  who  ought  to  have  some-  duty  to  form  an  opinion  whether 
thing  better  to  do  than  to  stride  Lady  Jane  actually  ran  away  from 
or  lounge  along  in  their  thousands,  her  husband,  and  was  stopped  and 
but  who  are  notwithstanding,  in  brought  back— or  whether  she  only 
dress,  in  looks,  in  absolute  fresh-  intended  to  run  away,^-or  if,  in 
ness  and  perfection  of  appearance,  fact,  it  was  her  father  the  Duke 
almost  more  wonderful  than  the  who  took  her  away,  declaring  that 
ladies.  For  they  are  not  so  inno-  his  daughter  should  submit  no 
cent  in  their  dissipations  as  the  longer  to  conduct  which  no  lady 
ladies.  They  are  up  half  the  night;  should  endure.  Perhaps  you 
they  smoke  innumerable  cigarettes,  imagined  those  soft  and  lovely 
and  indulge  in  strange  liquids;  yet  ladies,  those  exquisitely  -  got  -  up 
turn  out,  or  are  turned  out,  in  the  young  men,  would  talk  of  matters 
morning,  without  a  trace  of  harm,  more  exquisite  and  like  the  fine 
or  an  odour,  or  anything  to  show  quintessence  of  humanity  which 
that  their  consciences  are  not  as  you  find  in  them.  But  they  are 
perfect  as  their  linen — which  is  say-  not  proud  ;  they  are  not  superior 
mg  much,— or  as  the  faultless  lines  to  fiesh  and  blood.  Their  voices 
of  trouser — which  is  saying  more,  have  nothing  in  them  of  the  music 
And  what  a  stream  of  conversa-  of  the  spheres.  And  though  this 
tion  there  is  !  how  gay,  how  ani-  is  the  world,  according  to  one  for- 
mated, how  much  and  now  little !  mula,  in  another,  the  silly  one, 
There  is  no  more  commonplace  which  is  in  a  way  the  profound 
witticism  than  to  talk  of  London  one,  it  is  a  village — a  repetition  of 
as  a  village.  Those  who  use  the  the  little  microcosm,  which,  in  its 
word  mean  to  be  funny — mean  to  way  is  also  a  world, 
express  the  delightful  confusion  of  But  as  a  spectacle  there  is  no 
a  bigness  which  is  beyond  calcula-  prettier  scene.  The  sunshine  flickers 
tion  with  the  smallness  of  jocular  through  the  trees,  and  the  shadows 
familiarity.  But  it  is  not  so  silly  fall  and  play  upon  the  prettiest 
a  simile  as  it  looks.  lie  who  said  heads,  the  prettiest  bonnets,  the 
it  first  was  perhaps  a  profound  most  perfectly  well-cared-for,  well- 
social  philosopher,  and  not  one  of  conditioned,  well-bred  of  human 
the  frivolous  or  flippant.  For  as  creatures.  There  is  something  in 
you  pass  along  slowly  from  group  English  flesh  and  blood  which 
to  group,  or  are  carried  away  by  shows  the  perfection  of  these  ex- 
a  wave  of  the  ebbing  and  flowing  terual  circumstances  more  than 
stream,  the  murmurs  that  reach  any  other  nationality.  The  darker 
vour  ear  will  remind  you  of  noth-  and  more  impassioned  beauty  of 
mg  so  much  as  the  talk  of  the  the  southern  races,  the  keener 
village  coteries — the  little  world  outlines  and  quicker  movements 
that  circles  round  some  dozen  of  the  French,  the  muddier  fair- 
houses  on  the  green.  You  will  ness  and  heavier  form  of  the 
catch  echoes  of  some  domestic  Germans,  show  less,  to  our  eyes 
incident,,  repeated  from  one  crowd  at  least,  that  perfect  physical 
to  another  with  anxious  or  with  perfection,  unspeakable  cleanness, 
laughing  comments.  You  will  freshness,  and  carefulness  of  all 
hear  of  it  till  you  think  you  are  personal  properties,  which  dis- 
yourself  qualified  to  judge  whether  tinguish  the  English  race.  The 
Charley  So-and-So  was  bullied  or  southerns,  perhaps,  carry  finery 
beguiled  into  thai   marriage  ;  and  better,  and   may   possess   a  more 
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subtle  perception  of  what  is  and  ed  the  reservoirs  of  youthful  vigour, 
is  not  practicable  in  the  uray  of  It  is  unpleasant  to  spe&k  of  men 
ornament,  especially  in  the  lower  and  women  in  the  same  terms 
classes,  which  are  superior  to  ours  which  we  employ  in  discussing  the 
in  this  particular  in  almost  every  less  privileged  but  often  much  more 
respect.  But  that  air  of  perfect  respectable  animals  which  add  in 
personal  purity,  the  absence .  of  their  proportion  to  the  beauty  of 
anything  that  is  soiled,or  crumpled,  this  scene.  But  these  are  in 
or  less  than  complete,  is  nowhere  reality  the  most  fit  terms  to  use. 
so  universal.  Look  at  these  young  Heart  and  soul  are  harder  thines  to 
men  half-a-dozen  abreast  (which  judge  of,  and  do  no  show  in  those 
perhaps  is  less  than  perfect  polite-  gay  interchanges  of  the  surface 
nest  demands  in  a  thoroughfare  talk  of  society  ;  but  in  the  aspect 
running  over  with  women),  there  of  the  young  men  and  women  who 
is  not  a  speck,  a  crease,  or  even  a  crowd  the  spectator  out,  and  sweep 
suspicion  of  a  crease  or  speck,  in  him  away,  tnere  is  a  perfection  of 
all  their  raiment  of  price.  They  everything  physical,  which  raises 
are  clean  to  distraction,  and  fresh  the  same  kind  of  admiration  with 
as  the  May,  yet  as  easy  as  if  they  which  we  look  at  the  horses.  No- 
were  in  the  oldest  clothes,  and  thing  more  splendid  in  the  produc- 
as  little  self-denying  or  disposed  tion  and  exhibition  of  the  human 
to  do  without  their  favourite  in-  animal  has  ever  been.  To  see  how 
dulgences  for  the  sake  of  appear,  perfect  it  can  be,  how  easily  it  can 
ances  as  any  costermonger.  The  carry  trappings,  and  to  what  a 
ladies  are  scarcely  so  wonderf uI,for  high  pitch  of  physical  discipline  it 
they  have  less  temptation  and  less  can  be  brought,  there  is  nothing 
likelihood  ofrubbing  of  the  down  of  like  Rotten  Kow  in  May. 
perfect  bloom ;  but  the  men  who  are  The  old  are  not  so  happy.  Jt  is 
no  better  than  other  men,  or,  as  indeed  in  the  presence  of  all  this 
the  gracious  mother  in  her  seat  physical  perfection  that  it  becomes 
under  that  tree,  who  has  just  least  agreeable  to  grow  old  ;  and 
been  shedding  upon  them  the  sun-  the  contempt  of  the  light  literature 
shine  of  a  maternal  smile,  will  and  lighter  talk,for  everything  past 
tell  you,  with  a  shake  of  her  head,  its  prime,  finds  justification.  What 
perhaps  much  worse — how  do  they  terrible  old  faces  look  out  upon  ua 
keep  themselves  up  to  that  mark  from  lace  and  feathers  under  those 
of  physical  perfection  ?  It  is  not  canopies  of  spring  ! — faces  only  to 
the  fashion  to  conceal  any  pecoadil-  be  paralleled  in  the  lowest  slums, 
loes,  or  to  give  themselves  out  as  witn  eyes  red  with  spent  passions, 
better  than  they  are.  They  are  with  the  fever  of  a  forced  renuncia- 
like  their  horses,  who  keep  much  tion,with  thehabits  still  all  inappro- 
better  hours,  and  smoke  no  cigar-  priate  to  the  age  of  peace.  But  on 
rettes  :  is  it  the  grooming  in  both  the  other  hand,  here  and  there, 
oases, — the  perfection  of  the  valet  what  a  lovely  old  lady,more  sought 
rallier  than  the  master  ?  The  ques-  and  courted,  more  gay,  than  her 
tion  is  difficult  to  answer :  but  it  grandchildren, — sweet  with  sur- 
is  certain  tiiat  the  watery  eye  and  roundings,of  old  friendship  and  the 
shaking  hand,  which  in  a  different  tender  worship  of  the  new-a  fragile 
class  betray  so  quickly  the  inf  rac-  figure,  that  is  still  "  up  to  every- 
tion  of  natural  laws,  show  not  in  thing,"  and  bright  old  eyes  that 
this,  or  only  after  years  have  still  can  smile  when  all  the  young 
strained  the  strength  and  exhaust-  ones  are  dim  with  sleep  and  weary 
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with  pleasure,  being   delivered,  by  take  a  little  sympathetic  share  i» 

very   roasoii    of  their  slight   hold  their  pleasures,  and   give  them  a 

upon  life,  fronilifo's  weaknesses, —  sanction,  a  kind  of  benediction  not 

from  the  need  of  si umber,and  food,  in  words,  for  his   sense  of  humuor 

and  rest,  which  the  more  sul)stan-  is  keen  ])y  his   presence.     Perhaps 

tial  require  !    More  than  one  such  it  is  because    we   ask  more  of  him 

can    we  see,   in    our   mind's    eye,  that  he  is  not  so   easy  to   describe 

poised  upon  the  furthest  boundary  or  to  appreciate   as  the  old   lady 

of  time,  with  one  foot,  not  in  the  against  whose  sweet  gaiety  onlv  a 

grave,  as    the   harsh  critic    says,  misanthropic  monster  could  find  a 

but  on   some  cloud  that  limits  the  word  to  say. 

visible,  and  is  the  way  to  heaven.  We  add  with  a  whimsical  sense 
Old  but  fair,  with  those  softest,  of  certain  advantages  and  disad- 
pearly,ashy  tints,  which  betray  what  vantages  which  are  beyond  reason, 
IS  not  so  much  decay  as  change  into  which  are  most  comical,  yet  not 
something  more  ethereal  than  ordi-  without  a  certain  pathos,  dear 
naryHesh  and  blood-with  long  trea-  reader,  that  those  delightsome  old 
sures  of  the  past  behind,  remember-  people  are  never — how  shall  we 
ing  everybody  one  has  heard  of  for  say  it  ?  We  have  already  delicately 
the  last  half -century  ;but  the  doorof  hinted,  by  choice  adjectives,  a 
her  heart  so  lightly  hung,  so  sensi-  fragility,  a  slightness,  slimness, 
tive  to  every  touch,that  the  young-  lightness,  which  are  inseparable 
est  stranger' may  come  in  and  find  from  the  character.  Alas  !  it  is 
a  tender  welcome  ;  never  weary,  this — the  old  queen  of  society 
never  dull,  never  too  much  occu-  must  not  be— fat.  We  pronounce 
pied  with  herself.  Some  such  old  the  word  in  a  whisper,  with  a 
ladies  form  the  8weetest,centres  of  sense  of  running  away  after  we 
society.  You  will  see  them  under  have  said  it.  And  the  English 
the  trees  as  light,  swift-moving,  matron,  as  she  grows  old,  does  most 
ready  of  interest,  as  any  child  :  usually  develop  somewhat  largely 
knowing  everything,  forgetting  — how  innocentlv,  in  many  cases^ 
everything,  with  a  grace  which  en-  in  defiance  of  all  those  laws  which 
dears  oldage  as  it  endears  childhood,  ought  to  restrain  this  too,  too  solid 
and  nothing  at  all  c)f  that  sense  of  llesh,  who  does  not  kno.w  ?  Bat 
judging,  that  quick  and  irritable  this  is  her  fate, — those  outlines 
criticism  and  comparison  which  so  that  were  so  round  and  dimpled,get 
often  separate  middle  age  from  clogged  with  too  much  substance — 
youth.  There  is  here  and  there  the  soft  round  of  the  chin  soes  into 
on  old  man  to  be  met  with  in  folds  and  double  chins — the  form 
society,  who  is  nearly  but  not  so  light  and  active, — ah  me  I  why 
quite  as  oharming,  —  who  is  a  pursue  the  painful  subject  farther  ?■ 
little  retired  by  reason  perhaps  The  careless,  cruel  world  assiena 
of  some  slight  veil  of  infirmity  cruel  reasons,  and  suggests  eating 
which  falls  between  him  and  the  and  drinking  and  over-ease,  ana 
world — whose  approval  is  more  exalts  slightness  of  form  into  a 
weijxhty,  but  whose  sympathy  ]>or-  moral  quality.  Substantial  sisters, 
haps  is  not  so  universal — who  is  it  is  not  so  !-but  still  there  is  no  re- 
more  conscious  of  the  gaps  and  versal  to  be  hoped  for  of  that  heart- 
emptiness  in  life  tinn  of  its  con-  less  judgment.  We  mast  brave 
tinual  interest,  yet  v'ho  keeps  still  it  as  we  can.  And  in  your  ample 
sufficient  hold  upon  ^his  fellow-  robes,  with  draperies  less  severe 
creatures  to  love  to  see  them,  and  than  the  girls  delight  in  ;  with  the 
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youDg  people  abonl,    who  show  ttne now deUbermtingorhaye 

what  you  were — ^while  yon  in  yoiur'  erated, — an    irreeponsiUe  001 

turn  console  an  anxious  snitofr  here  in  whose  oonfidenoe  are      body 

and  there,  with  a  smiling  coonte-  the  porto^  who,  let  ns  n<     «  w    ^  ^ 

nance,  which  shows  that  nothin|;  pitying  hearts  fasten  up  i       a 

more  than  becoming  plumpness  is  danmess  the  pictures  w 

what  they  will  come  to — yon  look  so  many  hopes  are  entom    ki.  t:-' 

very  well  under  the  trees.    Gktther  ^mowmoreor  less  w       vj     s 

round  you  in  full  abundance  yoor  be  upon  those   shii      ;  •  if     is.— ^   : 

silken  skirts,  your  clouds  of  laoe—  though  how  many  fine       L 

the  prettiest  mysteries  that  soften  ping  smiline  oat  of  r 

an  outline  fuller  than  it  once  was.  now  many  old  gent  1 

It    is   your  privilege  to  be  more  fcir  their  oonstitnents  or  sc 

good-natured,  more  kind  and  lib*  etiesi  how  many  fox  ( 

era],   than  the  6ther8 — than    any  their  dogs,  who  can  say  r    'j 

others  under  the  trees  of  May.  will  occupy  probably  half  Uie  spi 

As  for  fat  men,  there  is  not  a  —and  it  is  to  be  honed  that  toq^ 

word  to  be  said  for   them.    No  mnerons  reader,  wiU  be  thaaikfak  •' 

social  eminence  can  be  theirs.They  far  the  revelation  of  so  many  paor/. 

are  stockbrokers,  or  journalists,  or  pie  who  still,  in  those  bad  times^    . 

millionaires.    If  by  chance  one  of  .ave  able  to  pay  handsomely  fttr< 

them  gets  into  a  Cabinet  or  a  ball-  having  their  portraits  painted  ;aiiA^ 

room,  *  Punch '  has  his  eye  upon  there  will  be  the  usual  number  ^  ' 

him.      There  is  no  room  for  him  dear  and  shining  landscapes,  aa  ' 

in  Rotten  Row.    Let  him  betake  olear  and  free  from  mist  or  any  :.* 

himself  to  his  club,  and  swell  and  atmospheric  infloenee  as  wore  ihfr*/,'; 

swagger  at  a  bow- window  which  exquisite  young  gendemenofwhoni  /  ;^ 

repeats  his  proportions.    We  are  we  have  been  talking.    But  tii^'' ' 

sorry  for  him,  but  he  is  not  sorry  most  innooentoatttderu  not  aowl-t 

for  himself.     He  laughs,  and  his  sophisticated  as  to  imagine  that  the- 

big  waistcoat  heaves.    He  likes  to  pictures  are  the  chief  things  to  be- 

''  shake  the  prcBS  before  him,"  and  looked  at  on  the  day  of  the  private- ' 

sit  upon   two   chairs  ;  but  we  dis-  view.  Perhaps  you  will  only  catch 

miss  him  as  altogether  out  of  keep-  a  glimpse  of  the  portrait  of  Mr. 

ing.     Those  trim  young  exquisites  MiRais's — painted,  if  with  less  glow 

can  never  grow  to  be  like  him ;  of  colour,  as  firmly  and  as  proudly 
though  he  too,  if  you  look  at  him,  '^  as  Titian  ever  painted— over    tlie 

is  almost   offensively    clean,    and  shoulder  of  the  fine  ladv  who  ia 

fresh,  and   well  groomed,  with  a  discussing  over  again  witn  a  gronp^ 

ilower  in  his  coat  that  scents  the  of  her  semhUMea  that  eternal  ques* 

air.  tion  about  Lady  Jane.     You  will 

If  there  is  any  other  place  where  see  the  sea-spray  dashing,  as  Mr 
this  crowd  is  to  be  seen  in  some-  Hook  has  caught  it,  among  the 
thing  like  the  same  perfection,  it  feathers  of  the  tallest  bonnet  that 
will  be  at  the  period  of  private  Paris  has  persuaded  London  into- 
views  with  which  this  month  com-  accepting  for  the  beginning  of  the 
mences,  but  to  which,  alas  !  at  this  season,  but  will  not  be  able  to- 
present  writing,  we  cannot  guide  smell  thevigorous  salt  breeze  which 
the  reader — for  who  knows  what  that  painter  has  the  secret  of 
those  iudges  may  be  deciding  who  sending  into  Piccadilly,  for  thelesa 
have  the  fate  of  the  young  pamters  wholesome  and  lessagreeable  odoar 
of  £ngland   in  their  hands?  who  of  the  patchouly.      And  Orohard-* 
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sod's  delicate    white    and  yellow  to  be  commended.  These,  however, 

will  be  cnished  out  by  a  sage-green  are  exceptional  phenomena  ;and  the 

sleeve  ;  and  Mr  Vicat  Cole's  most  young  ladies  in  sage-greenhalf  Jap- 

glowing  landscape  will  strive   to  anese,  half  aesthetic,  are'very  prob- 

shine  at  you  between    the  chinks  ably  not  connected  with  art  at  all 

^f  the   arms  of  a    fat   man    who  except  b^  fond  aspirations.     They 

has  his  back    to   it.       This,     we  form  an  incident  m  the  otherwise 

know,  is  how  it  will  be.    But  there  somewhat  featureless  longueun  of 

is  a   pleasant    admixture    in    the  the  private  view.     The  neglected 

company  at   Burlington  House  of  pictures  wait  till  the  public  come 

another  world  which  is  not  that  of  in  which   wishes  to  see  them,  but 

Rotten    Row.     There    stand    the  to    the    fine    people    a    Japanese 

representatives    of    Art    for    the  maiden     is    always     entertaining, 

moment  the  host     and   hostesses  The  swells  point  her  out  to  their 

of  society  ;  in  pleasant  confidence,  female  companions — "  don't     you 

their  feet  upon  the  floor  that  is  know  ?  " — and  for  a  moment  Lady 

their  own,  and   all    the    patrons  Jane  is  permitted  to  rest, 

andjpatronncsses  in  a  certain  sub-  As  we  cannot  tell  you   all  we 

jection,  which  is  a  happy  change  could    wish      about     Burlington 

once  in  a  way.     So  many  pictur-  House,  let  us  eo  and  see  some  of 

•esque  heads  bearded  at  their  will,  the  pictures  wnich  form  a  perma- 

and  indifferent   to  the  dictates  of  nent  exhibition   in    other  places, 

fashion,  make  an  interest    in  the  The    first  and  most  important  is 

midst  of  the  fine  people ;   heads  that  of  Mr  Holman   Hunt,    near 

which  are  more  or  less  familiar  by  the   spot  where  the  feet    of   the 

introduction  of  '  Punch,'  that  great  May  visitor  will  go  early,the  ample 

familiariser  of  the  famous,  even  to  doors  of  the  Grosvenor  Grallery. 

the   rustic  spectator,    and    which  Holman  Hunt  has  been,  since  the 

almost  all  have  a  vigour  and  char-  days  when  p  e-Raphaelitism  seem, 

acter  which  mark  them  out  from  ed  a  new  revelation,  a  power  apart 

the  dilettatUi.      The  art-ladies  are  among  the  painters  of    England, 

not  so  fortunate,   for  dress  tells  To  say  that  he  does  not    deserve 

more  in  the  case  of  a  woman  than  this  position  would  be  rash  indeed; 

of  a  man.     \Vhea;they  dress  by  in-  but    there    are    various    qualities 

spiration   of  their    husbands,  the  which  tend  to   procure  and  keep 

eiSFect  is  apt  to  be  less  satisfactory  snch  a  place,  which  are  not  simple 

than  that  which  is  produced  by  the  merit.     He  has  exhibited,  and  in- 

picturesque    looks,  and   now  and  deed  accomplished,  very  little  nu- 

then    a  velvet    coat    among    the  merically — which,    though    it    is 

gentlemen  ;    and    when,  their  in-  strange  .to  say  so,  is  always  in  the 

spiration  is    that   of  Posthlewaite  artist  s  favour.     It  does  not  seem 

(which  still   survives   to  some  ex-  to  have  been  so  considered  in  the 

tent  in  these  regions),  the  hanging  high  days  of  art,  when  Giotto  and 

sleeves    and   dressing-gown    gar-  all  his   succecsors  laboured  inces- 

ments,   amid     all  the     rustle   and  santly,  not  elaborating  one  picture, 

flutter  of  fine  rompany,!i8  anything  but  producing  so  many,  that,  had 

but  edifying.    It  is,  perhaps,  some-  there  been    art    critics  in    those 

times  a  way  of  disguising  the  fact  days  (as   no  "doubt    there     were, 

that  otherwise  one   would   be  be-  though  they  did  not  write  in  news- 

hind  the   fashion,  which  is  better  papers),  there  would  without  doubt 

perhaps  than  home-made  strainings  have  been  much  talk  of  pot-boilen, 

after  the  fashion,  but  not  otherwise  and   of  the   impossibility   of  anj 
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niKTi  who  did  so  ranoh  Amw  always  Dear  reader,  jou  will  have  divined 

fais  b  est.     Mr  Holman  Hnnt  has  that  wefiDdourselveBiDa  dilemma, 

been  able  to  deliver  himself  from  and  do  not  for  the  moment  know 

tbe  poBsibility  of  saoh  an  aconaa-  what  to  say.    The   picture    is   a 

tion.    He  has  painted  little,  with  work  of  high  imagination,  but  it 

the  intention  of  making  that  little  doe«  not  follow  the  lines  or  obey 

the  beat  of   his  time  ;  and  here,  the  impuUe  of  that  more  ordiaary 

again,  for  the  third  or  fourth  time,  pictorial  inspiration  which  has  so 

we  are  called  upon  to  step  aside  often,  on  storied  wall  and  oanvas, 

'  into  a  sort  of  chapel  of  high  art,  in  church  and  palace,  set  forth  the 

and  set  to  our  Beal  that  it  is  so.  same  soene  ;  one  of  tbe  most  beau- 

The  place  of  exhibition  ia  a  room  tifat  scenes  in  tbe  story,  which  has 

in  Bond  Street,  but  it  is  oarefnlly  been  the  chief  inspiration  of  art, 

arranged  for  ita  office  aa  if  it  were  nnce  ever  art  was  in  the  Western 

intended  for  religious  worship,  the  modem  vorld.     "Arise,  take  the^JI 

light  intermpted  and  studied,  the  yonng  child  and  his  mother,  anftjM 

space   so  onrtsined  and  carpeted  nee  into  Egypt."    This  is  the  foun-  ^ 

tnat  no  profane  foot  can  tfead  too  dation  and  central  point  of  the  pia-*^^ 

loudly,  or   profane  eye  approach  tare;  bat  Mr  Holman  Hunt  has  not 

too  closely.     Tbe  spectators  steal  been  satisfied  with  the  divine  eroau 

in,  alarmed  if  a  dress  should  rustle  in  the  centre.     He  has  combined 

or  a  shoe  creak,  and  seat  them-  this  subject  with  a  commemoration 

selves  in  silent  absorption  before  of  the  Massacre  of  the  Inuooents. 

the    picture    which    Mr    Ruskin,  which  be  calculates  had  faappen'ea 

kindly  qnoted  for  us  by  Mr  Hunt  in  Bethlehem  a  very  short  tune  b~  - 

faimself,  declares  to  be  likely  to  be  before ;  and  his  object  Is  to  presr 

considered  the  greatest  religioDs  to   the  spectator   a  vision  of  1 

picture  of  the  age.    It  is  difficult  triumph  of  tbe  tittle  martyrs  w „ 

in  the  soft  atmosphere,  so  carefully  were  the  first  to  die  for  their  Lord.  ' 
tempered  and  toned  down,  to  see       The  foreground  of  the  pietara, 

who  our  next  neighbour  is — which,  accordingly,  is  fiUed   with  groap» 

indeed,  is  an   impertinent  desire,  of    happy   infants    accompanying 

and  no  way  to  our  advantage  to  their  onild-Lord  upon  bis  journey, 

know.      Our  object  here  is  quite  and  suddenly  perceived  by  him  M 

other  than  such  vulgar  investiga*  he  turns  in  his  mother's  arms    at 

lions — this  is  very  different  from  a  certain  moment,  described  by  Mr 

Burlington  House.     The  fine  peo-  Hunt  as  just  before  the  dawn,  in 

pk-  come  not  here,  or  if  they  come,  the  bright  Syrian  moonlight.  Thes» 

they   sink  into  a   well-bred  imita-  children,  unseen  by  the  parents,  ad- 

tion  of  the  votaries,  and  communi.  vance  by  the  side  of  the  oentnl  ' 

cate  their  mutual  sentiments  with  group,  some  before,  some  slightly 

a  whisper  of  awcj'as  we  all  do—  behind.     They  are  children  "  from 

and  there  is  never  a  word  of  Lady  two  years  old  and  under,"  accord. 

Jane.    The  reverential  little  assem.  ing  to  the  description  given  by  tbe 

bly  iK  never  without  one  clergyman  wise  men,   from   which  Hr  Hunt 

in  it,  wlio  might  he  about  to  per-  concludes  that  our   Lord  Himself 

form  a  little  preparatory  service  ;  must   have  been   about   that  age, 

and  we  sit  on  ascending  platforms,  The   children  Mr  Hunt   describea 

like  the  gallery  of  an  old-fasbioned  to   be  wreathed   with  flowers  for 

cburcli.  the  saorifice,   and    to  be    carried 

So  much  about  the  ascessoriea,  along  by  a  rivulet  of  the  water 

and   so  little   about  the  piotore  I  of  iSe,  upon  whioh  they  are  np- 
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posed  to  float  witli  buoyant  foot-  wliich  seems  to  find  reflection  even 
steps    over    the    broken    ground,  in  tlie  very  outlines  of  the  glorified 
This  is  a  j)oint,  howevor,  on  wl)ich  babes,    and    which  throw  a  sheen 
the  gazer  requires  much  explana-  even  upon  the  truer  colour  of  the 
tion.     The  bUie  coils  among  which  distant   horizon,  concentrating   in 
the  very  substantial  little  feet  are  its  gleamingglobe;  while  theangelic 
moving  with   what   seems  a  solid  forms,  mystically  indicated  within 
tread,  not  airy  or  fantastical  at  all,  the  vision  of  a  vision,  express  the 
and  very  much  more  like  the  coils  continuity  of   supernatural    inter- 
of    serpents  tlian   those  of   living  course  between  heaven  and  earth 
water.'    80  far  as  it  carries  out  the  as  visible  to  the  eyes  that  can  see. 
idea  of  a  stream  at  all,  which  in  our        We  might  remark,  however,  that 
eyes  is  not  much,  it  is  a  metallic  the  white  and  shadowy  forms  that 
stream,   not   very    wholesome,  we  show  dimlv  in  the  reflection  carry 
would  think,  with  an    iridescence  out  the  etliereal  character  of  that 
and  metallic  gleam  wliich  indicates  intercourse  much  better  than  the 
either    stagnatioTi   or    some    very  extremely   chubby  babies,   whose 
curious  combination  of  chemicals,  motted  ficsh  and  substantial  limbs 
From  this  strange  shallow  brook-  convey  no  idea  of  spiritual  bodies 
let,  if  brook  it  is,  the  splash  of  the  to  the  spectator.     The  little  group 
children's  feet  is  supposed  to  raise  is  in  its  way  as  lovely  a  group  of 
bubbles  prismatic  and  full  of  colour,  children  as  could  be  found — chil- 
the  largest  of  which  floats  straight  dren  freshfromthe  bath,outof  well- 
in  front  of  the  ass  which  Joseph  is  cared-for  nurseries,  prize  babies  of 
leailing,  and  seems  very  likely  to  whom  any  mother  might  be  proud, 
make  that  patient  animal  bolt — as  but,  if  angelic,  of  a  chubby  order 
any  of  his  brethren,    not  miracu-  — more    lilie    the  putti    that    de- 
lously  restrained,  would  certainly  lighted  the  Italians  of  the  seven- 
do.     The  bubble  is  a  large  and  fine  teenth  century  than  more  heaven- 
one,  and  speaks  of  soap  as  clearly  ly   visions.      One  feels  carious  to 
as  ever  bubble   did,  though   soap  know    where    Mr    Holman   Hunt 
is   far   from   Mr    Holman    Hunts  found  his  models.     If  the  infants 
thoughts.    Painted  in  it(  we  wonder  of   Jerusalem   are    as  massive  as 
if  George  P^liot's  youthful  sugges-  their    mayrtred   predecessors    are 
tion  to  her  free-thinking  fricn<i  to  here  depicted,  then  all  our  ideas  of 
^'  paint  the  Crucifixion  in  a  soap-  the  slimmer  form  of  Eastern  races  * 
bubble 'Mias  anything  to  do  with  must  be  a  delusion.     The  children 
this}  is  a  fanciful  (sceTie,  in  which  are  garlanded  and  linked  together 
the  spectator  can   see   the   figures  with    ropes   of  flowers    which    as- 
of  blowing  angels  and    a   line   of  suredly  never  came  from  any  gar- 
light    which  mounts  to  the  skies,  den  but  that  of  a  florist's  boxes. 
and  is  quite  ready  to  believe  that  One  of  them  has  a  wonderful  little 
it  IS  the  ancient  vision  of  Jacob,  nightcap  upon    its    head,   a   most 
and  the  ladder  upon  which  angels  brilliant   bitj  of   colour,  in   which 
asceTHled  an<l  clescended,  which  is  the  prismatic    hues  of  the   water 
here   symbolically    introduced    to  below  and  the   bubble  above  are 
carry  into  the  far  distance  the  tra-  rei)eated  in  a  glow  of  intense  light. 
dition  of    a  tender   and    touching  The  foremost  of  the  little  figures 
belief.     The   fantastic    conceit   of  seems   astray   from  the   rest  in  a 
this  bubble  seems  the  keynote  both  little  dream   of   his   own.      He  is 
of  the  colour  and  meaning  of  the  examining  the  breast  of  his  little 
picture,  the  metallic  tints  of  blue  shirt,  in  which   is  a  distinct  and 
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very  dear  out;  but  is,  Mr  Hant   bat  a  largely  developed  and  matnift   V 
explains,  "  bewildered  to  find  that   woman  quite  aoonstomed  to  be  £   . ', 
his  new   spiritual  body  leaves  no    mother,  and  not  witbodt  traces  df  * 
trace  of  tne  fatal  wound."    ThiB   the  world.    The  aq^ion  of  the  ohild,    Y 
suggestion  approaches,   unfortnn-    who  throws  himself  back  upon  her  ;  '7 
ately,  near  to  the  grotesque,  and   arm  in  a  delightful  reeognition  of, .. 
shows  a  fancy  so  high  fantastical   the  little  group  which  is  eo  strange^  •   / 
that  it  loses  the  very  sense  of  that    ly  revealing  itself  upon  the  way,  is     ^ 
higher  imagination  which  is  always    natural  ana  full  of  life.    The  pretty 
eober  and  within  bounds.     That   wilfulness  of  the  fling  aside  from _'^ 
the  body  of  the  little  martyr  should   the  mother's  attempt    to    dotlMi  *^ 
show  some  glorified  trace  of  the   him,   the  delightful  -smile  whioh  : ' 
blow,  some  scar  big  enough  for  a   has  broken  upon  the  little  faoe  as  ..  - 
mother's  kiss,  some  mark  of  honour   he  perceives  the  unlooked-for  at-  : 
and  signet  of  high  distinction,comes   tenaants  upon  his  way,  would  be   ■ 
within  the  possibilities  of  devout   perfect  if  the  child  w|s  but  as 
belief;  but  why  should  its  litde    other  children,  finding  out  ones* 
shirt,  presumably  a  spiritual  gar-    peetedly  a  delightful  novelty  in  '~ 
ment,  as  it  covers  a  spiritual  body,    the  midst  of  the  ioumey.     Bat  /,- 
be  cut,  and  the  soft  flesh  show  no   sorely  it  is  all  inadeqaate  to  ex^ '  *' 
mark  ?    We  are  unable  to  imagine   pess  the  feeling  of  the   I>ivui0 
an  answer.     We  are  ready  to  con-    mfant  discovering  at  his  side  the 
cede  the    human  dress,   in    some   little  martyrs  whose  innocent  Kves   '• 
simulacra  of  which  even  respectable   have  been  given  for  him.    Wh«i 
ghosts  are  allowed  to  walk  about ;    we  remember  the  wonderfol  tkSL- 
but  why  should    the    shirt   have   dren  of  the  San  Sisto  pioton  (thail 
the  traces  of  the  blow  which  has   picture  which  an  exciting  romoor  ' 
disappeared  from  the  body  of  the   declares  to  be  in  the  market»*aiid ' 
child  ;    Is  it,  after  all,  only  the   possibly    offered    to    Bng^and-^-s  ' ' 
real  little  human   shirt  that    has    thoueht  which  takes  away  one*s 
been  washed  from  its  bloody  stain,    breatn),   the  godlike  boy  in   the 
and  slipped  on  again  ?    And  how    mother^s  arms,  the  infantile  faces,  ■ 
doeH   the  spiritual  body  reconcile    grand  and  majestic  in  their  sim- 
itself  to  a  profane  and  earthly  gar-    plicity,  beneath — or  when  we  think 
ment,  if  it  is  so  ?    The  conceit  is    of  the  lovelv  faces  of  Botticelli's 
too  artificial  to  have  anything  to    boyish  angels,  looking  on  at  the 
do  with  art,  and  is  very  contradic-    mysterious  child  whom  they  watch 
tory  of  the  divine  story  in  which    and  try  to  understand, — it  seems 
Thomas  put — or  might  have  put —    like  a  play  on  our  credulity  to  ask 
'*  his  lingers  in  the  prints  of  the    us,  as  Mr  Ruskin  does,  and  as  Mr 
nails"   in  the    risen    body  of    his    Hunt,   quoting  Mr  Ruskin,  does 
Lord.  not  seem  to  nesitate  to  do,  to  re*  * 

The  central  eroup  has  but  little  cognize  this  as  a  great  religious 
in  common  with  that  sacred  ideal  picture.  The  curled  darling  thrown 
which  80  many  painters  have  repre*  back  on  his  mother's  arm,  with  a 
son  ted.  The  Virgin  sits  high  upon  laugh  of  childish  delight  which 
the  ass,  in  full  face,  a  large  figure,  shows  his  little  white  teeth  and 
^^lightlv  smiling,  as  she  looks  down  curves  his  rosy  lips  with  pleasure^ 
upon  her  child.  She  is  not  the  is  a  beautiful  child,  but  bears  no 
awed  and  reverential  maiden  of  the  sign  that  he  is  the  Son  of  Gtod. 
old  pictures,  herself  scarcely  out  He  is  an  arch  and  del^htful  in» 
of  the  vision  and  wonder  of  youth—-    fant,   wilful,  accustomed  to  play^ 
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enchanted  with  the  pretty  sight ;  to  make  every  work  he  prodaces  of 
but  it  would  have  been  strange  interest  to  his  countrymen.  He 
indeed— stranger  than  anything  else  who  has  given  us  that  one  noble, 
in  the  marvelous  story — had  this  sorrowful,  tender  image,  the  face 
been  all  that  was  in  the  face  of  full  of  love  and  patience,  and  all 
the  child-Christ  as  he  saw  the  gentleness  and  greatness,  of  Him 
infant  saints  suddenly  on  his  way.    who  stands  at  the  door  and  knocks, 

The  child  on  his  mother's  arm  deserves  great  things  at  our  hands  ; 
recognizes  them  ;  but  the  inno-  even  though  he  has  put  the  light 
cents  seem,  on  their  part,  to  take  no  of  the  world  in  a  medieval  lantern, 
notice  of  their  little  Lord.  They  do  as  if  it  had  been  wanted  to  show  the 
not  crowd  about  him  to  share  his  door  of  our  hearts,  and  the  steps 
look,  but  hold  apart  entangled  in  thereto.  That  and  a  ^reat  deal  more 
the  wreath  whicn  is  so  distinctly  can  be  forgiven  him  in  grateful 
what  we  call  in  Scotland  '^  gum.  recollection  that  he  stands  among 
flowers,"  not  one  of  them  raising  the  few — how  few  ! — who  in  aU 
his  face  to  the  Divine  wayfarer,  the  ages  have  been  able  to  gain 
We  are  not  told  whether  there  is  a  glimpse  of  such  a  countenance 
any  meaning  in  this,  or  why  the  as  might,  without  scorn,  be  attrib- 
celestial  children  should  be  prepar-  uted  to  the  Son  of  Grod.  Bat 
ing  this  little  masque  upon  the  road  Mr  Hunt  has  fallen  into  the  error, 
if  they  do  not  care  to  look  up  and  apparently  congenial  to  his  mind, 
see  the  object  of  their  martyrdom  of  abstracting  himself  from  com- 
and  their  presence  here.  They  mon  life  in  order  to  produce  with 
are  leading  back  the  colt,  Mr  Hunt  infinite  labour  and  absorption  of 
informs  us,  which  has  lagged  from  his  entire  soul  in  every  detail  a 
the  side  of  his  mother, — which  is  picture,  which  shall  be  more  than  a 
kind  of  them,  but  not  a  satisfac-  picture, which  shall  be  a  new  gospel, 
tory  motive.  No  secondary  ofiicc,  a  [)rophetic  message  such  as  it  nas 
though  one  of  service  and  oenevo-  never  been  given,  let  Mr  Ruskin 
lence,  could  have  kept  these  little  say  what  he  will,  to  any  painter 
brethren  from  gazing  upon  the  to  give  forth  to  the  world.  Let 
Divine  child  and  seeking  his  notice,  us  grant  that  Carpaccio  meant  a 
if  human  probabilities  are  to  be  great  deal  more  than  he  knew  in 
considered.  No  party  of  children  that  manful  story  of  stout  St 
but  would  do  so  with  one  of  their  George,  and  that  with  the  help  of 
natural  comrades  ;  how  much  ihore  such  a  skilled  interpreter  as  Mr 
the  new  denizens  of  heaven,  con-  Ruskin  (and  prompt  renunciation 
scions  that  it  was  their  Lord  who  as  of  the  devil  and  all  his  works 
was  passing  by,  and  of  their  own  of  Mr  Ruskin's  disciples  and  co- 
glorious  position  in  his  immediate  interpreters,  who  would  make  us, 
train  ?  if  that  was   possible,  detest  Car- 

This  is  too  much,  perhaps,  paccio),  we  may  learn  many  things 
about  one  picture;  but  Mr  IIol-  therefrom:  yet  the  old\enetian 
man  Hunt's  position  is  not  an  was  no  secluded  soul,  and  had  no 
ordinary  one.  lie  takes  upon  him  thought  that,  like  EIijah,he,only  he, 
that  otiice  of  a  teacher  which,  was  left  to  make  the  world  aware 
when  asserted  with  suiiiceiit  bold-  that  there  was  a  greater  than  Baal. 
ness,  has  a  quite  marvelous  eifect  On  the  face  of  the  thing  it  is  grand 
upon  the  imagination  of  the  mass  to  spend  seven  years  of  life  or 
«f  a  man^s  contemporaries.  And  he  more  upon  a  single  picture — to 
is  a  painter  who  has  done  enough    caress  its  every  detail — to  let  im- 
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agination  loose,  ro  that  every  line  celli,  and  those  majestic  infants 
may  teach  a  moral  lesson,  and  no  who  stand  under  the  San  Sisto, 
shoe-string  be  without  a  meaning,  and  the  Foligno  Raphaels,  with 
There  are  few  who  can,  and  per-  things  unutterable  in  their  uplifted 
haps  as  few  who  will,  make  such  a  faces.  The  baby  gravely  looking 
sacrifice.  Hut  it  is  dangerous,  be-  through  the  slit,  in  its  nice  clean 
yorid  measure  dangerous,  to  be  thus  little  grown,  for  the  wound  that 
uplifted  over  one's  brethren,  and  killed  it,  is  a  conceit  worthy  of  the 
to  feel  that  the  time  spent  upon  Emblems  of  (^uarles,  rather  than 
one's  work,  and  the  pains  taken,  of  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord, 
and  the  minute  and  endless  care  There  is  another  picture  holding 
bestowed  upon  a  production  which  solitary  state  at  a  little  distance 
lias  been  the  sole  absorbing  from  Mr  Holman  Hunt's  sanctu- 
thought  of  night  and  day,  ought  ary  to  which  we  may  now  direct 
— as  indeed  they  should  if  la-  our  attention  a  little,  with  the  re- 
bour  and  care  were  all — to  make  mark  in  passing,  that  nothing  can 
the  work  unique  in  art,  high  be  more  curious  and  striking  th|iD 
above  the  ordinary  level,  a  thing  thus  to  pass  out  of  Bond  Street 
to  foree  the  world's  attention,  into  Piccadilly  in  the  heart  of 
The  great  masters  did  nY>t  do  so.  London  variety  and  gaiety  and  ex- 
They  knew  nothing  of  this  elabor-  travaganct*,  from  one  hushed  and 
ate  self-<lev()ti<)n.  They  did  their  darkened  temple  of  art  in  which 
best  with  honest  zeal  and  love  of  an  incident  in  the  sacred  story 
their  work.  The  famous  canon  is  exhibited,  into  another  where 
of  slow  an<l  elaborate  production,  groups  of  art-lovers,  stilled  into 
which  both  in  literature  and  art  is  something  like  awe,  go  out  of  the 
prescribed  to  the  labourer,  is  con-  sunshine  to  contemplate  the  great 
tradicted  by  the  practice  of  every  concluding  act  of  that  story,  the 
master  :  and  it  is  at  least  as  likely  Crucifixion.  M unkacsy's  Calvary 
toleadtotlu*  elaborate  failure  of  is  a  picture  with  an  altogether 
ovcr-dcvotion  as  to  the  production  diflFerent  inspiration  from  that  of 
of  tlu^ '*  greatest  religious  picture"  Mr  Hunt.  It  belongs  to  a  coun- 
<»r  any  triumph  of  art.  We  do  not  try  where  the  conditions  under 
think  that,  except  in  the  eyes  of  which  pictures  of  so  high  an  aim 
his  sfct,  this  picture  will  a[)pear  to  can  find  a  ])ljice  are  totally  differ- 
any  one  a  triumph  either  of  the  ent.  A  private  purchaser  with 
Innocents  or  of  the  Ilhuninati.  It  only  a  room,  however  large,  or  a 
is  a  i^reat  thing,  no  doubt,  that  Mr  limited  <lomestic  gallery,  in  which 
Itnskin  should  vouch  for  it,  and  to  place  a  work  of  art,  forces  the 
a  painter  may  well  be  buoyed  up  painter  into  moderate  dimensions 
with  an  exhilaration  that  takes  the  and  a  sort  of  practicable  domestic 
seinbl:ince  of  flattered  vanity, when  sentiment — a  circumstance  which 
tin*  only  <»racle  who  speaks  with  limits  Knglish  art  in  the  most  re- 
absnliite  authoritv  proclaims  his  markable  way.  But  where  Herr 
pHMluction  thf  greatest  picture  of  Munkacsy's  genius  was  nurtured 
the  aire.  l>ut  he  should  be  very  there  is  wider  scope,  and  his  hand 
careful  how  he  accepts  this  dictum,  is  not  restrained  by  the  conviction 
Anti  it  would  be  well  for  hiin,  we  that  his  picture  must  be  something 
think,  to  compare  his  t-hubbycher-  which  can  be  lived  with, — which 
ubs  with  the  angel-cbildren  in  the  limits  the  Englishman  as  with  an 
gnat  Venetian  pictures,  with  the  invisible  tether,  if  it  also  confers 
lovely,  thoughtful  boys  of    Botti-  upon  his  certain    easily  recognis- 
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able  advantages.    We  do  not  now  executioner,  with  axe  in  hand  and 

in  England  venture  upon  the  clos-  ladder    over    shoulder.      He    has 

ing  scenes  of    the     great  tragedy,  just  come  down  from   giving  the 

Few  are  the  galleries  which  have  last  twist  to  one  of  the   ropes  that 

room   for  such   subjects ;  and   he  hold  the   malefactors.     Use  and  a 

could  be   audacious    indeed    who  cruel    dulness  have    quenched  .all 

would  place  the   scene  on  Calvary  sensibility    in    him.       He  casts  a 

in  his  dining-room.       The  foreign  sullen  stupid  look  upon  themourn- 

painter  is  better  off.     He  has   still  ers,  his  eye  caught  perhaps  rather 

churches    in    which     to     place    a  by  the  glory  of  the  nair  that  sweeps 

masterpiece,    or   public    buildings  over  the  shoulders  of  the  Magdalen, 

where  there  is  room    enough,  and  than  the  spectacle  of   the  sorrow 

not  too  much  familiarity.  which  is  enough  to  touch  any  heart. 

The  size,  the  distance,  the  grand-  Barabbas  would  have  had  a  cer- 

eur  of  the   scene    here  portrayed,  tain  interest  for  him  had   he  been 

are  curiously  impressive  after  such  swung  to  that  fatal  tree  ;  but  what 

a  compromise  with  the  ideal  as  is  occasion  there  is  for  all   this   ado 

attempted  in  Mr    Hunt's  picture,  about  a  fanatic  from  Galilee,  the 

Munkacsy  has  already  made  what  wretch  knows   not.     He   looks  at 

may  be  called  a  European   reputa-  the  women  with  a  dull  contempt, 

tion.     The  power  of  his  forcible.  The  sights  and   sounds   that  have 

altnost    violent   individuality,  the  distinguished    this  from     all    the 

realism  which  brings  nature,  fresh  executions    that  ever  took   place 

and  spontaneous,    into    the  posi-  in  Jerusalem  have     not    affected 

tions   and    circumstances   conven-  him  :  the  rolling  blackness  on   the 

tionalised  by  art,  have  already  been  sky  that  obscures  the  daylight,  the 

recognised  with   that  keenness  of  excitement  of   the  authorities,  the 

individual  feeling,     involving    as  cry  which   the  centurion    has  just 

much  opposition  as  applause,  which  given  forth,  touch  not   at  all  this 

gives  edge  and  piquancy    to  sue-  brutal  fellow  in  the  exercise  of  his 

cess.      1  his    picture  is   smoother,  trade.     He  thinks,  perhaps,  he  has 

and   perhaps    less    original,    than  been  cheated  by  those  Romans  who, 

those  previously  exhibited  in  Eng-  forsooth,  would  have     the   man's 

land.     The  chief  group   is  some-  clothes  and  cast  their  dice  over  the 

what  feeble — when  is  it  otherwise  ?  seamless    robe,  though  they    had 

Neither  nature  nor  the   fitness  of  none  of  the  trouble.     He    would 

things  permits  that  display  of  bod-  like  to  nail  up  a  few  of  them  too, 

ily  anguish  which  our  too  correct  to  teach  them  to    interfere    with 

information  on  the  subject  would  his    perquisites;    and  as    for  the 

require,  if  any  illusion  were  to  be  women,  and  that  one  with  the  hair 

preserved.     And  therefore  the  fig-  especially,   what    a   fuss   they  are 

ure  on  the  cross  is  always  more  or  making    about   an  everyday  inci- 

less  conventional.     So  is  the  group  dent !     All  the  stupid   cruelty  of 

around:  St  John  too  meekly  observ-  the  class    which    is  below    human 

ant  of  his  Master's  last  order  ;    and  sympathy,   too  dull     to  feel,   too 

one  of  the    attendant   Marys   too  degraded  to  understand,  is  in  this 

niurh  startled  by  an  event  which  she  wonderful  figure.     He  is  as  much 

must,  for  some   moments  at  least,  beneath  the  rabble  who   shout  out 

havo  certainly  anticipated.  But  op-  their  partisan  insults  to   the   Crn- 

posite  to  thismournful  party  stands  cifiod,  as  they  are  inferior   to  the 

faiC'ing  the  spectator,  a  single  brutal  noble  Arab  in  the  foreground,  who 

cynical    figure,    the  figure    of  the  turns  round    upon  his   horse   with 
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^n  open-eyed  look  of  wonder,  and  anoe  of  the  difference  bet  ween  trath 
Sudden  perception  that  here  is  no  and  fact  The  contortions  of  an' 
malefactor  getting  his  deserts,  bat  acrobat  may  be  most  literal  fact^ 
something  beyond  experience,  be-  and  are  so ;  bat  to  find  in  them 
yond  knowledge.  Two  Bahbis  a  trathful  exhibition  of  the  laws 
walk  away  from  the  scene  across  of  hnman  movement  woald  be  the 
the  foreground,— one  with  opeit  effortof  a  fool ;  and  nothing  can  be 
mouth  and  emphatic  finder  demon-  more  striking  than  the  illastnationa 
strating  that  outraged  justice  has  of  this  fact  aftorded  us  by  snoh  a 
done  well  in  making  short  work  of  display  as  this.  M.  Van  beers  is 
this  revolutionary;  the  other  start-  wilfully  unequal  both  in  execution 
led,  impressed,  not  sure  of  that  nor  and  sentiment.  The  contrast  be- 
of  anything  in  the  shock  of  awe  tween  the  really  extraordinary 
and  surprise.  Though  there  is  no  finish  of  most  of  the  figure-pictured 
resemblance  in  grouping  or  detail,  and  the  reckless  dash  of  the  malor- 
the  picture  reminds  us  of  the  great  ity  of  the  landscapes,  is  even  lese 
Tintoretto  in  the  school  of  San  remarkable  than  that  between  the 
Rocco  in  Venice,  perhaps  only  feeling  displayed  in  '^Le  Mai  dni 
because  of  the  life  and  meaning  in  Pavs,^  and  the  dreadfully  prosaic 
those  groups,  before  whom  some-  realism  of  some  of  the  burger  pie-' 
thing  is  taking  place  which  is  more  tures,  more  noticeably  two,  which 
than  the  highest  of  them  can  un-  are,  we  suppose,  exhibited  to  in- 
derstand.  trodnce  an  English  element  into 
We  find  ourselves  suddenly  trans-  the  collection:  the  composition 
ported  from  the  highest  aims  of  art  called  **  Peace  with  Honour,  a  very 
to  what  we  can  scarcely  call  any-  real  Life-Ouardsman  wooing  an 
thing  but  the  lowest,  when  we  turn  equally  real  nursemaid;  and  ^'Irlift- 
f rom  those  half-sacred  enclosures,  ation,''  a  nicely  painted  representa- 
where  the  spectators  speak  under  tion  of  a  very  commonplace  baU- 
their  breath,  and  walk  on  tiptoe —  room  couple  in  a  conservatory, 
to  the  Exhibition  blazoned  outside  Apart  from  this  inequality,  an« 
as  the  Salon  Parisien,  with  a  pal-  inspection  of  a  very  few  minutes 
pable  appeal  to  tastes  in  art,  and  will  show  that  we  are  here  look- 
in — we  will  not  say  nature,  for  ing  on  the  work  of  a  consum- 
natiire  lias  little  to  do  with  the  mate  artist,  seldom  perhaps  char- 
matter,  but — the  fantastic  and  ob-  acterised  by  tbe  soul  that  makes 
noxious  realismwbieh  has  associated  all  the  difference  between  art  and 
itself  with  everything  that  is  least  genius,  but,  as  technical  art,  al- 
satisfactory  in  society,  and  which  most  perfect  in  its  way.  Fourpior 
has  itH  court  and  capital  in  Paris,  tures  strike  us  for  their  merit, 
The  chief  exhibitor  here,  and  the  four  others  for  different  reasons, 
only  one  who  calls  for  notice,  is  the  while  beyond  these  the  collection 
young  Belgian  painter,  M.  Van  is  little  more  than  a  series  of 
Beers,  seimationalist,  impressionist,  beautifully  painted  illustrations  of 
or  whatever  he  may  please  to  call  the  art  of  sprawling.  The  gem  of 
himself, — a  young  man  of  wonder-  the  exhibition  is  the  portrait  of 
ful  gifts,  who  has  flung  himself  into  Peter  Benoit,  excellent  alike  in  ex- 
a  kind  of  fame  by  the  reckless  pression,  execution,  and  colon rinff. 
exercise  of  an  extraordinary  clever-  Next,  perhaps,  in  interest  is  "  he 
ness,  which  it  pleases  his  school  to  Mai  du  Pays,''  a  girl  who  has  evi- 
call  daring  and  truth — an  assump-  dently  left  her  home  to  her  sharae^ 
tion  founded  upon  complete  ignor-  finding  a  moment  for  sad  reflection. 
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while  the  carnage  waits  for  her  in  and   of   audacious  and    jn-everent 

the  background.  'Fbe  picture  of  the  materialism,  defying  all  the  mp'^er. 

yacht  La  Sirene  is  too  well  known  ations  of  nature,  are  to  oe^^""^ 

from  engravings  and  newspaper  re-  within  reac^h  of  each  ^"^«%'®^^';® 

ports  to  need  any  description  ;  but  choice  of  the   spectator      ^^^^ 

It  is  not  sayinjr  too  mucl)  to  speak  is  not  a  model  town.     It  is  Moy- 

of  it  as  an  almost  perfect  rewrcsen-  Ion  to   many  an   artless   imagina. 

tation  of  the  atmosphere  of  a  caiVn  tion  ;    and  were  we  to  believe  all 

day  on  the  shores  of  the  sea.     The  it  says  of  itself  m  its  higher  circles, 

fourth  picture  which  we  should  rank  the  l^^'^  ^i^^^®  ^^  ^^^.  P'*^"* 


and  the  child's  delight  at  the  dis-  we  venture  to  11  ^°         "     .       .     ^y, 
covery  of  the  plum  beautifully  ex-  Parisieyi  will  ncf^  f    !\  •  if   flows 
pressed.     On  the  other  hand,  "  La  part   of    the   ^^^^^.^'^tIi  ^Tiolman 
Charmeuse  de  Ser|)ents"  gives  the  slowly  in  and  out  ol'U  ^  |  ^  ^ 
impression,  on  iirst  sight,  of  little  Hunt's  veiled  and  guaptf^      f^he 
more  than  a  pair  of  bright  green        Those  whose  enjoymeiW         . 
legs,  though,  on  closer  inspection,  season   is  a  brief  one,  turtJsS  P^^^ 
a    body    appears    w^ith     serpents  rally,  as  the  day  steals  on,  br 
wreathed  round  its  arras  ;    a  curi-  question  of  Theseus —  t 
0U8  and  rather  unpleasant  picture.  ..  y^^^^  abridgment  have  we  foV  "•» 
Ihe  same  brilliant  green  appears           eveninc? 
again,  not  far  from  this  picture,  as  what  masque  ?    what  music  i 
the  background,  perfectly  flat  and           shall  we  beguile 
studded  with  vermilion  spots,  upon  The    lazy   time,    if   not    with    soi 
which  is  set  a  gliastly  idiot's  head           delight?" 
with  eyes  of  different  colours,  clad  If    we   were   to   answer  with    ttf  i 
in  cap  and  bells,  and  named  in  the  courtier  as  to  how  many  "sport|t 
catalogue  **  Folie."  Widely  different  were  rifeforyour highness's  choice,l  i 
from  this  is  a  large  picture  on  the  we  fear  we  should  be  able  to  namq 
other  side  of  the  room,  which  is  no  such  excellent  fooling  as  that  it| 
called  "  An  Allegory,"  though  the  which  the  immortal  Bottom  woula 
hidden  meaning  is  not  easy  to  dis-  fain  have  played  every  part.     Thd 
cover.     It  represents  the   trial  of  theatre,  which  languished  long  in^ 
a   witch  by   the   Inquisition,   and  semi-decadence  before  the   happy 
differs  from  most  pictures  of  the  advent  of  the  present  generation,  is 
kind  in  that  it  inspires   in    us  no  once  more  at  the  height  of  a  period 
sympathy    whalev<'r   for    the    ac-  which  has  returned  to  it  with  zest 
cused.      As  a   study   of   a  sea   of  and    something    like    enthusiasm, 
faces  it   is  worth    looking  at.     M.  Never  was  the  actor  more  high — 
Van  Beers  has  carried  the  prevail-  we   might    say   so    high — in    the 
ing  tendency  to  artistic  upholstery  general   esteem,   and    never  were 
further  than  usual,  the  whole  tone  theatres  so  manv  or  so  crowded. 
not  only  of  the  hangings  of  the  But  if  we  should  be  aekcd  to  what 
room,    but  in  many   cases  of  the  high  excellence  this  fact  is  to  be 
frames  of  the  picture,  being  one  attributed,     we     could    make    no 
uniform  and  sombre  tint  of  olive-  reply.     There  are  a  number  of  ex- 
green,  cellent   actors  on   the  staee,  and 
Thus  the  extremes  of  mystical  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
religious  fancy,  iinc-drawn  beyond  the  respectability  of  the  profession^ 
the  following  of  the  sober  mind,  the  "  status  "  given  to  its  members. 
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and  the  elevating  inflaence  ezer-  fate  of  Gk>rdon — at  the  theaira 
oised  by  its  performances.  But  where  this  lively  piece  of  noo^ 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  sense  is  represented ;  ^  Hie  Ma^ 
not  at  the  present  moment  on  the  istrate,"  in  which  Messrs  Claytoia 
stage — with  the  exception  of  the  &  Cecil  have  condescendjed  to  ', 
delightful  comedy  in  which  the  make^buffoons  of  themselves ;  and 
Bancrofts  are  taking  their  leave  of  most  of  all,  *'  The  Private  Sec^ 
the  profession — a  single  play  which  retary,"  which  has  likewise  haA 
is  worth  the  trouble  of  being  acted,  a  hruycM  success, — are  'all  ba^eA 
of  occupying  the  attention  of  rea*  upon  one  ridicalons  and  impos^.. 
sonable  spectators,  or  the  time  of  siole  incident,  with  which  neither 
men  and  women  who  call  them-  nature  nor  art  have  anything  tO 
selves  artists.  The  '<  Queen's  Shil-  do.  «'  The  Candidate ''  is  the  beat. «. 
ling,"  at  present  being  played  at  of  the  three.  It  is  carried  alone 
the  St  James's,  is  indeed  an  honest  by  the  excellent  aotine  of  Mr 
bustling  comedy,  vigorous  enouffh  Wyndham,  whose  Lord  Oldaore,  a 
of  its  kmd,  and  the  '^  Quiet  Rem*  younff  married  man  who  loves  lifi 
ber,"  at  the  same  theatre,  a  char-  and  tne  world  without  being  a 
acter-sketch  of  ereat  delicacy  and  rotf^  and  who  is  kept  in  a  coantrf  . 
cleverness  :  while  the  ''  Silver  house  by  the  maohmations  of  faia 
King"  is  a  stirring  and  effective  mpther-m-law  (that  everlasting 
melodrama.  But  all  of  these  are  mother-in-law  !)  while  he  is  dying 
old  favourites,  brought  back  to  the  for  diversion,  and  ready  to  prooore. 
sta^e  to  cover  the  defeat  of  the  it  at  any  cost,  is  really  admirably 
higher  drama.  And  with  these  done,  and  shows  him  worthy  of 
exceptions,  all  the  London  theatres  something  more  and  better  to  da 
are  given  up  to  farce  or  burlesque^  and  say  than  has  been  provided  for  ^ 
or  the  broad  spectacle-melodrama^  hiuL  ^y  way  of  procuring  himr'' 
which  is  effective  by  means  of  self  a  fortnight  in  town,  this  light- 
its  bold  seizure  and  reproduction  hearted  hero  srises  at  the  oppor- 
of  the  moHt  prosaic  realities,  but  tunity  of  becoming  a  candidate 
has  no  pretension  to  literary  skill  for  the  representation  of  a  distant 
or  dramatic  construction;  or  else  borough, a  mere  form — for  as  a  Con- 
attempt  by  more  equivocal  at-  servative  he  has  no  chance, — and 
tractions  to  make  up  for  the  ab-  sends  in  his  place  his  secretary,  an 
sence  of  plays  that  are  worth  old  schoolfellow,  poor  and  a  Radi- 
listening  to.  To  hold  the  mirror  cal,  who,  on  his  side,  is  tempted  by 
up  to  nature  has  almost  ceased  to  the  possibility  of  once  in  nis  lira 
be  even  the  professed  object  of  the  passing  as  a  great  personage  with 
stage.  A  farcical  incident  of  the  unlimited  command  of  money,  and 
broadest  character,  a  practical  joke,  freedom  to  speak  his  mind,  to  ao- 
and  impossible  adventure,  seems  to  cept  this  absurd  substitution.  The 
have  taken  the  place  in  the  public  result  is,  that  the  pseudo  Loid 
estimation  of  story  and  character,  Oldacre  is  elected  with  acclarAft. 
which  is  no  advantage  either  for  tion  as  the  Radical  member  for 
the  public  or  the  stage.  East  (North)  Hampton,  the  ool- 
''The  Candidate,"  made  for  lea^e  of  Bradlev,  and  that  the 
ever  memorable  by  the  fact  that  real  one  comes  n6me,  after  hui 
the  Prime  Minister  of  England  innocent  escapade  in  town,  to  oon« 
took  his  diversion — on  the  night  front  as  he  can  the  difficulties  of 
when  the  whole  country  was  the  ridiculous  imbroglio  that  fol- 
in  tears   and   mourning  over  the  lows.     Mr   Wyndham's   easy  aad 
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natural   acting,  his  boyish   eager-  above    the     Rev.    Arthur  Spald- 

ness   to   get   away,  his   delighted  ing.     As     a    proof   of    the  utter 

adoption    of  the  new  idea   whicli  imbecility  of  the  piece,  the  words 

offers  him    a   means   of  doing  so,  al)ove  quoted — one  of  the  choicest 

his   comical   despair   wlien  every-  inorcemix  in  the  composition — are 

thing  turns    aganist    him,  are   all  received    nightly    with   shouts  of 

extremely  funny,  and  ke])t  in  per-  laughter  ;  and  the  curate's   drawl 

feet  good  taste  by  the  actor,  whose  of  "  Do  you  know,"  with  which  he 

looks   and   manners   are  in  entire  begins  every  sentence,  is  drowned 

accordance  with  his  character,  and  in  shrieks  of  merriment  from  the 

who  never  exceeds  the  fooling  that  audience.     The    unfortunate   hero 

is  permitted  to  a  gentleman.     An-  is  knocked  down,  thrown   out  of 

other  most  excellent  performance  the  window,  sat   upon,    pulled  to 

is  that  of  Mr  lilakely,  in  the  per-  pieces  in    every  conceivaible  way, 

son  of  the  fat  and  unctuous  mis-  to  the  growing  enthusiasm  of  the 

sionary,    who   keeps  the  ladies  in  lookers-on.     The  only  thing   that 

subjection,    and    whose   tone   and  can   be  said  is,  that  the  actins  of 

look  are  in  the  best  and  highest  two  of  the  company  is  admirable. 

style  of  not  unamiable  caricature,  Mr   Hill    and    jlr    Penley  make 

— broad  as  the  farce  demands,  yet  their  parts  individual  and  highly 

most  comically    within   the  possi-  amusing;  but  it  is  a  kind  of  degra- 

bilities  of    the    character.     These  dation  to  two  excellent   actors  to 

two    excellent    actors    make   the  attain  even   a  sticces  feu  by  such 

piece     extremely      amusing     and  means. 

worth    seeing,    especially    as  they  The  same  thing   is  more  or  less 

never    carry    the   farce   into    but-  true   of  **  The  Magistrate "  at  the 

foonery.  Court-,    which    is   also  a  tissue   of 

The  extremely  ridiculous  'piece,  improbable  situations  redeemed  by 

which  has    the    same    moUj\   and  excellent  playing.  This  is  specially 

deals  with  the  substitution  of  one  worth  pointing  out,  as  the  author 

"  Private  Secretary  "  for  another,  of  the  play  has  been  complimented 

is  the   reverse  of  this — a  piece  of  on  all  sides  upon  his  knowledge  of 

buffoonery  from  beginning  to  end.  the  stage  and  the  construction  of 

It  has  filled  the  theatre  for  nights,  his  piece,  which  repeats  with  more 

and  made  the  fortune  of  the  young  pretension  the   faults  we  have  al- 

author  and  manager  ;  but  there  is  ready  pointed  out — a  motif  quite 

scarcely  a  redeeming  feature  in  the  inadequate  and  of  the  most  ridicu- 

farrago  of  nonsense  which  never-  lous  description,  and  incidents  so 

theless    continues    to   delight  the  farcical  as  to  be  scarcely  above  the 

public.     The     poor    little   curate,  horseplay    of   the  most   primitive 

who  is  the  butt  of  the  piece,  and  efforts.     Mr  Posket,  a  police  ma- 

whose  ludicrous,  appearance  with  gistrate,  has  married  a  widow  with 

what  he  calls  his  '^  goods  and  chat-  a  son  by    her    previous    marriage^ 

telU  " — consisting  of  a  bandbox,  a  and  has  been  led  by  her  to  beliere 

bag,  a  rug,  an  umbrella,  and  a  pair  her  age  and  that  of  her  son  to  be 

of  goloshes — delights  the  audience,  fi\e  years  less  than  they  really  are. 

— is  knocked  about   as    Moliere's  This  deceit  the  wife  is  very  anxious 

unfortunate    butts     are     knocked  to  keep  concealed,  and  on  hearing 

about  in  the  first  transition    from  of  the  arrival  in  London  of  an  old 

the   purely    pantomimic  jtlays   of  Indian    acquaintance   who   knows 

the  primitive  stage — though  even  her  real  age,  she  goes  in  the  even- 

the     *'  liarbouille  "     is     a     world  ing  to  a  eqfe  where  he  is  dining  to 
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entreat  him  to  ke^   her  seerel*  <dde8t  folliefl  of  i      e       ,  tbl» 
Unfortunately  Mr  Posket  has  been  Tioe  of  the   pantt  .   ^ We 
brought  by  his  preoocions  stepson  member  an  Ital      o  if  in  i 
to  sup  in  another  room  of  the  same  this  hiding  nnaer  uioie 
cq/y,  and  with  extraordinary   im-  oident,  which  we  i        ^ 
prudence  all  the  characters  remain  sorry  to  offer  to         ooi 
m  the  establishment  after  the  legal  of  Mr  Clayton  ana  Mr  t»      ,  w 
time  for  closing.    The  police  ap-  of  whom,  and  especially *tnc 
pear,  the  proprietor  humes  everr-  are  capable  of  very  much  n 
Dody  into  one  room,  in  which  ne  work.    But  if  the  pnblic  ]oy      lo 
extinguishes  the  lights,  and  in  the  be  kept  on  the  broad  ffrin,  ana 
panic  of  the  moment  the  magistrate  fere  the  Indicrons  to  the  hpmoroi 
unknowingly   takes  ref  age  under  what  can  the  actor  do  ?    1       la- 
the yery  table  beneath  which  his  oroas  is  earner  than  the  1    w 
wife    is  hiding.     Ultimately  the  and  a  practical  joke  has  i 
male  characters  make  their  escape  rantaffes  oyer  that  ezploa^ 
with  difficulty,  while  the  ladies  are  of  holding  the  n      or  ap  w     - 
captured   by   t^e  police.    In  the  tore,  whion  necessr        » 
morning  the  latter  are  brought  be-  a   different  kind  ana  xy 
fore  Mr  Posket,  who  has  straggled  intelligence.. 
back  to  his  Court  in  time  to  exercise       All    these    considerations     we 
his  duties  as  magistrate,  though  in  throw    to   the    winds    when    wo 
a  state  of  indescribable  confusion,  enter  the  bright  preoiftcts  of  tho 
both  mental  and  physical,  arising  Savoy  Theatre,  where  Mr  Gilbert 
from  the  excitement  of  the  pre-  and  Mr  Sullivan  keep  their  leoiti-^ 
yious  night.    Half  asleep  and  en-  mate  places  in  defiance  of  all  mi%' 
tirely  demoralised,  he  unconscioaa-  — ^though  that  is  a  paradox.   ^The. , 
ly  sentences  his  wife  and  her  sister  IGkado  "  is  above  criticism.    Hienf-. 
to  a  week's  imprisonment,  follow-  is  no  question  in  this  whimsioak 
ing  the  suggestion   of  his  clerk,  world  of  fun  tad  tuneful  ditties 
His  utter  breakdown  when  he  finds  of  holding  up  any  mirror.     Whe- 
what  he  has  done,  and  the  contrast  ther  it  be  "  The  Sorcerer  "  or  '^  The 
of   his    immaculate   respectability  Pirate,"  or  that  delightful  "Jury *• 
and  the  office  he  holds  with  all  tfie  who   award   unheard-of  damaffCS, 
incidents  of  the  night,  are  no  doubt  under  any   circumstances,  to  An« 
irresistibly  comic  ;   but  the  play  is  eelina,  there  is  here  rneither  posd- 
broad  farce  thoughout,  ana  with  bility  to  be  considered  or  rufos  of 
less  capable  actors  would  be  an-  art  to   be    observed.     When   the 
worthy  of  consideration  at  all.    It  able  seaman  and  his  captain  change 
is  sayed  by  the  excellent  acting  of  places  on  the  admirable  argument 
Mrs  John    Wood,  and  of   Messrs  that    they    had    been    previously 
Clayton,  Cecil,  and  Eversfield,  and  changed   at  nurse,  we  accept  the 
the  life  and  <' go  "that  is  put  into  it  reasoning  with   delieht :    and  de- 
by  the  whole  company  ;  and  makes  mand  nothing  but  a  Tittle  yariati<m 
a  sufficient  evening's  diversion  for  from  the  favourite  pose  of  jndgjs 
the    unconcerned    spectator    who  and  general,  which,  oy  repetition, 
likes  to  be  amused  without  much  becomes  monotonous,  to  content  nsi 
caring  how.  Hut  surely,  with  actore  This  is  fully  secured  in  the  Jap* 
of  the  calibre  of  these  above  men-  anese  Lord  High  Executioner  of 
tioned,  something  better  might  be  Mr  Grossmith,  m  which  there   ia 
attempted  than  the  trivial  plot  of  no  perceptible  echo  of  his  former 
a  charade,  len^rthened  out  oy  the  impersonations,  and  in  all  the  de 
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lightful  and  gorgeous  denizens  of  graciously  permit.  It  is  too  Hmallt 
the  brilliant  sunshiny  world  which  however,  to  give  that  margin  tu 
may  be  like  Japan  (and  for  the  a  crowd  which  has  been  found  in 
sake  of  the. Japanese  we  hoj)e  it  is),  these  other  exhibitions,  and  wants 
but  certainly  is  not  like  any  other  open  air,  and  a  possibility  of  a 
scene  we  know.  Notliing  can  be  garden,  and  escape  from  the  close 
more  cliarmingly  ])retty  than  this  little  streets.  Could  it  be  trans- 
play,  if  play  it  can  be  called.  There  ported  to  those  grounds  where 
IS  no  buiroonery,nokno(rking about,  London  lias  amused  itself  forseve- 
no  sitting  upon,  no  hiding  under  ral  seasons,  and  where  the  quaint 
tables.  The  an  of  the  <jueer  fairy-  sho])S  and  cottages  might  have  a 
land  in  which  Mr  Gilbert  plays  natural  relief  of  greenery,  it  would 
his  pranks,  is  perhaps  not  a  very  be  much  more  successful  and  cap- 
elevated  art,  but  at  all  eveiits  livating.  As  it  is,  the  chief  in- 
it  is  above  devices  of  this  kind,  terestinit  are  the  attendants,  who 
The  delightful  aristocrat,Pooh-J5ah  have  been  of  the  greatest  use,  we 
is  quite  an  original  among  state  are  told  on  the  playbills,  to  the 
officials,  and  nothing  so  bland  or  management  of  the  Savoy,  and 
80  s]>lendid  as  the  Mikado  himself  whoshufHe  about  in  their  slipshod 
has  dawned  upon  our  dazzled  vis-  way,  with  their  green,  voluminous 
ion  for  a  long  time.  It  is  delight-  robes,  in  a  manner  that  aids  the 
ful  fooling  all  through,  as  pretty  a  etfect  of  the  play,  and  shows  the 
spectacle  as  ever  was,  and  for  sim-  difference  between  the  humble 
pie  fun  one  of  the  very  best  of  the  classes  and  those  sublime  officials 
author's  productions.  The  three  who  conduct  the  government  of 
little  maids  from  school  in  their  that  enlightened  but  mysterious 
beautiful  dresses,  with  their  gig-  land.  We  advise  the  visitor  to  let 
gllngs  and  their  gravities,  couM  the  one  illustrate  the  other,  and  to 
not  be  better  ;  and  Mr  Rutland  have  his  tea  served  to  him  bv  the 
Barrington's  face  is  of  itself  a  yellow  little  maid  with  her  prepos- 
study.  We  invite  the  reader  who  terous  sash  and  wrappings,  who  is 
-would  deliver  himself  from  all  the  genuine  article,  before  he  goes 
sublunary  thoughts  and  enter  the  to  see  her  dainty  betters,  the  little 
realms  (jf  pure  whim,  fun,  and  maidens  who  are  not  yellow  in 
fancy,to  approach  without  a  doubt,  their  summer  scene, 
and  take  his  diversion  undisturbed  It  is  curious  to  have  to  speak  of 
by  criticism.  The  authors  of  "The  the  English  stage  without  any  no- 
Mikado  "'  have  secured  just  tin*  tice  of  Mr  Irving,  whose  person- 
combination  of  the  unknown  and  ality  is  about  the  most  important 
the  known  which  is  good  for  their  and  notable  thing  on  the  English 
pur]><)ses,  in  the  realm  so  captivat-  stage  as  it  stands.  He  will  return 
mg  to  the  imagination,  so  pii^to-  to  his  jtatronage  of  Shakespeare 
rial,  and  so  splendid  as  Japan.  in    May,    and    he  will    succeed  in 

By  the  way,  the  .Ia))anesi.'  vil-  making  the  world  listen  to  his 
lage,  a  rurious  little  arliticial  en-  version  of  Hamlet,  as  no  one  else 
campment,  seems  about  to  be,  t«>r  seems  capable  of  doing.  He 
this  season,  a  substitution  for  the  comes  across  the  Atlantic  with 
ilealtherii's  and  Fisheries  of  pre-  more  fame  and  dollars  than  ever, 
vious  years  ;  a  place  where  the  to  meet  the  welcome  of  that  sin- 
s\Yi\\  population  may  lounge,  and  gular  popularity  to  which  we  can* 
ga/e  at  much  or  little  as  fate  may    not  assign  a  reason,  or  explain  the 
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causes.  For  the  number  of  those 
wlio  really  coiisider  liim  a  great 
aotorie  very  limited.  His  marked 
defects  of  voice,  gesture  and  bear- 
ing, his  limited  comprehension  of 
what  is  podsible  and  not  [loaeible, 
and  the  imdisguieable  individuality 
which  makes  him  always  Irring, 
whether  his  supposed  character  be 
Shylook  or  Romeo,  are  almost  uni- 
versally acknowledged.  And  yet 
there  is  no  one  else  whose  position 
is  BO  strong,  or  whose  efforts  are 
met  with  the  same  unfailing  re- 
spouse.  We  may  not  like  him,  but 
we  must  see  him  in  whatever  he 
does.  The  weekly  critics  have  ex- 
hausted the  language  in  explaining 
why,  in  setting  forth  bis  conscien- 
tioos  eSort,  his  high  aim,  when  they 
could  not  lay  claim  on  his  behalf 
either  to  artistic  success  or  any  le- 
Intimate  claim  to  success.  But  a 
high  aim  is  not  enough  to  secure 
the  strong  and  continual  following 
which  Mr.  Irving  undoubtedly  pos- 
sesses. There  is  something,  nay, 
much,  in  that  heroic  self-assertion 


which  is  BO  potent,  in  this  age, 
and  in  that  pertinacious  tempera- 
ment which  never  relinquishes  its 
claim,  but  which  is  capable  of  go- 
ing on  saying,  "  I  am  Sir  Oracle," 
even  when  all  the  dogs  bark.  This, 
and  the  excellence  of  all  the  prop- 
erties, the  splendour  of  the  spec- 
tacles which  have  come  to  be 
necessary  to  our  present  oonoep- 
tion  ot  the  histrionic  art,  and  last, 
though  not  least,  the  grace  and  at- 
traction of  Miss  Terry,  who,  if 
somewhat  weak  in  Shakespeare,  is 
always  so  graceful,  so  harmonious, 
even  iu  her  mannerisms  —  have 
doubtless  much  to  do  with  a  suo- 
oees  which,  without  being  alto- 
gether undeserved,  ia  unquestion- 
ably much  beyond  the  deserts  of 
this  actor  as  an  individual.  Mr. 
Irving,  however,  is  bnt  an  illustra- 
tion of  one  of  the  most  curiouB 
peculiarities  of  public  appreciation 
m  our  time,  in  which,  as  Mr.  Puff 
says,  "the  unanimity  is  wonderfn! 
when  they  do  agree.'' 
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PORTRAIT  OF  A  LADY. 

Paint  me  your  perfect  lady.     I  have  seen 

Some  part,  perhaps  the  whole,  of  what  I  mean. 

Yet  in  articulate  feature  to  declare 

The  form  that  haunts  my  thought  divinely  fair 

May  well  outrange  my  skill  ;  but  thy  request 

Strikes  all  denial  dumb.     Here  take  my  best. 

No  nois(^  thou  hear'st,  no  preparation  blows 

A  trumpet  where  my  perfect  lady  goes  ; 

Nor  with  rude  tramp  she  beats  the  hollow  ground 

Nor  minces  nicely,  nor  with  girlish  bound 

Trips  the  light  sod  ;  a  woman,  not  a  fairy, 

Upon  an  earthly  base  firm-poised  her  airy 

Conscience  rests.     No  flaunting  broad  display 

Of  rustling  flounces  marks  her  gentle  way. 

But  like  the  breezes  of  the  light-winged  May 

Softly  she  comes,  and  fragrant  all  as  they. 

Oh,  she  is  lovely  !  all  the  summer  dwells 

In  her  bright  eyes,  and  every  feature  tells 

A  treasured  sweetness  in  the  soul  within, 

That  beats  like  music  through  the  lucid  skin  ; 

And  when  she  speaks  soft  silvery  accents  flow 

Full-throated  from  a  mellow  depth  below, 

Not  dipt  in  shreds,  nor  with  a  tinkling  din, 

A  shallow  plash  from  hollow  heart  within. 

Not  bold  is  she  to  place  herself  before  , 

The  first,  nor  slinks  demure  behind  the  door, 

But  takes  her  place  just  where  she  ought  to  be, 

Nor  makes  you  feel  when  there  that  it  is^she. 

With  native  grace,  and  fine  untutored  mien,  t 

She  greets  the  poor,  or  stands  before  a  queen, 

Sweeps  with  light  flowing  ease  the  festal  floor, 

Or  bends  o'er  sick-beds  with  the  suffering  poor. 

She  hath  no  postures,  knows  no  attitudes  ; 

Her  unschooled  gesture  gently  shows  her  moods  ; 

She  casts  no  proud  and  patronising  eye 

On  those  below,  nor  ducks  before  the  high. 

All  things  to  all  she  is  :  for  why  ? — in  all 

Her  skill  is  to  be  true  and  natural, 

True  to  herself,  and  to  the  high  ideal 

That  God's  grace  gave  her  to  inform  the  real ; 

True  to  her  kind,  and  to  your  every  feeling 

Respondent  with  a  power  of  kindliest  healing. 

She  knows  no  falseness  ;  even  the  courtliest  lie 

She  drojims  not ;  truth  flows  from  her  deep  blue  eye  ; 

And  if  her  tongue  speaks  pleasant  things  to  all, 

'Tis  that  she  loveth  well  both  great  and  small ; 

And  all  in  her  that  mortals  call  politeness, 

Is  but  the  image  of  her  bright  soul's  brightness 

Direcrt  from  h(?aven.     Such  is  the  perfect  fair 

Whom  in  my  heart  I  hold,  and  worship  there  ; 

And  if  the  picture  likes  thei?  well  to  see, 

Know,  lady,  more  than  half  I  stole  from  thee  I 

J.  S.  B. 
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CHSAP  TELEGRAMS. 

Whilst  the  majority  of  people    message  of  twenty  and  a ^^ 

are  complaining  that  the  Gk>yem.  of  thirty  words  represents  some 
ment  proposals'  in  the  matter  of  difference  in  expense^  that  differ- 
cheap  tele^ams  are  insufficient  and  enoe  is  not  so  great  as  the  differeniDa- 
disappointing,  it  may  perhaps  be  in  price  to  the  sender  of  the  tde* 
allowed  to  us  to  point  out  a  side  gram — viz.,  at  the  present  rate  8d^ 
of  the  question  wnich  has  hardly  or  at  the  fntnre  rate  5d.  In  fa0t^ 
received  proper  attention.  it  is  the  last  part  of  the  message 

Sixpenny   telegrams  have   been    which  pays,  and  not  the  early  pirt^ 
so  long  talked  about  that  people   Mr  Shaw  Lefeyre,  in  introancing 
had  come    to    imagine    that    the   his  Bill  ^or  ^*  sixpenny  telegrams,'' 
present  shilling  rate    was    going   stated  that  &e  present  average  ooit 
to  be  reduced  to  sixpence,  for  an    to  the  country  of  sending  every 
equivalent    or    nearly    equivalent   telegram  is  lOd.;  but  that  it  le 
length  of  message.    The    all-im-    anticipated    this    cost    would    be 
portant  factor  in   the  question —   reduced  to  3}d.  when  shorter  tel* 
viz.,  at  what  cost,  that  is,  at  what   egrams   come  into  vogue.    Thiia> 
expense,  the  Post-office  could  send    every '^  sixpenny  telegram  "  will  be 
a  short  telegram — has  been  com-   sent  at  a  loss ;  and  umess  the  aver- 
pletely  ignored  in  most  quarters,    age  price  paid  by  the  telegraphing^ 
It  was  conveniently  assumed  when    pubhc  exceeds  Sfd.,  the  telegrapE 
the  idea  of  sixpenny  telegrams  was   revenue  will  show  not  only  the  "^^^ 
first  started,  that  the  cost  of  send-    larse  reduction  already  prediotea ' 
ing  a  message  of  ten  words  would   by  Mr  Shaw  Lefevre,  but  an  aotnal 
be  half  the  cost  of  sending  a  mes-    deficit.    Now  no  amount  of  increase 
sage  of  twenty  words  ;  and  on  this   in  the  number  of  telegrams  sent  wilt 
hasty  assumption  it  was  laid  down    get  over  this.    If  the  average  tele* 
that  a  net  revenue  as  Kr^^t  as  that    gram  is  sent  at  a  loss — that  is,  for 
now   derived    from   shilling    tele-    a  price  lower  than  the  cost  of  send- 
grams  might  in  a  few  years  be  ob-    ing  it — the  total  result  must  be  a 
tained   from  sixpenny  telegrams  ;    deficit — a  fact  which,  however  pa- 
any  loss  felt  at  first  from  the  fall    tent,  has  been  persistently  blinked 
in  price  being  more  than  recouped    by  the  advocates  in  the  press  of  a 
by  the  immense  increase  of  busi-    r^uced  telegraph  tariff. 
ness.  So  far  as  to  the  cost.      With 

Unfortunately  the  expense  of  regard  to  the  receipts,  Mr  Shaw 
sending  telegrams  cannot  be  re-  Lefevre  •  estimated  that  in  the 
duced  in  this  short  and  pleasant  first  year  the  average  length  of 
way.  For  one  thing,  there  are  pro-  message,  under  the  new  tariff 
cesses  to  be  gone  through,  common  would  be  twenty  words,  yielding 
to  all  telegrams,  short  or  long,  and  lOd. ;  but  it  must  be  evident 
equally  expensive  whether  the  tel-  to  every  one  who  considers  the 
egram  consist  of  three  or  thirty  matter,  that  this  estimate,  even  if 
words.  For  another,  although  the  not  over-sanguine  as  an  estimate 
difference  in  length  between,  say,  a    for  the  first  year,  does  not  repre- 

-         -  1^1.  - 

1  Since  this  article  was  in  type,  the  Qovemment  have  resolved  to  drop  their 
Bill,  but  for  reasons  which  do  not  effect  tiie  tenor  of  argument. — En.  B.  M. 


■J 


I 


'J 


708                                        Cheap  Telegrams,  [May 

sent  the  future.  The  experience  of  be  despatched  in  a  few  minates,  ia 
all  foreign  countries  has  been  that  again  and  again  sent  to  the  bot- 
the  telegraphing  public,  as  soon  as  torn  of  the  heap  before  the  signal, 
they  have  an  elastic  tariff,  cut  ling  telegraphist,  and  thus  may  be 
down  their  messages  year  after  delayed  an  hour  or  upwards  by  the 
year,  until  a  pretty  universal  aver-  incoming  of  "  urgent  "  telegrams, 
age  of  about  fourteen  words  is  at-  This  system,  which  of  course  makes 
tained.  It  is  almost  certain  that  for  the  rich  and  against  the  poor, 
the  same  gradual  falling  off  in  the  is  one  which  would  not  be  enter- 
length  of  messages  will  be  witness-  tained  for  a  moment  in  England  ; 
ed  m  this  country  ;  and  we  cannot  for  it  would  simply  result  in  al- 
but  think  that  the  very  phrase  most  every  telegraph,  in  a  land 
*'  sixpenny  telegrams,"  which  has  where  "  time  is  money,"  being  paid 
80  long  been  used  to  designate  the  for  at  threefold  rates — ^though  in 
telegram  of  the  future,  will  have  a  Germany,  curiously  enough,  only 
•contributory  share  in  realizing  that  some  half-million  out  of  the  18 
ideal,  every  telegram-sender  striv-  millions  of  telegrams  sent  annually 
ing  to  bring  his  message  within  the  pay  this  threefold  rate, 
sixpenny  limit.  We  think,  however,  that  the 
We  may  note  in  passing  that  German  principle  of  a  tariff  which, 
in  the  outcry  which  has  followed  while  elastic  enough  to  allow  the 
the  Government  proposals,  great  shortest  messages  to  be  sent  at 
ignorance  has  been  shown  of  the  reasonably  low  prices,  yet  is  high 
systems  in  force  on  the  Continent ;  enough  to  ensure  a  net  revenae 
it  being  frequently  implied  that  in  and  not  a  deficit,  is  one  to  be  com- 
France,  for  instance,  no  charge  is  mended.  Indeed  we  hardly  think 
made  for  addresses.  The  truth  is,  that  if  the  taxpaying  public — 
that  the  Continental  countries  have  which,  after  all,  is  larger  than  the 
always  charged  for  addresses,  even  telegraphing  public — fully  realized 
when  they  liad,  like  ourselves,  a  that  the  proposed  sixpenny  tariff, 
twenty-word  minimum.  At  the  so  far  from  giving  too  little,  errs 
present  time,  including  addresses,  by  giving  too  much,  and  that  the 
the  average  French  telegram  con-  consequence  sooner  or  later  will  be 
tains  only  fourteen  words,  the  that  the  Post-ofiice  will  not  only 
average  German  only  twelve,  and  not  be  able  to  pay  the  interest 
the  average  Swiss  only  fourteen,  on  the  immense  capital  (nearly 
The  Swiss  and  the  French  tele-  £11,000,000)  which  has  been 'sunk 
grams  do  not  pay — that  is,  the  ex-  in  the  purchase  of  the  telegraphs, 
penditure  balances  or  exceeds  the  but  will  show  an  actual  loss  on  its 
revenue  ;  and  the  German  alone  carriage  of  telegrams, — we  hardly 
show  a  profit,  a  profit  derived  think,  we  say,  that  if  the  tax- 
partly  from  the  fact  that  the  tariff  paying  public  realized  all  this,  they 
(about  which  we  shall  speak  pres-  would  thank  the  House  of  Com- 
ently)  is  higher,  and  partly  from  mons  for  having  forced  the  Gov- 
the  existence  of  a  system  of  so-  ernment  to  adopt  this  measure, 
called  **  urgent  telegrams."  These  For  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
telegrams  are  sent  at  treble  the  this  measure  has  been  forced  on 
ordinary  price,  and  are  allowed  the  Government.  That  there  should 
priority  over  all  those  sent  at  the  be  a  reduction  in  the  telegraph 
ordinary  price.  The  result  of  this  tariff  was  no  doubt  pretty  univer- 
system  often  is  that  a  telegram,  sally  desired.  At  tne  same  time, 
which  in  its  ordinary  turn  would  it    would    only    be    a    minority. 
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though    a    noisy   minority,    that  oodts  only  fonrpenoe.  On  the  other      * 

would  recommend  a  large  sacrifice  hand,  a  message  of  twelye  worcb^ 

of  revenue  for  the  sake  of  the  tele-  which  Mr  Shaw  Lefevre  proposea 

graphing  portion  of  the  commun-  to  jnve  ns  for  6d.  only,  woala  cost 

ity.    A  and  B  will  no  doubt  be  in  Germany  S^d. 
glady  when    telegraphing  to  their       This  principle  of  a  fixed  charge 

wives  that  they  will  not  DC  home  of  2d.  or  3d.   as  a  basis,  with. a 

to  dinner,  to  save  sixpence  in  the  charge    for    each    word  sent,    is 

process;  but  they   will  probably  deanv  a  right  one.    The    send-      ' 

think    the   privilege    dearly   pur*  ing  ot  every  telegram  involves  th« 

chased  if  the  consequence  is  that  siffnalling  of  certain  extra  words^'  t  -  $'[ 

they  have  to  pay  a  halfpenny  in  which  are    not   paid    for  in  any 

the  pound  more  mcome-tax.    It  is  .  country — such  as  the  name  of  the        ^ 

only  those  whose  business  makes  place  where  the  telegram  starts 

frequent  telegraphing  a  necessity  from,   and  the  hour  at  which  it     '- 

who  will  reap  the  full  benefit,  and  was  accepted.  Moreover,  the  woik- 

who  will  not  mind  the  sacrifice  of  of  taking  in  the  telegram  and  send*     ;. 

general  revenue  when  their  own  ineitout  for  delivery  has  equally   ^  ^ 

pockets  are  the  gainers.  to  oe  performed  with  all  telegrams;   / 

If,  then,  reduction  there  was  to  and  the  '^  fundamental  charges," aa 

be,  it  ought  to  be   within  paying  the  Ghfrmans  term  it,  may  be  take^i 

limits.     We  think  that  selnshness  as  representing  the  services  per* 

is  at  the  root  of  much  of  the  cry  formed  for  all  messa^^  alike.'  An- 
that    the  Post-ofiice    should    not .  other  advantage  which   the  plan  , 

make   a  revenue,  but   use  all  its  has  is,  that  it  extends  to  the  full  —  . 

resources  for   increased  facilities,  the  principle  which  lies  at  the  root    * . 

Within  due  bounds,  it  is  certainly  of  *' sixpenny  telegrams  "-via.,  thiit*  • 

desirable  that  the  Post-office  should  the  shorter  the  message  the  lower 

so    use    its    resources  ;  but   it    is  the  price  on^ht  to  be.    There  Ja 

clearly  undesirable  that  the  whole  no  more  magic   in  a  minimum  of 

of  the  community  should  be  taxed  twelve    than    in    a   minimum    of 

in  order  that  one  part  of  the  com-  twenty  words  ;  and  we  confess  we 

munity  may  be  able  to  obtain  cer-  should  like  to  see  this  relic  of  an 

tain  business  advantages,  which  is  ancient    superstition    cast     aside. 

practically  what   the   sacrifice   of  Both  the  Germans  and  the  Swiss 

the  telegraph  revenue  would  mean,  (who     have     adopted     the    same 

As  we  have  indicated,  the  Ger-  principle  as  the   Germans,  though    • 

mans  have  succeeded,  apart   from  their  grund-tax.    or  fundamental 

their     system     of    "  urgent    tele-  charge,  and   their  word-rate    are 

grams,"   of    which  we   could    not  both   different)  have   sworn    that 

recommend  the  adoption,  in  arriv-  it  is  a  superstition  to  suppose  that 

ing    at    a    tariff  which,   while    it  a  minimum   number  of  words  ia 

allows  the  shortest  message  to  be  essential.     All   that    is  necessary 

sent,  yet   secures   a  high   enough  is  that  your  rate,  whatever  it  is» 

average  price  to  pay.     Tiieir   plan  should  not  be  so  low  as   to  make 

is  to  charge  a  gruud-taXy  or  fee  of  the  carrying  of  telegrams  a  losing 

2^d.  per   telegram,    with  a   word-  instead  of  a  paying  business,  nor 

rate  of  a  halfpenny.     There   is  no  so  high  as  to  cnecK  the  develop- 

fixed  minimum  ;  and  the  shortest  ment  of  telegraphy, 
message   which  it   is    possible   to        In  considering  the  question  of  a 

send — viz.,    one   of    three   words,  telegraph  tariff,'there  are  two  chief 

two  of  address  and  one  of  text —  elements  to  betaken  into  aooonnt  i 
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one  is  the   cost  of  conveying  the  this  country,  the  overwhelming  in- 

telegram   to   its   destination  ;  the  crease  in  the  number   of  sixpenny 

other  is  the  average  price  which  telegramsmay  drag  down  the  aver- 

<5an   be   expected   to   be   paid   by  age  to  as  low  a  point  as  that  which 

the     j)ublic    for     such    telegram.  Continental  countries   experience. 

The  cost  of  conveying  the  average  If  this  were  so-^if   30  millions  of 

message  of  1886    will,  as  already  telegrams  were  sent  at  an  average 

stated,  be   8}d.     This,  we   under-  cost  to  the   nation  of  8d.,  and    an 

stand,  may  be  lowered   in   subse-  average    cost    to    the    senders  of 

quent  years,  by   the   still  greater  7d. — there   would   be   an     annual 

shortening    of    messages,    to    8d.  deficit  of  £125,000,  which,  added 

But  this  is  the  limit  of   reduction  to  the  present   net  revenue,  which 

believed    to    be   possible.      Now,  would  then  be   lost,  represents  an 

what   will  be    the    average   price  annual  loss  to  the  country  of  nearly 

paid  ?     Mr     Shaw    Lef evre    tells  half  a  million  sterling  ! 
us    that,  under   our    present   sys-        It  must  be  remenioered   always 

tem  of   charge,  which  encourages  that  when  the  Government  speak 

people  to  an  unnecessary  prolixity,  of  the  cost  of  sending  a  telegram, 

the  average   number  of  words   in  no  interest  on  the  telegraph  capital, 

the  text  of  a  telegram  is  seventeen,  as  many  innocently  imagine,  is  in- 

It  is  not  certain  that  this  average,  eluded  in  that  cost.     It  is  the  net 

being  largely  made   up   of  words  revenue  of  the  telegraph  depart- 

which  would  never  be  sent  but  for  ment  which  goes  to  the  payment 

the  idea  that  people  have  of  obtain-  of  interest,  and  this  net  revenue 

ing  their  money's  full   worth,  and  has  never  been   sufficient  entirely 

which    would   indubitably  not  be  to  cover  the  interest.     So  that  not 

sent  the  moment  they   had   to   be  only  will  the  taxpayer  have  to  pay 

paid  for,  will  be  greatly  reduced —  this  interest  in   the  future,  but  he 

probably    to  ten  or  eleven  ?     Mr  will  also  have  to  pay  an  additional 

Shaw  Lefevre   also  tells    us  that  sum  in  order  that  the  sender  of 

the  addresses  may  be   expected  in  telegrams  may  have  the  advantage 

future  to  average  five  words  only,  of  telegraphing  at  an  unduly  cheap 

This  would   make   the   average  of  rate. 

the  future  telegram  fifteen  to  six-        There  has  been    much   said  on 

teen  words,  all   told,  yielding  74^d.  the  subject  of  free  addresses.     As 

or  8d.     In   other  words,  this   ex-  has  been  already  intimated  in  these 

penditure  would  be   greater   than  pages,  we  are  the  only  people  who 

the  revenue.  allow  addresses  to  go  free  ;  and 

That  this  estimate  is  by  no  means  whatever  reasons  maynave  weighed 

unfounded,  is  proved  by  the  cases  with  those  who  originally  instituted 

already  cited,  of  France,  Germany,  this  freedom,  no  one  who  examines 

and  Switzerland.     If,  on  the  Con-  the  question  carefully  can  fail  to 

tinent,  the  average  length   of  the  see    that,   though    such     freedom 

telegram   has    fallen   to   fourteen  might  be  possible  under  a  system 

words,  we   are   surely  within  the  by  which  the  minimum  price   paid 

mark   in  estimating  that  it   may  secured  a  balance  over  and  above 

fall  to  fifteen  or  sixteen  here.     In-  the  cost  of  conveyance,   its  raUon 

deed  it  is  quite  within  the  bounds  (Pefre  vanishes  when  once  the  prin- 

of  possibility  that,  although  a  cer-  ciple  of  a  word  tariff — that  every - 

tain  number  of  much  longer   mes-  thing  sent  over  the  wires,  and  that 

sages  than  are  sent  on  the   Conti-  only,  is  paid  for — is  accepted.     To 

nent  will  continue   to  be   sent   in  retain  freedom  of  address  with  the 
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oew  system  would  be  to  onmber'  address  as  might  easily  be  fomd, 

it  with  the  inelasticity  of  the  old.  would,  under  the  prasent  system        - 

As  thus  :  A  reouires  five  words  to  of  oounting,  swallow  up  no  fewer  '    , 

express  his  adaress,  whilst  B  re-  than  eight  of  your  twelye  worda} 

quires  onljr  two.    Is  B  to  pay  as  whilst  under  the  proposed  systeni»'' 

much  for  his  address  as  A?  Surely  it  would  only  take  four  of  tlieiil.' 

be  should  have  the  advantage  of  Again — 

his  short  address,  and  be  able  to  i          33        4          5          6     '  *     . 

send  three  more  words  in  his  mes-  '« Smith,     16     Oak     Hill     Ptal^    -  > ' 

sage.     The  work  performed  by  the  1            2                    8 

Post-office  is  the  same  in  each  case.  7              8  . 

The  charge  for  doiug  it,  therefore,  Tunbridge  Wells," 

should  be  the  same.  4 

No  doubt  the  change  of  practice  ^ould,  under  the  present  system, 

will  be  felt  at  first    by  persons  count  as  eight  words,  whilst  under 

sending  what  may  be  designated  the  propo^,  it  would  count  as 

social  telegrams,  as  distinguished  four  only. 

from  business  telegrams,  especially  1            38             4               i     « 

if  the  Post-office    is  hard  in  its  «<  Si^iith,      16      Charles      Street  . 

yiews  of  what  words  in  the  ad-  12                      8 

dress    are  to  be  charged  for  as  (^                j               3           ' 

single    words.     With    a    liberal  Berkeley  Square,  London," 

method  of  counting,  much  if  not  4                        5 

all    this    dissatisfaction    may    be  would  now  oount  as  eight,  then  as 

swept    away.    It    has  been  .sue-  five  words  only, 

ffested  that  eyery  address  should  It  is  plain,  howeyer,  from  tlnk 

be    regarded    as  conuininff   four  facts  which  we  haye  already  plaoed 

words  ;  but  this  would  make  the  befdre  the  reader,  that  if  the  pfo-  - 

system  inelastic,  in  the  manner  we  posed  Uriflf  of  6d.  for  twelye  worda   . 

haye  just  described  in  speaking  of  ig  to  be  adopted,  the  hope  of  any    * 

free   addresses.     It   would   surely  guch    reduction   in  the  addresses 

be  far  better  to  make  all  streets,  must   be  abandoned,  seeing  that 

roads,  squares,  crescents,  Ac,  one  already,  without  this  reduction,  it 

word  each  ;  all  numbers  of  streets,  is  to  be  feared  that  in  a  yery  short 

Ac,  one  word  ;  and  all  names  of  time  the  cost  of  the  telegraph  ser- 

towns,    villages,    &c.,   one    word,  yice  will  hay eoutstripped  its  produo- 

Then   the   cost   of    the  addresses  ing  powers.  The  only  hope  01  such  a 

would    be    brought    within    such  reduction  would  be  in  combination 

reasonable  limits   that  few  would  with  a  tariff  somewhat  higher  than 

grumble  at  having  to  pay  for  them,  that  at  present  contemplated. 

A  few  examples  will  show  this  :*  We  ao  not  particularly  reoom* 

1           284               5              6  mend  the  adoption  of  the  Gterman 

^*  Smith,    344     Tottenham     Court  ™te,  though   its  principle  is  un- 

12                                  3  doubted ly  sound  ;  and  some  modi- 

7          8  fication  of  it  would  probably  be 

Road,  London,"  the  best  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

4  The  Post-office  authorities  may  be 

which  is  by  no  means  as  long  an  afraid  of  being  overwhelmed  with 

1  The  figures  written  above  the  line  represent  the  present,  those  under  the  line 
the  suggested,  method  of  counting. 
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telegrams  at  4d.  and  5d.  Let  them,  key  ;    "  Don't    sit    up," — are  eic- 

then,  keep  to  the  idea  of  a  fixed  amples  which  will  readily  occur  to 

minimum,  but  give  us  only  eight  every  one. 

words,  instead  of  twelve,  for  6d.,        We  fear  it  is  too  late  now  to 

coupled  with  a  liberal  method  of  hope  that  any  change  will  be  made 

counting  the  addresses.     It  is  true  in  the  direction  we  have  suggested, 

that    such    a    sixpenny    "social"  All  the  pressure  seems  the  other 

telegram,  which  would,  generally  way.     More  concessions  even  than 

speaking,  allow  only  of  three  words  the    Government    has    given    are 

of  message  being  sent  in  addition  asked   for  ;    and   we  have  shown 

to  the  five  of  address,  is  not  at  all  that  the  Government  has  already 

what  the  public   expected.      But  conceded   too    much.     It  is  right 

then,    apparently,   neither    is   the  that  the  telegraphing  public  should 

twelve- word  message,  with  seven  have  cheap    telegrams.     Granted. 

or    eight  words  used    up   in  the  But  it  is  not  right  that  they  should 

address,    which    is    the    sixpenny  have  them,  even  if  they  clamour 

telegram  proposed  by  the  Govern-  for  them,  at   the  expense  of  the 

ment,  at  all   what  was  expected,  country.    And  we  would  ask  those 

We  consider,  however,  that  the  pub-  who  have  it  in  their  hands  to  de- 

lic  might  well  be  content  ;  for  it  is  cide  this  question,  whether  it  would 

remarkable  what  a  number  of  short  not  be  far  better  to  give  a  smaller 

messages  of  the  kind  particularly  reduction  of  teleffraph  tariff  than 

contemplated  by  many  .who  have  land   us  in  a    telegraph    deficit  ? 

advocated  sixpenny  telegrams  can  Surely     £11,000,000     sterling     is 

be  framed  in  three  or  four  words,  enough  to  have  paid  for  the  boon 

**  Shan't  be  home;"  "No  dinner  of  the  telegraphs,  without  a  further 

to-night  ; "   "  Shall  return   late ; "  annual    sum    sunk    in    the    same 

"  Don't  come  home;  "  "  Send  latch-  abyss  ! 
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CURIOSITIES  OF  POLITICS. 

THE  EVIL  ETB   ON  THE  IJLNDLOBD. 


- i.    •■ 


It  is  the  belief  of  many  of  us  now  epochs  in  our  history.    Per* 

that  political  changes,  once  pro-  haps  if  they  were  to  go  a  littto 

posed,  are  sure  to  come  about,  pro-  deeper  into  their  subject^ — ^if  they 

vided  only  that  they  are  sufficient-  were  to  contemplate   Uie  resaltf  .^ 

ly  attractive  to  occupy  the  public  not  only  of  the  efforts  of  scudi 

mind    for    a    lengthened    period,  men  as  Brougham,  O'Connell,  or 

Given  a  proiect  that  can  take  an  Cobden,  but  of  those    also  who 

enduring  hold  of  the  national  fancyl  failed  to  make  so  deep  a  marl^— p   ' 

and  its  being  established  is  simply  a  they  mijo^ht  be  less  persuaded  of 

Suestion  of  time.    The  belief  un-  the  coming  change.    liOrd  Gtoorge . 
oubtedly  is  supported  by  the  out-  Gordon  in  the  l^t  oentarT«Fea]!gas 
come  in  1832  of  the  agitation  for  O'Connor  and  Smith  O'jBrieii  in    , 
reform,  and  by  the  repeal  of  the  this,  all  represented  and  directed  ; 
Com  Laws,  which  crowned    the  movements  which  appeared  to  be- ; 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  League  in  very  poj^ular,  and  lijcelv  to  infla*  ' 
1846.      But  we  should  remember  ence  le^lation  ;  but  tney  all  met ,' 
that  agitations    which   ultimately  with  failure  and  overthrow.    Who 
succeed  are  more  likely  to   make  is  to  warrant  as  that  the  ezcite- 
an  impression  on,  and  to  be  remem-  ment  agunst  the  landlords  may 
bered  by,  the  student  of  history,  not  die  out  as  ^*  No  Popery "  di^ 
than  those  which  end  in  nothing,  instead  of  establishing  itsdf  inov 
The  Chartibt  demand  for  annual  system  like  Free  Traae  ? 
Parliaments    is   little  thought  of.       If  we  look  a  little  into  the  re* 
while  the   Catholic  Emancipation  cords  of  the  past,  we  shall  find 
— a  much  older  story — is  a  politi-  that  the  rancour  against  owners  of 
cal  landmark.  land  is  not  altogether  a  new  thing : 
These  remarks    have  been  sag-  it  is   but   a  modified   form  of  an 
gested  by  reflection  on  the  covet-  enmity  which  has    been    largely 
ous  glance  which  the  confiscatory  fomented   against    property    con- 
portion  of   our  })opulation  are  at  tinuously  during  the  last  hundred 
this   time     casting   on    the   land,  years.     For  some   reason  or  other. 
Timorous  y>eople  say  that  the  spoil-  it  has  not  been   the  policy,  or  the 
ers  have  marked    it    for  plunder,  caprice,  of  the  confiscatory  move- 
and  will  leave  no  stone  unturned  ment  to  turn  an  eye  of  desire  upon 
till  they  get  it.    Others,  less  panic-  the  land  until  now  ;  the  fundhoider 
stricken  for    the     moment,   think  and  the  capitalist  had  their  turns 
that  the  danger  may  not    be  im-  first.     In  the  early   years  of  this 
mediate,    but    that    after  opinion  nineteenth     century,   to    rob   the 
shall  have  had  time  to  ripen,  the  fundhoider  was  a   very  favourite 
land  will    be  as  surely  doomed  as  idea  in  some  quarters.     The  chief 
the     Irish    Church    or    the   close  part  of   the   revenue,  wrung  from 
boroughs.  Such  are  the  predictions  an   overworked     and     necessitous 
which    many    anxious  persons  are  population,  was   applied   to  meet- 
at  this   moment    making,  as  they  lug  the  claims  of   various  creditors 
glance  back  at  the  early  phases  of  of  the  State.     Only  get  rid  of  this 
those  notable   changes   which   are  charge,  which  used  to    be  some 
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£3(>,000,000  yearly,  aiul  the  com-  nation  be  relieved   of  a  groHS  in- 

monwealth  would  at  once  undergo  cumbrance.      This  was,  before   it 

a  jtransmutation    "  into  something  grew  more  familiar,  called  "  being 

rich  and  strange."     Taxes    would  for  the  sponge,"  because  tlie  debts 

be  reduced  one-half  ;  and  not  only  of  the  country  were  to  be  cancelled 

-would    the  poor  man     benefit   by  simply   by   expunging   the   whole 

"being  eased    of    so   much    of    his  obligation. 

burden,  but  enterprise,  freed  from  Fortunately  there  was  in  the 
the  bands  which  had  been  hamper-  nation  at  large  an  amount  of  cau- 
ing  and  paralysing  her,  would  ex-  tion  sufficient  to  make  it  pause 
pand  as  in  a  new  sjiring  and  bear  long  and  anxiously  before  resort- 
fruit,  here  a  hundred  and  there  a  ing  to  the  reckless  expedient  of 
thousand  fold,  blessing  the  work-  apj)lying  the  sponge.  John  Bull 
man  far  more  even  than  the  could  not  be  readily  persuiided  to 
abatement  of  tax.  Here  was  a  shut  his  eyes  to  consequences  and 
millennium,  not  only  in  sight,  but  defy  his  creditors.  Yet,  while  he 
at  the  commandment  of  our  com-  hesitated,  younger  and  less  wary 
munity,  if  only  the  hitherto  abused  communities,  caught  by  the  speci- 
people  would  rise  in  its  majesty  ous  promises  of  the  reformers,  and 
and  decree  that  it  should  begin,  being  entirely  destitute  of  honesty, 
What  a  prospect  for  groaning  plunged  headlong  into  the  snare 
drudges  ! —  that  had  been  set  for  him.  They 
-**  No  more  dams  I'U  make  for  fish  ;  wielded  the  sponge  to  some  pur- 
Nor  fetch  in  firing  pose,  and  the  o])eration  was  now 
At  requiring,  dignified  with  the  name  of  "re- 
INor  scrape  trcnchering,nor  wash  dish. "  pudiation." 

Nothing  stood  in  the  way  of  this  •.  By  this  j)recipitancy  of  other 
alluring  idea's  realisation  except  peoples,  there  was  afforded  to  our 
the  claims  of  bloated  fundholders  ;  country  men  opportunity  of  learn- 
and  who  were  they  that  the  pros-  ing  to  shave  upon  alien  chins, — of 
perity  of  a  whole  nation,  the  enuin-  watching  how  the  practice  which 
cipation  of  men  by  the  millicm,  they  had  been  urged  to  follow 
should  be  arrested  on  their  account?  would  affect  experimentalists  in 
They  toiled  not,  neither  did  they  whom  they  felt  no  very  engrossing 
spin  ;  they  simply  opened  their  interest.  And  they  had  not  long 
hands  and  received  periodically  to  wait  for  the  results.  Kepndia- 
from  the  State  the  price  of  corn  tion,  as  we  all  know,  did  not  pro- 
and  wine  and  oil  for  their  sus-  duce  the  felicity  that  was  expected 
tenance  and  enjoyment.  They  of  it.  Dishonesty  was  found  to 
-were  few  and  the  people  were  have  been  very  bad  policy,  and 
many  :  let  the  few  suffer  instead  after  it  were  fain  to  retrace  with 
of  the  many;  so  should  the  greatest  shame  their  steps,  and  to  return  to 
happiness  of  the  greatest  number  the  ways,  if  not  to  the  principles, 
he  in  great  degree  realised.  Argu-  of  honesty.  Britain  stood  by  and 
Tments  were  not  wanting  to  prove  saw  with  her  eyes  the  reward  of 
that  the  ])ublic  creditor,  although  the  wicked.  It  was  quite  clear 
his  bond  was  not  cancelled,  had  that  repudiation  would  not  pay. 
vet  received  already  from  the  Its  quomJam  advocates  slunk  back 
jMiblic  purse  more  than  the  worth  into  obscurity  ;  the  civilised  world 
of  it.  Let  the  Legislature,  then,  was  completely  disabused  concern- 
extinguish   his  claim,   and  let  the  ing  this  temptation  ;  the  very  idea 
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of  repudiation   died  out,  and  left  and    we    may    assume     that    the 

the  restless  members  of  our  people  slackening  which   we   see   in  com- 

at  leisure  for  the  reception  of  new  munistic   raids   on  industrial  cap-^ 

theories.         *  ital  is  likely  to  become  more  note- 

Repudiation  sunk,  first  into  dis-  worthy,  and  to  disappoint  the  au- 

rej>ute    and     tlien     into   oblivion,  thors  of  them. 

That   form  of  spoilation  was  seen  But,   as   if    just    invented   and 

to  be  impracticable.    Nevertheless,  timed  to  meet  the  emergency,  and 

the  desire  to  despoil  somebody  was  to   divert   dishonesty  into   a   new 

as    stron<^   as   ever   it   had     been  channel,   comes   the    attack   upon 

among  the  envious  and  unscrupu-  the   land.     A   new  school   of  pro- 

lous.     Desire  turned  itself  now  to  phets  lias  opportunely  sprung  up, 

the  wealth  of   the  capitalist,  and  uttering   their   denunciations  with 

thought  to  aj>propriate  that.  Many  a  difference.     "  It   is  quite   right," 

were  the  schemes  devised  for  arti-  say  these  instructors,  "to  cherish 

ficially  forcing  up  wages,  and  for  undying  enmity  against  property, 

twisting  profits  out  of  the  pockets  and  to  confiscate  it  for  the  benent 

of  employers  and  placing  them  at  of  the  many  ;   only  the  sages  who 

the  disposal  of   workmen.     These  went  before  us  have  induced  you 

schemes      liave      not     succeeded,  to  try  and  breach  the  strong-room. 

Workmen,   after   long   and  bitter  where  it  was  in  fact   impregnable, 

experience,  have   learned   that  the  and  so  caused   you  to  waste  your 

great     interruptions     to   business,  strength,      time      and      ammuni- 

which  they  arc  able  to  bring  about  tion.     They   were   quite  right  in 

by  combination,  in  general  distress  exciting   your  vengeance   against 

themselves  far  more   than  they  do  funded    property   and   against  in- 

the    masters ;    and,  besitles  indue-  dustrial     capital.      The     turn    of 

ing  temporary  suffering,  they  per-  these  possessions  will  come  by-and- 

manently  damage  business,  and  so  by,   only    you     cannot     break   in 

dej»ress  seriously  the  condition  of  through  them.     You  have  hitherto 

those  who  join   in   them.     During  missed  the  vulnerable  point,  which 

the   long   struggle,   some   of    the  we   at  length,  profoundly   learned 

truths     regarding    the   wealth   of  in   such   matters,  here   declare   to 

societies  have  foreed  themselves  on  you.     The  landlord — the   landlord 

the  attention  of  even  the  most  vio-  is  your  real  quarry." 

lent    advocates  of  plunder.     They  The  attack  is  thus  wholly  drawn 

pm-oive  at  length  that  all  the  pro-  off  from  the  fundholder  :  it  is  much 

fits  of  capital,  if  forcibly  diverted  modified,  and  turned  into  a  block- 

from   capitalists,  would    yield     at  ade,  as  it  were,  against  the  indus- 

the    moment   but  a   sorry  prey  to  trial   capitalist  ;    but   against  the 

each  of  those  who  would  claim  to  landlord   it   is  being  pressed  with 

shari'  in   them  ;  and  that  the  seiz-  the  severest  vigour.     Wlien  we  ex- 

urc*  of  these  jn-otits  would  stoj)  for  amine  the  arguments  by  which  it  is 

an  indefinite   time  the  j>rosecution  sought  to  justify  this  new  direction 

of  business  altogether,  thus  render-  of  the  war,  they  are  found  to  be 

ing  thousands  (»f  them  unemj)loyed.  substantially  the  rejproductions  of 

So  the  proposed  raid  upon  ca]>ital  those  which  had   been   used  with- 

dot's    not    come    to  a  head.     The  out  effect   against  property  in  the 

desirt*  for  it  is  as  fervent  as  ever,  public  funds   and  capital    used   in 

But  lu^re,  too,  smart   men  are  fain  business.      The    landlord   has   no 

to  defer  a  little  to  the  perception  right   to  his  land,  which   is  really 

that  dishonesty  is  not  good  policy,  the  property  of   the  whole  people. 
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wlio  were  at  some  period  robbed  in  cited  to  defraud  her  public  credi- 

order  that  landlords  iniglit  fatten  tors.     While  she  lingers  it  is  quite 

at  their  expense.  Let  the  sovereign  possible  that  some  State  or  colony 

and  long-abused  people  at  once  re-  of  yesterday,  being  f iJl  of  youthfal 

sumc   their   own,  and   eject  them  ardour,  may  try  the  effect  of  **  na- 

who  have  usurped  it.  tionalizing   the    land."     Teaching 

The  landlord  is,  according  to  the  will  then  be  by  example,  and  future 
latest  evangelists,  the  real  and  only  history  may  have  to  record  how 
obstacle  to  universal  happiness.  Great  Britain  learned  another 
Eliminate  him,  and  half  the  evils  lesson  from  the  wreck  of  some 
which  afflict  society  will  at  once  wilful  Government,  how  she  tried 
flee  away  ;  his  baleful  presence  to  forget  that  she  had  been  near 
and  influence  will  no  longer  hinder  falling  into  the  same  pit  herself, 
the  benevolent  energetic  masses  and  how  the  "  nationalising  of  the 
in  their  endeavours  to  help  each  land "  had  suddenly  dropped 
other  and  themselves ;  labour  out  from  among  her  household 
will  be  not  nominally  only,  but  words,  and  been  shrouded  in  die- 
really,  free ;  no  more  want,  no  tionaries  and  annals  as  an  ex- 
more  pauperism,  no  more   lack  of  ploded  folly. 

employment  ;  prosperity  and  good-  Already  there  has  been  in  Ire- 
will  (except  to  the  wicked  land-  land  a  violent  seixure  of  part  of 
lords)  all  round.  It  is  useless  to  the  profits  derived  from  the  land  ; 
offer  any  moral  argument  against  but  the  robbery  there  has  not  yet 
this  agitation.  Those  outside  the  been  so  thorough  as  to  silence 
movement  require  no  convincing  ;  quacks  who  will  still  be  bawling 
the  actors  in  it  are  not  to  be  that  the  dose  failed  because  it  was 
convinced  in  that  way.  They  not  strong  enough.  For  those, 
may  nevertheless  learn  by  ex-  however,  who  do  not  scorn  instruo- 
perience,  as  did  they  who  joined  tion,  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
in  the  anabasis  against  public  learned,  as  regards  landlords,  from 
creditors.  the   present  state  of    Ireland.     If 

The  seizure  of  the  land,  simple  landlords  be  the  real  and  sole  ob- 
as  it  is  made  to  appear  to  us,  will  stacles  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
j>robably  be  not  one  whit  more  masses,  and  if  the  fall  of  them  be 
easy  of  accomplishment  than  the  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the 
robberv  of  the  fundholder.  The  diminishinu:  of  them  be  the  riches 
present  relations  of  the  land  to  the  of  the  working  classes,  then  ought 
mass  of  our  people  are  so  intricate,  Ireland  to  be  the  great  pioneer  of 
they  twine  so  intimately  through  }>rospi»rity,  the  first-fruits  of  a  dis- 
our  whole  systt.'in,  that  the  convul-  pensation  untainted  by  the  upas- 
sion  oocasionetl  by  a  forcible  ex-  tree  of  landlords'  influence.  For, 
propriation  of  the  soil  would  Ik;  a  although  landlords  are  still  to  be 
revolution  of  tlu*  most  dangerous  found  in  that  island,  yet  they  are 
character — one  of  which  no  man,  there  reduced  to  sueh  poverty,  and 
at  its  beginning,  o<Mild  possibly  imjjotence,  and  insignifieance,  that 
foresee  the  en<l.  Only  just  attempt  humanity  must  find  itself  un- 
to shaki*  the  existing  sehrme,  an<l  shackled.  Here  then,  we  have  the 
observii  to  what  a  <listance,  and  condition  insisted  upon  by  our  last 
through  what  countli'ss  channels,  pro]>hets  and  refonuers  as  ante- 
ViHi  will  produce  vibrations.  Those  crdent  to  the  new  golden  age. 
warning  vihrations  will  make  I>ri-  Here  we  ought  even  now  to  see 
tain  pause  as  she  paused  when  in-  begun  the  blessed  revolution. — 
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*Mfim  rcditet  Virgo,  redeuntSaturnia  none  effect,  it  cannot  fail  of  evil 

^*-^^**^  5  consequences.       Agriculture  is  al- 

.*        '        '.       '^  ready  cruel Iv  depressed  by  foreign 

cm nis  ft^ret  omnia  tellus.  „^„  •,,♦;♦*  ,,/       t*  «,«r,f«^   ..iw»^:Ju 

Non  rastros  patiotur  humus,  non  vinea  ponipetition        It  wanted  cberish. 

falccin  :  "'8»  "^^  galling,    ii:  order  that  it 

Rohust.usqiKxiuejam  taurisjugasolvet  might  contribute  its  quota   to  the 

iirator.''  national    wealth.       Yet,  while  its 

Hut  do  the  facts  at  all  justify  the  difficulties     are      unprecedentedly 

philosophy?       The  landlords  liave  great,  the  time  is  chosen  for  tbroat- 

bcon  put  down,  but  the  people  have  ening  and   inciting   to  seize  it  by 

not  risen  up  (except  in   the   sense  violence.      Tliis  must  crush  out  all 

which  we  jjarticularise  by  tbe  word  enterprise  from  among  landlords, 

"  insurrection  ").     The  removal  of  who  feel  as  if  they  were  adminis- 

the    incubus  has   not   brought  an  tering  their  properties  with  ropes 

awakening  to  vitality  and  health  round  their  necks.    It  must  tend  to 

and   vigor.     If   Ireland    is    to   be  multiply  the  disadvantages  under 

our   ensample  of    the   benefits  of  which  the   cultivation  of  the  soil 

landlord- baiting,    let    us    trample  is  carried  on,  and  seriously  to  re- 

upon  no  lantllord  while  the   world  duce  the   resources  of   the   whole 

standeth  ;  for  great  as  may  be  the  community.     AVe  have   wars  and 

misery  of  countries  where  the  land-  heavy  taxes.    When  we  speak  with 

lord  can  yet  oppress,  a  more  exceed-  our  enemies  in  the  gate,  it  is  with 

ing  weight   of   misery  alHicts  the  much  confusion  of  face.     Would  it 

isle  where  the  landlord  has  ceased  not  be  wise  to  stop  the  land-rob- 

from  troubling.  bers,  and  ])Ut   off  the  question  of 

Though  the  land-agitation    will  spoliation  until  some  fortunate  day 

probably  not -result  in  such  a  re-  when  Great  Britain  may  be  thriv- 

distribution  of  property  as  its  j)ro-  ing  a^ain,  and  may  afford  to  occupy 

moters   intend,  it   will  not  be   of  herself  with  hazardous  speculation  ? 

TIIK    KMI'LoYMKNT    OF    CANT    IN    Pl'BLIC    AFFAIRS. 

It  may  be  s:ii<l  as  truly  of  cant-  too,  comes  in  for  some  very  scari- 

ing  as  of  cursing,  that  it  will  recoil  fying   thrusts,    uttered    originally 

on  the  head  of  him  who  may    in-  from  his  own  arsenal  ;  while  Peck- 

dulge  in    it.     So   eominon    is   the  sniff  and    Ileep  are  shown  us  by 

retribution,  that  j)lays,  novels,  an-  one  of  our  great   novelists  eating 

ecdotes,  and  prints  abound  wherein  leeks  under  merciless  cudgels, 
luurh  of  the  entertainment  is  caused        Hume  tells  us  that  canting  was 

by  the  discomtiture  of  persons  who  largely  practised    in  the  reign  of 

have    stooped    to   the  emission  of  Queen   Elizabeth,  when  the   Puri- 

cant,  and     whose   cant    has   come  tans  in   Scotlan<l    were    the   chief 

back  to  shame  an<l  to  afilict  them,  offenders  in  that  way.     But,  taken 

<Tratiano  is  so  <lelighted   with  the  in  a  broad  sense,  cant  may  hardly 

recoil  of  the   whine  about  Daniel,  be  said  to  be  confine<l  toany  nation 

that  he  says —  or   to   any   subject.     It   seems   to 

,,  ,  ,,      ,     .        ,        -      ^      ,  .  consist  in  inventing  or  using,  with 

tl'm"\'ml ••■'"''■'  '^  """  ^^^''^  to  its  «nbjlHa,  ^oX  and 

'  phrases,    with    meanings  different 

but  it  makes  a  dreadful   facer  for  from  wliat  they  ordinarily  bear,  or 

the    old    usurer.     Joseph  Surface,  in  connections  where  they  are  not 
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usually  found.      For  example,  Mr.  uttering    cant  :     these,    generally 

Stiggins  was  fond   of  speaking  of  speaking,    arc    not   manly   or  in- 

liimself  as  a  vessel,  which  word  eenuous   persons ;   they  have    an 

does  not  in  the  vernacular  signify  instinctive   persuasion  that,  being 

a   man  of  any  kind  ;  also  Crom-  through    weakness    of    character 

well's  peoi)le   named    their   adver-  little  likely  to  obtain   the  favour- 

saries  Amalekites  and  worshi})pers  able  regard  of  mankind,   they  do 

of  Baal,  which,  to  ordinary  appre-  well  to  beguile  the  weak  of  their 

hensions,  they  certainly  were  not.  good  opinion  by  alluring  speech. 

Any   pursuit   which    may   have  a  Most  of  us  must  remember  when 

fairly  numerous  company  of  vo-  the  word    "  blood-guiltiness "   was 

taries,   may    have    also    its    cant  transferred    from   a  verse   in   the 

phrases  ;  and  thus  cant  and  slang.  Psalms  of   David  to  our  political 

thought  not  quite  the  same  thing,  vocabulary.     It  was  understood  to 

are  nearly  related.          •;  characterise  our  annexation  of  the 

We  do   not  propose,  however,  Transvaal,  which  we  were  theiice- 

here,    to  examine   into  the  exact  forth  to  regard  as  a  great  national' 

nature   or  the  different  kinds  of  transgression  of  which  at  length  all 

c^nt,  so  much  as  to  point  out  that  saw  the  guilt,  and   which  all  now 

religious  cant  is  a  very  low  method  bewailed  in    a    truly    penitential 

of  speech,  and  that  educated  men,  spirit,  except  the  reprobate  persons 

who  may  condescend  to  resort  to  who  had  led   the  nation  into  this 

it  to  serve  a  temporary   purpose,  crying  iniquity.     TTiey  were  unre- 

will  probaby  afterwards  find  reason  pentant  and  never  to  be  forgiven  ; 

to  wish   that   they  had   refrained  while  their  virtuous  and  innocent 

from    so     degrading    themselves,  successors,  shocked  by  such  wicked- 

With  the  multitude  cant  phrases  ness,  would  put  far  from  them  all 

tell  far  more   than    sound    ar^u-  hateful  and  ignominfeus  acts.       It 

ments.     They  are  passwords  which  is  to  be  presumed  that  this  intro- 

indicate  that  speakers  and  hearers  duction  of  a  Scriptural  word  into- 

have  fraternal  confidences  unshared  political    debate — this     cant — an- 

bv    the    profane    outside    world,  swered  the  purpose  designed  by 

Inhere  is  an  immense  appetite  for  its   inventor,     lumbers   of  uiiin- 

them  in  many  shallow  minds,  strong  structed  sensitive  persons  were  im- 

in  sentiment   but    weak   in   sense,  pressed  to   their   hearts'  cores  by 

And  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  fall  the  happy  phrase.      The  judicious 

on  the  ears  of  melting  listeners  as  grieved  ;  "  the  censure  of   which 

honey   glides  upon  the  palate,  or  one,  must,  in  your  allowance,  o'er- 

that  they  are  an  effective  vehicle  weigh  a  whole  theatre  of  others.** 

for  instilling  doctrines  and  preju-  But  the  speaker  fancied  that  the 

dices  into  vulgar  minds.       So  per-  word  served  his  purpose  indifferent 

suaded  are  wise  and  prudent  men  well  for  the  occasion  ;  and  he  is 

of  the  deluding  influences  of  cant,  not  one  to  let  dread  of  future  ill 

that  they  will  not   condescend  to  consequences  stand  between   him 

the  use  of  it.       They  condemn  it,  and  the  advantage  of  the  moment, 

and  reckon  it  an  agency  quite  un.  lie  learns  nothing  from  mishaps; 

worthy  of  them.  all  through  his  career  he  has  had 

All  cant  is  not  intended  to  de-  reason  to  regret  his  use  of  cant 

ceive  ;  but  unfortunately  deceivers  phrases  ;  yet  of  all  his  ventures  in 

oftentimes  find  cant  a  ready  and  that  direction,  this  perversion  of 

powerful    auxiliary.      Many    men  the  term  **  blood -guiltiness*'  was 

have  a  natural  disposition  towards  the   most  unfortunate.       His   ad- 
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versaries    may    fairly  thank   him  eration  of  the  word   "  blood-guilti- 

now  for  teaching  them  that  word  ;  ness  "  to  that  of  the  occasion  where 

in  Hotspur's   fasliion    they   Iiolloa  it  was  used  by  David,  we  discover 

**  blood-guilty ''   in  his  ears  when  that  the  recoil  upon   the   head    of 

he  lies  asleep  ;  they  keep  his  cha-  the   canter    has    been   a   hundred 

grin    still  in  motion    by   starlings  times  more  crushing  than  is  appar- 

which    can    twitter  "  blood-guilti-  ent  to  casual   observation.     David 

ness."     How  he  must  sicken  at  the  used  the  word  in  the  agony  of  hi& 

sound  I  contrition,after Nathan  the  prophet 

It  is  a  eaj)ital  misfortune  to  this  had  been  with  him  and  said,  "Ihou 
babbling  personage  that,  with  pre-  art  the  man."  Ilis  conscience  told 
sumptuous  self-righteousness,  he  him  that  he  had  been  guilty,  not 
delights  to  denounce  in  the  eyes  of  of  blood  only,  but  of  the  most 
others  motes  which,  in  his  own  treacherous  and  dastardly  murder, 
eve  bloated  to  hideous  beams.  He  had  jjiven  directions  like  this 
may  shortly  astonish  and  disgust  concerning  one  of  his  chief  officers, 
beholders.  To  him,  of  all  men  a  man  of  loyalty  and  devotion  : 
living,  is  applicable  the  reproof,  "Set  ye  him  in  the  forefront  of 
"Therefore  thou  art  inexcusable,  the  hottest  battle,  and  retire  ye 
O  man,  whosoever  thou  art  that  from  him,  that  he  may  be  smitten 
judgest  :  for  wherein  thou  judgest  and  die."  These  words  so  nearly 
another  thou  condemnest  thyself  ;  describe  the  desertion  and  treach- 
for  thou  that  judgest  doest  the  same  ery  which  have  recently  stirred 
things."  Ay,  the  same  things,  but  the  whole  British  empire,  that  one 
sixty  or  a  hundred  fold  in  quantity,  cannot  but  think  the  most  evil  of 
notorious  for  their  wantonness  and  evil  geniuses  was  dominant  on  the 
injustice  ;  in  many  cases  blackened  day  when  this  canting  spirit  wont 
l)y  basest  accompaniments.  This  grubbing  in  the  51st  Psalm  for  a 
man  is  ptir  excdieNre  the  blood-  stone  to  fling  at  his  political  op- 
guilty.  There  has  not  been  for  a  ponents.  The  shot  has  recoiled 
generation  any  man  standing  where  with  a  fearful  vengeance, 
he  now  stands  that  has  shed  blood  Not  to  dwell  longer  on  this 
so  profuselv  or  so  wantonly.  De-  supreme  instance,  we  may  glance 
iicient  of  all  the  qualities  which  fit  a  over  the  career  through  the  last 
man  for  active  life,  he  has,  through  five  years  of  the  cant-loving  pre- 
natural  sfjueamishness  at  vigorous  tender,  and  perceive  that  the  emux 
operations,  through  procrastina-  of  unctuous  phrases  to  which  he 
tions,  through  want  of  clear  pur-  condescended  in  1880  has  been 
poses, — drifted  into  a  sea  of  blood,  weighing  him  down  ever  since,bind- 
And,  unhappily,  all  the  blood  that  inghim  hand  and  foot  crippling 
he  has  shcil  has  flowed  to  no  pur-  his  action,  restraining  his  speech, 
pos(*,  for  his  bloody  work  is  yet  to  and  yet  that,  despite  his  vacilla- 
do.  He  is  still  hurrying  forward  tion,  his  timid  ventures,  and  his 
his  victims,  for  we  know  not  what  mealy  mouth,  he  has  plunged  so 
object — still  glutting  the  maw  of  deeply  into  blood,  crime  and  fail- 
death,  because  he  knows  no  more  ure,  that  history  must  show  him 
of  dealing  with  the  forward  and  as  a  truly  unhappy  figure.  What- 
the  bold  than  a  woman  or  a  monk.'  ever  he  has   denounced   in   others. 

But  if  we  pass  from  the  consid-  that  thing  he   has  done  with   in- 

*  Napol(!on  wrote  to  his  sister  Caroline  that  her  husband,   Murat,   had  no 
more  brains  than  a  woman,  and  was  weaker  than  a  monk. 
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tensity  ;  whatever  lie   has  lauded  wiBdoin  of  pretension  and   censori- 

and  pronii.sed  as   a   benefit   to   be  ousnesH  in  general ;  but  more  espe- 

conferred  by  himself,  he  has   sig-  cially  is  he  a  danger-signal  wanimg 

nally  failed  to  effect.      He   is   an  all  men  of  the  fatal   consequences 

impressive    example    of     the    un-  of  emitting  cant. 

HOT   AND    rOLO    FITS    OF   THE    NATION. 


It   is    an    everyday    remark  how  alarm  tliat  we  are  drifting   into    a 

apathetic     the    nation    has    been  chaos   amid    '^  red    ruin    and  the 

lately  while   calamities  have  been  breaking   up    of    laws "    will  not 

closing  in  on    it  from    every  side  evoke  an   answer,  but   the   event 

Though  our  money  has  been  wasted  will  be    impassively   awaited,   and 

and  our  troops  destroyed  to  no  pur-  no  hand   and   no   voice   raised    to 

pose  in  Egypt  ;  though  the  disas-  tuni  away  the  coming  evil, 
ters  have  been  clearly  traceable  to        As  an    example    of    the    over- 

tlie  incapacity  of  our  rulers;  though  lively  mood  of  John  Bull,  we  may 

the  complications  which  perplex  us  refer  to  the  sharp  practice  which 

in  Europe  and  Asia  as  well  as  in  was  vented  on  Lord   Palmerston's 

Africa  are  equally  due  to  careless  Administration  when  it  attempted 

and  bad  government;  yet  the  coun-  to  make  a  law  to  restrain  French 

try  does  not  stir   itself   to  rescue  assassins   from  using  the    United 

the  lives  of  its   defenders,   and  its  Kingdom  as  a   resort  where   they 

wealth,  from   stewards    who   have  might    hatch    plots    against   their 

already  so   grossly   misdealt   with  own  country,  and  load  shells  and 

both,  but  callously  commits   more  torpedoes  to  be  discharged  against 

precious  lives   and   more    treasure  the  French    Emperor.     There  had 

to  be   misused   by   the   same  un-  been  scarcely  a  growl  to  show  that 

worthy  hands.  the  Bill  would  be  even  objected  to; 

It  seems,  truly,  a   very  perverse  hardly   any   precaution    had  been 

condition  of  things  ;  but   there  is  taken  against  the  action  of  opposi- 

no  use  in  fretting   and    lamenting  tion,  so  reasonable  and    so   certain 

over  it.     The  country  is  in   one  of  of  acceptance  seemed  the  measure 

its  cold  fits — that    is   all.      Some-  which  was  proj)Osed.     And  yet  the 

thing — perhaps   some   very   small  British  lion,  being  at  the  moment 

provocation — will  rouse  it  to  sen-  peculiarly  irascible,  arose  suddenly 

sitiveness  ere  long  ;  and  then   it  is  in  his  might,  rejected  the  Bill  with- 

likelv  that  there  may   be   smarter  out  ceremony,  and   manifested  an 

public  action  than  is  good  for  us,or  utter  indifference  about  the  conse- 

than  we  may  altogether  approve.  quences  of  his  act.     Lord  Palmer- 

They  who  have  watched  the  ston  pulled  his  hat  over  his  eyes, 
humours  of  our  people  must  be  and  ceased  for  a  season  from  his 
aware  that  there  are  occasions  usual  jauntiness,  when  he  felt  the 
when  the  least  j)rick  will  startle  sudden  spring  by  which  his  labour 
them  into  sudden,  and  not  always  had  V)een  brought  to  nought.  The 
wise,  aeticm  ;  while  there  are  next  day  he  and  his  colleagues  re- 
periods  of  apathy  when  the  tern-  signed  ofHce.  The  Bill  wliich  roused 
perament  seems  to  have  become  this  fierce  indignation  was  just  suoli 
phlegmatic,  when  hurricanes  or  a  one  as  wo  are  at  present  de- 
earthquakes  will  produce  hardly  sirous  that  the  Americans  should 
the    least    animation,  —  when  an  pass    to    discourage  and   restrain 
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the  dynamitards  atad  other  assas-  MrGHadstone's  Adminbtnitioiil 

eins  who,  in  Transatlantic  secBritjy  devised   a  -  TJniyerrity-  Edaea. 

now  plot  and  prepare  demolitions  Scheme  for  Ireland— not  k  .^      ^ 

for   the  injury  oi   Great  Britain,  clever  nor  a  very  judicions    i 

Why   the  lion  got  thus  on    the  yet  a  measure,  as  one  is  fain  «> 

rampage,   it  is  difficult  to  under,  think,   which  might,  with  a  little 

stand.      He  did  not    particularly  patience,  have  been  worked  into  '. 

admire  the  French  Emperor, thouffh  acceptable  shape.      It  had    somaV 

the  latter  had  been  our  ally  in  the  visionary  clauses  in  it,  which  itft  " 

Crimean   war,  and  he  was   much  anthers  miffht  have  been  forced  td*  \ 

piqued  by  the  violent  language  of  give  up.    Everybody ,  Ministers  ilk.  . 

some  French  colonels  who,  enraged  eluded,  was   prepared    to    see    it,' 

at  our  harbouring  their  political  transformed  ;  but  it  did  not  stiiko    , 

criminals,   assumed  a  saucy    and  so  directly  ftt  the  welfare  of  the 

threatening  attitude.  Bknpire  that  it  was  neccMary  to 

But  the  occasion  was  not  one  of  throw  it  out,  neck  and  heelS|  and  '  ■  i 

serious  daneer  to  the  nation.    The  its  authors  after  it,  which  would    ^ 

Ministry,  if  it  made  a  mistake  in  have  be^  the  natund  effect  of  tM   v 

introducing  the  Foreif^  Conspiracy  precipitate  action   taken    bjp'^tlie  \' 

Bill  (and   it  may   fairly  be  qnes-  House  of  Commons.    The  Bill  WM    .* 

tioned  whether  it  did  so  or  not),  read  a  first  time,  and  received  ia-^'. 

had  been  doing  nothing  else  that  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  a  reaaom-    ' , 

could  be  complained  of.    It  had  able  expectation    that    it   woald^ 

been  looking  fairly  well  after  the  after  some  modification,   become 

interests   of  the  empire ;   it    had  law. 

not    allowed    us    to  be    put    to       A  week  or  two  interv^ied  be^ 

shame  before  our  enemies  ;  it  had  tween   its    introduction    and    Ijh^  .' 

sacrificed  hone  of  our  possessions  second  reading.     During  that  tiin|  • 

or  rights  ;  and  it  had  not  involved  dislike  to  it  Mgan  and  increaaedL 

US     m      perilous     entanglements  It  was  nicknamed  the  ^'Oaggfaig 

abroad.     Tlicre  was  no  accumulat-  Bill,^'  because,  out  of  tenderness  for 

ing  record  of  ill-doing  against  it.  Popish  susceptibilities,  it  prohibit- 

And   yet   the   punishment     came,  ed  the  use  of  certain  histories  and 

sharp,   quick,   and    decisive ;    the  theological  works  as    class-books* 

Administration    was   snuffed    out  Theprohibition  was,  of  course,  very 

incontinently,  and  no  chance  left  silly,   and     such  as    no    practical 

to  them  of  recovering  thoir  places  statesman   would  have   proposed  ; ' 

by    submission     and     repentance,  but  there  was  ample   opportunity 

Comparison    of  this  brisk  dealing  for  eliminating  this  from  the  meas* 

with  the  indifference  which  some-  ure,   had   the   House  been    intent 

times  will  allow  the  best  interests  only   upon   framing  an  Act    that, 

of   the   empire   to  be  made   ship-  would  suit  the  temper  of  the  time. 

wreck  of  with  scarcely  a  protest,  Yet   somehow  the  people's  repre- 

suggests  the   proverb,  "  One  man  sentatives,  and,  one  may  suppose, 

may  steal  a    horse,  while  another  the   people  also,  had  waxed  very 

may  not  look  over  a  gate."  arbitrary  and  imperative  before  tM 

Another  instance  may  be  cited  second  reading  came  about.     The , 

wherein  the  lion's  paw  came  down  debate  had  not  proceeded  very  far 

rather  with  a  capricious  emphasis,  before  Ministers  offered  any  terms* 

although  its  stroke  did  not  at  the  They   would    concede     anythinff, 

moment   wreck  a   Ministry.     The  alter  anything — the  House  migM 

instance  occurred  in  the  year  1873.  take  the  Bill  as  a  blank  foliO| lobe 
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Inscribed  according  to  its  pleasure  lethargy,  though  exceptional,  is 
— if  only  some  WiW  could  be  passed  not  without  parallel.  Any  one 
and  made  law.  The  offer  had  no  who  may  take  the  trouble  to  glance 
favourable  efft*ct  whatever.  The  over  the  history  of  England,  during 
House  was  in  no  humour  for  com-  the  j)eriod  when  we  were  waging 
promise  :  it  had  been  violently  the  war  which  was  to  end  in  the 
angered  by  the  (sagging  Bill,  and  loss  of  our  American  colonies,  may 
positively  refused  to  have  it  in  any  perceive  something  very  like  the 
form  or  at  any  price.  It  Wiis  insensibility  and  apathy  which  as- 
thrown  out.  Mr  Gladstone,  ac-  tonish  observers  to-day.  Misman- 
cording  to  custom,  canted  and  agement  could  not  have  been 
whined  al>out  a  still  small  voice  ;  greater  than  that  which  Lord 
but  he  had  to  tender  his  resigna-  North's  Cabinet  displayed.  They 
tion  immediately,  and  it  was  only  employed  incompetent  generals, 
through  the  disinclination  of  the  fomented  the  rage  of  the  combat- 
Opposition  to  take  office  that  the  ants,  and  yet  starved  the  wan 
Administration  did  not  then  come  They  kept  back  information,  they 
to  an  end.  So  the  storm  passed  ;  concealed  defeats  and  vaunted 
without  a  vindictive  effort  it  pro-  them  as  victories,  they  scandalously 
bably  would  not  have  passed  away:  wasted  the  national  resources  :  they 
yet  why  the  country  was  so  eager  were  detected  in  doing  these  things, 
at  that  moment  for  sacrifice,  no  they  were  universally  blamed,  and 
one  to  this  day  has  been  quite  yet  the  suffering  country  could  not 
able  to  divine.  summon   resolution  to  push  these 

To  see  the  British  lion  in  these  worthless  rulers  from  their  stools, 
murderous  humours,  when  he  will        It  was  true  that  in  those  days 

quarrel   on   the   ninth   part  of    a  incapable  Ministers  were  upheld  by 

hair,   and   rage   till   he   has  made  influences   which   do  not   exist  at 

havoc  of  something,  and  then  again  present.      The   Court     was     very 

to   see  him  as   he  is   now,  torpid,  powerful,   they   could   win    votes 

callous,    indifferent    to    stabs     or  through   an    immense    patronage, 

kicks,  looking  on  unrufHed,  while  and  by  making  themselves  friends 

his  patrimony  is  being  dissipated,  of  the  Lords  they  could  largely  con- 

his  honour  sullied,  and  his  rights  trol  the  Commons.*     Yet  with  all 

made  away  with,  makes  one  sup-  these  things  in  their  favour,  they 

pose  that  lie  must  be  a  hibernating  could  not  have  excused  tbeir  glar- 

animal,  coming  to  his   dangerous  ing   misdoings,   or     retained     the 

vigour  periodically  and  for  short  power  of  persisting  in  them,  if  the 

periods,  w^hen  it  is  well  to  beware  country  had  with   any  earnestness 

of  him,  but   passing  most   of   his  denounced  their  iniquities.     Noth- 

days  in  a  dull  condition,  moved  by  ing     vigorous     was     done.      The 

no   loss,   alarmed   by  no    danger,  people  lay  quite  supine,  knowing 

roused  by  no  injury.     His  present  that  great  calamities  wereimpend- 

'  The  press  luis  Ix'cn  greatly  exercised  of  late  by  Members  of  Parliament  who 

have  not  had  the  coura«?e  of  their  opinions-  who  have  voted  in  opposition  to  their 

declarcil  sentiments  and  conviction.  Tlujse  weak  brethren  have  been  spoken  of 

,  as  a  modern  spt'ci^s,  the  i)rofluct  of  the  caucus(>s.     Any  one  who  may  choose  to 

examine  the  Parliamentary  proeee<linps  in  the  days  of  Lord  North's  premiership 

they   may  }k>  found  in  brief  in  Walpole's  'Last  Journals')  will  soon  satisfy 

himself  that  the  hirliet/  at  which  we  are  so  scandaliseil  to-day  is  by  no  means 

without  precedent.  Political  human  nature  is,  one  fears,  always  pretty  much  the 

game  :  there  will  Ik*  some  high-minded  men,  but  a  crowd  of  mercenary  satellites. 
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mgy  but  ohoodng  (o  let  all  00  to  taxed  more*  hewrily  than  we     1 

the  devil  rather  than  lift  a  nand  Man  for  many  years, 
to  stop  the  ruin.    When  the  mis-       If  any  one  of  the    calamities 

chief  was  done^  when  America  was  above  mentioned.be  comnaied  wi^^ 

lost  beyond  hope  of  recovery,  when  the  French  Ck>n8piraoy  Bill,  it  will 

onr  arms  had  been  disgraced  and  be  foand  to    outweigh   that  Bill'^^ 

onr  means  sqnanderedy  then,  and  heavily  ;  how  much  more,  ^iMOy  •  -^ 

not  till  then,  opinion    stood    up  must  the  sum  of  them   ontweij^    . 

strongly  enough  to  overthrow  this  it  I    Yet  that  astonnding  aconmo-  * 

contemptible  Gk>vemment.      One  lation  of  injuries  does  not  movt^  ^. 

vigorous  push,  made  in  the  early  the  country  to  action.      Are  Wi^ '"-' 

days  of  the  war,  mi^ht  have  avert-  waiting  as  in  Lord  North's  di^yi^ 

ed   all  our  calamities.      Capable  until  the  empire  has*  been  actually  v- 

statesmen  would    have    come  to  rent  asunder  before  we   displao^    . 

terms  with  the  Colonies  before  all  the  auUu^rs  of  these  troubles  r 
was  irremediably  embroiled,  or,  if       More  than  once  we  have  h< 

they  had  decided  to  wage   war,  it  said  that  the  country  t 

would  have    carried    it  on    with  expected  just  now  to  in     > 

vigour.      Lord   North's    ministry  in  foreign  or  colonial  1 

understood  neither  how  to  make  cause  the  whole  of  the  wi     h 

peace     nor    make     war.      They  ing  class  are  intent  on  con 

were  allowed  to  continue  in  their  and  on  changes  in  home  lei 

ruinous  course  because  Britain  was  designed  to  improve  tl        01        • 

in  a  cold  fit.  tion  :  when  these  shall  be  eflw 

The  cold  fit  is  on  us  again  now.  they  will  be  ready  i^gun  to 

We  are  in  as  unfortunate  a  condi-  little  for    our   foreim    i     1 

tion  as  can  well  be  imagined.  Tin-  But  unfortunately  these  ei 

questionably  this  condition  is  due  matters  will  not  wait    They 

to  the  incapacity  and  perversity  of  for  solution  ;  and  it  doee  not  ] 
her    Majesty's    Ministers.    Tliey  .with  us  to  say  when  they  shall  w 

have  ruined  Ireland.     They  have  dealt  with.    We  must  look  to  them 

brought  shame  and  damage  on  us  when  they  present  themselves,  or 

in  South  Africa.   We  are  engaged  encounter  fearful  consequences  fof 

in  an  unnecessary  and  meaningless  neglecting  them.     And  our  work* 

war  in  Egypt,   which    has  already  ing  people  should  recollect    thai 

been  attended  withimmenseslaugh-  the  loss  of  our  dominions  and  of 

ter,  and  which  bids  fair  to  be  more  our  trade  is  not  a  subject  whiob 

bloody  than  it  has  been.     Our  en-  can  be  separated  from  that  of  WOffk 

terprising  general,  whom  we  sent  and   wages.       Lop   off  a  member   ' 

single-handed  into  the  midst  of  the  from  the  empire,  close  a  markii(^ 

danger,  has  been  basely  deserted,  and  you  destro;^  the  source  frott 

and  has  died  a  hero's  death.     We  which  a  proportion  of   the  wagii 

have   been   too    late  with     every  of  the  country  is  derived.    Let  W* 

movement   that    we    have  made,  lose  India,  or  any  part  of   Indlai     • 

No  European   nation  is    friendly  let  us  have  India  only  bamparw 

to  us.     With  Russia  we  stand  on  andoccupied  by  a  severe  war^— ud 

the  very  brink   of   war,  the    dan-  it  will  soon  be  discovered  how  in- 

gerous  situation    being  due  alto-  timately  connected  the  affairs  of 

f  ether  to  the  neglect  of  their  duty  Calcutta  and    Bombay    are  with 

y  the  Government  in  past  years,  those  of  Manchester  and  Birming- 

Our  trade  is  declining.     Our    re-  ham.     We  are  heavily  taxed  nowr 

venue   is  failing.      And    we    are  we  shall  be  taxaJl  more  heavily  if 
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this  E(;(yptian  campaignbe  Huffcred  sliould  say  that  the  plunge  into 

to  drag  longer  as  it  is  now  doing,  the  cniigrant-Ahip   should   not   be 

Heavy  taxes  must   paralyse  Indus-  taken   until   at    least    an  attempt 

tries.  Therefore  these  foreign  eon-  had  been  tried    to    make    things 

siderations.    which   seem    to  have  better  at  home  by   displacing  the 

such   a     far-away  operation,    are  Ministers  who  have  brought  us  to 

really  of   more   importance  to  the  this  pass.     Men   who  are  already 

working-men  in  London  and  Shef-  destitute  of  money,     and   of    the 

field    than     all    the     confiscatory  means  of    earning  money,  cannot 

measures  that   can  be  devised,  or  risk  much  if  they    bring  about  a 

all   the    inteferences    with    trade,  change  ;  and  a  change  which  may 

for  the  purpose  of   giving    advan-  secure  tliem  bread  to  eat  must  be 

tages    to    the    artisan.      It   is  of  of  far  more   consequence  to  them 

no  use  to  decree  the  confiscation  than  all  the  ransoming  of  property 

of   capital  or   profits    when    both  or    nationalisation   of   land  about 

have  been  made  to  disappear  :  the  which  agitators  rant, 

oyster  will  have   gone,  and  it  will  It   is   five   years   now  since  the 

be   idle   to  make  laws   about  the  present    Goveniment   took   office, 

shells!  ])romi^ing  peace,   light     burdens. 

Day  by   day    the   public   prints  and  most  beneficial  reforms.     We 

contain  sad  information  concerning  have  had    war  ever  since,   we  are 

the  numbers  of  the  working  classes  cruelly  taxed  ;  let  the  unemployed 

that   languish  in    our    cities    and  and  the  workers  at  half-time  and 

towns  unemployed.     These  unfor-  low  wages  bear  witness   of    how 

tunates  are  victims  of   the  incapa-  much    they   have  been    benefited 

city  of  the  Government.     They  are  by   reforms.     There     can    be    no 

out   of  work  because  our  foreign  question,  after   this  long    exjperi- 

affairs  are  so  feebly   and  unintelli-  ence,   that   the  promises  made  in 

gently  conducted, — because  thereis  1880   have   not    been   kept,     and 

such  dread  of  further  serious  detri-  that  the  country  is  being  rapidly 

ment  to   commerce  and  industry,  ruined,  instead   of    being   guided 

that  capitalists  decline  to  embark  into  ways  of  prosperity  and  peace, 

their  fortunes    in   business     until  And  yet  the  sufl'erers  cannot  rouse 

they  can  feel    some   confidence  in  themselves  sufliciently  to  stop  the 

the  Ministers  who  direct  our  con-  downward  course  bv  overthrowing 

cerns.     Their    numbers     will  un-  the   cause   of   it.     I'hus   the    evil 

doubtedly  increase  unlesswe  should  goes  forward,  our  artisans  intent 

have    a     change    of  Government,  upon  confiscation  and  a  redistribu- 

Leading  men,  to   wliom  they  have  tion  of  property,  while  they  allow 

appealed  for   advice  and  help   are  the])roperty  itself,  which  they  are 

suggesting  emigration — a  sadfinisli  so  anxious   to  appropriate,    to   be 

this   to  all  the  flattering  ho])es  that  consumed  and  wasted  by  weak  and 

have    been    held   out   to    workers,  stupid  government.      The  cold  fit 

To  eniigrato  is  a  serious  thing  to  a  continues.     The  hot   fit  will  infal- 

workman,  however   little   he  may  libly  come  again — but  probablynot 

be  encuml)ere<l  ;  to  a  man  with  a  till  it  is   too   late   for  prevention, 

wife  and  family  it  is  a  ste]>  to   be  and  too  late,  too,  for  a  prompt  and 

most     carefully   considered.     We  thorough  cure. 
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If  anything  has  seemed  OMi»m   covered.     /Turkey  has  a  natorlil 
ior  the  last  seven  or  eight  years    enemy  who  is  also  Bnghind's  imk  -•'• 
regarding  the  power  and  import-   taral  enemy  and  rival.    She  (tluit..  : 
ance    of   European    and    Asiatic    is,  Turkey)   is  conveniently  ailtt- 
States,  it  is  that  Turkey  has  dwin-    ated,  and  possesses  many  faoilitie». ' 
died,  and  been  forced  so  low  as  to    — among  the  rest  a  numerous  ttiAr  ' 
have  become  of  utter  significance,    brave  army — for  makinj^  .herself .' 
Misgoverned,  beaten,  bankrupt,  die    felt  on  that  enemy's  frontier,  if  ahfl^. 
Ottoman  Empire  had  continued  to   had  but  the  sinews  of  war  where* - 
exist,  not  because  it  was  able  to   with  to  make  her  other  advantams 
maintain  itself,  but  because  its  ex-   available  :  but  these    sinews  sw' 
tinction,    the  gap  that  it  would    has  not. 

leave,  threatens  to   be  so  incon-       On  the  other   hand,  England^'  , 
venient,  that  the  presence  of  the   having  the  same  natural  enemj,,  ' 
exhausted  state  is  preferred  to  the   cannot   for  geo^praphical  reaa<Mii^\  .- 
unknown  ills  which  might  present    easily  make  an  imm^ession  on  thayt^ ,  \ 
themselves    if    it    were    not.    So    enemy's  frontier.    Though  (die  jkmU^^  ' 
Europe  has  agreed  that  there  shall    sesses  money,  ships,  arms,  ammii*^  . 
be  a  Turkey  on  sufferance — a  shorn,    nition,  stores,  and  brain-power  tdt 
contemned,  impecunious,  and  sub-    direct  an  attack,  she  is  short  of, 
missive    Turkey.      The    Ottoman    the  man-power,  without  which  all  • 
State  has  been  her  own  enemy  in    her  other  qualities  are  nnavaOing;  '  . ' 
the  first  place ;  but  the    nations    She    has,  got  just  what  ^vAffjf\ 
have  been  hostile  to  her  too,  and    wants.    Turkey  has  got  just  what    .. 
very  forward  in  hostility  has  been    9ritain  w^nts.    Together  they  eiv   ,  ■ 
Britain  of  late  years,  denouncing   assail,    with  excellent  obanoe   o£  ^ ' 
and   reviling  her,   and  setting  her    success,  their  common  foe.    Thns^ 
enemies    upon    her.      Nobody  in    in  this  regard,  Turkey  is  the  com- 
these    islands   thought,   probably,    plement  of  England.     These  things 
that  Turkey  could  ever  again  be  of    oeing  so,  are  not  the  two  nations 
any  account ;  she  was  only  a  thing    pressed  by  a  power  of  gravitation^    ' 
to  thank  God  on.  as  i^  were,  to  act  together  ?    The- 

But,  somehow,  as  if  to  teach  us  instinct  of  self-preservation  must> 
how  valueless  are  our  dispositions  impel  both  of  them  .in  that  direo- 
and  forecasts,  and  how  enduring  tion.  We  have  Russia  at  the  very 
are  great  national  tendencies,  we  gates  of  British  India  ;  Turkey  haa- 
see  Turkey,  not  by  any  action  of  Russia  on  more  than  one  frontier, 
her  own,  but  by  the  oj)eration  of  watching  only,  as  Turkey  wdl 
forces  which  none  of  us  can  con-  knows,  a  favourable  opportunity 
trol,  raising  her  head  once  more  as  of  taking  another  slice  of  the  Otto- 
a  nation  not  utterly  insignificant  man  Empire,  perhaps  Constantin- 
— as   one    whose  alliance  may   be    ople  itself. 

well  worth  securing.  Such  a  state  The  Turkish  army,  paid,  clad^ 
of  things  might  easily  have  been  armed,  and  partly  ofiicered  by  th^ 
foreseen,  if  we  had  not  been  wil-  British,  could  attack  Russia  on  the 
fully  and  obstinately  blind  to  the  coasts  of  the  Black  Sea  and  on  the 
perception  of  it  ;  for  the  elements  Armenian  frontier.  This  would 
out  of  which  it  has  arisen  are  weaken,  perhaps  paralyse,  the 
neither   new  nor  hard  to  be  dis-    Russian  aavance  on  Afghanistan^ 
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and  probably  result  in  great  advan-  meagre  tranRport,  shortness  of  pay 

tages  tu  both  of  the  allies.     The  and   provisions,  deficient  ammuni- 

arguments  for  union  are  so  ])atent  tion,  and  an  almost  entire  want  of 

and  so  strong  that,  sooner  or  later,  modern  appliances,  they  would  now 

it  can    hardly  fail    to  take  place,  operate  well  furnished  in  all  these 

Objections   to  it   there  will  be  in  respects.     Let    one   only    8U])pose 

Elenty,  but    these   will   give    way  what   a   boon  it   would  be  to  the 

efore  an  obvious  common  interest.  Turkish  soldier  to  receive  regular 

The    vile    Turk  I     The    abhorred  pay  and  his  daily  ration  !     On  such 

Turk!     Yes  ;  he  is  not  altogether  termshe  will  not  only  fight  bravely, 

nice.      But   we    Hritons    have    at  but  he  will   fight  cheerfully.     lie 

present   great  poverty  of  friends,  would  have  a  chance  of  winning 

and  poverty  makes  one  ac<iuainted  such  as  has  not  fallen  to  him    for 

with    strange     bedfellows.      This  many   a   year ;   and  let   him  once 

seems  to  be  our  fate  whether  we  begin  to  win — let  him  experience 

like  it  or  not — to  fight  again  along-  the  glow  of  success — and  he  will 

side  of  the  Turk.  assuredly   take  his  charge  out  of 

How  we  execrated  and  threat-  the  Russians.     We  have  half-pay 

ened  the  Turk  some  six  or  seven  ofiicers  and  young  men  in  plenty 

years   ago  I     How    we  patted  the  already   sufficiently  instructed,  or 

Kussians   on   the   back,  and  bade  capable  of  being   sufficiently    in- 

them    go    and    punish   the   hated  structed,     to     partly    officer     the 

Mussulmans,    praying     that    God  Turkish   battalions,    so    that    the 

might   go   with    them  !      We    al-  latter  may  be  brought  up  to  the 

lowed  ourselves  to  run  wild  with  requirements  of  modern    warfare. 

indignation   at   the   so-called  Bui-  The  movement  will  give   employ- 

garian    atrocities,  as  if  the    Turk  men  to  numbers  of  our  idle  youth, 

had  been  a  monster  blackening  and  and  give  us  the  almost  ready-made 

villifying  the  lives  of  surrounding  army  which  we  require,  with  a  way 

populations,  his  innocent  and  gentle  open  by  which  to  launch  it  on  the 

neighbours.     We   have  since  dis-  foe.      t^urely,   then,   the   despised 

coveied   that   he,  if  not  what   we  and  execrated  Turk  has  something 

could  wish   him,  is,  at  any  rate  no  to   offer  us  in  our   need.     If   the 

worse  than  Montenegrins,  Servians,  lion  once  helped  the  mouse  thirty 

Bulgarians,    and    evei»     Russians,  years  ago  (we  will  say  nothing  of 

They  iire  all  savages  together  ;  but  the  leonine  freaks  during  the  last 

the  Turk  is  the  savage  who  can  be  ten  years),  the  mouse  has  got  his 

of  most   service  to  us.     It  is  the  chance  at  last,  and  may  "  come  out 

Turk's   good    fortune    that   these  strong"  now, as  Mr  Tapley  used  to 

things  are   so.     It  is  the  irony  of  say,  in   aid  of  the  hampered  lion. 

Kismet.  \Vhether    Turkey     may    demand 

A  remit tani'e   from  the   British  something  besides  revenge  for  the 

exi'heijuer  will  set  in  motion  in  an  very  material  aid  which  her  for- 

incredibly  short  time  a  brave  and  tune  enables  her  to  place  at  our 

obetlient     army     already     within  disposal  cannot  now  be  divined ; 

measurable  distance  of  the  enemy's  but  we  must  not  grudge  her  any 

frontier.      All   the   heroic   acts  of  reasonable    advantage.     We  must 

Gazi  Osman  and  Gazi  Muktar  may  comj)ose   our  faces  as  well  as  we 

be  repeated  on  Russiaii  crests,  with  can  to  do    the    behest  of  circum- 

this  difference — viz.,  that  whereas  stances.     We  must  take  our  tonic 

in    ISTT    these    leaders  j>erformed  without  grimacing.      Il  is  Kismet. 

their  exploits  in  s]>ite  of  the  most  But  to  suppose  the  nation  to  be 
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never  so  clearly  aliye  to   the   in-   eftthie  of  his  own  wdrdeu  I       ei 
«vitable  call  to  bark   back  6n'the   been  oeyond  his  achiev 
Tnrk,  bow  is  our  Premier  ever  to   his  own  interest  was  to  oe  »    ^t     ;;     -., 
■accept  the  decree  of  fate, — bow.  is    and  we    may    rest   satisfiea  i     f     . 
be   ever  to  school  bis  way  ward  and    nothing  of  the  kind  ever    will        ,  .  i, 
irrepressible  ton^e,  so  that  he  may    allowed  to  interfere  with  thefg:        -'    / 
take  the  good  which  the  gods  pro-    fication  of  his  desires.     Of  con 
yide  ?  How  can  be,   after    all    his    reconciliation  with  the  Turk  wiil  . 
bitter  sayings  and  doings,  even  in    not  be  pleasant.      Mr  Oladitone    .; 
the  direst  need  receive  help  from   has  to  submit  to  an  advertte  f<yF-:  ',. 
the  foully  maligned   Turk?  How    tune,  which    even    his    praotised 
can  he  have  the   face  to  do   it?    spirit    will    probably    fin4    yeiy'   ,.. . 
He  has  backed  up  Russia  against   gpEtlling.    But    retribution     seems  •  =  '^' 
the  Turk.  He  has  exhorted  Europe    to  have  set  in  upon  him  just  now. 
to  drive    out    the    Turk  bag  and    He  has  been  sowing  the  wind    for . 
baggage.    How  can  he  ever  accept   fiye  years,  and  he  has  got  at  last  a*    .-^ 
aid  from  a  Power  which  has  been    ereat  whirlwind  harvesti    His  an.  •^^' 
the  subject  of  his  bitter  invective,    nas  found  hjin  out.     It  is  Kiamei.  >' 
of  his    most  rabid  denunciation  ?       The  meaning  of  the  vaai  br^adb  ; 
Surely,    even  if  Britain  should  be    niade  by  the  OttomAi  Tarka^into    .''; 
driven  to  strike  bands    with   the    Europe  will  not  be  comprehended, ,   ^; 
Tark,  Mr  Gladstone    must    efface   in  this  age.    It  is  one  of  the  mat  .;  ^'' 
himself  and  set  out  of  the  way,  in    mysteries  of  history.    They  had  ia       .' 
order  that  his  followers,  in  maidng   mission,  no  doubt,   and  the  objeot  •'  '^ 
the  new  alliance,  may  not  be  con-    of  it  will  '.be  accomplished, 
founded  by  recollection   of  his  in-    are  so  placed   in  Uie   world 
jurious  language  !  No  ;  this  mode    the  suppression  of  them  is  a  very    j 
of  arguing bas  no  force  whatever   hard  problem,  and  that  in  spite  of   .^-^ 
in  regard  to  Mr  Gladstone.      He    their  weakness  tod  misgoyemment 
ba8  the  face  to  say  or  do  anything    they  must  at  certain  seasons  be  of 
at  all  which  may  for  the  moment    some  account  amonj^  the  nations. 
sort  with  his  own   interest.      If  it    Wise  statesmen  will  not  fret  over 
will  temporarily  stave  off   disgrace    the  consideration   whether  that  is 
and  loss  of  place  from  himself  to    quite  agreeable  to  them, — whether  ' 
foregather  with   the  Turk,  all  his    it  is  just   what   they  would  have 
professions  and  invectives  notwith-    chosen.     They  will   recognise  the 
standing,  he  will  certainly  take  the    Turkish  Empire   as  a  patent,  if  a 
Mussulman  to  his  bosom  as   affec-    difficult,   fact,    and   endeavopr  to 
tionately  as  if   it   were  Bradlaugh    make  the  best  of  things    as  they 
himself.     No      inconsistency,     no    find  them. 

A  FORGOTTON  HOUSEHOLD  WORD. 

How      curiously     *Hhe     silver  peace,  and  the  continuous  prosper-  -    '. 

streak  "has  vanished  from  among  ity    of    these    islands.       "Happy 

our  household  words  !    The  time  England  !  "    was    the  apostropne 

was — it  is  hardly  fifteen  years  ago  forced  from  admiring  minds  who 

— when  this  expression  was  under-  had  had  the  privilege   of  contem- 

stood  to  convey  in  little  a   whole  plating  the  innumerable  blessings 

chapter  of  ('ircum8tances,all  strong-  which  the  streak  was  to  insure  to 

ly  favourable  to  the   security,  the  us.     What    has    become  of    this 
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fabric    of  a    vision  V    The  streak  ance  between  pros])cctus  and  out- 

runs,  of   course,  very   much  as  it  come. 

hastlone  for  ages  past;  but  tlie  Happy  England,  at  present,  in- 
security, the  peace,  the  prosperity,  stead  of  having  all  her  innocent 
where  are  they  ?  The  reality  is  regards  concentrated  within  the 
unfortunately  a  very  different  sort  limits  of  her  four  seas,  enjoys  the 
of  thing.  For  instead  of  these  inexpressible  felioity  of  being  gov- 
alluring  fancies  we  have  a  slate  erned  by  Mr  Gladstone — a  very 
of  continuous  war,  alarm  for  the  different  thing.  We  pointed  out 
safety  of  our  capital,  military  in  these  jiapers,  a  year  or  two 
writers  urging  the  turn-out  of  our  since,  tliat  Mr  Gladstone,  being  of 
citizens  en  masse  for  the  protection  the  nature  not  of  a  necessary  of 
of  our  hearths  and  homes,  crushing  life  but  of  a  luxury,  would  have  to 
taxes,  failing  trade,  forced  idleness  be  paid  for  at  a  luxurious  price, 
of  our  working  population.  One  There  have  been  some  shadows 
can  understand  full  well  why  the  cast  before  already  in  the  shape  of 
authors  of  the  silver-streak  phan-  income-tax,  but  this  year  we  shall 
tasma  should  find  it  convenient  to  probably  have  such  an  instalment 
be  reticent  about  it  just  now  ;  but  of  the  little  bill  as  will  show  u» 
there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the  terms  on  which  "  the  first 
persons  whose  hands  are  clear  of  statesman  of  this  or  of  any  age  ^ 
the  cheat  should  refrain  from  call-  will  condescend  to  occupy  himself 
ing  John  Bull's  attention  to  the  with  our  affairs.  Paying  away 
shameful  artifice  by  which  he  was  heavy  sums  of  money  is  never 
lulled  into  a  false  security.  pleasant,  even  when  fair  value  has 
The  silver-streak  trick  is  entitled  been  received  for  them;  but  in 
to  a  place  among  the  Curiosltits  of  our  case,  it  is  to  be  feared,  we  are 
Politics  because  it  is  shrewdly  sus-  going  to  pay  for  positive  losses 
pected  to  have  been  an  inven-  and  injuries,  and  to  pay  through 
tion    of     a     notorious     dealer  in  the  nose. 

phrases  who  is  largely  res])onsible  Did  not  somebody — a  seer  more 
for  the  events,  diametrically  op-  worthy  of  credit  than  the  silver- 
posed  to  those  guaranteed  by  the  streak  quack — predict  that  Mr 
streak,  which  "  Happy  England "  (rladstone  wouhl  shake  the  em- 
has  had  to  undergo.  It  seems  a  ])ire  to  its  centre?  Well,  we  are 
wonderful  contradiclion  that  the  vibrating  all  over  in  a  most  alarm- 
simple  believer  in  quiet  inoffensive  ing  way,  and  unhappily,  a  ma- 
home-lifi*,  "  the  world  forgetting,  jority  of  us  aj)pear  not*  to  discern 
by  tlie  world  f«)rgot,''  shouhl  be  what  the  throes  all  mean.  They 
found  wrangling  and  striving  all  will  not  stop  the  quakings  that 
over  the  earth,  making  light  not  are  going  on  at  their  expense, 
only  of  streak,  but  of  seas  an<l  Tlicre  has  been  nlentv  of  time  in 
oceans,  wlun  they  stand  bt'tween  which  to  ju«lge  of  the  real  course 
him  and  his  opponent,  embroiled  of  things,  because  Mr  Glaclstone 
in  Enropi*,  in  Asia,  and  in  Africa,  has  been  in  office  now  five  years, 
without  a  frifiid  in  the  world,  and  a  survey  of  his  achievments 
Yes  ;  but  if  we  rcinemljer  that  the  not  only  fails  to  disc(»verany  good 
silver-streak  theory  w;is  ]>ut  for-  that  he  has  done,  but  leaves  us 
ward  to  servi*  a  teni])orary  purpose,  j)erplexed  as  to  the  evil — uncer- 
and  to  be  ]»ut  aside  when  that  tain  when  we  may  know  the 
purpose  was  serv€»d,  there  will  woi*st.  And  he  is  allowed  to 
be  less  to  marvel    at  in  the  vari-  fiounder  on. 
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He  has  brought  so  many  fresh  war  is  one  of  the  grayest  that  oar 
troubles  upon  us  during  the  last'  mpire  has  eyer  had  to  face, 
three  years,  that  the  Irish  muddle  ,  ^To  us  of  the  Conservatiye  partjr 
reads  like  quite  an  old  story.  And  who  did  what  we  could,  whib 
yet  it  is  not  old  nor  past ;  we  must  there  was  yet  time,  to  ayert  th^ 
hear  more  of  it  before  the  cessa-  horrible  struggle,  thought  of  this 
tion  of  other  troubles  will  leaye  us  war  is  sad  enough  ;  but  what  must 
at  all  at  leisure  to  return  to  its  it  be  to  those  who,  deluded  by 
weary  tangle.  Meanwhile,  the  words  of  peace  and  the  promise  of 
piece  of  botched  work,  his  Irish    light  buraens,  haye  bc^n  instm* 

Serformance,  is  worthy  of  remem*    mental  in  upholding  the  Minister     .<^  -^ : 
ranee  as  part  of  Mr  Gladstone's    who  has  brought  affairs  to  this 
contribution  to  the  happy  England    pass !    Hideous  in  his    war-punt^ 
of  the  silver  streak.  stained  with  blood  from  head  to 

The  Premier,  before  he  had  quite  heel,  he  can  no  longer  keep  up  the 
reduced  Ireland  to  her  present  smooth  fancies  about  retrenchment 
condition,  waged  a  very  discredit-  and  uniyersal  goodwill  His  yeil 
able  war,  and  retreated  after  re-  is  off,  and  all  men  may  now  see  to 
ceiving  a  considerable  check,  in  what  a  prophet  they  trusted. 
South  Africa,  when  Boers  had  in- 

vaded  British  territory.  It  must  "  There,  ye  wise  saints,  behdd  you* 
have  occurred  to  him  while  he  was    .,     ^^i  ^^5^  Star,—-  ^ 

there  disgracing  us  that  the  fron-  ^®*T^*^  "^"^  "^  ^*''**™'  "^* 
tiers  of  the  British  Empire  consist  I3  i/enoiih?  or  must  I,  while  a 
of  a  vast  number  of  atreaJcs^  not  all  tluHl 

silver  ones,  and  that  the  boundaries  Lives  in  your  sapient  boeomm  cheat 
of   this  little  island  form   by  no  you  still?" 

means  the  limits  of  British  interests 

and  anxieties.  Before  that  Trans-  Hat  is  a  question  of  immense 
vaal  scandal  was  fully  developed,  moment  at  the  present  time.  Have 
he  had  us  involved  in  a  war  in  the  deluded  ones  been  led  far 
Egypt  which  has  lasted  three  years,  enough  on  the  paths  of  shame  and 
growing e very yearmore  expensive,  ruin?  Will  they  shake  themselves 
and  showing  no  sign  that  its  con-  free  of  the  destructive  influence, 
elusion  is  approaching.  This  war,  or  will  they  postpone  the  confes- 
too,  has  been  full  of  scandals,  sion  of  their  fault  until  the  storm 
Happy  England  !  of  blood,  which  no^  only  impends. 

Even  the  Egyptian  complication,  shall  have  burst  upon  us  and  upon 
however,  is  exceeded  in  its  inaus-  Europe  and  Asia  ?  There  is  no 
picious  character  by  the  blundering  magic  streak  which  can  give  us 
and  worse  than  blundering — by  the  security.  If  we  would  escape,  we 
wilful  inattention  to  British  inter-  must  look  for  capable  heads  and 
ests — which  has  caused  us  to  stand  firm  hearts.  Every  year  as  it 
at  disadvantage,  face  to  face  with  comes  finds  us  involyed  in  darker 
Russia,  on  the  borders  of  Afghan-  troubles  than  before.  Every  year 
istan.  We  are  pre})aring  against  up  to  the  present  it  has  seemed  to 
invasion,  but  the  silver  streak  is  us  that  the  cnp  was  full, — ^that  the 
no  defence.  The  enemy  is  not  nation  would  endure  no  more  tam- 
coming  to  us  by  way  of  the  sea.  pering  with  its  honour  and  inter- 
We  stand  almost  without  a  friend  ests.  Tet  the  word  that  can  save 
in  the   world,  and  the  impending    ns  is  not  spoken. 
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SOCIAL   SCHISM  IN    IBELAND. 

One  of  the  most  curious  pheno-  not  a  mere  enjoyment  of  their 
mcna  in  modern  British  polities  miserable  case,  which  animated 
is  the  complete  dissociation  which  Mr  Ikight  when  he  pointed  with 
we  see  between  the  masses  of  the  such  relish  to  "  landlords  ilying 
Irish  people  and  the  substantial  for  their  lives."  Ijet  the  fault  lie 
and  eaucated  classes,  from  among  where  it  may,  the  severance  is  a 
whom  might  be  expected  to  come  fact  much  to  be  deplored.  If  the 
their  guides  and  teachers.  It  must  natural  leaders  could  in  any  degree 
have  puzzled  many  a  student  of  regain  their  ascendancy,  something 
Lever  and  other  popular  Irish  would  be  secured  in  the  direction 
novelists  to  find  an  absence  not  of  civilisation  and  order.  What  is 
only  of  the  clannish  devotion  and  wanted  is  social  amalgamation,  not 
absolute  self-effacementwhich  have  political  change.  This  truth  is  not 
been  shown  to  us  as  characterising  j)erceived  by  the  Irish  in  general — 
the  dependent  classes,  but  of  even  at  any  rate,  it  is  not  attended  to  ; 
the  slightest  reciprocation  of  feel-  there  are  so  many  agitators  and 
ing  or  of  obligation.  Where  do  other  adventurers  both  in  Ireland 
we  ever  find  in  real  life  a  Danny  and  in  Britain  who  live  and  thrive 
Mann,  a  Mickey  Free,  or  a  retainer  bv  keeping  Irish  society  distracted, 
like  that  poor  Joe  who  spent  his  Vet  to  the  impartial  observer  it 
last  breath  in  executing  a  view-  must  be  apparent  that  our  politi- 
halloo  to  stratify  hischief'sunfeeling  cal  tinkering  only  makes  matters 
fancy?  According  to  the  accounts  worse  ;  and  that  if  good  is  ever  to 
which  reach  us,  the  substantial  come,  it  must  grow  out  of  some 
classes  do  not  exercise  the  slifichtest  social  reunion.  It  may  seem  most 
influence  over  the  lower  orders —  absurd  to  speak  of  such  a  reunion 
thev  have  lost  touch  of  them  alto-  while  the  rabid  rancour  of  the 
getlier.  Not  that  the  jieoplo  do  lower  classes  against  the  higher 
without  leaders.  There  are  none  is  daily  furnishing  so  many  tales 
in  the  worhl  to  whom  chiefs  are  of  violence  and  mutinv.  Yet,  if 
more  necessary — they  are  so  fond  nobody  will  risk  a  word  on  the 
of  oratory  and  of  comVjinations.  subject  for  fear  of  being  laughed 
But  the  loaders  certainly  do  not  to  scorn,  one  great  means  ofameli- 
conie  now  from  amtmg  the  old  oration  will  be  lost  sight  of  alto- 
feudal  or  blue-blooded  houses.  A  gether — which  is  certainly  not 
ticket-of -leave  man  or  a  mongrel  desirable,  however  unpromising  the 
from  America  is  accepted,  wh(»re  prosj)ect  of  healing  may  at  present 
a  .Milesian  of  twenty  quarterings  look.  Unless  the  Irish  pictures 
would  not  find  a  listener.  drawn  for  us  by  masters  in  fiction 

l*robably  this  severance  between  be  simply  and  wholly  untrue,  there 

natural  leaders  and  natural  follow-  is   a   deep     fountain   of    clannish 

ers  is  attributable  to  faults  on  both  veneration  in    the  Irish  character 

sides.    The  lords  of  the  soil  cannot  which,  if  it  could  ever    be   made 

have   descended  to  such   a  de]>th  to  flow  in  natural   channels  again, 

of  hel])lessness  and   insignificance  might  tend  to  tranquillise  that  un- 

without  some  grievous  neglect  of  happy  land. 

opportunities   (to   use  no  stronger  This  is  a  generation  of  missions, 

term)  on  their  part.     Perhaps    it  — missions  every   whither — to  the 

was  a  sense  of  this    neglect,  and  heathen,  to  the  fallen,  to  the  ig- 
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nonmt,  to  the  intemperate,  to  the  an  impnarion '  might,  vith  pocas^ 

heedless,  to   the    oruninal.    Is  it  veranoe    and  patierb^  be  iiiad& 

absolutely  impoeaible  that  a  mis-  the  effeo^s  of  which  might  sprend 

sionto  reclaim  and  reconoile  the  id  time  to  Erin  herself.     Whethex 

disaffected  Irish   could  have  any  men  of  ancient  line  have  aufficiear 

snoceM  ?    CerUunly  it  would  start  fortitude  to  undertake  the   wosrt, 

most  disadvantageously  if  it  should  basinesa,  which  mnst  be  for  a  lon^' 

?iroc]aim  hostility  to  any  of  the  .  time  toiled  in  against  the   hill,  is 

avoarite  ideas  by  which  the  Irish  mnch  to  be  doubted.     Still   they 

mind  is  at  present  poisoned.    Eng-  ara  the  m^n  who  should   be  able 

lish    oppression,     home-rule,     no  to  make  a  good  impreaaion  if  any  m 

rents,  may  be  subjects  never  ad-  can.  '3 

verted  to,  and  yet  a  srood  deal  may  „„._,      „       ,,^    ..  .    ._  B 

be  done  Ihrough  otfer,  and  seem-  "VirimoUesaditOBettempomnotanti"  ■ 

ingly  unconnected,  agencies,  to  dis-  and  to  them  of  right  belongs  the  ' 

pose    the  mind  towards  ways  of  adventure,  which,  difficult  uongh 

peace.      The     movement     which  it  be,  they  ought  not  totnnaferto   ■. 

Father  Matthew    originated    and  otben, 

sustained  is  an  example  of  what       There  probably  never  was,  nnoe  ,.' 

baa  been  here  suggested.    It  had  the  world  began,  a  parallel  state  «rf   ' 

nothing  whatever  ostensibly  to  do  things  to  that  which  is  now  to  be  ' ' 

with  the  cries  and  quescionB  which  be  seen  in  Ireland.   Berolntiooa  of  - 

were  rending  society  ;  and  yet  no  coarse  there  have  been  in  plenty); 

one  will  deny  that  it  did  for  the  but  they  have  been  in  other  caaea 

time   compose     and    divert     the  carried  out  to  the  extent  of  eatab-  • 

thoughts   from  the  ever-gnawing  liafaing  (for  good  or  for  ill)  a  new   . . 

Eolitical     griefs,    and    induce    a  state  of  things.     In  Ireland,  how* 

ealthier  condition  of  the  national  ever  the  reyolntion  is  by  the  power 

mind.  of  the  United  Kingdom  stopped.  ■ 

The  missionaries  should  be,  an-  short  of  violent  Beisares  of  goods 
doubtedly,  the  banished  lords,  the  and  offices  ;  but  the  protecting, 
batonlesB  chiefs,  the  disinherited  power  which  does  not  tolerate  a 
princes  of  the  Irish  name.  The  complete  revolution,  does  not,  on 
service  is  one  of  trouble,  danger,  the  other  hand,  heartily  uphold 
and  at  lir^it  probably  of  small  re-  the  state  of  things  which  revoln- 
wanl.  Yet  the  hereditary  chiefs  tionists  desire  to  overthrow.  It 
are  they  who  would  gain  by  any  favours  revolution  until  it  is  corn- 
success  that  might  ensue,  and  who  ing  to  extremities,  then  it  steps  jn 
are  reflected  on  now  by  reason  of  and  forbids  the  final  catastrophe, 
the  abnormal  situation  in  which  The  weakness  and  incapacity  of 
they  fltand.  Efforts  of  theirs  to  the  Government  are,  however,  ad* 
wintheeantof  their  countrymen  ditional  proofs  that  those  Iriehmen 
in  Ireland  would  most  likely  be  who,  in  the  nature  of  things,  ought 
disappointing  unless  they  should  to  lead,  should  do  something  for 
chance  to  be  men  of  flpecial  ability,  themselves.  They  have  been  treat- 
or  they  could  hit  on  a  banner  as  ed  with  great  cruelty  andinjustioe, 
attractive  !i!<  Father  Matthew's,  and  England  has  stood  supinely  by 
But  in  Britain  or  in  the  colonies  and  seen  the  injustice  done ;  but, 
the  goodwill  of  the  Irishman  is  possibly,  she  would  not  have  been 
more  accessible  than  it  is  at  home.  SO  indifferent  if  she  had  seen  Irish- 
There,  if  any  would  lay  themselves  men  of  birth  and  property  a  little 
out  to  court  and  to  instruct  him,  more  ready    to    help   themselvea. 
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Whatever  little  energy  they  show-  ring  the  question  ;  and  if  anything, 

ed  was  expended  in  the  directien  of  though  never  so  little,  may  be  done 

resisting  unjust  legislation,  and  of  with  effect,  it  would  be  a  derelic- 

forming  associations  avowedly  hos-  tion  of  duty  to   hold  one's  peace. 

tile  to  the  masses   of  the   people.  It  is  abundantly  plain  that  hope 

What  is  here   advocated   is,  that  of  amelioration  through  legislation 

they  should  take  the   field   as   the  there    can    be    none   as    long    as 

people's  leaders.     Irishmen,   who,  the  present  Government  may  hold 

oy  their  merit,  have  brought  hon-  office.     They  have  only  intensified 

our  upon  their  native   land,  must  the  elements  of  strife  which,  before 

surely  have  some   influence  with  their  day,  were  threatening    the 

their   countrymen ;    and,  be    this  commonwealth.     The   more,  then, 

little  or  be  it  great,  they  ought  to  help  from  without  fails,  the  more 

use  it  for  good. A  distinguished  sol-  willing  should  true  Irishmen    feel 

dier  or  sailor,a  successful  pleader  or  to  fall  back   upon   and   put  forth 

author,  an  artist,  a  keen  sportsman,  their  own  best  efforts — not   to  be 

a  traveler,  might  find  plenty  to  say  overcome  of  evil.     There  must  be 

to  his  countrymen  which,  without  seven  thousand  men  left  who  have 

trenching  on  the  distracting  fields  not  gone  wild  on  political  subjects; 

of  ]>olitics  and  religion,  would  find  and  of  these  may  be  made  a  leaven 

a  ready  and  appreciative  audience,  that  shall  soften  many  minds  until 

And  thus  might   be   begun   some  a  great  company  be  leavened, 
amicable  correspondencewhich  may 

result  in  time  in  complete  rapport.  As  the  beginning  of  a  rapproche- 
Traitors  and  low  adventurers,  ex-  mejit  such  as  we  have  been  advo- 
citing  to  violence  and  sedition,  can  eating,  nothing  could  be  imagined 
win  the  Irish  ;  why  should  not  of  greater  promise  than  the  visit 
educated  and  talented  men  be  able  to  Ireland  of  the  Prince  and  Prin- 
to  do  the  same  ?  Because,  as  we  cess  of  Wales,  which,  as  we  go  to 
shall  be  told,  the  subject  makes  all  press,  is  proceeding  so  satisfac- 
the  difference  :  they  love  to  hear  torily.  The  event  is  most  auspi- 
of  outrage  and  rebellion,  of  wrongs  cious,  and  will,  let  us  hope,  be 
and  vengeance,and  will  be  preached  followed  up  by  persons  who,  if 
to  about  these  by  low  fellows  when  they  come  far  behind  their  Royal 
they  would  not  tolerate  the  most  Highnesses  in  influence,  may  yet 
gifted  man  on  any  other  subject,  tread  the  same  path  with  excellent 
We,  however,  decline  to  believe  effect.  Loyalty  is  not  dead — that 
that  there  is  only  one  subject  on  is  clear  ;  but  it  requires  to  be  led 
which  Irishmen  can  be  interested,  into  a  new  and  a  proper  channel. 
There  are  many  non-political  The  Royal  personages  can  be  re- 
themes  on  which  it  would  be  pos-  ceived  and  listened  to  with  every 
sible  to  rivet  their  attention,  and  token  of  loval  affection  without 
through  which  they  might  be  be-  allusion  being  made  to  vexed  po- 
guiled  of  their  goodwill.  litical  questions,  and  that,  too,  in 
This  exhortation  is,  as  was  said  regions  which  were  supposed  to 
al)0V(',a  mere  venture,  and  intended  be  entirely  under  control  of  the  agi- 
only  as  a  hint.  If  nothing  in  the  taturs.  It  has  been  a  brave  and  a 
direction  which  it  recommends  be  successful  progress  ;  and  it  has  met 
practicable,  no  great  harm  can  with  the  success  which  its  courage 
have  been  done  by  so  gently   stir-  deserved.     It  is  a  hint  to  the  wise. 
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Every  Briton  understands  with-  oJBoe,  to  reverse  the  precantionai^ 

out  coaching  why  Mr  Gladstone's  acts  of  their  predeoessors,  to  retice.  * 

Administration  must  avoid  a  war  from  our  points  of  vantafl;ey  and^  to 

with  Russia  at  any  price  which  it  leave  our  destiny  entirdy  to  die 

may  be  possible  to  make  this  ooun-  chapter  of  accidents.    The  crfmB  ' 

try  pay.    The  very  fact  of  actual  has  come.    We  are  altogether  un-^ 

war    must    absolutely   crush    the  prepared,  for  it    In  proof  of  what* ' 

reputation    of   the    British    Gov-  we  advance,  we  refer  our  readers' 

emment,  which  therefore  instinc-  to  the  clear  and  convincing  liters 

tively    endeavours,  by  every   ex-  publisl^ed  in  the  ^mes'  newnaper 

pedient  known   to  it,  to  put  off  during  March  and  April  bv  laev- 

the  cominff   collision.     By  every  tenant-Gkoieral  Sir  E.  B.  Qutnlejj 

expedient  Known  to  it,  we  have  lliese  communications  have  been 

said,  —  because    the    Government  Instified  \>j  events^  as  far  as  events  ' 

would  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  nave  gone.     The  letter  of  XBtU 

the  one  means  by  which  the  aues-  April  shows  plainly  what  we  sor^ 

tion  at  issue  may  be,  or  might  have  render  if  We  allow  the  Aiheer  to    /  . 

been,  most  readily  solved — name-  eive  up  Penj-deh.     WeshaUbysb        :'■ 

ly,  that  of  taking  up  a  clear  and  dwn^  enable  two  columns  of  the       ^  . 

definite    position,   maintaining   it  Russians  to  advance  by  the  valieya  f^*   - 

immovably,  and  by  standing  tnor-  of  the  Euskh  and  Ben-Rnd,  and        :  ; 

oughly    prepared    for  an^r  result  to  '^  maintain  througlbout  .perfect 

which  such  nrm  attitude  might  en-  co-operation  and  communication.'' 

tail.  These  letters  contain  not  only  vain*. 

Lord  Beaconsfield,  while  he  was  able  information,but  warnings  abo^- 
in  office,    foresaw,  with  the   pre-  from  an  expert,  which  the  nation  • 
science  of  a  true    statesman,  the  would  do  well  to  take  to  heart. 
struggle    which    must    inevitably  The  Government  sees,  no  doubt, 
occur  somewhere  on  the  frontier  that  it  is  condemned    already   in 
of   British    India,    whenever    the  the  moment  when  hostilities  fairly 
Russians  should  be  able  to  make  commence.     No  wonder,  then,  that 
their  way  thither.     He   took  im-  by  all  the  many  shifts  which  it  is 
portant  steps  for   the  attainment  so  fond  of,  it  should  be  endeavour- 
of  British  security  in  such  a  case,  ing,  heart  and  soul,  to  avert,  dur- 
and  he  projected  further  measures,  ing  its  lifetime,  the  sentence  on  it- 
He    had    secured   Candahar,   and  self  which  a  war  will  involve, 
had    decided   upon  connecting  it        So  it  is  clear  enough  why  the 
with  British  India  by  a  railway.  Ministry  should  be  willing  to  pay,       ;  • 
His  plans,  if  they  had  been  carried  ruinously  to  the  nation,  for  peace. 
out,  would  probably  have  enabled  What  is  by  no  means  clear — what 
us  to  speak  with   our   enemies   in  it  is  most  difficult  to  understand — 
the  gate  at   this   moment  without  is  why  the  nation  should  pay  min- 
confusion, — at     the     least,     they  ously  in  order  that   the  Ministry 
would  have  given  us  every  possi-  may  escape  perdition.     That  is  a 
ble  advantage  of  position  and  of  curiosity  m  politics, 
preparation,  and  have  left  us  no        We  write  with   full  knowledge 
ground   for   self-reproach   in   any  that,  whether  we  parley  or  fight, 
event.     The    present   Administra-  we  must  do  either  at  a  great  dis- 
tion  decided,  soon  after  acceding  to  advantage;  for  (to  say  nothing  for 
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the  present  of  former  and  deliberate  by  the  partisan  fidelity  of  a  major- 
acts  contrary  to  the  best  interests  ity,  of  which  one-half  disapproves 
of  the  nation)  it  is  certain  that  their  policy,  and  the  other  half 
within  the  last  few  weeks  our  ad-  loudly  censures  their  conduct  of 
versaries    have    been    allowed   to  affairs." 

encroach  on  us  so  as  to  give  them  Two  things,  then,  are  in  the 
a  most  appreciable  ascendancy  in  highest  degree  to  be  dreaded  :  1st, 
the  disputes  which  are  yet  to  come  that  he  will  (though  not  perhaps 
— an  ascendancy  moral  and  strate-  instantly)  Hounder  into  war  with 
gical.  But  our  position  is  becom-  Russia;  2d,  that  by  the  time  war 
iiig  every  day  worse  ;  and  the  price  is  fairly  declared,  he  will  have  been 
we  shall  have  to  pay  for  temporary  tricked  and  bullied  out  of  more 
peaoe,  or  the  severity  of  the  alter-  than  the  whole  stake  originally 
native  war,  increases  in  geometrical  contended  for.  And  these  two 
proportion  to  the  lapse  of  time,  things  do  not  of  themselves  show 
It  has  always  been  a  boast  of  our  whole  danger.  We  have  an 
the  j)arty  whicii  follows  Mr  Glad-  ally  in  this  quarrel,  the  Ameer  of 
stone,  that  it  posseses  the  secret  of  Afghanistan.  Mr  Gladstone  has 
keeping  this  country  in  profound  acquired  a  somewhat  evil  notoriety 
an<l  perfect  peace,  WarH,  it  says,  by  a  readiness  to  desert  our  allies ; 
are  the  games  of  uni)rincipledTory  and  things  point  very  persistently 
administrations,  wlio  undertake  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ameer  is 
them,  not  because  they  are  neoes-  to  be  deserted  as  others  have  been, 
sary,  but  because  they  favour  party  For  to  speak  of  the  dishonour  of 
views.  Single-minded  Liberals,  this,  which  requires  no  exposition, 
who  love  peace  for  its  own  sake,  we  must  suffer  very  matenal  loss  if 
will  always  steer  the  country  clear  the  military  power  of  the  Afglian 
of  quarrels  and  warfare.  Whether  »State  be  turned  against  us.  This 
Mr  (Tladstone  has  lost  his  wan<l  ;  is  a  most  imminent  danger  con- 
whet  her  the  wand,  being  still  with  cerning  which  the  country  ought 
him  has  lost  its  ])ower ;  or  whether  to  stir  itself  immediately, 
the  whole  story  about  ])reserving  The  dread  of  war  itself  has 
j)eace  was  a  wilful  delusion, — cor-  naturally  caused  the  dread  of 
tain  it  is  that  we  have  been  vexed  preparing  for  war  ;  for  with  what 
with  wars  ever  since  that  minister  face  can  that  overseer  make  pro- 
of peace  took  our  aifairs  in  hand  vision  who  assures  us  that  arma- 
— a  sufticienlly  daniairing  fact  for  ments  will  never  be  wanted  ?  He 
his  capacity  or  his  honesty,  one  of  might,  it  is  true,  if  he  were  pru- 
tlie  two.  He  has  on  more  than  one  dent,  make  assurance  doubly  sure, 
cH'casion  with  ditliculty  escaj)ed  the  by  being  at  any  rate  secured 
censure  of  tlu?  I  louse  of  Commons;  against  an  untoward  turn  of  events. 
an<l  he  has  not  escaped  the  censure  Hut  it  is  by  no  means  Mr  Glad- 
<>f  consistent  and  impartial  men.  stone's  practice  to  take  a  bond  of 
Lord  Salisbury  has  ))ointedly  and  fate,  lie  hazards  all  upon  one 
cllt't'tivt'ly  ilescribed  our  condition  cast,  and  when  that  fails  him  down 
under  his  rule.  In  acknowledging  he  goes.  It  never  seems  to  strike 
anaddress  towards  the  end  of  April,  him  that  the  confidence  and  ar- 
his  lordship  says:  "  Our  j)ros])ects  rogance  which  the  enemy  cannot 
darken  every  day,  and  our  destinies  fail  to  acquire  through  his  irreso- 
are  at  the  mercy  of  the  iiTcsolute  hit  ion  and  refining  are  formidable 
purposes  of  a  divided  Cabinet,  hindrances  to  composition  of  quar- 
whose  existence  is  only  prolonged  rels.     It  is   always   to  be   desired 
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that  your  enemy  should  respect  upon  the  enemy  before 

yoo.    We  find  that  oar  advenMury,  nought  his  f oroee  lip  in 

whatever  may  haye  been  the  mind  to  the  ^ghan  boundary);  oui  w 

in  which  he  started  with  his  bold  ohan6e  has  been  lost.    We  m 

robbery,  now  feels  supreme  eon-  not  look  for  anV  gfOi^t 

tempt  for  us,  and  is  impressed  with  we  must  be  satisned  if  we^       a 

the  conviction  that  he  can  beat  and  disaster,  until  the  energy 

humiliate  us.    He  may  turn  out  to  we  can  put  forth  when  in  < 

be  in  error,  but  he  will  certainly  and  the  undoubtedly  gi       ] 

fight  none  the  worse  because  he  of  our  nation,  may  have  o]             w  /' 

has  been  made  to  believe  in  his  the  furnishing  forth  of  our  i           ,..  .. 

ability  to' overcome  us.  and  to  the  manifestation  or  oar-. 

Overcome  us  in  the  field  he  will  selves  as  a  fighting  nation,  whidi  *  '  . 

not.  After  suffering,  perhaps,  some  inevitably  are  brought  about  after    .'•' 

initial  defeats,  and  atter  a  bloody  a  year  or  two  of  war.    Russia  wj31    v^ 

and  tedious  war,  in  which  we  shall  probably  be  exhausted  by  the  timO'  ^  -. 

be  compelled  to  put  out  all  our  England  is  fairly  devoted  to  the'^..;- 

strength,  we  shall  probably  con-  struggle. 

vince    Holy      Russia     that     we  As  regards  our  navy,    though  '  - 
are  not  a  Power  to  be    lightly  that  is  not  what  it  should  be^  as  u-V.v 
encountered,    nor    to    leave     our  manifest  from  the  disonsBioDS  re-  \/ 
adversary  without  a  mark  on  him  ^^ardin^  it  which  are  now  pending  ^    * 
by  way  of    souvenir.    It    is   of '  m  Parliament,  yet  our^  adveraary 
no  use,  however,  to  say  that  to  is  in  that  respect  no  better  off  than 
Russia  now,  when  our  Ministers  ourselves.    We  may  hope  that  (as   : 
have  been  doing  so  much  to  inspire  .  happened  during  the  wars  of  tlie  . ' 
her  with  quite  a  contrary  belief —  French  Revolution)  the  navy  may  ~ 
and  she  will  not  be  convinced  even  be  able  to  keep  up  our  repiatfitioir  . 
by  facts  with  great  promptitude,  as  a  martial  people  until  such  times 
Any  person  who  may  have  studied  as  our  army,  having  been  at  last 
the  history  of  our  Egyptian   cam-  brought  to  a  strength  and  efficiency    ' 
paigns  must  be  only  to  well  aware  befitting  our  place  in  Europe,  may 
of    the    strain    wc    have    experi-  take  up  the  running  and  give    the 
cnccd  ill   keeping   the   war  going  final  stroke  to  our  insolent  foe. 
in  that  quarter,  and  he   will   have  There  is  no  doubt  that,  prestige^ 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  how  being  of  so  much  consequence  as  it 
heinously  unprovided   we  are   for  is  both  to  England  and  Russia  in 
entering    upon   a  quarrel  with  a  the  East,  it  will  be  very  difiicult, 
Power  like  Kussia.    We  have  called  if  not  impossible,  to  compose  this 
out  our  Reserves  and  Militia,  it   is  quarrel  without  fighting.     Fight- 
true;  but  to  what  does  that  amount?  ing  may  be  postponed  for  the  pre- 
It  simply  sets  free  a  few  regiments  sent  by  England  consenting  to  dis- 
uow  serving  at  home   for  service  honourable  terms.     These  dishon- 
in  the  theatres   of  war.     Suppos-  curable  terms  there   is  no  doubt 
ing  these  regiments  to   be  of   full  that  our  Ministers  will  be  ready  to 
strength,  and  their  men   to  be  of  accede  to  for  a  truce  (it  will  only 
good  quality  (points  on  which  it  is  be  a  truce),  but  it  must  at  least  be 
to  be  feared  no  confidence  can  be  for  the  nation  to  decide  whether  it 
felt),  they  will  still  be  but  a  hand-  will  endure  the  humiliation  of  mak« 
ful  as   compared    with  the  troops  ing  concessions  to  an  insolent  foe, 
which  Russia  can   bring  into  the  and  of  breaking  faith  with  and  de* 
field.     Our  chance  was  in  setting  sorting  another  ally.    When   the 
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Government  are  known  to  be  mean  ated  negro,  at  the  time   when  our 

and  paltry  in  their  views,    and  to  informant  first   became   cognisant 

have  ends  of  their   own   to   serve  of  the  (juarrel,  was  pouring  out  his 

which  are  directly  opposed  to  the  soul  in  no  measured  or  choice  terms 

interests  and  honour  of  the  nation,  against  his  late  comrade,  who  evi- 

it  behoves  our  people  to  exercise  a  dently  desired  peace  at  any   price, 

pressure  as  strong  and  as  persistent  and  who  met  the  objurgations  by 

as  it  can  be  made  upon  a   Cabinet  exclaiming,  "  You   mean    it,    sar  ? 

lying  under  such   injurious   suspi-  You  mean    it?"     Upon   this,    the 

cions.     There  may  be  reasons  why  assailant  not  only  rej)eated  every- 

a  change  of  Government  should  not  thing  that  had  been  advanced  dero- 

at  this   moment    take   place  ;  but  gatory  to  his  friend's   honour,  but 

these  must  bo  reasons  also  why  the  proceeded  to  involve   his    friend's 

Government  should  be  kept  under  father,  mother,  sister,  brother,"  and 

the  watchful  control  of  the  nation,  ebrybody  dat  belangs   to  for  you' 

And,  most  undoubtedly,  the  crisis  dam  famly,"  in  one  sweeping  raale- 

in  which  we   now    find   ourselves,  diction.     Still  the  other  demanded, 

end  how  it  may,  ought  not   for   a  "  You  mean  it,   sar  ?     You    mean 

moment  to  be  lost  sight  of  by   the  it?"     A  threat  to  "mash  all    him 

public  until  they   have    provided  biassed  bones"  produced  only  the 

against  a  repetition  of  such  compli-  same   exclamation.     And   at    last, 

cations  by  ejecting  from  ofiice  the  just  as  they  were  clearing  the  course 

mean-spirited  faction  who  have  so  for  next  race,  the  poor   ensuer    of 

invoUed  us.  peace,  having  been  knocked   down 

We  remember  to  have  heard   of  and  trampled  on,  was    seen  rising 

an  incident  which  occurred  on  the  from  the    ground    with    bleeding 

race- ground  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  mouth  and  nose,  and  heard    falter- 

and  which  frequently  recurs  to  our  ing  as  the  bell   rang,"  You   mean 

attention  because  it  illustrates   ex-  it  sar  ?     You  mean  it?" 


actly    the   attitude   taken    by   Mr 
(fladstone  in  all  his  many    foreii 


many  foreign  P,  JS, — Since  going  to  press,  we 
disagreements.  Two  jet-black  have  learned  that  the  country  is 
8f^o^tsmen  had  come  to  the  course  to  be  called  upon  for  a  credit  of 
arm-in-arm  as  good  friends,  but  eleven  milions.  We  hope  and 
some  contrariness  having  suddenly  trust  that  the  House  of  Commons 
taken  one  of  them,  they  were  will  insist  upon  being  fully  in- 
engaged  in  a  contention  which  formed  as  to  the  ends  for  which 
entertained  a  very  large  company  thismoney  is  to  be  employed  before 
between  the  heats.     The  exasper-  consenting  to  so  large  a  demand. 

1  F(tryoii  means  your  in  Jamaica  jargon.  So /or  me  is  mine^for  him^  his^kc. 


BLACKWOOD'S 
EDINBUEGH  MAGAZINE. 


No.  DCCCXXXVI.  JUNE  1886.  Vot.  CXXXVU. 


THE  TORPKDO  SOARB. 

[to  the  editor  of  Blackwood's  MAOAznrs. 

SiB. — If  I  presume  to  endeavour  to  stem  the  tide  of  pnblio  opinion  M 
regards  the  very  great  efficacy  of  the  fish-torpedo  as  a  weapon  of  mari- 
time warfare,  it  is  Dot  with  any  oonfidenoe  in  my  powers  ^pennaaion^ 
or  for  the  pleasure  of  controversy,  but  because  I  am  perhaps  the  <mly 
person  living  who  has  commanded  squadrons  or  single  ships  in  war, 
where  torpedoes  were  used  as  offenHve  weapons — I  am,  yours  tmly, 

HOBABT  PXGBA.] 

During  the  late     Turco-Russian  of  offence  as  well  as  of  defence,  ia 

war,   Russian    torpedo-boats  con-  enormously  exaggerated.     Were  it 

stantly   attacked    Turkish    ships,  not  so,  one  might  almost  say  that 

These  attacks  were  made  not  only  naval  warfare  would  soon  come  to 

by  boats  armed  with  the  Pole  and  an  end   altogether,    inasmuch    as 

Harvey  torpedo,  but  with  the  new-  no  fleet  or  ship  could  resist  such  a 

est  type  of  the  Whitehead  torpedo  deadly  weapon.     Blockade   of  an 

then  invented.  *  They    were  com-  enemy's  port  could  not  be  main- 

manded  by  as  active  and  gallant  a  tained.       Vessels  could   never  lie 

set  of  men  as  ever  stepped  a  ship's  at  anchor  so  near  an  enemy's  coast, 

deck,  and  who  made  everv  possible  Fleets  could   not   cruise    in     the 

effort  to  destroy  Turkish  ironclads,  neighbourhood    of    hostile     ships 

every  one  of  which  returned  safely  carrying       torpedo-boats.      Ports 

to   Constantinople    after  the  war.  defended   by  torpedoes  could  not 

The    only    loss     to    the  Turkish  be  attacked,  harbours  and  estuaries 

squadron   was  two  small   wooden'  could  not  be  approached  ;  and,  in 

gun-boats  blown    up  in  theDanube  fact,   none  of  the  old  systems  of 

through  the  carelessness  of  their  naval   warfare   could  be  put  into 

commaTiders.  execution.     The  courage  of  naval 

I  venture  to  maintain   that  the  officers,  their  coolness  in  time  of 

power  of  the  torpedo,  as  a  weapon  action,  their  seamanlike  qualitieS| 
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of  which  some  nations  are  so  justly  my,  I  from  force  of  circumstances, 
proud,  would  be  put  to  a  test  in  a  was  obliged  to  maintain  what  was 
manner  altogether  different  from  in  reality  the  far  better  system 
what  has  hitherto  taken  place,  of  utter  darkness  from  sunset  to 
The  sailor,  although  brave  and  cool  daylight.  But  of  this  hereafter, 
in  a  fair  light,  would  be  in  constant  1  will  now  relate  in  detail  the 
dread  of  being  hurled  into  the  air,  plan  I  applied  as  a  defence  in  re- 
without  even  the  chance  of  strik-  gard  to  the  different  points  men- 
ing  a  blow  or  firing  a  shot  in  self-  tioned  above — namely,  the  course 
defence.  The  writer  of  this,  while  to  be  adopted  for  the  safety  of  ships 
commanding  squadrons  manned  by  of  war  while  blockading  an  enemy's 
men  who  have  not  only  the  unsur-  port,  while  lying  at  anchor  near  an 
passed  courage  of  their  race,  but  enemy's  coast,  or  while  cruising  in 
who  have  recourse  when  in  danger  the  neighbourhood  of  hostile  ships 
to  the  almighty  word  kismet^  and  blockading.  I  think  that  the  ships 
only  think  of  danger  a/)5€r  its  ar-  should  be  always,  when  convenient, 
rival — had  only  his  own  humble  under  way,  and  with  their  tor- 
idea  of  courage  without  kismet,  pedo-nets  out,  constantly  changing 
and  thus  felt  all  the  anxiety  day  their  positions  so  as  not  to  be 
and  night,  for  nearly  a  year,  of  not  easily  found  by  the  enemy's  tor- 
knowing  at  what  moment  he  might  pedo-boats  :  no  lights  whatever 
receive  the  happy  despatch  by  should  be  shown.  Should  it  be 
being  blown  into  the  air.  necessary  to  anchor,  I  think  that 
The  Russians  had,  very  shortly  the  ships  should  be  anchored  in 
after  I  had  anchored  my  squadron  small  detachments,  and  a  system 
in  Batoum,    launched   several  tor-  of    defence    arranged    as  follows, 

Eedoes  at  the  ships,  in  spite  of  my  placed  round  each  ship  or  detach- 
aving  placed  guard-boats  across  ment.  (See  Plan  No.  1.) 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  One  By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  boats 
of  these  torpedoes  struck  the  chain  at  a  distance  of  400  oj  500  yards 
of  the  flag-ship,  and  went  on  shore  will  be  placed  round  the  squadron 
unexploded  ;  another  struck  on  the  at  anchor.  These  boats  will  be 
armoured  belt  of  a  corvette  and  ex-  connected  together  by  wire-ropes 
ploded,  but  the  blow  being  at  an  immersed  about  two  feet  in  the 
angle,  it  did  no  material  injury,  wator,  and  buoyed  in  the  centre. 
After  this  experience,  it  was  ab-  The  object  of  this  is  to  catch  the 
solutely  incumbent  on  me  to  screw  of  any  attacking  torpedo- 
take  some  steps  for  the  safety  boat.  It  has  b^n  proved  that 
of  the  vessels  under  my  command,  common  rope,  used  for  want  of 
The  means  in  my  power  for  tor-  anything  better,  has  effectually 
pedo  defence  were  unfortunately  checked  the  career  and  capsized 
very  limited,  but  that  very  fact  an  attacking  torpedo-boat  in  her 
enabled  me  to  prove  that  neces-  attempt  to  destroy  a  Turkish  ship 
sity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  in  the  Black  Sea  during  the  last 
For  example,  the  system  which  I  war  ;  and  I  know  that  most  satis- 
had  seen  adopted  with  regard  to  factory  experiments  with  the  wire- 
hostile  fleets  in  torpedo  defence,  rope  have  been  made  elsewhere. 
comprised  a  system  of  eclairaf/c  Theresultof  these  experiments  was 
which  it  was  entirely  out  of  my  that  a  torpedo-boat,  steaming  19 
power  to  employ.  Thus,  instead  of  miles  an  hour,  has  capsized  while 
lighting  my  ship,  whereby  I  should  dashing  full  speed  on  to  an  imagin- 
havc  become   a  target  for  the  ene-  ary  enemy's  snip. 
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The  wire-rope  betnoen  the  boats  is  Bunk  aofficieiitlf  to  oatcb  me  screw  of 
the  torpedo-boat,  and  buoyed  half-way  between  tbe  boats  to  preTent  Its  sdnk- 
ing  more  than  necMaary. 


N.B. — The  4  vessels  are  I'JO  yards  long.  The  two  pairs,  breadthways,  are  50 
yards  apart.  There  are  34  boale.  each  8  to  9  yards  long ;  and  the  !4  spMM 
between  the  boats  are  54  yards  each.  The  radius  of  tbe  circle  desoribed  1^ 
the  boats  is  S50  yards,  which  keeps  them  400  yards  from  ihe  ships. 


It  Beemx  to  me  that  this  system, 
carefuDj  applied,  would  prove  a 
most  etlieienl  and  thorough  defence 
against  torpedoattauk.  fam  aware 
tEat  the  present  torpedoes  are  tilted 
with  screwH  so  sharply  edged  that 
they  would  t^tit  through  any  rope 
placed  to  stop  them.  With  tbe 
vire-rope  this  would  be  impossible. 
This  system  of  defence  would  ap- 
ply to  single  ships  at  anchor  in  tbe 
ume  way  as  it  would  apply  to  a 


sqnadron  or  to  a  detachment,  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  a  larger  number 
of  ships  than  I  have  shown  on  the 
plan  should  not  be  protected  in  a 
similar  way — the  only  question 
being,  that  tbe  radius  wonid  have 
to  be  increased  according  to  tbe 
number  of  ships,  which  might 
prove,  if  overdone,  inconvenient, 
if  not  im  possible.  Objections 
might  be  made  thai  in  bad  wea- 
ther boata  oould  not  keep   their 
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positions.     I  have  had  ample  proof  were  no  marks  or  lights  of  any 

that  in  bad  weather  torpedo-boats  description.  Nothing  could  be  seen 

cannot  fire  with  any  accuracy.     It  beyond  the  dark  outline  of  the  high 

therefore  tells  both  ways.  mountains    behind     the    harbour, 

Now  as  to  lying  at  anchor  near  which  were  next  to  useless  as  a 
an  enemy's  coast.  In  this  also  I  guide  to  the  anchorage.  Moreover, 
have  had  considerable  experience  we  had  a  plafi  of  defence  at  Batoum 
while  at  Batoum  and  its  neighbour-  of  a  most  original  nature,  proving 
hood,  where  I  had  frequently  un-  again  that  necessity  is  the  mother 
der  my  command  twelve  or  four-  of  invention.  (See  Plan  No.  2.) 
teen  ships,  against  which  the  Rus-  The  little  port  of  Batoum  and 
sians  constantly  organized  torpedo  its  towns  were  kept,  as  I  have 
attacks.  All  their  attacks  were  stated,  in  perfect  darkness.  The 
unsuccessful,  for  the  following  rea-  severest  penalties  were  to  be  in- 
sons  :  in  the  first  place,  as  a  most  curredby  those  who  showed  alight 
gallant  Russian  officer  informed  me  anvwhere,  and  on  several  occasions 
after  the  war,  it  was  very  difficult  infraction  of  that  rule  was  pun- 
to  find  Batoum  at  all.  I  will  ished  with  great  severity.  On  one 
diverge  for  a  moment  from  my  occasion  we  caught  an  old  rascal 
point  in  order  to  state  that  an  showing  a  light  from  ;  the  window 
English  naval  officer  of  the  highest  of  a  houseprominently  placed  near 
rank  and  position  informed  me  that  the  sea.  The  man  was  instantly 
he  had  tried  defence  in  torpedo  seized  and  bastinadoed.  After 
warfare,  he  himself  being  on  board  this,  and  when  one  or  two  other 
the  defending  ship,  that  he  had  examples  had  been  made,  one 
found  that  the  torpedo-boats  so  might  have  imagined  Batoum  a 
easily  discovered  his  vessel  in .  the  city  of  the  dead  during  the  night, 
darkest  nights,  that,  had  it  been  The  shape  of  the  harbour  is  shown 
real  warfare,  she  would  have  been  by  the  plan.  From  the  spit  of 
sunk  or  destroyed.  land   marked   A  we  improvised  % 

Now  if  a  man  tries  to  find  a  breakwater,  consisting  of  such  trees 
thing  in  the  dark  in  his  own  bed-  and  s^rs  as  we  could  lay  our  hands 
room,  he  can  easily  find  it ;  but  if  on.  These  trees  and  spars  were 
he  goes  into  another  man's  bed-  anchored  in  a  line  verging  towards 
room,  it  will  puzzle  him  vastly  to  the  beach  at  a  point  called  B.  To 
put  his  hands  upon  what  he  wants,  these  trees  were  nailed  numbers  of 
I  make  this  comparison  because  I  thin  planks  abreast  straight  down 
imagine  that  the  attacking  torpedo-  into  the  water — so  making,  as  it 
boats  referred  to  by  this  gallant  were,  a  wall  of  planks  about  12 
officer  came  from  the  immediate  feet  deep.  The  proof  of  their 
neighbourhood,  and  knew  pretty  efficacy  was  shown  one  morning 
well  where  the  object  of  their  at-  by  our  finding  a  hole  in  the  planks, 
tack  was  lying — knew  the  bearings  and  a  torpedo  diverged  from  its 
and  distance  before  they  started  to  course  lying  on  the  beach  at 
attack  her,  and  thus  had  very  little  the  point  marked  C.  This  tor- 
difficulty  in  finding  their  way.  pedo  had  not  exploded,  and,  when 
The  attacks  by  the  Russian  ships  discovered  by  the  guard-boats,  was 
on  the  Turkish  squadrons  were  surrounded  by  gaping  inhabitants 
generally  made  from  vessels  com-  who,  in  their  astonishment,  looked 
ing  from  ports  200  to  300  miles  off,  upon  this  unusual  apparition  as  if 
and  which,  on  a  pitch-dark  night  it  were  a  huge  fish  still  alive  and 
had  to  find  a  harbour  where  there  moving  his  tail — that  tail  being, 
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in  fact,  the  screw,  which  wm  still 
in  motion.  This  proved  that,  as 
we  had  anticipatea,  the  direction 
of  the  torpedo  had  been  changed 
on  coming  into  contact  with  the 
planks;  and  instead  of  going  among 
the  ships  at  anchor,  as  was  in- 
tended,  it  had  gone  ashore.  I  think 
this  experience  exceedingly  inter- 
esting, as  it  shows  that  very  little 
will  turn  the  direction  of  a  fish- 
torpedo. 

On  several  other  occasions  at- 
tacks were  made  by  torpedo-boats 
on  the  ships  in  the  port  of  Batoum, 
without  any  result,  beyond  a  loss 
to  the  Russians  of  three  or  four 
torpedoes,  which  were  landed  on 
different  parts  of  the  beach,  near 
to  which  the  Turkish  men-of-war 
were  lying  at  anchor.  Some  of 
these  torpedoes  were  in  such  a  state 
of  perfection,  that  Mr  Whitehead 
the  inventor,  knowing  that  we  had 
by  their  capture  become  the  pos- 
sessor of  his  secret,  made  a  special 
contract  with  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, whereby  he  was  bound  to  give 
twenty-five  torpedoes  at  cost  price, 
and  wherein  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Ottoman  Admiralty   were   to  pay 


nothing  for  the  secret  (for  whiflii 
other  ^Governments  w^  paying 
from  £18,000  to  £16,000)80  long 
as  they  kq[>t  it. 

I  shall  now  mention  a  curioitti 
inoident  which  happened  to  aTmlE- 
iah  squadron  lying  at  anohor  and 
protected  hj  snuurd-boala,  plaoad 
somewhat  m  vie  manner  I  have 
already  described.  I  wish  my 
readers  always  to  remember  thsi 
the  appliances  against  torpedoea 
in  the  Turkish  fleet  were  of 
the  simplest  possible  description. 
The  squadron  consisted  of  five 
vessels,  which  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  cruising  every  night  to 
avoid  torpedo  attack.  On  this 
occasion  they  had,  in  consequence 
of  the  bad  weather,  returned 
to  their  anchorage.  A  Ruaaiaa 
vsssel,  carrying  five  torpedo-boats 
in  tow,  start^  from  Odessa  to 
hunt  for  the  Turkish  squadron, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  cruiring 
off  Serpent  Island,  about  80  miles 
from  Odessa.  The  Muscovites 
were  unable  to  find  their  enemj, 
and  I  don't  wonder  at  it,  for  even 
had  thev  been  cruising  off  that 
night,  the    Ottoman    ships   used 
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smokeless  coal,  sailing  in  open  ing  young  officer  was  Patskin  ;  and 
order  for  safety  against  collisions,  his  cool  courage  was  very  amusing, 
and  without  showing  any  lights,  for  when  brought  before  the  com- 
The  Russian  vessel  with  the  tor-  manding  officer  of  the  Turkish 
pedo-boats  being  disappointed  in  squadron  in  a  half-drowned  condi- 
finding  what  she  wanted  at  sea,  tion,  he  could  only  exclaim,  in 
proceeded  to  the  usual  place  of  excellent  English,  "  Why  the  devil 
anchorage  of  the  Turkish  scjua-  didn't  I  blow  up  that  ship  !  " 
dron  on  Soulina  mouth.  Find-  He  was  asked  if  he  had  any 
ing  the  weather  bad,  the  com-  idea  what  had  stopped  him,  and 
mander  thought  that  it  was  best  it  was  suggested  to  him  that  a  rope 
not  to  attack  ;  but  it  appears  that  between  the  guard-boats  might 
one  of  the  torpedo-boats,  in  dis-  have  fouled  his  screw, 
obedience  of  orders,  made  a  dash  "  Something  of  that  sort  must 
at  the  Turkish  squadron.  This  have  happened,"  he  answered, 
particular  boat  was  armed  with  "  But  why  the  devil  didn't  I  blow 
the  Pole  torpedo.  The  officer  in  up  that  ship  ! " 
command  made  a  gallant  charge  at  The  poor  fellow  seemed  to  have 
the  first  Turkish  vessel  he  could  no  thought  regarding  the  sad 
discern  through  the  darkness.  As  plight  he  was  in  :  he  only  grieved 
he  approached  her,  he  found  that  for  not  having  succeeded  in  carry- 
something  all  of  a  sudden  stopped  ins  out  his  object, 
his  way  ;  he  saw  several  black  He  explained  to  me  that  the 
objects  approaching  him.  Noth-  other  torpedo-boats  which  started 
ing  daunted,  he  struggled  to  get  with  him  were  all  armed  with  the 
alongside  the  vessel  under  her  Whitehead  torpedo,  but  that  it  teas 
bows.  Finding  that  he  could  not  impossible  to  use  it  in  bad  weather. 
succeed  in  gettmg  quite  close,  he,  The  Pole  torpedo  might  have  done 
in  despair,  discharged  his  torpedo,  the  deed  he  was  so  anxious  to  per- 
but  without  doing  any  harm  what-  form,and  with  it  he  might  have  sue- 
ever  to  the  Turkish  ship  at  which  ceeded  in  "blowing  up  that  ship." 
he  directed  it.  Scarcely  had  he  He  was  too  plucky  a  fellow  to  be 
done  so  when  (as  he  described  his  allowed  to  go  back  to  the  enemy, 
own  sensations  afterwards)  he  so  we  kept  him  a  prisoner  till  the 
found  himself  in  the  water  with-  conclusion  of  the  war  :  and  I  only 
out  knowing  by  what  process  he  hoped  that,  for  its  own  sake,  the 
had  got  there,  or  how  in  the  world  Russian  Admiralty  did  not  lose 
it  had  all  happened — the  real  sight  of  such  a  dashing  and  deter- 
facts  being  that  tne  black  objects  mined  officer, 
he  saw  were  the  guard-boats,  which  While  writing  on  incidents  of 
were  being  drawn  closer  and  closer  the  war,  I  will  mention  another 
to  him  by  the  ropes  that  con-  interesting  occurrence.  A  Turk- 
nected  them  together,  which  ropes  ish  ironclad  was  lying  off  Sou- 
fouling  his  screw  had  been  the  koum  Kali.  That  place  being  an 
cause  of  the  disaster.  His  boat  open  roadstead,  she  was  very  much 
was  capsized  and  went  to  the  exposed,  and  an  excellent  objectf or 
bottom, whither  he  would  have  gone  torpedo  attack.  A  fast  Kussian 
too  if  he  had  not  been  fished  out  cruiser  was  always  hovering  about, 
by  the  crew  of  one  of  the  Turkish  but  the  cordon  of  guard-boats  con- 
guard-boats  and  taken  prisoner,  nected  by  ropes  prevented  her  tor. 
The  greater  part  of  his  crew  were  pedo-boatfrommakinganyattempt» 
drowned.     The  name  of  this  dar-  This  torpedo-boat  was  armed  with 
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a  Harvey  torpedo.  One  night  the  hands  on  board  the  attacked 
there  was  to  have  been  an  eclipse  ship  are  asleep.  I  would  rather 
of  the  moon.  Now  there  is  a  saper-  trust  to  the  Pole  than  to  the  Bar- 
stition  among  orientals  regaroing  vey  torpedo,  though  I  do  not  think 
an  eclipse,  which  caused  the  look*  that  either  of  them  counts  for  much 
out  to  be  somewhat  relaxed,  and  when  a  sharp  look-out  is  kept.  In 
the  guard-boa^s  to  be  withdrawn,  my  opinion  the  most  useful  tor* 
and  nearer  the  man-of-war  than  pedo  is  a  fixed  one,  fired  either  by 
they  should  have  been — in  fact,  I  contact  or  by  electric  batteries  at 
fear  they  had  gone  quite  along-  a  distance,  especially  when  they 
side,  thinking  more  of  the  myste-  are  used  in  aefence  of  the  ap- 
rious  eclipse  than  of  their  active  preaches  to  forts,  the  entrances  of 
enemy.  harbours,  of  estuaries,  Ac  Ac- 
As  the  eclipse  only  lasted  for  cording  to  general  opinion,  the 
about  a  couple  of  hours,  the  perfected  Wnitehead  or  Swartz- 
steamer  carrymg  the  torpedo-boat  koff  torpedo  is  the  only  weapon 
must  have  been  near  in  the  offing,  for  active  service  at  sea.  Let 
and  should  have  been  seen ;  al-  us  examine  how  they  can  best 
though  I  found,  on  inquiry,  that  the  be  utilised.  My  opinion  is  that 
system  of  no  lights  and  no  smoke  for  attack  they  are  of  very 
was  carried  out  in  the  strictest  doubtful  efficacy.  I  remember  on 
sense  by  the  Russian  torpedo-  one  occasion  I  followed  in  a 
carrying  vessel.  However  ^  this  very  fast  frigate  (my  flag^ship) 
may  be,  half  an  hour  after  the  the  Emperor  of  Russia's  yacnt 
moon  was  eclipsed  the  attack  was  Livadia  too  near  to  the  fire  of  the 
made  by  a  boat  carrying  a  Harvey  forts  of  SebastopoL  I  say  too  near, 
torpedo.  This  boat  succeeded  in  because  I  drew  on  my  ship  such  a 
getting  80  near  that  she  was  able  fire,  that,  had  I  not  *^  cleared  pretty 
to  make  the  circuit  necessary  for  quickly  out  of  that,**  I  should  not 
firing  her  torpedo,  and,  though  have  been  here  to-day  to  tell  the 
attacked  by  the  guard-boats,  fired  story.  Since  the  war,  a  Russian 
it  within  ten  feet  of  the  Turkish  naval  officer,  whose  name  was  Cap- 
ship.  A  great  explosion  and  much  tain  Makaroff,  A.D.C.  to  JI.M.  the 
smoke  was  the  result.  The  lookers-  Emperor  of  Russia,  told  me  that 
on  on  shore  telegraphed  to  Sebasto-  he  had  under  his  command  seven 
pel  that  they  saw  the  vessel  sink,  torpedo-boats,  with  which  he  vol- 
llowever,  so  far  from  that  being  unteered  to  go  out — in  the  day- 
the  case,  I  found,  on  visiting  her  time  it  must  be  remembered — 
two  or  three  days  afterwards,  and  attack  me.  We  discussed 
that,  excent  for  a  slight  mark  at  some  length  the  probable  re- 
on  her  side  close  to  the  water's  suit,  and  I  think  that  even  he 
edge,  no  damage  was  done.  On  admitted  that  he  could  have  done 
the  vessel's  return  to  Constanti-  nothing.  Here  is  my  view  and 
nople  she  was  put  into  dock,  when  argument.  I  said  to  him,  "  When 
it  was  found  that  she  had  been  very  I  saw  you  and  your  torpedo-boats 
slightly  dauTagcd  ;  in  fact  it  was  coming  out,  I  should  have  run 
not  necessary  to  change  any  of  her  away.  Now  1  could  go  thirteen 
outside  plates.  I  think  that  the  or  fourteen  knots.  You  could 
roancDuvres  necessary  to  make  the  steam  about  nineteen.  Thus  your 
Harvey  toq)edo  efficacious  render  speed  following  me  would  nave 
it  a  weapon  on  which  little  or  no  been  about  five  knots — ^no  great. 
reliance  can  be  placed,  unless  all  speed  at  which  to  approach  a  vessel 


744                                     The  Torpedo  Scare,  [June 

armed  to  the  teeth  with  Norden-  namely,  under  the  bottom  of  the 

feldt  guns — guns  eii  barbette  firing  ship,    where  the    protecting    net 

grape,   shrapnel,   <fec.     I  am  con-  would   have  no   power.     But  the 

vinced   that  we  should    have    de-  torpedo,  of  whatever  description^ 

stroyed  all  the  torpedo-boats  ;  and  is  generally  carried  in  a  boat,  and 

this,  I  believe,  would  be  the  fate  if  you  can  manaee  to  catch  or  de- 

of  any   day- attack   attempted   by  stroy  the  boat,  there  is  an  end  of 

them."  the  matter. 

"  Well,  then,"  said   mv  frieiid.  Now  with  regard  to  the  power 

^'I  should  have  followed  and  at-  of  torpedoes  for  attacking  purposes, 

tacked  you  during  the  night."  I  hear  it  said  that  during  a  naval 

''  There  again,"  I  said,  ''  I  think  engagement  torpedoes  can  be  uti- 
that  you  would  have  failed,  because  Used  to  a  verv  great  extent.  In 
if  you  had  been  in  range  of  my  this  I  am  inclined  to  agree.  If 
small  guns  as  well  as  of  shell,  say  torpedoes  can  accompany  squad- 
at  about  3000  yards,  before  dark  I  rons  and  act  independently  either 
should  have  destroyed  you.  After  against  disabled  ships  or  even 
dark  I  should  have  changed  my  against  ships  which  might  be  ap- 
oourse,  and  how  would  you  have  preached  unperceived,  there  can 
found  me  ?  However,  supposing  be  no  doubt  that  they  would  play 
that  I  had  stopped  in  the  night  an  important  part  in  a  naval  en- 
and  put  down  my  defences,  wHat  garment.  But  the  difficulty  seems 
oould  you  have  done  !  I  don't  think  to  be  their  remaining  constantly  at 
that  a  ship  can  be  seen  so  as  to  be  sea  in  company  with  a  fleet.  The 
fired  at  a  distance  of  more  than  400  French  already  are  drilling  their 
yards  on  a  dark  night,  and  a  moving  torpedo-boats  to  accompany  a  sea- 
ship  would  be  a  still  more  difficult  going  sauadron  ;  but  I  have  a  sos- 
mark.  If  a  torpedo-boat  came  picion  that,  for  different  reasoniiy 
nearer  than  400  yards,  she  would  these  boats  are  constantly  obliged 
have  been  caught  by  the  line  of  to  return  to  port.  It  must  be  re- 
defence,  should  I  have  thought  it  membered  that  a  torpedo-boat  is 
prudent  to  stop."  On  this  point  built  of  the  lightest  material,  and 
we  had  a  long  and  somewhat  warm  is  of  the  finest  workmanship.  Very 
discussion,'  which  ended — at  least  little  would  therefore  tend  to  put 
I  flattered  myself  it  did — in  the  her  out  of  order.  I  have  seen  a 
Russian  officers  remarking  that  torpedo-boat  before  a  gale,  in  a 
really  he  thought,  after  all,  that  he  gale,  and  after  a  gale,  at  sea  ;  and 
ooula  have  done  nothing.  although  I  should  be  sorry  to  dis- 

I  find  that  naval  men  have,  as  a  courage  those  who  have  put  faith 

rule,  great  confidence  in  a  system  in  her  capacity  as  a  sea-boat,  still 

of  defence  against  torpedoes  by  I  must  say  that  in  the  last  state  the 

means  of  nets,  and  I  understand  boat  represented  a  very  dilapidated 

that  the  ingenuity  of  the  aee  has  appearance. 

invented  a  plan  enabling  a  ship  to  Although   it  is  the  fashion  for 

steam  seven  or  eight  knots  without  ironclads  to  be  fitted  so  as  they  can 

anyinconvenience  from  this  modern  launch  their  own  torpedoes,  I  do 

crinoline.     For  my  part,  I  do  not  not  think  that  they  would  be  able 

ignore  the  utility  of  this  system  for  to  do  so  with  efficiency,  for  several 

want  of  a  better  ;    but  I  hear  ru-  reasons — the  first  being,  that  a  tor* 

mours  of  torpedoes  which  will  he  pedo  is  never  sure  of  beinff  fired 

able  to  attack  ships  at  a  point  that  with  accuracy  when  projected  from 

cannot  be  protected  by  this  plan —  a  height  greater  than  two  or  three 
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feet  above  the  water.  Id  fact  it  has  sponsible  captains,  who  would  be 

been  proved  that  to  obtain  the  so-  capable  of  forming  an  opinion  as 

called  accuracy  at  which  they  pro-  to  the  time  when  they  snould  be 

fess  to  have  arrived,  the  torpedo  ntilised. 

must  be  fixed  as  close  as  possible  Now  one  word  about  offensiTe 
to  the  water's  edge,  and  in  the  torpedo  warfare.  Torpedo-boats 
boats  now  in  construction  the  most  could  be  sent  from  blockading 
important  element  is  the  close  squadrons  into  an  enemy's  port, 
proximity  to  the  water  in  which  and  if  the  enemy's  ships  were  un- 
the  tubes  are  placed.  I  myself  prepared,  could  do,  no  doubt,  a 
have  seen  torpedoes  fired  from  a  vast  amount  of  injury.  Further 
ship's  broadside,  and  although  on  than  this,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive 
one  or  two  occasions  they  have  how  they  can  be  utilised, 
been  launched  with  considerable  I  have  ventured  in  this  paper 
accuracy,  I  have  seen  one  of  them  to  throw  some  doubt  upon  the 
immediately  after  its  submersion  great  efficacy  of  the  so-called  fish- 
fiy  straight  up  in  the  air  and  torpedo,  inasmuch  as  I  think  Ha 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  ship  danger  can  be  averted.  I  will  now 
from  which  it  had  been  fired  ;  so  turn  to  other  torpedo  inventioos, 
I  think  that  little  confidence  can  which  I  think,  when  perfected, 
be  placed,  at  present,  in  the  effi-  will  prove  better  adapted  to  nayal 
cacy  of  torpedoes  fired  from  ship's  warfare.  It  must  be  remembered 
batteries.  that  the  orignn  of  the  torpedo  was 
There  is  another  essential  point  in  America  during  the  great  war 
as  regards  the  efficacy  of  sea-going  between  the  North  and  South. 
torp^oes  during  a  naval  engage-  The  torpedo  used,  although  at  tha;t 
ment.  A  torpedo-boat  might  in  time  in  its  infancy,  provea  itself  to 
the  mtlee  mistake  a  friend  for  an  be  a  most  deadly  weapon  of  de- 
enemy.  A^in,  let  us  suppose  fence.  Placed  at  the  months  of 
that  two  ships  are  hotly  engaged,  great  rivers,  in  the  rivers  tbem- 
and  that  one  of  them  succeeds  in  selves,  and  in  shoal-water,  wher* 
capturing  the  other.  If  the  ever  an  enemy  was  likely  to  be 
conquering  ship  neglects  to  iioist  cruising,  it  did  good  service  on 
on  her  prize  tue  flag  of  her  na-  many  occasions.  I  think  I  am 
tion,  a  torpedo-boat  coming  from  right  when  I  say  that  more  than 
a  distance,  and  belonging  to  the  fifteen  vessels  were  destroyed  by 
captor^s  nationality,  is  as  likely  as  torpedoes  durine  the  time  that  the 
not  to  blow  the  prize  up.  This  war  lasted.  This  torpedo  was, 
may  be  rather  far-fetched,  but  with  some  very  rare  exceptions, 
more  unlikely  things  have  really  used  as  a  mine  placed  either  float- 
happened  in  naval  warfare.  Com-  ing,  or  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  or 
ing  naval  engagements  will  be  soon  river,  and  several  vessels  were 
decided, — the  time  would  be  too  thus  destroyed  while  passing  over 
short  and  the  confusion  too  great  these  snares.  More  than  one  case  of 
to  allow  of  any  accurate  action  on  conspicuous  daring  on  the  part  of 
the  part  of  torpedo-boats.     Inde-  the  oouthem  naval  officers  occurred 

?endentaction  would  be  dangerous,  during  the  war,  while  using  most 
should  suergest  that  torpedo-boats  effectively  what  is  called  the  cigar 
of  a  smaller  class  that  can  be  torpedo-boat.  This  was  a  craft 
hoisted  up  should  be  carried  on  which,  when  in  motion,  was  entire- 
board  men-of-war.  These  could  be  ly  immersed,  except  the  top  of  die 
used    or    not    as  required,  by  re-  uinnel,  and  might  almost  be  called 
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a  submarine  torpedo.     I  remember  boat     is  already  invented  by  Mr 

on  one  occasionauring  thewar, wlien  Nordenf eldt. 

I  was  at  Charleston,  meeting  in  a  Tn  regard  to  the  fixed  torpedoes 
coffee-room  at  that  place  a  young  I  have  already  referred  to,  the 
naval  officer  (a  Southerner),  with  admiral  commanding  the  Anieri- 
whom  I  got  into  conversation.  He  can  squadron  told  me  that  on 
told  me  that  that  night  he  was  one  occasion  he  was  steaming  in 
going  to  sink  a  Northern  man-of-  line,  his  fiag-ship  being  second  in 
war  which  was  blockading  the  port  the  order  of  sailing,  when  sud- 
and  invited  me  to  see  him  off.  I  denly  the  ship  ahead  of  them  dis- 
accompanied  him  down  to  his  cigar-  appeared  altogether,  having  struck 
boat,  as  he  called  it,  and  found  on  a  mine;  and  that  he  found  these 
that  she  was  a  vessel  about  forty  mines  the  most  deadly  enemies  to 
feet  long,  shaped  like  a  cigar,  on  deal  with, especially  when  the  water 
the  bow  of  which  was  placed  a  was  not  very  deep.  I  have  seen  a 
torpedo.  On  his  stepping  on  board  clever  invention  ofColonelLey  tried 
with  his  crew  of  four  men,  his  boat  at  Constantinople.  This  invention 
was  immersed  till  nothing  but  a  which  is  now  being  put  into  shape 
small  piece  of  funnel  was  visible,  by  Mr  Nordenfeldt,  struck  me  as 
He  moved  off  into  the  darkness  being  the  weapon  of  the  future,  if 
at  no  great  speed — say  at  about  the  present  somewhat  serious  de- 
live  miles  an  hour.  The  next  feet — namely,  its  want  of  s])eed 
evening,  on  visiting  the  coffee-  and  immersion — could  be  overcome, 
house,  I  found  my  friend  sitting  When  I  saw  it  tried,  it  was  steer- 
quietly  smoking  his  pipe.  He  ed  by  electricity,  and  went  very 
told  me  that  he  had  succeded  in  straight  for  more  than  a  mile, 
making  a  hole  in  the  frigate  which  But  it  was  too  visible  in  the  water, 
he  had  attacked,  which  vessel  and  only  obtained  about  nine  knots^ 
could,  in  fact,  be  seen  lying  in  speed,  and  thus,  I  think,  would 
shallow  water,  some  seven  miles  have  been  easily  destroved  in  the 
off,  careened  over  to  repair  dam-  daytime.  However,  1  am  given 
ages.  But  he  said  that,  on  the  to  understand  that  Mr  Norden- 
concussion  made  by  firing  the  tor-  feldt  has  partially,  if  not  entirely, 
pedo,  the  water  had  rushed  in  overcome  the  above-named  defects, 
through  the  hatches  of  his  boat.  If  so,  he  has  a  good  chance  of  taking 
and  she  had  sunk  to  the  bottom,  a  lead  in  torpedo-manufacture,  as 
All  his  men  were  drowned.  He  he  does  now  in  machine-guns, 
said  that  he  didn^t  know  how  he  General  Berdan  also  promises  great 
escaped  himself,  but  he  fancied  things  in  torpedoes.  If  he  can  do 
that  he  came  up  through  the  what  he  professes,  he  will  cut 
hatches,as  he  found  himself  floating  every  one  out  ;  for  he  undertakes 
about,  and  swam  on  shore.  This  to  give  speed,  distance,  safety 
affair  was  officially  reported  by  the  against  nets  and  other  obstacles, 
American  blockading  squadron,  easy  steering  powers,  certainty  of 
corroborating  the  fact  of  the  in-  direction,  Ac  I  wish  him  well^ 
jury  done  to  the  frigate,  and  stat-  but  he  has  been  a  very  lone  time 
ing  that  the  torpedo-boat  was  got  about  it,  and  so  far  his  trials  have 
up,  with  four  dead  bodies  in  her  shown  few  satisfactory  results, 
hold.  Here  is  one  system  which  Now  in  this  paper  I  have  spoken 
might  be  utilised  in  naval  warfare  of  the  fish  or  Whitehead  torpedo, 
if  perfected,  and  I  am  given  to  un-  the  Harvey,  the  Pole,  the  fixed 
derstand  that  a  submanne  torpedo-  or  mine  torpedo,  the  Ley  or  Nor- 
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denfeldt,  the  oigar-boat  and  the  inoreafsedy  these  yessels  woold  be 
Berdan.  I  have  no  doubt  that  aemceable  oraft :  bat  so  long  aa 
there  are  other  inyentions,  beoanse  400  yards  is  the  mazimnm  dis- 
the  fact  remains  that  the  tor-  tance,  they  would,  unless  attack* 
pedo  is  not  perfect— ruo,  not  by  ing  a  oraft  of  their  own  size,  be 
any  means.  When  it  is  so,  we  liable  to  be  knocked  to  piecea 
had  better  act  like  the  'coon  up  a  before  they  could  get  within  tor- 
tree  in  America,  who  says  to  the  pedo-range  of  the  enemy  ;  and  it 
sportsman,  whom  he  knows  to  be  must  be  remembered  that  they 
a  dead  shot,  <<  Don't  shoot— I'll  would  be  a  much  larger  target 
come  down  ;  -'  for  war  would  then  than  the  torpedo-boats, 
be  too  awful.  One  word  more.    I  would  ask 

As  the  torpedo  scare  may  extend  my  naval  friends  how  they  would 
to  merchant- vessels,  I  will  say  a  few  judjj^e  distance  at  night  when  firing 
words  of  consolation  on  that  head,  their  topedoes,  and  how  they  pro* 
A  merchant-vessel  need  not  fear  pose  to  approach  ships  guarded 
the  topedo-cruiser,  because  if  the  with  nets  and  boats  ?  jRemen^ber^ 
vessel  carrying  the  boats  which  also,  that  ships  can  cruise  with 
launch  that  nasty  weapon  can  get  their  nets  down.  The  fact  is,  that 
near  enough  for  them  to  use  it,  she  what  frightens  people  is  the  ffreat 
will  be  near  enough  to  go  alongside,  speed  at  which  they  see  the  devil- 
for  the  captnreof  valuaole  property  ish-looking  torpedo-boat  dashingby 
is  of  more  importance  than  its  de-  them.  They  ao  not  take  into  con- 
struction. Moreover,  it  would  be  sideration  the  damage  that  great 
useless  to  send  out  torpedo-boats  speed  would  cause  to  the  topedo- 
alone  to  look  for  prizes.  Where  boat  itself ,  in  the  event  of  its  nieet- 
could  they  be  sent  from  ?  Where  ing  any  obstacle,  or  being  obliged 
would  they  ^et  coals  ?  And  what  to  stop  suddenly.  For  example,  Sr 
would  they  do  with  the  prizes  after  curious  case  occurred  lately  on  this- 
they  had  taken  them?  Tney  cannot  coast.  A  torpedo-boat  was  obii^^ 
carry  prize-crews;  and  to  destroy  a  to  stop  suddenly,  the  result  being 
vessel  for  the  sake  of  destruction  that  her  machinery  came  to  utter 
would  be  a  wanton  act,  which  grief,  and  three  men  were  killed 
would  be  universally  condemned,  by  the  fires  being  thrown  out  of 
Besides,  a  torpedo  is  a  very  expen-  the  furnaces  and  on  to  them  ;  and 
sive  article  to  throw  away  for  the  I  repeat  that  a  boat  fouling  a  wire- 
sake  of  destroying  an  enemy's  mer-  rope  was  capsized  and  sunk,through 
chant-vessel.  So  I  think  that  the  the  sudden  check  of  the  great  im* 
captains  and  crews  of  merchant-  petus  through  the  water.  Takinp^ 
vessels  may  breathe  freely  as  far  as  into  consideration  all  the  experi- 
torpedoes  are  concerned.  It  is  in-  emces  that  I  have  narrated  in  this 
tended,  I  understand,  to  use  tor-  paper,  I  think  that  I  am  justified 
pedoes  on  board  regular  sea-going  m  saying  that  fish-torpedo  warfare 
vessels  of  from  300  to  400  tons,  is  to  a  great  extent  a  bugbear,  and 
This  seems  to  me  to  be  a  prac-  though  not  to  be  entirely  despised^ 
ticable  idea  ;  and  should  the  dis-  may  be  designed  as  the  "  navaL 
tance   a   torpedo   can  be  fired  be    scare  of  the  day." 
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FORTUNE'S  WHEEL.— PART  III. 

CHAPTER   VIII. — A   MEETING    AT   THE   GROSS-TRACKS. 

Whex  Jack  Yenables  spoke  of  influenced  by  consideration  of  cir- 

standing  in   hesitation    at    cross-  cumstances    on   the  spar    of    the 

ways  on  the  road  of  life,  he  did  not  moment,  or  possibly  by  the  chapter 

-carry   the  metaphor  quite  so  far  of  accidents.     But  he  had  resolved 

as  he  might  have  done.     Were  we  to  embark  on  one  of  the  Highland 

favoured  by  the  sight  of  a  sketch-  coasting  steamers  at    Port  Sliga- 

map   of    our    track    through   the  chan,  simply  because  he  liked  the 

world,   we  should   see   that   there  idea  of  a  sea- voyage, 

were  side-paths  perpetually  branch-  The   very  day  he   settled    that 

ing  off,  which  to   all   appearance  impromptu  plan,  a  gentleman  of 

we  might  just  as   probsibly   have  sympathetic  nature,  though,  as  the 

followed  to  our  misfortune  or  our  Americans  say,  an  entire  stranger 

signal  advantage.     While  in   any  to  him,  came  to  a  similar  deoision 

general  biographical   chart,   illus-  in   the  Isle  of   Skye.     The   Hon- 

trating  the  career  of  sundry  indi-  curable  Wilfred   Winstanley  had 

viduals,  we  should  see  the   paths  all    his    life    been    addicted    to 

of  others  striking   into   our   own  impulses,  though  he  nevertheless 

by  the  most  unexpected  turns  at  had  made  his  way  in  the   world 

the  least  likely  places  ;    so  that  very  successfully.      One  night  he 

two  men  thrown  together  by  acci-  had    gone    to   bed    in  the     state 

dent  or  Providence  shall  thereafter  chamber  of  Castle  Somerled  in  a 

walk  on  together  side  by  side,  or  less  serene  frame  of  mind  than  was 

possibly  even  arm  in  arm.  usual  with  him.       For   the  most 

As  he  fancied,  it   was  nothing  part  he  was  good-nature  itself,  as 

more  than  a  caprice  which  decided  a    man    ought  to    be    on    whom 

Mr  Yenables  to  go  south  by  sea,  fortune  had   smiled  very  steadily, 

instead  of  establishing  communica-  His  host's  Lafitte  had  tasted  sour  ; 

tions  with  the  Southern  Express  at  there  had  been  no  savour  in  the 

Perth.     As    he   remarked  to  his  entries ;  he  had  been  vexed  to  find 

uncle,   whom    he    still   politically  himself  '^  doggish  and  snappish,** 

took  into  his  confidence,  "  I  may  as  a  worthy  Quaker  used  to  remark 

as  well  think  matters  quietly  over,  in  his  diary.     Altogether,   when 

before  having  a  serious  talk  with  he  took  his  "bedroom  candle  to  go 

my  father  :  it  will  be  better  that  up-stairs  he  felt  strangely  oat  of 

I  have  something  cut  and  dry  to  sorts,  and  he  went  to  bea  to  toss 

suggest."  and  tumble  under    the  blankets, 

Moray,  of  course,  made  no  objec-  Towards  the  small  hours  his  sensa* 

tion  :  the  route  by  which  his  young  tions  gave  shape  to  his  suspicions, 

friend  might  travel  was  a  matter  and  he  turned  out  of  bed  into  the 

of  perfect  indifference  to  him.    As  dawn  to  confirm  these, 

for  Jack,  he  knew  himself  too  well  ''  Grout,  by  Jove  !    I  thouf^ht  as 

to  imagine  that  he  could  ever  think  much,"  was  his  rueful  verdiot,  as 

when  he  wished  to  think.      With  gazed  on  a  swelling  toe  that  blushed 

his     mercurial     disposition      and  under   his    anxious    examination. 

nervous  temperament,  he  put  far  "  Gout,  by  Jove  I  and  Fll  be  boond 

more  faith  in  quick    inspirations,  Willis  has  brought  no  oolchioiim. 
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It's  true  that  I  have  not  had  an  So  his  lordship  did  what    the- 

attack  for  a  couple  of  years.    Just  valet  did  not  venture  on.    He  pre- 

like  my  luck,''  he  added,  with  the  samed  on  a  long  acquaintance  so 

fractious  injustice    of    a    spoiled  far  as  to  shrug  his  shoulders  openly^ 

child,  "  it's  choosing  to  lay  hold  of  and  ordered  the  carriage  to  driy^- 

me  in  this  heaven-forsaken  Patmos,  Mr  Winstanley  to  the  harbour, 

where  the  doctors  are  sure  to  smell  To    do    Mr    Winstanley    bare 

of  spirits  and  peat-smoke,  and  their  justice,    however   precipitate    hit 

drugs  can't  be  worth  the  bottles  impulses,  he  acted  upon  them  with 

they  put  them  in.    Well,  if  I  am  to  rare  determination.    Even  to  him- 

be  ill,  I'll  be  ill  in  Berkley  Sauare,  self  he  would  have  been  loath  X» 

— always  supposing  I  don't  oreak  acknowledge  that,  '^not  to  put  too 

down  in  making  a  bolt  for  it."  fine  a  point  on  it,"  he  had  made  a 

And  when  Willis  appeared  with  fool  of  himself.    Yet  we  wOl  not 

his  master's  hot  water,  he  received  undertake  to  say  that  he  had  not 

orders  to  make    inquiries    as    to  some    searchings  of  heart,  wheii< 

steamers,  but  to  pack  immediately  he  hobbled  on  his  sounder  foot 

in  any  case.  across    the  greasy  decks  of   the- 

''  Snould  no  steamer  be  expected  CuchuUin.     We  could  almost  avor 

to-day,  you  will  ^o  and  bargain  for  that  when  he  was  assisted  down 

a  tug,  or  something  of  that  kind."  the  battered  brass-bound  steps  of 

And  Willis,  who  had  been  broken  the    dark    companion,    and    had. 

to  passive  obedience,  and  who  had  stumbled   into  uie   gloom  of  hi» 

long  before  ceased  to  be  surprised  strong-smelling    little    cabin,    be 

at  anything,  if  he  shrugged   his  wafted   a  sigh  of  soft  regret  to- 

shoulders  metaphorically,    simply  wards  the  comfortable  quarters  he 

answered  with  a  '^  Yes,  sir."  had  precipitately  quitted.    If  ho 

As  it  happened,  a  cargo-steamer,  suffered,  however,  like  the  impeni- 

carrying  passengers  when  it  could  tent  cardinal,  he  "  made  no  sign  "  ; 

pick  tbera  up,  had  come  the  day  and  suffer  he  certainly  did,  in  Dody 

before  into  the  adjacent  harbour,  if  not  in  spirit.     The  shaking  of  a. 

and    having  received   piompt   de-  carriage  is  far  from  being  a  sove- 

spatcb  from  the  company's  agents,  reign  specific  for  a  sharp  attack  of 

was  prepared  to  weigh  anchor  in  goui   that  has  quickly  developed 

the  forenoon.     Lord  Soraerled,  Mr  itself.     If    we    were    to    give    a 

Winstanley's  noble  hose,  protested  non-professional  diagnosis  of   his 

vehemently    against   his    friend's  symptoms,  we  should  say  that  he 

departure.      Mr   Winstanley    was  felt  as  if  the  roomy  slipper  he  was- 

profuse  of  apologies,  but  inflexible,  wearing    had     suddenly     become 

It  was  altogether  for  Lord  Somer-  several  sizes  too  small  for  him  ;  as 

led's  sake  that  he  left.     He  had  if  a   cook  had  been   scientifically 

made  a  rule  of  never  being  laid  up  scoring    the    ailing    foot    in    the 

in  a  friend^s  bouse  when  he  could  fashion    in    which    you     prepare 

help  it,  and  it  was  a  rule  he  had  a  spatch  -  cocked   chicken,  suDse- 

never  hitherto  departed  from.  quently   rubbing   in   the   mustard. 

"Nothing  would   tempt  me  to  and  Worcester  sauce,  not  by  any 

victimise  you,  my  dear  fellow.     It  means  forgetting  the  cayenne  ;  ana 

would  be  Hying  in  the  face  of  all  as  if   a  spark   or  two  from    the 

my  principles.     I  hope  I'm  unself-  glowing  kitchen-fire  had  flown  and. 

ish  before  everything,  and  I  know  lodged  themselves  under  the  toe- 

roy  duty  to  my  neighbour  better  nail.     In   such   circumstances   the 

than  that."  Stoic  may  make  no  sign,  but  his- 
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temper  will  not  be  of  the  sweet-  came   aboard,  that  you  had  been 

I'St.  sorter  crippled  already." 

When  his  blinking  eyes  had  The  apology,  such  as  it  was, 
accustomed  themselves  to  the  dim-  came  from  a  lank,  wiry  figure,  in 
ness,  Winstanley  cast  a  discon-  a  tall  stove-pipe  hat,  and  a  suit  of 
solate  glance  around  him.  The  go-to-meeting  garments ;  and  Win- 
low-roofed  cabin  showed  wear  and  Stanley,  although  he  had  been 
tear,  and  the  panels  stood  sorely  repeatedly  in  America,  detested 
in  need  of  repainting.  The  table  Americans  of  a  certain  class.  And 
and  the  seats  in  the  centre  were  assuredly  an  apology  of  some  sort 
fixtures,  and  it  needed  dexterous  was  due,  since  this  particular  citi- 
navigation  to  tread  the  narrow  zen  of  the  States  had  brought  down 
passage  between  them  and  the  his  foot  upon  Mr  Winstanley's 
surrounding  lockers  and  horse-hair  afflicted  member,  making  that  dig- 
sof  as  ;  while  a  man  over  the  middle  nified  gentleman  pirouette  on  one 
height,  unless  he  stooped  his  head,  leg,  with  his  hand  on  his  servant's 
must  infallibly  bump  it  against  the  shoulder  as  the  pivot  of  the  move- 
blackened  beams  above.  But  Mr  ment.  Hobbling  off  in  rage  and 
Winstanley,  though  he  loved  his  pain,  he  did  not  care  to  prolong 
luxuries,  was  an  old  traveller  :  he  the  conversation  ;  but  the  ejacnla- 
had  been  in  queer  places  and  seen  tion  he  uttered,  when  beyond  ear- 
strange  things  ;  nor  did  he  expect  shot  of  his  assailant,  made  a  Scotch 
in  a  Hebridean  cattle-boat  to  find  minister,  similarly  attired  in  black, 
the  comforts  of  a  Cunard  Liner,  turn  up  his  eyes  in  silent  protes- 
Had  it  not  been  for  that  abomin-  tation.  It  was  seldom  that  Mr 
able  gout,  he  would  have  enjoyed  Winstanley  so  far  forgot  himself, 
the  novel  experience  rather  than  He  hated  the  clergyman  for  that 
otherwise.  And,  the  gout  not-  silent  reproof,  but  he  was  still 
withstanding,  he  merely  made  a  more  annoyed  with  himself  for 
grimace  when  the  shock-headed  having  given  cause  for  it. 
and  courteous  individual  who  offici-  Ere  he  had  forgiven  himself  or 
ated  as  tseward,  in  answer  to  his  regained  his  compoi^ure,  the  vessel 
inquiry  as  to  an  available  berth,  was  under  way.  She  was  a  nar- 
pomted  to  one  of  the  tattered  sofas,  row,  deep-waisted  screw,  indiffer- 

"  Ye  see,  sir,  we're  no  just  that  ently  manned,  and  apparently  much 

weel  provided  with  state-cabins,"  overloaded.     At  least  it  struck  our 

said  the  man  apologetically,  as  if  friend,  who  had  been  at  sea  in  all 

some    half  -  dozen    were     already  manner  of  craft,  that  she  was  down 

engaged,    and  they    would    have  by  the  head  and  thoroughly  out  of 

arranged  to  have  one  or  two  more  trim.     She  carried  a  load  of  sheep 

had    they   expected   this  honour's  and  black  cattle  forward,  besides  a 

arrival.  score  or  two  of  Celts,  who  might  be 

"  If  only  I  have  no  companions  bound  for  the  herring-fishing  ;  and 

in   my  misery,"   murmured    Win-  the  deck  abaft  the  funnel  was  ham- 

stanley,resignedly  ;  and  supporting  pered  with  a  miscellaneous  pile  of 

himself  on  his  valet's  shoulder,  he  mixed  goods,  so  that  her  few  hands 

painfully  regained  the  deck.     But  had  little  room  to  move  about.  "I 

even  that  very  natural  wish  was  hope  we  may  have  fair  weather," 

not  to  be  gratified.  was   his   passing  prayer  ;  but  his 

*^  I  guess,  stranger,  I  must  have  mind  was  chiefiy  preoccupied  with 

done   you  a  mischief,  and  seems,  his   malady,  as  was  only  natural 

judging  from  your  limp  when  you  The     stamp     of    the    American's 
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heav^  boot  was  still  throbbiDg  and  on  a  pleasare- jaunt  to  the  weateni 
thrilling  through  all  his  fevered  metropolis  of  Scotland, 
pulses  ;  and  as  tjbe  green  shores  of  There  is  no  nobler  sight  for  gods 
the  land-locked  bay  seemed  to  slip  or  men  than  '^  a  great  man  strug- 
past  the  stationary  steamer,  he  paid  gling  with  the  storm  of  fate," 
no  sort  of  attention  to  the  scenery.  Cato-like,  the  Honourable  Mr  Win- 
But  as  a  sense  of  soothing  succeeded  stantlv  had  screwed  himself  up  to 
to  acute  torments,  a  change  came  a  pitch  of  philosophy,  where  he  waa 
over  the  spirit  of  his  dreams.  The  not  to  be  lightly  shaken.  He  scaroe- 
American's  violent  remedy  had  ly  flinched,  so  far  as  could  be  seen 
brought  temporary  relief  :  instead  in  the  dusky  twilight  of  the  cabin, 
of  being  worse,  he  felt  decidedly  when  the  American  welcomed  him 
better.  And  in  that  he  saw  a  with  the  cordiality  of  an  old  ao- 
direct  interposition  of  the  Provi-  quaintance,  whose  friendly  offices 
dence  which  had  consistently  be-  had  given  a  claim  on  his  good  wilL 
friended  him  through  his  many  **  Wal,  stranger,"  exclaimed  that 
wanderings.  He  had  prided  him-  really  good  fellow,  with  a  warmth 
self  on  always  making  the  best  of  that  meant  a  hearty  introduction 
mankind  as  he  found  them,  and  to  the  company, — **  wal,  stranger, 
here  was  an  opportunity  of  rising  here  you  are,  all  slicked  up  and 
to  the  occasion — of  coming  out  smoothed  down.  Guess,  when  you 
strong,  like  Mr  Tapley  under  ad-  limped  aft  with  the  broken  balance 
verse  circumstances.  He  would  of  you,  after  I  had  most  cmdicd 
make  the  best  of  the  circumstances,  off  that  gouty  foot  of  youm,  the 
unpromising  as  they  were,  and  bristles  were  up  along  the  baek 
show  himself  more  than  civil  to  like  a  catamount.  That  was  homao 
the  uncongenial  companions  of  his  natur',  and  I  apoligise.  You  re- 
solitude.  An  almost  miraculous  lull  membered  me  ot.old  Jeb  Peabody 
in  his  pains  confirmed  him  in  his  and  Judge  Mason's  bull,  Yov 
manlj  resolutions.  And  when  the  want  to  hear  about  it,  yon  say. 
tinkling  of  a  cracked  bell  announced  Wal,  Jeb  was  ferryman  at  Salem 
the  serving  of  an  earlv  dinner,  he  Flats,  on  the  Chickabody  river, 
almost  felt  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  he  kept  a  liquor-bar,  and  a 
In  fact,  having  merely  broken  his  store  for  general  rations  to  the 
fast  upon  tea  and  toast,  and  being  back  of  that.  All  fired  deaf  he 
a  man  of  active  habits,  and  by  no  was,  ever  since  he  had  been  hoisted 
means,  generally  speaking,  a  gouty  by  mistake,  when  the  boys  forgot 
subject,  the  cravings  of  nature  be-  him,  over  a  blastin'  charge  in  a 
gan  to  assert  themselves.  quartz-mine  down  to  Denver.  He 
He  was  pleased  to  find  the  cabin  could  take  a  power  of  drink  could 
comparatively  well  ventilated.  The  Jeb,  but  he  was  apt  to  get  drowsy 
active  Mr  Willis  had  persuaded  the  over  it  in  a  general  way.  Wal, 
steward  to  open  one  or  two  of  the  one  night  he  was  sitting  nodding 
buU's-eyes  and  admit  a  current  of  behind  his  pipe  in  his  shanty,  when 
air.  Four  gentlemen  had  already  he  hears  somebody  a- tapping  at  the 
taken  their  places  at  a  table  seated  door.  'Come  in,'  says  Jeb,  still 
for  a  dozen  :  there  was  his  Ameri-  sleepy-like.  The  party  on  the 
can  acquaintance  opposite  to  the  wrong  side  of  the  shingles  raps 
minister:  while  the  skipper,  who  again.  '  Come  in,' says  Jeb  again, 
occupied  the  place  of  honour  at  '  or  else,  I  guess,  though  it's  well 
the  top,  was  faced  by  a  sheep-  on  in  the  fall,  you'll  find  it  kinder 
farmer  from  "  misty  Skye,"  bound  warm  when  you  do  come.'     The 
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straDger  outside  seemed  deaf  like  the  whole,  Winstanley,  not  fore- 
Jeb  ;  'peared  he  was  gettin'  riled  seeing  what  was  to  befall  on  the 
with  being  kept  a-waitin',  for  soon  morrow,  deemed  him  the  most 
Jeb  could  hear  him  stampin'  and  agreeable  member  of  the  party, 
cassin'.  *  Wal,'  remarks  Jeb,  with  The  supper,  which  came  off  at 
a  sigh,  *'  if  I  must  get  up  to  open,  nine,  was  more  successful  than  the 
I  must  ;  but  I  guess,  my  friend,  dinner.  After  devouring  every 
ni  make  you  see  stars — some,'  and  thing  indige8tibIe,from  cold  corned- 
he  reaches  out  his  hand  to  his  slip  beef  to  crabs  and  Welsh  rabbit,  the 
of  hickory, — when  all  of  a  sud-  society  settled  down  to  steady 
dint  the  shingles  cave  in,  and  drinking.  The  American,  to  do 
Judge  Mason's  bull  is  in  Jeb  Pea-  him  justice,  having  taken  a  '*  cock- 
body's  weskit.  Jeb  was  a  candid  tail  or  two  "  by  wa^  of  digestive^ 
man,  and  as  he  said  arterwards  stuck  thenceforward  to  aerated 
in  mentioning  the  fact — *  the  way  water.  But  he  talked  nine  to 
I  shouted  and  slipped  out  o'  the  the  dozen,  as  he  chewed  plugs  of 
winder  like  a  greased  streak  o'  light-  golden  Virginia  indefatigably,*  in 
nin',  afore  the  crittur  was  done  deference  to  the  scruples  of  his  new 
prancin'  around,  was  a  caution  to  English  friend,  who  had  strongly 
lied  snakes.'  And  that  was  you,  protested  against  smoking,  ^ot 
stranger,  as  you  hollered  and  made  that  Mr  Winstanley  disliked  a 
tracks ;  and  as  for  me,  like  the  cigar,  but  he  objected  to  suffoca- 
judge's  bull,  I  guess  I  was  too  fur  tion  by  rancid  nicotine, 
taken  aback  to  apologise."  The  minister,  the  sheep-farmer,. 
No  one  seemed  greatly  to  appre-  and  the  skipper  met  on  common 
ciate  the  American's  apologue  or  ground,  or  rather  on  common  spir- 
apology,  which,  considering  there  its-and- water,  over  a  bowl  of  punch 
was  but  an  ounce  or  two  of  the  that  was  brewed  by  the  reverend 
pure  metal  to  some  tons  of  quartz,  gentleman,  afrer  the  soundest  tra- 
was  not  much  to  be  wondered  at.  ditions  of  the  fathers  of  the 
But  Winstanley  felt  more  in  charity  Church. 

towards  him  than  before,  since  he        "  The  stuff    you    brew   at   the 

saw  that  the  transatlantic  gentle-  preachings,"  observed  the  hillman,. 

man  was  well  disposed  to  monopo-  with   a  solemn   wink,   '^  or   when 

lise  the  talk,  and  that  for  himself  you're  seeking  to  come  over  the 

he  might  play  the  part  of  listener,  heritors  for  an  augmentation,  or 

During  dinner  and  afterwards,  the  an   *  eke  '   to   the   manse."      And 

voluble  American  sought  to  beguile  worthy  Dr  M'Tavish,  knowing  well 

the  time  with  a  fund  of  anecdote,  what  his  friend  meant,  fully  met 

of  aphorism,  and  sage  and  moral  his  expectations.   Winstanley,  who 

reflection.  Nevertheless,  he  did  not  sat  sipping  some  weak  brand y-and- 

have  it  all  his  own    way  by  any  water,  soon  sought  a  refuge  on  the 

means.       The    minister    and    the  deck.     But  a  mist   that  was  very 

sheep-farmer   had   many  subjects  much   of   a  drizzle    was    settling 

more  or  less  in  common — mammon,  down  thickly,  and  Willis  was  al- 

homc-missions,  markets,  the  clip  of  most  immediately   at  his   elbow, 

wool,  the  aM<rec?«Wa?ice  of  the  croft-  like  a  warning  conscience.      For 

ers,  and  the  oppression  of  the  land-  Willis  was  attached  to  his  master, 

owners.       As  for  the  skipper,  he  and  detested  the  duty  of  acting 

seldom  opened  his  mouth,  except  as   sick-nurse   to   an   aggravating 

to  stow  away  the  very  solid  yictuals,  patient, 
or  swallow  whiskey-and- water.  On        ''  Excuse  me,  sir,  bat  this  mist 
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ie  the  worst  thing  in  tlie  world  for  house,"  {Aiifflici,  public- house)  and 

you.     We  ahould  say  it  haii  set  in  acluster  of  hovelB,was  asnusshoot- 

lor  settled  wet  iti  the  soiitli.     Be-  ing-box,  with  its  garden  waslied  by 

lieveme,  yon  bad  much  better  go  theaea-waves,  wheretbeiuxurianoe 

below."  of  the  shrubs  and  the  flower-beda 

"But  I  am  half  suffocated  al-  glorified  the  warmth  of  the  Gulf- 
ready,  Willis,  and  tbo^e  good  gen-  stream. 

tlemen  seem  to  havo  uo  uutlou  of  "The  boat  will  be  going  ashore, 

going  to  bed."  sir,    after    breakfast,  ehoulil    you 

"Better  be  half  ^motliered  or  think  well  of  tliat,"  eaid  the  shock- 
half  stunned,  sir,  than  suffer  pain  headed  steward  very  civilly;  and 
for  weeks  to  come,"  answered  Wil-  Winstanley  thanked  him  as  civilly 
lis,  sententiously.  "  The  one  will  and  declined,  although,  to  a  man 
be  soon  over  ;  but  who  can  tell  the  in  his  situation,  the  proposal 
end  of  the  other?"  sounded    seductively.     He    would 

So  his  master  yielded  to  reason,  have  liked  nothing  better  than  a 

and  descended  ag:iin  lo  the  Inferno,  temporary  escape  from  his  floating 

where  his  worst  nuticipations  were  purgatory;  but  he  was  recnnoiled 

fulij  realised.     If  the  practice  of  to  his    fate  in  retnaing  on  board, 

patience  be  the  discipline  of  life,  when  the  sprightly  American  came 

Winstanley  should   have  passed  a  up  with  his  greeting, 

profitable  night.  *'  I    calculate,    Colonel,    by    the 

When  he   oreiJt  on  to  the  deck  way  you're  soilfing  the  mountain 

in  the  morning,  he  felt  a  doubly  air,  you  feel  as  fresli  this  morning 

injured  man.     In  his  sense  of  in-  as  a  four-year  old  muslang.    And 

tense  fcverishness  it  seemed  as  if  if  you're  good  for  a  run  ashore,  I'll 

he  were  suffering  vioariously  for  come  along  and  kinder  take  care  o* 

the  indulgences    of  his  shipmates  vou.  No?  Vou  won't?  Wal,  then, 

— and  if  he  had  swallowed  the  con-  if  you  like  a  hobble  belter,  yon're 

tents  of  thepunch-bowls.while  they  welcome  lo  try  one.     Them  rocks 

had  been  situply  looking  on.     But  np  there  may  be  almighty  grand, 

he  revived  in  the   freshness  of  the  but  I'd    sooner  spekilate  on  their 

morning  air,  as  lie  feasted  his  eyes  tullncss  any  day  than  climb  them." 

on  a  magnificent  Highland  pano-  The     morning     passed     slowly 

rama.     The  Cucliullin  was  lying  at  enough  while  the    Cuchullin    was 

anchor  in  the  land. locked  roadstead  leisurely  landing  cargo.     The  cap- 

of    Loch    Kona.     A    thick  under-  tain  smoked  and  sipped  his  wins- 

growth  of  dwarf  oaks  and  aldersjin-  hy- and- water,    leaving   the  super- 

terlacing  their  boughs  in  great  beds  intendence    of   operations    to    his 

of  bracken,  came  literally  down  to  mate.     Winstanley,   after   sundry 

the  beach  of  shingle;  half-a-dozen  unsuccessful  attempts  to  kill  time, 

streams  were  dei^cending  so  many  gave   himself    over    to    rejections 

picturesque  glens,    breaking    here  that  were  exceedingly  unpleasant, 

and    there    over    tiny    waterfalls ;  He  was    condemued  to  two  other 

while  huge  hills,  with  slopes  of  the  days  and  nights  of  confinement  in 

softest  green,  and  great  shoulders  his  present    society    before  being 

draped    in    purple    heather,    were  landed  at  a  Christian  port  in  the 

backed    up    by  the  splintered  and  Clyde.     He  made    up  his  mind  to 

weather-worn     peaks     that    were  the  inevitable,   in  the  spirit  of  an 

Sartially  veiled  in    the  swirl  of  a  early    martyr. 

rifting  ciuudland.     In    the  fore-  And   the  inevitable  promised  to 

ground,    near    a    little    "  change-  be  worwi  than    he  imagined.     As 
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the  day  went  on,  in  the  bay,  shel-  Jack  was  not  goutv — far   from 

tered  on    three    sides,    scarcely   a  it.     On  the  contrary,  he  was  in  the 

breath  of  air    was    stirring.     But  highest  health  and  spirits  ;  and  he 

nevertheless    a    growing   ground-  swung  himself  up  the  side  ladder 

swell  came  rolling  round  the  bold  with  the  grace  of  a  young  Antin- 

headland  to   the   westward.     The  ous.     His  first  words  were  a  polite 

sky  had  clouded  over  ;  there  was  apology  to  the  captain  for  delaying 

oppression  in  the  air  ;  the  leaden-  him,    which   the   captain  acknow- 

coloured    rollers    seemed   sullenly  ledged  by  inarticulate  mutterings 

smoothed    down   by  oil  ;  and  the  and  a  stare  from  his  whisky-sodden 

mate  made    the   remark    that  the  eyes, 

glass  was  tumbling.  As  for  Winstanley,  he  was  from 

"  There   has  been  wild  weather  the  fii-st  attracted  to  the  stranger, 

in  the  Atlantic — there  can  be  no  Here,  according  to  outward  appear- 

doubt   of  that  ;  and  the  question  ances,  was  a  man  with  whom  he 

is,  whether    we    will    not   have  a  might  possibly  have  common  ideas 

storm  on  the  coast  here."  and  svmpathies.     So  the  pair  made 

As  for  the  captain,  casting  all  his  friends  over  the  dinner- table,  and, 

cares  upon  Providence,  he  smoked  had  it  not  been  for  the  interrap- 

and  drank  on  imperturbably.  tions    of    the    irrepressible    Tan- 

The  passengers  had  come  on  kee,  would  practically  have  raon- 
board  :  the  Cuchullin  had  got  up  opolised  the  conversation.  For  the 
her  steam,  and  was  slewing  her  minister  was  overawed  by  con- 
head  round  to  the  sea-channel,  sciousness  of  ignorance  of  the  sab- 
when  the  mate  sang  out  to  slacken  jects  the  others  discussed  in  a  kind 
speed.  A  boat  was  seen  putting  of  easy  freemasonry;  and  the  sheep- 
out  from  the  shore,  and  a  signal-  farmer,  like  naturally  modest  men, 
flag  was  being  waved  in  front  of  was  always  in  extremes,  and  either 
the  public-house.  painfully  shy  or  brilliantly  anda- 

"  Now    who     may    that    be  ? "  cious. 

muttered  Winstanley    to  himself.  It  was  just  as  well  for  Mr  Win- 

**  It  never  rains  but  it  pours,  and  Stanley  that  he  had  found  a  com- 

here  comes  another  ruffian  to  prove  pan  ion    he  fancied,  for  it  seemed 

the  possible  aggravation  of  the  least  likely  that  the   voyage  might  be 

tolerable  calamities."  indennitely  prolonged.     The  night 

For   a  man   was   seated  in  the  had  settled  down  in  a  fog,  denser 

stern-sheets  as  the  boatmen  strain-  and  damper  than  that  of  the  pre* 

ed  to  the  oars.  vious   one  ;  and   ten   hours   uter 

Winstanley  prided  himself  on  they  started  the  steamer  was  goiiu; 
his  quick  perceptions,  and  it  struck  half -speed  over  a  heavy  grouncU 
him  at  once  that  the  new-comerwas  swell  in  impenetrable  darkness, 
a  gentleman.  Then  stranger's  Slowing  the  engines  |had  been  the 
luggage  was  presumptive  evidence  result  of  a  compromise,  when  the 
in  that  direction,  since  it  consisted  skipper  in  a  moment  of  drunken 
of  a  couple  of  neat  portmanteaus,  depression  had  lent  an  ear  to  the 
a  gun-case,  and  a  handbae  in  Rus-  warnings  of  his  inexperienced  mata 
sian  leather.  The  handbag  bore  But  when  the  youth,  in  increasing 
the  golden  initial  letters  "  J.  V."  ;  uneasiness,  urged  lying  off  alto- 
and  the  gun-case,  as  the  shrewd  gether  till  day  should  dawn,  his 
reader  may  have  supposed,  was  superior  had  lost  temper  and  de- 
superscribed  at  length  as  belong-  ciaed  to  go  boldly  ahead, 
ing  to  John  Venables,  Esq.  **  It's  but  kittle  steering  here^** 
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the  mate  had  objected  ;  "  and  with 
all  that  corrugated  iron  in  the  hold 
we  can  hardly  trust  altogether  to 
the  compasses.  If  we  were  among 
the  rocks  and  reefs  off  the  Point  of 
Achnahullichan  now " 

"And  what  if  we  were,  my 
man  ?  "  returned  his  commander, 
with  drunken  dignity.  "  Man  and 
boy,  I've  been  afloat  for  thirty 
years,  and  I  ought  to  know  every 
one  of  the  reefs  between  Cape 
Wrath  and  the  Moil  of  Cantyre." 

They  were  bending  over  a  chart 
spread  on  the  cabin-table,  and  the 
little  company  of  passengers  was 
grouped  around  them. 

**  There's  one  of  the  reefs  then,  I 


calculate,"  ejaculated  the  Ameri- 
can, dryly,  and  with  infinite  promp- 
titude. 

For  as  the  captain  spoke  there 
was  a  shock  and  a  long  shivering, 
a  rending  of  timber  and  a  tremu- 
lous rasping  that  had  run  along  the 
ship's  keel  like  electricity,  com- 
municating with  the  passengers 
through  tneir  shaking  limbs,  and 
shooting  a  thrill  to  each  nerve  and 
fibre ;  while  simultaneously  rose 
shrill  cries  and  wild  shouts  from 
the  decks.  Then  came  another 
shock,  like  the  despairing  struggle 
of  a  stranded  whale,  and  a  duller 
sound  of  the  splintering  of  tim- 
bers. 


CHAPTER   IX. — ^THB  SHIPWRECK. 


Winstanley  forgot  his  gout  as  the  funnel  was  belching  forth  vol- 
the  captain  was  suddenly  sobered,  umes  of  steam  and  flaming  showers 
There  was  a  rush  for  the  deck  in  of  sparks,  for  something  nad  gone 
the  first  alarm,  as  of  men  who  wrong  with  the  fires  or  the  ma- 
preferred  to  perish  in    the   open,  chinery. 

rather  than  to  be  drowned  below  lu  the  darkness  and  the  turmoil, 
decks  like  rats  and  cockroaches,  so  far  as  could  be  judged,  there 
Once  on  the  deck  there  was  little  were  only  four  men  who  had  kept 
to  be  seen,  but  a  great  deal  to  be  their  heads.  These  were  the  young 
heard.  The  lantern  gave  but  a  fit-  mate,  the  shock-headed  steward,  the 
f ul  light,  throwing  faint  reflections  cool  American,  and  Mr  Jack  Yen- 
on  the  grey  wreaths  of  watery  ables.  As  for  Mr  Winstanley,  he 
vapour.  But  out  of  the  darkness,  was  in  mortal  alarm,  though  he  had 
that  was  to  be  felt  rather  than  seen,  too  much  self-respect  to  show  it ; 
came  appalling  evidences  of  a  and,  rather  to  give  himself  time  to 
general  panic.  The  Highland  fore-  calm  down  than  for  any  better 
castle  passengers,  more  accustomed  reason,  he  addressed  a  remark  to 
to  their  hills  than  to  the  sea,  had  Mr  Venables,  who  happened  to  be 
lost  their  heads,  and  were  bellowing  close  by  his  side,  and  was  busy 
and  "  routing  "  like  the  cattle.  And  stripping  off  coat  and  boots, 
the  cattle,  where  they  had  not  "it's  all  over  with  us,  I  suppose." 
broken  from  the  fastenings,  had  But  Jack's  courage  was  of  the 
been  jumbled  together  in  prostrate  kind  that  is  highest  in  emergencies, 
heaps,  and  were  plunging  madly  in  and  his  spirits  rose  buoyantly  to 
the  effort  to  regain  their  legs,  the  excitement  of  danger. 
The  more  placidly  minded  sheep  "Not  if  I  know  it,  sir.  We; 
were  bleating  piteouslv  ;  the  ship  may  all  get  away  in  the  boats  !  and 
was  groaning,  though  it  could  not  if  not,  I  mean  to  try  to  save  my- 
roU,  in  response  to  the  surf  that  self  by  swimnodng.  The  steamer 
was  dashing  against  its  sides  ;  and  is  upon  rocks,  and  one  may  find  a 
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footing  on  them,  till  some  passing  the  gear  slightly  fouled  at  one  end. 

vessel  comes  to  take  us  off."  Naturally  the  boat  upset  under  a 

Thus  having  spoken  on  the  spur  cascade  of  human  beings,  most  of 

of  the  moment,  the  selfishness  of  them  weighing  considerably  over 

his   speech  struck   him.     "  I  wish  fourteen  stone  ;  and  then  it  became 

this  crippled  old  gentleman  had  not  a  case  of  "  save  who  can,"  for  no 

been  here," — so,  we  may  suppose,  one  had  a  thought  to  bestow  u|>on 

ran   the  current  of  his  thoughts,  his  neighbours.     Two  or  three  who 

"  But  as  he  is  here,  I  am  bound  to  fell  struggling  in  the  deeper  water, 

see  him  through   it,  worse   luck."  were  swept   to    sea  or  under  the 

And  then  he  added,  "  If  you  keep  ship's    counter,  and  were  seen  no 

by  me,  or  rather,  stay  by  the  com-  more.     The  rest,  to  their  surprise 

panion   here,   I   shall    come   back  and   pleasure,  regained  their  legs, 

before  I  leave  and  will  gladly  give  and  were  either  washed  up  against   . 

you  a  helping  hand."  the  swamped  boat  and  the  swinging 

Hardly  even  when  talking  to  Mr  tackle,  or,  clutching  wildly  at  each 

Moray,  had    Jack    ever    invested  other,  their    feet   struck    on    the 

words    to    better    purpose.     And  rocks,   up  which   they  scrambled 

indeed  in  this  case,  Winstanley  had  through  -  the  shoaling  water,  till, 

reason  to  be  doubly  grateful.     Not  clinging  to  the  slippery  sea- weed 

only  did  the  calmness  of  the  young  like    limpets,  they  bad    time    for 

stranger    help  him  to   regain    his  recollection    and    a    long  breath. 

self-possession,  but  it  was  a  promise  Then  one  or  two,  with  more  pres- 

of  self-sacrifice  which  he  felt  as-  ence    of    mind   than   the    otners, 

sured    would  be    redeemed.      So  shouted  out  that   there  was    firm 

-whether  his  feelings  were  too  much  footing  under  the  ship's  boys  ;  and 

for  him  or  not,  he  merely  squeezed  when  the  good  news  had   slowly 

the  young  gentleman's    hand   by  circulated  on  board,  relief  from  the 

way  of  answer.  apprehension  of  immediate  danger 

While  we  have  been    lingering  brought  about  a  wonderful  reae- 

over  this  conversation   apart   be-  tion.     Their  safety  need   only   be 

tween  the  only  two  people  in  whom  a  Question  of  time,  and  the  indolent 

we  are  greatly  interested,  incidents  siae  of  the  excitable  Highlanders 

were  being  fast  crowded  into  sec-  turned  upwards  again, 

onds.  Had    it  been  daylight,  one  And  with  a  falling  ground-swell 

might  have  looked  on  at  a  veritable  and  calm  weather  they  mieht  have 

panic.  Tlie  Celts  in  the  steerage  had  been  well  contented  to  wait  indef- 

sufficiently    recovered  from   their  initely.     But  as  the  first  breaking 

stupor   to    be    seriously   alarmed,  of  the  dawn  began  to  streak  the 

They  had  animal  courage  enough,  eastern  sky,  there  came  an  ominous 

but  It  was  ill  adapted  to  unfamiliar  sighing  and  whistling  through  the 

circumstances.     They  made  a  rush  shrouds    and      the    funnel-stays, 

at  the  boats,  and  carried  them  by  which  caused   the    mate   and  the 

storm.    Their  frenzied  impetuosity  shock- headed  steward  to  prick  their 

knocked  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  ears  and  exchange  significant  glan- 

one,  which  happened  to  be  loaded  ces.     The  wind  was  getting  up,  as 

with  coils  of  wire  fencine.     As  for  the  glass    had    prognostioated    a 

the  other,  by  the  aid  of  the   sea-  gale  :  and  when  the    waves    rose 

men  it  was  lowered  into  the  water  with  the  wind,  the  Cachullin  wonld 

tant  bien  que  maL     But  that  boat  probably  go  to  pieces.     Nor,  as  the 

was  to  the  windward  side  of  the  breaking  of  the  day  made  objects 

ship,  and  the  surf  was  strong,  and  visible,  was  the  sight  of  the  reef  on 
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wbicb  they  were  hard  and  fast  by  after  ita  seven  monlh'a  crniae,  od 

any  means   reassuring.     Low  and  Mount  Ararat.  The  cattle  orowd- 

rugged,    and    covered    with   slimy  ed   together,    as   is   their   custom, 

brown  and  green  sea-weed,  it  look-  with    stooping  heads    and  staring 

ed  very  like  the  slippery   back  of  coats,  playfully  goring  each  other 

the  fabulous  krakeu,  and  nearly  as  in  the  ribs  with  their  tremendous 

likely  to  be  submerged  at  any  mo-  horns,  till  the  melancholy    ocean 

ment.     Assuredly  it  was  suiik  far  resounded   with    their    bellowing, 

out  of  sight  in  spring-tides;  prob-  The  sheep,  that   jostled  up  against 

ably    the   seas   washed   over  it  in  the      oxen,     although      confining 

8UCU  a  gale  as  was  coming  on.  themselves    to   plaintive    protests 

The  captain,  although  compara-  against    their     oad     luck,    were 

tively  sobered  by  the  catastrophe,  scarcely  in  the  sum  total  less  vocif- 

was  dazed,  and   disposed  to  take  erous.     We  daresay  the  rata  left 

gloomy  views,  as  he  well  might  be,  the    stranded  ship,   though,    had 

considering   that    under   the  most  they   foreseen    the  fate  that  must 

favourable  circ no i stances  his  certi-  befall  them,  they  would  have  stuck 

ficate  was  sure  to  be  suspended  by  by  her  so  long  as  .she  floated.     But 

the  Board  of  Trade.   So  he  declared  the  old  cabin  cat,  which  had  slipped 

that  as  the  vessel  might  break  up  over  the  side  when  his  betters  set 

at   any   moment,    the    passengers  him    the   example,     was    perhaps 

had  better  take  refuge  on  the  reef,  more  to  he  felt  for  than  any  per- 

which  might  be  trusted*  not  to  go  son.     He  lowered  himself  over  the 

to  pieces,   though   it  was  quite  on  side,  from    a    natural    instinct   of 

the     cards     that      it     might     be  self-preservation  ;    but    really    be 

swamped.  cared  very  little    what    became  of 

Had      an      imaginative      artist  him.     He    was   too    miserable,  M 

sought  materials  for  the  illustration  he  picked  his  way  among  pools  of 

of    '  Robinson    Crusoe,'  assuredly  sea-water,  and    set  down  bis  feet 

he  might  have  found  them  in  the  gingerlyontherooksthBtwere  slimy 

scene  on  the  reef,  which  was  local-  with  trailing;  sea-weed.     His  prin- 

ly  known  as  the  "  Kittiwake's  neb."  eiples  and  his  instincts  denied  him 

The  steerage  passengers  began  by  the  resource  of  suicide — for  we  be- 
saving  their  per^iioiial  property,  lleve  that,  among  all  the  ineniora. 
and  piled  bags  and  blankets  and  hilia  of  remarkable  cats,  no  one 
wooden  "kisis"  about  thcni.  Then,  instance  has  been  recorded  of  an 
for  sheer  want  of  oc(.'upation,  and  animal  that  drowned  itself.  But 
bv  tiie  offer  of  fre<^  rations  of  "Tal-  he  strolled  recklessly  under  the 
lisker,  "  they  were  persuaded  by  very  noses  of  collies  who,  in  ordi- 
the  mate  and  tlie  Mcwart  to  un-  nary  circumstances,  would  have 
load  the  live  cargi..  We  can'i  say  made  but  a  couple  of  monthfuls  of 
that  humanity  Tiiid  much  to  do  him.  As  it  was,  In  the  presence 
with  it.  So  ii.ilf-wild  cattle  that  of  a  common  danger,  they  saw  him 
had  tbe  Flreii;;;th  and  supplenessof  pass  with  an  indifference  as  appal- 
the  famous  Chilliiiyham  here,  were  ing  as  his  own,  to  any  one  who 
persuatled  to  leap  from  the  deck  had  leisure  to  remark  the  pheno* 
intotUewattT.  The  sheep  followed  menon.  And  so  the  desponding 
their  leaders,  when  one  or  two  had  Thomas  went  on,  till  he  ran  up 
been  caught  up  iiiid  giiiched  over  against  a  gentleman  seated  in  a 
bodily.  And  then  there  was  a  chair,  when  the  domestic  instincts 
scene,  such  as  might  have  been  asserted  themselves,  the  more  de- 
witnessed  when  the  ark  brought  up,  cidedly  for  the  delightful  surprise. 
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He  rubbed  his  sides  against  an  up-  to  leeward,    perhaps    you    won't 

turned  pair  of  trousers  ;  he  made  mind." 

the  wearer  wince  by  smoothing  his  But  after    a  few  whiffs  of  the 

whiskers   against  a  muffled   foot :  pipe,  a  fresh  idea  seemed  to  strike 

and  then  he  gave  a  flying  leap  out  him. 

of  the  damp,  arching  his  back  and  "  What  a  picturesque  sight  it  is, 

purring  pleasantly  against  a  wool-  and  what  comical  groups  of  figures 

fen  waistcoat.  these  are  in  the  foreground  I  Gray's 

In  fact   it  had    been   a    pretty  odes  come   back   to  the  memory, 

though  a  pathetic  sight  to  see  Mr  Confusion,  fright,  ay,  and  famine 

Venables  piloting  Mr  Winstanley  too,  and  ever  so  many  more  realistic 

to   the  highest  point  of  the  reef,  conceptions  of  the  passions.     And 

and  there  depositing  him  on  one  of  what  a  bit  that  is,  d  la  M  Gudin 

the    two   or  three  cane-bottomed  at  the  Luxembourg,  for  example, 

chairs  to  be  found  on  board   the  where     the    waves    are   breakmg 

Cuchullin.      Willis,  who  was  still  against  the  sides  of  the   old  ship, 

amenable  to  orders,  though  he  had  with  the  sea- weed  streaming  on  the 

lost  all  power  of  initiation,  follow-  curl   of  the  surf,  and   boxes   and 

ed,  carrying  the  dressing-case  that  trunks  bobbing   about  among  the 

was  placed  under  his  master's  feet,  breakers." 

And  there  sat  the  Honourable  And  from  another  of  the  numer- 
Wilf red  Winstanley,  gathering  the  ous  pockets  in  his  shooting-jacket 
skirts  of  a  trailing  ulster  round  he  producefl  something  between  a 
his  legs,  more  painfully  sensible  memorandum-book  and  a  sketch- 
than  ever  of  his  signal  folly  in  fly-  book,  and,  smiling,  iproceeded  to 
ing  so  hastily  from  his  comfortable  draw.  Winstanley  looked  at  him 
<iuarters  at  Somerled.  But  if  he  curiously.  His  hand  was  steady 
had  a  feeling  stronger  than  that  of  and  his  eye  was  clear,  and  he 
self-reproach,  it  was  of  gratitude  handled  the  pencil  for  all  the  world 
to  the  cheery  young  fellow  who  as  if  he  had  been  sitting  on  a  camp- 
had  done  so  much  for  him.  Al-  stool  in  some  sequestered  glen,  with 
ready  Winstanley  had  asked  his  an  immediate  prospect  of  muffins 
name,  and  had  been  duly  informed,  and  coffee.  Jack  marked  the 
To  say  nothing  of  Jack's  sanguine  glance,  and  answered  it  in  about 
spirit  being  contagious,  it  was  dif-  five  minutes,  by  carelessly  passing 
ficult  to  seem  depressed  when  the  his  sketch-book  to  Winstanley. 
youth  was  near.  He  would  have  '^Admirable,sir,  admirable!'' was 
sat  self-rebuked  while  Mr  Venables  that  gentleman's  verdict ;  for  in 
was  quietly  conversing,  as  if  they  fact  his  young  companion,  by  some 
had  come  together  in  a  club  smok-  sharp  and  bold  touches,  had  given  a 
ing-room  in  Pall  Mall.  We  will  very  fair  idea  of  water  in  motion  ; 
not  undertake  to  say  that  there  while  the  rendering  of  the  more 
was  not  some  swagger  about  Mr  prominent  fieures  in  theforeground 
Venables,  but  are  content  merely  was  a  clever  olending  of  the  grot- 
to record  how  he  behaved.  csque   with   the  veracious.      And 

'*  I  should  prefer  a  cigarette,  as  though   he  immediately  dismissed 

I  have    gone     without    breakfast,  the  matter  from    his   mind,    the 

But  ^  needs  must  be,' — you  know  memory  of  it  afterwards  did  Jack 

the  proverb,  sir  ;  so,  by  your  leave,  good  service, 

though   I    think    I    heard     them  Indeed  more  serious  considera- 

say   you  objected   to    smoking,  I  tions  were  soon  to  preoccupy  him. 

shall  light  a  pipe.     If  I  keep  well  A  business  of  the  kind  must  be 
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slow  at  best,  whether  to  those  who  "  I  seem  to  have  known  you 
figure  in  it  or  to  those  who  read  from  your  boyhood,"  said  Win- 
about  it ;  so  we  spare  our  readers  Stanley  very  warmly  to  his  young 
many  of  the  details.  But  with  the  acquaintance.  "  You  have  stood 
rising  tide,  driven  over  the  reef  by  me  in  a  way  I  shall  never  for- 
by  the  winds,  the  water  at  every  get  ;  and  as  you  were  ready  to  do 
seventh  wave  or  80  actually  washed  me  one  inestimable  service  in  the 
over  Win  Stanley's  boot-and  slip-  way  of  risking  your  life,  I  mean  to 
per;  and  although  it  became  pretty  ask  you  to  do  me  another.  It's 
plain  that  no  one  need  be  actually  the  way  of  the  world,  you  know, 
drowned,  it  seemed  probable  that  so  you  need  not  be  surprised." 
his  constitution  might  be  shattered  "  Very  willingly,"  answered 
for  life.  He  was  so  lost  in  a  laby-  Jack  with  graceful  readiness — 
rinth  of  gloomy  thoughts,  that  he  not  the  least  readily,  no  doubt^ 
was  indifferent  even  to  the  pres-  that  he  felt  instinctively  that  the 
ence  of  the  irrepressible  American,  favour  to  be  asked  was  to  pave 
who  opined  that  he  would  rather  the  way  to  some  return  for  his 
run  the  chances  of  being  sky-  generous  devotion, 
rocketed  from  high-pressure  "  in-  "  Well,  I  fancy  I  may  take  it 
eines  "  among  the  snags  of  the  for  granted  that  your  time  is  at 
Mississippi,  than  be  cast  adrift  on  your  disposal,  otherwise  you  would 
an  empty  stomach  in  that  herring-  hardly  have  shipped  for  a  cruise  in 
pool,  when  a  man  should  be  turn-  that  miserable  old  tub.  I  mean 
mg  his  attention  to  mutton-chops  to  land  at  Oban,  where  I  fear  I 
and  ham-and-eggs.  may  have  to  lay  up  and  take 
Nothing  could  be  more  welcome,  medical  advice.  If  you  could  be- 
then,  than  the  sight  of  the  Clans-  stow  a  day  or  two  on  a  fretful 
man,  steaming  southward  on  the  invalid,  I  snould  feel,  if  possible^ 
way  to  Oban.  She  answered  the  more  grateful  than  I  do  at  present." 
signals  of  distress,  and  bore  down  And  he  threw  as  much  significance 
to  the  assistance  of  the  wreck,  into  his  words  as  was  compatible 
The  embarkation  was  a  matter  of  with  consideration  for  a  gentle- 
time,  and  of  some  little  incon-  man's  feelings, 
venienee  as  well ;  but  the  reef  acted  And  as  we  know  something  of 
as  a  kind  of  breakwater  against  Mr  Venables's  views  and  nature— 
the  freshening  gale,  and  the  cast-  and  as  he  made  it  a  golden  rule 
aways  were  hospitably  welcomed  never  to  miss  a  chance — we  need 
into  snug  quarters,  where  they  had  hardly  add  that  he  jumped  at  the 
an  opportunity  of  changing  their  invitation  with  a  cordiality  which 
damp  garments.  greatly  flattered  his  senior. 


CHAPTER   X. — A   HIGHLAND   TRAGEDY. 


A  man  must  be  a  bore,  or  a 
social  wet  blanket,  if  he  be  not 
missed  from  the  society  of  a  High- 
land hall.  Venables  was  missed 
by  his  uncle;  he  was  missed  by  his 
cousin  Grace  ;  he  was  missed  and 
mourned  by  Donald  Ross  and  the 
gillies.     And,  no  doubt,  he  might 


have  been  more  missed  than  he 
was  by  Leslie,  had  it  not  been 
for  certain  significant  intimations, 
dropped  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation  which  Glenconan  had 
with  his  elder  nephew  according 
to  arrangement.  It  is  true  that 
Mr  Moray  said  very  little,  being 


700                            Fortune's  Wheel— Part  HI.  [June 

almost  inclined  to  repent  liis  frank-  wore,  and  thrown  coiitinually  into 

ness  with  Jack  Venablcs  ;  and  as  the  most  familiar  intercourse.  But 

he  had  already  nearly  burned  his  hitherto  she   had  seen  life  almost 

lingers,   he  was    apprehensive    of  entirely  on  its  sunny  side,  and  so 

further  indiscretion.     Yet  he  did  she  found  herself  more  at  home  in 

give  the  young  laird  of  Roodholm  the   society  of   the  more   voluble 

to    understand  that   Grace    might  Mr  Venables. 

possibly  take  it  into   her  head   to  And    hitherto,  and    so  far,  the 

marrv,  and  that  for  himself  he  had  stars  in  their   course  had  ]>een  un- 

every  confidence  that  his  daughter  questionably     fighting    for    Jack. 

would  choose  wisely.     He  hinted,  But  now,  as  it  chanced,  Mr  Leslie 

moreover,  that  he  had  said   much  was  to  have  his  innings  at  a  rao- 

the  same  thing  to  Venables,  which  ment  when  it   seemed   to  come  to 

was  quite  enough  to  send   Leslie  him  as  an  inteq)osition   of  Provi- 

to  a  scrutiny  of  his  own  feelings,  dence. 

And   now  that   the  scrutiny    was  Moray  appeared  one  morning  at 

forced  upon  the    young  man,   he  the  breakfast  table  with  care  upon 

was  surprised   at  the    dulness   of  his  brow. 

his  own  perceptions.  But  once  "  I  have  got  a  batch  of  bother- 
entered  on  so  fascinating  a  course  some  business  letters  to  answer, 
of  study,  he  made  astonishing  pro-  and  I  think  that  nowadays  I  hate 
gress  ;  and  self-communings,  illus-  business  as  much  as  I  once  used  to 
trated  by  more  assiduous  perusals  enjoy  it.  And  this  is  such  a  beau- 
of  his  cousin's  pretty  face,  taught  tiful  day,  that  it  seems  all  the 
him  a  thousand  things  he  liad  more  pity  to  waste  it.  Needs 
scarcely  suspected.  Strong  and  must,  however,  when — you  know 
sluggish  natures  like  his  sometimes,  the  rest — and  there  is  no  help  for 
nevertheless,  answer  prom]>tly  to  it.  Su])pose  you  .and  Grace  arrange 
the  spur  ;  and  when  a  spark  is  set  to  do  something,  T^slie.  I  shall 
*3  a  slumbering  passion,  it  burns  be  all  the  more  resigned  if  I  know 
like  the  subterraneous  volcanic  you  arc  enjoying  yourselves." 
fires  in  Java  or  Japan,  where  the  Leslie  brightened  up.  Good- 
peaceful  landscapes  smile  over  the  hearted  as  he  was,  and  fond  of  his 
fragile  crust  that  may  explode  at  uncle,  he  scarcely  sympathized  with 
any  moment  in  a  violent  confia-  him  in  his  present  trial.  And  al- 
gration.  though  generally  truthfulness  itself 
As  for  Grace,  she  had  rather  he  was  guilty  of  a  cafupHmenf  de 
felt  towards  Leslie  as  her  father  circoftstance, 

felt,     lie    was  a  man  she  would  **  I  am  sure  we  are  very  sorry, 

have  turned   to    in    any    trouble,  sir  ;  but  you  know   the  motto  of 

She  believed  in  his  honour  as  she  the  Russells,  *  What  must  be,  must 

did  in   his  Christianity.     She  was  be.'     Perhaps  if  you  can  knock  off 

sometimes  almost  startled  by  tlie  vour  work,  you  may  join  us  later 

eliMpient    expression   he   t^ivt^     to  in  the  day."     Then  turning  to  his 

tho«*e  deej»er  emotions  that    were  cousin,  "  What  do  you  say,  Grace  ? 

silently  at  work  within   her.     She  Shall  we  take  the  waggonette  and 

felt  that  tlie   active  sympathy   of  the  chestnuts,  and   drive  over   to 

one   so    stanch     and     so    earnest  Tomnahurich  ? " 

mificht    be  evervthing    in    certain  Now  the  lively  Grace,  with   all 

circumstances.      Nevertheless,  like  her  regard  for  him,  rather  shrank 

her    father,    she    rather    admired  from  a  dav's  tete-ihtete  with   her 

than   loved   him,    cousins  as  they  somewhat  solemn  cousin.     If  she 
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had  told  the  truth,  she  would  have  ahead.    Leslie  loaded  himself  with 

confessed  that  he  almost  frightened  the  luncheon-basket,  with  a  rug, 

her  ;  and  she  seldom,  unless  when  and  his  cousin's  sketch-book,  and 

his   animated  conversation    made  strode  along  by  her  side.      The 

her  forget  herself,  felt  altogether  scenery  was  picturesque    enough 

at  ease  in  his  company.     But  on  and  wild  enough.     What  had  once 

this  occasion,  as  her  father  had  said  been    a    tolerable    driving-track 

of  his  correspondence,  there  seemed  ended  where  the  waggonette  had 

to  be  no  help  for  it,  so  she  resigned  drawn  Qp,*and  was  only^  continued 

herself  with  alacrity  and  a  charming  by  a  rough  footpath,  winding  up  a 

grace.  steep  green  hill.  There  were  solenm 

In  fact,  Tomnahurich  had  a  mys-  associations  with  it  too,  inconsistent 

tical  attraction   for   her — all  the  with  picnics  and  luncheon  hampers; 

more  so,  that  on  the  only  occasion  for  many  a  century  before  Tomna- 

when  she  had  visited  it,  she  had  for  hurich  had  been  consecrated  by  the 

once  been   out  of  tune  with   her  Catholic  Church,  and  it  was  still 

favourite  companion.    Jack  Vena-  sacred    to  the    feelings  and   the 

bles  had  been  at  her  elbow  through  superstitions  of  the  neighbourhood, 

a  brilliant  afternoon,  and  his  lively  If    we  are  not  abroad  in  our 

rattle  had  jarred  upon  her  sensibili-  Celtic  philology,Tomnahurioh  may 

ties,  as  the  blaze  of  the  sunshine  had  be  translated    ^^the  hill    of    the 

seemed  unsuitable  to  the  scenery,  fairies '';  at  all  events,  that  is  the 

The  waggonette  with  the  chest-  name  by  which  the  Celts  call  it  in 
nut  cobs  came  round,  and  Grace  the  Saxon.  It  is  a  little  church- 
stepped  up  on  the  box-seat  by  the  yard  on  a  bold  knoll  or  bluff,  in 
side  of  her  cousin.  The  taciturnity  the  midst  of  which  might  he  traced 
of  the  driver  surpassed  her  appre-  the  foundations  of  a  Romish  chapeL 
hensions — one  may  easily  have  too  Many  generations  had  died  and 
much  of  peace  and  calm.  Leslie  ffone  to  dust  since  the  sacred  edi- 
seemed  embarrassed  and  lost  in  nee  was  abandoned  for  the  distant 
thought,  although  he  handled  the  kirk  of  the  Reformed  religion.  The 
reins  carefully  over  the  somewhat  surrounding  glens  had  been  de- 
breakneck  roads.  He  would  talk  populated  by  emigration,  and^  de- 
with  almost  feverish  fluency  for  a  scendants  of  the  dead  folks  might 
minute  or  two,  and  then  relapse  be  flourishing  beyond  the  Atlantic, 
into  long  silence.  Had  Grace  been  owning  forest  farms,  or  running 
more  self-conscious,  she  might  have  lumbering  concerns  in  Canada' 
feared  he  was  on  the  brink  of  a  pro-  speculating  in  shares  in  Wall  Street' 
posal,  although  assuredly  nothine  or  in  erain  and  pork  in  Chicago' 
was  further  from  his  thoughts;  and  But  still  the  gillies  and  shepherds 
he  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  throw  of  the  neighbourhood  would  brinsr 
away  a  game  by  precipitation.  She  their  dead  to  repose  on  the  mound 
was  immensely  relieved  when  the  of  Tomnahurich. 
carriage  pulled  up,  and  the  groom  "  Can  you  not  fancy,**  observed 
was  left  m  charge  to  await  their  Leslie,  as  they  climbed  the  hill-* 
return,  the  horses  being  picketed  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  he 
on  a  patch  of  turf.  Now  she  was  might  have  chosen  a  more  inspirit- 
no  longer  hand-locked  to  a  spas-  ing  subject, — **  can  you  not  xmu^ 
modically  galvanised  corpse,  and  the  melancholy  little  processions 
could  break  away  to  gatner  wild  that  have  followed  the  path  W6 
flowers  or  on  any  other  excuse,  are  treading?  It  seems  to  me  that 
Her  pet  terrier  ran    yelping   on  those  who  live  in  lonelinsss  like 
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this  must  miss  the  departed  who  weather ;  and  beneath  and  around 
were  dear  to  them  more  than  we,  them,  and  within  the  dilapidated 
who  are  thrown  into  the  whirl  of  wall,  were  the  mounds,  not  a  few  of 
life  and  may  forget  now  and  again,  which  were  almost  level  with  the 
if  we  cannot  altogether  console  greensward,  with  a  sprinkling  of 
ourselves.  We  bury  our  dead  out  grey  and  moss-grown  headstones, 
of  our  sight,  and  so  far  we  are  done  The  lustre  of  the  noonday  sun  was 
with  them  ;  but  in  these  Highland  gilding  the  scene  he  could  hardly 
solitudes,  after  the  funeral  as  before  brighten ;  but  by  way  of  compensa- 
it,  do  what  they  will,  the  dead  tion,  the  mountains  to  the  west- 
must  always  be  with  thenu  Look  ward  were  bathed  in  all  the  fflories 
at  the  peasants  of  the  Breton  of  his  golden  light.  Both  Leslie 
coast,  with  their  sombre  fancies,  and  his  cousin  involuntarilv  paused, 
which  nevertheless  are  sad  reali-  simultaneously  struck  by  the  pathos 
ties  to  the  survivors."  and  the  splendour  of  the  spectacle. 

Grace,  although  sufficiently  im-  A  still  more  touching  surprise  was 

pressionable,  was  taken  aback,  for  awaiting    them.      As    Leslie   was 

she  happened  to  be  thinking  of  the  about  to  move   on,  Grace  laid  a 

cold  chicken  in  the  basket.     But  linger  on  his  arm.     But  it  hardly 

ta?it  Men  que  mal,  she  caught  the  needed  her  whispered  "  Hush  !  "  to 

ball  on  the  rebound,  and  dropped  make  him  stoop  forward  and  listen 

sympathetically  into  her  compan-  with   all   his   ears.     There   was  a 

ion's  gloomy  train  of  thought.  murmur  of  childish  voices,  which 

"  And  can  you  conceive  anything  would    have     sounded     strangely 

more  sadly  depressing  than  a  child's  spirit-like  had   it  been    midnight 

funeral  here  in  the  winter?    There  instead  of  brilliant  noon, 

is  no  putting  it  ofip,  because  the  few  Grace  stole  softly  forward,  her 

mourners  have  gathered  together  cousin  following.      Another   mo- 

from  great  distances,  perhaps  haz-  ment,   and   the  chicken  and    her 

arded  their  lives  in   the  blinding  hunger  were  altogether  forgotten, 

snowstorm    and    the    snowdrifts.  What  they  saw  was  such  a  scene 

And  the  mother,  broken  down  by  of  unaffected  grief  as  might  have 

watching  and  grief,  is  toiling  up  inspired  the  pen  of  a  Hogg  or  the 

the   hill  behind   the  little  colin  ;  brush  of  aWilkie.  There  was  a  new- 

and  even  the  father's  strength  has  ly  cast  mound  beneath  the  boughs 

been  overtasked  in  digging  through  of  a  yew,  and  near  the  brink  of 

the  frozen  ground  ;    and  the  light  the  precipice.     And  by  it  a  comely 

of  the  cottage  has  been  laid  to  rest  youn^  woman  was  kneeling,   her 

in  a  spot  that  is  the  very  abomina-  chin  m  her  hands,  her  elbows  on 

tion  of  bleak  desolation."  the  grass,  and  her  swimming  grey 

With  such  cheerful  talk  they  be-  eyes  gazing  wildly  into  vacancy, 
guiled  the  wav,  till,  having  reached  Though  their  feelings  were  stirred 
the  summit  of  the  grassy  steep,  the  in  sympathy  with  her  grief,  the  on- 
lonely  churchyard  lay  full  in  front  lookers  nevertheless  were  struck 
of  them.  Whatever  it  might  be  in  by  the  details  of  the  picture, 
the  depth  of  winter,  the  spot  seemed  Setting  the  refining  influences  of  a 
enchanting  now.  It  was  on  the  gras-  profound  sorrow  aside,  the  moum- 
sy  crest  of  a  rocky  headland,  sur-  er  w^as  graceful  beyond  the  gener- 
rounded  on  three  sides  by  a  brawl-  ality  of  women  of  her  station.  If 
ing  stream.  A  clump  or  two  of  her  complexion  was  freckled  and  her 
venerable  yews  had  been  dwarfed  cheek-bones  were  somewhat  high, 
and   warped  by   exposure  to  the  there  was  beauty  with  great  sweet- 
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ness  of  expression  in  her  features,  there  could  be    no  doubt  in  the 

The  dress  was    of    simple  black,  world  :     the     woman's    face   was 

neatly  fitted  to  the  strong  yet  well-  eloquent  with   a  story  of  sorrow 

shaped  figure;  and  in  the  rich  tresses  which  she  must  find  an  interpret 

of  her  hair,  as  they  hung  knitted  ter  to  explain, 

over  her  neck,  the  auburn  and  the  The   interpreter    was    there,  of 

red  changed  to  gold  in   the  sun-  course,     all   ready   to  her   hand, 

beams.     That  the  mother  had  been  She  spoke    very    little   to  Leslie,, 

forgotten  in  the  sense  of  her  widow-  who  did  not   say   much  himself  ; 

hood,  was  shown  by  the  boy  who  and  for   once    his    cousin  under- 

was  clinging    to    her  skirts,  and  stood  and  admired    his  reticence, 

scared  at  his  mother's  unwonted  But  she  fiew  at  Donald  Ross,  as 

forgetfulness  of  him.     And  a  yet  he  said   afterwards,  though  with 

younger  child,  a  bright  little  girl,  all  due  respect,  "just  as  if  one  of 

was  laughing  and  crowing,  as  she  the  terriers  had  been  flying  at  the 

plucked  at  the  go  wans.  throat  of  a  badger." 

Leslie  drew  back   instinctively,  Donald,  as   a   rule,    was   ready 

though  the  mourning  widow  was  enough  to  talk,  especially  to  the 

both  blind  and  deaf.     And  Grace  young  mistress    he   adored.     But 

had  accompanied  him  in  a  sympa-  on  this  occasion,  he  was  reserved 

thetic   movement,    though  in  an^  and  embarrassed,  which  naturally 

other  moment  she  had  retraced  her  whetted  her  keen  curiosity.     And 

steps.     She    could    not  leave  the  for  once  Miss     Grace  spoke  per- 

mourner  without  trying  to  comfort  emptorily,    like    her  father,    and 

her,  though   feeling  in  her  heart  went  very  roundly  to  the  wished- 

that    consolations    must    be    cast  for  point. 

away.  Indeed  the  poor  woman  "You  understand  me,  Donald,'^ 
scarcely  acknowledged  the  light  she  exclaimed,  stamping  her  foot 
hand  laid  upon  her  shoulder.  She  on  the  heather,  and  turning  her 
cared  as  little  for  what  was  passing  back  ostentatiously  on  the  con- 
near  her  as  for  her  children  ;  and  tents  of  the  luncheon-basket — "you 
the  touch  and  the  presence  of  the  understand  me,  and  you  know 
stranger  were  neither  profanation  what  I  mean  to  say  ;  and  so  you 
nor  intrusion:  so  that  Grace,  with  will  please  to  tell  me  everything 
all  her  earnest  desire  to  bring  help,  about  her." 

stood  silent  and  abashed  before  Donald  raised  his  stalker's  hat,, 
that  speechless  sorrow.  She  safd  and  scratched  his  grey  locks  in  pro- 
nothing  :  she  stooped  and  kissed  found  perplexity.  He  looked  for 
the  children,  and  then  she  with-  help  towards  Mr  Leslie,  but  Mr 
drew  as  quietly  as  her  cousin  had  Leslie  refused  to  understand  him, 
withdrawn.-  being  almost  as  curious  on  the  sab- 

But  if  her    feelings    had  been  ject  as  Miss  Grace.    Then  he  burst 
moved  to    their   depths,  she  was  out  in  dire  perplexity — 
full  of  feminine  curiosity,  as  she  "  Deil  be  in  me,  it  there  is  any- 
vowed  to  herself  that  those  feel-  thing  I  would  refuse  to  tell  you, 
ings  should    find    practical  relief.  Miss  Grace,  but  it  was  Glenconan 

Strange  that  she  should  have  lived    himsel' — and " 

for  weeks  in  those  mountain  soli-  "  Oh,  if  you  mean  that  my  father 
tudes,  and  know  nothing  of  some  has  forbidden  you,"  began  the 
cottage  tragedy  that  must  have  young  lady, with  a  calculated  stem- 
been  enacted  almost  under  her  ness  which  nearly  drove  the  unfor- 
eyes.     That  a  tragedy  there  was,  tunate  retainer  beside  himself. 


764  Fortmie's  Wheel-- Part  IIL  [June 

.    "It's  not  precisely  that,  neither,  it  may  be  six,  that  he  was  married 

Miss  Grace  :  if  it  were,  you  might  upon  John  Rutherford's  daughter, 

have  tied  me  to  a  liart's  horns  he-  and  brought  her  here.     Iler  father 

fore  1  would  have  told.     But  you  was  a   shepherd    from   the  South 

know  yourself  that  the  laird  may  country,  and  they  sav  that  he  was 

mean  much  when    he  says  little  ;  sore  against  the  match — for  Ruth- 

and  though  you  may  be  sure  that  erford   was    obstinate   as   one   of 

his  hand  is  always  as  open  as  his  his  own  tups,  and  would  always  be 

heart,  and  that  the  widow  you  were  set  against  the  Highlandmen  ;  but 

speaking  of  has  wanted  for  noth-  between  Angus  and  the  lassie,  they 

ing,  it's  my  belief  he  would  wish  had  their  way.     That  Rutherford 

to  keep  anything   from   you  that  would  miss  her,  you  may  believe; 

would  be  troubling  you."  and  as  for  Angus,  many  a  time  he 

"  Well,  I  see  how  it  is,"  respond-  has  said  to  me  that  his  heart  was 

ed  the  young  lady,  softening  down  sore   and   sorry   for  the  old  man. 

her  tones  into  witching  seductive-  And    they    had    the     two   bonnie 

ness,   and  breaking    into  a   smile  children  you   have  seen   with  her 

which  went  straight    to  Donald's  up  at  the  burying-place  there.     I 

heart.     "  My  father  meant  for  the  have  never   married  myself,  Miss 

best,  but  chance  has  been  too  much  Grace,  and  I  never  mean  to,  beg- 

for  him.     I   mean  to    get    to  the  ging  your  pardon  ;  yet  I  will  not 

bottom  of  this  melancholy  story,  say  but  what  I    have   sometimes 

and  may  you  not  just  as  well  tell  wished  I  was  Angus, 
it   as  he?   He  knows  even  better        "  I  may  have  wished  it  one  Satur- 

than  you  that  I  never  care  to  be  day  at  even,  just  two  months  agone, 

ke])t  waiting."  if  1  had  little  thought  at  the  time 

Donald    looked    inquiringly    at  that  I   would    never  forget    that 

Leslie.     Like  every  one  else,  he  had  night.     We  had  been  giving  a  look 

an    instinctive    contidence   in   the  round  the    braes   at   the   back  of 

honour  and  good  sense  of  the  Laird  Benavourd,    for    we   knew     that 

of  Roodholm.     Leslie  simply  nod-  Glenconan   would    be  down  in  a 

ded.     He  knew  that  Grace  would  week  or    two.     And    Angus,    he 

have  her  will,  and   she  might  as  would  be    insisting  that  i  was  to 

well  have  it  sooner  than  later.     If  stop  with  him  for  supper,  and  he 

he  were  called  upon  to  interfere,  he  would  be  stirring  the  toddy,  and 

could  always  defend  her  with  her  the  glass  was  going  round,  but  vet 

father.     And  Donald,  who  was  full  th'fe  bit  wife  was  the  cheeriest  thing 

of  the  tale  he  had  to  tell,  and  who  in  the  cottage.     And  he  had  told 

rather  prided  himself  on  his  gifts  me  that  there  was  a  litter  of  foxes 

as  a  racontettry  broke  away  in  full  in  the  cairn  on  Funachan  :  'deed, 

cry  at  the  sign,  like  a  hound  after  and  the  shepherd  had  been  com- 

a  wounded  deer.  plaining  that    very   day,  and   he 

"  It's  three-and-thirty  years  past  said    he   would    need  be  ji^etting 

next  Martinmas  since  I  came  iirst  out  some  of  the  terriers  and  seeing 

into   the   Strath,    and  I've    never  after  them.     And  so  I  said  to  him, 

known  a  finer  lad  in  it  than  Angus  after  the  last  glass,  that  we  would 

M'Intyre.     No  day  was  too  long  be  seeing  about  them ;  and  if  it 

for  him,  and  no  hill  too  stiff  ;  and  was  a  Providence,  as  the  minister 

I  have  known  him  bring  the  deer  might  say,  it  was  a  Providence  of 

home  upon  his  shoulders,  when  the  the   wrong   kind,    but    that  very 

pony  would  have  broken  down  in  night  I  found  the  foz-hanter  from 

the  bogs.  It  was  seven  years  ago,  or  Lochloy  at  the  kennels. 
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"He's  an  old  man  is  Peter — aw  was  then  that  Smouracli  made  a 

keen  after  the  foxes  as  his  doga,  spang  out  of  Augus's  arms,  though 

but  as  stiff  as  Jock  Rutherford  ;  I  well  believe  he  could  have  h^d 

and  he  would  by  no  means  stay  her  had   it   pleased   him  ;  but  he 

with  us  over  the  morrow,  that  was  waa  proud   of  the  bit  thing,  and 

the   Sabbath.     He  was  bid  to  be  wouUi  always  say  that  when  once 

on  the  Monday  with  the  tacksman  she   put   in  her    teeth,  the    worse 

in  Coulin  ;  but  if  we  thought  well  she   was  worried  the  deeper  they 

of  it,  he  would  lake  the  cairn  on  went, 

Funachan  on  his  road.     So  at  last        "  But  you  are  wearying,  and  I 

I    said,  and  always  will  I  rue    it,  am  coming  to  au  end,  and  a  dole- 

thatbe  wasa  wilful  man,  and  must  ful  end  it  was  for   Angus,      The 

have  his  way.  battle  had  begun  worse  than  before, 

"Had  it  not  been  for  Peter  and  we  all  of  ns  were  laying  and 
again,  I  would  have  Iume4  back  listening,  when  some  of  the  etones 
upon  the  Sunday  when  we  met  the  slippit  from  beneath  iis.  Angus 
minister.  He  snid  but  little,  but  was  like  a  man  distracted,  for  the 
he  looked  the  fnore,  and  niany's  way  was  closed,  and  unless  we 
the  time  that  I  have  minded  on  it  could  open  it  ont  again,  he  had 
since.  And  there  was  a  beast  of  a  looked  his  last  upon  poor  Smourach. 
raven  that  would  fol]owus,croaking,  So  he  said  it  behoved  him  to  go  in, 
all  the  way  up  Gleudocharly  ;  and  and  when  I  looked  in  his  eyes  I 
Mary — that's  thn.-  woman  ye  saw,  saw  there  was  no  holding  him  back. 
Miss  Grace — she  would  have  keepit  Soheslripshiscoat  and  in  he  crawls, 
back  Angus  from  going  with  us,  and  we  ooutd  hear  to  him  scraping 
for  both  of  them  were  dressed  and  awnyamongthe  stones,  when  the  big- 
bound  for  the  kirk.  And  Angus  gest  of  the  blocks  above  him  settled 
himself,  for  once,  was  not  that  down.  He  must  have  move«l  some  of 
willing,  but  he  said  that  if  we  the  small  stones  inside  that  upheld 
were  set  upon  it,  he  was  to  show  it.  And  then  there  came  a  groan 
us  the  place  ;  so  he  whi.stled  upon  through  the  cracks  that  sent  a  gruo 
Smourach,  his  bit  terrier,  .ind  gave  to  our  hearts,  and  we  knew  that 
a  kiss  and  a  smile  to  the  wife.  the  great  rock  was  upon  him.    We 

"The  bitch  fox  had  gone  to  her  were   down    upon    our  knees,  and 

earth  but  Utile  l.t-fore  an,  and  the  tearing  away,  till  our  hands  were 

dogs  had  ojiened  on  the  scent  or  bloody  and  our  nails    were    rent ;. 

ever    we    got    near    to    the   cairn,  and  we  got  down  till  we  saw  the 

And  Peter  likes  ill  that  any  should  hair  on  the  head  of  him,  and  the 

interfere  with  his  pack,  so  Angus  big    bells  of  the  sweat  that  were 

had  picked  up  Smoiiracli,  and  was  standing  on  bis  forehead. 
holdmg   her   in   his  arms.      Well,        "'Can    you   shift  it.    l>onald?' 

thebigfox-houndsthey  i^lood  whin-  he  could  just  groan  out;    and  I 

iug    and  |  scraping    outside  ;    and  would  have  given  ten  years  of  my 

terrier  after  terrier  would  be  sent  life  to  say  '  ay  '  to  him.     But  un- 

in  among  the  rockri,  and  when  we  less  we  had  brought  ha1f-a-doEen 

laid    our  ears   to    the    ground  we  men  with  bars  of  iron,  we  could 

could    hear  the    lighting   and    the  never  have  lifted  it  one  inch.     But 

scratching.     But  the  vixen,  she  had  when  we  could  say  nothing,  and 

the  best  of  them  ;  and  dog  after  he  maybe  lieanl  Peter  soh — for  the 

dog  came  back,  blown  and  bleed-  fell  old  hunter  was  crying  like  a 

ing  and  the  day    was  getting  on,  woman — all  he  breatbed  out  was, 

and  Peter  growing  desperate.     It  *Then  the  Lord  be  good  to  me  !  * 
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and  these  were  the  last  words  that  could  guess  how  tlie  tragedy  must 

he  ever  spoke."  have    tohl  on    the  woman    it    so 

Donald,  absorbed  in  his  story,  deeply  affected.  And  with  her 
had  been  stimulated  by  Grace's  actively  sympathetic  nature,  in- 
attention. But  when  he  looked  action  was  out  of  the  question, 
at  her  on  finishing,  her  pale  face  Even  her  father,  now  tnat  the 
frightened  him.  It  was  not  for  mischief  had  been  done,  felt  that 
nothing  that  Moray,  knowing  her  she  must  be  left  free  to  follow  her 
impressionable  temperament,  had  warm  impulses.  Yet  she  shrank 
been  afraid  of  shocking  her  by  so  herself  from  approaching  so  sa- 
tragic  a  tale.  But  with  her  sensi-  cred  a  grief,  distrusting  her  power 
tive  nerves  she  had  her  father's  of  bringing  either  consolation  or 
courage  ;  and  it  was  to  the  fate  of  alleviation. 

the  unfortunate   widow  that   she  It  was  then  that  Leslie  had  his 

turned   her   practical    mind.     She  opportunity — though,   to   do    him 

forced    Donald    to    tell   how   the  justice,  he  never  thought  of  it  as 

news  had  been  "  broken  "  by  strong  an   opportunity  at  the  time  ;  nor 

men  who  could  not  control  their  did  he  know  till  long  afterwards 

emotion,  and  startled  the  bereaved  how  well  he  had  improved  it.     In 

widow  by  the  very   intensity   of  which  he  differed  altogether  from 

.their  sympathy  ;    and  though  she  Mr  Venables,  who,"  although  per- 

could  not  go  to  the  cottage  in  her  haps  to  the  full  as  warm-hearted 

present  agitation,  thenceforth  her  as  the  other,  could  never  for  the 

thoughts  were  full  of  its  occupant,  life  of  him  help  thinking  how  he 

Moray  was  both  shocked  and  could  turn  everything  to  some  per* 
angry  when  he  met  the  excur-  sonal  account.  There  is  nothing 
sionists  on  their  return.  His  which  a  sensible  girl  who  is  vaguely 
daughter's  nerves  had  been  sadly  contemplathig  marriage  craves  so 
shaken  by  listening  to  such  a  much  in  a  lifelong  companion  as 
narrative  so  near  its  scene.  On  intuitive  sympathy  and  intelligent 
consideration,  it  was  not  difficult  to  affection.  They  are  the  supports 
obtain  his  forgiveness  for  Donald,  on  which  she  hopes  to  lean — ^the 
who  indeed,  in  the  circumstances,  shelter  that  may  shield  her  from 
could  hardly  have  helped  speaking,  the  storms  of  life.  '  And  now 
But  time  after  time  he  cursed  his  Leslie's  sympathy,  although  it  was 
own  folly  in  letting  his  daughter  silent,  was  as  clear  to  her  as  the 
go  near  the  churchyard  and  the  intelligence,  the  perspicuity  of 
cottage.  So  far  as  material  help  to  which  almost  alarmed  her.  He 
the  widow  went,  he  had  nothing  said  very  little,  as  was  his  custom, 
with  which  to  reproach  himself,  but  she  felt  that  his  loving 
His  liberality  had  fed  and  clothed  penetration  was  searching  out  her 
the  little  family,  and  was  ready  to  innermost  thoughts.  And  she 
assure  its  future  in  the  bargain,  knew,  besides,  and  she  had  good 
But  what  haunted  Grace,  with  that  reason  to  know,  that  he  was  em- 
slow  death-agony  under  the  boul-  ploying  himself  very  energetically 
der,  was  the  look  in  the  widow's  m  her  service, 
face.  There  was  a  touch  of  the  When  she  came  down  to  break- 
insanity  that  brings  no  oblivion  fast,  after  a  restless  night,  she  had 
— that  distorts  the  horrors  which  missed  her  cousin,  and  asked  about 
memory  will  revive.     Judging  by  him. 

the  effects  on  herself,  a  compar-  '*  He  called  for  a  glass  of  mm- 

atively   unconcerned   listener,  she  and-milk  in    his   room,    and    was 
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away  bv  seven    o'clock,  they   tell  spare  my  weakness  an  effort.    Nor 

me,"  said  her  father.     "  He  did  not  snail  I   forget  it,    Ralph — of   that 

vouchsafe  any  message  for  us,  but  you  may  be  sure  ;  and  now  tell  me 

I  fancy  we  both  guess  his  business."  everything." 

So  in  the  early  forenoon    Grace  "Really,  I  don't  know  that  there 

was  sauntering  on    the   path   that  is  much  to  tell,  except  that  I  have 

led    over    the   hills   towards   Mrs  prepared  the  way  for  you,  and  left 

M'Intyre's    shieling.     Nor  was   it  her  hoping  for  your  visit.  Though 

long    before   she    saw   Leslie    ap-  that  is.  something,  for  I   am   sure 

proaching.     He    was   coming    on  you  will  do  her   good,  and    indeed 

leisurely,  as  if  lost  in  thought,  but  may  probably  prove  her  salvation. 

at  sight  of  her   he   quickened   his  The  fact  is  that  the   poor   woman 

pace.  has  been    neglected,    though    not 

"  Well,    Ralph  !  "   was   all    the  intentionally  ;  and  mismanaged — 

greeting  she   gave   him,   and   yet  with   the    best    intentions.     Your 

there  was  that  in   her  look  and   in  father,  as  of  course  he  would,  gave 

her  tone   which   amply   rewarded  his  people  carte  blanche,  and  in  the 

him  for  his  early  expedition.  way  of  meal,  and  milk,  and   mut- 

"  Yes,"  he  said,  answering  her  ton,  she  has  everything  heart  can 
unspoken  inquiries — "  yes,  I  have  desire.  I  believe  that  the  neigh- 
been  to  see  her,  and  I  tliink  I  see,  hours,  from  Donald  Ross  down- 
too,  how  we  can  help  her."  wards,  would   each   one   of  them 

Grace  was  of  course  all  anxiety  ;  cut  off  a  hand  to  spare  her  a  finger- 
but  she  repressed  the  questions  that  ache.  But  they  scarcely  under- 
came  crowding  to  her  lips,  leaving  stand  her  case, — as  how  should 
her  silent  cousin  to  do  the  talking,  they  ?  And  living  in  the  shadows 
And  he  spoke  with  so  much  good  of  that  brooding  solitude — you  re- 
sense  and  with  such  sincere  feeling,  member  our  talk  of  yesterday,  just 
that  she  had  never  listened  to  him  before  we  isaw  her? — her  dead  is 
with  greater  pleasure.  always  with  her  ;  the   horrors   of 

"  You  of  all  girls  will  understand  that  death-scene  are  always  pres- 

me,  Grace,  when  I  tell  you    that  I  ent  with  her  ;  and  I  believe,  from 

never  was  so  nervous  in  my  life  as  what  she  let  slip,  that  the  husband 

when  I  walked  up   to  the   door  of  she  loved  haunts  her  in  her  visions 

that  poor  woman's  cottage.   There  of  the  night  like  the   vampires   of 

is  something  so  sacred  in  a  calam-  the  Hungarian   legends.     Unhap- 

ity  like  his,  that  it  seems  sacrilege  pily,  perhaps,  she  seems  to  be  a 

for  a  man    and  a  stranger   to   ap-  remarkable  woman  for  her  station: 

proach  it.     And  when  sorrow   has  what  you   might  have   been,"   he 

almost   turned   the   brain,  in   our  added,  with  a  serious  smile,    "had 

ignorance   and  our   reverence   we  you  been  born  a  shepherd's  daugh- 

are  almost  hopeless  to  cope  with  it.  ter  and  similarly  bereaved." 

In  fact,  had  it   not   been   for   one  "  But  the  minister  ?"  said  Grace, 

thing,  I  should  have  gone  on  hesi-  "  He  is  a   good   man — is  he   not  ? 

tating  " — he  did  not  add,  "  as  you  Has  he  not  gone  to  visit  her  ?" 

have  been  doing."  "The  minister   is   an   excellent 

But  Grace  finished  the   sentence  man,  and  his  visits  have  been  only 

for  him  in  her  mind,    and   full   of  too  frequent.     From  what  I  have 

her  gratitude,  was  ready  to  reward  gathered,  and  it  was  a  good   deal 

him.  his   views   are   as  strong    and  as 

"  And  I   know   what    that  one  sincere  as   they   are  narrow.     He 

thing  was,  and  that  you  wished  to  pities  her  ;  he  feels  for  her,  accord- 
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ing  to  his  lights  ;  but   he   is   per-  had  proved  and   realised   the   vir- 

suaded  that  the  terrible  death  was  tues  and  the  qualities  with   which 

a  judgment.     And  even  in  consol-  he  had  always  desired  to  credit  his 

ing  the  widow,   in   his  heart   and  cousin.     She  was  worth  the  loving, 

conscience  he  feels   that  he   must  and  she  was  worth  the  living  and 

vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to  man,  the  working  for,  so   from   thence- 

and  says  as  much.     So  Mrs   M'ln-  forth  he  made  up  his  mind   to   do 

tyre,  believing  in  her  pastor's  spir-  both  the  one  and   the  other  ;  and 

itual  infallibility,  is   tonnented  by  when  Leslie's  mind   was  made  up 

the  notion  of  her  husband's  doom,  on  a   subject   so   all-important,   it 

If  he  was  made  a  flagrant  example  w^as  by  no  means  easy  to  move   it. 

of  the  sin  of  Sabbath-breaking — if  That  happy  moment  seriously   al- 

he  was  doomed  here,   he   may  be  tered  the  odds  against   hopes   and 

condemned  hereafter."  ambitions  on  the  part  of  Mr  Ven- 

"  How  terrible  !  "  ables.     And  it  is  more  than   prob- 

*'  Is  it  not  ?    But  that   is  just  able  that  Grace  made  a  guess   at 

where   you   may   do   unspeakable  what  was  passing  in  his  mind  ;  for 

good,  since  you   can  talk   religion  her  colour  rose,  to   her  confusion, 

as    well    as    common -sense,    and  as  her  cousin's  eyes  were  riveted 

speak  to  her  of  mercy   instead   of  on  her. 

judgment.  But  it  is  not  for  me  But  the  confusion  passed  away, 
to  tell  you,  Grace,  how  you  may  and  the  community  of  interest  re- 
best  comfort  the  widow.  I  should  mained.  The  cousins  went  like 
as  soon  think  of  giving  a  hint  to  angel-visitors  to  the  cottage,  some- 
one of  the  angels  :  if  you  cannot  times  together,  more  often  separ- 
bring  consolation  to  the  cottage,  ately.  They  found  that  the  widow 
then  I  throw  up  my  hands.  And  could  be  won  to  confidences  in  a 
even  the  minister  is  a  candid  man,  tete-d-tete^  though  she  would  shrink 
and  mav  listen  to  reason  and  the  into  herself  when  the  two  came 
views  of  Glenconan's  daughter,  together.  But  their  sympathy 
You  go  to  work  with  him  and  began  to  teach  her  acquiescence, 
with  Mrs  M'Intyre,  and  come  to  which  might  gradually  erow  to 
me  and  report  progress.  In  the  contented  resignation.  And  al- 
meantime,  I  wash  my  hands  of  the  though  it  was  not  often  she  spoke 
whole  matter — unless,  indeed,  you  the  thanks  she  looked,  she  could 
should  want  money."  occasionally    be  eloquent    in   her 

'*  That  you    assuredly  shall   not  gratitude  to  either  when  the  other 

do,  or  I  take  no  further  step  ;  and  was  away.     She  had   warm  feel- 

I  cannot  use  a  stronger  threat,  for  ings,  or    she    could    never    have 

I  believe  that  we  shall  succeed   in  suffered  so  intensely  ;  and  she  had 

our  errand  if  we  only  go  hand   in  been  educated  above  her  present 

hand.     But  you  must  still  be   my  station.     But  let  her  enlarge  on 

guide,  and,   you  may  be  sure,   I  the  praises  of  the  absent  as  she 

shall  be    very   docile.     Only   tell  might,    she  could  never  tire  the 

me  what  I  am  to  do,  and  you  shall  patience  of  either  of  the   listeners, 

have  no  cause  to  complain."  Grace  would  hear  how  her  manly 

Leslie  never  in  his  life   felt  half  cousin — who  had  saved  the  life  of 

so  happy,  and  he  would  have  very  another  at  the  risk  of  his  own,  to 

much  liked  to  have  told  her  so.  the  admiration  of  the  darlinff  hill- 

A    community    of  interests    had  men — could    be  tender  and    im- 

been    established  on   the  highest  passioned    as    any    woman.    She 

and  holiest  grounds  ;  and  now  he  heard     involuntary     comparisons 
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drawn,  much   to  bis    advantaffey  that   sparkled   in    her    badlnag0 

between  bim  and  the  very  worthy  with   V  enables.    But   whetiber  it 

minister,  in    whoniy  nevertheless,  were  from  a  dash  of  jealousy  or 

as  we  have    said,  Mrs    M'Intyre  doubts  as   to  her  depth,  he  had 

prof oundly  believed.    She  admired  feared    that  she    and    Yenablet 

the   tact,  though    it   seemed  pro-  would  be  fitly  matched.    For  Lea- 

fanity   to  call  it  tact,  which  he  lie,   with    no    touch    of  personal 

had  shown  in  these  delicate  cir-  vanitjr,  cherished  a  ffood  deal  of 

cumstances  ;  and  reproaching  her-  quiet  intellectual  pride.    But  with 

self  for  her  blindness  hitherto,  she  hino,  as  with  her,  there  had  oome 

rather  ran   into  the  opposite  ex*  a  reaction,  and  now  he  was  the 

treme.     In  short,  she  admired  him  more  ready^  to  worship  that  he  had 

and  loved  him  more  and  more,  and  rashly  criticised.     Now  he  figured 

day  by  day — as  a  cousin  ;  so  it  her  to  himself  as  the  ministering 

must  be  confessed  that  Mr  Leslie's  angel,    brinffiuK    messagee    from 

chances  were  looking  up.  heaven  to  desolate    hearth  ;    and 

While  as  for  him,  in  the  true  then,  in  a  natural  sequenoe  of  ideas 

spirit  of  poetry,  he  took  to  ideal-  he  thought  what  her  presence  would 

ising  the  maiden  he  had  longed  to  be  in  her  husband's  home,    Alto** 

adore.    Before  he  thought  serious-  eether,  if  Mr  Yenables  had  really* 

ly  of  loving    her,  he    had    been  left  his  heart  in  the  EBghlandsL 

hampered  bv  his  distrustful  good-  when  he  went  southward  full  of 

sense.     He  had  admired  the  nat-  self-confidence,  to  study  the  ad^ 

ural  grace  of  her  movements ;  he  vancement   of    his    fortunes,    be 

had    meditated    sonnets    to    her  might  have  had  good  grounds  for 

beauties   when    the    fancy  seized  uneasiness,  had  he  known  all  that 

him;  he  had  liked  the   liveliness  was  going  on. 

CHAPTEB   XI. — THE  HON.  WELFBBD  WINSTANLET. 

But   come  what   might   of    his  hoped    to    turn    to    practical   ac- 

affair  with   his  cousin,  Jack   Ven-  count. 

ables  had  been  doing  well  for  him-        Mr  Winstanley    had   been    the 

self.     In  Winstanley  he  seemed  to  second  son  of  the  Viscount  Wreck- 

have   met  what    the    spiritualists  in ;  and    through  his  mother   he 

would  have  called  his  affinity,  allow-  had  inherited  a  nandsome  indepeu- 

ances  being  made  for  the  difference  dent  fortune.     Had  he  been  more 

in  their  ages.    He  had  succeeded  as  hombly  bom  and  poor,  he  would 

the   other  hoped    to    succeed,  by  probably  have  done  what  Jack  had 

social  gifts,  by  tact,  and  by  enter-  dreamedof  doing,  and  turned  artist, 

prise.     To  be  sure,  as  Jack  learned  launching  out  as  an  adventurer  in 

by   degrees,  Winstanley   had  had  full  Bohemia.    He  was  fond  of  art, 

certain  advantages  in  starting.    He  and  had  fair  talents  that  way,  which 

heard  the  story  bit  by  bit,  and,  as  possibly  he  might  have  cultivated 

it   were,    incidentally";   yet   Win-  to  profitable    purpose.      He    was 

Stanley  was  really  frank,  and  will-  fond  of  pleasure  too,  and  it  miffht 

iug  to  be  so,  for   he  loved  to  find  well  have  been  a  question  whether 

an    admiring  listener.     And  Jack  art  or  pleasure  would  have  eot  the 

sat  at  his  feet  with  unfeigned  and  upper  uand,  had  he  ffiven  himself 

flattering   interest,  storing  up  the  over  to  leading  the  li^  of  a  Mdrger. 

treasures    of    wisdom    which     he  As  it  was,  the  family  traditions  kept 
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liim   straight,   and    fair   play  was  tation  as  a  man  who  could  shine  in 

given  to  his  talents  and  his  ambi-  society,  and    who  was    an  artistic 

tion.     For  two   or    three  genera-  connoisseur.     He  went   in    for  so- 

tions   the    Winstanleys  had    been  ciety  as  a  matter  of  business,  and  for 

distinguished  in  public  affairs,  and  the  fine  arts   in  the  way  both  of 

thev  had  the  habit  of  intermarrying  business  and  pleasure,     lie  ran  up 

witli  the  governing  Whig  families,  bills,  but   he  could  afford    to  pay 

Taking    to   politics  or  diplomacy  them  ;  he   entertained,  because  he 

like    ducks  to   the  water,    it   was  liked    entertaining,     while     other 

only   a   question    with   the    Hon.  a^/^<;A6/j  ate  at  their  master's  tables, 

Wilfred    as    to   the    direction    in  going  out  to  dinnei-s,  and  giving 

which  he  should  steer.  none  in   exchange.     So    he    e^arly 

He  might  have  sat  for  a  borough,  made  his  mark  as  a  brilliant  youuff 
which  was  in  reality  a  close  one,  man,  who  might  do  the  State  good 
though  the  Winstauley  influence  service  were  he  promoted.  And 
was  decently  ignored.  Or  he  might  even  then,  his  pleasures,  and  what 
try  his  fortunes  in  diplomacy,  apparently  were  his  extravagances, 
with  the  absolute  certainty  that  proved  profitable.  He  flirted  freely 
he  would  be  taken  care  of.  The  with  maids  and  matrons,  saying 
young  aristocrat  hardly  hesitated,  little  of  importance,  and  picking  up 
He  had  gauged  himself  and  knew  a  good  deal.  He  was  the  very  man 
that  he  was  clever,  but  he  was  not  to  be  set  to  match  some  feminine 
very  sure  that  he  was  profound,  diplomatist,  who,  being  sent  out  to 
He  did  know  that  he  detested  shear  her  dupes,  never  dreamed  of 
drudgery,  and  he  was  doubtful  going  home  shorn.  The  ingenuous 
whether  he  might  shine  as  a  youth  had  a  way  of  looking  into 
speaker.  He  would  as  soon  have  women's  eyes,  which  at  once  dis- 
committed  suicide  off  hand,  as  con-  armed  them  and  drew  them  on. 
demned  himself  to  committees  and  It  could  hardly  be  called  deceit, 
the  study  of  blue-books  ;  and  mak-  it  came  so  naturally  to  him.  Then 
ing  a  slow  reputation  as  a  hard-  his  art  purchases  were  even  more 
-working  ofticial,  seemed  a  game  immediately  lucrative  than  his 
that  was  far  from  being  worth  the  social  talents.  He  had  grand 
candle.  On  the  other  hand,  diplo-  passions  for  particular  pictures, 
macy  attracted  him.  He  liked  'Hiere  was  one  Madonna  oy  Cor- 
the  idea  of  looking  forward  in  the  reggio,  which  he  bought  at  what 
future  to  twisting  sultans  and  appeare<l  a  fancy  price,  and  titted 
kaisers  and  kings  round  his  fingers,  up  in  a  fancy  case,  carrying  it  with 
While  in  the  meantime,  with  the  him  wherever  he  went.  The  pas- 
strong  interest  he  could  command,  sion  being  sated,  he  sold  Our  Lady 
he  might  serve  his  apprenticeshij)  afterwards  for  cent  per  cent  on 
in  pleasant  places.  the  orit^inal    purchase-money.     In 

On  the  whole,  he  had  had  lit-  fact,  alt^iough  he  might  be  taken 
tie  reason  to  complain  ;  and  if  he  in  now  and  then,  as  must  be  the 
went  through  a  good  deal  of  dis-  fate  of  the  very  shrewdest  in  ex- 
illusioning,  he  had  the  grace  to  perience,  he  generally  put  out  good 
acknowledge  that  the  faults  were  money  at  usury,  and  could  realise 
his  own.  He  was  quick,  but  not  his  investments  in  the  aggregate  at 
industrious;  he  was  adroit,  but  a  handsome  profit, 
scarcely  reliable.  He  began  at  He  married  young  and  for  love, 
Florence  as  attache  at  the  Court  which  might  appear  to  be  ineon- 
of  the  Grand  Duke  in  the  good  old  sistent  with  his  practical  char- 
days,  and  there  he  made  his  repu-  acter ;  but,  as  it  chanced,  the  lady 
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had  a  considerable  fortune,  which  appreciation.  Perhaps  it  was  the 
was  subsequently  increased  by  an  unfeigned  and  only  half -conscious 
unexpected  inheritance.  The  lady  flattery  of  Jack  Venables  in  that 
had  likewise  a  will  of  her  own,  as  respect,  which  had  drawn  the  elder 
she  had  a  right  to  have,  and  we  adventurer  most  strongly  towards 
daresay  there  may  have  been  do-  the  younger  one. 
mestic  tussles  before  she  was  per-  Jack  had  expressed  his  admi- 
mitted  to  indulge  it.  At  any  rate,  ration  and  astonishment  at  the 
the  pair-ultimately  signed  terms  of  number  and  variety  of  those  irons 
peace,  and  agreed  to  go  each  their  of  Mr  Winstanley,  though  he  had 
own  way  as  they  liked,  coming  to-  merely  heard  of  a  few  of  them  in 
got  her  on  a  footing  of  friendship  course  of  conversation, 
when  they  pleased.  Winstanley  "  Well,  you  see,"  said  Win- 
had  gone  through  all  the  successive  Stanley,  complacently,  "  I  have 
grades,  from  unpaid  attach^  to  lived  in  many  places  in  my  time, 
trst  secretary  of  legation  ;  and  then  and  have  always  made  it  a  golden 
he  became  a  promising  Minister,  rule  to  turn  my  opportunities  to 
altliough  he  had  never  risen  to  the  the  best  advantage." 
rank  of  ambassador.  That,  as  I  *^  And  such  opportunities  ! " 
said,  was  ver}^  much  his  own  fault,  sighingly  ejaculated  Jack. 
He  was  able,  but  only  too  versatile,  "Such  opportunities,  you  may 
for  he  wanted  ballast.  He  loved  well  say.  jso  man  can  do  more 
change  of  scene,  and  was  willing  in  the  speculative  way  than  one 
to  be  shifted  anywhere,  from  the  of  her  Majesty's  diplomatic  repre- 
Hague  or  Frankfort  to  Quito  or  sentatives  in  foreign  parts.  The 
Pekin.  And  all  that  could  cer-  misfortune  is,  with  men  sent  to 
taiuly  be  predicate<l  of  him  at  the  Peru  or  Patagonia,  or  those  sort  of 
Foreign  Office  was,  that  he  would  places,  that  very  few  of  them  have 
scarcely  be  settled  ere  he  would  money.  They  try  to  live  on  their 
wish  to  change  again.  And  a  incomes,  or  to  save  upon  them,  and 
change  he  invariably  succeeded  in  they  fail  ignominiously.  Now  I 
effecting,  which  may  have  gone  far  had  money,  as  it  happened.  Trade 
to  account  for  his  complacent  sub-  is  forbidden  even  to  consuls  now, 
mission,  though  lie  went  revolving  very  properly,  though  the  poor 
in  secondary  spheres  in  place  of  devils  have  often  to  starve  upon  a 
rising  to  the  primary.  j)ittance,  in  obedience  to  j)eremp- 
So  that  even  in  the  discharge  of  tory  though  righteous  rules.  But 
his  strictly  official  duties,  the  pro-  a  free  Briton  may  always  invest 
verb  of  the  rolling  stone  could  his  money  in  whatever  quarter  of 
liardly  Ix*  said  to  apj)ly  to  him,  the  globe  he  haj>j)ens  to  find  him- 
for  he  rolled  out  of  one  good  berth  self.  A  diplomatist  has  always 
into  another,  and  had  always  re-  .access  to  the  best  information,  and 
•spectable  ]>ay  an<l  appointments,  should  bo  able  to  count  on  his 
But  Ih*  wa>  a  man  who  had  many  position  for  guaranteeing  his  being 
ir«ms  in  the  lir«',  and  had  a  mar-  honestly  dealt  with." 
vcllous  instinct  tor  never  burning  "So,  sir?"  again  ejaculated 
hir*  tingers.  As  to  that,  we  may  Jack,  hanging  on  the  lips  of  the 
ht  him  speak  for  himself,  as  it  was  speaker,  in  the  confident  hope  of 
a  vuhject  on  which  he  was  especi-  successfully  imitating  him. 
allv  fi'ud  of  sp«*akinir  when  he  could  Winstanley  was  pleased,  and 
make  sure  of  his  auilience.  Win-  went  on  ;  perhaps  he  had  his 
Stanley  detested  the  >emblance  of  rejisons  besides, 
boasting,  but  he  loved  sympathetic  "Look  here,  Venables;   I  have 


Tr-^  Fortune's  Whed.—Part  IIL  [June 

taken  a  liking  to  you,  and  I  don't  besides,  and  I  could   sec  that   he 

mind  tolling  you  something  of  my  would   shut'uj)  like  an  oyster  if  I 

iinancial  story  for  your  guidance,  cross-examined    him.       I   thanked 

I  owe  you  a  debt,  and  I  hope  to  do  him,  and  shook  hands,  and  chewed 

more  than   this  to  pay  it  ;  mean-  the  cud  of  meditation  through  a 

time  I   am   sure   I   may  count  on  sleepless  night.    If  I  sold,  I  should 

your  discretion,  for  you  conceive  it  lose  seriously,  and  might  possibly 

IS  not  to  every  one  that  I  should  be   let  in    after   all.      But   if   the 

give  a   rataloffue  raisi/niU  of  my  bank  was  safe,  it  must  be  the  time  to 

investments."  buy,  for  the  falling  shares  were  to 

Jack  merely  bowed  and  smiled,  be  had  for  a  song.     It  was  all  a 

— he  was  too  deej>ly  interested  to  question  t>f  Isaac^'s  good  faith,  for 

interrupt  ;    and    \\  instanley    pro-  he  was  assuredly  in  the  bank's  in- 

ceeded  : —  nermost  secrets,  and  as  to  that  I  ex- 

"  I  don't  j»retend  for  a  moment  eroised  my  diplomatic  perceptions^ 

that  the  list  is  exhaustive  ;  indeed  I   was    persuaded    that    the   man 

I  have  been  perpetually  selling  out  meant  kindly   by  me,   so  I   gave 

and  buying  agciin    elsewhere,  for  commission  to  sundry  brokers  to 

even  a  steady  run  of  gains  would  buy  Universal  shares.     Tlie  bank 

pall  intolerably.      I   merely   give  was  smashed   up  long  ago,  but  I 

you    some   illustrative  cases,   and  sold  all  I  had  bought  afterwards, 

mention  what  I  consider  the  turn-  contenting  myself  with  a  modest 

ing-points  in  my  career.  gain  of  £8000.     Had  I  chosen  to 

"I  flatter  myself   my   first   hit  hold  on,  I  might  have  made  half  as 

was  an  inspiration,  and  the  boldest  much  again  ;  and  had  I  stuck  to 

of  all.  When  in  the  Foreign  Office  the  investment,  I  should  have  been 

as  a  mere  boy,  I  had  made  friends  a  ruined  man. 
with  Isaacs,  the  great  Jew  iinan-        ''Those  were  pleasant  times  in 

cier ;   or  rather,    Isaacs   had    con-  Paris,  when  I  was  second  secretary 

descended   to   take  notice  of   me.  in  the  Faubourg  St.  Honor6,  during 

By  way  of  extraordinary  favour,  he  the  golden  days  of  the  Empire.  As 

had  allotted  me  a  few  sfiares  in  the  a  member  of  our  Legation,  I  knew 

l^niversal  l^ank.     The  shares  had  nothing  and  wished  to  know  noth- 

gone    u])   like  balloons,  and  they  ing  of  such  things  as  that  luckless 

came  down  again  as  if  the  gas  was  '  Mexican   Question,'  which   came 

escaj)ing    through    rents,    m     the  on   later,  and  was  handed  over  to 

])anic   of 1   don't  jjrecisely  re-  De  Morny  for  the  payment  of  his 

member  the  year.  I  was  in  debts.  But  I  cultivated  M  Hauss- 
niortal  terror,  for  the  liability  was  man  and  the  MM  Fould.  I  used 
unlimited;  and  I  was  in  blessed  to  dine  with  those  magnificent  gen- 
ignorance  of  the  bank's  transactions  tlemen  pretty  frequently,  smoking 
and  resources.  I  rushed  off  to  my  cigarettes  over  sweet  champagne 
friend  Isaacs.  I  think  I  must  at  dessert,  and  by  putting  two  and 
have  tak«^n  his  fancy,  as  you  have  two  together  I  exercised  my  pre- 
taken  mine.  It  was  after  dusk,  science  and  picked  up  sundry  lots  of 
in  his  private  sitting-room,  and  house  property  on  the  lines  of  the 
before  answering  he  went  to  see  Prefect's  projected  demolitions. 
if  the  door  was  shut,  and  if  the  "I  had  got  rid  of  most  of  them 
shutters  were  safe.  Then  he  came  before  I  was  sent  on  to  Vienna,  to 
back  to  me  with  an  air  of  mystery,  profit  by  my  Parisian  experiences 
and  told  me  that  the  concern  was  m  the  Kaiserstadt.  I  had  my 
absolutely  safe.  SSchwartzchild '  knife  and  fork  at  Schwartschild's 
was   the   only   word    he    dropped  mansion  in  the  Leopoldplats,  and  I 
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had  my  little  interest  in  the  house  gretted  it,  for  satisfactory  specula- 
speculations,  in  the  Danube  Valley  tion  is  the  salt  of  life. 
Kedaraation  schemes  and  the  Hun-  "  But  I  am  getting  prosaic,  and 
garian  Land-banks.  Well,  well,  I  fear  I  begin  to  twaddle.  Oh 
perhaps  it  was  lucky  for  me  that  yes,  it  is  no  use  your  protesting — 
the  Viennese  society  and  blank  1  take  your  civility  for  what  it  is 
days  of  bear-shooting  in  the  Car-  worth.     And  at  any  rate,  I  should 

fathians  bored  me.     At  all  events  say  little  about  my  squabbles  with 

was  in  Pekin,  having  cleared  out  the  Foreign  Office, 

everything  Austrian   at  handsome  "As      for   successive      Foreign 

prorfts  before  the  krach  came  in  Secretaries,  I  always  found  them 

the  great  exhibition  year.     By  the  the   most   impracticable  of  men." 

way,  I  remember  that  relative  of  And   here   Mr  Winstanley  smiled, 

yours,  Mr  Moray,  in  China,  but  we  "  They  said — and  you  may  imagine 

will  talk  about  him  another  time,  how  absurd  the  accusation  was — 

I     soon     tired    of      China,     and  that  I  was  never  to  be  counted 

touched  nothing  there.     No  doubt  upon  from  month  to  month  ;  that 

there    was    money    to    be    made  the    health    and    digestion    which 

by  outsiders   in   silks  and  opium,  seemed  perfect  in  London  were  al- 

But   the  fact  was,  it  was  the  kind  ways    breaking  down   in   foreign 

of  money-making  which  is  likely  to  climates  ;    that  I  was  perpetually 

leave   pitch  on  the  fingers.     And  giving    myself   leave  of  absence  ; 

as  I  caught  an  ague  besides,  I  went  and  that  if  they  sent  a  specially 

to  sun  myself  and  get  rid  of  the  important  despatch,  I  was  always 

shivers  in  the  dry  uplands  of  the  crossing  it  en  route.  You  conceive, 

Columbian     Republic.       There    I  that  to  a  gentleman  of  comfortable 

dipped  into  coffee-plantations,  and  means,  there  was  no  dealing  with 

dyed  my  hands  in  mdigo-growing,  officials  of  that  stamp.     So  I  inti- 

— always  in  the  way  of  legitimate  mated  courteously,that,  leaving  my 

investments,    remember  ;     and     I  services  at  her  Majesty's  disposal, 

shouM  have  done  a  good  deal  better  I  was  quite  content  to  be  shelved 

than  I  did,  had  it  not  been  for  the  in    the   meantime.      To   do   them 

moral  tone  of  the  country.     I  give  justice,  they  took  me  readily  at  my 

you  my  word  of  honour,  that  when  word,  offering  me  the  ribbon  of  St 

you  ixet  mixed  u])  with  a  syndicate  Michael    and   St  George,  which  I 

there,  the  rascals  would  leave  even  declined  respectfully  with  thanks." 

a  British    ^Minister   in    the   lurch;  "  Did  you  not  find  it  a  little  dull, 

and  more  tlian  once  I  had  to  come  sir,  that  change  to  a  private  life?" 

down     handsomely,    to    save    the  "Dull,  my  good  friend  I    dull! 

credit  of  those  whom  malevolent  Why,   I   am  never   dull.     I  have 

scandal  might  have  c-alle<l  my  con-  always  been  too  full  of  occupations. 

fed<-rates.     But  I  ]>ray  you  to  ob-  As  for  being  bored  sometimes,  I 

serve,  my  youni^  friend, that  though  don't  say  :  that  is  a  different  thing 

I  have  made*  many  hits  in  my  time,  altogether,    and    the    common    lot 

I  never  in  my  life  did  one  dishon-  of  well-to-do  humanity.     At  this 

orable   action,    and    so   I    saw  my  moment  1  have  no  end  of  promis- 

properties    in    Columbia    seriously  ing  schemes  on  hand,  as  you  will 

depr(ciate<l.     The    more    was   the  learn    when    we   improve  our   ac- 

pity.       Had    others     only    run    as  quaintance.     But  apropos  to  being 

straight,   I    might    have     left    the  bored,    having   a   conscience    and 

Leiration    there  with   a   handsome  some  consideration  for  you,  I  shall 

fortune.     And  I  don't  know,  after  ring  for  my  candle,  and  wish  you 

all,  but   what   I   should   have   re-  good-night  . 


I 
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NEW  VIEWS  OF  SHAKESPEARE'S  SONNETS:  THE  "OTHER  POET" 

IDENTIFIED. 

II.  —  RESEMliLANCKS. 

The  arguraoiit  for  the  idontitica-  restricted  to  a  comparison  of  the 

tion  of  Dante  as  the  "  other  poet "  structure  of  Shakespeare's  sonnetic 

referred  to  by  Shakespeare  in  Son-  poem   with   the   structure  of   one 

nets  Ixxviii.-lxxxvi.,  as  conducted  very  notable  poem  of  Dante  ;  and 

in  this  Magazine  for  Juno  of  last  to  a  comparison  of  the  method  of 

year/   consisted   exclusively    of   a  the  poetic  argument  in  the  Sonnets 

comparison  of  the  description  given  with  the  poetic  method  according  to 

by  Shakespeare  of  that  other  poet  which   Dante  develops  his  idea  of 

and    his    writings   with   what    is  Beatrice  in  the  "  Vita  Nuova,"  the 

known    of    Dante   and    with     the  **  Commedia,"  the  "  Convito,"  and 

prominent   characteristics    of    his  the  **  Canzoniere,"  or  minor  poems. 
verse.     Although    that    argument        The  resemblance  of  the  structure 

is   in   itself    conclusive   and  com-  of  Shakespeare's  sonnetic  poem  to 

lete,  yet  the  position  established  a  poem  of  Dante's  in  the  "  Vita 

y  it  admits  of   being  confirmed  Nuova,"  is  such  as  seems  to  prove 

and   illustrated    by   an   argument  that  Shakespeare  framed  the  atrur- 

founded  on  the  resemblances  ob-  ture  of  tlie  Sonnets,  considere<l  as 

servable  between   the   Sonnets  of  a  continuous  poem,  according  to  the 

Shakespeare    and   certain   of    the  pattern  set  before  him  by  Dante. 
writings  of  Dante.    The  conclusion        As  we  have  had  no  pioneer  in 

to   winch    this   special     argument  the  process  of  investigation  which 

leads  is,  tliat  it  is  highly  ])robabIe  has    led    us  to  the  conclusions  to 

that   Shakespeare,  in    writing   his  which  we  have  come  respecting  the 

Sonnets,  set  some  of  the  writings  Sonnets  of  Shakespeare  in  relation 

of  Dante  before  him  as  the  model  to  the  waitings  of  Dante,  it  is  neces- 

according  to  which  he  framed  the  sary  that  we   should   here  distin- 

structure   of    his    sonnetic   poem,  guish  between  the  structure  of  the 

and  developed  the  thought,  idea,  individual  sonnets  and  the  struc- 

or  device   expounded  in    it.     But  ture  of  the  sonnetic  poem.     This 

the   probability   thus    arrived    at  distinction  is  the  same  as  that  be- 

becomes  a  (?ertaint3-,  when  to  the  tween   the   shape   of    the   several 

argument     from    resemblances    is  stones  in  a  building,  and  the  shape 

added   another  founded   on   iden-  of  the  building  as  made  up  of  the 

tities  in  the  thought,  imagery,  and  stones  fitted  into  their  respective 

phraseology  occurring  in  the  Son-  places.     The  stones  may  be  all  of 

nets  of  Shakespeare  and  in  some  one  shape  or  size, — in  this  respect 

of  the  writings  of  Dante.    And  the  their  structure  is  the  same.     Bat 

certaintv  thus  attained,  when  com-  by  their  adjusted  relations  to  each 

bined  with  the  demonstration  given  other,  and  their  subordination  to 

in     our     former    argument,    will  the  main  purpose  and  idea  of  the 

**  make  assurance  doiibly  sure."'  architect,  they  make   up  the  one 

The  argument  from  the  resein-  whole  called  the  building,  or  the 

blance  between  the    Sonnets  and  architectural  effect  designed  by  the 

certain  of  Dante's  writings  may  be  builder.     So  is  it  in  the  stracture 

'  S<*e  Blackwood's  Magazine,  Juno  1884.  '  Macbeth,  iv.  1.  88. 
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and  adjastment  of  the  ■onnets  in  fooiteGn  lines.    Of  tbeee  two,  the 

relation  to  the  sonnetio  poem  con-  oncH-Sonnet  zeiz. — ^ia    nuide   op 

sidered  as  a  whole.  of  fifteen  ;  and  the  other— Sonnet 

By  the  conjectural  and  groea-  ozzvi. — of  only  twelve  lines.  This 

witted     criticisniy     Shakespeare's  latter  sonnet  seems  to  have  been 

*' deep -brained     sonnets ''^    have  intentionally    left    unfinished.    It 

been  regarded  and  treated  as  if  is  in  another  respect  marked  and 

they  were  a  miscellany  or  jumbled  peculiar ;  for  in  it  there  is  no  al- 

maarisal  of  poetical  exercises  writ-  temation  in  the  rhyme.    The  mz 

ten  without  a  purpose,  and  thrown  successive  couplets  of  which  it  con- 

together    without    a    plan.'     By  sists,  rhyme  with  each  other,  with- 

legitimate  criticism  prosecuted  ao-  out  the  ^*  cross  metre  "of  which 

cording  to  the  inductive  or  Baco-  Ghtscoigne    speaks  in    his  '^Notea 

nian  method,  these    sonnets    are  of  Instruction.''     With  only  one 

found  to  be  not    only  carefully  exception— Sonnet   cxlv. — au  the 

numbered  and  detailed  by  their  sonnets    consist    of    lines   made 

author  or  "  onl;^-beffettery   '    but  up   of   ten  syllables.    The   lines 

also  to  be  set  in  their  adjusted  of   this    Hermit    Sonnet  contain 

places  according  to  their  designed  each  only  eight  syllables.    These 

relation  to  the  main  idea  and  pur-  three — xcix.,  cxxvi.^  and   cxlv. — 

pose  of  the  poet.  are,  as  we  think,  designedly  excep- 

Each  sonnet  is  composed  accord-  tional  in  their  form  or  stmctnTe, 
ing  to  the  idea,  form,  or  structure  each  of  them  being  intended  to 
of  a  sonnet  indicated  in  "  Certa;pe  gerve  a  special  purpose  in  rda- 
Notes  of  Instruction  for  the  making  tion  to  the  poetic  development  of 
of  Verse  or  Rhyme  in  English,  the  thought  and  the  adjusted  dis- 
written  at  the  reauest  of  Master  tribution  of  the  several  parts  <tf 
Edonardo  Donati  oy  Georg^e  Gas-  the  poetic  whole.  Another  sonnet 
coiffne,  Esquire."  This  enchiridion  — izvi — ^is  at  least  unique,  if  it  in 
or  little  handbook  was  published  not  exceptional  in  its  form  and 
in  1575.  In  it  Gascoigne  8a;^s  :  structure.  It  is  framed  according 
<'  Some  think  that  all  poems  (being  to  a  method  by  no  means  uncom- 
short)  may  be  called  sonets,  as,  mon  at  the  time,althou2h  it  is  the 
indeed,  it  is  a  diminutive  word  only  instance  of  the  kina  in  Shakes- 
derived  of  sonare ;  but  yet  I  speare's  Sonnets.  It  holds  the 
can  beste  allowe  to  call  these  son-  mirror  up  to  the  Elizabethan  age  ; 
nets  which  are  fouretene  lynes,  and  it  bears  a  very  marked  resem- 
every  lyne  conteynin^  tenne  syl-  blance  to  certain  places  in  GhM- 
lables.  The  first  twelve  to  ryme  coigne's  "  Steel  Glass,"— more  j^r- 
in  staves  of  foure  lynes  by  cross  ticularly  to  the  ^  place  beginning 
metre,  and  the  3ast  two  rymiM  with  the  words — 
togither  do  conclude  the  whole.*^  <(  For  whiles  I  mark  this  weak  and 
Vnth  only  two  exceptions,  all  the  wretched  world," 
SonneU  of  Shakespeare  consist  of  and  ending  with  the  sentence — 

1  See  A  Lover's  Complaint,  by  Shakespeare.  ^.    ^  ,   ^,_ 

«  The  most  recent  and  most  elaborate  example  of  this  cntical  metnoa  is  to- 

nished  by  Dr  Charles  Mackay,  who  says :    "The  sonnets  are  not  arranged  In 

consecuttve  order,  but  are  thrown  pell-mell  into  the  mass."  ^^.   ^      ^     „  ^ 

»  Dedication  of  the  Sonnets  to  theii  Author,  Parent,  or  **  Onlie  Begetter,"  By 

the  Publisher,  T.  T.  (Thomas  Thorpe).       ^  «      a  u^^  t>      •  *      -«.  a^ 

*  Certayne  Notes,  &c.,  hv  George  Gascoigne.    See  Arbers  Beprmts :  or  oa^ 
igne's  Works  edited  by  Hazlitt. 
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**  Ami  none  serreGod  hut  onl y  tongue-  poems,  all  adjusted  in  their  flpecific 

tied  men.'*'*  relations  to  the  main  theme,  thus  : 

So  strikingr  is  the    resemblance  of  I'-x^"-?  xiv.-xvi.,  xvii.-xix.,  xx.,xxi.- 

this    sonnet  to    Gascoigne's  poem  xxiv.,    xxv.,    xxvi.-xxxv.,     xxxyi.- 

that  it  might  be  entitled  "Shake-  ^lii.,  xlm..xlvn.,  xlvin.-ln.,  liii.-liv., 

speare's  Steel   Glass  :  showing  the  ^v.,  Ivi.-lxv.     The  second  half    of 

image  of   the   Elizabethan  time."  this  poem  is  divided  into  two  parts 

In  it  Shakesj^eare,  as  if  condensing  ^Y  t^»^:  fo»"et  of  fifteen  lines— Son- 

and  reproducing  Gascoigne's  sen-  "^^  xcix.     thus  :  Ixvi.-xcviii.,  xcix.- 

timents,  begins  s  lying-  ^xxvi.     Each  of  these  parts  admits 

of  being  subdivided   according  to 

**  Tired  with  all  these,  for  restful  death  the  development  of  the  thought  in 

^^^»"  this    truly    marvellous   8ecti<»n    of 

and    ends   by   a  repetition  of  the  Shakespeare's  "deep-brained  " son- 

same  statement-  °«t'«   P^?"^-  ^i^M^?"^^   ^t?  ^^^'^'■ 

sions  and    subdivisions   which  we 

^^  Tired  with  all  these^fromthese  would  have  noted  are  those  indicated  in 

/  be  gone,  the  poem  itself  as  by  Shakespeare's 

Sace  that,  to  diCy/ leave  mg  love  alone,''  finger-mark,  yet  there  is  another 

What  is  this  but  a  reproduction  of  P^^f  Pjf  «^  division  also  indicated 

the  sentiment    of   Gascoigne  in  a  ^^  ^1^^  finger-mark  of  the  poet   ac- 

contextual  connection  in  exact  ac-  ^^""^^^^  ^P  ^^^^^  ^]?®  sonnets  of  the 

cordance   with  that  in   which  the  ™^^"  »^"^«  "^^^  ^^  .  <ii8t"^"ted  ; 

same  sentiment   is  found  in  Gas-  thus-i.-xxxv.,   xxxvi-xcvi    xcvii., 

coigne's  "  Steel  Glass"?—  xcviii ,  xcix.-cxxvi.     This  division 

may  be  said  to  overlap  or  cross- 

**  And  to  be  playne,  I  see  myself  so  divide  the  other ;  but  this  is  only 

playne,          ^      ,.,  in  appearance,  not  in  reality ;  and 

si^med"  "'''                *^*^  """^^  ^  due  attention   to   it    will   ^atly 

As  were  Umt  that  Reason  ruleth  me,  ^?},?   ^\^    interpreter     for  it   wifl 

/  shotild  in  rage  this  face  of  mine  de-  oblige  him  to  keep  before  his  mmd 

/ace."'  certain  ideas  on  which  the  whole 

poem  depends.  The  sonnets  ad- 
The  structural  function  of  this  dressed  to  "  the  mistress  "  of  the 
unique  sonnet — Ixvi. — ^in  relation  poet's  "  passion  " — Sonnets  cxxviL- 
to  the  whole  sonnetic  poem,  is  the  cliv. — are  divided  into  two  sub- 
same  as  that  of  the  three  excep-  poems  or  parts  by  the  octosyllabic 
tional  sonnets.  For  as  each  of  sonnet — cxlv.  Of  these  sub-poems 
these  three  serves  to  indicate  a  the  first  consists  of  Sonnets  cxxvii.- 
division  and  a  transition  in  the  cxliv.;  the  second  of  Sonnets  cxlv.- 
poem,  so  this  unique  sonnet  divides  cliv.  In  these  two  parts  the  poet's 
and  unites  the  two  parts  of  the  *^  mistress "  is  contemplated  and 
main  theme  ;  the  first  part  consist-  addressed  in  aspects  and  relations 
ing  of  Sonnets  i.-lxv. — the  second,  not  only  distinct,  but  also  totally 
of  Sonnets  Ixvi.-cxxvi.  This  di-  different  the  one  from  the  other, 
vision  is  manifestly  intended  by  according  to  the  distribution  of  his 
Shakespeare.  And,  according  to  it,  passion  made  in  the  "  two  loves  " 
the  first  half  of  the  poem  divides  of  Sonnet  cxlv.  In  the  first  divi- 
itself  into   a   number     of     minor  sion  of  the  Handmaid    Series  the 


'  The  Steele  Glas :  a  Satyre  copiled  by  George  Gascoigne,  Esquire.    Together 
with  the  Oomplainte  of  Philomene  :  an  Elegie  devised  by  the  same  Author.1676 
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poet's  '*  mifltresB ''  is  first  observed  saored    and   momentous,   and    to 

and  addressed  as  she  appears  nnder  thoagbts  tbe  most  profound.    To 

tbe  vail  of  sorrow  ana  reproach —  these  are  added    the   remarkable 

Sonnet  cxxvii.      She  is  Uien    ad-  group— the  sonnets  of  the  "  wM  ** 

dressed  as  she  is  seen  in  the  midst  •— cxxxiy.-cxliiL    Can  any  of  the 

of  light,  music,  and  joy— Sonnet  critics  give  a  rational  explanation 

cxxvui.     From  the  contemplation  of  the  term  will  used  seven  times 

and  praise  of  this  fonn  of  beauty,  in  Sonnet  cxxxiv.,  three  times  in 

love,  purity,  and  joy,  the  poet,  m  Sonnet  cxxxv.,  and  but  once  in 

Sonnet  cxxix,    by  a  rebound  of  Sonnet  cxliii  ?    Sonnet  exliv.  is  an 

thought  after  the  manner  of  Dante,  expository sonnet,designed  to  serve, 

descends  as  into  the  Inferno,  and  in  relation  to  the  sonnets  addressed 

depicts  the  hideous  form  of  false  to  the  poet's  mistress,  the  same 

love  or  lust,  saying —  function  as  the  expository  sonnete, 

**  The  expense  of  spirit  in  a  waste  of  annexed  to  Sonnet  xx.  in  the  main 

shame  series,  are  desiffned  to  serve  in  rs» 

Is  lust  in  action ;  and  till  action,  lust  lation  to  the  i^ole  thema    In  this 

Is  perjured,  murderous,  bloody,  full  of  sonnet  the  poet  tells  us  that  he  is 

blame^^  conscious  of 'Uwo  loves."  Does  it 

"tolat^'"^'  '  *^"^^  ^^^  **•  confession  that  he 

trust.  was,  as  the  director  of  a  certain  so- 

This  IS  lust,  concupiscence,  or  hell  ^iety  and  some  of  hisOerman  teach- 

in   the  heart:    it    is  sin   in  con-  ers  and  English  sateUites  represent 

ception   or   before  the  act,   "  till  him  to  have  been,  a  grossly  sensual 

action,"—  mj^u?    Does  it  follow  from  this 

"  A  bliss  in  proof,  and  proved,  a  very  *»*  I^^d  Herbert  or  Lord  South- 
woe  ;  am{>ton,  or  tfny  other  young  man 

Before,  a   joy  proposed ;  behind,   a  of  title  or  of  high  degree,  was  the 

dream.  one  angel — <<T^e  b^ter  angel  a 

All  this  the  world  well  knows;  yet  inan  rfght  fair"?  or  that  some 

none  knows  well  sluttish     woman    was    the    other 

"5^  heU^^''*'"                  °'^''  angel-"  The  worser  spirit,  a  wo. 

man  coloured  ill ;  my  female  evil 

This  sonnet  is  one  of  the  most  seeking  to  win  me  soon  to 
vivid,  comprehensive,  and  masterly  hell "  ? '  Does  not  Dante,  times 
of  all  the  Sonnets  of  Shakespeare,  without  number,  make  the  same 
It  is  really  a  condensation  by  the  confession  ?  Does  not  Michael 
nse  of  nine  epithets  of  Dante's  nine-  Anselo,  in  some  of  his  most  beau- 
circled  Inferno.  It  is  followed  by  tif ul  sonnets,  make  confession  of 
a  triplet  in  which  certain  very  de-  the  same  duality  in  his  great  and 
finite  attributes  and  qualities  of  pure  soul  ?  Does  not  the  Apostle 
the  poet's  love  are  described  and  JPaul  himself  groan  out  the  same 
commended-Sonnets  cxxx.-cxxxii.  confession  in  the  seventh  chapter 
In  Sonnets  cxxxii.,  exxxiii.,  expres-  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Romanst 
sion   is  given   to  facts   the   most  Must  we  therefore  think  of  Dante, 

^  A  short  sentence  of  Erasmus  expounds  the  meaning  of  Shakespeare's  words 
in  this  sonnet  (exliv.) :  **Mulierem  autem  Camalem  hominis  partem  intelligs. 
Hsec  est  enim  Eva  nostra  per  quam  versutissimus  serpens,  ad  mortiferas  volup- 
tates  mentem  nostram  illectat.'*— See  Enchiridion  Militis  Christiani,  hj  Eras- 
mus, 1518.  An  English  version  of  this,  entitled  '  The  Manuell  of  the  Cmzistea 
Knyght,'  was  **  imprinted  at  London  the  xv.  day  of  Kovembre  1S88." 
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Michael  Angelo    or  the    Apostle  a  transition  for  which  Shakespeare 

as  if  they  were  sensually-minded  prepared  the  reader  by  the  "  two 

men?      The  critics  might  be  so  loves "  spoken  of  in  the  preceding 

rational  or  as  poetical  as  not  to  sonnet.     In  Sonnet  cxlvi.  the  poet 

forget  that  man's  soul  consists  of  holds  a  conference  with  himself — 

reason  and  passion,  and  thiit  "  man  a  colloquy  with  his  own  soul, 
new  made"  consists  of  spirit  and  ^  .  ^, 

flesh.     They  might  remember  that  "  Poor  soul,  the  centre  of  my  sinful 

Augustine  very  often  speaks  of  the  ^    ^v^^^  earth-these  rebel  powers 
!  ^es*^     as  a  sort  of;*  female  evil,  ^^at  thee  array." 

in  every  man.     Their  studies  may 

not,  however,  have  been  so  much  The  repetition,  "  my  sinful  earth," 

in    Augustine   as   in    a  literature  serves  for  confirmation,  as  Augns- 

unknown  to  Shakespeare,   by    the  tine  so  often  remarks,  respecting 

help   of   which    they   think    they  similar  repetitions.     The   distinc- 

can  best   expound     the     writings  t'on  made  in  this  sonnet  between 

of    England's    great    and    gentle  the    soul    and    the    powers    that 

poet,  as  if  he — *'  Dear  son  of  mem-  invest    it    and    rebel    against    it, 

ory,  great  heir  of   fame,"  * — were  governs   all   that   is   said   by   the 

such   a  one    as    themselves.     Tu  poet  in  Sonnets  cxlvii.-clii.     Son- 

them   and   to  all   such   he  says  in  nets  cxlvii.-cxlix.   form   a  triplet^ 

Sonnet  cxxi.  : —  in  each  of  which  analytic  descrip- 

1*  XT     T        .1.  X  T  J  *v     i.v  X  tiou  is  given  of  one  of  the  three 

leJel™               """"^             ^^  '•^^i^^l  ^'i«^«  ^'^  V*«*''^"«  ^^  ^»"**** 

At  my  abuses  reckon  up  their  own  :  "a^^^e   (Augustine).     Sonnets   cL, 

I  may  be  straight,  though  they  them-  di.  treat  of  the  soul  proper,  as  dis- 

sclves  bo  bevel ;      *  tinguished  from  the  rebel  passions 

By  their  rank  thoughts  my  deeds  must  in  Sonnet  cxlvi.     And  in  Sonnet 

not  be  shown  ;  clii. — an  insoluble  problem  to  the 

Unless  this  goneral  evil  tliev  maintain,  critics— Shakespeare  expounds  and 

All  men  are  bad,  and  m  their  badness  y^^^   ^^  -^^^  ^^^ved  bv  him, 

^^*  like  many  other  ideas  in  the  Son- 

The  critics,forsooth,are  all  sj)irit,  nets,  from  Augustine.      The  two 

not  flesh.     They  are  "  plain   can-  terminal  sonnets,  cliii.,  cliv.,  serve 

non  tire,  and  smoke  and  bounce."  *  as  two  envoys  to  the  whole  of  the 

So  are  other  critics    and     accus-  preceding  songs.     In  the  one  of 

ers  belonging  to  the  order  repre-  them  the  natural  aspects,  uses,  and 

sen  ted  by  the ''suborned  informer"  relations   of  his  great  theme  are 

mentioned  in  Sonnet  cxxv.     Son-  expounded  ;  *   in    the    other,    the 

net  cxlv.   is   exceptional  in  struc-  spiritual  aspects,  uses  and  relations 

ture  ;  it  is  octosyllabic,  and  serves  of  his  great  theme — in  so  far  as  it 

to  indicate  a  transition   in  the  de-  is ''the  marriage  of  true  minds"— 

velopment  of  the  poetic  thought —  are  expounded  and  extolled.  * 

^  Milton's  sonnet  prefixed  to  the  1632  edition  of  Shakespeare's  works. 
«  King  John,  ii.  1.  462. 

'  **  Against  fit  rang  t  nuilas  a  sovereign  cure.'* — Sonnet  cliii. 
*'  Marrie  thcrefort* ;  for  marriage  will  destroy 
Tfiose  pai^ioiis  which  to  i/out?{fttJ  head  do  climb^ 
Mothers  and  nurses  of  all  vain  annoy." 

--Qeron  to  Histvr :    Arcadia,  fol.  201,  ed.  1508. 
*  '*  Ix>vc'8  tire  hoat^  water ;  water  cools  not  love." — Sonnet  cliv.  ^ 
**  Much  water  cannot  quench  love,  neither  can  the  flood  drown  it" 

^CanticleSj  viii.  7 :  Geneva  veniOD. 
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To  the  most  superficial  obserya-  on  the  reader's  mind,  after  a  oare- 

tion  these  sonnets  distribute  them-  fnl  study  of  the  poem  of  the  five 

selves  into  three  distinct  parts  or  sonnets,  and  of  the  comments  an- 

poems  :    the  first  the  proemium,  nexed  to  it,  will  be  that  Shake- 

1.-XZV. ;     the  second  tne   theme,  speare  used  this  poem  as  the  model 

xzvi.-cxzvi.  ;    and  the  third  the  according  to  which  he  shaped  and 

handmaid    or    auxiliary,    cxxvii-  distributed  the  several  parts  of  his 

cliv.     Each  of  these  three  main  own  Rreat  poem  of  a  hundred  and 

parts  is' subdivided  according  to  fifty-four  sonnets.    For  not  only  is 

the    progressive    development   of  Shakespeare's  poem  divided  into 

the    thought  in    each    sub-poeuL  proemium,    theme  and  anziliarT^ 

The  way  m  which  the^  are  articu-  out  each  sub-poem  divides  itself 

lated  having  been  indicated  in  our  according  to  the  sonnets  oocurring 

analysis  of  the  whole  and  of  its  in  it,  just  as  according  to  the  ana« 

several  parts,  we  may,  for  the  pur-  lytic  comment  of  Dante  the  several 

pose  of  comparing  Shakespeare's  Pfurts  of  his  little  poem  are  sub* 

poem  with  one  of  Dante's  in  the  divided.    Great  in  the  poetic  fa- 

**  Vita  Nuova,"  accept  the  division  oulty,  these  two  illustrious  writers 

of  the  poem  as  consisting  of  proem-  were  ^reat  in  the  faculty  of  poetie 

ium,  theme,  and  auxiliary.    With  analysis.    Nor  can  the  writinas  of 

this  division  or  distribution  of  the  either  poet  be  interpreted  wiUiout 

parts    of    Shakespeare's    sonnetic  the  exercise  of  some  little  analytic 

poem,  let  the  reader  now  turn  to  power  and  skill  on  the  part  of  the 

Dante's  poem  in  the  ''  Vita  Nuo-  mterpreter. 

va,"  beginning  with  the  words —  The  second  part  of  the  argument 

,_    ,.       u    •    T      «  t            J     t  founded  on  the  resemblances  be- 

DidiM  who  m  Love's  lore  are  deeply  ^^^„  ^^^  g^„^^^  ^f  Shakespeare 

I  of  my  lady  would  discourse  w!th  "?^  *®  writings  of  Dante  consists 

yon/'  of    a  comparison   of    the    noetio 

method  according  to  which  Shake- 
This  exquisite  poem  seems  to  have  speare  develops  bis  thought  in 
been  the  poetic  model  of  the  struc-  tnis  poem,  in  relation  to  the  in  ven- 
ture according  to  which  Shake-  tion  or  device  on  which  all  the 
speare  framed  and  distributed  the  sonnets  depend,  and  the  method 
parts  of  his  poem.  It  is  made  up  according  to  which  Dante  develops 
of  on\j  five  sonnets,  divided  into  the  idea  of  Beatrice, 
proemium — the  1st  sonnet ;  into  The  complex  and  complete  idea 
theme — the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  sonnets ;  or  device  of  Shakespeare's  poem  is 
and  into  auxiliary  or  handmaid —  figured  in  the  20th  sonnet.  This 
the  5th  sonnet.  There  can  be  no  idea  or  device  is  by  him  called 
doubt  that  in  the  composition  of  "  the  master-mistress "  of  his 
this  little  poem  Dante  put  forth  *' passion."  All  the  sonnets  that 
his  utmost  skill.  And  we  do  not  precede  the  20th  lead  forward 
wonder  that  he  thought  it  worthy  and  upward  to  it ;  and  all  those 
of  a  most  minute,  exact,  and  elab-  that  follow  after  it  are  designed  to- 
orate  analysis  and  exposition  in  expound  and  develop  what  is  in- 
the  comment  annexed  to  it.  Let  eluded  in  it.  For  there  is  nothing 
the  reader  turn  to  it  in  the  or-  in  the  poem  that  is  not  summar- 
i^inal  Italian,  or  in  the  ver-  ised  or  comprehensively  firared  in 
sion  of  Sir  Theodore  Martin,  or  that  sonnet.  The  three  ideas  of 
in  that  of  Rosetti,  and  we  doubt  youthful  beauty,  inward  worth,, 
not  that  the  impression  produced  and  immortal  life,  govern  and  de* 
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termine   all   that  is   expressed   in  "And  where  you  seem  to  esteem 

the  first  nineteen  sonnets.     Youth,  love  a  thing  far  too  heavenly,  to  take 

with  external  bcautv  or  grace,  is  ^^  ground,  in  a  matter  which  m  your 

the   theme   of    the    first  "thiKeen  eTSl?  orbS^sXtaJ^^^^^ 

sonnets— i.-xiii.      Inward  worth—  ^^ror  you  fall  and  evil  do  vou  ae- 

"  truth  m  beauty  dyed  '[—-is  added  knowledge  the  groat  felicity  which  ia 

to  the   youthful  form  in    Sonnets  in  love,   as  tending  only  to  so  happy 

xiv.-xvi.  ;  and  to  this  immortality  an  end  (in  marriage),  by  the  which  is 

or  eternity  is  annexed   in  Sonnets  procured  an  immortjility  in  our  mor- 

xy[j  ^jx  tal  bodies  by  the  propagation  of  our- 

'    Iii  one  of  the  remarkable  poems  ??•!«!  '"  °"u|i^^,,L'1il'"lH^u 

-  T-k     X        v.-  1  I.       •           *  1  Mature  restimbles  the  wise  and  ais- 

of  Dante,  which  he  gives  and  ex-  ^^^^^    ^.^^her,    who,    foreseeing    the 

pounds   m   the    "  Convito,"   it   is  benefit    that  in    time  to    come    will 

said  of  true  worth,  gentleness,  or  prove  necessary  for  her  child  (wherein 

nobility —  his  slender  age  makes  him  ignorant), 

"  That  God  bestows  it  only  on  the  soul  ^y  gif^»  presents,  sweet  and  pleasant 

Which  in  its  earthly  garb  He  see^  speech,  with  other  alluremc^nts  apt  to 

From  imperfect ion/ree;sothatt?ie  seed  entice  his  youth,  she  pampereth  and 

Of  happiness  unites  itself  to  some,  drawcth  him    on    (without    that    he 

Planted  by   God  in  mind,  disposed  thinks  of  it)  to  direct  and  lead  to  the 

aright,  purpose  which  in    herself   she    hath 

The    soul  '  that  this  celestial    grace  ^^^^  ^^^  imagined,  until,  by  a  long 

adorns,  assistance  of  time  and  npe  connnna- 

In  secret  hides  it  not ;  tion  of  age,  this  child  is  fashioned  fit 

But  soonasto  its  earthly  mat ee&ponsed,  ^^^  ^he  purpose  of  his  mother,  to  both 

Displays  it  U7itil  death,'' ^  their   great   contentments:    even  so 

rpi       .'       ^  *  1     u       X       xL  ^    •  Xature,    our    wise    and     foreseeing 

The    immortal     beauty-.that    is,  ^j^^her,    pretending  in    herself   the 

the  eternal  love— of  which  bhake-  increase  ofthevxyrld  (Sonnets  i.,  xi.), 

spcare  sings,  in  renewing  itself  in  doth    sow  in    us,     from    our  begin- 

*^  love's  fresh  case  "  takes  to  itself  ning,    certain    little    seeds    of    love, 

a  form  or  body  through  which  it  which  we  suffer  easily  to  succeed  in 

may  give  to  itself  visible  expres-  ^'  ^*"  *^®y  congeal  to  a  ripe  and  per- 

sion  in  "  all  external  grace  "  (Son-  ^^^  t^"^^'  \^pl^  P  ^^^  ^^^  pleasure 
«^f  i;;;  \  t*^  ♦v,:-  i  j  ^  ^u  which  we  hold  m  community  with 
net  liii )  To  this  body,  as  the  ^^her  creatures,  but  rather,  as  I  have 
outward  organ  or  visible  expres-  said  (Siguier  Monophylo),  to  make  us 
sion  of  this  love,  belongs  the  immortal  in  our  mortality."* 
beauty  or  the  bloom  of  youth,  rpi  •  •  •  i  *u  -j  -.  >.r  i 
And  of  this  beauty  the  rose  is  the  ^\  '\  precisely  the  idea  of  love 
poetic  figure  or  symbol.  But  worked  out  in  Sonnets  i.-xiii.  For 
youthful  beautv,  like  the  bloom  of  *^^  ^^^^'^  proceed  on  the  tranBiton- 
the  rose,  soon  pisses  away.  As  a  l^^  ,  ^"^  mortality  of  external 
thing  of  time  It  is  mortal,  hence  ^"*^^^-  "?"^^  ^^"^  argument  for 
fii«  v»«/»^flo;f,r  rxf  ..•^.v^  ♦•  '-iu  marriaire,  with  aview  tothepropa- 
the  necessity  of  propagation  with  ^j^tio^^^of  what  shall  be  the  iler- 
a  view  to  the  perpetuating  of  its  g*^"^"  ^^  ^"*'^  snail  oe  ine  per- 

KoontTr  k,.  o  «,^«*;,,„„i  «..  ^      •  petuatine  representative,    Bucoes- 

beauty  b>  a  continual  succession  :  ^      ^^  ,^^j^  J,.  ^^          ,^  ;^„ 

?'reiT       '           '  ""^        ""  '""  '^l^«  «^t«rnal  graci  so    highly 

Thattherebvbeauty^srose  might  never  commended   in    the   first  thirteen 

die  ;     '  sonnets  is  but  the  visible  or  oat- 

But  as  the  ripi^r  should  by  time  decease,  ward  expression    of    that    grace. 

His  tender  heir  might  bearhismemory."  beauty,  or  worth  which  is,  within 


*  Convito,  translation  of  Canzoniere  by  Charles  IjrelL 

•  Monophylo,  by  Sir  Geoffraie  Fenton,  book  L  foL  44.     157f. 
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the  mind,  "  truth  in  heauty  dved  ^  lation  of  the  one  to  the  other  ]» 

(Sonnet    ci.)    The  poet'fl  "  love  **  fully  developed  in  Sonnet  liv. : — 

includes  in  it  inward  worth  as  well  ((q^^  how  much  more  doth  heaqjty 

as  outward  grace —  beauteous  seem 

„             ,                  ^  By  that  sweet  ornament  whidi  trofth 

**  l!i  all  external  grace  you  have  some  "    ^^^^y^  ^^e  I 

part*                               ^  The  rose  ^ks  fair,  but  fairer  we  tt 

'  .ut  you  hke  none,  none  yon,  for  con-  deem 

stant  heart"  For  that  sweet  odour  which  doth  hi  ak 

— Sonnet  liiL  live." 

The  beauty  of  his  love  as  ont-  ^  ^^^  sonnet  the  difference  bo- 
ward  and  visible  is  commended  by  tween  the  "old.*'  and  the  "new'*' 
all ;  but  it  is  far  otherwise  with  creature— between  youth  without 
it  as  it  is  inward,  spiritual,  and  inward  ^ce,  and  vouth  having  that 
invisible.       It    is    neither    seen,  grace— is  very  definitely  indicated : 

understood,  nor  appreciated  (Son-  u  j^e  canker-blooms  have  full  as  deei^ 

net  Ixix.)  ^  i^  dye 

The    distinction    between    the  As  ,the  perfumed  tincture  of  the  rosea, 

outward  and  the  inward  is  pro-  Hang  on  such  thorns  and  play  as  wiui- 

minently    presented  in   many    of  tonly 

the    sonnets,    implied     in    them  ^*^®IL?TT'*  ^^^^  ^^  ™^"^ 

^1,  but  it  is  for  the  first    tinae  But,  foJSS^e  only  is  their  show, 

brought  into  conspicuous  view  in  ^h^   ^^^  unwoo'd  an^  unrespeoteii 

Sonnets  ziv.-xvi — the   sonnets  of  f|^ 

vouth    wedded    to   virtue,  or    of  Die  to  themselves,    Sweei  roHi  do  md 

beauty  wedded  to  truth —  ao; 

Of  their  eweet  deaths  are  eweeieei 

*'From  thine  eyes  my  knowledge  1  odours  made: 

derive,  Ann  so  of  you,  beauteous  and  lovelj 

And  constant  stars,  in  them  I  read  such  youth, 

art  When  that  shall  fade,  my  verse  distils 

As  truth  and  beauty  shall  together  your  truth." 

thrive 

If  from  thyself  to  store  thou  wouldst  }^  illustration  of  the  sentiment 

convert ;  with  which  this  sonnet  concludes,. 

Or  else  of  thee  this  I  prognosticate :  and  as  serving  to  throw  light  on 

Thy  end  is  truth's  and  beauty's  doom  the  whole  of  what  is  said  by  Shake- 

and  date.^'  speare  respecting  youthful  beauty 

-bonnet  xiv.  redded  to  inward  worth,  the  fol- 

Truth   added   to  beauty  is  the  lowing  words  of  Philip  de  Momay 

theme  of  Sonnets   xiv.-xvi.     This  —Lord  Plessis-Marly— are  worthy 

addition  is  really  an  evolution  of  of  the   attentive  consideration  of 

what   is    included    in    the    poet's  the   interpreter.      The  identity  of 

"  love  "  ;  it  is  an  exposition  rather  the  sentiment  expressed,  taken  with 

than   an  addition.     The   "  inward  other  instances  of  the  same  kind, 

worth  "  (Sonnet  xvi.),  which  is  the  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  statement 

theme  of  this  group  of  sonnets,  is  that    Shakespeare    very    carefolly 

"worth"  within  the  form  of  ex-  studied    some     of    De    Momay^i 

temal   beauty,   addressed   by   the  works : — 

poet  in  the  hrst  thirteen  sonnets.  «*  The  child  that  beholds  his  father 

Of  this  inward  worth,  the  beauty  treading  of  goodly  grapes,  could  find 

previously  extolled  is  but  the  visi-  in  his  heart  to  blame  him  f or  so  doiius^ 
ble  symbol  or  expression.     The  re-'i  for  he  thinketh  that  they  should  6a 
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kept  still,  and  cannot  conceive  to  what  the  commonweal,  not  years,  but  worlds 

use  the  treading  of  them  should  serve  ;  of  years  ?  "  * 
but  the  father,  knowing  the  goodness 
of  the  fruit  bettor  tlian  the  child  (for 

he  planted  tlieni,  tended  them,  pruned  The  beauty  of  which  the  poet 
them),  considerc'th  also  that  within  sings  includes  in  it  not  only  ex- 
two  months  or  little  more  they  would  ternal  grace  and  inward  worth, 
wither  or  die  away,  and  therefore  to  i^^  also  immortality.     Beauty  in 

^TaTi^doflue^^^^^^^  relation  to  a  bodily  form  is  mortal, 

TreSuhU  h' Z?atZ mXVlne  "»  relation  to  a  created  mind  it  is 

of  them.      And  when  the  child  comes  mutable  :  but   the   beauty   of  the 

afterward  to  discretion,  he  museth  at  l)oet'8  love  is  immortal ;  it  is  above 

his    own    folly,    and    acknowledgeth  change  of  mutability — above  mor- 

that  at  that  time  he  played  the  very  tality.     This  property  of  the  poet's 

child,    notwithstanding  that  as  then  love  is  celebrated  in  Sonnets  xvii. - 

he  thought    himself    wiser  than    his  ^ix.     In  them  the  form  of  youth- 

fath«T.  And  after  the  same  manner  ir„i  Vv„„„4.„  „„ j  ,,;»*„^  ;«  o^^»»  f^  k<* 
.i^*u  u  I  u  ,  ^^  \.',^  «.^7..,  ...^  tul  beauty  and  virtue  is  seen  to  be 
doth  he  when  he  sees  him  make  con-  ^  /        ,     .  ^  ,  ,  mu 

serre  of  roses,  violets  or  other  flowers,  immortal  and  immutable  1  he 
He  is  sorry  to  see  them  marred  (as  he  external  and  the  internal  become 
thinketh),'and  is  ready  to  weep  for  it ;  one  with  the  eternal.  The  order 
and  he  cannot  be  quieted,  because  he  is  first  that  which  is  natural,  sen- 
would  make  nosegays  of  them,  which  gible,  or  visible— bodily  beauty  in 
anon  after  would  wither,  and  he  him-  ^  youthful  form  ;  next  that  which 
self  would  c^st  them  away  by  the  next  i/inward,  mental,  or  spiritual- 
morrow.     Now  consider,  I  pray  thee,  ,. .     .  i         j    u       I    n     a  * ♦!,    :^ 

whether  without  anv  further  induce-  ^"-"^^  /"^  „^^a»^y   T"    truth    in 

ment  thou  find  not  thyself  to  resemble  beauty  dyed     ;  and  afterward  that 

this  child.     God  who  made  the  good  which  is  immortal— beauty's  "  eter- 

men  that  which  they  be,  hath  no  less  nal  summer."     All  this,  distributed 

consideration  and  love  towards  them  into  nineteen  sonnets,  formed  but 

than   those  which   bewail  them.     He  one   undivided   idea   in  the  poet's 

knoweth  to  ^^ilat  end  their  life  st^rv'^^^^  ^in^^     It  was  his  new  love,  or  it 

t^^i:^^X^li^  was  the  "new  creature"  begotten 

to  His  hook  or  sickle,  to  cut  them  t)y  the  eternal  love  :  considered  m 

down,  that  they  rot  not  upon  the  tree  relation   to   time,  it  has  a  bodily 

or  upon  the  ground,  and  how  long  form  subject  to  change  and  to  mor- 

they  may  be  preserved  in  their  kind,  tality  ;  and  considered  in  relation 

And  thinkest  thou  it  strange  that  He  to  eternity  and  to   God,  it  is  im- 

should  take  some  ivhen  they  he  fresh  niortal.     This  is  the  poet's  "  lovely 

and  green  to preserre  them  all  the  year  bov,"  this  is  his  "love."     Of  this 

lonq,  (tr  that  He  should  make  (unserves  ,    -'         .               ,         i-'         \.i- 

ofthnr  flowerstohi  kept  along  time.ov  ^^^'^  he  sings,  and  predicates  things 

that  He' should  of  their  grapes  make  seemingly  contradictory   or   pftra- 

wine  ?    Thinkest  thou  it  strange,  say  (ioxical,   all    which,    however,    are 

I,  that  He  should,  after  a  sort,  }iuike  strictly  true,  if  respect  be  had  to 

thei rsaimirjhdr street  scent,and  their  this  love — (1)  as  newly  sprung  up 
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which  for  themselves  could  not  have  l^'"g  eternal,  immortal,  and  mvis- 

lived  past  three  or  four  years,  should  ible.     Let  love  be  regarded  in  its 

live  to  the  Iwnefit  of  the  Church,  and  subject,   in  its  object,  and   in   its 

'  The  Trewness  of  the  Christian  Religion,  by  Philip  of  Momay  (pp.  170,  171, 
wl.  1592). 
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synthesis   of   subject   and   object,  which  Dante,  describing  his  long- 

and  all  the  paradoxical  or  seeming-  ings  after  excellence,  and  confess- 

\y  contradictory  statements  respect-  ing  his  shortcomings  and  failings, 

ing  it  in  these  sonnets  will  disap-  tells    us  of    a  very    notable    and 

pear  or  vanish  away.  memorable  appearance  to  him,  of 

This  idea  of    youthful  beauty,  love  in  the  form  of  "  a  youth  ar- 

truth,  and    immortality,    governs  rayed   in   garments   of   exceeding 

the  whole  poem.     It  is,  however,  whiteness,  and  wrapt  in  thought, 

only  a  part  of  the  complex  poetic  Let  what  is  there  written  by  Dante 

device  figured  so  strangely  and  so  be  studied  by  the  interpreter  who 

elaborately  in  the  20th  sonnet.  For  wishes   to    understand  and  to  ex- 

this   idea  Shakespeare    seems    to  pound   the   ideas   and    iigures    in 

have  been  indebted  to  Dante,  and  Shakespeare's   Sonnets,  and    more 

his  method  of  elaborating  it  is  un-  particularly  the  method  according 

doubtedly  after  the  model  of  Dante,  to  which  he  develops  his  great  idea. 
For  while  Dante  begins  with  the        The  transition  from  the  natural 

vision  or  ap{)carance  of  lieatrice  as  to  the  spiritual,  and  from  the  mor- 

a  child  to  Dante  as  a  child — that  tal  to  the  immortal,  is  by  Dante 

is,  begins  by  exhibiting  in  his  poem  figured  by  the  death  of  Beatrice, 

a  more  youthful    form   than  that  and  her  ascension  to  Paradise.    By 

presentea  by  Shakespeare  in    the  that   poetic  death  and  ascension, 

Sonnets — yet  the   next   and  more  Dante  indicates  that,  dying  from 

notable  apparition  of  Beatrice  was  that  time  forth  to  the  things  of 

in    Dante's   eighteenth    year.      In  .sense  and  time,  he  made  it  the  aim 

both  cases  external  grace  is  vivid-  of  his  life  to  live  unto  the  things 

Iv    depicted  as   the  expression    of  above — the  things  spiritual,  heav- 

l!)ante's  love,  while  to  this  all  ex-  enly,  and  eternal : — 

cellence  beauty,  virtue     or   worth  *»  jo  him  (that  is,  to  death)  were  aU  my 
IS  added,  till  at   length,  after  the  wishes  turned, 

figured     death    of    Heat  rice,    the  That  instant  when  my  lady  fell 

beauty,  which  is  spiritual  and  ini-  A  victim  to  his  cniolty. 

mortal,  reveals  itself  l<>  tlie  v\v  and  ^^^''  -/"'"  ^^'<'  ^^'^^V  of  htr  jiUnmng  form 

heart  of  the  poet.     It  is  also'  to  be  J^^r'<ir(wg  from  our  view 
noted,  that  while  it  was  tlie  vision 

of  Beatrice  or  the  chief  ujood   that  From  wJiich  through  heaven  was  spread 

excited   in  Dante  the  first  stirriui^s  Tlie  light  of  love,  which  angels  hailed, 

of  the  new  life,  the  love  itself  which  And  saw  so  excellent  and  rare, 

then  for  the  first  time  re.eale<l  to  And  to  their  intellect   profound  and 

him    Heatri(H»  or   his  true   blessed-      .       fi^ar 

.      1     .-,    1  111  A  miracle  it  seemed.    ' 

ness — rt'Htra  fhdtftudo — and  which, 

[\<   he    tells    us,  began  from    that  While  Shakespeare  seems  to  have 

time  forth  to  ]\oV\  sovereiirii  swav  derived  from  Dante  his  idea  of  the 

over  his  soul,  and  to  whidi  his  soul  eternal   love   taking    to    itself  the 

had  so  readily  been  betrotlieil,  ap-  form  of  youthful  beauty — called  by 

peared    to    him    in   the  form  of  a  him  in   the    1st  sonnet,  "  beauty  s 

youth  <^f  exquisite  beauty  and  per-  rose" — he  appears  to  have  reeeiv- 

fection.  ed  from  Krasmus  the  hint  or  sug- 

In    illustration    of    these    state-  ifest ion  that  **  youth  "  as  "  beaut v's 

inents,  let  that   part   of  the  "Vita  rose'' — the  spring-time  and  bloom 

Xuova ''    be  rea<l  and  studied    in    of  life — miirht  be  a  lit   theme  for 


Wan  chniKjed  to    beauty    »piritual,     im- 
me  use 


'  Rime  Di  Dante  \'ita  Nuova,  bv  Charles  Lvell.     1849. 
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8ucb  a   poem   as   that  in    Sonnets  — "beauty's  rose" — but  wc   have 

i.-xix.  In  "  The  Poetical  Banquet  '*  also  some  of  the  most  prominent 

Hilary  says  :    "Now  let  us  try  to  and   significant   ideas  and   figures 

which  of  us  the  garden  will  afford  which    occur  in  the  procmium    to 

the  most  sentences."    To  this  Leo-  Shakespeare's   main    theme,   more 

nard  replies  :    "  ITow  can  so  rich  a  particularly   in    the     little     poem 

garden  but   do  that?     JEven   this  which   consists  of  Sonnets  i.-xix., 

rosebud  tcill  furynsh  me  with  what  as   subdivided,     i.-xiii.,     xiv.-xvL, 

to  say  :    As  the  beaut t/ of  a  rose  is  xvii.-xix.      Keeping   in    mind   the 

fadi7iy,   so   is    ijmUh   soon    <jone:  sentiments  of  Erasmus  in  the  sen- 

you   make   haste   to   gather   your  tences  which  we  have  quoted,  and 

rose  before  it  withers  :    you  outjht  adding   to   them   the    pithy     and 

jitore   earuf'sthj  to  endeavour  that  pregnant  sentence  of  Augustine — 

your  youth  passes  not   away  with-  "  Succession  is  here  necessary  in  a 

out  fruity     ''^  It  is  a  the^ne^^'*  says  place  wh^ere  decease   is   mourned: 

Hilary,     "  very  Jit  for   a    poem^  but  there,  in  the  resurrection,  be- 

Carinus  remarks  that   "  As  among  cause  there  shall  be   no  deceased, 

trees  every  one  hath  its  fruits,  so  neither  shall  successors  be  looked 

amany  mm  every  one  hath  his  Jiat-  for,  for   they  shall   not   begin    to 

ural  yifyy    "  As  the  earth,  if  it  be  die   there," ' — let   the   Ist    sonnet 

tilkd,^^  says  Eubulus,  "  brings  forth  be     read     and     be     thoughtfully 

various  things  for  human,  tise,  and  studied. 

being  neglected  is  covered  with  Let  the  gross  idea  of  the  Son- 
thor?is  and  briers,  so  the  genius  of  nets  being  "  a  madrigal  of  procre- 
«  ma7i,  if  it  be  accomplished  with  ation,"*  or  the  idea  of  the  "  in- 
honeM  studies,  yields  a  great  many  crease  "  desired  being  a  bodily  or 
virtues ;  but  if  it  be  fieglected,  is  fleshly  progeny,  except  in  so  far 
overrun  with  various  vices.^^  "  A  as  this  is  a  legitimate  and  sub- 
garden  ought  to  be  dressed  every  ordinate  desire  on  the  part  of 
year,  that  it  may  look  handsome,"  those  entering  into  the  state  of 
says  Sbrulius.  "  The  7nind  being  lawful  marriage,  "  honourable  in 
once  furiiished  with  good  learning,  all,"  and  here  commended,  be  for 
dovs  ahcays  Jfoiirish  and  spring  ever  banished  from  the  mind  of 
forth,'*''  To  this  Parthenius  adds  :  the  reader  and  interpreter  of  this 
"  As  the  pleasantness  of  gardens  sonnet,  and  all  the  other  sonnets 
does  not  draw  the  mind  off  from  of  Shakespeare.  For  here  the  mar- 
honest  studies,  but  rather  invites  riage  desired  is  "  the  msuriage  of 
it  to  them,  so  we  ought  to  seek  for  true  minds  "  (Sonnet  cxvi.),  and 
such  recreations  and  divertisements  the  "  increase  "  desired  is  nothing 
as  are  not  contrary  to  learning."  else  than  fruitfulness  in  every 
**  Oh,  brave  !  "  says  Hilary,  "  I  see  good  thought,  word,  and  work — 
a  whole  swarm  of  sentences."*  fruit  becoming  the  marriage  of 
In  the  colloquial  sentences  of.  youthful  beauty  to  truth,  virtue, 
Erasmus,  spoken  at  "  The  Poetical  and  godliness.  For  as  Augustine, 
Ban <| net,"  we  not  only  have  the  Shakespeare's  greatest  teacher, 
youth  of  life  figured  by  the  rose  says,  "  Deeds  and  words  are  fruit 


1  The  Familiar  Colloquies  of  Erasmus  :  The  Poetical  Banquet.  This  iB  only 
one  instance  out  of  many  that  might  be  given  in  which  Shakespeare's  knowl- 
edge of  the  **  Colloquies,"  **  Apothegms,"  **  Praise  of  FoUy,"  and  other  writ- 
ings of  Erasmus  is  unquestionable. 

'*  Augustine  on  Psalm  Ixvi.  '  Ben  Jonson,  The  Silent  Woman,  ii.  2. 
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and  leaTea.***      **  Oar  works   are  With  these  tentenoeB  of  Shmke- 

oar  children.'^      *'And  he    that  speare,  De    Momay,    AagattiiiiL 

Ihreth  to  Ood  singeth  anto  Qod  ;  and  Erasmas,  agree  the  words  ana 

he  psalmeth  to    his    name   that  sentiments  of  Daote,  whohadpro- 

worseth  unto  His  glory."*  foandly    stadied   oertain    of    the 

To  the  same  effect  are  the  words  works  of  Aagustine,     setting   in 

of  Philip  de  Momay,  Lord  Plessis-  this  as  in  many  other  things  an 

Marly  : —  example     to   oar   gentle    Shake- 

"The  sensitiye  life  conoeiyeth  an  P®*"^  • 

imagination  which  hoardeth  ap  itself  <<  It    very   greatly  conoemetii    all 

in  the  memory ;  bat  as  he  prooeedeth  men  on    whom  a  hi|^er  natoie  haa 

from  the  senses    and   from  sensible  impressed  the  love  ^Ttrath,  that  a§ 

thin^  so  doth  it  depart  oat  of  itself.  iheyJunfe  hem  enrithedby  tne  labour 

The   reasonable  life  hath  its  oonc^  cfthoseb^forethemy  90  they  alio  ihoiM 

tions  and  hreedingSy*  yet  more  inward  labour  for  those  that  are  to  come  after 

than  all  the  rest,  for  it  hath  its  refleo-  themy  to  t?^  end  that  po^erity  may  re^ 

tion  back  to  itself,  and  we  commonly  ceive  from  ihem  an  addition  to  ite 

term  the  doings  or  actions  thereof  by  wealth.    For  he  is  far  astnty  from  hia 

the  name  of  conceptions  or  conoeitSy  duty — ^let  him   not  doabt    it — whou 

after  which  manner  ^  learned  sort  haVing  been  trained  in  the  lesaona  oC 

do  eaU  their  books  their  chUdren.^^*  pablic  baainess,  cares  not  himself  to 

TETui.   ♦!.:«   ^.^^  ♦u^  »/x*^o  ;«  contribute  aaght  to  the  public  good. 

With  this  agree  the  words  m  ^^^  ^^  *toSephuitedby  the  wZb^ 

Sonnet  xxiil—  ^^^  that  brin^h  forth   his  fruit  hi 
"O,  let  my  6ooA»  be  then  the  eloquence  due  season.'    He  ie  rather  me  devour- 
And  dumb  presagers  of  my  speakmg  ing  whtrlpoa  eter  engu^ng  but  re- 
breast  ; "  storing  nothing.*^ 

in  Sonnet  xxxii.—  With  these,    the    words    with 

„  ,          ....                         ...  which  Dante  begins  his  luminooa 

"Had  my  friend's  muse  grown  with  and  instructive  treatise,  ^DeMon- 

A  d^'r WXfhr this  his  love  had  ^^^  ^  "^^  7^.1  "'  Sf^ 

brought,  speare's  1st  sonnet  be  thoughtfully 

To  march  in  ranks  of  better  equipage  ;"  compared.       The   remarkable    re- 

.  .    ^           .  semblance  of   the  sentiments  and 

and  in  Sonnet  Ixxvii.—  phraseology  cannot   be   disputed, 

"  Look,  what  thy  memory  cannot  con-  and  it  is  exceedingly  suggestive. 

tain  For  the  resemblance  seems  to  pass 

Commit  to  these  waste  blanks,    and  j^to   identity  when  into  the  oom- 

thou  Shalt  find  parison  we  take  the  other  sonnets 

thytfl^            '  ^^  ^b«  introductory  sub.poem,  and 

To  take   a  new  ac<iuaintance  of  thy  more  particularly  Sonnet  xi. 

mind/'  In    the     composition,    shaping. 


^  AugustiDC  on  Psalm  I.  •  Ibid.,  Psalm  ciii.  •  Ibid..  Psalm  Ixvlii. 

*  With  this  compare  the  words  of  SooDet  xii. : — 

**  And  nothing  'gainst  Time's  scythe  can  make  defence, 
Save  t>reed,  to  oraTe  him  when  ne  takes  thee  hence.** 
»  The  Trewness  of  the  niiristian  Religion,  written  in  French  by  Phil  ip  HorDsy, 
Lord  of  Plessie  Marlic.  Begun^'»  to  be  translated  into  English  by  Sir  Philip 
Sidney,  and  at  his  request  finished  ')y  Arthur  Gokline.  Ed.  1692.  From  one  of 
De  Moruays  l>ookH— '  Meditations  0.1  Life  and  Death  '—Shakespeare  derived  the 
•'  Seven  Ages,"  as  he  has  described  them  in  *  As  You  Like  It'  In  this  description 
he  also  drew  from  one  of  Fenton's  "  QcMen  Epistles,"  and  from  the  ••  Praise  of 
Poilv  "  by  Erasmus. 

*  t)ante,  De  Monarchia. 
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and  framing  of  the  complex  idea        **You  may  ask    me    here  what  is 

figured  in  the  2()th  sonnet,  Shake-  this  true    love    whose    pleasant     so 

speare    imitated     or     (copied    the  throws     the    world    into     passions ; 

..C««,,xi^    .«♦    ♦^    k;«,     ;«     ^...r^..ni  whereunto     the     philosophers     shall 

example  set    to    nim     m     several  .  „„„.««  4j^«  ,„«  .„ur  :«  «  5i.^«  ;.«o:.*i.t 

,       *    1      TA     ^        T  .     .1    .      •  answer  for  me,  who,  m  a  deep  insight, 

places    by  Dante.     Into  that  pie-  thinking  to  attain  to  the  understand- 

ture  or  figure  he  gathered  all  the  jng  of  nature,  imagine<l  love  to  lie  a 

ideas  essential  to  his  poem,  and  in  most  excellent  form  or  plot,  exctHHiing 

it  expounded,    elaborated,    or  de-  generally  the  considerations  of  man, 

veloped.      A   careful    analysis   of  and   thenjfore  did  figure  unto  us  an 

that  composite  figure  shows  to  us—  Andrmjina,   in  whom  they    meant  a 

1.  The  perfection  of  womanly  grace  "!^^"  eompo^i  of  mascuhne  and  femi- 
^x     ^          I            *       J  r    ?  ni"<-  sex.     But  it  is  the  most  manifest 

m  the  general  aspect  and  feature  ;  ^^^^  ,^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^f  t,^^  ^^^  halves 

2.  Ihe  combinations  of  manly  ex-  jg  ,^0^  meant  the  conjunction  of  bodies, 
cellence  with  womanly  grace,  or  but  the  f.^mmuiivm  of  mind^  (*  the 
the  union  of  such  propeities  and  marriage  of  true  minds'):  l)ecau8cthis 
qualities  as  make  the  figure  a  kind  superficial  form  of  body  which  we 
of  Androf/ina;'  3.  The  gentle-  ^^  in  ourselves  is  not  the  man  of 
ness  of  woman's  heart  without  the  ^^«™  we  speak,  but  an  organ  of  the 

fickleness  charicteristic  of  "  false  ^^^    ^*^'^"    ^®  ^^^®^  P    ourselves, 

nckieness  uiaracieristic  or      laise  jjj,^  ^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^y^^  ^^ 

women    ;    4.     J  he   brightness    of  ginning  of  the  world,  that  God  hath 

the  eye,  surpassing  that  of  theirs,  formed  us  to   His   own   likeness,    as 

without  any  falseness  or  deceptive-  always    invisible    and  divided  from 

ness  in  its  movements —  corporal  mass,  until  the   time   when 

He  is  to  accomplish  His  a)romi8eB.      If 

**  An  eye  more  bright  than  theirs,  less  Plato    were  the  first  Chat   preferred 

false  in  rolling  ;"  this  opinion  of  *  Androgina,    as  I  am 

5.  Propeities  and  virtues  like  those  ^^^^^?*^^^*^^?";f  ^^^^^^^1^^^ 
\.\    ^                        .u  -.  •      u  conjunction  of  minds,  so  I  dare  fully 

of  the  morning  sun— that  is,  heav-  ^„^  ^yg^^^  ^^^^  y^^  g^,^  ^u^h  ^ 

enly  and  transforming  powers,  miracle  to    represent  unto    us   some 

**  Gilding  the  object   whereupon    he  hjeavenly  matter  in  love. "» 

gazeth  ; "  *  This   strange   figure   represents  a 

6.  The  hue,  colour,  or  "  appearance  complex  personality,  in  which  ex- 
as  of  the  likeness  of  a  man"—  ternal,  internal,  and  eternal  graee» 

.    ,         „  ^^     .     , .  beauty,  truth,  virtue,  power,  and 

*      tTollin''        '  ""  """  glory  have  their  dwelling    as    in 

Whicrsteah  men's  eyes,  and  women's  *   ^"^^V   ^"^   ^"^    prepared    for 

souls  amazeth ; "  t.hem.       From    what    is     said    m 

the   latter  part  of  the    sonnet  it 

that  is,  the  source,  measures,  and  appears  to   have   been   the   poet's 

criterion  of  beauty,  equally  attrac-  intention    at    an   earlier   time    to 

tive  and     impressive,    uniting    in  have     used     for   his    poetic    pur- 

itself  grace  and  majesty,  so  as  to  poses  the  figure  of  a  woman  such 

beget  love  and  reverence  or  solemn  as  Stella,  Urania,  Delia,  Laura,  or 

awe.  These  are  the  complex  quali-  Beatrice  ;but  that,  as  the  result  of 

ties,  attributes,  or  properties  with  his  progressive  experience,  intelli- 

w^hich  Shakespeare  invests  the  form  gence,  aod  -  skill,  be  was    led  to 

of  eternal  love,  which  is  the  poeti-  adoj^'c^'as  the  best    means   for   the 

cal  or  figured   invention  or  device  expression  of  his  thought,  the  com- 

on  which  all  the  sonnets  depend.  (y/site  figure  in  whicli  the  form  as 


'*  Fcnton's  Monophylo.  *  See  Sonnet  xxxiii. 

*  Monophylo,  by  Sir  Geoflfraie  Fenton.     1572. 
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of  a  man  gathoro  into  it4ielf  all  Gilding  the  object  whereupon  it  gaxedi; 
manly  and  womanly  excellence —  A  manin hue, all 'hues' mhia control- 
all  perfection,  human  and  divine.  .,«^.t%  i  «  ^  , 
This^addition  to  his  original  plan  ^J^SSiSS"^"*  * 
was  made  without  any  change  in  ^^  j^p  ^  Yfomxn  wert  thou  fint 
his  purpose.     In  this  part  of  the  created  ; 

sonnet  ne  also  indicates  the  two-  Till  Nature,  as  she  wrought  thee,  fell 

fold  end  or  use  for  which  he  de-  a-dotin^, 

signed    all  his   Sonnets— namely,  And  by  addition  me  of  thee  defeated, 

first,  his  own  spiritual  discipHne  ^  a^tog  one  thing,  to  my  pnzpcse 

and  improvement   "  Mine  be  thy  BiS^'S'she  prick'd  thee  out  for 

love "" ; »  and  secondly,  the  good  of  women's  pleasure, 

those  into  whose  hands  the  Sonnets  nin©  be  thy  love,  and  thy  love's  use 

might  come,  '^  and  thy  love's  use  their  treasure." 

their  treasure."'    The  grand  aim  Hints    and  suggestions  for  the 

or  purpose  of    the    whole  is  the  oomposition  of  this  complex  figure 

commendation,  praise,  and  glory  geem   to  have  been  reoeivea  by 

of    the  "immortal  beauty," — ^the  Sbeakespeare   from    Dante.    The 

goodness  of  the  King  eternal,  im-  fonn  of  youthful    beauty    taken 

mortal,  invisible— the    only  wise  from  Dante's  "  YiU  Nnova  **  is  set 

God  ;  but  subordinate  to  this,  and  in  this  figure  or  is  included  in  it* 

inseparable  from  it,  the  purpose  of  The  eyes  and  features  of  Beatrioe 

Shakespeare  in  these  Sonnets  was  are  here.    And  here  we  find  pio- 

to  promote  the  kingdom  of  God,—  tured  in  the   words,   "  A  man  in 

righteousness,  peace,  and  joy, — in  hue,  all  hues  in   his  oontrolling,'' 

his  own  soul,  and  in  the  souls  of  his  what  answers  to  that  which  Dante 

fellow-men.    Let  the  20th  sonnet  describes  as  "That  which  is  so- 

now  be  read  and  studied.    It  is  the  m«me  in  knowledge  and  in  love."  • 

figured  form  of  **  the  master-mis.  feere,  too,  in  the  words  "  Whioh 

tress  "  of  Shakespeere's  "passion  "  :  steals    men's    eyes  and  women's 

**  A  woman's  face  with  Nature's  own  souls  amazeth,"  we  find  what  cor- 

hand  painted  Responds  with  much  in  Dante,  more 

Hast  thou,  the  master-mistress  of  my  particularly  with  the  words  in  the 

passion  ;  3d  and  4th  of    the    five    sonnets 

""""^^intl^           ^""^^         "^""^  ^'  ^^i<5^»   ^*^«»   collectively,  served 

With'^Sng  change,  as  is  false  wo-  SI  ^i^^  model  according  to  v^hich 

men's  fashion  *  Shakespeare  framed  the  structure 

An  eye  more  bright  than  theirs,  less  aJ^d  adjusted  and   distributed  the 

false  in  rolling,  parts  of  his  sonnetic  poem  : — 


*  •'  For  my  own  private  conmlation^  1  have  collected  certain  devout  sentences 
in  a  little  book,  which  I  had  a  mind  to  lay  up  in  my  heart." — Introduction  to 
'  The  Soliloquy  of  the  Soul ' — a  little  book  not  much  known,  by  Thomas  d  Eempis. 


2  "In  treasure  thip,  thy  profit  is, 

ilKlit,  • 
1/  well  thou  do  it  read 


Thou  «halt  perceiTe  ft  well. 
Treasure  it  night,  the  name  ia  right. 


It  will  procure  the  aathors  sore, 
To  have  great  thanka  for  mecde/' 

— A.  R.,  in  prayse  of  the  book  of  ^  TheTreasurieof  AmadisdeGaul,*  translated 
bv  Thomas  Hac'ket,  1600.  Note  also  Dante's  definition  of  philosophy — **Filoso- 
phia  ^  amoroso  uso  di  sapieuza/' — II  Convito,  Tratt.  iv.  cap .  2.    See  also  the 
whole  of  Tratt.  iii. 
-  Paradiso,  xxviii.  06. 
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*  *In  the  high  heavens  they  for  Madonna    That  whilom  shrank  before  a  blaze  so 

long.  great. 

I  see  her  and  they  sink  together  glued, 

,   •  :  X   if     '_x  1    And  the  desire  that  led  my  footsteps 

Love  says  of  her,  '  Can  aught  of  mortal  ^j^g . 

^     ?}^y  „       ,.  .     ,    -.«,„.    Then  Love,  do  thou  take  order  for  my 

Be  all  so  pure,  all  so  divinely  fair  ? '  '  *  state."  • 

To  the  same  effect  are  the  following  These  quotations  must  for  the 
words  in  one  of  the  "  Canzoniere":    present  suffice  for  the  illustration 

"This  lady  to  describe  aU  skill  must    ^^  ««"!  of  the  statements  of  Shake- 
f^jl .  ^  speare  m  this  sonnet.     1  he  idea  of 

For  with    such    varied  beauties  she's  the  composite  figure  itself  seems  to 

adorned,  have  been  suggested  to  liis  mind  by 

No  mortal  mind  has  power  to  stand  "  the  mystic  shape  "  or  figure  of  the 

their  blaze,  gryphonpictured  by  the  bold  though 

So   that  our  intellect  can   view  her  sanctified  imagination  of  Dante.^ 

So  gentShe  that  with  thought  of  her  Although  the  idea  of  the  com- 

I  feel  the  soul  tremble  within  the  heart,  P^s^te  figure  called  by  Shakespeare 

As  if  to  sink  before  the  grief  ".the  master- mistress     of  his  pas- 

That  in  her  presence  constantly  I  show,  sion  may  have  been  suggested  to 

The  brightness  of  her  eyes  inflicts  such  his  mind  by  such  places   as   those 

wounds,  referred  to,  yet  there  is  one  other 

That  all  who  see  may  say :  and  that   the  highest  and  almost 

Let  me  not  view  this  piteous  object  ^^    ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^£  ^y^^   p^^^j^ 

Who  fi^  remains  as  if  a  person  dead,  g^»i^«  ^f  Dan te-the  figured  vision 
Soliciting  relief."'  o"^    description    of    the  Three  in 

One  and  the  One  m  Three,  with 
**From  the  fair  palace  of  my  lady's  eyes  which  Dante's  great  poem  con- 
There  beams  a  light  so  noble,  that    eludes,  which  may  h^ve  prompted 

av^  !i!i^Z«  t«w,«if  ow»  o«^«  n«..v.  »^«     the  modest  yet  venturesome  irenios 

She  shows  nerseli,  are  seen  such  won-      ^  ou  i_  .—.    •       •     ^i_®  ^/^  i_ 

ders  rare  of  Shakespeare  Kb  giye,in  the  30th 

And  high  as  awe  men  into  mute  sur-  sonnet,  figured  and  embodied   ex- 
prise  ;                                            *  pression  to  the  grand  device  of  his 

And   from  their  rays  upon  my  heart  poem.* 

doth  rain  Shakespeare's     great     idea     or 

Such  fear  that  I  as  with  a  palsy  shake,  poetic  device  figured  in  the  20th 

*  m£  ''''°'''''''  °''''*^  ^^'  ^^""^^  ^  "^^  ^^*  ^^"'^  **  ^^*^  ^' 
AU  iS^resolved  vows,  alas  !  in  vain.  ^°.^®'  ^"^l  ^^  ^®^  ^o  it  a  close 
Still  do  I  turn  where  I  am  still  sub-    amnity  and  resemblance.     It  is  no 

dued,  "  painted  beauty  "  that   stiis  his 

Giving  new  courage  to  my  fearful  eyes,    great  verse/     It  partakes  of  what 

1  See  the  whole  poem  in  the  Vita  Nuova,  translated  by  Sir  Theodoze  Martin' 
3  C'anzonierc  Di  Dante,  translated  by  Charles  Lyedl.    Canzone  xv. 
^  Canzoniere,  translated  by  Sir  Theodore  Martin,  in  notes  and  illustrations 
added  to  the  Vita  Nuova.     See  also  LyelPs  rendering. 

*  See  the  places  in  the  Purgatorio,  xxix.  102-118  ;  xxxi.  75-78 ;  xxxi.  118- 
133 ;  xxxii.  41-50 ;  xxxii.  88-95.  What  Dante  calls  *•  Gryphon  "  is  by  Erasmus 
called  '*Geryon":  **Nascitur  admirandus  ille  Geryon,  triplicis  snbstantiie 
gigas/ --Erasmus,  De  Matrimonio  Christiano,  1526. 

*  See  the  Paradise,  xxxiii.  107-122. 

^  In  Sonnet  xxi.,  the  first  of  the  group  expository  of  his  method,  8hakeq)eaR' 
contrasts  his  theme  with  that  of  Spenser  in  some  of  his  ''Amoretti."  See 
SiH'Dser's  "  Amoretti ''  Sonnets,  ix.  xv.  xxvi.  Iv.  Ixiv. 
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it  heaveDly  and  divine,  and,  at  the  ing  by  readers  and  inteipretei% 

aame  tim^,  of  what  is  earthly  and  ai^  to  gnide  them  to  the  rig^t 

human.  understanding  of  the  poetic  figures 

"  Believe  me,  my  love  is  as  fair  *°^  language  used  by  him,  and 

As  any  mother's  child,  though  not  so  n^ore  particularly  to  enable   the 

bright  thoughtful   student   to    intei^nt 

As  those  gold  candles  fix'd  in  heaven's  the  meaning  and  purpose  of  the 

*^*"  complex  figure  in  the  ^Qth  son- 

-SonnetxxL  ^^^    Shakespeare,    in    the    »4th,. 

With  the  youth  and  beauty  and  puts    a    clue    into     the    reader's 

life  figured  in  ^^  the  master-mis-  nand.    For  in  that  sonnet  he  tella 

tress "  of  his  passion    his  whole  us,  in  terms  the  most  direct  and 

hemf  is  identified.    For  to  that  eiqplicity  that  he  uses  fig^ored  phra- 

glorious  one — the  immortal  beauty  seology  for  the  expression  of  his 

— his  soul  is  espoused  for  ever.  love  and  of  his  sentiments.    He 

-Presume  not  on  tJiy  heart  when  mine  J!!^  ^  J^*''''^  8^^«  llil 

is  slain  :  ^^^  ^^  ^^®  sonnet  as  the  ^Mel^  that 

Thou  gavest  me  thine  not  to  give  back  ^  i*  h®  ^^  given  a  piotorially  fig- 
again.*'  nred  representation  of  that  love 

—Sonnet  xxii.  which  has  its  seat  in  his  heart  on 

The  love  with  which  he  loves  ^^  through  the  union  of  th^ 

that  one  who  is  the  spouse  of  his  ^^^^  Him  who  is  his  only  Mid 

apirit    is    no    ordinaiV    affection,  ^^l^H'l^^  **'  ^^^^^    ^^^^1^ 

although  it  is  not  expressed  and  "^P"^  Shakespeare  tdb  us  that  m 


sealed  accordbg  to  the  ceremonial  *"f  Sonnets  he  uses  allegonoal  or 

usages  of  love  in  its  betrothal  and  •*»«»»▼«  '<>rms  of  language  for  the 

espousals.    « O,  let  my  books »»—  «^«'«wi?n  ©^  his  feelings,  idea^^ 

my  sonnets  and  my  thoughts —  "^  sentiments : — 

^         a  *' Mine  eye  hath  play'd  the  pahitar  and 
^*  O,  let  my  books  be  then  the  eloquence  hath  steel'd 

And  dumb  presagers  of  my  speaking  Thy  beauty's   form  in  table  of   my 

breast,  heart ; 

Who  plead  for  love  and  look  for  re-  My   body  is  the  frame  wheiein  *tia 

compense  held, 

More  than  that  tongue  that  more  hath  And  perspective  ij;  is  best   painter's 

more  expressed.  art. 

O  learn  to  read  what  silent  love  hath  For  through  the  painter  must  you  see 

writ :  his  slall. 

To  hear  with  eyes  belongs  to  love*s  To  find  where  your  true  imaffenictured 

fine  wit.'''  lies; 

— Sonnet  xxiii.  Which  in  my  bosom's  sh(^  is  ^i^^nging 

To  prevent,  if  that  were  possible,  That  hath  his  windows  glazed  with 
the  misapprehension  of  his  mean-  thine  eyes. 


^  A  very  significant  interpretation  of  the  concluding  words  of  this  sonnet  is 
found  in  one  of  Bishop  JewelPs  sermons,  **  Now  touching  an  aUegarv — ^thatk 
to  say,  a  secret  and  mystical  kind  cf  tUterance,'--Qod  opened  His  mind  some- 
times not  by  words,  but  by  some  notable  kind  of  deed ;  and  the  people  Jieard 
God  speak  unto  them,  not  with  their  ears,  but  with  their  eye»."  This  sentence 
occurs  in  the  first  of  '  Certaine  Sermons  preached  before  the  Queenes  Majestia 
and  at  Paules  Crosse,  by  the  reverend  father  John  JewelL  late  Bishcm  cC 
Salisbury.  Imprinted  at  London,  1588.^  In  this  little  volume  the  skilful 
reader  may  find  the  key  to  **  A  Lover's  Complaint'' 
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Now  see  what  good  turn  eyes  for  eyes  expressing  itself  in  poetic  numbers 

hath  done  :  or  verse,  put  forth  its  greatest  and 

Mine  ey&s  hath  drawn  thy  shape,  and  really  last  effort  in  this  form  of 

A.    ^Z'^^r!''''^           I        *       1,  poetic  production   in  the  "Faery 

Are  windows  to   my   i)reiist,   where-  k          m     i?  o                -.u  ^             f 

through  the  sun  Q"^^"  ^^  Spenser— that  marvel- 
Del  ights  to  peep,  to  gaze  therein  on  thee;  lous  monument  of  continuous  and 
Yet  eyes  this  cunning  want  to  grace  sustained  power,  exercised  within 

their  art ;  allegorical    limitations,   restraints, 

Tliey  draw  but  what  they  see,  know  and  laws.    It  was  reserved  for  John 

not  the  heart."  Bunyan  to  produce  in  the  latter 
If  the  critics  have  failed  to  note  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  two 
and  apprehend  the  meaning  of  allegorical  poems  in  prose,  concern- 
Shakespeare  in  the  Sonnets,  this  ing  which  a  brilliant  if  not  always 
failure  on  their  part  cannot  be  exact  critic  *  has  said  that  the  one 
said  to  have  been  caused  by  any  — *  The  Holy  War ' — would  have 
want  of  pains  on  the  part  of  Shake-  heen  the  most  interesting  of  all 
speare  to  give  to  his  readers,  in  allegories  if  the  other  —  *The 
what  may  be  called  the  expositorv  Pilgrim's  Progress ' — had  not  been 
group  of  Sonnets — xxi.-xxiv.,  such  written.  The  Sonnet,  as  distinct 
bints,  suggestions,  instructions,  and  from  the  more  continuous  form 
helps  as  might  be  entitled,  "  Notes  of  writing  known  as  allegorical 
by  William  Shakespeare,  intended  poetry,  may  also  be  said  to  have 
for  the  guidance  of  those  who  attained  to  its  perfection,  and 
would  know  and  understand  the  to  have  entered  on  its  declina- 
meaning  of  his  Sonnets.''  tion  or  downward  career,  in  the 
Having  thus  far  indicated  the  Elizabethan  period  of  English  Ht- 
remarkable  resemblance  of  the  erature.  Within  that  period  we 
method  of  Shakespeare  in  the  Son-  may  fairly  include  the  Sonnets  of 
nets  to  the  method  according  to  Shakespeare,  although  thev  were 
which  Dante  develops  some  of  his  not  published  till  1609.  l?or  the 
great  ideas,  we  do  not  think  it  name  of  Elizabeth,  or  of  any  other 
necessary  to  add  much  to  this  part  monarch  associated  with  an  era  in 
of  our  argument  by  a  companson  literature,  does  not  indicate  that 
of  the  method  of  Shakespeare  in  the  period  so  designated  takes  end 
the  composition  of  the  Sonnets  with  the  decease  of  the  illustrious 
directly  addressed  to  "  the  mis-  personage  whose  name  is  affixed  to 
tress  "  of  his  "  passion,"  with  the  it,  as  a  distinctive  and  expressive 
method  of  Dante  in  the  "  Vita  symbol.  To  the  ra^  for  sonnet. 
Nuova,"  the  "  Commedia,"  the  ing,  so  prevalent  m  his  time, 
**  Convito,"  and  certain  of  his  Shakespeare  makes  frequent  ref- 
Canzoniere  or  minor  poems.  The  erence  m  his  plays.  Every  t>oetie 
idea  of  a  poetic  mistress  was  in  the  dabbler  or  rhymer  thought  it  neoes- 
air  of  England  and  Europe  gene-  sary,  as  an  indication  of  bis  poetic 
rally  in  the  time  of  Shakespeare,  genius  and  facultv,  to  emulate  the 
It  was  the  poetic  fashion  of  that  excellence  of  the  £arl  of  Surrey,  of 
age.  That  was  also  the  age  when  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  and  of  Eklmund 
allegorical  or  allusive  poetry  at-  Spenser  m  the  art  of  sonnetic  com- 
tained  to,  and  perhaps  exceeded,  its  position.  Amidst  the  huge  mass 
perfection  ;  for  the  English  mind,  of  this  kind  of  poetry  now  aceumn- 

*  Lord  Macaulay  in  his  biographical  sketch  of  John  Bunyan.     *  Biographiea 
by  Lord  Macaulay.'    Edinburgh  :  1860. 
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latedy  and   accessible  only  in  na-  Audrey,    say — *^I  am  here  wUh 

tional  or  in  very  select  private  thee  and  thy  gaata^  as  the  most 

libraries,  there  are,  no  donbt,  gems  capricious  poet,  honest  Ovid,  was 

of  exquisite  beauty  and  priceless  among  the  Goths ;  ^  and  he  might 

worth.    While  this  is  so,  it  can-  also   say   that — ^*  When  a  man^e 

not  be  denied  that  the  sonuetic  versee  cannot  be  widerstood,  nor  a 

Juror  of  the   time   gave  just  oc-  man's  good  ieit  seconded  with  the 

casion  for  the   ridicule  in  which  forward  child    Understanding^  it 

Shakespeare   indulges  against  the  strikes  a  man    more   dead    than 

sonneteers.  a    great    reckoning    in    a    little 

"  The  man  hath  no  wit  that  can-  room." ' 
not,  from  the  rising  of  the  lark  to  The  '^  honesty  "  of  Shakespeare, 
the  lodging  of  the  Tamb^  vary  de-  though  expressed  in  ^*  the  truest 
served  praise  on  my  palfrey  :  it  is  poetry  which  is  the  most  f eigninff,'' 
a  theme  as  fluent  as  the  sea  :  turn  has  been  handed  round  at  uie 
the  sands  into  eloquent  tongues,  critic's  banquet  in  dishes  the  most 
and  my  horse  is  argument  for  them  unclean,  by  those  who,  in  giving 
all :  'tis  a  subject  for  a  soverign  to  praise  for  their  foulness,  do  not^ 
reason  on,  and  for  a  sovereign's  like  Audrey,  need  to  wait  for  thie 
sovereign  to  ride  on  ;  and  for  the  '*  sluttishnees  that  may  come  here- 
world  (familiar  to  U8,and  unknown)  after."  Well  mig^ht  England's 
to  lay  apart  their  particular  func-  poetic  ffenius  exclaim,  **  Truly  I 
tions,  and  wonder  at  him.  I  once  would  that  the  critics  had  been 
writ  a  sonnet  in  his  praise,  and  made  poetical  ! "  For  so  far  are 
began  thus  :  '  Wonder  of  nature.' "  they  from  being  **  poetioal,"  that 
So  spoke  the  Dauphin,  and  to  him  they  do  not  even  know  what 
Orleans  remarked — '^  I  have  heard  '^  poetical "  is — whether  it  is  "  hon* 
a  sonnet  begin  so  to  one's  mistress."  est  in  deed  and  in  word";  whether  it 
Then  said  the  Dauphin — <^  Then  is  *'  a  true  thing,"  or  a  thinff  most 
did  they  imitate  that  which  I  com-  feigned,  false,  and  foul.  Shake- 
posed  to  my  courser  ;  for  my  horse  speare's  horse  was  not  **  the  master- 
is  my  mistress."  *  As  well  might  mistress  "  of  his  passion  ;  and  it  is 
the  critics  say  that  Shakespeare's  abont  as  absurd  and  unpoetical  to 
horse,  "the  beast"  of  which  he  say  that  Lord  Herbert  or  Lord 
speaks  in  the  50th  sonnet,*  was  Southampton  was  the  '^  master  "  of 
his  "  mistress,"  as  attempt  to  iden-  that  passion,  as  to  say  that  the 
tify  that  mistress  with  any  form  poet's  "  mistress "  was,  as  in  the 
compounded  of  flesh  and  blood.  Dauphin's  case,  the  poet's  horse.  It 
And  if  the  gentle  genius  of  £ng-  is  time  that  this  ^'gross-witted  "  and 
lish  poetry  could  break  silence  and  most  scandalous  criticism,  degrad- 
address  his  words  to  the  director  ing  alike  to  Shakespeare  and  to 
and  the  society  of  the  critics  of  the  those  who  can  extract  such  mean- 
muckworm  order,  who  are  making  ings  from  his  pure  utterances, 
laborious  and  diligent  search  in  aU  should  transfer  its  researches  to 
fllthy  places  for  Shakespeare's  un-  a  field  where  garbage  is  more 
spotted  and  fair  mistress,  he  might,  likely  to  be  picked  up. 
using  the  words  of  Touchstone  to  The  idea  of  giving  permanent 

^  Henry  V.,  ill.  7.  88-47.  In  dictating  the  words  of  the  Dauphin  in  praise  of 
his  ''  palfrey/'  Shakespeare  seems  to  have  had  before  him  what  Sir  Pldlq>  Sidney 
says  in  the  first  paragraph  of  his  *  Defence  of  Poesy.* 

*  See  Sonnet  1.  *  See  the  whole  scene  in  As  You  Like  It,  iiL  8. 
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expression  to  his   religious   senti«>  had  ever  subjected  his  thoughts  to 

ments  in  the  poetic  form  of  the  acknowledge  any  master,  but  only 

sonnet,   seems  to  have   been  first  a    "  mistress."     Proceeding    with 

suggested  to  Shakespeare  by  the  his  poetic  tale,  he  says  : — 

?:P?;'?'  *^.'l  ^>'  ^*V^  ^^^.^^'Pi?  ^/  ^'"^  *^The  SOUK  I  sang  old  Unquet  had  me 

Philip  Sidney.     In  his  "  Defence  tanijht, 

of  Poesy,"  Sir  Philip,  treating  of  Lanauet  the  shepherd  ))est  swift  Ister 

"  that    lyrical    kind   of    poetry "  knew, 

which  consists  of  "  songs  and  son-  For  clerkly  read,  and  hating  what  i« 

nets,"  says  of  it—  naught, 

"^  For  faithful  heart,  clean  hands,  and 

*' Which,   if   the  Lord   gave  us  so  mouth  as  true  : 

good    minds,   how  well  it  might  be  With  his  sweet  skill  my  skilless  youth 

employed  in  singing  the  praises  of  the  he  drew, 

immortal  beauty,  the  immortal  good-  To  have  a  feeling  taste  of  him  that 

ness  of  that  God,  who  giveth  us  hands  sits 

to  write   and    wits  to  conceive ;    of  Beyond  the  heaven,  far  more  beyond 

which  we  might  well  want  words,  but  your  wits. 

never  matter ;  of  wrhich  we  could  turn  He  said  the  music  best  thilk  powers 

our  eyes  to  nothing,  but  we  should  pleased, 

ever  have  new  budding  occasions.''  ^  Was  jump   concord   between  our  wit 

In  another   part  of  the  beautiful  „,,  a"d  will ; 

« Defence,"    Sidney   says   of   one  ^^''Zitf                    ^              ""^ 

sweet    singer    that    "he   showed  And  lowest  sink  not  di)wn  to  M  cf  ilt  : 

himself  a  passionate  lover  of  that  with  old  true  tales  he  wont  mine  ean 

unspeakable  and  everlasting  beauty  to  fill, 

to  be  seen  by  the  eyes  of  the  mind  How  shepherds  did  of  yore,  how  now 
only  cleared   by   faith."*     In   an  they  thrive, 
other  place  in  the  same  "  Defence,"  ^poihug  their  flock,   or  while  'twixt 
he  says  that   short  of  this   "we  them  they  strive. '  * 
miss  the  right  use  of  the  material  Shakespeare,  as  if  stirred  by  the 
point  of   poesy."'    Sidney's  own  words  and  by  the  exaniple  of  the 
example,  in  the  Stella  Sonnets  and  generous  and  noble  Sir  Philip  Sid- 
in  other  songs,  was  the  comment  ney,   chose  for    himself  a  poetic 
which  he  gave  of  his  theoretical  mistress   whom  he  in  effect  thai 
principles.      It   is  Philisides,   the  addressed  : — 
beautiful,  courteous,  and  brave  Sir  **  Madam,    amongst  so  many  elo- 
Philip  Sidney,  who  says  of  him-  quent  wits,  albeit  I  justly  esteem  my- 
self, when  repeating  his  own  song  self  inferior  even  to  the  worst,  as  atand- 
among   the   snepherds,   beginning  ing  also  less  in  the  favour  of  nature 
with  the  words —  than  they,    yet    (with   the  bee  that 

yields  honey  for  his  house-rent)  I  must 

*'AsImy  little  floc'k  on  Ister  bank  confess  that  if  ever  any  fruit  went 

Did  piping  lead,"—  out  of  this  little  gartlen  of  mine,  you 

only  have  plant^  it ;  and  as  others 

that   he  had   learned  it  before  he  aspire  to  kings  and  princes,  for  whoee 


>  "  Defence  of  Poesv,"  Sir  Philip  .Sidnev's  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  189,  ed.  1789. 

«  Ibid.,  p.  14H.  "  » Ibid.,  p.  190. 

*  Arcadia,  Rook  iii.  fol.  198,  ed.  1593.  In  the  first  or  quarto  edition, 
1590,  this  Aong  is  ^iven  in  Book  i.  fol.  90-9;).  Sidney's  tribute  to  Lanquet  is 
equalled  only  ))y  that  of  De  Morn  ay  to  the  memory  of  the  same  excellent  and 
sjiKacious  man. '  See  Prefatory  Note  by  De  Momay  to  his  Latin  edition  of  *  The 
Tnien(«8  of  the  diristian  Religion,*  15h3. 
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deUght  they  set  a-work  their  wits,  so  ioal  devioe  or  invention  of  which 
Iheeeech  you  let  U  be  lawful  for  me  jjl  the  sonnets  aie  expositors,  and 
to  name  you  the  star  by  whose  aepea   ^o  which  they  are  aU  subordinated 

K  les8\Sne  and  honoor  tb^in  «4>  ^^  rJj^^JT^^^  ^2^  ""  ^ 

times  poet  the  Muses  upon  whom  the  ^und.     TiU  that  time  the  anony- 

poets  bestowed  such  solemn  and  de-  mons  figure  of  the  mistress  was 

wut  invocations;  you  only,  madam^  sufficient  for  his  poetic  ideas  and 

do  I  invocate—jesi.  you  alone  are  the  purpose.    His  study  of  Dante  and 

element  wherein  I  live,  and  the  oracle  of    Aueustine»    without  inducing 

ofallmyplotsandpuiposes,  wlw^  hjn^    ^  dispense  with    the  idea 

Jou%5rafwlSc\±  ^^i  ^^^^"^  r  t*^^  ^.-^ffi 

able  to  promise  in  me."»  as  his  ^vice  the  teulv  grand  idea 

-,.        r       ^         3.^    c,^  1  pictured  m  the  20th   sonnet,   m 

Thus   m   eflfect    did   Shakespeare  ^^y^h  the   eternal  love  takes  to 

address  the  heavenly  love  which  ^^^^  „^^  ^  ^^^h  the  form  of  a 

was  to  him  the  star  that  guid^  ^^^^  „  ^^  f^^^  fashion,  aspect, 

all  his  movements  m  his  new  life  ^^^  ^^d  Ukeness  of  human  nature. 

— "  whatsoever    star  that  guides  p^^  ^^at  is  there  presented  is  one 

my  moving ''  (Sonnet  xxvi.)— and  complex  personaUty,  in  which  di- 

was  to  him  the  muse  which  m  the  vine  perfections  blend  themselvea 

33tib  sonnet  he  mvooates.  ^^^  intermingle  with  human  at- 

This  same  love,  in  the  form  of  tributes,  quaUties^  and.  properties.* 

eternal  wisdom,  is  that  of  which  i^  ^^^  lindmaid  series^  we  have 

m  Sonnet  Ixxvm.  he  says—  ^^^^  answers  to  Beatrice  under 

*^  Thou  art  all  my  art,  and  dost  ad-  certain  very  spedfic  aspects  as  she 

vance  is  extolled  by  Dante.     She    was 

As  high  as  leamiiig  my  rude  ignor-  the  glorioiv  lady  of  Dante's  mind 

^^-''  — (« la  gloriosa  donna  della  mia 

He  beean  his  meditations  on  the  mente  ^)  ;  *  but  she  stood  to  him 

heavenly  beauty  and  love  by  using,  in  a  great  variety  of  "  feigned  "  or 

after  Sidney's  example,  the  anony-  '^  poetical "  relations.    She  was  as 

mous  figured  form  of  the  mistress  ;  mother  and  as  mistress  to  him. 

but  as  bis  argument  and  invention  She  was  the  object  of  his  ardent 

ffrew  and  developed,  he  gave  prom-  admiration,  desire,  and  love.    And 

inence  to  the  form  of  the  "  master  **  as  a  mother  and  mistress,  she  ex- 

(Dominus,  Magister^,  rather,  than,  eroised  over  him  a  fascinating  and 

to  the  figure    of   tne  "  mistress "  a  most  imperious  sway.     He  first 

(Domina,  Magistra).  The  addition  saw  her  when  he  was  nearing  the 

of  the  master's  figure  to  the  figure  end  of  his  ninth  year,  and  when 

of  the  mistress   became  indispen-  she  was  beginning  her  ninth  year, 

sable  from  the  time  when  the  poet-  She  was  then  a  child  appearing  to 

» 

^  Monophylo,  by  Sir  Geofifraie  Fenton  ;  the  second  book,  fol.  2.    1672. 

•  This  is  a  very  different  view  of  this  sonnet  from  that  given  by  Dr.  Charles 
Mackay,  who,  in  attempting  to  unravel  *'  a  Tangled  Skein,"  adds  l^  his  literarv 
force  to  the  previous  entanglement,  saying  that  this  sonnet — the  20th — ^is  '*  both 
epicene  and  obscene  '^ ! 

3  Second  paragraph  of  the  *^  Vita  Nuova."  In  another  place  Dante  savs  that 
the  *'  Lady ''  of  whom  he  always  speaks  is  the  same — ^that  is,  Philosmiij — aa 
consisting  of  love  the  informing  soul,  and  wisdom  the  animated  body.  This  was 
his  first,  his  second,  his  only  love.  See  the  whole  of  Tratto  Terse  of  the  ^^  Ckm* 
vito,"  and  more  particularly  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  chapters. 
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a  child.  Her  next  and  most  not-  he  was  for  the  iirst  time  conscious 
able  cippearance  to  Dante,as  record-  in  his  ninth  year.  How  long  he 
edbyhim  in  the"  VitaNuova,"  was  continued  in  this  spiritnallv  be- 
when  he  was  near  the  end  of  his  numbed  or  all  but  dead  condition, 
eighteenth  year.  The  impression  we  know  not.  But  the  "  Vita 
on  child hooa  by  the  perception  of  Nuova  "  shows  that  he  remembered 
the  heavenly  beauty,  is  that  which  the  first  love  which  he  had  foolishly 
is  signified  by  the  first  vision  of  and  sinfully  left.  This  remem- 
Beatrice  ;  the  impression  on  youth-  brance  was  accompanied  by  un- 
ful  manhood  made  by  the  sight  of  feigned  repentance,  expretising  it- 
the  heavenly  beauty,  is  that  which  self  in  the  exercises  of  confession, 
is  signified  by  the  second  recorded  contrition,  and  godly  resolution, 
appearance  or  vision  of  Beatrice,  Of  these  remembrances,  exercises 
— vestra  beatitudo.  The  difference  of  penitence,  and  holy  resolution, 
between  the  ages  of  Beatrice  and  the  "Vita  Nuova"  is  the  perma- 
Dante  is  accounted  for  thus  :  nent  memorial  and  expression. 
Dante  reckons  his  life  from  the  They  are  Dante's  version  of  grace 
time  when  it  began  in  the  womb  ;  abounding  to  him,  showing  how 
but  till  he  was  born,  although  he  he,  notwithstanding  his  relapse, 
was  an  existent  being,  he  was  part  was  so  restored  and  invigorated 
of  another,  and  was  in  that  other  that  he  became  what,  "  not  with- 
included.  His  individual  or  out  right,"  he  called  himself, "  The 
separate  life  as  a  conscious  being  singer  of  rectitude."  In  accord- 
dated  from  his  birth.  And  reck-  ance  with  all  this  is  the  statement 
oning  his  years  of  conscious  exist-  with  which  he  begins  the  first 
enee  from  his  birth,  the  date  of  canto  of  the  "  Divina  Commedia,'* 
his  first  vision  of  the  chief  good —  in  which  he  tells  us  thai,  in  middle 
the  heavenly  and  immortal  beauty  age  (say  in  his  thirty-fifth  year), 
— was  about  the  commencement  of  when  he  was  all  but  inextncablv 
his  ninth  year.^  Then  began  his  involved  in  the  pleasures,  arabi- 
"  new  life."  In  his  eighteenth  tions,  and  commercial  competi- 
year  that  new  life  received  a  new  tions  of  the  world — like  a  tra- 
impulse  or  awakening.  At  that  veller  benighted  in  a  pathless 
time  he  was  conscious  of  an  inward  forest,  where  the  leopard,  the  Hon, 
and  very  notable  revival.  But  and  the  wolf  threatened  to  devour 
through  his  devotion  to  litera-  him  whch  way  soever  he  might 
ture,  to  politics,  and  to  objects  in  move — Beatrice  interposed  for  his 
themselves  lawful  and  worthy  of  a  help.  Going  down  to  the  Inferno 
patriotic  man,  his  spiritual  life  had  for  the  great  poet  Virgil,  she  en- 
all  but  died  out.  Beatrice  had  treated  that  poet  to  show  to  her 
died,  and  he  was  left  desolate  and  favoured  Florentine  the  realms  of 
sorrowful.  The  death  of  Beatrice  darkness  and  the  abodes  of  woe  ; 
is  the  almost  entire  extinction  in  and  after  conducting  him  through 
his  soul  of  the  "  new  life,"  of  which  those  dismal  regions  of  despair,  to 


1  Luther  measures  hLs  life  much  in  the  same  way  as  this.  Beatrice  is  from 
first  to  last  in  Dante's  poetry  the  symbol  of  his  experience  in  the  new  life.  That 
new  experience  began  in  his  ninth  year — reckoning  his  years  from  the  time  of 
his  hirth,  as  distinguished  from  the  time  when  he  was  conceived  in  his  mother's 
womb.  This  distinction  is  not  fanciful  or  far-fetched,  but  can  readily  be 
sup[K>rte<l  by  passages  from  sixteenth-centur}'  writers.  See  Albion^s  England, 
chap,  xxvii.,  first  p^mned  and  published  by  William  Warner — 1597. 
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lead  him  ap  towards  Paradise,  vision  of  heavenly  beaiitv  and  eter- 
through  the  fires  that  purify  the  nal  love  gave  to  him  **  unlooked-for 
soul  while  consuming  its  ^  sinful  joy  **  (Sonnet  xxv.)*  Of  this  we  ' 
earthy"  and  along  the  ascending  have  a  piteously  pliuntive  record 
way,  in  which,  the  loftier  the  in  two  retrospective  Sonnets — 
ascent  the  more  lowly  becomes  the  xcviL,  xoviii.  And  the  same  be- 
spirit  of  the  aspiring  traveller.  In  wailed  fact  is  implied  in  Sonnet 
keeping  witji  all  this^and  with  much  cxxxviii.  —  a  sonnet  which  has, 
more  detailed  in  what  is  really  like  many  of  the  othcjrs.  greatly 
Dante's  spiritual  autobiography,  perplexed  and  puzzled  the  gross- 
are  the  words  of  Beatrice  addressed  witted  critidsm. 
to  him  when  she  is  about  to  be-  The  meaning  of  this  sonnet  is  so 
stow  on  him  very  signal  and  much  simple  and  plain  that  a  little  child 
desired  tokens  of  her  favour  and  may  apprehend  it.  In  it  the  truth 
love.  Of  all  this  we  have  the  or  fact  confessed  is  that  Shake- 
record  in  the  30th  canto  of  the  speare,  when  he  wrote  it  (probably 
'^  Pnrgatorio,"  quoted  by  us  in  our  m  1597  or  early  in  1598),  was  ola 
former  essay.^  in  years — ^felt  himself  so  to  be — 
Shakespeare,  in  addressing  his  but  was  younff  in  grace.  He  was 
mistress,  had  no  such  tale  as  that  old  in  the  old  life  ;  he  was  young,, 
of  Dante  to  rehearse.  It  was  not  and  but  a  babe  or  novice,  in  the 
till  he  had  entered  into  the  autumn  new  life.  This  is  the  explanation 
season  of  his  life,  towards  the  end  of  this  sonnet :  and  hence  it  i» 
of  his  thirty-third  or  the  com-  that  he  spedu  of  his  ^pen''  as 
mencement  of  hi^  thirty-fourth  '^my  pupu  pen''  (Sonnet  xvi.)  ; 
year,  that  his  Beatrice  {beaiUUudo)  and  of  his  new  ^  love  "  as  /*  a 
appeared  to  him.'    Ana  when,  for  babe." 

the  first  time,  he  beheld  her,  she  «« Love  is  a  babe;  then  might  I  not  say 

wore  an  aspect  of  sadness,  and  was  so, 

clothed  with  the  weeds  of  sorrow-  To  give  full  growth  to  that  which  still 

fulness     and     mourning     (Sonnet  doth  grow." 

cxxvi.)  — Sonnet  cxv. 

He    had    passed    through    the  It  would  be  easy  to  add  to  the 

spring  and  the  summer  time  of  his  instances    given    from    Dante    in 

natural  life,  and  had  entered  into  illustration   of  the  very    marked 

the  autumn  of  the  same,  before  the  resemblance    between    his    poetic 

*  See  Blackwood^s  Magazine  for  June  1884,  p.  737. 

'  In  the  two  retrospectiye  sonnets,  xcvlL,  xcviii.,  in  which  he  confesses  and 
bewails  the  lateness  of  the  period  in  his  life  in  which  he  first  became  conscious  of 
the  heavenly  love,  he  distributes  his  life  into  four  ages  or  periods,  answering  to 
the  four  seasons ;  infancy  or  childhood— the  spring ;  youthful  manhood— the- 
summer  ;  manhood  in  maturity— autumn  ;  old  age— winter.  This  is  the  Pytha- 
gorean partition  of  the  ages  of  the  life  of  man.  '*  L*age  viril  k  Tautonne,  pour  ce- 
qu'ence  temps  Thomme  a  rexperience,  est  meur  et  de  bonconseil,  avecconnois- 
sance  certaine  de  toutes  chosos.  ^^  See  a  book  accessible  to  Shi^espeare,  and  prob- 
ably studied  by  him:  'Les  Diverses  Lemons  de  Pierre  Messie,  Gentilhomme  de  Se* 
viUe,  mises  en  Francoys  par  Claude  Gruet,  Parisien.  A  Paris,  1554.'  The 
''  seven  ages ''  are  also  found  in  the  same  chapter  of  this  book,  Part  I.  chap.  xL 

'  Dante's  new  life  began  in  bis  ninth  year.  In  his  eighteenth  year  it  waa 
much  quickened.  After  this  followed  a  time  of  declension,  tUl  the  restoration 
and  revival  noted  at  the  commencement  of  the  '*Commedia.*'  Shakespeare'a 
'*  new  life ''  did  not  begin  till  some  time  after  the  death  of  his  only  son  Hamnet^ 
in  August  1506. 
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method   and   that  of  Shakespeare  His  heart  to  yours  is  wrought, 

in  the  sonnets  ;  but  for  the  present  That  all  his  thoughts  are  bent  on  serv- 

and  in  connection  with  the  arffu-  ,^    *°^  y^"  *            i      ^  n  •_    .    -li. 

ment  founded  on  resemblance,  we  ^'"'[^f  •C'^' '  >**""  ^^  **'*"  ^  **>  ^^ 

shall    let   the  following  instances, 

out  of  many,  suffice  for  the  pur-  Commenting  on   the  sonnet  in 

pose  in  view  : -  which   Vanna  and  Bice  appeared 

In   one   of   the   sonnets   of   the  to  him  beside  Love,  Dante  says— 

"  Vita  Nuova "  Dante  says—  **Here   now   might    one    who    ui 

-Anathonl«iwlx)vecomingfromttfar,  worthy  to  bave  all    his    doubt»   re- 

Yet  hardly  knew  him,  all  s6  blithe  hii  »o»^'«^  ^  mcbned  to  pause  and  make 

jQ^Q^  question  as  to  the  way   m  which   I 

•  Now  do  we  honour  meet ! '  did  he  ex-  speak  of  Love,  as  if  he  were  a  thing 

^Ij^j^  .  subsistmg  by  himself,  and  not  merely 

And  smil4  were  clustered  round  his  «f  intelligent   but    a    corporal   sub- 

everyword-  stance,    which   proposition    in    stnct 

Some  little  spaiie  I  stood  beside  my  truth  is  false,    for  love  is  not,  so  to 

lord  speak,  an  independent  substance,  but 

When,   looking   towards  the  quarter  is  an  accident  in  substance     Yet  that 

whence  he  came,  l^^^  ""^  ^'Tu**  *^?!'^*'  ^"^  ''®"  * 

I  saw  the  Lady  Vanna,  side  by  side  body-yea,  as  though  he  were  a  Mn— 

With  Lady  Bice-each  a  miracle-  ^PV^*"  ^y  ^^^  }\^^  Z^"^^  ^  "^ 

To  where  we  stood  advancing  smilingly,  f  *"°^v   ^  ^^  ^^«J  ^  ^^  ?™  ^™^°« 

Then  Love  to  me,  as  I  stood  wondering,  ^'^"^  ^^^'  wherefore  as  to  come  ex- 

^,j.\^  presses   change  of  place  (and   body 

*This  M^d  is  Spring '-his  words  I  ^^^^i  according  to  the  philoeopber, 

y^Qjjo^l; *^     ®  has  the  power  to  pass  from  place  to 

•  That  Love  is  called,  she  so  resembles  P^®)*  ^*  ^  P^j^  ^^^^  }  *f  ™®  I?^ 

^g  1 1T                '  to  be  corporeal.    Again,  I  say  that 

he  smiled,  and  also  that  he  spoke, — 

Let  the  interpreters  explain  what  things  which  are  both,  and  especially 

Dante  means  by  callini?  Vanna,  the  power  to  smile,  peculiarly  the  at- 

Spring,    and     what     by     calling  ^T^^^^  ?^t  "^^^^  *k^  *?^I1  k" 

bW,   or  Beatrice,   Lovi     Is  not  clear  that  I  assume  him  to  be  human." 

the  spring,  primavera — the  bloom  In  the  same  comment,  treating  of 
of  life  —  beauty's  rose  ?  And  the  lady  of  whom  he  had  before 
is  not  Beatrice  that  which  ex-  written,  he  says  that, 
cited  Dante's  first  love  and  that  .,^  ^^^  ^  ^1  ^^ 
which  when  It  was  ready  U>  die,  p^p,^  ^^  to^catch  a  siglit  of  her  Jl 
revived  and  strengthened  it  ?  I5ea-  circumstance  which  gave  me  wonder- 
trice  was  in  this  respect  another  ful delight;  and  when  she  drew  near 
name  for  Dante's  love  to  the  chief  to  any  one,  a  feeling  of  revezenoe  so 
good  ;  at  the  same  time  Beatrice  profound  came  over  his  heart,  that 
was  the  symbol  of  the  Eternal  ^^  ^^  °o  courage  either  to  raise  his 
Love   to  Dante.     By   this   love—  f7?*  ^^  return  Ber   salute ;   «id   of 

•  Lot  ;o    K„    li^^^^xA     rfc«.  ♦        «-  this  many  who  have  felt  It  conld  bear 
that  IS    \>y   Beatrice-Dante   was  ^.^^^^  ^  ^^^^  as  doubt.     But  she, 

made  love  s  captive  and  slave  m  crowned  with  humility,  pursued  her 

his   early   youth,   and   by   her  he  way,   testifying  no  triumph  in  what 

was  reclaimed  after  he  had  for  a  she"  saw  and  neard.    Many,   as  she 

time  forsaken  and  departed  from  went  by,  exclaimed,   'This  is  not  a 

his  first  love,  and  by  her  he  was  woman,  but  one   of   the   fairest   of 

enabled  to  be  faithful  unto  death,  heaven's  angels!'    Others  'Behold  a 

miracle !     Blessed  be  the   Lord,    m 

"Tell  her,— Madonna,— with  a  faith  so  that    He   hath   wrought   so   marvel- 

fast  lously !  *    I  say,  her  demeanoni  was  so 
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fall  of  grace  and  dignity,  and  every  which   is  ite   most  sweet  utterance,, 

charm,  that,  looking  npon  her,  men  and   the   other  its    wondrons  smile, 

felt  within  them  an  emotion  of  inez-  Mark,  however,  l^t  I  do  not  say  of 

pressible   sweetness    and    devation:  ttoBUiat  haw  UfiH>rk8wUhini^  hearts 

nor  was  it  possible  for   any   one  to  <^o£?^«r»,  seeing  that  the  memo^  can 

look  opon  her  but  straightway  a  sigh  neither  retiun  her  sndle  nor  its  effects.'*' 
rose    from   his   breast.     These,   and  v    i.« 

even  more  marvellous   effects,    were  With  this  compare  the  words  of 
wrought  by  her  in  a  manner  at  once .  Shakespeare  in  Sonnet  cxxxi.: — 

most  steange   and  admirable  ;  much  "  Yet,  in  good  faith  some  say  that  thee^ 
meditatmg  whereon,  and  wishing  to  behold.  ^^ 

resume  my  verses  in  her  prwse  I  de-  Thy  face  filth  not  the  power  to  make- 
tenmned  to  express   m  words  some-      ^  lo^mrowi  •  fvww  w  mmuwo- 

^JL  ^^ ^rSi^^^nnWt^i^^^  To  Say  tfi^'l  daic  uot  be  SO  bold, 

S?^^'/2h^?^  wL^l^^^  AlthoV  I  wear  it  to  myself  alone. 

^5i«^n^M  f^^^^^^  And,tobesurethatisnc4falselswear 

others,    ought  to  Imow  what  of  her  a  thousand  groana,  but  tMnMng  an 
fairperfections  might  be  conveyed  m  thy  face 

WOTk     Thereupon  I  composed  this  ^^«^^,,^,,,,^^^^,^^ 

^^^^^  •—  Thy  black  is  fairest  in  my  judgmmffs 
"  80  kind  and  full  of  gentle  courtesy  place. 

My  lady's  greeting  is,  mat  every  tongue  In  nothing  art  thou  Uaok  save  in  tlij 
To  silence  thrills ;  and  eyes,  that  on  her  deeds, 

hung  And  thence  this  dander,  as  I  think, 
With  mute  observance,  dare  no  more  proceeds." 

OnwSfshe  moves,  clothed  with  hu-  ^he  blackness  here   spoken  of  is- 

loili^^  the  reproach  oast  on    the  poet's 

Hearing  with  look  benign  her  praises  mistress  by  those  who,  professing 

ning;  to  admire   and  love  her  beftnty, 

A  being,  seeming  sent  from  heaven  or  her  principles,  dislike  the  pre- 

among  cepts  and  example  by  which  she 

Mankind,  to  show  what  heavenly  wo-  inwsted  on   the  humbling  of  the 

™®°         .         .  pride  of  all*  those    admitted  into 

In  keeping  with  this  is  what  is  said  fellowship   with    her.     It    is    the 

in  an  earlier  sonnet: —  tyranny  of  meekness  or  humility 

**  All  gentleness,  all  thoughts  serene  which    must    have    all    its    true 

and  meek,  lovers    or  admirers   be   lowly   as 

Grown  in  the  heart  of  him  that  hears  itself.     The  ^^  deeds  "  are  like  those 

her  voice.  of    the"   Black   Knight''  in   the 

To  see  her  once  is  ever  to  rejoice:  *  Arcadia,'     black     only     to    the 

Kk  *  "^  ""^  ^Tif^m\e%  of  his  mistress-black  and 

Nor  toSue  can  tell,  nor  memoiy  hold  ^^^^^^  ^^  ?"  ^^*^   ^  f  ^^^  ,^^" 

in  view,  f^^^  ^^^  virtuous,  mSek  and  lowly 

80  winning  gracious  is  the  sight  and  »»  heart.     In   this    sense,    in  this 

new.^-  place,  the  poet's  mistress  is  both 


a 


8he  ennobles  whatever  she  looks    ^'*«^  ^^^  tyrannous  :— 


upon,  ( *  gilding  the  object  whereupon  it  ♦  *  Thou  art  as  ty rannous,so  as  thou  art. 

gazeth ')— which  is  as  much  as  to  say  As  those  whose  beauties  proudly  make 

that    she    kindles   love    into     beine,  them  cruel  ; 

where  before  he  was  not.    She  quick-  For   well  thou  know'st,   to  my  dear 

ens  love  into  action  in  the  hearts  of  doting  heart 

all  those  on  whom  she  looks.      When  Thou  art  the  fairest  and  most  precious 

I  say  all  gentleness,    repeating    what  jewel.'* 

I  had  said  previously,  I  have  regard 

to  two  actions  of  her  mouth,  one  of  Her   tyranny     is  love's    imperial 
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sway:  her  blackness  is  the  enemy's  Quotnodo  sedet  sola  civUis  pUtui 

**  slander  "  : —  j)opulo  ! /acta  est  quasi  vidua  ffen- 

-  Within  her  looks  such  stores  of  plea-  ^''"f^*-      "How  iloth    the  city    sit 

sanee  lie,  solitary  that  was  full  of   people  I 

That  through  the  gazer's  eye,  creeps  to  She   is   become  as   a   widow,  sbe 

his  heart  that  was  great  anion*^  the  nations." 

A  sweetness  must    be    tasted    to   \)e  —(Lamentations  i.  1.)  These  words 

known;  jjp^   cited   as   a  kind    of   prelude 

And  fear  his  hps  with  love  m  every  ^^    ^,,^.    ,,^^    ^  j^.^tj,     j^,. 

tone,  1     ,  . 

A  spirit  soft  and  gentle  seems  to  part,  *<^^'*^- 

Which  to  the  soul  keeps  saying—*  Sigh!  **  The  eyes  that  mourn  in  pity  of  the 

oh  sigh  : ' ''  heart, 

Developintr  this  sentiment,  Dante  S"^**  P»i?  *iave    suffered  from  their 

Tiroceeds  -TavinLr—  ceasek^s  tears, 

pi  oceeiis,  sa>  mg  ^j^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^.^^  suWued  at  last  ; 

•  *  In  all  she  does  such  gentle  grace  there  Yes,  Beatrice  is  gone  to  yonder  heaven, 

is,  To  realms  where  angels  dwell  and  are 

No  one  can  think  of  her  but  at    he  in  peace. 

thought  Forth  from  the  lovely  habitation,  where, 

H(.'  breathes  a  sigh   with  love's  own  Supreme  in  grace  it  dwelt,  her  soul  is 
sw^eetness  fraught.  gone, 

"  Keflecting  on  what  I  had  said,  it  ^'^bright!'"^''^  ^^'"'  *^''"*  ''**^" 

to  write  sonu'thing  in  which  I  should  Tr"*v«i-    i        *  _i.i.i       \.     —.    * 

express  how  I  seemed  to  be  disposed  ^'**''°  I"'  '''*'^*  *  worthless  heart  of 

towanls   her  influence,     and  how    it  -aru^L  „^'i : 4,  -  a  i 

«eted  upon  me,  and  W^ordingly  began  ^^''Zu  ^'"«^"*  influence  e'er  can 

•^So1onKl.a7Love  enchained  me  as  The  grovelling  heart,  could  never  gain 

his  thrall  "  ''"*^"  height. 

And  so  accustomed  to  hi*  empiry,  ^  1"  w  T"!,*"!?*^'  »f '  '?**~  . 

That  tyrannous  as  at  first  he  seemed  "  ""tZ  °^^  ^^  *'"'   ^'*'"  " 

^  weep, 

Now  on  mv  heart  his  rigours  sweetly  ^"*  «^"^  '""^  "»»*1»  »°^  yearning 

fall.     ■  -      **•-*?' 


So  whenby  him  my  U>tter  parts  were  all    ^'^  ^'^Z,^""^  ^°™*"8  tears  to  vent  his 
>wn   down,  and 
power  would  flee. 


—  •?  f'  «       --------  —  woo 

Thrown   down,  and    seems   as  every     a^^    .  J,  .    ^^..,     n    i    j        •    j  -.l 

n..wor  wnnlrl  rtoo  ^     ^^^  ^  «r  ^^  ^^^  »  Wack  despaiT  doth 


Even  tlien,  so  gnjat  mv  soul's  sweet  wk^^wP* .     •    ^.u       u*     * 

^j^j^j^^,       **  •  Who  hath,  yea  even  in  thought,  at  any 

Then  lov'  witfiin  me  gathers  might  hef  m  her  pnme. '  ' 

apace.  From  tho  scenes  and  songs  of 

Making  my  sighs  in  words  proclaim  sorrow  connected  with  what  is  de- 

thoirwoe,  noted  by   the  death   of   Beatrice, 

And  calling  on  niy  lady,  forth  they  go,  ,,.^  „,  ^-^  ^j^j^  jy  ^     ^^  ' 

Kntreating  hrrto  take  metohergrat^e:  ^         ,  ^.         -  ^,  ^«c  ^vu 

Thus  still  It  chances  when  she  looks  on  ^emplation  of  the  scenes  of  starry. 

nn^^  briglitiiess,  and  listen  with  him   to 

And  none  might  <lecm  how  humbled  the  songs    of   joy     that  are  sung 

then  I  be."  there: — 


^  Vita  Nuova. 
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**^  O  genmne  glitter  of  eternal  Beam  I  '^  Perhaps  my  aaymg  over  bold  ap- 

With  what  a  sudden  whiteness  did  it  pears, 

flow,  Aooounting  less  the  pleasure  of  those 

Overpowering  vision  in  me.  But  so  fair,  eyes 

So  passing  lovely,  Beatrice  showed.  Whereon  to  look  fulflUeth  all  desire. 

Mind  cannot  follow  it,  nor  wordsexpress  But  he  who  is  aware  those  living  seals 

Her  infinite  sweetness.    Thence  mine  Of  every  beauty  work  in  quicker  force 

eyes  regained  The  higher  they  are  risen,and  that  there 

Power  to  look  up;  and  I  beheld  myself  I  had  not  turned  me  to  them — ^he  may 

Sole  with  my  lady,  to  more  lofty  bliss  well 

Translated ;  for  the  star,  with  warmer  Excuse  me  that  whereof  in  my  excuse 

smile  I  do  accuse  me,  and  may  own  my  truth. 

Impurpled,  well  denoted  our  ascent.  That  holy  pleasure  here  not  yet  revealed 

Here  memory  mocks  the  toil  of  genius.  Which  grows  in  transport  as  we  higher 

Christ  rise." « 

^2  m^  St.'™^ '  ^""^  ^*^™  This  vision  of  the  brightness  and 

But  whoso  takes'hiB  cross  and  follows  ^^^  blessedness  of  Paradise  is  f ol- 

Christ,  lowed  by  words  expressive  of  the 

Will  pardon  me  for  that  I  leave  untold,  contrast  between  'Hrue  love  and 

When  in  the  fieckered   dawning  he  loose  appetite " : — 

sh^  spy      .  ^,  _     -,       ,  "  True  love,  that  ever  shows  itself  as 

The  gutterance  of  Christ.    From  horn  «i^-    ' 

And  'tween  the  sommit  and  the  base,  suSS^'K^S^'^^iSj^ 

did  moTe                       •  stilled 

^^''iiiS^"*'"**"*  "*  *^®^  "^etand  The  sacred  chords,  that  are  l^he.yen'H 

^""ghS^  **"  '''**'  ever-changefnl  unwoiid  and  tightened.     Hbw  to 

Straight  or  athwart,  now  rapid,  and  8hot)lStt^^'lSlAen.  who,  togive 

now  slow,  j^g  ^                                   ^ 

S'rvTVngtt^-nffil'SS;  For^ragng.in««ord«neeth»we» 

slant  line                          ^i      ^  He  hath,  in  aooth  good  cause  for  end- 

Checkers  the  shadow  interposed  by  art  less  arief 

Against  the  noontide  heat.     And  at  who,  fo?^'lof>eqf  thing  that  UuMh 

the  chime  I^^a                 ^         ^ 

Qfminstrd  mime, duldmer, and  harp  DespoiUJUmseJf  forever  qf  that  love:' ^ 

With  many  strings,  a  pleasant  dining  ^ 

makes  '*0  animals  of  clay  !  0  spirite  gross  ! 

To  him  vito  heareth  not  distinct  tJie  The  primal  will,  that  in  itself  is  good, 

note :  Hath  from  itself,  the  Chief  Good,  ne'er 

So  from  the  lights,   which  there  ap-  been  moved. 

pe^ired  to  me,  Justice  consists  in  consonance  with  it, 

Gathered  along  the  cross  a  melody  Derivable  by  no  created  good. 

That,  indistinctly  heard,  nith  ravish-  Whose  every  cause  depends  upon  its 

ment  beam."  * 

P(>ssessed  me.     Yet  T  marked  a  hymn  ^ith  all  this   let    the  words  and 

Of  loftv  i)raises,  for  there  came  to  me  r  o         ^            •••   u 

•  Arise."'  And  •  Conquer,'  as  to  one  who  «*'«°^'*y  "^  bonnet  cxxvni.  be  com- 

hears  pared : — 

And  comprehends  not.  Me  sick  ecstasy  **How  oft,   when    thou,   my   music, 

Overcame,  that  never,  till  that  hour,  music  play'st, 

was  thing  Upon  that  blessed  wood  whose  motion 

That  held  nie  in  so  sweet  imprisonment.  sounds 

_                                        • ___^_ 

^  *'  The  venerable  sign,  that  quadrants  on  the  round  conjoining  frame." 

«  Paradise,  xiv.  71-132.               ^  j^id,  xv.  1-10.  *  Ibid.,  xix,  82-87. 
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With    thy  awtit  fingem,    w7ien  thou  striking  18  the  resemblance  in  the 

gently straijst  phraseology    and  figures   of    this 

Tht  urirg  i^oncord.  that  mine  ear  con-  ^^^^^^   ^^   phrases   and  fiffiiros  in 

/o///i/ ^,  .,.,,..,,  Dante's  description  of  the  olessed- 
Do  I  envy  those  jacks  that  mmblo  loan  .  *^,  .  -  t»  j- 
To  kiss  the  t.'nder  inward  of  thv  hand,  "^ss  music,  an<l  jov  of  /aradtf- 
Whilst  my  poor  lips,  which' should  And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
that  harvest  reap,  contrast  so  powerfully  expressed 
At  the  wood's  l)oldncss  by  theo  ))lush-  in  Sonnet  cxxix.  is  after  the  man- 
in^  stand  1  ner,  and  as  we  venture  to  say. 
To  b€»  so  tickled,  they  would  change  after  the  example  of  Dante.     This 

their  state  jl,    ^      ^j^  ^^^^^    ^^    ^^r 
And  situation  with  those  dancm<;  chips,  ^            a  *    r        au 
0>r  whom  thy  lingers  walk  wUh  gen-  f?''^^^^    ?^^    argument    for    the 
t1(  gait  identification  of    Dante    as    "  the 
Making  dead    ft-ood  more  blest  than  other  poet,"  founded  on  the  identi- 
tiring  lips.  ties  of  thought,  figure,  and  phrase- 
Since  saucy  jacks  so  happy  are  in  this  ology    in    Shakespeare's     Sonneu 
Give  them  thy  fingers,  me  thy  lips  and    in     Dante's    writing.       The 
to  kiss. '  probability  established  by  the  argu- 
The  poetic  method  according  to  ment   from   resemblances  will  be- 
which    Shakespeare   develops  his  come  a  certain   and   indisputable 
thought  in  this  sonnet  bears  a  very  position  when  supported  and  con- 
notable  resemblance  to  the  method  firmed     by    the    argument    from 
•of    Dante.'     No  less  marked  and  identities. 

^  In  the  poetic  method,  as  distinguished  from  the  figures  and  phraseology, 
respect  must  bo  had  to  the  relation  in  which  this  sonnet  stands  to  that  by 
which  it  is  preceded  (cxxvii.),  and  to  that  by  which  it  is  followed  (cxxix.) 


1886.]  Tha  Waters  of  Jaercuk8.—JPart  XL  ^  801 

THE  WATERS  OF  HERCULES.— PART  XI. 

CHAPTBB   XZXIY.^-GAU&A.    DBACULUL 

**  Ib  thit  a  dAffiser  which  I  tee  btfore  me. 
The  handle  toward  my  hand  f  ** 

Gkjetchxn's  first  impulse  was  to  there  is  treason  in  them^  one  and 

exclaim  in  wonder^her  second  to  re-  all.    They  are  the  beaatif  nl  mask 

coil  in  fear.  There  was  a  mixture  of  of  a  hideous  thing  ;  they  are  the 

beauty  and  horror  about  the  spot^  smiling  omamentswhiohliiAye  deck* 

which  put  to  nought  every  descrip-  ed  out  this  hidden  trap.    There  is 

tion  she  had  heard  of  the  place,  not  one  leafletwhich  trembles  there, 

All  aroundy  the  moss  and  ferns  not  one  flowerlet  which  bloomiL 

wreathed  in  wasteful  abundance,  that  does  not  deserve  to  be  rooted 

Up  to  the  very  edge  of  the  liorrible  out  and  left  to  wither.    Stripped 

abyss  did  the  ivy  creep  boldly ;  of  its  wreath  of  verdare,  Oixma 

and  not  up  to  the  ed^e  only^  but  JDraeuhd  would    also  be  stripped 

over  it  the  green  trails  baa  ven-  of    half    its  peril    If  that  bladk 

tared.    There  were  clinging  plants  hole  were  cut  in  the  naked  .rook, 

of  all  descriptions,  contending  with  and  bared  on  all  sides  to  view,  it 

each  other  as  to  which  of  them  would  be  a  frightful  obieot,  but  it 

should  reach  down  the  deepest  to  would  no  longer  be  tne  larking 

sound    that  gaping  space   oelow.  dajiger  which  it  now  is.    Nothing 

They  hune  in  a  heavy  fringe,  down  but  a  fiendish  cunnings  you  might 

into  the  darkness,  scarcely  stirrid  fancy,  could  have  contrived  to  torn 

by  the  breeze,  nor  even  touched  by  so   much   beauty  to  so  crael  an 

the  sunshine  ;  and  the  lowest  hang-  account. 

ing  leaves  of  these  venturesome  '^  A  horrid  yawning  black  hole,*^ 
trails  were  pale  for  want  of  full  as  Adalbert  had  said;  and  his  words 
light,  as  are  all  plants  which  have  were  strictly  true.  And  yet  not 
been  grown  in  a  cellar.  Trails  one  of  the  four  people  now  stand- 
have  hung  down  this  way  year  by  in^  on  the  edge  of  the  hole  but 
year,  have  .budded  in  spring,  and  did  not  feel  conscious  that  each  had 
have  dropped  their  leaves  down  carried  within  them  a  different  pic- 
into  the  gulf  below  them  when  ture  to  this.  The  picture  in  each 
autumn  came  round.  Myriads  of  mind  would  have  as  widely  differed 
withered  leaves  must  have  fluttered  from  the  other  in  the  paintine  of 
down  there,  away  from  the  light ;  details,  as  each  picture  was  diSer- 
but  none  have  ever  come  back  to  ent  from  the  reality  before  them, 
tell  the  tale  of  what  they  had  seen  It  was  not  that  it  was  less  horrible, 
below.  or  less  black,  or  less  beautiful  than 

The  very  beauty  all  around  made  they  had  imagined,  but  that  it  was 

the  horror  of  the  spot  more  palpa-  horrible  and  beautiful  in  some  in- 

ble.     The  stately  ferns  waved  here  explicably  different  way  from  that 

as  peacefully  as  though  they  grew  which  they  had  expected, 
in  some  quiet  dell  ;  the  ivy  twined        Gretchen   had   known   that  the 

as  soberly  as  though  it  clothed  an  spot  wonld  be  awful ;  but  she  had 

old  church  tower  ;  and  the  innocent  not    thought    that   the  awfulness 

flowerets  peep  over  the  edge.     But  would  make  itself  felt  in  this  sen* 
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sible,     almost     tangible     manner.  "  They  .say  that  it  loads  Mtrai^fbt 

Against  her  own  will  she  step])0«l  to   hell,  don't  they?"  said  Istvan, 

back  shuddering.      I'he   sense   of  sudclenly.      He     had     not   spoken 

immeasurable     <lepth,    the     black  since     Gretchen's    a])]»earance    on 

vacancy,  with    the  suggestion   of  the  spot ;    he   was   now  standing 

a  deeper  blacker   vacancy  below,  close  to   the    edge,  gaxing  down 

made  her  giddy.     It  was  not  diili-  the    hole    with    a  tixe<l    and   ab- 

cult  to  understand  why  t lie  peas-  stracted    stare.     "Strange   that    I 

ants  called  the   spot  haunted,  and  should  never  have  come  across  it 

invented  legends  as  apologies  for  before  now  !  " 

their  fear.    Standing  beside  it  now  "  And   we  were   so    near  it  that 

in  the  gloom  of  twilight,  Gretchen  tirst  day,"'  said  Gretchen,  drawing 

felt  a  shiver    run  over   her.     For  back  another  step  from  the  edge, 

centuries  this  hole  had  stood  open  :  "  I  do  not  see  how  we  can    have 

it  was    a   necessity    almost     that  missed  it  ! " 

one,  or  more  than  one,  victim  had  "  That  is  because  we  took  the 

fallen  into  its  jaws.     Each  of  the  turn    to    the     left — the   way   the 

four   persons    who   stood    now   in  Bohemian  has  gone  for  water." 

awed  silence  by  the  edge,  instinc-  "  And  where  does   that   lead  ? " 

tively  conjured  up  visions  of  fright-  asked  Mr  Howard, 

f ul  tragedies.     A  traveller  lost  in  "  To  the  frontier  :  we   are  not 

the  dark — how,  when  coming  down  half  an  hour  from  Roumania  here." 

the  slope  of  that  bank,  could  he  The  bushes  rustled  close  to  them, 

avoid    walking    straight   into   the  and  the   Bohemian  appeared  upon 

arms  of  death  ?     One  step  would  the   scene,   pale,  dishevelled,   and 

be  enough   now   to  send  any   of  wellnigh   breathless.     In    his  left 

them  headlong  to  destruction.  hand    he   held   Gretchen's   water- 

Kurt  was  the  one  who  appeared  flask  ;  with  his  right  he  beat  his 

the   least   impressed.      He   picked  breast   violently,   while   he   stood 

up  a  stone  and  flung  it  down.     It  struggling  to  recover  his  breath, 

flashed  out  of  sight,  bounded  from  The  mild  face  of  this  peacefully 

rock  to  rock,  fainter  and    always  inclined  man  had  never  so  nearly 

fainter  ;    then   came     an   interval  approached  to  passion  as  it  did  at 

of  silence — it  must  have   reached  this  moment, 

the    bottom :      no,   a   far,   far-off  "  Heilige    Maria  P]  he  gasped 

sound  told  them  that  it  was  still  out — *'^  Heilige  Muttergottes  oi  the 

falling.     Not  until  now  had  they  Wujiderbaum  at  Choteborschwiti ! 

realised   the   awful   depth.     They  3ly  vow  !  my  sacred  vow  !     I  have 

threw  another  stone,  and  counted  not  broken  it.     Der  Hebe  HerrgoU 

the  time  of  its  fall  upon  the  sec-  knows  I  am  innocent !  " 

ond-hand  of  Mr  Howard's  watch.  "  Of  course  vou  are  innocent,** 

There  was  the  same  flash,  the  same  said  Gretchen,  faying  her  hand  on 

bounds,  the  same  horribly  sugges-  the  arm  of  the  excited  man.    "  We 

tive  interval  of  silence,  and  then  have  found  Ganra  Dracului;  but 

the  distant  rattling  sound  again,  your  vow  is  safe." 

During  half  a  minute  an  attentive  "No  reason  that  I  can  see  for 

oar  could  still  catch  the  faint  sound  such  excitement,"  observed  Kurt, 

of  a  fall  ;  and  even  then,  when  it  composedly. 

dietl  away  they  were  left  with  the  "  I  am  thankfal  that  we   have 

impression  that  it  had  not  stopped  not  allowed  that  fellow's  supersti- 

falling,  but    was  only  too    far  off  tious  folly  to  baffle  us,"  remarked 

t«>  be  heard  any  longer.  Mr  Howard,  with  satisfaction. 
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''How  did  you  find  it?"  asked       ''Those  three  crosses  I"  here- 

the  Bohemian,  wiping  his  forehead  peated,  with  a  dissatisfied  shake 

with  an  unsteady  hand,  while,  still  of    the    head.      "If    I    had    bat 

exhausted,  he  leant  against  a  tree,  known  it  I    It  always  struck  me 

Oretchen  explained  to  him  the  that  they  were  too  well  out  tcf  be 

secret  of  the  three  crosses.  done  by  a  goat-herd.    If  I  had  but 

"  Those  three  crosses  !    I  have  known  what  they  meant  1 " 
seen  them  often,  Fraulein,  when       "  And  if  you  had  known  what 

the  tree  was  still  upright.      They  they  meant?" 
have  puzzled  me  too."  "  I  should  have  destroyed  thesL" 

He  drew   a   long  breath  ;   and       "  Come  ! "  cried    Mr   Howard, 

then,  partially  recovering  his  com-  "  this    is    erowine    preposterous, 

posure,  offered  her  the  water-flask.  This  fellow^s  obstmaoy  beats  any<* 

"  You  have  waited  long,  Fr&u-  thing  in  my  experience.     What 

lein  ^your  thirst  must  be  terrible."  was  all  that  rubbish  he  told  us 

"  The  water  !  "    said  Oretchen,  about  the  place  ?    What  is  it  that 

looking  blankly  at  the  flask.  the  Greek  fellow  down  there  swore 

"  The    water   you  sent  me  to  on  his  club  ? " 
fetch,"    the    Bohemian    repeated,       "  A  victim  everv  century,'*  said 
holding  the  flask  towards  her.        '  the  Bohemian,  and  the  old  soared 

"  But  Dr  Komers  ?  "  she  said  ;  expression  came  bade  to  his  face. 
"  did  you  not    meet    him  ?     He       "  Why,  the  man  looks  as  if  he 

went  after  you  to  tell  you  we  had  had  been  down  the  hole  himself, 

already  found  water.  Mr  Howard's  or  chucked  some  one  else  over^" 

flask  was  full."  said    Mr   Howard,     eyeing    him 

"  I  did  not  meet  the  Herr  Doc.  severely.    "  It  can't  be  supersti- 

tor.    I  came  back  to  the  tree-trunk,  tion  alone  that  sets  him  shaking 

and  when  I  saw  the  bundle  still  in  his  shoes  this  way." 
lying    there,    and    you    gone,    I       "Superstition  !    HelUge  Jung^ 

guessed  you  would  be  here, — I  was  J¥au  of  the  Wunderbaum  at  Chote- 

was  afraid  of  it."  borsch witz  !    we    are    not    super- 

'*  Komers  will  be  waiting  for  us  stitious,   we  Bohemians,  like  the 

at  the  tree,"  decided  Kurt — "  de-  people  of  this  strange  country," 

pend  upon  it."  sighed  the  man,  with  the  resigna- 

*'  Unless  be   has  lost    his  way  tion  of  an  exile  ; "  and  neither  have 

meantime,"   said   Tolnay,  with    a  I  ever  seen  any  man  or  woman 

grim  laugh.  go  down  into  that  blackness.    But 

"  Which  would  be  a  nasty  job  — but " 

about  here,"  added  Mr  Howard.  "  But  you  have  heard  of  such 

^'  Oh,  I  hope  he  will  be  careful ! "  a  thin^  happening  ?  "  finished  Oret- 

eried  Gretchen,  drawing  back  an-  chen,  bendmg  an  imperious  glance 

other  step  from  the  abyss.  upon  him.     "  Tell  us  the  story  ! ' 

She  saw  a  gleam  of  jealousy  in        "  It  is  tqe  story   of  my  vow," 

Tol nay's  eyes.  he  faltered. 

"  Tliat  man  is  always  careful,"        "  The   story   of  your   vow  can 

sneered    1st  van,    juHt     under    his  do  no  more  harm  than  is  already 

breath  ;     "  but  even  careful    men  done." 
can  sometimes  lose  their  way."  It  was  growing  too  dark  to  see 

The  Bohemian  had  by  this  time  clearly  the  expression  of  the  Bo- 
recovered  himself  to  some  extent,  hemian's  face  ;  but,  from  the  pause 
though  he  still  leant  against  the  which  followed,  and  from  the nerv- 
tree-stem.  ous    motion  of  his  hands  as  he 
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twisted  up  the  cap  between  them,  silent,  very  terrible  must  such  a 
it  was  evident  that  he  was  going  death  have  been, 
through  a  sharp  tussle  with  his  "When  I  was  ten  years  old,*' 
conscience.  Finally,  the  desire  to  said  the  Bohemian,  "  my  father 
justify  himself  against  the  charge  took  me  up  here  to  this  place  and 
of  superstition  triumphed,  and  he  showed  it  to  me.  He  made  me 
spoke.  swear  by  my  devoticn  to  the  TFtm- 

"  Fraulein,"  he  began  in  a  trem-  derbaum  at  Choteborschwitz  that 
ulcus  voice,  still  leaning  against  I  would  never  reveal  the  spot  to 
the  tree-stem  beside  him,  "  you  anybody.  It  was  his  mother,  my 
will  remember  how  I  told  you  that  grandmother — 1  remember  her  still 
both  I  and  my  father  were  bom  — who  had  told  him  the  story." 
in  this  strange  country,  and  that  *'  But,"  said  Gretchen,  after  a 
it  was  my  grandfather  who  ac-  moment  of  silence,  "  I  cannot  see 
cepted  the  offer  which  the  Govern-  what  logical  object  your  father  bad 
ment  had  made  him,  and  left  his  with  that  vow.  The  more  the  place 
nation  to  settle  here.  It  was  a  is  known,  the  less  danger  there 
rich  farm  which  they  gave  him.  would  be  of  a  person  stumbling  in." 
He  brought  his  young  wife  with  "  That  may  be,  Fraulein,  but  I 
him,  and  his  only  child  was  born  was  bound  to  hold  my  vow.  My 
here  soon  after  he  had  settled  father  meant  it  for  the  best,  no 
down  ;  and  yet  he  should  have  doubt.  I  have  seldom  come  to 
rued  the  day  when  he  came  to  the  spot  myself,  and  I  never  cut 
this  land.  He  had  not  been  settled  shingles  in  this  part  of  the  forest, 
a  year  in  the  valley  when  a  Wal-  I  saw  something  happen  here  lone 
lachian  who  worked  on  his  farm  ago  when  I  was  a  child,  which 
told  him  the  story  of  Gaura  Dra-  made  me  sad  for  many  days.  There 
culiii^  and  of  the  treasure  which  were  two  young  kids  which  bad 
the  brigands  had  buried  there,  and  strayed  near  this  place,  and  oo 
which  no  one  had  found.  that   bank   above   they   began  to 

"My  grandfather  loved  gold,  butt  at  each  other  m  play.  It 
The  story  inflamed  his  thirst  for  was  the  prettiest  sight  you  could 
riches.  For  weeks  he  dreamt  of  see,  and  I  laughed  as  I  looked  on  ; 
nothing  else  ;  and  at  last  he  deter-  but  I  stopped  laughing  very  soon. 
mined,  in  concert  with  the  Wal-  One  of  them  made  a  false  step;  he 
lachian  labourer,  to  whom  he  pro-  had  got  his  horns  entangled  with 
mised  half  the  gain,  to  sound  the  his  playfellow's  horns,  and  the  two 
depth  of  the  Devil's  Hole.  fell  together  down  that  hole.  They 

"The  two  went  up  in  secret —  went  straight  down;  there  was  not 
not  even  my  grandmother  knew  a  sound  ;  it  was  all  quiet  in  a  mo- 
the  object  of  the  expedition  ;  and    ment." 

it  was  only  next  day,  when  the  "  And  I  suppose  that  the  devils 
W^allachian'came  back  alone,  half  had  roast-kid  for  dinner  that  day," 
mad  with  terror,  and  told  her  how  observed  Kurt  flippantly, 
the  rope  had  broken  in  his  hands,  "  We  once  carried  a  big  stone 
and  his  companion  plunged  into  here,"  went  on  the  Bohemian,  an- 
the  abyss  before  his  eyes, — it  was  perturbed — "I  and  some  peasants 
only  then  that  she  heard  of  Ganra  who  knew  of  the  spot.  It  took  six 
Draculul.^'*  of   us   to  carry  it ;  and  when  we 

Tlie  Bohemian  broke  off,  and  threw  it  down,  the  breath  of  air 
crossed  himself.  No  one  spoke  which  came  up  knocked  the  cape  off 
for  a  moment.     Very  swift,  very    our  six  heads  as  if  with  a  blow." 
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''I  shoald  have  been  mightily  cuftit  Bounded  too  extravagant  aa 

aorprised  if  it  had  not,**  remarked  lone  as  &atirai>raotiAif  lay  before 

Mr  Howard  ;   **  and  you  took  it  the  listeners'  eyes.   ^  In  Oretohen's 

for    supernatural    interference,  of  head  there  was  ringing  the  air  of 

•course. ''  the  Bohemian's  melanoholy  song, 

*'  And  another  time,"  went  on  and  the  monotonous  refrain — 

the  Bohemian  calmly,  ''  we  let  a  „  .p^          ^^         , 

man  down  with  ropee.  We  had  fifty  g^J^^^  beww  I" 
vards  of  rope,but  it  was  not  enough. 

Neztday  wecame  back  with  double  It  seemed  to  her  that  that  Romaa 

as  much  rope;  but  when  we  had  woman,  saorifioed  to  blind  jealousy^ 

lost  sight  of  the  man,  we  heard  him  should  henoeforward^from  a  legend- 

^line  up,  for  he  had  taken  friffht;  ary  myth,  become  to  her  an  anthen- 

and  after  that  we  did  not  meddle  tic  personage.    Had  she  not  stood 

with  the  place  again."  beside  the  hapless  victim's  grave  ? 

**  Bah  !  "  said  Mr  Howard,  **  in  It  was  a  place  to  pursue  a  man 

ten  years  the  measurement  of  the  in  his  dreams,  to  haunt  hiin  even 

4epth  will  be  reduced  to  a  mathe-  by  broad  daylight.    The  shiver  of 

matical  calculation."  interest  which  Jt  awoke  waa  both 

''  That  is  what  papa  says,"  ob*  exquisite  and  painf uL  While  long- 
served  Oretchen; ''  and  he  believes,  ing  to  be  away,  one  yet  was  loath 
too,  that  there  is  some  outlet  be-  to  leave  it.  Some  such  feeling  it 
low."  was  which  kept  them  all  silent  bow 

*'  That  is  the  secret  of  the  moun-  as  they  stood  around  it.  The  f  aaoin* 
tains,  Fr&ulein  ;  and  the  mountains  ation  seemed  to  be  strongest  upon 
4o  not  chatter.  According  to  the  Istv&n.  He  slo^rly  paced  round 
story  of  the  brigands'  treasure,  the  edge,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  thA 
some  such  passage  would  need  to  blackness  below,  stepping  some- 
exist.  I  know  of  one  story  only  times  so  perilously  near  to  the  de- 
which  seems  to  confirm  it,  My  ceitful  brink  as  to  deal  nervous 
father  was  told  by  an  old  peasant,  starts  to  his  companions,  and  to 
who  died  at  ninety  years  of  age,  call  forth  many  an  invocation  to 
that  a  brother  of  his  had  a  dog  the  Heilige  Jungfrau  of  the  TFun- 
whom  he  wanted  to  be  rid  of,  and  derbaum  at  Choteborschwitz  from 
so  he  just  took  biin  up  to  the  wood  the  scared  Bohemian, 
and  knocked  him  into  the  hole.  **  Tell  me,"  said  Gretchen  to  the 
He  was  sure  never  to  see  him  guide,  ''have  you  ever  heard  of 
again  ;  but  ten  days  after  that,  as  any  other  accident  happening  here, 
he  was  leaving  his  house  in  the  except  the  death  of  your  grand* 
morning,  there  on  the  doorstep  the  father?  " 

dog  was  sitting,  nothing  but  skin  **  Never     any    other,  Fr&ulein  ; 

and  bone,  and  scratches  all  over,  there    may  have    been    accidents 

I»jobody  knows  where  he  came  from,  here,  or  there  may  not.  Those  who 

The  peasants  said  he  was  not  good  go  down  there  do  not  come  back 

enough    for  the   devils,   and   that  to  tell  us  stories.    You  know  what 

therefore  they  let  him  go  again."  the  peasants  here  say.      I  told  yon 

**  Too   thin   for  roasting,"   sug-  of  their  superstition." 

gested  Kurt.     "  They  might  have  "  A  victim   every  century,"  said 

made  broth  of  him,  though."  Tolnay,  half  aloud. 

But    even     Kurt's     irreverence  ''  And   when   was  it  that  your 

failed  to  disturb  the  gravity  of  the  grandfather    was    killed  ?  "  asked 

others.      No  story  of  Gaura  Dra*  Mr  Howard. 
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*'  In  the  last  year  of  the  last  cen-  minute  ago  she  had  felt  drawn  to 

tury,  mein  Herr?'*  linger,  so  was  she  now  consumed 

"  Ha  !  "  cried  Tolnay,  raising  his  by  a  fever  to  be  gone, 

head.     "  Then  the  devils  have  not  "  Leave  it  alone,"  she  answered, 

had  their  due  this  time  ?"  impatiently;    "we    have    already 

"  No,    Ilerr    Baron,"    said    the  lost  more  time  than  we  can  afforu, 

Bohemian,  with  a  feeble  attempt  — and   besides,   it  is  getting    too 

at  a  sneer, — "  not  if  we  give  credit  dark  to  see  what  you  are  cutting 

to   the    stories    of    this    ignorant  in  the  bark.     Mr  How<ird,  please, 

people."     l^ut  the  contempt  in  his  come  away." 

voice    was    not    convincing  ;    his  "  As   you   command,"   said  Mr 

simple  soul  could  not  quite  esca])e  Howard,  slicing  away  doggedly  at 

the  gloomy  magic  of  the  spot.  the  beech-tree.     ''  I  shall  leave  the 

"  Perhaps,   though,   their    sable  others  alone  ;  but  just  let  me  mark 

majesties  will  be  content  with  the  this  one  fellow.     1  am  a  practical 

kids,"  remarked  Kurt  ;  "  that  im-  Englishman,   and    it    revolts    my 

molation  took  place  this  century,  common-sense   to   leave   the   spot 

you  know."  without  having    done    something* 

"  But  it  is  a  human  victim  they  towards      facilitating    our     next 

want,"   explained    the   Bohemian,  search." 

with   a  rather  inconsistent  eager-  "  You  arc  an  obstinate  and  un- 

ness  ;  "  it  is  human  blood  which  persuadable  Englishman.     But  we 

they  must  taste  once  in  every  hun-  are   not   going  to   stand    by  and 

dred  years  ;  the  god  of  the  valley  watch  you  dig  your  crosses.  There! 

has  sworn  it  on  his  club."  if  you  will  have  the  tree  marked, 

"And  Hercules  keeps  his  oaths,"  do   it   this   way  ; "  and   Oretchen 

muttered  Istvan.  pulled  her  handkerchief  from  her 

His   tone   was   so   strange,  that  pocket,  and   twisted  it  round   the 

Gretchen  hurriedly  turned  to  leave  lowest    branch,   knotting    it    fast 

the  spot.  with  a  double  knot.  "  There  !  that 

"  We  can  do  no  more  for  to-day,"  is  better  than  your  pedantic  cut- 
she  said  ;  "  experiments  need  not  ting  ;  it  can  be  seen  almost  in  the 
only  daylight,  but  also  ropes  and  dark.     Now,  come    away    quick  ; 
tools.    Now  that  the  spot  is  found,  let  us  lose  no  more  time." 
all  will  be  easy."  "  I    submit,"  said   Mr  Howard, 

"  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that,"  said  reluctantly  closing  his  knife.  "Bat 

Mr  Howard  ;  "  even  now,  enlight-  let   us   sum  up  the   matter  first : 

ened  as  we  are,  we  might  stumble  From  the  white  mark,  turn  to  the 

round  and  round  the  place  for  half  right — mind  you,  to  the  right  :  the 

an  hour,  or  into  it  perhaps,  before  hole  lies  sharp  to  the  left." 

we   knew  where  we  were.     I'hat  **  Yes,  yes,'*  said  Gretchen,"  that 

one  tree  is  not  guide  enough  ;  if  will  do  ;  let  us  go  now." 

vou  will   keep  your  patience   for  They  made  their  way  back  with- 

Iialf-a-dozen  minutes  longer,  I  shall  out  much  difficulty.     It  was  not  so 

press  a  few  more  of   these  giants  dark  now,  for  the  moon  was  rising 

into  the  sign -post  service  ;"  and  he  early,  and   poured  through  every 

began  unclasj>ing  his  big  English  loophole  which  the  branches  above 

penknife,  and   prepared  to  attack  afforded.     They  had  never  before 

the  nearest  beech-tree.  been  on  the  hills  at  so  late  an  hour. 

But   Gretchen  had  been   seized  But   even   with   the  possibility  of 

with  a  sudden  violent  desire  to  be  robbers  and  bears  before  her  eyes, 

away   from   the  spot.     Just  as   a  Gretchen  felt  no  apprehension  ;  she 
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knew  that  both  Tolnay  and  Mr  This   black    hole,  howeYer,    this 

Howard  carried  revolvers  in  case  ChuraDrtxcuhd  which  had  played 

of  emergencies  ;  and  besides,  was  so  great  a  part  this  summer,  was 

there  not  the  gun  of  the  Bohe-  not  qaite  like  any  other  black  hda 

mian's    nnfortanate    grandfather,  He  had  assisted  in  the  search  for 

which,  after  all,  might  go  off  at  weeks  past ;  it  was  an   object  of 

the  right  moment  ?  interest  to  Adalbert  Mohr  ;  above 

The   prostrate   beech-tree    was  all,  it  was  an  interest  to  Gfretchen. 

bathed  in  moonlight ;  and,  sitting  The  position  was  a  tantalising  one. 

on  tbc  trunk,  they  saw  the  figure  To  be  the  only  one  of  the  party 

of  Dr  Eomers.    He  did  not  per-  who    should    come  back  without 

ceive  them  until  they  were  close ;  having   seen   the   spot — ^to  be   so 

then  he  rose  hurriedly,  and  came  to  near,  and  to  go  away  ignorant, — 

meet  them.  it  was  enough   to  excite   even  a 

'^  At  last !    I  could  not  imagine  hitherto  slumbering  curiosity, 
where  you  were."  ''  Three  minutes  there,**  said  Mr 

**  We  could  not  imagine  where  Howard,  with    his    watch    in  hit 

you  were,"  said  Kurt.  hand,  ^^  three    minutes  back,  and 

'^  I  missed  the  Bohemian,  but  man-  one  minute  to  stand  and  shiver  at 

agedtofindmy  way  back  here;  and  the  edge, — seven  minutes   in    alL 

seeing  all  the  things  about — plaids  We  are  so  late  already  that  seven 

and  so  on — I  concluded  that  my  minutes  are  neither  here  nor  there, 

best  course  was  to  wait  patiently."  It  will  take  us  about  that  to  padc 

'<  Ah,  you  don't  know  what  you  up  our  thinss." 
have  missed  !  "  said  Oretchen.  **  Tou  had  better  make  up  your 

And  then,  with  much  question  mind  quick,  one  way  or  the  other,** 

and  answer,  and  more  or  less  ex-  remarked  Kurt ;  ''but    if  I  were 

cited     narrative,     the      lawyer's  you,  I  should  take  it  on  trust." 
^orance  was  enlightened.    The       ''So  should  I,"  said  Gretofaen, 

Bohemian    knelt  on   the  ^ound,  as  she  flung  her  shawl  around  her. 

strapping  up  the  basket  which  had  "  It  is  so  dark  too,  it  would  scarcely 

carried  their  provisions.  be  safe.     Dr  Koraers,  do  not  go." 

"  It's   a  positive  pity  that   you        She  had  spoken   low,  but  both 

have  not    seen   it,"  admitted    Mr  Vincenz  and  Tolnay  had  heard  her 

Howard.     "  I  am  bound  to  confess  distinctly,  and  they   both  turned 

that  we  have  nothing  which  beats  their  heads  towards  her.     For  one 

it  in  its  own  line  of  horrors  within  instant  Vincenz  felt  his  heart  leap 

the  seas  of  Great  Britain."  up  with  a  sort  of  wild  hope,  but 

'<  Is    it  far  from  here  ?  "  asked  it  sank  down  again  in  the  next. 
Vincenz.  "I  am    an    old    fool,"  thought 

"  Not  three  minutes'  walk."  Vincenz  ;   "  it  is  only  that  she  is 

"  There  is  no  particular  necessity  in  a  hurry  to  get  home." 
for  seeing  it   to-night,  is  there?"        " Don't  go,'' said  another  voice 

asked  Kurt :  '^  it  is  not  going  to  beside  him  :  it  was  Tolnay's,  and 

close  u])  just  yet,  I  fancy."  there  was  again  in  it  that  mocking 

Vincenz  looked  doubtful.  As  a  tone  with  which  he  loved  to  tor- 
matter  of  personal  taste,  he  did  not  ment  the  lawyer.  But  the  mockery 
care  much  whether  he  did  or  did  to-night  was  not  as  light  and  laugh- 
not  see  a  black  hole  which  was  ing  as  was  Tolnay's  wont. 
supposed  to  have  no  bottom.  He  ''And  why  should  I  not  go  ?" 
took  no  special  interest  in  either  "Because  you  would  see  nothing; 
geological  or  historical  researches,  and  besides — it  would  not  be  safe.'* 
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"I    shall    go,"    said    Vincenz ;  "  Much  better,"  answered   Tol- 

"  will  any  one  show  ine  the  way?"  nay  ;  and  he  stood  for  a    minute 

"The  Bolieiuian  will,"  said '  Mr  looking  at  (Tretcben,  as  if  he   had 

Howard,  as    he    carefully  stowed  forgotten    the    business   in    hand, 

away  his   yellow    fungus    in    the  Then  he  turned  quickly  and  walked 

empty  ])rovision-ba8kct.  away,  Vincenz  following  close  be- 

The  Bohemian  looked  up   from  hind  him. 

the   bundle  he  was  busy  with  on  Their  steps  echoed  on  the   dry 

the  ground.     He  looked  piteously  crisp  moss  and  the  crackling  brown 

towards  Gretchen.  of  the  loaves.     Gretclien    watched 

"  I   can't   do  that,    Friiuloin  ;  it  them— ^Toliiay    in    advance,    Vin- 

would  be  directly  against  my  vow.  cenz  still  close  behind    him  ;  they 

I  was  never  to  reveal   the  spot  to  would  disa])pear  among  the  bushes 

any  living  person."  in  another  moment. 

"  Oh,  bother  it ! "  said  Mr  How-  She  got  up,  and,  moved  by  some 

ard,  with   magnanimity  ;  "  then  I  unaccountable  impulse,  calle<]  after 

shall  have  to  take  you,  I  suppose."  them — 

"  Yes,"   said    Gretchen,  eagerly.  "  Don't    forget  the    signal,  the 

"  No,"    said     Tolnay,    stepping  handkerchief  on  the  tree-;  the  tree 

forward  ;  **  I    will  show   you   the  is  to  the    right,  the    hole  to   the 

way."                                    "  left." 

There  was  nothing  strange  in  the  She  was  not  sure  she  had  been 

offer  ;  and  yet  every  person  of  the  heanl,  for  Vincenz  kept  straight  on, 

party  looked  up  surprised.  Tolnav's  but  Tolnay  turned  for  a  moment, 

mood  all  day  had  been  so  peculiar  "  I  remember,"  he  called  back. 

— so  gloomy   at  moments   and  so  How  white   his  face   looked  in 

wildly    gay     at     others — he     had  the    moonlight — ghastly     pale    it 

showed  so  distinct  a  dislike  towards  seemed  at  this  distance.     And  his 

Dr  Komers,  that  even  a  slight  po-  eyes  I     Was  it  the  moonlight  alone 

liteness  of  this   sort  struck   every  which  made  them  shine  with  that 

one  with  momentary  surprise.  fevered  brightness  ? 

Tolnay  saw  the  start,  saw  it  most  Something  like  dread,  somethioe 

clearly  upon   Gretchen's  face,  and  like  suspicion,  for  an  instant  erossea 

asked  somewhat  defiantly —  Gretchen's   mind.     She  turned  to 

"Well,   have    I    said   anything  Kurt,  who   was    lighting  a   fresh 

peculiar  ?  "  cigar  for  the  homeward  journey. 

"Nothing  at  all,"  said  Mr  How-  "Kurt,  will    you    not    go  with 

ard.  them?  they  are  not   out  of  sight 

"  Nothing,"    echoed     Gretchen,  yet." 

more  faintly.  Kurt  laughed  good-naturedly. 

"  Nothing,  except    that    every-  "  My    dear    Gretchen,  you    are 

thing  about  him  is  peculiar  to-day,"  really  very  amusing.     In  what  oa- 

remarked  Kurt  to  himself.          *  pacity  am  I  to  offer  myself?     Is 

In  tlie   next   minute  already,  no  not  one  man  enough  to  show  a  hole 

one  could  imagine  what  had  caused  in  the  ground  to  another  man  ?  " 

that    glance     of    surprise.     Why  "  I  suppose  so,"  sighed  Gretchen  ; 

should    not    Baron     Tolnay  have  and  she  sat    down    to    wait,  half 

taken  it  into  his  head  to  be  polite  ashamed    of  the   anxiety  she  had 

for  once,  even  to  Dr  Komers  ?  bet  raved. 

"  I  am  much   obliged   to    you,"  The   two    figures  had  vanished 

said  Vincenz,   readily.     "We  had  among  the  bushes  ;  for  a  few  seconds 

better  lose  no  time."  *"  longer  they  could  hear  the  crack- 
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ling  of  the  trodden  leaves,  and  then  "Vlnoenz  stood  [wondering  for    a 

they  heard  nothing  more.  moment  as    to  what  that   glanoe 

''  We  must  be  close  to  it/'  said  could  mean. 

Vincenz  to  Baron  Tolmay,  when  There  had  be^i  more  than  one 

they  had  plunged  into  the  thicket  moment  to-day  when  Yincenz  had 

of  bushes.     ^'  Did  they  not  call  out  met    this  man's    eyes,    and    had 

something  about  a  signal  after  us  ?  "  puzzled  over  their  expression.    The 

Istv&n  nodded  without  tuininff  natred   he  had  fancied  to  see    in 

his  head  ;  but  in  the  next  second  them  might  be    explained ;    bat 

he  came  to  a  dead  stand-still,  and  there  had  been  another  element  in 

faced    straight    round.    He    was  those  glances,  for  which  he  had  not 

muttering  something    under    his  known  how  to  account :  that  other 

breath.     V  incenz    did    not    hear  element  had  looked  like  jealousy, 

what  the  words  were  ;  and  if  he  What  ground,  in  heaven's  name — 

had    heard   them,    he  would    not  what  ground   for   jealousv  could 

have    known    what    to    make   of  the  young,  the  rich,  the  »soinat- 

them.    What  Istv&n  said  to  him-  ing  Baron  Tolnay  have  with  re* 

self  were  only  the  few  words — ^'I  eard  to  an  obscure  lawyer,  without 

cannot  do  it/'  fortune,  short-sighted,  and  on  the 

"  I  am  not  going  farther,"  he  verge  of  forty  ? 

said,  louder  ;  but  his  voice  was  so  Vincenz  had  asked  himself  that 

husky  that  Vincenz  could  scarcely  question   eariier  in   the    day ;  he 

catch  even  this.  did    not  think    of   it  at  this  mo- 

They  were  standing  in  a  patch  ment.    All  he  saw  was,  that  Tol- 

of  clear  moonlight ;  and  Vincenz  nay  was  looking  strangely  ill  and 

peering    through    his    spectacles,  disturbed. 

thought  he  had  never  seen  a  man's  '^  A    white    handkerchief  on   a 

face  look  as  pale  as  Istv&n's  face  branch,"  said   Vincenz,  •  recalling 

looked  at  this  moment.  the  other  to  the  point  in  question. 

<<  Are  you  ill  ? "  he  asked,  with  All   Istv&n's  energies    seemed  to 
sudden   alarm,    forgetting    every  have  become  absorbed  in  the  in- 
thought  of  rivalry  and  petty  differ-  tensity  of  that  gaze. 
ences  in  an  honest  fellow-feeling  of  ^'A  white  handkerchief  on  the 
sympathy.     He   put  out  his  hand  branch, — yes,"  said  Tolnay. 
towards      Tolnay's ;     but    Istv&n  "  And    when    I    come  to    it,  I 
started   aside  violently,  as  if    he  must  turn  which  way  ? " 
could  not  bear  that  touch.  Tolnay  looked  for  one   moment 

"  Yes — no  ;   I  don't  know — per-  into  the   face  of  the  man  before 

haps  I  am  ill,  or  perhaps  I  am  mad.  him,  and  he  saw  that  he  was  un- 

I  am  not  going  farther.     You  can  suspicious  and  open,  ready  to  take 

find   it   for  yourself;   we  are  not  him  at  his  word.     He  set  his  teeth, 

twenty  paces  off."  "  When  you  come  to  it,  you  must 

"  Do  not  trouble  yourself,"  said  turn," — ^he  paused — that  pause  waa 

Vincenz,  with   his  usual  courtesy,  scarcely  a  second, — "youmusttum 

"  I    shall  certainly  find  it  for  my-  sharp  to  the  left." 

self,  if  you  will  only  tell  me  about  "To  the  left;  thank  you,"  said 

that  signal."  Vincenz,  courteously. 

*'  It  IS  a  white  handkerchief  on  Tolnay  made  no  response.     He 

the  branch,"  replied  Tolnay,  slowly;  stood  watching  the  other  till  he 

and  he  broke  off  then,  and  fastened  passed    out    of    sight, — ^his    own 

upon   the  lawyer's  face  a  look  so  figure  standing  so  motionless  that 

intense,  so  strained  and  fixed,  that  he  seemed  scarcely  to  be  drawin|^ 
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breath.  It  was  not  pity  which  he 
felt  even  at  this  moment — it  was  a 
furious  jealousy. 

When  he  had  stood  for  the  space 
of  a  few  seconds,  he  turned  his 
face  in  the  opposite  direction  and 
broke  his  way  through  the  bushes 
— running  as  if  he  were  being  pur- 
sued, as  if  at  any  price  he  must  get 
away  from  this  spot. 

Vincenz  walked  straight  on, 
peering  about  for  the  signal.  He 
had  not  got  more  than  twenty 
paces  when  he  saw  it  on  the  tree. 
This  signal  shone  so  white  that  not 
even    a  short-sighted    man   could 


overlook  it.  It  hung  on  the  branch 
like  a  huge  white  flower,  doubly 
pale  in  the  moonlight.  A  slanting 
moonbeam,  piercing  throuffh  the 
branches,  had  touched  it  and  made 
it  shine  out  conspicuously.  But 
though  the  signal  on  the  branch 
was  so  distinct,  the  ground  at  the 
lawyer's  feet  was  dark,  and  he  did 
not  see  where  he  was  stepping. 

He  stood  for  a  moment,  looking 
at  the  signal  ;  then,  exactly  follow- 
ing Tolnay's  direction,  unhesitat- 
ingly, unsuspiciously,  blindly,  he 
turned,  as  he  had  been  told — sharp 
to  the  left. 


CHAPTER    XXXV. — A    BIDDLE. 


*'  But  long  they  looked,  and  feared,  and  wfpt.**— Brtant, 

The  last  of  the  plaids  was  strap-  beginning  to  grow  into  an  unrea- 

ped   up,  the  provision-basket  had  sonable  allowance.     It  is  wrong  in 

been  got  into  travelling  order;  there  them  to  indulge  in  so  many  shiv- 

was  nothing  now  to  do  but  to  sit  ers  when   they  know  that  we  are 

and  wait  till  those  two  men  eame  waiting." 

back  agaiil  through  the  bushes.  Mr        There  was  a  short  silenoe,  during 

Howard  and  Kurt  exchanged  oc-  which   Mr  Howard  kept  his  eves 

casional   remarks  ;    the  Bohemian  on   his  watch,  and  the  Bohemian 

smoked  his  pipe,  standing  a  little  puffed  his  pipe  steadily.     Then  the 

apart ;  Gretchen  sat  silent,  feeling  puffs  stopped,  and  the  Bohemian 

tired,  and    conscious  of    listening  stood  in  an  attitude  of  attention. 
rather  impatiently  for  the  sound  of        "  They  are  coming  now,"  he  said. 
the  returning  footsteps.  Mr  Howard  returned  his  watch 

''  Three  mmutes  there,"  said  Mr  to  his  pocket,  and  the  Bohemian 

Howard,   drawing  out  his  watch,  hastily  lighted   the    little  lantern 

^Hhree    minutes    back,     and     say  which  waste  guide  them  down,  for 

three  minutes  for  shuddering — nine  in  the  dense  parta  of  the   forest 

minutes  in  all.     They   have  been  there  would  be  no  moonlight  on 

gone  ten  minutes  now."  their  path. 

"Suppose  we  go  on  slowly,  and        They  all    lookei    towards    the 

let  them  follow,"  said  Kurt.  bushes    to  the  right.     Bat  those 

"  No,"  said  Gretchen  ;  "  we  must  bushes  never    rustled — they  slept 

wait  till  they  come."  on  peacefully  in  the  moonlight ;  it 

"  Oh,  all  right ;  but  you  looked  was  from  the  opposite  side  that  the 

as  if   you  had  had  enough  of  this  footsteps  were  approaching, 
waiting  business.     I  know  I  have."        "  ^Vhy,  they  have  not  been  to  the 

"  Four  minutes   for  shuddering  hole,  after  all,"  said  Mr   Howurd, 

— five   minutes,"   proclaimed   Mr.  in  a  toneof  di8ffast;"theyarecom* 

Howard,  holding  his  watch  so  that  ing  from  the  other  side." 
the  moonlight  fell  upon  it.     "  It  is        "  Fine  resnlt  of  all   our  signal 
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hoisting,''  laughed  Kurt.  **  They  Every  one  was  a  little  o<.>|#««ow, 
will  be  ashamed  to  say  it ;  but  I  but  the  tone  in  which  he  spoke, 
bet  joxky  nine  to  one,  tney  havep't  and  the  pallor  of  his  face,  bore  out 
found  the  place.''  his  words.  There  was  somethinjg; 
''Just  what  I  said,"  Mr  Howard  subdued  and  exhausted  about  his 
wrathfully  exclaimed  ; ''  we  should  manner.  Even  his  eyes  seemed  to 
have  marked  half-a-dozen  trees  at  have  no  light  in  them.  Mr  Howard 
least,  to  make  sure."  could  not  entirely  suppress  a  con- 
Meanwhile  from  between  the  temptuous  snort.  It  was  in  his 
trees  the  figure  of  a  man  was  be*  eyes  a  deerading  spectacle  to  see 

Sinning  to  grow  distinct,  pacing  this  wretched  young  foreigner  so 

owly  towards  them.  entirely  knocked  up  by  a  day's 

''  llie^  are  taking  it  easy,"  said  walk  in  the  mountains. 

Kurt,  with  disapprovaL  **  You  told  him  about  the  sig- 

**Thej  ?  "  repeated  Mr  Howard  ;  nal  ?  "  asked  Gh*etchen. 

''  I  only  see  one.    Which  of  them  Still    not    looking    at    her,  he 

is  it  ?  or  is  it  neither  ?  "  answered — 

Just  as  he  spoke,  the  approach-  ''  I  told  him  about  the  signaL" 

ing  man  had  to  cross  a  strip  of  '' And  are  you  sure  he  understood 

moonlight.   It  was  Istv&n  Tolnay's  you  ?  " 

face  on  which  the  moon  shone.  ''I  am  sure  he  understood  me." 

<' Holloa!    what's  this?"  cried  '<  Then  he  will  be  back  durectly,*^ 

out  Mr  Howard.  said  Mr  Howard,  drawins  out  his 

''  Did  you  not  find  the  place  ?  "  watch  with  an  impatient  jerk, 

shouted  Kurt.  **  I  hope  so,"  said  Gretchen,  in 

They  shouted  loud  enough,  but  a  whisper. 
Istvan  neither  hurried  his  pace  Tolnay  turned  his  head  and 
nor  made  any  answer  to  their  calls,  looked  at  her  as  she  said  it,  then 
He  came  on  somewhat  laggingly,  his  elance  returned  to  the  g^ronnd. 
never  raising  his  eyes  from  the  ''Ten  minutes  for  shivering  he 
ground  before  him.  When  he  had  has  given  himself,"  said  Mr  Mow- 
reached  them,  he  looked  up  at  last,  ard,  still  watch  in  hand.  "  This  is 
and  started  as  if  he  had  not  ex-  getting  past  a  joke ;  it  is  a  positive 
pected  to  see  them  there.  want  of  tact." 

"  Where  is  Dr   Komers  ? "    he  "  Or  of  sense  of  locality,"  said 

asked.  Kurt.       "Most  likely  he  cannot 

"  That  it  just  the  question  we  find  his  way  back." 

were  going  to  put  to  you,"  laughed  "  Of  course    that  is    obvious," 

Mr  Howard.  said  Gretchen,  somewhat  irritably. 

**  He  has  not  come  back,  then  ?"  "What  is  the  use  of  making  such 

"No  ;  certainly  not."  self-evident  remarks ? " 

"  I  thought  not,"  said  Tolnay  ;  "  Shall  I  go  and  look  for  the 

and  he  sat  down  on  the  trunk  as  Herr  Doctor  ? "   volunteered    the 

if  exhausted,  passing  his  handker-  Bohemian,   taking  his  pipe  from 

chief  over  his  damp  forehead.  his  mouth. 

"But   where  w    Dr   Komers?"  "Lookhere.!  we  have  had  enough 

repeated  Gretchen.  of  this  sort  of  thing,"  objected  Mr 

He  answered  without  looking  at  Howard.  "  There  have  been  enough 
her;  '*  I  did  not  go  with  him  all  cross-purposes  this  evening  without 
the  way  ;  he  said  he  would  find  the  making  more.  If  we  begin  look- 
place  alone.  I  did  not  care  to  go  ing  for  each  other,  we  shall  end 
on — I  felt  giddy."                •     mji^^j  by  each  going  home  in  a  different 
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direction.  It  is  a  golden  rule,  in  gerously  suggestive.  The  intent- 
such  cases,  to  wait  quietly  at  one's  ness  with  which  Gretchen  sat  list- 
post. ''  ening  for  the  sound  of  the  bushes 

The   Bohemian    submitted,   but  rustling  w^as  becoming  irksome  to 

he  did  not  look  quite  satisfied.  herself.      The    strain    grew  with 

"  We  could  call  out  for  the  Herr  every  second  :  from  irksome  it 
Doctor,  at  least ;  he  may  be  close  grew  to  be  painful,  and  from  pain- 
by  without  knowing  it."  ful  if  became  torturing.    Not  even 

They   shouted — first  the  Bohe-  to  herself  would  she  acknowledge 

mian,  then  Mr  Howard,  then  Kurt,  the  creeping  fear  which,  she  knew 

The  wood  sank  back  into  silence  not  how,  had  sunk  into  her  heart, 

the  moment  they  held  their  breath,  and  which  was  slowly  encircling  it 

There  was  not  tne  smallest  answer-  with  an  icy  band.     She  would  not 

ingrustle,  nor  the  crackling  of  trod-  even  look  at  her  brother  nor  at 

den  twigs,  to  tell  them  that  they  Mr  Howard,  for  fear  of  reading  in 

had  been  heard.     Gretchen,  as  she  their  eyes  something  which  would 

sat  listening,  told  herself  that  there  strengthen    the    suspicion    within 

was  no  cause  for  anxiety,  and  that  her. 

presently  she  should  hear  the  sound  It  is  not  possible  to  determine 

of  parting  branches,  for  which  she  at  what  point  exactly  a  fear  of  this 

was  so  earnestly  listening.  sort  becomes  alive.     Often  when 

"  He  may   have  heard,  though  we  are  scarcely  yet    aware  that 

he  has  not    answered,"   said    Mr  the  seed  has  been  sown,  the  plant 

Howard.  '' Let  us  hold  our  tongues  is  already  growing  fast.     By  this 

for  a  little.     We  might  as   well  time    they    were    all    persuading 

give  him  the  chance  of  a  holloa."  themselves  that  they  had  not  sat 

They  did    hold    their  tongues,  waiting  and  listening  for  so  very 

They  all  remained   as  motionless  long,  and  that  there  really  was  no 

as   though  they  had  been  lifeless  reason  for  avoiding  each   other's 

figures  grown  into  the  surround-  eyes  in  the  way  they  were  uncon- 

ings  of  the  moonlit  forest.     But  sciously  doing.     And  jyet  they  did 

Dr  Komers  apparently  had  missed  avoid  a  direct  look  ;    they  stared 

his  chance,  for  the  answering  holloa  at  the  bushes,  at  the  tree-trunk, 

was  not  heard.  at    everything  but    each    other's 

At  last  somebody  spoke.   It  was  faces.     And  so  sharpened  do  our 

Tolnay.     He  raised  his  head  and  perceptions  become  in  momenta  of 

asked —  suspense,  that  there  was  no  mem- 

"  Why  are  we  not  going  home  ?  "  ber  of  the  party  who  oould  not 

*'  But   we  I  are   waiting  for   Dr  have  stood  a  close  examination  as 

Komers,"    said    three    voices    to-  to  the  exact  number  of  tree-atems 

gether.  within  sight,   or  who    oould   not 

'^  To  be  sure  ;"  and  Istv^n's  head  from     memory    have    aocurately 

sank  down  again.  drawn  the  outline  of  that  clump 

It     was    Gretchen    who    spoke  of  bushes  to  the  right, 

next —  That  black  bottomless  hole  was 

'^  Where  did  you  leave^Dr  Ko-  in  everybody's  mind,  and  no  one 

mcrs  exactly  ?  "  had  the  courage  to  name  it.    The 

''  1  left  him  within  thirty  paces  silence  was  unbearable  ;  yet  each 

of  the  hole."  felt  that  he  would  rather  not  be 

Then  silence  fell  again  upon  the  the  first  to  break  it.     The  first 

waiting  group.    These  intervals  of  word  said  must  be  an  acknowledff- 

«ileuce  were  oeginning  to  be  dan-  ment  of  their  seoret  fear — and  itia 
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the  aokoowledgment  whiob  is  hard-       ThiB  part  of  the  wood  became- 
eat  to  make.  alive  with  steps  and  voices.  Every 

Kart  had  thrown  away  his  cigar,  one  felt  that  to  make  a  noise  was* 
The  Bohemian's  pipe  had  went  out  a  relief  after  the  silence  and  in^ 
without  his  noticing  it.  Mr  How-  action  from  which  thev  had  just 
ajrd  it  was  who  made  the  first  been  freed.  Frightened  bats  darted 
movement.  He  put  back  his  watch  overhead,and  moths  flew  oat  of  the- 
into  hiii  pocket,  and  scratched  his  bnshes  around.  The  night-birds  at- 
hcAd.  Then  he  sot  up,  looked  tered  shrill  cries  of  surprise  as  they 
around,  hesitated  for  a  moment,  winged  their  way  towards  undis- 
and  said  in  a  studiously  careless  turbeddepthsof  the  forest;  and  the- 
voice —  day-birds  awoke  in  alarm,  wonder- 

''I  shall  lust  take  a  cast  about."     ii^SJ^  ^^^  night  were  already  over. 
Some  such  signal  they  had  waited       The  party  separated  in  different 
for  ;  they  all  began  moving  as  if    directions  ;  there  was  no  word  now 
with  one  accord.  said  about  playing  at  croes-por- 

«<  Why,  Oretohen,  you  are  look-    poses.    They  took  great  care  in 
ing  as  white  as  a  ghost,"  said  Kurt    separating    to  inform  each  other* 
to  his  sister.     ''  We  shall  have  to    that  they  were  not  going  to  search 
carry  you  down  the  hill,  after  all.    anywhere  in  particular,  only  to* 
Hadn't  you  better  sit  here  while    take  a  general  look  around, 
we  are  beating  the  bushes  ?  "  Oretchen  did  not  say  much  :  she- 

Kurt's  tone  was  meant    to  be    waited  till  the  others  were  dis- 
cheerf  ul,  but  his  supreme  coolness   persed  ;  and  when  she  thought  her-- 
failed  him  a  little  just  now.  self  unobserved,  she  crept  quietty 

*<  But  I  mean  to  beat  the  bushes  in  the  direction  oiQauraDrcusuhi. 
too,"  said  Gretchen  bravely.  ''  We  She  did  not  ask  herself  why  she- 
are  sure  to  find  Dr  Eomers  at  was  going  there  ;  but  some  inward 
once  ;  don't  yon  think  so,  Kurt  ?"  warning  was  drawincr  her  in  that 
<<  Oh,  at  once — naturally,  of  direction.  She  stifled  the  warning 
course  I  do,"  said  Kurt,  clearing  with  all  the  resolution  she  could 
his  throat  ;  "  only  I  don't  like  to  muster  ;  but,  half  against  her  will, 
make  Belf-evident  remarks.  He'll  she  obeyed  it.  Above  all,  she 
be  disporting  himself  somewhere  would  not  have  liked  any  one  else 
close  at  hand,  depend  upon  it  ;  or  to  guess  at  the  horrible  fear  which 
perhaps  he  has  had  a  moonstroke,  had  been  bom  within  her.  She 
you  know."  crept  softly    through  the  bushes^ 

The  Bohemian  made  a  few  steps  where  the  risine  moon  was  weav- 
to  follow  the  party,  then  turned,  as  ing  strange  enects.  Her  quick 
if  struck  with  a  thought,  aud  pick-  eyes  espied  the  signal  'at  once — the 
ing  up  the  lighted  lantern,  took  it  handkerchief  tied  to  the  branch, 
with  him.  just    as    she    had    left     it.       Dr 

The  wraps  and  provision -basket  Komers  could  not  have  passed  it 
were  abandoned  for  a  second  time  without  seeing  it;  and  this  thought  * 
this  evening.  Hut  they  were  not  for  a  minute  revived  her  failing 
quite  abandoned  this  time  ;  for,  courage.  Then  she  stepped  for- 
looking  back,  (iretchen  saw  Baron  ward  and  stood  at  the  eage  of  the 
Tolnay  sitting  where  they  had  left    abyss. 

him,  his  head  still  bowed  and  his  Its  aspect  was  somewhat  changed 
arms  folded.  It  seemed  as  if  he  from  what  it  h)^d  been  half  an  hour 
were  too  much  exhausted  to  take  ago,  for  the  moon  threw  a  shaft  of 
part  in  the  search.  li^ht  right  into  its  depth.      The- 
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trails  of   hanging  plants  seemed  to  saying  it,  they  recognised  that  this 

-quiver  in  the  tlood  of  silver  ;  and  last  argument  was   one  which  cut 

tlie  points  of  rock,  the  accident  of  both  ways.     And   then,  unconsci- 

formation,  were  much   more   dis-  ously  narrowing  their  circle,  they 

tinctly  seen   now   than    they   had  argued  that  it    would  be  ridiculous 

been    seen   then.     This   new   dis-  to  su])pose  that  a  sensible  man  like 

tinctness  added    to   the   terror  of  Dr  Komers — who   had,  moreover, 

the  place  ;  it  was  like  scanning  the  been  instructed  as  to  the  meaning 

bare  fangs   in  the   widely  opened  of  this  signal — could  by  any  possi- 

jaws  of  some  monster  of  unearth-  bility    have    stumbled    over     the 

]y  size.  edge.   An  ignorant  person,  to  hear 

Gretchen  bent  forward,  intently  them   talk,  would  have   supposed 

staring  into  the  depth  ;  then,  rais-  Dr  Komers  to  be    possessed    of  as 

ing  her  eyes,  she  started,  for  there  many  eyes  as  Argus,  and    Gaura 

opposite  to  her  were  the  figures  of  Draeului  to  be  a  roadside    ditch 

]\[r   Howard    and   the  Bohemian,  into   which  it  would  be   scarcely 

both  leaning  forward,  and  peering  unpleasant  to   stumble.      It    was 

down,  as  she  had  been  doing.  quite  clear  that   the  lawyer  must 

iMr  Howard  appeared  to  be  no  merely  have  lost  his  way.  And 
less  surprised  at  seeing  her  than  again  they  took  to  shouting,  and 
she  felt  at  seeing  him.  Before  to  searching  the  wood  around, 
either  of  them  had  spoken,  there  hoisting  up  the  lantern  on  a  long 
appeared  another  figure  on  the  stick  and  waving  it  as  a  beacon- 
scene.     It  was  Kurt.  light. 

What  horrible    coincidence    of        Their  arguments  were  of    the 

idea  was  this  ?  thought  Gretchen,  most  convincing  kind  ;    and  yet, 

with  a  fresh  shudder.     There  was  at  the  end   of  another  long  half- 

another  half-guilty  start,  and  then  hour,  everybody  was  again  stand- 

everybody  began   talking  at  once,  ing  round  the  hole,  looking  down 

doing  their  best   to   explain  that  with   a  fearful   question  in  their 

they  had  come  here  by  the  merest  eyes  at  the  blackness  below.     Use- 

chance,and  becoming  very  eloquent  less  scrutiny  !     That  hole  is  dumb 

about  the  great  facility  with  which  and  pitiless.     It  is  unchanged,  im- 

people  go  astray  in  woods,and  often  movable,  expressionless  as  before. 

wander  about  for  hours  in  a  circle,  No    good    in    putting  the  dread 

thus  exhausting  their  own   breath  question — Did   a    man    pass    this 

and  their  friends'   patience.     Ex-  way  ?     Did  he  fall  down   there — 

amples  were  quoted  and  anecdotes  down,  down  out  of  sight  ?     Is  this 

told,  mazes   and   labyrinths   were  the  only  grave  he  will  ever  have? 

talked  of;  in  fact,  everything  which  The  monster  will  give  no  answer. 

could  prolong  the  conversation  was  Truly  those  who  go  down   there 

laid  hold  of — for  they  were   all  as  do  not  come  back  to  tell  us  any 

lo([uacious  now  as  they  had  before  stories.      Perhaps  the  ivy-leaves, 

been    silent.      They  dreaded   the  rustling  faintly  in  this  breath   of 

first   pause     almost   more   than   a  air,  are  whispering  to  each   other 

little  time  ago   they   had  dreaded  about  what  tney  have  seen  happen 

the    first     word.       Had    not    Dr  in  this   last  hour;  but  it   is  in  a 

Komers   missed  his   way  once  al-  language  which  human  ears  cannot 

reatly  this  evening  ?     It  was  quite  understand.     Human  beings  are  so 

natural  that  he  should  have  missed  helpless  in  a  case  like  this.     Even 

it    again.      They   all    knew    how  that  noiseless  bat,  taking  a  sweep 

short-sighted  he  was  ;  but  even  in  downwards  into  the  abyss,  and  up 
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again  into  the  moonlight,  kno?rs  what  malicionB  and  langhter-loYing 
more  than  they  know.  But  the  disposition.  It  was  not  likely, 
bat,  like  the  ivy,  tells  no  tales.  either,  that  a  man  who  meant  to 
Tolnay  gave  no  help  in  the  do  such  a  villanous  deed  wonld 
search.  E^  was  very  quiet,  and  execute  it  in  this  strangely  eon* 
apparently  apathetic.  He  showed  spiouous  manner.  Istv&n's  quiet- 
no  disturbance  when  repeatedly  ness  of  demeanour  alone  was 
questioned  as  to  the  exact  spot  enough  to  make  suspicion  hesi- 
on  which  he  had  parted  from  tate.  It  did  not  stnke  his  com- 
Dr  Komers.  His  mind  had,  for  panions  that  this  very  subdued 
the  time,  sunk  into  a  strangely  quiet  was  in  itself  unnatural.  Mr 
indifferent  state  ;  and  at  this  mo-  Howard,  of  the  two,  felt  the  more 
ment  it  had  not  yet  occurred  to  distrustful.  He  remembered  now 
him  that  suspicion  might  fasten  that  he  had  always  disliked  ToU 
upon  him.  This  very  indifference,  nay  ;  and  he  told  himself  that  the 
perhaps,  prevented  the  growth  of  furious  temper  of  young  foreigners 
suspicion.  in  general,  and  of  young  Hun- 
It  had  occurred,  nevertheless,  to  ffarians  in  particular,  was  well 
more  minds  than  one.  Not  to  the  known  and  indisputable.  Bat  the 
Bohemian's — he  was  too  simple-  motive  ?  The  motive  eluded  him 
minded  for  such  a  thought ;  but  entirely  !  An  unexpeoted  light 
both  upon  Kurt  and  upon  Mr  was  soon  to  fall  upon  the  motive. 
Howara  such  a  possibility  had  As  for  Oretchen,  her  condition 
dawned, — although  for  the  present  was  like  that  of  a  person  fighting 
it  had  not,  in  Kurt's  case  at  least,  with  all  her  failing  strength  against 
ffot  further  than  a  mere  suggestion,  an  enemy  who  is  slowly  conqner- 
It  did  not  seem  to  bear  mvesti-  ing  her,  and  into  whose  faoe  she 
gation.  To  begin  with,  there  ap-  feels  a  strange  reluctance  to  look, 
peared  to  be  to  the  eyes  of  these  If  for  one  moment  she  panses  in 
outsiders  an  utter  want  of  motive  ;  the  fight,  she  knows  that  she  will 
for  neither  Kurt  nor  Mr  Howard  be  vanquished;  and  after  that  there 
had  ever  suspected  the  existence  will  be  something  she  shudders  to 
of  a  question  of  serious  rivalry  be-  think  of — a  sharp  agony,  a  dreary 
tween  those  two  men.  Neither  of  blank, — something  she  does  not 
them  had  ever  guessed  the  secret  perfectly  realise,  which  she  scarcely 
of  the  lawyer's  love,  as  neither  of  understands,  but  something  that 
them  had  ever  doubted  the  success  she  feels  will  stab  her  heart  within 
of  Tolnay's  suit.     Even  had  they  her. 

been  aware  of  the  lawyer's  senti-  Already  her  courage  was  failing 

ments,  the  knowledge  would   not  by  slow  aegrees.     Soon  she  would 

have  helped  to  solve  the  present  have  to  look   that    eneiny   in  the 

dilemma.     It    might     have    been  face.     She  saw  that  the  Bohemian 

worth   1st  van's   while    to    clear  a  was  silently  busied  with  the  piece 

dangerous  rival    out  of  his   way  ;  of  rope  which  he  had  taken  on  the 

but  this  one  !     The  thing  was  in-  bundle.     He  was  knotting  it  round 

conceivable — almost  as  inconceiv-  the  handle  of  the  lantern.     It  was 

able  to   these  outsiders    as  it  had  with  a  strained    and    palpitating 

at  6rst  appeared  to  Istvan  himself,  curiosity  that  she  watched  him,  as 

Nor  had   the   otliers  ever  sought  on  his  hands  and  knees  he  crept  to 

a  more  remote  explanation  of  bt-  the  edge  ;  and  when,  still  silently, 

van^s  habit  of   ricliculing  Yincenz  he  slowly  and  cautiously  lowerad 

than  the  young  Hungarian's  some-  the  light  down  into  the  hole,  then 
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Gretchen  folt   a  rush  of  terror  at  did    not  know   what  she  had  said, 

her   heart.      That   action   seemed  nor  to  wliom  she  had  said  it.     She 

like  the  final  acknowledgment    of  was  half   wild  with   a    new   pain 

the  dreadful  thing  she  had  feared,  which  had  overpowered  her,  which 

The    visor  had  been  torn   off  the  was  beating  her  spirit  down  to  the 

face  of  the  enemy,  and  she  stared  ground,  without   mercy  and  with- 

back  lielpless  at  him,  at  his  gaunt  out  hope. 

features  and  grinning  teeth.  This  She  was  very  voung  and  very 
it  was  she  had  feared,  this  she  had  impressionable,  ]V)r  iToward  re- 
shrunk  from  confessing,  but  wliich  peated  to  himself,  and  Germans 
now  she  scarcely  <iared  to  doubt.  were  undeniable  given  to  hysterics. 

The    colour  ebbed   slowly  from  But  neither  youth,  nor    sensitive- 

her   face  ;  she    put    out  her  hand  ness,   nor  even   hysterics,    seemed 

to   save  herself    from   falling,  for  able  to  account  for  the  passionate 

a   sudden  faint   feeling  had  over-  How   of  these  tears.     Perhaps  the 

powered     lier.      It    w*as     to     Mr  memory  of  the  somewhat  distant 

Howard's  arm  that  she  found  her-  time  when  he  had  wooed  and  won 

self  clinging,  though   she  scarcely  Lady  Blanche,  helped  Mr  Howard 

noticed    who    it    was.      She    was  to  see  the  truth  of  this  case  more 

thankful    only  for   the   steadiness  clearly. 

and  the  strength  which  supported  Certainly  he  did  see  the  truth, 

her  in  this  tit  of  weakness.     The  and  at  the  same  moment  of  recog- 

violence  of  reaction    had  brought  nising  it,  it  appeared  to  him  that 

on  a  convulsive  shiver,  and  as  she  a  new  and   startling  flood  of  light 

clung  to  her  support  she  was  talk-  was  thrown  uj)on  the  events  of  the 

ing  in  an  excited  whisper.  evening.     It  opened  a  hitherto  un- 

*'  Oh,  he  is   not   dead  !  tell  me  susi)ected  region  of   possibilities  ; 

that  he  is  not  dead  !  "  she  implored  unfortunately,  also,   it   seemed  to 

trembling.     **  I  am  so  frightened  !  seal  yet  more  hopelessly  the  fate  of 

I  am  so  wretched  !  "  Vincenz  Komers. 

Mr   Howard  looked    down  into  All  this  Mr  Howard  rapidly  re- 

the  pale  uy>tumed  face  beside  him.  viewed,  even  while  he  was  leading 

The  eyes  were  imploring  him  for  a  Gretchen  away  from  the  dreaded 

word  of  hope,  the  lips  were  quiv-  spot,  and  forcing  her  to  sit  down 

ering.     She    was  very  young  and  and    rest.      He   was    an    English 

very  impressionable,  he  told  him-  gentleman,    not    only    as    to   the 

self,  and  nu   doubt  German  girls  shape  of  his   wideawake   and   thu 

were  m<»i\'  iriven  to  h\sterics  than  cut  of  his   coat,  but  also  as  to  his 

English  girls.     It  was  no    wonder  mind  and   heart.     He  would    not 

if  tliis  scene  had   proved  too  much  have   allowed    even  her    brother, 

for  the  fibre  of  a  woman's  nerve,  could  he  help  it,  to  see  her  weeping 

"  My  dear  child,  I  do  not  know  ;  as  she  was  weeping  now.  He  felt 
we  must  hope  for  the  best,"  he  said,  a  very  keen  pity  for  this  girl,  and 
tenderly  almost,  for  so  grim  and  a  very  earnest  desire  to  do  some- 
middle-aged  an  Englishman.  But  thing  towards  her  consolation  ;  bat 
his  true  thought  penetrated  all  the  as  he  led  Gretchen  away  from  the 
same  when  he  said,  "  He  was  your  spot,  his  face  betrayed  far  less 
father's  frientl,  was  he  not  ?"  emotion  than  it  was  wont  to  show 

*'  lie  was  more  to  me  than  that  I "'  at  the  moment  of  losing  a  particu- 

shesaid,witha  sudden  burst  of  tears,  larlv  fine  salmon-trout. 

She  shook  from  head  to  foot  with  llis  thoughts  were  actively  pur- 

the  vehemence    of  her  sobs.     She  suing  the    workings  of  this  newly 
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duooTered  motiye.     Tolnay  now  pretalionBi  and  for  the.  preisnt  he 

stood  in  a  more  suspicions  li^t.  resolved  to  betray  this  cine  to  no 

But  Mr  Howard  was  a  praotioal  one.    When  he  emerged  from  the 

Englishman.     He  would  raise  no  bushes^  he  was  cautiously  wtapphig 

accusation  until  he  had  sifted  his  up  some  small  object,  and  stowing 

evidence.    The  first  thing  to  be  it  away  in  the  depth  of  his  ooat- 

done  was  to  discover  some   due  pocket. 

which  would  support  the  suspicion  The  lantern  was  standing  on  the 
thus  formed.  In  order  to  do  this  moss  again  :  they  had  fftven  m 
he  must  search  carefully.  Mr  their  attempt.  The  Bohemian^ 
Howard  was  well  ac<|uainted  with  sentle  face  was  pale  and  grave ; 
numberless  instances  in  which  such  ne  had  scarcely  spoken  since  the 
small  circumstantial  evidence  as  a  moment  of  the  alarm  ;  he  it  was 
wisp  of  straw,  or  the  impression  of  who  had  first  given  up  all  hope, 
a  boot-nail,  had  clearly  establish-  '*If  the  idea  were  not  so  ab- 
ed the  guilt  or  innocence  of  tibe  surd,''  said  Kurt  to  lus  friend» 
accused.  So  while  the  other  two  **  I  diould  be  inclined  to  think  that 
were  busied  in  lowering  down  to  this  business  was  not  a  mere  9/^ 
the  hole  the  lantern  whose  glim-  cident.  I  suspect  that  some  one 
mering  rays  scarcely  attempted  to  might,  if  he  diose,  enlighten  onr 
merce  the  black  void  below,  Mr  ignorance." 
Howard  searched  with  a  sort  of  There  was  no  name  mentioned^ 
fierce  energy.  He  went  over  the  but  Mr  Howard  understood  the 
ground  carefully  ;  he  examined  allusion  perfeotly.  He  looked  ail 
every  step  with  minute  attention,  Kurt,  and  seemed  to  hesitaite  for 
he  crawled    and  scrutinised   and  a  moment. 

calculated  with  dogged  persever-  *'  Look  here  I  **  he  said,  **  I  under- 

ance.     And  he  found  something,  stand  you  quite  well ;  but  I  hate 

It  is  not    necessary  here  to  state  a  reason  for  asking  you  to  keep 

what  precise  clue  it  was  which  he  quiet  for  the  present.    Do  not  let 

found.     Mr  Howard  himself,  hav-  that  man  guess  that  any  one  su8« 

ing  found  it,  could  not  feel  sure  pects  him.     Will  you  promise?'' 

whether  it  pointed  most  towards  Kurt  looked  as  much  surprised 

Tolnay's  guilt   or  his  innocence,  as  it  was  in  his  nature  to  be  ;  but 

It   was  capable   of  various  inter-  he  sealed  his  assent  with  a  nod. 

CHAPTER  XXXVI. — ^THE  DAY  OF  RECKONINO. 

"  When  the  aeoorse 
Inexorable,  and  the  torturing  nonr 
Calls  OS  to  penance.*' 

— ^MlLTOflf. 

It   was   past  ten   o'clock  when  He  had   disappeared    during  the 

Gretehen    found    herself    on    the  search  ;  for  when  for  the  last  time 

homeward  way.     Mr  Howard  had  they  returned  to  the  tree-stem,  he 

taken  command  of  the  party,  de-  was  no  longer  sitting  where  they 

creeing  that  the  Bohemian  should  had   left   him.     It  was  taken  for 

euide  Gretehen  back,  while  he  and  granted  that  he  had  gone  home  in 

Kurt  pursued  the  search  as  well  as  advance. 

they  could.    Nobody  knew  exactly  In  their  words  they  still  clung 

where  Baron  Tolnay  was,  and  no-  to  hope,  although  there  was  very 

body  seemed   to  care  very  much,  little  hope  alive  in  their  hearta» 

VOL.  CXXXVII. — NO.    DCCCXXXVI.  '"'"^     .  SK 
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They   said   aloud   that    next  day  must   have  been.     The  step  over 

must  bring  a  sohition   to  the  rid-  the  edge, — the  fall, — the  last  wild 

die  of  to-night  ;  but  they  felt  that  clutch  into  empty  air, — the  sicken- 

thc   riddle   could  have  no  answer  ing  sense  of  void  below  ;  and  then 

but  one.  — what   was   that   the    Bohemian 

Gretchen    obeyed    Mr    Howard  had  said  of  the  fallen  kids  ? — not 

mechanically.      She   followed  ihe  another  sound,  everything  quiet  in 

glimmer  of  the  Bohemian's  lantern,  a  moment. 

round  which  there  ever  hovered  a  Everything  quiet  in  a  moment ! 

cloud   of   moths  bumping  against  Could  any  length    of    description 

the  hot  pane,  and  dro])ping  to  the  have  brought  home  the  truth  with 

ground    with   singed  wings.     Her  a  more  cruel  clearness  ? 

steps  dragged  heavily  ;  and  she  was  And   then,  with    a  start   and  a 

crying  a  little  as  she  went  along,  violent   effort   of   will,  she   would 

— ))artly  from  the  sheer  oppression  rouse  herself  and  try  to  shake  off 

of  bodily  fatigue,  and  partly  from  these  horrid   fancies.     They    were 

the  wretchedness  against  which  she  but  fancies  after  all — as  yet.     But 

was  too  weak  to  fight.  her  will   had  no  pow-er  over   her 

That    walk    in    the    moonlight  unnaturally   strained  imagination, 

through  the  forest  was  a  thing  not  Again  and  again  she  pictured  to 

to  be   forgotten.     She  passed  by  herself   the  scene  ;   she  harrowed 

the   same   trees   and   bushes,    the  herself  with  extravagant  thoughts, 

same  groups  of  toadstools,  which  That  he   should  have    died    this 

she   had   passed   in  the  moniing  ;  death  of  all  others,  this  secret  and 

but  they  stood  now  without  colour  fearful  death — that  it  was  which 

and  without  life — in  the  moonlight  was   the  sharpest  pang.     In   her 

they  all  looked  like  the  ghosts  of  despair  now  she  thought  that  any 

themselves.     Every  spot  where  she  mode  of  dying  which  was  not  this 

remembered  having   exchanged  a  mode,  might  have  been  borne  with 

word  with  Yincenz  Komers,  struck  resignation.     She  thought  that  the 

her  with  a  shock  of  painful  recog-  traveller  who  breaks  his  neck  over 

nition.     It  had  borne   a  different  a  precipice  in  the  Alps,  is  a  man 

meaning  then   from  what  it  bore  not  to  be  pitied,  but  to  be  envied. 

-now.  He  can   he  dead  in  the  sunshine 

What  a  glorious  day  had  seemed  at  least,   and   his   body    will    be 

in   the    future   the  day  on  which  carried  home,  and   wept  over  by 

Gaura   Draculul  should   be   dis-  his  friends,  and  loving  hands  will 

covered  !     And    what   a    day    of  tend   the    flowers    on    his  grave, 

misery  it  had  become  in  the  pres-  Even  the  sailor  who  is  drowned  at 

ent !     How   short-lived  had  been  sea  may  be  washed  ashore  some 

the   triumph   of    discovery !   how  day,    and    put    to    rest    in  some 

swift  the  blow  which  followed  !  It  hallowed    ground.      While    here, 

was   with   shuddering   recoil  that  there  is  no  coming  back,  no  last 

she   turned   away    from   the  very  look,  no  grave  even,  according  to 

thought   of  the    place.     But    she  the  usage  of  the  world.  Oh,  it  was 

could     not   escape    the    haunting  maddening,  distracting !    It  would 

image.     It  was  too  near  and  clear  have  been  no  great  wonder  if,dur. 

to  be  suppressed.  ing  this   night  -  walk,    Gretchen's 

Her  fancy    was   incessantly    at  mind   had   given   way   under  the 

work — hovering  with  feverish  per-  pressureoftorturingthought, which 

sist^noe    around    that    spot,    and  she  was  helpless  to  shake  from  her. 

painting  the  details  of  that  which  After  a    time    those    thoughts 
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grew  BO  imperious,  preying  upon  head  erect,  and  crying  no  longer 

her   with   such   merciless    persist-  now,  for  some  revulsion  of  feeling 

ence,  that   she   lost  the   sense  of  had  dried  up  the  very  tears  on  her 

her  surroundings,  and  walked   on  cheek. 

mechanically,  following  the  glim-  She  walked  hurriedly,  but  Tol- 

mer  of  that  lantern  in  advance,  not  nay  kept  beside  her.     In  the  very 

knowing  how  long  she  had  been  moment  of  recognition,  when  she 

walking  thus,  nor  how  much  longer  had  turned  from  him  in  disgust,  he 

she   would   have   to   walk   before  had  begun  to  speak  low  and  hur- 

reaching  home.  riedly.     His   words   were   pressed 

There  were  countless  reproaches  and   passionate,  his   voice   shook, 

pricking   her   mind    through    the  and  his   eyes   shone   with  a  wild 

midst  of  the  one  great  grief.    Each  brightness  ;    but   Gretchen    never 

cold  or  unkind  word  which  she  had  looked  towards  him — she  kept  her 

ever  said  to  Vincenz  Komers,  came  gaze  fixed  straight  ahead, 

back  to  her  memory  now  with  un-  He  told  her  that  he  loved  her , 

merciful  distinctness.  How  heavily  that  he  must  possess  her  or  die  ; 

they  weighed,  and  how  hotly  they  that  no  joy  in  this  world  was  to 

burned  !  him  a  jov  without  her  love,  and 

Instinctively  she  kept  her  eyes  no  price  in  the  world  too  high  to 

on  the  lantern,  as  she  followed  the  pay  for  it.     And   she  walked  on 

track  downwards.  Now  she  noticed  the  while,  pale  and  shivering,  with 

that  her  guide  was  slackening  his  misery  in  her  eyes  and  scorn  on  her 

pace,   and  then   he  stopped  short  lips,  knowing  it  to  be  useless  to  try 

altogether.  and  stem  the  current  of  his  bum- 

**  Go  on,"  she  said  wearily,  as  she  ing  words  ;  and  knowing,  too,  that 

reached  him  ;  "  I  cannot  rest  here."  there  was  no  escape  for  her  from 

The  words  stood  still  on  her  lips,  this — for  if  she  attempted  to  run, 

for,  as  she  spoke,  the  man  turned  he  would  stand  and  bar  her  pas- 

and  held   up  the  lantern  between  sage.     There  was  in   his   manner 

them.     It  was  not  the  Bohemian,  a  violence  still  subdued,  but  ready 

Peering  at  hor  close,  with  the  light  to  break   out  at  a  word  or  look, 

playing  full  uj)on   his  face,  Istvan  For  all  the  scornful  pride  in  her 

Pol  nay  confronted  her.  bearing,  Gretchen  was  yet  trem- 

It  was  like  the  weird  transforma-  bling  in  mortal  terror, 

tion  of  a  nightmare  ;  and  as  in  a  "Enough,   enough!"   she   cried 

niirhtniare,  too,  Givtchen  felt  a  cold  at  last,  as   he   paused.     "This  is 

weight  of  fear  fall  on  her.     There  not   the    time    to    talk    of     such 

was  no  one  else  in  si<jjht  ;   for  Tol-  things." 

nay  had  taken  the  lantern  from  the  "This  is  not  the  time  for  si- 
Bohemian  and  sent  liini  on  in  lence,"  said  Istvan,  "  and  I  will  be 
advance.  heard." 

As  she  met    his   eyes,  Gretchen  "  Oh  no  !    for   pity's   sake,  no  ! 

recoiled  with  a  feeling  of  repulsion.  What   sort  of   a  man  are  you  to 

He  was  as  loathsome  to  her  at  this  sj)eak  to  me  of  love  in  such  a  mo- 

nionient  as  if  lie   had   hreii    some  mentasthis?" 

poisonous  rej>tile  which  had  started  "In  such    a   moment  as  this!" 

uj)  in  her  j)ath.     She  gave  Ikiin  one  He    repeated    the    words    with    a 

(juick  irlance,  half  terror,  half  dis-  jealous  emphasis.     "Is  that   man 

trust  ;  and  then,  without  a  second  to     stand     between     us     always, 

glance,  an<l    without   a   word,  she  whether  alive  or  dead  ?" 

pursued  her  way,  walking  with  her  "He   is  7iot   dead,"   said    Gret- 
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chen,    fiercely.     "  What    do    you  late  I     And  yet,  through  the  very 

mean?"  blackness    ot     her    misery    there 

"  I  mean  that  neither  man  nor  pierced  one  ray  of   comfort ;   he 

ghost  shall  rob  me  of  you.     I  mean  had  loved  her — he  had   loved  na 

that  no  wretched  German  scribbler,  other  woman  bat  her ;  that  thought 

for   all    his    caution    and   all   his  would  be  precious  for  ever, 

care "  She  had  drooped  her  head,  hay- 

"  Stop  !  "  she  cried,  vehemently,  ing  made   the  confession  ;  not  in 

'*  You  shall  not  say  a  word  against  shame, — she  felt  no  shame  in  pro- 

him  ! "  claiming    her    love  —  there    was 

"  Shall  I  not  ?     But  I  tell  you  scarcely  a  blnsh  on  her  cheek, — 

that  I  shall.     If  you  put  him  up  it  was  only  that  for  one  moment 

between  you  and  me,  I  shall.    You  she  had  allowed  herself  to  think 

called  him  your  friend "  of  what   might   have  been.     She 

*'  He  18  my  friend  ;  I  shall  call  did  not  see  the  change  on  Tolnay*8 

him  so  a  hundred  times.     There  face,  but  his  voice  tore  her  roughly 

is  no  one  whose  friendship  I  am  from  her  dreams, 

prouder  of  than  his."  In  the  moment  when  she  spoke 

'*  And  you  say  this  to  me  ?  "  he  had  dropped  her  arm,  and  now 

"  To  you  or  to  any  one."  his  eyes  shown  dangerously. 

Istvan  laid  his  hand  on  her  arm,  "You  loved  him?"  he  repeated^ 

standing  still   on   the    path,   and  slowly.     "  Then  I  am  glad  that  I 

forcing  her  to  stand  still  also  and  did  what  I  have  done." 

face  him.  "  What  have   you  done  ?  "  she 

"  You  loved  him,"  he  said,  in  a  asked,  in  a  voice  so  weak  and  faint 

whisper.     "  I  have  heard  that  ;  is  that  it  was  a  wonder  he  heard  it 

that  true?"  at  all. 

She  felt  the  tightening  grasp  of  Istvan    laughed.       That    laugh 

bis   fingers   on   her   arm,  and  she  froze  the  blood  in  her  veins, 

saw  by  the   light  of   the  lantern  "I    showed    him    the    way    to 

the    frightful   pallor   of   his   face.  Gaura  I>raculuV^ 

But   her  terror  of  a  minute  ago  "  But  you  left  him  before  you 

was  vanished.  reached  it." 

"  You  have  heard  right.     I  loved  "  Yes." 

him — oh,  with  all  my  heart  I"  she  "You    gave    him   exact   direc- 

cried,  and    burst   into    passionate  tions  ? " 

sobs.                  *  "  Very  exact  directions." 

She  felt  no  wonder  at  herself,  "  You  told  him  of  the  signali?  * 

nor  at  her  own  words,  for  it  had  "  1  did." 

not  been  the  revelation  of  a  mo-  "  You  said  a  w^hite  handkerchief 

nicnt    which   had    made   her   own  on  the  branch  ? "                 * 

heart   clear   to  her.     It  had  been  **A  white  handkerchief  on  the 

gradually    growing   clear    during  branch." 

this  wearisome  walk  through  the  "  And  you  told  him  to  go  to  the 

forest.     She   wondered  a  little  at  right?" 

not   having   known    it   before,   at  Istvan    looked   at  he  for  a  mo- 

not   having   known   it   long  ago  ;  mtnt  fixedly  ;  he  drew  one  hard 

everything   was   so    simple    now,  deep  Irreath  before  he  answered — 

and  so  hopeless.     She  had   found  "  I  told  him  to  go  to  the  fc/1?." 

the  answer  to  all  these  questions  In  the  first  instant  she  did  not 

which    had    tormented   her  ;    but,  perhaps  realise  to  the  full  what  it 

alas !    she   had   found    them    too  meant.     It  required  a  momentary 
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look  backwards,  a  qaick  review  of  ing  Uhu — ahu,  through  the  for- 
the  spot  in  her  memory,  before  she  est.  That  sound  roused  her  ;  her 
-could  understand  the  inevitable  stiffly  clasped  hands  dropped  down, 
truth.  If  Yincenz  Komers  had  and  the  olood  began  to  mantle 
turned  to  the  left  of  the  signal,  he  faintly  in  her  cheek.  A  shivering 
must  have  been  lost.  There  was  cry  broke  from  her  lips.  Back  up- 
no  possibility  of  escape,  uo  margin  on  her  fancy  rushed  all  those  fear- 
left  for  hope.  ful   pictures   which  had    haunted 

It  was  very  quick,  that  mental  her  before,  but  this  time  they  came 

review  and  conclusion.     She  had  as  a  certainty  ;  and  with  them  came 

stood  for  a  moment  fixed  and  mo-  a  sense  of  pity,  so  achine,  so  keen, 

tionless,  all  her  powers  of  thought  as  to  be  almost  intoleraole.     The 

concentrated  upon  one  point ;  then  wild  clutch  in  the  air — ^and  then 

she  staggered  up   to   a  tree,   and  everything  quiet !  She  had  thought 

remained  there     with     her    back  before  that  she  was  hopeless  ;   she 

against  it.     There  was   no   colour  knew  now  how  much  she  had  still 

in  her  face,  and  no  sound  coming  hoped  a  few  minutes  ago,  before 

from  her  lips.     If  she  had  been  a  this  word  of  certainty  had  been 

man,  she  would   have  struck  him  spoken. 

down  where  he  stood  ;   if  she  had        When   she  looked   up,    Tolnay 

been  a  Sibyl,  she  would  have  had  come  two  steps  nearer  to  her. 
cursed   him  ;    if  she   had   been   a        *'  You  wanted  to  know  what  sort 

heroine  of  romance,  she  would  have  of  man  I  am— do  you  know  it  now  ? 

upbraided  him  at  least  with  bitter  I  have  told  you  what  I  have  done  ; 

words  :    but  being  only   a    weak  ask   yourself  why   I  did  it.     Do 

girl,   she    did    nothing   and    said  you  imagine  that  such  love  as  this 

nothing.    She  only  stood  confront-  can  be  baffled?    Do  you  think  that 

ing  him,  white  and  rigid,  with  her  a  man  who  has  not  stopped  at  a 

hands  clasped   convulsively  across  crime,  will  stop  at  anything  less  ? 

her  breast,  with  pale  lips  parted  I  have  proved  my  love  well — ha, 

and  grey  eyes  dilated.  ha  !     What  proofs   has  that  Ger- 

The  very  exei'ss  of  the  feelings  man  ever  given  you  which  could 

which    overpowered  her  took    all  weigh  a'^ainst   thit?  one  ?    Do  you 

expression,  almost  all  intelligence,  dare  now  to  say  that  you  will  not 

from  lier  eyes  ;  stupid  and  vacant,  belong  to  me,  and  that   you  will 

thev  stared  back  into  liis.     There  not  love  me?" 
was  scarcely  a  sign  of  life  about        There  was  a  wild  triumph  break- 

her,  but  for  the  helj)less  twitching  ing  out  in  his  voice  ;  itmadcGret- 

at  the  corners  of  her  mouth.   What  chen  shrink  away  further,  in  un- 

can  we  do  when  our  ])ower  of  ex-  utterable  disgust. 
pres^ion  falls  so  far  short  of  what        "I    never  loved  you,"  she  said 

we  wouhl  ex[)rcss  ?  Jiecause  she  trembling;  "and  now — I  hate  vou." 
couhl  not  lind  words  strong  enough        **  Ila  1  do  you  say  that?    ^fhen 

to    utter,    Gretchen    uttered    none  call  together  your  friends  and  point 

at  all.  to    the   murderer.      Do   you   hesi- 

Tolnay  stood  l)efore  her,  grind-  tate  ?    I    shall    not    hide     myself, 

ing  the  heel  of  his  boot    deep  into  Tell  it  to  the  world,  if  you  are  so 

the  moss,  and   gnawing  his   under  minded.      But" — he  came  a  step 

lip  fiercely.  nearer,    and    lowered    his    voice — 

Above    her    head    there    was    a  **  what  vou   will   not  tell  them,  I 

flutter  of  great  wings,  and  an  owl  know,  is,  that  it  is  you   who  have 

flaj>]>ed  out  int<>  the  darkness,  cry-  made  me  do  it." 


I' 
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"  I  ? "  cried  Gretchcn,  in   stupe-  Slie   deserved  it,   as  she  deserved 

fied  wonder — "  I  ?  "  each    bitter   word    from  Tolnav** 

"  Yes,  you  alone.  Have  you  not  lips, 
led  me  on,  step  by  step,  till  I  was  And  Tolnay  did  not  spare  her. 
mad  ?  What  have  you  been  doing  Now  at  least  his  sufipressed  ex- 
all  summer,  but  playing  with  me  citemcnt  broke  out  uncontrolled, 
fast  and  loose  ? "  His  reproaches  were  fierce  and 
"  It  was  not  play,"  said  Gret-  cutting,  lie  was  a  changed  man 
chen,  with    a  sudden  qualm.     "  I  altogether  from  the  smootn  Baron 

have  been  very  foolish,  but "  Tolnay  of  the  salon  and  ball-room. 

"Foolish !"  laughed  Istvan  rough-  The  thin  coat  of  varnish  was 
ly.  "  You  have  milder  words  for  pierced  through,  and  close  beneath 
yourself  than  for  me  ;  you  are  only  it  there  lay  the  raw  nature  of  a 
foolish,  but  I  am  criminal.  Crimi-  savage.  His  education  and  hin 
nal  I  may  be,  but  we  arc  partnera  principles  were  such  as  enabled 
in  crime  at  least.  I  claim  your  him  to  shine  very  brilliantly  in 
partnership.  What  have  you  meant  society,  but  they  were  not  such  as 
with  the  smiles  you  have  given  me  ?  could  restrain  him  at  a  moment 
What  have  you  meant  with  your  like  this.  It  was  a  very  bright 
glances?"  polish  which  he  wore  on  the  sur- 
"  Nothing — nothing.  Yes,  I  am  face,  but  its  quality  could  not 
uilty  ;  but  oh,  spare  me,  Haron  stand  the  test  of  passion.  There 
olnay — be  merciful  !  "  was  rage  and  bitterness  in  what 
*•  Have  you  had  mercy  with  me  he  said,  and  yet  there  was  no 
all  this  long  summer  ?  I  shall  deal  word  w^hich  spoke  of  remorse  for 
to  you  the  same  pity  that  you  have  the  deed  which  had  been  done. 
dealt  to  me."  Gfetchen  might  well  have  won- 
She  was  silenced.  Yes,  it  was  dered,  as  sheliad  wondered  often, 
all  true.  She  had  played  with  what  element  it  was  which  was 
him,  she  had  led  him  on — O  God  !  missing  in  his  nature.  It  was  a 
and  was  it  this  that  she  had  led  very  simple  element  indeed.  It 
him  to?  Quite  dumb  she  stood  was  only  that  he  had  no  conscience, 
before  him  ;  her  anger  even  was  She  had  fancied  that  she  saw  this 
dead  within  her.  It  was  he  now  more  than  once  before,  but  she 
who  was  the  judge,  and  she  the  had  never  believed  that  the,  want 
sinner.  There  was  not  one  word  could  be  as  total  as  it  was  here, 
which  she  could  say  in  her  defence.  Owing  to  the  constitution  of  his 
How  tell  him  the  truth  ?  IIow  mind,  rather  than  to  a  personal 
confess  that  his  fortune  and  not  reluctance,  he  would  not  have  been 
himself  had  been  the  stake  for  ca))able  of  a  premeditated  crime 
which  she  had  played  ?  And  at  — as  little  as  he  would  have  been 
thismomentit  seemed  to Gretchen's  capable  of  a  premeditated  act  of 
roughly  awakened  conscience,  that  any  sort  ;  but  under  a  momentary 
of  the  "two  Istvan  was  indeed  the  induence  he  was  capable  of  any- 
lesser  criminal  ;  and  that  if  the  thing,  and  he  had  been  capable  of 
blood  of  Vincenz  Komers  cried  for  this. 

vengeance,  it  was  upon  her  head  He  paused   at  last  in  his   wild 

alone  that  the  vengeance  must  fall,  reproaches,  and  looked  for  her  to 

The    pang     of     remorseful     pain  speak  ;   but  she  had  covered  her 

which  stabbed   her  was  so  sharp,  face   with   her   hands,   and   stood 

that  she  could  do  nothing  but  bow  before  him  immovable  and  silent, 

her  head  and  suffer  it  in  silence.  *'  And  now  your  answer — I  am 
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waiting  for  it ;  what  have  you  to  word  of   hers,  Istv&n  turned  and 

say  ?  "  vanished  down  the  pathway. 

"  Only  to  beg  that  you  should  Gretchen    sank   on    her  knees, 

leave  me,"  she  faltered,  looking  up.  half    fainting,   by   the   tree- stem. 

"  Gretchen  !  "     There  was  a  new  She  was  not  far  from  home  now  ; 

menace  in  his  voice  ;  the  wildness  but   she   was    so  weak,   that  she 

was  breaking  out  afresh.     "  You  could  not  stand  longer.     She  was 

dare  not  reject  rae,  Gretchen  ! "  so  worn  out  and  sick  at  heart,  that 

"  I  am  guilty — very  guilty,"  she  she      sobbed     helplessly     in     the 

said,    trembling ;     "  but      heaven  dark. 

knows   I   can   give   you   no  other  Thinking  of  the  man  she  loved, 

answer."  lying  dead  and  alone,  she  prayed 

He  dashed  the  lighted  lantern  to  to  God  at  this  moment  that  she 

the  ground,  so  that  the  glass  shiv-  might    die   also.     Must   he  never 

ered  and  the  flame  went  out.  know  of  her  love,  nor  of  how  her 

"And  both  heaven  and  hell  heart  yearned  for  one  word  or 
know  that  I  have  lost  ray  soul  for  one  look  of  his  ?  Every  detail  of 
the  love  of  you ;  and  neither  his  manner  and  look,  once  so  fa- 
heaven  nor  hell  shall  cheat  me  of  miliar  and  so  despised,  beeame 
the  prize  !  "  now  inestimably  precious  :  she  had 

His  excitement  was  rising ;  but  scarcely    thought   of    them    until 

at   this   moment  he  checked  him-  this    moment,    when     that    figure 

self,  for  there  were  sounds  in  the  was  for  ever  blotted  out  from  her 

forest.     Both  he  and  Gretchen  had  view.     Ah  !  was  it  thus  that  her 

forgotten   how  near  they  were  by  life's  romance  was  to  end  ?     Wa« 

this  time  to   the  more  frequented  it  thus  that  her  love  was  to   be 

paths,  and  the  voices  of  some  wood-  slain  ?     Had  he  died  without  one 

cutters  returning  late  from  the  hills  word  from  her  ? 

struck   upon  them  both  with  sur-  Too  late  !    Her  chance  was  past. 

prise.     Gretchen  uttered  an  excla-  She  knew  it,  as  she  crouched  with 

mation    of  relief  ;  Tolnay  ground  her   head    against   the     tree  stem. 

an  oath  between  his  teeth.  The  bats  and  moths  darted  under 

"  Let  it  be  for  to-day  ;  but  we  the  branches  ;  but  to  her  fevered 
shall  speak  again — this  is  not  the  fancy  they  were  not  as  ordinary 
end.  We  have  not  done  our  reck-  bats  and  moths.  The  forest  seemed 
oning  yet  ;  this  night's  work  must  peopled  with  flitting  phantom- 
be  complete.     Xever  think  that  I  shapes. 

regret.     Wore   it   undone   at  this  They   circled     high     above  her 

moment,  I  should  begin  it  again  ;  head,   and   shrieked   through    the 

but  there  is  no  need — the  work  is  air,  "  Too   late  !    too   late  !"   and 

well  done.     You  may  not  be  mine,  swooping  down,  they  flapped  their 

but  you  can  never  be  his.     Is  it  demon    wings    in    her    face    and 

you  wlio  are  victor,  or  am  I  ?"  moaned — "Too  late  !  too  late  !  too 

And    without    waiting    for   any  late  ! " 
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THE  RUSSIAN  MILITARY  MANCBUVRES,  1884. 
[to  the  editor  of  Blackwood's  magazine. 

The  following  letters,  written  during  the  manoeuvres  of  the  Corps  of 
the  Russian  Guard  last  autumn,  were  addressed  to  members  oi  my 
family,  and  without  any  view  to  their  publication  ;  but  I  am  told  by 
friends  that  they  would  interest  the  general  public,  and  as  they  relate 
adventures  and  describe  scenes  which  do  not  rail  under  the  notice  of  an 
ordinary  tourist,  I  beg  to  place  them  at  your  disposal.  At  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Emperor,  three  officers  of  the  British  army  were  selected  to 
attend  these  manoeuvres  as  his  Majesty's  guests.  I  had  the  honour  to 
be  the  head  of  the  mission,  and  m^  colleagues  were  Colonel  Low,  C.B., 
a  distinguished  officer  of  our  Indian  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Davidson, 
an  officer  of  the  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  well  qualified  to  represent  a 
corps  so  famed  for  its  smartness  and  scientific  training.] 

Grand  HdxEL  de  l*Eubope,  and  as  he  can  speak  Ruasiani 
St.  PETERSBuiMi,  AuQ,  11,  1884.  he  was  of  very  great  use,  and 
How  am  I  to  tell  you  all  that  has  become  a  pleasant  addition  to 
we  have  seen  and  done  since  our  our  party.  The  country  we  tra- 
arrival  here  yesterday  at  7  p.  m.,  I  versed  is  as  flat  as  Salisbury  Plain, 
know  not,  for  at  every  instant  and  absolutely  without  interest, 
some  one  comes  in  with  orders,  save  in  the  names  of  a  few  towns 
hints  as  to  etiquette,  or  some  mes-  like  Wilna,  Pskof,  Ddnabnrg,  Ac, 
sage  which  requires  close  attention ;  each  of  which  brings  some  histori- 
but  I  think  I  shall  have  half  an  cal  incident  to  one's  memory.  The 
hour  somehow,  before  we  leave  sun  was  very  powerful,  but  the  air 
for  Krasnoe  Selo.  Our  journey,  became  lighter,  and  reminded  as  of 
though  very  tedious  after  entering  Scotland  as  we  went  further  and 
Russia,  was  uneventful.  Our  sleep-  further  north — till  at  last,  after  a 
ing-cars  from  Berlin  to  the  frontier  short  halt  at  Gatschina,  where  we 
were  noisy,  hot,  and  disagreeable,  substituted  undress  uniform  for  our 
At  the  frontier  (WirbalTen)  sta-  dusty  travelling  clothes,  I  could 
tion  we  secured  others,  and  found  see  the  cupola  of  St  Isaac's  Church, 
the  Russian  sofa-beds  much  the  a  golden  speck  in  the  distance  ;  and 
best.  We  never  travelled  more  after  another  quarter  of  an  hoar, 
than  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  found  myself  bowing  and  hand- 
our  halts  were  frequent  and  long,  shaking  with  various  tall  figures 
From  the  moment  we  crossed  the  in  uniforms  of  varied  hue,  but  of 
frontier,  tea  became  our  beverage,  unquestionably  Russian  type.  A 
and  the  samovar  smoked  in  readi-  gorgeous  Court  footman,  in  an 
ness  at  eviipy  station,  however  orange  -  and  -  red  greatcoat  and 
small.  Bread  good  ;  a  sort  of  cocked-hat,  seized  my  bag  and 
soup,  ill  which  among  no  end  of  cloak ;  others  surrounded  Row- 
vegetables  cabbage  was  the  most  land,  my  servant  ;  while  Colonel 
easily  recognised,  was  really  not  Low  and  Captain  Davidson  were 
bad  ;  and  my  colleagues  seemed  to  similarly  looked  after.  Passing 
find  the  beer  good.  We  had  Col-  through  the  royal  waiting-room, 
onel  Chenevix  Tronch,  the  military  I  was  handed  into  a  very  pretty 
attach^  at    Petersburg,    with    us  ;  victoria,  drawn  by  two  black  long- 


1885.]  I%e  Russian  MUUary  Manoeuvres,  1884.  885 

tailed  steppers,  and  with  Captain  ther  island,  and  on  the  northern 
Count  Stenbock  of  the  Garde  k  bank  of  the  river,  is  a  sort  of 
Cheval,  who  was  to  be  attached  to  lust-garten,  called  "  Livadia." 
me  during  my  visit,  by  my  side,  Here  we  alighted,  and  found  our- 
was  whisked  off  through  the  broad  selves  among  coloured  lamps  and 
uninteresting  streets  of  the  suburbs  crowds  of  the  bourgeoisie  regard- 
to  this  hotel.  ing   with  admiration  four  female 

fi^ymnasts,  who  were  tying  them- 

CampKr^noe  Seix)  St  Petersburg  f^^^^^  j^  ^nots,  and  hanging  from 

^ui7.  11, 1884  (/t^y  30,  Russian  time).  ^^^^.^^^   ^^   ^^^^^  ^^^^^  Passing 

Hurried  off  to  the  embassy  to  by  this  we  reached  a  pretty  little 

pay  my   respects   to   Sir  Edward  theatre,   and  from    a    smart    box 

Thornton,  I  left  off  with  the  an-  witnessed  a  very  fair  representa- 

nouncement  of  my  finding  myself  tion  of  "  La  Fille    du    Tambour 

in  a  very  comfortable  room  in  the  Major"  by  a  French  company,  who 

Hotel  de  I'Europe.     In  three-quar-  sang  and  acted  well.     This  lasted 

ters  of  an  hour  we  had  to  be  read^  an  hour,  and  on  going  out  we  saw 

to  dine  with  the  officers  of  the  van-  at  another  stage  m  the  gardens  a 

ous  missions.      Blue  coat,  sword,  company  of  Bohemians  in  Russian 

sash,  &c.,  were  donned,  and  I  found  costume,  singing  Russian  national 

myself  for  the  moment  the  senior  and    gipsy   songs,   amid   the  rapt 

of  the  assembled   party,  as  Prince  silence  of  the  crowd.     But  these 

Windischgratz,  who  is  a  Feld-mar-  were  said  not  to  be  the  best  Bohe- 

schall-lieutenant   of   the   Austrian  mians,  so  we  were  taken  on  to  an- 

army,  and  the  French  general  and  other  ca/ey  where,  in  a  rather  low 

German  general,  who  are  my  seni-  and  stuffy  room,  we  were  treated 

ors,   had  not  arrived.      I  had   an  to  real  Bohemian  choruses.     These 

agreeable  Ilalian,General  Sterpone,  singers — about  a  dozen  men   and 

on  my  right,  and  the  officer  who  the  same  number  of  women  —  w  er 

looks  after  all  the  niishionH,  Colonel  not    in    costume,    but   sang    with 

Tchitchakoff    of  the  staff,  on  my  wonderful    taste  ;  and  though  the 

left,  both  spi'aking  French.  extreme     plaintiveness     of     most 

As  soon  as  dinner  was  ended,  of  the  songs,  sometimes  varied 
and  coffee  and  cigarettes  discussed,  by  bursts  of  wild  appeal,  all  too 
the  carriages  came  round,  and  we  in  a  minor  key,  gave  a  weird 
started  for  a  drive  to  the  islands  character  to  the  entertainment, 
which  lie  between  the  branches  of  the  interest  it  aroused  was  (to  me 
the  Neva.  The  air  was  refresh-  at  least)  so  great  that  I  forgot  all 
inir,  and  of  course  in  this  north-  fatijrue.  These  Bohemian  choirs 
ern  region,  though  it  was  9.30,  are  peculiar  to  St  Petersburg  and 
there  was  a  twilight  which  was  Moscow,  and  are  heard  nowhere 
sutticiont  to  enable  one  to  see  with-  else.  The  performers  all  have  the 
out  tiitliculty  ;  and  the  a])pearance  gipsy  type  and  the  lithe  figures 
of  the  huge  huihlings,  and  espe-  and  restless  expressions  of  their 
cially  of  the  thin  spires  of  the  race.  And  so  at  last  homewards ; 
church  of  St  IVter  and  St  Paul,  the  liorses  galloping  through  the 
ami  the  fortress  on  the  lirst  island,  now  empty  streets  and  over  the 
cut  out  as  they  were  in  sombre  bridges,  the  view  from  which  at 
outline  against  the  clear  northern  night  of  the  Neva  and  its  well- 
sky,  was  not  without  a  certain  lighted  quays  is  really  splendid. 
charm.  Our  drive  did  not  end  To  bed  at  '^.30.  Our  orders  were 
thus   sentimentally.     On    the    fur-  to   dine    next  day  at  12,   and   go 
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by  train  to  Krasnoc  at  1.30 —  rather  nicely  to  our  having  been 
all  our  lug<^age  going  at  10.30.  yj^-(/-t?/«  to  each  other  in  Sebastopol. 
So  after  coffee,  and  packing  off  Wlien  this  was  over,  we  found  in 
my  servant  with  orders  to  have  the  main  street,  which  traverses 
our  red  coats  ready  for  us  on  the  whole  line  of  pavilions,  horses 
our  arrival  at  the  camp,  I  went  and  orderlies,  and  we  mounted  at 
to  call  on  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  once.  Meanwhile  the  street  was 
our  ambassador.  His  house  was  being  lined  with  troops  on  foot 
in  the  hands  of  workmen  (Lady  without  arms,  from  the  Em- 
Thornton  being  in  the  country),  peror's  pavilion  towards  the  camp, 
It  is  well  situated,  facing  the  Neva  and  the  general  staff  of  the  Rus- 
on  one  side,  and  the  great  square  sian  army,  headed  by  the  Grand- 
or  Champ  de  Mars  on  the  other.  Dukes  and  the  Minister  of  War, 
Returning  from  the  embassy,  I  formed  in  line  opposite  to  us  on 
found  all  assembled  for  an  early  either  side  of  the  street.  The 
dinner,  for  which  no  one  had  mueh  variety  of  uniforms,  and  the  great 
appetite,  and  then  we  all  started  names  of  some  of  the  wearers,  gave 
e/i  cortege  for  the  trains,  and  were  a  certain  impressiveness  to  the 
taken  great  care  of  by  Prince  scene,  Cossack  orderlies  hurrying 
Obolensky,  the  Grand  Marshal  of  to  and  fro,  Tcherkess  attendants 
the  Palace.  On  arriving  at  Kras-  on  the  Emperor,  &c.;  while  the  Ger- 
noe,  more  carriages  and  footmen,  man  Ambassador  General  Schwei- 
My  vehicle  is  number  eight,  with  nitz,  and  the  French  Ambassador 
two  tiery  little  horses.  We  reach  General  Appert,  both  generals  of 
our  quarters  on  the  hill  near  the  distinction,  joined  our  line  and 
Emperor's  pavilion,  and  I  find  headed  it.  And  all  this  time  the 
myself  in  a  nice  little  apartment,  troo])s  were  singing,  and  the  sing- 
bedroom,  sitting-room,  and  ser-  ing  became  a  shout  as  the  carriage 
vants'-room — all  soxp*  Ui  clef— four  of  the  Empress,  drawn  by  four 
other  generals  being  in  the  same  white  ponies,  appeared,  with  the 
house.  Our  luggage  is  late,  and  Emperor  riding  by  her  side.  We 
we  have  only  three-quarters  of  followed,  and  thus  reached  the 
ail  hour  to  get  ready  to  join  the  camp,  where  the  whole  of  the 
Emperor's  party  on  liiF  Majesty's  troops  were  formed  in  line  four 
state  entry  into  camp.  deep  in  front  of  their  tents.  Each 
We  got  our  luggage  at  last,  and  battalion  took  up  the  shout  as  we 
in  full  teruie  proceeded  to  call  on  passed — a  low  hoarse  hurrah.  We 
the  Grand -Dukes  Nicholas,  uncle,  rode  at  least  a  mile  and  a  half 
and  Vladimir,  brother  to  the  past  the  line  of  tents,  and  must 
Emperor.  Prince  Windischgratz  nave  seen  50,000  men.  The  ground 
headed  us  ;  General  de  MiribeT,  the  is  prettily  accidentty  and  altogether 
Frenchman,  followed  ;  I  came  next,  well  suited  for  camp  purposes.  At 
followed  by  General  Leczinski  of  the  end  we  came  upon  the  Guard 
the  German  army,  each  geneaal  Regiments  and  the  Pr^obrajeusky 
followed  by  his  staff,  and  so  on.  Regiment,  with  whom  finished  the 
We  found  the  Gi*and-Dukes  on  the  inspection;  and  here  were  assembled 
balcony  of  their  wooden  pavilion,  all  the  bands  and  drums,  to  the 
and  formed  a  line  or  semicircle,  number  of  800,  in  one  compact 
They  came  round  and  spoke  to  mass  facing  the  Empress's  pavilion 
each  general.  My  Crimean  medals,  or  tent,  at  the  door  of  which  she 
of  course,  attracted  notice,  and  and  her  ladies  alighted,  and  were 
the  Grand-Duke  Nicholas  alluded  joined  by  the  Emperor  and  Grand- 
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Dukes.  We  all  dismounted  and  the  last  notes  die  off,  the  drummer- 
came  inside  the  square,  of  which  boy  steps  forward,  the  bandmaster 
the  royalty  and  staff  formed  one  descends,  and  the  little  drummer, 
side,  the  musicians  the  opposite  sole  occupant  of  the  square,  repeats 
side,  the  other  two  sides  being  slowly  but  with  perfect  distinct- 
composed  of  officers  of  the  various  ness  the  Lord's  Praver.  Every 
corps  who  had  hurried  to  the  spot,  head  is  uncovered  anrf  bows,  from 
In  the  centre,  on  a  mound,  stood  the  £mperor  to  the  furthermost 
the  conductor  of  the  united  bands  spectator  ;  and  I  should  from  my 
of  music,  and  near  him  one  drum-  heart  pity  the  man  who,  as  the 
mer-boy  (or  perhaps  a  lad  of  little  lad  s  "  Amen "  went  up  in 
twenty),  of  whom  more  anon.  We  its  solitary  simplicity,  could  scoff 
(the  foreign  missions)  stood  in  line,  at  or  even  be  unimpressed  by  the 
and  the  Emperor  came  down  from  silence  which  followed, 
the  pavilion  and  spoke  to  each  of  There  was  a  total  absence  of  all 
the  generals.  He  was  very  gra-  exaggeration  or  straining  for  in- 
cious  to  me,  and  inquired  about  my  creased  effect.  The  bands  then 
service  and  the  commands  I  had  burst  forth  with  the  Russian  na- 
held.  This  over,  he  stood  alone  tional  air,  so  well  known  to  all 
in  the  centre,  and  a  detachment  of  of  us,  and  the  scene  closed  as  night 
sergeants  in    full    marching  order  fell. 

passed  him  one  by  one,  each  ser-  Our  carriages  came  up,  and  we 
geant  giving  the  evening  report  of  raced  home  ;  no,  not  home,  for 
his  picket  and  of  the  usual  '^  watch-  there  was  a  gala  performance  at 
setting  "  in  a  loud  voice,  the  Czar  the  theatre,  and  we  were  driven 
thus  fulfilling  for  tlie  moment  the  straight  there,  and  sat  three  mortal 
role  of  camp-commandant.  We  hours  listening  to  a  Russian  play, 
(generals  only)  were  then  taken  The  Emperor  and  Empress  and 
up,  one  by  one,  to  the  Empress,  Grand-Dukes  were  all  tnere,  and 
who  talked  to  me  about  tlie  Prin-  remained  for  a  ballet ;  after  which 
cess  of  Wales,  Cowes,  Osborne,  we  supped  at  the  Emperor's  pa- 
Ac,  and  was  altogether  gracious  vilion,  and  I  was  placed  next  a 
and  charming.  The  tea  was  nice  little  c/ame  ^Ao;en<??/r,  who  was 
handed  round,  and  the  crowd  of  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  George 
officers  and  of  the  troops  generally  Eliot's  works  ;  and  when  I  told  her 
kept  closing  round  the  square  as  the  I  had  known  Mrs  George  Henry 
hour  for  the  "  retreat,"  or  Zairu  Lewes,  she  seemed  to  look  on  me 
drew  nigh.  Meanwhile  heavy  as  a  very  privileged  person  indeed, 
clouds  had  gathered  in  the  horizon,  I  was  starving,  not  having  tasted 
and  a  storm  seemed  to  threaten  food  since  our  dinner  in  St  Peters- 
us,  though  the  view  down  the  burg  at  twelve,  except  the  Em- 
slope  and  over  the  valley  to  Kras-  press's  tea  at  the  "camp  retreat.'^ 
noe,  distant  about  a  mile,  was  It  was  1.30  before  I  got  to  bed* 
not  rendered  less  beautiful  by  the  I  was  certainly  tired,  and  hoped 
combination  of  waning  sunlight  for  a  good  night's  rest  before  the 
and  threatening  clouds.  Eight  great  review  which  was  to  take 
o'clock  sounds  ;  each  fu'ld-battery  place  next  day.  I  had  been  asleep 
tires  an  evening  gun  ;  three  rockets  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  an 
shoot  into  the  air,  and  the  drums  orderlv  arrived  who  woke  the  ser- 
and  bands  roll  out,  with  a  solemnity  vants,  and  bade  us  all  turn  out,  as 
and  volume  of  sound  not  easily  there  was  an  afer^e.  Disbelieving  my 
forgotten,  the  evening  hymn.     As  servant,  I  tried  to  court  once  more 
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the   drowsy  god,  when  in   rushed    Even  the  Minister  of  War,  General 
Count    Stenbock,  confirming   the    Vannowsky,  told  me  that  he  knew 
announcement,  and  that  we  were    nothing  of  it  till  after  two  o'clock 
all  expected  at  the  Quartier  66n.    on  the  same  morning, 
eral     in     ten     minutes.      I    need        Next  morning,  the  13th,  was  the 
hardly  say  that  I  was  dressed  in    benediction  des  drapeaux — a  most 
no  time,  and  that    wo   started  at    interesting  ceremony,  which  takes 
4.30  at   a  brisk  canter  across  the    place  twice  a-year.     The  time,  for- 
plain,  and   were  all   in  our  places    tunately  for  me  and  indeed  for  all, 
m  front  of  the  Emperor's  pavilion    was  eleven,  so  that  we  were   not 
in  good  time.  Meanwhile  the  troops    obliged  to  turn  out  before  a  reason- 
had  hurried   into   their   positions,    able  hour.     In  full  dress  we  waited 
and  the  Emperor,  mounting  a  small    for  the  Emperor  and  Empress  near 
^rey  barb,  rode  down  the  line,  say-    a  little  chapel  on  the  edge  of  the 
ing  <<  Good  morning,  my  children,^'    lake    hard    by.     Detachments    of 
to  each  regiment,  to  which  the  men    picked  men  from  every  regiment, 
shout  reply  in   unison.     After  the    with  the  standard  or  colonr,  were 
inspection   came  the  march-past ;    ranged  in  double  line, 
and  as  there  were   fully  50,000  on        The  whole  Imperial  family  went 
the  ground,  this  was  a  long  afEair,    down  the  line  and  into  the  chapel, 
and  the  morning  air   struck  chill    which  was  open  at  the  sides — tnat 
upon  us  all,  besides  the  annoyance    is,  was     only    pillars     and     roof. 
of  the  dust,  which  absolute  smoth-    Popes  and   priests,   and  the  choir 
ered  us.     But   the  appearance  and    of  the  loveliest  voices  lever  heard, 
bearing  of  the  troops  were  superb,    A  long    sei'vice,  very    sweet  and 
and   meriteil  praise  all  the   more    solemn  music,  all  of  us  bareheaded, 
owing  to  the  alacrity  with   which    Then  they  all  returned  to  the  steps 
they  had    turned  out  at  so  early    of  a  pavilion,  and  the  detachment 
an  hour.     We  were   home  by  nine    marched    past ;    the   Empress   re- 
o'clock,  much   interested  by  all  we    rceived   the  report  of  the  day  of 
had  seen,  but  very  cold  and  hungry,    her  regiment,  the  Emperor  of  tht 
Luncheon  at  one  o'clock,  and  Uien    others  ;  and  so  home  to  breakfast 
we  passed  the  whole  afternoon  driv-    or  luncheon,  where  again  I  found 
ing  about,  paying  official  visits  to    myself  next  Mdlle.  il^utusoff,  and 
generals  and  heads  of  departments,    on  the  other  side  a  nice  Baroness 
Happily  the  visiting  consisted  in    von   Hintlber,  who  belonss  to  the 
leaving  cards  ;  but  it  is  de  rigiieur    ex-Hanoverian  Court,  ana  is  here 
to  do   this  in   state,  so   I  donned    with  one  of  the  Hanoverian  prin- 
ooeked-hat,  and  we  drove  en  cortef/e.    cesses.     After  luncheon  a  series  of 
Dinner  at  seven  o'clock.     I  was    official    visits  to  members  of    the 
next  to  a  very  agreeable  Princess    Imperial  family — cocked- hat  again! 
KutusofP.     I   was  rather  tired,  but    We  had  to  write  down  our  names 
ashamed  of  being  so,  as  no  one  is    some  twenty  or  thirty   times,  and 
tired,  api>arently,  in  this   country.    lea"e  two  or  three  dozen  cards  on 
Afterwards   to    the    theatre,  this    the  courtiers,  and  then  our  official 
time  **  La    Mascotte "  in    French,    visits   were,  I  think,  fairly  acoom- 
Vfry  well  given    and    very  amus-    j)lished  !     I  was  glad  to  get   back 
ing.     It  was    l.3U  before  I  could    to  my  quarters. 
get  to  bed.     It  appears  this  Czar        This  morning  (14th  August)  we 
liad  never  given  this  aiert€  before,    were   up  at   seven.     Off   at  eight 
though  the  late  Emperor  was  very    on   wheels  to  the  plains,  where  we 
fund  of  taking  people  by  surprise,    found  our   horses  ;  and  when  the 
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Emperor  joined  us,  we  witnessed  a  great ;    and  if  we  are  kept  at  this 
very  in  teres  ting  field-day  on  a  small  high   pressure,   we  shall  all  want 
scale,  real  shot  and  shell  being  used  repose, 
against  an  enemy  represented  by  v             a    / 
dummies   or   painted   figures  life-  FHdm^hAua 
size.     The  whole  thing  was  well  *^'    '           *'' 
done  and  highly  instructive.    Then  My  last  letter  went  to  the  post 
home  as  hard  as  we  could  drive,  as  this  morning.     To-night  I  resume^ 
I  had  to  breakfast  at  mid-day  with  but  shall   probably  finish  this  at 
the  Emperor.  St.  Petersburg,  where   we   go  to- 
The  rooms   are   small,   for  the  morrow  after  the  morning's  work, 
present  Czar  will  not  use  the  large  returning   here   on   Sunday  after- 
pavilion  where  his  father  was  wont  noon.       We   had    a    field-day   or 
to  live,  but  keeps  to  that  which  he  sham-fight   in   the  afternoon  yea- 
had  when  Czarowitch,    So  only  the  terday,  after  the  morning's  expe- 
heads   of   missions   were    invited,  riences   with    the   artillery.      The 
The  Emperor  was  very  civil,  talk-  Empress   rode  on  horseback,  and 
ing  to  each  of  us.     I  was  presented  rides  very  well.  The  young  Orand- 
to  the  Hanoverian  j)rincess  (sister  Duchess  Serge  was  with  her,  also 
to  Princess  Frederica),  who  seemed  on    horseback.       There    was    not 
pleased  to  talk  of  England  and  the  much  that  was  edifying  in  a  mili- 
English.     Then  1  was  presented  to  tary   sense,     but    the    sight   was 
the  Grande- Duchesse   Serge,    the  pretty  ;    and  as  we  galloped  home 
bride,  daughter  of  the  Grand-Duke  across   the    plain,    the    enormous 
of  Hesse  and  of  our  dear  Princess  staff  and  varied  uniforms,  follow- 
Alice.     She  is  quite  charming,  and  ing    the    Empress    to    the    point 
the  image  of  her  mother:  she  has  the  where  the  carriages  were  awaiting 
same  expression  that  was  the  Prin-  us,   made  a  very  interesting   pic- 
cess  Alice's.    He  (Serge)  looks  like  ture.     I  had  barely  time  to  dress 
a  well-bred  gentleman,  and  is  said  for  dinner,    and    then   a    French 
to  be  clever.     ColTeeand  (Mgarettes  o))erett a  followed.     Home  at  mid- 
in  the  gar<leii,  a  b.'iiul  (which  l>lay-  night.     This  morning   at  8.10  off 
ed,    by    the    way,    "Am    Meer"),  to  the  same  ground,  for  a  field-day 
Circassian    sentries,    Ktnperor  and  of  the  line's  infantry  and  artillery. 
Empress  moving  about — you   will  Not    bad    on  the  whole,  and    the 
understan<i  the  scene — then  home,  ground  very  well  suited  for  such 
an<l  this  brings  me  U>  x\h'  /inseyif  a  display,    the   morning  air   deli- 
hour,  []  r.Nf.      I  shall  keep  the  letter  ciously  (-ool  and  refreshing.     Home 
open    till   late  to-niirht,   as  I   may  to    breakfast  at  twelve.     At  two, 
have  more  t(>  a<l(l,  for  at   four  we  inspection  of   the  Ecole  de  Cava- 
mount  onr  horses  ai^ain,  and  go  to  lerie  and  the  Ecoles  d'Equitation 
see  another  iield-day.     So  dinner  is  and  crinfanterie.     Then  1  went  to 
not  to  be  till  eii^lit,  and  then  there  see    my  old   friend   and    colleague 
will  be  the  play  I     In  a  few  days,!  General  Lubowidski,  who  wjis  de- 
hear,  we  are  to  Lr<>  down  to  the  coast  lighted    to   show  me  his  beautiful 
to  Narva  and  S'anilmr'jf,  where  the  regiment    of    Grenadiers    of    the 
threat    nianu'iivres    iM^nn,   an«l   last  Guard.       1   had    a    good    look    at 
tive  (lav>.      Prince    Windischijnitz  evervthin*^,  down  to  the    canteen 
has    a'^ked   nu*  to  ljo  to   his  man-  and  kitchen,    and  was  very  much 
(puvres   at   Cracow,  at   the  end  of  iriterested.      He  was  with  nw,  you 
the    month  ;    hut   1  don't  think  I  know,  at    the  French  Mana'uvres 
shall    accept,    as    the   distance    is  in    1880.     As   I  walked    amongst 
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tlie  moil,  he  whispered  to  me  to  Never  did  I  hear  anything  to  equal 

say  to  them,  "  SdarGva,"  on  which  it  :  tlie  boys'  voices  so  pure,  the 

they  all  shouted  some  words  which  altos  so  clear  and  bright,  the  basses 

meant  welcome  !     Then   home  to  so  deep  ;  time  and  tune,  liarmony 

rest  and  to  dinner.     I  declined  the  and  taste,  all  far  beyond  any  church 

play  to-night,  it  being  a  Russian  singing  I  had  ever  heard.      No  in- 

piece.      I   sat   between    Princesse  struments.     Since  breakfast  a  visit 

Kutusoff  and  Princesse   Apraxin,  en  masse  to  photographers,  where 

both  very  [)leasant.     After  dinner  we  have  all  been  immortalised  in  a 

I  was  glad  to  renew  acquaintance  group  ;    then  to  the  fortress  and 

with  Detail le,  the  French  painter,  the   church   of   St  Peter   and    St 

who  is  here  on  a  special   engage-  Paul,    where    we   saw    the    royal 

ment   to   the    Emperor    to    paint  tombs  and  much  gilding  and  pomp, 

military  subjects.     His  works  are  Then  to  the  house   of   Peter  the 

well  known,  and  he  has  often  been  Great,  and  now  we  are  waitin&r  for 

in  England.     We  have  our  orders  the  train  to   go  to  Krasnoe  Sel6, 

now  for  next  week.     On  Monday  where  there   are  camp  races  at  6 

we  shall  redistribute  our  luggage,  p.m. 

and    send     all    that    we    do    not        The  field-day  of  the  Guards  yes- 

absolutely  want  to  St  Petersburg,  terday  was  good  and  instructive, 

to   the   hotel.      On    Tuesday   the  and  the  spectacle  very  tine.     The 

generals  go  with  the  Emperor  to  Empress   rode.     I  write  in   haste, 

the  neighbourhood  of  Narva  for  for  Count  Stenbock  is  calling  to  us 

the  five  days  of  grand  manoeuvres,  to  come  to  the  train. 
I  expect  we  sliall  have  to  rough  it.  ^  ,^  ,„ 

The  otliers  go  with  the  headriuar-  «S''pi!?™.^°!,l^T'i^<;«i 

r  ^,      °  .J  J     -ii  St  Petersburg,  Aug,  19,  1884 

ters  of  the  opposing  sides,  and  will  (Qld  Style,  Aug,  1),  6  p.m. 

certainly   have   to   rough    it.     On 

the  26th,  I  believe,  we  all  return        We   reached  the  camp  at  5.30 

to  St  Petersburg,  and  I  therefore  on   Sunday  afternoon,    and   were 

suppose  that  on  the  27th  I  am  a  taken    straight    to    the    Imperial 

free  agent  again.     I  shall  probably  stand,   into   the  state  tribune,    to 

employ  27th  and   28th  in  visiting  which  we  generals  were  specially 

St  Petersburg,  and  then  goto  Mos-  admitted.     The  racing  was  amus- 

cow  for  two  nights,  returning  to  iiig»  officers   and  Cossacks   riding 

St  Petersburg,  and  home  bv  Stock-  their   own  horses.     The  Empress 

holm  and  Gottenburg,  or  else  go  to  came  across  the  room  and  talked 

Warsaw  and  Berlin,  and  home  by  to   me   a  long   while    about    her 

Flushing.  sister  and   England,   and   seemed 

St  Petersburg  interested  to  hear  news  of  people 

!^unday,  \lth  Aug,  «^^^   ^^^^,  \^noysTi       The   Emperor, 

too,    talked   a    little,    and    many 

I  must  close  this  as  post  goes,  and  of    the   Grand-Dukes.       At    7.30 

I  am  off  to  St  Isaac's  and  to  the  I   thought  we  were   going   home 

English  church.     I  went  this  morn-  to   dinner;    but  we  were   driven 

ing  to  the  Kazan  Cathedral,  and  to  the  theatre  instead,  where  we 

then  to  St  Isaac's,  of  which  I  will  heard  "  La   Mascotte,"  with  long 

not  attempt  to  give  a  description,  intervals   between  acts,   till  near- 

though  it  merits  one.     I  shall  v'sit  ly   twelve   o'clock.      One   of    the 

it  for  its  architecture  again.     To-  Dukes  of  Leiichtenberg  sat  in  the 

day  I  went   for  the  church  music,  next   stall  to  me,   and  we  talked 

and  hnleed  the  choir  is  heavenly,  a  good  deal  ;  but  I  was  growing 
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i 
ravenous  with  liunger,  for  I  bad  The  Emperor  rose  towards  the 
bad  nothing  since  mid-day  except  end  of  dinner,  and  called  upon  all 
a  cup  of  tea  in  the  tribune  which  to  drink  to  the  health  of  the  Em- 
I  had  to  ])ut  down  only  half  tasted,  peror  of  Austria,  whose  birthday 
owing  to  the  Empress  coming  over  it  was.  We  then  drank  to  the 
to  speak  with  me  !  At  12.30  health  of  the  Pr6obrajenHky  Regi- 
(p.M.)  we  were  taken  to  the  large  ment,  and  then  the  Imperial  party 
pavilion,  but  could  only  get  a  rose  and  stood  about  and  drank 
little  chicken  and  zakuska  and  coffee.  I  was  in  close  conversa- 
some  tea.  However,  I  ate  like  a  tion  with  some  one  of  the  generals 
ploughboy,  the  French  ambassador  when  the  Grand-Duchess  Serge 
alongside  of  me  being  in  the  same  (the  bride)  came  across  the  inter- 
plight — then  to  bed.  Up  early,  vening  space  and  did  me  the 
as  everything  had  to  be  ready  honour  to  converse  for  some  time 
for  a  move — some  of  our  luggage  about  her  mother,  and  the  Queen, 
to  go  off  to  Narva,  and  the  rest,  and  of  England.  It  was  so  touch- 
with  ourselves,  to  go  to  St  Peters-  ing,  and  altogether  so  indicative  of 
burg.  Meanwhile  we  put  on  full  a  desire  to  speak  with  some  one 
dress  for  the  Preobrajensky  fete^  who,  at  any  rate,  could  refer  to 
and  at  eleven  o'clock  were  driven  persons  and  places  which  reminded 
over  to  the  camp  of  that  regiment,  ner  of  her  childhood, 
and  witnessed  a  very  interesting  By  this  time  it  was  four  o'clock, 
parade  before  tfie  whole  Imperial  We  had  then  (the  foreign  generals) 
family.  Popes,  altars,  vestments,  to  be  presented  to  the  little  Grrand- 
and  sweet  music,  and  then  the  Due  Heritier  or  Czarewitch,  at  his 
regimental  pope  blessed  and  sprin-  own  pavilion.  He  seems  to  be  a 
kled  the  imperial  family,  and  nice  lad  ;  very  quick  and  intelli- 
then  marched  down  the  ranks  gent ;  he  spoke  English  with  a  very 
and  blessed  the  men  ;  and  then  a  pure  accent.  We  had  just  time  to 
march-past  and  a  visit  to  the  change  our  red  for  blue  coats,  and 
camp  and  the  men  at  their  din-  catch  a  train  at  5.30,  arriving  at 
ners,  and  hurrahs  from  every  one  St  Petersburg  at  6.30,  minus  our 
as  the  Empress  drank  to  their  luggage  and  servants,  who  did  not 
health.  Afterwards  a  tremendous  turn  up  till  past  eight  o'clock, 
breakfast  or  dinner  at  the  pavil-  However,  I  went  off  at  once  to  see 
ion,  the  whole  of  the  officers  being  the  Winter  Palace,  and  was  shown 
invited,  besides  the  entire  Court,  all  over  that  most  extraordinary 
We  sat  down  about  450,  and  the  building,  which  is  about  five  times 
whole  of  the  an*angements  were  as  big  as  Buckingham  Palace,  and 
complete,  and  the  dinner  hot  and  ten  times  more  magnificent.  I 
well  served.  On  my  right  hand  was  shown  the  cabinet  of  the  great 
was  the  Princess  Marie  of  Hano-  Emperor  Nicholas,  left  just  as  he 
ver,  and  on  my  left  the  Prin-  /c/lf  it,  for  the  bed  remains  in  which 
cess  Kotchoubey,  who  is  the  head  he  died,  and  all  his  things  are 
of  all  the  ladies  of  the  Court ;  she  lying  around  the  little  low  couch, 
was  pleased  to  be  gracious  to  me,  which  was  all  he  indulged  in.  fBut 
and  talked  a  great  deal.  With  the  objects  of  interest  are  endless, 
the  Hanoverian  Princess,  I,  of  though  I  admit  that  my  sense  of 
course,  talked  English,  and  it  the  fitness  of  things  was  shocked 
seemed  to  be  like  talking  to  one  when,  in  the  comer  of  the  cabinet 
of  our  own  Royal  family.  de  travail  of  th^  late  unfortunate 
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Czar,   I   was  shown   the  bed    on  house — not  a  chdteau^  but   a   good 
which   he   expired   in  agony,  and  comfortable  house  made  of  wood, 
the  gardien^  lifting  the   coverlet,  with  good  rooms  fairly  furnished. 
pointed  to  the  mattresaj  saturated  It  belongs  to   Baron  VckIio,   and 
with  blood,   and  left  just  in  the  has  been  placed  at  the   Emperor's 
state  in  which  it    was  when    the  disposal  for  three  days  as  his  head- 
poor  Emperor  breathed  his  last.  quarters.     The  weather,  alas  !  has 
This  morning  (Tuesday,  19th)  we  become  unfriendly   to  us,  and  we 
started  at  nine  o'clock    on   board  arrived  in  a  heavy  storm   of  rain, 
an  Admiralty  steamer    for  Cron-  and  had  to  wait  two  hours  for  our 
stadt.     Our  ambassador,   Sir  Ed-  baggage.     But  it  was  amusing  to 
ward  Thornton,  joined  the  party,  watch     the    Emperor's    fourgons 
and  I  had  a  great  deal  of  interest-  with   the  equipage  de  campagne 
ing  conversation  with   him  during  arrive  ;  and    I   must  admit    that 
the   voyage   out    and   home.       It  they  well  understand  how  to  impro- 
takes  one  and  a  half  hour  to  go  vise  even  an  Imperial  camp.     The 
down  the  Neva  to  Cronstadt ;  and  Emperor's  and    Empress's   camp- 
though  the  banks   of  the  river  are  beds  were  unpacked   and   settled 
flat,  except  where  you  see  on   the  up  on  a  room  on  the  ground-floor, 
left  bank  the  woods  of  Peterhoff  the  Grand-Due  H6ritier  being  next 
and  Oranienbaum,  there  is  a  cer-  door.     Then  there  was  the  travel- 
tain  grandeur  in  the  river,  owing  ling  plate,  all  in  special  boxes,  sil- 
to  the  great   mass   of  water.     At  ver  mugs  instead  of  glasses,  and  no 
Cronmtadt   we  were   taken  to  see  china  at  all.     Outside  in  the  park 
batteries   and  guns,  and   forts  and  or  enclosure,  fifty  yards  from  the 
turrets,   and   finally    were    enter-  house,  two  large  and  twelve  small 
tained  at  luncheon  by   the  marine  tents  had  been  pitched,  where  the 
oflicers,  and  returned  to  St  Peters-  generals  dine,  and   the  minor  ofli- 
burg  at    six  o'clock.     Mr  Albert  cials  sleep.     I  and  the  French  gen- 
Brasscy's  yacht,  the  Czarina,  was  eral  en  miattionj  De  Miribel,  share 
lying  off  Cronstadt,  and  very  well  a  room  in  the  house  ;  and  in  the 
she  looked.     I    now   come  to  the  same  passage   with   us,   in    little 
end  of  my  story  !     We  have  had  rooms,   are  the  Grand-Dukes,  the 
dinner,   and  I    have  had   a  short  Minister  of  War,   and  the   other 
drive  since  in  the  cool  of  the  even-  foreign  generals.     My  French  col- 
ing  declining  any  further  dissipa-  league  is  very  cheery,  and   sleeps 
tion,  and  I  am  now  going  to  bed,  like  a  top  ;   I  only   wish    I   could 
for  we  start  early   for  Narva,  and  sleep  half  as  well  as  he  does.     We 
shall  have   five  days  of  real  hard  are  at  this  moment  seated  opposite 
work,  I  suspect.  to  each   other  at  a  little  table,  he 

on  a  chair,  Ion  my  bed,  each  writ- 

GoMONTOvo,  half-way  betweeu  jnir  to  his  wife  ' 

Khasnoe   Seix3  anil  Yam-         a*  ^:«  ^t^i^^i*,  «.«  \.^a  ««    ^  ^  i 

BURG.  Avg.  21.  1884.  ,    ^t  six  o  clock  we  had  an  excel- 

lent  dinner  in  the  large  tent,  which. 
We  left  St  Petersburg  yesterday  by  the  way,  was  used  by  the  late 
by  train  at  0.30,  and  stopped  at  Emperor  through  the  whole  of  the 
the  second  station  beyond  Gat-  Plevna  campaign,  though  we  all 
schina  on  the  Baltic  line  of  rail-  wore  our  cloaks  and  our  forage- 
way,  where  we  found  carriages,  caj)s  on  account  of  the  cold  and 
which,  after  a  drive  of  20  versts,  rain.  At  eight  o'clock  the  Enoperor 
brouglit  us  her^.  This  is  a  fair  and  Empress  arrived  from  ^eter- 
specinien  of  a  country  gentleman's  hoff,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  them 
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till  this  morning,  when  at  nine  where  we  mounted  our  hor8e8(aboQt 
o'clock  we  started  for  the  opening  four  miles  off)  assembled  to  wel- 
scene  of  the  roanoeuvres.  The  idea  come  the  Czar,  with  their  headman 
is  simple  :  a  force  having  landed  in  front  bearing  an  offering  of 
near  Narva  threatens  the  capital  ;  bread  and  salt,  which  was  duly  pre- 
a  smaller  force,  representing  the  sented.  The  people  seem  happy  in 
garrison  of  St  Petersburg,  opposes,  a  sort  of  way  ;  and  give  no  evi- 
m  order  to  hold  it  in  check  till  dence  of  being  discontented  with 
reinforcements  arrive.  I  may  dis-  their  present  mode  of  life.  My 
miss  the  subject  of  this  display  ;  two  companions  are  attached  to 
for  what  we  saw  to-day  was  not  the  headquarters  of  the  contend- 
worth  seeing, —  the  commanders  ing  forces,  and  are  lodged  six  or 
on  either  side  seemed  afraid  of  seven  miles  off  ;  I  saw  them  to-day 
doing  anything.  The  Empress  for  a  short  time.  Colonel  Trench 
rode,  notwithstanding  the  rain  ;  is  with  me  at  headquarters.  Ac- 
and  after  three  or  four  hours  we  cording  to  present  plans  we  move 
returned,  and  then  we  generals  the  day  after  to-morrow  to  Bop- 
had  to  join  the  Imperial  party  at  scha,  a  small  country  palace  nearer 
breakfast.  I  sat  next  the  Prince  to  Krasnoe,  and  shall  be  there  till 
of  Oldenburg,  who  likes  talking  the  manoeuvres  close,  the  26tfa. 
English,  and  has  a  frank  and  Then  I  am  told  we  are  to  be 
soldier-like  manner.  We  had  along  taken  to  Peterhoff,  and  so  conclude 
conversation  on  wolf -hunting;  but  our  mission.  After  breakfast 
tell  Gladv!^  1  have  seen  no  wolves  this  morning,  I  had  a  talk  with  a 
as  yet,  though  they  say  there  are  Mr  Heath,  who  is  English  tutor  to 
some  not  far  off.  the  Grand-Due  H6ritier,  and  he  at 
It  has  rained  hard  ever  since,  once  asked  me  if  I  did  not  live  near 
and  thus  you  see  I  am  brought  to  Marlow.  "  I  was  bom,"  he 
the  moment  when,  and  the  reason  said,  ''  within  half  a  mile  of  yoor 
why,  General  de  Miribel  and  I  are  house."  I  was  able  to  give  him 
availing  ourselves  of  the  enforced  the  latest  news.  How  small  the 
imprisonmoiit  to  write  to  our  wives!  world  is,  when  one  thinks  that, 
If  the  weather  continues  bad,  and  after  a  journey  of  '1000  miles  and 
the  nian<euvres  are  not  of  a  more  more,  one  tumbles  upon  a  man 
interesting  kind  than  to-day,  I  born  within  half  a  mile  of  one's 
shall  be  glad  when  the  thing  is  own  door !  * 
over.     To-morrow,  for  example,  is 

said    to    be   /•<?/(/<•/</,  and    what   on  R()PscrtA,  w-Zw^r.  28,  1884. 

earth   we   are  to   do   I  know    not.         We  arrived  here  this  afternoorif 

It   is  40  versls   to   Narva,  too  far  from  Gom onto vo,  from  which  place 

for  an  excursion,  and   the  country  I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago.     It 

all  around   is  as  flat  as  Salisbury  was  most  unlucky  that  it  should 

Plain,  and  when  you  have  seen  one  have    rained    at    Gomontovo    ioi 

Russian  villaire  you  have  seen  all.  yesterday  was   a   holiday,  and  we 

Apro}fos  (){  Russian  villages,  it  was  were  dreadfully  bored  with   each 

rather  interesting:  this  morning  to  other,   not  knowing    what   to    do. 

observe  ilu*  people  of  the  village  We  managed  a  short  ride  to  look 


'  I  was  v.Tv  «,'la(l  to  hear  afttrwards  from  his  Majestv  and  the  Empress  of 
the  hitrh  opinion  thry  entertained  of  Mr  Heath,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  think  of 
an  Kn-jlish  gentleman  b«'infr  intrusted  with  the  early  e<lucation  of  the  vounir 
Grand-Dukes.  ^        * 
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-at  some  of  the  camps  and  bivouacs  ;  and  recently  married,  came  over  to 

but  it  was  not  lively  work,  and  as  stay  here  from  their  country  house, 

we  wiere  doubled  up  in  very  small  I  sat  next  the  Grand-Duchess  (the 

rooms,  it   was   not   easy  to   settle  bride)  and   was  much  pleased  by 

down   to   writing.     I    went    with  her  manner  and  facility  in  speak- 

Detaille  to  a  village  close  by,  where  ing  all  languages, 

he  made  a  sketch  out  of  his  car-  There  is  a  trout-stream   just  in 

riagc  ;  but  even  his  skill  did  not  front  of   the  palace  entrance,  and 

enable  him  to  do  much.  We  break-  as  we  had  a  couple  of  hours  before 

fasled  and  dined  always  with  the  dinner  waiting  for  our  luggage,  I 

fimperor  and  Empress,  and  conse-  got  an  old  hook  and  line  and  Jioat 

quently  the  stiffness  of  etiquette  from  the  lodge-keeper,  and  with  a 

is  becoming  less  burdensome.    To-  bit  of  old  fish  for  a  bait,  I  cauffht 

day   we    sat    down    to    luncheon  four  trout  in  half  an  hour,  half  a 

after    the  mancBuvres  in  a  pretty  pound  each  !  an  odd  sort  of  sport, 

pavilion,   half-way   to    this  place,  out  they  ail  mean  to  do  the  same 

which  belonged   to   General  Bar-  thing  to-morrow.    There  is  a  fine 

clay  de   Tolly,  and  we  were  only  lake  and  park  here,  which  I  hope 

twelve   at  the  Imperial  table  out  to  explore  to-morrow,  as  there  is 

in   the   verandah.     The    laughing  relache  on  account  of  Sunday, 

and  chaffing   was   enough   to   set  Sundayy   10   a.m. — A    roughish 

every  one  at  ease  ;   and  I   must  night,  the  wind  howling ;  but  the 

say,   nothing    can    be  more  per-  sun  is  breaking  through  the  clouds, 

feet  than  the  manner  of  the  Em-  and   we  are   lust  starting,  by  the 

peror  and  Empress  towards  each  invitation  of  H.M.,  for  the  church 

other  and  their  two  sons.     If  ever  hard  by,  where  we  shall  have  the 

^people  deserved  to  be  happy,  they  orthodox    service.     I    have    been 

should  be  so.     The  manceuvres  to-  walking    about]  the   country  this 

day  were  more  interesting  ;  and  as  evening, 
the  'rain  had  left  us  and  the  sun 

vouchsafed  to  shine,  the  day's  work  Ropscha,  Aug.  25,  1884. 
was  enjoyable.  To-morrow  ends  our  manoeuvres. 
We  took  leave  of  our  host  and  and  I  hope  to  be  at  St  Petersburg 
hostess  at  Gomontovo,  Baron  and  next  day,  and  start  on  the  following 
Baroness   Veglio,  who  had    done  for  Moscow.     We  have  had   daily 
their  best  for  us  small  people  as  niana»uvres   since,  except  on  Son- 
well  as  their  Imperial  guests,  and  day,  when  we  wint  to  the  High 
now  we  are  in  one  of  the  palaces  Mass  at  the  little  church  hard  by, 
or  country-housaSj  12  versts  from  and  nothing  could  be  more  impres- 
PeterhoflL  and   really  a  very   line  sive  than  the  singing.     I  am  quite 
^€:l¥AU>fAH  \i  is »     It  has  an  unfor-  in  raptures  with  their  church  mu- 
*^nate  lecend  attached   to  it,  for  eic.     The    effect  is  indescribable, 
^  ILo«  bore  that  the  Empress  Cathe-  unless  you  can  understand  the  tn- 


rine  IT  caused  her  husband,  Peter  umph  of  harmony  when  voices  only 

m    to  be  strangled.     But  no  one  are  employed.       1  he  Emperor  and 

teemB   to   care   much   about   such  Empress  and  their  sons  seem  very 

mauers      Our    dinner-party   has  devout,  and  that,  too,without  affec- 

been  more  stately  in  consequence  tuition   of   any  kind.     I   have  not 


iuntCwflclT/m'rsVxrA^^^^^^^  be  caught  fifteen   trout-     In   the 


*i  -  •  - 
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lake,  which  is  very  extensive  and  impossible  to  single  outanyname  ; 
picturesque,  there  were  no  end  of  but  I  find  General  von  Werder, 
pike  and  perch,  and  I  watched  the  the  German  aide-de-camp  to  the 
young  Czarowitch  and  his  brother  Emperor,  very  kind  and  friendly 
hookmg  in  perch  at  a  great  rate.  — and  the  Prince  of  Oldenberg, 
The  heir-apparent  is  a  very  nice-  General  Demidoff,  and  the  young 
looking  lad,  and  like  his  mother's  Stackelberg,  so  well  known  in  £ng- 
family.  I  have  twice  sat  next  land,  cordial  and  agreeable, 
the  young  Grand- Duchess  Constan-  To-night  they  are  distributing 
tine,  who  has  very  pretty  and  pleas-  decorations  wholesale  ;  my  French 
ant  ways — ^speaks  English,  and  colleague  is  engaged  at  this  mo- 
talks  very  naturally.  To-night  I  ment  with  his  servant  sewing  on 
was  honoured  after  dinner  by  a  the  Grand  Cordon  of  St  Anne, 
very  long  conversation  with  the  They  all  admit  that  our  English 
Empress,  who  asked  after  all  my  rule,  under  which  no  officers  are 
family,  the  names  of  ray  children,  allowed  to  accept  such  decorations, 
besides  making  many  inquiries  is  the  true  one  ;  and  I  think  you 
about  people  she  knew  in  England,  would  have  been  ashamed  of  my 
She  expressed  a  wish  to  see  me  again  wearing  a  grand  cordon,  or  any 
before  I  returned  to  England,  other  cordon,  not  earned  on  active 
after  my  visit  to  Moscow,  and  ask-  service  in  the  field.  I  never  saw 
•ed  for  my  photograph.  *  All  this  such  people  for  stars  and  medals, 
went  on  in  the  large  salon,  with  Some  are  literally  smothered  with 
the  '^  circle  "  standing  behind,  and  them,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
no  one  in  the  middle  out  myself.  the  Cross  of  St  George,  none  have 

On    Sunday   all    the    Ministers  any  value  to  a  soldier, 

came  down  with  their  portfolios,  We  start  to-morrow  at  7.30,  and 

and   each    had    his  audience,  and  fight    our  way  to  Krasnoe  Sel6, 

then  they  joined  us  at  dinner.    The  wnere  we  sheathe  our  swords  and 

<il  fresco  luncheons  at  the  manoeu-  say  good-bye  to  our  soldier  friends. 

vres  are   more   amusing^,   because       _  ,-r.  o..  t> 

there  is  less  restraint,  ^o-day  we  ^"^  «>«  ^^•%7'  S^«™iaBUBG, 
had  luncheon  in  a  pretty  garden,  ' 
the  table  arranged  for  the  Impe-  The  sudden  death  of  Lord  Ampt- 
rial  party  and  the  generals,  and  hill,  the  announcement  of  which 
the  others  stood  about  at  various  I  saw  in  the  *  St  Petersburg  Jour- 
rustic  buffets.  There  was  a  great  nal '  last  night,  would  alone  pre- 
deal  of  fun,  and  the  sun  shone,  and  vent  my  returning  via  Berlin,  as  I 
the  band  of  the  Chevalier  Garde  could  not  go  to  the  Grand  Parade, 
played  "  Loublow "  arranged  for  so  I  have  decided  to  return  by 
solo  performers,  and  the  Em-  Stockholm.  I  go  to-morrow  to 
peror  passed  his  cigarettes  to  Moscow,  and^shall  stay  till  Sunday 
all  of  us.  This  was  after  we  night  or  Monday  morning,  accora- 
had  been  five  hours  on  horseback,  ing  to  weather, 
besides  driving  for  two  hours,  so  Our  manoeuvres  terminated  yes- 
we  had  earned  our  repast.  Prince  terday  very  happily  ;  a  bright  sun 
Windischgratz  and  I  rode  a  long  and  cool  air  helped  to  keep  every 
distance  through  the  forest  to  one  in  good  humour.  We  were  off 
watch  a  turning  movement  of  the  early,  7.30,  from  Ropsoha,  and 
opposing  (or  invading)  forces.  were  kept  waiting  a  long  while  by 

We  have  such  a  host  of  generals  the  Imperial  party  at  the  rendes- 

and  aides-de-camp  here  that  it  is  vous,    so    that   I   was   really    six 
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hours  on  horseback.  The  concen-  Majesty's  kind  words  of  adieu,  as 
tration  of  the  two  cor^  d^armee  sincerely  as  I  believe  they  were 
made  the  work  far  more  interesting,  kindly  meant.  Probably  I  shall 
and  the  final  attack  and  repulse  of  see  her  again,  as  I  told  you  in  my 
the  invaders  were  grand  and  pic-  last  letter.  The  Princess  of  Han- 
turesque  in  the  extreme.  No  few-  over  was  more  than  kind,  for  she 
er  than  50,000  men  were  engaged,  over  and  over  again  joined  with 
and  all  the  120g^iins  were  brought  the  jroung  Grand-Duchess  Con- 
into  action.  The  Empress  as  stantme  in  expressing  her  hope  we 
usual  rode,  and  was  jomed  to-  might  meet  again  ere  long, 
wards  the  end  by  the  Grand-  Then  came  the  hand-shaking 
Duchesses  and  other  ladies  in  car-  with  generals  and  others  ;  and  mv 
riages.  At  two  we  had  an  out-of-  old  friend  Lubowidski  (Generaf) 
door  luncheon  at  a  kind  of  farm,  fairly  put  both  arms  round  my  neck 
where,  in  the  orchard,  tables  were  and  hugged  me  tight.  "  Shall  we 
laid  out,  and  a  general  scramble  ever  meet  aeain?"  were  bis  last 
of  hungry  officers  ensued  ;  at  words  ;  and  1  believe  he  really  was 
the  Imperial  table  alone  had  we  in  earnest  in  hoping  it  might  be 
chairs.  Previous  to  the  luncheon  so,  before  we  have  to  give  an  ac- 
600  cadets  were  paraded,  and  re-  count  of  our  battles  and  service 
ceived  their  commissions  in  a  short  before  a  mightier  Eing^than  the 
speech  from  the  Emperor.     I  need    Czar. 

hardly  say  their  cheers  were  long  And  so  at  a  gallop  to  Erasnoe, 
and  loud,  and  the  sight  of  the  where  we  found  a  special  train,  and 
young  faces,  radiant  on  the  receipt  reached  St  Petersburg  at  six.  As 
of  the  word  from  the  Czar  that  some  of  our  party  go  away  to-day» 
<<  he  claimed  them  as  his  officers,"  we  had  a  aeal  of  toast-making 
was  pleasant  to  see.  After  lun-  and  friendly  converse  at  our  diner 
cheon,  one  of  the  old  generals  came  d*adieux^  Prince  Windisohgiatz,  as 
behind  the  Emperor  s  chair,  and  our  doyen^  being  spokesman.  Just 
called  to  all  around  to  drink  to  before  dinner,  General  von  Richter, 
the  health  of  the  Czar.  Off  went  the  head  of  the  Emperor's  military 
caps,  and  a  grand  hurrah  re-  staff,  came  to  my  room,  bearing  a 
sounded,  the  peasants  standing  in  very  handsome  flagon  of  enamelled 
their  brightly  coloured  dresses  be-  silver,  a  present  to  me  from  the 
yond  the  orchard  enclosure  taking  Emperor,  who  had  sent  him  off 
up  the  shout,  and  even  the  ccoks  the  field  after  the  luncheon  to 
working  at  the  open-air  kitchens  execute  his  orders  to  buy  this  as 
joining  in  the  cheer.  Then  a  few  my  souvenir.  I  am  not  likely  to 
words  from  the  Emperor,  and  forget  his  Majesty's  gracious  ez- 
more  cheering  ;  then  the  Empress's  pression  of  goodwill  or  this  act  of 
health,   and   still   louder  hurrahs,    condescension. 

and  so  the  scene  closed.     A  few       _  ,^  «    .,. 

words  of  compliment  to  the  gen-       H<rrEL  de  l^i-rope  St  PmiWBrBG. 
erals   who   commanded   on    either  Jfridmj,  Aug.29. 

side,  and  then  we  strangers  formed  My  last  letter,  sent  on  the  27th, 
in  line  and  received  the  parting  brought  me  to  the  time  when  Gen- 
words  of  the  Imperial  family.  I  eral  von  Richter  brought  me  this 
had  already  had  so  much  said  to  flagon  which  the  Emperor  had 
me  by  the  P^mperor  and  the  Em-  sent.  I  had  intended  leaving  for 
ess  that  I  was  con  ten  to  kiss  Moscow  last  nieht ;  but  I  had  a 
the  Empress's  hand  and  accept  her    short   visit   to  tne   Hermitage    in 
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the  morning  with    Prince  Wind-  Empress  live  in  a  small  chdteau  in 

ischgi^tz,  wno    was  going  off  at  the  grounds  hard  by :    and    this 

mid-day  to  Cracow,  and  then  we  seems  to  be  the  custom,   as  they 
(the  remainder)  were  bound    for    thus  have  more  liberty  and  less  of 

Peterhoff  in  the  afternoon,  so  that  Court  ceremony, 

by  5.30,    when    I  returned,  I  felt  At  this  moment    they    are  on 

disinclined    for  a    night-journey,  board  the  Imperial  yacht,  looking 

and   60  remained  on   for  another  at  the  naval  manoeuvres  at  Cron- 

day.     To-day    I  propose  to  have  stadt.     We  dined  at  six,  and  there 

another    look  at  the    Hermitage,  was  a  deal  of  speechifying  of  an 

and  to  go  off  at  8  p.m.  to  Moscow  effusive  kind,  and  I  haa  to  speak, 

with  Captain  Davidson.     Colonel  of  course.     It  always  seems  to  fall 

Low  starts  for  England    to-day,  to  me.      They  say  I  spoke  pro- 

as    be   has    business,    and    takes  perly  ;  but  French  is  a  bad  lan- 

this  letter  with  him  as  he  travels  guage  for  an  improvised  oration, 

through.  The  weather  is  lovely,  and  I  trust 

I   am  perfectly  amazed   at  the  it  may  remain  so  while  we  are  at 

treasures    of  the  Hermitage,   and  Moscow, 
could  spend  a  week  easily  in  the 

examination  and  study  of  them.  Moscow, 
Pictures,  statues,  antiquities,  the  Saturday^  Aug.  80,  1884.  ^ 
Kertch  collection,  and  gems,  fill  We  arrived  here  at  10.30  this 
room  after  room  of  this  immense  morning  after  a  successful  jour- 
palace,  and  all  is  admirably  ar-  ney,  leaving  St  Petersburg  at  8.30 
ranged.  Raphael  is  represented  last  night.  We  were  accompanied 
by  four  or  five  masterpieces,  among  to  the  station  by  Colonel  Tcnitoha- 
which  the  ^^  Yierge  de  la  Maison  koff  and  Count  Stenbock,  and 
•d'  Albe"  is  perhaps  the  best  known,  many  and  hearty  were  the  adieux. 
A  lovely  Fra  Angelico  has  lately  By  their  advice  we  (Davidson  and 
been  added.  The  collection  of  I)  took  a  sleeping-compartment  to 
jewels  and  gold  ornaments  ob-  ourselves,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  as 
tained  by  excavation  at  Kertch  we  were  as  comfortable  as  if  in  a 
is  marvellous,  proving  that  noth-  room.  You  know  I  cannot  sleep 
ing  is  new  under  the  sun  ;  for  in  the  train,  but  he  did  ;  and  1 
the  designs  of  rings,  bracelets,  rested  myself  somehow,  and  do  not 
necklaces,  &c,,  are  absolutely  the  feel  done  up,  though  I  have  already 
t^arae  as  those  now  in  vogue,  seen  a  great  deal  of  Moscow. 
though  executed  in  far  finer  work-  We  are  lodged  in  a  hotel  called 
niansbip.  the  Sabiansky  Bazaar,  in  the  Kitai 

Pelerhotf  and  its  crardens  and  or  Chinese  town.  A  bath  and  a 
park  jire  well  worth  a  visit.  The  good  breakfast,  and  then  we  start- 
palace  is  not  inhabited,  but  re-  ed  to  the  Kremlin  with  an  English 
mains  much  as  it  was  in  Cather-  laquais  de  place,  having  taken  a 
ine's  time,  thous^b  balls  and  parties  carriage  for  the  afternoon.  Un- 
are  occiisionally  given  in  it.  The  luckily  the  weather  has  changed, 
gardens  are  in  the  Yersailles  style,  and  instead  of  the  heat  we  were 
and  tbe  water- works  which  we  saw  told  we  should  experience,  the  cold 
will  bear  t'tr//  favourable  compari-  has  been  intense,  and  we  have  to 
son  with  those  at  Yersailles.  The  take  every  precaution  to  avoid 
j)ark  goes  down  to  the  sea,  and  is  catching  a  chill.  All  attempt  at 
well  laid  out  in  trees,  and  walks,  describing  the  Kremlin  would  fail, 
and  little  lakes.    The  Emperor  and  unless  page  after  page  were  filled 
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with  details  :  old  walls  with  rug-  1812  to  commemorate  the  ezpol- 
ged  and  quaint  parapets,  flanked  sion  of  the  French,  and  has  thiu 
by  towers  at  the  angles,  each  tower  been  seventy  years  in  course  of 
a  truncated  cone  with  grotesque  construction.  Porphyry,  marble^ 
dome  or  minaret ;  ponderous  mosaic,  gold,  and  painting  all  corn- 
gates  which  lead  to  a  vast  area,  bine,  ana  the  general  effect  is  de- 
on  the  summit  of  which  stand  the  lightf ul.  As  for  the  choir,  what 
three  old  churches,  that  of  the  shall  I  say  ?  No  words  can  ez- 
Assumption,  the  Annunciation,  press  the  charm  of  those  long- 
and  the  Archangel  Michael,  the  drawn-out  chords :  every  voice 
Tower  of  Ivan  dominating  all ;  clear  and  distinct,  yet  harmony 
also  on  the  highest  part  of  the  preserved  under  all  conditions,  and 
hill  is  the  great  palace,  ugly  time  absolutely  faultless.  If  our 
^enough  in  its  modem  architec-  choirmasters  were  to  come  here 
ture,  but  really  magnificent  in-  for  a  month's  training,  they  would 
side.  Each  of  these  churches  begin  to  know  what  church  music 
has  five  or  six  domes,  besides  min.  ought  to  be.  In  the  great  dome 
arets  or  turrets  ;  these  are  all  gilt,  is  a  grand  painting  filling  the  whole 
and  glow  in  tlie  sunlight  with  space,  representing  the  First  Person 
marvellous  effect.  The  roofs  of  the  of  the  Trinity,  a  bold  undertaking, 
other  buildings  are  generally  of  a  but,  I  am  bound  to  add,  successfm. 
bright  green,  so  there  is  no  lack  of  We  have  seen  a  fine  collection  of 
colour.  vVe  did  the  three  churches,  the  works  of  Vereschagine,  a  Rus- 
and  noted  well  the  scene  of  the  sian  artist  of  note,  and  are  now 
coronation  of  the  czars,  the  tombs  going  off  to  the  Petroffsky  Palace. 
of  the  saints.     The  whole  history 

of  John   the  Terrible  and  his  son  Sabiansky  Bazaar  Hotel, 

Alexis  comes  beside  one  vividly  as  Moscow,  Sept.  1,  1884. 

one  stands  beside  their  tombs  ;  and        The   weather  has   changed   de- 

every  step  of  the  "  red  "  staircase  eidedly  for  the  worse,  and  to-day 

which  leads   from  the   Church  of  we  have  had  rain  nearly  all  day. 

the  Assumption     to     the    palace.  The  vice-consul  has  been   to   see 

could  tell  a  tale  of  horror  of  the  me,   and  has  accompanied  me   to 

barbaric  interest  which  would  fill  one  or  two  shops.     We  have  bad 

volumes.     The   great  hall    of    St  a  good  look  at  the  treasury,  where 

George  in  the  palace  is  very  grand  there  is  a  most  interesting  coUec- 

in  its  white  simplicity.     Adjoining  tion  of  historical  objects — crowns, 

is  the  hall  of  St  Alexander  ^evsky,  arms,   captured    standards,    plate 

all  gold  ;  and  beyond,  those  of  St  (the  ffift  of  various  foreign  sever- 

Andrew  and  St  Catherine.     Then  eigns),    coronation    chairs,   robes, 

there  is  the  old  part  of  the  palace,  &c. — down  to  the  most  recent  date, 

where  the  Czar  Alexis  lived,  con-  so  that  you  can  behold  in  a  glass 

nected    with    the    more    modem  case   the   coronation  dress  of  the 

part   of  it,  and  full  of   objects  of  present  Emperor  and  Empress.  All 

interest.  Catherine's  il.'s  old  clothes  seem  to 

At  6.30  (Sunday  3l8t)  we  went  have  found  a  home  here,  her  sad- 

to  hear  the  evening  service  at  the  dies  (she  rode  en  cavalier),  and  her 

new  Cathedral  of  St  Sauveur.  This  carriages  and  sleighs.  The  barbaric 

grand   church   has  just  been  com-  splendour  of  the  jewelled  crowns. 

pleted,   and    it  is     certainly    the  is  very  striking,  and  the  venera- 

grandest  modern  sacred  edifice  I  tion   for  personal  relics   of  grea 

have  ever  seen.     Itrwas  begun  in  sovereigns    is  a  noteworthy  trai 
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in  the  Rassian  national  character,  yesterday,  and  therefore  I  baye  not 
Then  we  went  to  the  old  cbnrch  of  broken  the  link  of  our  communica- 
St  Basil,  which  is  more  remarkable  tion  by  any  yery  long  gap. 
for  its  quaint  exterior  than  for  I  am  writing  in  the  yerandah  of 
anything  inside  it ;  then  luncheon  ;  Mr  Evelyn  Hubbard's  yilla,  half- 
and  then,  in  spite  of  the  threaten-  way  between  St  Petersburg  and 
ing  rain,  we  clambered  to  the  top  Peterhoff,  by  whose  inyitation 
of  the  Tower  of  lyan,  and  were  Dayidson  and  I  passed  the  night 
rewarded  by  a  practical  lifting  of  here.  Mr  Hubbard  has  had  to  go  to 
the  clouds  and  the  grandest  pan-  the  city  early  on  business ;  but 
oramic  yiew  of  Moscow.  The  Dayidson  and  I  are  takingit  easy,  as 
churches  are  innumerable,  and  as  we  are  rather  short  of  sleep.  Break- 
their  domes  and  cupolas  are  almost  fast  is  coming,  and  meanwhile  I  am 
always  gilded  or  painted  some  enjoying  a  delightful  blaze  of  mom- 
bright  colour,  the  city  is  as  it  were  ing  sun,  and  looking  forward  to  a 
lighted  up  by  those  bright  spots  spell  of  fine  weather  for  our  jour- 
amid  the  yast  maze  of  green  roofs,  ney  to  Stockholm,  which  begins 
The  Moskowa  riyer  winds  grace-  to-day  at  6  p.  m. — at  which  hour 
fully  through  the  town,  passing  we  are  to  embark  at  the  Nicholas 
close  to  the  foot  of  the  Kremlin  Bridge,  and  gain  our  first  experi- 
Hill ;  but  it  is  a  sluggish  and  ence  of  the  Gulf  of  Finland.  We 
useless  stream,  not  nayigable  for  shall  halt  at  Helsingfors  and  Aboe, 
anything  but  a  wood  barge  or  and  remain  four  or  fiye  hours  at 
fioat.  each  ;  so  we  hope  to  see  much  that 

At  the  foot  of  the  Ivan  Tower  is  interesting  oesides  the  Aland 
lies  the     great    bell — the    broken    Islands. 

piece  being  carefully  prtserved.  And  now  for  my  adventures 
We  passed  out  by  the  arsenal  gate,    yesterday. 

where  are  collected  in  a  long  row  We  had  dined,  as  I  told  you, 
all  the  guns  left  behind  by  and  cap-  with  our  ambassador,  and  then 
tured  from  the  French  in  the  cam-  walked  home  and  gone  to  bed 
paign  of  1812.  about   12.30  ;  and   was  in   a  pro- 

And  thus  our  visit  to  Moscow  found  sleep,  when,  at  3  a.  m.,  a 
closes.  There  is  more  to  be  seen,  soldier  appeared  at  my  bedside 
no  doubt ;  but  we  have  taken  in  as  with  a  note  from  Colonel  Tchitcha- 
much  as  we  can  well  hold.  I  think  koff  to  say  he  had  a  telegram  from 
we  should  have  done  wrong  to  have  Peterhoff,  and  that  the  Empress 
left  Russia  without  seeing  its  would  see  me  at  ten  o'clock  next 
ancient  capital,  so  different  is  it  day  !  As  I  had  to  get  up  and 
in  every  respect  from  St  Peters-  answer  this,  and  then  ponder  as  to 
burg.  whether  my  uniform  had  been  left 

The  railway  journeys  are  so  dis-  by  Rowland  in  complete  order,  you 
tasteful  to  me,  that  I  prefer  the  may  imagine  that  I  did  not  get  much 
idea  of  breaking  them  by  the  trip  more  rest.  By  eight  I  was  dressed 
to  Sweden,  to  that  dreary  fifty  in  full  fig,  and  Tchitchakonff  came 
hours'  train  to  Berlin.  for  me.  We  caught  the  nine  o'clock 

train,  and  were  at  Peterhoff  by  ten. 

LiGOVA,  near  St  Petersburg,    Driving  first  to  the  Chamberlain's 

Sept.  4,  1884.  —Prince  Jean    Galitzin— he  told 

A  letter  written  at  Moscow,  but  me  that  eleven  was  the  hour  for 
hastily  finished  with  a  postscript  reception,  that  a  room  was  ready 
at  St  Petersburg,  was  sent  to  you    for  me,   tea,  Ag.,  &c. ;  and  a  car- 
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riagc,  of  course,  had  been  sent  for  a  letter    to  jpye  or  send  to   the 

me  to  the  station.  Princess  of   Wales,  and   then  she 

The  suite  live   in  pavilions  and  gave  me  her  photograph  ;  and  so  I 

palaces   scattered  in  all  directions  made  my  bow,  kissing  her  hand, 

about    the    park.     The    Emperor  and  receiving  a  very  friendly  shake 

and  Empress    live  at   Alexandrie  from  the  Emperor, — and  so  off  to 

in  a  "  cottage,"  with  garden  and  the  train, 
farm  attached,  and  altogether  very 

little  large'- than  an  English  villa.  ^           ^^uSay,  12  o'Oock. 
They  like  the  retirement  naturally. 

After  tea  and  a  good  toasting  be-  We  hope  to  be  at  Stockholm  in 

fore  a  fire,  for  it  was  cold,  I  drove  two  hours'  time  ;  and  as  there  may 

off  to  the ''  cottage,"  and  found  my-  be  a  difficulty  about  writing  when 

self  with  four  or  five  ministers  and  I   get   ashore,   or,  at  any   rate,  a 

generals   in  a   little     ante-room —  chance  of  my  losing  a  post,  I  write 

they  were  waiting,  I  think,  for  the  while  we  are     steaming  up    this 

Emperor.     I   was    soon  sent  for,  lovely  archipelago,  through  which 

and  most  graciously  received    by  the  latter  part  of  our  journey  has 

her    Majesty     in     her  own   little  lain. 

room,  where,  surrounded  by  flowers  I  sent  you  a  letter  from  Helsing- 

and  pet  dogs,  she  looked  very  nice  fors  on  Friday  night ;  very  likely 

and  homely.     After  a  few  mmutes  you  will  not  get  that  much  before 

she  said,  ''  Pray  come  back  to  luu.  this  arrives,  as  it  had  to  go  round 

cheon  at  one  o'clock,  and  you  will  by  St  Petersburg.     The  weather 

see  the   Emperor."     I    of  course  has  been  most  propitious,  and  the 

bowed   acceptance,    and   went  off  sea  perfectly  calm.     Our   voyage 

with  Tchitchakoff,  who  was  wait-  to  Aboe  lay  through  such  a  multi- 

ing  outside,  to  see  Peter  the  Great's  tude  of  islands  and  rooks,  that  the 

house  and  the  laboratory  for  work-  sight  of  granite  boulders  and  dwarf 

ing  malachite    and  other    stones,  pine-trees  became  at  last  monoton- 

and   so  passed   the  time   till  one,  ous.     Scarce  a  habitation   to     be 

when   I     returned    alone  to     the  seen,   and   those  we  did  see  only 

"  cottage,"  and  found  myself  in  the  the     huts  of  fishermen.     The  eii- 

midstof  the  family  party.  Emperor  trance  to   Aboe,  however,  is  very 

and  Empress  and  all  the  children,  picturesque  ;  and  as  we  closed  in 

Duke  of  Leuchtenberg  (A.  D.  C.  in  on  the  town,  the  estuary  became 

waiting),     IMnce     and     Princess  only  a  narrow  river,  and  wharves 

Obolensky,  and    a   dear  old   lady  and'  quays  and  timber-yards  lined 

whose   name  I    could  not    catch,  its  banks.    lYe  passed   six  hoars 

but  who  talked  to  me  after   lun-  at  Aboe.     So  we  went  ashore  and 

cheon  a  ^reat  deal  about  General  saw  the    old  church,   and   walked 

Gordon,  in  whose  career  she  took  to  some  gardens,   and  visited  the 

much  interest.     Evi»rything  in  the  town,  dining  at  a  nice  little  C€{fe 

arrangements     was     simple      and  on  a  wooded  hill.     The  town  looks 

homely,  and  the  manner  in  which  modest    and  respectable,   and  has 

the  children    behave  to  the  Em-  been  almost  entirely  rebuilt,  since 

peror  and   Empress  quite   perfect,  a  great  fire  which  occurred  in  1827. 

We  talked  of  all  sorts  of  people  Our  party  has  increased  by  one — 

and  places,    from   the  Shah  to  the  3Ir  >*  ordenf eldt,  of  great-gun  cele- 

street-boys  of  London.  Afterwards  brity,  having  joined  us  at  Aboe. 

a  cigarette   in   the   drawing-room  I  knew  him  formerly,  and  he  is  a 

and  a  quiet  chat  with  the  Empress  very  agreeable  man,  besides  being 

about  England.     She  has  sent  me  a    Swede  by  birth,  and  therefore 
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able  to  give  us  all  kind  of  informa-  down,  for  yon  can  hire  them  like 

tion.     I  gather   from   him  that  I  cabs.     I  have  had  a  much-desired 

cannot  possibly  be  in  England  by  tub,  and  we  are  going  to  dine  at  some 

the  10th  without   great  and   un-  gardens  as  the  guest  of  Mr  Norden- 

necessary  fatigue,  so  you  must  not  feldt,  who  seems  to  be  all-powerful 

expect   me   before  the    13th.      If  here.     I  found  your  dear  letter  of 

I   should  be  able  to  reach  home  the  3l8t    awaiting    me,   and    am 

before,   I  will  telegraph   to   you.  quite   at  ease  about  you  all.     Of 

We  shall,  I  hope,  leave  Stockholm  course    I   shall    write  again,  but 

Monday  night,  reach  Copenhagen  not  till  I  get  to  Copenhagen  ;  and 

Tuesday,  leave  Wednesday,  go  to  after  that  I  shall  probably  travel 

Hamburg,  leaving  Hamburg  Friday  nearly  as  fast  as  my  letters. 

morning  for  Flushing,  and  reaching  hotel  d'Anglcterbe,  Copenhagen, 

London  Saturday  morning   early.  Tuesday,  Sept,  9,  1884. 

I  feel  much  rested  by  the  sea-voy-        ,  ^      n  o.     1 1_  i 

age,  though  I  do  not  sleep  sound;       I    wrote    from    Stockholm    on 

tffe  weather  and  doke  far  niente  Sa°^ay.  g'ving  an  account  of  our 

both  serve   to  set  me  to  rights,  prosperous  journey  across  the  Bal-  * 

The  food  is  decent  and  the  !om-  *»°i  »°**  "*»*  '  1*°  announce  wr  1 

pany  mixed.     We  have  a  general,  ^""^^^  J^^^^'f  homewards     We 

an  alderman,'  a  diylomate,%  navai  """'^^  ^f«  ?*  ®w!«/°if  "f  '*•" 

officer,  an  inventor  of  guns  (Nor-  morning,  hayma  left  Stockholm  at 

denfeldt),  a  shooter  of  gunsfDavid-  "^  ^"*  "'S^*'  ^^  ^'^'\  "W^ng- 

son),  a  doctor,  a  lawyer,  a  clergy,  berth,  so  were  comfortable  enougB 

man,  and  a  maker  of  agriculturll  though  the  carnage  shook  a  good 

machinery !     So  there  Ts  no  lack  l**', ,  ^  *™  S"'*^  charmed   with 

of  variety  in  the  subjects  of  our  Stockholm,  and  wonder  much  why 

conversation.       We  left  Aboe  at  ™«r«  P®<>P^«  i<>  °f  go  there  for 

ten  o'clock  last  night,  and  steamed  ^^^"  «""».'"«'"  hohday-the  people 

acrosH,  leaving  the  Aland  Islands  ?"■«  ^  °'f«  »•"?  wholesome-look-  ., 

on   our  riirht,  but  keeping  within  V'^'  *"*^^  '''®?  'f  *  '"'^^  ^-  u"^' 

sight  of  tlu-m  till  we  enttrod  the  <*«'?  =»"•*  contentedness  which  ap- 

Swedish  archipelago.     We  took  in  Pf  >«  ™"f  „    v"^     >.'j^    "f  ' '  1 

forty  horses  d  AVroe,  there  being  a  ^^7  ^"«"^  ^^^  ^ordenfeldt  enter-  .    | 

-real  trade  in  horses  with  Swe.lln.  '*"'f^*  "«  ™y*".y  "^^l'^?  summer-  ■    [ 

garden,  where,  in  addition  to  the  i 

NiocKHOLM,  2M0.  material  advantages  of  a  very  good 

After   II    porfeotly   lovely    pro-  dinner,  we  had  a  Hungarian  band, 

gress    up   the   gulf   and    harbour,  as  well  as  the  band  of  one  of  the 

here    we  are    in    one  uf    the  best  Guard  Regiments.     We  were  in  a 

hotels  I   ever  saw  ;  and  I  do  not  balcony,  and  all  the  bourgeoisie  of 

know  that  I  was  ever  more    im-  Stockholm    were   enjoying    them- 

I>ressed  I>y  the  tirst  appearance  of  selves   below  in    the  garden,  tea- 

a  great  city  than   I   am  as  I  look  drinking  and  beer-drinking,  wives 

out  of  my  window  across  the  river  and  children,  men  and  boys,  and 

or   estuary  at    the  Koyal    Palace,  all  so   well-behaved.     At  the  end 

The  brightest  of  suns,  every  one  of  dinner,  at  a  hint,  I  suspect,  from 

in  Sunday  costume,  steamers  (little  Xordenfeldt,  the  band    struck   up 

ones,   tell    (iladys)    tlying  up   and  *'Kule  Britannia"  and  "  Go<l  save 

^  As  I  ooiT«'ct  this  for  publication  I  am  reminded  that  ''  the  alderman"  was 
my  lani«ni«'(l  friend  tht?  lute  Lord  Mayor,  then  apparently  in  perfect  health, 
and  lookini,'^  forwai-d  to  his  approaching  assumption  of  high  otnce. 


8412  Tfii:  Russian  MiUtary  JfcmfBuvres,  1884.  [June* 

the  Queen,"  and  tlie  jieople  cheered,  The  fine  weather  continueH,  and 

and   I  had  to  stand  up  and  bow.  we  are    much    struck    with    the 

Luckily  it  was  nearly  dark,  for  I  beauty  of  this  old  city.     The  ap- 

felt  rather  like  a  fool.     However,  ]»roach  from   MalniOe,   where  the 

I  insisted  on  sending  a  message  to  railway  ends,  and  where  we   took 

the  bandmaster,  requesting  that  he  ship,  is  very  fine,  though  not  equal 

would  play  the  Swedish  national  to  that  by  which  you  enter  Stock- 

air,  which  by  the  way,  is  a  very  holm  from  the  sea.     At  breakfast 

fine   hymn.      So  there   was  more  I  found  at  the  next  table   to  me 

cheering,  and   we    took  a  lovely  Count   and   Countess   Daniakiold, 

drive  by  'moonlight   through  the  who  recognised  me  first.  We  have 

])ark,  which  is  surrounded  by  the  been  to  the  Thorwaldscn  Museum. 

estuaries  or  fiords.     There  is  some  and  to  the  Antiquities  also,  so  I  am 

fine  timber,   oak  trees  as  well  as  rather  douil  but  we  shall  take  it 

fine  and  good  ilexes,  down  to  the  easy  to-morrow,  as  "we  do  not  start 

water^s  edge.  till  7  p.m.,  and  shall  be  at  Ham- 

Yesterdav  we  saw  the  Museum  burg  I  hope  by  nine  in  the  morning, 

of  Antiquities,  full  of  Scandinavian  and  so  much  nearer  you  and  home. 

relics,  well  arranged  according  to  I  have  ;been  to  the  I^ation  and 

periods,  beginning  with  the  Stone  found  all  your  letters.  Tlie  Vivians 

or  Flint  periods.     There  are  many  are  at  Elsinore.     Lady  Rumbold, 

relics  too,  of  the  time  of  Gusta-  by  the  way,  was  also  absent  from 

vus  Adolphus   and    Charles   XIL  Stockholm.  I  sec  no  reason  why  we 

In  short  we  left  Stockholm  with  should  not  be  in  London  by  Satur- 

a  strong  desire  to  revisit  it.  day  13th,  via  Flushing. 

[In  the  above  letters,  all  reference  to  details  of  professional  criticism 
have  been  necessarily  avoided  ;  but  your  readers,  however  induleent, 
would  be  disappointed  if  I  did  not  allude  to  the  appearance  of  the 
Russian  troops  generally.  At  the  great  camp  at  Krasnoe  Sel6,  which 
corresponds  with  our  Aldershot,  "we  found  56,000  men  of  all  ranks,  of 
whom  at  least  40,000  were  of  the  Guard.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
statelv  and  soldier-like  bearing  of  the  Garth,  d  Ch*val  and  Chevalier 
frarde,  by  which  names  the  Household  Cavalry  are  known.  They  can 
fairly  claim  to  rival  our  Life  Guards.  The  infantry  soldiers  are  of 
large  stature,  are  well  fed  and  CAred  for  in  camp  and  barracks,  and 
their  countenances  give  evidence  of  contentment,  while  discipline  is 
e:isily  maintained.  The  Artillery  can  boast  special  claim  to  notice. 
The  horses,  though  small,  are  swift,  active,  and  callable  of  much  endur- 
ance ;  and  the  gunners  proved  themselves  to  be  highly  instructed,  and 
i-onfident  in  the  value  of  their  rificd  guns.  Xo  ]>ains  were  spared,  no 
details  neglected  ;  and  the  value  of  concentrating  large  bodies  of  troops 
f(»r  occasional  manaMivres  on  a  large  scale,  commended  itself  much  to 
the  minds  of  all  the  foreign  visitors.  From  the  Emperor  we  received 
most  royal  and  gracious  hospitality  ;  and  from  the  officers  generally  we 
e\]ierienced  the  same  unvarving  cordiality,  which  made  us  feel  that  we 
wi'iv  living  amongst  comra<les. 

(iKoKciK  W.  A.  IIh;«;tnson,  Lieut.-General,  C.B.] 
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GLADSTONE  SAGACITY  UNFOLDING. 

Last  month  we  ventured  to  say  story,  condemn  our  Ministers  only 
that  "  Mr  Gladstone's  Administra-  too  forcibly.  We  cannot  afford 
tion  must  avoid  a  war  with  Russia  — no  Power  can  afford — ^to  pass  for 
at  any  price  which  it  may  be  pos-  recreant  and  submissive,  to  pocket 
sible  to  make  this  country  pay  ; "  up  wrongs,  without  even  turning 
also,  that  ''by  the  time  war  is  fairly  as  the  worm  will  turn.  So  to  suf-- 
declared,  he"  (that  is  Mr  Glad-  fer  must  in  the  end  bring  far  worse 
stone)  ''  will  have  been  tricked  and  calamity  than  resistance  would 
bullied  out  of  more  than  the  whole  have  brought — even  than  unsuo- 
stake  originally  contended  for."  ^  cessf ul  war.  The  experience  of  all 
These  predictions  have  not  waited  ages  of  the  world  upholds  this  con- 
long  for  their  fulfilment.  Already  tention,  let  sects  or  sophists  prat- 
the  nation  has  been  called  upon  to  tie  as  they  will, 
pay  in  money,  to  pay  in  territory.  It  is  quite  admitted  that  when 
and  (what  is  far  more  grievous)  to  the  matter  in  dispute  may  be 
pay  in  honour — and  for  what  ?  for  trifling,  when  the  quarrel  may  be 
anything  that  we  have  enjoyed,  for  on  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair,  when 
anything  that  we  have  acquired,  by  yielding  a  point  of  minor  im- 
for  anything  even  that  we  may  portance  war  may  be  averted  and 
have  said  or  done  ?  For  none  of  peace  secured,  then  it  is  wise  and 
these  things  ;  we  have  paid  simply  generous  to  bear  something  more 
for  the  indulgence  which  prisoners  than  is  our  due,  to  smother  some 
before  the  judges  call  "  a  long  day"  not  unreasonable  complaint  of  ours,. 
-T-f  or  the  permission  to  sneak  in  rather  than  seek  redress  by  arms* 
servile  quiet  through  a  few  months,  But  the  predicament  in  which  the 
until  it  shall  please  our  assailant  British  Empire  at  present  stands  is 
to  make  fresli  deuiaiids,  and  to  in  no  respect  one  for  a  high-minded 
make  us  pay  afresli  for  his  acqui-  and  generous  forbearance.  The 
sitions.  After  all  the  loss  and  Empire  has  been  subjected  to  gross 
humiliation  to  which  we  have  sub-  insult.  The  particular  grievance 
mitted,  our  ]»()sitioii  is  morally  and  by  which  we  have  been  last  morti- 
materially  far  worse  than  it  was  a  fied  is  only  one  in  a  long  series  of 
few  weeks  since.  We  have  given  such,  all  menacing  to  our  posses- 
up  what  no  .sensitive  nation  could  sions,  all  ruinous  to  our  reputa- 
]>0S8ibly  have  yielded,  and  we  have  tion.  The  breach  of  a  "sacred 
made  that  which  remains  to  us  covenant "  to  which  we  have  just 
immeasurably  less  secure  than  it  submitted  is  only  the  last  of  a  long 
was  before.  line  of  wrongs, — only  a  crowning 

Our  disgrace  has  been  patent  to  perfidy  to  those  by    which  Khiva, 

the  civilisc'd  world.     We  liave  suf-  Merv,  and  Saraks   were   occujMed 

fered  in  oj»inion   most   injuriously,  by  our   shameless  foe.     We  must 

perhaps  fatally.     The  {»apers  pub-  look  at  the  whole  schedule  of  the 

lished  on  ir>th    may,  though  they  offences  against  us  before  we  pro- 

<lo  not  show   the  whole,  and  pro-  nounce  upon  the  magnitude  of  the 

bably  not  the   worst,  part  of  the  question.  We  must  remember  that,. 


1  Vide  '  BlackwrxMl's  Ma;razine' for  last  montli — Art.,  "Curiosities  of  Poli- 
tics," station,   "  Th<'  Ministry  or  the  Countr}' :  which  shall  we  Save  ?  " 
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only  a  few  inoDths  since,  we,  ao-  lookedon  and  seen  our  degradation, 
cording  to  an  arrangement  duly  How  then  can  we  induce  her  to 
made  with  Russia,  sent  a  com  mis-  leave  us  and  our  ally  in  peace? 
sioner  to  define,  in  conjunction  Only  by  making  her  respect  us ; 
with  another  commissioner  whom  only  by  so  bearing  ourselves  that 
Russia  undertook  to  send,  the  she  may  dread  to  invade  our  rights, 
northern  boundary  of  Afghanistan;  or  to  sully  our  honour.  God  forbid 
that  the  Russian  commissioner  has  that  we  should  speak  of  war  as  a 
to  this  day  never  appeared  upon  state  to  be  lightly  entered  into. 
the  ground,  though  his  British  But  much  as  war  is  to  be  depre- 
compeer  waited  months  for  him  ;  cated,  there  are  calamities  to  which 
that  the  delay  thus  caused  was  even  war  is  a  preferable  altema- 
•used  by  Russia  for  bringing  up  tive.  Let  us  remember  too,  that, 
troops,  and  for  partly  seizing  and  humble  ourselves  as  we  may,  it 
for  laying  claim  to  a  frontier  line  does  not  rest  with  us  to  say  for 
encroachmg  farther  upon  Afghan  how  long  war  may  be  averted.  The 
territory  than  any  that  had  formerly  enemy,  when  tired  with  amusing 
been  in  dispute.  All  this,  and  not  himself  at  our  terrors  and  oar 
one  or  even  two  articles  in  the  list  crouchings,  will  probably  decide  to 
•of  our  complaints,  must  be  taken  exercise  us  with  a  little  blood- 
in  to  account  in  judging  what  the  letting,  and  who  is  to  say  him 
real  ground  of  quarrel  has  been,  nay? 

It  can  be  no  accident,  no  inad-  But  the  affair  is  not  one  (as  we 
vertence  by  which  we  have  been  have  hitherto  been  considering  it) 
affronted,  for  there  is  evidence  that  which  affects  only  Russia  and  the 
a  fixed  and  cunning  scheme  of  British  Empire.  The  States  of 
overreaching  and  jostling  us  has  Europe  witnessing  our  unreadi- 
for  years  been  adhered  to  with  de-  ness  to  defend  our  own,  will  they 
liberate  persistency.  To  pass  over  not  show  in  their  behaviour  to  us 
what  has  been  done  is  to  invite  the  disrespect  which  they  cannot 
farther  and  deeper  indignity ;  to  but  feel  ?  And  India  in  all  her 
let  the  enemy  enjoy  the  fruit  of  borders  must  be  influenced  by  the 
his  domineering,  is  to  suffer  serious  conduct  of  the  Home  Government 
material  damage,  as  well  as  to  in-  at  this  time — that  is  a  capital  con- 
cur merited  dishonour;  to  make  an  cern. 

agreement   with  him  while  he  has  We  possess  and  rule  India  by 

made  no  admission   or  retraction  opinion.     The     natives,    of    what 

of  his  outrage,  is  simple  fatuity.  class    or    religion     soever,     have 

For  where  is  the  sane  man  who  learned  to  believe,  and  to  tremble 

can   believe  that,   after  what  has  as  they  think  of   it,  that  the  arm 

happened,  any  compact  Jor  treaty  of  Britain  stretches  powerfully  into 

w^hich  she  may  sign  will  withhold  Asia,  and  that  it  is  as  swift  and  as 

Russia  from  seizing  more  of  Afghan  certain    as    it   is    strong.     Surely 

territory  whenever  she  may  find  it  no  oriental   has  hitherto  joined  in 

convenient  to  do  so  ?     Her  word  the  same  thought  the  ideas  of  Bri- 

and  her  honour  have,   in   this  re-  tain  and  vacillation,  or  of  Britain 

spect,  been  broken  repeatedly;  and  and  paltroonery.     From  the  days 

there  is  every    reason    to   expect  of  Clive  to  those    of   Clyde,  the 

that  she   will   readily  break  tnem  natives   of    Hindustan  have  been 

again.     She  has  laughed  at  us —  taught  in  a  school  which  associates 

treated  us  with  derision  as  well  as  the  British  name  with  determina- 

violenoe  ;  and  all  the  nations  have  tion  and  energy,  never  failing  on 
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occasion,  and  rising  to  the  heroic  the  same  as  if  we  were  faint-heart- 
where  need  is.  The  prompt  and  ed  until  we  do  something  to  con- 
warlike  spirit  it  is  to  which  India  vince  the  world  that  our  reluctance 
submits.  Can  it  then  be  matter  to  fight  proceeded  from  policy 
of  surprise  that  the  conduct  of  our  only. 

Government  in  this  contention  has  It  would  thus   appear  that   our 

filled  all  the  British  in  India  with  position  is  already  pitiable  indeed, 

apprehension  and  dismay  ?    They  and  that  our  future  is  likely  to  be 

understand  the   native  mind   full  lower  than  our  present  state, 

well,  and  perceive  only  too   pain-  "  But  what,"  say  the  apologists 

fully  the  change  which  must  come  of  the  Government,  "is  to  happen 

over  it  when  this  chapter  of  shame  if  it  prove  that  we  have  been   de- 

and  effeminacy  shall  have  wrought  manain^  a  frontier  which  the  Af. 

its   full   effect   on   it.     If  Britain  ghans  themselves  do  not    care  to* 

declines  to  make  a  stand   against  have  secured   to  them  ?    To  this 

Russia,  if  the  virtue  is  gone  out  of  we    answer    that    we  shall    then 

her,  is  it  certain  that   she   would  have  another  testimony  to  the  in- 

oppose  a  prompt  and  effectual  check  capacity  and  negligence  of  our  Gk)Y. 

to  rebellion  in  India  ?    She  is  weak  emment,  but  nothing  that  in  the 

in  numbers  there  :  if  she  be  want-  smallest   degree  lessens   the  inso- 

ing,  too,  in  confidence  and  courage,  lence  of  Russia's  conduct  towards- 

her  rule   may  be   subverted.     At  us.     If    the  Ameer  were  to  say 

any  rate,   another  rising   may  be  that  he  would  give  up  the  whole  of 

thought  worth  the  trial,  now  that  Afghanistan,   that  would   neither 

there  is  some  reason  to  think  her  atone  for  past  insults  accumulated 

craven.  upon  us,  nor  put  an  end   to  our- 

Neither  is  our  love   of    peace  demand  that  Russia  should   keep 

likely    to    procure    peace  for    us  her  distance.     We  are  parties  to 

among  our  neighbours  in   Europe,  this  dispute,  not  simply   that   the 

The  power  that  is  known   to  have  Ameer  may  be  satisfied,   but  that 

declined   to  defend  her  own   when  the  way   into  British   India   may 

set  upon,    is  sure   to   have   plenty  be   barred.     Though     the    Ameer 

of  disturbance.     Small   as  well   as  should    be    content    to    yield     to 

great  will  molest  her,  and   try   to  Russia  positions,  the  possession  of 

win  reputation,  if  not  material  ad-  which  by  her  would  facilitate  her 

vantage,  at  her  expense.     "  When  invasion  of  British  India,   we  can- 

a  warre-like   State,'  says   Bacon,  not    allow    the     concession.     We 

"  growes  soft  and  effeminate,  they  have  something    much   more   im- 

may  be  sure  of  a  warre.     For  com-  portant  than  the   Ameer  to   think 

monly  sueh  States  are  growne  rich,  of,  though,  at  the  same   time     we 

in  the  time  of  their  degenerating;  should  be  found    ready  to   do   our 

and    so    the   prey    inviteth,     and  duty  by  him  as  long    as  he   stands 

their  decav  in  valour    encourageth  faithfully  by  us. 

a  warre."  ^  Without     holding     the     nation 

Kvcii  if  it  be  true  (as  some  have  guiltless  as  to   the    weakness   and 

advanced  in  our  defence)    that   we  the  low  esteem  into  which  we  have 

accept  tlie    insults    of    Russia   be-  fallen,  we  may  yet  lay  the  blame 

cause   we   are    at    present    unpre-  of  it  all  in  the  hrst  degree  on   Mr 

pared  to  cope  with  a  great  Power,    Gladstone.     We  accuse  him 

yet  our  reputation  will  sutler   just  1.  Of  having  by  his  former  for- 


'  H.'n'onV  Kssay,  "Of  Vicissitude  of  Thin/ors/* 
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eign  policy  since  1880  so  tarnished  As  to  the  second  count,  it  is 
the  name  and  fame  of  the  British  most  grave,  and  its  importance  tu 
Empire,  and  of  having  so  embar-  the  nation  can  hardly  be  over- 
rassed  the  Empire  by  feeble  and  rated.  Lord  Beaconsfield's  Gov- 
meaiiingless  campaigns  in  Egypt,  ernment  had  certainly  been  alarmed 
as  t(»  have  made  ready  for,  and  at  the  rapid  advance  being  made 
invited,  the  injurious  action  of  by  Russia  towards  Afghanistan. 
Russia.  It  had  projected  for  us  a  military 
*2.  Of  having,  in  spite  of  the  station  at  Candahar,  and  bad  corn- 
plainest  warnings  of  what  was  menced  a  railway  to  connect  that 
coming,  neglected  to  take  effectual  station  with  British  India»  the  in- 
steps, durinp:  the  last  five  years,  tention  being,  of  course,  to  lie 
for  defending  the  north-west  within  supporting  distance  of 
boundary  of  British  India  ;  and  of  Herat,  which  is  considered  by  oar 
having  cancelled  or  destroyed  the  greatest  strategists  to  be  the  key 
provisions  for  defence  which  had  of  Hindustan.  Had  the  intentions 
been  made  by  the  Government  of  the  late  Government  been  car- 
which  preceded  his.  ried  out,  the  crisis   which  has  just 

3.  Of  having,  since  he  first  ad-  occurred  with  Russia  would  nave 
mitted  that  the  advance  of  Russia  been  rendered  improbable,  or,  if  it 
in  Central  Asia  called  for  interfer-  had  occurred,  would  have  found 
ence  by  our  Government,  suffered  Great  Britain,  and  not  Russia,  on 
himself  to  be  tricked  out  of,  or  the  ground  of  vantage.  But  what 
rudely  driven  from,  positions  wliich  did  Mr  Gladstone  do  as  soon  as  he 
had  been  taken  up  in  defence  of  had  displaced  Lord  Beaconafield 
British  rights  ana  honour,  and  and  obtained  possession  of  power  ? 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  He  gave  up  Candahar  to  the 
maintained.  Afghans  ;  he  withdrew  our  forces  to 

4.  Of  having  scandalously  de-  the  Indus;  he  stopped  the  construc- 
ceived  the  country  by  a  speech  tion  of  the  railway,  and  sold  the 
made  in  Parliament,  whereby  he  rails  which  had  been  provided.  This 
made  it  appear  that  he  was  about  proceeding,  as  one  would  think, 
to  make  a  determined  stand  against  must  have  been  the  prodact  of 
the  encroachments  and  affronts  of  either  treason  or  dementia !  Many 
Russia,  yet  having  in  the  event  motives  have  been  assigned  for  it ; 
made  no  stand  at  all,  but  having  but  the  excuse  which  Mr  Glad- 
made  a  complete  surrender  to  the  stone's  friends  would  probably 
enemy.  make  for  him  is,  that  he  was  an- 

5.  Of  having  obtained  from  Par-  able  to  comprehend  the  extent  and 
liament  a  vote  of  eleven  millions  of  proximity  of  the  danger — a  view 
money  by  false  pretences,  as  shown  which  is  supported  by  the  words 
in  article  4.  of  Mr  Gladstone's  own  mouth,  who 

The  things  brought  to  Mr  Glad-  said  in  1879,  "I  have  no  fear   my- 

8t one's  charge    in  the   first    article  self  of  the  territorial  extensions  of 

have    been    often    discussed    and  Russia — no  fear  of  them  whatever, 

proved    in   this   ^lagazine.     They  I  think    such   fears   are  only   old 

are  matters  of  notorietv,  and  need  women's  fears."  *     Allowing  then, 

not,  it  is  presumed,  be  investigated  for  a  moment,  that  this  shows  the 

at  present.  real  reason  of  Mr  Gladstone's   in- 

MVr  give  this  (luotation  on  the  authority  of  Colonel  Malleson.  Lord  R. 
Churchill  likewise  spoke  of  the  saying  at  Pfiddingtou  on  6th  May. 
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eeiiBibility  to  s  moat  mfrnacing  wtioae  alhnnce  wan  eought  by  all 
dinger,  and  that  he  wia  incapable  the  nations  !  Vet  so  it  is.  We 
of  understandingthe  relatiTe  posi-  are  avoided  ;  and  through  mo«t 
tions  of  the  two  Powera  in  Central  erring  guidance  wo  are  continually 
Asia,  what  a  demonstration  does  it  embroiled  in  some  dispute  or  other, 
give  ns  of  bis  sagadity  aa  a  Htatea-  Our  late  acceptance  of  iii§ult  and 
man,  and  of  faia  fitness  to  be  In-  wrong  wilt  encourage  our  neigk- 
trusted  with  the  interesU  and  re-  boura  to  peck  at  uh.  We  snail 
sonroee  of  this  great  oonotry  !  have  disputing  enough  ;  and  prob- 
Bnt  Mr  Gladstone  does  not,  as  ably  senons  losses  and  biimiliattons 
is  well  known,  always  mean  what  are  in  store  for  ua  unless  we  put 
he  says.  He  may  have  had  many  our  affairs  into  more  trustworthy 
reasons  other  than  disbelief  in  tlie  hands.  Mr  Gladstone  shouted 
danger  for  making  light  of  Russia's  "hands  ofF"  to  Austria,  who  has 
advance  and  her  threatening  line  never  given  any  evidence  of  why 
of  movements.  CertMn  it  is  that,  she  was  so  rudely  called  to  order  ; 
moved  by  some  perveneness  or  while  to  Russia  he  gave  no  word 
otbflr,  he  did  n^leot,  and  has  of  caution,  and  yet  it  was  in  the 
n^eoted,  to  make  provision  for  enforcement  of  palpable  robberies 
<tar  safety  and  sapreraaey  on  the  that  Russia  has  just  been  holding 
north-western  frontier  of  our  him  "  in  chancery." 
Indian  empire  ;  and  ^t  the  qaar-  The  third  article  requires  no 
rel  which  has  so  nearlr  plunged  proof  ;  only  a  statement  of  facta 
ns  in  a  horrid  war,  whioh  baa  so  that  are  notorious  and  are  not  de- 
severelv  taxed  onr  reaontoes,  and  nied  on  eilber  side — namely,  thai 
whioh  baa  defaced  onr  honour,  is  oor  commissioner  waited  many 
entirely  dae  to  bis  nnfitneas  for  months  in  vain  for  the  Russian 
bis  position.  It  moat  be  ae  plain  commissioner,  who  was,  aooordiuj^ 
OOW  to  the  nndflntandinff  as  any  to  arrangement  agreed  to  by  the 
part  of  the  fntnre  can  oe,  that  Russian  Government,  to  meet  him  ; 
onr  peace  and  onr  posaeasions  that  an  agreement  concerning  the 
are  not  safe  from  day  to  day  line  of  froutier^,i)tas  .broken,  or,  as 
while  he  remains  Prime  Minister.  Mr  <Ha3stone  put  it, "  «aia-&ll6*l'ed 
Though  the  quarrel  with  Russia '  to  lapse  " ;  that  a  second  agreement 
has  been  the  most  alarming  of  his  was  not  only  not  observed,  but 
quarrels,  it  has  been  by  no  means  in  place  of  observing  it,  the  Rus- 
the  only  one  ;  and  aasuredly,  if  he  sian  troops  advanced,  attacked  and 
should  remain  in  office,  it  ttIII  not  defeated  our  allies,  obliged  our 
be  the  last.  He  has  shown  a  commissioner  to  decamp  precipi- 
genius  for  getting  into  hot  water  tately,  and  seixed  upon  a  boundary 
with  foreign  States,  which  has  in  advance  of  any  that  had  previ- 
distinguished  him  throogfaout  his  ously  been  in  question  —  which 
administration  ;  and  this  in  face  boundary,  so  audaciously  and  un- 
of  his  oft-vaunted  doctrine  about  fairly  arrived  at,  they  have  been 
"  the  concert  of  Europe,**  which  allowed  to  retain.  These  facts 
sounds  much  liko  a  sarcasm  now,  fully  suatain  the  accusation  that 
The  '"  crisis  "  bca  shown  that  we  our  Minister  has  been  tricked  out 
have  not  a  single  ally  to  stand  by  of,  or  driven  from,  positions  whioh 
us.  And  this  Is  the  case  to  wb  ion  it  was  his  duty  to  have  main- 
Britain  has  been  brought  by  Mr  tained. 

Gladstone — Britain   who   used  to  We    come  now   to   the  fourth 

lead  in  the  councils  of  Europe,  and  charge  concerning  Mr  Gladstone's 
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celebrated  war  speech,  by  which  have  to  lament.  His  folly  with 
be  persuaded  the  Parliament  and  regard  to  the  Transvaal  emboldened 
the  country  that  he  had  screwed  Arabi  to  try  his  luck  in  Egypt. 
l)is  courage  to  the  sticking-place,  His  feeble  and  unmeening  vacilla- 
and  that  he  really  meant  to  make  tions  in  Egypt  convinced  Russia 
a  stand  for  the  honour  of  the  na-  that  the  time  had  come  for  making 
tion.  If  his  words  did  not  abso-  her  spring  in  India.  And  she  was 
Intely  declare  that  he  would  have  right.  Every  year  that  he  remains 
war  before  surrender,  his  tones,  in  power  this  country  becomes  in- 
his  manner,  his  general  language,  volved  in  more  serious  complica- 
were  calculated  to  convey  the  idea  tions.  We  cannot  predict  what 
that  he  would  at  length  be  firm  the  next  "  affair  of  dishonour "  may 
and  loyal  on  our  behalf.  The  be,  but,according  to  the  law  which 
sequel  of  this  great  display  shows  has  hitherto  prescribed  his  course, 
that  the  whole  object  of  it  was  to  it  will  be  more  damaging  and  more 
procure  a  money  vote  ;  that  he  dangerous  than  even  nis  retreat 
never  for  a  moment  intended  to  before  Russia.  And  this  is  a  con- 
make  a  stand  for  us ;  that  the  sideration  which  intimately  con- 
House  of  Commons  was  treated  cerns  the  country.  It  may  either 
to  a  studied  piece  of  hypocrisy;  wait  supinely  for  his  next  difficultyy 
and  that,  once  he  had  obtamed  the  or  it  may  relieve  itself  of  these 
vote  which  he  desired,he  proceeded  alarms  by  simply  turning  him  out. 
to  surrender  every  point  in  dis-  Which  will  it  ao  ?  On  the  attitude 
pnte.  His  "  prave  'orts  "  produced  of  our  countrymen  we  propose  now 
a  momentary  effect ;  but,  instead  to  say  a  few  words, 
of  their  being  followed  by  brave  The  betrayal  of  our  interests  by 
acts,  the  next  utterance  to  the  Mr  Gladstone's  Government  may 
Russian  was,  "  Quiet  thy  cudgel ;  be  accounted  for  ;  but  it  is  very 
thou  dost  see  I  eat."  Possibly  hard  to  understand  how  the  country 
there  may  come,  if  some  tempo-  while  knowing  how  unworthily  the 
rary  purpose  demand  it,  yet  ano-  Ministers  of  the  Crown  were  acting, 
ther  change  o{  his  mood,  when  we  should  have  remained  so  patient, 
raj^v  U^Ar-^  the  awFul  Uirealy  -'!  AH  llie  people  could,  if  they  had  so* 
hell  shall  stir  for  this  !  "  pleased,  have  made  their  voices 
No  one  in  the  whole  country,  as  heard  in  prohibition  of  the  das- 
we  believe,  doubts  that  the  eleven  tardly  retreat  that  was  made  be- 
millions  of  money  were  voted  by  fore  'the  overbearing  audacity  of 
Parliament  under  the  strong, de-  Russia,  and  they  have  chosen  to- 
lusion,   created  bv  ^Ir  Gladstone,  remain   passive.      While    such    is 


our   were   thrown  over   after   the  but     they     Lave    lost   reputation. 

vote  was  secured.     If  ever  money  They  have  commenced  to   retreat 

was   obtained  on    false   pretences  before  the  most  grasping  and  un- 

this  vote  (tf  eleven  millions  was  so  scrupulous  Powtrof  modern  times; 

obtaiiu'd.     IVIr  Gladstone  raised  a  and   every   backA^ard    step  which 

false  belief  and  benefited  by  it  :  he  they  may  take  will  make  the  effort 

knows  that  he  did  so.          '  of  facing  round  ^igaiii  and   with- 

We  have  not    the    least  doubt  standing  the  enenr-y  more  difficult, 

that  he  is  the  main  cause  of  the  The   leaps  and   bounds  by    which 

losses  and  troubles  over  which  we  Russia  has  been  8«lvancing  of  late 
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years  have  been  so  gigantic  as  to  straitened  in  finding  posts  for 
outstrip  the  calculations  of  even  them?  Besides  this,  we  have 
the  most  apprehensive  observers  enormous  property  in  India,  as 
of  her  progress.  It  may  be  with  railroads,  docks,  harbours,  forts, 
the  utmost  confidence  predicted  all  of  which  will  be  torn  from  us 
that  she  will  make  a  fresh  seizure  with  the  soil  in  which  they  have 
within  a  few  months,  if  not  weeks,  been  constructed. 
And  we  have  not'only  declined  the  And  probably  the  loss  of  India 
combat  for  the  present,  but  we  are  will  not  be  our  only  loss.  A  na- 
making  no  adequate  preparation  tion  which  evinces  an  unreadiness 
for  defending  ourselves  at  a  future  to  defend  its  possessions  is  sure  to 
time.  bo  attacked  :  it  is  the  hug  of  the 
Of  course,  if  the  great  body  of  bear  to-day,  but  it  will  be  the  heels 
our  countrymen  would  rather  lose  of  the  ass  anon  ;  and  with  so  many 
India  than  strike  a  blow  in  its  de-  outlying  dependencies  as  appertain 
fence,  it  is  a  waste  of  words  to  say  to  us,  it  will  be  strange  if  we 
more  on  the  subject :  India  must  are  left  to  own  them  in  peace.  If 
so.  But  it  would  be  well  if,  be-  we  are  too  apathetic  to  defend 
fore  folding  the  hands  and  resign-  them,  there  are  poor  and  rising 
ing  themselves  to  such  a  surrender,  peoples,  vigorous  and  enterprising 
they  should  reflect  upon  the  conse-  as  Britons  once  were,  who  win 
quences  of  it.  The  contraction  of  make  no  scruple  of  taking  them . 
an  empire  like  ours  cannot  but  be  from  our  keepmg.  Our  good  neigh- 
accompanied  by  severe  impoverish-  hours  will  take  care  that  we  are 
ment  and  depression  in  the  United  not  burdened  with  properties  for 
Kingdom.  We  have  almost  ceased  the  retention  of  which  we  do  not 
to  be  agricultural,  and  we  have  be-  think  it  worth  while  to  raise  a 
come  a  manufacturing  and  a  trad-  finger. 

ing  people.     The  closing  to  us  of  a  The  people  should  lay  to  heart 

great  mart,  and  of  a  field  in  which  the   truth  that,  independently  of 

a  huge   section   of   our   race  has  the  great  calamities  which  inevi- 

hitherto  found  employment,  even  tably  follow  pusillanimous  policy  ^ 

though  it  come  by  degrees,  must  poltroonery  is  in  itself  expensive, 

prove  a  fearful  calamity,  and  one  The  country  is  being  heavily  taxed 

which  will  for  years  go  on  increas-  this  year — partly,no  doubt,to  meet 

ing.     The  aspiration  of  our  peo-  Egyptian  expenses  ;  but  in  a  great 

pie    at  home,    especially    of    our  degree,   as    Ministers     themselves 

mdustrial  classes,  is  manifestly  at  admit,   on  account  of  the  dispute 

present  to  become  richer,  and  to  with   Russia.     Now  we  have   not 

enjoy  more  of  the  comforts  of  life:  gone  to  war  with  Russia  ;  we  have 

how  would  the  straitening  of  em-  surrendered  to  Russia  all  that  was 

ployment  and  the  loss  of  national  in   dispute  ;  for  what  then,   have 

wealth  sort  with  this  ?  How  many  we  paid   the  money  ?    The  only 

thousands   of  us,  in   each    genera-  possible  answer  is  that,  badlv  as 

tion,  obtain    occupation   in   India  we  have  fared  in  the  negotiation, 

itself  !     These  would  find  little  or  we  should  have  fared  much  worse 

no  outlet  in    that   direction,  once  if  we  had  not  made  some  pretence 

that  India  »bould   be  subject  to  a  of  arming.     We  pay  for  this  pre- 

foreign  Power.  Our  employes,  civil  tence.      So  that   we    have  proof 

and  military,  would  be  thrown  on  brought  to  the  door  of  every   tax- 

the  world  in  large  numbers  in  such  payer  that  dishonourable  surrender 

a  case,   and   how    should    we   be  does  not  even  answer  the  sordid 
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purpose  which  its  advocates  de-  for  wars  and  rumors  of  wars, 
<5lare  that  it  will  effect  We  do  and  the  shadow  of  a  bloody  war 
not  save  our  pockets.  We  do  not  is  still  upon  us.  Thus  is  pat  the 
pursue  industry  and  commerce  last  toucn  of  ridicule  to  the  picture 
without  detriment.  For  all  our  of  peace  and  light  burdens  which 
operations  are  in  a  degree  paralysed  it  was  the  mission  of  this  evan- 
by  the  heav}'^  public  burdens  to  gelical  Administration  to  bestow 
which  we  are  subjected.  Be  it  on  us  !  It  is  impossible  but  that 
remembered,  too,  that  the  dispute  in  time  the  money  drain  mast 
with  Russia  is  not  settled  :  it  may  cause  a  change  in  the  public  sen- 
reopen  again  at  any  moment,  and  timent ;  but  we  woaia  like  the 
then  the  money  we  have  spent  change  to  come  before  the  drain 
will  be  seen  to  have  been  utterly  has  advanced  further.  It  is  far 
wasted.  more   satisfactory    ^to    save    the 

Britain  has  rarely  been  so  friend-  money  than   to    avenge    the    loss 

less  as  she  is  at  present.     A  stout  of  it. 

ally  might  have  made  our  position  Flattering  tales  are  pleasant  to 
with  regard  to  Russia  far  more  listen  to.  Conservatives  will  not 
favourable  than  it  is,  notwithstand-  tell  flattering  tales,  the  trath  of 
ing  our  unreadiness  to  fight.  But  which  they  cannot  certainly  war- 
no  nation  stands  by  us.  And  this  rant.  Therefore  they  are  pat  aside 
desolation  is  clearly  owing  to  the  for  men  who  will  recklessly  pro- 
incapacity  of  our  Government,  phesy  smooth  things.  Bat  thia  is 
which  has  managed  to  alienate  all  a  time  for  judging  sensibly  of  anch 
Europe.  matters.    Are  flattering  tales,  sach 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  Mr  Gladstone  invented  by  the 

and  few   persons,  as   we   believe,  volume  at  Mid-Lothian,  worth  the 

will  be  found  ready  to  deny,  that  price  which  we  now  find  that  we 

if    we    had   had    a    Conservative  have  to  pay   for  them?    That  is 

Government,  the  complication  with  for  the  country  to  decide  ;  bat  we 

Russia  would  never   have  arisen,  should  say  that  the  tales  are  dear 

The  question,  whose  shadow  was  at  the  money. 

cast  lon^  before,  would  have  been  Neither  are  we  the  only  persons 

Erovided  against  and  disposed   of  who  so  think.     It  is  plain  that  the 

efore  collision  was  immment ;  a  friends  of  the  Administration   see 

firm  tone  would  have  been  main-  how   little  claim  it  has  left  upon 

tained  by  our   Cabinet  from  the  the  confidence  of  the  country,  for 

first ;  there  would  have    been   no  they  have  altered  the  tone  of  their 

threat  of  war,  for  the  enemy  would  platform  oratory.  They  have  ceased 

have  understood  that  we  were  not  to  trumpet  the  merits  of  the  trebly 

to  be  trifled  with  ;  and  there  would  convicted  Cabinet — ceased,  indeed, 

have  been  nothing  to  pay.     What,  to  saj^  much  of  the  Cabinet  at  all ; 

then,  is  the  advantage  of  having  but,  instead  of  the  old  boasts  and 

at  the  head  of  affairs  Mr  Gladstone  promises,  the^  tell  us  that  a  Liberal 

and  his  diversely  minded  Cabinet  ?  Government  is  the  onlypossible  one 

We  should  like  very  much  to  un-  — meaning,  we  opine,  that  the  Con- 

derstand   what     the  people    have  servative  party  is  too  much  divided 

gained  by  setting  up  thisMinistry.  to  be  able  to  govern  at  alL     Now 

The  question  has  been  asked  before  this  is  mere  nonsense.     There  is, 

in  this  Magazine,  but  not  amid  the  properly  speaking,  no  difference  of 

same  circumstances.     For  we  have  opinion  among  Conservatives  as  to 

at   length  to    pay  eleven  millions  how   the  country  should   be  gov- 


proyct  «f  tbe  fmt%j  m*^  eaUal  tmA  the  dflcnm  of  At  B«t 
to  oSee  drm  mtanr.  Omr  t«.  of  ConBoas  ;  aad  k«  jtkw  oC  ih* 
«nMS  will  pcRcare  tfcat  k  w  abaol-  VtiiiT  whirh  mi j  irw  nhjf  if iwrtk 
vtdr  aeeeMBry  toycvfMreBaeeaad  to-dar  i>  AreedT  dHUBda4&«a 
EBe«f  wsmonvboKijMMnto  tfaa  lieMM  <<  Mr  OhiiwwwTi  ow» 
their  ^MM  bT~ud-br;«idlk7  bwadt  A«  air  J«ka  FOnb*  m4 
win  atait  to  tiMr  man  innn^te  to  Mm(«  Gom :  **  If  ifccw  »■»- 
nnmrifa  tbe  jiwgii  ipiiniii  who  anv  becone  ■■  mat,  be  vst  s  (ool 
hmtm  afacalf  woa  their  apsn  aad  thu  uagte  then  to  vi." 
proved  thineelfn  wocthT  o(  Ugh  Tlie  people  «M  MrfoshudlT  MS 
tnet.  Onee  thej-  are  wAamei  to  m  moo  W  the  auMOadMC  ol kCun, 
fHaa  «■  well  ae  to  fight, —x  rinig  whin  ie  rwBta* 
peliti—  wiH.  w«  dosbc  not,  erinoe  ■■  U  hoBe,  and  li  .  ^ 
BO  sTaiptaai  of  dinaum.  Tbepar^  the  noat  gaJKag  ■mb 
win  Deieady  wheaererthe  oovatiy  oAer  natioas.  ^IW  drttvmaee 
■M  call  m  h.  raiU    with    ihftaH'fcL     If    Uwy 

Mr  GladMooe'eiroablea  rendered  will  not  rooM  thcouelns  to  the 
him  a  Imie  fretfal  on  the  ISth  effort  aaocewy  for  dupUciBj;  the 
Mmj,  and  his  hnmoor  disefaar^ed  nusohteroos  men  who  an  caosisg 
iiacdf  IB  wmh  at  the  iiit«rni(Hioi»  all  tbii  ahaoie  and  losa,  ih«j 
and  indieatioBi  of  fedin^  eoraing  mar  relr  on  it  that  caluaitieK, 
froB  the  Oppogtion.  U  it  fo*-  tat  greater  than  we  hare  ret 
■Me  that  Mr  Gladstone  eaa  have  had  to  bear,  will  be  oor  portjon 
forgotten  the  bebaTioar  pnctiied  in  the  time  which  is  sbonlv  to 
bjr  the  great  Liberal  paitj   when    come. 


nasH  mtLnro.— 188S. 

TwAft  different  in  Fortr-Kighl. 

Bat  Irish  Virtue's  o«t  of  dHU  ; 

And  Irish  Feeling's  kept  alive 

Another  way  in  Eighty-Five. 

Twaa  then  a  lofty  >«piratioD 

Alight  well  b«ee«m  a  moral  Nation  : 

King,  Lords,  and  Commons — hearth  and  throne, — 

And  every  man  secured  his  own  : 

Tis  now  one  class's  selfish  sense 

Of  sordid  gain  in  ponndt  and  penoe 

Abstracted  from  motber's  parse 

By  vulgar  arw  of  fraud  and  force, — 

By  murders,  boaghings,  perjuriei, 
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Avowed  chicane,  and  filthy  lies 

Told,  shameless,  of  the  pure  and  good 

By  whom  the  course  of  crime's  withstood. 

But  how  can  slandering  and  stealing, 

You  ask  me,  foster  Irish  Feeling  ? 

Or  how  can  private  wrongs  be  meant 

To  win  us  back  our  Parliament, 

Were  gaining  thcU  were  but  to  put 

Our  fortunes  at  the  wronger's  foot  ? 

Not  meant  at  all,  good  faith  :  the  aim 

Is  lucre  in  a  sacred  name 

Made  use  of  as  a  market-cry 

To  bring  in  custom — and  throw  by. 

But,  haply,  when  the  market's  over, 

The  empty  dealers  will  discover 

'Twas  violation  of  the  laws 

Of  morals  that  undid  their  cause.  • 

The  Northern  Orangeman,  though  still 
A  narrow  bigot,  if  you  will, 
And  still,  while  all  for  Union,  prone 
To  think  the  English  half  alone 
Should  rule  the  whole  o'  the  joint  dominionSy 
And  he,  in  right  of  his  opinions 
Concerning  Faith  and  Gospel  light 
And  farmsteads  of  the  Canaanite, 
Be  kept,  by  orthodox  selection. 
To  garrison  the  subject  section — 
Though  English  flontings  and  rebuffs 
And  home  constabulary  cuffs 
Be  all  the  wages  that  he  gets — 
Yet  does  his  best  to  pay  his  debts, 
Stands  to  his  contracts  loyally, 
Respects  his  betters,  scorns  the  lie, 
And  oft  as,  in  the  vile  intrigue, 
Solicited  to  join  a  League, 
And  cheat  his  landlord,  to  the  gang 
Makes  answer,  like  a  man,  '^  Go  hang  ! " 

Come  what  come  may — and  who*can  tell|? — 
I  love  the  honest  fellow  well. 
But — pr'y  thee  do  not  take  it  ill —  • 

Love  erring  Ireland  better  still. 
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THE  LOSING  GAME. 

Once  more  Mr  Gladstone  has  gers  and  balls !"    We  cannot/ 

snrrendered.      There  is  no    other  laugh  at  such  a  climax  ;  the  laugh" 

construction  to  be  placed  upon  the  belongs  to  the  winning  side, 
announcements    made    in    Parlia-        Until  recent  times,  at  all  events, 

ment  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  last  brag  and  bluster  never  formed  the 

month  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  policy  of  a  British  Government, 

had  come  substantially  to  an  agree-  if  we  erred,  it  was  in  the  opposite 

ment  on  the  Afghan  Frontier  con-  extreme   of  a   word    and   a  blow, 

troversy    which   was    satisfactorv  and  the  blow  usually  first.    We 

to  the  Governments  of  England,  certainly  have  not  faUen  into  the 

Russia,  and  India,   and  that  the  latter  mistake  on  the  present  oc- 

future  of  the  Central  Asian  ques-  caaion :  when   we  have  before  us 

tion  was  to  be  committed  to  the  in   full  detail — not  in  misleading 

security   of  a    Convention.      For  selections — the  history  of  thenego- 

once  in  her  history  Great   Britain  tiations  that  have   been   recently 

sees  the  cloud  of  war  roll  by  with-  going  on  with  the  Russian  GK>vem« 

out  a  sense   of  relief,   and   with  ment,   we  shall  be  able  to  judge 

ominous  misgivings  as  to  how  and  whether  or  not  we  have  been  prao- 

when  the   storm  that  is    sure  to  tising  the  meaner  expedient, 
follow  will  break.     We   now  un-        For  nearly  two    months    have 

derstand  that  the  rdle  which  our  England  and  Russia  been  facing 

Government  has  been  enacting  face  each  other  on   the  brink  of  war, 

to   face   with    Russia,   with     the  bandying  hostile  words,  as  it  were, 

Powers   of  Europe   looking   scru-  before  the   cannon's    mouth.     So 

tinisingly     on   as    spectators,   has  many  arguments  arose  out  of  the 

been  strictly  a  dramatic  one.     The  controversy,   so  many  side-issues 

pail;  of  Bob  Acres  pleases  us  ex-  presented    themselves,    that  both 

cellentlv  well    on    the   stage,   but  parties  have  been  in  danger  of  los- 

when  played   in   real   life   it  pro-  mg  sight  of  the  original  cause  of 

duces  less   agreeable   impressions,  quarrel.     Only  one   thing  seemed 

Introduced  into  the  drama  of  high  certain,  which  Vas,  that  so  utterly 

politics,    upon   the  denoicement  of  opposed  were  the  aims  and  inter- 

which  the  fates  of  great  nations  ests  of  the  disputants,  that  a  peace - 

are  made   to  turn,   the  character  ful  settlement   was  beyond  possi- 

altogether   loses  its  humour  amid  bility  ;  and  to  support  such  a  be- 

the   tragic    environments    of    the  lief,   the   mutual    wrangling  was 

situation.      **  Tell  'em    you  never  carried  to  the  point  of  placing  two 

saw  me    in   such    a    rage    before  great  nations  in  arms,  and  of  un- 

— a    most   devouring    rage, — that  settling  the  whole  of  Europe  and 

I     am     called      in     the     country  three-fourths  of  Asia.     Then  when 

Fighting     Bob — I    generally   kill  the  moment  arrived  in    which   a 

a   man   a  week,"  says   Mr   Glad-  decisive  step  must  be  taken,  Europe 

stone   to   the  British  Ambassador  was  startlea,  not  by  a  proclamation 

at    St   Petersburg ;  and  presently  of  war  but  bv  the  announcement 

we  have  the  usual  sequel :  *'  Look'ee  that  England   had   made   up  her 

Sir  Lucius,  'tisn't  that  I  mind  the  mind   to  accept    the  situation   in 

word   coward  :    but    if  you    had  which  the  quarrel  was  commenced, 

<$alled   me  a  poltroon,   odds  dag-  and  to  commit  the  future  to  the 
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faith  of  Russia,  we  ourselves  hav-  astute  envoys  of  the  Lessar  type,, 

ing  to  tind  the  guarantees  for  that  and  upon  their  timidity  by  show  of 

unstable  quality.     Truly  we  may  military  preparations,  than  by  at- 

say,  as  Baron  Brunnow'said  upon  tempting  to  either  bully  or  oaiole 

another  memorable  occasion,  '^  Ce  a  brave  and  straightforward  ofiiGer 

finest  p<i8  de  la  diplomatique^  c^est  like  Sir  Peter  Lumsden.    The  con- 

de  la  polissonnerie.^^  duct    of  the  Gladstone    Cabinet 

Mr  Gladstone,  we  hold,  has  wan-  showed  that  Russia  had  read  its 

tonly  sacrificed  both  the  honour  and  disposition    aright.    The   frontier 

dignity  of  this  country,  in  giving  question  was  transferred   to  Lon- 

both  Russia  and  Europe  to  under-  aon;  and  though  for  decency's  sake 

stand  that  he    was    prepared  to  Mr    Condie    Stephen    was  called 

make  thepresence  of  tne  Russians  home  to  advise   the  GK>vernmenty 

on   the  Heri-Rud    and    Murghab  the  main  points  in   dispute   were 

rivers  a    casus  heUiy   unless  they  settled  bjr   M.  Lessar's  assistance 

could  submit  proof  to  the  Commis-  before  his  arrival,  after  a  journey 

sion  appointed   to   determine    the  the  celerity  of  which  has  probably 

subject,   that  they   were  occupy-  never  been  equalled  in  the  annals 

ing  territory    which    did    not  be-  of  travelling, 

long  to  our  ally   the   Ameer  of  Thus    Russia    has    ^^ained   her 

Afghanistan.     Ijiis    is  the  point  chief  end,  that  the  positions  occu- 

at  issue,  and  this  point  the  Gov-  pied  by  her  should  be  settled  upon 

ernment    has    surrendered.      We  the  reputable  testimony  of  M.  Les- 

had   appointed  a  Commission    to  sar  and  the  '  Pall  Mall  Gasette,'  in- 

try  the  matter  on  the  spot ;  and  stead  of  by  such  evidence  as  might 

we  had  the  best  guarantee,  in  the  be  laid  before  Sir  Peter  Lumsden. 

character   of  Sir  jPeter  Lumsden,  But  as  is  usual  in  such  disputes,  the 

that   the    delimitation    would  be  bitterness  engendered  found  veut  in 

conducted  in   a  thorough,   intelli-  various  side-issues,   which  it  was 

gent,   and  just    fashion.      Russia  very  convenient  for  Russia  to  raise,, 

from  the  outset  threw  every  ob-  in  order  to  distract  attention  from 

stacle  in  the  way  of  the  Commis-  her  main  aim.     To  some  of  these 

sion.     She  found   a  host    of    ex-  we  must  very  briefly  allude.     No 

cuses  for  evading  her  agreement  to  sooner  had  Russia  assented  to  the 

co-operate  with  the  Commissioner.  Delimitation     Commission,    than 

She  had  pushed  forward  so  as  to  General    Komaroff    and   Colonel 

be  able  to  take  up  a  commanding  Alikhanoff  began  to  push  forward 

position  on  the  debatable  land  b^-  outposts  along   both   the  Caspian 

fore   Sir  Peter  Lumsden's  arrival,  and  Balkh  roads  to   Herat ;  and 

She   would  enter  into  no  negotia-  by  the  time  of  Sir  Peter  Lumsden's 

tions  on  the  spot.     She  threw  out  arrival  in  November  last,  they  had 

insinuations  against  the  honour  of  occupied  Pul-i-Khatun,  which  com- 

the  Commissioner,  and  the  honesty  manded  the  one,  and  had  appeared 

of  our  aims.     In  fact  she  saw  at  before  Penjdeh,  which  is  tne  key 

a  glance  that  the  case  would  go  of  the  other.     It  appears  now  that 

against  her  if  tried  on  the  debat-  about  the  time  of  Sir  Peter  Lums- 

ableground,wherecIear  and  distinct  den's  arrival.    Colonel  Alikhanoff 

evidence  would  be  forthcoming;  and  made  a  first  demonstration  against 

made  up  her  mrnd  to  have  the  vanue  Penjdeh,  and  endeavoured  to  bully 

changed  to  London,where  she  could  the  Afghan    governor    into  sur^ 

better   work    upon    the   weakness  rendering  the  town.     On  the  Heri- 

and   ignorance    of    Ministers    by  Rud  side  the  Russians  pressed  for- 
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ward,  and  had  occapied  Zulfikar  made  a  statement  in  the  Honse 
by  the  time  that  the  British  Minis,  of  Commons  that  the  controversj 
try  had  fully  grasped  the  alarming  regarding  the  settlement  of  the 
nature  of  the  situation,  and  'had  A^han  frontier  had  not  yet  reach- 
made  representations  at  St  Peters-  ed  suoh  a  point  on  both  sides  that 
burff  which  led  to  more  guarded  the  matter  could  be  said  to  be  ex- 
conduct  on  the  part  of  General  hausted,  and  that  an  agreement 
Eomaroff.  had  been  made,  ''for  diplomatic 

What  sort  of  counsel  did  the  purpose8,"that  neither  party  should 
Gk)yemment  on  its  part  give  to  advance  farther.  The  Premier  de- 
the  Commissioner  amid  the  tryine  olined  to  say  whether  this  agree- 
circumstances  in  which  he  found  ment  was  of  a  temporary  or  a  per- 
himself  placed  ?  It  was  reported,  manent  character,  but  it  would  last 
on  good  authority,  that  instruc-  ''  as  long  as  there  was  occasion  for 
tions  were  sent  to  him  to  organise  it," — a  Qladstonian  utterance  that 
a  defence  of  the  Afghan  frontier  ;  called  forth  not  very  comfortable 
and  if  this  was  the  case,  some  ex-  laughter  from  honourable  members. 
planatioB  is  necessary  with  regard  This  statement  was  based  upon  a 
to  our  treatment  of  the  Bntish  series  of  telegrams,  the  last  being 
officers  who  were  present  at  the  dated  5th  liiukroh.  To  make  assnr- 
action  of  18th  March,  and  whose  anoe  doubly  sure,  the  Cabinet  tele- 
credit  seems  to  have  been  slight-  graphed  to  St  Petersburg,  after  Mr 
ingly  dealt  with  in  our  controversy  Gladstone  had  made  this  declai-a- 
with  Russia  regarding  that  affair,  tion,  to  ask  whether  the  communi- 
Then  he  was  told  that  he  must  do  cations  made  really  warranted  the 
his  best  to  keep  the  Afghans  from  construction  that  had  been  put  up- 
advancing  :  and  when  he  replied  on  them,  thus  affording  the  Russian 
that  this  was  impossible,  and  asked  Government  an  early*intimation  of 
for  further  orders,  Lord  Gran-  the  timidity  and  irresolution  with 
ville  telegraphed  back  an  assur-  which  it  had  to  deal.  Next  day 
ance  of  '^  full  support."  It  must  this  statement  was  qualified,  on  the 
strike  every  one  that  the  recent  authority  of  the  Czar's  Ministers, 
Afghan  blue-books  do  not  tell  the  by  information  that  the  Russian 
whole  story  of  the  Grovemment's  aavance  would  not  take  place,  un- 
instructions  to  the  Commission,  and  less  for  "  some  extraordinary  rea- 
that  we  must  wait  for  Sir  Peter  son — say  disturbances  at  Penj- 
Lumsden's  return  to  get  at  the  deb," — a  proviso  the  saving  nature 
truth.  However,  the  Governments,  of  which  soon  became  obvious, 
both  of  Great  Britain  and  India,  Thus,  instead  of  the  ''  agreement " 
were  thoroughly  aroused  ;  military  which  Mr  Gladstone  at  first  thought 
preparations  were  begun  in  both  he  had  got  hold  of,  we  had  only  an 
countries  with  a  degree  of  osten-  "arrangement."  Orders  had,  we 
tation  which  rarely  heralds  serious  were  assured,  been  issued  from  St. 
warfare  ;  and  it  was  notorious  that  Petersburg  len joining  the  Russian 
the  Russian  garrisons,  which  had  commandantSiOn  the  debatable  land 
been  increased  along  the  Krasnov-  to  avoid  provoking  a  collision  ;  but, 
odsk-Sarakhs  line  during  October-  as  it  subsequently  turned  out,  less 
February  1884-85,  were  now  being  than  the  usual  care  in  matters  of 
swelled  to  an  effective  footing  by  such  importance  was  taken  at  St 
drafts  from  the  Caucasus  and  from  Petersburg  to  ensure  these  instruc- 
across  the  Caspian.  tions  reaching  their  proper  desti* 

On   March    13th   Mr  Gladstone  nation  in  time  to  be  of  any  use ' 
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This  negligence  was  all  the  more  f ound itself beingsuccessfnHymani- 

culpable  that  the  Russian  Gk>vem.  pulated  bythe  Russian  Gk>Yemment 

ment  had  apparently  been  informed  on  the  frontier  question,  for  mili- 

by  telegram  of  General  KomarofTs  tary  preparations  on  a  great  scale 

desire  to  attack  Penjdeh.     Under  were  ordered  in  India,  and  move- 

the  temporary  sedative  of  this  ar-  ments  for  concentrating  forces  at 

ranpement  a  full  was  produced  on  Quetta  and  Pishin  were  pushed  on. 

both  sides  ;  the  Russian  press  for  a  Not  to  force  the  hands  of  the  British 

little  laid  aside  its  warlike  tone,  and  Government  too  much,  or  to  reveal 

employed  the  interval  in  urging  the  her  fixed  determination  to  prevent 

mutual  advantages  of  Russia  being  any  inquirybeing  made  on  the  spot, 

allowed   to  rest  upon  an  ''ethno-  before  she  had  secured  the  positions 

graphical  frontier."     But  the  great  on  which  her  mind  was  set,  Rus- 

question  with    both   parties — was  sia  amused  us  with  a  rumour  that 

Afghan  territory  to  remain  in  viol-  General  Zelanoy  was  to  oonunenoe 

able,  and  the  frontier  to  be  at  once  work  with  Sir  Peter  Lumsden  as 

carefully  delimited  on  the  spot  ?  soon  as  the  negotiations  with  Lon- 

— was  rapidly  being  lost  sight  of  don  had  resulted  in  a  '*  preiiminary 

by  the  British  Government,  amid  settlement "  of  the  subjects  in  dis- 

the  incessant  diplomatic  diversions  pute.      But    even    at    this  time, 

which  MM.  De  Giers  and  De  Staal  towards  the  end  of  March,  with 

were  keeping  up  to  distract  its  Herat  practically  lying  within  the 

interest.  gnu9P  of  Russia  if  she  chose  to  pat 

That  the  subject  of  frontier  de-  forth  her  hand  and  seise  it,  there 

limitation  was,  however,  not  wholly  were     unquestionable  signs    that 

lost  sight  of,  may  be  inferred  from  the    Gladstone    Government  was 

Mr  Gladstone's  statement  on  24th  yielding  ;  and  its  surrender  would 

March,   that  *the   Russian  answer  unquestionably  have  come  much 

had  not  yet  been  received  to  a  com-  sooner,  but  for  an  untoward  inci- 

municatioii  made  ten  days  previous-  dent  which  aroused  a  momentary 

ly  which  would  bring  to  issue  the  flash  of  resolution,  onl^  to  result 

question  whether  the  frontier  was  in  more  complete  humdiation  and 

to  be  settled  by  inquiry  on  the  spot  failure. 

or  by  negotiations  in  London,  When  Parliament  adjourned  for 
where  M.  Lessar  was  doing  his  best  the  Easter  recess  on  3lBt  March, 
to  plead  the  Russian  cause  through  the  Government  was  still  unable 
the  presA  and  at  public  meetings,  to  afford  any  information  regar- 
Russia  did  not  want  to  go  to  Herat,  ine  the  course  of  negotiations. 
said  M.  Lessar,  just  as  no  less  an  AU  that  was  known  was  that  Bus- 
authority  than  his  Majesty  the  Czar  sia  was  still  pressing  for '*  a  prelim- 
had  assured  Lor^l  Dufferin  six  inary  understanding"  on  certain 
years  before  that  there  was  no  in-  matters — eenerallv  understood  to 
tention  of  Russian  troopEbdvancing  be  that  Penjdefi  and  Zulfikar 
to  Merv, — an  assurance  to  which  should  be  exempted  from  the  de- 
the  usual  saving  clause  was  hastily  limitation  inquiry — and  which  Mr 
supplied  by  M.  de  Giers,  that  Gladstone^  Gfovernment  was  com- 
^<  under  different  circumstances  and  bating  with  some  show  of  deter- 
in  view  of  unforeseen  contingencies,  mination.  And  certainly  there 
the  occuparion  of  Merv  might  be-  seemed  then  to  be  no  lack  of 
come  necessary. ''  We  may  assume  resolution  outside  the  circles  of 
that  it  was  not  without  reluctance  negotiation.  We  were  answer- 
that    the    Gladstone  Government  ing     Russia's    war     preparations 
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with    equal    preparations   on   our  "  doctoring "  them  have  naturally 

own    part.      The  Reserves   were  aroused.     He  may  be  as  veracious 

under  orders  to  turn  out ;  and  all  as  he  is  undoubtedly  zealous  :    in 

that   money  and  labour  could  do  short,  we  can  afford  to  accept  him 

to  repair  the  neglect  of  years  in  at  the  Russian   estimate — *'  maia 

our  military  position,  was  beine  que  diahle  allaU-Ufaire  dans  cette 

done  with  a  rapidity  that  savoured  galhre  f  " 

of  eagerness  to  assert  our  rights,  The  Komaroff  incident  was  of 
if,  indeed,  it  did  not  partake  of  the  incalculable  service  to  the  Russian 
nature  of  a  panic.  But  on  the  negotiations.  It  served  as  a  red 
morning  of  the  9th  April,  the  day  herring  trailed  across  the  scent 
on  which  Parliament  was  to  reas-  which  Mr  Gladstone  and  his  col- 
semble,  the  news  of  an  encounter  leagues  were  reluctantly  pursuing, 
between  General  Komaroff  and  the  and  at  once  drew  them  off  on 
Afghans  at  Dash  Kepri  Mve  a  new  another  track.  We  had  to  endure 
twibt  to  the  situation.  W^e  do  not  the  usual  spectacle  of  Russia  wash- 
intend  to  follow  the  controversy  ing  her  hands  in  innocency,  and 
which  this  action  has  excited,  and  compelling  the  British  Cabinet  to 
which  seems  to  us  to  have  been  clear  her  character  for  good  faith 
allowed  to  assume  an  importance  in  the  eves  of  Europe.  By  this 
detrimental  to  the  main  question  coarse  she  gained  time  to  com- 
at  stake.  The  attack  need  have  plete  her  mintary  preparations,  in 
caused  no  astonishment — some-  case  the  British  should  not  prove 
thing  of  the  kind,  indeed,  was  so  pliant  as  she  had  calculated  on  ; 
expected  from  the  time  that  we  and  by  dragging  Sir  Peter  Lums- 
knew  the  Afghans  and  Russians  den's  name  into  a  controversy  with 
to  be  within  grappling  distance  of  which  he  had  nothing  to  do,  she 
each  other,  and  the  Government  secured — what  she  was,  above  all, 
had  received  warning  of  its  prob-  anxious  for — ^his  departure  from 
ability  as  early  as  13th  JViUroh.  the  frontier, — whither,if  weunder- 
Nor  does  it  matter  much  whether  stand  that  gallant  officer's  character 
Komaroff  led  an  unprovoked  as-  aright,  he  is  not  likely  to  return, — 
sault  upon  an  Afghan  force,  which  and  consequently  a  chance  of  break- 
had  no  other  end  in  view  than  ing  up  the  odious  Commission, 
the  observation  of  his  manoBu-  When  all  the  papers  are  forth- 
vres,  and  to  cover  the  position  at  coming,  it  will,we  imagine,  be  found 
Penjdeh  ;  or  whether  the  threat-  that  the  negotiations  themselves 
ening  attitude  of  the  Afghans  was  were  on  our  side  of  a  very  feeble  and 
such  as  to  compel  a  moderate  restricted  character,  compared  with 
general,  however  peacefully  dis-  the  bustle  and  display  of  deter- 
posed,  to  drive  them  off.  This  mination  which  both  nations  were 
18  not  really  the  point  in  which  making  out  of  doors.  The  Czar, 
we  are  interested.  What  we  wish  it  was  given  out,  had  a  special 
to  know  is, — Had  General  Kom-  train  waiting  in  readiness  to  carry 
aroff  any  right  to  be  in  a  posi-  him  to  Moscow,  where  he  might 
tion  where  there  was  a  possibility  publish  a  declaration  of  war  with 
of  a  collision  between  him  and  all  due  formality.  Mr  Gladstone, 
the  Afghans?  His  various  ac-  on  the  other  hand,  demanded  a 
counts  of  the  situation  may  be  all  vote  of  war  credit  for  eleven  mil- 
very  true,  so  far  as  they  can  be  lions  sterling.  And  then,  when 
reconciled  to  each  other,  in  spite  each  party  had  thus  shown  how 
of  the  suspicion  which  attempts  at  terribly  in  earnest  it  was,  to  work 
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they  went  again  at  discussing;  the  of  the  great  Powers  will  oonde- 
differences  between  them.  Russia  scend  to  concern  themselves  with 
was  resolved  to  gain  her  point —  the  dispute  ;  and  this  was  soon  fol- 
without  fighting  if  she  could,  but  lowed  by  the  concession  of  the 
to  gain  it.  Mr  Gladstone  and  his  *'  preliminary  understanding  ^  re- 
friends  were  resolved  to  evade  war  garding  the  frontier  for  which 
by  any  sacrifice  that  would  not,  in  Russia  has  been  contending  all 
their  opinion,  absolutely  discredit  along,  and  which  secures  her  in  her 
them  both  at  home  and  abroad,  present  position,  irrespective  of  ter- 
While  they  were  thus  feeling  the  ritorial  rights  which  any  subsequent 
way  to  an  understanding,  each  investigation  may  bring  to  liffht. 
party  evidently  keeping  in  the  Moreover,  to  facilitate  the  task  of 
oackground  what  it  had  most  at  arbitration,  and  to  show  Europe 
heart,  Mr  Gladstone  electrified  how  little  respect  Russia  has  for 
Europe  with  a  great  speech — a  the  English  view  of  the  matter, 
speeon  worthy  of  the  days  of  Pitt  the  hero  of  Dash  Kepri  has  re- 
or  Palmerston,  if  it  had  been  the  ceived  a  sword  of  honour  and 
genuine  expression  of  the  senti-  other  distinctions  commensurate 
ments  of  himself  and  his  Grov-  with  the  service  which  his  exploit 
ernment.  It  was  a  pleasure  both  has  done  his  Government  in  scar- 
to  Tory  and  Liberal  to  hear  the  in^  the  Liberal  Cabinet  of  Great 
true  voice  of  the  country  made  Britain. 

to  re-echo  once  more  over  Europe  If  this  is  not  surrender,  what  is 

in  tones  of  lofty  resolution  to  mam-  it  ?    Russia  has  been  allowed  to 

tain  the  right,  and  abide  by  the  save  the  benefits  of  Komaroff  and 

issue  ;    and  all  feelings  of  party  AlikhanofPs  aggressions,  to  escape 

faded  before  the  thought  that  m  the  the  judgment  of    the   Boundary 

hour  of  extremity  the  honour  of  the  Commission,  and  to  establish  her- 

country  was  as  dear  to  the  aged  self,  with  the  consent  of  Britain, 

Liberal  Premier  as  to  his  Conserv-  in  a  position  which  will  enable  her 

ative  opponent.     But  alas  for  the  to  directly  influence  our  future  in 

result!  These  grave  and  weighty  ut-  India.      The  Conservative  parly, 

terauces  which  made  Europe  once  throughout  the  acute  stage  of  the 

more  turn  her  eyes  on  England,  negotiations,  loyally  refrained  from 

were  merely  meant  to  pass  the  vote  interfering  with  the  Grovemment's 

of  credit,  and  secure  the  theatrical  course  of  action,  either  by  way  of 

display  of  a  united  House  of  Com-  criticism  or  by  advice.     But  the 

mons.    This  achieved,  Mr  Glad-  time  came  when  it  was  imperative 

stone   was   the   first   to   recoil   in  to  break  silence  if  it  was  not  to  be 

alarm  from  the  impression  which  recorded  that  the  honour  of  the 

his  own  words  had  made,  and  to  country  and  the  future  of  British 

seek  to  neutralise  their  effect  by  rule  in  India  had  been  sacrificed 

extra  pliancy  and  accommodation  without  a  voice  raised  in  opposi- 

in  the  diplomatic  discussions.     No  tion.     It  devolved  on  Lord  Salis- 

time   was  lost   in  proposing  that  bury  to  take  the  lead ;  and  in  his 

the  question,  whether  or  not  the  speech  at  Hackney  on  the  6th  of 

"  agreement "  or  "  arrangement "  or  last  month,  he  most  powerfully  vin- 

*'  solemn  covenant "  which  Russia  dicated  a  fearless  exercise  of  the 

had,  or  had  not,  violated,  should  responsibilities    which    rest    upon 

be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  a  Great  Britain  at  this  moment.     In 

friendly  State — that  is,  to  a  second-  both  Houses  his  example  has  been 

rate  European  sovereign,  for  none  effectively  followed  on  the  Con* 
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tive  side,  with  the  result  that  Government.   The  danmoaa  hered- 

c  feeling    is  being    actively  itas  plea  has  become  monotonous, 

ed  for  the  necessity  of  letting  We  must  judge  for  ourselves  about 

ght  in   upon   these  negotia-  the  exact    degree  of    culpability 

which  are  discrediting  Brit-  which  attaches  to  the  different  ad- 

itatesmanship    and    juggling  ministrations   under  the   auspices 

the  interests  of  ourselves  ana  of  whose  carelessness  Russia  baa 

osterity.  been  allowed  to  take  up  a  position 

/herto  attention  has   been  so  from  which  she  is    now  able  ta 

taken  up  with  the  anxieties  menace    and    permanently  affect 

langers  of  the  dijplomatic  situ-  British  interests  in  Asia.  I 

,  that  the  question,   Who  is       A  very  brief  statement  of  facta^  ! 

lame    for    the    presence   of  will  suffice  to  show  our  errors,  and  '  II 

Russians  inside  the    Afehan  indicate  by  whom  and  under  what  ji 

ir  ?  has  scarcely  been  raised,  colour  of  policy  these  errors  were 

this    is  a  question    that  the  committed.    It  is  not  for  purposes 

ish  people  must  immediately  of  mere  recrimination  that  we  take 

and    the    interests    which  a    retrospect  of    the  prooeeduigs 

have  at  stake   are  too  vital  which  have  led  up   to  the  recent 

them   to  be  contented     with  crisis    and  present  humiliation  of 

ing  and  evasive  answers.     It  England.  We  are  rather  concerned 

not  suffice   to  say  that  Rus-  to  gather  from  themistakes  of  our 

aggressiveness    and    lust    of  past  policy  some  lessons  that  may 

ory  are  to  blame.     The  blame  be  useful  in  influencing  our  future 

rest  with    those    who,  well  conduct  in  Central  Asia. 
ing   whither  Muscovite    in-        The  conquest  of  Samarcand  in 

es  were  being  pushed,   took  1868  is  one  of  the  great  landmarks 

recautions  to  meet  and  coun-  in  Russia's  southern  advance.  The 

t  them.     It  does   not  require  step   was    important   enough     to 

.  penetration   to  forecast  the  excite  the  attention  of    Europe  ;. 

lier's  rejoinder  that  our  diffi-  and   Russia  waited  with  consider* 

with  Russia,  and  the  danger  able    anxiety   for  the    verdict  of 

will  in  future  overshadow  our  political  opinion.     A  Conservative 

r  in  the  East,  were  the  direct  Government  was  then  in  power  in 

ts  of  Lord   Ly tton's  Afghan  England,  and  the  Foreign  Office  at 

that  our  north-western  move-  St     Petersburg    knew  that  Tory 
from    the    Indian    frontier  Ministers   were  disposed  to  view 
a   confession  of  weakness  in  their  encroachments  on  the  Khan- 
direction,  and  consequent  in-  ates    with   grave    mistrust.     Per- 
ion  to  Russia ;  that  it  is  an-  haps  it  may  be  asked.  Why  then 

of  those  pernicious   legacies  din  not  the  Conservative  Q<>vern- 

1  Lord  Beaconsfleld's  Govern-  ment  challenge  Russia's  breaking 

left  him.     So   certain     are  up  the    Bokhara    Khanate,  or   at 

to   be  the    excuses   behind  least  give  some  definite  intimation 

h  Mr  Gladstone  will  seek  to  that  her  advance  must  pause  here? 

3r    himself,  that   we   do  not  No  doubt  they  would   have  done 

ite  to  run  the  risk  of  supply-  so  but  for  the  fact  that  on  coming 

bim    with     them.     But    the  into  office  they  found  their  handa 

c  are  getting  tired   of  hear-  tied  by  what  really  amounted  ta 

ach  fresh  disaster  into  which  an    understanding  on  the  subject 

iberal  Ministrv  flounders  laid  between  Earl  Russell  and  Pnnce 

i  door  of  Lora  Beaconsfield's  Gortschakoff.     From    the  fall  of 
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Tashkend  in  1865,  Prince  Gorts-  career,  but  all  our  subsequent 
cbakoff  bad  skillfully  prepared  the  troubles  in  Afghanistan^  might 
Liberal  Cabinet  for  the  reduction  have  been  evaded.  But  with  the 
of  Bokhara  and  the  annexation  of  advent  of  Mr  Gladstone's  Ministry 
Samarcand  and  the  Zerafshan  val-  to  office,  Lord  Mayo  found  all  his 
ley.  In  August  of  that  year  Baron  efforts  to  exert  a  favourable  in- 
Brunnow  informed  Earl  Russell  of  fluence  on  Central  Asian  affairs 
the  alleged  grievances  against  the  neutralised.  The  Duke  of  Argyll, 
Khan  of  Bokhara,  and  intimated  who  took  over  the  India  Office 
the  intention  which  Russia  had  of  from  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  oar- 
punishing  him  ;  and  Earl  Russell,  ried  the  Liberal  dogma  of  non- 
m  a  despatch  to  Sir  A.  Buchanan,  interference  to  its  extreme  limits, 
dated  September  16th  of  that  year.  He  vetoed  both  the  eager  wiah  of 
practically  accepts  the  situation,  the  Ameer  and  the  disposition  of 
and  declares  that  her  Majesty's  Lord  Mayo  and  his  Council  to  have 
Government  '^  are  quite  ready  to  a  new  treaty  concluded,  and  to 
believe  that  legitimate  desires  for  have  our  mutual  offensive  and 
the  extension  of  commerce  and  the  defensive  obligations  much  more 
security  of  the  Russian  frontiers,  sharply  defined  than  the  genenl 
and  no  wish  for  territorial  aegran-  agreement  to  be  ^'friend  of  the 
disement,  guide  the  proceedings  of  friends  and  enemy  of  the  enemies" 
theGovernmentof  Russia."  Hence,  of  each  other,  as  had  been  cov- 
in face  of  the  fact  that  Earl  Russell  enanted  between  us  and  Dost  Mo- 
had  been  taken  into  Prince  Gorts-  hammed.  A  great  opportunity  was 
chakoff^s  confidence,  we  had  no  thus  thrown  away,  and  we  soon  had 
right  to  complain  of  her  seizure  of  cause  to  regret  it,  for  shortly  af ter- 
Samarcand.  It  is  important,  how-  wards  General  Kauffmann  began  to 
ever,  to  note  that  although  in  point  make  direct  overtures  to  Afghan- 
of  time  this  conquest  corresponded  istan,  which  the  Ameer,  however, 
with  the  term  in  office  of  a  Con-  loyally  discovered  to  Lord  Mayo's 
servative  Ministry,  The  Bokhara  Gk)vernment. 
expedition  was  planned  and  par-  With  the  arrival  of  Lord  North- 
tially  carried  out  while  their  pre-  brook  in  India,  we  lost  our  power 
decessors  were  in  power.  of  touch  upon  Central  Asian  affairs. 
Mr  Disraeli's  Government  were  Out  of  charity  for  his  lordship's 
fully  alive  to  the  effects  which  the  capacity,  we  are  forced  to  conclude 
appearance  of  the  Russians  on  the  that  he  honestly  believed  it  to  be 
Oxus  would  produce  upon  Afghan-  his  duty  to  alienate  Shere  Ali  from 
istan  and  India.  Through  the  British- Indian  interests,  and  to 
Government  of  India  new  and  drive  him  into  the  arms  of  Russian 
more  cordial  approaches  were  made  intriguers,  who,  as  the  Calcutta 
to  the  Ameer, — with  considerable  Foreign  Office  had  abundant  evi- 
reluctance  by  Lord  Lawrence,  with  dence  to  show,  were  sedulously  en- 
treat zeal  and  cordiality  by  Lord  deavouring  to  gain  the  ear  or  the 
3iayo,  who  soon  after  became  Vice-  Ameer. 

roy.     Lord  Mayo  succeeded  in  in-  From  1870,  when,  under  cover 

spiring  Shere  Ali  with  confidence  ;  of  orders  to   intimate  to   all   the 

and  had  he  been  left  unfettered,  he  Central  Asian  Powers  that  a  per* 

would  in  all  probability  have  knit  feet  understanding  existed  between 

Afghanistan  and  India  so  closely  Britain  and  Russia,  Greneral  Sjiiiff* 

together,  that  not  only  the  melan-  mann  sought  to  open  up  intimate 

choly  termination  of  the  Ameer's  relations  with  the  Ameer,  down  to 
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the  time  of  the  Stolieteff  mission,  shown  ;  and  shook^  his  confidence 

we  are  cognisant   of    a  constant  hy   negativing  his  request   for  {a 

series  of  attempts  made  by  Russia  more    definite    understanding,    in 

to  draw  the  Ameer  into  the  web  case  of    a  Russian    attack    upon 

of    Central  Asian   intrigue.     Un-  Afghanistan.     The  result  was  uiat 

fortunately,  during  the  whole  of  Shere  Ali  was  allowed,|if  not  im. 

the  intervening  period,two  agencies  pelled,   to   drift  towards  Russian 

mutually    counteractive    of     each  emissaries. 

other  guided    British   diplomacy.        Lord  Salisbury  was  not  long  in 
At  first  we  had  Lord  Mayo  zeal-  office  when  he  foresaw  that  the 
ously  endeavouring  to  confirm  the  danger  of  Russian  aggres8ion,which 
Ameer  in  his  alliance  with  us,  to  the  recent  seizure   of  Khiva  had 
have  definite  bounds  prescribed  to  shown  to  be  growing  more  and 
the   Russian   advance,  and   to  ex-  more  imminent,  demanded  vigilant 
dude   the   Czar's  emissaries  from  watching.      In  January   1875    he 
Afghanistan  ;  but  we  had  also  the  instructed  the  Gk>vemment  of  India 
Liberal  Cabinet  not  merely  giving  to  take  "  measures  with  as  much 
Lord  Mayo  no  encouragement,  but  expedition  as  the  ciroomstances  of 
aiding  Russia  to  play  the  very  game  the  case  permit,  for  procuring  th& 
which  she  had  in  view.     These  po-  assent  of  the  Ameer  to  the  estab- 
sitions  were  presently  changed.  The  lishment  of  a  British  aeency  at 
center  of  activity  and  vigilance  was  Herat."     How    did    Lord  North- 
transferred  to  her  Majesty's  Gov-  brook  proceed  to  carry  out  this 
emment,  in  which  Lord  Salisbury,  injunction  ?    By    collecting    evi- 
as    Indian    Secretary,  most    inef -  denoe  among  Indian  officials  as  to 
ficiently    aided    by    the    Foreign  the  improbability   of  the  Ameer 
Office,  under  Lord  Derby,  strove  acceding  to  such  a  proposal,  and 
energetically  to  exercise  some  con-  by    combating    Lord    Salisbury's 
trol  over  Russian  aggression.    But  orders  in  a  despatch    signed ^  by 
Lord  Northbrook's  inaptitude  and  himself    and  his  counsel,  all  his 
indifference    more    than    neutral-  colleagues  being  at  that  time  ad- 
ised    all    the    efforts    which    the  herents  of  the "  masterly  inactiv- 
Marquis    of    Salisbury    and    the  ity"  school,  except,  perhaps,  Lord 
Indian  Office  could  make  to  pre-  IsTapier  of   Magdala ;   ana  at  the 
serve  Shere  Ali  from  Russian  en-  same  time  urging  that  it  would  be 
tanglements.      Lord  Northbrook's  time  enough  to  take  precautionary 
Afghan  policy,  contributing  as  it  measures  when  the  Russians  had 
directly  did  to  the  ruin  and  miser-  occupied  Merv  I     Lord  Salisbury,, 
able  fate  of  Shere  Ali  Khan  and  however,   was  not  to  be  put  oft 
to  the  Afghan  war,  admits  of  no  with  such  a  reply,  and  in  Kovem- 
palliative    explanation.      He    was  her  of  the  same  year  he  instructed 
something  more  than  a  mere  clog  the    Indian   Government    to    find 
upon  the  energies  of  a  Government  occasion  to  send  a  special  mission 
anxious  to  seek  a  stable  settlement  to  Cabul  to  urge  "  very  earnestly" 
of  this  constantly  vexing  Central  upon  the  Ameer  the  desirability  of 
Asian    Question.      He   quarrelled  stationing  British  officers  on  the 
with  the  Ameer  over  the   by  no  frontier    of    Afghanistan.     Again 
means  vital  question  of  the  succes-  Lord    Northbrook     succeeded    in 
sion  to  the  Afghan  throne;  irritated  shuffling  out  of  his  instructions  on 
his  Highness  by  interfering  with  the  score  of  doubts  as  to  whether 
his   arrest   of    Yakoob   lOian,  for  the  Ameer  would  receive  an  en- 
which  sufficient  grounds  had  been  voy  ;   and   soon  after    his  Exoel-^ 
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leiiey  himself  shuffled  out  of  the  to  the  course  of  events.     An< 

-country,  leaving  behind  to  his  sue-  the  seizure  of  Khiva,  Colonel : 

ces8or,LordLytton,a  newly-brewed  akin's  circular  to  the  tribes  o 

quarrel  with  the  Ameer,  and  Rus-  Attrek    and    Goorgan,   infoi 

f;ian  influences  in  full  play  in  the  them  that  the  Czar  had  appc 

Cabul  durbar.     No  one  can   read  him  to  exercise  supreme   ac 

Lord  Salisbury's  secret  despatches,  ity   over    them,   and    the  pi 

Nos.  19  and  34   of   1875,  without  work  of  those  surveys  whicl 

an  assured  conviction  that  if  Lord  ried  Russia  up  to  the  confines  < 

Northbrook   had    loyally    carried  present  position,  were  all  inci 

out  the  orders  contained  in  these,  of  that  time  which  came  mo 

the  Afghan  war  would  have  been  less  distinctly  under  the  cogni 

avoided,     the     Russian    advance  of  the  Liberal  Foreign  Seen 

ohecked  before  it  reached  Merv,  When  the  Conservatives  ass 

and  all  our  present  troubles  con-  office,  all  these    events   wer 

sequently  obviated.  viewed  in  a  sharper  tone,  i 

The  dealings  of   her  l^Iajesty's  left  the  Russian  Ministers  i 

Ministers  direct  with  the  Court  of  no  doubt  that  their  procee< 

St  Petersburg  concerning  Central  were  now  viewed  witn  more 

Asian   aggression   show  the  same  trust,  and  in  a  less  friendly  s 

party    features,  —  Liberal    states-  by  the  English  Govemmeni 

men  minimising    each    successive  must,   however,  be  admitted 

•encroachment,   and   implicitly  ac-  the  decided,  although    modi 

<;epting    Russia's  assurances  that  opinions  of   Mr  Disraeli,  anc 

she  had  been  driven  onward  against  strong      representations    of 

her  will;  that  extension  of  territory  Marquis   or    Salisbury,  the 

was  to  her  extension  of  weakness,  of  the  Indian  Office,  met  wit 

and  that  under  no  conceivable  cir-  inadequate    response    from 

oumstances  would  she  be  induced  Derby,  who    was  all    along 

to  further  extend  her  dominions  ;  weak  joint  In  the  Conservative 

Conservative     Ministers     sharply  inet.     Yet  even  Lord  Derby 

<;riticisin[;    every   forward    move,  saw  that  a  movement  by  toe 

and  striving  to  exact  ^arantees  trek  must  ultimately  lead  as  f 

as  to  the  ultimate   limits  Russia  Merv ;  and  he  warned  the  Ra 

had  in  contemplation.     Conserva-  ambasisador  that    England   w 

tive  tenure  of  power  was  thus  made  regard    an  encroachment  in 

to  coincide  with  a  season  of  secret  direction  as  menacing  to  he 

preparation  among  the  Russians  in  terests.    On  the  12th  March  ] 

Central  Asia  ;  the  advent  to  office  the  Foreign  Secretary  had  a 

of  the  Liberals  was  the  signal  for  conversation  with  Count  Schc 

the    actual    spring.     While    Lord  loff  on  this  subject,  and  cauti 

Granville  was  at  the  Foreign  Office  him  that  '^  an  advance  of  Bi 

during  Mr. Gladstone's  first  Grovern-  troops  westward  was  probab 

ment,  the  impresnion  which  his  de-  the  event  of  any   Russian   n; 

spatches  to  St  Petersburg,  and  his  ment  tendine  to  the  occupatic 

conversations  with  Count  JBrunnow  Merv."     "  He,"  says  Lord  D< 

must  have  left  upon  the  Russian  "  quite  saw  the  danger  that  n 

Government  was,  that  his  party  arise  if  thetwo  Powers  were  bro 

took  no  more  than  a  mere  aiplo-  face  to  face  in  the  neighbour 

matic  interest  in  the  advance  to-  of  Herat.     ^Was  he  justified 

wards   Khiva,   and  that   all  they  asked,  Mn  assuming  that  our  a< 

wanted  was  to  be  kept  informed  as  in  this  matter  would  depend  on 
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of  Russia, — that   England   would  because  it  sums  up  in  a  few  words 

not    move  if  Russia  did  not  ? ' "  the  policy  which  Russia  has  f ol- 

The  tone  which    we    adopted    on  lowed  in  Central  Asia.     She  has  no 

that  occasion    led    to   another  of  intention  of  advancing  according  to 

those  long    and    delusive   memo-  her  own  account,  but  she  will  not 

randums  on  the  subject  of  Russia  adopt  a  frontierwhich  would  enable 

by  which  PrineeGortschakoff, when  her  to  rest.  Extension  of  territory 

beaten   on    one    line,    transferred  she    has    always    declared  to  be 

the    scene   of   action    to    a    new  o{>posed  to  her  own  interests,  and 

one.     He  declared  that  the  circular  yet  as  often  as  she  has  made  this 

of  1864,  which  had  been  ostensibly  declaration  she  has  extended  her 

published  as  an   assurance  of  the  territory  still  farther.     And  at  the 

limited    and     moderate    aims    of  same  time  she  always  indicates  the 

Russian  action,  had  <'  excluded  the  defence  behind  which  she  can  shel- 

possibility   of    any   interpretation  terherself  when  her  word  has  again 

implying  an  engagement  contract-  been  violated.     She  must  protect 

ed  by  Russia  towards  Europe  or  her   frontiers  and  her  commerce, 

with  any  individual  Power.''    No  and  restrain   violence  and  pillage, 

doubt  there    was    no  engagement  Well,  all  this  can  be  done  without 

in  the  sense  of  a  treaty,  but  there  annexation  ;  we  ourselves  have  for 

had  been  such  assurances  given,  more  than  thirty  jears  shown  her 

coupled  with  such  explanation  as  how  such  a  tasK  is  to  be  achieved 

constituted  a  strong  ooligation  on  on  our  Afghan  frontier.     It  is  this 

the  part  of  Russia  to  keep  the  faith  policy  as  enunciated  and  defended 

which  had  been  implied  in  these,  by  Prince    Gk>rtsohakoff  that  has 

The  Gortschakoff  Memorandum  of  led    her    to    Herat :    that   woold 

1875  offered  a  historical  apology  lead  her  to  Cabal  and  Candahar, 

for  Russia's  part  on  all  the  subjects  to  the  E[hyber  and   the    Bolan  ; 

of  Central  Asian  debate  between  and  might  in   the    end    lead  her 

her  and  England   during  the  pre-  to  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  if  she  were 

vious  eleven  years  ;  and  in  the  des-  allowed  to  take  op  these  interme- 

patch  which  accompanied  it,Prince  diate  positions.     The  qaalifioation 

Gortschakoff  made  the  following  made  up  by  Prince  Gk>rt8ohakoff  in 

declaration  of  the  Czar's  policy  : —  the  words  we  have  quoted  is  wide 

,  „.   ,  1  Af  •    ^    V  enough  to  cover    any  aggression, 

"Hislmpenal  Majesty  has  no  m-  «„„    *»w^««;y*«    ^4    i^JS!u^^     ..^ 

tention  of  ^tendingW  frontiers  of  any    extension    of    territory     no 

Russia  such  as  they  at  present  exist  ^^^^^  m  which  ^rection  or  at  the 

in  Central  Asia,  either  on  the  side  of  e^cpense  of  what  Power  it  is  made, 

Bokhara  or  on  the  side  of  Erasno-  and  yet    leave  Russia  a  loophole 

vodsk  and  of  the  Attrek.    We  have  no  through     which    b  v    considerable 

inducement  to  do  so.  On  the  contrary,  pressure  her  good  faith  and  claims 

the  Emperor  deems  any  extension  of  ^  consistency  can  be  squeezed. 
our  frontiers  in  these  i)arts  as  being        p^j^^^    Gortschakoff's  explana- 

rrSuL^  ??LXn^'«rbeI^  tions  when  i.feri^  to  I^rdW 

spected,  and  shaU  protect  our  com-  ^}^^J  "^f  ^ith  very  incisive  cnti-  , 

merce  ;  we  shall  punish  any  act  of  cism.  The  Marquis  declared  that  it 

violence  and  pillage  in  sucn  a  man-  was  "inexpedient,  if  not  impossible, 

ner  as  to  prevent  their  recurrence;  for  her  Majesty's  Government  to  ae- 


We   have    quoted  this    statement    ever  maybe  the  character  of  future 
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[)y  Russia  against  the    the  Russians  occupying  the  passes 
;''  that  ^^  even  a  tacit    commanding  the  Herat  country  ;  or 


operations  b: 
Turkomans 

acquiescence  in  the  statements  and  at  all  events  we  would  have  been 
conclusions  of  the  memorandum  by  better  prepared  for  meeting  them 
the  Russian  Grovemment  may  lead  when  tney  made  their  appearance, 
to  future  inconvenience  ; "  and  he  The  situation  now  conf ronUng  ns 
formally  claimed  ^'  a  liberty  of  ac-  only  preaches  another  homily,  on 
tion  in  all  contingencies  and  in  all  the  penny- wise-and-pound-foolish 
quarters  for  the  British  Gk>vem-  principle  which  colours  all  Liberal 
ment  as  full  as  that  claimed  by  the  foreign  policy,  which  makes  Minis- 
Grovernment  of  Russia."  ters  ignore  and   evade  danger  at 

The    representations    made    by    first  appearance,  only   to  have  to 
the   Conservative   Government  in    grapple  with  it,  nil  tney  will  they, 
1875    had    the    effect  of    arrest-    when  its  forces  have  been  develop- 
ing direct  and  overt    action,    al-    ed  to  their  fullest, 
though    the    Russian    officers    in        With    Lord    Salisbury    at    the 
Asia    continued    to   intrigue  and    India  Office  and  Lord  Lvtton  at  the 
plan  further  operations  as  before,    head  of  the   Indian   Govemmenty 
The  advance  by  the    Attrek   was    energetic  attempts  were  made  to 
for  the  time  stopped,  and  Russian    stem  the  tide  of  the  coming  evil,  by 
energy  was  diverted  into  regions    endeavouring  on  the  one  hand  to 
more  remote  from  European   sur-    arrest  the  attempts  which  General 
veillance.    It  was   to  provide  us    Kauffmann's  agents  were  making  to 
with  certain  information,  instead  of    insinuate  themselves  into  Afghan 
the  more  or  less  reliable  rumours    politics  and  secure  a  footing  in  the 
which  from  time  to  time  reached    country,  and  on  the  other  to  recall 
us  of  Russian  doines  in  the  Khan-    the  Ameer  to  the  obligations  of  his 
ates  and  on  the  Balkh  border,  that    alliance  with  India.    %ut  for  both 
Lord  Salisbury  endeavoured  to  ob-    these  objects  their  best  effort  were 
tain   the    appointment  of  British    ineffectual  Ameer  ShereAli  Khan 
agents  in  Afghanistan.     We  have    too    bitterly  resented  the    treat- 
already  seen  how,  through  the  in-    ment  which  he  had  received  from 
ability  of  Lord  Northbrook's  Gov-    the  Duke  ofArgyll  and  Lord  North- 
ernment  to  influence  the  Ameer,    brook,  and  was  already  too  impli- 
who  had  beeen  bitterly  alienated    cated  with  Russia  to  listen  to  Lord 
from  British  interests  by  the  policy    Lytton*s    proffers     and    counsels, 
of  theLiberalGk>vernment,LordSai-    From  the  side  of  St    Petersburg 
isbury's  instructions  fell  through,    we  could  do    equally  little.     The 
Had  we  had  a  British  representa-    shadowof  aRussoTarkish warhad 
tive  at    Herat   and    Candahar   in    fall  en  upon  £urope,andtlieLiberals 
1876,  there  would  have  been  but    were  stirrinjr  the  ooantry  to  sym- 
little  possibility  thatGeneral  Kauff-    pathy  with  Russia  as  the  champion 
mann  would  have  presumed  to  open    of  the  oppressed  principalities  of 
up  these  relations  with  the  Cabul    the  Porte,  and  as  the  dehverer  who 
durbar  which    speedily  led  to  the    was    to    turn     the    "  unspeakable 
ruin    of    Shere  AH.     We    would    Turk "  out  of  Europe  "  DMf  and 
have   had   no  Russian  mission  to    bag^ge."  The  old  taunt  of  Busso- 
Cabul,  with  the  war  which  was  in-    phobia  was  \freely  hnrled  at  any 
evitably   bound   to  flow  from   it.    one  who  even  then  ventured  to  say 
And,  what  more  immediately  con-    that  Russia  was  rapidly  taking  up 
ccrns  us  at  present,  it  is   very  im-    a  position    in  Asia    which  woala 
probable  that  we  should  have  had    enable  her  to  'make  her  influence 
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felt  to  the  disadvantage  of  England,  mination  to  maintain    the  inteff- 

in  the  event  of  a  European  diffi.  rity  of  Afghan  territory  was  only 

ctdty  occurring  between  the  two  itrensthened  by  every  freah  ap- 

Powers.    The  Conseryative  Gk>v.  proach  in  its  direction, 
emment,  however,  did  its  best  to       The  preeence  of  Britidi  troopa 

obtain  an  explanation  of  the  Rns-  in  Afgnaniatan  made  a  great  im» 

aian  aims  in  trafficking  wich  the  pression  upon  Bnseia.  Obeenratioii 

Ameer,  and  have  a  stop  put  to  for  the  time  took  the  place  of  ag- 

communications  between  Gteneral  spression  ;  and  if  she  did  not  aban- 

Kauffmann  and  Cabul.    The  dip-  don  hope  of  ultimatdy  effecting  a. 

lomatic  correspondence    with    ot  lodgment  in  the  IKorat  coantry, 

Petersburg  durins  the  year  1876,  she  waa  very  careful  to  do  nothing 

read    in    the    light  of    the    dis-  that  might  direct  attenti<m  to  the 

closures  which  came  from  the  side  north- weet  frontier  so  long  as  Oa- 

of  Afghanistan,  clearly  show  the  bnl  and  Candahar  were  in  British 

game  of  duplicity  and   bad  faith  occupation.  Natnrally  she  thought 

which    Russia   was  then  playinff.  that  no  nation  having  the  care  of 

Regarding  General    Eauffmanirs  India  upon  its  handstand  governed 

letters  to  the    Ameer,  Russia  at  by  statesmen  possossodof  qommea- 

first  professed  ignorance,  then  dis-  sense,  would  for^p»  the  'Seciri^ 

belief,  then   denial ;  and  finally,  which  the  posssssion  of  Candahar 

when  irrefragable   evidence   was  ffuaranteecL    At  the  peace  of  Oan- 

produced,  declared  that  the  corre-  damak,    Russia   indirectly   made 

spondence  was  merely  dictated  by  known  her  intention  td  vest  on  tibe 

courtesy,  and  had  no  political  siff-  line  of  the  Qzu%  and  for  a  time 

nificance — statements    which    the  seemed  as  if  her  poli<^  contn»lat- 

letters  themselves  showed  to  be  un-  ed  encrcMidimflnts  te  Persiik  Iran 

true.     General  Eauffman,  not  to  be  the  Caspian  as  a  harisi    It  wsa .  At 

outdone  by  unscrnpulousness  at  St  this  juncture  that  the  Csac.  gave 

Petersburg,  denied  both  letters  and  his  assurance  to  Lord  Dofferin  that 

envoys,  and  finally,  the  despatch  Merv  lay  outside  the  limit  of  Bus* 

of  the  famous  mission  to  Shere  Ali,  sian  policy.    But  thanks  to  Skobo- 

even  after  these  were  facts  known  leff's  restlessness,  those  conditions 

to  all  Europe.      With  a  Govern-  were  ''created,"  as  the    Russian 

ment  so  prone  to  evasion,  aud  so  press    said,  which     rendered    an 

committed  to  a  policy  of  duplicity,  onward    march    necessary  ;    and 

little  was  to  be  done  at  that   time  the    return    of    the    Liberals    to 

except  to  remonstrate,  as,  with  the  power,  coupled  with  the-  immedi- 

fate  of  Turkey  depending  upon  the  ate   announcement    that    British 

cautious  attitude  and  moderation  troops  were  to  be  withdrawn  from 

of  Ix)rd  Beaconsfield'sGovernment,  Afghanistan,  encouraged  Russia  to 

we  were  not  then  in  a  position  to  grasp  the  Tekke  country  and  to  pre- 

enforce  an  authoritative   interdict  pare  for  the    absorption  of  Merv 

upon     Russian   aggressive    move-  and     Sarakhs.      It    ought  to   be 

nients  in    Central   Asia.     But    at  widely  known  that,  coincident  with 

the  India  or  the    Foreign    Office  the  change  of  Government  in  Bng- 

each  fresh  step  that  Russia  took  land,  Russia  addressed  a  despatch 

was  carefully  noted  by  Ix>rd  8alis-  to   this  country  explaining  away 

bury,  and    si)e    was  given  to  nn-  the  Emperor's  assurance  to  Lord 

derstan<l  that  England  was  an  in-  Dnfferin  regarding  Merv,  and  re- 

terested  an<l  attentive  spectator  of  lieving  the  St  Petersburg  Minis- 

hermovements,  and  that  our  deter-  ters  of    any  responsibility   which 
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Britain  might  attach   to    acts    in  otherwise  trifling,  is  an  excellent 

violation    of    that    pledge.      The  specimen  of  the  indifference  which 

Russian     Ambassador,     however,  Mr  Gladstone's  Government  mani- 

kept  that  despatch    nine    months  fested  to  a   danger   which   every 

in  his  pocket,  until  the  time  came  person  of  intelligence  saw  to  be, 

when  ne  was  obliged  to  use  it  in  month  by  month,  assuming  larger 

defence  of  the  aggressive  proceed-  proportions.     When    Lord   Gran- 

ings    of    his    Government.     Lord  ville  pressed  for  information  as  to 

Duffcrin,  when  appealed  to,  stated  the  frontiers  of  the  newlv  annexed 

that  the  Emperor's  assurance  was  Tekke  country,  the  snubbinff  reply 

positive,    and    added     (March    8,  M.  deGiersffavehimwas, ''Hewas 

1881)  —  "When      the      Emperor  not  aware  that  when  the  English 

deigned  on  two  occasions  to  give  annexed  territories  they  were  asked 

me  similar  assurances,  his  Majesty  what  their  frontiers  were.**  When, 

made  use  of  the  most  unequivocal  in  February  1882,he  endeavouredto 

language  ;  and   an   intimation   of  obtain  "  some  agreement  as  regards 

this  kind  proceeding  from  so  an-  the  policy  and  position  of  the  two 

gust  a  source  possessed  a  direct  Powers  in  Asia/'  Prince  Lobanow 

and  abiding  force,  which,  of  neces-  quietly  told  him  that  "  it  was  with 

sity,  endured  until  it  was  formally  Persia  that  they  had  then  to  deal ; " 

retracted."    From  the  time  that  and   indirectly    hinted    that  antil 

the  Liberal  Government  took  office,  the  Russian  frontier  impinged  apon 

Russia   adopted  a  new  tone  with  Afghanistan,  Britain  bad  no  claim 

regard    to  ner  encroachments  in  to  mterpose.     Again,  in  the  same 

Central  Asia.     She  treated  all  de-  year,  Lord  Granville  urged  '<  that 

mands  for  explanations  de  hatU  en  if  the  possession  of  Sarakhs  were 

^s;  she   replied  to  all    requests  at  any  time  aimed  at  by  Ruasia, 

for  assurances    about  the  future  it  could   not  be  for  the  purposes 

with  a    curt  "mind    your    own  which  have  hitherto  been  stated  by 

business  "  ;  she  no  longer  sought  them  as  their  object,** — a  plea  the 

to    present      laboured     justifica-  piteousness  of  which  deserved  a 

tions  of   her  actions,  as    she  had  more  gentle  answer  than  the  rebuff 

attempted    when    the     Conserva-  that  "  the  matter  concerned  Russia 

tive    Government  was    in    office,  and  the  Shah  exclusively.** 

Lord     Granville    uttered     feeble  In  fact,  from  the  time  when  Mr 

complaints,    and  the   rest    of  his  Gladstone  came  into  the  Govem- 

colleagues    treated   the  subject  as  mentand  the  Foreign   Office  fell 

one    unworthy  of  their  attention,  into  the  hands  of  Lord  Granville, 

The  crack  of  an   assassin's  rifle  in  all  power  of  influencing  the  Central 

Connemara  roused  them  to  greater  Asian  questian  was  lost  to  England. 

energies*    than    the    booming    of  From  that  time  down  to  the  pres- 

•caniion   to  the  north  of  the  Cau-  ent,  Russia  has  not  had  the  decency 

vasus,  wliich  announced  the  onward  to  resort  even  to  dissimulation,  and 

march  of   Russia   to  the  Afghan  has  gone  straight   to  her  goal  as 

frontier.      In    March    1881,     Sir  if    there   had    been    an  amicable 

Charles  Dilke,  then  Under  Foreign  understanding     with    the  British 

Secretary,  refused  in  the  House  of  Government    upon     the    subject 

Commons  to  be  at  the  expense  of  Sarakhs  and  Merv  were  annexed, 

a  telecram  to  inquire  into  the  truth  almost   without   a  murmur  from 

of  a  rumour— which  after  all  was  the  Liberal  Government,  and  cer- 

merelv   premature— that  the  Rus-  tainly  without  any   remonstrance 

sians  were  at  Merv.    This  incident,  that  was  worth  Russia's  attention. 
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When  at  last,  in  the  face  of  former  force  her  to  aocei>t  a  frontier  which 
-engagementSy  dhe  could  no  lon^^r  would  have  admitted  of  Afghan- 
refuse  to  consent  to  a  delimita-  iatan  remaining  independent»'--we 
tion  of  the  Afghan  frontier,  the  miffht,  perchance,  have  been  ifble 
took  care  to  anticipate  the  de-  to  foroe  her  back  upon  Mervaa  the 
cision  of  the  Commission  by  seizing  Jimit  beyond  which  she  was  notto 
upon  those  positions  inside  the  advance!  But  Hr  Gladstone  and 
Ameer's  territory  which  were  best  AL  de  Oiers  have  made  an  inde* 
calculated  to  enable  her  to  carry  pendent  Afghanistan  an  impecn- 
on  the  game  which  she  has  so  long  oility.  WitnPenjdeb  in  her jposaes- 
and  so  successf ullv  played.  .  sion;  .Bns^  can  uiterrapt  au  com- 
We  have  already  seen  enough  of  munication  between  Cabul  and 
the  spirit  and  fashion  in  which  the  Balki^  dunn|[  the.fionr  or  five 
negotiations  are  bein^  conducted  to  months  in  which  the  paasea.  .of  the 
appreciate  the  situation  which  we  Hindoo  Eooah  are  blocked,  with 
are  now  called  upon  to  face.  Rns-  snow.  She  will  hold  the  Ameer 
«ia  has  now  definitely  planted  respo])Aible  for  the  good  befaftrionr 
herself  inside  the  Afghan  fron-.  of  his  Baikh  sublets,-  whfiL.his 
tier,  with  one  foot  on  Penjdeh  power  over  them,  which  at  the  beet 
and  the  other  on  Zulfikar,  and  with  is  but  limited*  will  be  rendered 
Herat  lying  under  her  shadow,  altogether  impossible.  Sh^  may 
This  is  apparently  the  result  the  accept  the  line  of  th^.  Oj^qs  a$  a 
negotiations  have  brought  about,  boundary;  but  will  jdie  beaUorto 
Hiul  we  stood  firm  for  the  integiity  keep  that  line^  any  more  than:  Ihe 
of  the  Ameer's  territories,  haa  we  has  been  aUe  to  liold  tQ:  crthevef 
taken  the  field  as  we  threatened  to  The  same  procedure,  whi^  )«die 
do,  we  should  have  been  aUe  to  has  foUowed.  in  -etber  cas^^ffiU 

1  8ix  years  ago,  in  an  article  in  this  Magaihie,  in  whiohwe  pelitled  onti  that 
Russian  aggression,  unless  firmly  checked,  must  onlminate  speedily  Ineoiaesadi 
crisis  as  the  present,  we  thus  described  the  policy  by  which  Bassia  was  adding 
area  by  area,  and  knanate  by  khanate,  to  her  Oentral  Asian  aoqiusitions,  as  well 
as  the  assistance  which  the  Liberals  were  rendering  to  her  advance :  ''  So  hm 
as  tlic  Turkestan  commanders  conducted  their  operations  with  secoreoy  an 
despatch,  the  Russian  Chancellor  was  well  content  to  let  them  play  tneir  own 
game.  If  they  were  successful,  the  8t  Petersburg  Govemment  woidd  underCiUce 
their  justification  ;  if  they  failed,  it  would  apolcMpse  for  the '  mal  erUmdu,  as  IL 
de  Westmann,  the  acting  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  called  Qeneral  Uamakin'to 
ambitions  attempt  to  annex  the  Attrek  and  Goorgan  valleys  to  Russia,  The  only 
mistake  they  could  commit  was  being  found  out  too  soon.  .  This  gave  rise  to 
awkward  questions,  which  could  not  always  safely  be  met  by  a  denial  and  ndffiA 
compel  the  Government  for  its  own  credit  to  stop  the  undert^ing.  We  hear 
much  of  Russian  autocracy  and  military  despotism,  but  really  the  ae^M^obeein 
the  Central  Asian  Blue-book  would  almost  tempt  us  to  suppcse  that  no  adminis- 
trators and  commandants  have,  in  modem  times,  enjoyed  naif  the  freedom  and 
latitude  that  have  been  extended  to  the  Russian  officers  in  Oentral  Asia.  There 
is,  withal,  a  deal  of  ingenuous  modesty  manifested  in  the  way  in  which  they  dee- 
cribe  their  own  proce^ings.  A  militiury  expedition  is  plaqffully  designatea  as  a 
recotmaisaance ;  an  annexation  proclamation,  commanding  obedience  to  the 
'  Sovereign  of  the  world,'  and  telling  the  Turkomans '  to  look  tO  thraiselvee  for 
good  or  evil.'  is  a  'mere  friendly  letter'  (Correnwndenoe  reelecting  Central  Aria, 
p.  17);  scouting  expeditions  are  simply  sdentifio  explorations, — and  so  on.  An* 
other  very  surprising  fact  revealed  by  the  correspondence  is,thatthe8t  Petenhmg 
Government  knew  next  to  nothing  of  the  proceedings  of  its  ofBcen  in  Oe^ftnS 
Asia,  for  it  is  almost  invariably  by  the  circuitous  route,  via  the  Govenupettt  of 
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doubtless  hold  good  here,  until,  question  of  a  scientific  frontier 
at  some  early  date,  w«  find  was  examined  in  1877-78  by  the 
Russia  bewailing  the  "  imperious  chief  civil  and  military  author- 
necessity  "  which  has  compelled  ities  in  India,  there  were  still 
her,  much  against  her  will,  to  an-  many  of  them  who  refused  to  re- 
nex  all  the  Ameer's  territories  cognise  the  possibility  of  Bussia 
north  of  the  Paropamisus.  Does  arriving  within  a  distance  from 
Mr  Gladstone  intend  to  present  which  she  would  be  able  to  menace 
Russia  with  Balkh  at  this  junc-  Herat ;  but  even  then  there  were 
ture,  or  does  he  propose  to  reserve  many  authoritative  opinions  ex- 
it for  the  Ameer  ?  In  the  latter  pressed  against  the  disadvantages 
case,  it  is  obvious  that  we  shall  of  our  existing  frontier, 
have  to  charge  ourselves  with  pro-  ,, ,  frequently  aswrted,^ 
vidmg  some  means  of  secunng  ^^  loM  NaJierT  Ma^ala,  '  tiiat 
order  among  the  Balkh  tribes,  as  ^^  gh^U  be  secure  if  we  remain  with- 
well  as  of  preventing  Russia  exact-  in  our  mountain-boundary.  But  this 
ing  those  conditions  which  would  is  at  variance  with  all  history.  A 
sive  her  a  colourable  pretext  for  mountain-chain  that  can  be  paerced 
interfering  with  them.  Thus  we  in  many  places  is  no  security  if  you 
may  safely  anticipate  that  before  hide  behind  it    India  has  been  often 

long  time  elapses  the  Ameer  of  ^^.f?^";?^  ^^^'^^^  ^^^"^rn'ii^^^ 

n«c«i  w.^  4  *  *i.  which   was   never  defended.      India 

Cabul  must,  consequent  upon  the  ^^^^  ^o  fight  the  battle  in  her  own 

present  position   of    Russia,   find  plains,  and  invariably  lost  it.    How 

himself  shorn    of   his    Balkh  do.  much  Austria  lost  in  not  defending 

minions.     And  what  shall  we  say  the  Bohemian  mountains  1  What  might 

of    Southern   Afghanistan  ?     We  have  been  the  position  of  the  Turks 

suppose    no    British    statesman—  ^^  ^©7  no<^  properly  eloeed  the  pas- 

not   even   Mr  Gladstone,  far  less  sage  of  the  Balkans  ?' " 
any  military  authority — will  now        We  have  also  the  authority  of 

recommend  that  our  Iiidian  defen-  Sir  Edward   Uamley,  the    ablest 

sive  frontier  is  to  remain  the  Snlei-  strategist  of   our  time,  in  favour 

man   range   and  the   line   of   tiie  of  the  advantages  which  the  ocou- 

Indus.       With   Russia  overlook-  pation  of  Caadahar  would  afford 

ing  Herat,  we  shall  be  compelled,  us  in  repelling  an  invasion  of  India 

if  not  in  self-defence,  at  least  to  from  the  north-west.     In  a  lecture 

reassure    the  tranquillity  of    our  delivered    at  the  United    Service 

Indian   subjects    to   advance    our  Institute    on    the  13th  Deoember 

strate^cal  frontier    to   Candahar  1878,    General    Hamley,   viewing 

and   the    Helmund.       When   the  his  subject  entirely  in  a  military 

India,  our  Foreign  Office,  and  the  British  Ambassador  at  St  Petersburg,  that  it 
receives  any  information  of  its  own  aggressions  in  Turkistan.  And  so  careful 
were  the  Liberals,  when  in  ofiQce,  of  Russia's  sensitive  feeling  about  the  proceed- 
ings of  her  representatives  in  Central  Asia,  that  they  invariably  evaded  all  allu- 
sion to  these  until  they  had  become  a  matter  of  European  scandal.  This  course 
kept  our  relations  with  Russia  to  all  appearances  fair  and  above-board;  but  it  was 
merely  a  time  policy,  and  each  Govt^rnment  knew  that  the  other  had  something 
behind  hand.  We  have  only  too  clear  a  proof  of  the  timidity  and  want  of  frank- 
ness on  our  own  side,  in  the  suppression  by  the  LibenU  Cabinet  of  the  Indian 
despatch,  dated  30th  June  1873,  which  Lord  Northbrook  had  summed  up  in  a 
tone  conciliatory  to  Russia,  and  '  in  accord  with  Gladstone's  speech,'  and  which 
the  Calcutta  Government  had  expressly  desired  to  be  handed  to  the  Ciar's 
Ministers."— See  **  The  Afghan  War  and  its  Authors,"  Blackwood's 
January  1879. 
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light  and  apart  from  political  oon-  extract    from    the    utoation :  he 

siderations,  thuB  smns  up  the  con-  will  now  enjov  anbn^ee  from  two 

ditionB  of  a  saffioient  frontier  :-^  Powers  inatead  of  from  one^  and 

.*  T    1-.        *  .u       -*u       v-.i#  ^  *e  Rnsaian  ronblee  will  not  be  . 

« Loofang  at  the  northern  half  of  ,      welcome  to  the  -Afghan  mind 

this  part  of  our  territory,  I  think  we  z^.  ,.^^  ^^^  .^^ii-wv-  iL  .n^v^iliJl 

should  be  thankful  for^po«e«hig  a  A*^  ^^7  "^^-l^SL^^ 

frontier  so  easilj  rendOTedimpM-  eecretly  and  m-  contravention  of 

nable.    Iiooking  at  the  southern  halL  agreement     Whatever   promiaee 

we  have  no  less  reason  to  be  thankful  Abdurrahman  may  have^  mad^,  at 

for  having  acquired,  in  Quetta,  such  Rawul  FindL  and  howevjer  mndh 

means  of  vigorous  and  effeotiye  action,  y^^  miffht  viune  an  exclusive  al^- 

and  such  an  opportanity  of  »eoi^  „^    ^t^    British   i^a^    ^ere 

new  ^antages  of  ^%;^}^V^^  Bosnia  on  th^  other  aidV  of  the 

and  decisive  kind.     Wuh  a  garrimm  7;^^       J^^^^  *v-.*  m»««^«;:«^ 

strongly  posted  in  Us  linn  at  CkmOor  Oxus,  he  moat,  now  that  Muscovite 

har,  wUh  aU  the  routes  and  stagsskg  ,ffarriw>ns  are  haiupag  on  hia  bor- 

tahichour/orcesmightheassemSUdon  dera,  cultivate  the  good  ffrac^  of 

that  point,  aU  sources  cf  supply  and  the  Csar's  Government. .  .It  is  idle 

aU  arrangements  for  transport,  laid  iq  repoee  faith  on  Afghan  fidelity  ; 

doum  as  our  trained  stc^  officers  are  gmd  we  may  feel  aaanred  thittJie 

'^tti^J^i^ht'li^^         ^^^  o'  Cabul.  wiU  recoup  liim.. 

ing  from  the  augmented  mOUarypouh  uig  ■ubmOQ*  nom  both  aides,  and 

er  of  Russia  in  the  East,  from  the  msc  by  cheating  both  aa  niuch  aa  he 

-cess  of  her  intrignes,  or  from  hsr  can  contrive  ta,  .Hii  willing;^eia 

open  hostility.    The  grounds  of  our  to  accede  to  JSx  Gladatpntfa  ear* 

assurance    would    be    manifest  and  render  of  part  of  bit  tiarritory  ia 

easily  underetood,  our  native  sUM^  ^  „^^  uncertain  indication  </kia 

rd^'w?:s^irdrs^^^     y^'^^i^t'^'^it^ 

would  be  tranquillity  for  InduL"  ^  ff  good  terma  witti  hia  new 

^       ^  .neighbour.  _Hewm    find,    how 

./  wfi  have  to  ACTAin   fl.dvAnoe  to 
the 

ent  _  , _, 

how  our  position  in  India  is  to  be  tomed  to  receive  a  higher  interest 

secured   if    we   do  not — Southern  upon  political  investments  of  her 

Afghanistan  will  to  all  intents  be  capital  than  Britain  has  been  wont 

lopped  off  from  Cabul.     We  may  to  olaim.     No    treatieSi^  conven- 

do  all  that  we  can  to  preserve  the  tions,  agreements,  or  arraneementa 

semblance  of  the  Ameer's  author-  of  any  nature  that  Mr  Obtdstpne 

ity  there,  but  it  is  inevitable  that  and  M.  de  Oiers  may  devise,  can 

the  province  of  Candahar  will  soon,  prevent  the  Afehan   sovereignty 

to  all   intents,  become  as  much  a  from  speedy  and  complete  extinc- 

part  o€  British  Indian  territory  as  tion,  as  a  direct  result  of  the  {ires* 

Gwalior    or    Indore.     The  Ameer  ent  entanglement. 
will  thus  iind  himself  conBned  to       It  woula  be  idle  at  this  juncture 

his  Cabul  dominions,  and  occupy-  to  speculate  as  to  what  may  be  done 

ing  a  by  no  means  enviable  posi-  between  the  negotiatorswithr^aid 

lion  between  two  Powers,  both  of  to    Herat,    from  what  has  beoi 

whom  will  distrust  him,  aud  with  already  arranged,  it  woold  not  be 

both  of  whom  he  must  perforce  keep  unjust  to  conclude  that  it  is  to  be. 

on  terms.  One  consolation  Abdnr-  left  under  Afghan  government  un-- 

rahman  will  doubtless  be  able  to  til  it  suits  the  convenience  of  Bos- 
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sia  to  occupy  it.      If,  however,  we  Lord  Northbrook,   when   he  used 

desire  to  keep  Herat  out  of  Russian  Shere  Ali's  disposition   as  an  un* 

hands,   there  is  only  one  way  in  answerable  argument  for  thwart- 

which    that   aim   is  likely   to  be  ing  the  Conservative  Secretary  of 

effected.     Herat  must  be  strongly  State. 

fortified,  be  converted  into  a  great  Mr  Gladstone    may   endeavour 

place  des  armes,  at  British  expense,  to  persuade  the   constituencies  of 

f;arrisoned  for  the  Ameer  byBritish  this  country  that  he  is  pkiying 
ndian  as  well  as  Afghan  troops,  the  part  of  a  tgreat  and  prudent 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  statesman  in  moderating  our  in- 
a  Bntish  officer.  It  would  be  su-  dignant  feelings  at  the  way  Russia 
preme  folly  to  trust  such  an  im-  has  been  allowed  to  cheat  and 
portant  position  to  Afghan  soldiers  outwit  us,  and  in  sinking  all 
or  an  Afghan  commandant,  whose  sentiments  of  jealousy  and  re> 
gates  would  readily  open  to  Rus-  sentment  for  the  sake  of  avert- 
sia's  golden  key.  But  perhaps  we  ing  the  evil  of  war.  Should 
are  needless! v  anticipaling  mat-  he  succeed  in  patching  up  any 
ters.  Very  likely  the  security  of  sort  of  understanding  with  Rus- 
Herat  does  not  form  any  part  of  Mr  sia,  no  matter  how  temporary 
Gladstone's  policy;  it  may  be  that  or  hurtful  to  us  in  the  future,  his 
it  is  to  be  left  for  Russia,  ''  at  your  followers  are  prepared  to  hail  it  as 
service — take,  and  welcome,  when  a  diplomatic  victory,  under  the 
you  are  so  disposed."  In  the  same  flush  of  which  they  may  present 
way  it  may  be  useless  to  point  out  themselves  for  re-election.  The 
that  the  new  frontier,  if  we  succeed  Premier  himself  is  in  all  proba- 
in  agreeing  on  one,  will  speedily  be  bility  meditating  a  **  Brummagem  '^ 
converted  into  a  base  for  a  further  revival  at  the  hustings  of  the 
advance,  unless  the  regulation  of  "  Peace- with-honour"  trmmphal  re- 
the  marches  is  intrusted  to  British  turn  from  Berlin.  **  Popidus  vuU 
officers,  who  will  see  fair-play  be-  decipi,  decipicUur.^^  Let  us  not 
tween  Russians  and  Afghans,  and  grudge  the  palm-branches  or  spare 
settle  any  conflict  between  them  our  lungs  in  huzzaing  ;  the  bay- 
before  an  excuse  is  furnished  for  onets  and  groans  will  come  in  due 
the  former  resorting  to  war.    This  course. 

is  an  arrangement  which  naturally  Mr  Gladstone  may  impose  upon 

Russia  will  be  very  loath  to  accede  the  British  elector  whose  only  anx- 

to,  and  which  Mr  Gladstone  is  very  iety  is  to  have  a  Liberal   Govern- 

unlikely  to  press,  as  he  has  the  old  ment  returned  to  office  ;  but  there 

excuse  of  the  unwillingness  of  the  are    over    253,000,000   of  British 

Ameer  to    fall    back   upon.     No  subjects  in  India   who  know  well 

doubt  the   Ameer  would   be  un-  how  their  future  will   be  affected 

willing  to  have  his  frontier  placed  by  the    interchange    of  civilities 

under  the  charge  of  British  officers ;  that  is  taking  place  between  Lon- 

their  presence  would  interfere  with  don   and  St    I'etersburg.      These 

the  free  passage  of  bribes  and  the  know   that  the  evil   day  is  only 

free  play  of  intrigue  between  Merv  being  postponed,  when   the  ques- 

and   Cabul.      But    on    the  other  tion   of  supremacy  between  Eng- 

hand,  since  Russia  has  established  land   and    Russia    in  Asia    must 

herself  inside  the  Afghan  border,  be  settled  in  another  way  than  by 

the  willingness  or  unwillingness  of  diplomacy.    They  also  Know    br 

the  Ameer  cannot  be  allowed  to  experience  that  while  Russia  will 

count  for  so  much  as  it  did  with  steadily  prepare    for  this  events 
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Britain  will  fall  back  into  her  old  whioh  will  create  new^  and  meet 
self-confident  indifference  to  every-  serioas  difficoltiee  for  our  adminia- 
thin^  that  ooncemB  her  interetta  tration.    We  have  al84  a  ■ooroe  of 
outside  the  British  Islands.    And  new  danger  introduced  in  times 
even  should    due  precaution   be  of  popular  excitement ;  for  how- 
taken  to  keep  Russia  in  check  and  ever   sensible   the    na^ves    ma^ 
prevent  her  from  a  second  time  be  of  the   greatet*  benefioenoe  61 
springing  a  mine  upon  us,  the  rapid  British  rule,  pcditioal    eiperienoe- 
development  which  India  has  been  olearlj  tells  us  that  wlsdcUi  Is  not 
undergoing  under  our  administra-  proof;  against  tiie  temptation   of 
tion  must  receive  a  severe  check,  passion,  and  that  Hi  snoh  timet  the 
Ever  since  the  Mutiny,  the  question  sympatny  of  a  rival  Potrar  is  readl- 
of  the  defence  of  our  Indian  em-  ly  had  reooorse  to.   Oar  abiKty  to  . 
pire  has  happily  been  a   matter,  influence  the  nativei  will  hence-  ^ 
of  secondary  consideration.    Now  forth  be  greatly  inipaired;  and  the ' 
it  must   take  the  first   place   in  exercise  of  our.  pOweM  over  them,, 
the  mind  of   every   Government  which  has  nlwayi  beeni  for  their' 
in  that  country,    llie  increase .  of  b^eflt^   mnit   m   f uiure  '  be   !%• 
the  Indian  army — the    extension  strioted  by  the  f ediog  that'  there', 
of  our  frontier  to  the  Helmund —  is   a'  powerful  neij^Mmring  State 
the  construction  of  arsenals,  mill-  r^y  to  turn  any .  popular*  griev- 
tary    railways,    and     strategical '  anoes  among  our  naQve'subjeeta  to. 
works, — will  now  swallow  up  the  'ourown  ditediantage.  Our  career' 
larger   portion    of    the    revenue  in    India,    until   a    feif   niottthil 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  able  ago  so  bright  alld  promiiiiiff,  hM"' 
to  expend  upon   works  of  utility  been  suddenly  overeaat  witn  the' 
and  in  the  improvement  of    the  doud  of  a  future  full  of  difficulties 
people.     We  shall  have  to  largely  and  danrars.    And  why  f  Merely' 
mcrease  our  native  forces  just  at  because  %ii^llmd  chooses  to  oom- 
the  time  when  we  are  beginning  to  mit  the  destiniee  6f  hei^  empire  to 
discover  that  the  old  recruiting-  the    guidance    of    a    demagogue 
groundH  where  we   were   wont  to  instead  of  a  statesman.    The  sole 
raise   such   excellent  soldiers    are  ground  for  hoping  that  we  may 
practicallv  worked  out,  and   that  yet  be  able  to  save  our  position  in 
civilisation  and  prosperity  are  ren-  Asia,  and  re-establish  our  credit 
dering  the  former  military  classes  in  Europe,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
indifferent  to  the   attraction  of  a  IVemier's  own  intimation  that  he 
warlike  career.     Added  to  this,  we  is  *^  a  person  whose  future  inter. 
shall  have  to  encounter  the  doubts  vention  in  political  conflicts  is  much 
that  are  being  fast  engendered  in  more  likely  to  be    measured  by 
the  minds  of  the  native  masses  as  weeks  than  by  months,  and  cer- 
to  our  ability  to  hold   the  country  tainly  by  months  more  than  by 
should  Russia  choose  to  lay  her  years." 
hands     upon     it,  —  a     sentiment 
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GORDON,  WOLSELEY,  AND  SIR  CHARLES  WILSON. 

One  of  her  Majesty's  officers,  of  Wilson,   R.E.      Sir  Charles    pro- 

bonourable  antecedents,  and  who  ceedcd  immmediately^to  strenguien 

has  lately  been  engaged  in  a  most  the  position   in    which^  the   force 

responsible  service,   is  at  present  was  at  the  time,  constructed  some 

exposed  to  imputations,  the  justice  field-works  under  a  heavy  fire,  left 

of  which  it  is  no  less  important  to  his  hospital,  stores,  and  other  im- 

the  public  than  to  himself  to  in.  pedvuetita  there  with  a  garrison  to 

vestigate.     Everybody  knows  that  defend  them,  and  with  the  rest  of 

Sir  Charles  Wilson,  after  crossing  his  troops  marched   for  the  Nile, 

the  desert  with  Stewart's  column.  On  the  way  he  fought  a  gallant 

went  up  the  Kile  to  Khartoum  in  action   with   a  large  force  of  the 

the  hope  of  finding  Gordon  still  in  enemy,  which  he  completely  de- 

possession  of  the  city,  and  that  he  feated  and  drove  off — not   with- 

only  reached  it  to  nnd  it  in  the  out  'fresh     losses     to    his     own 

hands  of  the  Mahdi.     Upon  these  force — and  then   marched  to   the 

facts  a  charge  has  now  been  made  Nile,  and  bivouacked  on  its  bank, 

against  him  to  this  effect,  that  his  Next  day,  the  20th,  he  placed   a 

object  was,  or  should  have  been,  to  village  near  the  spot  in  a  condition 

relieve  Gordon  and  save  the  city,  of  defence,  and  left  a  small  garri- 

and  that  these   ends  would  have  son  to  hold  it,  while   the  troops 

been  fulfilled  had  he  not  unneces-  marched  back  to  the  position  of 

saril^  delayed  to  begin  his  voyage,  the  day  before,  and  brought  away 

He  IS,  in  fact,  accused   of  having  the    wounded    and    most  of   the 

caused  the  death  of  Gordon  and  stores ;  not  all,  however — and  he 

the  fall  of  Khartoum,  by  want  of  was  forced  to  leave  the  remainder, 

due    promptitude.     This  we  pro-  protected  by  one  of  the  small  works 

pose  to  inquire  into,  and  we  will  ne  had  thrown  up,  till  next  day. 

oegin  with  a  plain  statement   of  That  dav,  the  21st,  several  events 

the  course  of  events  as  set  forth  occurred.     He  made  a  reconnais- 

chiefiy  in  papers  first  presented  to  sance  in  force  of  the  neighbouring 

Parliament ;  and  we  ao  this  from  town  of  Metammeh,  and  found  it 

a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  an  officer  strongly  occupied    by  the  enemy, 

still  absent  on  service,  and  unable  who  ha!d  placed  it  in  a  state  of  de- 

to  enter  on  his  own  defence.  fence,   with   loopholed  walls,  and 

On  the  18th  January,  Sir  Her-  three  guns  in  position.      Dunne 

bert  Stewart,  after  his  first  action  the  reconnaissance  four  of  Gk>rdon's 

at  Abu  Klea,  followed  by  a  halt  Egyptian  steamers  appeared,  and 

for  the  night  at  the  wells,  resumed  landed  men  and  guns  to  take  part 

his  movement   towards  the   Nile,  in    the    operation.     And    the   re- 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  when  mainder  of  the  stores  left  in   the 

between  three  and  four  miles  from  desert  were  brought  in,   and  the 

the  river,  his  advance  was  opposed  force  being  now  completely  assem- 

by  the  enemy  in  considerable  num.  bled,  the  camp  was  moved  down  to 

bers,  whose  sharpshooters  caused  the  water's  edge,  and  the  village 

several    casualties    in    our  force,  he   had   previously  occupied  was 

besides  mortally  woundine  its  com-  held  as  a  fortified  outpost, 

mander.     The  command  thereupon  Here  it  is  to  be  specially  noted 

devolved  upon  Colonel  Sir  Charles  that   Wilson,  hitherto  in  a  quite 
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irrespoiisible position  with  reference  in  order  ihai'he  might  become  00- 

to  tne  troops,  had  now  suddenly  quaintedmth  Woleeley^e  plan^  Ukd 

to  proYide  not  onW  for  his  mission  be  able  to  oo-operate  m  its  aooom- 

to  Kartonm,  bnt  for  the  safety^  of  plidiment.     And,    on   the   other 

the  whole  force,  in  most  harassing  nand,  it  is  eqoally  certain    that 

oircumstances.  Wilson  understood  his  mission  in 

News  now  beean  to  oome  in  the  same  sense^  for  on  the  8th 

persistently  of   Uie    approach  of  Jannairy  he  thus  wrote  home : — 
bodies  of   the  enemy  trom  both  1 

sides,  down  the  Nile  f rohi  the  si&       "  I  »<*?  to-day  with  Stewart's  fme 

of  Kftrtonm  Anii  nn  thn  NiIp  fmm  ^  iB^*"^  Metammeh,  and  then  I  am  to 

01  tvanoum,  ana  up  tne  sane  trom  ^n  the  Wockade  and  io  hitoKartoam 

the  22d,  Wilson,  taking  three  <«  ©at  the  real  state  of  aftos.  •  .  .  I 
the  newly  arriyed  steamers  and  gm  in  capitid  Rdzits  at  the  prospect 
two  companies  of  infantry,  went  before  me,  anohme  I  shall  be  sue- 
down  the  river  to  Shendy,  reoon-  cesrfuL  After  all,  I  diluD  be  one  of* 
noitred  the  bank,  satisfied  himself  the  first  to  see  Ckndon.  I  am  to  eom4 
that  the  enemy  was  not  mproaoh.'  ^5^  V^  ^  7*?  i?  ***^  *®  ^25* 
ing  on  that  sfde,  and  reta»ed  to  J2!?2SL"S^!?^ 
hif  camp  the  same  day,  and  hand-  SlStoi'^  has  not  come  on  be- 
ing  over  the  command  to  Colond 

Boscawen,    prepared   to   proceed       When  the  steamers  came  down> 

himself  to  Kartoum,  sending  ^  off  they  brought  with  them  the  last 

the  same  day  a  despatch  toTiord  volume  of  Gordon's  diary  (which  it 

Wolseley  informing  him  of  the  is  not  likely  that  Wilson,  occupied 

particulars  just  narrated.  as  he  was,  Lad  time  to  read),  and 

Now  there  can  be  no  possible  also  a  letter  from  Gordon  susgest- 

doubt  of   the  view  which   Lord  ing  certain  changes  as  expedient  in 

Wolseley  took  of  Wilson's  misrion  tibe  manning  of  toe  veasefs.    FnUy 

to  Kartoum,  for  he  describes  it  impressed  with  the  necessity    of 

himself    in    the  letter   which    he  despatch,    Wilson    had,    notwith- 

wrote    from    Korti    on   the  39th  standing  his  many  anxieties  about 

January,  forwarding  the  preceding  his  little  force,  decided  on  leaving 

despatch  from  Wilson.   He  says—  it  in  its  most  precarious  situation  ; 

-  I  am  now  also  enabled  to  commu-  ^^  although  he  himself,  ito  com- 

nicau^  by  steamer  direct  with  General  mander,   was    responsible  for  ito 

Gordon  in  Kartoum,  and  thus  to  raise  safety,   and    though  it  was    still 

the  veil  which  has  so  long  hung  round  threatened  with  attack,  he  never- 

that  city,  preventing  one  from  asoer-  theless  started   at  8  A.M.  on  the 

taining   its  real  condition,   or   from  24th  on  his  mission  to  communi* 

conimunicating  my  plan  to  the  gallant  cate  with  Gordon.     He  had  done 

and  heroic  soldier  who  has  so  long  ^^jj  ^    ^„,j  ^^^  his  troops  by  ren- 

and  so  nobly  defended  it  under  most  V  .      A.  *         •*•      j  /  iLvL  ^a 

adverse  and  extremely  trying  oondi-  denng  their  position  defensible  and 

tions/'  ^     ^    o  Y}j  reconnoitnnpr  the  neighbour- 

hood ;  and  leaving  two  steamers 

Here   then   we   have  the    most  under  Lord 'Charles  Beresford  to 

authentic   account  possible    (sub-  assist  in  the  defence,  he  took  two 

sequently,   as   we  shall  see,  con-  others  for  his  voyage,  on  board  of 

firmed  from  the  same  source)  of  which  were  some  officers,  30  Brit* 

what  it  was  that  Wilson  was  ex-  ish  non-commissioned  officers,  and . 

pected  to  do.     He  was  to  open  com-  men,  and  180  Arabs.    The  follow-  * 

ymmkatiou  xnith  Oaieral  Oordon,  ing  incident,  under  the  date  of 
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this  same  day,  the  24thy  he  thus    to  the  stream,  on  the  west  bank  ; 
records  : —  it  had  been  held  by  Gordon's  troops 

ii  wi.  ou  -1  v  T  XV  »P  to  t^®  14tl>  December,  but  was 
1  f  y^l""  near  Sheikeih  I  saw  on  the  J^^^^  invested  by  the  Madhi,  bo 
left  bank,  m  the  distance,  a  portion  ^x:  ^  A  ;%  i/^  i„  ^^^^.L ; 
of  the  force  under  Feki  Mustafa,  that  Gordon  could  only  pommuni- 
which  we  had  heard  on  the  2l8t  was  ^^^te  with  it  by  telegraph,  and  the 
marching  on  Metammeb.  I  ascer-  Arabs  Ihad  established  pins  on  the 
tained  afterwards  that  this  force,  river  bank  there  which  shelled 
about  3000  men,  had  halted  on  receiv-  every  vessel  that  ran  down.  Gor- 
ing news  of  the  battle  of  Metammeh,  don  had  for  long  been  in  great 
w^^  S^^  ^i!?^'^^  ^  *^^  ^^''''  **  anxiety  about  Omdurman,  and  it 

SrJ"        '            """            ''''  """^  ^«<^»°^^  1^^^«  ^^  Wilson  about  the 

time  he  reached  Gubat  that  the 

Navigation   is  not  possible  on  Madhi  had  captured  it.     This  of 

the  Nile  in  the  hours  of  darkness,  itself  made  a  great  change  in  the 

and   their  progress  was  between  situation  of  Gk>rdon,  and  entailed 

dawn  and  sunset.     On  the  27th  ^<  a  a  vastly  increased  risk  on  vessels 

man  shouted  out  from  the  left  bank  attempting  to  reach  him. 

that  a  camel-man  had  just  passed  Wilson's  steamers  finally  reached 

with  the  news  that  Kartoum  had  the  junction  of  the  two  Niles,  and 

fallen,  and   that   General  Grordon  were  between  Omdurman  on  the 

had   been   killed  ; "   and  <<  on  the  one  side  and  Tuti  Island  on  the 

28th,  a  Shagiyeh  on  the  right  bank  other.     Kartoum  commands    this 

informed   us   that    Kartoum    had  low  flat  island  ;  and  the  fact  that 

fallen   two  days  previously,   and  the  enemy  were  on  it,  almost  of 

that  Gordon  had  been  killed."^'  This  itself  implied  the  fall  of  the  city, 

same  morning  the  steamers  were  What  followed  is  thus  described 

fired  on  from  Halfiyeh,    an  Arab  in  Wilson's,  report : — 

village  and  fort  below  Kartoum,  **When   abreast    of    Tuti   Island, 

with  four  guns  and  rifles.     Next,  which  we  expected  to  find  in  Qeneral 

two  guns  on  the  right  bank  opened  Gordon's  possession,  we  were  received 

on  the  steamers,  and  a  heavy  rifle-  ^7  »  sharp  musketry-fire  at  froni  75 

fire  from  both  banks,  sustained  till  to  200  yards'  range ;   three  or  four 

♦k^  ,r««-^i«  ^««,«      -lu-       -.           r  Kuns,  of  which  one  was  certainly  a 

the  vessels  came  withm  range  of  |^^    ^    ^^          ^  ^^^  tbe  upper 

the  guns  of  Omdurman.  ^^^^^^  f^^^  or  from  Kartoum,  two 

Here  we  will  interrupt  the  diary  guns  from  the  fort   at   Omdurman, 

of  events  to  describe  the  features  and  a  well-sustained  rifle-&re  from  the 

of  the  Nile  near  Kartoum,  which  left  bank. 

become  now  of  importance.     Kar-  **0n  reaching  the  point  marked  A 

toum  is  on  the  bank  of  the  Blue  o°  the  accompanying  map,  I  came  to 

>jno  .  tiio  Whw^  xr;i^  fl^«ro  ^««f  the  conclusion  that  Kartoum  was  in 

wilVJtL^             \\^7    ^-  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  that  it 

west  of  the  town  ;  and  the  two  jom  ^^^|^  ^  ^  ^legg  sacrifice  of  Ufe  to 

about   two  to  three  miles  below,  attempt  to  land  or  try  to  force  a  nas- 

The  Blue  Nile,  branching  at  Kar-  sage  to  the  town  itself.    I  therefore 

toum,  forms  the  island  of  Tuti,  one  ordered  the  Bordein  to  turn  and  run 

end  of  which  is  only  sepfirated  from  down    the    river    full    speed.      The 

Kartoum   by   the   branch   of    the  Tala  Hawiyeh,  which  had  grounded 

olrt^ti^   pther  end  is  nearly  Srof%"utrtSd,"7oWi^^^ 

opnosite  the  junction  of  the  two  ^y^^  g^^^^„  ^^  ^p  j^^  the  night 

Niles,   and    also    neariy   opposite  ^ear   Tamanieb.     Here   I   sent   out 

Omdurman.     This  last  place  is  a  two  messengers— one  to  go  to  Kar- 

f ort,  with  works  extending  down  toum  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  General 
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Gordon,  the  other  to  ooUeot  inf ormi^  says  i   **  Lieutenant   Stnart-Winrt* 

tion.    The  latter,  on  his  return,  stated  ley*e  report,  whiefa  ia  amongst  the 

that  he  had  met  a  Jaalin  Arab,  who  enclosnres  of  this  deepatoS,  des* 

^!f  Jl^!St*^*  t^tSS?  ^JSi^iSS  scribesUieattemptmade'byCoIopel 

t^he^'S  S^'^«£~2S  £  fi'Charlo.  Wi4n  U>  xi^ 

Mudir  of  the  tOTO,  and  that  General  ionmM  thepurposwrcam^ 

Gordon  was  dead.    He  also  said  that  inf  wM  General  GordonT   (Thia 

on  the  27th  the  Mahdi  had  entered  is  the  confirmation  of  the  nature 

Eartoam,    praved   in    the    principal  of  Wilson's  mission  which  we  be- 

mosque,  and  then  retired  to  Omdnr^  f^re  alladed  to.)    And  in  the  same 

man,  leaving  the  town  to  three  dsys'  despatch,  Lord  Wolseley  says  that 

^^v^-t.  ^o«/.««  wWak  1^  m^  to  fki.   if  tJtte  news  of  the  fall  of  Eartoam 
ine  reasons  wnion  lea  metotne    *     ^        ^.■*       •    •        *ji.»    ^^«^^ 

conclusion  that  Kartoum  had  fallen  be  true,  *«themistt<m  of  lAis  force^ 

were,— the  hea^  fire  brought  to  bear  which  was  the  rettrf  ofKarlaump 

upon  us  from  Tuti  JsUma ;   the  ab-  falls  to  the  ^pronnd.    The  strength 

sence  of  any  fire  from  Kartoum  in  and  oomposition  of  this  little  army,. 

oursupport;  the  fact  that  no  Ilgyptian  was  oaloolated  for  Ae  reiteff  not 

flag  was  flying  from  any  phioe  Inor  the  siege  and  capture  of  Kartown.** 

near  the  town,  though  povernment  (Theiulics aieVnrs.)   ' 

and  other  houses  were  plainly  visible ;    V  ^.|^^^  ~*  ^. ^j  '      au^  :.i.,.^ 

the  presence  of  a  hirge  numlir  of  der^  .J^^J"  wmamed  pn  the  island. 
vishes  with  their  banners  on  the  sand-  UH  the  8d  Febmary,  when,  Inst  aa 
^it  B ;  and  the  fact  that  a  number  of  he  was  preparing  to  make  hia  wmy^ 
General  Gordon's  troop-boats  and  nuff-  down  the  nght  bank,  Lord  Oharlea 
gers  were  lyiuff  along  the  left  bamc  Beresf ord  in  the  Safidi  eame  to 
of  the  White  Nile  under  Omdurman  the  rescue,  and  after  a  fight  with 
^®^"  the   enemy's   batteir,   in   which 
On  the  29th  one  of  the  steamers  Wilson  took  part  with  his  one  gim 
ran    on    a   rook    and   foundered,  and  his  riflemen  fnun  the  opposite 
Everything  was  taken  on  board  bank,    all   were    embariked^    and 
the  other,  which  continued  the  de-  reached  Oubat  on  the  evening  of 
scent  of  the  river  till,  on  the  Slst,  the  4th.     Wilson  then  started  for 
within  about  30  to  40  miles  of  the  Korti,  and  was  there  on  or  before 
camp  at  Gubat,  and  a  little  above  the  11th,  for  his  report  is  dated 
a  fortified  post  of  the  enemy,  the  from  that  place  on  that  day. 
remaining  steamer  grounded,  and  Up  to  this  time,  we  have  seen,. 
was   beached   on  a  small    island,  there  was  no  question  as  to  the 
where  everything  was  landed.    At  nature  of  Wilson's  mission.    But 
dark,  Lieutenant  Stuart- Wortley,  it   had   now  become   deeply  im* 
of  \V  ilson's  staff,  started  for  Gubat  pressed  on  Lord  Wolsele]r8  mind 
with  information  of  the  situation  that  the  costly,  lavishly-supplied 
and  a  request  for  assistance.     He  expedition,  to  which  the  attention 
left  in  a  small  boat,  an/T  running  of  the  world  had  been  so  pointedly 
past   the   battery,  reached  Gubat  invited,  was  a  lamentable  failure. 
early  next  morning.  Here  he  gave  His  meditations    on    this   subject 
his  report  of  the  events  he  had  wit-  seem  to  have  given  birth  to  the 
nessed  to  the  officer  commanding,  idea  that  Wilson  might  be  made 
who  forwarded  it  with  a  letter  of  his  responsible  for  the  catastrophe,  for 
own  to  Lord  Wolseley  the  same  in  his  next  deq>atch,  dated  15th 
day,  (Ist  Feb.).     Lora  Wolseley,  .  February,  forwarding  Wilson's  re- 
in his  despatch  to  Lord  Harting-  port  of  tne  11th,  Wolaeley  says:*— 
ton,  dated  9th  Feb.,  conveying  the  «  Mt  Lobd, — ^I  have  the  honoor  to 
information  of  the  fall  of  Kartoum,  enclose  a  Report  by  Sir  Oharias  Wil* 


^76                   Gordo7i,  Wolselej/y  and  Sir  Charles  Wilson.  [June 

son  of  his  endeavour  to  reach  Ear-  •  proper  thing  to  do  would  be  to  clear 

toum  in  a  steamer  for  the  purpose  of  Halflyeh   camp  of  the  Arabs   before 

communicating  with  General  Gordon,  coming  up    here.     You    would    then 

Attached  to  this  report  is  an  interest-  communicate  with  Eartoum  by  land, 

in^  diary  of  events,  and  Sir  Charles  and  avoid  having  to  run  the  gauntlet 

Wilson^s  proceedings  \ipon  that  occa-  of  Arab  guns  in  penny  steamers." 

^^H'j.  .       ^  X    xu-  1     *  u             1  And    on    the    14th    December, 

**It  IS  sad  to  thmk  of  how  nearly  u        r             *      *u      i«-4.    ^^^i 

averted  was  the  fall  of  Kartoum,  and  w^?»,  ^^    ^'^^e    ^^«    ^?^^    ^^^* 

how  short  was   the  interval  of  time  which  have  reached  us,  he  says — 

between  the  death  of  General  Gordon  **  if  i  ^ere  in  command  of  the  two 

and  the  arrival  of  those  steamers  whose  hundred  men    of   the   expeditionary 

appearance  before  Kartoum  with  a  few  force  which  are  all  that  are  necessary 

Bntish  soldiers  on  board  would,  he  for  the  movement,  I  should  stop  just 

said,  ensure  his  safety  and  that  of  the  below  Halfiyeh,  and  attack  the  Arabs 

•city  also.  at  that  place  before  I  came  on  here  to 

**This    opinion    so    expressed    by  Kartoum.     I  should  then   communi- 

General  Gordon,  and  other  evidence  cate  with  the  North  Fort  [an  outwork 

lately  obtained,  leave  little  doubt  that  of  Kartoum  on  the  other  side  of  the 

had  Sir  0.  Wilson's  steamers,  with  the  Blue  Nile],  and  act  according  to  cir- 

small  detachment  of  British  soldiers  cumstances.'' 

they  carried,  reached  Kartoum  on  the  «     i_           -n     j     »      i       r       i_ 

25th  instead  of  the  38th  January,  the  Such  was  (rordon  s  plan  for  the 

place  would  not  have  been  surrendered,  action  of  the  expeditionary  foroe 

'*  In  justice  to  the  soldiers  and  sailors  for  his  relief.     It  is  entirely  oon- 

whom  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  tradiotory  of  the   opinions  whioh 

I  feel  bound  to  add  that  it  was  not  Lord  Wolseley  attributes  to  him. 

through  any  lack  of  zeal  or  want  of  j^.  ^^^s  not   relate  at 'all  to  the 

Tnl^^Sffiurtirdl^^^^  attempt  to  communicate  with  him 

it  had  fallen.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  ^\  wnich   he  knew  nothing,   and 

saying  that  all  ranks  worked  as  hard  which  was  Lord  Wolseley  s  alone, 

as   human  beings  could,    hoping   to  Whether  Wilson    knew  of  these 

render  the  earliest  possible  assistance  opinions  of  Gordon  is  doubtful  :  if 

to   their   heroic   comrade   who    was  he  did,  he  could  not  have  acted 

besieged  in  Kartoum."  on    them,   his   force   on  the  NUe 

Alongside    these    passages,  im~  bein^  already  dangerously   weak, 

plying  such  a  heavy  charge  against  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  reconcile, 

Wilson,  we  will  place  some  others  or  to  attempt  to  reconcile.  Lord 

from  the  end  of  Gordon's  diary,  Wolseley's    version    of    Gordon's 

and,  therefore,  containing  the  last  opinions  with  Gordon's  own. 

of  his  recorded    opinions  on    the  As  to  the  supposition,  "  had  Sir 

subject.     Halfiyeh  is  an  Arab  vil-  C.  Wilson's  steamers  reached  Kar- 

lage  and  fort  on  the  right  (east)  toum  on  the  25th  instead  of  the 

bank  of  the  Nile,  about  8  to  10  28th  January,"  what  possible  ob- 

miles   below  Kartoum,   and  Wil-  ject  can  Yf^  gained  bv  stating  it, 

«on's    steamers    had    sustained    a  when  we  know  that  tne  steamers 

heavy  fire  from  it  in  running  past,  were  not  reported  by  Lord  C.  Ber- 

Under  date  of  the  28th  November,  esford  as  repaired  and  readv  for  a 

Gordon's  diary  says —  fresh  start  till  3  p.m.  on  the  22d, 

..  Tr  ^u     X             J                         ,  as  testified  by  Lord  Hartington  in 

hs.Ji^%h^r.T,^'',  '"''"'f  i?^i  *^v?  the  House  of  Commons  on  tfie  14th 

nave  not  the  sense  to  stop  at  Halnveh,  a     -i  i    ^  o         j        *u  ^  j      <•.!. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  warn  them  by  a  AP"^  ^^\  ^r*"'^ ''''  ^**  ^^^  ^^""^ 

tremendous  fire  on  the  Arabs  at  Om-  ^^^  "^ed  for  the  most  necessary 

durman.    The  danger  is  at  the  point,  trip  down   the  river.     It  was  im- 

[This  is  where  Wilson  stopped.]    The  possible,  therefore,  that  they  could 
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reaoh  Eartoam  on  the  25th  ;  and  the  enemy'a  garrison  in  Metammeb^ 

the  imputation  on  WUson  conveyed  there  were  mmoiira  of  hodtile  f oree» 

by  the  passa^  is,  in  any  oaee,  with-  advancing  on  both  aides.    He  had, 

out  foundation.    But  it  is  to  be  therefore,  uigenthr  to  provide  for 

noted  that  here  Lord  Wolseley  is  the  defence  of   his  camp,     This- 

taking  absolutely  new  ground ;  for,  anxious  condition  of  ailaini  o<»i- 

having  sent  Wilson  to  oommani-  tinned  up  to  the  afternoon  of  the- 

oate  with  Gordon,  he  is  here  im-  S3d,  when  the  steamers  were  re- 

plying  that  his  duty  was  to  relieve  paired  and   ready.      **  The   only 

him.  day,"  says  Wilson,  ^that  mi|^t 

At  this  time  the   Oov^mment  have  been  saved  was  the  88d,  as- 

seems  to  have  become  alive  to  the  the  reconnaissance  showed  that  Ae 

careful  avoidance  by  Lord  Wolse-  force  had  nothinff  to  fear  from  Uie 

ley  of  all  approval  of  Wilson  ;  not  Bo-ber  direction/'    He  means  that 

one  word  of  commendation  had  he  it  mi|^t  have  been  save4  had  he- 

ffiven  to  the  victor  of  Oubat, — a  known  the  real  state  of  the  case  ;. 

fact  which  had  been  noticed  early  but  he  did  not  faiow  it,  and  it  was 

in  February  in  the  London  press,  most   necessary   to   ascertain   it 

On  the  11th  February  Lord  Uart-  Thore  remains  the  ZBd.    Of  this 

ington  telegraphs  to  Lord  Wolse-  day  he  says — 
ley  :   "Express  warm  recognition       «<Genflral  Gordon,  in  a  meat  char- 

of  Government  of  brilliant  services  aoteiistic  MIer,  addressed  to  the  ^M 

of  Sir  Charles  Wilson,  and  satisf  ao-  of  the  8lalI,or  to  the  Qfflcsr  Oommaiid- 

tion  at  gallant  rescue  of  his  par^."  ing  the  British  advanoed-gnani,  in- 

Now  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  >i*^  stroufldy  on  our  Ufinf  actoal 

this  telegram  is  omitted  from  the  fwamwdclthestem^a^ 

publisherparliamentary    papers.  ^jTSS^tX^S^ 

More  than  a  month  hiter,  Wilson  STwrotelhsSoM  teSS^ti»m2l^ 

seems  to  have  been  called  on  for  a  Imbusss  of  these  men  in  action,  and 

Btatement  of  the  occupation  of  the  begged  that,  if  the  boats  were  n<A 

interval  between  his  arrival  on  the  manned  by  British  sailors,  they  should 

Nile   and  his   departure  for  Ejsr-  be  sent  back  to.  him  with  none  but 

toura.      Accordingly,  on  the  88d  Soudanese  crews  and  soldiers.    Itwaa 

March  he  wrote  the  report  which,  T^^H^ft^  ^^*^!J  J^k*^**^^? 

;«^^w^lTr  f^  •  ^.,^«*;^«  ^^-^  Tj    '  should  be  manned  by  the  Naval  Bri- 

n  reply  to  »  queBtion,  Lord  Ha^  gade,  but  Loid  Oharli  Beresford  was. 

tinL^on,  on  15th  May,  said  should  ^  hospital,  unable  to  walk,  and  all 

be  laid  on  the  table,  and  which  is  the  other  cfficers  of  the  Brigade,  and 

now  before  us.     In  it  Wilson  sets  several  of  the  best  petty  omom  and 

forth  the  situation  of  bis  force  on  men,  had  been  killed  or  wounded.    It 

the  2l8t,  when  the  steamers  reach-  was  therefore  impossible  to  carry  out 

ed  him      It  had  been  much  weak-  ^®  original  plan ;  and  though  Lord 

ened  by  .he  heavy  losses  of  the  17U.  SS^^rff^^licS^L^teffffi 

and  19th  ;  it  was  to  be  further  di-  that  I  could  not  deprive  theforoC  of 

minished  by  the  return  of  the  con-  the  only  naval  officer  with  it.  emedally 

voy  and  escort  to  Gakdul,  and  it  as  the  steamers  left  behina  nught  be- 

waH  hampered  by  the  large  number  called  upon  at  any  time  to  take  part 

of  wounded.     The  men,  too  (this  in  active  operations  agahourt  the  enemy. 

he  does  not  say  in  the  report,  but  ?  ^J^  therrfore  neceseary  to  select 

elsewhere),  were  quite  exhausted  ^'^^I'^'^'^'^^'T^!^^ 

♦i  ♦!    <i  u*-       4"*"^  %^^u^iAovB%M  ^p^^  ^^  ^^^  ships,  and  to  transfer 

with  the  fighting  and  want  of  sleen  them  to  the  two  steameis  gofaig  tc 

—horses  and  camels  were  knocked  Kartoum.    This  was  the  chier  rmmm 

up.     And  besides  the  presence  of  for  the  delay  on  the  IML'* 
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Now,  even  supposing  that  a  few  is  implied  in  Lord  Wolaeley^a  de- 
hours  of  daylight  could  have  been  spatch  of  the  15th  February,  and 
saved  on  the  23d — and  we  do  not  must  be  read  as  declining  to  say  a 
know  that  they  could  ;  on  the  con-  word  which  might  tend  to  absolve 
trarv,  we   gather  from   the  report  Wilson. 

that"  they   oould    not — yet,    even  We    need  hardly  say   that   the 

then,  the  steamers  could  not  have  whole  theory  that  Gordon's  rescue 

reached   Kartoum  till  late  on  the  was  possible,  evei^  by  Wolseley's 

2Tth,  the  day  after  the  fall  of  the  whole  force,   had   it'  reached  tne 

place.     The  point  is  therefore  of  Nile  before  Nelson's  scanty  column 

absolutely  no  importance   to   the  got  there,  rests  upon  nothing  but 

issue.       Unless   Wilson    had   left  wild  assumption.   The  truth  of  the 

his     exhausted    force    unfortified  matter  is,  we  doubt  ngt,  that  put 

and   exposed   to  attack,   and  had  forth  as  his  opinion  by  Lord  Oran- 

embarked  in  steamers  unprepared  ville  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 

for  the  voyage,  which  Gordon  held  18th  May.   lie  said  : — 

to  be  so  perilous^  he  could  not  have  ,.                                 .^ 

reached  kartoum  even  on  the  26th.  ^.^    ^^^^  ^^^  cause  was  that  tooki 

It  appears  not  only  an  absurdity,  ^o  the  Soudan.     I  am  bound  to  say  it 

but  a  mischievous    absurdity,   to  signifies  very  much.    It  was,  if  pos- 

charge  a  man  who   had  done  so  sible,  to  save  General  G<nrdon.    ido 

much   in   such   harassing  circum-  not  believe  It  was  a  question  of  time 

stances  with  not  doing  more.    To  —that  is  purely  a  matter  of  minion. 

our  mind  he   needed  no  defence,  I  believo  that  treachery  would  have 

and  ought  not  to  have  undergone  ^f^?^??^  *^^^f *f  ^^^^l**'5  ~"«^ 

the    i^utation    implied    in^the  expedition  might  have  arrived. - 

demand  for  explanation.  So  say  we,  and  we   will  give  a 

This  report  (was  sent  home  by  reason  for  the  belief  which  Lord 

Ix)rd  Wolseley,  with  a  letter  from  Granville  would  naturally  absUin 

himself,  which  we  here  give  entire,  from.       The  Mahdi    (as    will   be 

found,   we    believe,  in    Gordon's 

**Cairo,.13^A  Apn7. 1885.  diary)   knew  of  our  declared  in. 

'*  My  Lord,— I  have  the  honour  to  tention  to    abandon    the  Soudan 

forward  a  letter  from  Colonel  Sir  C.  after  the  rescue  of  Gordon.     He 

Wilson,  R.E.,  giving  the  reasons  for  had    means   of    consUntly     com- 

the   delay  in   the  departure  of   the  municating    with    the    troops    in 

steamers  from  Crubat.  Kartoum        He    would    theref on> 

**  I  do  not  propose  to  add  any  re-  ^anoum.       rie    wouia    ineretore 

marks  of  my  own  to  this  letter.    The  a^g^e   with   them  m   this  cogent 

reasons  given  by  Sir  Charles  Wilson  fashion  :      The  English  are  cominff 

must  speak  for  themselves— I  have,  to   take    away   Gordon,   and  will 

vtc,                   Woii^ELEY,  General.  then   quit  the  Soudan.     The   de- 

**  The  Right  Hon.  fence  of  the  place  depends  upon 

Marqi'is  of  Hartington,  M.P."  Gordon.     Without  him  and  with- 

Xow  this  is  a  letter  which  may  out  the  English   you  cannot  keep 

be  read  in  two  ways.     Had  I^rd  me  out.     If  I  capture  the  place 

AVolselev  made  previous  mention  of  by   force^  I  will  kill   every   man. 

Sir  C.  \Vilson's  conduct  with  ap-  But   if  you    agree  to    admit  me 

proval,  it  might  mean  that  it  was  when  I  shall  desire  it,  I  will  spare 

obviously  ana  completely  satisfac-  you  and  take  you  into  my  service.** 

tory.       But   it   must  be  taken  in  It   is   no  wonder  that  these  poor 

connection   not  only  with  careful  Egyptians,   who    owed   no  fealty 

avoidance  of  apinovai,  but  of  what  to   us,  or   even   to   Gordon,  if  lie 


1886.]  Gordon,  Wolseley,  and  Sir  Charks  Wiban.  879 

should  depart  and  leave  them,  different  terms.  Thn%  he  said  in 
took  this  proposal  into  serions  thatpaper  of  January  S9th  :  **  Sir 
consideration,  and  that  some  at  C.  Wibon  has  now  in  command, 
least  were  ready  to  accept  the  con-  cool;  colleotedi  meeting  each  move 
ditions.  And  as  to  the  time,  the  of  the  enemy,  noting  weak  points. 
Mabdi  desired  to  defer  the  snr-  ...  A  commander  of  weaker  fibre 
render  till  some  of  our  troops  might  well  have  hesitated,  but  not 
should  be  lured  to  cross  the  desert^  so  Colonel  Wilson,  who  did  not 
when  he  hoped  to  destrov  them —  fear  to  realiae  that  the  risk  most 
a  result  nearly  accomplished.  The  be  taken."  Will  it  be  believed 
city,  Mrith  Gordon  in  it,  was  used  that  he  now  writes  in  the  periodi- 
as  a  bait.  What  finally  decided  cal:  *'A  soldier  should  not  have 
him  was  the  arrival  of  our  troops  hesitated ;  Sir  Cfharles  Wilson  beri- 
on  the  Nile.  For  all  he  knew,  we  tated "  I  Again,  he  said  in  the 
might  advance  in  force  to  raise  the  '  DailyOhronide '  of  February  12: 
siege — and  thereupon  he  put  his  *' Sir  Charles  Wilson,  •  •  •  widi 
foot  down.  that  boldness  and  resolution  wbiiph 

It  is  fortunate  for  Sir  Oharks  characterized  his  conduot  at  tne 
Wilson  that  the  vague  changes  battle  of  Gubat " ;  but  now  in  the 
against  him  have  been  brought  to  periodical :  **  If  I  differ  from  thiiL 
a  head  in  a  cruel  and  unwarrant-  it  is  only  in  wondering  if  he  liaa 
able  attack  published  in  a  monthly  any  nerve  to  lose."  lieuteoaiit 
periodical  A  Mr  Williams,  the  Stoart-Wortlev's  diary,  pabliidbed 
correspondent  with  Stewart's  col-  in  the  <  Loncton  Qasette^'  says : 
umn  of  the  *  Daily  Chronicle,'  has  ^January  Si. — ^Left  Metammeh 
written  a  paper  ascribing  to  Sir  at  8  A.1C  in  steamen.**  Mr 
Charles  Wilson  the  whole  blame  WilUama  says :  ^  It  was  hu^ 
for  the  failure  to  rescue  Gk>rdon,  in  noon  on  Saturday  the  3^  m- 
language  so  injurious  that  nobody  fore  he  weot.''  '  But  it-  is  im- 
can  suppose  it  to  be  inspired  only  necessary  to  pursue  this  distaste- 
by  a  desire  to  impart  unbiassed  ful  subject  further.  No  one  who 
facts.  All  the  delays  that  took  has  read  what  we  have  written 
place  in  resolving  on  the  expedi-  will  think  the  attack  worthy  of 
tion,  in  starting  it,  and  in  con-  the  slightest  credit,  and  its  reaaers 
ducting  it,  so  far  as  it  went,  are  as  will  be  disposed  to  agree  with  us 
nothing  ^according  to  this  writer)  that  nothing  but  the  competition 
comparea  with  the  space  of  two  for  notoriety  could  have  induced  a 
days  between  the  time  of  the  ar-  periodical  which  valued  its  own 
rival  of  the  steamers  at  Ghibat  self-respect  to  be  made  the  vehicle 
and  Wilson's  departure  in  them  of  such  aspersions  on  a  brave  and 
to  Kartoum.  The  most  offensive  devoted  officer. 
charges  are  made  with  reference  We  trust  we  have  said  enough 
to  his  conduct  both  at  Gubat  to  induce  any  reader,  even  if  pre- 
and  in  sight  of  Kartoum.  But  ludiced  on  the  other  side,  to  pause 
this  Mr  Williams  is  actually  the  before  imputing  any  failure  to  per- 
same  person  who  has  already  writ-  form  his  duty  to  an  officer  whose  de- 
ten  accounts  of  the  expedition  votion  to  Gordon  was  well  known, 
to  the  ^  Daily  Chronicle,'  speaking  and  who  would  have  reloiced  to 
of  the  object  of  his  spite  m  very    make  any  sacrifice  in  his  behalf. 
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